Strohecker in
Hall of Fame B1
LEGION HONORS

Raider baseball,
softball pick up
pair of victories B1

B3

LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1854 |

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 2019 | 75 CENTS

PRESSANDJOURNAL.COM

Council approves Kids Preliminary plans for Williams farm show
Kastle grant request
warehouse/light industrial, officials say
Knull objects, wants more equipment
for those with disabilities at Hoffer Park
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Council
will apply for a state grant to
fund the replacement of the
Kids Kastle playground in Hoffer Park.
The borough closed Kids
Kastle on June 4, after receiving a report from a consultant
that detailed safety issues at the
playground. The total cost of the
new playground — including
site excavation, equipment, and
supporting features such as park
benches and security lighting —

More inside
Should Hoffer
Park be allowed
to be closed for
private events?
See page A5.
is estimated Knull
at $924,205,
according to
grant application documents
put together for the borough by
consulting engineers HRG.
Councilor Dawn Knull was

Please see KASTLE, page A5

By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Preliminary drawings show
what look like warehouses for
the Williams farm on Fulling
Mill Road, according to the Lower
Swatara Township manager.
That would require a zoning
change, township Planning and
Zoning Coordinator Ann Hursh
said at the board of commissioners
meeting April 2.
Several residents raised concerns about such a development
at the meeting, regarding traffic
increases, stormwater runoff and
the loss of farmland.
Tom and Tiz Williams put their
property on the market last year

for $11.9 million, and much
of the 239-acre
land recently
went under
contract. The
potential buyer
is NorthPoint
Development, McBride
based in Kansas City, Missouri.
“It looked like warehouse, light
industrial,” township Manager
Betsy McBride told the Press &
Journal about the drawings.
She cautioned that the plans
were preliminary, and said she
was involved in only about a third
of the meeting with NorthPoint.
She said NorthPoint did not leave

any paperwork or drawings with
the township.
McBride, Hursh, Director of
Codes and Planning Don Fure
and Director of Public Works Lester Lanman met with NorthPoint
representatives at the township
offices last week.
The property under contract
includes land on both sides of John
C. Kunkel Elementary School and
the 152-acre tract to the north of
Fulling Mill and includes the Williams’ 1777 farmhouse.
The drawing showed two buildings on the tract to the north of
Fulling Mill Road and one building
on land to the south.
NorthPoint officials asked questions about the rezoning process,

although Hursh said they didn’t
provide plans or timeframes.
“They would have to get rezoning,” she said.
The township’s 2017 zoning map
indicates that the three tracts the
developer is interested in, which
total about 200 acres, is zoned
residential-agricultural.
The fourth tract, which is bordered by Oberlin Road to the north,
is zoned residential-suburban.
NorthPoint apparently does not
plan to buy this part of the property.
Township code indicates that
permitted uses in the residentialagricultural districts include

Please see FARM, page A4

TMI owner
outlines
plans for
shutdown
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

Full-time employment at Three Mile Island would
decrease from the current 675 to 50 by 2022, according
to a decommissioning report filed Friday with the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission by Exelon Generation, More inside
the owner and operator of Sen. Ryan Aument
TMI’s Unit 1 reactor.
introduces nuclear
Exelon submitted the fed- power legislation.
erally required decommis- See page A6.
sioning report, even as the
company says it continues to
hope state government will act to make nuclear more
competitive before September 2019 — when Exelon
says it will shut down TMI absent the enactment of

Please see TMI, page A6

A Three Mile Island employee walks past the generator at the plant in this November 2016 photo.

Borough’s dispute with Suez over water usage now turns to meter readings
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The 11.5 percent surcharge imposed on
Middletown water and sewer customers is
invalid because it is based on inaccurate
meter readings, the borough says.
The borough is also fighting Middletown
Water Joint Venture LLC, which includes
Suez, the private company providing
water and sewer service in the borough,
over whether the joint venture can impose
more charges to recoup the cost of replacing water mains.
The fight over both issues is continuing
through arbitration, despite the March 27
dismissal by a federal judge of a lawsuit
the borough filed against the joint venture
in 2018, the borough posted on its website
April 5.

