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Child abuser sentenced to life without parole
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com

‘Round Town
Gala Nettles
Our sick folks are all getting better.
Adna Hawthorne, who
had a tough time at first following surgery to remove
a cancerous mass has now
been moved to a regular
hospital room and doing
much better. That surgery
was on her 88th birthday.
I still don’t have that address to send her cards, but
don’t give up on me! I’m trying to get it. Should you have
Mrs. Adna’s address would
you please share it?
The news is also good
about Ryder Davis. As we
went to press last week,
Ryder, son of Casee and Justin Davis, was undergoing
major surgery following an
accident that mangled his
foot. Since then his medical team continues to be
pleased with his improvements.
Ryder still has several
days in the hospital, though.
That address is Texas Children Hospital, Ryder Davis
#1136, 6621 Fannin St,
Houston, Tx 77030.
Here’s what’s going on
‘round our town.
It’s December! Get out
those Christmas lights!
Brighten up the house inside and out with lights that
reflect your Christmas spirit.
Yes, you can say decorating
is too much trouble, or that
you don’t waste your money
on lights. A strand or two of
lights, though, doesn’t cost
that much these days and
there’s more ways to decorate than to string them
along your roof line.
Wrap lights around the
door, buy the special ones
that can be thrown over the
top of your shrubbery or
maybe wrap the bottom of
a tree.
Each year Ronnie and I
enjoy making a cup of hot
chocolate, loading a dog
or two in the car with us
and driving around town to
enjoy our town’s display of
the Christmas spirit. Sadly,
last year, the number of
decorated homes had really diminished. Christmas
though, is the only time we
show our pleasure in a holiday by decorating the outside of our home as well as
the inside. Try it; it really will
boost your Christmas spirit,
as well as others like me who
enjoy seeing them, and what
wonderful memories you
will make!
If you’re reading this on
Wednesday, and surely you
are, it’s the day for the annual KBTX Food for Families Food Drive. This is the
23rd year KBTX has been
sponsoring the event to
help gather food for those
in need. All donations made
see NETTLES page 6

Madisonville resident Felicia
Mulkey pleaded guilty to one
count of Continuous Sexual
Abuse of a Child, one count of
Super Aggravated Sexual Assault of a Child and two counts
of Possession of Child Pornography in the 278th District Court
in Madison County, according
to a press release from the office of District Attorney Brian
Risinger.
She was sentenced to the
maximum punishment on all

charges and will
spend the rest of
her life in prison
without the possibility of parole.
Mulkey was
arrested on June
MULKEY
26, 2018 for the
abuses along
with Joseph Farris, who is currently awaiting trial.
Judge Hal Ridley sentenced
Mulkey after hearing evidence
that she filmed herself raping
her eight-year-old biological
daughter “hundreds of times.”
“The events of this case are
hard to believe, that a woman
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Madison County honored Earl Parker with a retirement party at the Courthouse
on Nov. 26 that was attended by a number of family members, friends and local
officials. Parker, who was the Election Administrator for 12 years, is pictured
with his successor Janet Boone and niece Renee Goddard.

he Greek philosopher Heraclitus noted
that the only constant in life is change.
Madisonville native and longtime community fixture Earl Parker would seem
to embody that notion: Baseball player, Madisonville High School Principal, computer salesman,
Madison County Elections Administrator.
But truly, the only constant in Earl Parker’s life
is Madison County.
And now, Parker pivots again.
On Nov. 26, Parker retired as Madison County’s
Election Administrator after 12 years of service,
an occasion marked with a farewell party in the
Madison County Courthouse. Family and friends,
including Parker’s wife Jo Ann, attended the celebration along with a number of local officials. A
cake was served that featured the logo of Parker’s
alma matter, Texas Tech, as well as the county seal.
Election judge Janet Boone assumed the role of
elections administrator Monday.
Madison County Judge Tony Leago spoke
about Parker’s service to the crowd gathered in
the courthouse’s J.P. Courtroom.
“I want to thank you for the service you have
rendered to me and the other taxpayers in this
county,” said Leago. “The work you put in helped
ensure that we not only have elections of the highest integrity, but that we have something as residents to be proud of. The footprints that you have
made through the years are huge.”
see PARKER page 10

‘Texodus’ straining Texas’ power in Congress
By J. Edward Moreno
The Texas Tribune
WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep.
Kay Granger, R-Fort Worth,
was in Congress for more than
a decade before she narrowly
won a bid to become the top
Republican on the powerful
House Appropriations Committee last year.
That’s about how long it
takes to achieve a position like
that, especially on the committee that decides government
spending. Her placement there
was a big win for Texas Republicans in the House, giving one
of their own a considerable
amount of clout.
But the number of Texans
in Congress with Granger’s experience has been shrinking
dramatically in recent years.
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fice, the Texas Rangers, agents
from Homeland Security Investigations and the Madison and
Montgomery County District
Attorneys’ Offices.
Judge Ridley’s sentencing
came after testimonies from retired Texas Ranger Steven Jeter
and Special Agent Jeff Chappell
with Homeland Security Investigations.
Former Chief Prosecutor of
Child Exploitation cases Mary
Nan Huffman was sworn in to
assist Risinger as a special prosecutor.

Goodbye, Earl

This year, six of Granger’s GOP
colleagues from Texas, including five who would have had
at least a decade of experience
if they’d remained in their
seats past the next election,
announced retirement plans
— a run for the exits that Democrats termed the “Texodus.”
House members often come
and go, leaving room for new
leaders to represent the interests of millions of Texans.
In recent years, however, the
turnover has been high. That,
combined with Democrats taking control of the House, has
diminished the overall influence Texans carry in Congress.
“Regardless of who in the
party is in control, the fact that
these members are leaving,
see TEXODUS page 10

INSIDE THE METEOR

333 N. May Street

would ever do
something like
this to her own
child,”
said
Risinger in the
press release.
“We are fortuFARRIS
nate to have a
team of dedicated law enforcement professionals working so diligently for
the safety of our children and
community.”
Multiple agencies assisted
throughout the investigation
process, including members of
the Madisonville Police Department, Leon County Sheriff’s Of-
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Retiring Republ icans
Six Texa s Repub licans have a nnounce d t hey won't be r un ning again in 2020 .
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The LORD is close to
the brokenhearted
and saves those who
are crushed in spirit.

—Psalm 34:18
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County’s connection to Pearl Harbor attack
Saturday will mark the
78th anniversary of the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor, which was followed
by our country’s entry into
World War II. I have heard
from some folks that they
have things to share regarding family and Pearl
Harbor, and hopefully they
will before next year.
John Middleton Brownlee was born in Alabama in
1837, and shortly afterwards
his family moved to Siloam,
Mississippi, where he married Celia Elizabeth Sloan
in 1858. On March 1, 1862.
he enlisted in the Confederate Army, attached to
Company K, 35th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. In
April of 1865, he was taken
prisoner by Federal Forces
and sent to a prison camp
in Vicksburg, Mississippi,
where he was released on
May 6, 1865. He returned to
his family in Siloam.
According to Volume
1 of A History of Madison
County, in the early part of
1870, the Brownlee couple

Museum Musings
Laura Ann
Cannon
began their move to Texas.
They and their five small
children (two had previously died) first settled near
Bonham but later moved to
Paris, Texas. By the mid1870s, they decided to relocate farther south. After
visiting both Bryan and
Madisonville, they decided
to make Madisonville their
permanent residence.
The Brownlee couple
bought a farm of over 100
acres, which fronted partially on the south side of
what is now Highway 21,

where Tractor Supply now
does business. They continued their farming operations
and raising their family,
which had been increased
with the births of seven more
children. John M. Brownlee,
Sr, died on March 20, 1927,
following complications
from a horse and buggy accident. Wife Celia died June
8 the same year, after an extended illness.
Of their 12 children,
some remained in Madisonville and some moved
away. John D. Brownlee
(1879-1943) was an architect here. William R.
Brownlee (1867-1929)
married Willie Kavanaugh,
and I have read they raised
a large family here, but that
is all I have found. J.M.
Brownlee, Jr. (1865-1948)
married Pearl Wycough,
with who he had five children, including Milton M.
Brownlee (1904-1961),
whom many of us remember as a lawyer here and
husband of Katie Brownlee.
One of the original cou-

ple’s sons, Ivy Rush Brownlee (1886-1957), was born
here. He married Frances
“Fannie” Keene and they
made Corpus Christi their
home. Their only son, William John Brownlee, (19221941), graduated from
Corpus Christi High School
in the spring of 1939 and,
with his parents’ consent,
enlisted in the Army Air
Corps on October 4, 1939.
Private William John
Brownlee, called Billy Jack,
was stationed at Hickam
Field, Honolulu, Hawaii, on
that fateful day, December
7, 1941. Hickam Air Force
Base was one of Japan’s
primary targets. When the
Imperial Japanese Navy attacked, its planes bombed
and strafed the base to eliminate air opposition and
prevent American aircraft
from following them back
to their aircraft carriers.
Hickam suffered extensive
damage, aircraft losses and
loss of life, with 189 people
killed and 303 wounded.
19-year-old Private

Brownlee’s parents had not
seen him since his enlistment over two years earlier
when they received a telegram from the War Office
on December 10, 1945.
Later they were quoted as
having said they’d had a
premonition since the attack. The Corpus Christi
Caller-Times newspaper
printed a portion of the
telegram which read, “The
Secretary of War desires
me to express his deep
regret that your son was
killed in the line of defense
of his country at Hickam
Field, Territory of Hawaii,
on December 7…” and was
signed “Adjutant General
Adams, Washington, D.C.”
The photo that appeared
with that article was one
taken of Billy Jack when he
was a route carrier for the
Caller-Times for over two
years in high school.
Private Brownlee was
the first Pearl Harbor casualty reported for Corpus
Christi. Soon afterwards
Jaycees there launched ef-

forts to rename a street in
his honor, and in August
of 1942, the City Council
approved renaming 13th
Street to Brownlee Boulevard. It still bears that name
and is a bit southwest of
downtown Corpus Christi.
We at the Museum and in
the Madison County Historical Commission are mourning the recent death of our
curator, Jane Day Reynolds.
She had served us in that
capacity since summer of
2015. Jane loved our local
history and was always delighted when folks came in
to discuss it. Her knowledge,
smile, and laughter will be
greatly missed.
Madison County Museum, at 201 N. Madison
St., is open to the public
Wednesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Should
you want to mail something, the mailing address is
P.O. Box 61, Madisonville,
TX 77864. We would like
to visit with you about the
need for volunteers. Go in
or call 936.348.5230.

Patrick names panel to review Senate chamber art, decor placement
AUSTIN – Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick on Nov. 26 announced his appointment
of a committee to review
the history and procedures
for the placement of art and
other decor in the historic
Texas Senate Chamber.
Sen. Bryan Hughes,
R-Mineola, will serve as
chairman of the committee. Members appointed
include Sens. Paul Bettencourt, R-Houston;
Donna Campbell, R-New
Braunfels; Borris Miles,
D-Houston; Beverly Powell, D-Burleson; Charles

Capitol Highlights
Ed Sterling
Schwertner, R-Georgetown; and Kirk Watson,
D-Austin.

Books for
Christmas

According to the State
Preservation Board, the
chamber’s two brass chandeliers have been in place
since 1890 and 15 historical
Texas paintings were hung
in the room before 1915.
Also, a portrait of Stephen
F. Austin by an unknown
artist behind the lieutenant
governor’s desk dates from
circa 1836, making it one
of the oldest pieces in the
Capitol.
In the announcement,
Patrick mentioned that in
2015, he resumed the annual practice of placing a

Christmas tree in the historic chamber after many
years with no tree.

FUND TRANSFER IS
ANNOUNCED

Texas Comptroller
Glenn Hegar on Nov. 25
announced the transfer of
$3.33 billion into the State
Highway Fund and into
the Economic Stabilization
Fund, commonly known as
the Rainy Day Fund.
Each fund received
more than $1.66 billion,
or 50% of the total transfer. The transfer amounts

We’re Looking
Out for You

Visit the Little Free Library at Lake
Madison Park in December
Pick out a wrapped children’s book
for someone special
Thank you to our donors who
made this possible

Merry Christmas!
Little
Free
Library

Call or visit us online today for a free,
no-obligation policy review and rate quote!
| Auto | Motorcycle | Home |
Quality Coverage + Fast Claims + Friendly Service

ARIGHTINSURANCE
MG ENCY--404 C N M
May St
St.
Madisonville, Texas 77864
936-348-2241 • www.arightins.com

are based on crude oil and
natural gas production tax
revenues in excess of 1987
collections. If either tax
generates more revenue
than the 1987 threshold, an
amount equal to 75% of the
excess is transferred, according to an agency news
release.
In November 2014,
voters approved a constitutional amendment
allocating at least half of
these severance taxes to
the Rainy Day Fund, with
the remainder going to the
State Highway Fund for use
on non-toll highway construction, maintenance and
right-of-way acquisition.

DISASTER FUNDS:
PLAN SET

Texas Land Commissioner George P. Bush on
Nov. 21 announced the
release of the state’s action
plan detailing the distribution and eligible uses of
some $4.3 billion in Community Development Block
Grant Mitigation funds.
The funds, coming from
the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development, are to be used to
assist Texas communities
with mitigation projects,
addressing risks within the
areas impacted Hurricane
Harvey and floods in 2015
and 2016.
“Hurricane Harvey was
a storm of historic proportions with more than $100
billion in property damage and immeasurable
disruption to the lives of
Texans,” Bush said. “Many
communities in Texas have

#1 Super Duty Dealer In The Nation
2 Years Running *

BillFickFord.com
737 I-45 South - Huntsville, Texas 77340
*BASED ON 2018 NEW CAR SALES REPORT

faced repeated flooding...
With this action plan, the
General Land Office will
prioritize large-scale projects to maximize available
infrastructure funding to
improve the resiliency of
Texas homes, businesses
and infrastructure from future storms.”

