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DeSoto House Hotel

In 1855 there was only one place to stay; we feel the same way today!

Courtyard Restaurant

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and
our Extraordinary Buffets

Nestled in the heart of downtown Galena, we offer 55 guest rooms, enclosed
complimentary guest parking and all Galena has to offer just outside our
front door. As you step into our lobby, you will see why this historic hotel
has greeted such notable guests as Abraham Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas
and served as the campaign headquarters for Ulysses S. Grant.
The DeSoto House offers the finest wedding, banquet, and meeting facility in
the area and the charm and history come at no extra charge. Join us for our
self-guided historical walking tour and video.

Generals’ Restaurant
Casual Evening Dining

As you enjoy
our warm
surroundings,

For your favorite cocktails,
casual snacks, sandwiches,
salads, and dinner menu
from hand-cut steaks
to fresh seafood.

230 S. Main Street • Galena, IL • 815-777-0090 • 800-343-6562
Check our website for packages, events and specials.
www.desotohouse.com
Visit Us on Facebook
The Oldest Operating Hotel in Illinois—A Galena Landmark Since 1855

DeSoto House-859_1

take time to enjoy
one of our DeSoto
House Restaurants.

Green Street Tavern
and Restaurant

Galena’s #1
Attraction

2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019

Legendary experience.
Years in the Making.

“The bourbon is s m o o o o o t h.
Their new gin is really interesting as it
finishes aging in a bourbon oak barrel.”
Victoria G., 2019
“Had a wonderful time learning about
Blaum Bros. I don’t drink whiskey and
still really enjoyed every aspect of it!”
C. Hildalgo, 2019

Blaum Bros.-702_1

“Never gonna give you up.
Never gonna let you down.
Never gonna run around and desert you.”
Rick A., 1987

TOURS, TASTINGS, GIFT SHOP &
SPECIALTY COCKTAIL BAR
9380 West US Highway 20, Galena, IL
815-777-1000 www.BlaumBros.com
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on our new Treetop
Aerial Adventure
course! You can reach
heights up to 40 feet
while interacting with
35 obstacles, 2 tree
houses and finish
with a dual zipline.

Visit Galena’s Largest Mansion

Built in 1857

The Belvedere
Discounted Combination Belvedere
& Dowling House tickets
1008 Park Ave

(815) 777-0747
6
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Open To The Public

There’s something for everyone
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A fall day at Washington
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Main Street
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Digital edition
Check out
The Galenian online at
galenian.com
Because of the pandemic, schedules change and
events are cancelled. Be sure to check events
before you visit.
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Choose your

ADVENTURE
View of the Mississippi River
from Chestnut Mountain Resort

Chestnut Mountain Resort

8700 W Chestnut Mountain Road, Galena, 800-397-1320, chestnutmtn.com.
Take a drive into the country and you will
find Chestnut Mountain Resort atop the
hills where skiers and snowboarders enjoy
their winter sports. Ski and snowboard lessons are available, as well as season passes and group bookings. Chestnut Mountain
even has their own competitive race team!
The hills are still filled with adventure as
the Alpine Slide takes over in the warmer
months. Race down 2,050 feet of tailored
track on a sled to the banks of the Mississippi on the ride of your life. A ski lift whisks
you back to the top of the mountain where
a gorgeous panoramic view of three states
is unveiled.

Blaum Bros. Distilling Co.

9380 US 20, Galena, 815-777-1000,
blaumbros.com. Come to the distillery for
a comprehensive look at the art of distilling. From the distillation area, to the barrel
room, to the comfortable tasting room and
cocktail bar, you will take a journey through
the entire process of how Blaum Bros. spirits are hand-crafted in historic Galena.
Take a tour to touch, taste and feel the
ingredients that make the spirits unique!

Belvedere Mansion

1008 Park Ave, 815-777-0747, belvederemansionandgardens.com. Built in 1857,
this Italianate mansion features an elegant
interior and landscaped gardens. Open for
tours May-November.

P.T. Murphy Magic

Fever River Outfitters offers kayak rental

Galena Goat Yoga
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Haunted Galena-943_1

Jo Daviess County has something for everyone,
from history buffs to nature lovers. This area also offers fun
for kids of all ages, making it a family-friendly destination.
Choose your next adventure from the list below.

Nordic Center at Eagle Ridge

Dittmar Farms

Sample some Blaum Bros. whiskey

P.T. Murphy Magic

walking with goats through native prairies and forest. Lace up your
shoes and get ready to hoof it! All guides, a.k.a. trekkers, have an inherent knowledge of the land and the animals. They have grown up
on the property, raised their families there and are excited to share
it with you.

Tri-State Trolley

DeSoto House Hotel, 230 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-9129. Join
General Grant, portrayed by Bob Buman, for a one-hour walk down
Galena’s historic Main Street. Tours are conducted every Saturday
at 10 am and 12 pm, May through October. Pet-friendly and runs
rain or shine.

All About a Ghost Tour

444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-777-5000, eagleridge.com.
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa offers fun in the warmer months with
golf and other activities. In the winter, the resort teams up with Fever River Outfitters to provide the ultimate winter adventure site.
Visitors have several options like ice skating, cross country skiing,
snowshoeing, sledding or simply relaxing with a warm beverage.
Call ahead for weekend lesson reservations. Open 9 am-4 pm daily
if weather permits.

204 Hill St, Galena, 779-214-0035, ptmurphy.com. Galena’s #1
attraction-Trip Advisor 2013 and 2014. The setting for this intimate
encounter with illusion is P.T. Murphy’s private 24-seat theater located in the heart of historic downtown. Matinee and evening performances available. Call for show times.
403 S Main St, Galena, 800-779-4869, tristatetravel.com. Climb
aboard these beautifully appointed, classic red and green trolleys
as a guide takes you on a journey of historic Galena sights including
Grant’s Home, the Galena & U.S. Grant Museum, Quality Hill and
Galena’s historic Main Street. Check website for tour times.
230 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-9252. By day, Steve Repp works
at the Galena Public Library, combing through historical documents
and newspaper clippings. But by night, he prowls the streets of
downtown Galena–giving ghost tours. Enjoy the perfect mix of
“History and Mystery” on Repp’s All About a Ghost Tour. The walking tour takes participants from the DeSoto House Hotel, through
downtown, then up onto Bench Street.

Original Goat Yoga

General Grant Walking Tour

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa

Fever River Outfitters

7306 US 20, Galena, 563-663-6945, galenagoatyoga.com. Part
yoga, part animal-assisted therapy, all fun. Goat Yoga focuses on
disconnecting from stress and finding happiness. During class,
which takes place in a climate-controlled barn, goats may hop on
your back during a pose or snuggle next to you on your mat. The experience is perfect for private events like bachelorette parties and
team building.

527 S Main St, Galena, 815-776-9425, feverriveroutfitters.com.
Fever River Outfitters provides year-round fun with recreation rentals for both water and land. Rent everything from kayaks, canoes,
and stand-up paddleboards to electric bikes, tandem bikes, and
snowshoes. Group rates and adventure packages available. Open
Friday- Sunday 9 am- 5 pm and weekdays by reservation only.

Haunted Galena Tour Company

256 S Grebner Rd, Elizabeth, 815-858-3413, dittmarfarms.com.
Jump into fall at this family-owned and operated farm that specializes in producing favorites like apples, sweet corn, and pumpkins.
There are also hayrides and corn mazes. Stop by The Orchard Station store for fresh donuts! Open weekends September- October.

304 S Main St, Galena, 815-990-7203, hauntedgalenatourcompany.com. The Haunted Galena Tour Company offers participants
a glimpse into the past. The tour covers most of Main Street, starting at Haunted Galena’s companion store, A Darkness Lovely, and
wrapping up at the DeSoto House Hotel, with many haunted spots
along the way. The old jail, the Dowling House and the Old Market
House are just some of the stops on this 90-minute walking tour.

Hoof It Galena Goat Treks

616 S Devil’s Ladder Road, Galena, 563-663-6944, hoofit-galena.com. Here, it’s all about the fun, the laughter, and the pure joy of
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Terrapin Orchards

1063 US Highway 20 East, Elizabeth, 815-202-2180, terrapinorchards.com. If you love apples, Terrapin Orchards is the place for
you! Over 5,000 apple trees in six varieties like Honeycrisp, Premier Honeycrisp, Gala, Fuji, Evercrisp, and Zestar. The fruit is usually
ready by September. Open Friday- Sunday 10 am- 6 pm.

galenian.com
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Long Hollow introduces
NEW CHALLENGE COURSE

Experience the
rolling hills and
unique wildlife of
Tapley Woods on
the new high ropes
challenge course
at Long Hollow
Canopy Tours

by Julia Lieb
In June 2016, Dubuque, Iowa, native
Mackenzie Arthur opened Long Hollow
Canopy Tours. She wanted to create an
activity in Galena where people could
get outside and appreciate the natural
beauty of the Driftless Area.
“I opened Long Hollow because
there was nothing around in this area
like this. It’s a great way to get out and
enjoy the outdoors,” Arthur said of her
canopy tours business located at 3247
West Longhollow Road in Galena. “This
area is gorgeous. It looks like the foothills of mountains in North Carolina and
Virginia.”
Embark on a 2.5-hour, completely
guided zipline tour, where well-trained
guides take groups of up to eight into
the canopy of Tapley Woods. Reach
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Long Hollow
Canopy Tours
3247 W Longhollow Road,
Galena, 815-281-2853,
longhollowcanopytours.com
heights of 75 feet and speeds of 40 mph
gliding through the trees on six ziplines
that range from 190 feet to 1,250 feet in
length. Participants can even rappel off
a platform 40 feet in the air, cross a sky
bridge and do a quick jump.
Every tour group is given an orientation on safety and braking before
beginning on the first zipline. Each
participant wears a waist and shoulder harness with lanyards that are attached to steel cables in two different

places at all times. For the zipline, participants must weigh between 70-27
0 pounds and be at least 10 years of age.
Arthur said it is fun to watch people
conquer their fear of heights by completing the zipline tour. She has also enjoyed
watching participants make friends with
their group members during the tour.
“Everyone begins as strangers at
the beginning of the tour and end up as
friends by the end, exchanging phone
numbers and later hanging out,” she said.
New this year, Long Hollow Canopy
Tours is opening a high ropes challenge
course to highlight the rolling hills and
unique wildlife of this area. The course includes many classic challenge obstacles
like a cargo net climb, a tightrope walk

and a wooden bridge jump.
For the challenge course, participants
can choose from two different levels of
obstacles depending on their level of
comfort. The course features three portions separated by treehouse platforms.
From these platforms, participants can
continue on the normal level, or continue
to a higher, more challenging obstacle.
Participants must weigh between 70270 pounds and be at least 10 years of
age for the challenge course.
Arthur said the tours provide an excuse for people to disconnect from their
phones and get in touch with nature.
“Occasionally, families that come
on the tour will ban their children from
bringing their phones on the course so

that they can spend quality time together
and really enjoy the scenery,” Arthur said.
Because the zipline and the challenge
courses sit on different parts of Longhollow’s property, there is a diverse population to be found along each course.
Surrounding the zipline, there are red
oak, white oak and walnut trees, while
along the challenge course, there are
maple, shagbark hickory and cottonwood trees. Catch sight of deer, bobcats
and turkeys scampering among both
courses.
“I love being outdoors and being
around happy people that are really enthusiastic about what we have to offer,”
Arthur said. “I can’t wait to take people
on the challenge course this year.”

Specializing in NW Illinois Properties
Residential, Vacation, Resort, or
Second Homes, Commercial,
Farm & Buildable Land

Wendie Horton

Illinois Licensed Broker, Realtor®

WendieHorton@KW.com

(251) 377-7250

Earning the Trust and Respect of
Illinois Buyers and Sellers with
Honesty, Excellent Service, and
Utmost Professionalism

WendieHorton.KW.com
Full-time Realtor® and Member of the
Realtor® Association of NW Illinois & MLS

Keller Williams Realty Signature
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Old Northwest-931_1
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D i s c o v e r a n e w l e v e l o f k i t c h e n wa r e

COOKWARE•BAKEWARE•BARWARE•TABLETOP
GALENA ROASTERS COFFEE•FINE TEAS
SPECIALTY FOOD•DEMOS•TASTINGS

2 0 4 n o r t h M a i n s t. G a l e n a , i l
(815) 777-1922

w w w. G r at e f U l G o U r M e t G a l e n a . c o M
Grateful Gourmet-940_1

In a typical year, these would be some of the festivals you’d experience in Galena. Check back to see similar dates for 2021.

Annual
FESTIVALS
Early October
Galena Oktoberfest

9 am-10 pm, Depot Park, Galena.
Galena’s annual Oktoberfest honors German
heritage and is full of family fun, food, live
music, wiener dog racing and barrels of beer!
For more information and event registration,
visit
galenalions.org/galena-oktoberfestschedule.asp. This event is cancelled for
2020.

Columbus Day Weekend
Galena Country Fair

10 am-5 pm, Grant Park, Galena.
More than 150 vendors spread across scenic Grant
Park at one of Galena’s most popular getaway
weekends. There are arts, crafts, live music and
games, as well as delectable fair food. Be sure
to check out the wine garden and bake shop!
Free parking and shuttles available. This event is
canncelled for 2020.

Last Saturday in October
Halloween Parade & Festival

6:30-10:30 pm, Main St., Galena.
Featuring crazy costumes, food, and the longest
parade in the area, for more than four decades,
this parade is always a hit with both children and
adults. There’s free entry and guaranteed spooky
fun. Visit galenachamber.com. This event is cancelled for 2020.

Mid-November
Nouveau Weekend

Galena Cellars Vineyard and Winery, Galena.
A weekend celebrating Galena Cellars’ newly released
Noveau wine. Area businesses offer food and entertainment in downtown Galena. Galena Cellars Vineyard will
also be open for tours and tastings. Visit nouveauweekend.com for more information

Better Service & Tools New Signature

Old Northwest-927_1

LaVonne Deininger



(815) 297-2614



LaVonneSells.KW.com




Broker, REALTOR® Licensed in IL, WI, & IA

LaVonneSells@KW.com

25 Year Top Producer/Multi-Million Dollar Producer

Turning Transactions Into Relationships

160,000+ United States/Canada agents, to collectively
and efficiently market and sell your property
Over 1,000 Worldwide locations, including those in
41 Regions outside of the United States
Keller Williams Mobile App - to facilitate searching for
properties & information in multiple areas
Keller Williams Mortgage - for one-stop shopping
Online 24/7/365 - to better serve today’s Buyers &
Sellers

Keller Williams Realty Signature

Helping Facilitate Goals Since 1994

Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Dittmar Farms And Orchard
Find us on Google or Facebook
For wholesome family fun...

PICK YOUR OWN

Studio
on Site
APPLES PUMPKINS
And visit

DITTMAR ORCHARD STATION

106 Diagonal St. (HWY 20), Elizabeth

Apple cider donuts • A variety of
frosted vanilla donuts • Cold drinks
Coffee • Many Gift Items

weststreetsculpturepark.com

Quotes from TripAdvisor

256 S. Grebner Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028

“Out-of-the ordinary and fascinating.”
“This is the most unique sculpture park
we ever have seen.”
“Hidden gem!”
“Took a lot of pictures
and had a great time.”
“Go there and be ready to smile!”
“We stop by every time we are in
the area just to see what is new.”
“Wonderful, fanciful and imaginative.”
“A nice surprise and
a welcome change of pace.”

4-9 pm, Main St., Galena
The night of luminaria and living
windows
kicks off the
holiday season
in Galena. First,
watch more than
30 store windows come to
life with animation before seeing thousands of
luminaries light up Grant Park and Main St.
Stay warm and grab a bite to eat at a local
restuarant downtown!

Late March
Wine Lovers Weekend

Dittmar Farms-1933_1

620 S. West St., Galena
(815) 777-9591
John Martinson, Artist

Second Saturday in December
Luminaria and Living Windows

Dittmar Farms and Orchards
Like us on Facebook or visit dittmarfarms.com

Turner Hall, Galena
Galena Wine Lovers
Weekend is one of Illinois’ largest indoor
tastings, boasting over
250 wines and fabulous food. While the wine is the biggest
draw, there are also history tours, shopping
and spa experiences available. Check out
the annual event for a weekend full of romance and good company.

SINS NAWA
M O U N D

C E N T E R

West Street Sculpture-854_1

STOP FOR A MINUTE . . . STAY FOR A DAY

▶
▶
▶
▶

Book & Gift Gallery

Come discover beautiful surroundings at
Sinsinawa Mound, home to the Sinsinawa
Dominican Sisters’ retreat and conference
center. Annually, over 32,000 guests find
their way to Sinsinawa and are struck by the
beauty of this peaceful, rural setting. Please
call us before stopping by to tour on
your own or to arrange a guided tour.
Visit us online to view all of our offerings.

Heritage Exhibits
Art Gallery
Chapel

585 County Road Z
Sinsinawa, WI
608-748-4411
sinsinawa.org/moundcenter
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• Outdoor Gallery
• Woods • Trails
• Free Admission

At Home in Galena...it’s all about Family!
At Home in Galena owners, Bill
and Patti Murphy, launched
Finley Grace, a wickless soy
candle business in 2009,
as a way to raise funds for
their granddaughter, Finley
Grace, who has a rare and
incurable genetic disorder.
The business has taken
off, and now Finley Grace
products are sold across the
country.

Wickless soy
& traditional
candles created
at Galena
Main Street
business

I

t’s been 13 years since Bill and Patti Murphy began
searching for a way to raise money for their now 15-yearold granddaughter’s trust fund. Finley Grace was born
with a rare and incurable genetic deficiency called Cri du Chat
syndrome, or 5P minus for short. Their perfect business
opportunity turned out to be in the form of a scented Wickless
Soy Candle.
Launching the business in
2008, the Murphys began
manufacturing the air
fresheners in a room on the
second floor of their store,
At Home in Galena.
Nearly 1500 highly
scented Wickless Soy
Candles can be poured
in one day. The small tins of soy wax “super
saturated” with fragrance will cover 200 square
feet of space and give
off a delightful scent
for up to 15 weeks.
At any given time
there are 50-60
different fragrances
displayed on the first
floor of the store. The
Murphys also sell Finley
Grace products through
over 500 retail outlets mostly in the Midwest
and have been able to network and market their

products for fundraisers all over the
United States with customers who
visit their Galena store.
That’s a big part of how business
has boomed. “We have the
best fundraising program in the
country,” said Bill, noting a group
of 100 children in California made a $5000 profit by selling our
Wickless Soy Candles.
Finley Grace
Promotions customizes
labels to further promote
the organization or
businesses raising
funds, be it hospitals,
churches, schools, clubs
or community groups.
They have done labels
announcing weddings, births and everything in
between.
Finley Grace Promotions continues to develop
new product lines in addition to the Wickless
Soy Candles – All Natural Soaps, Body Butters and
Lotions. They have created unique new candles that
are a blend of soy and beeswax and are available in
over 50 fragrances in a variety of containers. Stop in to see
their recent introduction of
Farm House & Travel
Light Candles.

Home of Finley Grace Wickless Soy Candles

114 S. Main St., Galena, IL. 61036 (815) 776-0811

At Home in Galena--1698_1

Keep calm
&

GOLF ON
Experience the Driftless
Area’s picturesque
scenery at the Midwest’s
premier golf destinations
Apple Canyon Lake

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa,
East Course

Apple Canyon Lake has the ideal
nine-hole course for land lovers. Built
in 1972, the 3,280-yard par 36, has
only one water hazard, but rolling hills,
tree-lined fairways, bunkers and small
greens challenge every aspect of your
game. The course winds through the
hills and canyons of Apple Canyon
Lake, providing a view while you play.
If nine holes aren’t enough, different sets of tees allow for an 18-hole
experience. 14A157 Canyon Club Dr,
Apple River, 815-492-2477, applecanyonlake.org

The par 34, 2,648-yard, East Course
is a nine-hole course that places a
premium on accuracy off the tee with
tight landing areas. If you can keep it in
play, you will have the ability to shoot
some low numbers. There are three
different par threes with only one par
five. Its size and length make it a great
course to play after a morning nine
or to just tighten up your short game
play. 100 E Point Dr, Galena, 815-7775200, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa,
The General

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa,
North Course

The General, the crown jewel of
Eagle Ridge, is a 6,820-yard, par 72
designed by Roger Packard and twotime United States Open champion
Andy North. When it opened in 1997, it
was voted one of the top 10 new golf
courses to in the country. The course
features many elevated tees, undulating greens and tremendous views. All
of the fairways are bent grass and the
course sits atop the Galena Territory.
109 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-7774525, eagleridge.com

Opening in 1977, the par 72, 6,875yard North Course is the oldest, and
most-storied course at Eagle Ridge.
It features elevated tees, great views,
undulating greens and a driving range.
400 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-7772500, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa,
South Course

The par 72, 6,762-yard, South
Course will put your driving accuracy
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to the test. The course is cut out of a
heavily wooded valley and has numerous tight landing areas. There is a
creek that comes into play on 11 of the
18 holes. In 1996, the course was voted
one of the top 75 upscale courses in
the country. The South may be shorter
than the other 18-hole courses on site,
but it is still considered the most difficult course. 10 Clubhouse Dr, Galena ,
815-777-2280, eagleridge.com

Galena Golf Club

The par 71, 6,623-yard, Galena Golf
Club includes two distinctly different
nines, testing even the best golfers.
The front nine, built in 1927 and remodeled 10 years ago, is a par 35 that is
more compact, and puts more emphasis on scoring with the ability to shoot
low numbers. The back nine, built in
1994, is over 500 yards longer and
puts a lot of emphasis on being able to
keep the ball in play. Big numbers are
very possible! 11557 US 20 W, Galena,
815-777-3599, galenagolfclub.org

Lacoma Golf Course

Located in the wooded hills of the
Mississippi River valley only five min-

Woodbine Bend-288_1

3500 East Center Road
Stockton, Illinois
(815) 858-3939
woodbinebend.com
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19

utes from downtown Dubuque,
Iowa, and 15 minutes from historic
Galena, Lacoma Golf Club is golf
headquarters in the tri-state area.
With a regulation 18-hole golf
course, two nine-hole courses
and a par-three course, Lacoma
offers a challenge to golfers of
all skill levels. The 6,800 yard,
par 71 Blue Course provides a
good test of golf for experienced
players. The wooded and hilly
Gold Course is a picturesque and
challenging nine hole experience. The original nine hole Red
Course is a more forgiving test
of golf and is perfect for families
and those learning the game.
Foot golf is also offered for quick,
inexpensive, group-oriented fun!
Groups can combine foot golf

and the traditional game as part
of an outing. 8080 Timmerman
Dr, East Dubuque, 815-747-3874,
lacomagolf.com

Woodbine Bend

For a variety of holes packed
into one course, visit Woodbine Bend Championship Golf
Course. The 18-hole, 6,755-yard,
par 72 course opened in 2002.
The links-style course is open,
with trees lining some fairways.
Moguls thick with tall fescue dot
the course, and both sand and
grass bunkers force you to be
precise. Water comes into play
on eight holes. 3500 E Center
Road, Stockton, 815-858-3939,
woodbinebend.com

Galena’s first
& only tour aPP!
Experience the rich history of Galena on your smart phone! You can visit Galena virtually
from your own home as well as take and customize your own self-guided driving and
walking tours while you’re in town!