The post was the borough’s first public
comment since Chief Judge Christopher
C. Conner handed down his decision dismissing the federal lawsuit.
An arbitration hearing on both issues
— the alleged faulty meters and the joint
venture passing on to borough water and
sewer customers “millions of dollars in
costs” for replacing water mains — was
held in November 2018, the borough said
in the statement.
The arbitration panel was to hold more
hearings on Tuesday, April 8, the borough
said. A decision on the arbitration is expected “within a couple of months,” the
borough said in the April 5 statement.
The joint venture and Suez imposed
the 11.5 percent surcharge in April 2018
to recoup what Suez said is revenue lost
from a water sales shortfall that the joint

venture says occurred in the Middletown
system from Jan. 1, 2015, through 2017.
Suez told the Press & Journal last year
that the surcharge is increasing the average water and sewer bill by 20 cents per
day, or by roughly $72 a year.
The borough says it has presented
evidence that the meters used by Suez
to serve major customers “have failed
performance tests on multiple occasions
without timely repairs, and that Suez has
not actively monitored the accuracy of
its meters.”
According to the borough, Suez said
it was entitled to use “estimated billing
techniques that did not comply with the
borough’s ordinance” to determine the
shortfall amount upon which the 11.5

Suez
personnel
wrap up
fire hydrant
testing and
flushing
in this
photo from
September
2016. This
hydrant
is at the
corner
of East
Emaus and
North Pine
streets.
STAFF PHOTO BY
JASON MADDUX

Please see SUEZ, page A5

Press & Journal picked as best paper of its size in state, wins 9 top awards

Public notices in this
week’s Press & Journal

The Press & Journal won
14 awards in the 2019 Professional Keystone Press Awards
announced Friday by the Pennsylvania Newsmedia Association,
including being selected as the best
newspaper of its size in the state.
The Press & Journal was the
Sweepstakes winner for Division
VII, weeklies with a circulation
up to 5,000. The awards were pre-

• HARRISBURG: Estate of Ruth
Lindsey. A4
• LOWER PAXTON TWP: Estate
of Clavetta Ziegler. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Public
Hearing. A4

sented for work in 2018.
“Receiving such an array of
awards from our peers is extremely gratifying — a testament
to the talents and dedication of
our staff,” said Publisher Joseph
G. Sukle Jr. “We are privileged to
be able to continue to serve the
greater Middletown area for more
than 165 years. These awards certainly add another layer of pride

as we record and comment on our
communities’ histories.”
The Press & Journal won eight
other first-place awards.
• General News (coverage of a
news event): reporters Dan Miller
and Laura Hayes, and Editor Jason
Maddux, for “Rally: Clock is ticking at TMI,” coverage of a rally in
downtown Middletown for Three
Mile Island.

• News Feature Story: Dan
Miller, “Her death definitely saved
my life,” about Kyle Cox, fiance of
Elizabeth Loranzo, who died of a
heroin overdose.
• News Beat Reporting: Dan
Miller, for his coverage of Middletown borough.
• Editorial writing, Jason Maddux.
• Sports/Outdoor Column: Tom

Shank’s Woods & Waters, for a
selection of three columns.
• Diversity: Press & Journal
staff, for news coverage reflecting
the diversity of the community it
covers.
• Graphic/Photo Illustration:
Creative Director Julianna Sukle,
for the cover of the Penn State

Please see PAPER, page A5
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LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Don’t forget to celebrate National Pet Day with your furry friends

