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Newkirk pushes for change
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com

‘Round Town
Gala Nettles
OK, guys, the big
Valentine’s Day is next
Thursday. As a comedian
once quipped, “Guys, it’s
that wonderful day of the
year, that can determine
how the rest of your year
goes.”
Now surely that’s not
true, but it is a great day
to make others feel well
loved and by the way,
doing so isn’t a one-way
street. Giving to others,
seeing them happy, just
makes you feel good about
yourself. As St Francis of
Assissi once said, “It is in
the giving we receive.”
Did someone just cross
your mind to remember on Valentine’s Day?
Someone whom you want
to know how special they
are to you? Maybe even
several someones? OK,
OK, straighten up there.
I’m referring to kiddos,
moms, sisters, besides
your number one sweetheart.
Next Thursday is going
to be a busy day, so today
might just be the day to do
your shopping and there
are plenty of places right
here in Madison County
to do that. Even the Madison St. Joseph Health Ladies Auxiliary can help
you out. The auxiliary will
hold a Valentine’s Day
Sale featuring Sally Kanke’s Jewelry next Monday,
Feb. 11, from 9 a.m. until
2 p.m.
Now this is a win-win
opportunity since you can
do some easy and quick
shopping and all of the
proceeds go back into
helping our Hospital.
One more thing you
might want to think about.
If, Valentine’s Day rolls
around and you haven’t
taken care of the sweethearts in your life by then,
pickings in the stores
could be slim. Then that
comedian, the one who
said Valentine’s is the day
of the year that can determine how the rest of your
year goes? He just could
be right.
Speaking of Valentines while doing some
cleaning chores on my
computer last week I ran
across some Round Town
columns, now 5 years old.
It interesting how some
things never change isn’t
it?
The following comment started one of those
columns and after reading it, I decided it really fit
hand-in-hand with Valentine’s. See what you think.
■ SEE NETTLES, PAGE 6

Midway City Secretary Debra
Newkirk was a driving force behind Representative Trent Ashby’s House Bill 1067, which was
officially filed in January and
would allow city officials to re-

move deceased candidates from
election ballots.
Current law states that in
order to remove a deceased
candidate from the ballot, their
death must have occurred at
least two days before the filing
period.
“That is what happened
last year and started this,” said

Newkirk. “We had a long sitting
council member who passed
away in March, which was right
before I was supposed to print
our ballots.”
Newkirk called the Secretary of State’s office and was
informed that Council Member
Jimmy Cook’s name would have
to remain on the ballot, which

understandably caused confusion among citizens who knew
of his passing.
But Cook still won reelection,
which created a vacancy on the
council. Midway is a Type B Municipality, which means all vacancies on the council are filled
■ SEE CHANGE, PAGE 7

Clary
wins
teaching
award
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com

CHILI COOKOFF A

WINNER
METEOR PHOTOS BY TONY FARKAS

The Hippo Energy cooking team puts its touch on its fifth-place version of gumbo.
By Tony Farkas
tony.farkas@
madisonvillemeteor.com
NORTH ZULCH — The
weather was cool, the chili
was warm, and the fundraising was hot at the third annual North Zulch Volunteer
Fire Department Chili Cookoff on Saturday.
Fire Chief Tony Clay said
the VFD Auxiliary did a masterful job of putting the even
on this year, as sponsorships, contestants and donations all are up from last
year.
“It was the best decision
I ever made as chief, letting
the auxiliary take over,” Clay
said.
The department throws
the shindig each year as a
fundraiser; the proceeds go
toward the purchase of new
equipment and keeping the
fleet running, as well as operational expenses.
“One bad call can cost us
a lot of money,” he said.
In addition, the proceeds

Judge Karina Kyle samples one of the desserts prepared in
the youth competition.
have allowed the department to begin construction
on a new station.
“We’ve had land donated
20 years ago (across from
the current building), but
we’re just now able to do
this,” he said. “We currently
have $22,000 in the building
fund.”
Organizer Wyona Ballard
said the money raised from
sponsorships was more than

doubled from last year’s take
— $13,775 in cash, and with
in-kind donations, $18,200.
Additionally, there were
29 teams, up from the 21 that
entered last year.
Altogether, the Fire Department raised $22,610.07
in cash; after expenses, the
net was $18,395.97, Ballard
said.
Winners are pictured on
Page 11.

Madisonville High School Automotive and Small Engine Technology Teacher Jason Clary was
named the Texas Industrial Vocational Association (TIVA) New
Teacher of the Year at the organization’s Midwinter Conference in
Corpus Christi.
There are multiple levels to the
award and Clary is now in the running for the Association of Career
and Technical Education (ACTE)
Texas New Teacher of the Year
Award which could ultimately
lead to regional and national consideration.
TIVA considered candidates
with two to five years of teaching
experience for the award. Clary
has been teaching at MHS for four
years.
“Auto work is something I
have always had a passion for,”
said Clary. “I am very mechanically minded and I like to fix and
build things. We did not have the
money to take the car to the shop
growing up so we figured it out
and fixed it ourselves. I always figure if somebody can do it then so
can I and that is our attitude in the
classroom.”
Teaching was not always the
path Clary believed he would
take. He worked as a welder out
of high school and enjoyed it, but
decided it was not what he wanted
to do for a living. He then went to
work for the First State Bank of
■ SEE AWARD, PAGE 7

Locals shine in Fort Worth Calf Scramble
Special to the Meteor
Colby Sheppard, a member of
Madisonville FFA, caught a calf
during Fort Worth Stock Show &
Rodeo’s Calf Scramble on Jan. 26,
earning a $500 purchase certificate
for a show heifer and the chance
for up to $12,500 in scholarship
awards. Sheppard’s parents are
Troy and Shelli Sheppard. Sheppard’s award was sponsored by
TLC Urban.
During each of 28 rodeo performances, the Calf Scramble gives 16
Texas 4-H and FFA members the
opportunity to catch one of eight
calves released during the show in
■ SEE SHINE, PAGE 6

Madisonville’s Colby Sheppard caught a
calf during the Fort Worth Stock Show &
Rodeo’s Calf Scramble, earning a $500
purchase certificate.

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled.”
— Matthew 5:6

COURTESY PHOTOS

Madisonville’s James Cleere captured Reserve
Champion Junior Heifer during the Fort Worth Stock
Show & Rodeo.
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Motions denied in lawsuits
surrounding high-speed rail
Meteor staff
WAXAHACHIE —
County Court Judge Jim
Chapman last week denied requests for summary judgment and case
consolidation in three
cases related to the proposed high-speed rail.
Two of the cases were
filed by Texas Central,
the company behind the
proposed rail, and a third
was filed by landowner
Darren Eagle against TC
and Integrated Texas Logistics Inc.
The ruling was issued
Jan. 28.
According to a press
release from Texans
Against High-Speed Rail,
Texas Central still has no
legal right to enter onto
private property, nor
does it have the right to
force landowners to sell
their property under the
threat of eminent domain.
“Texas Central sued
me back in 2016, then
dropped the lawsuit after
I hired an attorney and
filed my papers,” landowner and defended
Ronny Caldwell. “Then
they sued me again in
2018. For years, I’ve been
asking them to show me
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proof they are a railroad
with eminent domain.
They never could. And as
it turns out, they couldn’t
prove it in court either.”
However, Texas Central spokesperson Mark
Edgar said it is important
to note that the court did
not rule on the merits
of the case, only that it
should proceed to trial.
“As such, the court did
not rule that Texas Central was not a railroad
company or interurban
electric railway, and did
not it rule on its eminent
domain authority. The
trial and any appeal will
determine these issues,”
a release from Texas
Central said.
Kyle Workman, president of TAHSR said, the
ruling is not a surprise,
given that Texas Central
has never produced any
documentation of eminent domain authority.
“This company has
been threatening and
suing landowners, sending harassing letters,
trespassing, and coercing ‘option contracts’
with the unsubstantiated threat of eminent domain for years,”
Workman said. “With
no eminent domain authority and no money or
approval to construct,
calling this project a
pipe dream is putting
it mildly. In truth, it’s
just a bunch of consultants feeding at a Japanese-funded trough. It’s
time for Texas Central
to call it quits and move
on.”
Patrick McShan, an
attorney working with
TAHSR, said Texas Center has filed 43 cases in
six counties but still can’t
find a single court to sign
off on their legal arguments.
“Once again, Texas
Central bullied innocent landowners, sued

them, threatened them
with attorney’s fees,
filed thousands of pages
of papers, and then lost
in court,” McShan said.
“It’s like a broken record.
How many more of these
cases does Texas Central
and their army of lawyers
have to lose before they
get it through their heads
that bringing a bunch of
boxes of papers to the
courthouse to show how
much work you’ve done
doesn’t mean you can violate someone’s private
property rights?”
TC’s position is that
the court only denied the
landowners’ motions to
consolidate their cases
and Texas Central’s motions for summary judgment, effectively moving
each case forward toward separate trials.
“We look forward to
showing that the laws
of Texas irrefutably give
this project authority, as
a railroad company, to
access and survey private
land to help determine
the train’s most advantageous route between
Houston and North
Texas,” a press release
stated. “Texas has long
allowed survey access
by railroads, pipelines,
electrical lines and other
industries that provide
for a public good and a
strong economy.”
Meanwhile, the ruling does not affect company’s operations, its
land purchase program,
its financial or business
partnerships, the Federal Railroad Administration’s environmental
assessment or any of
the other developments
under way to bring Texans a project that will
deliver jobs, economic
development and innovative transportation options, the release states.

Meteorologist Bob French

The not-so good ol’ days …
Editor’s note: This is the
second of two columns detailing tragedy during the settlement of Madison County.
Lurie Andrews Tucker
(1921-2002) told that her
mother, Ada McCaffety Andrews, “doctored” her family
with what she had. If a child
had a sore throat, she’d rub
the child’s outer throat with
kerosene from the lamp. For
a cough, she would dose the
patient with three drops of
kerosene in a spoon of sugar.
Once when Lurie as
young, she caught measles
but her body did not break
out with a rash like it should
have. Mrs. Andrews gave her
hot corn shuck tea, with no
success. Next she gave her 3
tablespoons of straight whiskey, and Lurie went to sleep.
When she awoke, she was
quite sick at her stomach
but she was broken out with
the rash.
Over 75 years ago and
more, families were big but
often suffered much loss.
Alfred Dee Martin (18771970) and wife Beatrice Childress Martin (1880-1958)
married in 1897 and had
12 children, but only seven
lived to become adults.
George Crow (1851-1924)
and wife Henrietta (18671949) birthed 17 children
but lost four very young. Joe
David Mitchell (1865-1941)
an Eliza House Mitchell
(1877-1954) had 10 children
but lost two sons, Joe Freeman Mitchell before he
turned 10 and O.T. at only 11
days. Visit older parts of our

Museum Musings
Laura Ann
Cannon
cemeteries and you’ll see evidence of more of the same.
In the first Madison
County history book, one
paragraph tells about life
here in the years preceding
1900.
“Before 1900, mail was
delivered overland from
Bryan only once a month.
Transportation was by
horseback, buggy, or wagon;
and Kurten was nearly a
day’s travel if the (Navasota)
river was fordable. There
were no bridges so, when
the river as “up”, travelers
had to camp on its banks
until they could cross its
usually shallow bed.”
Today we gripe about
traffic on Highway 21.
Leaving the county to
get an advanced education
wasn’t easy long ago. My
aunts Hope Cannon Rhodes
and Audie Cannon Westmoreland attended Sam
Houston State Teachers College at the same time in the
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early 1920s. They always told
us that they could not travel
straight to Huntsville easily.
Their father took them by
train from Madisonville first
through Navasota and then
to Houston, and then they
turned back north to Huntsville. From what I remember
of their stories, Bedias Creek
flooded so often that their
route was the simplest.
Obtaining an education
was even harder for others. When Burnice Gooden
(1905-1953) got old enough
to attend high school, there
were no high schools available here for Black students,
so he attended a boarding
school, Galilee Academy in
Huntsville, along with his
brother Jack, cousin Phinias Ashley, and schoolmate
Marshall Brown. Those four
men were the first Blacks to
continue their education
from Madisonville.
In 1926 they enrolled in
Prairie View A&M College.
Burnice and Jack both got
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Prairie View. Burnice became a teacher, first
at Poole’s Chapel to which
he traveled every day horseback. Later in his career, he
taught, coached basketball,
and was principal at Marian Anderson High School
at the time of his death.
His brother, Jack Gooden,
taught for a few years before
becoming County Agriculture Agent here. He served
in that capacity for 26 years,
retiring in 1970.
Life has sure changed.
Thank God I’ve never
known anyone to die of
measles, malaria or diphtheria. Thanks to modern
medicine, not near as many
young people die. Most of us
find building a house now
difficult to deal with, even
when we don’t have to haul
the materials by wagon! I
commuted easily to Sam
Houston State University,
and I’ve never had to camp
on my way to Bryan.
I am working now and
am seldom at the Museum,
but if you want to share stories similar to the above, you
can call the Museum and
leave your name and number. The curator will share
that with me.
Madison County Museum, at 201 N. Madison St.,
opens to the public Wednesday through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Museum curator Jane Day Reynolds
and volunteers welcome
your visits. Memorials or
donations may be mailed to
the Museum at P.O. Box 61,
Madisonville, TX 77864. The
telephone number is (936)
348-5230.
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Obituaries
James
Cleere Jr.
James “Jim” Randolph
Cleere Jr., 95, of Midway,
passed away Feb. 1, 2019,
in Madisonville. Jim was
born May
20, 1924,
in Madisonville, to
James Randolph Cleere
James
Sr. and Mary
Cleere Jr.
Katherine
Traylor Cleere. He graduated from Madisonville
High School and enlisted
in the United States Navy
where he honorably served
his country for three years
during World War II. Upon
leaving the Navy, he met
his wife, Ferrell, on a Greyhound Bus to Tyler in 1946.
They fell in love, lived in
love, and enjoyed marriage
for more than 71 years. Jim
worked at Suniland Furniture in Houston as a manager and designer until he
retired to his land in Midway.
Jim was an amazing and
caring husband, father,

grandfather, great-grandfather and Christian man. He
was a great example of how
to live life and follow Christ.
Jim always spoke fondly and
admirably of his time in the
United States Navy during
World War II. He was also
passionate about his family, his Christian faith, and
candy.
He is preceded in death
by his parents, James Randolph Cleere Sr. and Mary
Katherine Traylor Cleere;
and his sister, Lettie Ann
Owen. Jim is survived by his
wife, Ferrell Cleere; a sister,
Mary Elizabeth Durst; his
daughter, Celia Hamilton
and son-in law Max Hamilton of Midway; his grandchildren, James Hamilton
and his wife Kristen Hamilton, Crystal Adams and
husband Jason Adams, and
Mary Katherine Nye and
husband Roger Nye; his
great-grandchildren, Ashlyn Hamilton, Kolby Adams,
Grayson Nye, Kinzley Nye
and Madelyn Nye. He is
also survived by his son,
James Randolph Cleere III
and wife Cathy Cleere of Anderson; his grandchildren,
Jason Cleere and wife Kristi

Cleere, Travis Cleere and
wife Ashley Cleere, and Jennifer Lavergne and husband
Lance Lavergne; and his
great-grandchildren, Kendel Cleere, Kanin Cleere,
Mayson Cleere, Grayson
Cleere, Austin Lavergne and
Landon Lavergne.
Visitation was held at
Day Funeral Home Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2019. Funeral
services followed, with
burial at the Madisonville
City Cemetery with military
honors. Services were officiated by his grandson, James
Hamilton.
Jim loved his time in
the United States Navy,
was proud of his service,
and supported all causes
for veterans. To honor his
memory, memorials may
be given to the Wounded
Warrior Project (woundedwarriorproject.org) at 4899
Belfort Road Suite 300, Jacksonville, FL 32256.