Galena Tours-896_1

Pre-Arranged Tours • Ghost Legends New This Year! • Download the App and Explore Galena!
Over 290 locations that include U.S. Grant’s pre-Civil War home, Turner Hall, Market House, Old Stockade,
Coatsworth Building, DeSoto House Hotel, Washburne House, Blacksmith Shop, Belvedere Mansion, The
Dowling House, the Old Central School and many more historic houses, churches, and downtown Galena
buildings.

Download the
app now at:
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KayaK
Lake Galena

5K Fun Paddle

Galena Rowhouse

5

Be Our Guest

August 8, 2020

Enjoy a day on
Lake Galena in
The Galena Territory

Flatwater event
Fun for everyone!

Come for a visit,
Stay for a lifestyle!

Experience Living Like a Local
4 Bedrooms • 3,700 Sq ft
Bathrooms on all 3 floors • Sleeps 10
www.GalenaRowhouse.com
GalenaRowhouse@gmail.com
563-590-9990

2000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 61036
thegalenaterritory.com 815-777-2000

Galena Rowhouse-890_1

Galena Territory-891_1

2020 Galenian

21

Get ready to

HOOF IT!

Family shares love of land, animals on goat trekking adventures
by Hillary Dickerson
In the summer of 2019, Christina Eisbach
and her teenage daughters, Sydney and Sami
Rury, opened Hoof It Goat Treks on their rural
Galena property that’s been in the family since
the 1950s. It was Eisbach’s grandfather’s
dream at that time to turn the property into a
place others could enjoy.
John, Sr. would like what he sees today.
Through the years the family has established
gardens, a blueberry patch started in 1963, a
pine forest planted in 1959 and now harvested
for the on-site sawmill, and campground. Hoof
It allows the Eisbach-Rury clan to share both
the property and their love of animals with
others.
Hoof It Goat Treks is located at 616 S Devils
Ladder Road, Galena. And ever since opening
day, Hoof It has been drawing adventurers who
take a combination of five goats for a trek on
one of two designated trails and then spend
some time afterward playing with the social
creatures that love attention as they go about
their goat life, eating and climbing.
Open for business
Eisbach grew up with goats and her daughters love the animals, too. They thought goats
might be a perfect draw for others to see
firsthand what country life is like. So far their
predictions have held true.
Visitors are enjoying spending time with the
goats–Willow, Otis, Iris, Gracie and Buttercup.
There are treks scheduled each day, and
those interested are encouraged to call ahead
for a reservation.

Hoof It Goat Treks
616 S Devils Ladder Road, Galena
563-663-6944 hoofit-galena.com
Eisbach said that the goats draw visitors,
but they often leave in awe of the beautiful
surroundings they encounter on the property.
The beauty and the cute animals mesh well.
For the treks, the goats are divided so that
not all goats are out on the trails all day as the
well-being of the goats is top priority.
The goats are leashed–one or two on each
trek–and encouraged to follow along with
treats like blueberries, apples, leaves and
other items.
Sizes of trekking groups vary depending on
the day, but numbers have climbed as high
as 20, with everyone in the group having
the chance to walk the goats. All ages–from
very young children in strollers to elderly
visitors–take part in the walks that last about
an hour on one of two designated trails, one
through the pine trees and the other through
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the maple grove.
Visitors learn about the land and the family’s story along the route. People ask questions
and the conversation flows, Eisbach said.
The most popular question: “Do goats eat
tin cans?” The answer, for those wondering,
Eisbach laughed, is no.
After the trek, there’s a chance for visitors
to snap pictures, chase chickens, play with
Angus the dog, and of course, spend as much
time as they’d like with the goats.
For those who may not be able to walk the
trails, or in case of inclement weather, there’s
a porch play option. The family home has a
large wrap-around porch and yard that offers
space to play with the goats.
Families have already taken advantage
of that option, which offers much the same
experience as heading out on a trail. Watching those who might not otherwise be able to
participate find joy is especially meaningful to
Eisbach and her daughters.
Having as many fun activities in this area
as possible is a good thing, Eisbach believes.
“It’s good for this area, this county, as a
whole,” she noted.
Go for a trek
For a complete trekking schedule, including the trek with bonfire evening option, and
more information, visit hoofit-galena.com or
call 563-663-6944.
Season passes, land access passes and
forest bathing–more than two hours to be one
with nature, enjoying the surroundings in a
hammock or chaise lounge–are new this year.

Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation

JDCF is a member-supported,
local non-profit whose mission is
to preserve land for the lasting
well-being of people and wildlife.
JDCF owns several beautiful and
unique preserves that are open
to the public for hiking, wildlife
viewing, and picnicking such as
community favorites Casper Bluff
and Horseshoe Mound Preserve.
No tax dollars are used for the
acquisition, restoration, or
maintenance of JDCF preserves.
We currently have over 950 acres
open to the public for FREE
outdoor recreational activities. We
also host a series of educational
and recreational events for people
of all ages. For more information
about JDCF, our events for 2020,
our preserves, and our volunteer
programs, please visit our website
at www.jdcf.org.

Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary has achieved Important Bird Area
status for the State of Illinois by the Audubon Society. Open daily
from dawn to dusk. Please no dogs from April 1 to September 31.

Contact us!
Email
info@jdcf.org

Telephone
815-858-9100

See our website for events and
programs throughout the season

www.jdcf.org

Gathering Circle at Horseshoe Mound

Monarch courtesy
of Rich Mattas

Upcoming
Events
Visit our
website at
jdcf.org for
upcoming
events in
2020 and
2021.
JDCF-946_1

EXPLORE GALENA’S HISTORY!

Galena & U.S. Grant Museum

211 S. Bench St. Open daily 9am-4:30pm. Located one block up from Main Street.

New Exhibit! Molding Galena: Pottery & Bricks
Galena is known for its ﬁred clay, whether it was used to build
Main Street businesses or turned into milk jugs and ﬂower pots.
This exhibition will explore the clay of Galena, the businesses
that used it, and its lasting legacy. You will learn about why
Galena turned to brick buildings and how Galena Pottery became
highly desired. This temporary exhibit will feature pottery from
the museum collection, including newly acquired pieces never
before on public display!

Galena’s
History

Explore Galena’s history and meet the spirit of Ulysses Grant in a hologram
that welcomes guests to the museum where true national treasures--such
as the “Peace in Union” and “General Grant on the Battleﬁeld” paintings,
the ﬂag from the Vicksburg Siege and the stories of mining and
steamboating--are presented. The museum is located in an 1858 Italianate
mansion built as a private residence by Galena merchant Daniel Barrows.

Galena-Jo Daviess County
Historical Society

815-777-9131
www.galenahistory.org
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Blacksmith
Shop
Come watch the sparks ﬂy
at the Old Blacksmith Shop,
where blacksmiths are on
duty!
245 Commerce St., FridayMonday 10am-4pm.

Galena Goat Yoga

BAAMASTE!

Perfecting your tree pose while a goat cuddles up next to you is happiness
by Emma Eaton
After losing both parents to Alzheimer’s
disease and being downsized out of corporate America, Jenn Montgomery dreamed
of a fresh start. During a family trip to Colorado, she took a goat yoga class, and the
animals seemed to take away the grief and
depression she was feeling. She realized
how special goats were and wanted to bring
calmness and contentedness to people back
home in Galena.
“I knew that I wanted to do something
that would make people feel good and have
a lasting impression on their hearts,” Montgomery said.
Jenn and husband Josh got right to work
and purchased the historic Silver Linings
Farm off U.S. 20 just east of Galena and began renovations in December 2018.
With her husband’s support and craftsmanship skills, Galena Goat Yoga became a
reality by April 2019.
Goat yoga may seem like the latest craze
in novelty yoga, but the health benefits are
real, said Montgomery. Animal-assisted
therapy reduces stress and can increase longevity. Alone, yoga brings a mindfulness and
calmness that produces cardiovascular benefits.
People gain a sense of peace and control
over their lives. Adding goats to yoga puts
minds even more at ease, as by nature goats

Galena Goat Yoga
7306 US 20, Galena, 563-663-6945,
jennifer@galenagoatyoga.com
galenagoatyoga.com
are extremely carefree and kind-hearted.
“The goats enhance the experience because they are funny and full of love. They
don’t care what you look like, what you believe in, what you do for a living or where you
are from,” Montgomery said. “They just provide unconditional love and affection.”
No prior yoga experience is necessary.
Montgomery encourages participants to try
as many poses as they feel comfortable with
depending on what feels good for their bodies.
She does not get offended if people just
sit on their mats and play with the goats, as
she knows how cute and cuddly they are.
Many yoga newcomers, especially men, are
surprised about how nice yoga feels.
“I have a lot of reluctant people come
through the door that are simply providing
companionship to someone that wanted to
attend class,” Montgomery said. “It’s usually those people that end up snuggling the
goats and trying to get ‘one more picture’ before they leave.”
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Montgomery keeps track of where visitors are from using a pin map. There have
been visitors from all over, including New
Zealand, Australia, Italy, Germany and states
across the U.S., and she’s grateful for the
continued local support that Galenians provide.
“I have had hundreds of people through
the door who are visiting Galena for the first
time. It’s so important to look at any experience people have in Galena as a reflection of
our people and our community,” said Montgomery.
The class consists of 45 minutes of yoga
followed by “goat happy hour,” which is the
time for goat snuggles and photoshoots.
People are welcome to bring their own yoga
mat, or there are mat rentals for $5. All goat
yoga sessions are held inside the newly-renovated barn, so participants will stay warm in
the winter and cool in the summer.
“I tell people before the class starts not
to leave until their heart feels good, and as I
stand at the front of class and watch people
laugh, giggle and smile, I feel so good knowing the experience is bringing joy to them,”
Montgomery said.
Galena Goat Yoga welcomes groups for
reunions, bachelorette and birthday parties,
team bonding, corporate wellness, as well
as yoga newcomers. For information, visit
galenagoatyoga.com
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Simply Elegant-909_1

CENTER
FOR THE

ARTS

Janet Zehr shares her five years of experience
installing artwork at Galena Center for the Arts
by Julia Lieb
When Galena Center for the Arts opened in 2013,
local fiber artist Janet Zehr donated artwork for the
first art show. But it wasn’t until she retired to Galena
the following year that she first volunteered at the
center.
“At that time, I told myself that I’m retired and
that I don’t want a job. But, somehow Carole roped
me into helping set up exhibits at the center,” Zehr
said. “I already knew a lot of the (volunteers), so that
was nice.”
Along with two other volunteers, Carole Sullivan,
executive director of Galena Center for the Arts, enlisted Zehr to help install and tear down art shows.
Zehr also helped open and close and staff the gallery
as needed.
Zehr loves figuring out how to arrange all of the
artwork so that each is shown in the best way possible. She works with the other volunteers to see what
works best by holding up the work and changing locations frequently until it all comes together.
“Pat (Lehnhardt) and I decide how to arrange the
galleries and label it,” Zehr said. “It’s a lot of fun, but
a lot of hard work.”
“It’s an intense couple of days when we set up,”
Sullivan added.
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Janet Zehr working
on a past exhibit

Zehr said one of the best parts about hanging artwork is, “that by the time you’ve hung everything up,
you’ve seen and handled and thought about every
piece. And you know what’s there.”
“There’s a lot of holding and pointing and going,
‘higher,’ ‘higher,’” Carole said. “When we finish, it
always looks obvious that whatever artwork we’ve
paired together was meant to be together.”
Zehr’s interest in art and delight in seeing the creativity of local artists motivates her to continue volunteering at the center.
“I love being a part of a venue that allows all types
of art to be shown. It gives people an opportunity to
show their work and to sell their work, so I like to
support it,” Zehr said. “Plus, I really enjoy what I do
here.”

galenian.com

121 N. Commerce St., Galena

Phone: (815) 777-1448
hellogalena.org

selling the work of 65 artists!

Check out the beautiful paintings, pottery, photography, jewelry, stained glass, wearable art jackets,
knitted & felted items, baskets, wooden toys & pens, books & music, Galena art & souvenirs.

Follow us on Facebook for changes and cancellations.

Visit 1859 Belden School!
Come see a charming, historic
one-room schoolhouse!

Belden School is a restored 1859 one-room
limestone schoolhouse located deep in the woods.

Illustration by
Carl Johnson

Open 10 a.m.-noon the 1st and
3rd Saturday of the month,
June through October.

August 8-9, 2020 • august 14-15, 2021
Saturday 10 am to 6 pm • Sunday 10 am to 4 pm

*Sept. 19: Fairy Garden Walk
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Follow us on Facebook
for changes and cancellations.

Follow us on Facebook for
changes and cancellations.
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Hello Galena-945_1

next to the historic old Market house

Oil painting by
Diane Banas

Wooden
candlesticks
by Taylor David

More about the center

For the past five years, the Galena
Center for the Arts has been a focal
point in the community, striving to
elevate and celebrate regional arts
and artists by offering high-quality
art in an atmosphere and presentation expected of larger institutes
and theaters. The not-for-profit
organization has welcomed over
15,000 guests to the center and has
shown the work of over 140 exhibiting artists since it opened in 2013.
By highlighting regional artists,
alongside innovative and diverse
programming, the Galena Center
for the Arts strives to make the arts
accessible to Jo Daviess County as
well as showcase our best regional
talent in a professional art setting.
The center features a special ex-

hibits gallery, a feature artists gallery, pop-up gallery and regional
artists’ gallery, with the work presented in those galleries changing
on a regular basis. Opening receptions are held for the exhibits in the
special exhibits gallery. There is also
a two room viewing gallery showing
The Alfie Mueller Historic Collection
of Galena and Jo Daviess County
photos.
The center has a variety of specialized classes and workshops, including yoga, embroidery and figure
drawing. Many are led by professionals and are suitable for all ages
and levels. The center also hosts
theatrical productions, table readings, film viewing opportunities, educational presentations and music
events, many of them featuring the
talents of local residents.
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Raku clock by
Richard Hess

Galena Center for the Arts
219 Summit St., Galena
779-214-0261
galenacenterforthearts.org

Something
Special

209 N. Main St., Galena
815-777-0335

208 N. Main St., Galena
815-281-0880
WoodenWardrobeGalena

Polish
Pottery

J E A N S

Personalized
Signs
Galleria
reversible
umbrellas

Mud Pie
Home Decor

20SS-Wooden Wardrobe

Studio M
Art Poles

TED WILLIAMS

finds his love for theater

It’s never too late
to try something
totally new, and
local actor Ted
Williams is a
perfect example
by Emma Eaton
Ted Williams had never performed, directed, produced or written until his 30s but has become
well-known in Galena for his extensive skill set. Williams currently runs
The Haunted Galena Tour Company.
The Rockford native moved to
Chicago after college to work with
computers. He wanted to get away
from the hustle and bustle of the city
and ended up in Galena due to its
artsy, community atmosphere. Galena is where Williams found his deep
love for theater 20 years ago. He was
convinced to join what was then the
Galena Art Theater and scored a lead
role in the production “See How They
Run.” There was only one problem–
Williams had severe stage fright.
“It made me really mad because
it was the kind of thing that held me
back previously. I wanted to overcome it,” Williams said.
The production went well, and
Williams underwent a transformative period of his life. He went from
working in an office with computers
to making his directorial and compositional debut in “Laura,” another
community theater production. In
the early 2000s, Williams co-created
Galena’s first ghost tour company,
Annie Wiggins, with friend Wendy
Heiken.
As Williams’ son, Ian, grew older,
Williams stepped away from Annie
Wiggins to spend more time with
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Dave Bisenius

Pete Brennan

Broker

Jon Checker

Broker

Mary Hartman
Broker

Wes Cocagne

Broker

Damon Heim
Broker

Coldwell Banker-736_1

Galena Area
real estate office
FouR yeARs iN A Row!*

Broker

Terry Heim

Managing Broker

Jonathan Miller
Broker

401 south main street, galena, il 61036

Galena River Wine & Cheese

(815) 777-6500 • Fax (815) 777-6900
Toll Free (877) 722-6537

420 South Main Street - Galena

www.ColdwellBankerNetworkRealty.com

815 777-9430

*Based on Galena (Area C ) Dollar volume obtained from The Realtor Association of
Northwestern Illinois Multiple Listing Service for the period 01/01/16 through 12/31/19.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell
Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

www.galenariverwineandcheese.com

Galena Country-882_1

Galena River Wine & Cheese-889_1
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family. After a brief hiatus, Williams and wife
Robyn Davis combined their love of Galena
history and storytelling and created The
Haunted Galena Tour Company, which has
a five-star rating on TripAdvisor. The couple
has also recently opened a store, A Darkness Lovely, on Main Street.
Williams defines himself as a writer. It’s
his passion, and he enjoys writing scripts
with the help of his wife. His writing style
is self-described as thoroughly researched,
historical topics with a modern twist.
He wrote “Will O’ the Wisp” in 2015 and
performed it as a one man Halloween show.
The production incorporated Galena history
and took place in the barrel room of Blaum
Bros. Distilling Co. Also in 2015, Williams
acted in “Peace in Union,” which benefited
the Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical
Society. It was the largest show he has ever
done.
He has participated in the historical society’s annual Cemetery Walk for over 15
years and loves staying connected to former
Galenians that way. His favorite portrayals
were of a dentist and a family of cholera victims.
In the fall of 2019, Williams wrote “She
Remains: The Lady in Black Haunting,”
which was performed at the DeSoto House
following the Halloween parade. He was especially proud of this production, as it had a
larger cast and modern music.
“We didn’t want to do a tired, old historic
show,” Williams said. “We combined alter-

native rock music with historic content in
order to compel our audience and connect
them emotionally.”
He hopes for the opportunity to perform
“She Remains” again this fall because it sold
out rather quickly, and he wants the locals
to see it. Williams and Davis are also writing a musical, as well as coming up with new
ghost tour concepts.
As a director, Williams enjoys being part
of a collaborative and creative community
and wants people to come into their roles
organically. He takes criticism very well and
thinks it is important for actors to lose their
ego and take advice; this is where lasting
bonds emerge.
He urges performers not to take criticism
too personally, as there is always something
to learn.
“We end up with a better product when
we work as a group. I’m not one to sit there
and tell actors what to do every step of the
way,” Williams said.
Looking toward the future, he wants to
see improvement in both himself and the
theater community in Galena.
Williams’ biggest challenge is performing roles that he wrote; it takes him longer
to memorize, get off-book and get into character. Williams also hopes for a resurgence
in open-audition theater.
“I would like to see more open-audition
community theater,” WIlliams said. “There
may be some people out there like I was,
just waiting for an opportunity.”
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Randy Miles

Illinois Licensed Broker, REALTOR®

RandyMiles@KW.com

(563) 580-2225

RandyMiles.kw.com

Old Northwest-923_1
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704 Dewey
Ave., Galena
(815) 978-7765
galenaclayworks.net

Main St. to
Broadway to Dewey
Galena Clay Works-880_1

Massbach Ridge Winery
8837 S. Massbach Road
Elizabeth, IL 61028
www.MassbachRidge.com
815-291-6479
Open 11am to 5pm Daily

Massbach Ridge-934_1

Creating handmade
functional wares and
sculptural forms

Bring a chair and stay all day!

WINE • FOOD • ART FAIR
LIVE MUSIC
Jordan Danielsen
The Lizzi Neal Band

jordandanielsenmusic.com
lizzinealband.com
June 26, 2021

Noon to 6 PM

TICKETSDepot Park (along

$20 entry fee includes a Festival wine glass and 5 tasting
thetickets
Galena
River)
tickets*. Additional wine and food tasting
$1 each.
$5 entry fee for designated drivers and children.
Galena, IL
Advance tickets are available on our
Facebook page: CorklessGalena
* You must be 21 to taste wine. Well-mannered pets and service dogs welcome. All
proceeds from the Corkless in Galena Festival support local not-for-profits.

