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Welcome to Experience Madison County.

T

his is a new product that we’re
launching, and we’re awful proud of
it.
Each edition we put out will focus on a
different aspect of our wonderful county.
This time around, it’s Farm & Finance, two of
the mainstays of the area.
This magazine will feature stories and

photos that will showcase the theme is a
more in-depth manner, and not the
traditional stories covered by newspapers.
For instance, we’re looking at the past
and the present, and other items that makes
Madison County unique.
It is our hope that this grows and evolves
in to something truly spectacular, and that is

something that you, our readers, can
participate in as well.
Let us know what you think, send us your
ideas, keep us on our toes as we strive to
highlight the area.
We hope you enjoy it.
Tony Farkas
Editor & Publisher
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RANC

NCHING
IN MADISON COUNTY
BY LAURA CANNON

“Madison County has more cattle per
acre than any other county in Texas.”
Years ago, those words appeared at the
upper left of every Madisonville Meteor
issue’s front page. Maybe it was true, or
maybe it was one of editor Henry Fox’s
marketing tools. Whatever the case, cattle
ranchers have been part of Madison
County’s scenery since before it was
incorporated.
Some families here have ranched for
well over a hundred years; others are
relative newcomers. Longevity doesn’t
make them greatly different, but they do
differ from non-ranchers. Lifestyles, skills,
vocabularies, and problems are just a few
of the things that set them apart. For
example, in other lines of work is it normal
for folks to interrupt a Thanksgiving meal
to help an animal give birth? When an
animal is in need, there is no holiday!
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Spend time here and you see abundant evidence of
ranchers. Both sexes drive pickup trucks and pull trailers,
necessities of ranching life. Local feed stores teem with
customers. In hay-making season, tractors, large trailer loads
of hay, and baling equipment travel our highways. It’s not
unusual to see trucks pulling trailers in school traffic lines.
Modern conveniences have revolutionized ranching. One
rancher with a bit of age on him recently said, “I intend to
spend whatever days I have left making work on this ranch
easier and better.”
All-terrain vehicles, cab tractors with climate controls, big
round hay bales, trip hoppers for putting out cow cubes, all
have impacted the industry. Better animal health care items

COMFORT
CONVENIENCE
CUSTOM TOUCHES
COMMUNITY

Let’s Plan
the Perfect
HomeTogether.
SCAN ME

NOW SELLING!

Lots Available in
Madisonville Now!

Custom Homes built on
your lot or ours located in
Madison County.

Gordon Wells

PH: 864-979-3526
Email:
Ema glwframe@aol.com
www.bandgwhomes.com
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have been welcomed. Cell phones save ranchers countless steps,
miles, hours, animals, and dollars.
In providing for daily needs, ranchers suffer due to soaring
prices of property, feed, machinery, fertilizer, fencing, labor,
pesticides, animal health items, you name it, prices have
skyrocketed and continue to. A fourth-generation rancher recently
told that he bought his first bulls over 50 years ago for $350 each,
yet he paid $4,750 each for the last comparable ones. Pasture
fertilizer cost $50 a ton up until 1970; now it’s $450 a ton. He
recalled barbed wire costing $3 a roll; now he pays $60. In 1962,
red (ag-use) diesel cost 14 cents a gallon; now it’s $3.70.
Old-fashioned problems, like cattle rustling, and theft of other
items continue to plague ranchers. Weather, be it hot, cold, dry, or
rainy, affects animals’ health. Government health regulations
regarding animals get more complicated every day. The business
of ranching isn’t for the faint-hearted.
Most local ranchers intend to remain in the business for the long
haul. You seldom hear of one retiring; most hope to die with their
boots on. They treasure their lifestyle as well as the family
brand(s). Parents naturally share what they love and start teaching
offspring the ropes early. Youngsters start out opening gates and
feeding bottle calves; then they move on to bigger jobs. You’ll be
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Authentic Mexican Specialties

Savor the mouthwatering avors of our grilled
carne asada, overstuffed burritos, fresh guacamole
and other Mexican favorites.