GRANT TO ENHANCE
LIFELINE

Dr. Courtney N. Phillips, Texas Health and
Human Services executive
commissioner, on Nov. 26
announced the agency is
receiving a two-year grant
of more than $3 million
from the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline’s State
Capacity Building Initiative.
The goal is to increase
the state’s capacity to provide free, confidential emotional support and services
to people in suicidal crisis or emotional distress.
Grant funds will be used
to assist Texas call centers
in answering more calls
from residents, reducing
wait times and connecting
them to local treatment facilities, support and nearby
crisis or emergency service
centers, Phillips said.
Health and Human Services plans to contract with
four local mental health
authorities to implement
the grant in March 2020:
The Harris Center for Mental Health and IDD, Integral Care (Travis County),
MHMR of Tarrant County
and Emergence Health
Network in El Paso County.

ANTITRUST CLAIMS
RESOLVED

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton on Nov. 25
announced that his office
has reached a settlement
with T-Mobile resolving
the state’s antitrust claims
against the proposed
merger of mobile wireless
telecommunications service providers Sprint and
T-Mobile.
According to an agency
news release, the agreement is designed to prevent
the New T-Mobile from increasing prices for wireless
services on Texans for five
years after the merger is
complete.
Also, it commits the
New T-Mobile to:
• Give all Texas customers access to T-Mobile limited data rate plans at a cost
far below what is currently
offered in the industry;
• Commit to provide 5G
wireless broadband coverage to areas where most
Texans live, including most
Texans living in rural portions of the state within the
next three years and to expand that 5G coverage dramatically within the next
six years; and
• Offer Texas residents that are currently
employed by Sprint and
T-Mobile substantially
similar employment with
the New T-Mobile.
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Courtesy Photo

Madisonville
Elementary
Students of
the Month for
December (back
row, from left)
Bryson Warfield,
Anna Sparks,
Eduardo Zavala,
Roselee Seay,
(front, from
left) Christopher
Adams, Silvia
Medina, Braulio
Villicana and
McKinzie
Schleiff.

Obituaries
Glenrose
Wadsworth

Graveside services for
Glenrose Wadsworth,
age 87, were held 3 P.M.,
Tuesday,
December
3, 2019 at
Madisonville Cemetery.
Glenrose
Randolph
GLENROSE
Wadsworth WADSWORTH
was born
August 6, 1932 in Madisonville, Texas to Glen
Wycough Randolph &
Ruby Mae Shannon. She
worked as an executive
secretary and lived most
of her life in Houston,
Texas. Mrs. Wadsworth
passed away Novem-

Ellen Marie
(Janes) Mince

Ellen Marie (Janes)
Mince; 94 years, 8 months,
1 day; passed away peacefully on Tuesday; November
26,
2019
in
Madisonville, TX
with her
family by
her side.
ELLEN MARIE
Funeral
s e r v i c e s (JANES) MINCE
are scheduled for 2 PM on Sunday;
December 1, 2019 at Day

ber 25, 2019 in Houston
following a lengthy illness. She was preceded
in death by both of her
parents; husband, Albert
Hodges Wadsworth and
son, Gregory Kent Howton.
Surviving
family
members include son,
Marc Randolph Howton;
daughter, Randa Karen
McDonough; granddaughters, Sarah Ellen
Hudson and Mandy Rose
Doggett and great-grandchildren, Noah Alexander Doggett and Rebekah
Dean Doggett.
The family of Mrs.
Wadsworth would like to
acknowledge a few people who were instrumental in Mrs. Wadsworth’s
wellbeing the last years
of her life. “Mom lived

many years after suffering
a stroke, and she needed
help, both physically and
for vocalization. Since we
lived in Dallas, and mom
refused to move, these
people were her local lifelines:”
Sophie - her long-term
maid who turned into
friend, who turned into
caregiver. Sophie essentially moved in with mom
for the last year or more,
spending most nights
sleeping at mom’s house
to make sure she was ok.
Without Sophie, we would
have had to drag mom,
kicking and screaming
“No,No,No,No,No”(one
of her favorite phrases) all
the way, into an assisted
living home. Mom was
bound and determined
to live out her life in her

house, and Sophie made
that possible. She drove
mom to all her outside
ventures, weekly hair
stylist, grocery runs, you
name it, Sophie was there.
Alison - neighbor,
friend, and health advocate. Since moving in
next door, Alison quickly
became a friend to mom,
and as a retired nurse, was
a valuable source of information. She soon turned
into moms Formal Health
Advocate and was invaluable making sure mom
was taken good care of in
her many hospital trips
she endured. Also interfacing with mom’s doctors to make sure that all
interactions were instrumental, not detrimental,
to mom’s health.
Brooke - mom’s sec-

Funeral Home Chapel
in Madisonville, TX. The
visitation is scheduled to
begin at 1 PM prior to the
service. Larry Grimes will
officiate. The burial will
follow at The National
Cemetery in Houston, TX
at 11 AM on Thursday;
December 5, 2019 where
Ellen will be laid to rest
next to her husband, Loyd
Mince.
Ellen was born on
March 25, 1925 in China
Grove, TX to Charlie and
Katherine “Kittye” (Martin) Janes and was preceded in death by her
parents; her husband; her

daughter, Marilyn Sue
“Tiny” Mince Farrell; as
well as Marilyn’s husband,
Lynn Farrell; her six sisters; and her two brothers.
Ellen is survived by
her children, Charlene
Bridges (J. Earl), Angie
Harrington (Ronny),
and Dennis Loyd Mince
(Tonya); her grandchildren, Leslie Godwin (William), Haley Clevenger
(James), Cannon Harrington (Brannon), Colton
Harrington (Kaley), Ashley Farrell, Courtney
Foster (Justin), Randall
Mince (Liv), and Brandon
Mince (Ashley); twelve

great-grandchildren; and
numerous nieces and
nephews.
The family would like
to thank the entire staff at
Madisonville Care Center and Traditions Hospice for the love, care and
support they provided for
their mother and their
family.

ond caregiver. She was
with mom a few days a
week during the day to
give Sophie time away.
Brooke is a joyful person
to be around, and she
did her best to keep mom
happy and healthy. Mom
was usually “disagreeable” with most caregivers, so the fact that Brooke
stuck around is a testa-

ment to her good outlook.
Brooke is not a caregiver
by trade, just a neighborhood girl who took on the
task with mom, making it
an even bigger showing of
her character.
Arrangements were
under the direction of
Madisonville Funeral
Home in Madisonville,
Texas.

HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!
Need a
new ATV?

Community Service
Credit Union
Why wait? Apply online!

www.cscutx.com
936-295-3980
Federally insured by NCUA

250 FM 2821~Huntsville
2526 Montgomery Rd. ~ Huntsville

NOW LEASING
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24-HOUR MONITORED
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE
AND SECURITY

Climate Controlled Spaces
5’x5’x14’ • 5’x10’x14’ •5’x15’
10’x10’x14’ • 10’x15’x14’

NOW OFFERING
BOAT AND RV
PUBLIC STORAGE

Non/Climate
5’x15’ • 10’x15’ • 10’x20’

D&J Storage

DAVE

AND
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Dave Ward Investment

1900 E. Main • Madisonville • 936-348-7277

Office Hours: Tues.-Fri. 9am - 3pm | After Hours Call: 936-349-2200

Madisonville’s
Christmas Parade
SATURDAY, DEC. 7 • 6 P.M.

The theme for this year’s Christmas Parade is

“A Patriotic Christmas”

Below is the entry form for participants.
Please cut this form out and return it to the
Madison County Chamber of Commerce
at 113 W. Trinity Street, next to the Truman Kimbro
Center on the Square in Madisonville
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Person Responsible for Entry:

.. ...
•

~

I

..I

•

~

•

f

♦

I

..
••
..••
f,

Mary and Donovan Gilbert will
celebrate their 20th anniversary

~ December 4th. They are wished

f

-----------------------------------------------

a happy anniversary by their kids
Shanqe, Unique, Heaven and
their grandchildren, Zoriah and
Jaxon. The family also wishes a
happy birthday to mom Mary who

• ANNIVERSARY
• celebrates on December 5th.

Entry Title:
Address:
Phone #:
Other Contact:
Category of Entry
q Business q School Organization q Preschool/Daycare q Other
Entry Type
q Float
q Mounted (horses)

q Band
q Decorated Vehicle

q Marching
q Specialty
q Bicycle/Go Cart/4-Wheeler

Entry Description for Official Program (Describe your entry in 2-3 sentences):

-----------------------------------------------

Size of Float:

•• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

••••••••••••

Deadline for Entry is Wednesday, December 4. There is to be no Santa Claus on any entry
in the parade. Entrants must be at Lake Madison Park no later than 4:30 p.m. on the day
of the parade. Santa will visit with the children at the Truman Kimbro Center
after the parade to take their Christmas list.
Punch and cookies will be served.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT LIZ WARD AT

936-348-3591
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OFFICE
P.O. Box 999
205 N. Madison Street
Madisonville, Texas 77864
936-348-3505 (phone)
936-348-3338 (fax)
HOURS
Monday through Friday
8 a.m. until 5 p.m.
Closed on Saturdays,
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Madisonville Meteor encourages readers to
submit letters to the editor. Priority will be given to
those letters pertaining to Madison County issues.
All letters are published at the discretion of the
editor. To be published, letters must adhere to the
following criteria:
• Letters must be signed by the writer and include a
telephone number where the writer may be reached
for verification of authenticity; this information
will not be published. Unsigned letters will not be
considered for publication. The Madisonville Meteor
reserves the right to edit any letter for brevity and
content.
• Letters that are considered by management to
be libelous or in poor taste will not be published —
this includes letters that attack private individuals
and businesses. Letters praising a business will be
reviewed and published on a case-by-case basis.
• Letters endorsing or denouncing political
candidates are discouraged and will not be published
after early voting has begun.
• Letters from political candidates will not be
published during election season.

DEADLINES
B Section – sports and school news, retail ads due
noon Friday. Word ads due 10:30 a.m.
Monday.
A Section – news 5 p.m. Friday (unless it happened
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Foiled by fall foliage
W

ar has come
to my yard!
But this battle
doesn’t involve modern
conventional weapons
with individual rounds
of ammunition that cost
almost as much as my
eldest and most expensive daughter’s wardrobe.
Instead, this is a battle
against one of the most
annoying forces of nature known to man – the
scourge of autumn leaves.
At some point in midfall, all of the delinquent
trees in my neighborhood
get together in the middle
of the night to vape and
prank the middle-aged
neat freak with the tidy
lawn compulsion. The
next morning I awaken
to find my lawn adorned
with what some people
might consider a charming, colorful mosaic, but I
view it as a cruel conspiracy involving the great
outdoors and the Hefty
Corporation to coerce
me into doing yard work
long after my grass has
finally quit growing and
turned an exquisite lifeless-beige.
Of course, I realize that
during autumn and early
winter, falling leaves –
along with Walmart running out of canned chili
with no beans – is one of

Guest Column
Jase Graves
the unavoidable laws of
nature and a by-product
of living in densely forested East Texas.
What seems especially unfair, though, is
that most of the leaves
that seek asylum on my
property are from other
people’s trees. It’s as if
Mother Nature is trying
to stand out in a crowded
presidential primary by
adopting a radical scheme
of reverse leaf-litter socialism. I’ve seriously considered building a great and
beautiful wall – and having the neighbors pay for
it. I’m also currently trying to decide whether it
would be rude to ask them
to retrieve their own fugitive leaves from my yard.
After all, I occasionally
clean up after my daughters’ scruffy doglets when

they attempt to sabotage
the lawns and sneakers
of the folks next door with
their homemade puppy
truffles.
Speaking of dogs,
when my three girls were
younger, we owned two
loveable and chronically
smelly Chinese pugs who
spent a good deal of time
transforming our yard
into a Lincoln-Log minefield. One fine autumn
day, I decided to gather up
a pile of leaves for the girls
to jump in – since one of
the greatest delights of
children is to wallow in a
mound of filthy yard rakings and emerge with a
pantload of pine straw.
Although I thought I had
been diligent in picking
up after the pugs, my middle daughter soon found
the needle in the haystack
– or in this case, the doodie in the leaf pile – and
was wearing it like a therapeutic body mask. Luckily, the smell went away
after a couple of weeks.
Probably the most exasperating leaf crisis I
experience each year results from our rain gutters
emitting tractor beams
that exclusively attract
dead foliage – and the
occasional lizard corpse.
Sure, I could pay to have
those fancy gutter guards

installed for around the
price of a double hip
replacement, but that
would rob me of the pleasure of balancing myself
on a rickety ladder in gale
force winds while I reach
into the downspouts to
drag out what looks like
the aftermath of an alien
C-section.
And that’s to say nothing of the full-blown toga
party of unbridled leafage hosted by our swimming pool when the cold
weather of the holiday
season arrives. On any
given night, I can often be
found freezing my sugarplums off in the back tundra as I scoop a metric ton
of soggy and heavily chlorinated flora from the arctic waters of the old prune
tank.
On a positive note, falling leaves do announce
the arrival of some of the
most special times of the
year, when families gather
around warm fireplaces,
enjoy uplifting fellowship
and engage in protracted
overeating. Which reminds me – if I ever get
all these leaves picked up,
I can make it to Walmart
before they run out of
chili.
Graves
is
an
award-winning humor
columnist from East Texas.

Some Texas pols edging into
political desert: the middle

I

t’s a bit much to suggest that the middle in
Texas politics is blossoming into a giant political force, but there are
signs of life outside the
most progressive and conservative corners of the
electorate.
Some of it is rhetorical,
as in Joe Straus’ recent
essay on LGBTQ rights in
Newsweek. The former
Texas House speaker was
writing to say the U.S. Supreme Court should side
with those who believe
civil rights protections include LGBTQ Americans.
“This may not be a
common public position
for a Texas Republican
politician, but it reflects
majority opinion in the
state, including majorities
of Republicans and Democrats, and people of every
race and every major faith
tradition,” he wrote.
He recalled his opposition to the so-called
bathroom bill in 2017 —
legislation intended to
require people to use the
public restrooms that correspond with their sex at
birth.
The months-long debate over that legislation
was unusual for a social
and cultural issue in Texas,
pitting not only Republicans against Democrats,
but also socially conservative Republicans against
socially moderate members of their own party.