Bring a chair and stay all day!

Bring a chair and stay all day!

WINE
• FOOD • ART FAIR
WINE • FOOD • ART FAIR • LIVE MUSIC
LIVE MUSIC
TICKETS

New in 2020
Check our Website for Details!

TICKETS

Advance tickets are available on our Facebook page: CorklessGalena
$20 entry fee includes a Festival wine glass and 5 tasting
*
You
must
be wine
21 toand
taste
wine.
Well-mannered
pets and service dogs welcome.
tickets*.
Additional
food
tasting
ticketshas
$1 each.
Learn
more
about
what
Galena
to offer:
visitgalena.org
All proceeds
from thedrivers
Corkless
Galena Festival support local not-for-profits.
$5 entry
fee for designated
andinchildren.

113 S. Main, Elizabeth, IL
hwy20brewing.com

Learn more
abouttickets
whatare
Galena
has
Advance
available
onto
ouroffer:

visitgalena.org
Facebook
page: CorklessGalena

Located in the 1875 Presbyterian
Church on Historic Highway 20!

* You must be 21 to taste wine. Well-mannered pets and service dogs welcome. All
proceeds from the Corkless in Galena Festival support local not-for-profits.

Highway 20 Brewing-950_1
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Corkless in Galena-740_1

Jordan Danielsen
jordandanielsenmusic.com
Lizzifee
Neal
Band alizzinealband.com
$20The
entry
includes
Festival wine glass and 5 tasting tickets*. Additional wine
and food tasting tickets $1 each. $5 entry fee for designated drivers and children.

Karen and Brian Staron

Highway 20

BREWING
COMPANY

by Emma Eaton
The brand-new Highway 20 Brewing Company combines convenience, community spirit and historic charm for an experience like
none other.
Originally from Chicago, brewers and business owners Karen
and Brian Staron fell in love with Jo Daviess County and moved here
permanently after visiting often for 20 years. Previously, the couple
experimented with winemaking from home and later became
homebrewers.
“I don’t like to wait very long
for things. I couldn’t wait for
wine to age, so we flipped and
started making beer,” Brian said.
With dreams of opening
their first brewery, Karen and
Brian Staron purchased the old
Presbyterian Church building
that was built in 1875 along the
U.S. Highway 20 in Elizabeth,
Illinois.
“The church speaks to us,
and it speaks to everyone in the
area; whether they attended
services there, got married, visited the antique store, so I think
20SS-Fergedaboudit
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the stories people tell about it
bring even more charm,” Karen
said.
The year-long renovation
process went pretty smoothly,
aside from having to customize
the brewing equipment due to
the basement’s low ceilings.
Thankfully, the local River Ridge
High School football team
helped carry the 400 pound
tanks down to the basement.
Karen and Brian said they were
both completely satisfied when
the project was finished.
The brewery has a relaxed,

Take time to
take a sip at local wineries
Rocky Waters

2003 W Hanover Road, Hanover
Located in the northeast side of
Hanover, Rocky Waters Vineyard is a
boutique winery dedicated to the pursuit
of Marechal Foch, Leon Millot, St. Croix,
along with white varietals of Lacrosse and
St. Pepin. These varieties are results of the
soils and climate of the 25-acre vineyard.
Rocky Waters offers 14 wines, which
can be tasted and purchased in the tasting
room and gift shop at the Vineyard.
For more information, visit rockywaters.net.

Fergedaboudit

4595 W Speer Road, Hanover
Founded by Rosario Bruno, this winery
located in the countryside of Hanover
showcases breathtaking views, delicious
wines and a fun atmosphere.

Guests can sample 14 different wines
at the vineyard.
For more information, visit fergedaboudit.com.

Massbach Ridge Winery

8837 S Massbach Road, Elizabeth
Tucked away in the Massbach hills,
seven miles southeast of Elizabeth,
Massbach Ridge Winery has been growing grapes and making wine for over a
decade.
Massbach Ridge offers over 15 wines,
which can be tasted and purchased in the
tasting room and gift shop at the Vineyard,
or at their tasting room location in downtown Galena.
Most popular wine: Massbach Stomp
For more information, visit massbachridge.com.

Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery

4746 N Ford Road, Galena
Just a short drive from downtown
Galena, Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery is a great place for visitors to take in
the scenic countryside while enjoying a
30-year tradition of family winemaking.
Galena Cellars proudly offers over 40
award winning wines.
While at the vineyard, guests can tour
the state-of-the-art facility and partake
in a sensory program designed to assist
you in fully experiencing the wine tasting
with all of your senses. You will find many
events going on at the vineyard, such as
live music and art festivals.
Galena Cellars also has a downtown location and tasting room where visitors can
taste and purchase Galena Cellars wine.
Most popular wine: Eric the Red
For more information, visit galenacellars.com.

Highway 20 Brewing Company
113 S Main Street, Elizabeth, IL 61028

coffee shop feel, with communal tables
that encourage people to talk and get to
know one another. Visitors can carry in
their own food, as the couple wants to
support other local businesses as well.
There’s an outdoor patio and live music
featured mainly on weekends. The brewery
highlights the tight-knit community that
Elizabeth and surrounding areas have because it’s very laid-back and kid-friendly.
With a variety of brews, there’s something for everyone. Check out Highway 20
Brewing Company’s Facebook page for
more information about brews, live music
updates and hours.
“My favorite part about this business
is seeing people enjoying our product and
being able to sit around and talk,” Brian
said.

Rocky WateRs WineRy
F ine Wine • GiFt Shop • taStinGS • eventS • Cabin Rental

home

oF

open Daily

Rocky Waters-912_1

54 inteRnational aWaRd-WinninG WineS
63 aWaRd WinninG WineS

2003 W. HANOVER ROAD, HANOVER, IL • 815-591-9706
WWW.RoCKYWateRS.net

2020 Galenian

35

A GREAT FAMILY LEGACY
Sibling duo Eric and Britt White took the reins of Galena Cellars Vineyard and Winery
over a year ago, and so far the third generation has come in swinging with top accolades, new marketing techniques and some fresh, West Coast-inspired perspective
by Emma Eaton
Every day the team thinks of new ideas
to implement. With guidance from their
mother, accomplished winemaker Chris
Lawlor-White, they are ready to tackle Galena Cellars on their own.
The Midwest provides freedom for
winemakers. They can experiment more
because they are not bound by the expectations of the California wine industry. A
typical California winery has five to 10 different wines. Galena Cellars has around 50
wines available for release, which keeps
them busy year-round. Eric refers to Illinois
as the “wild, wild west” of wine country.
“It’s a lot of fun to chat and come up
with ideas. Sometimes we just brainstorm
and come up with what eventually turn
into our bestsellers,” Britt said.
There were just 12 wineries in Illinois
when Chris started 35 years ago; there are
now 130. Galena Cellars has played a large
role in the development of the Illinois wine
industry. Chris said they truly are “playing
the game” and competing with California
wines. She can rest easy at night knowing
she’s done her job correctly.
“We are trying to make the Illinois wine

Galena Cellars
515 S Main St, Galena,
815-777-3350,
galenacellars.com
industry known,” Chris said. “(California
winemakers) face the fact that we are making some really palatable wines.”

Growing up with grapes

Eric and Britt’s grandparents, Robert
and Joyce Lawlor, who both passed away
in 2017, started their family’s wine business. They dreamt of creating a family
winery and sent daughter Chris to Fresno
State University in California to study enol-
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ogy and viticulture. When Chris got married and had Eric and Britt, she wanted
them to be interested in making wines;
however, she also let them blaze their
own trails. When each child turned 12,
Chris gave them the opportunity to help
create their own wines, Eric the Red and
Britt White. The siblings came up with the
concept, helped their mother and worked
with an artist to design the labels. Both are
still produced as Galena Cellars flagship
wines, and their involvement marked the
beginning of their hand in the family business.
In high school, Eric discovered that he
wanted to follow his mother’s footsteps
and pursue winemaking. He took a chemistry class, found it really interesting and
felt inspired by Chris’ passion for her work.
Chris’ brother, Scott Lawlor, played a key
role in the business until recently.
“After talking to my mom, I realized that
chemistry is a huge part of winemaking,”
Eric said. “It’s also agriculture because you
grow the grapes, which is the background
of my father (a dairy farmer) and then it’s
art because each winemaker can grow different grapes and make different wines.”
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Oniqueh did not grow up around wine, but
she started working at various wineries in
college and gained experience with wine
clubs.

What lies ahead

U.S. Grant:

General.
President.
Gazette reader.
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Eric White

still learning as we go.”
“We have a lot of aspirations,” Eric added. “We’re learning. Change is slow from
generation to generation.”

Oniqueh relaunched the Galena Cellars Wine Club, which has been a catalyst
for recent expansion. The club has grown
from 40 members to 1800 in the last year.
Eric can experiment with wines in smaller
batches because wine club members sign
up for packages based on preference. The
club has captivated a large Chicagoland
crowd of loyal customers, which has increased attendance at annual events.
“We’re able to sell wine to such a wide
variety of clientele,” Oniqueh said.
Galena Cellars has a unique business
model where they keep distribution local.
They control the wine all the way through
until it reaches the customer, which allows
them to share their family’s story. The
most rewarding feeling for them is seeing
a product go from grape to glass and having that product create such lasting memories in the people who enjoy it.
“Sharing such a neat passion with the
people I’m related to is so special to me,”
Britt said. “We were lucky to be as involved as we were growing up, and we’re

Eric left the Midwest to pursue a degree
in enology at California Polytechnic State
University. From there, he worked internships before being offered a full-time position in the Napa Valley, where he climbed
the ranks and built his resume before returning home to be Galena Cellars’ winemaker and president.
Britt assumed a different role. While
she was growing up, she loved to help
people in the tasting room at the downtown Galena location, rather than work
with the fruit itself. She remembers bottling wine with her brother and marvels at
how their duties have changed since then.
Britt earned a degree in marketing from
the University of St. Thomas in Minnesota.
She wanted to stay involved with the wine
industry, so she moved to California to
study wine marketing and hospitality at
Santa Rosa Junior College. It was interesting for her to see how the West Coast operated compared to the Midwest—much
faster. She gained experience in the Sonoma Valley and moved back home to be
Galena Cellars’ brand ambassador.
Eric and Britt work perfectly as a sibling duo because Eric does the winemaking and Britt does the marketing. Oniqueh
Giles, Eric’s wife, is the icing on the cake
with her background in winery back office
work. Contrary to the rest of the family,

Galena Brewing Co.-877_1

Downtown
Tasting Room

From left: Oniqueh Giles, Eric White,
Chris Lawlor-White, Britt White

Lots of
Parking

Lots of
Parking

Over 250 Vendors

28,000 sq. ft Antique Mall

� antiques � uniques � collectibles �
salvage� Vintage � flea Market
� upcycle � Grand Cafe Coffee Shop

Common Cents-382_1

Thousands of Unique & Vintage Gifts

300 West Street Elizabeth, IL 61028

grandantiqeco@gmail.com
815-858-9477

Open Daily 10am to 5pm
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Tammy’s

YOUR BEST

CHOICE

PRIME
CUTS
997 Galena Square Dr. 815-777-1111
HanD CUT MEaTS
& SEaFOODS

FRESH BakERY
CUSTOM CakES

FLORaL
DESIGnER

LIqUOR, WInE &
CRaFT BEER

The biggest selection of craft beers and wine in Galena!
Party trays
for every
occasion!
2020 Galenian
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Tammy’s-902_1

FOR

GRAB A BITE

Emmy Lou’s Cafe–815-777-4732
Casual Family | 11347 Oldenburg Ln, Galena

Light Dining | 444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, eagleridge.
com

Ayalas–815-776-9925
Mexican-American |239 N Main St, Galena

Frank O’Dowd’s–815-776-0707
Irish Pub | 9853 US 20 W, Galena,
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Paradise Bar & Grill–815-777-3245
Bar & Grill | 205 N Main St, Galena, paradisebargalena.com

Big Bill’s Sandwich Shop & Coffee Bar–815777-6979
Casual Family| 301 N Main St, Galena

Fried Green Tomatoes–815-777-3938
Italian | 213 N Main St, Galena, friedgreen.com

Pudgy’s–815-777-2797
Casual Family | 309 N Main St, Galena, pudgys.
business.site

Beijing Buffet–815-777-3888
Chinese| 951 Gear St, Galena

Fritz and Frites–815-777-2004
French & German Bistro | 317 N Main St, Galena,
fritzandfrites.com

Subway–815-777-4322
Casual Family | 10500 Bartell Blvd, Galena, subway.
com

Campeche–815-776-9950
Mexican | 230 N Commerce St, Galena,
campecheingalena.com

Galena Brewing Company–815-776-9917
Brew Pub | 227 N Main St, Galena, galenabrewery.com

Cannova’s Pizzeria–815-777-3735
Italian | 247 N Main St, Galena

Galena Tajin–815-281-2276
Mexican| 125 N Main St, Galena

Sunset Grille–815-777-4660
Casual Fine Dining | 8700 W Chestnut Rd, Galena,
chestnutmtn.com

Culver’s–815-777-9401
Family | 11371 Oldenburg Ln, Galena,
culvers.com/restaurants/galena

Gobbie’s Sports Pub & Eatery–815-777-0243
Sports Bar & Grill | 219 N Main St, Galena,
gobbiesgalena.com

DeSoto House Restaurants–815-777-0090
Casual Fine Dining | 230 S Main St, Galena,
desotohouse.com

Goldmoor Dining–815-777-3925
Fine Dining | 9001 West Sand Hill Rd, Galena,
goldmoor.com

Dillon’s–815-777-9141
Bar & Grill | 701 Franklin St, Galena

Highlands, Eagle Ridge–815-776-5252
Casual Fine Dining | 109 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena,
eagleridge.com

Durty Gurt’s Burger Joynt–815-776-9990
Casual Family | 235 N Main St, Galena,
durtygurtsburgerjoynt.com

Kaladi’s Coffee Bar–815-776-0723
Coffee Shop | 309 S Main St, Galena

Eagle Ridge Coffee Shop
Coffee Shop | 444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, eagleridge.com

Klein’s Bakery–815-776-0473
Bakery | 118 S Main St, Galena

Embe Eatery & Lounge–815-777-2323
Bar | 233 S Main St, Galena, embegalena.com

Little Tokyo–815-777-8883
Japanese & Sushi | 300 N Main St, Galena,
littletokyogalena.com
Log Cabin Steakhouse–815-777-0393
Steak House | 201 N Main St, Galena, logcabingalena.
com

Fresh

Daily

Los Aztecas–815-777-9066
Mexican | 975 Galena Square Dr, Galena,
losaztecasdubuqueandgalena.com

Market Bakery
Breads v Pies v Cookies & More

Market House Restaurant–815-777-0690
Casual Family | 204 Perry St, Galena,
markethouserestaurant.com
McDonald’s–815-777-2600
Casual Family | 957 Gear St, Galena, mcdonalds.com
Otto’s Place–815-776-0240
Casual Fine Dining | 100 Bouthillier St, Galena,
ottosplace.com
Paisanos, Eagle Ridge–815-776-5051

The Summit–800-397-1320
Bar & Grill | 8700 W Chestnut Rd, Galena,
chestnutmtn.com
Tammy’s Piggly Wiggly–815-777-1111
Bakery & Deli | 997 Galena Square Dr, Galena,
shopthepig.com/stores/store-314
Victory Cafe–815-777-4407
Casual Family | 200 N Main St, Galena, victorycafes.
com
Vinny Vanucchi’s–815-777-8100
Italian | 201 S Main St, Galena, vinnysgalena.com
Woodlands, Eagle Ridge–815-776-5050
Casual Fine Dining | 444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena,
eagleridge.com

SPIRITS &
LIBATIONS

Blaum Bros. Distilling Co.–815-777-1000
Distillery | 9380 W US 20, Galena, blaumbros.com
Galena Brewing Company–815-776-9917
Brew Pub | 227 N Main St, Galena, galenabrewery.com

Galena Cellars Vineyard &
Winery–815-777-3330
Winery | 515 S Main St, Galena (winery)
4746 N. Ford Rd, Galena (vineyard), galenacellars.com
Grape Escape, The–779-214-0003
Wine Bar & Grill | 242 N Main St, Galena,
grapeescapegalena.com
Jamie’s Wine Studio–815-777-0207
Wine Bar | 209 S Main St, Galena

Smell the Goodness!
v Sweet Breads
v Savory Breads
v Cookies v Pies
v Brownies

Klein’s-164_1

v Cinnamon Rolls

v Coffee & More!

118 S. Main Galena, IL
815-776-0473

Timmerman’s-899_1
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Mexican Restaurant
975 Galena Square, Galena IL

OPEN Daily: Mon. - Thurs. 11am - 10pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am - 11pm, Sun. 11am - 9pm

All
Serving ite
r
o
v
Fa
your
ges
Bevera

Come Visit Mexico in Galena!

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN ENTREES
DAIly lUNCH & DINNER SpECIAlS
CARRy-oUT AlwAyS AvAIlAblE

Check out our Facebook page @cajunjacks

Open daily for lunch and dinner
1336 Hwy. 20 W. Elizabeth, IL. 815-858-3535
Follow us on Facebook For updated InFormatIon

Wed. Lime
Marga rit a
12 oz.

Draft Beer

$ 19 9

Lunch
Margarita

$ 1 99 Daily

y
Du b uq u e o n l

Bud Light

Modelo
Special Draft
Miller Lite

lime onl y

Largest Variety of Mexican Beer & Tequila
in the Area! Voted Best Mexican Restaurant
in the Tri-States for more than 12 years!

� Over

100 Original
Family Recipes

$4 00

Your entire purchase
of $25 or more
Limit one (1) coupon per visit. Dine in Only.
Excludes Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays.
Not valid with any other offer. Tax and
Gratuity not included. Not valid on drink
specials. Expires 09/15/20

1: 975 Galena Square, Galena, IL

LOT

(815) 777-9066

2: 2700 Dodge Street, Dubuque, IA
(563) 584-0212
3: 2345 NW Arterial,
Dubuque, IA
(563) 583-5026
www.losaztecasdubuqueandgalena.com

KING

S OF PAR

Now Open 7
Days a Week

off

Los Aztecas-935_1

Complimentary
Chips & Salsa
with Lunch or
Dinner Order

Mon. - Thurs. 11am. - 10 pm. Fri. - Sun. 11am. - 12 Midnight

The Cove is located on the
shore of Apple Canyon
Lake. Featuring a relaxing
casual atmosphere with a
menu offering a variety
of entrees sure to please everyone. Take a scenic drive
through the countryside and visit us soon!
Note: The road
that circles Apple
Canyon Lake
is called Apple
Canyon Rd.

* Marks the Clubhouse
Recreation Core and
the Cove Restaurant

14A158 Canyon Club Drive , APPLE RIVER Il. 61001

815.492.0277

2020 Galenian
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Cajun Jack’s/Cove-737_1

You’re Only 15 Minutes from
Dubuque’s Finest
Mississippi River Cruise
Welcome aboard!
Warm and Happy Memories Start
On the Beautiful Mississippi River

• Luxurious yacht with 135-guest capacity
• Three Cruises daily, 7 days a week beginning
mid-April: Noon Lunch Cruise, Happy Hour Cruise
and Sunset Dinner Cruise
• Private charters, weddings, parties, work functions
Cruises depart from Dubuque Yacht Basin behind Catfish Charlie’s

make your reservations at americanladycruises.com
or call us at 563-557-9700

Open 7 Days a Week
Fish • Seafood • Pasta • Cajun Selections

The
Seafood
Experts

Full service catering to the
Galena area • 563-663-3458

located inside Catfish Charlie’s Restaurant
1630 E. 16th st. Dubuque, Ia
catfishcharliesdubuque.com • 563-582-8600
American Lady/Catfish Charlie’s-414_1

Loose Moose Saloon–815-777-2223
Bar| 940 Galena Square Dr, inside
Stoney Creek Inn, stoneycreekhotels.com

Galena’s Favorite Cafe

Home of the

Breakfast Served All Day

“Bigger
Bigger than your
Plate” Pancake

Massbach Ridge Winery–
Winery | 8837 S Massbach Rd, Elizabeth (vineyard)
117 N Main St, Galena (winery), massbachridge.com

NEIGHBORS

Cajun Jack’s Bar & Grill–815-858-3535
Bar & Grill | 1336 US Hwy 20 W, Elizabeth
Council Hill Station–815-777-2711
Casual Family | 6521 N Council Hill Rd, Scales Mound
Cove Bar & Grill, The–815-492-2700
Bar & Grill | 14A158 Canyon Club Dr, Apple River

Hilltop at Menominee, The–815-747-9914
Casual Family| 16680 US Hwy 20 W, East Dubuque
JM’s Tap–815-747-7730
Casual Family| 7625 N Menominee Rd, East Dubuque
Small Town Saloon–815-858-9111
Bar & Grill | 111 N Main St, Elizabeth
Stella’s Café & Catering–815-947-2080
Cafe & Catering | 100 N Main St., Stockton
Rocky Waters Winery–815-591-9706
Winery | 2003 W Hanover Rd, Hanover, rockywaters.
net
Three Sisters Sweet
Shoppe–815-858-5033
Bakery & Ice Cream| 224 N Main St., Elizabeth
Timmerman’s Supper Club–815-747-3316
Casual Fine Dining | 7777 Timmerman Dr, East
Dubuque, timmermanssupperclub.com
Woodbine Bend–815-858-3939
Casual Fine Dining | 3500 E Center Rd, Stockton,
woodbinebend.com

Enjoying an ice cream cone
on Galena’s historic Main
Street is always a treat.