Hello, folks!
Tomorrow is National Pet Day!
Yay for pets and three cheers for
pet owners! Our family has had
a few pets through the years. We
don’t have any now, and most
likely it will stay that way.
We have a granddog. Her
name is Saffron. She lives in
Pittsburgh. She loves to come
and visit. We enjoy her, too, but
then we are not too sad to see
her go home. I find that this is a
great balance for us.
Did you know the most popular pets, in order, in the United
States are fish, cats, dogs and
then birds? I am delighted to report that the Ackerman household had all four of these, and
then some! Hermit crabs, anoles,
hamsters and I don’t remember the name of the long-tailed
lizard-type creatures we had. We
did it all for the kids! I hope they
appreciated it.
Have a wonderful week and
enjoy spring! I know, it has to get
a little bit warmer for that. Feel

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Saffron lives in Pittsburgh.
free to share your news with me.

Birthdays
Happy cake day to Donald
Stauffer of Londonderry Township. I hope your big day is wonderful on Wednesday, April 10!
Vinny Corradi of Lower

Fish Fry

the American people.
More can be found at www.
armyfieldband.com.
For free tickets, go to https://
armyfieldband.ticketleap.com/
concert-band--soldiers-chorus--middletown-pa/.
Middletown Area High School
Band is hosting the performance.

Distinguished honor roll

LOWER SWATARA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

$2 OFF
DINNER

*

WITH THIS COUPON

Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables,
Dessert, Coffee & Soda
*
ONE DINNER
EAT-IN OR TAKEOUT • ADULTS $12 • CHILDREN $6 EXP. 4/14/2019 LSVFD

LowerSwataraFire.com • 1350 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown

BING
Held 2nd Sunday
of each month

SUNDAY
APRIL 14

1

MANIA

Doors & Kitchen
open at noon
Bingo starts at
2 pm

28 TOTAL GAMES

Eighth grade: Ryleigh Atticks,
M. Amaan Azeem, Marquis Beasley,
Emily Boyer, Ashley Brittelli, Cailey
Campbell, Parker Cihak, Charity Cochran, Daynara Colon, Triniti Davis,
Aurora Demko, Lena Emigh, Alan
Erler, Carizma Fernandez, Jackson
Grimland, Tristan Handley, Kaley
Hileman, David Hinojosa, Amiyah
Humes, Peyton Hunt, Jaron Imler,
Gabriella Jackson, Asa Kochvar,
Jade Lesisko, Layna Lighty, Cadence
Lines, Natalie Maneval, Kassaine
Mason, Samuel Miller, Bridget
Muller, Miranda Nolen, Morgan Pacheco, Isaiah Plaunt, Dasani Ritter,
Ashley Rusnov, Nathan Russo, Alexa
Saul, Bailey Snyder, Kiley Stoltzfus,
Mia Thomas, Aidan Torres, Ethan
Witmyer, and Katherine Yoder.
Seventh grade: Emma Adams,
Ella Brandt, Allie Cleland, Bipasha
Devkota, Max Dupes, Lorelei Elliott, Ryan Foreacre, Brandon Gipe,
Stephanie Harvey, Payton Hershey,
Alexis Hoffman, Chloe Kahler,
Averie Kalonick, Micah Krajsa, Luke
LeKites, Maliya Maldonado, Kassidy
Martin, Lilliana Mildner, Ava Miller,
Mazy Miller, Claire Munnelly, Ryleigh

Ebenezer selling its
chocolate Easter eggs
Ebenezer UM Church and
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, is
selling its homemade chocolate
Easter eggs.
To order, call 717-944-6080 or
717-583-0502.

CA$H BA$H BINGO

MASD schedules school
closure makeup days

all proceeds benefit middletown blue raider football camp
th

middletown fire company, 10 Adelia Street, Middletown
$25 advance tickets; $30 at the door

doors open @ noon
Bingo starts @ 4

food, byob, raffles,
50/50 & door prizes!

20 games

each game pays $100
(additional game books available for $5)

PLUS
Two winner takes all games for $1 each

$1000 jackpot

cyndi pugh: (717) 319-9785 / mixprincess2002@comcast.net

EASTER BAKE SALE
Saturday, April 13th
9 AM to Noon in Parish Hall

• Homemade Rolls:

Walnut, Poppy Seed, Apricot $10 EA.