HAPPY HOUR
Monday-Friday
2-7 p.m.
amazed at the chores some 10-year-old ranch kids can
accomplish!
A rancher’s most important resources are God, helpful
neighbors, a competent veterinarian, dependable sources of
feed, hay, and water, and a skillful cowboy with a good horse.
Cattle in Madison County still find ways to get to places
accessible only to a horse and rider!
Ranchers may look like good old country boys, but don’t
sell them short. You’ll be amazed at the ranchers with skills of
a mechanic, a veterinarian, a nutritionist, an accountant, an
agronomist, a legal expert, a meteorologist, a geneticist, a
conservationist, and a pest control specialist. Some also
seem to be direct descendants of Job!

Wednesday is
Margarita Night!

Fajitas for 2 for $18.99

With mention of this ad.
Beef or Chick or mixed. Served with Pico de gallo,
guacamole, rice and Charro beans.
Oﬀer expires 1/31/2019

1610 E Main St #133 | Madisonville

www.losranchosrestauranttx.com
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BE

UNIQUE
IN MADISONVILLE
BY CAMPBELL ATKINS

P

assersby may be surprised to learn that the city of Madisonville offers
multiple unique activities that range from exotic animals from around
the globe to taking a chance and jumping out of an airplane.
The Skydiving Company, owned by the Silvia family, has set up shop in Madisonville after more than 50 years of experience in the sport and industry. They
are currently in the process of building a hangar at the Madisonville Municipal
Airport that will feature a classroom as well as all of the necessary equipment.
The company gained popularity in Tennessee with their passion for the
sport and overall focus on safety. People drive for hours to get to their Chattanooga location from places such as Atlanta, Nashville, Knoxville, Birmingham
and Huntsville, Tenn. They are hoping to build the same sort of atmosphere for
clientele not just in Madison County, but all over.
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Josh Hays and
Kristina Saucedo
begin the process of
milking goats at the
Honey Doe Farm west
of Madisonville.

“Madisonville is centrally located,” said President Justin
Silvia. “It is roughly two hours from bigger markets such as
Dallas, Houston and Austin. I presented the city with a plan
because there was nothing here. It is hard to build or expand
on an airport, but when we come in with skydiving it is instant
business.”
The Silvias are using their own money to build the hangar,
which will be eighty by one hundred and twenty feet when it is
complete.
“We have been able to create jobs here and we will
continue to do so,” said Justin Silvia. “It will also bring in
tourists. Anyone who comes in usually spends about one
hundred dollars elsewhere in town, so that is a big factor.”
The company’s biggest customer is the first time skydiver. A
beginner will come in and perform a tandem jump with one of

Home Décor • Furniture • Stirrups • Books • Vases
American Art • belts • crosses • jewelry • clocks and more!
936-348-6541
3 miles West on Madisonville on Hwy 21
Mon-Fri, 9 A.M. to 5 P.M.
Sat, 10 A.M. to 3 P.M.
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Lance Hays takes
goat’s milk and begins
the process to make a
batch of brie cheese.

The 19,000 square
foot facility at Texas
Pride Trailers houses
all the fabrication and
woodworking for the
company’s product.

the company’s instructors. The average jump
will cost a customer about 150 to 200 dollars.
There are multiple options to consider
for a first time or experienced jumper.
For more information on a possible
jump or the company in general, visit
theskydivingcompany.com.
If you thought farm animals were the
only type of wildlife to be found in Madison
County, think again.
At the end of a dirt road on the edge of
Madisonville sits the Oak Creek Zoological
Conservatory, a not-for-profit 501(c)3 entity
that specializes in captive breeding programs
for indigenous and exotic endangered and
threatened species. Owners Michael and
Courtney Frenchak and their small staff
oversee animals from all over the world
and are in the business of education and
conservation.
To avoid any confusion, the Conservatory
is not a zoo open to the public. Instead,
the Frenchaks host limited tours of their
expanding facilities that last about two hours.
Tours must be booked in advance and cost
$300 for up to eight guests. There will never
be more than one tour group at the facility at
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It is all
about the
olive trees
at Lone
Star Olive
Ranch.