Romance also the subject of scams
By Lauren Galley
Guest columnist
As Valentine’s Day approaches, you may find
yourself turning to online
dating sites to help you
find that special someone.
Online romance scams
are a very real way that
consumers find themselves defrauded over the
internet, but it can also be
prevented.
How do these scams
work? Scammers will
make fake profiles on dating sites or social media
platforms, often using
pictures of real people or
posing as service members. Over the course of
weeks, months, or even
years, they develop what
the victim believes to be
a real relationship. They
may start out by asking for
small sums of money, and
once they think the victim
is attached, they will claim
to have an emergency or
situation for which they
urgently need a large
amount of money.
Between 2015-2017,
the Federal Trade Commission and the Internet
Crime Complaint Center reported a combined
$884 million in losses to
online romance scams in
the United States. Dozens
of romance scams were
reported in Texas alone in
2018, several of which had
financial losses of tens
of thousands of dollars.
The main commonalities
found among victims regardless of age or gender,
is that they have strong
beliefs in a soul mate and
true love.
There are many ways
in which an online romance scam can become
extremely complicated.
Often times, fraudsters
will engineer complex
situations and confusing
ways in which you need to
deliver them money. They

may even have fake government forms to make
themselves seem more
legitimate. Some victims
even find themselves
scammed again after they
discover the initial con.
The scammer will admit
what they were doing but
say that they fell in love
during the process and
use that as a tool to start
the con over again.
There are ways to safely
enjoy online dating sites
and keep yourself safe
from these scams. Better
Business Bureau recommends the following:
•Check their photographs. Typically, if an
image is used in a scam,
you can search the image
and may find that it is
connected to other names
or places. However, there
are ways for scammers to
work around this, so be
cautious.
•Search the text. Many
scammers are dealing
with multiple victims at
a time, so they will likely
stick to a script. Search
any unusual or suspicious phrases in a profile
or email. You may get
results from others who
have been contacted in
romance scams.
•Use the State Department to transfer emergency funds. These con
artists often pretend to
be U.S. citizens working
overseas or members of
the armed services. The
State Department recommends sending money

through their OCS Trust,
which requires recipients
to provide a photo ID to
collect money.
•Check to see if there is
a real business overseas.
If the fraudster claims to
own or work for an overseas business, you can
always call the U.S. Embassy in that country and
ask them to verify the
company and provide
background for you.
•Stay off a site where
you’ve been defrauded.
Romance scammers often
sell lists of their victims to
other scammers, so once
you’ve been victim in an
online romance scam,
you may be more vulnerable to them in the future.
•Don’t send money to
someone you haven’t met
in person. While this may
seem like common sense,
most romance scams revolve around elaborate
stories that explain why
they won’t be able to
meet you for quite a while.
However, if someone you
haven’t met in person
starts asking for money,
it is most likely a romance
scam.
BBB also encourages
victims to report their
experiences to help alert
others. Victims should
file complaints and report crimes to their local
police departments, IC3.
gov, FTC.gov and BBB.
org/scamtracker.
To learn more about
online romance scams,
visit bbb.org.

Betty Dean
Betty Ann Dean
(Crane), 85, previously
of Manhattan, Kansas,
then the
Elwood
T e x a s
Community and
recently
of Provo,
U t a h ,
Betty
Dean
passed
away Sunday February 3rd, 2019
at 2:56 PM to be with
her Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, and to be
with her husband, John
Wesley Dean, Jr. of Elwood.
Betty Ann was born
Jan. 9, 1934, in Manhattan, Kan., to Elvin
Everett Joss and Anna
Catherine Schmahl. She
graduated from Kansas
State University with
a bachelor’s degree in
Elementary Education.
While playing the organ
at a military function
close to her home and
having the electricity
go out and never missing a note in the ensuing darkness, she met
Private John Wesley
Dean Jr. and they were
married at St. John’s
Methodist Church on
Aug. 15, 1956. Years
later, after joining the
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints,
their marriage was solemnized in the Salt
Lake City LDS Temple,
where they were sealed
as husband and wife for
all eternity.
Their marriage was
blessed with seven
beautiful children:
two boys and five girls.
When the youngest was
only a month old, Betty
Ann lost her husband,
John, in a tragic motorcycle accident in Madisonville, becoming a
widow with seven children at the age of 44.
Betty Ann met George

Ralph Crane after moving to Utah with her
youngest three daughters, years later. They
were married and made
their home these past
25 years in Provo, Utah.
Between their two families, they have 13 children and many, many
grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
Betty Ann was
blessed with a profound
gift of music. She played
piano, organ, marimba,
xylophone, guitar, harpsichord, bells, chimes,
accordion, and could
play just about anything else. She blessed
the lives of many congregations and denominations with her
musical talents and always sought to honor
God with her musical
praise and deeply worshipful delivery. She
taught piano and voice
lessons in her music
studios and always incorporated music into
her life any way she
could. She stayed active with directing and
playing for the choirs
at church, as well as
playing worship hymns
on organ or piano for
various congregations.
She also arranged many
beautiful songs and
loved to have the family perform them. She
studied piano performance under Dr. Bertram Ward of the Saint
Louis Philharmonic
Orchestra, and was an
especially gifted pianist
and a brilliant organist.
She took great pride
in the educational pursuits and musical interests of her children,
grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
Betty Ann loved a good
musical, a great story, a
beautiful picture, giving
compliments, and even
learned to like watching
football.
She was preceded in

death by her first husband, John; her parents;
her sister, Thelma; and
her brothers, Vincent,
Maurice and Herb.
Betty Ann is survived
by her children, John
Wesley Dean III of
Saratoga Springs, Utah,
Chandra Buchanan of
San Antonio, Andre
Dean of Elwood, Tanya
Alban of Idaho Falls,
Idaho, DeAnna Larson
of Apple Valley, Minn.,
Dora Jensen of Provo,
Utah, and Christy Layton of Queen Creek,
Ariz.; and her husband,
George Ralph Crane of
Provo.
The family will host
a Madisonville Viewing Saturday, Feb. 9,
from 9-10 a.m. at the
local Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, 1205 E. Main St.,
around the bend from
the Fire Station. Funeral
services are open to everyone and will be held
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 9, at the church.
Betty Ann will be
buried beside her husband John Wesley Dean
Jr. at the Allphin Cemetery in Elwood immediately following the
funeral services. After
the burial service all are
invited to the Andre and
Dianne Dean home at
5587 Malone Road, just
behind Elwood Baptist
Church off the OSR, for
lunch and fellowship
with the family. There
will be more of Mom’s
composed and beloved
music played, sung and
shared at our home.
Betty Ann Dean
(Crane), our mother,
g r a n d m o t h e r ,
great-grandmother,
great-great grandmother and dear friend
has returned to Jesus
to accompany and sing
in the heavenly choirs
above, right where she
left off, here on earth.
Come celebrate her
amazing life with us.
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Letters to the Editor
The Madisonville Meteor encourages readers
to submit letters to the editor. Priority will be
given to those letters pertaining to Madison
County issues. All letters are published at the
discretion of the editor. To be published, letters
must adhere to the following criteria:
• Letters must be signed by the writer and include a
telephone number where the writer may be reached
for verification of authenticity; this information will not
be published. Unsigned letters will not be considered
for publication. The Madisonville Meteor reserves the
right to edit any letter for brevity and content.
• Letters that are considered by management to be
libelous or in poor taste will not be published — this
includes letters that attack private individuals and
businesses. Letters praising a business will be reviewed
and published on a case-by-case basis.
• Letters endorsing or denouncing political candidates
are discouraged and will not be published after early
voting has begun.
• Letters from political candidates will not be
published during election season.

Deadlines
B Section – sports and school news, retail ads
due noon Friday. Word ads due 10:30 a.m.
Monday.
A Section – news 5 p.m. Friday (unless it
happened over weekend). Announcements
(birthday, weddings, etc.) 4 p.m. Friday. Retail
ads 4 p.m. Friday. We can accept late-breaking
obituaries until 4 p.m. Monday.
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A nation with no compass is lost
May the nations praise
you, O God. Yes, may all
the nations praise you.
Then the earth will yield
its harvests, and God, our
God, will richly bless us.
Yes, God will bless us, and
people all over the world
will fear him.
A good friend of mine
— Dustin Gist —posted
this verse last week. It’s
poignant, and as usual
with Dustin’s posts,
timely, since just a little
bit before I read this I saw
a post where our leaders
in the House of Representatives are moving to
strike the words “so help
me God” from the oath of
office.
Even though I’m a
Christian, this is not to
say I advocate one religion above another. Everyone is entitled to their
own gods, and as long as
they’re devout, there’s no
conflict here.
But without the influence of a deity, or at least

Publisher’s Notes
To n y F a r k a s
of something that acts as a
moral base, what good is
an oath?
Granted, the phrase
only has been part of the
oath since 1862, but to my
mind, it signifies that the
oath taker would face the
wrath of a deity instead
of breaking an oath. To
me, it lends weight and
credence to something
that otherwise would be
a meaningless jumble of
words.
It also is a plea, one that

asks a deity for the help
and wisdom to be truly
effective at whatever position required the oath.
Nothing wrong with that,
regardless of what atheists
or separatists believe.
It shouldn’t matter
that government offices
use this tag line, since the
separation of church and
state really doesn’t exist
in the Constitution. (Go
ahead, look it up.) What
matters is this gives an
added weight to the office in question, and that
there’s a morality that
backs up the decisions
made on other’s behalf.
Being a nation of laws,
as well as rules and social
behaviors, what keeps
people adhering to those
things, if not a moral
code? If you don’t believe in right and wrong,
if your conscience is not
grounded in a philosophy
that delineates good and
evil, then laws or oaths
become meaningless, as

any action you take will be
the result of whim.
When you put this
development together
with the myriad of other
events that happen regularly, it would seem that
our leaders have decided
to eschew all that is good
about this country and
replace it with all that is
expedient.
The irony of that is
when putting forth arguments for the latest
rounds of actions taken
“for the people,” which
ultimately end up with
some right, liberty, money
or all being taken away,
morality and even Christianity are invoked.
Ultimately, it isn’t necessary to have “so help me
God” as part of an oath,
but it sure is a comfort to
the people who inevitably
will bear the costs of an
oathtaker’s decisions.
Tony Farkas is publisher of the Madisonville
Meteor.

Committee works on property tax reform
AUSTIN — Voters
would have the power to
prevent their local governmental bodies from
increasing property taxes
by more than 2.5 percent
per year under legislation
introduced in the Texas
Senate and House on Jan.
31.
Senate Bill 2 and identical House Bill 2, both
116 pages in length, propose to amend the current law, in which local
taxing authorities may
increase taxes up to 8
percent each year before
a rollback election would
be required. Cries for relief are widespread, given
the leeway current law
affords and the fact that
county appraisal districts
may increase the value of
property at the same time.
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick,
who presides over the
Senate, said, “People desperately need property tax
reform, our businesses
need property tax reform,
and we have set out, on
this date, early in session,
with a major piece of legislation. We are setting the
tone for the rest of the session on this issue,” Patrick
added.
In the introduced versions of SB 2 and HB 2,
taxing authorities that
bring in less than $15 million in annual revenue
would be exempt from the
new requirements.
Sen. Paul Bettencourt,
R-Houston, chair of the
Senate Property Tax Committee, said, “The vexing
problem facing taxpayers
is that tax bills are going
up at least two or three
times faster than they can
handle. I think that the

HB 2 to a committee.
HB 2 author Rep. Dustin
Burrows, R-Lubbock,
chairs the House Ways &
Means Committee, which
is scheduled to meet this
week.

Capitol Highlights
Ed Sterling
concept of having a two
and a half percent rollback rate across the board
means there’s a universal
solution.”
According to the Senate News Service, local
elected officials have
turned out in force to
oppose caps on taxing
growth, saying it harms
their ability to deliver on
needed services in their
home communities. So
far, those efforts have succeeded, as similar measures have failed to reach
the governor’s desk in
previous sessions.
Patrick said that while
he hopes local officials
will work with the state
on this issue, ultimately
property tax reform is
coming. “We have been
stopped time after time
in the past by a total resistance to reform,” he
said. “The days of saying,
‘No, we’re going to kill
the bill because we don’t
want change’ . . . that day
is over.”
The Senate Property
Tax Committee will meet
this week to discuss SB 2.
House Speaker Dennis
Bonnen soon will assign

Advisory sparks lawsuits
LULAC, the League of
United Latin American
Citizens, and MALDEF,
the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Education Fund, last week
filed lawsuits alleging the
violation of voting rights,
voter suppression and
voter intimidation over
an election advisory dated
Jan. 25 and addressed to
county voter registrars by
Texas Secretary of State
David Whitley.
In the advisory, Whitley informed the registrars that some 95,000
individuals identified by
the Texas Department of
Public Safety as non-U.S.
citizens have matching
voter registration records
in Texas. Whitley said
about 58,000 of those
have voted in one or more
Texas elections, and that
those records would be
turned over to the Texas
Attorney General’s office
for potential legal action.
MALDEF’s lawsuit was
filed in the U.S. District
Court for the Southern
District of Texas, Corpus
Christi Division. LULAC’s
lawsuit was filed in the
U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Texas,
San Antonio. Both civil
rights organizations seek
to stop the state from removing registered voters,
particularly those who are
naturalized, from voter
rolls. MALDEF’s lawsuit

names as defendants
Whitley, Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton, Gov.
Greg Abbott and Galveston County Tax Assessor
and Collector Cheryl E.
Johnson, in their official
capacities. LULAC’s lawsuit names as defendants
Whitley and Paxton.
Land Office
sets deadline
Hurricane Harvey survivors living in temporary
housing units provided
by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency
and the Texas General
Land Office need to solidify their housing plans
leading up to a Feb. 25
deadline, Land Commissioner George P. Bush announced Jan. 30.
Those who continue
to meet FEMA eligibility requirements may be
approved to pay rent and
remain in their current
temporary housing units
through Aug. 25. Others
may be eligible to purchase their unit. However,
these programs must be
approved by local officials
and may not be available
in all areas, according to a
General Land Office news
release.
Hurricane Harvey hit
coastal and inland counties of Texas from late August to early September
2017, directly or indirectly
causing more than 100
deaths, displacing tens of
thousands of citizens and
causing monetary damages estimated at $125
billion.
Ed Sterling is director
of Member Services for the
Texas Press Association.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

FEBRUARY

Head Start
BVCAP Head Start
is a preschool program
that provides comprehensive educational
social services to eligible children. Head
Start provides a rich,
developmentally appropriate educational
curriculum, social services to help with everyday needs of life,
mental health services
and nutrition services.
The facility is at 901 B
W. Trinity St. in Mad-

isonville. Call (936)
348-3915.

Library Storytime
Storytime is on winter break until Thursday, Feb. 7. We’ll see
everyone back that
day at 10 a.m. that
day for stories, songs,
rhymes, fingerplays,
movement activities,
and a craft. Please
call (936) 348-6118
for more information
or to register your
child.

Feb. 8
First United Methodist Church will host its
annual Father-Daughter Dance from 6 to
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb.
8, in Wesley Hall. Gentlemen, please bring
your daughter, niece,
or granddaughter, preschool to eighth grade,
to the dance. Refreshments will be served
and a photograph will
be provided to each
couple at no cost.
There is no charge.

March 6
Texas
C-Step,
along with Texas A&M
Health Science Center, Physicians Family
Medicine and the Pink
Alliance, are sponsoring free mobile mammograms March 6 at
First Baptist Church
for women in Madison County who are
uninsured. To schedule an appointment,
call (979) 436-0453
or (979) 436-0443 by
Feb. 20.

from experts. Call
Christy Garza at (936)
435-7929 or christy.
garza@hmh.cc for
more information.

For more information
call Kevin Counsil at
(281) 808-5511.

CROSSWORD

Ongoing Events
WEEKLY
Madisonville GED
and ESL Classes
Adult GED (general
education diploma)
classes will be held
from 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Mondays through
Thursdays at 714
Bacon St. in Madisonville. There is no
charge for attending.
English as a Second Language classes
will be held Mondays
from 5-9 p.m. Classes
are free to attend.
For information, call
(936) 349-8003 or on
Facebook at @madisonvilleadultlearning.
Childcare is available. Please mention
it when you register.
Geneology classes
Family geneology
classes are held from
10-11 a.m. Tuesdays
at the Madison County
Library. Information:
(346) 300-2525.
Storytime
Storytime for preschool-aged children
is 10 a.m. Thursdays
at Madison County
Library, beginning
Sept. 13 and ending
Dec. 13. The programs include songs,
rhymes, fingerplays,
movement and other
activities to promote
early literacy and
skills. Registration is
required. For information, call the library at
(936) 348-6118.
Prayer Warriors
A
Madisonville
prayer group meets
every Saturday 12:30

p.m. at the House of
Hope old chapel, 901
W. Trinity. For information, call Ferney
Lord at (936) 6627856. All are invited.
Lions Club
The Madisonville
Noon Lions Club
meets at noon Thursdays at various locations. Guests are
welcome.
American Legion
American Legion
Post 84 hosts an open
42 domino tournament
each Wednesday and
Thursday at 7 p.m.
each day. There is
a $10 entry fee, and
partners are picked
at random. For information, contact Mark
Tinsley at (936) 3481269 or the Legion at
(936) 348-6036.
SECOND WEEK
Chamber of
Commerce
The
Madison
County Chamber of
Commerce meets the
second Wednesday of
each month. For information, call (936) 3483591.
Heart Disease
Support Group
Mended Hearts
Support Group meets
the second Wednesday of every month
from 11:30-1 p.m.,
at Huntsville Memorial Hospital Conference Rooms A/B.
Light lunch will be
served. Group will
feature varied educational presentations

Rock Hounds
The Rock Hounds,
a club that is dedicated to observing
and collecting rocks,
fossils, etc., meets
the second Thursday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. in the
old fellowship hall of
First United Methodist
Church, 102 S. McIver
St. The agenda includes a potluck meal,
rock talk, door prizes
and plans for future
ﬁeld trips. Guest welcome and there are no
dues.
Tails of Loss
A free community
grief program for pet
loss will be held from
10-11:30 a.m. the second Saturday each
month at the Mending Hearts Grief Center, 2112 Southwood
Drive, in College Station. Grief for the loss
of a pet can be complicated, impacting
people emotionally,
physically, spiritually
and socially. Find
Tails of Loss on Facebook or TailsofLoss.
org.
THIRD WEEK
Republican Party
The
Madison
County Republican
Party meets on the
third Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. in the
Courthouse Annex.
Everyone is welcome.