• Smoked Kielbasa RINGS & STICKS $7 EA.
• Perohi FROZEN BY DOZEN $6
PEROHI FILLINGS: Potato & Cheese, Cabbage,
Sauerkraut, Prune, Farmer Cheese, Apple

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Church
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg
(717) 652-0545 • www.stannbyz.org

No orders taken, ﬁrst come ﬁrst served.

Central PA
Blood Bank
Drive
ORGANIZED BY:
ST. ANN
KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

Old Reliance Farms will hold
its annual spring yard sale
Friday, April 12, and Saturday,
April 13.
Be sure to come out and get
some great deals! Hours both
days are 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

20 oz can crushed or chunked
pineapple (with juice)
1/2 c sugar
3 eggs
1/4 c butter, melted
5-6 slices bread, cubed
Pinch of salt
Combine all ingredients in
a large mixing bowl. Pour into
greased 2-quart baking dish.
Bake at 350 degrees for 45 to 50
minutes, until golden and puffy.

Quote of the Week
“Today, I choose to invest in
the world with joy!” — Anonymous

Question of the Week
What is your dream vacation?
“Going somewhere with clear
water and tropical palm trees!”
— Gabby Frost, 15, Middletown.
“I would like to go to the beach

and never return, especially
back to school!” — Andreia Bullock, 9, Middletown.
“I always wanted to go to
Canada to see what it looks
like.” — Anthony Albright III, 9,
Middletown.
“I would love to buy a small
house with a pool in Miramar
Beach, Florida. It is on the
panhandle.” — LeeAnn Hocker,
Harrisburg.
“Panama, Mexico. I saw a
show about it!” — Logan Benner,
12, Middletown.
“To Florida to see alligators
in the ocean, go on a fishing
trip and swim with dolphins.”
— Jameson Hoffman, 7, Lower
Paxton.

Proverb for the Week
If you falter in times of trouble, how small is your strength
(24:10)!
Reach LaVonne Ackerman at
717-649-7366 or by email at LaVonneAck@comcast.net.

Myers, Riya Patel, Mychaela Peters,
Samantha Rine, Nevaeh Shafer,
Nathaniel Skrinak, Chance Sweeney, Rylie Teets, Layla Wall, Taylor
Witmyer, and Sara Yeich.
Sixth grade: Leticia Alvarez,
Aman Azim, Aleel Batts, Tyson
Bomberger, Emma Buffington, Hope
Burger, Grant Carpenter, Lillian
Carper, Grace Cenko, Ava Conrad,
Jayliana Dohner, Mason Dudash,
Sofia Eshleman, Delaney Fitzpatrick,
Landen Freeman, Derrick Green,
Hayden Herneisey, Samantha
Hess, Kylie Hickoff, Adolfo Hinojosa,
Johnathan Horetsky, Hannah Hottenstein, Addison Huber, Murphy
Hughes, Arianna Laverty, Ellie
LeKites, Ava Linton, Alexis Marietta,
Madyson Miller, Timothy Moore,
Shawn Muller, Gabreyella O’Donnell,
Thooria Olaoye, Cassidy Pomraning, Gina Prisbe, Emily Rafter, Lily
Runion, Devin Ruzansky, Julianne
Schanke, Madison Schmitt, Cameron Scully, Krish Shah, Noah Sheaffer,
Emily Wagner, Marshall Womer, and
Tyrel Yealy.