Guest Column
Ross Ramsey
In a moment for the
middle, that legislation
failed. And it was clear
the social conservatives
in elected office heard the
crowd; no serious attempt
was made to revive the
battle in this year’s legislative session.
During his 10 years as
speaker, Straus regularly
found himself taking positions to the left of some
very conservative state
leaders. He’s conservative
— but was rarely conservative enough for the likes
of Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick,
Gov. Greg Abbott and the
socially conservative activists in the GOP.
But the middle isn’t
as lonely as it once was.
During the most recent
session, Abbott and Patrick, along with House
Speaker Dennis Bonnen,
focused legislators on public education and property
taxes, generating major
bills on those subjects that

many of their party’s most
fervent activists nevertheless considered too moderate.
What the leaders and
lawmakers considered
a win, some of those Republicans considered
wishy-washy: too much
increased spending on
public schools and no real
tax cuts for homeowners
and others seeking property tax relief.
Another win for the
middle, or if you prefer,
for the less conservative of
the available conservative
options.
Gun laws offer another
peek, as The Texas Tribune’s pollsters recently
pointed out in detail. The
voters haven’t made major
changes in their positions,
but the opinions of more
voters are being considered as the state becomes
politically competitive.
Winning a Republican
primary no longer guarantees a November victory,
and those independent,
middle-of-the-road voters who don’t show up for
primaries have more clout
now.
Republican state leaders are talking about things
that, for reasons of fear
or belief, they didn’t talk
about before. “Red flag”
laws that allow judges
to temporarily take guns
away from people who are
dangerous to themselves
or others are under discus-

sion in this strong Second
Amendment state. So are
expansions to background
checks to include firearm
sales between individuals
who don’t know one another.
And there will be some
early tests of this on the
left as well. Former New
York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg has filed to run
in a Texas Democratic primary for president. That
will give Texans a chance
to say which sort of liberals
they favor, choosing from
a field that includes mayors, senators and others
who range from moderate
to progressive.
The results might be
surprising. In 2018, Democrats won a dozen seats
in the Texas House away
from Republicans, and in
several cases, the political
swings were dramatic.
Instead of jumping
from a Republican to a
moderate Democrat, some
districts hopped from deep
red to deep blue, choosing
progressive Democrats to
replace conservative Republicans.
Voters in those places
reacted dramatically, taking an abrupt change in
direction. Perhaps their
political views flipped.
Maybe they were just mad
at their incumbents. It’s
possible they were looking for middle ground and
just couldn’t find any company there.
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Community
Calendar
Winter Storytime at
library
Winter Storytime for
babies, toddlers, and
preschoolers at the
Madison County Library
begins Thursday and
continues through Feb.
27, with some holiday
closures. Storytime begins
every Thursday at 10 a.m.
for a 30- to 45-minute
program
of
stories,
songs, poems, rhymes,
fingerplays, feltboard
activities,
movement
activities, and crafts.
The library will host a
Christmas party on Dec.
19 and a Valentine party
on Feb. 13. Registration is
required. Please come by
the library at 605 S. May
St. or call 936-348-6118
for more information.

Second Shepherd’s Play
in Bryan
The Blinn CollegeBryan Campus Theatre
Arts Program will stage
a medieval mystery play
in December called The
Second Shepherd’s Play,
featuring comic and
spiritual themes: Preceding
the story of the visitation
by the shepherds to the
manger to see the newborn
Christ, the shepherds
must first rescue a lamb
snatched by a renowned
sheep-stealer.

The play will be
presented at two free
outdoor performances at
6 p.m. and 7 p.m. Friday
on the front steps of Saint
Andrew’s Episcopal Church
in Bryan.
During the play, West
26th Street in front of the
church will be closed for
the performance. Guests
are invited to bring chairs
or blankets and watch the
action from the street.

Journey Through
Bethlehem
The annual Journey
Through Bethlehem, a
presentation of Bethlehem
as it was on the night
Jesus was born will be
held from 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
at the Walker County
Fairgrounds located at
3925 State Highway 30,
Huntsville, TX. Visitors
will experience live
animals and scores of
volunteers dressed in time
period clothing sharing
customs, food, crafts,
and trades as they may
have been in Bethlehem
when shepherds arrived
seeking the Christ Child.
All activities are free after
a $1 admission “tax” is
paid per person. For more
information please visit:
journeythroughbethlehem.
com.

Lanier Stevens
Memorial Gospel Singing
The Midway Church of
Christ will host The Lanier
Stevens Memorial Gospel
Singing Tuesday in the
church’s Fellowship Hall.
Finger food will be served
at 6 p.m and the singing
will start shortly thereafter.
Dennis Ivey will be hosting
the event, and anyone
who likes to sing, play an
instrument or just listen to
some good ‘ole gospel,
country or Christmas music
is invited to attend.
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church Advent
activities
St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic Church
released their calendar
for Advent: Sundays at
4:00 pm, Evening prayer,
Benediction and preview
readings for upcoming
Sunday.
Angelus prayer given to
all families to pray during
Advent. It’s the story of the
Annunciation and more.
Image of Blessed
Mother passed around
each week for prayer.
Details at mass.
Jesse Tree. Activity for
all at home to reflect each
day on the Incarnation, the
Word made flesh, Jesus!
Dec. 13, 3 p.m. Parish
Penance Service.

Head Start
BVCAP Head Start is
a preschool program that
provides comprehensive
educational social services
to
eligible
children.
Head Start provides a
rich, developmentally
appropriate educational
curriculum, social services
to help with everyday
needs of life, mental health
services and nutrition
services. The facility is
at 901 B W. Trinity St. in
Madisonville. Call (936348-3915.
Parenting class
Safe Families of Brazos
Valley hosts a parenting
class at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic Church for
adults 18 years or older.
The class continues
every Thursday until
May 16, and meets from
5:30-7 p.m. Topics include
communication, family
fun, problem solving and
more. Dinner and childcare
provided.
There is no cost. For
more information and
registration: contact Noemi
Prado at (979-458-0325 or
by email at Noemi.Prado@
ag.tamu.edu.

a.m. and close at 5 p.m.
Dates of the Saturday
markets will include a
special “Twas the Saturday
Before Christmas” market
on Dec. 21, Feb. 15, May
16, August 15 and Nov.
21.
Post 335 requests
vendors to fill spots
available indoors and
outdoors for larger vendors
with specialty furniture,
lawn/garden, Food Trucks/
Tents, etc. The fee will
be $30 per 10’X10’ spot
and $40 per 10’X10’ spot
if need electricity (indoor
only).
Contact Suzanne Tullis
@ 713-201-8216 or email
alpost335vendorevent@
gmail.com
for
more
information.
WEEKLY
Madisonville GED and
ESL Classes
Adult GED (general
education
diploma)
classes will be held from
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays at 714
Bacon St. in Madisonville.
There is no charge for
attending.

American Legion
Quarterly Vendors
Market
The American Legion
Post 335 will host a
Vendors Market each
quarter through 2020
to continue to support
and serve Leon County
Veterans and Active
Military. The markets will
be held at the American
Legion building, 346 N.
Hwy 75 in Centerville
(1 mile north of the city
square). Doors open at 9

Jail Log
The following persons
were arrested or booked
into the Madison County
jail. All persons are presumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.
• Avila, Humberto,
public intoxication
• Barton, Robert
James, theft
• Carter, Brittany,
evading arrest
• Cates, Jason Arnold,
possession of a controlled
substance
• Cox, Douglas William, sex offender
• Dortch, Robert Travis, forgery
• Doying, Amber Nicole, burglary
• Farris, Joseph Demetrius, aggravated sexual
assault
• Ficker, Toby Chance,
assault
• Green, Lenarron
Leon, tampering or fabrication of physical evidence
• Griffin, Travis Michael, parole violation
• Grisham, Allen
Lloyd, criminal trespassing
•Halpain,
James
Franklin, manufacture or
delivery of a controlled
substance
• Herd, Kevin Ndifon,
forgery
• John, Angelo, possession of a controlled substance
• Johnson, David Darrell, aggravated assault

• Jones, Jennifer Nicole, assault
• Jones, Marrion Bob
III, possession of a controlled substance
• Keller, Terry Charles
Jr., failure to comply
• Kelley, Roldan
Deshon Jr., unauthorized
use
• King, Herman III,
possession of a controlled
substance
• Lara-Torres, Leopaldo, warrant
• Livingston, Derron
Anthony, evading arrest
• Meek, Glen Allen,
possession of a controlled
substance
• Miller, Samantha,

possession of a controlled
substance
• Morning, Christian
Leslie, bench warrant
•Mulkey,
Felicia
Broussard, aggravated
sexual assault
• Price, Melissa Dawn,
warrants
• Sanchez, Jose Angel,
criminal nonsupport
• Sanson, Joshua, possession of a controlled
substance
• Sills, Barry Lynn,
possession of a controlled
substance
• Simpson, Joshua
David, forgery
• Stanton, Aaron Edison, possession of a con-

Genealogy classes
Family
genealogy
classes are held from
10-11 a.m. Tuesdays at the
Madison County Library.
Information: 346-300-2525.
Prayer Warriors
A Madisonville prayer
group
meets
every
Saturday 1 p.m. at the
House of Hope old
chapel, 901 W. Trinity. For
information, call Ferney
Lord at 936-662-7856. All
are invited.

CINESTAR CINEMA
of Huntsville

See our website for
movies & times
www.huntsvillemovies.com
(936)291-0248 for show info

We would like to say a
“HUGE Thank You”
to the in-patient
Rehab Facility of
Chi St. Joseph Hospital
in Madisonville.
Thanks for your care,
compassion and
encouragement
during my stay.

Betty W. & Family

Mid Tex

Livestock Receiving Station
Hwy 90 South

2 miles from the square on the right.

YOUR CATTLE WILL BE
WELL TAKEN CARE OF!

Fresh Hay and Water Provided
Wednesdays 8AM - Dark
Thursdays 8AM - 11 AM
Contact Gus Andrews
today for your livestock needs!
936.348.8826 Cell

-

NOW OFFERING SAME DAY
COGGINS TESTING.

CENTER VETERINARY AND
REPRODUCTION SERVICES
3771 FM 811 • CENTERVILLE, TX 75833

..

trolled substance
• Starr, Joshua Paul,
court committal
• Waters, Samuel,
court committal
• Weaver, Richard
Ezra, possession of a controlled substance
• West, Lance Harris,
evading arrest
• Wilson, Little, aggregated assault

English as a Second
Language classes will be
held Mondays from 5-9
p.m. Classes are free to
attend.
For
information,
call 936-349-8003 or
on Facebook at @
madisonvilleadultlearning.
Childcare is available.
Please mention it when you
register.

903.536.2424

........................................................................................

CLUES ACROSS
1. Egyptian bull-god
5. America
8. Type of field (abbr.)
11. Reagan’s Deputy AG
13. Negative
14. Mother of Hermes
15. Summer and Winter Olympics gold
medal winner
16. In shape
17. Oh my goodness!
18. People of Guinea or Sierra Leone
20. A form of “to be”
21. Succulent plant
22. Estranges
25. Honest
30. Showing conviction
31. High schoolers’ test
32. Implant
33. Acknowledgment
38. Cash dispenser
41. Transferred to another
43. Superhero group
45. Photographers
48. Small, rich sponge cake
49. Power to perceive
50. Heavy cavalry sword
55. Israel’s first permanent UN delegate
56. Everything
57. Afflicted
59. Language spoken in Chad
60. Pioneering MC Kool Moe __
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Keyboard key
63. Soviet Socialist Republic
64. Impudence
CLUES DOWN
1. Type of degree

2. Expression of sorrow or pity
3. Large, predatory lizard
4. River in Romania
5. Biased
6. Parties
7. TV’s used to need one
8. Philly football player
9. Recognized ethnic group of China
10. Gradually disappear
12. Large, dark antelope
14. Vegetarians won’t eat it
19. Takes the energy out of
23. Body part
24. Succeed in achieving
25. Where golfers begin
26. Computer memory
27. One who buys and sells securities
28. Midway between north and northeast
29. Quiet and rather dull
34. A limb on which to walk
35. It precedes two
36. Of she
37. Commercials
39. Necessary for sewing
40. Infectious viral disease
41. Expression of good wishes
42. Some are contact
44. More plentiful
45. Secret political clique
46. Behind the stern of a ship
47. Supernatural force
48. Altar in Orthodox churches
51. Swiss river
52. Impartiality
53. “Luther” actor Idris
54. They resist authority (slang)
58. Criticize
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NETTLES
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at The Kimbro Center
stay in Madison County.
Drive by the Kimbro and
drop off your canned
goods and nonperishable items, things like
paper goods, beans, coffee or rice, or just hand
them a check. Those
KBTX guys and gals
will happily take either.
They will also broadcast
from the Kimbro Center throughout the day.
The food drive begins
at 6 a.m. and continues
until 7 p.m. You can also
make donations online
at KBTX.com.
It’s Winterfest Concert time! At 6 p.m.
Thursday, 350 band students from the schools
of Madisonville will perform some great music
just for your enjoyment.
The concert will take
place in the gym because
as band director Stepha-

nie Schmidt said, “With
350 kids performing we
don’t fit anywhere else!”
And moms, neither do
you have to cook Thursday evening. The band
boosters will be selling
“burger-in-a-bag” meals
with freshly grilled burgers, chips, drink and a
cookie for $10. Dinner
and a show, you can’t
beat that!
Then Friday evening,
Santa Claus is coming
to Madisonville to ride
in our annual Christmas
Parade and this year we
have a lot of floats in our
parade! Also, this year is
the lighting of the county-provided Christmas
tree by an elementary
student. It’s a first for
Madisonville.
Go early and enjoy
the students from the
elementary, Connie’s
Pre School and the First
Baptist Choir. These
groups will start singing
for your enjoyment at
4:30 p.m. in front of the
courthouse.

bro Center at 10 a.m. and
set up for the judging.
The rest of us then
enjoy a great lunch hour
tasting everyone’s favorite chili recipe for five
bucks and dropping our
vote for the winners in
the bucket. For you early
eaters, the chili kitchen
opens to us at 11 a.m.
A reminder that Dec.
12 is the first evening of
the annual Pathway of
Light which begins at the
Life Center of First Baptist Church. Do call and
make a reservation. No,
it doesn’t cost a dime to
attend, but reservations
help the volunteers to
easily move the crowds
through this historic
story.
Pathway of Light continues through Dec 15.
Call 936-348-2686 or go
online to www.thepathwayoflight.com. By the
way, it takes a lot of
money to host this event
and donations are appreciated.
Second time will no

Then stop by the Kimbro Center after the parade so the kiddos can
see Santa and snack on
cookies. The Parade
starts at 6 p.m. The good
news is it is not supposed
to rain that evening, but
the temp will be in the
50s so bundle up!
Next Tuesday will
all of you healthy folks
please do a kind deed
and visit the Mobile
Blood Unit which will be
in our town for a blood
drive? In the meantime
contact Maurita Turner
at 936-349-1572 should
you need more information. Then the trophies
are here for the Fifth annual Chamber of Commerce sponsored Chili
contest and they are tall!
You still have time to
enter the Chili Contest
and all of the proceeds
go to senior scholarships
so pull out your favorite
recipe and share it. You
cook your chili at home,
then bring your famous
concoction to the Kim-

We have the cutest
pumpkins in the patch!
OUNTRYCLUB
M.ADI SO.NV1 Ll ,1. nXAJ

GD

SUNDAY LUNCH BUFFET!
All You Can Eat!
Every Sunday, 12pm to 2pm

Adults $15 • Children $8 (10 & Under) tax included in price

Bring the Family & Friends!

