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1,000 points  
for Katie, 100  

wins for Ryan  B1

Public notices in this 
week’s Press & Journal
• HIGHSPIRE: Borough Author-
ity Special Meeting Notice. 
A4
• ROYALTON: Estate of  Karla 
Ann Wingert. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Notice 
of  Zoning Hearing. A4
• SUSQUEHANNA TWP: Estate of  
S. Arlene Burkhart. A4

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Landlord George Crist organized a vigil for Marvin Caddell, Nightflower Staats and their 7-year-old son on Wednesday night outside of 134 South Union Street. The Rev. Catharine Senft 
Geib of the Tree of Life Lutheran Church in Harrisburg led the vigil. 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Bibles on the coffee table was one 
of  the first things Rhonda Howard 
noticed when she walked into the 
third-floor apartment where her 
brother Marvin Caddell had lived 
at 134 S. Union St. in Middletown.

At least five Bibles were sit-
ting there, maybe more. Reading 
glasses sat nearby.

On the same table was a journal 
where Caddell had hand-written 
an entry in blue ink. He wrote 
of  uncertainty over the future 
of  his relationship with his wife, 
Nightflower Staats, from whom 
Caddell was separated. He wrote 
of  reaching out to God.

The entry was from October. No 
others follow. 

Howard also noticed that Cad-
dell had installed five secu-

rity cameras in the two-bedroom 
apartment not much larger than 
a two-car garage.

One of  the cameras was pointed 
into the bedroom of  Joaquim, 
the 7-year-old son of  Marvin and 
Nightflower.

Rhonda, who lives in Philadel-
phia where Marvin is originally 
from, came to Middletown with a 

By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

It was too way windy for candles.
But Wednesday’s bitter cold 

didn’t keep about 60 people from 
coming together in downtown 
Middletown, to remember the 
three people who died in a murder-
suicide last week — Marvin Cad-
dell, Nightflower Staats, and their 
7-year-old son, Joaquim.

The front steps of  the apartment 
building at 134 S. Union St. where 
the family lived was covered with 
stuffed animals. Balloons of  differ-
ent colors were tied to the stair rail.

Allen Thomas taped to the 
front door of  the building a hand-
written sign he had made on large 
green fluorescent poster board, 

reading, “RIP Marvin & Family 
You Need to Know You Were Loved 
… Big Al.”

Middletown police discovered 
the three bodies inside their apart-
ment on Saturday night, Jan. 5. 
Police had been dispatched to the 
apartment shortly after 8 p.m., 
after being requested to check on 
the family by a pastor who was 
concerned over them not having 
been seen for several days.

Caddell, 48, is suspected of  kill-
ing the two before turning the 
gun on himself, authorities say. 
The double homicide-suicide took 
place “approximately” on Wednes-
day, Jan. 2, according to a press 
release from Dauphin County 
Coroner Graham Hetrick.

On Wednesday night, people 

stood in small groups close to one 
another, talking and mingling on 
the sidewalk in front of  the build-
ing, and in the street.

Middletown police parked their 
cruisers with lights flashing to 
block traffic on both ends of  the 
block.

A number of  borough police offi-
cers were standing by throughout 
the event. Officers handed out to 
children stuffed animals, many of  
which were placed on the stairs of  
the front entrance where 7-year-
old Joaquim had lived just a short 
time ago.

George Crist, who owns the 
apartment building, came up 
with the idea to hold the vigil, and 

‘NO MORE PAIN,  
AND NO MORE TEARS’

Community gathers at vigil for double murder-suicide victims

Bawi Thang adjusts the stuffed animals on the stoop of 134 S. Union St. 
after a vigil on Jan. 9 for the victims of a double murder-suicide — Marvin 
Caddell, Nightflower Staats and their 7-year-old son, Joaquim.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Marvin Caddell in 2009 or 2010.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Nightflower Staats in 2011.

Caddell’s sister: Don’t make 
him out to be a ‘monster’

Please see SISTER, page A5

Please see VIGIL, page A6

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The Lower Swatara Board of  
Commissioners will hold a pub-
lic hearing about the potential 
rezoning of  most of  the Jednota 
property that would help clear 
the way for D&H Distributing 
to build two warehouses.

The hearing will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Feb. 20 at the township 
building at 1499 Spring Garden 
Drive. 

D&H Distributing is propos-
ing to build two distribution 
facilities on the 300-acre Jed-
nota property along Rosedale 
Avenue, which is owned by the 
First Catholic Slovak Union. 

D&H plans to purchase 275.87 
acres to the west of  the Airport 
Connector Road and north 
and south of  the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike. 

One D&H hub would be 
655,200 square feet and located 
to the north of  Rosedale. The 
second hub would be located 
to the south, and could be ei-
ther 400,000 or 551,000 square 
feet depending on whether the 
company retains an office build-
ing on the site. The second hub 
would be leased to a third party 
until D&H needs it. 

D&H is a technology distribu-
tor based in Harrisburg with 
more than $4 billion in revenue 
in 2018, and their Mid-Atlantic 
distribution hub is located 
on Katie Court. At the Lower 
Swatara Planning Commission 
meeting in December, D&H Co-
President Michael Schwab said 
the company has outgrown its 
Katie Court hub. 

D&H wants to rezone land 
south of  the turnpike to in-
dustrial park from residential 
urban and industrial park lim-
ited land. The land is currently 
a mix of  zoning — residential 
urban, industrial park limited 
and office park.

Additionally, 73.17 acres to 
the north of  the turnpike — 
which D&H is not proposing to 
develop as part of  this project — 
would remain zoned residential 
urban. Also, about 50 acres on 
the west side of  the property 
would remain zoned office park 
and residential urban.

The planning commission 
recommended for approval the 
amendment to the commission-
ers at its meeting Dec. 20. Only 
three residents attended the De-
cember planning commission 
meeting, and no one spoke, said 
Township Planning and Zoning 
Coordinator Ann Hursh. 

Jednota 
rezoning 
hearing  
is Feb. 20
D&H Distributing 
wants warehouses 
at 300-acre Lower 
Swatara location
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AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

Blue & Gold Club  
to hold dinner dance

The Blue & Gold Club fund-
raiser dinner dance will be held 
from 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
19, at the American Legion Post 
594, 137 E. High St., Middletown.

For advance ticket purchases 
or information, call Larry Etter 
at 717-944-3123 or Middletown 
Area School District Athletic Di-
rector Cliff Smith at 717-948-3333.

The event supports student 
programs in the school district.

2019 Middletown Swim 
Club meeting is Jan. 21

The 2019 Middletown Swim 
Club meeting will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 21, at the 
Middletown Fire Hall, 10 Adelia 
St., Middletown.

Baseball and softball 
registration for LSTAA

Lower Swatara Township 
Athletic Association will hold 
registration for youth baseball, 
girls softball and teener baseball 
at the Lower Swatara Municipal 
Building, 1499 Spring Garden 
Drive, from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day, Jan. 19, and from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 26. 

Registration is open to chil-
dren living in Lower Swatara 
Township and Highspire. 

The online registration cutoff 
date is Feb. 3.

For questions, including cost 
and fundraiser options, as well 
as online registration, visit 
www.lstaa.org or call Jason 
Wagner at 717-574-0536.

MASD schools will be 
closed for MLK holiday

In observance of  Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, there will 
be no school for Middletown 
Area School District students on 
Monday, Jan. 21. 

This will be a staff develop-
ment makeup day, if  needed.

Wounded Warriors event 
to be held at the Moose

The women and men of  the 
Middletown Moose, 100 Mill St., 
invite the community to a free 
event at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 2 
in the downstairs room.

Melanie Downey of  Pennsyl-
vania Wounded Warriors Inc., 
will be the guest speaker.

For more information, call 
Caroline Truax at 717-982-6762. 

Frey Village Friends of 
the Arts slates concert 

Frey Village Friends of  the 
Arts is sponsoring a free concert 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 25 in 
the chapel.

Matt and Carol Frigm, mar-
ried best friends, will perform 
their songs about life and love, 
with bits of  soft rock, country 
and jazz.

All music lovers are invited.

Roast beef at Lower 
Swatara Fire Company

Lower Swatara Volunteer 
Fire Company, 1350 Fulling Mill 
Road, is sponsoring a roast beef  
dinner from 11 a.m. until sold 
out Sunday, Jan. 20.

Eat-in or takeout is available.

TOWN TOPICSNEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Little snow doesn’t hurt
M i d d l e -

town Area 
High School 
seniors Alex-
is  Har mon 
and Timothy 
Nevil recently 
were selected 
a s  D e c e m -
ber’s Students 
of  the Month.

Alexis is the 
daughter of  
Brad Harmon 
and Lisa Wolf.

She is  a 
member of  
many clubs 
in the high 
school: Na-
tional Honor Society, Link 
Crew, Mini-THON, PRIDE Club, 
FCCLA, Key Club, and Prom 
Committee. Alexis also has an 
internship in the main office of  
the high school.

Alexis was a varsity player 
for volleyball and was named a 
Mid-Penn Conference Volleyball 
All-Star and a member of  the 
Mid-Penn Conference second 
team.

Alexis works at Doc’s Roller 
Skating Rink, and she plans on 
attaining her bachelor’s degree 
in teaching/education. Her goal 
is to be an MAHS teacher after 
college.

Timothy is the son of  Martyn 
R. and Julia L. Nevil.

Tim is a Mini-THON chair-
man, and is also a member of  
PRIDE Club and Link Crew. Tim 
is the sound technician for the 
school’s musicals, and a reporter 
on the Raider Newscast “Tim & 
Tim.” He is the WMSS station 
manager and sports director. Ad-
ditionally, he has an internship 
for Penn State Health, Depart-
ment of  Public Health Services.

Tim is a member of  the march-
ing, concert and jazz bands and 
is the president of  the Blue Wave 
Marching Band. He is also the 
president of  Tri-M Honor Soci-
ety, and was the recipient of  a 
Tournament of  Bands Scholar-
ship.

He is employed at Klock Enter-
tainment and The Hershey Story. 
After high school, he plans on 
majoring in infectious diseases 
and immunology in college.

Harmon

Nevil

Hi, people! It looks like we 
have been having some wintry 
weather, finally. What is winter 
for if  we don’t get some snow? 
Snow is beautiful, until you 
have to drive in it or shovel it!

I always look forward to a 
good snow so the kids can enjoy 
a snow day, go sledding, make 
snow angels, build an igloo, or 
roll a snowman. 

What is your favorite snow 
activity? I like to look at it! 
There is something special 
about sitting under warm blan-
kets and enjoying a snowstorm 
right outside your window. 

We have nine more weeks 
of  winter before spring begins 
March 20. I wonder how much 
snow we will get between now 
and then? 

Have a wonderful week, and 
enjoy the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day holiday on Monday. 

Don’t forget to share your 
news, email or call me!

Birthdays
Happy 14th cake-and-ice 

cream day to Faith Shonk of  
Londonderry Township on 
Wednesday, Jan. 16. I hope the 
sun peeks out for you on your 
day!

Tyna Brinser of  Lower Swata-
ra observes another confetti-
popping day on Thursday, Jan. 
17. Make it your best birthday 
yet, Tyna!

Best wishes for a beautiful 
birthday to Cathy Farr of  Lower 
Swatara on Jan. 17. Have a ter-
rific Thursday.

Annalise Spagnolo of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates her 15th 
balloon-flying day on Thursday, 
Jan. 17. Happy birthday to you!

Here is a shout-out to Jim 
Gallagher of  Lower Swatara on 
Friday, Jan. 18. Have a super-
duper birthday, Jim!

Happy landmark big-deal 
birthday to Garrett Deyle of  
Lower Swatara on Friday, Jan. 
18 as he turns 21.

Kaitlin Shartle marks her 
25th quarter-of-a-century happy 

birthday on Jan. 18. If  you see 
her on Friday, be sure to give 
her a super-loud congrats greet-
ing!

Olivia Yeich of  Lower Swatara 
joins the teener club on Friday, 
Jan. 18. I hope your 13th birth-
day is just beautiful!

Mike Brinser of  Lower Swata-
ra will hear the birthday song 
on Sunday, Jan. 20. I hope your 
day is full of  happy, Mike!

Happy 21st cake day to Nicole 
Whittle of  Middletown on Sun-
day, Jan. 20. Congrats and best 
wishes to you on this landmark 
day!

Here is a shout-out to favorite 
postal carrier Cindy Bowers 
of  Lower Swatara on Jan. 22. 
Many good wishes are sent 
your way for a terrific birthday 
on Tuesday, Cindy! 

Christian Nordai of  Middle-
town marks his legal-beagle 
21st cake day on Tuesday, Jan. 
22. Enjoy it all week long, and 
congrats!

Happy landmark 18th birth-
day to Nathan Cheek of  Middle-
town on Jan. 22. I hope your 
Tuesday is simply remarkable!

Anniversary
Happy wedding anniversary 

to Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Turns 
of  Middletown. They celebrate 
their special day on Monday, 
Jan. 21. Congrats!

Super Easy Meatloaf
1 lb. lean ground beef
1/4 c. chili sauce or ketchup
1 egg
1/4 c. bread crumbs
1/4 tsp. thyme leaves
1/4 tsp. onion salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

In large bowl, combine all 
ingredients and mix well. Press 
mixture firmly into ungreased 
8-by-4-inch loaf  pan.

Bake at 350 for 30 minutes. 
You can add an additional 3 
Tbsp. of  chili sauce or ketchup 
to the top and cook for 10 to 15 
more minutes or until thor-

oughly cooked in the center. 
Meat thermometer: 160 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Let stand for 5 
minutes then remove from 
pan. Serve with garlic mashed 
potatoes and a fresh salad, and 
French bread.

Dinner is served
All are welcome to a roast 

beef  dinner with cheesy pota-
toes, glazed carrots, applesauce, 
roll, beverage and dessert from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 
21, at Evangelical United Meth-
odist Church, 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown.  

Takeouts are available. A cost 
is involved. For more informa-
tion, call 717-944-6181. The loca-
tion is handicap-accessible. 

Quote of the Week
“I have a great need for Christ 

and I have a great Christ for my 
need.” — Charles Spurgeon, 
pastor and author, 1834-1892. 

Question of the Week
What is your favorite winter 

dinner?
“Green beans and ham. I help 

make it!” — Jameson Hoffman, 
6, Lower Paxton.

“Lentil soup.” — Terry 
Brownell, Hummelstown.

“Macaroni and cheese with 
hot dogs.” — Bill Seaton, Hum-
melstown.

“Pork, ham, mashed potatoes 
and green beans.” — DJ Butler, 
9, Middletown.

“Roast turkey and all the fix-
ings, and mac and cheese!” — 
Ka’Nai Wallace, 8, Middletown. 

“Extra-cheese pizza!” — 
Anonymous.

Proverb of the Week
My son, if  your heart is wise, 

then my heart will be glad; my 
inmost being will rejoice when 
your lips speak what is right 
(23:15,16).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Nevil and Harmon 
honored by MAHS

Eighth-grader Jordan Miller 
beat out nine other Middletown 
Area Middle School students in 
the annual National Geographic 
Geography Bee at the school 
Jan. 8. 