Honor roll
Eighth grade: Elijah Akins, Jaxon
Appleby, Amari Betha, Daniel Bre-

nan, Madison Brown, Isabella Buehrle, Isaiah Burns, Nicholas Crognale,
Emma Cyr, Melanny DeLaCruz,
Aleeha Donicker, Brayden Dunn,
Jaelynn Ebersole, William Fulmer,
Daisha Holder, Alauna Hosterman,
Braelan Huber, Julia Hughes, Ella
Killen, Fairnoh Koleh, Joseph Korsak,
Isaac Lupp, Jessica Matincheck,
Jordan Miller, Mikayla Neidig, Leo
Nissley, Marco Ortiz- Sanchez, Sabhyata Pokhrel, Leah Popernack, Ava
Russ, Noella Schanke, Jacob Senior,
Nolan Sessa, Aidan Shaffer, Chad
Sipe, Molly Strite, Jace Thomas, and
Marli Welsh.
Seventh grade: Alton AkakpoMartin, Tillman Artell, Dylan Barbush, Tyra Bateman, Talan Baxter,
Amelia Birtch, Jessica Brenner,
Derek Brooks, Giana Cheng, Ryan
Coburn, Nyah Courts, Isaiah Crosson, Arpana Dahal, Isabella Devaney,
Zoe Dumez, Emma Erkenswick, Kiley
Etter, Madeline Fox, Gabriella Garisto, Robert Gomboc, Caiden Halbleib,
Samantha Hardy, Hailey Hemperly,
Ian Hoffman, Michael Keating, David
Kemmerling, Trey Kephart, Melanie
Langford, Charles Lawrence, Tyson
Leach, Evan Mariano, Xavier McClinton, Gabrielle Messner, Mikael
Monge Sanchez, Adam Moore, Dylan
Moyer, Alexis Myers, Joe Myers,
Donald Neidig, Mae Newman, Kaleb
Nissley, Aaron Nordai, Liliana Plaunt,
Gabreanna Radabaugh, Jayden
Rider, Dakota Shertzer, Dominic

Singh, Olivia Stepp, Julia Templeton,
Rachel Trefz, Darrius West, Olivia
Yeich, Addisyn Yospa, and Ella Young.
Sixth grade: Vanessa Adams,
Trevor Anderson, Raven Baker, Amaury Battistini, Kylee Baumbach, Isabel Beaston, Logan Benner, Hannah
Bollinger, Paige Bollinger, Aren Brice,
Matthew Brion, Carter Bryan, Kilee
Bucher, Peyton Chisholm, Landon
Cochran, Adrian Corradi, Enzo Corradi, Geno Corradi, Ricardo CortesMartinez, Hannah Coy, Chrystiana
Cribari, MacKenna Cuddy, MyLeigh
Deitrich, Matthew Dodds, Madison
Eshenour, Owen Fales, Alishah
Fuentes, Elizabeth Gingrich, Ethan
Gladwin, Austin Grimm, Claudia
Hess, Hailey Hoerner, Dillen Holmes,
Danika Horn, Bawi Iang, Alexis
Jackson, Noah Jackson, Marquis
Kane, Nicholas Kleinfelter, Maverick
Kramer, Jonathan Kreiser, Rylee
Leeper, Kaitlyn Lewis, Mason Lupp,
Tanner Mace, Yar Manyuon, Keira
Maple, Alayna Oliver, Indigo Persing,
Maleah Pete, Bradyn Pristello, Parker
Rios, Martin Romain, Talaysia Roy,
Nathaniel Santos Villegas, Anthony
Santos, Nina Schreffler, Edward
Serrano, Matthew Sieber, Marco
Smallwood, Addison Stiffler, Serenity
Stoker, Sean Stott, Eisley Thomas,
Donovan Thompson, Jayla Tucker,
Jazmin Vazquez, Vladyslav Vikovan,
Tabitha Weese, Brenden Wegert,
Connor White, Colton Worley, and
Jaina Zehring.

Harrisburg Pike, Middletown,
is sponsoring a free interactive
presentation “Caregiving and
Family Conflicts” from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. Monday, April 15.
The guest speaker will be
Karen Kaslow of Keystone Elder
Law P.C., Mechanicsburg.
Register by calling Andrea
Henney at 717-944-3351 or email
ahenney@middletownhome.org
by Friday, April 12.

and Soldiers Chorus Concert, 3
p.m. at Middletown Area High
School.
• April 15-26: PSSA English/
Language Arts testing window.
• April 16: MAHS Junior PostSecondary Fair; school board
general business meeting, 7 p.m.