a time. Discounts are available for teachers, police officers, fire
fighters, first responders and military families.
One can’t walk through the maze of shelters and cages in
the Conservatory without being transported to an exotic land.
Guests are led by one of the experts through the gauntlet of
creatures. These experts have dedicated their lives to this work
and are ready and willing to provide educational information
on any of their animals.
This is different from a normal zoo. Guests are able to
focus on and learn about the animals without all of the other
distractions that come with a cramped zoo. More importantly,
one knows that the animals are under close watch and
encouraged to be themselves around Michael and Courtney.
“A big problem you’ll find with some zoos are the interactive
aspects,” said Michael. “It’s easy to think that surrounding
these animals with attention is good for them, but they won’t
stay in those facilities forever. Despite good intentions, many
animals will almost go crazy when they’re moved to a new
location and don’t get as much attention.”
While you’d be hard pressed not to have fun around
these cuddly or dangerous friends, Michael and Courtney
have always insisted that their visitors be serious about
understanding some of the rarest species on earth.
For information on becoming a donor or sponsoring a
habitat, contact Courtney Frenchak at oakcreekzoo@gmail.
com or visit oakcreekzc.org.
Madisonville is also home to the Honey Doe Farm &

Creamery, a unique, single-family operation owned by Lance
and Francine Hays that specializes in goat cheese. Lance, who
is Deaf and communicates through American Sign Language, is
the primary cheesemaker and dairyman.
“We started this because my sister (Amanda) was lactose
intolerant, and my mother got some goats because she heard
some people who were lactose intolerant could not stand the
taste of some goat’s milk,” said brother Josh Hays. “(Mother)
got the goats, and took a cheese-making class. She liked it
so much, she decided to get more goats. From there, my dad
decided to make it a business.”
Honey Doe Farm raises two dairy breeds, LaMancha and
Nigerian Dwarf goats. They also raise a market goat breed,
Boer.
“The La Mancha produces more volume, but the milk fat
content is not as high, so we balance it out with the Nigerians,
which produce a lower volume but with a higher fat content,”
said Hays. “It creates a little more flexibility in the kinds of
cheeses we can make.”
The average life span of a goat is 25 years, throughout which
the goat remains fertile. Josh said many large dairies milk the
goats throughout its life; at Honey Doe, they milk the goats only
for about 10 years, and then sell the animals as pets — with the
proviso that the animal is not bred again.
To find out more information regarding Honey Doe Farm
& Creamery and where you can access their products, visit
honeydoefarm.com.
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HERE TO

HELP
AgriLife Extension more than
just agriculture support
BY TONY FARKAS

Children learn to make flower
pots from cement, dirt,
shredded paper and water.

A

t the break of dawn on a day in September 2017, men
and women were working diligently to assist those who
suffered in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey.
There was the business of load and distributing food,
providing for care and other necessary assistance for the victims.
There were rescue operations, and donations to be gathered, and
of course plenty of labor needed.
These volunteers weren’t just helping people, though,
and they didn’t come from an area normally associated with
hurricane relief. These were the men and women of the Texas
A&M AgriLife Extension Service, and they were pitching in to
help not only the farmers and ranchers around Houston and
the gulf area, but the farms and the livestock as well, providing
equipment, labor and food.

Chadd Caperton, the Extension Agent for Madison County,
said that was an event in his career he’s very proud of, and it’s a
career that started nine years ago in October.
It also points out that the Extension services are more than just
helping farmers with their crops, or ranchers with their animals.
In a word, the Extension Service is about education. And not
just for people in the agriculture industry.
It’s for any and every one to use.

District 9

Caperton said that in his area — Madison County — people
who call the office can expect services such as educational
resources and consultation, just about anything related to
agriculture — livestock, commodities, crops — even bees.
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The fourth annual “Fun Fridays”
program continues through Aug. 12
at the Madison County Extension
Office on School Street. Open to all
ages, Fun Fridays is held every
Friday from 9:45 a.m. to noon.