MISS RITA’S PLAYSCHOOL
& DAYCARE

Bring your Church Bulletin and receive $2 off adult price

Club House Room Available for
Special Occasions and Business Meetings

We provide a safe, nurturing environment and
stimulating, age-appropriate activities to keep your
child happy and engaged.
Infant Program • Preschool • Before & After-School Programs

114 York Drive • Madisonville
936-348-5558

Open to the public

2006 Country Club Lane • Madisonville, Texas 77864
936-348-6264

Curtis & Donna O’Brien, Owners

936-348-0276

Take 21 W to 1452 E - down 1.3 miles on the right
Follow us on Facebook

Where we LUV your children!
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Huffman in the press
release. “Every child deserves justice no matter
the jurisdiction. (Mulkey)
may have been the way
this child was brought
into this world, but she is
no mother.”
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CHILD ABUSE
“When I heard about
this little girl and the
abuse she suffered, I volunteered to help,” said

PEANUT
SPRINKLES

INGREDIENTS

which was wrong. From
a child throwing trash
on the sidewalk, a sociopath wielding a gun and
everything in between,
those good people addressed wrong and demanded right. It should
be so today. But it isn’t.
Our country is fraught
with malicious behavior.
Social media is a ripe
tool for unhappy people
to say vile things. Too
often, those comments
slander and hurt innocent lives. Even when
the person is unknown,
the act of victimizing
should make each of us
become like a mother
lion standing up for her
cubs. We should vehemently declare such action is not acceptable.
Also unacceptable
should be songs with
verses that would make
a seasoned sailor blush
as well as slandering
and destruction of that
which belongs to someone else.
It’s time for us to do
the right thing, but we
have to do it, not ignore
it. As speaker Joyce Meyers once said, “There’s
never a time when it is
not the time to do the
right thing.”
Control what your
children and grandchildren hear, wear and
say. Express your disapproval when you see
or hear wrong. Stand
up. Men laid down their
lives during WWII so we
might have the right to
refuse wrong just as they
did.
Albert Einstein once
stated, “The world will
not be destroyed by
those who do evil. The
world will be destroyed
by those who watch
them without doing anything.”
Let’s not be the generations that watched.
Let’s be the proud family
ancestors of the World
War II generation.

Continued from page 1
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doubt be charm for The
Lanier Stevens’ Memorial Gospel. That 20-degree weather last month
canceled the November
singing, but we can’t
close out this year’s singalong without one more,
so about 6 p.m. Tuesday head to the Midway
Church of Christ.
Finger food will be
served first and the
singing will start shortly
thereafter. Dennis Ivey
will be hosting the event,
and anyone who likes to
sing, play an instrument
or just listen to some
good ‘ole Gospel, country and Christmas music
is invited to attend and
join in!
Here’s our birthday list for this issue of
the paper. Thursday is
birthday time for Amy
Callender, while Garrett
Burdett, Paul Bailey and
Karen Fraley celebrate
their birthdays Friday.
Saturday Paula Mosley
celebrates her birthday
and Sunday Julia Parten
and Coy Bailey will do
the same.
Then kicking off next
week’s birthday list,
Monday Lauren Ward
will turn that special 18
while Tuesday Linda
Vinson and Jamie Douglas will share their birthdays. It’s won’t be their
18th though. Dee Corley
winds out this week’s
list with her birthday
Wednesday.
And finally, this Saturday Dec. 7 is the day
we remember the bombing of Pearl Harbor. As I
think about that time,
I can’t help but wonder how those men and
women of World War
II would react had they
come home to the behavior many Americans
show today.
Today’s behavior
surely would not have
been acceptable to the
era of the greatest generation. That generation stood against that
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DESSERT.

a crisp,delicate
!,utter-flavored

COME, NOW
IS THE TIME TO
WORSHIP!

cookie
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SUNDAY

Bible Study 9:30am
Morning Worship 10:50 a.m.
Evening Studies 5 p.m.
Evening Worship 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Adult, Youth & Children’s
Events 6:30 p.m.
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SPANISH: Chocolate

TELEVISED ON CABLE CHANNEL 5
& BROADCAST ON 100.5 FM
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Joshua Crutcheld,
Pastor
(936) 348-2686
P.O. Box 159, 300 S. Elm St.
Madisonville, Tx. 77864

www.madisonvillefbc.org
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Phone:
936-349-0118
Fax
:936-349-0187

TX77864
Madisonville,

-

BillyWalters
Funeral Director ~

(936)348-2131
Fax: (936)348-2265

FUNE RAL HO ME
1511E. Main(Hwy 21E) • P.O.Box956• Madisonville
, TX71864
~A WaltersFamilyFuneralHome~
www.madisonville
funcralhome.com
GRANITEMON
UMENTS-PRE-NEEDINSURANCE
PLANS

Reliable Homes
of Huntsville

~e;k,
HOME
S

1015 Southwood Dr, Huntsville, TX 77340
Exit #112 Both Directions
936-295-8188 or 888-457-7297
www.huntsvillereliablehomes.com
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Mahindra Tractors
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richard@j5tractors .com

202 Hwy. 39 South
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Normangee . Texas n871

-

800-223 -635 4

936-396-6032

Fax 936.396-S06I

State Farm®
Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710
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Darrell Streater, Agent

•

305N. May B. • P.O. Box 743• Madisonville, Tx 77864
936-348-2684
darrell.streater.b35a@statefarm.co
m

Li ke a good ne ighbor , State Farm is th ere.

Deep Root s. New Ideas.

OF MADISONVILLE
A D ivi1ion u( Firu Nariunal B~nk of Hunr ~vill~

936-348 -3777

www.fnbhunt svilletx.com - ,~

CENTEX SUPPLY
Yourhometownoilfieldsupplystore

Pipes, Valves, Fittin gs,
Meta l & Plastic Cul verts

348-3627

Hwy. 75 N.

Glyna & Ray Brown, P.C.
Certi fied Pub lic Acco unta nt s
PO_Rox 357
710 $_ Mad ison
M adison ville, Texas 77864
(936) 348-2705
Glyna l3rown, CPA

Jt: 1G

Ray Urown, CPA

Home • Auto • Life
Ranch • Commercial

·
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REYGAN
FARRIS
RICHARDSON
Farri
s Insuranc
e
Man
ager/
Agent
602S.Madi
sonSt.IMad
isonville,Te
xas77864
(936)
348-23021
1eyg
an@faris1nsurance
.com
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Giving a little more this holiday season

T

he holiday season is a time of giving. The generosity
on display during the holiday season may not have an
official start date, but the first Tuesday after Thanksgiving Day may be the unofficial beginning of the giving
season.
The first Tuesday following American Thanksgiving
has been referred to as “Giving Tuesday” since 2012. The
event was started by the 92nd Street Y in New York City,
the United Nations Foundation and the technology website
Mashable as a response to the commercialization of the
holiday season and the rampant consumerism that seems to
start as soon as the last bite of turkey is digested. Today, Giving Tuesday harnesses the generosity of millions of people
around the world and helps millions of dollars to find its way
into the coffers of organizations that need it most. Giving
Tuesday inspires people to volunteer or give back to causes
that are near and dear to their hearts.
Thanks to technology, giving has the capacity to go viral
and inspire others to engage in their own charitable efforts.
Since its inception, Giving Tuesday has evolved. The event
now underscores how communities can harness the power of
people working together to elicit great change.
Even though Giving Tuesday may be the catalyst for
charitable efforts, it doesn’t need to end there. People are
urged to be generous all year long, including throughout the
holiday season. Here are some seasonally specific ways to
give back a little more.
• Pay it forward by treating someone behind you in the
checkout line to coffee, fast food, a candy bar, or whatever
else suits you at the time. Perhaps he or she will do the same
and keep the generosity going.
• Keep extra dollars in your pocket and be generous to
charities seeking donations outside of stores. A cup of coffee
or hot chocolate goes a long way toward warming up the
people manning the collection pots as well.

(936) 348-3934

5816Hwy 75 South · Madisonville,Tx 77864

936-730-3600

-

We Provide Emergency & After Hour Care
Office Hours: Monday – Friday 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM
www.mvhtexas.com Office/Emergency (936) 348-2791

• Adopt a family who is less fortunate and purchase
some gifts on their wish list. Many community centers and
churches have contacts for needy families who could use
some support this season.
Giving can be the focus of the holiday season, and in
ways that are meaningful to the people on the receiving end
of the generosity.

Lobeside
Restaurant

-@-

WA'..

MA O I SO HVlLLE . TX

T

fS T l 973

102 N Madison St

(936 ) 348--3703

Durham School Services
DURHAM

School Services

CHARTER SERVICE

10 TO 1000 WE CAN ACCOMMODATE YOU
Affordable and Safe
Delivering Children Safely Every Day!
936-348-2133

1
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APOSTOLIC
Joshua Refuge Apostolic Church
1922 Hwy. 75 North, Madisonville, TX 77864,
936-348-3783. Pastors Larry and Dorothy Willis.
Bible Study, Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m.; Sunday
School, 10-11 a.m.; Morning worship, 11:30 a.m.

Pool Chapel Missionary Baptist
1008 McIver, Madisonville; D.F. Johnson,
Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m., W.S. 11:00 a.m.,
Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Christ Chapel Baptist
11574 Hwy 21 E., by Midway post office,
Simon Goncharenko, Minister; W.S. 11 a.m.,
936-348-6400
Cross Baptist
Hwy. 39, Cross; Monroe Rice, Pastor;
S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m., 7 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Elwood Baptist
OSR, Elwood, 936-348-3337; Glenn Connor,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.,
Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Faith Baptist
Hwy. 90, Madisonville 936-348-3259;
www.faithmadisonville.com; Mike Cousins,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.,
Wed. 7 p.m.
First Baptist of Madisonville
300 S. Elm, Madisonville 936-348-2686;
Joshua Crutchfield, Pastor; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 10:50 a.m. and 6 p.m., Prayer Meeting,
Wed. 6:30 p.m.
First Baptist
POB 10, North Zulch; 254 Madison Ave.,
936-399-2331; Pastor, Chip Parmer, S.S. 9:45
a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Wed. Prayer
Service, Youth and Teamkids
Freedom Missionary Baptist
Madisonville; O.L. Leveston, Minister; First
Sunday of each month; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 10:30 a.m., Wed. 5 p.m.

Primera Iglesia Bautista de los Hispaños
506 S. Elm St., Madisonville, 936-581-9892;
Sylvester Mendez, Minister; W.S. Sun. 5 p.m.;
Wed. 7 p.m.; all Spanish
Rock Prairie Baptist
9085 Oxford Cemetery Road, Madisonville;
Olan Weaver, Pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 6
p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Sand Prairie Baptist
Off Hwy. 39 on 1452W in George Community; Bro.
Larry Andrews, Pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., Bible study 5 p.m., Worship 5:30
p.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Shiloh Baptist
FM 1696, Panky Community; Joe Gray,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Shiloh Missionary Baptist
205 S. Martin Luther King Dr.; Madisonville;
Edward Collins, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., Wed. 6 p.m.
Sweet Zion Missionary Baptist
305 Bogan Street, Madisonville; 936-245-7470;
Rev. Tony Green; S.S. 9 a.m.; W.S. 10 a.m.; Bible
study: 6:30 p.m. Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Store446• 162
0 E.Main•
Madi
sonvill
e, TX,77864 7171 Fm 1372, North Zulch; Don Semonski,
936-348-3715• Fax: 936-348-3152
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.; Wed. 6 p.m.

1115 S. Madison, Madisonville; 936-348-8448;
S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 10:30 a.m. & 5 p.m.,
Wed. 6 p.m.

Hispanic Baptist
310 N. May, Madisonville; Pablo Palomino,
Minister 936-348-2319; Dom. 10 a.m. y 6 p.m.,
Mierc. y Vier. 6 p.m.