TOWN TOPICS

2 Large Guaranteed
$5.00
OFF
with this ad!
Jackpots
Exp. 04/14/19
6 cards for $25
LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. - 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175
Packages start at

Sunday, may 5

Yard sale

Honor Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.”

5-8 pm:
April 12 & 19

B

(great with a ham dinner, via Susan Wagner of Lower Swatara)

guished Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For the

2655 Foxianna Road, Middletown

*TURKEY*

Congratulations and happy
43rd wedding anniversary to
Gene and Linda Tripp of Middletown. This couple celebrate their
romantic day on Wednesday,
April 10. Enjoy!
Richard and Katie Leggore of
Lower Swatara were married
on April 11, 1955. Happy big-deal
64th anniversary to these two
lovebirds on Thursday.
Best wishes for a fantastic
wedding anniversary to David
and Judy Hurlock of Lower
Swatara. They celebrate 33 years
of wedded bliss on Friday, April
12. I hope the sun is shining for
you on your special day!

guished honor roll and honor roll for the third period. Distin-

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO.

Monthly Dinner:

Baked Pineapple

Middletown Area Middle School recently announced its distin-

TAKE-OUT AVAILABLE
Call 717-944-2175

Sunday, April 14th • 11 am - SOLD OUT

Anniversaries

MAMS releases honor roll for 3rd grading period

U.S. Army Field Band to perform
A free public performance
of the U.S. Army Field Band’s
Concert Band and Soldiers’
Chorus will be presented at 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 14, at Middletown
Area High School.
The band tours nationally and
internationally and serves as a
liaison between the Army and

Swatara Township will observe
his honk-honk-beep day on April
10. I hope your Sweet 16 birthday
is everything you want it to be
on Wednesday!
Cassie Bechtel marks her
frosty-filled day on Thursday,
April 11. Enjoy your cake day!
Best wishes for a super 22nd
birthday to Shawney Stauffer of
Middletown on Thursday, April
11. Enjoy!
Happy 15th balloon-flying day
to Dakota L. Saunders of Lower
Swatara. I hope your day is all
puffy clouds and sunshine on
Friday, April 12!
Alexandra Hernandez of Middletown marks her 19th snappyhappy birthday on Sunday, April
14. Much peace and love to you!
Best wishes for a marvelous
Monday birthday to Aayah Mohsini of Lower Swatara on April
15. She turns 10!
Brady Fox of Lower Swatara
celebrates his last teener birthday on Tuesday, April 16. Have a
terrific day, Brady!

Because of school closures
Jan. 30 and Jan. 31, the following
changes to the school calendar
will be implemented.
Wednesday, April 17, will become a full day of school rather
than an early dismissal. Thursday, April 18, will be an early
dismissal for students.
Spring recess will be observed
on Friday, April 19, and Monday,
April 22.

Easter egg hunt in
Highspire on Saturday
An Easter egg hunt will be
held at 11:30 a.m. Saturday, April
13, at Highspire Memorial Park.
Age groups are 0 to 4, 5 to 8,
and 9 to 12.
In the event of rain, the hunt
will be held in the basement
of Highspire United Methodist
Church, 170 Second St.
For more information, call
717-939-3303.

Youth Club Bingo
scheduled for Thursdays
Youth Club Bingo will be held
Thursday nights at the Middle-

town Volunteer Fire Department, 10 Adelia St.
Doors open at 5 p.m., and
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.
Proceeds benefit the Middletown Youth Club.

Frey Village Easter egg
hunt will be held April 13
Frey Village, 1020 N. Union
St., Middletown, is sponsoring
its annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10
a.m. Saturday, April 13.
Children age 12 and younger
may participate. The event is
open to the community.