The students  were awarded 
a spot  in the geography bee by 
placing in the top 10 scores on a 
geography test taken by the entire 
student body.

Students answered questions 
regarding mountain ranges, 
bodies of  water, capitol cities 
and more. 

After seven students were 
eliminated,  RJ Gomboc, Jade 
Lesisko and Jordan remained. 
Jade answered her next question 
incorrectly and was named the 
third-place winner. 

RJ and Jordan entered the head-

to-head  championship  round, 
and the questions increased in 
difficulty. 

Finally, several rounds in, a 
body of  water stumped RJ and 
Jordan produced the correct an-
swer to become champion.

Jordan now will take a written 
test in hopes of  qualifying for 
additional competitions against 
area middle school students.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Participants in the Middletown Area Middle School annual National Geographic Geography Bee were, back row, 
Aidan Amspacker (eighth grade), Joe Korsak (eighth grade), Madeline Fox (seventh grade), Aaron Nordai (seventh 
grade), and Luke LeKites (seventh grade); front row, John Bell (eighth grade), RJ Gomboc (seventh grade), Jordan 
Miller (eighth grade), Jade Lesisko (eighth grade), and Cameron Scully (sixth grade).

Miller wins MAMS geography bee

The Hershey Civil War Round-
table will meet at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 17 
at Country Meadows, Main Build-
ing, 451 Sand Hill Road, Hershey.

The program will examine the 
role of  the 15th Alabama in the 
attack on Little Round Top on July 
2, 1863, which historians continue 
to study after 155 years. 

The experiences of  the everyday 
soldier, and the lasting impact 
of  their efforts today will be 
discussed by Angie Atkinson, a 
supervisory park ranger at Gettys-
burg National Military Park. She 
manages the Licensed Battlefield 
Guide program.

The meeting is free and open to 
the public. Anyone interested in 
the history of  Civil War is invited 
to attend.

Little Round Top 
topic of Civil 
War roundtable

Library to hold special event for preschool kids

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Count on us to cover 
your local municipal 

meetings and help you 
make sense of it all.

Locally owned since 1854

William H. & Marion C. Alex-
ander Family Library in Hum-
melstown will celebrate “Me and 
My Home!” Week with special 
preschool story times featuring 
“Welcome Home, Bear” by Il Sung 
Na during the week of  Feb. 3. 

“Welcome Home, Bear” follows 
Bear as he explores the places his 

friends call home and learns to 
appreciate everything he loves 
about his own home.

William H. & Marion C. Alex-
ander Family Library, 200 W. 2nd 
St., Hummelstown, will hold its 
story time from 10:15 to 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 5.

“Me and My Home!” Week pro-

grams are designed for children 
ages 3 to 5 years old, but families 
with children of  all ages are in-
vited, according to the library. 

Registration is required. For 
more information on these pro-
grams or to register, visit dcls.
org/preschool_storytime or call  
717-652-9380, ext. 1045.

pennsylvania
wounded

warriors, inc.

Speaker Melanie Downey 
of Pennsylvania Wounded Warriors, Inc.

This event is free & open to the community!

saturday, february 2nd AT 2 pm
middletown moose downstairs

100 Mill Street, Middletown
PRESENTED BY THE WOMEN AND MEN OF THE MOOSE, 

CHAIRMAN CAROLINE TRUAX 717-982-6762
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

I can help you save an 
average of  Talk to me 
about combining your renters  
and auto insurance today. 
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

Gotta  
love a  
good  
combo

… especially when it  
saves you money.

1201143

Steve Lane, Agent
735 North Union Street
Middletown, PA  17057

Bus: 717-944-1308
steve@stevelane.org $480.

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2010 survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

GIVEAWAY

A $499 Value!

Thru
Jan. 31st

Please help us 
by donating 
non-perishable 
food items to 
“FILL THE 80 
QT. COOLER” 
helping those in our 
community in-need 
this winter. All donations 

enter you to 
win a cooler by:

COURTESY OF

All donations benefi t 
our community:

Middletown Food 
Pantry & 
Community 
Cupboard of 
Elizabethtown

DROP-OFF:
450 North Pine Street
Middletown
QUESTIONS: (717) 388-1072

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Middletown police charged a 
borough man after determining 
he had damaged the window of  a 
residence and two windows of  a 
school bus using a BB gun.

Jesse Vencenzi Pasquini, 25, 
of  the 100 block of  East Main 
Street, is charged with criminal 
mischief, and a summary count 
of  discharge of  a weapon.

Police in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy 
said they were contacted by 
a resident in the 100 block of  
Hoffman Avenue who on Dec. 9 
reported that his second-floor 
window had been shot and dam-
aged by a BB gun.

On Dec. 10, officials with the 
First Student bus company 
reported to borough police that 
two windows had been shot out 
of  a school bus that was parked 
in the company lot at 461 Spruce 
Ave. 

Police estimated the damage 
of  replacing the home window 
and the school bus windows at a 
combined $300.

Pasquini is scheduled for 
a Feb. 4 preliminary hearing 
before Judy.

Search warrant leads to charges
A Middletown man was 

charged with DUI and drug 
offenses while borough police 
were executing a search warrant 
at a residence in the 700 block 
of  North Spring Street shortly 
after 12:30 p.m. Nov. 29.

Police said that Ian Michael 
Cain, 27, of  the North Spring 
Street address, whom police 
said was a target of  the search 
warrant, was pulled over after 
he was seen trying to drive away, 
according to arrest papers police 
filed with District Judge David 
Judy.

Police said Cain showed signs 
of  impairment. A large scale 
was found in his vehicle, police 
said, and they found on him a 
vape pen containing THC, the 
active ingredient of  marijuana.

Police said they also found 
during a search of  Cain’s bed-
room brass knuckles, marijuana 
and THC residue, and drug 
paraphernalia.

Cain had THC and fentanyl in 
his system at the time of  his ar-
rest, according to lab results of  a 
blood draw reported by police.

Cain is charged with DUI of  a 
controlled substance, possession 
of  marijuana, use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia, improper 
use of  a turn signal, and make 

repairs/sell/etcetera offensive 
weapons.

His preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for Feb. 19.

Two tire-slashing incidents 
A tire of  a 2010 tan Hyundai 

Sonata was reported slashed 
while the car was parked in 
the owner’s driveway in the 
400 block of  East Emaus Street 
between 6 p.m. Jan. 7 and 9 a.m. 
Jan. 8.

Damage was estimated at $80 
by Middletown police.

Police on Jan. 7 also received 
a report of  the front left tire 
of  a 2016 red Ford F-150 being 
slashed while the vehicle was 
parked in the 300 block of  Elm 
Court.

The tire had been stabbed 
three times, police said. Damage 
was estimated at $200.

Car stolen here turns up in Philly
A car reported stolen from a 

Pineford resident in Middletown 
turned up in Philadelphia later 
the same day, borough police 
say.

The 2010 maroon Hyundai So-
nata was stolen from a parking 
lot near the owner’s residence 
in Holly Hall sometime between 
7:30 p.m. Jan. 2 and 7:20 a.m. Jan. 
3, police said.

Later the same evening of  Jan. 
3, the stolen car was discovered 
by Philadelphia police in the 
city’s west side, Middletown 
police said. 

Philadelphia police on Jan. 
4 arrested the driver, Marquis 
Honay of  Upper Darby. He is 
charged with receiving stolen 
property and unauthorized use 
of  a motor vehicle, and is sched-
uled for a Jan. 22 preliminary 
hearing in Philadelphia Munici-
pal Court, according to online 
court records.

Water filters stolen from porch 
A package was reported stolen 

from the porch of  an apartment 
in the 300 block of  Spring Street 
in Middletown.

The package containing a 
water filter for a kitchen sink 
valued at $50 had been delivered 
at 2:45 p.m. Jan. 7, police said.

Items missing from residence
Jewelry including a watch 

and a ring, and some beer, were 
reported missing in a suspected 
burglary of  an apartment in the 
Woodmere Building of  Pineford 
in Middletown.

The owner told police that 
the items were taken sometime 
between Dec. 10 to Jan. 5.

Police, EMS, respond to overdose
A person said to have ingested 

80 milligrams of  OxyContin 
or oxycodone was treated for 
an overdose while at Midtown 
Pizza at Midtown Plaza in the 
400 block of  East Main Street in 
Middletown.

Borough police were dis-
patched to the scene at 8:36 p.m. 
Dec. 30. Police were about to 
administer Narcan to the indi-
vidual when emergency medical 
service personnel arrived, police 
said. 

EMS took the individual to the 
hospital, police said.

Damage to door at Dollar Tree  
The door of  the Dollar Tree 

store in Midtown Plaza was 
damaged on New Year’s Day 
morning in an unsuccessful 
break-in attempt, Middletown 
police said.

Police believe the culprits 
were two “extremely intoxi-
cated” men who had been kicked 
out of  an Uber vehicle in the 
parking lot of  the plaza in the 
400 block of  East Main Street.

Simple assault charges
Middletown police charged 

a borough man with simple as-
sault following an incident in the 
first block of  North Pine Street 
early on the morning of  Jan. 1.

The victim told police that 
Luther C. Gilbert III, 34, of  
the North Pine Street address, 
punched a woman with a closed 
fist in the arm several times. Gil-
bert was intoxicated, the victim 
told police.

Gilbert was arraigned before 
District Judge Lowell A. Witmer 
and also charged with harass-
ment. Bail was set at $10,000 
unsecured; Gilbert is not listed 
as being in Dauphin County 
Prison. His preliminary hearing 
is set for Jan. 28.

Thrown road cone breaks window 
Glass at Nissley Auto Cen-

ter in the 400 block of  Spruce 
Street was reported broken by 
someone throwing a road cone 
through a window, Middletown 
police said.

Surveillance video shows 
three white males believed to be 
teenagers who were at the scene 
at the time, police said. The 
incident was reported to police 

at 6:14 p.m. Dec. 27.

Man stole scrap, police say
A Harrisburg man was 

charged with theft after ad-
mitting to police that he had 
crawled through the fence of  
Royalton Recycling to steal steel 
piping with copper ends and 
four hydraulic hoses with steel 
ends.

The items allegedly taken Jan. 
6 by David George Koshko III, 
35, of  the 1900 block of  Regina 
Street, had a total value of  $310, 
according to arrest papers Roy-
alton police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

Koshko has a preliminary 
hearing set for Feb. 4.

Man charged in incident
Police charged a Middletown 

man following a dispute in the 
100 block of  East Emaus Street 
shortly before 11:30 p.m. Jan. 4.

A woman told police that she 
and Theodore Albe Verbinski, 
30, of  the East Emaus Street ad-
dress, had been arguing during 
the day and that Verbinski had 
been drinking, according to ar-
rest papers borough police filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

The victim told police that 
Verbinski broke her furniture 
and several other items belong-
ing to her, and that he then 
climbed on top of  her without 
her consent.

Verbinski is charged with 
simple assault and indecent as-
sault. He is awaiting setting of  a 
preliminary hearing.

Expired registration leads to DUI
Middletown police charged 

a borough man with DUI after 
pulling him over for having an 
expired registration in the area 
of  North Union Street and Oak 
Hill Drive at 8:30 p.m. Dec. 30.

Police detected an odor of  
marijuana during the traffic 
stop. The driver, Eliezer Jordan 
Jimenez, 23, of  the 100 block of  
Elmwood Drive, told police he 
had smoked pot about 15 min-
utes earlier, according to arrest 
papers police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

A search of  Jimenez and the 
1998 Honda Accord yielded drug 
paraphernalia and brass knuck-
les, police said.

Jimenez was taken to the 
booking center and charged 
with DUI and use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia. His prelimi-
nary hearing is set for Feb. 19.

Man shot out windows with a BB gun, 
police say; stolen car found in Philly

Gasoline prices in Harrisburg 
did not change last week, averag-
ing $2.38 a gallon Sunday, accord-
ing to GasBuddy's daily survey of  
241 stations in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the national 
average that increased 0.5 cents 
per gallon vs. last week to $2.24.

Average prices Jan. 14 in Har-
risburg have ranged widely over 

the last five years: $2.75 in 2018, 
$2.58 in 2017, $2.04 in 2016, $2.25 in 
2015 and $3.49 in 2014. 

Prices Sunday were 37.2 cents 
lower than a year ago and are 17.5 
cents lower than a month ago. The 
U.S. average dropped 14.1 cents in 
the last month and are 28.4 cents 
lower than a year ago.

Areas near Harrisburg and their 

current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.39, up 0.7 cents.
Reading: $2.47, up 2.3 cents.
York: $2.38, up 1.1 cents.

“With oil prices back over $50 
per barrel, it looks like gas prices 
in more areas may soon bottom out 
and start to tick higher,” said Pat-
rick DeHaan, head of  petroleum 
analysis for GasBuddy. 

Gas prices steady, increases on horizon

Carlyn Bitner
MIDDLETOWN

Carlyn L. Bitner, 88, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest 
on Sunday, January 13, 2019 at 
Hershey Medical Center. 

She was born on April 21, 1930 
in Middletown and was the lov-
ing daughter of  the late Paul T. 
and Beulah (Judy) Leicht. 

Carlyn was a member of  the 
Evangelical United Methodist 
Church, Middletown. Carlyn was 
a graduate of  Middletown High 
School, class of  1948. She retired 
as a secretary from Penn State 
Harrisburg after many years of  
service. 

Carlyn was a lifelong resi-
dent of  Middletown. She is 
well known in Middletown as 
a loving friend and volunteer 
to many. She was a member of  
the Middletown Women’s Club 
and enjoyed all sports including 
Middletown athletics. She was a 
dedicated volunteer and did work 
for Middletown Care-A-Van, 
CONTACT of  Harrisburg and 
the Interfaith Board. 

She was the devoted wife of  
Robert K. Bitner for 59 years and 
his caretaker at the end of  his life. 

In addition to her parents she 
was preceded in death by her 

husband Robert Bitner; sisters, 
Beatrice Lenker, Ethel Lyter; and 
brother, Paul Leicht. 

Carlyn is survived by her 
daughters, Elizabeth “Beth” 
Maurer and her husband Mark 
of  Boiling Springs, and Jennifer 
Bitner of  San Francisco; grand-
children, Mitchell Maurer, Lily 
Maurer, Kai Souzis; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

There will be a tribute to 
Carlyn’s life on Friday, January 
18, 2019 at 11 a.m. at Matinchek 
Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, Inc., 260 E. Main St., 
Middletown, Pa., with the Rev. 
Lee Ellenberger officiating. 
There will be a visitation from 10 
a.m. until the time of  the service 
on Friday.  Interment will be at 
Middletown Cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers please make 
donations to a charity of  your 
choice in Carlyn’s name. 

Condolences may be sent at 
www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com. 