Midway Church of Christ
10 mi. east of Madisonville on Hwy 21; Lanier
Stevens, Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.,
Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Hopewell Missionary Baptist
12695 FM 247, Midway; Willie Claiborne,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m., 2nd &
4th Sunday

Mt. Tabor Church of Christ
8 mi. N. of Madisonville on Hwy. 75; Stuart
Carter, Minister; W.S. 9:30 a.m., 936-348-6331
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LEE’S AUTOMOTIVE
James Lee
Owner

Im

Certiﬁed

(936) 348-3536
(936) 348-3376 Fax
1307-B North May Street
Madisonville, Texas 77864

JubiLE
~~•LLC

401 North May Street
Madisonville,Texas 77864

(936) 241-5121

Gus Wehmeyer
Sales Manager

(936) 348-3376 Fax
(936) 662-8768 Cell
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ALEX CANN ON
REAL ESTATE APPRAISER
Bus 936-348-3253 I Fax 936-349-3835
P.O . Box 387 I Madisonville, TX 7786

Lake View Baptist
416 N. Short St., Madisonville; 936-348-9288;
Charleton Greene, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 10:45 a.m.; Bible study Wed. 6:30 p.m.;
Missionary Soc. Wed. 5:30 p.m.
Little Rock Missionary Baptist
F.M. 1428 south of S.H. 21, Connor community;
Danny Baker, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., 2nd & 4th Sunday
Lone Star Missionary Baptist
22426 Gin Tank Rd., Bedias; 1st & 3rd
Sunday, 11 a.m.
Madisonville Christian Fellowship
3973 Hwy 21 East, Madisonville; 936-348-3923;
S.S. 9:30 a.m., W.S. 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m., We now
have Spanish translation for our 10:45am
Sunday morning service.
Mesquite Hill Baptist
7401 Rocky Ridge Lane, Madisonville;
Daniel Vines, pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
New Life Baptist Church
1508 E. Collard, Madisonville; Lloyd Jones,
Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

LUTHERAN
Bethlehem Lutheran
5058 Church Lane, North Zulch; 936-399-5563;
S.S. 8:30 a.m.; W.S. 9:45 a.m.
METHODIST
Bedias United Methodist
3202 Main St., Bedias, Ann Worrell, Pastor;
936-395-0300, www.bediasumc.org.,
S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
Wed. prayer svc. 6 p.m.
First United Methodist
102 S. McIver, Madisonville;
Rev. Jim Jackson; 936-348-2691;
S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 8:30 & 11 a.m.
Tanyard United Methodist
9866 Tanyard Church Lane, Midway;
Regina Greenwood, Minister;
1st Sunday; W.S. 11:30 a.m.
Two Mile United Methodist
Hwy. 977, Leona; Regina Greenwood, Minister;
2nd & 4th Sunday; S.S. 10 a.m., W.S. 11 a.m.
Zion United Methodist
Iola, 936-394-2614; Beverly Tune, Minister
S.S. 9 a.m.; W.S. 10 a.m.
MORMON
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints
1205 E. Main, Madisonville, 936-348-3116,
Branch president Virgil Landry; W.S. 10 a.m.;
S.S. 11:15 a.m.

Union Baptist
PENTECOSTAL
FM 2289, Normangee; Kerry Stroud, Minister; S.S.
10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. 5:30 p.m.; Awana Club meets Free Pentecostal House of Prayer
716 W. Main, Madisonville; Elder James Davis,
Wed. 6 p.m
Pastor; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11:30 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
CATHOLIC
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic
Mission Pentecostes
100 S. Tammye Lane, Madisonville; Mark
902 S. May, Madisonville; Antonio Torres,
Kusmirek, Minister; 936-348-6368; Confessions Minister; Dom. 6 p.m.; Mier. 7 p.m.; Vier. 7 p.m.
11 a.m. Saturday; Mass in English 9:30 a.m.
Sunday; Mass in Spanish 1 p.m. Call for daily
United Pentecostal
services.
507 E. Magnolia, Madisonville; Don Grigsby,
Minister; W.S. 10 a.m.; Wed. 6:30 p.m.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Antioch Church of Christ
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
15821 Hwy 21 E., Midway; Howard Watson,
Brazos Valley Power Center
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
105 N. Madison St., Madisonville; 903-344-2769

Bedias Church of Christ
Free Will Baptist
22058 Hwy. 90 North, Bedias; 936-295-2004,
365 Zulch Ave., North Zulch; Warner Collier, MinS.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.
ister 936-399-2800; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 6
p.m., Wed. 6 p.m.
Highway 90 Church of Christ
Grace Baptist

OF MADISONCOUNTY

301 Crossroads, Madisonville

Pleasant Grove Baptist
28277 Pleasant Grove Rd, North Zulch; Ryan
Dansby, Minister; S.S. 10 am, W.S. 11 a.m.,
Wed 6 p.m. 936-399-2227

Bedias Baptist
3729 Main St., Bedias, 936-395-2311; Nathan
Hoke, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.,5 p.m.; W.S. 10:45
a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

LANDMARKTITLE COMPANY

Tires – Sales & Repairs • Gooseneck Hitches
Truck Accessories • Trailer Repair

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God
812 E. Main St., Madisonville; David Norton,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m.

BAPTIST

CNC and Manual Machining • Sheer Screws
Custom and General Manufacturing
“Quality Manufacturing”
Plant: (936) 348-6371 • Fax: (936) 348-6942
P.O. Box 568, Madisonville, Texas 77864

MIDWAY
4,TIRE~

This Devotional and Directory page is made possible by these
businesses, which encourage all of us to attend the church of our choice.

Madisonville Apostolic Church
601 N. May St. in Madisonville; Greg Roberts,
Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 7 p.m.

B & J Machine Works, Inc.

20 I South Madison
Office (936) 348-56 I 8
P.O. Box 160
Fax (936) 348-5604
Madisonville, Texas 77864

.,.,.....

ProvidingInsuranceand FinancialServices
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North Madison Church of Christ
402 N. Madison, Madisonville; 936-348-3517;
S.S. 10:50 a.m.; W.S. 9:30 a.m.
North Zulch Church of Christ
323 Zulch St., North Zulch; 936-399-2351;
Fred Keefer, Minister; S.S. 10 a.m.;
W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
West Main Church of Christ
804 W. Main St., Madisonville;
Freddie Anderson, Minister; S.S. 9:30 a.m.,
W.S. 10:30 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.
Southside Church of Christ
6050 FM 247, Midway; Bro. Mack Bailey Sr.,
minister. Bible Study 9:30-10:15 a.m.,
W.S. 10:30 a.m.
EPISCOPAL
Holy Innocents Episcopal
600 N. McIver, Madisonville; 936-348-2034;
W.S. 10:30 a.m
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL
St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal
201 N. Texas St., Madisonville; 979-549-2876
Ben Lyons, Minister; services on Sundays and
Wednesdays; call for times.

or www.thepowercenter.net Tim and Sheena
Doern, Pastors; W.S. Sun. 10 a.m. & Wed. 7 p.m.
Church of Hope
20260 Hwy 90 North, Bedias 936-395-7033
Dewitt Rowe, Minister; W.S. 6 p.m. Sat.;
Prayer 10 a.m. Tues.; Teens 7 p.m. Fri.
Cornerstone Bible Church
“Changing the world by being his church”
3058 Johnson Ln., Madisonville, TX;
979-324-3619; Sunday worship 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday evening 6 p.m., Wednesday night
7 p.m. Sr. Pastor: David Medina, Associate
Pastor: Jerry Huff
Cross Roads Cowboy Church
1207 S. Madison St, Madisonville; 936-349-4401;
10 a.m. Sun., Wed. 7 p.m.
Living Truth Church
1100 N. May, Madisonville; Lon McVeigh,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m. &
6 p.m. Wed. 7 p.m.
New Life Church
11969 Hwy 21 East, Midway; Terry Bryan,
Minister; S.S. 9:45 a.m.; W.S. 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wed. 7 p.m.
Salem Disciple of Jesus Christ Ministry
Church
22470 Leon St., Bedias, TX
Rev. David Burns
Sunday school 10:30 a.m.,
Worship service 11 a.m.
The Dwelling Place
2185 Waldrip Rd. (I-45 N. & Waldrip);
Glenn Campbell, Minister 936-348-2772;
W.S. 10:30 a.m.; 7 p.m. service at House of Hope,
901 W. Trinity St.
Victory Bible Church
3707 S.H. 21 W., Madisonville; John Weeks,
Minister. W.S. 10:45 a.m., Wed. 7 p.m.

335N.MayI P.O
. Bax
967I Madison
ville
, TX77864

..

936-348-2661

~r CHI St. Joseph Hea lt h
Imagine better h.alth.•

100 W. Cross Street, Madisonville
936-348-2631
www.chistjoseph.org
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TAQUERIA Y RESTAURANT

936-348-9500

1610 E. Main • Ste. 133
Hours: Sun-Thurs 11AM - 9:30PM
Fri & Sat 11AM - 10PM

m

Food, Family and Fun

Helps
local
schools
and
communi
helmy.rex@us.stores.mcd.com
G.M: Maggie Garcia

936-348-5677

2602 East Main - Madisonville, TX 77864
Apply to:

www.McKinneymcd.com

~rake's ~ervice
center, '7nc.
AUTO REPAIR & WRECKER
2303 E. Main• Madisonville, TX 77864
936-348-6419• Fax 936-348-9291

John
R.Bankhea
Attorneyat Law

110W. Cottonwood• Madison
ville, TX77864

Office:936
-348-}
WO Residenc
e:936-348-38
16
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Top Line Rental
Top Line Rental
3475 Hwy 21 E
Madisonville, TX 77864
Ofﬁce 936.348.5800
Fax 936.348.5802
sales@TopLineRental.com

PARTS MA D I SO N V
Pl.US fJt.:Au T □ PARTS
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610 E M ain St .
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1-45 at Exit 116
Acrossfrom Home Depot

936-291-7500
www.wiesnerhuntsvi
lle.com
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Here’s My Card
Keep the numbers of these locally owned businesses on
hand for all of your service and shopping needs.

Business Spotlight

Joel Douget • 936-438-0252

SPRAY ON SPRAY FOAM

Brock Construction, Tree Removal and Tire Barn
By Dierdre Smith

INSULATION, LLC

Residential ~ Commercial ~ Agricultural
jandtdouget@yahoo.com

Lopez’s Expert
in Tree Service
25 yrs. of Experience in Tree Removal and Insured
• Free Estimates
• Stump and Tree Removal
• Clean-Ups and Haul-Offs
• Pruning and Trimming
• Mowing

Contact:
Juan Lopez
(936) 828-6176 | (936) 662-9248

Brad Brock started his first business more than 16 years ago to
make a living. It’s since turned into a mission.
“These businesses are a tool for me to employ the people of
Madison County,” he said recently. “Madison County has been
very good to me and in return I give back to the people.”
Brock started Brock Construction LLC in 2003 by assuming
some responsibilities from a retiring former partner, and has
since added Brock Tree Removal and Brock Tire Barn to his
growing list of businesses. He views the operations as a way not
just to make money, but to help the people in the county.

“I love Madison County and God has blessed these businesses
and He has always provided for us and gives us our daily bread,”
Brock said.
Brock Tree Removal includes services such as property
maintenance and trimming, storm cleanups and -- of course
-- tree removal. Brock Construction provides work on new
and custom homes, remodeling, commercial construction,
steel building, barn repair and roofing. Brock Tire Barn
which includes a variety of services such as fluid changes, state
inspections, full brake service, 18-wheeler support, new and used
tire replacements, general auto maintenance, air conditioner
service and a service truck which allows them to come to you in
case of an emergency.
Brock cherishes his community in Madisonville and he
expresses a deep passion for the word of God.
“When people ask why I’ve chosen to stay here for so long, I
like to pull out the scripture Jeramiah 42:10, which states; ‘If you
stay in this land, I will build you up and not tear you down; I will
plant you and not uproot you, for I have relented concerning the
disaster I have inflicted on you’.”

Bullard Unlimited
Septic Systems
Tires – Sales & Repairs • Gooseneck Hitches
Truck Accessories • Trailer Repair

301 Crossroads, Madisonville

(936) 348-3934

Chuck Kelly Rooﬁng
& Construction

(standard & aerobic)
& Maintenance
Now installing
Storm Shelters!

936-348-9797

Patrick Bullard
936-348-0223

Alicen Collins • Alisgrooming9797@gmail.com • Alisgrooming.com
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-5 pm & First Sat. of the month

1810 E. Main St. Unit B • Madisonville, TX 77864

Get on this page!

• NEW CONSTRUCTION & REMODELS •

Chuck Kelly

936-348-4483
Madisonville, Texas
chuckkelly88@gmail.com
Ellis D. Walker

205 FM 2821 Rd. E. • Huntsville

Madisonville, TX

936-348-9617

brockbrad@rocketmail.com

“He who the Son sets free, is free indeed.”
John 8:36

SAM’S BARN CONSTRUCTION

Dependable
Construction

ELLIS D. WALKER TRUCKING

Ofﬁce 936/295-4713
Night 936/291-1576

Brad Brock

P 936.348.1662
F 936.348.7474

Charlotte Walker

Rd Base • Limestone & Sandstone
Sand • Masonry Sand • Clay
Select Fill • Dirt • Pea Gravel

Contact Ashley Dommert
936-348-3505
ashley.dommert@madisonvillemeteor.com

Midway

Residential & Commercial
OWNER: CHARLES GRISHAM

Licensed Insurance Adjuster
Any Type Remodeling: Room additions - Kitchens & Bath Remodel

Specializing in
Pole Barns &
Metal Roofs

• Attic & Garage Conversion • Shingle, Metal & Modified Roofs
• Interior & Exterior Painting • Rotten Wood - Decks - Fences
• Ceramic Tile • Drywall • Barns & Much More!

936-348-9032

936.241.5151

Steve’s Carpet Cleaning

NEW
EW & USED TIRES
CUSTOM WHEELS
STATE
ATE INSPECTIONS

Serving you since 2002

Steve Francis
Owner
Specializing in Diesel and Gas

LOW HOURLY RATES

DOZER/BACKHOE WORK
• Cleaning Out or Building New Tanks & Lakes
• Land Clearing & Brushhogging
• Ditches Cleaned Out
• Ditch Crossings Installed
• General Dozer or Backhoe Work
If you’re planning on any dozer/backhoe work,
please give me a call.

Raymond Marsh • Hm: 903-344-2327

LOW HOURLY RATES
“Call to me and I will answer you
and tell you great and unsearchable
things you do not know.”

Jeremiah 33:3

936.348.1662
Bonded & Insured

(936) 348-2205

2464 Hwy. 75 South

Brazos Valley Livestock
Commission Co. Inc

Providing the Brazos Valley with service and experience.
Scott Scarmardo
General Manger

6097 East S.H 21
Bryan, Texas
Phone 979-778-0904

Fax 979-778-7900
Mobile 979-224-3764 • Home 979-272-0667
Cattle Sales Tuesday at 12:00 Noon

FREE ESTIMATES
SAM THORNTON
936-348-6832

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

BROCK

SALES & SERVICE

brocktirebarn@gmail.com
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I
I
I
I
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---------■

1654 TX-75, Madisonville, TX 77864

DIAMOND H
WELDING & FENCE CO.
BRADLEY HARRIS
979-472-0369

 AGRICULTURAL  RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL 
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B&G W Homes, Inc.
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Inc.

Gordon Wells
864-979-3526

II
II
II

I
I

..