Kielbasa and perohi sale
at St. Ann Byzantine
Kielbasa and perohi will be
on sale at the St. Ann Byzantine
Catholic Church Parish Hall,
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg,
through April 13.
Wednesday hours are 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. Saturdays hours are 9 a.m. to noon.
For more information, call 717652-0545 or visit stannbyz.org.

Londonderry Fire fish fry
scheduled for Fridays
Londonderry Fire Company,
2655 Foxianna Road, Middletown, is sponsoring its fish fry
from 5 to 8 p.m. on Fridays, April
12 and 19.
Call 717-944-2175 for takeout.

Caregiving, family
presentation at Home
The Middletown Home, 999 W.

Last fish fry at Seven
Sorrows on Friday
Seven Sorrows Catholic
Church, Race and Conewago
streets, Middletown, is sponsoring its last fish fry from 5 to 8
p.m. Friday, April 12.
Call 717-944-5488 after 4 p.m.
for takeout. Visit ssvbm.org for
menu and specials.

Town hall meeting for
Londonderry residents
A town hall meeting for Londonderry Township residents
will be held from 9 to 11 a.m.
Saturday, April 13, at the Londonderry Township Municipal
Building, 783 S. Geyers Church
Road.
Anyone with questions or concerns is invited to attend.

Middletown Area School
District slates events
Upcoming Middletown Area
School District events include:
• April 13: MAHS Mini-THON
Easter Egg Hunt.
• April 14: U.S. Army Band

Londonderry Fire plans
to hold Bingo Mania
Londonderry Fire Company,
2655 Foxianna Road, will hold its
Bingo Mania on Sunday, April
14.
Doors and the kitchen open at
noon, and bingo starts at 2 p.m.
For more information, call
717-944-2175.

Turkey dinner at Lower
Swatara Fire Company
Lower Swatara Volunteer
Fire Company, 1350 Fulling Mill
Road, is sponsoring a turkey dinner on Sunday, April 14, from 11
a.m. until it sells out.
Eat-in and takeout are available.

Speed Date With a Book
coming to library
Speed Date With a Book will
be held from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, April 13, at Middletown
Public Library, 20 N. Catherine
St.
The library will introduce
readers to some of its favorite
genres in a round-robin, speeddating style.
Light refreshments will be
served.

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 THE PRESS & JOURNAL A3

www.pressandjournal.com | info@pressandjournal.com

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Man charged after hitting tree;
driver reached 91 mph, police say
State Police charged a Middletown man with DUI after his vehicle ran off the road and hit a
tree in the 2900 block of Schoolhouse Road in Londonderry
Township at about 12:45 a.m.
March 31.
Police upon arriving found
Brian Scott Brennan, 53, of the
1000 block of Spruce Street,
sitting in the driver’s seat of his
blue 2012 Chevrolet Silverado,
according to arrest papers
police filed with District Judge
David Judy.
Brennan showed signs of
being impaired from alcohol
during field sobriety tests. A
preliminary breath test also
read positive for alcohol, police
said. Brennan refused to submit
to a blood test, police said.
Brennan was charged with
DUI, disregarding a single
lane of traffic, driving at safe
speed, and careless driving. His
preliminary hearing is set for
April 29.

Speeding in Giant parking lot
A Middletown man was
charged with DUI after a borough police officer saw the man
speeding and driving erratically
through the Giant Food store
parking lot at 450 E. Main St. at
about 6:40 p.m. March 16.
William Redden Oliver Houck
III, 21, of the first block of Peony Avenue, was pulled over in
a 2015 black Dodge Dart sedan
at the intersection of Conewago
Street and Fair Avenue, police
said in arrest papers filed with
District Judge David Judy.
A probable cause search of
Houck’s car by police uncovered two sandwich bags containing suspected marijuana,
and a glass pipe with burnt
marijuana residue, police said.
A lab analysis of blood drawn
from Houck at the county booking center showed he had the
active ingredient of marijuana
in his system at the time, police
said.
Houck was charged with

DUI, use/possession of drug
paraphernalia, possession of
marijuana, reckless driving,
and driving and unregistered
vehicle.
His preliminary hearing is set
for April 29.