LOWER SWATARA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

LowerSwataraFire.com • 1350 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown

Monthly Dinner:
Sunday, January 20th

*roast beef*
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables,  

Dessert, Coffee & Soda

eat-in or takeout • adults $12 • children $6

LOOK FOR 
OUR NEXT 
DINNER IN 
THE FEB. 13TH

PRESS & 
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BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Londonderry Township leaders 
say they plan to meet with a state 
authority to get more information 
about funding public sewer lines 
in several areas that currently 
lack them, including Londonderry 
Estates.

Residents of  that development 
raised concerns during a Nov. 5 
board meeting, and the issue came 
up again at the board of  supervi-
sors meeting Jan. 7.

“We know we’re on DEP’s ra-
dar,” township manager Steve 
Letavic told the Press & Journal 
after the meeting. 

Londonderry’s Sewage Facili-
ties Act report, called the Act 537 
plan, proposed public sewer sys-
tems in Londonderry Estates and 

Sewer Districts No. 2 and 3. 
The Londonderry Estates sys-

tem was supposed to be opera-
tional five years after the plan was 
approved by DEP. 

The plan was submitted in 
spring 2016, and Letavic estimated 
they were already in year two. 

The plan estimated that the 
project would cost $1.5 million. 

Letavic said during the Jan. 7 
meeting that they intended to get 
the help of partners to put in public 
sewer systems in the township so 
that the cost wouldn’t fall solely 
on the residents. 

“Because if  we don’t find a way 
to partner and develop and share 
these costs with developers when 
DEP forces us to put sewer in, 
we will just have to pay for it,” 
Letavic said.

He said they planned to talk 

with Pennsylvania Infrastruc-
ture Investment Authority, or 
PENNVEST, to look at two town-
ship projects — public sewer in 
Londonderry Estates and along 
Route 230.

Letavic said they planned to ask 
for advice on the best approach 
for funding, if  the projects should 
be combined, what PENNVEST 
program they should apply for 
and if  grant funding is available. 

Some Londonderry Estates 
residents in November voiced 
concerns about replacing their 
old septic systems — at a cost of  
$20,000 to $30,000, one said — if  
public sewer lines were coming to 
the area in the near future.

Dale, Geyer chosen to lead board
The board unanimously voted to 

appoint Anna Dale to be the new 

board chairwoman and Michael 
Geyer to be the vice chairman at 
the Jan. 7 meeting. 

Mel Hershey, who was not at the 
meeting, was the board chairman 
in 2018, and Dale was the vice 
chairwoman.

Dale has been on the board since 
2004 and Geyer since 2012. 

Londonderry officials to go to state about sewer lines
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Lower Dauphin students from 
the high school and middle school 
participated in the second annual 
Lebanon Valley College Honors 
Choir Festival on Jan. 11-12.

The vocalists from the high 
school included Sophia Ditty, 
Natasha Ebersole, Mauricette 

Musser, Samantha Farace, Jacob 
Pegher, Brayden Harris, Cam-
eron Snelbaker, and Donovan 
McDonald. 

They performed with students 
from the area surrounding LVC 
and were directed by Dr. Matthew 
Erpelding.

Selected to participate from 
the middle school were Olivia 
Hulstein, Alex Raser, Ella Fields, 
Avery Alther, Kelly Bastian, Anna 
Schmidt, Chloe Haslup, Alysa Har-
bilas, Kayley Schell, Jolie Revenis, 
Brandon Bibb, Ace Turck, and 
Grayson Simpson.

LD students participate in LVC Honors Choir
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clutter with a 
Press & Journal 
classified ad.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 RENTALS

 EMPLOYMENT

 WANTED TO BUY
 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

GOT LAND? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ To hunt your land. 
Call for a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing.com

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You and Your Family May Be 
Entitled to Significant Cash 
Award. No Risk. No Money Out 
of Pocket. For information Call 
888-652-1799

MobileHelp, America’s 
Premier Mobile Medial Alert 
System. Whether You’re Home 
or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-844-677-1569

Dental Insurance: Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s Largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

Wanted to Buy: FREON R12 
WANTED: CERTIFIED BUYER 
will PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders 
or cases of cans. (312)291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 

88
53

3-
14

09
-4

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

We accept ALL prearrangements made at other cremation providers

0088533-art.indd   1 3/27/18   10:05 AM

• No special license required
• Comfortable, clean company vehicles
• Mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/weekly evening runs
•  Company pallet jack provided for loading & 

unloading of skids

Applications must be filled out in-person at:
Press & Journal Publications
20 South Union Street, Middletown

Monday - Friday: 9 am - 4 pm • (717) 944-4628

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary/Letters of Administration 
on the Estate of Karla Ann Wingert, 
Deceased, late of Royalton Borough, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, have 
been granted to the undersigned Ex-
ecutor. All persons therefore indebted 
to said estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those hav-
ing just claims will please present the 
same, duly authenticated, for settle-
ment, without delay to Christopher L. 
Hoke, Executor, 820 Moore’s Mountain 
Rd., Lewisberry, PA  17339.

#104 0102-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING-

DOCKET V2019-01
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Lower Swatara Township Zoning 
Hearing Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing at the request of the applicant, 
Schoolhouse Partners, L.P., for a 
variance from the provisions of the 
Lower Swatara Township Code of 
Ordinances §27-2402.15 to allow a 
reduction in the number of required 
off-street parking spaces. The property 
is located at the northwest corner of 
Longview Drive and Oberlin Road, 
Middletown, PA 17057. A Hearing will 
be held Wednesday, January 23, 2019 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Lower Swatara 
Township Municipal Building, 1499 
Spring Garden Drive, Middletown, PA.
All interested parties are invited to 
attend.
Randall Breon
Chairman

#106 0109-2T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

LETTERS TESTAMENTARY on the 
Estate of S. Arlene Burkhart, late of 
Susquehanna Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to the said Estate are required 
to make immediate payment and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:
Deborah L. McClenahen Schaffroth 

4424 Fargreen Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-3210

Or to:
Steve C. Nicholas, Esquire
Nicholas Law Offices, PC

2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 37
Harrisburg, PA   17112-1099

#107 0109-3T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

HIGHSPIRE BOROUGH 
AUTHORITY

NOTICE is hereby given that Highspire 
Borough Authority will hold a special 
meeting on Thursday, January 17, 2019 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers 
of the Borough Hall, 640 Eshelman 
Street, Highspire, PA 17034. 
Robert L. Gross
Chief Clerk

#108 0116-1T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIEDS ONLINE!

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Barb Weaver met Jack outside 
of  Subway on Second Street in 
Highspire. 

She saw him sitting on a bench 
with a shopping cart. Jack was a 
big guy — around 6 feet, 7 inches 
tall, she estimated — in his 60s 
with a full beard. 

“He was just sitting there. 
He wasn’t bothering anybody,” 
Weaver said.

She thought he might be hun-
gry, so she ordered two meatball 
subs, two cups of  coffee and two 
bags of  chips. Weaver walked 
over and told him she bought 
him lunch.

Jack asked if  she wanted crack-
ers, pulling some out of  his cart. 
She told him she had enough food, 
and he asked her if  she would eat 
lunch with him.

Jack wasn’t his real name, but 
that’s what he told Weaver, who 
lives in Highspire, to call him.

Jack didn’t say much.
“But I knew the second he of-

fered me crackers the kind of  per-
son he was. Never asked anyone 
for a dime. Never asked anyone 
for a cigarette. Never bothered 
anybody,” Weaver said.

She didn’t know that initial 
gesture in early November would 
lead to many more meetings, 
a friendship and eventually a 
tearful goodbye between the two. 

Under the bridge
A week after the Subway meet-

ing, Weaver saw Jack pushing his 
cart in the November rain toward 
Highspire on Route 230, not far 
from Sheetz. 

Jack had a small umbrella that 
barely covered his head. She 
tried to turn around to offer her 
umbrella in her trunk, but he 
disappeared. 

Nearby was the Airport Con-
nector bridge. Weaver said she 
asked herself  where she would 
go to get out of  the rain, and she 
decided to pull to the side of  the 
road. 

She found him lying in a 
sleeping bag on top of  a piece of  
cardboard under the bridge. She 
offered him her umbrella, 18-
hour hand warmers, a flashlight 
and a cup of  coffee.

When she left, she was uneasy.
“I knew what it was like,” she 

said.
Years ago, Weaver had been 

in the same position. She was 
homeless for a few months and 
slept in her car.

All she wanted to do was make 
Jack more comfortable, and he 
was still unprotected from the 
elements. She gathered a tent, 
trundle bed and some of  their 
other camping gear from her 
house because it was becoming 
cold. 

Over the next several weeks, 
Weaver visited Jack every day. 
They had breakfast in the morn-
ing and in the evenings they 
played cards. 

How Jack got here
Jack eventually told her his 

story. 
He lived all over the country. He 

never had kids. He was trying to 
get to New York from California 
to visit a friend when he ended 
up in Middletown.

His bus wouldn’t let him back 
on in Albuquerque, for reasons 
that were not clear, but a man who 
was driving from New Mexico to 
New Jersey offered him a ride. 

The man’s car broke down on 
Route 283 just outside Middle-
town. They walked to Sheetz to 
get help. Jack went inside to use 

the restroom and get a drink. By 
the time he got outside, the man 
who was giving him a ride was 
gone along with all of  his belong-
ings inside the car. 

Jack told Weaver that he didn’t 
even know how to get back to the 
car. He waited to see if  the man 
returned to Sheetz.

He never did.
That was in September. 
Weaver didn’t meet Jack until 

November. All he had was some 
money in his pocket. Jack told 
Weaver that he used to work as 
a carpenter. Weaver, who refur-
bishes antique furniture, paid 
Jack to sand furniture.  

She picked him up at his camp-
site and brought him to her house. 
Jack took a shower, and Weaver 
washed his clothes. It was the first 
shower he had in two-and-a-half  
months. 

“He felt like a new man when 
he came out,” Weaver said. 

But the tent drew attention. 
One police officer stopped by, but 
he didn’t make Jack leave. The of-
ficer received a complaint about 
the fire, worried that it would 
spread to the surrounding brush. 
He brought Jack a fire screen and 
asked if  he needed anything else. 

Other people helped, including 
Steven Rittner of  Highspire, who 
stopped by after hearing about 
Jack on social media.

“Some people said some not so 
nice things, so I made a decision 
that I was going to do what I could 
to help,” Rittner said.

Jack was never at his camp-
site when Rittner came by, but 
he dropped off fire supplies and 
tent stakes.

A tearful goodbye
Rittner went by the site to see if  

Jack wanted to spend Christmas 
Eve with his family. 

“I didn’t want him to be out 
alone in the cold on Christmas 
Eve,” Rittner said. 

Weaver said Jack spent Christ-
mas Eve at the Starlite Motel in 
Londonderry Township.

Jack spent Christmas day with 
Weaver’s family playing cards 
and dice. That night, Weaver of-
fered Jack her bed. 

“I wouldn’t let him go back to 
the tent. I said, ‘You sleep in my 
bed tonight,’” Weaver said. 

The next morning, Weaver took 
him to the Harrisburg train sta-
tion. She asked him where would 
he go. Atlanta, he said, where he 
has friends and family.

Weaver and her husband 
bought him a train ticket for 
Christmas. Jack got on the train 
with a bicycle that someone had 
dropped off at the campsite, and 
his backpack.

“I bawled the whole way home. 
I had to pull over in Steelton be-
cause I couldn’t see to drive. I’m 
going to miss him,” Weaver said. 

After Jack left, Weaver went to 
clean up the campsite. Waiting 
there were wrapped meals filled 
with ham and potatoes, Christ-
mas gifts, gift bags, cookies and 
Christmas cards. Weaver had 
no idea how many people were 
helping Jack out. 

“It just filled my heart with joy 
to know so many people out there 
cared so much to help take care 
of  him,” Weaver said.

They took down the tent and 
packed up the site. Weaver put 
all of  Jack’s possessions and gifts 
into storage. All of  the food was 
donated. 

She placed two signs on Jack’s 
grocery cart, explaining what 
happened to him and listing her 
phone number if  they wanted 
more information.

Rittner was angry when he 
didn’t see his tent, thinking the 
police made him leave. But once 
he saw Weaver’s sign, he began 
crying tears of  joy. He called her, 
but he could hardly talk. 

“I wanted to help her in any 
way that I could,” he said.

Jack said he wanted to come 
back in the spring, and Weaver 
hopes he does.

“It was definitely an experi-
ence. I enjoyed meeting him 
so much. We became friends,” 
Weaver said.

Efforts of Highspire woman  
help lead homeless man  
to friends, family in Atlanta

Middletown police have 
charged two people — one of  
whom is still wanted — in con-
nection with the theft of  a car, 
a Beretta 9 mm semi-automatic 
pistol and ammunition from a 
borough man on Nov. 5.

Police are looking for Erma 
Jane Williams, 43, of  Baltimore, 
who is charged with criminal 
conspiracy theft by unlawful tak-
ing, and theft by unlawful taking, 
according to online court records.

Williams — who according to 
police was the victim’s girlfriend 
— and Brandon Martin Smith, 
31, conspired to steal the car, the 

firearm and 
ammunition, 
and multiple 
other items 
from the vic-
tim who lives 
in Harborton 
Estates, ac-
cording to ar-
rest papers 
borough police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

The car and most of  the items 
were recovered. 

However, Williams and Smith 
sold the gun for $800 to another 
man, police said. The gun has not 

been recovered.
Police learned of  the conspir-

acy through Facebook messages 
between Williams and Smith that 
were obtained through a search 
warrant. 

Smith, currently in Cambria 
County Prison, faces the same 
charges as Williams, plus pro-
hibited possession of  a firearm. 
Smith is a convicted felon, police 
said.

Smith was to be arraigned 
before Judy on Jan. 14. He and 
Williams are both scheduled for 
a Feb. 19 preliminary hearing.

— Dan Miller

Baltimore woman sought over stolen gun

Williams

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Barb Weaver holds two signs that she hung on Jack's grocery carts at his 
campsite under the Airport Connector Bridge. 

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Barb Weaver and Jack.
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www.CBBurkholderHomes.com            CALL TODAY  717-629-6177 

Sales Center at 103 Sage Boulevard, (off N. Union St/441, directly 
across from the entrance to Middletown Area HS) 

Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 1-4  (closed 4th Sat.) 
 

Middletown’s new home destination 
 

INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE 
Take advantage of this limited time offer! 

$6000 savings 
 Choose either a price reduction or closing cost assistance 
 Applies to all homes in inventory 
 6 semi-detached 2-4 BD homes, starting at 233k 
 3 - 3 BD townhomes, starting at 217k 
 Offer valid on agreements signed by 1/31/19 
 Act NOW! 

U-Haul on Monday to remove Mar-
vin’s belongings from inside the 
apartment — where, Middletown 
police say, Marvin shot and killed 
his wife and son Wednesday, Jan. 2, 
before turning the gun on himself  
in an apparent murder-suicide.