Equivalency
testing
High School Equivalency Testing will
be offered through
Region 6 ESC and
the Madison County
Public Library on the
third Friday of the
month through July
19. Testing is held
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
at the Library Annex
Building. Registration
is required through
www.hiset.org. Information: call Region 6
at (936) 435-8367 or
visit www.esc6.net.
NAACP Meeting
The
Madison
County NAACP Chapter 6193 meets every
third Saturday of each
month at 9 a.m. at the
Madisonville Senior
Community Center, located on Amos Street.
For information, contact President Steven
Green (936) 3484602.
Nutrition
and Diabetes
Diabetes Nutrition Education Class
meets the third Tuesday of every month
from 11:30 a.m.-1
p.m. at Huntsville
Memorial Hospital
Conference Room
A/B. A light lunch is
provided, and topics
vary each week. Call
Christy Garza at (936)
435-7929 or christy.
garza@hmh.cc for
more information.
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Biscuit
11mo female Catahoula,
60 pounds, spayed and
has all shots. Good with
other dogs.

Emma
7yo female shepherd
mix, 60 pounds, spayed
with all shots. Good with
other dogs, older kids.

Copper
10mo male Hound Mix,
40 pounds, neutered
with all shots. Timid,
needs quiet adult home.

Patches
2yo female Plothound
mix, 50 pounds, spayed
with all shots. Good with
other dogs, kids.

Dory
2yo female Staffy mix,
45 pounds, spayed with
all shots. Good with
dogs, excited with kids.

SUDOKU

ANSWERS ON P. 7

EVERY
TOOL
FOR
EVERY
JOB
From heavy-duty power tools to
hammers and hardware, we have all
the nuts and bolts of your next project.
Open Mon - Fri, 7am to 5pm & Sat., 7am to 12pm •
Locally Owned • Helpful Service • Keys Made

Vick Lumber, LLC
206 W Magnolia | Madisonville, TX 77864

(936)348-3522 | www.vicklumber.com
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Bedias Library a wonderful community resource
Mackie Bobo-White
asks us to share a few
highlights from our Bedias Museum and Library
programs.
“We have over 100 new
movies (DVD) and many
new children’s books. We
also have computers that
everyone can use free of
charge or you can come
bring your own computer and use our Wi-Fi
free. We have copy services, and a wide range
of hard back and paperback books, both fiction
and non-fiction. We have
your favorite authors
such as WEB Griffin,
James Patterson, Janet
Evanavich, Jonothan
Keller, Louis L’Amour
and many more. Or if you
just need a quiet place
to work or read, come
check us out! There are
also many opportunities
to help out by volunteering. The Library/Museum
is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays 12 noon to 5
p.m., and Saturdays 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Come and
use this treasure right
here in Bedias.”
•The Bedias Food
Pantry will be open next
Saturday, Feb. 16. Please
look for ways you can

Welcome to
Bedias
Dave & Sandra
Woodruff
help support this important community outreach.
•Two Bedias City
Council positions are up
for reelection and the filling dates are between Jan.
16 and Feb. 15. Please
contact Bedias City Secretary Sharon Allen at (936)
395-1119, for more information.
•Want to know more
about Bedias Civic Club
happenings? Please go to
our Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/BediasCivicClub.
•Thank you to everyone who has joined us
for our Second Sunday
Christian Movie Nights at

NETTLES
Continued from page 1
Last week’s column received two interesting and
really good comments. The
first was, “Please define
narcissistic. You used it in
this week’s column.”
Simply put, a narcissistic person is a self-centered person. Synonyms
of the word narcissistic
are “selfish, self-absorbed,
egotistical, self-admiring,
self-absorbed.” In other
words, they like themselves
really well. You hear a lot of
I, mine, me from them.
Now naturally, everyone
talks a little about themselves, but it’s like the selfie
pics, again, again, again,
again. Bet you just thought
of someone who fits that description.
For you non-computer
geeks, selfie is a term describing pics a person takes
of him or herself and then
posts on phones, Facebook,
etc. By the way, have you
ever noticed how many of
those are taken in a car?
Narcissism was also a
part of the second reader’s
comment. He shared an article titled, “The Signs Before
an Affair” that was published in last week’s “Wall
Street Journal;” The article
analyzed data on more than
8 million individuals and

the Rev. Henry Sanders’
church, Faith Outreach
Christian Center, in Navasota. Please plan to join
us again Sunday evening,
Feb. 10, for our showing
of “Unbroken: Path to
Redemption.” Everyone
is invited and encouraged to join us for each
of our wonderful Christian movie nights in our
new home. You can find
more information about
Faith Outreach on their
webpage, www.foccministries.com.

was one of 6 published studies that linked narcissism to
a lack of commitment. It
stated, “Thrill seekers, narcissists and those who avoid
commitment are at higher
risk for being unfaithful to a
partner.”
So if your Valentine talks
a lot about him or herself
or isn’t committed enough
to even get you a card,
you might want to hunt up
those studies.
On to other things.
•Have you bought your
tickets for the Madison
County Chamber of Commerce banquet this Friday
evening, Feb. 8? If not, give
Liz Ward at the Chamber
of Commerce a call. That
number is (936) 348-0081.
You are in luck because
there are a few tickets still
available.
Not only will you enjoy
a fantastic evening meal
catered by Texas Legends
Steakhouse, you will also
find out this year’s Man
and Woman of the Year
and hear former MHS grad
Karen Stevens Altom speak.
•Also, dads, granddads,
uncles, don’t forget Feb. 8
is the evening for the First
United Methodist Church
annual preschool to eighth
grade Father/Daughter
Dance. It’s from 6 to 7:30
p.m. in Wesley Hall.
You don’t have to be a
member of First United
Methodist Church and the

WE BUY

OIL, GAS, &

MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422

LOBO
MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Please go to our
Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/BediasTexasChristianFilmFestival, or www.facebook.
com/FOCC1976, for more
information on our programs.
•Please take an opportunity to share your heart
with your neighbors and
even a stranger, or two, as
the opportunity presents
itself.
•Bedias is a wonderful
community to live in, and
in which to share the joys

dance and refreshments
are free. She will even take
home a photograph of the
two of you at no cost.
In addition to a special
evening just for her, it’s a
great opportunity to teach
this special little gal how future boyfriends should treat
her. Walk her to her side of
the car and open and close
the door for her. Open the
doors to buildings, walk
beside her and not behind
or in front. Let her know
she should always expect
such kindness. It will give
her the confidence to insist
those guys who will be infiltrating her life one day treat
her like a lady just like her
Dad does.
•Have you watched the
television program “The
Cowboy Way?” Last week
Madisonville was on it,
thanks to Dr. Totten. Dr.
Totten owns Madisonville
Veterinary Hospital, and
the hospital and the good
vet were on the show.
•How about a month of
birthdays? First, Belated
happy birthday to Beverly
Plumlee and Pat Harper,
whose birthday was Feb.
2, and to Lola Hardy and
Trish Hammitt, who celebrated their birthdays Monday, Feb. 4.
This week, happy birthday to Carolyn Blow and
Bonnie Hendrix, who
share Thursday, Feb. 7, for
their birthday and to Lisa
Osborne who celebrates
her birthday Friday, Feb. 8.
Robby Richardson celebrates his birthday Saturday, Feb. 9, while Travis
Allen and Teresa Stapleton have birthdays Sunday,
Feb. 10. Del Raye Lentz
and Amanda Wakefield
blow out candles Monday,
Feb. 11, while David Stiver does the same Tuesday,
Feb. 12.
Melanie Tieperman

NOW OFFERING SAME DAY
COGGINS TESTING.

CENTER VETERINARY AND
REPRODUCTION SERVICES
3771 FM 811 • CENTERVILLE, TX 75833

903.536.2424

of the coming year, please
share your thoughts on
how to improve this column and expand our
community news coverage. Please visit our
Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/BediasNews, for updates and
to offer your feedback,
or please drop us a note
at Editor-bumcnl@msn.
com.
•Do you have a community or church event
you would like included
in our weekly column? We

and Shanna Ellington will
do their celebrating Feb.
13, followed by Daryl Lindsey, who will do his Feb. 12.
Fran Frenzel has her birthday Friday, Feb. 15, while my
birthday twin, Jack Hunter
and I, will kick off the next
week with our birthdays on
Monday, Feb. 18.
That same week Stacy
Bennett will blow out her
candles Thursday, Feb. 21,
while Dawn Knight and
Debra Eschenberger will do
the same Saturday, Feb. 23.
Carol Fox and local radio
talk show host Bill Cowan
celebrate theirs Feb. 24.
Winding out February’s
birthday list is Sharon Jeffries whose birthday Feb. 28.
•And finally, a big thank
you to those of you who
called, emailed and texted
about the absence of last
week’s column. We lead
such busy lives, and that you
took time out of your busy
day to contact me means a
lot. I enjoy writing the column as much as you shared
you enjoyed reading it.
Still, until we get those
bothersome details worked
out Round Town will once
again be off the grid until the
first week in March.
In the meantime, though,
keep those tidbits coming.
Email them to gala@nettlescountry.com; mail them to
1087 Nettles Lane, Madisonville, TX 77864 or call (936)
348-6541.
Brag on those accomplishments and highlights of
your family, share your ideas
for our town, acknowledge
what others have done that
the rest of us need know.
After all, sharing is exactly
what Round Town is all
about.
See you in March.

would love to share your
news with our readers.
•Happy birthday to Roy
Willis, Joan Escamilla,
Jennifer Figley, Gregory
Washington, Jr., Sorin Ardeleanu, Bob Goldstein
and DelRay Lentz.
Happy anniversary to
Sharon and Dwayne Allen
and Raby and Christine
Wallen.
Congratulations to everyone else celebrating
personal and family occasions. Drop us a note if you
want to add someone to
our birthday, anniversary
or concerns list.
•Please take care when
driving near schools and
road construction and repair areas. Please uphold
our brave law enforcement officers, volunteer
firefighters and other first
responders, also, please remember MayDell Younts,
Gene Stapleton, Philip
Upchurch, Gerrie Eiring,
Richard Taylor, Nicki
Thomson, Lew Gears,
George Newton, Aidan
Fedor and Betty Darby in
your hearts and prayers.
Send news to Editor-BUMCNL@msn.com,
and please follow us on
Facebook www.facebook.
com/BediasNews.

SHINE
Continued from page 1
one of the most thrilling and unpredictable
events. Justin Boots and Texas Mutual Insurance Company are long-time supporters
of the Calf Scramble. Participants who do
not catch a calf receive a pair of Justin Boots,
a practice that has seen more than 227 pairs
of boots awarded annually.
The Stock Show’s Calf Scramble scholarship awards range from $500 to $12,500, to
participants who demonstrate dedication
and hard work through monthly reports,
and a final essay submitted to their sponsors
and the Calf Scramble Committee. Sheppard will use the purchase certificate to buy
a registered beef or dairy heifer to raise and
exhibit at next year’s Stock Show. This year,
$292,000 in calf scramble scholarships will
be awarded to 67 students.
Madisonville 4-H member James Cleere
captured Reserve Champion Junior Heifer
with CMF MC Advancer in the Junior Other
Recorded Heifer Show at the 2019 Fort
Worth Stock Show & Rodeo on January 28.
The 2019 Show is hosting junior breeding
beef exhibitors from across Texas competing
for awards and $36,210 in premiums.
“The Stock Show serves as a nurturing
point for these future business and civic
leaders,” said Stock Show President and
General Manager Brad Barnes. “This commitment is a founding principle of the Stock
Show and we remain humbled with the
number of Texas youth who choose to exhibit in the many events at the legendary
Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo.”
Of the 33,000 entries at the nation’s longest-running livestock show, the livestock
exhibited by the more than 11,500 junior exhibitors are among the best market animals
in the country. While the livestock are impressive, one of the Show’s main objectives
is to support the professional and leadership
development efforts offered by the 4-H and
FFA programs in Texas. Bonuses for the
livestock show total $18,750 while the Agricultural Development Fund has committed
more than $79,000 in additional premiums
to the barrow, breeding sheep, dairy cattle,
wether lambs, wether goats, youth rabbits,
youth poultry and youth dairy goats since
2015. An additional $8,000 in premiums has
been added in 2019 for barrows, breeding
sheep, dairy cattle, wether lambs and wether
goats, for a total of $106,150 in support.
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School preps for donkey basketball
Donkey Basketball is
scheduled for Monday,
Feb. 11, at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $7 in advance and
$10 at the door (Preschool
is free). Tickets can be
purchased from any Junior class member or at
the elementary and secondary campus offices.
Community riders are
needed. Please contact
the HS office if interested
in riding a donkey.
There currently is a
need for community riders for one of the teams.
If this is something that
you would be interested
in, please contact the Iola
High School front office
at (936) 392-2361. You
can also stop by the high
school office and pick up
the information. There

CHANGE
Continued from page 1
by appointment instead of
special elections.
“This made no sense
to me whatsoever,” said
Newkirk. “Elections are expensive for small towns and
having to fill a vacancy just
makes it hard on everybody.
They recently changed the
law to allow someone to
withdraw much later so I
wondered why you could
not take a deceased person
off the ballot.”
Newkirk got in touch
with Ashby and his staff to
address the issue before
she wrote out her proposed
change to allow names of
deceased candidates to be
removed from consideration before the ballots are
printed. Her words were
ultimately written up and
filed by Ashby and can be
found in HB 1067.
“It is really exciting,”
said Newkirk. “I wrote this
up for them to look at just
trying to find out if something like this could even
be done. It still has a lot
of steps to go, but getting
it written and filed are the
first two. That is where it is
at.”
Newkirk’s proposal was
sent to Ashby’s office in
August of last year after
she spoke with him and the
Governor when they visited
Leona General Store. The
CROSSWORD SOLUTION

“

On Friday, Feb. 16, there will be a
Daddy-Daughter Dance. This fun-filled evening
will be hosted by the Iola High School Student
Council. There will be dancing, sweet treats and fun
activities. It will be held in the elementary cafeteria.”

Iola News
Julia Crosby
will be no fish fry this year.
All proceeds benefit the
junior/senior prom
• On Friday, Feb.
16, there will be a Daddy-Daughter Dance. This
fun-filled evening will be
hosted by the Iola High
School Student Council.

There will be dancing,
sweet treats and fun activities. It will be held in the
elementary cafeteria.
The Daddy daughter
dance is open to all pre-k
through sixth grade girls
who attend or live within
the Iola ISD district
boundaries. The dance
will be from 6-8 p.m. The
cost is $15 per couple with
$5 for each additional
daughter. Payment and

official proposed change in
HB 1067 reads as follows:
‘If a candidate dies on or
after the second day before
the deadline for filing an application for a place on the
ballot and before the ballots
are prepared, the authority
responsible for preparing
the ballots may choose to
omit the candidate from the
ballot.’
This means the ultimate
decision still lies with the
authority of the particular
election.
“You never expect to encounter things that there are
no rules for,” said Newkirk.
“And when you do you
think that it is going to take
something serious to get it
changed. But Trent Ashby is
so awesome because he understood where I was coming from and he knew what
I was trying to do, which was
prevent a vacancy on the
council and allow voters to
get them seated.”
The Bill can be found in
full at legiscan.com.
“When I approached
(Ashby’s) office with his,
they could have laughed it
off, but they listen and his
staff listens” said Newkrik.
“They heard my concern
because in my request I
addressed the concerns of
smaller communities. As
a city secretary, that is all I
know. But I know what we
went through to fill the vacancy.”
HB 1067 was officially
filed in the House on Jan. 24.
SUDOKU SOLUTION

Be Your Own Boss
Choose Your Own Routes!
Looking for CDL drivers to deliver new trucks all
over the country, starting in Laredo, TX.
Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be
willing to keep logs. No DUIs in last 10 years, clean MVR.

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023

Happy New Year 2019!
New beginnings happen EVERY DAY at

RITA'S PLAYSCHOOL
& DAY CARE
Darlin
(age 2)
with baby
cousin
Emma
(age 2
months)
We provide a safe, nurturing environment and stimulating,
age-appropriate activities to keep your child happy and engaged.
Infant Program • Preschool • Before & After-School Programs

114 York Drive • Madisonville
936-348-5558
Curtis & Donna O’Brien, Owners

936-348-0276

Where we LUV your children!

forms are due by Feb. 11
and can be turned into
the elementary or high
school front office. Late
registration will not be
accepted and tickets are
not sold at the door. If you
are not able to attend after
registering, please contact
csmith@iolaisd.net for a
refund.
•The Sixth Annual
Iola VFD Benefit and
BBQ Cookoff will be held

March 8-9 at the Iola Volunteer Fire Department,
23574 Brazos St. There are
three categories for the
meat entries — brisket,
chicken and pork spare
ribs. There is an entry fee
of $185 for the meat categories, and there will be a
$3,500 cash payout, based
on entry of 25 teams, and
a fee of $20 for each side
category with a 50 percent
payout for first place.
Also, there will be live
music and a dance. Come
out and listen to the Texas
105 Band and Clay Hollis
Band.
For additional information or for an enrollment form, email
iolavfdcookoff@hotmail.
com. Follow us on FB
— Iola VFD Cook-Off

Fundraiser. This event is
sanctioned by the IBCA
(International BBQ Cookers Association).
•Varsity and junior
varsity boys basketball
will go to Normangee Friday, Feb. 8, with games
starting at 5 p.m. This is a
big game for our boys, so
come out and support the
fighting Iola Bulldogs.
Girls basketball playoff
will start on Monday, Feb.
11.
If there is something
that you would like to be
placed in the Iola article, please contact me at
Junebug.crosby@gmail.
com. Please let me know
by Thursday afternoon so
I can place it in the article
for the next week.