Delicious Sandwiches, Burgers & Salads
Lunch Specials & Bruce’s Famous Homemade Soups

Beer, Wine, Cocktails
& Our Famous
Bacon Infused
Bloody Mary
Your Hometown Cafe with Delicious Homemade Food!

Cafe Open 6am to 2pm Daily

200 N. Main St. Galena, IL. 815.777.4407

victorycafes.com • suitevictorygalena.com

Downtown reserved parking included!
2020 Galenian 43

Victory Cafe-883_1

E-Town Coffee Shop Co.–815-820-2326
Casual Family | 141 N Main St, Elizabeth,
etowncoffeeco.com

Local restaurants, including Fried Green
Tomatoes, offer diverse menus.

Family Dining

Beostdy
Bloary
Mn
i a!
n
Gale

Daily
Specials
M-F 4pm 10pm

Paradise-920_1

Video Gaming!

Appe t izers • Soups
Salads • Sandwiche s
11 am - 10 pm
815•777•3245
205 N. Main St.
Galena, IL.

BRAZENOPENKITCHEN.com | 563 587.8899
DUBUQUE IOWA | 955 WASHINGTON ST

44

galenian.com

Brazen-734_1

OPEN KITCHEN | BAR

Steaks • Pasta • Seafood
• Dinner Pans To Go
Select 1/2 PRICED

BOTTLES of WINE
EVERY FRIDAY

Fried Green-874_1

WINO

WEDNESDAYS

3 A Glass

All House $
pours

Group Shuttle Available by Reservation

friedgreen.com • 815.777.3938 • 213 N. Main St., Galena, IL

LIMONCELLO
BLUSH
Vinny Vanucchi’s, Galena
A sweet and tangy drink made
of Villa Massa Lemoncello,
lemonade, cranberry juice and
compari liqueur.

CAFE MOCHA
Big Bill’s Sandwich Shop &
Coffee Bar, Galena
This dessert coffee drink packs
a punch with two shots of
espresso and mocha.

CHEERS!
Celebrate the signature sips of Galena
RED, WHITE
AND BOOZE
Chestnut Mountain Resort,
Galena
Experience the colors of July 4th
with this fruity drink of Svedka
blue raspberry vodka, lemonade
and blue Curacao.

BERRY SWEET

CHOCOLATE
STRAWBERRY
MARTINI

Massbach Ridge Winery,
Galena & Elizabeth
Savor the simple and smooth
estate rose wine kissed with
blackberry juice

Goldmoor, Galena
Taste the decadent flavors of
chocolate and fresh strawberry
lemon puree mixed with Grey
Goose Vodka and Cointreau.

RAGING
MARY TODD
DeSoto House, Galena
A new kind of Bloody Mary,
complete with homemade mix,
and your choice of vodka, topped
with candied bacon, Wisconsin
cheese and more.

HANOVER
RUBY RED
Fergedaboudit Vineyard &
Winery, Hanover
A spectacular blend of fine
grapes creates this soft tannin
and medium bodied wine.

SPARKLING
FRONTENAC
GRIS
Galena Cellars, Galena
This sparkling rosé has a touch
of sweetness with notes of rose
petals and strawberries.

MARGARITA
Los Aztecas, Galena
A classic margarita on the rocks
or frozen with your choice of
fruity flavoring.

SAZERAC
Blaum Bros. Distilling
Company, Galena
A smooth and flavorful drink
of Blaum Bros. Rye Whiskey,
simple syrup, Peychaud’s bitters,
absinthe rinse and lemon twist.

BUXOM BASIC
Brazen Open Kitchen,
Dubuque, Iowa
Capture the aromatics of gin,
elderflower and basil on a frothy
egg white head with this light,
slightly sweet cocktail.

GRASSHOPPER
Woodbine Bend, Galena
Taste the sweet and refreshing
flavors of summer with this
ice cream drink blended to
perfection.

WOODLANDS
PUNCH
Woodlands inside Eagle
Ridge Resort & Spa, Galena
A fresh, fruity vodka drink with
sweet notes of pineapple,
cranberry and orange.

GUMMY
BEAR MOJITO

BACON-INFUSED
BLOODY MARY

Cajun Jacks, Elizabeth
A fun summer drink of Blue
Curacao-filled Rum topped with
swedish fish.

Victory Cafe, Galena
You won’t regret indulging in
this ultra bacon-infused drink,
garnished with savory cube-sized
treats and crispy bacon.

TOWER RED
Rocky Waters Vineyard &
Winery, Hanover
Sip on this fruity wine aged in
French Oak, giving a hint of dark
chocolate.

CAJUN
LEMONADE
Catfish Charlie’s, Dubuque
Quench your thirst with this
kickin’ lemonade of Bird Dog
Blackberry Whiskey and
habanero simple syrup.

KIR ROYALE
Fritz & Frites Bistro, Galena
Notes of black currant define
this classic, bubbly French
drink of Creme de Cassis and
champagne.

BLOODY MARY
Paradise Bar & Grill, Galena
Indulge in this classic Bloody
Mary served in a frosted mug
with lemon, lime, pickle and your
choice of vodka.

EXPERIENCE

Ahh-MAZING

Goldmoor Inn
From exquisite
accommodations
to chefmade classic
cuisine, and views of the
Mississippi River Valley,
the Goldmoor Inn
is extraordinary.
Seeking culinary
indulgence? Dine in the
restaurant or at the Chef’s
Table to enjoy classic
recipes created with
the freshest ingredients
possible–many from
Goldmoor-900_1

our own garden.

Goldmoor Inn

Reservations: 815-777-3925

9001 West Sand Hill Road, Galena, Illinois

www.Goldmoor.com @GoldmoorInn

Cater at your home or choose a private dining venue on site for 10 to 150 guests.
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Grant Hills/LeFevre-903_1

1-815-777-3929
LeFevreInn.com
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Looking to get
your message across
with Galena’s best

G A L E N A’ S T O P D E S T I N A T I O N
FOR BANQUETS AND WEDDINGS

Graphic
Designers?

According to
chemistry,

Alcohol is
a Solution.
PROUD
SPONSOR

of the

Galena Center
for the Arts

TOURS, TASTINGS, GIFT SHOP &
SPECIALTY COCKTAIL BAR

the professionals at the
Galena Gazette can help.
815-777-0019
galenagazette.com
9380 West US Highway 20, Galena, IL
815-777-1000 www.BlaumBros.com

Galena Gazette

Ramada-916_1

The

N e w ly R e N ovat e d

•Complimentary Hot

Country Inn and Suites-855_1

Breakfast
•Free Freshly Baked
Cookies
•Pool, Whirlpool and
Game Room
•Breakfast Area
•Water park with
indoor pool with slide, baby pool with slide and full game room

50
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Rehabilitation Services
Cardiac Rehab
Emergency Medicine
Family Medicine

Occupational Therapy
Physical Therapy
Speech Therapy

Senior Care Services

Fitness

Adult Day Care
Assisted Living
Nursing Home

Inpatient

Specialty Clinic

Medicine
One MedicalInternal
Center
Drive | Galena,
CounselingIL
Services
Ear, Nose & Throat
(815)
777-1340
Laboratory
Cardiology

Gastroenterology
General Surgery
Ophthalmology
Orthopaedics
Podiatry
Wound Care

Radiology

Surgery

Building our
services to meet
your needs.

1 Medical Center Drive|Galena, IL
(815) 777-1340

Midwest Medical Center-933_1

Hospital|Clinics|Senior Care

Your health is our priority.
2020 Galenian
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Tree contest

TAKES ROOT

Biggest Tree Contest inspires locals to get outside and
explore their properties, public parks and preserves to find
the biggest trees in northwest Illinois
by Julia Lieb
Last year, Jo Daviess Conservation
Foundation (JDCF) held the Biggest
Tree Contest to find the biggest trees
in northwest Illinois. The contest had
over 120 entries representing 15 species of trees in Jo Daviess, Carroll and
Stephenson counties. The largest tree
of each species was awarded the biggest tree title. Many of the trees entered in the contest were found in local
yards or farmsteads, public parks and
preserves, and along roadways.
The contest was prompted by vari-

ous threats facing native tree species,
preventing them from flourishing.
Steve Barg, executive director of JDCF,
said the absence of preserved fires has
negatively impacted native trees. The
trees have thereby become fire intolerant. Without fires, native trees species
like oak hickory cannot be healthily
maintained.
JDCF has been working to preserve
a large amount of the oak hickory species. At Horseshoe Mound, a property
owned by JDCF since 2014, local volunteers and the Galena Area Land En-
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thusiasts are working hard to remove
invasive foreign species and open
up the area to more native trees and
shrubs.
“They are working on Horseshoe
Mound to return the oak hickory forest
that will thrive there,” said Barg of the
two acres of land they are restoring on
the north end of Horseshoe Mound.
The two acres of land will open this
summer, complete with a walking trail
leading to a new outlook.
“That portion of land is just jawdropping beautiful,” Barg said.
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Outside the Lines-928_1

^ Pull-through sites available
^ 8 camping cabins with queen size beds and bunks

Located at the eastern gateway
to Galena, Horseshoe Mound boasts
40 acres of hiking trails that extend
throughout the property and offer
panoramic views of the city of Galena,
distant views of Iowa, the Mississippi
River, and several other geological
mounds in Iowa and Wisconsin.
Horseshoe Mound features a wide
array of native tree species, including
burr oaks, bitternut hickories and shagbark hickories.
You can learn more about the fauna and flora of Horseshoe Mound on
monthly tours around the property on
the third Saturday of each month, JuneSeptember.
With the Biggest Tree Contest, Barg
said JDCF wanted “to engage people in
thinking about trees.”
JDCF modeled its criteria for the contest after the Illinois Big Tree Registry
guidelines.
“When we were first starting to
think about how to do the contest, we
looked at Illinois Big Tree Registry, and
their guidelines were very complex.
They required the height, the circumference and the average crown spread

of big trees,” said Jessica Hepker, JDCF
education and outreach manager.
JDCF simplified the measuring process because it wanted the community
to get outside and enjoy the beautiful
trees in the area.
“We chose the single easiest criterion which was measuring the circumference of the tree at 4.5 feet tall,” Barg
said.
From May until October, JDCF volunteers Pam Johnson and Michele
Brueggen Cahill drove to every entry
site to measure the trees, take photos
and collect anecdotes.
“A lot of these trees were on the
back 40 of someone’s property. We
have a lot of hilarious stories about
that. Michelle had to ride on the back
of a tractor and hold on for dear life to
make it to one of the big trees on a resident’s property,” Hepker said. “Another
person said he was born at his family
farm, a fifth generation farm, and that
he had this tree that was hundreds of
years old. He found a Buffalo nickel under the tree as a child, and now he’s 80
years old.”
A tree treasure map is in the works to
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help visitors find the champion trees at
JDCF sites. You can also discover more
species of trees at Schurmeier Forest, a
wondrous woodland and teaching forest. Schurmeier Forest was JDCF’s first
property. It was donated by Jerry and
John Schurmeier in 1994.
The best time to visit the forest is
May through June when there is an
abundance of blooming woodland
wildflowers. Find wildflowers like
ferns, trillium and Jack-in-the-pulpit as
you wander through the forest.
Schurmeier is a northern hardwood
forest characterized by families of trees
including beech, elm, olive, rose and
walnut. This 52-acre property is a rugged hillside entirely wooded. Although
the site was generally logged many
years ago, the deeper ravines include
some awe-inspiring old growth timber. Learn more about the native trees
of Schurmeier with self-paced guidebooks provided for visitors at the site.
“The woodland wildflowers are
spectacular and there are not a lot of
invasive species, so it’s pretty clean.
(Schurmeier) is my favorite,” Hepker
said.

Soak in breathtaking
sights and rich history
at these Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation
preserves

get outside and explore

JDCF PROPERTIES

Galena Gateway Park

9300 W Powder House Hill Road,
Galena. Visit one of Illinois’ most scenic
views, overlooking downtown Galena and
surrounding mounds. Galena Gateway
Park, a partnership with the city of Galena,
includes natural prairies with an alwayschanging population of wild flowers and
woodlands. There are mowed and gravel
paths for hiking, running, mountain biking,
bird watching and picnicking.

Horseshoe Mound

1679 N Blackjack Road, Galena. Lo-

cated at the eastern gateway to the historic city of Galena, the 40-acre Horseshoe
Mound features a central gathering area
with a stone compass, viewing scopes,
hiking trails and scenic outlooks with a 40mile view including parts of Illinois, Iowa,
Wisconsin and the Mississippi River, making Horseshoe the perfect place to watch
the sunset.

Wapello

8642 Ill 84 South, Hanover. Named after the original name of Hanover and the
chief of the Fox Indians, Wapello is located
just south of Hanover. Referred to as the
“John Chapman Archaeological Site” by
the National Register of Historic Places,
Wapello was the meeting point of two
Native American cultures, the northern
Woodland and southern Mississippian
Native American tribes. Walking trails,
featuring effigy mounds and villages, are
equipped with interpretive signage.

Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary

5559 E Rush Creek Road, Stockton. Explore 109 acres of prairie, forest and grassland at the only bird sanctuary in the coun-

ty, which offers a peaceful environment to
watch the sun set. It features six miles of
walking trails and two observation decks
for bird watching. So far, over 120 species
of birds have been identified on site.

Buehler Preserve

102 Jefferson St, Galena. The eastern
portion of Buehler Preserve contains a hilly
woodland; the western portion, a flood
plain that offers water filtration, a prairie
restoration and open space in close proximity to the city of Galena. The Galena River Trail, open for bikers, dog-walkers and
hikers, extends from the Meeker Street
footbridge.

Schurmeier Teaching Forest

147 E Reusch Road, Elizabeth. In memory of their parents, Jerry and Jon Schurmeier donated 52 acres of land to JDCF in
1994. With the help of the Northwest Illinois Forestry Association and a grant from
the Illinois Council on Forestry Development, the Schurmeier Teaching Forest was
created on the 11 westernmost acres of the
property. Schurmeier is the only teaching
forest in Illinois.

Garrett Hillary

Illinois Licensed Broker, REALTOR®

Garrett@GarrettHillary.com

(815) 297-4150

GarrettHillary.KW.com
Averaged 1 closing every 9 Days in 2019!

Realtors® Political Action Committee Major Investor
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Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Casper Bluff

870 S Pilot Knob Road, Galena. Casper
Bluff Land and Water Reserve offers rich
Native American history on its 100-acre site
of prairies, savannas and effigy mounds.
Breathtaking views of the Mississippi River, Iowa and Illinois can be seen from dawn
until dusk at Casper Bluff. There are 51 burial mounds indicating that the area served
as ceremonial grounds for the Late Woodland Indians. On the property, visitors will
also find the last known intact Thunderbird
Effigy Mound in the state.

Don’t let your investment
dreams float away…

Let my enthusiasm
and proven success
help you achieve
your goals!

West Street
SCULPTURE PARK
Galenian John Martinson turns metal scraps
into out-of-the-box sculptures

by Emma Eaton
It’s amazing what one can turn into art. John Martinson, creator of the West Street Sculpture Park,
constantly thinks out of the box and creates sculptures from scraps.
Founded in 1986, the West Street Sculpture Park
is home to over a dozen welded steel sculptures
spread across two acres. Visitors can take a selfguided tour along wooded paths to see 40-foot
towers, humorous assemblages and contemplative
pieces. The park, located at 620 S West St in Galena,
is open year-round. Martinson can often be found
working on his latest project in his on-site studio.
He and wife, Sara, have lived in Galena for over
40 years. After visiting for a weekend, they fell in
love with the beauty of the town and its reputation
as a hub for artists and creative thinkers.
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However, creating sculptures was not always
Martinson’s passion. He used to paint, and later
made jewelry. Growing up, his great-uncle painted
landscapes, and this led Martinson to his lifelong
love of art. He found his passion for sculpture while
taking art classes at the University of WisconsinMadison.
Martinson describes his construction style as abstract. He enjoys working with materials some would
label “junk,” like old tools and farming implements.
He deconstructs old motorcycles, and oftentimes
people just stop by with cardboard boxes full of materials. Like many, he enjoys repurposing rather than
simply discarding.
“It makes it interesting for me because I get different materials and combine them to actually do
something that changes them a little bit; it’s really
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John Martinson

cool,” Martinson said. “The stuff that
nobody wants is good for art.”
Some of Martinson’s projects have
taken him up to a year, while others
take 15 minutes. It all depends on the
size of the sculpture, as he has created
both 40-foot towers and little signs.
The pieces he creates for galleries and
individuals are much smaller, but in the
park he can really expand without size
constraints.
“As long as it can stand up against
the wind, it can go here,” Martinson
said.
Martinson currently has sculptures
on display at the Outside the Lines Art
Gallery, located in downtown Galena.
He also recently showcased his sculp-

ture “Blue Gong” at the Galena Center
for the Arts. The piece was constructed from an old washing machine and
rings like a gong when struck.
Martinson laughed and said he
does not have a favorite sculpture.
Referencing Picasso, he raised his
hand denoting that art is like fingers–
one does not have a favorite finger.
He is working on various small
sculptures consisting of tires and old
scrap pieces. Martinson said he likes to
plan and organize all the materials he
is going to use before starting with an
empty space and working his way up.
When visitors come to the park,
Martinson wants them to appreciate the different kinds of materials he
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uses and the way they interact with
the landscape. He also urges people to
take a walk around the park for some
exercise, even in the cold months.
His advice to aspiring artists: “Be
flexible. It’s always a good idea to
have a versatile skill because things
rarely go as planned. You never know
where you may end up.”

WEST STREET
SCULPTURE PARK
620 S West St,
Galena, 815-777-9591,
weststreetsculpturepark.com

one-of-a-kind

Kelli May-Krenz

GALLERIES

Take home unique artwork from Jo Daviess County galleries and studios
West Street Sculpture Park

Galena Center for the Arts

Artists and Artisans

Galena Clay Works

620 S West St, Galena 815-777-9591. The West Street
Sculpture Park offers large, welded metal sculptures made
by artist John Martinson. weststreetsculpturepark.com

219 Summit St, Galena, 779-214-0261. The Galena Center for
the Arts is a non-profit elevating and celebrating regional
arts. galenacenterforthearts.com

137 N Main St, Elizabeth, 815-213-5880. Community-focused
art gallery and activity center, specializing in local and
regional artists and artisans, as well as emerging talent.
facebook.com/137nmain

704 Dewey Ave, Galena, 815-978-7765. Galena Clay Works
features pottery by Kent Henderson. His clay works are all
made and fired on the premises. galenaclayworks.net

Janet Checker Studio

Galena Spoon Co.

306 S Prospect St, Galena, 224-209-6409. It is an artist
residence, a working studio, a pop-up gallery and retail shop.
thespooncarvercottage.com

115 S High St, Galena, 815-777-2277. Janet Checker Studio
offers visitors a chance to see Checker’s original works using
oils, pastels and small paintings. janetcheckerstudio.com

Kelli May-Krenz Studio

Galena, 952-449-9231, by appointment only. Kelli May-Krenz
is a fabric designer, graphic designer, illustrator and online
class teacher. Classes at kellimaykrenz.com.

Hello Galena!

121 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-777-1448. Hello Galena!
offers unique gifts and artwork for all ages made entirely by
Jo Daviess County artists. hellogalena.org

Pinder Pottery & Gallery

236 N Main St, Galena, 815-291-0618. Joe Pinder brings his
unique pottery and 29 years of experience creating wheelthrown, stoneware pottery to Galena. pinderpottery.com

Outside the Lines Gallery

101 S Main St, Galena, 815-776-9166. Owned by Connie
Twining, Abby Schrup and Stormy Mochal, it features
handmade items from over 140 artists. otlag.com

River Bend Gallery

815-281-9199. Geoffrey Mikol is a photographer who owns
River Bend Gallery with his family. riverbendgalleries.com

Christine Warner Art Studio

219 Summit St, Galena, 815-275-4133. Christine Warner’s
studio features her large-scale acrylic paintings.
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Richard Hess

Janet Checker

Northwest Designs Glass Studio

Eshelman Pottery

Skidmore Art Gallery

Stoned Art Studio

Stone House Pottery & Gallery

Woodbine Glass Museum

Seagraves Sculpture

Amy May Photography

Dejawood

Marie’s Wood Carving

238 N Main St., Elizabeth, 815-858-2327. Pottery by Paul
Eshelman is contemporary, and functional. Various cups and
platters are presented elegantly. eshelmanpottery.com

13493 E Blair Hill Road, Stockton, 815-947-2983. Pennie
Groezinger’s studio features local artists using fusing
techniques to create jewelry and wine stops.
319 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-1500. Offering original artwork
from professional artist Mark Skidmore, the gallery features a
wide variety of artwork. skidmoreart.net
418 Spring St, Galena, 815-777-0354. Featuring work by Charles
Fach, Stone House Pottery & Gallery has a variety of artwork.
stonehousepotterygalena.com
3522 S Ebys Mill Road, Elizabeth, 815-858-3684. Bronze,
stone and wood sculptures made by David Seagraves.
davidseagraves.com
121 N Main St, Elizabeth, 815-777-9625. Laszlo Marton
transforms logs, barn wood and other wood into household
items to be cherished forever.