Their bodies were not discov-
ered until Jan. 5, after a local 
pastor who had gotten to know 
Marvin and his family through 
Wesley United Methodist Church 
on Ann Street requested police 
go to the apartment for a welfare 
check, because the pastor had not 
seen them for several days.

Outside of  some residue from 
police tape on the door, there was 
little evidence of  what happened 
in the apartment that day.

Howard said she doesn’t un-
derstand what led Marvin to kill 
his wife and his son. But she said 
Marvin is not the “monster” that 
some are making him out to be, 
such as on social media posts.

She said he was a devoted father, 
who had spent every day with his 
son since the day Joaquim was 
born, Rhonda said.

Phone calls
Rhonda had last spoken to 

Marvin over the phone in early 
December. 

Marvin didn’t sound as good as 
when Rhonda had talked to him 
in November. Then, he talked 
of  the problems he was having 
with Nightflower, but he seemed 
philosophical about it — saying 
if  it doesn’t work out, it doesn’t 
work out.

He had started a job at a local 
grocery store. He had started the 
process of  enrolling Joaquim in 
Middletown Area School Dis-
trict. He was active in the Wesley 
church, even helping give away 
turkeys to needy families over the 
holidays.

But during that last conversa-
tion in December, Rhonda detected 
that things had become strained. 
She and Marvin didn’t argue, but 
he hung up on her.

That was the last time Rhonda 
ever heard Mar-
vin’s voice. The 
next she heard of  
her brother came 
from a pink slip 
she got in her mail 
at home from the 
15th District of  the 
Philadelphia Po-
lice Department. 
The police gave her 
a phone number 
to call a detective 
with the Middle-
town Police De-
partment.

“That’s how I 
found out” what happened, Rhon-
da said. “Over the phone.”

“The first thing that hit my mind 
was complete disbelief,” she said. 
“You cannot be talking about my 
brother, my sister-in-law and my 
nephew. They’re not dead.”

Rhonda is a year younger than 
Marvin. On Sunday, while prepar-
ing for her drive to Middletown, 
she and her family celebrated in 
Philadelphia what would have 
been Marvin’s 49th birthday.

Even though she was younger, 
Rhonda said she was “stronger” 
than Marvin, because she was 
raised in North Philadelphia and 
grew up on the streets.

Marvin grew up in the suburbs 
and wasn’t a street kid. His biggest 
worry growing up was somebody 
stealing his bicycle out of  his yard, 
Rhonda said.

She said Marvin wasn’t a fighter 
or an angry person. She recalls 
him only ever getting into a fight 
once, when a guy hit Rhonda in the 
back of  her head with a basketball.

But she said Marvin got “caught 
up” with a group of  friends who 
were doing the wrong thing. In 
1994, he was found guilty of  rob-
bery and sentenced two to five 
years in state prison.

Prison changed him
He was 24, but still a kid, Rhonda 

said. He had to grow up in prison. 
It changed him, Rhonda said, and 
not for better.

“He came home, he wasn’t the 
same,” she said. “He was a little 
more questionable about people, a 
little more insecure. After awhile it 
turned into post-traumatic stress. 
He kind of isolated himself. He’d be 
around people he felt safe around, 
and other than that there was no 
meeting new people, meeting new 
friends.”

About three months after get-
ting out of  prison, Marvin came 
to see Rhonda at her home. She 
had gotten him a job. She excused 
herself  for a moment to go to the 
bathroom, and when she came 
back, Marvin was sobbing uncon-
trollably.

After several moments of  her 
holding him and telling him to 
breath, Marvin looked at her and 
said, “Rhonda, you can’t cry in 
prison.”

Marvin was living in Rhonda’s 
basement when Rhonda met a 
woman named Nightflower, who 
worked in the same building 
Rhonda did.

Nightflower — whom Rhonda 
calls by her nickname “Flower” 
— was from London, Ontario. But 
according to Rhonda, Flower’s 
mother had disowned her for fall-
ing in love with a black boyfriend.

The boyfriend brought her to 
Philadelphia. One day the boy-
friend came in to where Flower 
worked, dropped off a trash bag 
and laundry basket full of  her 
clothes, and told her not to come 
home. 

Rhonda had an empty bedroom 
and told Flower she could stay 
with her. That’s how Marvin and 
Flower got together, in 2000. 

Isolated from society
They both felt isolated from so-

ciety for different reasons, Rhonda 
said — her brother from his years 
in prison, and Flower from being 

disowned by her 
family. That gave 
them a connection 
to one another. 
They married in 
2002.

Marvin had two 
children from pre-
vious marriages, 
but wanted a child 
with Flower. The 
first two times, 
Flower had mis-
carriages. Doc-
tors told her she 
would never have 
children. When 

Joaquim was born in 2011, “he 
was a miracle baby,” Rhonda said.

Flower didn’t have a GED or 
high school diploma, so Marvin 
talked her into furthering her 
education. She got her GED and 
became certified in a few things. 
She found work in collections and 
later in real estate, working with 
homes under foreclosure.

In most of  their years together 
Flower was the breadwinner, 
Rhonda said. Marvin had a hard 
time finding steady work because 
of  his conviction.

Often when he got a job he 
would lose it after a short while, 
sometimes because someone from 
his past in prison would show up 
and people would start talking, 
Rhonda said. Around 2013, Marvin 
started getting Social Security due 
to a physical disability.

Rhonda doesn’t know exactly 
when Marvin, Flower and Joa-
quim moved to Middletown, or 
exactly why. George Crist, who 
owns the apartment building 
where the family lived, told the 
Press & Journal that the family 
had lived there for less than a year 
before the murder-suicide.

Rhonda said that Flower sepa-
rated from Marvin in July. She 
took Joaquim and moved else-
where.

Nightflower later came back 
to Middletown with Joaquim — 
Rhonda doesn’t know if  by choice 
or if  Marvin talked her into com-
ing back. But the marital issues 
remained.

Marvin had not yet filed for di-
vorce or for custody of  his son, but 
he had filed paperwork in Dauphin 
County to start getting child sup-
port from Flower, Rhonda said.

Nightflower, who didn’t have 
a record, had also bought a gun 
and brought it into the apartment, 
which Rhonda said worried both 
her and her therapist, who was 
also Marvin’s therapist.

“His therapist talked to him 
about it and he was like, ‘Marvin, 
why do you two have this gun? 
You need to get rid of  it.’ (But) you 
can’t make people listen to you,” 

Rhonda said.

Recalling Joaquim
She laughs when she is asked 

to recall Joaquim. He was sweet, 
very smart and inquisitive. “He 
was kind of  mature for his age” 
and was close to Rhonda’s son, 
Josiah, even though Josiah at 12 
was 5 years older.

She remembers Joaquim calling 
Josiah on the phone every night 
for two and three weeks straight, 
sometimes as several as four or 
five times a night.

Marvin had not had a good 
relationship with his own father, 
and was “overprotective” of  Joa-
quim, Rhonda said. But Rhonda 
said Marvin wouldn’t lay a hand 
on Joaquim.

“I couldn’t even yell at my neph-
ew without him (Marvin) telling 
me, ‘I’ll chastise my child — you 
don’t,’” Rhonda said.

To Rhonda, Flower choosing 
to again leave the apartment, 
but without taking Joaquim, was 
proof  that Marvin was a good fa-
ther who would never have meant 
his child any harm.

“Why would you leave your son 
with a man that was an animal? 
How would you be able to leave?” 
she said. “If  my brother was a 
murderer or if  my brother was 
a monster, why would she leave 
her son? How could she leave here 
if  that’s who he was? Whatever 
happened, something happened 
that made him snap and I don’t 
know what it was, but something 
happened.”

Fresh trouble with the law
While Marvin had found work 

at the grocery store, he had been 
fired from the job about a month 
before.

He hadn’t been in prison for 
many years, but Marvin was hav-
ing fresh trouble with the law.

According to public court docu-
ments, Caddell was to appear in 
Dauphin County Court on Jan. 
9 on pending charges after be-
ing arrested in Susquehanna 
Township in May for possession 
of  marijuana, use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia, and driving 
under suspension.

He had also pleaded guilty in 
Lancaster County Court on March 
19 to a misdemeanor charge of  
theft by unlawful taking.

Rhonda had known for years 
that his brother had mental health 
issues. His paranoia was such that 
two years ago, when Marvin’s 
younger brother died, Marvin 
didn’t even go to his funeral.

“When a man does not show up 
to his own little brother’s funeral 
and he grew up in the home with 
him, it says that there is something 
wrong,” she said. “There was 
something psychologically going 
on with my brother — paranoia, 
the depression, the anxiety — but 
he wasn’t a killer.”

Despite signs that Marvin was 
getting it together — such as from 
the phone call in November — 
Rhonda still saw her brother as 
being too isolated. Today, she says 
she could have pushed him more 
about it, but wonders if  she would 
not have just pushed him away.

“I didn’t know what to do,” she 
said, looking back. “You can’t 
make a person talk to you. (But) if  
I knew what I know now, I would 
have looked longer, I would have 
reached out. It still doesn’t make 
it any less painful.”

She is convinced that his time 
in prison was at the root of  his 
troubles, even though it had been 
years since he had seen the inside 
of  a cell.

She compares it to a veteran 
coming home from a war with 
PTSD, even if  the war was long 

ago such as Vietnam. If  the issues 
aren’t addressed and treated, it 
just gets worse and worse until it 
blows up.

“Believe men when they tell you 
that prison can kill your spirit,” 

she said. “Believe people when 
they tell you that prison does not 
reform men. It kills their spirit. It 
kills their souls. My brother went 
to jail a kid, and he came home a 
devastated man.”

She pleads with people today 
that they learn from what hap-
pened to Marvin, Flower and Joa-
quim. If  you know your family is 
struggling — the way that Marvin 
and his family were — get them 
help, while there is still time.

“You think it won’t happen to 
you, until you are sitting here and 
you are packing up your family’s 
belongings and you can’t talk to 
them anymore,” Rhonda said. “If  
you know your family is struggling 
with mental health issues, try to 
get them some help.”

SISTER: ‘If you know your family is struggling with mental health issues, try to get them some help’
From page A1

SUBMITTED PHOTO

In this 2003 photo, Marvin Caddell and Nightflower Staats hold newborn Malani Wilson, who is Rhonda Howard's 
daughter.

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

Rhonda Howard of Philadelphia, who 
was Marvin Caddell’s sister, speaks 
in his Middletown apartment on 
Monday. Nightflower Staats was her 
sister-in-law, and Joaquim Caddell 
was her nephew.

This photo of Joaquim Caddell 
was on the wall of his bedroom in 
the apartment where he lived in 
Middletown.

“The first thing that 
hit my mind was 
complete disbelief. 
You cannot be talking 
about my brother, my 
sister-in-law and my 
nephew. They’re not 
dead.”

Rhonda Howard
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Harrisburg (TRANSFER CENTER) TO 
Penn State & Middletown (MAIN & VINE STREETS)

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAY

Penn State & Middletown (MAIN & VINE STREETS) 
TO Harrisburg (TRANSFER CENTER)

WEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAYWEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAY WEEKDAY SCHEDULE MONDAY - FRIDAY

DEPART 
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Penn State
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Monthly Zone 1 Pass: $49 (in Middletown/PSU Campus & from Harrisburg to PSU Campus)
15% DISCOUNT IF PURCHASED AT PSU BOOKSTORE WITH STUDENT ID

**ONE-WAY CASH FARE: $1.75 in Middletown & to and from Harrisburg**
All buses equipped with wi-fi & bike racks

Information: (717) 238-8304 www.CATtransit.com

Capital Area Transit

CAT Route 7

Take CAT to Class!

 5:00 AM 5:35 AM 5:44 AM
 5:30 AM 6:05 AM 6:14 AM
 6:10 AM 6:45 AM 6:54 AM
 6:40 AM 7:15 AM 7:24 AM
 7:40 AM 8:15 AM 8:24 AM
 8:40 AM 9:15 AM 9:24 AM
 9:30 AM 10:05 AM 10:14 AM
 10:30 AM 11:05 AM 11:14 AM
 11:30 AM 12:05 PM 12:14 PM
 12:30 PM 1:05 PM 1:14 PM
 1:30 PM 2:05 PM 2:14 PM
 2:30 PM 3:05 PM 3:14 PM
 3:15 PM -- 3:51 PM
 3:45 PM -- 4:21 PM
 4:15 PM -- 4:51 PM
 4:45 PM -- 5:21 PM
 5:15 PM -- 5:51 PM
 5:45 PM -- 6:21 PM
 6:30 PM 7:05 PM 7:09 PM
 7:00 PM -- 7:36 PM
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 5:33 AM -- 6:13 AM
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 6:33 AM -- 7:13 AM
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 8:33 AM 8:45 AM 9:19 AM
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 2:33 PM 2:45 PM 3:19 PM
 3:33 PM 3:45 PM 4:19 PM
 4:03 PM -- 4:43 PM
 4:33 PM -- 5:13 PM
 5:03 PM 5:15 PM 5:49 PM
 5:33 PM 5:45 PM 6:19 PM
 6:33 PM 6:45 PM 7:19 PM
 7:48 PM 8:00 PM 8:34 PM

 7:00 AM 7:29 AM 7:35 AM
 9:00 AM 9:29 AM 9:35 AM
 11:00 AM 11:29 AM 11:35 AM
 1:00 PM 1:29 PM 1:35 PM
 3:00 PM 3:29 PM 3:35 PM
 5:00 PM 5:29 PM 5:35 PM

 8:03 AM 8:09 AM 8:38 AM
 10:03 AM 10:09 AM 10:38 AM
 12:03 AM 12:09 PM 12:38 PM
 2:03 AM 2:09 PM 2:38 PM
 4:03 PM 4:09 PM 4:38 PM
 6:03 PM 6:09 PM 6:38 PM

Diakon does not discriminate in admissions, the provision of services, or referrals of clients on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, 
national origin, sexual orientation, age, marital status, veteran status, disability or any other classes protected by law.

For information about Frey Village, call (888) 995-8261. 

1020 N. Union Street  ✦  Middletown, Pa.  ✦  www.FreyVillageSeniorLiving.org

Matt & Carol Frigm, married 
best friends will perform their 
songs about life & love, with 

sparkling harmonies and bright 
bits of soft rock, country & jazz.

We invite all music lovers to  
join us for this very special  

Frey Village Friends of  
the Arts presentation!

Jan. 25 ✦ 7 – 8 p.m.

Frey Village Friends of the Arts

Matt & Carol Frigm

Free Concert

In the Chapel

Join Us!

1-16-FV-PressJourn-2019.indd   1 1/7/19   1:59 PM

organized the event.
Standing in front of  his building, 

he invited the cold bystanders to 
warm themselves with some free 
“famous chili” cooked up and 
served by his fiancee, Sara Fox.

Crist also had free hot chocolate 
and coffee, cornbread and soup for 

all who had come out to remember 
the slain family.

The couple are getting married 
on Jan. 19, Crist said.