AWARD
Continued from page 1
Bedias while he was finishing
college and then remained there
as a loan officer. But he was not
satisfied behind a desk, either.
It was when he sold equipment
for Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers, a
job that required significant time
on the road, that he was ready to
start a family with his wife Amy.
He began helping out with Ag
Mechanics while settling into
fatherhood and it sparked his
teaching career and ultimately
led to his current position.
“Every person in this world
needs a skill,” said Clary. “College is not for everybody and
that is fine. Our greatest assets
are our minds and our hands.
There will always be jobs out
there that require you to use
both. I do not expect all of my
students to become mechanics
but that information is there and
it could spark an interest in them
as well.”
Clary first learned of the
award while attending the TIVA
Midwinter Conference.
“It was very humbling,” said
Clary. “I am not one to put myself
up. I just try to do what I can the
best I can and I feel very grateful
that they would think that highly
of me.”
Clary’s wife Amy is also a high
school teacher of mathematics
and, according to Jason, is the
best teacher in the family. The
two have a four-year-old daughter, Avery, and are expecting another, Gracie, in March.

COURTESY PHOTO

Madisonville High School Teacher Jason Clary receives the TIVA
New Teacher of the Year Award at their Midwinter Conference in
Corpus Christi.
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Church Directory

B & J Machine Works, Inc.
CNC and Manual Machining • Sheer Screws
Custom and General Manufacturing
“Quality Manufacturing”
Plant: (936) 348-6371 • Fax: (936) 348-6942
P.O. Box 568, Madisonville, Texas 77864

Confessing Our Sins
“If you forgive anyone’s sins, their
sins are forgiven;
if you do not forgive them,
they are not forgiven.”

Tires – Sales & Repairs • Gooseneck Hitches
Truck Accessories • Trailer Repair

301 Crossroads, Madisonville

—John 20:23 NIV

Reliable Homes
of Huntsville
1015 Southwood Dr, Huntsville, TX 77340
Exit #112 Both Directions
936-295-8188 or 888-457-7297
www.huntsvillereliablehomes.com

Fresh Food Everyday!
12235 Hwy 21 East Midway, TX 75852
Tel. 936-348-3882
fraleysfoodmart@gmail.com

(936) 348-3934

W

e live in paradoxical times.
While
many
share
the
most
intimate
details
of
their life on social media for all the
world to see, the practice of confession as a spiritual
discipline has fallen by the wayside. In surveys of
practicing Catholics, three-quarters of them
“report that they never participate in the sacrament of Reconciliation or that they do so less
than once a year.” (Center for Applied Research
in the Apostolate) Among mainstream Protestant denominations, confession as a ritual
is practiced only in the Lutheran church, and one
wonders how often Christians of any sect adhere to the
Biblical injunction to “confess your sins to each other
and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”
(James 5:16 NIV) Whether as a
society we are more or less confessional than in
times past is certainly debatable. Reconciliation
tribunals, psychotherapy, and encounter groups are

arguably all modern versions of confession. The flip
side of confession is the Biblical injunction to tell
others when they have sinned: “If your brother or
sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between
the two of you.” (Matthew 18:15 NIV) While it
is easy to notice and point to the faults of others,
we often chafe at the slightest perceived criticism,
and instead of thanking the person for helping us
to be a better person, we reject their critique. A
periodic examination of one’s conscience and
a willingness to confess one’s sins is healthy
for the soul. Therefore, confess your sins and
pray that you will be forgiven.
– Christopher Simon

We Provide Emergency & After Hour Care
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM
www.mvhtexas.com Office/Emergency (936) 348-2791

This Devotional and Directory page is made possible by these
businesses, which encourage all of us to attend the church of our choice.
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
812 E. Main St., Madisonville; Stephen Winner,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
APOSTOLIC
Joshua Refuge Apostolic Church
1922 Hwy. 75 North, Madisonville, TX 77864,
936-348-3783. Pastors Larry and Dorothy Willis.
Bible Study, Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m.; Sunday
School, 10-11 a.m.; Morning worship, 11:30 a.m.
Madisonville Apostolic Church
601 N. May St. in Madisonville; Greg Roberts,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 7 p.m.
BAPTIST
Bedias Baptist
3729 Main St., Bedias, 936-395-2311; Nathan
Hoke, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.,5 p.m.; W.S. 10:45
a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Christ Chapel Baptist
11574 Hwy 21 E., by Midway post office,
Simon Goncharenko, Minister; W.S. 11 a.m.,
936-348-6400
Cross Baptist
Hwy. 39, Cross; Monroe Rice, Pastor;
S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Elwood Baptist
OSR, Elwood, 936-348-3337; Glenn Connor,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.,
Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Faith Baptist
Hwy. 90, Madisonville 936-348-3259;
www.faithmadisonville.com; Mike Cousins,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m.
Durham School Services
DURHAM

School Services

CHARTER SERVICE
10 TO 1000 WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOU
Affordable and Safe
Delivering Children Safely Every Day!
936-348-2133

First Baptist of Madisonville
300 S. Elm, Madisonville 936-348-2686;
Joshua Crutchfield, Pastor; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 10:50 a.m. and 6 p.m., Prayer Meeting,
Wed. 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist
POB 10, North Zulch; 254 Madison Ave.,
936-399-2331; Pastor, Chip Parmer, S.S. 9:45
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. Prayer
Service, Youth and Teamkids
Freedom Missionary Baptist
Madisonville; O.L. Leveston, Minister; First
Sunday of each month; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 10:30 a.m., Wed. 5 p.m.
Free Will Baptist
365 Zulch Ave., North Zulch; Warner Collier,
Minister 936-399-2800; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
& 6 p.m., Wed. 6 p.m.

THE MADISONVILLE
METEOR

Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1894
205 N. Madison • Madisonville, TX 77864
936-348-3505 • 936-348-3338

LEE’S AUTOMOTIVE
James Lee
Owner

Certiﬁed

(936) 348-3536
(936) 348-3376 Fax
1307-B North May Street
Madisonville, Texas 77864

401 North May Street
Madisonville,Texas 77864

(936) 241-5121

Gus Wehmeyer
Sales Manager

(936) 348-3376 Fax
(936) 662-8768 Cell

THE MADISONVILLE
METEOR
Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1894
205 N. Madison • Madisonville, TX 77864
936-348-3505 • 936-348-3338

Grace Baptist
7171 Fm 1372, North Zulch; Don Semonski,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.
Hispanic Baptist
310 N. May, Madisonville; Pablo Palomino,
Minister 936-348-2319; Dom. 10 a.m. y 6 p.m.,
Mierc. y Vier. 6 p.m.
Hopewell Missionary Baptist
12695 FM 247, Midway; Willie Claiborne,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m., 2nd &
4th Sunday
Lake View Baptist
416 N. Short St., Madisonville; 936-348-9288;
Charleton Greene, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 10:45 a.m.; Bible study Wed. 6:30 p.m.;
Missionary Soc. Wed. 5:30 p.m.

New Life Baptist Church
1508 E. Collard, Madisonville; Lloyd Jones,
Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Pleasant Grove Baptist
28277 Pleasant Grove Rd, North Zulch; Ryan
Dansby, Minister; S.S. 10 am, W.S. 11 a.m.,
Wed 6 p.m. 936-399-2227
Pool Chapel Missionary Baptist
1008 McIver, Madisonville; D.F. Johnson,
Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m., W.S. 11:00 a.m.,
Wed. 6:00 p.m.

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL
St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal
201 N. Texas St., Madisonville; 979-549-2876
Ben Lyons, Minister; services on Sundays and
Wednesdays; call for times.
LUTHERAN
Bethlehem Lutheran
5058 Church Lane, North Zulch; 936-399-5563;
S.S. 8:30 a.m.; W.S. 9:45 a.m.

Primera Iglesia Bautista de los Hispaños
506 S. Elm St., Madisonville, 936-581-9892;
Sylvester Mendez, Minister; W.S. Sun. 5 p.m.;
Wed. 7 p.m.; all Spanish

METHODIST
Bedias United Methodist
3202 Main St., Bedias, Ann Worrell, Pastor;
936-395-0300, www.bediasumc.org.,
S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Wed. prayer svc. 6 p.m.

Rock Prairie Baptist
9085 Oxford Cemetery Road, Madisonville;
Olan Weaver, Pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. &
6 p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.

First United Methodist
102 S. McIver, Madisonville; Patricia
Wehn-Glowski, Minister 936-348-2691;
S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 8:30 & 11 a.m.

Sand Prairie Baptist
Off Hwy. 39 on 1452W in George Community;
Bro. Larry Andrews, Pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., Bible study 5 p.m., Worship 5:30
p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Tanyard United Methodist
9866 Tanyard Church Lane, Midway;
Regina Greenwood, Minister;
1st Sunday; W.S. 11:30 a.m.

100 W. Cross Street, Madisonville
936-348-2631
www.chistjoseph.org

TAQUERIA Y RESTAURANT

936-348-9500

1610 E. Main • Ste. 133
Hours: Sun-Thurs 11AM - 9:30PM
Fri & Sat 11AM - 10PM

helmy.rex@us.stores.mcd.com
G.M: Maggie Garcia

936-348-5677

2602 East Main - Madisonville, TX 77864
Apply to:

Shiloh Baptist
FM 1696, Panky Community; Joe Gray,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Shiloh Missionary Baptist
205 S. Martin Luther King Dr.; Madisonville;
Edward Collins, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., Wed. 6 p.m.
Sweet Zion Missionary Baptist
305 Bogan Street, Madisonville; 936-245-7470;
Rev. Tony Green; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m.
Union Baptist
FM 2289, Normangee; Kerry Stroud, Minister;
S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 5:30 p.m.; Awana Club
meets Wed. 6 p.m
CATHOLIC
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic
100 S. Tammye Lane, Madisonville; Mark
Kusmirek, Minister; 936-348-6368; Confessions
11 a.m. Saturday; Mass in English 9:30 a.m.
Sunday; Mass in Spanish 1 p.m. Call for daily
services.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Antioch Church of Christ
15821 Hwy 21 E., Midway; Howard Watson,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Bedias Church of Christ
22058 Hwy. 90 North, Bedias; 936-295-2004,
S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.

www.McKinneymcd.com

Two Mile United Methodist
Hwy. 977, Leona; Regina Greenwood, Minister;
2nd & 4th Sunday; S.S. 10 a.m., W.S. 11 a.m.
Zion United Methodist
Iola, 936-394-2614; Beverly Tune, Minister
S.S. 9 a.m.; W.S. 10 a.m.
MORMON
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
1205 E. Main, Madisonville, 936-348-3116,
Branch president Virgil Landry; W.S. 10 a.m.;
S.S. 11:15 a.m.
PENTECOSTAL
Free Pentecostal House of Prayer
716 W. Main, Madisonville; Elder James Davis,
Pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11:30 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Mission Pentecostes
902 S. May, Madisonville; Antonio Torres,
Minister; Dom. 6 p.m.; Mier. 7 p.m.; Vier. 7 p.m.

ROGER KNIGHT, JR., INC.
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Roger Knight, Jr.
Kevin R. Knight

Board Certified Personal Injury Trial Law
714 S. Madison • P.O. Box 925 • Madisonville, Texas 77864
(936) 348-3543 Office • (936) 348-5433 Fax • kknight@knightfirm.com

Top Line Rental
Top Line Rental
3475 Hwy 21 E
Madisonville, TX 77864
Ofﬁce 936.348.5800
Fax 936.348.5802

United Pentecostal
507 E. Magnolia, Madisonville; Don Grigsby,
Minister; W.S. 10 a.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.

sales@TopLineRental.com

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brazos Valley Power Center
105 N. Madison St., Madisonville; 903-344-2769
or www.thepowercenter.net Tim and Sheena
Doern, Pastors; W.S. Sun. 10 a.m. & Wed. 7 p.m.

Church of Hope
Highway 90 Church of Christ
20260 Hwy 90 North, Bedias 936-395-7033
1115 S. Madison, Madisonville; Bill Jeter, Minister, Dewitt Rowe, Minister; W.S. 6 p.m. Sat.;
936-348-8448; S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:30 a.m. & 5 Prayer 10 a.m. Tues.; Teens 7 p.m. Fri.
p.m. - Wed. 6 p.m.
Midway Church of Christ
10 mi. east of Madisonville on Hwy 21; Lanier
Stevens, Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.,
Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Tabor Church of Christ
8 mi. N. of Madisonville on Hwy. 75; Stuart
Carter, Minister; W.S. 9:30 a.m., 936-348-6331
North Madison Church of Christ
402 N. Madison, Madisonville; 936-348-3517;
S.S. 10:50 a.m.; W.S. 9:30 a.m.

Cornerstone Bible Church
“Changing the world by being his church”
3058 Johnson Ln., Madisonville, TX;
979-324-3619; Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday evening 6 p.m., Wednesday night
7 p.m. Sr. Pastor: David Medina, Associate
Pastor: Jerry Huff
Cross Roads Cowboy Church
1207 S. Madison St, Madisonville; 936-349-4401;
10 a.m. Sun., Wed. 7 p.m.
Living Truth Church
1100 N. May, Madisonville; Lon McVeigh,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m. &
6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.

Little Rock Missionary Baptist
F.M. 1428 south of S.H. 21, Connor community;
Danny Baker, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., 2nd & 4th Sunday

North Zulch Church of Christ
323 Zulch St., North Zulch; 936-399-2351;
Fred Keefer, Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Lone Star Missionary Baptist
22426 Gin Tank Rd., Bedias; 1st & 3rd
Sunday, 11 a.m.

West Main Church of Christ
804 W. Main St., Madisonville;
Freddie Anderson, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.,
W.S. 10:30 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

New Life Church
11969 Hwy 21 East, Midway; Terry Bryan,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wed. 7 p.m.

Madisonville Christian Fellowship
3973 Hwy 21 East, Madisonville; 936-348-3923;
S.S. 9:30 a.m., W.S. 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.,
Servicios en Espanol; Wed 6 p.m.; Family Day
on second Sunday.

Southside Church of Christ
6050 FM 247, Midway; Bro. Mack Bailey Sr.,
minister. Bible Study 9:30-10:15 a.m.,
W.S. 10:30 a.m.

The Dwelling Place
2185 Waldrip Rd. (I-45 N. & Waldrip);
Glenn Campbell, Minister 936-348-2772;
W.S. 10:30 a.m.; 7 p.m. service at House of Hope,
901 W. Trinity St.

Mesquite Hill Baptist
7401 Rocky Ridge Lane, Madisonville;
Daniel Vines, pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

EPISCOPAL
Holy Innocents Episcopal
600 N. McIver, Madisonville; 936-348-2034;
W.S. 10:30 a.m

Victory Bible Church
3707 S.H. 21 W., Madisonville; John Weeks,
Minister. W.S. 10:45 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

Madisonville
Feed Center
P.O. Box 427
Madisonville, TX 77864

Cell: 936-348-8232
Phone: 936-348-5181
Fax: 936-348-2292
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Arts Council looks to revive
Although the Madison County Arts Council has been
quiet for a couple of year, it still is an official organization,
and it is in need of reviving.
ln the past MCAC had plays, art shows, gala dinners,
intimate concerts, etc., these events were popular with
much of county in attendance. We would like to have
input with ideas to get the organization going again.
Anyone interested in getting the Art Council going
again can attend a meeting at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb.
13, at the Kimbro Center.

Church to offer financial
class
More than 5 million people have positively changed
their financial future through Ramsey Solutions’ Financial Peace University, which will be offered at First Baptist
Church, 300 S. Elm Street.
The classes will begin Sunday, Feb. 10, at 5:30 p.m.
Created by financial expert Dave Ramsey, the nine-lesson digital course provides families and individuals with
practical tools to gain control of their finances and set
themselves up for long-term financial success.
It teaches lessons on budgeting, relationships and
money, getting out of debt, saving for emergencies and
investing. On average, families who complete FPU pay off
$5,300 and save $2,700 in the first 90 days. Following the
class nearly 94 percent of those families budget regularly.
Go to www.fpu.com/1080267 for more information or
to register.