MgJ\ENQ'

I I l, ENCIN
~ I I
~=--=-----=----

•••••••••~~~~---glwframe@aol.com
www.bandgwhomes.com

ENCE
BUILDIN
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CLEANING
• FENCEREPAIR, BUL
LDOZE
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K • BOBCAT
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RK, & MORI

P) 936-348-4104
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Your Ad by Phone:

Place

Email

936-348-3505
MPLOYMENT

MPLOYMENT

Beallh POiNT
OPEN POSITIONS

CMA/MA Madisonville
CMA/MA Trinity
%RWK/RFDWLRQV%LOLQJXDO5HTXLUHG
TXDOL¿HVIRUWKH6LJQRQ%RQXV

CMA/MA Madisonville
Clinic Manager – Trinity
Pediatric Nurse
Practitioner / Physician’s
Assistant - Trinity
Clinical Floaters

Madisonville Clinic

NO COST - Health Insurance
Exceptional Coverage!
Apply online @ www.healthpoint-tx.com,
click EMPLOYMENT tab.
7HFKQLFDOGLI¿FXOWLHVFDOO
or email employment@healthpoint-tx.com
EOE/ADA

METEOR
CLASSIFIEDS WORK!!
936-348-3505

bookkeeper

MPLOYMENT

SULLIVAN
AG SERVICE in
Centerville, Tx is
now
accepting
applications
for
experienced CDL
drivers.
Tanker
Endorsement is
required.
Local
runs mean you
are home every
night! Please call
281-657-5663 or
903-536-7689.
ZOCH
CONSTRUCTION
INC.
CENTERVILLE, TX HIRING
EXPERIENCED
AND
DEPENDABLE
CLASS A CDL
DRIVERS TANKER ENDORSEMENT A PLUS
COMPETITIVE
PAY AND BENEFITS OFFERED
CALL: 903-5362127 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.

MPLOYMENT

VIVANTEGREENS CORPORATION
is
looking for a driver. Our ofﬁce is in
Madisonville but
may need to travel 45-100 miles
per day. Needs
to provide small
SUV. We will pay
insurance
and
upkeep as well
as compensation.
Please give us
a call 866-2784852.
JARRETT’S
MEAT SERVICE
now hiring. Must
apply in person
only. 335 Crossroads.

your

word

ad

to:

@ madisonvillemeteor.com

MPLOYMENT

IT
INFRASTRUCTUREC o m p u t e r
Programmer.
Microsoft
and
Networks applications required.
Full time with
beneﬁts. Training
if needed. Please
call 866-278-4852
or email resume
at sbp@vivantegreens.com

FREE CLASSIFIEDS! For Items
$50 or less. You
may run one time
up to 15 words
for free, additional words are .65¢
each. 2 Runs is
$12 for $15 words
and .65¢ each for
additional words.
Must be non-living item, only one
item per ad. Minimum 5 ads per
quarter.

Hay for Sale
Round
Bales
BigBales
5x6
,
Rolls
, Square
BalesI
Trucking
Available

Crossword
Answers

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal
to advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national origin, or
an intention or discrimination.” Familial status includes children under
the age of 18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll-free
at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for
the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

YOUR NEWS.
YOUR WAY.

Follow us on
Facebook
for easy
access to THE

-------TEXAS STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIED

TexSCAN Week of
Dec. 1, 2019

ADVERTISING

B

s s

. EALESTATI;)

TheMadisonvilleMeteor

NETWORK

-=-

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS

•
lOU,Al ttOU$11tG

AUCTION

MEDICAL

North Texas Ranch, Collin County, TX. Sealed bids
due Dec. 17. Executive home, 115± acres, arena w/
horse barn. United Country Real Estate, 800-485-8214,
BuyLoneOakRanch.com.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

CHARITY

SATELLITE TV

Donate a boat or car today to Boat Angel. 2-Night Free
Vacation. Sponsored by Boat Angel Outreach Centers
to stop crimes against children. 800-700-BOAT,
www.boatangel.com.

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies On
Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 1-855710-4824 or satellitedealnow.com/tex.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
18-Wheeler Wrecks – It’s easy to blame the driver
when a big rig is involved in a wreck, but the truth is
usually much more complex. When trucking company
management cuts corners in training, equipment and
maintenance, the rest of us pay the price. If you or
someone you love has been killed or injured in a truck
wreck, call 800-460-0606 for professional insight or
visit www.YourCarWreck.com.

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered to-the-door
Omaha Steaks! SAVE 68% PLUS get 4 FREE
Burgers. Order The Favorite Gift - ONLY $69.99.
1-866-879-0154 mention code:59104KRJ or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/love48.

WANTED
ATTENTION WEST Texas Hunters/Furharvesters.
Petska Fur running routes in panhandle. Actively
seeking Coyotes, Lynxcats, Fox, Deerhides and
Antler. Coyote market exceptional. 308-750-0700,
www.petskafur.net.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads
Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Don't Get Faked Out.

KNOW
YOUR
NEWS
SOURCE!
Trusted Journalism & Local Reporting Since 1894

THE MADISONVILLE
METEOR
Your Verified Local News Source
In Print & Online | 936-348-3505
www.madisonvillemeteor.com

REALTO RS•

1702 E. Main St. • Next to Mustang Car Wash
Madisonville, Texas • 936.348.9977
Don Hatcher, Realtor® • Beverly Hatcher, Broker • Lisa Hatcher Taylor, Realtor • Terri Lalli, Realtor • Zulma Cuevas, Realtor

New Listing:
7618 CR 132 Bedias
UNDER CONTRACT
Remodeled 2/1 on 3 Acres. $125,000.

STEAKS

H- • t on
Assoc:i;11ti
on of

o n o ~11
,,1
N11r

14.25 acres, Menard County. Mesquite and native
brush. Blackbuck, axis, whitetail, hogs, turkey. Locked
gate security. $2316 down, $383/month, (9.9%, 30
years). www.ranchenterprisesltd.com , 800-876-9720.

Pleasanton Merry on Main, Dec. 6-7, Christmas
festival for all ages, free. Kid zone, ice skating rink,
ice slide, lighted parade, fireworks show, food trucks,
retail vendors and more. Downtown Pleasanton,
facebook.com/merryonmainst.

2,000 SQ FT, 4
bedroom, 3 bath,
ﬁreplace,
kitchen island, granite
downstairs
bar
located in quiet
neighborhood in
Crystal
Beach,
Tx by School. For
more information,
call
936-4881314.

Texas Land, Texas Proud!

603 N Madison St.,
2/1 Frame Home
with large yard; great starter home or
investment. $79,000.

EVENTS

ADVERTISE!!
936-348-3505

DBL Real Estate

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing
and producing including non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800,
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

ACREAGE

I

HOUSE FOR
RENT. In town.
Two bedrooms
and two bathrooms. No pets.
800 a month.
Plus
deposit.
Contact 936 348
8849 or 936 348
8955.

MADISONVILLE
METEOR

Apply in-person at
301 W Main Street • Madisonville, TX

GARAGE SALE
ADVERTISING
– Garage sale
ads are $16 for
25 words. Additional words are
.65¢ each, this
includes running
on
www.madisonvillemeteor.
com. Permits are
now required for a
garage sale in the
City of Madisonville, you will need
one before you
place your ad with
the Madisonville
Meteor.

EALESTATI@

DAIRY QUEEN is now hiring
All shifts,
all positions,
any availability

YARD
SALE.
840
Mustang
Loop Madisonville
Texas. Thursday
12/5Saturday
12/7. 9 Am until 4
PM. Lots of everything.

HOMES

1606 Eastridge,
3/3.5 Brick Home
on 2 Acres with large workshop. $335,000.

New Listing:
12993 OSR Midway
UNDER 3/2
CONTRACT
Completely Updated
MH on 2.11 Acres.
$169,000.
New Listing:
13564 Hwy 21 W
3/3 MH with Metal Carport, Shop, and 2 RV
hookups on 1 Acre. $134,900.
New Listing:
Settlers Ln.
SOLD
Like New 3/2 MH with
shop and Lg Oaks on 1.4
acres. $92,500.
Hwy 90:
3/2 MH on .94 Acres with large Workshop
$99,000.
New Listing:
Burr Rd.,
Corner Lot, Adorable 2/1 Frame Home
with 1164 SF on 1.77 Acres $109,000.

FM 1428
Midway 38+/Recreational Acres approx 60%open/40%
wooded with fence, cross fence, and high
fence across the back. $10,500/acre.
CR 3455A
Lovelady, Houston
County 10+/- Wooded Acres $5900/Acre.
Kennard,
Houston County 14.79+/Acres Surrounded by National Forest $85,000.
Rocky Ridge Ln.
Custom Cedar 3/2 home on approx. 30%
open/70% wooded 15+/- Acres with workshop/
carport, fruit orchard, fence, creek, and pond
$399,000.
Lewis Ln.,
Midway
Cabin on approx. 30% open/70% wooded
20+/- Acres UNDER
with fence
and pond. Great all
CONTRACT
around property for residential, cattle, hunting
and ﬁshing $199,000.

2885 FM 2158 - 20+/- Acres $240,000
Owner Financing Available: FM 1428 & FM 2158
with 6 different tracts to chose from. Features
include new fence and mature trees!! Select
your tract today!! $168,500.
FM 2346 Midway:
4 Acres with FM road frontage $60,000.
FM 2158 & FM 1428
Midway TX:
10+/- Acre Lots with paved road frontage
$168,500 each. Possible Owner Finance.
$379,000
FM 1372 North Zulch
3/2 Barndominium with loft on 17+/- Acres.
Workshop, stalls, fence & pond.
$350,000
New Listing:
Hwy 21 W Old Farmhouse & Mobile Home
on 5.00+/- Acres with 2 outbuildings. Great
residential and/or commercial location!!
FM 977 Leon Co:
205.268 Acres with picturesque views!!
Rolling hills, 2 ponds, fence and crossed
fence, paved road access, excellent
exposure and ﬁve miles to I-45. $3950/
Acre.

This Week’s Feature

Hwy 75 Madison County:
Unrestricted 63+/- Acres with 2 sides
of frontage and high visibility from
I-45. Great for development or hunting.
$715,000 for all. Owner will divide..

Madison St.
Brick 3/2/2 with 2 outbuildings $129,000.
$75,000
Leon County
Secluded 2/1 MH on 3.5+\- acres
approximately 2 miles of the Trinity River.
Great weekend getaway!!

$875,000
Midway
10 acres with Hwy 21E and FM 2158
frontage.

HOMES/ACREAGE
Busa Rd.,
7.5 Acres $79,000.

COMMERCIAL

North Zulch

Corner Lot at Hwy 75 N and OSR;
2.838 Acres with high visibility and ready
for development. $60,000

Lou Bee Ln., 3/3 with 40x60 workshop on
14.9 Wooded Acres. $379,000.
Centerville
3/2 MH
on 20+/- Acres with Guest House, Pond,
Workshop, Shed, Storage Bldg., Fence/
Cross Fence, Abundant Wildlife and
Beautiful Views. $329,000.
FM 1452 E
Madison County
54+/- Acre Horse Ranch: Gated Entry
Property featuring 4/3/2 stone and
brick home with ﬁreplace and porches.
Amenities include a 9 stall horse barn,
workshop, 2 implement barns, storage
shed, loaﬁng shed, 2 ponds, fence/cross
fence and abundant wildlife. $980,000.

Mustang Loop
Mobile Home Park (land only) on 3.6
Acres with 6 Hook ups; income producing
property. $139,000

Building to be moved. 12x24 Tiny House
with 1 Bedroom, Living Room Full kitchen
& Full Bath. Appliances to remain with an
accepted offer. $15,000.

New Listing: CR 115
Centerville
3/2.5 with Pavilion and Barn on 9.6 Wooded
Acres. $399,000.
CR 132
Centerville
3/2.5 Metal Home on 21+ Acres with Pond &
Barn. $395,000.

Flynt Rd. Madison & Walker County Updated
Farm House on 87.28 Acres $695,000.
Newport Ln.,
Midway
Recreational UNDER
12.44 +/wooded acres with
CONTRACT
creek. Bring your RV and Bow!!! $5,000/acre.
Pearson Rd.,
Midway 90+/Acre Ranch Available!!!
Features include
Homesite area, fence, cross fence, creek, 2
ponds, and heavy cattle pens. $449,000.
Bedias Dr.,
Bedias TX
21+/- Acres with Cabin, Water & Electric
$159,000.
New Listing!!
Town & Country Ln.
14+/- Recreational
Acres approx 25%
UNDER CONTRACT
open/75% wooded, fence, cross fence, pond,
and ﬁxer upper cabin. $99,500.

View all our listings at
www.dblrealestate.com

CR 134 Leona:
10+/- Acres great for
recreation, bow hunting!! $65,000.
New Listing:
FM 1119
Leon County 49.00+/- Acres with paved Road
Frontage $318,500 (6500/AC).
New Listing:
Mustang Loop
2.5 Acres mostly open ready for your custom or
mobile home!! $55,000.
New Listing:
Midway
359.7 Acres with 2 ponds, fence, old Mobile Ho
me & FM 247 Frontage $5,995/acre.
New Listing: Owner Financing Available!!
FM 2158 Land Available: 1-3 tracts of
restricted acreage (20+/- acres each) offering
unlimited opportunity for those wanting a
permanent country residence or weekend
retreat. Tracts present varying degrees of
openness but all are excellent choices for
hunting and/or agricultural purposes.
This
property is easily accessible with paved road
frontage and electricity is available. No mobile
homes or multifamily dwellings per restrictions;
2677 FM 2158 - 20+/- Acres $240,000
2803 FM 2158 - 20+/- Acres $240,000

Accepting new
listings

Riverside, TX:
Used Car Lot & Portable Builiding Sales
Business on 6.7 Acres. $650,000
New listing!!
2 Commercial
buildings on nearly 1/2 acre ready for your
new business!! Bldg #1 has 2926 sf; #2
has 1972 sf (cad) along with an additional
shed. $110,000

$475,000
21+/- Acres on Spur 67 & I-45. Residential,
Ranch and/or Commercial.
$350,000
New Listing:
Hwy 21 W Old Farmhouse on 5.00+/- Acres
with 2 outbuildings.