“The light beats out the darkness 
every time,” he told those who 
came to the vigil. “We don’t have 
the candles to show it, but we’re 
here. It only needs to be present, 
like you guys are tonight.”

“This bad thing happened and 
we can’t change that, but we can 
respond to it. We can respond to 
it by supporting one another, we 
can respond to it by being closer 
as a community,” Crist said.

Crist had invited his pastor, the 
Rev. Catharine Senft Geib from the 
Tree of  Life Lutheran Church in 
Harrisburg, to speak.

Geib read some passages from 
the Bible and led the group in 
prayer, closing with the Lord’s 
Prayer.

“We are here tonight to remem-
ber the lives of  Marvin Caddell, 
his wife Nightflower and their 
7-year-old son Joe,” Geib said. “It is 
a terribly tragic case of  three lives 
that are taken by a disease that 
we don’t completely understand. 
While happiness seems far away 
at this time, nevertheless we can 
live in hope that wounds will be 
healed, and that these three indi-
viduals are now healed. No more 
pain, and no more tears.”

The family had lived in Crist’s 
building less than a year. They 
weren’t from Middletown, but had 
made a number of  friends during 
their short time here, many of  
whom came to the vigil.

At least half  a dozen had worked 
with Nightflower at Guardian 
Transfer, a title search company in 
Shiremanstown. Nightflower had 
worked there for several months, 
said Christine Buffington, one of  

the co-workers at the vigil.
“We came out in support for her 

and her son,” Buffington said. “Ev-
ery last one of  us were in shock. 
We felt deeply saddened for her 
and her family.”

Thomas, who brought the sign, 
worked at the same grocery store 
as Marvin. He was “a good friend, 
a very good friend. Do anything 
for anybody.”

“Who am I to judge” about what 
happened, Thomas said. “I can’t 
judge nobody. The only one who 
judges is God.”

“It could happen to me, it could 
happen to anybody … he had a lot 

on his mind,” Thomas said of  Cad-
dell. “He was a good guy. I didn’t 
want to see him go out like that, 
but who am I to judge?”

Steven Glessner said he grew up 
in the same apartment building — 
in the apartment next to where the 
family lived and died.

As he looked up at the building, 
he struggled to comprehend what 
had happened, so close to where 
he had grown up, and why. He 
searched for answers, but had 
none.

Glessner had moved back to 
Middletown about a year ago. He 
works at Karns.

“I knew them as customers,” 
Glessner said of  Caddell and his 
family. “I would see them a couple 
times every week, at least once a 
week. Going from seeing them to 
then reading about it in the news 
…. it just hits home. It’s hard to 
believe in my eyes something like 
this could happen, especially when 
there is a young kid involved. It’s 
just hard to believe something like 
this could happen.”

VIGIL: Dozens come out to remember slain family after double murder-suicide on South Union Street
From page A1

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

People lingered outside 134 S. Union St. after a vigil Jan. 9 for the victims of a double murder-suicide — Marvin 
Caddell, Nightflower Staats and their 7-year-old son, Joaquim. 

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

Family friend and mentor Eddie 
McCrary speaks after the vigil on 
Jan. 9.

Sara Fox serves chili following the 
vigil.

“The light beats out the 
darkness every time. We 
don’t have the candles to 
show it, but we’re here. It 
only needs to be present, 
like you guys are tonight.”

building owner George Christ

Allen Thomas placed a sign on the door to 134 S. Union St. after the vigil.

Nicole Balsbaugh ties a heart-shaped balloon to the rail in front of 134 S. 
Union St. following the Jan. 9 vigil.

“I would see them a couple times every week, at least once a week. Going from 
seeing them to then reading about it in the news …. it just hits home. It’s hard to 
believe in my eyes something like this could happen, especially when there is a young 
kid involved. It’s just hard to believe something like this could happen.”

Steven Glessner

“It could happen to me, it 
could happen to anybody 
… he had a lot on his mind. 
He was a good guy. I didn’t 
want to see him go out 
like that, but who am I to 
judge?”

Allen Thomas
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REGISTRATION
Lower Swatara Twp. Athletic Association

YOUTH BASEBALL, GIRLS’ SOFTBALL & TEENER BASEBALL

LSTAA Baseball and Softball registration for the 2019 season will be held at 
the Lower Swatara Municipal Building: 1499 Spring Garden Dr., Middletown

For questions, including cost and fundraiser 
options as well as online registration, visit www.lstaa.org or call 

JASON WAGNER at (717) 574-0536

Open to all kids living within Lower Swatara Township and Highspire. 
First year players must bring a copy of birth certifi cate and proof of residency document.

Volunteers for coaching are welcome and may sign up at registration. Online registration cut-off date is 2/3/19.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19th 9 am-Noon
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26th 1 pm-4 pm

Fitzpatrick reaches 1,000 
points as Blue Raiders roll

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

Chris Bradford’s young varsity 
basketball team is still looking to 
break out of  its long winless streak 
following another pair of  losses 
last week that ran their losing 
streak to 11 games. 

The Blue Raiders (1-11) fell to 
visiting Milton Hershey on Friday 
and then came up short at Man-
heim Central on Saturday. 

While at times the team shows 
progress, it’s the youthful mis-

takes that have led to inconsis-
tency as victories continue to elude 
the Middletown squad. Now, at the 
halfway point of  the season, the 
Blue Raiders hope to find some 
positives in the remaining weeks. 

If  there is any consolation to the 
Raiders’ woes, it can be noted that 
the teams they have lost to so far 
have a combined 89 wins with just 
three of  their opponents owning 
losing records. Simply put, the 
competition has been very good. 

The team was scheduled to go on 
the road to face always-dangerous 

Steelton-Highspire on Tuesday 
and East Pennsboro, the only team 
they beat, on Friday. Saturday, 
they play South Western at a tour-
nament in Gettysburg, and they 
travel to Camp Hill next Tuesday. 

Milton Hershey 76, Middletown 41
Tyler Petroski, Middletown’s 

lone senior on the squad, was 
forced to sit out the entire second 
half  due to a hip injury suffered 
against Milton Hershey on Friday 

Raider boys’ losing streak reaches 11

Please see BOYS, page B6

The Blue Raider wrestlers 
are battling through a gauntlet 
of  tough matches in hopes of  
reaching the PIAA District 3 AA 
tournament. 

The Raider wrestling squad 
was 4-3 on the week after hosting 
Trinity last Tuesday and visiting 
Milton Hershey on Thursday, fol-
lowed by the Dutchman Duals on 
Saturday. 

The highlight of  the week was 
Ryan Berstler’s 100th career var-
sity win at the Dutchman Duals, 
the eighth Raider to reach that 
number.

The Raiders are now 7-5 on the 
season, keeping hope alive for a 
postseason run. They stand at No. 
10 in the AA power rankings, with 
the top 12 qualifying.

The Blue Raiders were also in 
action Monday, Jan 14 at Bishop 
McDevitt. Upcoming events in-
clude a home match against 
Palmyra on Jan. 17 (7 p.m.), a 
tournament in New Oxford on Jan. 
18-19, and a match at Susquehanna 
Township on Jan. 21 (7 p.m.).

Middletown 40, Trinity 33
The Blue Raider wrestlers got 

Raider wrestlers go 4-3; Berstler wins 100th

Please see WRESTLERS, page B2

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

Junior standout Katie Fitzpat-
rick scored her 1,000th career 
point Friday in a huge win for the 
Raiders at Milton Hershey.

Needing 16 points to reach the 
milestone, Fitzpatrick scored on 
a breakaway layup via an assist 
from Joci Koser to reach the mark 
in the first quarter of  the 47-13 vic-
tory that moved the team to 5-7 on 
the season.

“I was so excited and I was pray-
ing it went in. I realized I did it, I 
accomplished one of  my dreams,” 
she told the Press & Journal via 
email. “I’m not one to get overly 
emotional, so I wasn’t quite sure 
how to act. Once I saw my team 
and coaches faces, it hit home.”

She is the eighth Blue Raider 
girls player to reach 1,000 points. 
Ja’Lynn Burton-Jones, who grad-
uated in 2016, leads the way at 1,586. 
That mark will be within Fitzpat-
rick’s reach next year. Fitzpatrick 
has 263 points through 12 games 
this season, for a 21.9 average.

Fitzpatrick on Friday scored 33 
points, including 3 of  3 from the 
3-point line, with 2 assists and 8 
steals. She had 22 points in the 
first quarter and 29 by halftime.

“She was extremely ready to 
play that night,” head coach Ron 
Pelletier told the Press & Journal. 
“I could just feel the fact that she 
was going to do it that night. I just 
didn’t know she was going to do it 
so early.

“She really came out on fire,” 
he added. “Most of  her points 
were from her being aggressive 
defensively.” 

Fitzpatrick said support from SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY BILL DARRAH

Katie Fitzpatrick scored her 1,000th career point Friday in a win at Milton Hershey. She is averaging 21.9 points per 
game on the season.Please see THOUSAND, page B6

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Middletown’s Ryan Berstler celebrates his 100th career varsity win Saturday, outscoring his Annville-Cleona 
opponent 18-1 for the technical fall at 132 pounds at the Dutchman Duals.

Junior scores 
33 in big win vs. 
Milton HersheyNo Card 
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 1/15/19 - 1/21/19

Sale!
LAND & SEA

CHICKEN, BURGER, STEAK & SHRIMP!

LAND & SEA

CHICKEN, BURGER, STEAK & SHRIMP!

EXTRA LEAN
CHOPPED STEAK
LIMIT 10 LBS+

299
lb.

USDA CHOICE
WHOLE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG · CUT FREE

499
lb.

BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREASTS
MUST BUY 5 LBS+

179
lb.

26/30 CT WILD CAUGHT
EZ PEEL PINK SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS - $11.98

599
lb.

BABY BACK
PORK RIBS
SOLD FROZEN 15%

OFF

FRESH WHOLE BONELESS 
PORK LOINS
8 LB AVG

159
lb.

6 - 8 OZ CRYSTAL FARMS
SHREDDED OR
CHUNK CHEESE

188
ea.

PINT
RED OR GOLDEN
GRAPE TOMATOES

FRESH
GREEN BEANS

2
FRESH
GREEN BEANS

99¢
lb.

99¢
ea.

16.9 OZ/6 PK
COCA-COLA

BUY 2 GET 3

FREE
5 FOR $9.98

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

&PRESS   JOURNAL

You care about what happens in 
your local government and school 
district but you're also likely to 
be too busy to attend meetings. 
Count on us to cover the meetings 
and help you make sense of it all.

YOU CARE.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154
Open 

Weekdays 
8 am-5:30 pm 

Closed Sat.

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil • Filter Services

•OIL CHANGES
•ENGINE DIAGNOSIS
•DRIVEABILITY PROBLEMS
•AIR CONDITIONER REPAIRS

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON B4

off to a slow start Jan 8, spotting 
the Shamrocks a 15-point lead 
through the first three matches. 
Junior Case Woodley (170) sparked 
some Raider momentum with a 5-2 
decision over Zach Scherr. Damion 
Williams kept the drive going with 
a 4-1 decision at 182 pounds. 

The Shamrocks earned a couple 
wins by fall at 195 and 285, but the 
Raiders’ Quincy Reinnagel scored 
a pin of  his own in just 58 seconds 
at 220 pounds. 

With the team score tilted 27-12 
in favor of  the Shamrocks, the 
match entered the final six light-
weight matches. 

Middletown’s Krea Schaeffer 
picked up a win by forfeit and 6 
team points at 106. Junior Luke 
Fegley (113) and Senior Nate Brady 
(120) each made quick work of  
their opponents, scoring pins in 
36 and 39 seconds. 

The Raiders would surrender 
a forfeit to PIAA state runner-up 
Patrick Demark at 126 pounds, and 

bumped Senior Ryan Berstler up 
to 132 to score an 11-0 major deci-
sion over Alex Bachman. 

Junior Joey Spear capped the 
evening with a win by forfeit to 
earn the Raiders the 40-33 victory.

Milton Hershey 45, Middletown 32
Thursday evening started very 

similar to the matchup against the 
Shamrocks, with the Raiders spot-
ting the Spartans a 15-point lead 
through the first three matches. 

Quincy Reinnagel earned the 
first Raider team points with a 
win by forfeit in the 285-pound 
weight class. 

After giving up a pin at 106, the 
Raider lightweights surged to 

a lead. Junior Zach Malay (113) 
started the streak with an 8-3 deci-
sion over Joshua Minners. Luke 
Fegley scored a pin and 6 Raider 
team points at 120. Nate Brady 
racked up 16 points, earning the 
technical fall and 5 team points 
at 126. Ryan Berstler (132) pinned 
Tim Burge in 1 minute 32 seconds. 
Joey Spear (138) dispatched Jay-
son Dodds in just 40 seconds, giving 
the Raiders a 32-21 lead entering 
the final four matches. 

The Spartan upperweights 
proved too much for the Blue 
Raiders, scoring pins in each of  
the last four bouts and handing 
the Raiders a 45-32 loss.

Middletown 65, Northeastern 12
Middletown kicked off a busy 

Saturday of  action with a decisive 
65-12 win over a depleted North-
eastern squad. 

The Bobcats only managed to 
secure one win by fall at 220 and 
a win by forfeit at 126. Otherwise, 
this match was all Raiders. 

Quincy Reinnagel dominated 
Tyler Webb, securing the pin in 
just 1 minute 6 seconds in the 
285-pound class. Luke Fegley (113) 
scored a 14-2 major decision over 
Thomas Gradwell. Nate Brady 
(120) followed with an 8-5 decision 
over Cole Perry. Joey Spear earned 
a 9-0 major decision at 138 pounds. 
Senior Kenny Britcher looked 
impressive, earning the Raiders 
6 more team points with a pin at 
145 pounds. 

Junior Case Woodley also locked 
up 6 Raider team points with a pin 
at 182 pounds. 

The Raiders also received 6 
wins by forfeit: Krea Scheaffer 
(106), Ryan Berstler (132), Chris 
Joseph (152), Vinny Corradi (160), 
Ayden Miller (170) and Matthew 
Mitchell (195).

Middletown 51, CD East 24
The second match of  the day 

began with Middletown senior 
Ivan Henderson earning a win by 
forfeit at 220 pounds. Quincy Rein-
nagel was once again bumped up to 
285 pounds, and managed to hold 
Yonnie Harvey to a 7-4 decision. 

The Panthers earned the pin at 
106. Luke Fegley (113) kicked off 
a seven-match win streak for the 
Raiders with a 39-second pin over 
Hoang Nguyen. 

Zach Malay earned the win by 

forfeit at 120. Nathan Brady seized 
a first period pin over Max Reilly 
at 126. Ryan Berstler scored an 
11-1 major decision over Michael 
Dunleavy at 132. Joey Spear (138) 
locked up a first period pin and an-
other 6 Raider team points. Kenny 
Britcher (145) secured his second 
pin of  the day in just 59 seconds. 

Chris Joseph capped the seven-
match run with another first 
period pin at 152 pounds. 