Pony leagues host
registration
Madisonville Pony youth leagues will host the spring
baseball and softball registration on Saturdays from Jan.
19 through Feb. 23, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Walmart.
The last day to register will be March 2 at the league
ballpark, and tryouts will follow from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Costs are $65 per enrollee, and those aged 3 to 23 can

participate.
Online registration is available at www.madisonvilleponybaseball.com or www.madisonvilleponysoftball.
com.
For information, call Anita at (936) 245-2834, Lance at
(936) 662-7466 or Poppy Nye at (936) 544-0680.

Awareness program set
The RF Riders of Midway and NAACP Madisonville
Chapter will co-host the 2019 Midway/Madisonville History Awareness Program on Saturday, Feb. 23, at the Kimbro Center, 111 W. Trinity St.
Everyone is invited to the event, which is free. It will
spotlight members of the Institution of Justice. Also, scholarships will be given to three deserving seniors that attend
Madisonville High School.
The keynote speaker will be Texas State Conference
NAACP President Gary Bledsoe.
The event opens with a social hour at 3 p.m. and the
program begins at 4 p.m. Refreshments will be served.
For information, contact Joanne at (281) 450-1946 or
Ray at (713) 819-5551.

If an election is needed in the Brazos Valley region, the
date for that election would be on April 26. Forms and
instructions on the TSHL Election can be found in the
TSHL’s Election Kit available at the BVAAA office, 3991 E.
29th St., in Bryan, or by calling (979) 595-2806 Ext 2032 or
Ext 2020.
If the Brazos Valley region only has five candidates, the
BVAAA does not need an election.
All of these instructions and form numbers are on the
TSHL Election Calendar 2019 in the TSHL’s Election Kit.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call (979) 5952806 for Ronnie Gipson Ext 2020 or Renika Derry Ext 2032.

Annual Kid Fish coming

The deadline for filing for candidacy for the FY 2019
Texas Silver Hair Legislature Election is Feb. 28.
Candidates must turn in forms 103, 104, 104.1 and 105
to the Brazos Valley Area Agency on Aging Office by that
date.

Fort Boggy State Park and the Friends of Fort Boggy are
gearing up for the second annual Kid Fish to be held Feb.
16.
Notices will be going out later this month through the
schools in Leon and Madison counties to children 5-12
years of age. Each child must be accompanied by an adult,
18 years or older, to participate in this event, and no more
than two children per adult.
This event is free and there will be three sessions to
choose from. Park entrance fee is $3 for persons 13 and
older. This event will take place regardless of weather, so
dress appropriately.
Registration is limited but not required. The first 50
children to register per session will receive a free event
T-shirt, and the first 50 registered children and first 50
walk-ins per session that complete the Basic Angler Clinic
will receive a free rod ‘n’ reel.
During each 2 1/2 hour session, children will have
the opportunity to use loaner rod ‘n’ reels and free bait
to catch rainbow trout, other family members should
bring their own tackle (2,700 trout will be stocked in the
lake).
For more information go to: https://www.facebook.
com/Friends.of.Fort.Boggy/ or visit Texas Parks and Wildlife at: https://tpwd.texas.gov/calendar/education/annual-kid-fish-clinic.
Rainbow trout fishing at Fort Boggy State Park will be
open to the public starting Sunday, Feb. 17, and fishing
license required. All merchandise purchased at “Kid Fish
Clinic” will be tax-free.

exandra, 22, aggravated
assault with a deadly
weapon
•Johnson, Vincent Ferandez, 45, court committal
•Jones, Devin Deshawn, 20, aggravated
robbery
•Logan, Richard James,
54, assault with a deadly
weapon
•Long,
Nicholas
Lazarus, 36, no charge
listed
•Mulkey, Felicia Broussard, 33, aggravated sexual assault
•Nealey, Coby Wayne
Jr., 22, court committal
•Perez, Andrew Roy,

institution
•Smith, Jonathan, 27,
court committal
•Sustaita, Richardo, 33,
burglary of a habitation
•Taylor, Reginald
Dwayne, 25, manufacture
or delivery of a controlled
substance, failure to appear
•Tillis,
Corderro
Devon, 24, failure to appear, assault on a public
servant
•Welch, Melinda Ann,
44, motion to revoke possession of a controlled
substance
•Willis, Dennie Marion, 52, unlawful possession of a firearm

Annual steak dinner set
Midway Volunteer Fire Department will hold the 27th
annual Po Boy Steak Dinner and Dance fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 23, at the fire department.
The menu will be a 24-ounce T-bone with all the trimmings. Hospitality hour begins and 4:30 p.m., and dinner
is served at 5 p.m.
A dance featuring the Al White Band will follow dinner.
Tickets are available at Lakeside Restaurant, Midway
City Hall or from any MVFD member. Cost is $40.
For information, call Edwin Faw at (936) 348-0898.

Candidacy deadline near

Jail Log
The following persons
were arrested or booked
into the Madison County
jail. All persons are presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.
•Ayala, Victoria Marie,
28, motion to adjudicate
prohibited substance in a
correctional facility
•Barton, Robert James,
48, parole violation
•Burel, Keyland Rennard Jr., 20, forgery
•Cephus, DeCarlos
Manuel, 28, prohibited
substance
•Davis, Jeffrey Ray, 57,
failure to identify
•Deforest, Charles William, 57, engaging in criminal activity
•Droddy, Ronald David,
51, failure to appear, credit
card/debit card abuse
•Emerson, Joshua, 27,
warrants

•Farris, Joseph Demetrius, 39, aggravated sexual assault of a child
•Ford, Precious, 26,
four warrants
•Fountain, Dexiel D.,
38, aggravated robbery
•Garrard, Jerica Marie,
30, failure to appear, possession of marijuana
•Gonzalez, Romero
Sergio, 39, failure to appear, possession of a controlled substance
•Grigsby, Charles Edward, 35, possession of a
controlled substance
•Halpain, James Franklin, 66, manufacture or
delivery of a controlled
substance
•Hickman, Brandon
Scott, 27, public intoxication
•Huskins, Deanna
Marie, 53, motion to revoke theft of property
•Johnson, Aaliyah Al-

25, assault of a family
member
•Rivera, Shane Jonathan, 38, non-payment of
child support
•Rodriguez, Fabian
Almeida, 37, failure to appear, possession of marijuana
•Rodriguez, Joe, 30,
possession of child pornography
•Roundtree, Jeremy
Alexander, 37, failure to
appear, obstruction
•Sanchez, Raul Jr., 32,
possession of a controlled
substance
•Skillern, Broderick,
31, failure to appear,
deadly weapon in a penal

NEED A NEW RIDE?
Apply online!

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY
$40,840…BALANCE OWED $17,000
$49,500.. BALANCE OWED $19,950
$36,825.. BALANCE OWED $14,500
$42,450.. BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &
Construction Manual
 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
BBB
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!
A+ Rating

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

Inmates housed in the
Grimes County Jail:
•Coronado, Saul, 33,
possession of a controlled
substance
•McQueen, Byron
O’Bryan, 31, assault on a
peace officer
•Washington, Thornton James, 30, warrants,
failure to appear
TOTAL
COUNT: 42

INMATE

Navasota Livestock
Auction Co.
Market Report for Saturday,
Feb. 2, 2019

Volume: 1,066 Total Sellers: 240 Total Buyers: 73
Trend of Market: $2-$4 Higher and Very Active

PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!
AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

1) Model # 101 Carolina
2) Model # 203 Georgia
3) Model # 305 Biloxi
4) Model # 403 Augusta

•Wilson, Clarence
Mark, 50, aggravated assault with a deadly weapon
•Young, Undray, 50,
manufacture or delivery
of a controlled substance

Community Service
Credit Union

www.cscutx.com
936-295-3980
Federally insured by NCUA

250 FM 2821~Huntsville
2526 Montgomery Rd. ~ Huntsville

WEIGHT
150 – 300 lbs
300 – 400 lbs
400 – 500 lbs
500 – 600 lbs
600 – 700 lbs

STEERS
1.15 – 2.00
1.15 – 1.89
1.15 – 1.86
1.00 – 1.74
1.00 – 1.48

Slaughter Bulls: .50-.84
Pairs: $800-$1,090

HEIFERS
1.15 – 1.90
1.15 – 1.75
1.15 – 1.65
1.10 – 1.50
1.05 – 1.55

Slaughter Cows: .25-.625
Stocker Cows: $400-$900

For more information call:
Greg Goudeau (936) 825-6545 or (936) 661-8432
For a free market report, go to www.navasotalivestock.com
HUNGERFORD RECEIVING PENS OPEN
Located 3 miles off Hwy 60 at the intersection of CR 207 and CR
211, between East Bernard and Hungerford, Open Fridays 3 p.m. to
dark and Saturdays 7:30-11 a.m.
RECEIVING PENS NOW OPEN AT ROSHARON LIVESTOCK

HUNTER
Guns & Ammo
COME, NOW
IS THE TIME TO
WORSHIP!

“When only the best will do”...

Mid Tex

Livestock Receiving Station

CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL FOR
APPOINTMENT.

979-219-2957

cjackhunter@gmail.com

Hwy 90 South

2 miles from the square on the right.

YOUR CATTLE WILL BE
WELL TAKEN CARE OF!

Fresh Hay and Water Provided
Wednesdays 8AM - Dark
Thursdays 8AM - 11 AM
Contact Gus Andrews
today for your livestock needs!
936.348.8826 Cell

Ruger Precision Rifle. Available in multiple calibers. Call for
availability and pricing.

Weatherby Mark V Accumark. Available in multiple calibers
and models. Call for availability and pricing.

Winchester Model 70 Extreme Weather SS. Available in
multiple calibers and models. Call for availability and pricing.

SUNDAY

Bible Study 9:30am
Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.
Evening Studies 5 p.m.
Evening Worship 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Adult, Youth & Children’s
Events 6:30 p.m.

TELEVISED ON CABLE CHANNEL 5
& BROADCAST ON 100.5 FM
Joshua Crutcheld,
Pastor
(936) 348-2686
P.O. Box 159, 300 S. Elm St.
Madisonville, Tx. 77864

www.madisonvillefbc.org
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Here’s My Card
Keep the numbers of these locally owned businesses on
hand for all of your service and shopping needs.
Joel Douget • 936-438-0252

%XVLQHVV6SRWOLJKW
C&D Automotive

SPRAY ON SPRAY FOAM

By Campbell Atkins

INSULATION, LLC

campbell.atkins@madisonvillemeteor.com

Residential ~ Commercial ~ Agricultural
jandtdouget@yahoo.com

Lopez’s Expert
in Tree Service

25 yrs. of Experience in Tree Removal and Insured
• Free Estimates
• Stump and Tree Removal
• Clean-Ups and Haul-Offs
• Pruning and Trimming
• Mowing

Contact:
Juan Lopez
(936) 828-6176 | (936) 662-9248

A Veteran owned and
operated company providing
unmatched service and
competitive pricing for all
your residential, commercial
and agricultural water well drilling and servicing
needs anywhere in the Madison, Walker, Leon, Grimes
or Brazos Counties and the surrounding areas.

Call
(936)349-2421 or (936)-349-7017

Chuck Kelly Rooﬁng
& Construction

C&D Automotive is in their tenth year serving the
people of Madisonville and is your one stop auto shop that
specializes in diesel and gas engines. Darel and Cindy Harris,
who worked for years in the dealerships and have much

Tires – Sales & Repairs • Gooseneck Hitches
Truck Accessories • Trailer Repair

301 Crossroads, Madisonville

RESID
COMMENTIAL &
ERCIA
L

Luis Cuevas

LAWN CARE

Chuck Kelly

NO LAWN WE CAN'T HANDLE!

936-348-4483

Mowing • Mulching • Trimming • Brush removal
Tree removal • Pruning • Concrete/driveways • Gardens

Madisonville, TX

936-348-9617

Call Joe Lloyd Cannon
(936) 348-4135
for all your dozing needs

• Lakes
• Ponds
• Clearing
• Roads

SERVING
Madison & surrounding
Counties since 1978

(936) 348-3934

& LANDSCAPE

Madisonville, Texas
chuckkelly88@gmail.com

experience, have built their dream with the support of friends
and family.
“We pride ourselves on honesty, professionalism and
experience.” said Cindy Harris. “We treat our customers how
we want to be treated.”
C&D is a fully equipped shop that can handle anyone’s
needs. They strive to take care of their customers in a timely
manner and offer the best service.
“The people of Madisonville are awesome and we wouldn’t
be where we are without them,” said Cindy Harris. “We had a
lot of followers from the dealerships who knew us personally.
We’ve continued to serve them for 10 year. Our customers are
what makes us.”
Darel and Cindy are fortunate enough to live right next to
their business as well as work with their daughter. While they
have hectic schedules, they get to spend most days with their
grandchildren at the office.

979-220-6201 • 979-220-4229
luiscuevas97@icloud.com

Ellis D. Walker

Charlotte Walker

ELLIS D. WALKER TRUCKING

BullardFromUnlimited
A to Z
Septic Systems (standard & aerobic)
& Maintenance
Water lines, Driveways,
Mowing,
Backhoe & Tractor Work
Now installing
Storm Shelters!

Patrick Bullard 936-348-0223

SAM’S BARN CONSTRUCTION

Midway

Rd Base • Limestone & Sandstone
Sand • Masonry Sand • Clay
Select Fill • Dirt • Pea Gravel

Ofﬁce 936/295-4713
Night 936/291-1576
205 FM 2821 Rd. E. • Huntsville
Specializing in Diesel and Gas

2464 Hwy. 75 South

LOW HOURLY RATES

DOZER/BACKHOE WORK
• Cleaning Out or Building New Tanks & Lakes
• Land Clearing & Brushhogging
• Ditches Cleaned Out
• Ditch Crossings Installed
• General Dozer or Backhoe Work
If you’re planning on any dozer/backhoe work,
please give me a call.

Raymond Marsh • Hm: 903-344-2327

LOW HOURLY RATES

Your Business Card Here!
For as little as
$15 per week.
Call Today to nd out how.
936-348-3505

Brazos Valley Livestock
Commission Co. Inc

Specializing in
Pole Barns &
Metal Roofs

FREE ESTIMATES
SAM THORNTON
936-348-6832

Dependable
Construction
Residential & Commercial
OWNER: CHARLES GRISHAM

Licensed Insurance Adjuster
Any Type Remodeling: Room additions - Kitchens & Bath Remodel

• Attic & Garage Conversion • Shingle, Metal & Modified Roofs
• Interior & Exterior Painting • Rotten Wood - Decks - Fences
• Ceramic Tile • Drywall • Barns & Much More!

936-348-9032
B&G W Homes, Inc.

Providing the Brazos Valley with service and experience.
Scott Scarmardo
General Manger

Gordon Wells

6097 East S.H 21
Bryan, Texas

864-979-3526

Phone 979-778-0904

Fax 979-778-7900
Mobile 979-224-3764 • Home 979-272-0667
Cattle Sales Tuesday at 12:00 Noon

Advertise Here!
Call us at
(936) 348- 3505

P) 936-348-4104

Your Business Card Here!
For as little as
$15 per week.
Call Today to nd out how.
936-348-3505

glwframe@aol.com
www.bandgwhomes.com

DIAMOND H
WELDING & FENCE CO.
BRADLEY HARRIS
979-472-0369

 AGRICULTURAL  RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL 
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CHILI COOKOFF

M eteor

photo by

Tony Fark as

First place in beans went to Flat Hill Meat Works.

M eteor

photo by

photo by

Tony Fark as

M eteor

Second place in beans went to Just Showed Up
Bunch.

Third place in beans went to 3C Cooks.

Tony Fark as

First place in gumbo went to MC Cookers and Bulldog
Wireline.

M eteor

M eteor

M eteor

photo by

Tony Fark as

Second place in gumbo went to 2 J’s and a Bimbo
No. 1.

Tony Fark as

First place in chili went to Low & Slow Cookers.

photo by

M eteor

photo by

Tony Fark as

Second place in chili went to 2 J’s and a Bimbo.

M eteor

photo by

Tony Fark as

First place junior desserts went to Kendall Rhodes and
Zaley Crocker.

M eteor

photo by

Tony Fark as

Second place junior desserts went to Hunter Neely.

Tony Fark as

photo by

Tony Fark as

photo by

Tony Fark as

photo by

Tony Fark as

Third place in gumbo went to Malone.

M eteor

Third place in chili went to 3C Cooks.

M eteor
M eteor

photo by

Taster’s Choice for both chili and gumbo went to You Can’t
Beat My Meat.
P.O. Box 85
Fittstown, OK 74842
www.dunnsfishfarm.com
(800) 433-2950

Delivery of Channel Catfish, Bass, Black Crappie, Hybrid
Bluegill, Redear Bream, Coppernose Bluegill, Fathead
Minnows are available for Pond & Lake Stocking.

Wednesday, Feb. 23, 12:30-1:30 PM
MADISONVILLE • MADISONVILLE FEED • 603 N. MAY

We furnish hauling containers! - Live Delivery Guaranteed! - Discounts/Special
Deliveries on large orders! - Turtle Traps, Fish Feeders, Fish Traps! Decorative Fountains, Aerators. Windmill Aerators! - Vegetation Control, Pond
Fertilizers!
M eteor

photo by

M eteor

Tony Fark as

Third place junior desserts went to
Elliott Boyle.

photo by

Tony Fark as

First place senior desserts went to
Eli Risinger.