On the residential side, they offer help with yards,
gardens, fruits, nuts vegetables.
“The most common usage we see, since I’ve been here
in Madison County, is cattle and forage,” Caperton said.
“Our most common calls are from producers who have
some tough weeds they can’t seem to control, or fertilizing
forage properly. We help them with soil tests, raising cattle
through different situations such as drought or flooding.”
Oddly, though, Caperton said he does get quite a few
calls regarding bees — either to learn how to keep them or
how to removeg them. Additionally, the office fields calls
on treating St. Augustine yards for brown patch or other
types of fungus.
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An overview of the amount of
donated feed and items to be used
as part of hurricane relief.

Chadd
Caperton gives
a presentation
on water fowl.

Education

Overall, AgriLife Extension has major
areas of concern, all with the eye toward
education.
According to the Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service website, Extension is a
“unique education agency with a statewide
network of professional educators,
trained volunteers, and county offices. It
reaches into every Texas county to address
local priority needs. Some of our major
efforts are in mitigating drought impacts;
conserving water use in homes, landscapes,
and production agriculture; improving
emergency management; enhancing food
security; and protecting human health
through education about diet, exercise, and
disease prevention and management.
“In total, Extension personnel and
Extension-trained volunteers achieved
nearly 23 million direct teaching contacts,
including distance education via the Web,
in fiscal year 2015.”
Caperton said those services are offered
free, as the project is funded through
federal, state and county tax dollar
contributions.
“We get phone calls from the public with
issues anywhere from trouble with growing
grass in their yard to battling weeds in a
pasture, to raising cattle or other livestock,”
he said.
Some counties have designated agents
for specific education areas, such as a
Family and Consumer Health, that deal
with health, food preparation and nutrition,
help and information about battling
diabetes, exercise programs and healthy
eating.
According to the website, AgriLife
Extension demonstrates the latest
technology and best practices to improve
the state’s food and fiber system, which
serves all Texas consumers and contributes
nine percent of the gross domestic product.
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Donated hay was
used to help
ranchers in need.

National Guard members and volunteers
load feed onto a Chinook helicopter to
be airdropped to cattle stranded in the
aftermath of Hurricane Harvey.

“In Madison County, we have a food and nutrition
club, where we teach children how to prepare meals,
how to go to a grocery store and read a label to figure
out nutritional facts, food safety practices and in that,
incorporate softer skills, such as a challenge where the
children have to not only prepare a meal but explain
the reasoning behind the meal and the nutritional
value to a set of judges,” Caperton said.

Youth Development

A major area of focus, especially in Madison
County, is youth development, through the 4-H
program.
“It’s similar to FFA, but we start with children a
little bit younger, on average,” Caperton said. “These
kids participate in all kinds of projects, from livestock
projects at the county fair, to food and nutrition
projects, shooting sports and even robotics.”
Those projects are designed to teach kids life skills
and good character qualities that will make them
successful members of society later on, he said.
“There’s also several leadership projects, such as
public speaking — chapter conducting — dubbed
Leaders for Life, which teaches them how to conduct

Quick facts about Texas AgriLife Extension Service:
•Established: 1915
•Number of direct teaching contacts: almost
23 million in FY 2015
•Number of volunteers supporting
extension programs: 96,794
•Number of counties with an Extension office: 251
•FY 2016 operating budget: $154 million
including county funds
Source: agrilifeextension.tamu.edu
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Local youth turned out in
droves for the June 17 kickoff
of the “Fun Fridays” program
at the Madison County
Extension Office.

business and some of the softer skills that are harder to pick up,
things like putting together several thoughts and conveying those
clearly to an audience, impromptu or prepared,” Caperton said.
This directly teaches kids how to address an audience, to
control their anxiety, to be able to think clearly and answer
questions in a controlled and concise manner.
“Skills that are pretty difficult to come by,” he said.
According to the website, Texas 4-H, our primary youth
program, engages some 600,000 youth every year in learning
projects, leadership development, and community service.
“The 4-H program takes about 90 percent of time in this
office,” Caperton said.

Community Development

Caperton said the most visible aspect of the agency’s work in
the community is its role in emergency management, such as
large animal rehabilitation like the efforts following Hurricane
Harvey.
“We have strike teams that respond, when it’s safe to return
to an area, following a natural disaster,” he said. “Our job is to
set up livestock supply points to put out hay, feed, over-thecounter pharmaceuticals and antibiotics to help folks that may
be displaced. We actually house animals that are in areas where
the pastures and pens are flooded.”
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Madisonville
Police Officer
Calicia
George helps
with a child
during the
Fun Fridays
program.