284 N Snipe Hollow Road, Elizabeth, 708-565-7967.
Photographer Henry Matthiessen offers guided photography
tours and private workshops. stonedartstudio.com
3799 E Woodbine St, Stockton, 815-947-3904. Displaying
4,000 pieces of hand-blown glass, the museum represents 200
modern studios.
119 N Main St, Stockton, 815-238-6648. Amy Laskye creates
permanent visual images of subjects. amymayphotography.
com
106 S Main St, Stockton, 563-543-4276. Marie McDonough
carves custom woodworks of wildlife. Marieswoodcarvings.
com

“As your Realtor® I will
dedicate 100% effort to
make sure your Real Estate
goals are achieved.”

Ken Calvert

Illinois Licensed Broker, REALTOR®

(563) 543-9845
KCCalvert@KW.com

Helping Northwest Illinois
Buyers and Sellers of
Residential, Resort, Land/Farm,
and Commercial Properties

Commitment to Service & Community
20 Years of Service in the United States Army
EMT & Vice-President of Galena Area EMS

Keller Williams Realty Signature
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Ken Calvert-1827_1

2020 Galenian

65

Living history at the

Belden School

Retired educator’s book series is set in a historic one-room school in
The Galena Territory, the location of a children’s writing camp
she hosts each summer as youth take a step back in time.
by Hillary Dickerson
Each summer, for just a few days, the historic Belden
School in The Galena Territory comes alive with the sounds
of children learning and playing at the Belden Boy Writing
Camp for Children, a three-day summer day camp organized
by Pattie Harte-Naus of the Belden Boy book series.
It has been held for the past several years with great
succcess. Students can master the art of writing and illustrating their own hard-covered picture book as they sit at the
desks in the 1859 school building and let their imaginations
run wild. During breaks, the budding authors play stick ball
and enjoy a picnic lunch by the nearby creek.
The camp, which is open to youth in third grade through
high school, is a labor of love for Harte-Naus, who has used
the Belden School as the setting for her four books in the
Belden Boy series. A retired educator, Harte-Naus loves to
watch the campers create.

Background

In the early 2000s, when Harte-Naus, who taught fourth
and fifth grades for 34 years in Glen Ellyn, was working on
her master’s through Northern Illinois University, she needed a project and approached the greenspace committee at
The Galena Territory, where she had a second home. Her
options were to pull weeds or lead the effort to restore the
former Belden School, a one-room schoolhouse tucked in
the woods on Territory property.
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Belden Boy Writing Camp for Children
Belden School, Galena Territory
beldenboy.com for more information
The decision was simple: she accepted the schoolhouse
challenge and met up with Bob Kleckner, a farmer from
Stockton who had tons of information on the one-room
schools that were once so common in Jo Daviess County.
Kleckner turned out to be a treasure chest of information.
He entrusted Harte-Naus with two journals he had from
Belden School, one from 1871 and another from 1923. The
journals offered insight into the day-to-day operations, including the supplies that were purchased, the names of the
students who attended and other great stories.
As Harte-Naus worked on the Belden project, she continued to teach literacy and social studies in Glen Ellyn, and
found that the research she was doing and the information
she was collecting fit in perfectly in her classroom.
As a child, Harte-Naus had loved the Little House series
by Laura Ingalls Wilder. She also had personal stories of being bullied, and her own experiences as the head of a classroom of students.
Harte-Naus found her work on Belden meshed well as
she created a model one-room schoolhouse for her graduate work and did presentations.
She also presented her work to the Galena Territory As-
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sociation, which formed a committee to do fundraisers for the school
and host reunions.

Belden history

Writing the series

Then Harte-Naus decided to
write her first book, “The Adventures of Peter McDugal.” She saw
the book as a way to honor the
stories of the Belden School and
address bullying in society today.
Using the old journals, she wrote a
mix of fiction and non-fiction. The
proceeds from the first two years
of book sales went to the Belden
School committee for work on the
building. The book was awarded
the 2012 Country Schoolhouse of
America Award and was a 2013 finalist for the Eric Hoffer Award.
For years, Harte-Naus said,
she’d wanted to become an author, but like many, she had no idea
where to start. She finally realized
that combining her life experiences
with the schoolhouse setting was
her starting point.
“I can feel the feelings of the
kids,” said Harte-Naus.
Once
Harte-Naus
started,
she couldn’t stop. She wrote

“My Sometimes Pal,” which won
the CLIPPA Award, an honor she
learned of while in the classroom,
surrounded by the students who’d
played such a role in the book’s
creation.
After that, it was “Backwoods
Bully,” written from the bully’s perspective, and “Annie’s Tale,” about
a girl who moved to the area from
Minnesota and is being raised by
her father and grandfather and
brings an outsider’s perspective to
the school. Harte-Naus has another
book in the works, “Canary Song,”
to add to her collection of works,
which also includes “Lil Bob: A Journey of a Lost Pup.”
The books are available in Galena at Outside the Lines gallery, Hello Galena! and Big Bill’s Sandwich
Shop. They can also be ordered at
beldenboy.com.

Belden School was built in 1859 at the center
of Guilford Township in Jo Daviess County and
was named after Thomas Belden, an early settler who served as a school trustee.
The third one-room schoolhouse to be built
in the township, the stone structure had no
electricity, running water or bathrooms until
1880 when two outhouses were built at a cost
of $17 each.
One teacher instructed all the students, and
all grades were taught at the same time. The
last classes were held in 1943 when consolidation of small districts occurred.
The Belden School is located off Heatherdowns Lane in The Galena Territory.
The Belden School Restoration Committee
was formed in 2004 and raised funds and restored the building to how it appeared in 1936.
On Sept. 5, 2009, Belden School celebrated its
Sesquicentennial.
Volunteer docents provide tours and special
events at the school on the first and third Saturdays in June, July, August and September, from
10 am to noon.
Visit BeldenSchool.com.

SkipandCarol@KW.com
815-238-6083 Skip
815-266-7171 Carol

SkipandCarol.KW.com
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Watch “Mysteries of the Driftless - The Documentary” by Rob Nelson
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SKIP and CAROL SCHWERDTFEGER

RICH DISTILLING HISTORY
leads to present-day success

BLAUM
BROS.
DISTILLING
COMPANY
9380 US Hwy
20 W, Galena,
815-777-1000,
blaumbros.com

by Emma Eaton
Even before Prohibition officially ended on Dec.
3, 1933, there were plans for a distillery to open on
Franklin Street in Galena.
The Jo Daviess County Distillery was incorporated for $200,000 in January of 1934. It would
engage in the distillation, bottling and sale of
whiskey, gin and other spirits. The general attitude toward the new business was positive, as it
would create around 25 jobs. The by-product from
the malt was nutritious for the nearby cattle, which
was an additional benefit. The distillery was opening in the former Citizens’ Ice Co.
After five months of construction, operations
began in May. There were three labels made for 101
proof rye whiskey called “Seven Generals” “Old
Julien Dubuque” and “Old Sommers,” after the
chief distiller F.X. Sommers. The plant made 2,000
gallons of rye whiskey daily using 500 bushels of
grain. The heavy grain usage was great for the local
farm market.
The distillery grew rapidly, receiving expensive
bulk orders and getting new machinery, and by the
end of 1934, the business was ready for an expansion. According to an article in the Galena Daily Gazette on Nov. 23, 1934, the Jo Daviess County Distillery remodeled the Linenfelser building on South
Main Street, believed to be the present day home
of Galena Garlic Company, to be its bottling plant.
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Matt and Mike Blaum
This new department employed 40 new people,
a majority of them being women. The steady success continued to please the public.
However, sometime between 1937 and 1942, Jo
Daviess County Distillery closed and lay empty. On
May 25, 1943, Spring Valley Distillery representative Joseph Schiff, of Louisville, Ky., purchased the
building. He wanted to begin operations as soon
as possible in order to produce alcoholic products
for the war effort. The machinery from the old plant
remained, so it was just a matter of getting it back
into working condition.
The manufacture of alcohol for government war
use was the prime objective of reopening the plant,
but Schiff planned to continue making distilled

We Make Dreams Come True
in Jo Daviess County
From application to loan closing, we’ll help you every
step of the way to make the borrowing process as simple
as can be.
Apple River State Bank and First Community Bank of
Galena offer a wide array of real estate financing
options—whether you are buying, building or
refinancing your home. We can also provide financing
for that special home project.
AppleRiverStateBank.com
Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs
Galena, IL – First Community Bank – 101 Exchange St. (815) 777-6300

Greg Duerr

Valerie Stocks

Ben Wooden

NMLS #627995

NMLS #627373

NMLS #888993

Zeke Winders

Doug Laity

NMLS #629325

NMLS #1116301

Tim White

Brock Gill
NMLS #627519

Marcy Doyle

NMLS #1438351

Jason Thomasson
NMLS #627892

Visit any of our 36 convenient ATMs
throughout Jo Daviess County.
With the largest deposit base of any bank in
Jo Daviess County, Apple River State Bank is proud
to provide convenience banking options for area
residents and guests.
1. Apple River State Bank, 103 N. Main Street

2. Apple River, Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course,
14A200 E Apple Canyon Lake Road
3. Apple River, Thriving Thistle Market,
300 W. Hickory Street
4. Elizabeth, Apple River State Bank,
112 N. Main Street
5. Elizabeth, The Little Keg,
103 Diagonal St and Hwy 20

6. Galena, Casey's General Store,
10889 W. Red Gates Rd.

7. Galena, Country Inn and Suites,
11334 Oldenburg Ln.

8. Galena, Desoto House Hotel, 230 S. Main Street

To get started, apply online at our website:
http://www.appleriverstatebank.com/loanapp.htm

9. Galena, Dillon's Pizza, 701 Franklin Street

10. Galena, Elks Club, 123 N. Main Street

11. Galena, Fast Shop, 9227 Highway 20 West

12. Galena, First Community Bank of Galena,
101 Exchange Street (Highway 20 and Franklin)
13. Galena, Galena Brewing Company,
227 N. Main Street

14. Galena, Galena Golf Club, 11557 US 20 W
15. Galena, Ramada Inn, 11383 US 20 West
16. Galena, Tammy’s Piggly Wiggly,
997 Galena Square Drive

17. The Galena Territory Association,
2000 Territory Dr.

18. The Galena Territory, Eagle Ridge General Store,
425 Eagle Ridge Drive
19. The Galena Territory, Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa,
444 Eagle Ridge Drive

20. The Galena Territory, Shenandoah Riding Center,
200 N. Brodrecht Rd.
21. The Galena Territory, Woodstone Restaurant,
109 Eagle Ridge Drive
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22. Gratiot, WI, Mortar Tavern, 5875 Main Street
23. Hanover, Apple River State Bank, 215 Jefferson
24. Hanover, River Ridge High School,
4141 Hwy. 84
25. Hazel Green, WI, Apple River State Bank,
3525 N. Percival St.
26. Kieler, WI, Birchwood Golf Course,
3976 Eagle Point Rd.
27. Menominee, JM’s Tap, 7625 Menominee Road
28. Scales Mound, Apple River State Bank,
510 N. Main Street
29. Stockton, Casey's General Store,
150 S. Main Street
30. Stockton Travel Center, 601 E. North Ave, #2
31. Warren, Apple River State Bank,
135 E. Main Street
32. Warren, Casey's General Store, 113 W. Main
33. Warren, Pecatonica Beer Company Taphouse,
136 Main Street
34. Warren, 7989 Route 78 South (Tisdell Avenue)
35. Warren, Smiley’s Pub, 105 E. Main Street
36. Warren, Warren High School, 311 S. Water Street

First Community Bank-871_1

LOAN PERSONNEL

Apple River State Bank locations: Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL
Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI

Member FDIC

DISTILLERY TIMELINE

1933

Even before Prohibition officially ended
on Dec 3, 1933, Jo Daviess County Distillery was in the works.

1934

Jo Daviess County Distillery, located on
Franklin Street in Galena, was incorporated for $200,000 in January 1934. The
plant bottled and sold whiskey and gin,
among other spirits.

1937

After the craze of Prohibition faded, Jo
Daviess Distillery closed sometime between 1937 and 1942 and lay vacant.

1943

Jo Daviess County Distillery was purchased by Joseph Schiff on May 25, 1943.
He renamed the distillery Grant Hills and
reopened it to produce alcoholic products for the war effort.

1945

On Jan. 2, 1945, Grant Hills was sold
to Walter Schaub of Chicago, who reopened it under the name Grant Hills Distilling Co. Schaub’s operation produced
1,000 gallons of whiskey daily.

2013

Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. was founded
in 2013 by brothers Matt and Mike
Blaum. Located right along US 20 West,
Blaum Bros. offers a special selection of
whiskey, vodka and gin, all made from
scratch.

Blaum Bros. Distilling Co.

spirits for public consumption after the
war.
The new distillery, called Grant Hills,
experimented with dehydrated potatoes
that were left over from war supplies used
to feed soldiers.
The first tests began in March 1944 and
became the main source of spirits for the
plant. Grant Hills Distillery, Inc. employed
15 people, with expected growth.
On January 4, 1945, the property was
sold to Walter R. Schaub of Chicago.
Schaub changed the name to Grant Hills
Distilling Co., and hired P.F. McAlister as
the chief distiller. Wheat, rye and barley
were imported due to scarcity in the local
market, but nevertheless, 1,000 gallons of
whiskey were produced daily and shipped
to Chicago for bottling.

Present day

Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. was founded
in 2013 by brothers Matt and Mike Blaum.
Right along US 20, visitors can schedule a
tour or stop by to enjoy their selection of
whiskey, vodka, gin and more.
Blaum Bros. selects grains both locally
and internationally and controls the rest of
the process from the milling, mashing, fermenting and distilling in a copper still.
Taking a leap of faith, the Blaums left
their careers and decided to start a distillery in an unfamiliar town. They knew the
move was risky but were confident they
would find success.
“Galena’s history definitely impacted
our decision to open up here,” Mike said.

The Blaums learned about the previous
distilleries and wanted to pay tribute, thus
they modeled their Bourbon whiskey bottle label after the original Jo Daviess County Distillery Bourbon. The color scheme of
red, white and blue is the same, as well as
the fonts and layout.
The Blaums also pride themselves in
staying true to the integrity of Galena.
They make all their spirits from scratch using only local grains.
“A lot of craft distilleries today don’t
do it this way, and we wanted to do it the
same way they did it here years ago,” Matt
said.
However, Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. is
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still very different than previous Galena
distilleries.
After Prohibition ended, people weren’t
concerned with the quality of the alcohol.
The distilleries did not age products very
long because they knew people would still
purchase it.
“That’s the difference between distilling back then and now. Back then, people
didn’t care about the craft and the taste,”
Matt said.
Now, in 2020, the Blaum brothers
could not be happier with their distillery.
They consider themselves lucky to have a
family business and a sibling dynamic that
works so well.
The Blaums have complete trust in one
another and are excited to see what the future holds.
“It’s nice to be able to start with a raw
material and take it all the way through to
a finished product. Not many people have
the opportunity to do that,” Mike said.

Galena
SUFFRAGETTES
The Fight For Suffrage exhibit at the Galena & U.S. Grant Museum
details the local women’s voting rights movement

The decades-long battle was worth it
on June 17, 1919, when Illinois ratified the
19th amendment. Years later, the League
of Women Voters of Jo Daviess County was
formed in 1981.
The Fight For Suffrage exhibit will be
open through the end of 2020.
There are artifacts from the museum
collection, such as early League of Women
Voters materials and photographs. A timeline highlighting key voting rights laws is
also featured.
Learn more about the Galena & U.S.
Grant Museum and the historical society at
galenahistory.org.

GALENA & U.S. GRANT
MUSEUM
211 S Bench St , Galena,
815-777-9131, galenahistory.org
port already given.”
At the time, Trout was the president of
both the Chicago Political Equality League
and the Illinois Equal Suffrage Association. She was born in Maquoketa, Iowa, 45
miles from Galena, and moved to Chicago,
thus she was familiar with northern Illinois.
Galenian Bertha M. Stryker became one of
nine state directors elected to the Illinois
Equal Suffrage Association in 1912.

ALL ABOUT A
GHOST TOUR
A fascinating walking tour
with stories about Galena’s
Ghostly past and present
A mix of History & Mystery

Friday and Saturday
Evenings at 8 p.m.
Tours year-round
call for more information

(815) 777-9252

allaboutaghosttourgalena
2020 Galenian
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All About a Ghost Tour-118_1

by Emma Eaton
Illinois was the first state east of the
Mississippi River to grant women the right
to vote for president, and Galena played a
significant role in this accomplishment.
The Fight For Suffrage temporary exhibit at the Galena & U.S. Grant Museum
details the movement for women’s voting
rights that occurred right here in Galena.
Sarah Coates Harris, wife of steamboat
captain Daniel Smith Harris, organized the
1869 Grand Woman Suffrage Convention
in Galena, which both Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony attended.
Coates Harris maintained a strong relationship with Anthony, and she was a
frequent guest to the Harris’ mansion,
presently called The Steamboat House on
South Prospect Street.
In an 1869 letter to the Galena Gazette,
Coates Harris wrote, “Thinking minds cannot fail to see good or evil, female suffrage
now looms rapidly above the horizon, as
the great question of the hour. Let us hear
all we can, that we may choose the right
side.”
Almost 50 years later, the women of
Galena were still fighting for suffrage. They
posted signs, sent letters to the state government and wore the suffragette colors of
purple, white and green.
Galena also boasted two women’s
clubs–Outlook and Fortnightly–led by
N.G. Garlock and Helen M. Stryker, respectively. The clubs allowed women to discuss intellectual topics and enhance their
civic involvement.
On May 22, 1918, the Galena Outlook
Club wrote Grace Wilbur Trout, a prominent American suffragist.
The note said, “We wish to go on record
as heartily favoring the passage of the Susan B. Anthony amendment in the immediate future, as we feel the passage of the
same is an essential war measure. We also
wish to express our approval of the sup-

Driftless Area

HISTORY
Grant’s Home

Old Blacksmith Shop

Spend time at a museum and learn all about historic Jo Daviess
County and the surrounding Driftless Area
Galena & U.S. Grant Museum

211 S. Bench St, Galena, 815-7779129, Galenahistory.org, 9 am to 4:30
pm daily. Step inside the Galena & U.S.
Grant Museum in Galena to discover
the history behind the area’s lead mining, steamboating and commercial success during the Civil War era. Meet the
spirit of Ulysses Grant in a hologram
that welcomes guests into the museum.
There are also true national treasures,
like the “Peace in Union” and “General Grant on the Battlefield” paintings
and the flag from the Vicksburg Siege.
The museum is located in an 1858
Italianate mansion built as a private
residence by Galena merchant Daniel
Barrows. It features over 6,000 square
feet of exhibit space and presentations on lead mining in the northwest
region, the Driftless Area, Grant’s
leather store and the Port of Galena.
Souvenirs, gifts and books are available for purchase in the gift shop.

Old Blacksmith Shop

245 Commerce St, Galena, 815-7771893, May through October. The Old

Blacksmith Shop is a museum, but there
are forges that operate and blacksmiths
are on duty during the season.
Check out the well-stocked gift shop
filled with things made by blacksmiths
and also the local foundry. They do
beautiful custom work as well. Come
watch the sparks fly at the Old Blacksmith Shop. Open 10 am to 4 pm Friday
through Monday.

U.S. Grant Home

500 Bouthillier St, Galena, 815-7773310. The U.S. Grant Home was built in
1859-60. When Gen. Ulysses S. Grant
returned to the city in 1865 as a Civil War
hero, he was presented with the house.
Grant used the home as his official
political and voting address, living there
with his family during his 1868 presidential campaign, and then for a few brief
periods during his presidency (18691877) and retirement. The restored U.S.
Grant Home is a two-story brick structure, decorated and furnished to represent the mid-1860s, primarily with family heirlooms.
The site includes several small
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mid-19th century homes comprising
the three-block Grant Home Historic
Neighborhood. Grant State Park, a treeshaded area south of the Grant Home,
has picnic tables for use. Also in the park
is the Long House, a log building constructed in 1851 and moved to the site
from Elizabeth in 1976, representing a
typical settler’s home of mid-19th-century Jo Daviess County. The house is not
open Mondays or Tuesdays but is open
every other day from 9 am to 4:45 pm.

Apple River Fort

311 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-8582028, Appleriverfort.org. The Apple River Fort at 311 E. Myrtle St, Elizabeth, was
the site of an important battle during the
Black Hawk War. On June 24, 1832, the
settlers of the fort turned back an attack
by 200 Sauk and Fox warriors led by
Black Hawk himself.
The war ceased the threat of Sauk
and Fox Native American attacks in the
area and opened the region to further
settlement. Today, the fort has been reconstructed and is open for self-guided
tours May through October until 5 pm.

Need a Musician?
THAT’S ME!

Garrett Hillary

How about a
Balloon ride?
RIGHT AGAIN!

Illinois Licensed Broker, REALTOR®

Garrett@GarrettHillary.com

Realtors® Political Action Committee Major Investor

Keller Williams Realty Signature
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Garrett Hillary-1826_1

(815) 297-4150

GarrettHillary.KW.com
Averaged 1 closing every 9 Days in 2019!