Save the Date

M eteor

photo by

Tony Fark as

Second place senior desserts went
to Peyton Brown.

Faith Baptist Church

PLACING ORDERS A WEEK PRIOR ARE RECOMMENDED!
To place an
order or for more information call one of our consultants.
Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
1-800-433-2950 Fax 1-580-777-2899
www.dunnsfishfarm.com

Ila Mae
Ghiselli
2/15/1931 ~ 2/06/2012

JOIN US IN FEBRUARY

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Duke of Madisonville, Texas are pleased to
announce the engagement of their daughter Henri Allison, to
Noah Calvin Douglas. Henri is the granddaughter of Bobby and
Emma Farris, and Lonnie Thomas, all of Madisonville. Noah is
the son of Tony and Dianne Douglas of Granbury, Texas and the
grandson of Brenda Douglas of Granbury, TX. The couple have
planned a March wedding at First BapƟst Church in Madisonville.

for a month-long event for
6th-12th grade students!
Free food, play games, win prizes
and learn about Jesus!
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 13, 20 & 27
from 7-8 p.m. each night!
Everyone is welcome.
Faith Baptist Church
1002 S. Madison St.
(936) 245-7835

We Love You & Miss
You, Mom
Podgie, Tricia, Duckk
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SALVATION ARMY

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

TYPE-2 DIABETES
WARNING

FOURNIER’S GANGRENE

ATTENTION!

COURTESY PHOTO

This is an important warning for
Type 2 Diabetics taking Invokana,
Farxiga and Jardiance.
Gangrene of the genitals has been
associated with the use of SGLT2 Inhibitors.

COURTESY PHOTO

CALL 24/7
1-800-800-9815

You may be entitled to compensation!
Pulaski Law Firm, with principal office in Houston, Texas is responsible for the content of this ad.
COURTESY PHOTO

February 4, 2019

UPDATED PROPERTY TAX INFORMATION
NOW AVAILABLE FOR TEXAS TAXPAYERS

COURTESY PHOTO

Thank you to those
individuals and groups
who volunteered their
time to ring the bell
for the 2018 Red Kettle
Campaign. Your vigor
and fun were greatly appreciated.
The groups were
the Lions Club, Girl
Scout Troop 9504, The
Prosperity Bank Junior
Board, MCISD Retired
Teachers, Madisonville
FFA and their leader,
Lynita Foster, along
with individuals Karen
Bradford, Jane Pryor,
Katherine Smith, Sidnie
Smith, Jerry Reed, Jake
Cain and daughters May
Caroline and Smith McClure.
The Salvation Army
raised approximately
$6,900 to be used in this
community because of
the efforts of the bell
ringers, and 100 percent
of money raised stays in
Madison County to help
those in need.

COURTESY PHOTO

Get On Course for
a great fall season
Discount of
18 holes’ Golf & Cart
Tuesday thru Friday for
$25 plus tax with this ad!

Oak Ridge
County Club
2006 Country Club Lane
Madisonville, TX 77864

Sunday
Lunch Buffet.
All You Can Eat!
Sunday,
February 17
2019

(936) 348.6264

We have several
diﬀerent types of
memberships to oﬀer!

NOW LEASING
24-HOUR MONITORED
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE
AND SECURITY

NEW

Climate Controlled Spaces
5’x5’x14’ • 5’x10’x14’ •5’x15’
10’x10’x14’ • 10’x15’x14’

NOW OFFERING
BOAT AND RV
PUBLIC STORAGE

Non/Climate
5’x15’ • 10’x15’ • 10’x20’

D&J Storage

DAVE

AND

JAN WARD

Dave Ward Investment

1900 E. Main • Madisonville • 936-348-7277

Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9am - 3pm | After Hours Call: 936-349-2200

New and updated property tax information has been compiled by Madison County
Appraisal District and is available now to assist taxpayers. This property tax information
is current and covers a wide range of topics, such as taxpayer remedies, exemptions,
appraisals and is of value to select groups, such as disabled veterans and persons who are
65 years of age or older. “Whether you are a homeowner, business owner, disabled veteran
or a taxpayer, it’s important you know your rights concerning the property tax laws.” said
Matt Newton, Chief Appraiser of the Madison County Appraisal District.
• Property Tax Exemptions for Disabled Veterans - The law provides partial exemptions
for any property owned by veterans who are disabled, spouses and survivors of deceased
disabled veterans and spouses and survivors of military personnel who died on active
duty. The amount of exemption is determined according to percentage of serviceconnected disability. The law also provides a 100% exemption for 100% disabled veterans
and their surviving spouses, beginning in 2009.
• Property Tax Exemptions – Non-profit organizations that meet statutory requirements
may seek property tax exemptions and must apply to their county appraisal district by a
specific date. Businesses that receive tax abatements granted by taxing units, firms that
ship inventory out of Texas, and businesses that acquire pollution control property may
also be eligible for statutory exemptions.
• Rendering Taxable Property - If a business owns tangible personal property that is
used to produce income, the business must file a rendition with its local county appraisal
district by a specified date. Personal property includes inventory and equipment used by
a business. Owners do not have to render exempt property such as church property or an
agriculture producer’s equipment used for farming.
• Appraisal Notices – If a taxpayer’s property value increased in the last year, the Texas
taxpayer will receive a notice of appraised value from the appropriate local county
appraisal district. The city, county, school districts and other local taxing units will use the
appraisal district’s value to set property taxes for the coming year.
• Property Taxpayer Remedies – This Comptroller publication explains in detail how to
protest a property appraisal, what issues the county appraisal review board (ARB) can
consider and what to expect during a protest hearing. The publication also discusses the
option of taking a taxpayer’s case to district court or entering into binding arbitration if the
taxpayer is dissatisfied with the outcome of the ARB hearing.
• Homestead Exemptions – A homestead is generally defined as the home and land
used as the owner’s principal residence on Jan. 1 of the tax year. A homestead exemption
reduces the appraised value of the home and, as a result, lowers property taxes.
Applications are submitted to the appropriate local county appraisal district.
• Productivity Appraisal – Property owners who use land for timberland production,
agricultural purposes, and wildlife management can be granted property tax relief on their
land. They may apply to their local county appraisal district for an agricultural appraisal
which may result in a lower appraisal of the land based on how much the taxpayer
produces, versus what the land would sell for in the open market.
• Residence Homestead Tax Deferral - Texas homeowners may postpone paying the
currently delinquent property taxes due on the appreciating value of their homes by
filing a tax deferral affidavit at their local county appraisal district. This tax relief allows
homeowners to pay the property taxes on 105 percent of the preceding year’s appraised
value of their homestead, plus the taxes on any new improvements to the homestead. The
remaining taxes are postponed, but not cancelled, with interest accruing at 8 percent per
year.
• Property Tax Deferral for Persons Age 65 or Older and Disabled Homeowners
– Texans who are 65 years of age or older, or who are disabled as defined by law, may
postpone paying current and delinquent property taxes on their homes by signing a tax
deferral affidavit. Once the affidavit is on file, taxes are deferred, but not cancelled, as
long as the owner continues to own and live in the home. Interest continues to accrue on
unpaid taxes. You may obtain a deferral affidavit at the appraisal district.
• Notice of Availability of Electronic Communication – Chief appraisers of a county
appraisal districts and appraisal review boards may communicate electronically through
email or other media with property owners or their designated representatives. Written
agreements are required for notices and other documents to be delivered electronically in
place of mailing.
• Protesting Property Appraisal Values – Property owners who disagree with the
appraisal district’s appraisal of their property for local taxes or for any other action that
adversely affects them may protest their property value to the appraisal district’s appraisal
review board.
For more information about these programs, contact the Madison County Appraisal
District at 936-348-2783. More information is also available from the state Comptroller’s
Property Tax Assistance Division website at www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/proptax/
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Property tax growth reform bills rolled out
By Richard Lee
Special to the Meteor
AUSTIN — After promising meaningful property
tax reform throughout the
first weeks of session, state
leadership unveiled a plan
to slow the growth of property taxes Thursday.
“People desperately
need property tax reform,
our businesses need property tax reform, and we
have set out, on this date,
early in session…with a
major piece of legislation,”
said Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick.
“We are setting the tone
for the rest of the session
on this issue.”
He was joined by
Gov. Greg Abbott, House
Speaker Dennis Bonnen,
as well as two key lawmakers, Houston Sen. Paul
Bettencourt and Lubbock
Rep. Dustin Burrows, who

will carry the bills in their
respective chambers.
Both bills, designated
SB 2 and HB 2, are identical and would put a 2.5
percent cap on annual
property tax growth absent
voter approval.
The current property
tax “rollback rate” is 8 percent per year. If a taxing
entity other than a school
district approves a rate increase beyond that, under
current law, citizens can

trigger a rollback election
if they can collect the signatures of 7 percent of the
registered voters in that
taxing jurisdiction.
Rollback elections for
local school property tax
rate increases are triggered automatically if they
exceed the rate, and SB 2
would make that the law
for all taxing entities. The
2.5 percent rollback rate
would also apply to all
taxing entities, excluding
those that collect less than
$15 million annually.
“The vexing problem
facing taxpayers is that tax
bills are going up at least
two or three times faster
than they can handle,”
Bettencourt said. “I think
that the concept of having a 2 1/2 percent rollback rate across the board
means there’s a universal
solution.”

In addition to authoring
SB 2, Bettencourt chairs
the Senate Property Tax
Committee, which will
begin hearings on the bill
next week.
Also this week, the Finance Committee continued work on crafting the
Senate version of the state
budget, hearing testimony
from a number of different
agencies.
Monday, as the Department of Public Safety
appeared before the panel
for its usual budget presentation, frustration at
the agency’s handling of
the issuance of driver’s
licenses came to the forefront, with multiple members demanding to know
how the DPS was going to
fix the problem.
The Sunset Advisory
Commission found during
the interim that wait times

at DPS license offices are
getting longer despite more
and more money being
added to the agency’s budget for that purpose.
“This is one of the few
places where everyone in
Texas of driver’s license
age and above interacts
with their state government,” said Friendswood
Sen. Larry Taylor at the
hearing. “When it’s this
dysfunctional, it doesn’t
look good on the whole
state.”
DPS Director Steve
McCraw said his agency
is seeking $420 million in
additional funds to hire
1,900 more staff and open
15 more license offices to
finally address this issue.
“I’m convinced it would
be a shining example of
state services if we had
those resources,” he told
lawmakers.

As it stands now, the
Sunset recommendations
for DPS would move license services to the
Department of Motor Vehicles, a relatively young
agency only carved out
of the Department of
Transportation to handle
car title and registration
services in 2009. Texas is
one of only eight states
that doesn’t issue licenses
through a DMV, but that
would change in 2021.
Sunset Commission
Chair Sen. Brian Birdwell,
who will carry the DPS
Sunset bill this session,
said that the Legislature
can decide whether that’s
soon enough.
“This is not a ‘study
whether we should transfer this or not’,” he said.
“It’s going to move. If this
committee wants to move
it faster, we can do that.”

Gas prices turn toward down side

BIG TEX TRAILER WORLD

Special to the Meteor

Courtesy Photo

Big Tex Trailer World, doing business as Midway Trailer and Equipment in Madisonville, recently won the Store of the Year Award for the Gulf Coast Region and Manager of the Year Award
in the nation. The team of Monty Morgan, Miguel Rosario, Cathrine Lynch and James Michael
Donaho, were selected for these awards out of 72 Trailer World stores company-wide. Big Tex
Trailer World is the largest towing solutions company in the world, offering more sizes and
styles of utility, gooseneck flatbed, dump, equipment, enclosed, horse and livestock and truck
bodies in the nation, as well as a leader of trailer parts and service coast to coast.

Gasoline prices in Texas have
fallen 1.8 cents per gallon in the
past week, averaging $1.96, according to GasBuddy’s daily survey of 13,114 stations in Texas.
This compares with the national average that has fallen
0.8 cents per gallon versus last
week to $2.25, according to GasBuddy.
Madisonville gas prices average $1.92, according to texasgasprices.com.
Including the change locally
during the past week, prices
were 40.5 cents per gallon lower
than a year ago and are 4.4 cents
per gallon higher than a month
ago.
The national average has
increased 1.1 cents per gallon during the last month and
stands 34.6 cents per gallon
lower than a year ago.
Average gasoline prices on
Feb. 4 in Texas have ranged
widely over the last five years:

$2.36 in 2018, $2.07 in 2017,
$1.57 in 2016, $1.92 in 2015 and
$3.06 in 2014.
Areas near Texas and their
current gas price climate:
•Midland Odessa — $2.36,
down 1.1 cents per gallon from
last week’s $2.37.
•San Antonio — $1.90, down
3.6 cents per gallon from last
week’s $1.94.
•Austin — $1.96, down
2.5 cents per gallon from last
week’s $1.98.
“While oil prices have risen
to their highest in months on
the instability in Venezuela’s
political situation, gasoline demand has remained weak and
supply strong, thus keeping increases firmly in check,” said
Patrick DeHaan, head of petroleum analysis for GasBuddy.
“As the record gasoline supply
continues to overshadow markets ahead of the road to summer gasoline, any updrafts at
the pump will be small and limited for now.”
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Classifieds
Place Your Ad by Phone:

936-348-3505

Email your ad to
Email your word ad to:

classifieds@madisonvillemeteor.com
kim.mckee@madisonville.com

Classifieds!
GARAGE SALE
ADVERTISING
Garage sale ads
are $16 for 25
words. Additional words are
.65¢ each, this
includes running
on www.madisonvillemeteor.
com. Permits are
now required for
a garage sale in
the City of Madisonville, you will
need one before
you place your ad
with the Madisonville Meteor.

Need to sell
your vehicle?
The Madisonville Meteor
can help. For
$25 you can
run up to 15
words for 4
weeks. Add a
picture for $5.
Boats, cars,
trucks, campers, trailers,
motorcycles
and yes bicycles are included.

BATH house
for rent in town.
$450/month,
$450 deposit.
No pets. (936)
293-0809.
H O U S E
FOR RENT in
Hilltop Lakes.
$850/month.
3br, 2ba, carport. Call (936)
855-2535. (2/613, mn)
ONE BEDROOM garage
apartment. Utilities included.
No pets. No
smokers. North
Zulch.
$600
(512)
5607292.

USE SEAL
‘N HEAL® liquid skin to close
wounds
with
bitter taste that
prevents chewing. Standley
Feed & Seed
#1, 348-2235
(www.kennelvax.com)
Classifieds!
FREE
CLASSIFIEDS!
For Items $50
or less. You may
run one time up
to 15 words for
free, additional
words are .65¢
each. 2 Runs
is $12 for $15

JARRETT'S MEA
SERVICE

Now Hiring
Apply in Person ONLY

Only Considering New
Applicants
335 Crossroads
Madisonville, Texas

words and .65¢
each for addition-al words.
Must be non-living item, only
one item per ad.
Minimum 5 ads
per quarter.

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.
Find out what all your friends
are talking about - follow us on
Facebook for easy access to
The Madisonville Meteor!
facebook.com/themadisonvillemeteor

Do You Excel at Sales?
Let’s Reach New Heights of
Success Together.

We are currently seeking extraordinary individuals to join our multimedia sales
team, and help our clients grow their businesses through innovative print and
digital advertising programs. If you have the personality, drive and positive attitude
to take our customers’ enterprises and your own career to the next level, we want to
meet you.

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS AGAINST THE ESTATE OF
MELISSA DAWN CORLEY SPADONI
Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary
of the Estate of MELISSA DAWN CORLEY SPADONI,
Deceased, were issued to CHRIS SPADONI on January
23rd, 2019, in Probate No. P19002, pending in the County
Court of Madison County, Texas. The mailing address
of such Independent Executor is 7439 FM 1452 West,
Madisonville, Texas 77864. All persons having claims
against this Estate, which is currently being administered,
are required to present them within the time and in the
manner prescribed by law. Dated this 29th day of January
2019. JOHN R. BANKHEAD, Attorney for the Estate.
Sincerely,
JOHN R. BANKHEAD

Sales representatives will meet will need to be able to communicate effectively
through written, verbal, and in-person communication skills. Attention to detail and
strong follow-up skills are required.
While prior outside sales experience is preferred, we are willing to train people with
a can-do attitude and a desire to help us achieve our sales goals. Must have reliable
transportation, valid driver’s license and auto insurance. Candidates must be highly
motivated self-starters who are capable of making a high volume of phone calls and
in-person appointments and manage a large number of prospects and clients.
If you meet the above qualiﬁcations and are ready for the challenge, please include
your resume, cover letter and compensation requirements when applying. Please
make sure to include any information related to your performance in prior sales
positions.

Responsibilities include:

• Seeking opportunities to sell to new customers and
grow advertising with existing customers and making
necessary arrangements each day to achieve these goals.