During Harvey, Caperton was deployed to Orange
County, and the strike team set up in a cowboy church in
a giant parking lot and brought in hundreds of thousands
of pounds of hay, feed ranging from dog food to cubes for
cattle, and those in the surrounding came to us and got
feed to get them through till the community got back on its
feet.
“We partnered with the Texas National Guard and Texas
Department of Agriculture, and they brought in large
helicopters and got hay to delivered to stranded cattle
locked in by flood water,” he said. “That was probably the
coolest thing we did (that week). It probably was the most
physically and emotionally taxing (thing I’ve done), but it
was also the most rewarding.”
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A

CENTURY
IN THE MAKING
BY CAMPBELL ATKINS

Exterior view of
Normangee State Bank.

Normangee State
Bank Chief Executive
Officer Joel Shaw at
his desk.

L

ike all industries, the world banking has changed
significantly over the years and will only continue to do so.
Madison and Leon Counties are home to Normangee State
Bank, the only locally owned and operated bank therein.
“This is a family-owned business, when people come in to
bank with us they know who they are dealing with,” said Jack
Hunter, who has been with the bank for 15 years and serves as
President. “Decisions are made locally, right here inside this
building. The advantage is the kind of service we can offer the
customer.”
The bank was first chartered on October 12, 1912, and
the building was completed a year later. While many banks
throughout the country closed during the Great Depression in
the 1930s, First National Bank kept its doors open and purchased
the First State Bank in town. It was renamed Normangee State
Bank when it received a state charter in March of 1962.
A major step was taken in 1967, when the bank was purchased
by four businessmen: Percy Westmoreland, Mac L. Bennett Jr.,
Royce Shaw and Doyle Reed. It has been locally owned and
operated since that time. Mr. Bennett and Bill Novosad became
directors, and Molly Sweeden and Sandra Shaw joined the bank
staff.
The assets of the bank at that time were $1,381,074.94, and
they made a major push to increase those assets to two million.
That was accomplished on Aug. 4, 1969. At that time, Novosad,
Bennett, Westmoreland, Reed and Shaw were directors while

Rachael Bennett, Molly Bowman, Sandra Shaw and Gary Martin
joined Royce Shaw as the bank employees.
The bank continued to increase its assets over the next 30
years. In 1974, they had reached almost 4.5 million, and that
figure increased to over 6.5 million at the end of 1976. The next
six years saw a jump to almost 15 million at the end of 1982, and
six more years saw those assets increase to over 24 million. By the
end of 2000, the bank had assets of almost 45 million.
Dr. W.A. Bilsing joined the bank as a director in 1974 and
Victor Hillman became a director and employee in 1976. Joel
and Jake Shaw joined the employee ranks in 1982 and, along
with Molly Sweeden, became directors in 1988. Royce Glen Shaw
became an employee in 1999.
In 2000, Royce Shaw turned the day-to-day operation of the
bank over to his oldest son, Joel, giving him the title of executive
vice president. In 2001, Royce Shaw relinquished more of the
leadership of the bank to Joel and gave him the title of chief
executive officer.
In the last ten years, the bank has added space and remodeled
both the interior and exterior of the facility. It continues to be a
vital part of the community and is entrenched in history, but they
have also made significant strides to modernize their business
with the changing times.
“In terms of technology, you can bank with us on your
computer or phone with our mobile app,” said Hunter. “Think of
the essential things members of the younger generation want like
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offers the following services:

Copies
Black & White
50¢ per page
Color
$1 per page

Notary
Public

Faxes

Price varies

$1 per page

Meteor Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
205 Madison St. • Madisonville, TX • (936)348-3505

Sign Up & Save
Oﬀer Ends
12/31/18

Subscribe by phone or online today to save
on home delivery, Plus gain access to
savings on hundreds of dollars in weekly
coupon savings on everything from groceries
to retail, restaurants, home services and
more! For new or subscriptions lapsed more
than 6 months.