But most importantly…
are you looking for an
experienced Realtor®
who will protect your
interests and guide you
through a successful
Real Estate transaction?

LET ME BE THE ONE

Apple River Fort
Come to Elizabeth to
see and hear a great
frontier story.
815.858.2028
appleriverfort@gmail.com
appleriverfort.org

Luxurious and historical vacation
suites on Main Street, Galena
For information and booking,
visit www.ulyssessuites.com
214 S. Bench Street, Galena IL

Ulysses Suites-2081_1

Apple River Fort-696_1
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Apple River Fort

Galena & U.S.
Grant Museum

Chicago Great Western Railroad Depot

111 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-858-2343, elizabethhistoricalsociety.com. Located in a former Chicago Great Western
Railway station, the Chicago Great Western Railway Museum
in Elizabeth focuses on the railroads of northwest Illinois.
The museum houses thousands of railroad artifacts, and also
gives visitors the opportunity to step into a full-size Milwaukee Road caboose.
The railway depot is open May through October on weekends from 11 am to 3 pm.

Elihu B. Washburne House

908 Third St, Galena, 815-777-3310. This handsome Greek
revival home once belonged to Elihu Washburne and his family. Here lived a future mayor of Chicago, a friend to Abraham
Lincoln and U.S. Grant and a U.S. Congressman whose efforts
assisted in the Union success.
The Elihu Washburne House was constructed in 1843,
three years after Washburne came to Galena and became a
Whig lawyer. The home that was constructed at this time was
one third of the size it is today.
On the eve of U.S. Grant’s election in 1868, Grant went
to Washburne’s house to await the election results. At 1:30
am, the telegraph announcing the final election results came
through, naming Grant the president of the United States. It
is open May through October, on Fridays and Saturdays, 10
am to 1 pm.

Hanover Historical Society

500 Fillmore St, Hanover, 815-591-3623, hanoverhistoricalsociety.com.
The Hanover Historical Society provides an in-depth look
at the history of the village of Hanover. A recently added exhibit is the Larry Bell, Jr. Collection, featuring 1,000 Native
American artifacts.

74

U.S. Grant Home

The artifacts have been collected over 45 years, and 70
percent were found just down the road at the Wapello Site.

Old Market House

123 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-776-9200. The Old Market House, erected by the city of Galena in 1845-1846, served
for 65 years as the city market during the decades of Galena’s
greatest prosperity as a river port, lead-mining center and
commercial hub.
The Old Market House also served as the seat of Galena
government and for years had two jail cells.

Stockton Heritage Museum

107 W Front Ave, Stockton, 815-947-2220. Learn more
about the history and heritage of Stockton by paying a visit to
the Stockton Heritage Museum.

1876 Banwarth House & Museum

408 E Sycamore St, Elizabeth, 815-858-2014, banwarthmuseum.com. Step back in time to 1876, and enjoy a tour of
the Banwarth family home. Experience first-hand what life
was like in America’s centennial year.

galenian.com
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Investigate Galena’s

LOST PEOPLE

THE CHICAGO
ATHENAEUM

601 S Prospect Street, Galena,
815-777-4444

Investigate the lost people of Galena in the
Mississippians 1000 AD exhibit at The Chicago
Athenaeum Museum of Architecture and Design

by Julia Lieb
The Mississippians 1000 AD exhibit,
held from March 20 through Dec. 24
at the Chicago Athenaeum Museum of
Architecture and Design, will present
the latest archaeological discoveries
of the Mississippians, including their
unique pottery, religion, architecture
and urban planning.
The highlight of the exhibit is a rare
collection of Mississippian pottery from
the museum’s ethnological archives.
Museum president Christian Narkiewicz-Laine said the exhibit is inspired
by historical research for his book,
“Landmark Galena.” While researching for the book, he learned about the
Mississippians and their life in Galena.
The Mississippian empire was the first
civilization that inhabited Galena.
“A lot of people in this area have
never heard of the Mississippians,
which I find incredible. They are the
original Galenians,” Narkiewicz-Laine
said. “Anyone coming to the exhibit
will learn more about the indigenous
history of Galenians.”
The Mississippian empire origi-

nated around 800 AD in Cahokia, the
empire’s capital city located 10 miles
outside of present-day St. Louis. They
were responsible for defining Galena
as a lead mecca.
About 1,500 years ago, Mississippians traveled on the Mississippi to Galena, the midpoint of their trading route,
and set up a mining and trading center.
Mississippians fashioned the lead that
was mined in Galena into charms and
ground it up to make white paint.
Though there is much speculation
as to why the Mississippians empire
died in 1200 AD, Narkiewicz-Laine said
the empire’s lack of sanitation may
have been a reason.
He said, “My personal theory is that
disease wiped them out. They didn’t
have sewers or sanitation like we do
today. They didn’t have what we have
to protect ourselves from germs and
viruses. . . Whatever remained of their
culture was merged with others, and
they were pushed West with other native Americans.”
Because Mississippians did not
write anything down, there is little
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known about them. However, general
information about Mississippian religion and rituals can be found on their
ceramics.
Their pottery was used for utilitarian
and ritualistic purposes. On many ceramic objects, Mississippians created
animal effigies, resembling raccoons,
frogs and rabbits.
“Their pottery tells us what they
looked like. They were heavily tattooed, and they had pierced ears. They
did not look like the Native Americans
we normally think of with the feathers,”
Narkiewicz-Laine said.
Mississippians settling in the area
made thousands of tombs, otherwise
known as effigy mounds, for burials and rituals. Unfortunately, when
the European settlers came, they did
not know what the mounds were and
plowed over a majority of them.
Many of the mounds that did not get
plowed over can be found in Jo Daviess
County, including the Aiken Mound
Group at Casper Bluff in Galena, Dunleith Mounds at Gramercy Park in East
Dubuque and Wapello in Hanover.

40+Artists

102 South Main, Galena, IL.

Artists & Artisans features high quality
works created by local and regional
artists and craftspeople. In our
gallery, housed in the historic
“Bishop’s Busy Big Store”
building, you will find inspiring
work in a range of prices, displayed
within a fine arts setting.
The adjacent creative space offers a
variety of art and craft classes.

1-815-777-9005
A family-owned business
for Forty years with
Women’s Clothing & Accessories
✦ Exclusive Jewelry Lines:
• Holly Yashi
• Firefly
• Adajio
✦ Women’s Specialty Clothing:
• Parsley and Sage
• Baciano • Kamana

✦ Hot New Items:
• Fabulous Scarves
& Eclectic Purses
• Handcrafted Jewelry

Be sure to visit

20SS-Artists & Artisans

Learn
more at

305 S. Main St., Galena, IL.

facebook.com/137NMain

“Art To Wear”

Earth’s Treasures-867_1

✦ Rocks & Crystals, Minerals
& Fossils

Experience us...

Great golf!
Spectacular golf course!
Fantastic members
& staff!

11557 US 20 W • Galena, Illinois

-18 holes with cart
Monday-Thursday:
$35

-18 holes with cart
Friday & Sunday:
$45

-18 holes with cart
Saturday:
$49

-9-hole and twilight rates available-

2020 Memberships
$660 Single • $895 Family
2

-Located just 12 miles east of Dubuque-
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20SS-Galena Golf Club

815-777-3599 • galenagolfclub.com

Go the distance
GALENA & THE ‘FIELD OF DREAMS’
In May and June 1988, downtown Galena was transformed into
Chisholm, Minn., as a filming location for the blockbuster movie
by Steve Repp, Galena Public Library
If you happened to be walking down Galena’s Main
Street back in late May and early June 1988, you might have
thought that there were some new businesses in town like
Amy’s Café and the Plaza Theater.
But these businesses were temporary, as Galena was
transformed into Chisholm, Minn., for the filming of the
movie then called “Shoeless Joe” and later changed to
“Field of Dreams.”
In the movie, Ray Kinsella (Kevin Costner) and Terrance
Mann (James Earl Jones) visit Chisholm in search of an old
ball player by the name of Archibald “Moonlight” Graham (Burt Lancaster). Chuck Gordon, who was the movie
producer, said at the time, “Galena has a great look for a
movie. . .To build a movie set like this would cost a million
dollars.”
Kathleen Webster, then executive director of the Galena/Jo Daviess County Convention and Visitor’s Bureau,
worked as a local production assistant for the movie.
Dubuque, Iowa, resident Sue Riedel, a teacher who had
done casting for other films, was asked to do “extra casting” for the movie which included finding people to be in
the movie and locations to be used in the movie. It was her
photograph of the Lansing farm in Dyersville, Iowa, that
eventually became the farm that was used in the movie.
In a conversation with Riedel about how Galena came to
be used for a location in the movie, she described Galena
“as a treasure for its historic streets,” and for the movie they
wanted that “historic look for the flashback scenes.” She
recalled that the “evening scene and the walking scene
with the movie theater and the marquee along with the old
cars parked along the street, it really was like going back in
time…it was all so natural.”
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A number of locations in Galena were used for filming.
The intersection of Main and Green streets was used for
the opening Chisholm part of the movie, with the Chisholm
Centennial Banner hanging from the DeSoto Hotel across
to the Eagles Club.
Terrance Mann quizzing local people about “Doc”
Graham took place at the Logan House, at the corner of
Main and Franklin, the current location of Big Bill’s Sandwich Shop. The night scene on which Ray meets with “Doc”
Graham took place at what is now the Country Crafts and
Sports Store, formerly the Stanley Theater. The scene in
which Ray and the “Doc” are walking to his office was the
Bench and Green Street location with the backdrop of the
old high school steps. The outside view of the “Doc” Graham’s office was the Newcomer Chiropractor office at Main
and Meeker streets, while the inside location of his office
was in the regional superintendent of schools office at the
Jo Daviess County Courthouse.
In part, the “Field of Dreams” deals with getting a sec-
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‘Field of Dreams’
walking tour

Check out the locations on the
tour at visitgalena.org

ond chance in life and how life can change as a result.
Because of my work schedule at the time, I missed out on the
night filming done for the movie but it was a number of years
later that a film crew from California visited Galena and contacted me to see if I could walk them through the locations used
in the movie for a special 15th anniversary project.
My family and I met them on Main Street and it took about
two hours of walking around and filming to cover all the locations they wanted. They even used some old views of Galena

which came from the Alfred Mueller Photograph Collection. The
two-hour walk turned into about a six minute feature that was
included in the two-disc DVD 15th anniversary set of the movie.
Webster later remembered, “Although the filming of ‘Shoeless Joe’ tested everyone’s patience and stamina, Galena performed with grace under pressure and came through it all with
flying colors.”
There was a “certain air of excitement” in watching all that
took place for the filming of the movie back in 1988.
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Step back in time
as you walk
Main Street

Historic

HALF MILE
Flood Gates
1951. In 1828, Galena had its first recorded flood. The water
was high enough to have steamboats travel in the city streets.
In 1951, the flood gates were completed to connect to the river
levee system.

DeSoto House Hotel
230 S Main St
1855. Named after the discoverer of the Mississippi River, the
hotel was opened in 1855 at Galena’s economic peak. The hotel
was billed as the “Largest Hotel in the West,” and was built to
service the many people arriving in Galena. Abraham Lincoln and
Stephen A. Douglas spoke from the hotel’s balcony on separate
occasions. The hotel served as the venue of Ulysses S. Grant’s reception and celebration after his homecoming from the Civil War.
Schmohl Building
201 S Main St
1886. Lena Schmohl’s millinery store in the 1850s. In 1886, after
her husband died, Lena built and installed Galena’s first hydraulic
elevator. She was a highly respected business leader long before
most women had the opportunity.
Barrows And Coatsworth Stores
120-126 S Main St
1856. This section of buildings housed the leather goods shop
of Jesse Grant (U.S. Grant’s father). Located at 120 S Main St., you
can shop in the store where U.S. Grant worked from 1860 to 1861.
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Newhall Drug Store
101-103 S Main St
1843. The Newhall Drug Store was built in 1843 by Galena’s
foremost physician and pharmacist, Horatio Newhall, a Yale
graduate, who also published Galena’s first newspaper, the “Miners Journal.” Newhall’s most notable work was treating cholera
victims in the 1832 and 1848 outbreaks.The observations he made
were some of the best of that period.
Hempstead Store
100 N Main St
1846. The second floor of this building was home to the law
office of John A. Rawlins, one of Galena’s nine Civil War generals.
He later served as Grant’s chief of staff.
Old Stockade
208 Perry St
1832. Originally home to trader Amos Farrar, during the Blackhawk War this homestead was transformed into a refuge for
women and children, though it was never used. The home has
been remodeled since its days as a stockade and now welcomes
visitors on Saturdays from 1 to 4 pm.
J.A. Meusel Cigar Factory
208-210 N Main St
This building was home to the Standard Cigar Factory, one
of the many cigar manufacturers in Galena. Tobacco was a cash
crop for some county farmers, particularly in the Stockton area.
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Regional Artists Gallery
 Artist’s Studios
 Historic Photos from the
Alfie Mueller Collection
 Gift Shop
 Special
Exhibits
 Events


GALENA FESTIVAL
OF THE

20SS-Galena Center For the Arts

PERFORMING ARTS

previous performers

galenafpa.org
Galena Fest Perf Arts-885_1
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Civil War General

AUGUSTUS CHETLAIN
Impersonating Galena General Augustus Chetlain is not just a
fun pastime, but a necessity for Galenian Kevin Melancon

General Chetlain

THE GALENA
GENERALS
Visit The Galena Generals
on Facebook for more
information.

by Julia Lieb
Kevin Melancon takes pride in representing one of nine Civil War generals at area events and parades as part
of the Galena Generals. Since 1961, the
Galena Generals have been suiting up
in navy and gold and taking on the personalities of generals John Duerr, John
C. Smith, John Rawlins, William Rowley, Ulysses S. Grant, Jasper Maltby,
John E. Smith, Ely Parker and Augustus
Chetlain. These courageous men make
Galena a historic destination unlike any
other town of its size.
“Galena Generals is not just an organization that shows up to parades, we
are like a family, we have a common interest and a common goal,” Melancon
said.
Melancon believes it is the duty of
Galena Generals to educate people
about the rich history of Galena.
“We help keep the lives of Galena’s
generals alive. That’s why we love it
and why we are in it,” Melancon said.
Melancon was recruited as General
Augustus Chetlain in 2013.
“Kirk Foecking, who is general John
E. Smith, and a couple other (generals)
saw me downtown said I looked like
Chetlain, so I looked him up and the resemblance was there,” Melancon said.
After learning that not much was
known about Chetlain, Melancon set
out to learn as much as he could about
the general.
“I’ve gone through everything in the
Galena Public Library, the internet and
the Galena History Museum. I’ve even
contacted Chetlain’s family,” he said.
Melancon was especially intrigued
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by Chetlain’s uniform. After extensive
research, Melancon discovered one
photo of Chetlain, showing a much different uniform than was worn by other
generals.
Melancon said, “He wore a hardy hat
of feathers.”
The feathers in Chetlain’s hat symbolized wealth. One feather represented enlisted, two-lieutenants, threecaptain, four-colonel, and five-general.
Chetlain wore five feathers because he
was a general.
Of all the events Melancon attends
every year as Gen. Chetlain, his favorite
is Boy Scout Weekend.
“It’s one of those times when you
get that feedback. It’s all what our organization is about. It’s educational, it’s
all about teaching. We are educational
impersonators,” Melancon said.
Every year for Boy Scout Weekend,
Melancon makes hand stamped wooden generals’ coins. On the front of the
coin is Chetlain and on the back of the
coin is a fact about Chetlain. The fact
changes every year, making the coins a
collectible for Boy Scouts.
“The Boy Scouts have to earn it, I
don’t just give them out,” Melancon
said. “The first one to attend my speech
and ask an intelligent and creative
question gets a coin.”
The people he meets motivates him
to continue his role as Gen. Chetlain.
“The people I meet, especially the
kids, keep me going. . . It also amazes
me how so many people, especially
people from other countries, understand and tell the story of the Civil
War,” he said.

Kevin Melancon

Chetlain history

Augustus Louis Chetlain was born Dec. 26, 1824, in St. Louis, Mo. As a young child, he relocated to Galena. It was in Galena where Chetlain later flourished as a successful mercantile
owner.
Chetlain built his business up from the ground within five
years. At its peak, he sold the mercantile and became very
wealthy.
Chetlain acquired much of his business knowledge from
an apprenticeship with John Eugene Smith, jewelry maker and
later, a Galena general.
“He barely had enough money to put things on the shelves
when he first started his business in 1850s, but in five years,
he became one of the richest men in the area,” Melancon said.
In 1847, Chetlain married Emily Tenney, though she soon
died while giving birth to their first child. Chetlain remarried 18

years later to Annie Smith.
Among his many commendable achievements, Chetlain
was commissioned as captain, Company F of the 12th Illinois
Infantry in April of 1861. Within a year, he moved up the ranks
and became a colonel for Gallantry at Fort Donelson.
He was given the rank of brevet major general in June 1864
for his raising of 17,000 black troops in Tennessee and Kentucky.
Following, he served as commander at Memphis, Tenn.,
and Talladega, Ala., for a year.
He finally returned to Illinois in 1872, when he invested in
Chicago banking business. While in Chicago, he became chairman of the Chicago stock exchange and was a superintendent
of Chicago schools.
Chetlain died March 15, 1914, in Chicago and is buried in Galena’s Greenwood Cemetery.
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Impressions of

GALENA

Galena has been making a strong impression on visitors since the 1820s. What
did those 19th century guests think about our fair city? What were their first
impressions? And what did some residents think were Galena’s special charms?
by Mike Jones
Lancaster Intelligencer, Lancaster, Penn., Aug. 7, 1835
With the inhabitants of Galena I have been much pleased.
There is more intelligence than I expected to find; as much,
indeed, as I have seen any where in a town of the same population. Their kindness and hospitality, their frankness and
cordiality, are worthy of all praise.
The Tennessean, Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 6, 1836
It is not without regret that I bade farewell to the green
hills of Galena, where I had sojourned for the summer. A
lively recollection remains of the view, which, from an upper
gallery, presented itself from the upper side of Fevre river;
the mailstage, at the tranquil hour of evening winding its
way down the hill, often meeting the arrival of steamboats
with visitants to the land of promise. The hotels affording
the anomaly of comforts with privations; privileges with inconveniences … each day furnishing a new set of faces, with
land speculation impressed upon them in legible characters.
Freeman and Messenger, Lodi, N.Y., July 11, 1839
You can hardly imagine a more unsuitable site for a town
than that on which Galena is located. The hills rise abruptly,
and the streets form a kind of terrace, so that the tops of the
houses on one street are not much higher than the foundations of those on the street above.
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Philadelphia Public Ledger, Philadelphia, Penn., Dec. 22, 1843
The Platteville Badger says of Galena, Illinois: “The town
is built in an amphitheater of hills, and to first view appears
like a flock of houses coming down the hills to water.”
Pittsburgh Daily Post, Pittsburgh, Penn., Nov. 8, 1844
[Galena] is situated on the northerly side of a bluff, which
rises abruptly from a marsh skirting Fever river. Its form is
the segment of a circle, and it is built on three streets rising
one above the other so rapidly as to allow scant width for
the carriage way and sidewalks, and a narrow strip for the
houses and stones between them. A broad deep ravine runs
northwesterly, in, on and around which the dwellings … are
situated. So little room is afforded for gardening that a man
bragging of a small enclosure with a few vegetables growing in it … said, “it was a garden where one could raise 3 hills
of corn and a cabbage.”
John Lemuel Chester, 1845, quoted in Nexus, Aug. 1986
This Galena is a strange-looking town; it seems as if it had
run ‘up a creek’ in a devil of a fright, and was now stopping to
take breath only, it being yet too flurried to gather itself up in
decent order…. Houses running eagerly up precipitous hills,
and hiding their gabled ends in declivitous hollows; chimneys peeping suspiciously from holes in the ground…. It is
the most eccentric looking place in the world.
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The Evening Post,
New York, N.Y., Sept. 25, 1848
Galena is by far the homeliest town
I ever looked upon. There is not one
elegant building in the whole city, nor
one pleasant street or part of a street.
The town is built in the ravines and on
the sides of several steep and irregular hills. There is no regularity to the
streets. One follows the bank of the
river. The course of the others is determined by the shape of the hills and the
direction of the ravines. The buildings
are as irregular in their positions and
sizes as the streets. Some are on the
streets, some on the sides of the hills,
some on their summits, and others in
the ravines. Looking merely at the natural features of the place, this is the last
position one would have selected for a
town of the population and business of
Galena.
Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce, Fort Snelling, Minn., Aug. 24, 1849,
reprinted in the Tri-Weekly Commercial,
Wilmington, N.C., Sept. 22, 1849
The City of Galena is not altogether
like a city set on a hill; but it is a city set
under a hill. The houses appear in the
act of sliding. I should certainly expect
to find myself at the base of the hill
some morning, if I had to sleep there
very often.
Aurora of the Valley,
Newbury, Vt., Nov. 17, 1849
Galena is romantically situated in
the valley of Fever river…. It is built upon
the side of what might be called in this
part of the west a mountain, there being bottom land only of sufficient width
for one street, so that the basements of

the buildings on each successive street
above are on a level with the roofs of
those below, which presents rather an
unusual and interesting appearance.
A Galena citizen in the 1850s,
quoted in the WPA Guide to Galena, 1937
[Galena] has the most labyrinthian
streets, the handsomest women, ugliest men, deepest mineral holes and all
in all a greater amount of cheek.”
Hartford Courant,
Hartford, Conn., Nov. 10, 1854
A town meeting was called, and
a citizen made the following speech:
“Gentlemen–It is obvious that so long
as these names remain unchanged,
the city of Galena can never command
that influence abroad which its position and importance demand. How is
Galena bounded, and where is Galena
situated? It is bounded on the west by
Death’s Head, on the north by Vinegar
Hill, Hardscrabble and Shakerag, on the
east by Blackleg and Snakediggins, and
on the south by Small-pox, and is situated on Fever River.” Needless to say
[his] argument was unanswerable. The
name of the river was changed.
Chicago Weekly Tribune,
Chicago, Nov. 17, 1855
There is not, indeed, much beauty
about [Galena], built as it is between
two hills, or rather a series of bluffs, the
rocks and boulders from which hang
over the top of the city in immense
masses. On the top of these bluffs a
good many houses are built, from which
the smoky city, with its Fever River running through it, is looked down upon,
as into some immense quarry or coal
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mine. To climb the bluffs … requires energy and strength, and it would not very
well answer for invalids or old folks.
Galena Daily Advertiser, 1856,
quoted in the WPA Guide to Galena, 1937
Towns were never intended as objects of worship…. Surely ours was not.
But, if it were possible to have such
gods, and if we were compelled to worship none better, we should choose one
with a marked character in appearance;
of hills and valleys, of beetling cliffs and
quiet dells, far rather than a city of tame
curvatures or of a level plain.

got

MEAT?