The Panthers kept the match 
respectable with wins at 160, 
170 and 182 pounds. Middletown 
sophomore Matthew Mitchell 
closed out the match with a win 
by forfeit at 195 pounds.

Solanco 42, Middletown 31
The Raiders faced off against a 

talented Solanco team for match 
3 of  the day. 

The Mules jumped out to an 
early 12-0 lead with pins at 285 and 
106. Luke Fegley (113) earned a 
hard fought 5-1 decision over Jack-
son Houghton to get the Raiders 
on the board. The Raider’s Zach 
Malay came up on the short end of  
an 8-5 decision at 120. Nate Brady 
hustled for an 13-5 major decision 
and 4 team points at 126. 

Ryan Berstler picked up another 
win by forfeit at 132 pounds and 
Joey Spear locked up an impres-
sive pin over Joseph Vandergriff at 
138, giving the Raiders a 19-15 lead. 

The Raiders and the Mules 
traded pins at 145 and 152. So-
lanco’s Ronnie Fulton earned the 
pin at 145, and Middletown’s Chris 
Joseph locked up the cradle and 
the pin at 152. Freshman Vinnie 
Corradi earned the Raiders’ last 
team points of  the match with a 
win by forfeit at 160 pounds. 

The Mules won the last four 
weight classes (170, 182, 195 and 
220) to hand the Raiders their first 
loss of  the day.

Middletown 58, Annville-Cleona 18
The Raiders bounced back in 

impressive fashion against the 
hosting Dutchman squad. 

Zach Malay kicked off the action 
with an 8-6 decision over Ethan 
Missimer at 113. Luke Fegley 
followed with a close 6-4 decision 
over Matthew Inman at 120. Nate 
Brady racked up 18 points en route 
to a win by technical fall in the 
126-pound bout. 

Ryan Berstler brought the crowd 
to its feet, celebrating his 100th 
career varsity win, outscoring his 
opponent 18-1 for the technical fall. 

The Raiders awarded a forfeit 
to Dutchman standout Hayden 
Funck at 138, while Joey Spear 
bumped up to get the Raiders a pin 
and 6 team points at 145. 

Kenny Britcher earned his third 
win of  the day by forfeit at 152 
pounds, and Chris Joseph earned 
his fourth win of  the day with a pin 

over Evan Heilman at 160. 
The Dutchmen picked up a pin 

at 170 pounds before Middletown 
sophomore Troy Stein managed 
a fantastic defensive pin at 182, 
which brought Raider fans to 
their feet for the second time in 
the match. 

The Raiders ended by winning 
three of  the last four matches. 
Matthew Mitchell (195) and Ivan 
Henderson (285) each earned wins 
by forfeit, and Quincy Reinnagel 
locked up a first-period pin at 220 
pounds.

Lampeter-Strasburg 48, 
Middletown 24

With a superb 3-1 performance 
to start the Dutchman Duals, the 
Raiders earned the right to wrestle 
AAA powerhouse Lampeter-
Strasburg in their final match. 
Although the team score did not 
end well for the Raiders, this dual 

offered the fans some exciting 
individual matches. 

The first few matches pitted 
the Raider standouts against the 
Pioneer standouts. Luke Fegley 
needed triple overtime to secure 
a 9-6 decision, and his 20th win of  
the season. Nate Brady avoided 
catastrophe at 126 pounds. After 
getting caught on his back early 
in the first period, Brady battled 
back to earn a 9-8 decision over 
Riley Eckman. 

Ryan Berstler was a perfect 
5-0 on his 100th-win day, fending 
off a scrappy Andrew Bliss for 
the 4-2 decision. Joey Spear (138) 
and Chris Joseph (152) were also 
a perfect 5-0 on the day, earning 
their final wins by fall. 

After the team suffered seven 
straight losses, Zach Malay was 
able to end the match on a posi-
tive note for the Raiders with a 2-1 
decision over Hunter Erb.

WRESTLERS: Busy week for Raiders nets wins vs. Northeastern, CD East, Annville-Cleona, Trinity
From page B1

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Joey Spear locked up a pin over Solanco’s Joseph Vandergriff at 138 pounds during Saturday’s Dutchman Duals.

Kenny Britcher was in action vs. Trinity on Jan. 8.

Quincy Reinnagel takes on his Lampeter-Strasburg foe on Saturday during 
the Dutchman Duals.

RAIDER WRESTLERS, 100 WINS
  Wins  Class
Tyler Nauman  156  2007
Chris Kochinsky  134  2008
Bo Candelaria  130  2010
Bryce Killian  128  2013
Shane Miller  121  2011
Kyler Killian  117  2008
Can Nauman  110  2003
Ryan Berstler  101  2019
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
Calvary church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 

to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Jan. 16: 6 p.m., Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Group Book 
Study; 6:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal.

 Thurs., Jan. 17: 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley.

  Sun., Jan. 20: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school and Confirmation Class; 
10:15 a.m., Worship Service.

 Tues., Jan 22: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry. 

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 The community is invited to 
our new contemporary service 
on Monday evenings at 

7 p.m. entitled “New Begin-
nings Unchained Worship Fel-
lowship.” Persons who have no 
church affiliation or are seeking 
to grow in their faith in their 
relationship with God are in-
vited. We invite you to come and 
check out our new service.

 Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets Sunday 
evening from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 January ushers: Pat and 
Harvey Givler, Bonnie and Joel 
Guzzo. Greeter: Paul Thompson. 
Children’s Church leaders for 
Sunday, January 20: Randi Bloes 
and Liz Hicks.

 Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails. From 
spring to winter benches are 
provided to use to meditate or 
just enjoy the beauty and quiet-
ness along the Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” 

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

 Adult Forum resumes this 
week. You are invited on Sun-
days from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall for our Adult 
Forum, an opportunity to learn 
more about the Bible and issues 
of  concern to Christians. All are 
welcome as we study the Bible 
and reflect on how the scriptures 
can inform and inspire us to 
“walk the talk” in our daily lives 
and to be responsible and faith-
ful Christians as we confront the 
critical issues of  our time. Kelsey 
O’Brien, who serves as the staff 
chaplain for palliative care and 
oncology at Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center, will talk about 

empathetic reflective listening, 
which has to do with simply be-
ing present and providing a safe 
space for others to share their 
burdens. The theme for January 
is “May the Peace of  Christ Be 
With You.”

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Our worship times are: Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church 
school for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; 
Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel. Please enter the church through the 

parking lot door. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM.

Church: Sat., Jan. 19: 5 p.m., 
Holy Communion – Good Shep-
herd Chapel – Everyone is 
welcome.

 Sun., Jan. 20: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – everyone is wel-
come.

 Wed., Jan. 23: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – Good Shepherd 
Chapel - everyone is welcome.

 Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book 
to take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book! 

 Interfaith Area Council Month 
of  Caring for January: Please 
donate to your church, syna-
gogue, or directly to the Middle-
town Food Pantry to help those 
in this community in our need. 
See needs below in Food Pantry 
News or monetary donations 
can be mailed to Middletown 
Interfaith Council, P.O. Box 207, 

Middletown, PA 17057.
 Food Pantry News: Especially 

needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals 
may also take items directly to 
the food pantry, which is open 
Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 pm. The Community 
Action Commission office is open 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at the same location. Food Pantry 
Sunday is February 3 (the first 
Sunday of  each month).

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

Be A Good Neighbor. 
Give To Your Local Food Pantry. 

Call 717-944-4322

Tolls on the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike went up 6 percent for 
cash, E-ZPass and Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Toll By Plate users at 
12:01 a.m. Jan. 6.

The increase, approved by 
commissioners last July, is 
required to meet the Pennsyl-
vania Turnpike’s legislatively 
mandated funding obligation 
to support the commonwealth’s 
public-transportation systems as 
well as to maintain and improve 
the 552-mile turnpike, according 
to the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission.

The most-common toll for a 
passenger vehicle will increase 
for E-ZPass customers from $1.30 
to $1.40 and 20 cents for cash 
customers from $2.10 to $2.30.

“Parts of  our roadway are 
78 years old, and we owe it to 
customers, who pay a premium 
to travel, to invest in our road 
and make it safer, smoother and 
wider,” turnpike commission 
CEO Mark Compton said in a 
press release. “This year, about 
84 percent of  our $552 million 
capital budget is focused on 
renewing, rebuilding and widen-
ing our highway which carried 
more than 200 million vehicles 
last year.”

The commission has recon-
structed more than 140 miles of  
its system, with another 11 miles 
of  road now being rebuilt and 
widened and more than 82 miles 

in planning and design phases. 
The turnpike does not receive 

tax appropriations to operate 
and maintain its road, according 
to the press release.

Additionally, the turnpike 
delivered more than $6 billion in 
toll-backed funding to PennDOT 
in the last decade. The turnpike 
commission’s annual payments 
of  $450 million — mandated by 
Act 44 of  2007 — are to be reduced 
to $50 million a year in 2022 under 
Act 89 of  2013.

This 6 percent toll increase 
will apply to all Pennsylvania 
Turnpike sections and exten-
sions, including the westbound 
Delaware River Bridge cashless 
tolling point (No. 359) in Bucks 
County, where tolls have not 
changed since January 2016.

About 80 percent of  Pennsyl-
vania Turnpike travelers pay 
with E-ZPass.

Several projects in 
Hummelstown get 
honors from county

Pennsylvania Turnpike 
tolls go up by 6 percent

The Dauphin County commis-
sioners and Planning Commis-
sion on Thursday presented the 
seventh annual Premier Project 
Awards during a luncheon cer-
emony at the Dixon University 
Center in Harrisburg.

Several projects related to 
Hummelstown were honored.

The awards program acknowl-
edges and encourages planning 
excellence in Dauphin County, 
recognizing projects that meet 
the community, environmen-
tal and economic goals of  the 
county’s Comprehensive Plan, 
according to a press release.

Individuals, organizations, 
municipalities, public authori-
ties, developers and public/pri-
vate partnerships were asked to 
submit projects within Dauphin 
County for which they were 
principally involved in design, 
development or implementation.

The 2018 award winners in-
clude the following categories, 
winners and projects:

• Growing Our Communi-
ties: RGS Associates – “VERDE 
Apartments.” The goal was to 
create a housing development 
in Hummelstown that would 
replace blighted buildings and 
revitalize a neighborhood that 
was otherwise deteriorating and 
vacant.

• Growing Our Economy: 
Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc. 
– “Duke Street Bridge Replace-
ment Project.” The goal was to 
replace a bridge over the Swatara 
Creek between Hummelstown 
and South Hanover Township 
that had been built in 1910 and 
was deemed in poor condition.

• Growing Within Our Envi-
ronment: Middle Paxton Town-
ship – “Middle Paxton Township 
Solar Panel Project.” The goal 
was to install a solar array on 
the roof  of  the township ad-
ministration building, saving 
taxpayer dollars and supporting 
the environment.

• Small Project Award: Mill-
ersburg Borough – “Millersburg 
Borough Zoning Ordinance.” 
The goal was to create the bor-
ough’s first form-based zoning 
ordinance to solve the problem 
of  uneven development and 
offer clear standards for new 
construction.

• The Timothy P. Reardon 
Excellence in Planning Award: 
Monarch Development Group, 
LLC — “Sunflower Fields.” The 
goal was to create an affordable 
workforce housing development 
in Susquehanna Township with 
35 single-family detached homes 
available for rent.

 “This awards program doesn’t 
just recognize excellence in plan-
ning, we’re also acknowledging 
the folks who are leading our 
community into the future. 
There’s tremendous work hap-
pening at the local level, and 
we’re happy to give these win-
ners the recognition they de-
serve and to encourage others 
to follow their lead,” said Steve 
Deck, executive director of  the 
Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission.

There were 11 entries this year. 
The five winners of  the 2018 
Premier Project Awards bring 
the program’s total number of  
awards since 2011 to 32.

“Parts of our roadway 
are 78 years old, and we 
owe it to customers, who 
pay a premium to travel, 
to invest in our road and 
make it safer, smoother 
and wider.”

turnpike commission CEO 
Mark Compton
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ARIES March 21-April 20
You may experience a few 
complications in regard to 
some big plans that you 
have been working on. Don’t 
let these derail your efforts. 
Things will work out.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
A newfound energy can sweep 
you off of your feet and really 
jump-start goals. Go with the 
flow until you need a break; 
otherwise, you’ll tire out.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Unfortunately some people 
you were counting on may 
suddenly pull out of a plan. 
Make sure you have backups 
so that you can follow through.

CANCER June 22-July 22
An extra boost of confidence 
is propelling you to embrace 
some changes. That means 
potentially jumping into a chal-
lenging project. Run with this. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Seek others’ counsel on an 
important issue. Another’s 
perspective or insight can help 
you make an informed deci-
sion. Once you’re comfortable 
going forward, do so. 
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
It is not a good idea to try to 
mold people into what you 
would like them to be. You 
may become frustrated if they 
resist your efforts. Embrace 

others for who they are.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Knowledge is power. Do all you 
can to improve your knowl-
edge. This is important as you 
try to navigate financial waters.
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Others may not take much 
notice of your emotions unless 
you exaggerate them. If you 
need a person to talk to, seek 
them out. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Don’t begin a conversation 
if you are not willing to see it 
through to the end, Sagittarius. 
This will only make things 
more difficult for the relation-

ships you keep.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Expect to encounter someone 
who is difficult to deal with this 
week. The cosmic forces are 
at play. Be patient and wait for 
better times ahead.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Make a concerted effort to 
work with a colleague with 
whom you might not see eye to 
eye. Your efforts to communi-
cate will not go unnoticed. 
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Don’t tie yourself in knots 
trying to sort through things 
you cannot control. There are 
too many matters for you to 
handle them alone.

ACROSS
 1. One-time Levi’s 

CEO
 5. Emperor of Russia
 9. Islamic theology 

scholar
11. Hammer with a 

large, wooden head
13. Food
15. Can be combined
16. Midway between 

east and southeast
17. Governs a noun or 

pronoun
19. Gorilla
21. Type of trap
22. “Unforgettable” 

singer
23. Atomic #10
25. Practice fight
26. US gov’t branch
27. Female deer
29. Remarks meant 

for the audience
31. Undergarments

33. Prevent from 
seeing

34. Masked
36. “A Suitable Boy” 

novelist
38. Invisible gaseous 

substance
39. Sour
41. County in New 

Mexico
43. No seats available
44. Pulitzer-winning 

composer
46. Fit or irritation
48. The ability to 

move objects 
through thought

52. Skywalker mentor 
__-Wan Kenobi

53. Herbal medicine 
seed

54. “Zero Dark Thirty” 
director Bigelow

56. Preferences
57. Soundly

58. One precedes 
another

59. Au revoirs

DOWN
 1. Famed explorer
 2. Transferred prop-

erty to
 3. Clerical vestment
 4. Free-swimming 

marine inverte-
brate

 5. Cab
 6. Thin piece of wood
 7. Persons without 

pigment in their 
skin

 8. Fill again
 9. Submissive
10. His and __
11. Sources of stress
12. Shelter
14. French commune
15. Boggy ground
18. Old man

20. Peanut
24. Michael Cor-

leone’s personal 
enforcer

26. Geological forma-
tions

28. Wages
30. Insect repellent
32. Unit of time
34. Musician
35. Not good
37. Esteemed one
38. Structures
40. Where workers sit
42. Women who fore-

tell the future
43. Quantitative fact
45. Missing soldiers
47. Diminutive
49. This (Spanish)
50. Hold on to
51. Thrust a knife into
55. Hengyang Bajial-

ing Airport
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Kitchen cook 
word search

Accessories
Appliances
Bake
Boiling
Breakfast
Cabinet
Caution

Coffee
Cooking
Countertop
Dessert
Dinner
Dishes
Entertain
Family
Kitchen
Knives

Lunch
Meals
Microwave
Oven
Pans
Pantry
Pots
Preparation
Recipe
Refrigerator

Silverware
Sink
Sizzle
Storage
Stovetop
Table
Utensils

HOROSCOPE  |  WEEK OF JAN. 16

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Kevin Costner

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am an actor born in California on Jan. 18, 1955. I 
was inspired to act after seeing a film at age 7. I have 
appeared in many notable films; two about baseball. 
I won two Academy Awards for work on a film about 
Native Americans.