(936) 348-3505

205 N. Madison Street Madisonville, Tx

www.madisonvillemeteor.com
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Normangee
State Bank
employees
hard at
work.

Normangee
State Bank
mannequin
“Nick” had no
choice but to
pose for the
camera.

online and mobile banking. They can do that right
here with us.”
Online or with the mobile app, Normangee State
Bank customers can monitor their accounts at any
time, review their banking history, transfer funds
and pay their bills.
Moving forward, Hunter believes the biggest
challenge will be keeping up with the ever-changing
world of technology. By doing this, they can keep
acquiring new customers and adapt to their specific
needs as they have always done.
However, some things never change. Normangee
State Bank continues to pride themselves on their
ability to connect with their customers on a personal
level while keeping their best interests at heart.
“This family has been in the business since the
sixties,” said Hunter. “There are younger members of
the family coming up, some who already work here
now. It is a good time for this bank to continue that
tradition in the community.”
Normangee State Bank is still located at 116
Main Street in downtown Normangee and the
hours of operation are from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. They
are closed on Sundays and Mondays. For more
information on Normangee State Bank, visit www.
normangeestatebank.com.
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PREPARING YOUR HORSE FOR

SEVERE

WEATHER
A

dverse weather can be troublesome for humans and
animals, alike. While small, indoor pets are easier
to board and travel with, horses require additional
preparedness and precautions.
Dr. Jessica Millwood, a resident in equine practice at the Texas
A&M College of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, said
that planning ahead and paying attention to weather alerts are
the keys to keeping horses safe during severe weather.
“Pastures should be clear of hazardous items, debris, and
known entrapments for horses, and safe fencing and holding
areas should be available around the property,” Millwood said.
“Owners should install lightning suppression systems, sprinkler
systems, and smoke detectors on all high-risk buildings, in
particular those where animals are kept.”
Millwood suggests considering several factors before
determining the most ideal form of shelter.
“Owners should consider their horse’s anxiety level during
storms, the horse’s past experience during severe weather,
the severity of the thunderstorms forecasted, and the stormworthiness of the barn,” she said.
If a horse spends more time outdoors and is not accustomed
to any other housing, it could be more stressful to try and place
them in an enclosed environment, according to Millwood. A
small, semi-covered secure paddock might be a better alternative
for horses that react poorly to being stalled.
“On the other hand, if the horse tends to show nervousness or
anxiety outside during storms, a stall in a strongly-built barn may
be a better alternative than being left outdoors,” she said. “Visual
contact with herd mates may also help diffuse anxious behavior.”
Contact information for you or your local veterinarian should

be posted in the barn or stable. Horses should also have a
microchip, brand, or any other form of identification to ensure
they are returned home safely if they escape from the enclosure.
In the case of flooding, Millwood says that owners should
ensure their horses have safe drinking water, without which
horses may become dehydrated or be forced to drink
contaminated flood water.
“Flooding may also destroy food resources available to horses
and eating moldy hay or feed can lead to clinical signs such as
colic or respiratory disorders,” she added. “Owners should ensure
adequate food is available for at least 72 hours after a predicted
flooding event is suspected to subside, and they should store feed
securely to prevent contamination or spoilage.”
Another concern that comes with flooding is standing in
polluted water through which the horse’s skin is exposed to
irritants and contaminants. Owners should bathe their horses as
soon as possible after a flood and keep their horses up-to-date on
core vaccines to prevent any potentially fatal diseases.
Most severe weather conditions are tracked in advance, with
the most likely scenarios forecasted. If necessary, Millwood
suggests that owners evacuate their horses while it is still possible
to do so.
Owners have a heightened responsibility to care for and keep
their animals safe during severe weather. By taking the necessary
precautions and having a disaster plan ready, you can ensure that
you and your horse are prepared when a situation arises.
Pet Talk is a service of the College of Veterinary Medicine &
Biomedical Sciences, Texas A&M University. Stories can be viewed
on the web at vetmed.tamu.edu/pet-talk. Suggestions for future
topics may be directed to editor@cvm.tamu.edu.
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REAP