Just north of Galena, Weber
Meats has been a staple of the
tri-state area for more than 115
years, offering high-quality meats
cut to order
by Brandon Behlke
Dan and Tracy Weber took over the family business, Weber Meats, a regional staple, in 2010. Weber’s has established a brand of quality that has
brought people to Cuba City, Wis., for generations.
Dan’s great-grandfather, Otto Weber, came from
Switzerland and started the business in Belleville,
Wis., in 1904. Otto’s son, Otto Jr., opened up his own
butcher shop in Cuba City in 1947 at the location of
the current shop. Otto Jr. came to Cuba City after
meeting his wife, Olive. The couple opened a grocery
store downtown. They saw a need for processing and
bought the land on which they still operate the business.
Otto Jr. worked with his four sons–Reg, Norm,
Lee and David–in the business. His sons eventually
took over the shop. Norm’s son, Dan, and his wife,
Tracy, became the fourth generation of owners. Dan
and his brother, Craig, who grew up in the business,
left to start their own operation and opened a meat
processing operation in Geneseo in 1993. Craig died
of cancer in 1995, but Dan, now a fourth generation
sausage maker, continued to operate the business
until a fire damaged his business in Geneseo and the
opportunity arose to come back to his hometown to
take over the operations in Cuba City.
The Weber family has had a large impact not only
on Cuba City, but also the entire southwest Wisconsin region and the meat industry in Wisconsin. Weber
Meats is considered one of Wisconsin’s outstanding small-scale meat processing facilities and retail
stores. All of the Weber brothers participated in educational programs throughout the state and across
the nation.
“This place has been here forever,” said Dan Weber.
Weber Meats is a real old-fashioned butcher shop.
They butcher beef, pork and lamb to sell by the sides
and quarters and also custom process for farmers.
Weber’s also harvest their own beef and hogs to
sell by the sides and quarters.
“What we do is we manufacture and make our
own sausages and cuts and then we put it out in the
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retail or sell it wholesale,” said Weber.
Weber said the company has to be
diverse in its products, and through the
years, they’ve been able to meet that demand.
“We make a lot of specialty items, it
gives people a lot of variety and that is
what brings people in,” said Weber.
Weber Meats is a certified organic processor and animal welfare approved.
“We have been doing organic processing for a long time,” said Weber.
They have a lengthy waiting list of
people who want to have their meat processed at Weber’s.
Weber’s is very particular about who
they outsource their meats from and only
want the highest quality products.
“If you trim it right, package it right and
it tastes good, those are three good components,” said Weber. “Keep it simple, do
it right and customers will come back.”
Weber’s sells to customers across the
country.
“They come here because we have
been here forever,” said Weber. “Your
parents have gotten meat here, and guess
what, you do, you’ll come here too. People
will come here and load up their meat and
take it all the way to Texas.”
Weber said that people always talk
about past generations.
Weber Meats also sends a lot of its
meat to about 30 restaurants from Prairie
du Chien to South Wayne, Wis., and even
some in Madison and Rhinelander, Wis.
Weber’s has established a reputation of
quality that has brought people to Weber
Meats for generations.
They have over 25 varieties of bratwurst, over eight different types of smoked

bacon, flavored meat patties, fresh cut
steaks, chops, roasts and much more.
Weber’s is open Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday, 7 am until 5:30 pm, Wednesday
and Friday, 7 am until 7 pm and Saturday 7
am until 4 pm.
Weber Meats has received numerous
awards and recognitions throughout the
years.
Dan Weber was inducted into the
American Association of Meat Processors Hall of Fame in 2007 and served as
the president of the Illinois Association of
Meat Processors in 2006.
The business has competed in state and
national cured meat competitions, winning

Weber Meats
25 N Jackson Street , Cuba City, Wis.
608-744-2159, webermeats.com
over 500 awards. Weber’s has also been
in the American Association of Meat Processors cured meats competition winning
numerous champion, reserve grand champion and grand champion awards for their
sausage and ham products.
Weber brought with him the expertise
he had learned in the family business and
recipes that had been with his family for
generations.

Reserve one of the most
venerable buildings in Galena.
Administration is through:
City of Galena
101 Green Street
Galena, IL 61036
815-777-1050
info@turnerhall.com

City of Galena/Turner_735_1
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NEIGHBORS to

Dubuque, Iowa

visit

Endless opportunities to explore what makes the
Driftless Area so special

Cuba City, Wisconsin

(22 miles NW) is known as the City of Presidents. Drive through
this community of 2,012 and you can’t help but see shields lining its
Main Street honoring each of our presidents. Also lining the Main
Street are a number of local businesses. cubacity.org

Hazel Green, Wisconsin

(13 miles NE) population 1,200, was the first permanent settlement in Wisconsin in 1825 and is part of the region’s mining heritage.
In 1831, Lucias Lyon began surveying two miles south of Hazel Green.
This “Point of Beginning” is the basis for all descriptions on all property deeds in Wisconsin. villageofhazelgreen.org

New Diggings, Wisconsin

(12 miles N) provides a look back at another day and age. St. Augustine Church was founded by Father Samuel Mazzuchelli in 1835
and built in 1844.

Platteville, Wisconsin

(25 miles N) population 11,244, surrounded by rolling topography, Platteville is home to a University of Wisconsin campus and also
offers recreational opportunities like fly fishing the Platte and Grant
rivers. On the side of Platte Mound stands a large letter “M” that symbolizes the town’s mining history.

Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin

(77 miles NW) population 5,911, is located along the Mississippi
River, and has a wide array of natural beauty, a history dating back
many centuries, events all year around, and businesses, shops and
attractions. Referred to as Wisconsin’s second-oldest city, Prairie du
Chien was established by French voyageurs in the late 17th century.
prairieduchien.org

Shullsburg, Wisconsin

(19 miles NE) population 1,200, home of Shullsburg Creamery, is
the third oldest community in Wisconsin with roots in the mining and
trapping industries. The last mines were closed in the 1970s, but the
Badger Mine & Museum keeps the history alive. A visit to Gravity Hill
is a must. experienceshullsburg.com

and among the oldest settlements west of the Mississippi River. The
first permanent settler to the area was French-Canadian fur trader Julien Dubuque in 1785. Today it is known for its casinos, the Mississippi
Riverwalk and the National Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium.
Eagle Point Park provides amazing views. traveldubuque.com

Apple Canyon Lake, Illinois

(18 miles E) was developed in 1969 by the Branigar Organization.
Activities include water sports, camping and golfing. applecanyonlake.org

Apple River, Illinois

(21 miles NE) population 366, Apple River grew along with the
Illinois Central Railroad in 1854. Three churches built in the 1870s–
Methodist, Catholic and Presbyterian–still stand.

Hanover, Illinois

(18 miles S) population 784, is home to Wapello Land & Water Reserve, a park with premiere prairie restoration. The Apple River runs
through the center of the town. Hanover is the Mallard Duck Capital
of the World, home to Whistling Wings duck hatchery. In September
they celebrate their title with Mallardfest, a weekend fun including a
parade, food, music, duck-calling contest and more.

Savanna, Illinois

(32 miles S) population 3,000, is best known for the Army Depot.
The depot, established in 1918, was used for several purposes, including manufacturing, testing and storing of weapons. The military use
was gradually phased out and is now the Lost Mound Unit of the
Upper Mississippi River Wildlife Refuge. savanna-il.us

Scales Mound, Illinois

(12 miles NE) population 378, Scales Mound was founded in 1853.
Just west of town on Stagecoach Trail is the famous “Jesus Saves”
rock. Ninety percent of the town is on the National Register of Historic Places. scalesmound.com

The Galena Territory, Illinois

Sinsinawa, Wisconsin

(9 miles E) The Galena Territory, which encompasses 6,800 acres,
is home to Eagle Ridge Spa & Resort and numerous outdoor activities including Shenandoah Riding Center and Lake Galena and Marina. thegalenaterritory.com

Dubuque, Iowa

(27 miles NE) population 1,600, grew with the arrival of the railroad. Alexander Burnett and Freeman Tisdel founded Warren in 1853.
Pumpkin Festival is the last full weekend of September. Take in the
community’s historic downtown. villageofwarren.com

(12 miles NW) Sinsinawa is an unincorporated community one
mile north of the border with Illinois. The town is known for being
the mother house of the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters, founded by
Father Samuel Mazzuchelli. sinsinawa.org
(16 miles NW) population 58,000, Dubuque is Iowa’s oldest city
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The Territory

Holiday
Market

A day spa destination for
relaxation and rejuvenation.

Dec. 5, 2020
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

2000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 61036
thegalenaterritory.com 815-777-2000
Galena Territory-892_1

Therapists with advanced training • Shower facilities and lockers
Open to the public...we never charge “amenity fees” • Private
couple's relaxation room • Accommodating to small and large
groups • Champagne and chocolates with all couple’s massages

“Top 5 Spas in Illinois” on TripAdvisor four consecutive years

Galena Day Spa
Conveniently located in the lower level of The Irish Cottage
Boutique Hotel, just minutes from downtown Galena at
9853 US Hwy. 20. Call for an appointment: 815.776.9905.
Plenty of free parking!

20SS-Galena Day Spa

Come for a visit,
Stay for a lifestyle!

Galena Day Spa is a tranquil, full-service spa devoted to
offering exceptional services and top-of-the-line products in a
calm and comfortable environment. Not only will you soothe
your body, mind and spirit, but you’ll experience an unparalleled
level of service that will leave you feeling relaxed and pampered.

Diamond Jo-860_1

Join us inside at
The Galena Territory
Association Owners’ Club
to welcome the holiday
season with winter decorations,
gift items, arts & crafts , baked
goods, and much more.

Massage | Facials | Waxing
Two Couples Massage Rooms
Body Treatments
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EaSt duBuquE
FaSt FactS
POPulatION: 1,606
FOuNdEd: 1853
attRactIONS:
Gramercy Park
Dunleith Park
Downtown

Located on the eastern side of the Mississippi River, opposite Dubuque, Iowa, East Dubuque is a small
picturesque community with breathtaking views. The
city is connected to Dubuque by the Julien Dubuque
Bridge, one of the longest tied arch and cantilevered
bridges ever built.
East Dubuque’s history is quite an interesting one,
featuring Middle Woodlands Indians, railroad tycoons, ferryboat kings and even Al Capone.
Stop at the East Dubuque District Library for artifacts on Sop-Ho-Kab, locally known as Indian Kate.

She was a full-blooded Sauk who escaped
the Bad Axe Massacre, a battle between the
Sauk and Fox tribes and the Illinois militiamen.
Visitors can also walk in the footsteps of
history while visiting Gramercy Park. The 10acre city park is an Illinois Natural Heritage
Landmark, and is home to 26 ceremonial
and burial mounds from the Middle Woodlands Native American culture. It has views
of the Mississippi River bluffs and Port of
Dubuque. Pack a picnic or plan to cook out
on the charcoal grills. The area also offers
walking trails, a playground and modern restroom facilities.
Visit the legendary Merry Building on
Sinsinawa Avenue, which was once a popular stop for travelers who were making the
trip across the Mississippi, but also served
as a stop on the underground railroad. Take
a stroll through East Dubuque’s downtown,
or “The Strip.”
Wing Fest is held each August and car
cruises are held every Thursday throughout
the summer.
Many of the neighborhood bars and
nightclubs located here are left from prohibition. During prohibition, many speakeasies, gambling halls and whiskey stills
popped up throughout the area, and legend
has it that Al Capone was involved.

Murals in downtown Stockton

StOcKtON

Stockton, the youngest community in
Jo Daviess County, was established as a result of increased railroad traffic to the area.
Established after the Minnesota Northwestern Railway, which later became the
Chicago Great Western Railway, built
a station in Stockton Township in 1886,
Stockton’s industry grew with the newly
added transportation. In 1914, the Kraft
brothers opened their first cheese plant in
Stockton.
Stockton showcases panoramic views
of the landscape. Much of Jo Daviess Coun-

ty is part of the Driftless region, meaning
the glaciers did not come through this area,
flattening the hills.
Spend a day at the Memorial Park,
where you can hit up three playgrounds
and a pool all in one, or Kidstown, a wooden playground. Stop by Valley of Eden for
rolling hills brimming with a wide variety
of birds. Head downtown to enjoy some
shopping, local history and mural paintings. Looking to play a round of golf? Visit
the 18-hole golf course, Woodbine Bend,
just outside Stockton.
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FaSt FactS
POPulatION: 1,746
FOuNdEd: 1890

attRactIONS:
Kidstown Park
Stockton Historical
Museum

Character

&

Charm

Junque Stops Here-947_1

Over 35 local dealers offering: Antiques, Vintage, Primitives, Folk Art, Breweriana, Furniture,
Jewelry, Hand-Crafted & Up-Cycled Items, Glassware, Collectibles and so much more!
NOW FEATURING SKY PARLOR PRIMITIVES & FARMHOUSE DECOR

117 S. Main St., Cuba City, WI (only 13 miles north of Galena)

Open 10-5 Daily • (608) 778-2263 • www.junquestopshere.com
facebook.com/junquestopshere • junquestopshere@outlook.com

Gile Cheese-898_1

VOTED
AREA’S BEST CHEESE STORE
Just Minutes From Galena!

116 N. Main St., Cuba City, WI • 608.744.3456 • www.gilecheese.com

VISIT
CUBA
CITY
The City of Presidents

Where a warm welcome awaits you to shop our Cuba City Chamber of Commerce Businesses
Casey Funeral Home
Cole Acres Country Club
Cuba City Chiropractic
Cuba City Collision
Cuba City Family Dental
Cuba City Greenhouse
Cuba City Hometown Pharmacy
Cuba City Telephone
Doolittle’s Pub & Eatery

Droessler Mini Storage LLC
Gile Cheese, LLC
Gile Real Estate & Insurance
Haudenshield Funeral Home
Hindu’s Corner Bar
J. Gile Dairy Equipment
Junque Stops Here
Kwik Trip
Lori Droessler Real Estate Inc
Louisburg Garage

Medical Associates
MidWestOne Bank
Mound City Bank
Munyon’s Auto Service
Nick’s Cafe
RSB Russ Stratton Buses
Schweigert Family Farms
Scott Implement
Subway

Thompson’s IGA
Tri County Press
Tri State Porta Potty
Weber Meats

Over 100 Years of Fine Quality Meats!
Visit Our retail stOre

725 N. Jackson St. Cuba City, WI. (14 miles North of Galena/19 miles
Northeast of Dubuque)
(608) 744-2159 • Mon, Tues, Thurs: 7AM-5:30PM • Wed. & Fri.: 7AM-7PM • Sat: 7AM-4PM
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Weber-862_1

Antiques Unlimited
Banfield’s Beauty Bar
Bard Materials, East
Region

Cuba City Chamber-857_1

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5:30pm, Sat. 9am-4:30pm. Open Sundays 11am-3pm

ELIZABETH
Spend time exploring downtown treasures
Nestled between Galena
and Stockton, the drive to
charming Elizabeth is a beautiful scenic tour and makes a
perfect stop for the beginning,
middle or end of your trip.
The village of Elizabeth has
something for everyone.
In the 1800s, early settlers
were drawn to the area as the
lead mining rush began. They
started a settlement, and then
the Black Hawk War took
place in 1832.
Native Sac and Fox warriors attacked the Apple River
Fort, and the the battle lasted
for about an hour.
Legend states that three
women, all named Elizabeth,
stood shoulder-to-shoulder
with their husbands, assisting
in successfully defending the
fort. It was in their honor that

FAST FACTS
POPuLATIOn: 733
FOundEd: 1868

ATTrACTIOnS:
Apple River Fort
1876 Banwarth House
Chicago Great Western
Railway Depot
Museum

the settlement was named
Elizabeth.
History buffs and seekers
of knowledge will delight in
the Apple River Fort State
Historic Site, a replica frontier
fort modeled after its predecessor which was constructed
quickly during the Black Hawk
War.
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There’s also the Chicago
Great Western Railway Depot
Museum, which sources an
extensive library and exhibits
in a former Chicago Great
Western Railway station.
Brush up on Elizabeth’s history by visiting the Elizabeth
History Museum, and explore
the 1876 Banwarth House,
filled with period furnishings.
Antique collectors will find
a haven of treasures as they
explore northwestern Illinois’
largest antique mall, the Elizabeth Grand Antique Co. Set in
an old school building, each
room is full of special finds
and gems.
While you have shopping
on the mind, head to downtown Elizabeth, where you will
find stores featuring clothing,
art and gourmet cupcakes!

Come ride
the trails

Guided Discovery Trail Rides
• Groups & Private •
Discover the Driftless Region’s
Secrets on Horseback!
for additional experiences call 815-777-9550

IN THE GALENA TERRITORY

Galena Territory-894_1

Platteville-919_1

A bike ride on the Galena River
Trail is a great way to enjoy
nature in the Driftless Area.

200 N Brodrecht Rd., Galena, IL
shenandoahridingcenter.com • 815-777-9550
info@shenandoahridingcenter.com
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Water Street

SHuLLSBurG’S

Small town charm
by Brandon Behlke
Shullsburg, Wis., located about 30
minutes northeast of Galena, is the definition of small town charm. Shullsburg’s
main street, Water Street, is lined with
shops, but some service industries still dot
the main corridor of town. The main industry is a Wisconsin staple, cheese. One of
the top destinations for many on a trip to
Shullsburg is a stop at Shullsburg Creamery. Shullsburg’s revitalization and charm
keep people coming to this town and visiting a hidden gem of Wisconsin and the
Driftless Area.

Revitalization and history drive tourism
in the hidden gem of the Driftless Area

St. Matthew
Church

Mining and history

The story of Shullsburg dates back to
almost the time of Galena. Shullsburg is
the oldest “American settlement” in Wisconsin, according to historian Cory Ritterbusch, who, like many in a small town,
wears a variety of hats.
Ritterbusch is also the leader of Advance Shullsburg, an organization working on revitalization efforts and increasing
awareness of Shullsburg. Ritterbusch says
that both Green Bay and Prairie du Chien
are older, but those were both originally
French settlements.
Jesse Shull, the founder of Shullsburg,
was one of the first settlers of Galena. Early settlers saw a rapid boom in Galena and
the city’s population and some of settlers
decided to settle in a different area.

Another early family in Shullsburg was
the Gratiot family, who settled in an area
called Gratiot’s Grove, which Ritterbusch
is investigating further through archaeological digs. In 1825, the Gratiot brothers
purchased land from the Winnebago tribe.
Ritterbusch says that this is the first land
transaction in what would be Wisconsin.
“This was the first entrepreneurial,
American-style, English-speaking community in Wisconsin,” said Ritterbusch.
In the first decade, the area called Gratiot’s Grove had a population of over 1,500,
but was spread out over a wide area.
Holding back growth in Shullsburg,
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unlike Galena, was a lack of a steady water source and having to transport lead
through many hills. The miners used the
Council Hill and Buncombe areas to flat
boat the lead to Galena.
Eventually all of the different mining
settlements in the Shullsburg area came
together to form a singular community.
In 1840, one of the Gratiot brothers
invented a bull pump in which an oxen
walked in a circle to start dewatering the
mine so miners could go deeper.
The location of this mine was near
present-day Water Street. One of these
early mines, the Badger Mine, located in
present-day Memorial Park, is still open
and is the last hand-dug lead mine open to
visitors. The mine showcases what life was
truly like for the area’s earliest settlers.
Father Samuel Mazzuchelli performed
the first Catholic service in Shullsburg in
1835, which Ritterbusch is quite sure makes
the parish the second oldest in Wisconsin.
In 1843, with the boom of the population,
Mazzuchelli built St. Matthew’s, and when
the existing church was built in 1863, Mazuchelli assisted in designing the structure.
“Most importantly, Father Mazzuchelli
named and plotted the town square and
named 13 streets after the 13 virtues including, peace, charity, justice and judgement,” said Ritterbusch. “That is really his
claim on Shullsburg. When he lived in Benton, he would still come here and perform

Gravity Hill Run

Shullsburg Creamery
masses. As a civil engineer, he has his part
here.”
Galena and Shullsburg were the two
large mining towns, and they were both
producing tons of lead. Galena’s lead production dropped off, but Shullsburg’s continued as the area had more lead. After the
Civil War, Shullsburg became the leader in
the lead trade.
During the Civil War, many Shullsburg
men joined Illinois units, especially those
that came out of Galena, including the Illinois 45th.
“The border didn’t matter to them much
back then,” said Ritterbusch.
From the 1870s to the 1970s, there was
a lot of connection between the towns of
Shullsburg and Galena with many people
spending lots of time in each.