Submit Your Resume Today :
Publisher@madisonvillemeteor.com

• Effectively using in-person visits, email and phone
calls to reach potential customers.
• Support and collaborate with the advertising team,
assisting other sales reps sales calls and follow-up as needed.
• Assisting all customers with ad prooﬁng, coordinating
with our ad design team as needed.
We offer base pay plus commissions and a generous
benefits plan available to full-time employees.

205 N Madison St
Madisonville, TX 77864
www.madisonvillemeteor.com
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For the love of the land
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Real Estate
unprecedented rate. Rapid population
growth across the state continues to
influence land fragmentation and land
use changes, impacting rural working
lands and the natural resources they
provide” (Texas Land Trends, September 2017).
But how much is land worth? Land
size, location, and amenities play a
crucial role in pricing property. Each
parcel of land is unique; there is no
one size fits all when it comes to pricing land. We need large tracts of land
for farming and wildlife management,
however, land is being subdivided at
an alarming rate due to the supply and
demand constant. “As property size
decreases, the ability to operate the
land as a primary source of income for
traditional farming, ranching, and forestry uses also decreases” (Texas Land
Trends, September 2017). Smaller
tracts of land tend to sell more per acre
versus larger tracts in many situations.
While we subdivide more and more
large land tracts to accommodate the
growing population’s desire to own a
piece of Texas ground, this act is not
without consequence.
While purchasing a piece of land is
a hope and dream of many, we need to
keep in mind what a precious resource
land really is. The reality is that no
more land is being made and it most
likely will not decrease in value. In
Madison County, we consider land a
precious commodity. With that being
said, I hope that land will always be
viewed as a treasure to you and your
family for generations to come.

Misc.

     
  
       
        

M&D REAL ESTATE

6421 FM 39 N (George), Normangee, TX 77871
Corner FM 1452 W. * FM 39 N
936-396-9216 • FAX 936-570-1176
www.HAR.com • www.realtor.com • www.LandsofAmerica.com
www.manddrealestate.com • E-mail: md_dmrealestate@yahoo.com

DBL

Misc.

s
Regional
Cinicales

Email your word ad to:

936-348-3505
February, being the month of Valentine’s Day, seems to promote “Love”
throughout the month. With that
thought, the love of the land has been
an age-old sentiment whereas men and
women have fought and died for land
from the beginning of time.
Owning land can be an accomplishment of heredity, a goal of personal
preference, an elevation of social status
or just plainly an investment strategy.
Due to Texas’ increasing population,
congested cities, and rising crime rates
in cities, people from those areas desire to own land more now than ever.
That desire brings them to the smaller
communities to purchase land parcels
for weekend retreats and retirement
venues.
These factors continue to directly
affect the supply and demand of land
in Madison and surrounding counties.
Larger land parcels are being divided
and sold in smaller parcels to accommodate the supply and demand of land
ownership. In short, it is the goal of
many to own a little piece of land to
call their own.
Per Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, “Since the early 1900’s, Texas
has outpaced the nation in population
growth. Most recent increases averaged about 2 percent per year between
1997 to 2012, while the national average was approximately 2 percent for
the entire 15-year period.
The state’s various attractions,
including its central location, ample
natural resources, vast landscapes, and
business-friendly environment, have
likely contributed to the state’s net
migration patterns and employment
sector gains. State demographer projections indicate continued population
growth should be expected over the
next 40 years and could potentially
double by 2050. Rural working lands in
Texas are selling, subdividing, and converting to alternative land uses at an



Member Houston Association of Realtors

Iola, 23380 FM 244 - NEW 3 br., 2.5 ba., 2 car gar., brick in town. Septic, roof, central A/H,
board fence, granite counter tops - “MUST SEE” - REDUCED TO $174,900.



ZOCH CONSTRUCTION INC.
CENTERVILLE, TX

56 AC. - Leon Co., 13335 PR 4505 and County Rd. 482 frontage, OPEN/WOODS, 4 Stk.
Tanks, good fencing, 3 pastures, Barndominium Approx 36’ X 36”, (UPSTAIRS - Lge.
bedroom, Ben Franklin stove, DOWNSTAIRS - kitchen, dining, Ben Franklin in shop, bathroom
and cedar siding inside, with (2)10’ X 36 awnings,) equipment shed, shop - all under same roof.
(approx. 1080 SF - per CAD), (12’ x 36’) pole barn, 1 water well in well shed, 1 water well - solar
pane - in pasture, deer blinds, MUST SEE! $489k.

HIRING
EXPERIENCED
AND DEPENDABLE

North Zulch - 10033 Jinkins Rd - UNDER
Approx. 1.95
ac. Lovely 3 Br., 2 ba., ASKING: $169,900.
CONTRACT

CLASS A CDL DRIVERS
TANKER ENDORSEMENT A PLUS

New - 5019 Paso Fina - Madisonville, Nice 33.47 ac. open/one half + wooded. Lots of county
rd. frtg., good deer hunting, fishing, approx. 1.5 ac. lake, 1 smaller, 3 br., 2 ba., (open concept)
nice mobile home, aerobic septic, and more. ASKING: $285,000.
North Zulch - 99+ Ac. ROLLING, on Hwy. 21 West - Beautiful home site, (4) stock tanks, lge.
SOLD
OAKS, fenced/cross fenced, old barn/pens, Asking: $5500.00 PER AC.

COMPETITIVE PAY
AND BENEFITS
OFFERED

N. Zulch - 5445 Strawther Rd. - 4.46 Ac. W/NICE 2 br., 2 ba., Barn Dominium (could be 3
SOLD
br.), Front/back covered porches, “MUST SEE”. Price Reduced - $215K
H AV E B U Y E R S

NEED LISTINGS

DORIS MOSES WARREN - BROKER • (936) 348-9216 CELL
VIRGINIA GAINER-WILLIAMS - REALTOR • (979) 739-4237

CALL: 903-536-2127
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

936-348-3394

www.ColemanAndPatterson.com
9891 Greenbriar Rd | 3/2, 11AC

$339,900

FM 39 | 191 Acres

$1,600,000

FM 1696 | 3/2.5 on 1.84+ AC

$165,000

E Main Street | 1 AC on HWY 21

$544,500

CR 422 | 79 Acres

$632,000

951 Standley Road | 4 / 4 on 1+ AC $350,000

ZOCH CONSTRUCTION INC.

$712,500

4759 I-45 S | 6 AC, I-45 Frontage $295,000

FM 1372 E | 150 Acre Property

106 Ashton St. | 3/2 Home

$184,900

8584 Headland CT | 4 /3.5 on 1 AC $470,000

115 Tammye | 3/ 2 Bath

$184,900

549 Tall Timbers | 4/2 Bath Home

$289,500

2953 FM 1452 | 3 / 2 & Workshop $199,000

424 N 4th Street | 3 / 2 / 2,080 Sq/Ft $159,000

11485 Antioch RD | 102 Acres

$560,490

TBD Whitaker Way 19+ Acres

$199,000

13030 SH 21 | Commercial Land

$179,000

TBD CR 123 | 604 Acres

$1,808,980

FM 3060 | 4 / 2.5 on 2 AC

$259,900

12986 FM 811 | 85 Acres

$426,000

FM 3091 | 35 AC I-45 Frontage

$525,000

15474 W Sh 21 | 130 Acres

$1,263,850

David Lane | 51 Acres

$425,000

Lots 1-12 R Rogers

$70,000

FM 1119 | 13.51 Acres

$94,500

22146 CR 139 | 14 Acres + House

$170,000

4033 Union Road | 4.10 Acres

$55,000

CR 113 | 907 Acres Grazing Land

$5,100,000

CENTERVILLE, TX
HIRING

EXPERIENCED AND DEPENDABLE
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS
FINISH MOTOR GRADER OPERATORS
DOZER OPERATORS
EXCAVATOR OPERATORS

COMPETITIVE PAY
AND BENEFITS
OFFERED
CALL: 903-536-2127
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

David Coleman, Broker | JD Standley, Realtor® | Charles Brown, Realtor®
Kolby Wells, Realtor® | Kayla Wells Realtor® | Virginia Price, Realtor®

Pam Rogers, Realtor® | Loyd Harper Realtor®

DBL Real Estate
TexSCAN Week of
February 3, 2019

Texas Land, Texas Proud!

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS

ACREAGE
3-20+ acres for sale – Boerne, TX. Call Scott McGill
512-970-0978.
70 acres, southwest Edwards County. Rugged hunting/
recreational property. Live oak, pinon pine, cedar cover.
Whitetail, axis, aoudad, feral hogs, turkey. $1,600/ac.,
fixed rate 30-year owner financing, 5% down. 800-8769720, www.ranchenterprisesltd.com.

AUCTION
Estate and Real Estate Auction, Thurs. Feb. 14, starts
@ 9:17 a.m., 2605 Robin Lane, Muskogee, OK 74403.
Coins, Guns, Ammo, Porcelain & Metal Signs will sell
at 11:01 a.m. Real Estate sells at 12:01 p.m. For full
terms & photos, visit www.chuppsauction.com. Chupps
Auction Co., 918-630-0495.

CHARITY
Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT,
www.boatangel.com.

EVENTS
San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo, Feb. 7-24. For
entertainment lineup and tickets, go to sarodeo.com.
210-225-5851.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000;
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi,
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View
plans at www.loghomedream.com.

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing
and producing including non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800,
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

SAWMILLS
Sawmills from only $4,397.00 – Make & Save
Money with your own bandmill – Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock, ready to ship! Free info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com. 800-567-0404,
Ext.300N.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
TYPE-2 DIABETICS – Gangrene of the genitals has
been associated with the use of SGLT2 Inhibitors, like
Invokana, Farxiga, Jardiance. Call Pulaski 800-8009815 – you may be entitled to compensation!
Roundup®, a common weed and grass killer, may
be linked to the development of Non-Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma in farm workers and employees in garden
centers, nurseries, and landscapers. Call 800-460-0606
for professional insight or visit www.RespectForYou.
com/NHL.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Be Your Own Boss! Get Paid to See the Country!
Quality Drive-Away is looking for CDL Drivers
to Deliver Trucks! www.qualitydriveaway.com,
574-642-2023.

WANTED
FREON R12 WANTED: Certified buyer will PAY
CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases of cans. 312-2919169; www.refrigerantfinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
283 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
facebook.com/themadisonvillemeteor

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE: WhileNOTICE:
most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge advertising
readers to use
caution
and when
All real estate
in this
newspaper
is in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Trade Commission
at 877-FTC-HELP.
The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
subject to theFederal
Fair Housing
Act which makes
it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status or national origin, or an intention or discrimination.” Familial status includes
children under the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available
on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

FIND US ON

FACEBOOK

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial
status or national origin, or an intention or discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

1702 E. Main St. • Next to Mustang Car Wash
Madisonville, Texas • 936.348.9977
Don Hatcher, Realtor® • Beverly Hatcher, Broker • Lisa Hatcher Taylor, Realtor • Terri Lalli, Realtor
HOMES

New Listing:
Burr Rd.,
Corner Lot, 2/1 Farmhouse with 1164 SF on
1.77 Acres $129,000.

Owner Financing Available: FM 1428 & FM
2158 with 6 different tracts to chose from.
Features include new fence and mature trees!!
Select your tract today!! $168,500.

Heath St

New Listing:
Leaning Oaks Ln Fixer Upper Cabin, Pond &
Creek with evidence of abundant wildlife on
10+/- Acres $122,900.

New Listing:
4/2 MH
on 2+ Beautiful Acres featuring 25x30 porch,
above ground pool, multiple outbuildings, &
pen. $159,900.

FM 2158 & FM 1428 Midway TX:
10+/- Acre Lots with paved road frontage
$168,500 each. Possible Owner Finance.

New Listing:
1525 E Morris St.
3/2/2 (cp) MH with Shop on .85 Acre. $99,500.
New Listing!!
3/2.5/2 in Vick Addition. $180,000.

New Listing:
Nice 3/2/1 Brick $119,000.

911 Anchor St

Madison St.
Brick 3/2/2 with 2 outbuildings $136,500.

$79,900
Leon County
Secluded 2/1 MH on 3.5+\- acres
approximately 2 miles of the Trinity River.
Great weekend getaway!!
$123,000
815 Stutts
Brick home with 3 bedroom, 3 bath, 2 car
garage, with large privacy fenced yard.
REDUCED!

FM 2346 Midway:
4 Acres with FM road frontage $60,000.

$189,500
Flynn
26.88 Acres with barn, pond, cabin & rolling
terrain. Great for homesite or hunting retreat!!!
$395,000.
FM 1372 North Zulch
3/2 Barndominium with loft on 17+/- Acres.
Workshop, stalls, fence & pond.

$189,000
S. Madison
Beautiful 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car carport on
2 acres. Sits on the corner of S Madison and
South St. Zoned residential or commercial.
$10,000/per acre
8 acres with 2 sides of frontage and high
visibility from I-45. Land is located minutes
away from town w/pond and land use is
unrestricted.
$10,000/per acre
10 acre corner tract with 2 sides of frontage
and high visibility from I-45. Land is located
minutes away from town and land use in
unrestricted.
$6,000
FM 2158
Approximately 40% open,
SOLD60% wooded, 166acre tract with lake, water well and stock pens.
Price is per acre.

This Week’s Feature

HOMES/ACREAGE

New listing!!
2 Commercial
buildings on nearly 1/2 acre ready for your
new business!! Bldg #1 has 2926 sf; #2
has 1972 sf (cad) along with an additional
shed. $110,000

New Listing:
FM 1119
Leon County 49.00+/- Acres with paved
Road Frontage $318,500 (6500/AC).
New Listing!!
Rocky Ridge Rd.
SOLD for hunting or
11.72 Acres great
recreation!! $79,500.

New Listing: Cottowood, North Zulch
25+/- Acres. Beautiful tract to build your
home, raise cattle or hunt!! $296,424.
New Listing:
Mustang Loop
2.5 Acres mostly open ready for your
custom or mobile home!! $55,000.

New Listing: Madisonville City Limits
9180 SF Commercial Bldg with Lg parking
lot and Hwy 21 frontage $559,000.

ML# 53450362
Well maintained brick home located in Vick
Subdivision, Madisonville!! Featuring 1788 SF (per
CAD), 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 2 car garage, kitchen
built in, walk in pantry, lots of storage, patio, and
large back yard. There is plenty of room here for
outdoor entertaining and pets!! This subdivision is
conveniently located close to shopping, grocery
store, restaurants, Lake Madison and I-45.

New Listing:
CR 179 Grimes Co.
MH on 4.89 Acres $99,000.

New Listing:
Midway
359.7 Acres with 2 ponds, fence, old Mobile Ho
me & FM 247 Frontage $6750/acre.
New Listing: Owner Financing Available!!
FM 2158 Land Available: 1-3 tracts of
restricted acreage (20+/- acres each) offering
unlimited opportunity for those wanting a
permanent country residence or weekend
retreat. Tracts present varying degrees of
openness but all are excellent choices for
hunting and/or agricultural purposes.
This
property is easily accessible with paved road
frontage and electricity is available. No mobile
homes or multifamily dwellings per restrictions;
2677 FM 2158 - 20+/- Acres $240,000
2803 FM 2158 - 20+/- Acres $240,000
2885 FM 2158 - 20+/- Acres $240,000

View all our listings at
www.dblrealestate.com

$295,000
Leon County
3 bedroom, 2 bath,
1 car garage, brick
SOLD
home. Sits on Hwy 7 with 12 plus acres.
Commercial or ranch.

COMMERCIAL

New Listing:
Cattle Trail, Midway
3/2 Cement Board Home on 8.9 Acres
with workshop. $249,000.

Wood Lane, South Madison Co.
Secluded 37+/- Acres with Travel Trailer
featuring approx. 90% wooded terrain,
Black Oak Creek & evidence of abundant
wildlife. $5500/Acre.

$875,000
Midway
10 acres with Hwy 21E and FM 2158
frontage.

Bundic Rd.
North Zulch
20 +/- Acres with fence, pond & utilities.
All Minerals that seller owns will convey!!
$175,000.
$129,000
Leon County
Farmhouse on 9.469 Acres with rolling terrain
and pond.
$350,000
New Listing:
Hwy 21 W Old Farmhouse & Mobile Home
on 5.00+/- Acres with 2 outbuildings. Great
residential and/or commercial location!!
FM 977 Leon Co:
205.268 Acres with picturesque views!! Rolling
hills, 2 ponds, fence and crossed fence, paved
road access, excellent exposure and ﬁve miles
to I-45. $3950/Acre.

New Listing
Centerville 4/2
MH on 8.5+/- Acres with Workshop & 1 Pond
REDUCED $145,000.

Accepting new
listings

New Listing:
810 Anchor
UNDER CONTRACT
St. Church Bldg on .376 Acres $90,000.
$499,000
21+/- Acres on Spur 67 & I-45.
Residential, Ranch and/or Commercial.
$350,000
New Listing:
Hwy 21 W Old Farmhouse on 5.00+/Acres with 2 outbuildings.

New Listing:
Acre Lot $20,000.