Glenn Weidner, 9-year-old son of  
Capt. and Mrs. Charles S. Weidner, 
was killed when he was struck by 
an automobile in Hawaii last week. 

Word of  the tragedy was re-
ceived here by Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles E. Weidner of  17 Girard 
Ave., the youth’s grandparents. 
According to the report, the driver 
was operating under a suspended 
license. 

Interment will be made in Get-

tysburg National Cemetery. The 
funeral is in charge of  the U.S. 
Air Force.

Weidner, his wife, Ruth and 
two other children, Gary, 15 and 
Lee, 11, recently transferred to 
Hawaii and were there less than 
two weeks. He was stationed at 
Wheeler APB, where he assumed 
duty as the commander of  HQ 
Squadron, a unit of  the Air Force 
Communications Service. 

Other headlines
• Outdoor ice skating rink 

awaits freezing weather
• Borough opens new year in 

good financial conditions

News from the Thursday, Jan. 18, 1962, edition of  the Press & Journal

Youth killed when struck by car in Hawaii

Robert Bowers Jr. of Bellevue Road, Harrisburg, was injured early 
this morning when the Volkswagen bus he was driving rolled 
over completely and then righted itself. Bowers complained of 
chest injuries and was taken to Harrisburg Hospital in the Liberty 
Ambulance. He said he was blinded by an oncoming car and lost 
control of his vehicle. The bus is the property of Town and Country Day 
School, of Harrisburg. The accident happened shortly after 7 o’clock 
on Route 441 near Ebenezer Church.

More than 100 firemen battled the early-morning fire at the Knights of Columbus Home yesterday. Firefighters at 
the rear of the building were on ladders pouring water into the second floor.

Knights of Columbus Home 
hit by extensive fire damage
Seven companies battle $15,000 blaze for two hours

An early morning fire of  unde-
termined origin destroyed com-
pletely the interior of  the Knights 
of  Columbus Home, located along 
Route 230 between Middletown 
and Elizabethtown, on Wednesday.

Fire Chief  Donald Ryan said 
damage will amount to $15,000. 
The fire spread quickly through 
the 2 1/2-story frame building and 
brick addition and flames engulfed 
the entire roof  by the time firemen 
arrived. 

Ryan said the fire was reported 
from the home of  Fred Auch, who 
lives adjacent to the building, 
at 6:45 a.m. Firemen from seven 

companies battled the blaze for 
two hours before it was brought 
under control. 

There were no injuries from the 
fire, although the Rescue Ambu-
lance crew was on standby service 
as the water spray formed an icy 
coating around the building and 
on the highway. 

In addition to the Liberty, 
Rescue and Union Companies, 
firemen from Lower Swatara 
Township, Elizabethtown, Mount 
Joy and Olmsted Base responded 
to the call.

 Tank trucks from the latter 
three companies furnished water 

and set up a shuttle service for 
additional water from local fire 
hydrants. 

The lodge purchased the build-
ing in 1954, and two years ago 
a brick addition was added to 
the front of  the building. It was 
remodeled for a bar, kitchen, din-
ing room, two meeting rooms and 
offices. 

Officials said the building was 
closed following a meeting at 11:30 
p.m. Tuesday. 

Ryan said he would confer with 
the State Fire Marshal today to de-
termine the cause of  the fire. The 
building is covered by insurance. 

Middletown met Palmyra High 
on different terms this week. 
Unlike the grid stalemate they 
encountered last November, Russ 
Trimmer’s basketball Blue Raid-
ers met easy pickings against the 
Palms as they salted away their 
fifth straight Capital Area Confer-
ence test, 70-38. 

With only two games remain-
ing in the first-half  round, there 
doesn’t appear anything on the ho-
rizon to check the Trimmermen. 
Since the Carlisle loss, the Raiders 
have maintained a lusty offense 
and have been held to less than 
59 points in just one game — that 
one being the close 45-43 triumph 
they achieved over West York in 
the holiday tournament. 

Frank Snavely gave the Trim-
mermen a terrific boost in the 
opening period of  Tuesday night's 
game as he bucketed eight field 

goals for 16 of  the 25 points they 
scored. 

Middletown’s second period 
was somewhat of  a hisser and 
they managed to hit for just eight 
points while the Palms had their 
best show of  the night with 15. Of  
this total, however, the Palms tal-
lied nine from the foul line. 

The Raiders snapped out of  
this lethargy in the third with a 
big 21-point spread while holding 
Palmyra to just one foul conver-
sion. They kept it moving in the 
last quarter by outpointing the 
visitors, 16-12, thanks to the bal-
anced scoring efforts on the part of  
Saputo, Booser, Kirkman, Howell 
and Colston. 

Snavely’s 20 points paced the 
winning Trimmermen while Sa-
puto and Howell both produced 
12 points. Ron Kinsey came up 
with nine.

Raiders swamp Palms, 70-38Early morning accident

Hot buys
• Fancy young hen turkeys, 35 

cents a pound. Steaks, 79 cents a 
pound. Key Super Market, Route 
230 between Middletown and 

Highspire.
• $1 now 50 cents; $2 jewelry 

now $1. Klahr’s, 25 S. Union St., 
Middletown.
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We certainly avoided snowy 
weather for a huge chunk of  the 
winter, but that has come to an end.

Forecasts call for snow late this 
week, including what could be quite 
a bit over the weekend.

That means driving will be an 
issue.

We urge you to be safe out there. 
We might catch a break because the 
bulk of  the snow will be on Satur-
day and Sunday, meaning that we 
won’t be rushing to work on rough 
roads. If  you don’t have to travel in 
bad weather, then don’t!

However, we all know that snowy 
roads, and the salting and plowing 
that follow, can quickly raise the 
hackles of  impatient drivers who 
feel inconvenienced by the change 
in conditions but lack the foresight 
to plan ahead and leave more time 
to arrive at their destination. 

The Pennsylvania Department of  
Transportation and local munici-
palities tasked with clearing roads 
bear the brunt of  the anger. They 

do not have an easy task, because 
everyone wants their road cleared 
first.

PennDOT has some excellent in-
formation on its website about how 
it goes about maintaining nearly 
96,000 snow-lane miles using 2,200 
trucks, plows and salt spreaders. 

During a storm, PennDOT will 
plow and salt major highways first 
before moving to the less-traveled 
rural roads, according to its web-
site.

PennDOT also points out the 
simple math of  plowing roads. Plow 
trucks often take two hours or more 
to complete a route and get back to 
the starting point. 

That means, if  snow is falling at 
1 inch per hour, and a truck takes 
three hours to get back to the begin-
ning of  its route, 3 inches of  snow 
will have fallen since it was last 
plowed.

Also, if  you are concerned that 
you don’t see trucks out salting 
roads, PennDOT points out that salt 

is more effective on roads that have 
more traffic and in temperatures 
above 25 degrees, and that crews 
generally will not pretreat with 
salt brine when a storm is forecast 
to start as rain, because it will get 
washed away.

And if  you’re concerned about 
having snow pushed back into your 
driveways by plows, use this simple 
trick. Shovel snow to the right side 
of  the driveway, as you are facing 
the road. 

That way, the plow can’t push it 
back in front. It will simply push it 
farther up the road.

Here are a few more basics from 
PennDOT:

• Carry a winter emergency 
travel kit.

• Listen to weather and travel 
advisories, but if  you don’t have to 
travel in bad weather, don’t.

• Keep your gas tank at least half  
full.

• Slow down and increase follow-
ing distance.

• Carry a cellphone.
• Do not use cruise control while 

driving on snow-covered roads.
• Remove ice and snow from 

windows, mirrors and all vehicle 
lights before you drive and as often 
as needed, as well as from the hood 
and roof  of  your vehicle. State law 
states that if  snow or ice from your 
vehicle strikes a vehicle or person 
and causes death or injury, you can 
be ticketed.

• If  you do become stranded, it’s 
better to stay with your vehicle 
until help arrives. Run the engine 
every hour or so, but make sure the 
tailpipe is clear and keep the down-
wind window cracked open.

Simple precautions can keep you 
and your family safe. Understand 
why your road might not be plowed. 
Allow more time if  you have to 
drive. Be patient.

While none of  us like to drive in 
snow, these simple tips will help 
prevent this weekend from being a 
deadly one on our roads.

After a productive 2017-2018 session, 
I’m optimistic about 2019.

Last session, I advanced a host of  
initiatives — including the breaking of  
a logjam on how election lines would be 
drawn by a to-be-created independent 
citizens’ commission. I’m reintroducing 
my recommended changes previously 
approved with overwhelming Senate 
support and I look forward to continued 
— bipartisan — discussions.

I also hope to build on successful ini-
tiatives to improve the stewardship of  
taxpayers’ money while ensuring qual-
ity service for state government cus-
tomers. The former was strengthened 
by expanding the role of  the common-
wealth’s inspector general. The latter 

was advanced through modernization 
of  the Pennsylvania Civil Service Com-
mission. 

These changes provide better over-
sight for the expenditure of  taxpayer 
money and ensure more competition in 
the commonwealth’s efforts to recruit, 
promote and maintain a qualified 
professional workforce through merit 
employment.

I was also pleased to bring some mod-
est but nonetheless important changes 
involving the confiscation of  property 
of  people suspected of  crimes. Drug ar-
rests are the most common examples of  
civil asset seizures by law enforcement: 
cash, cars and sometimes homes. 

The changes I was able to secure 
establish higher burdens of  proof, 
protections for third-party owners, and 
improved transparency in the use, au-
diting and reporting of  forfeited prop-
erty. Continued attention will be needed 
to protect property rights.

That’s why I’m going to continue the 

fight to eliminate school property taxes. 
Those of  us who are committed to this 
much needed and long-overdue goal 
want to build upon the constitutional 
amendment approved by voters for a 
“homestead exemption” for primary 
residences. More will follow on these 
ongoing efforts.

I also was pleased to address a court 
action delaying an important compo-
nent of  Pennsylvania’s medical canna-
bis program: research.

When medical cannabis came to 
Pennsylvania three years ago, one of  
the key provisions making our com-
monwealth unique was the so-called 
“Chapter 20” provision for research. 
Of  course, the devil is always in the 
details and there were (and continue 
to be) many issues related to cannabis 
research. 

Successful implementation of  the 
medical cannabis law I advocated in 
2016 is a primary reason why I ran for a 
fourth term. This program is simply too 

important to too many people to not get 
it right.

After serving as chairman of  the 
Senate State Government Commit-
tee the last four years, I also wanted 
another four years as chair to advance 
other reforms. In addition to continued 
deliberations on redistricting, I’d like 
to discuss possible election and ethics 
laws changes.

Few government functions are more 
important than election security and 
integrity. We need to ensure every vote 
is both protected and counted.

Statewide, all county election ma-
chines are being decertified and must 
be replaced prior to the 2020 presi-
dential elections — elections that will 
surely see high turnout and be extreme-
ly contentious. 

There are many questions that need 
to be answered — including who and 
how to pay for these multi-million dol-
lar replacement costs. 

I do not believe the commonwealth 

should move forward to replace voting 
machines until these questions are fully 
answered.

We also need to look at ways to make 
it easier to vote — things like voting 
by absentee or mail ballot, early vot-
ing, and voting methods used in other 
states.

Like Pennsylvania’s election law, our 
ethics law has had few changes since its 
passage decades ago. The key to these 
deliberations will be ensuring that 
reform proposals actually work. 

Simple solutions may not be the best. 
We need to do our due diligence to 
ensure whatever changes we make will 
have an impact and not just be window 
dressing.

I look forward to these important and 
needed discussions.

Mike Folmer is a Republican member of  
the Pennsylvania Senate whose 48th Dis-
trict includes Middletown. His Capitol 
office telephone number is 717-787-5708.

I will continue my fight on medical cannabis, property taxes, voting

EDITORIALVIEW

Stay safe on our snowy roads

What are your “great expectations” 
for 2019? I am talking about your reso-
lutions or plans, although I write it this 
way because I think we have power to 
make things happen if  we set our minds 
to it. 

As I’ve written in the past, while we 
can’t change what others do, we can 
certainly control our response and our 
actions that either work for us and the 
things we want to accomplish or work 
against them.

There was a book called “The Secret” 
that received lots of  buzz a few years 
ago. This 2006 best-selling self-help 
book by Rhonda Byrne is based on the 
belief  of  the law of  attraction, which 
claims that thoughts can change a per-
son’s life directly.  This book and others 
claim that visualizing what your goals 
are can help you achieve that goal. I re-
ally believe that viewpoint.

So what do you intend for this New 
Year? Is it to complete a project or learn 
something new?

In an effort to help members of  the 
PieceMakers’ Quilt guild, a committee 
set up an Unfinished Objects challenge. 
For a modest sum, you entered the 
challenge and showed the group the 
one or two (or maybe more) projects 
you planned to finish in the upcom-
ing months. I put in for two projects 
and expect to finish them both before 
the meeting this month, which is the 
deadline. 

The example of  intention to finish 
something is certainly embodied by 
Tom and Judy Librandi completing that 
amazing 9,000-piece puzzle described in 
an early January Press & Journal ar-
ticle. What drive to spend more than 600 

hours on such a project! Kudos to them.
If  learning something new is in your 

plan, consider the options in your com-
munity. Maybe it’s to help someone 
learn better English. The Fun with 
English conversation group for inter-
national students at Penn State Har-
risburg will start up again in February 
on Monday evenings. If  you want more 
information, let me know. 

There are also open lectures with 
visitors to our campus. These include 
coach Ken Carter who is a coach, au-
thor, educator and inspiration for the 
film “Coach Carter.” He will speak at 
Penn State Harrisburg on Jan. 24. 