Beginning to blossom

In the 1880s, downtown Shullsburg
began to blossom. Many of the buildings
in downtown Shullsburg were built in this
time period.
Ritterbusch said that the average time
period the structures on Water Street
were built is 1887, with two structures still
standing from the 1840s.
A large influence on this boom was the
addition of a spur to Shullsburg along the
Chicago and Saint Paul Railroad in 1883.
“The lead was no longer needing to be
carried to Galena,” said Ritterbusch. “Oddly enough it was going to Kenosha and being taken on the Great Lakes, not down to
Galena or to the Mississippi River.”
The current school was built in 1900,
and to Ritterbusch’s knowledge, the
school is one of two schools in the nation
that is on the National Register of Historic
Places.
“It is a beautiful Romanesque structure
that was designed by our city physician at
the time, C.C. Gratiot,” said Ritterbusch.

“He designed eight buildings in town. His
wife, Dr. Mary Peebles, originally from Galena, was one of the first female doctors
in the Midwest and received her doctor’s
certificate in 1903.”

Moving to the future

In the Roaring 20s, Shullsburg was the
site of a bank heist performed by the gangster “Chicago Blackie.”
“It was highly structured,” said Ritterbusch. “They blocked off the street. They
dynamited the safe and cut the telephone
lines to town, so that they couldn’t communicate. It was a really big heist at the
time, about $26,000.”
Ritterbusch also said that when John
Dillinger was shot in Chicago, authorities
found an issue of Shullsburg’s newspaper,
The Pick and Gad, in his car.
Baseball is one of the great traditions
in Shullsburg and includes a major league
player named Johnny Gera, who played in
the 1890s.
Memorial Park was built by workers
from the Works Progress Administration
(WPA) during the Great Depression with
the mission to have the best baseball field
in the region.
“The WPA built our terrific park, which
started in 1937 and finished in 1941,” said
Ritterbusch. “That employed about 25
percent of the males in the community. It
was so successful that they built the gymnasium at the school.”
Ritterbusch said that the famous landscape architect Phelps Wyman designed
the park.
Wyman would eventually go on to develop the parks system in Minneapolis and
Saint Paul, Minn., as well as Custer State
Park in South Dakota and the Milwaukee
lakeshore.
The baseball field was one of the first in
the region to have lights in the late 1930s,
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EVEnTS
CHEESEFEST In SHuLLSBurG–Oct. 3.
In downtown Shullsburg, Cheesefest features live music, cheese vendors, wine and
beer tastings and other cheese-filled events.
BIT OF YESTErYEAr CHrISTmAS–Nov.
28. The event features craft shows, a tour
of homes and an evening Christmas parade
and tree lighting.

nearly 50 years before Wrigley Field in
Chicago had lights. The city purchased the
same lights as were used at Yankee Stadium.

Revitalization

Shullsburg’s population peaked in the
1950s. The mines were still in operation,
and many of the mines that were once
“family mines” were purchased by larger
corporations for mineral rights to the land.
Shullsburg’s schools had a record-breaking class of 72 students in 1972, the most
to graduate in one year.
Shullsburg prides itself on its school
system and has always supported paying
more to keep the school operating. This
pride in the town has led to the current revitalization by groups such as Experience
Shullsburg and Advance Shullsburg which
hope to make Shullsburg better known
and encourage people to move to the
small town, even offering lots for $1 to entice more to see the charm that Shullsburg
has to offer.
Since beginning in 2015, Shullsburg revitalization has become more successful.
However, residents still want to keep the
small town charm.
“You don’t have to call to make a reservation to eat or worry about finding a place
to park,” said Ritterbusch. “We can still go
downtown and get things that we need.”

Nestled in the Southwest corner of Wisconsin is the city of
Shullsburg, the state’s third oldest city after Green Bay
and Prairie du Chien. Founded in 1827 by a fur trader by
the name of Jesse Shull who came to find mining more
lucrative than buying furs, the town came to life

207 W. Water St.
Shullsburg, WI 53586
(608) 778-5935

134 W. Water Street • Shullsburg, WI
(608) 965-3700

Copeland Guest House

123 E. Water St., Shullsburg, WI 53586
Copelandguesthouse.com • FB: CopelandGuestHouse
Phone: 636-248-2393
Copeland Guest House is a family-owned and
operated Guest House, located in the heart of
Shullsburg, walking distance to restaurants, shopping
and an amazing park. This home is ideal for a gettogether with family or friends—4 bedrooms, 4 baths
with all the amenities of home and large outdoor
gathering areas to enjoy social time.

once he married and established his first home, creating
a destination for migrating miners in search of a good
living mining the precious lead and zinc ore the area
hid beneath its ground. Today, Shullsburg is on the
National Register of Historic Places.

202 W. Water Street
Shullsburg, WI 53586
Lodging Reservations: (608) 965-3228
Pub & Eatery: (608) 965-3226

Artwork courtesy of Paul Chase

246 W. Water St.
Shullsburg
(608) 965-8505

SERVING SOLES
REFLEXOLOGY

Cheese Store & Gift Shop
Your Fine Wisconsin Cheese and
Unique Gift Shop Destination!

121 West Water St.
Shullsburg, WI
Carol Gill,
Certified Reflexologist
608.778.9531
servingsoles@gmail.com
BY APPOINTMENT
ONLY

Hours: Mon-Fri 10 am-5 pm;
Sat & Sun 9 am-5 pm
Eat
210 Local,
W. Water St. , Shullsburg, WI 608-965-3855

OrderLocal,
Online at: www.ShullsburgCheeseStore.com
Shop

Bank
Eat Local,
Eat
Local,

Local

Shop Local,
Local
Shop
Local,

Local
Local

Member FDIC

• Home décor, seasonal and vintage items
• Ice cream counter with hot and cold coffee drinks,
other drinks and Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream
236 W Water Street, Shullsburg, Wisconsin

(608) 965-8585

Shullsburg-695_1

Bank Local
Bank
Local

Vintage Charm
in a Historic 1800s Mining Town

WISCONSIN
Dubuque


Shullsburg
Galena

IOWA

ILLINOIS

• Shops • Eateries • Events
• Lead Mine Tours

Advance Shullsburg-695_1

experienceshullsburg.com
ExperienceShullsburg

Nat’l Mississippi River Museum-932_1

Galena Spoon Company-1663_1

Authentic hand carved wooden spoons, hand
crafted kitchen boards, hand turned wood bowls,
and other high quality kitchen accompaniments

Shop online @

www.galenaspoonco.com
nationwide shipping or curbside pick-up

THE SPOON CARVER COTTAGE

20SS-Grace Episcopal

306 South prospect Street, Galena, il 61036
224-209-6409
Check website for hours and events

Dyersville, Iowa
Come see why people confuse Dyersville with Heaven:
Home of the Field of Dreams Movie Site, Basilica of St. Francis Xavier, National Farm Toy
Museum, Dyer-Botsford House & Doll Museum, Becker Woodcarving, Plaza Antique
Mall, TOMY Outlet Store, Textile Brewery, plus wineries, coffee shop, specialty shops,
boutiques, family-owned restaurants, B&B’s and hotels, and the trailhead for
the 26-mile Heritage Trail. Coming May 2020: movie & ghost player museum!
Located 25 miles west of Dubuque, IA on Hwy 20!
563.875.2311 or visit us online at dyersville.org

DYERSVILLE

Iowa

20SS-Dyersville Chamber
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Schapville Zion
Schapville Zion
Presbyterian Church

Presbyterian Church

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Schapville Zion
Come
worship with us. Church
Presbyterian
815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

Schapville Zion-910_1

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028

Come worship with us.
During the fall months, the colors
pop and create a vibrant landscape.

635 E. Schapville Rd. Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272 Worship Sunday 10am

Galena
United
Methodist
Church

First Presbyterian Church

SUNDAYS
10:30 AM
WORSHIP

Open Hearts • Open Minds • Open Doors!

First Presbyterian Church-873_1

Come see where
General Grant
Worshiped!
125 S. Bench St.
815-777-0192

Galena United Methodist Church-897_1

SUNDAY SCHOOL
AVAILABLE

Sharing God’s all-inclusive grace since 1829.
Join us for worship Sunday mornings 10 a.m.
year ‘round.
106 N. Bench Street, Galena, IL 61036
(815) 777-0229 www.firstpresgalena.org

galenaumc.org
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www.prairieduchien.org
406 Franklin St., Galena
Mass: Saturday 4 PM, Sunday 9:30 AM
Confession Saturday 3:30 PM

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN AREA
CHAMBER & TOURISM COUNCIL

227 S Bench St., Galena
Mass: Sunday 8 AM
Spanish Language Mass: Sunday 6 PM
Confession Sunday 7:30 AM

815-777-0019
galenagazette.com

PROPERTIES

St. Mary

Prairie du Chien Chamber-917_1
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815-777- culvers.com
9401

Holy Trinity

FESTIVALS
& EVENTS

SCENIC
OVERLOOKS

302 Franklin St., Scales Mound
Mass: Saturday 5:45 PM
Sunday 11:15 AM

Stay
calm
.
for
$29.95 Four

Green
Stree
Busy
Paren t Tavern
ts Meal
Family
Deal
Meal

e 3A

for Thank

Federally

eligible

Life

SundayPick Up Thursday 4:00
Only
in Greenp.m. - 8:00
Sunday:
p.m.
Street
Tavern
Noodles Chicken
Parmesa
and Marinar
with House
n - over
Egg
Salad a Sauce.
and Garlic Served
Monday
Bread
: Slow
Ribs
Cooked
- with
Red SmashedPork Spare
and Cole
Potatoes
Slaw
Tuesday
Mashed : Homemade
Potatoes
Meatloa
, Gravy
f with
and Green
Beans
Wednes
day:
Oven
Vegetabl Beef Pot
Roast
es and
Roasted - with
with Gravy
Potatoes
Thursda
y:
Mashed Fried Chicken
Potatoes
and Cornwith
Green
Corner
Street
Tavern
of Main
815-777 & Green Street
-0090

To be

Insured

Galena
Board School
app
new memoints
ber
Pag

Page
1B

Public
noti

ces

Shamro
ck
Shimm
in Galenay

Wisconsin
The
pear on following public
notices
Gazette pages 6-7A
apap
:
of this
week’s
•One
Hanove monthly meetin
r Townsh
g schedu
ip.
•Three
le,
•One claims notices
adoptio
.
•One
meetin n notice.
needs
g
discuss
who areof students
plans
school in private with disabili for
schools
ties
District ed, Scales
.
Mound or home
Schoo
•Four
l
notices
•One notice of foreclo
ship.
of letting, sure.
Rice Town•One
a Qualify notice propos
Surcha ing Infrast ing to include
ties, Inc.rge (“QIP”) ructure Plant
in its
tariff,
•One
Utilinotice
lation,
Leidos. of meetin
g cancel•One
Library. bid notice,
Galena
Public

St. Michael

Advertise with a medium
that has staying power.
The Galena Gazette.
Since 1834.

HISTORIC
SITES
House-204_1

DeSoto

815-777-2053
catholicgalena.com

Prairie
du C
Chien
Galena Area
Catholic Churches
Welcome You!

U.S. Grant
read us.

RIVER
CRUISES
STATE
PARKS

NATURE
AREAS

ON THE
MISSISSIPPI
RIVER

40+ LODGING

1_1

season
presented by

CREATE

The Old Train Depot in Galena

MEMORIES

EXPERIENCE A FIGHTING SAINTS GAME!
For more info on the
2020-21 season visit:

DubuqueFightingSaints.com
Dubuque Fighting Saints-1818_1

Tix: 563.583.6880
DubuqueFigh�ngSaints.com
Mys�que Community Ice Center
1800 Admiral Sheehy Dr. I Dubuque, IA 52001
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In an ever-changing market,
place your trust in proven success...

Steve McIntyre




15 Year Top Producer/Multi-Million Dollar Producer

(815) 541-4282



Over 35 years of Marketing Experience, along with
Extensive Knowledge of the Real Estate Industry

Broker, Licensed in IL & WI
BS, Graduate Realtor® Institute

Steve@ SellitwithSteve.com

2016 Realtor® of the Year and 2014 President of
the Realtor® Association of Northwestern Illinois

www.SellitwithSteve.com

Whether new to the market or a repeat investor,
I’m here to help you achieve your goals.

Keller Williams Realty Signature
Each office is independently owned and operated.

The

Steve McIntyre-1829_1
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Reach more
customers

Your full-service Automotive
815-777-3222
Shop specializing in 24 hr. Towing,
Preventative Care, Maintenance, Diagnostics & Repair

Leibold’s-938_1

9836
US Rt 20
WEST
Buy THREE bags of our
incredible Gourmet Popcorns
& receive a 4th bag FREE!!!

110 South Main • 815.777.4116

GREATPOPCORN.com

Not redeemable for cash.
Coupon must be present at time of purchase.
Free bag is of equal or lesser value.
Great American Popcorn-941_1

20% off you
purchase of r
$
50.00 or m
ore

You can’t resist

109 N. Main St. Galena, IL 61036 | Tel: 815.776.0043 | Fax: 815.776.0046
info@RusticRiverFinds.com | www.RusticRiverFinds.com
Rustic River-911_1

Our Complete Inventory of Sweets

DeSoto House Hotel

Green Street Tavern • Courtyard • Generals’ Restaurants

$5.00

$10.00
off when you purchase any two dinner entrees
from our Generals’ Menu.
Offer not valid with any other discounts. Some restrictions may apply.
Card must be presented when ordering.

DeSoto House-858_1

off when you purchase any two breakfast or lunch
entrees from our Courtyard or Green Street Tavern Menu.

Buy any three
caramel apples and
get one free with
this coupon.
207 S. Main St., Galena
815-777-3200

Rocky Mountain-913_1
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Index of business partners

Arts & Galleries

Artists & Artisans.................................77
Galena Center for the Arts....................81
Galena Clay Works ...............................33
Hello Galena! ........................................27
Outside the Lines .................................59
Sinsinawa Mound ................................16
West Street Sculpture Park ..................16

Entertainment,
Recreation & Tours

All About a Ghost Tour .........................71
Apple River Fort ...................................73
Belden School ......................................27
Belvedere Mansion ................................6
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. .......................4
Corkless in Galena................................33
Dittmar Farms ......................................16
Fergedaboudit Vineyard & Winery .......35
Galena Center for the Arts....................81
Galena Day Spa ....................................89
Galena Festival of the Performing Arts .81
Galena Golf Club ...................................77
Galena Territory Farmer’s Market ........59
Galena Territory Trail Walks..................89
Galena Tours App .................................20
Galena & U.S. Grant Museum ..............23
Haunted Galena Tour Company ..............9
Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation ...23
Long Hollow Canopy Tours .....................5
Market House Square Art Festival .......27
Massbach Ridge Winery ......................33
P.T. Murphy Magic................................75
Rocky Waters Winery ..........................35
Shenandoah Riding Center ...................93
Woodbine Bend Golf ............................19

Lodging
Chestnut Mountain Resort .....................2
Country Inn & Suites ............................50
DeSoto House Hotel .......................3, 103
Eagle Ridge .................................106-107
Galena Rowhouse ................................21
Goldmoor .............................................48
Grant Hills Motel ..................................49
LeFevre ................................................49
Main Street Inn ..................................105
Palace Campground .............................59
Ramada ................................................50
Suite Victory ........................................43
Ulysses Suites .....................................73

Restaurants
& Lounges
American Lady .....................................42
Brazen ..................................................44
Cajun Jack’s ........................................41
Catfish Charlie’s ...................................42
Chestnut Mountain Resort .....................2
The Cove ..............................................41
DeSoto House Hotel .......................3, 103
Eagle Ridge .................................106-107
Fried Green Tomatoes ..........................45
Galena Brewing Co. .............................37

Goldmoor .............................................48
Highway 20 Brewing Co. .....................33
Los Aztecas..........................................41
Paradise Bar & Grill ..............................44
Timmerman’s Supper Club ...................40
Victory Cafe .........................................43
Vinny Vanucchi’s ................................108

Retail Shops

At Home in Galena ...............................17
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. .......................4
Chew Chew Cookies ............................21
Common Cents ....................................38
Earth’s Treasures..................................77
Elizabeth Grand Antique Mall ...............38
EZ SELL USA ......................................102
Gabby’s Gifts .......................................81
Galena River Wine & Cheese ...............31
Galena Spoon Company .......................99
Grateful Gourmet ..................................14
Great American Popcorn ....................103
Gustafson & Grey .................................11
Hello Galena! ........................................27
Klein’s Market Bakery ..........................40
Poopsie’s............................................108
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory....103
Rustic River........................................103
Simply Elegant .....................................25
Something Special ...............................29
Wooden Wardrobe ...............................29

Services

City of Galena.......................................85
Coldwell Banker Network Realty ..........31
First Community Bank..........................69
Galena Country Tourism .......................31
Galena Gazette .............................50, 101
Keller Williams .........................................
.................13, 15, 33, 61, 65, 67, 73, 103
Leibold Auto Center............................103
Midwest Medical Center......................51
Tammy’s Piggly Wiggly .......................39
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Tri-State Tourism ..................................52

Churches

First Presbyterian ...............................100
Galena United Methodist....................100
Grace Episcopal ...................................99
Schapville Zion Presbyterian ..............100
St. Mary/St. Michael Catholic ............101

Iowa

Brazen ..................................................44
Catfish Charlie’s/American Lady ..........42
Diamond Jo Casino ..............................89
Dubuque Fighting Saints ....................102
Dyersville Chamber of Commerce ........99
National Mississippi River Museum .....99
Sky Tours .............................................59
Travel Dubuque ..................................102

Wisconsin

Advance Shullsburg ................................ 98
The Burg ................................................. 96
Copeland Guest House ............................ 96
Cuba City Chamber of Commerce ........... 91
Dandelion ................................................ 97
Gile Cheese ............................................. 91
Ila Rose .............................................. 96-97
Junque Stops Here.................................. 91
Kingsley Crossing .................................... 97
Mary O’Leary’s Cabin.............................. 96
Pahnke Realty.......................................... 96
Platteville Chamber of Commerce ........... 93
Prairie du Chien Chamber of Commerce .. 101
Serving Soles Reflexology ....................... 97
Shullsburg Community Bank ................... 97
Shullsburg Creamery ............................... 97
Shullsburg Farmers’ Market .................... 96
Water Street Market Cafe ....................... 96
Water Street Place .................................. 97
Weber Meats .......................................... 91

Heroes
from
Marvel
and DC
alike enjoy
the flavor
of Blaum
Bros.
spirits.

A Beyond the
Ordinary Shopping
Experience!!
402 S. Main St., Galena, IL

815-777-1999 • www.POOPSIES.com

Stay right on Main!
404 S Main St.
Galena, IL
815-777-3454
www.MAINSTINN.com
Poopsie’s-918_1
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GET OUT AND PLAY AT
EAGLE RIDGE RESORT & SPA

Nestled among the 6800 acres of rolling hills in The Galena Territory and seven
miles from historic downtown Galena, Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa combines

spectacular scenery with full-service amenities and activities for all occasions.

With four championship golf courses, a world-class spa, fine and casual dining,

hiking and biking on woodland trails, fishing and boating, hot-air ballooning, and
more, there’s something for everyone. Plan your next intimate getaway, family

fun, a grand celebration, or your next company retreat at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.

Multiple

EVENT
SPACES
available

EAGLERIDGE.COM 800.892.2269

Eagle Ridge Resort-866_1

• Fettuccine Chicken Alfredo • Spaghetti & Meatballs • Baked Seafood Italiano • Pasta Ala Vinny •

NEW! Private Old World Hospitality Suites.

Secure all-day hospitality suites just steps off Galena’s Main Street. A place for your group
to rest, relax, stow belongings/packages, and enjoy a private lunch and/or dinner.
Family Friendly • Group Menus • Self-serve Beverage Options

180 Main St • Dubuque, IA
180
St • Dubuque, IA
Ph:Main
563.588.9600
Ph:
563.588.9600
www.VinnysDubuque.com
www.VinnysDubuque.com

201 S. Main St • Galena, IL
Ph: 815.777.8100
www.VinnysGalena.com

Vinny Vanucchi’s-1635_1

Auntie Gracie’s Baked Sausage Ragu • Fettuccine Primavera • Nana Lu’s Meat Lasagna • Chicken Parmigiano • Rocky’s Raviolis

Italian Specialties • Homemade Sauces • Pastas • Sandwiches • Salads • Garlic Bread
Gluten Free Options • Outstanding Wine & Beer Selection • Carry Out Available

Stuffed Shells • Chicken Marsala • Penne Chicken Romano • Spaghetti Olio • Pollo Compomare

•

An Authentic Italian Dining Experience

Auntie Nancy’s Manicotti • Veal Parmigiano • Dee Dee’s Tortellini Carbonara • Ribeye Delmonico • Uncle Paulie’s Baked Penne

s

•