LOTS

Settlers Ln.

Hwy 75
Madisonville
near busy Hwy 21 Intersection. Commercially
Zoned 0.64 Acre Lot $30,000.
Lake Livingston
Deeded Waterfront Lot;
Bulkheaded, 2 Pier Boat Slip, RV Hook Up,
Water & Electricity on-site. $75,000.

RENTALS

Madisonville - 3/2, 2000 SF apartment w/
oak hardwood ﬂoors, solid pecan cabinets,
split ﬂoor plan & open concept kitchen/living/
dining $890.
Madisonville - 3 Commercial Lease buildings
located on Hwy 90, just off the square. 303 C,
683 SF & includes kitchenette; 303 E, 1718 SF,
has large open space & built-in desks; 301
C&D, 2400 SF w/ 2 bay doors & ofﬁce area.
Call for Details.

Like us on Facebook
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Mustangs fall to Palestine on Senior Night
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com

The Madisonville
Mustangs Basketball
team split a pair of district matchups over the
week with a road victory
in Rusk last Tuesday and
a loss to Palestine at MHS
in Friday’s Senior Night
matchup.
The seniors honored
on the court with their

families prior to the Palestine game were Jeremiah Gilbert, Keyon
Johnson, Aaron Nellums,
Reyshawn Moore and
Matthew Barrington. The
five players made up the
starting lineup for the
Mustangs.
“It is an example of the
bigger picture that we always preach,” said Madisonville Basketball Coach
Chris Reid on his seniors.
“We talk a lot about
things beyond basketball

such as character, family
and teamwork. This is a
very good group of kids
and it was a blessing that
all of their parents were
able to come to support
them.”
The Mustangs got off
to a slow start on Friday and fell behind 14-0
after failing to score in
the opening six minutes.
They were able to end the
quarter on a 5-0 run, but
were overwhelmed by
the press early and were

never able to get back
into the game down the
stretch.
“We were hoping to
control the tempo, that
was our game plan coming in,” said Reid. “But we
got down big and had to
change that. We were trying to dig ourselves out of
a hole the rest of the way
and it just did not work
for us.”
n see MUSTANGS, page 16
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By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com
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Madisonville women’s basketball Seniors (from left)
Jordan Rogers, Keilaya Crittendon, Jaycee Thomas
and Garlanesha Gilbert were honored on the court
with their families following their last home game
of the season on Friday at MHS.

Mustang soccer falls in Livingston
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com
The
Madisonville
Mustangs Soccer team
dropped a non-district
matchup to Livingston
last Tuesday before their
scheduled home match
against Hearne on Friday
was canceled.
The Mustangs lost the
road game to Livingston
by a score of 3-2 and were
led by two goals from
Mauricio Aceves. He was

assisted by Diego Guevara
and Dixon Veliz.
Madisonville
has
dropped back-to-back
games, the first a 3-0 road
loss to Cleveland on Jan.
25. They have just two
matchups left before they
host New Waverly at MHS
to begin district play this
upcoming Tuesday.
The team traveled to
Navasota on Tuesday to
battle the Rattlers and will
take on Sealy in another
road game on Friday at 7
p.m.

The Madisonville Mustangs Golf team began

their season with a victory
at the Willis Invitational
last Monday and a total
team score of 334.
Out of 120 golfers from
21 teams competing in the

M eteor
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Madisonville’s Mauricio Aceves looks to advance the
ball during a Mustangs home game at MHS.

Invitational, Madisonville
players finished as follows:
Jordan Prescott: Third;
Brylen Mills: Fourth; Brad
Rudis: Sixth; Brandon Larson: 14th; Max Allen: 25th;

Jordan Baker: 26th; Gage
Weeks: 27th.
Madisonville will compete in the Bullard Golf
Classic at Emerald Bay on
Wednesday.

Lady Bulldogs split a pair of district games
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com
The North Zulch Lady
Bulldogs basketball team
split a pair of district
games over the week

to result in a win-orgo-home season finale
against Burton on Tuesday for senior night at
NZHS.
The Lady Bulldogs fell
to Normangee at home
last Tuesday by a score

The Madisonville
Lady Mustangs basketball team remained winless in district at 0-7 with
a home loss to Palestine
on Senior Night by a
score of 52-49.
Seniors honored on
the court with their families following the action
were Garlanesha Gilbert,
Jordan Rogers, Jaycee
Thomas and Keilaya Crittendon. Rogers would
post 11 points in the effort for Madisonville and
Gilbert recorded three
assists.
“These ladies have
graduated and gone
through the program
for four years,” said
Madisonville Basketball
Coach Shana Taylor on
her seniors. “You do not
stay in a program for four

years unless you have
done the work, and they
did. They did everything
we asked them to do, so
it was a proud moment to
be here tonight.”
The Lady Mustangs
fell behind fast and found
themselves in a 9-0 hole
early in the first quarter.
They were then able to
find momentum and go
on a 10-4 run throughout the remainder of the
quarter. The Wildcats
started off the second hot
as well, but Madisonville
was within eight by the
half.
Rogers capped off
a momentum-shifting
third quarter when she
cut the deficit to just
one point with a threepointer late. The Lady
Mustangs took their first
lead of the game with six
minutes to play in the
n LADY MUSTANGS, page 16

North Zulch
falls in district

Madisonville golf starts year with top finish
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com

C ampbell Atkins

Lady Mustangs
miss playoffs

SENIOR NIGHT

Madisonville men’s basketball Seniors (from left)
Matthew Barrington, Aaron Nellums, Reyshawn
Moore, Keyon Johnson and Jeremiah Gilbert were
honored on the court with their families before their
last home game of the season on Friday at MHS.

photo by

Madisonville’s Keyon Johnson (23) goes up strong
against a Palestine defender during Friday’s Senior
Night loss.

of 67-35 before they took
down Burton 45-21 on
the road on Friday. It was
the second time they lost
to Normangee and their
second victory over Burton.
The Panthers, one of

the district’s top teams,
jumped out to a 15-2
lead over North Zulch in
the opening quarter and
did not look back. They
would post 21 points in
n LADY BULLDOGS, page 16

By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com
The North Zulch Bulldogs basketball team
dropped a pair of district
contests to Normangee
and Burton and are in
danger of missing the
postseason with two
games remaining in the
regular season.
“The team still believes they can get to
the playoffs,” said North
Zulch Basketball Coach
Matt Kirschner. “The
rest of our games are at
home and that will be a
big help. What we need
to do to get a win or two
is cut down on turnovers, specially against
tight pressure.”
North Zulch battled
Iola on Tuesday for senior night. With a win

against Somerville on
Friday, they would be in
a three-way tie for fourth
place. This would likely
result in a play-in tournament between the
three.
Last Tuesday at
NZHS, the Bulldogs lost
to Normangee by a score
of 72-40. The Panthers
posted 46 points in the
second and third quarters and never looked
back. Peyton Wolfe led
the way on scoring for
the Bulldogs with eight.
They shot 40 percent
from the field in the
game.
On Friday, they traveled to Burton and fell
63-48 on the road. North
Zulch managed just
four points in the third
quarter before charging
n see BULLDOGS, page 16

Brady, Patriots win sixth Super Bowl in low-scoring contest

T

he highest scoring season in NFL
history ended with
the lowest scoring Super
Bowl ever and the sixth
championship for the
New England Patriots
since 2001.
In an unexpected
twist, the high-powered
Los Angeles Rams offense
was stifled by the defense
of the Patriots. None of
their first eight offensive
drives lasted more than
five plays and all of them
ended in punts. They
would punt nine times in
the game.
But the LA defense
was just as impressive for
much of the night. The
Patriots left at least 10
points on the table and
held a slim 3-0 lead at
the halftime break. Tom
Brady was intercepted on

Eye on Sports
Campbell
Atkins
his first drive of the game
and was not able to get
his offense going consistently in the first half.
But wide receiver Julian Edelman, who was
named Super Bowl MVP,
was simply unstoppable
throughout the game.
Edelman hauled in 10
passes from Brady, most

of which resulted in first
downs, for a total of 140
yards.
The Rams were able to
tie the game at 3 late in
the third quarter, but they
missed a golden opportunity for more. Goff and
his offense were inside
the New England 30-yard
line when they decided
to take a shot deep downfield. Goff appeared to
have Brandin Cooks wide
open in the back of the
end zone, but cornerback
Jason McCourtey ran
across the field and broke
up the play. This would
ultimately be followed by
a sack and a field goal.
It was far from Brady’s
best night, but he answered the call when it
mattered most. With less
than 10 minutes to play
in the fourth, he led a

five play, 69-yard drive
that culminated in the
game’s only touchdown.
He found Edelman along
the way as well as Rob
Gronkowski, who hauled
in a beautiful pass at the
LA two-yard line. Sony
Michel would pound it
in for six and the Patriots
did not look back.
The last real hope for
LA would come on the
ensuing possession. Goff
would once again lead
the team inside the 30
before another missed
opportunity to Cooks
spelled their doom.
Cooks appeared to have
a play on a Goff pass in
the end zone, but was
not able to hang on. On
the next play, Goff would
again look for Cooks deep
but was under pressure
and intercepted by Ste-

www.madisonvillemeteor.com

phon Gilmore.
This would ultimately
decide the game. The Patriots used their running
game to chew up three
minutes of clock and set
up a field goal attempt
for Stephen Gostkowski.
He had missed earlier in
the game, but was able to
connect from 41 yards to
give New England a 13-3
lead and ensure the Lombardi Trophy.
Edelman certainly
deserved MVP for his efforts, but it was the defense that carried New
England across the finish
line. A fierce attack led
by Dont’a Hightower terrorized Goff from start to
finish and Bill Belichick
dismantled young Sean
McVay’s game plan.
Considering the era
and opponent, New En-

gland’s defensive performance in Super Bowl
53 could certainly be the
best the big game has
ever seen.
It was also poetic justice for Tom Brady. In
last year’s 41-33 loss to
the Philadelphia Eagles,
the highest scoring Super
Bowl of all time, Brady
threw for over 500 yards
with three touchdowns
and no interceptions.
Belichick also shockingly
benched starting cornerback Malcolm Butler against Philadelphia,
which certainly did not
help the defensive effort
against Nick Foles. But
on this night, Belichick
and his unit carried the
greatest quarterback of
all time.
n see CAMPBELL, page 16
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Lifters continue success
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com

Continued from page 15
fourth when Khyra Cooper laid in a bucket after a
steal. Cooper would lead
the team in scoring with
22 points.
Madisonville held a
39-36 lead, but a pair of
Palestine buckets shifted
the advantage back to the
other bench. They would
find a sliver of separation
down the stretch and
hold on for the threepoint win.
“They always play hard,
but make too many mistakes,” said Taylor. “By
the end of the game, those
mistakes are a mountain.
But the effort is always
there, that is never a question. We just have to play
better basketball.”
Madisonville also lost
in Rusk last Tuesday by a
score of 44-38. They were

LADY
BULLDOGS
Continued from page 15
the fourth to cruise to a
32-point win.
“After the game, I told
the girls that we play in a
district with three teams
that could win multiple playoff games,” said
North Zulch Basketball
Coach Michael Stenseth.
“(Normangee) is a very
athletic, competitive
and experienced team.
We would look good for

CAMPBELL
Continued from page 15
However they got
there, the duo of Brady
and Belichick continues to rule the world of
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Madisonville’s Garlanesha Gilbert drives on a Palestine defender during Friday’s
home loss on Senior Night.
not able to find an offensive rhythm in the first
half and it was too much
to overcome in the second.
Cooper led the Lady
Mustangs in scoring in

Rusk with 16 points and
was followed by Jyah
Burns with 10. Daiona
Johnson recorded nine
points as well as nine assists in the effort. Cooper
led the way in rebounds

with 12.
The Lady Mustangs,
who will not qualify for
postseason play, traveled
to Fairfield on Tuesday
for their final game of the
season.

a few possessions and
then look like a junior
high team on others.”
Lakin Maddin scored
14 points to lead the
Lady Bulldogs and
was followed by Kaitlyn Douga with 11 and
Cheyanne Wallen with
eight. Maddin buried
four three-point shots in
the game and Douga hit
three.
The team traveled to
Burton on Friday for a
rematch with those Panthers, who they defeated
77-25 on Jan. 15. With
the magnitude of Tuesday’s game against Iola,

Stenseth spent most of
his practice time leading
up to Burton focused on
that matchup.
“We wanted the extra
time to prepare for Iola
and used the Burton
game to work on some
of the things we needed
to fix,” said Stenseth.
“I thought we would
be mature enough to
handle that, which was
not the case after the
first quarter, but we got
things corrected and
locked down on defense.”
North Zulch was
trailing 10-8 after the

opening quarter but
outscored Burton 37-11
the rest of the way and
shut them out in the
third quarter. Maddin
hit three three-pointers and led the team in
scoring once again with
18. Shelby Harkrider recorded seven points and
Wallen added eight.
The Lady Bulldogs
held their senior night
at NZHS against Iola on
Tuesday night. A win
would result in another
game against Iola in the
first round of the playoffs while a loss would
end their season.

football. They have competed in nine of the last 17
Super Bowls and won six
of them, a feat almost unimaginable in a modern,
single-elimination format
that promotes constant
parity. And the final chapter remains to be written.

The 41-year old Brady
will be back with his Patriots to defend their title
next season. Judging by
their performance over
the last month, there is
no reason to believe they
will not put up a serious
fight while doing so.

They may, however,
be without the services
of Gronkowski moving
forward. The 29-year-old
tight end has been mulling retirement and is expected to announce his
future plans in the coming weeks.

The Madisonville
Powerlifting team traveled to Tarkington on
Thursday and finished
with another strong performance while improving their weight totals
in hopes of qualifying
for the regional championship in Malakoff on
March 9.
Results:
First Place: Corban Rodriguez, 220-pound wt
class, 1,490 pounds
Second Place: Micheil
Harrell, 220-pound wt
class, 1,255 pounds
Second Place: Desmond
Walls, 148-pound wt
class, 1,000 pounds
Third Place: Asa Surface,
181-pound wt class,

1,045 pounds
Fourth Place: Ethan
Williams, 220-pound wt
class, 1,145 pounds
Matthew Eason, 165pound wt class, 835
pounds
Patrick Brazzell, 165pound wt class, 885
pounds
Cade Colwell, 198pound wt class, 945
pounds
Tim Swonke, 220-pound
wt class, 960 pounds
Sam Stevenson, 220pound wt class, 790
pounds
Al Angeles, 275-pound
wt class, 1,075 pounds
The Mustang Powerlifters will gather in
Waller for their last meet
before the qualifier on
Feb. 21. Weekly results
can be viewed at www.
thspa.us.
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“We will review the
film, stats and shot
charts from the first
Continued from page 15 two times we played
them,” said Reid. “We
The Mustangs fell to will revise our strategy
Palestine 74-45, but last and see what we have
Tuesday’s 65-52 win to do to get a win this
over Rusk gave them time.”
two victories in district.
The first of the two
They will close the reg- road games took place
ular season out with on Tuesday in Fairfield
two road games in Fair- and the Mustangs will
field and Mexia, who tipoff at 7:30 p.m. in
defeated them the first Mexia on Friday for the
season finale.
time around.

BULLDOGS
Continued from page 15
back in the final eight
minutes. They posted
27 points in the fourth
quarter, but Burton
matched them with 19 of
their own to safely take
the 15-point victory.
Tyler Holder led
the scoring charge for
the Bulldogs with 10
points on the night,

which included a pair of
three-pointers. He was
followed by Eli Juarez
with eight and Stephen
Harris with seven. As a
team, North Zulch shot
41 percent from the
floor.
After hosting Somerville at NZHS on Friday, the Bulldogs will
welcome Snook to their
home for the final game
of the regular season.
Both games will tipoff at
6:15 p.m.

offers the following services:

Notary
Public
2018 Model Year Clearance

Price varies

72 Months at

Copies

0% APR

Black & White
50¢ per page
Color
$1 per page

on all remaining
2018 Chevrolet Silverado 1500’s
and GMC Crewcab SLT’s in stock.

Faxes
$1 per page
Disclaimer: 72 months @ 0% APR available through GM Financial with approved A+ and A1 tier applications. 72 months @ 0% APR not compatible with $15,000 off MSRP offer.
Low APR programs are in lieu of factory rebates. All offers with approved credit and art for illustration purposes only. Offers available on in stock inventory only and all
vehicles subject to prior sale. 72 months @ 0% offer not compatible with prior pricing offers, other ad prices, prior trade offers, or prior sales. Ad expires 02/28/2019.

Preowned Blowout Specials

HJ2127A 2015 Chevy Tahoe LTZ.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36989
HK4021A 2015 Chevy Tahoe LT.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35989
15522 2016 Cadillac XTS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25989
15528 2017 Ford Expedition EL 4x4.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$27989
HJ5623A 2015 Chevy Silverado 1500.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24989

15520 2015 Toyota Camry.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19989
HJ3338A 2014 Chevy Silverado.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17989
15526 2017 Nissan Juke.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13989
HK5085A 2009 Dodge Ram.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7989
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