LOTS
700 May St., Madisonville 3.328 Acres with
high visibility $59,000.
2 Lots, approx .40 acre together on Holly
Springs in Hilltop Lakes. $2500 each!!
New Listing:
Acre Lot $20,000.

Settlers Ln.

RENTALS
303 A & 303 E Madison St; Commercial
Rentals $600/month.
Madisonville - 3 Commercial Lease buildings
located on Hwy 90, just off the square. 303 C,
683 SF & includes kitchenette; 303 E, 1718 SF,
has large open space & built-in desks; 301
C&D, 2400 SF w/ 2 bay doors & ofﬁce area.
Call for Details.

Like us on Facebook
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Bedias Civic Club meets tomorrow
We had a delightful
time at the Bedias Baptist
Church Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner
last Tuesday evening and
another wonderful Community Thanksgiving Dinner, on Thanksgiving Day,
at the Shiloh (Pankey)
Baptist Church. We live in
such a wonderfully loving
and caring community,
thank you Bedias.
The Bedias Civic Club
meets Thursday at 6 p.m.,
at the Bedias Civic Center, for a community potluck and an interesting
program. All Bedias area

PARKER

Welcome to Bedias
Dave and Sandra
Woodruff
residents are encouraged
to attend and participate
all civic club activities.

We are looking forward
to our annual Christmas
Pancake Breakfast, 8 a.m.
to 10 a.m., and our world
famous Bedias Christmas
Parade, at 6 p.m. Dec. 21,
at the Bedias Civic Center,
everyone welcome.
We have been offering
refreshing and uplifting
Christian films at Faith
Outreach Christian Center, in Navasota for nearly
two years. Our next film
“A Child of the King” will
screen at 5 p.m. Sunday.
Please plan to join us and
please encourage your
friends and neighbors to

attend with you and your
family. You can find more
information about Faith
Outreach on their webpage, www.foccministries.com.
Please go to our
page, www.facebook.
com/BediasTexasChristianFilmFestival, or
www.facebook.com/
FOCC1976, for more information on our programs.
Do you have a community or church event you
would like included in
our weekly column? We
would love to share your

pated in local softball leagues
until he was 43.
Parker described his father
as a straight disciplinarian who
taught him a lot of values in life.
He called his mother, Myrtia, as
loving of a person there could
be.
“Raising seven children has
got to be a super chore,” said
Parker. “But I am pretty sure she
never considered it one.”
He also credits one of his first
official jobs for helping mold his
future from an early age. Parker
spent three years working at the
Madisonville Meteor from 1948
until 1951, beginning at the age
of 13.
“It gave me a means of income and a background that
would allow me to get any job,”
said Parker. “That was one of
the things that helped shape my
life.”
But it was his love for the diamond that would take him out
of Madisonville to attend Texas
Tech University in Lubbock as a
member of the 1958 Red Raider
baseball team. It also led to his
love for coaching and mentoring.
During his senior year, he
coached Tech’s freshman team
– then called the Picadors to
match the varsity squad’s Matador moniker - as well as an
American Legion squad. The
latter won a state championship
under Parker in 1959. An April
7, 1959 article in Texas Tech student newspaper, The Toreador,

notes the Picadors’ then-undefeated record and says Parker
was coaching “one of the finest
Continued from page 1
freshman nines at Tech yet.”
“Coaching is teaching,” said
Before those footprints made
Parker. “You really learn more
their mark in county governfrom the students than they
ment, Parker enjoyed a diverse
learn from you. There were a
career in education, coaching
lot of instances where an interand technology. This included
action with a student or player
a stint as the principal of Madwould change the way I dealt
isonville High School for eight
with all of them simply because
years. These positions and the
they teach you a lot about life.”
relationships made along the
Parker married Jo Ann Baugh
way would ultimately define his
in June of 1963. She was the
life and help create the local figsister of two brothers he had
ure he has since become.
recruited to play on his local
Parker was born in Kosse in
baseball team in high school.
1934, but his family moved back
“I am not sure if either of us
to Madisonville before his secknew the other existed at that
ond birthday. He was a middle
time,” said Parker. “But when I
child and has five sisters and
was at Tech and came home on
one brother, all of whom are
breaks we had a couple of dates.
still alive today.
In 1962, I came back for the holLike many kids in East Texas,
idays and called her up to ask
much of his early years revolved
her to a movie and things went
around sports.
from there.”
“Baseball pretty much
While the couple never had
shaped my life,” said Parker.
children of their own, Parker
“Madisonville did not have a
spent the majority of his career
high school team back then,
giving guidance to students and
but we got a group together that
players.
competed against surrounding
“I liked to tell everybody that
communities. It is one of the
I already had close to 500 kids
things that helped draw me out
every year,” he said.
from being a reclusive kid to
He landed his first teaching
participating in society.”
job at Seminole High School,
His father, Earl Parker Sr.,
where he spent one year bereceived credit for creating his
fore switching to Lubbock High
desire to play baseball. Earl Sr.
School to coach baseball and
helped clear the fields for their
teach American History. He
team and transported the playwould remain in Lubbock until
ers to games. He also partici1968.
After
Lubbock,
Parker was hired as the
PUBLIC NOTICE OF BID
first assistant football
coach at Aldine High
Region 7 ESC is soliciting bids on behalf of 145 education entities & one education
School. Four years later,
service center in the Region 7 Purchasing Cooperative. Bids are solicited for the
following:
he accepted the head
coaching job at EisenCATEGORY/OPENING DATE/TIME/AWARD
hower High School,
Commodity Processing/Closes January 13, 2020/10:00 AM
which had just opened.
Eisenhower would win
Commodity Processing/Opens January 15, 2020/10:00 AM
just one game during
Catering/January 14, 2020/1:30 PM
his first two seasons at
Building Maintenance & Safety Supplies/January 16, 2020/1:30 PM
the helm.
Health Supplies/January 21, 2020/1:30 PM
Athletic Trainer/Fieldhouse Equip. & Supplies/January 23, 2020/1:30 PM
Audio Visual Equipment & Supplies/January 23, 2020/1:30 PM
Cafeteria Equipment & Supplies/March 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Snacks, Beverages, Ala’ Carte, & Produce/March 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Athletic Equipment & Supplies/March 26, 2020/1:30 PM
General Office Supplies & Furniture/March 26, 2020/1:30 PM
Bread/Milk/Ice Cream/Juice/May 5, 2020/1:30 PM
Food Service/May 5, 2020/1:30 PM
Classroom Calculators/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Copy Paper/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Custodial Supplies/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Library Books & Supplies/May 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Classroom Furniture & Supplies/May 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Musical Instruments/Service, Equip/Supplies/May 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Construction, Building & Supplies/May 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Electrical Supplies/May 21, 2020/1:30 PM
Plumbing Supplies/May 21, 2020/1:30 PM
Educational Activities & Supplies/July 7, 2020/1:30 PM
Uniforms: Athletic; Band; Performance/July 7, 2020/1:30 PM
Contracted Services/July 9, 2020/1:30 PM
Mobile Communication Equip/Supplies/July 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Computer Hardware & Supplies/July 14, 2020/1:30 PM
Network Systems & Supplies/July 16, 2020/1:30 PM
Printing & Printing Supplies/July 16, 2020/1:30 PM
Vocational Equipment & Supplies/July 16, 2020/1:30 PM
Paint & Painting Supplies/September 8, 2020/1:30 PM
Copy Machines/September 8, 2020/1:30 PM
Vehicles: All Types; New/Pre-owned; Buy/Lease/September 10, 2020/1:30 PM
Special Education & Supplies/September 15, 2020/1:30 PM
Grounds/Athletic Fields Maintenance, Equipment & Supplies/
September 17, 2020/1:30 PM
Computer Software & Supplies/November 10, 2020 /1:30 PM
Science Supplies/November 12, 2020/1:30 PM
Physical Education/Recreational Sports, Equipment & Supplies/
November 17, 2020/1:30 PM
Transportation Maintenance & Supplies/November 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Instructional Catalog/November 19, 2020/1:30 PM
Substance & Alcohol Abuse Testing/December 1, 2020/1:30 PM
Supplemental Food Services/December 1, 2020/1:30 PM

Bid specifications may be accessed at: https://purchasing.esc7.net, (903) 988-6859
or purchasing@esc7.net. Hardcopy bids will be opened at the ESC on each opening
date and time. Electronic bids will be opened online at the ESC on each opening
date and time. Region 7 reserves the right to make final decisions as to the best
interest of the Cooperative.
Region 7 ESC
1909 North Longview Street, Kilgore, Texas 75662
Tel: 903.988.6700 Fax: 903.988.6708 www.esc7.net

news with our readers.
Happy birthday to
Rosemary Smith, Garrett
Burditt, Sharon Newton,
Billy Boyd, Jim Lindsay
and Don Dean. Happy
anniversary to Bob and
Jackie Jones and Dave and
Sandra Woodruff. Congratulations to everyone
else celebrating personal
and family occasions.
Drop us a note if you want
to add someone to our
birthday, anniversary or
concerns list.
Please take care when
driving near our schools
and in sharing the road

“I felt real down after every
loss,” said Parker. “But the next
morning (after games), those
kids were fired up as if they
were 10-0 because they were
getting the opportunity to play.
That was what was important to
them and it taught me a pretty
good lesson. In participating in
athletics, you learn a lot.”
The tough times at Eisenhower would not last long.
Parker’s second losing season
was his last as he led the team to
a winning record in each of his
final six years. At the time, only
district champions advanced
to the postseason. By today’s
standards, the team would have
qualified for the playoffs in each
of those seasons.
Parker returned home in
1980. He was an assistant football coach for the Mustangs for
one season before a new challenge presented itself.
“The main reason I came
back to Madisonville was because my parents were getting
up in the years and our family
felt like someone needed to
be here,” said Parker. “I had a
profession that allowed me to
come here and an opportunity
opened up.”
That opportunity was the
principal position at MHS,
which Parker would hold until
1989. He had enjoyed his years
as a teacher but now had a
chance to work in a new facet
of the education system.
“Back when I was teaching and coaching in Lubbock,
there were several opportunities to go into administration,
but it just did not feel like the
right time for me,” said Parker.
“I told people that once I was
through coaching I would consider it. When the opportunity
came up, I felt like it was the
right thing to do.
The kids were always the
most important thing. It was a
job that I felt was important and

TEXODUS
Continued from page 1

obviously that weakens the
influence of the delegation,” said Richard Cohen,
chief author of The Almanac of American Politics,
adding that the delegation
“has been known to carry its
weight.”
The Democrats flipping
the House in 2018 was perhaps the biggest blow to
Texas’ clout in Congress.
Before Republicans lost the
majority, Texans had six
committee chairmanships.
Now they have one: U.S.
Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Dallas, who chairs
the House Science, Space
and Technology Committee.
And the wave of new Democrats washed out some powerful Texas Republicans.
Then-U.S. Rep. John
Culberson, a Republican
member of the House Appropriations Committee
from 2012 to 2018, lost his
seat to Democrat Lizzie
Fletcher. Former U.S. Rep.
Pete Sessions, a Republican
from Dallas, was chairman
of the House Rules Committee when Democrat Colin
Allred defeated him. (Sessions is seeking to return to
Congress in 2020, running
for a different seat being vacated by U.S. Rep. Bill Flores,
R-Bryan.)
Another Republican, U.S.
Rep. Lamar Smith of San
Antonio, chaired the the
Science, Space and Technology Committee before he
retired and Republican U.S.
Rep. Chip Roy took his seat.
It will be years until Fletcher,
Allred or Roy is in a position

to chair a committee — if
they stay in Congress long
enough.
Soon, the state will lose
even more powerful members. Among those retiring
after 2020, three Texans are
the top Republican members of House committees:
U.S. Rep. Mac Thornberry,
R-Amarillo, is the ranking member of the House
Armed Services Committee;
U.S. Rep. Mike Conaway,
R-Midland, is the ranking
member of the House Agriculture Committee; and
U.S. Rep. Kenny Marchant,
R-Coppell, is the ranking
member on the House Ethics Committee.
Only two ranking members from Texas remain:
Granger, who is facing a
tough 2020 primary challenge, and U.S. Rep. Kevin
Brady, R-The Woodlands,
who is ranking member of
the House Ways and Means
Committee. If the House
flips back to Republicans in
2020, those Texans would
become chairs of their influential committees.
But while powerful members have departed, some of
the freshmen who replaced
them have begun to make
their marks. Democrats, in
particular, have enjoyed the
fruits of joining Congress
while in the majority. U.S.
Rep. Veronica Escobar, D-El
Paso, has emerged as a leading voice on immigration
and border security issues,
largely due to her district’s
location along the border.
After the resignation of U.S.
Rep. Katie Hill, D-California, Escobar assumed the
position as freshman representative on House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s leadership

with school busses, and in
road construction and repair areas. Please uphold
our brave law enforcement officers, volunteer
fire fighters and other
first responders. Please
remember Joe and Betty
Williamson, MaeDell
Younts, Gene Stapleton,
Philip Upchurch, Richard
Taylor, Lew Gears, George
Newton, and Aidan Fedor
in your hearts and prayers.
Send news to Editor-BUMCNL@msn.com,
and please follow us at
www.facebook.com/BediasNews.