Also on campus will be Eric Thomas, 
a world-renowned motivational speak-
er, educator and pastor, on Feb. 20. And 
The Fitzgeralds, a Celtic fiddling and 
step dancing family from the Ottawa 
Valley, Canada, will perform Feb. 28. 

Also in February, there’s an oppor-
tunity for those of  you who have a cool 
idea that you want to turn into a busi-
ness. The Idea TestLab Entrepreneur 
Bootcamp is a free four-week training 
event in Harrisburg sponsored by our 
Center for Innovation and Entrepre-
neurship (harrisburg.psu.edu/invent). 
Check out the Penn State calendar at 
harrisburg2.vmhost.psu.edu/calendar 
for these and other activities on our 
campus this coming semester. 

Maybe your goal is to improve your 
health or exercise more, or maybe it’s 
to renew some old friendships that have 
waned in the last year or so. As most of  
you know, I am pretty consistent about 
exercising as a means of  maintaining 
my health. I also do contra and English 
dancing in the community, which I love. 
In terms of  renewing friendships, that’s 
been hard for me. I don’t make time 
always to keep up with friends far away 
or even close by. I know that it takes 
effort, and I am not always good at mak-
ing the time for this.

Maybe you have the goal of  being 

more active in your community. If  
you’re interested in learning more how 
some local groups are acting on their 
mission to improve our region, come to 
a series of  lectures at the Presbyterian 
Congregation of  Middletown from 9:15 
to 10:15 a.m. Sundays. 

On Jan. 20, we will play host to Kelsey 
O’Brien, who serves as staff chaplain 
at Penn State Hershey Medical Center. 
She will talk about empathetic listen-
ing as a way for others to share their 
burdens. 

On Jan. 27, Chris Fitz from Advoz in 
Lancaster will show how this group 
carries out its mission of  building com-
munity and resolving conflict through 
face-to-face dialogue. 

In February, we have several from 
other faith communities coming to de-
scribe how they work to support those 
in the region. On Feb. 10, Ellen Willen-
becher will talk about the Middletown 
Area Communities that Care, and on 
Feb. 24, we will have people discussing 
the Middletown Area Food Bank. On 
Feb. 3, Samia Malik from Steelton will 
talk about the Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations and its goal to challenge 
stereotypes of  Islam and Muslims. 
And on Feb. 17, Saima Muntaz from 
the Hadee Mosque Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community in Harrisburg will talk 
about the Community Responders Net-
work, a grassroots coalition committed 
to confronting and preventing incidents 
of  bias in central Pennsylvania.

Also in February: Guion Bluford Jr., 
the first African-American U.S. astro-
naut, will speak at 7 p.m. Feb. 7 in the 
Mukund Kulkarni Theatre on campus. 
He will address his space shuttle flights 
and the future of  manned space flight, 
as well as the difficulties he faced as a 
minority in the STEM field. The event 
is free and open to the public, but 
tickets are limited. Email Nicole Hill at 
nkh5122@psu.edu or Jennifer DeBord 
at jld91@psu.edu for more information.

So you might wonder what I’m hop-
ing to accomplish this year. I’ll men-
tion just two. I am planning to finish 
a graduate certificate in Institutional 
Research that I’ve been working on 
for two years now. That’s an area that 
provides data for colleges and universi-
ties so they can make decisions about 
curriculum, hiring or programs. Also, 
my family is planning our first trip to 
Alaska in July to celebrate our younger 
daughter’s graduation from college 
in May. We’ve got a one-week cruise 
planned for part of  the trip and the rest 
is still up in the air. 

If  you have suggestions for what we 
should see or do, let me know. I am 
looking forward to exploring a new part 
of  our country during that visit.

So my suggestion is to set your 
intentions for the New Year so you 
can achieve your goals. If  appropriate, 
find or create a picture that represents 
what you hope to accomplish this com-
ing year. I hope that I’ll see you at one 
of  the campus events or community 
discussions. Have a great start to your 
New Year.

Susannah Gal is associate dean of  re-
search and outreach and a professor of  
biology at Penn State Harrisburg, and is 
a member of  the Press & Journal Edito-
rial Board. She has lived around the 
world and made Middletown her home 
in 2015. She can be reached at susannah-
gal1000@gmail.com.

Picture what you want to do and get it done in 2019
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CONTACT 
OFFICIALS

Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your letters 
to: letters@pressandjournal.com, or 20 S. 
Union St., Middletown, Pa. 17057. Letters 
may be edited for accuracy, clarity and 
length.

As I’ve written in the past, while 
we can’t change what others 
do, we can certainly control our 
response and our actions that 
either work for us and the things 
we want to accomplish or work 
against them.
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past and present coaches, family 
and friends overwhelmed her. 

“I have always said I have the 
most amazing support system 
around me, and I believe that’s 
why I reached my goal,” she said. 
“My team is amazing. They are my 
extended family. I love them all and 
could never have done this without 
them all, past and present.”

Pelletier said she was relieved 
to get her 1,000th point.

“I don’t know if  she heard me, 
but I said that I was proud of  her. 
It was pretty loud because she had 
a lot of  fans there,” Pelletier said. 
“That’s a heck of  an accomplish-
ment, to get a thousand points that 
early in your career.”

Fitzpatrick said she wants to 
play her best each game, and be 
a good friend and leader to her 
teammates.

“She is probably the best team 
player that I know even though 
everybody knows her for scoring,” 
Pelletier said. “She does an excel-
lent job of  passing and getting us 
into our offense when we’re strug-
gling, getting the ball up the court, 
playing good defense and helping 
her teammates out. She does it all 
for us. But the best thing she does 
is just her leadership on the court.

“Her leadership is probably 
better than her scoring. And her 
scoring is pretty good,” he added. 

Fitzpatrick said she was inspired 
to play basketball because her 
brother and two older cousins 
always played and she wanted to 
be just like them. 

“My parents and my brother 
are my biggest fans, and they 
know just what to say to keep me 
motivated,” she said. 

Her inspiration to become good 
at the sport and her love of  the 
game came from her first coach, 
Brian Hofsass. 

“He and I have an unbreakable 
bond until this day,” she said. “He 
taught me to master each part 
of  the game not just scoring. He 
taught me you must have all the 
fundamentals mastered. Most 
importantly, he taught me to re-
spect the game, my teammates, 
the coaches and referees. Be loyal 
to those around you and always 
know there is someone bigger and 
better than you so keep working.”

Fitzpatrick has four scholarship 

offers already — East Strouds-
burg, Millersville, Lock Haven and 
Shippensburg — as well as interest 
from some others.

“It’s a dream come true to have 
this much interest,” she said. 
“It’s what I have been working for 
pretty much since the day I fell in 
love with this game.”

She thanked everyone who has 
cheered her on, supported her 
and been so kind to her over the 
years, and a “huge shout-out” to 
her family. 

“I wouldn’t trade my team-
mates or coaches for anything in 
the world,” she said. “You can’t 
achieve something like this with-
out all of  them. It’s a team sport. So 
many coaches over the years have 
allowed me to spend extra time in 
the gym or helped me when I was 
frustrated or struggling with my 
game, and I want to thank them.”

In Friday’s game against Mil-
ton Hershey, Jae Keller added 2 
points, 12 rebounds and 6 blocks 
against Milton Hershey. Koser had 
2 points, 3 rebounds and 4 assists. 

Caroline Gill scored 4 points 
with 10 rebounds. Tamia Hill-
Johnson scored 4 points, and 
Ayanna Reeves added 2 points and 
7 rebounds.

The Raiders fell 52-37 on Jan. 
9 at home to Northern Lebanon.

Fitzpatrick scored 20 points with 
4 rebounds, 4 steals and 2 assists. 
She was knocked out of  the game 
in the fourth quarter after she and 
another player collided, causing 
an injury and bleeding to the left 
side of  her head. 

Koser added 9 points and 5 
rebounds. Keller had 6 rebounds 
and 3 blocks, with Reeves adding 
4 points and 9 rebounds. Hill-
Johnson scored 4 points.

“We’re getting better skill-wise,” 
Pelletier said. “We’re getting bet-
ter playing team basketball. Part 
of  it was getting used to me and 
things that I expected. I think we’re 
really starting to work much bet-
ter together.

“We’ve just got to make those big 
plays, and I think we’re one step 
away from doing that,” he said. 

The Raiders played host to 
Steelton-Highspire on Tuesday, 
and East Pennsboro comes to town 
on Friday before they play South 
Western on Saturday in a tourna-
ment at Gettysburg. They will play 
host to Camp Hill on Tuesday.

THOUSAND: Raiders split a pair
From page B1
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Katie Fitzpatrick is the center of attention after Friday night’s game at Milton Hershey in which she scored her 1,000th career point. 
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Katie Fitzpatrick goes toward the basket to score her 1,000th career point 
Friday at Milton Hershey. 

If  Katie Fitzpatrick keeps up this 
year’s scoring average of  21.9 points 
per game, she will challenge the all-
time scoring record in Middletown 
Area High School girls basketball 
history in her senior season next year.

The all-time leading girls scorer for 
the Blue Raiders is Ja'Lynn Burton-
Jones, who graduated in 2016. Accord-
ing to Middletown Area High School 
records, she totaled 1,586 points. She 
is now a sophomore at Central Penn 
College averaging 31.3 points per game 
and 10.1 rebounds in 11 games this 
season playing guard.

Bianca Jasper was the last Raider 
for the girls team to reach 1,000 points, 
which she did as a senior in December 
2016. She finished her Blue Raider 
career with 1,224 points. 

Jasper is now a sophomore at Califor-
nia (Pa.). This season, she has started 
all 14 games for the Vulcans, averaging 
5.8 points per game at guard along with 
3 rebounds and 1.6 steals. She leads the 

team in assists, averaging 4.6 a game. 
Here are the all-time leading girls 

scorers in Middletown history.
• Ja’Lynn Burton-Jones: 1,586
• Kris Smith: 1,295
• Amy Holman: 1,232
• Bianca Jasper: 1,224
• Alicia Hall: 1,159
• Amanda Jones: 1,073
• Kelly Guenther: 1,040
• Katie Fitzpatrick: 1,017
Ryan Hughes reached the 1,000-point 

mark for the boys team in the 2016-17 
season when he was a junior. He is now 
a freshman at Ursinus College, where 
he has started 8 of  15 games and aver-
ages 7.9 points per game.

He averaged 21.6 points per game as 
a Raider senior and was named to the 
Class 4A Pennsylvania Sports Writers 
All-State Boys Basketball second team.

Hughes closed out his scholastic ca-
reer with 1,838 total points, according 
to statistics from MAHS, second on the 
all-time scoring record at Middletown.

Dave Grabuloff is the all-time leading 
scorer for boys or girls in Middletown 
history. He scored 2,000 points in the 
1990s and went on to play at Florida 

State and William & Mary, averaging 
6.9 points in his college career.

Dave Twardzik is third on the boys 
list at 1,069 points. He was the starting 
point guard on the 1968 MAHS team 
that won the Class B state champion-
ship. He was a Division II All-American 
at Old Dominion University, and then 
a member of  the Portland Trailblazers 
team that won the NBA championship 
in 1977, along with superstar center 
Bill Walton. The Trailblazers retired 
Twardzik’s No. 13 jersey. 

After he finished playing, Twardzik 
began an NBA coaching and front office 
career with Portland, Indiana, Detroit, 
Charlotte, the Los Angeles Clippers, 
Golden State, and Denver.

In 2003, he became director of  player 
personnel for the Orlando Magic and 
was promoted to assistant general 
manager in 2005, a position he held un-
til 2012. In late 2013 Twardzik returned 
to Old Dominion to do color commen-
tary for the radio broadcasting team.

Burton-Jones still sits atop all-time Raider girls scoring list
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Ja'Lynn Burton-Jones, who graduated in 2016, is 
Middletown’s all-time leading scorer for girls.

BOYS: Raiders lose 11th straight

Dave Grabuloff is Middletown’s all-time 
leading scorer for boys or girls, with 
2,000 points.

at home, and his absence was 
obvious as the Blue Raiders man-
aged to score just 17 second-half  
points in the loss to the Spartans. 

While the home team did reg-
ister 24 points in the first half, 
the athletic Spartans collected 
54 in the first two periods to earn 
a 30-point cushion by halftime. 
From there it was just a matter 
of  the visitors maintaining the 
pace to insure the victory. 

Jules Nester scored 11 of  his 
team-high 15 points in the first 
half  and freshman Tajae Broadie 
collected 10 of  his 11 after the 
break, but the Spartans used 
their defensive and rebounding 
dominance throughout to key 
the win. 

Following that first-half  explo-
sion of  points, the Spartans were 
held to just 22 in the second half  
as the Raiders tried to get back 
in it. But it was Milton Hershey’s 
depth and experience that took 
its toll on the young Raiders. 

The Raiders trailed by just 
five, 25-20, following a pair of  free 
throws by Petroski with 6:23 left 
in the second quarter. But the 
Raiders faltered after that and, 
hurt by turnovers and missed 
shots, the game got away from 
them. 

The Spartans went on to out-
score the Middletown squad 29-4 
in the last 5:45 of  the half  to blow 
out to a 54-24 halftime lead. 

A scoreless streak that carried 
into the second half  finally was 
broken by a foul shot by Tony 
Powell with 5:23 left in the third 
quarter. 

Manheim Central 60,  
Middletown 34

In the day-long Lancaster-

Lebanon League vs. Mid-Penn 
Conference Showcase on Satur-
day evening, the Blue Raiders 
faced host Manheim Central in 
the finale. And, once again, the 
Blue Raiders were able to make 
things interesting through the 
first two and a half  periods before 
hitting the wall in the third as 
they fell to yet another loss.

Central got off to a good start 
as Colton Book scored the game’s 
first 6 points. Petroski, playing 
through the discomfort of  his 
ailing hip, broke the string with 
a trey at the 5:30 mark and closed 
out the scoring with a bucket 
with 31 ticks left to keep the Raid-
ers close at 11-7. 

A 13-9 scoring edge by the 
Barons in the second period gave 
the hosts a 24-15 advantage at 
halftime. Broadie sank two foul 
shots 15 seconds into the second 
half  and scored again off a Nester 
assist following a triple by Cen-
tral’s Cameron Sell to keep the 
Raiders in the hunt, down 27-20. 

But any hopes of  a rally for the 
lead fell apart as the Blue Raiders 
made just two points, on a short 
jumper by Jarrod Pugh, through 
the balance of  the quarter. Dur-
ing the same span, the Barons 
scored 13 points and jumped out 
to a 40-22 lead. 

The scoring woes, along with 
a rash of  turnovers, haunted the 
Raiders in the final 8 minutes 
as the Barons outscored their 
guests 20-12 to win going away. 
Ten of  their points came from 
the free throw line. 

Two foul shots by Brock Welsh 
closed out the scoring for the 
Raiders in the late going. 

Petroski finished with 9 points, 
Broadie had 8 and Powell had 7 in 
the loss. Book had a game-high 
20 points for the winners. 
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Tamia Hill-Johnson looks to shoot Friday vs. Milton Hershey.
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