SAFE
HARVEST
I

t can be an exciting and exhausting time, the culmination of
a season of hard work. However, the rush to harvest can also
yield tragic outcomes. Each year, dozens of farm workers are
killed and hundreds are injured in accidents involving power
lines and electrical equipment.
“Things people see every day can fade from view and in the
busy-ness of harvest time, it’s easy for farm workers to forget about
the power lines overhead,” says Richard McCracken of the Safe
Electricity Advisory Board. “But failure to notice them can be a
deadly oversight.”
Review with all workers the farm activities that take place
around power lines. Inspect the height of farm equipment to
determine clearance. Keep equipment at least 10 feet away from
power lines – above, below and to the side – a 360-degree rule.
“Always lower grain augers before moving them, even if it’s
only a few feet,” says Bob Aherin, PhD, CSP & University of Illinois
Professor and Agricultural Safety & Health Program Leader.
“Variables like wind, uneven ground, shifting weight or other
conditions can combine to create an unexpected result Also use
extreme caution when raising the bed of a grain truck.”
Farm workers should take these steps to ensure a safer harvest
season:
• Use care when raising augers or the bed of grain trucks around
power lines.
• Use a spotter when operating large machinery near power
lines. Do not let the spotter touch the machinery while it is being
moved anywhere near power lines.
• As with any outdoor work, be careful not to raise any
equipment such as ladders, poles or rods into power lines.

Remember, non-metallic materials such as lumber, tree limbs,
ropes and hay will conduct electricity depending on dampness,
dust and dirt contamination.
• Never attempt to raise or move a power line to clear a path!
• Don’t use metal poles to break up bridged grain inside bins.
Know where and how to shut off the power in an emergency.
• Use qualified electricians for work on drying equipment and
other farm electrical systems.
Operators of farm equipment or vehicles must also know what
to do if the vehicle comes in contact with a power line: Stay on the
equipment, warn others to stay away and call 911. Do not get off
the equipment until the utility crew says it is safe to do so.
“If the power line is energized and you step outside, touching
the vehicle and ground, your body becomes the path and
electrocution is the result,” Aherin said. “Even if a power line has
landed on the ground, the potential for the area nearby to be
energized still exists. Stay inside the vehicle unless there’s fire or
imminent risk of fire.”
If this is the case, jump off the equipment with your feet
together, without touching the ground and vehicle at the same
time. Then, still keeping your feet together, hop to safety as you
leave the area.
Once you get away from the equipment, never attempt to get
back on or even touch the equipment. Some electrocutions have
occurred after the operator dismounts and, realizing nothing has
happened, tries to get back on the equipment.
Houston County Electric Cooperative wants all farm workers to
be informed of electrical hazards and trained in proper procedures
to avoid injury for a safe and prosperous harvest season.

&

FARM
34		
FINANCE

LIVING IN MADISON COUNTY

IT’S ALWAYS WORTH
THE DRIVE TO J5!
OCTOBER ONLY: Add a 5’ cutter, 5’ box blade and box blade for just $23/month
Zero Down • $197/month
5.99% for 84 months*

Zero Down • $268/month
4.99% for 84 months*

MAHINDRA MAX 26 XL 26 HP

MAHINDRA 1533 35 HP

PUSH MORE. PULL MORE. LIFT MORE.
Plus, industry’s best warranty, period.

Save on the World’s #1 Selling Tractor at J5 — America’s #1 Mahindra Dealer!

TRACTORS

Shop 24/7 at J5Tractors.com

202 Hwy 39 S • Normangee, TX
936-396-6032
*With approved credit. Program restrictions may apply. See dealer for details.

HEALTH, MIND & BODY

New Year! New You!

A new year means it’s time for a checkup! The Next issue of Living In Madison County is all about
health, your health. We are going to cover it all. Physical and mental health, nancial to spiritual
and even the health of your family pet. This is an issue you don’t want to miss. Look for LMC
Health & Wellness in the January 30 issue of the Madisonville Meteor, online
at www.madisonvillemeteor.com and in lobbies & waiting areas throughout Madison County.
To advertise in this issue call Tammy at 936-348-3505 or email her at
tammy.farkas@madisonvillemeteor.com

205 N Madison Street
Madisonville, TX 77864
(936)348-3505
www.madisonvillemeteor.com