I also felt like I was good at it.”
After retiring from the position in ’89, Parker was looking
for yet another new challenge.
He decided that computers
would be a good route to go
since he had been involved
with introducing them to Madisonville schools.
He worked in computer
sales for Tandy Corporation
for three years before going
into business as a self-employed technician. He decided
to make this transition after
selling a network to the Bryan
School District.
The computers were sent
with the wrong sound cards
and Tandy told them it would
take six months to come down
and correct the error. Instead,
Parker talked with the software
company and worked with
their technician to put in new
sound cards.
“I made the decision at that
time that if I was going to be
doing that sort of thing, I might
as well go into business on my
own,” said Parker.
He would work as a self-employed technician for 13 years
and also reentered the classroom as a substitute teacher
afterwards. In 2007, the job of
Election Administrator was
created.
He first learned of the position when former colleague
Charlotte Barrett, who worked
as the county clerk at the time,
told him about the new opening. A successful interview led
to 12 years at the position and a
standard of innovative progress.
Appropriate for a former
computer salesman, in 2010
Madison County became the
ninth county in Texas to establish voting centers and were the
first in the state to install a new
digital Hart voting system. Hart
sent Parker a plaque honoring
this achievement for his retirement.
team — a sign that she’s in
good standing with party
leadership.
“It’s important that when
decisions are being made
that the voices on the table
be representative of the diversity of our caucus,” Escobar said.
And then there’s U.S.
Rep. Dan Crenshaw,
R-Houston, who won his
seat after the retirement of
U.S. Rep. Ted Poe. Around
Washington, some have
dubbed the outspoken and
young former Navy SEAL
as “the future of the GOP.”
(That honorific had once
been bestowed on another
Texas Republican, U.S. Rep.
Will Hurd of Helotes, who is
among the six Texans retiring this year.)
More shakeups in the
Texas delegation could
come in the 2020 elections.
The filing period is open
for the 2020 elections, and
multiple incumbents still
haven’t turned in their paperwork, though they still
have until Dec. 9. Democrats
are hoping to knock off another three incumbents with
years of experience, while
Republicans hope to regain
the two seats they lost in
2018.
Many of the toughest political battles will happen in
the Texas suburbs, which
used to be majority white
and safely Republican.
“They’ve got a problem,”
Cohen said. “There are many
reasons Republicans, especially in the House, that
they’ve become reluctant to
separate themselves from
Trump. Or if they want to
separate themselves from
Trump, they are either retiring or have contested seats.”
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Young Mustangs lose key pieces
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com
The young Madisonville
basketball team picked up
a win during a tournament
at Worthing High School
in Houston over Thanksgiving break but will be
without the services of key
contributors Tyrese Brown
and Andarius Morning
moving forward in their
new campaign.
Brown, who has started
on the team since his
freshman year, decided to
step away in order to focus
on nursing his injured
ankle back to full health
as he works toward a possible football scholarship.

He initially sustained the
injury at the conclusion of
the football season.
“(Brown) was definitely the heart and soul
of the team,” said Reid.
“He was a captain, senior
leader and proven winner.
We are definitely going to
miss him big time.”
Morning will no longer
be with the program due
to a violation of team rules.
The departures will
make things difficult for
an already inexperienced
Madisonville roster that
will now rely almost exclusively on young talent.
Senior Dylan Stanley, who
was a co-captain with
Brown and is currently
the team’s lone remaining

captain, returned to the
lineup over break. Stanley
and Elijah Nauls are the
two remaining seniors.
“The main step for me
right now is to continue
to establish and maintain
the right culture with the
kids,” said Reid. “That
culture has to continue to
be one of character, academics and one hundred
percent effort. That supersedes everything. If we
have that, we’ll take care
of the basketball side of it
day by day.”
Reid has adamantly
preached the importance
of character off the court
and success in the classroom during his tenure at
MHS.

“We need to hold these
guys accountable to a high
standard and help them
become better young
men,” he said. “The basketball part will take care
of itself. We were a young
team coming in and we
still are, they will get better
on the basketball side of it,
but I want them to become
better people first.”
In their first matchup
at Worthing, the Mustangs
fell 88-34 to 6A Aldine.
Xzavier Whaley led the
way in scoring for the Mustangs with nine points. He
was followed by Brown
and Rodney Brooks with
six points apiece.
see MUSTANGS page 12

SHORTHANDED STANGS

Campbell Atkins

Four-year starter and team captain Tyrese Brown decided to step away from the basketball team to focus
on making a full recovery from an ankle injury in pursuit of a possible football scholarship. The Mustangs
also lost sophomore and key contributor Andarius Morning as a result of a team rule violation.

Bulldogs drop contest at Buffalo
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com
The North Zulch basketball
game dropped a road matchup
at Buffalo on Nov. 26 by a score
of 57-46 before the Thanksgiving
break. The Bulldogs returned to
the court Tuesday with a home
matchup against Bremond.
“We are still learning to play as
a new team,” said head coach Matt
Kirschner. “We have had a lot of
changes with our lineups so far this
year and are still turning the ball
over too many times while not forcing enough from our opponents.”
The Bulldogs managed just 17
points in the second half of play
against Buffalo, scoring just six in
the third quarter alone.
“Our shooting is inconsistent at
times,” said Kirschner. “We do have
several players so far that have led
us in scoring, which is a good thing
since it shows we do not have to depend on just one person doing the
scoring.”
Blake Housley led the way in
scoring in the loss at Buffalo with
15 points. He was followed by Tyler
Kirschner and Emory Broussard
with eight apiece. Housley’s 15
points were fueled by four successful three-point attempts.
North Zulch looked to get back
on track at NZHS on Tuesday
against Bremond. They will also
host a tournament at North Zulch
from Dec. 5-7.
District play for the Bulldogs is
set to begin on Jan. 17 against Normangee at home.

Campbell Atkins

Madisonville’s Rodney Brooks passes the ball to a
teammate during the team’s opening night matchup
against Anderson-Shiro.

Lady Mustangs
pick up OT win
By Campbell Atkins
campbell.atkins@
madisonvillemeteor.com
The Madisonville Lady
Mustangs basketball
team rebounded from a
Nov. 26 loss to Concordia Lutheran with a 63-56
home win in overtime
over La Vega on Friday.
“It was a great win
for us,” said head coach
Shana Taylor. “We still
need a lot of work but the
good thing is we are playing hard. They ended up
with two players on the
court after overtime. If
we had to go into overtime with their full load,
it might have been a
different story. We play
hard but we need to play
smart. It was a good win
that we needed for our
confidence.”
The win puts the Lady
Mustangs at 2-2 to start
the season with wins
over Crockett and La
Vega and losses to Marlin and Concordia Lutheran. In Friday’s win at
MHS, Jyah Burns led the
team in scoring with 20
points. She was followed
by Khyra Cooper with 16
and Daiona Johnson with
15.

The game featured a
large number of fouls that
resulted in a shorthanded
effort for La Vega down
the stretch. Madisonville
also committed a large
number of fouls, but were
able to keep their players
on the court.
Taylor is focused on
executing the fundamentals to polish the team’s
game moving forward
through the early portion
of the season, but has
never questioned their
willingness to work hard.
“It is just doing the
small things like blocking out and moving your
feet without fouling,” said
Taylor. “Our best players stay in foul trouble in
every game and it comes
down to committing silly
fouls. We are not as discipline as we should be,
and that makes the game
so much harder.
The only thing I would
say we do not need to
work on is our effort. They
work hard on every play,
but we are not playing
smart. We are bringing in
new players who need to
learn how to play at this
level. It is teaching and
see LADY

MUSTANGS page 12

Cowboys stuffed in
Thanksgiving loss

T

Campbell Atkins

Tyler Kirschner of North Zulch brings the ball up the court during a
Bulldogs home contest at NZHS.
www.madisonvillemeteor.com

he Dallas Cowboys
lost their second
straight contest
with a 26-15 defeat at
the hands of the Buffalo
Bills to spoil their annual
Thanksgiving Day home
game in Jerry World,
dropping their record
to a pedestrian 6-6 with
four games remaining in
the regular season. The
Cowboys have still not
defeated a team with a
winning record this season.
In the wake of early
season success through
the air against some of the
league’s lesser opponents,
the Cowboys have strayed
away from the running
game. Dak Prescott threw
the ball a whopping 49
times in a game that was
mostly low scoring. Ezekiel Elliot ran the ball
well, compiling 71 yards
on 12 carries (nearly six
yards per attempt), but he
simply was not involved
enough.
Offensive Coordinator Kellen Moore’s flashy,
let’s-make-Dak-a-superstar approach may have
worked against Miami and
Washington, but Dallas
has completely neglected
the identity that has made
them successful with this
personnel in the past.

Eye on Sports
Campbell
Atkins
The good news for Dallas is that their division
seems to be worsening
with them on a weekly
basis. The second place
Philadelphia Eagles fell
to 5-7 with a road loss to
those Dolphins on Sunday, meaning the Cowboys held on to their slim
lead.
The NFC East is a disturbing eyesore on an
otherwise dominant conference. It is very possible
that Dallas walks away
with a division championship and home playoff
game with a record of 9-7
or 8-8.
Regardless, it seems
safe to say that Jason Garrett’s days as head coach
are numbered. Owner
see CAMPBELL page 12
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Jerry Jones voiced his
frustration with the
coach after the team’s
13-9 loss to the New England Patriots on Nov.
24. A Thanksgiving loss
did nothing to calm the
outspoken owner’s concerns.
It appears that unless
the Cowboys make a
deep run in the postseason (which, even if they
do win the lowly East,
seems next to impossible at this point), that
Garrett will be shown the
door. He has done just
enough to maintain his
job for over a decade, but
it could finally be time for
a change with little to no
returns on the constant
Cowboy hype year in and
year out.
Dallas will travel to
Chicago to meet the disappointing but defensively stingy Bears (6-6)
at Soldier Field on Thursday night. Considering
the current status of the
Eagles, it is hard to call
this a must win game. It
will, however, be critical
for the team’s confidence
moving forward.

Campbell Atkins

Madisonville’s Khyra Cooper drives to the basket during
a Lady Mustangs home game in 2018.

LADY MUSTANGS

in the 53-38 loss while
Tra’Shayla Smith led the
way in rebounds with
seven.
Madisonville
remained at home Tuesday
with a matchup against
James Earl Rudder in an
attempt to climb above
the 500 mark. They will
compete in a tournament
in Centerville over the
weekend and travel to
Snook on Friday.

Continued from page 12

reteaching and they are
capable, they just need to
learn the game.”
In the loss at Concordia Lutheran on Nov. 26,
Cooper led the team in
scoring with 16 and steals
with five. Johnson added
nine points to the total

MUSTANGS
But the team bounced
back in their next showing against Waltrip and
edged out a 68-67 victory.
Brown put on a show in
one of his final games with
the Mustangs and led the
team with 23 points. Madisonville also scored 23
points in the second quarter alone to build an early
lead.
The Mustangs fell in
another tight finish in a
consolation game against
Kashmere in their final

and the Texans kept the
Patriots at bay until the
final quarter.
The loss means that
New England surrenders the top spot in the
AFC playoffs to Lamar
Jackson and the Baltimore Ravens for the time
being. The Ravens, also
10-2, own the tie breaker
after defeating the Patriots 37-20 on Nov. 3.
Baltimore has not lost
since Sept. 29 and are
riding the dominance
of Jackson on a weekly
basis. The MVP frontrunner has set dazzling records at the quarterback
position for the Ravens
and is finding new and
creative ways to win football games with his arm
and with his legs.
New England will conclude their season with
matchups against the
Kansas City Chiefs, Cincinnati Bengals, Bills and
Dolphins. The Ravens
will see the Bills, Jets,
Browns and Steelers.
Even with the struggles
of the Patriots, the playoffs are a whole different
beast. It will be critical for
Jackson and the Ravens
to hold onto the top spot
if they hope to advance
to the Super Bowl in February. They have already

defeated New England at
home, but doing so in the
playoffs at Gillette Stadium in Foxboro is next
to impossible, historically
speaking.
The Texans, meanwhile, improved to 8-4
and maintained their one
game advantage over the
Tennessee Titans in the
AFC South. They also currently hold the tiebreaker
over Pat Mahomes and
the Chiefs in the race for
the three seed in the playoffs as a result of their
31-24 win at Arrowhead
Stadium on Oct. 13.
But Houston would do
well to keep a level head
after the exciting win over
the defending champions and focus on the task
at hand: the Titans. The
Texans may hold a onegame lead, but that could
evaporate in a hurry with
two of their final three
matchups of the regular
season coming against
Tennessee.
The Titans also seem
like a rejuvenated team
since swapping quarterback Marcus Mariota for
Ryan Tannehill and replaced the Colts as Houston’s main competition
in the South with a comeback win in Indianapolis
Sunday.
Campbell Atkins

think we got some good
experience out of that, especially for these younger
guys.”
The new-look Mustangs
traveled to Livingston for
a road matchup with the
Lions on Tuesday. They
will compete in a tournament at Franklin over the
weekend before another
road matchup with Brenham on Dec. 10.
Madisonville will return
to MHS on Dec. 17 to host
Sealy at 6:15 p.m. They will
then battle Waco-Connally on Dec. 20 before
hosting the Madisonville
Holiday Invitational on
Dec. 27 and 28.

matchup of the weekend,
losing 50-48.
A double-technical foul
on Morning at the end of
the third quarter resulted
in four foul shots and four
free points for Kashmere
at a critical point in the
game. The Mustangs also
surrendered 20 points in
the second quarter of play
to finish 1-2 in Worthing.
“All three of them
were quality teams,” said
Reid. “I think we got out
of that tournament what
we needed to get out of it
from a standpoint of the
level of competition and
the adversity of being in an
unfamiliar environment. I

Continued from page 12

After Chicago, the
Cowboys will host the
Rams and travel to Philadelphia for a matchup
that could ultimately decide the East. They will
conclude the regular season with a home game
against Washington on
Dec. 29.
The Texans delivered
their fans a statement win
at NRG Stadium on Sunday night with a 28-22
victory over Tom Brady
and the Patriots (10-2).
Watson poked holes in
the league’s most dominant defense throughout
the night and finished
with four touchdowns,
three passing and another receiving on a toss
from DeAndre Hopkins.
Houston had three
receivers record at least
50 yards in the win (Hopkins, Kenny Stills and
Duke Johnson). Stills,
Johnson and Darren Fells
all recorded touchdown
receptions.
On the other side, the
New England offense
continued to struggle
and could not find a consistent rhythm. While
Brady’s stat line was not
bad by any means, the
42-year-old was never
on the same page with
his flakey receiving corp

Madisonville’s
James Whaley
takes a shot
against
AndersonShiro at MHS.

She’s Back
Gala Nettles returns as a weekly feature of
the Madisonville Meteor
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Never miss Gala’s view of Madison
County and its people, subscribe today

Cole Allen
Ag Services
is running a

Winter Special

on
32% protein 5% fat
and
32% protein 8% fat
liquid feed.

www.madisonvillemeteor.com

936-348-3505

ashley.dommert@madisonvillemeteor.com
Or visit us on Facebook or Twitter to
renew or start a subscription.
www.madisonvillemeteor.com

Please call
Cole at
936-349-6359.