Man resisted arrest, elbowed cop
A Middletown man was
charged with aggravated assault after borough police said
he resisted arrest when they
tried to pull him over on a traffic stop.
Police in arrest papers filed
with District Judge David Judy
said they began following a
green 2002 Chevrolet Tahoe
driven by Joseph Maneri, 52,
of the 300 block of East High
Street, after police said the
vehicle was observed speeding
eastbound on West Main Street
at about 12:30 a.m. April 2.
Police followed the vehicle
to Maneri’s residence, where
Maneri got out but refused to
return to his vehicle, police
said.
Police said Maneri resisted
being handcuffed and at one
point elbowed the arresting
officer out of the way. The arresting officer said that Maneri
showed signs of being impaired
from alcohol.
A second police officer was
needed to assist getting Maneri
into the police car as he kept
resisting arrest, police said.
Maneri refused to submit to a
blood test at the county booking
center, police said.
Maneri was arraigned before
Judy on April 2 and charged
with aggravated assault, resisting arrest, DUI, obstruction of
the administration of law/other
government function, and driving an unregistered vehicle.
He was released after posting
$5,000 bail through a bondsman.
His preliminary hearing is set
for April 15.

Man charged with DUI
State Police charged an Eliza-

bethtown man with DUI after
police approached him while he
was in his vehicle parked on the
shoulder of Route 283 eastbound in Londonderry Township at 11:39 p.m. March 23.
Police in arrest papers filed
with District Judge David Judy
said that Scott Allen White, 48,
of the 3500 block of Old Hershey Road, showed signs of being impaired from alcohol and
could not successfully pass field
sobriety tests given at the scene.
Police said White admitted to
smoking “medical marijuana”
before driving and had also
snorted heroin earlier that day.
A search of White’s vehicle
uncovered five white colored
bags containing heroin, four
packages of Suboxone, 10 blue
glassine bags containing heroin
residue, and three hypodermic
needles, police said.
White submitted to a blood
draw at the county booking
center. Lab results are pending,
police said.
White is charged with DUI of
a controlled substance, illegal
parking on a bridge/tunnel, and
driving under suspension. His
preliminary hearing is set for
April 29.

Assault suspect drove off
Middletown police charged
a borough man after police say
he hit a woman during a fight
while he was intoxicated from
alcohol, and then drove away.
Police in arrest papers said
that James Edwin Dietz Jr.,
45, of the first block of Caravan Court, pushed the woman
onto a couch and smacked her
across the chest. The dispute
was reported at 8:15 p.m. March
28. The woman also suffered a
small injury to the ring finger
of her right hand, police said.
Dietz then fled the scene,
driving off in a maroon Dodge
Dakota, police said.
Dietz is charged with simple
assault and harassment. He is
awaiting setting of a prelimi-

Mary Gerhards
HIGHSPIRE

nary hearing.

Doing 91 in 70 mph zone
A Lancaster County man
faces drug possession charges
after police pulled him over
for driving 91 mph eastbound
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike
at mile marker 251.4 in Londonderry Township at 8:02 p.m.
March 15.
The posted speed where Kyle
Ray Kohl, 18, of the 100 block of
East Main Street, was driving
a 2005 black Volvo sedan is 70,
police said in arrest papers filed
with District Judge David Judy.
Police searched the car after
smelling marijuana. Police
found a silver metal grinder
and a red glass pipe. A bag
containing about 48 grams of a
substance that field tested positive for marijuana was found in
the trunk, police said.
Kohl was charged with possession of a small amount of
marijuana for personal use,
two counts of use/possession
of drug paraphernalia, and exceeding the posted speed by 21
mph. His preliminary hearing
is set for May 13.

Francine E. Belton
MIDDLETOWN

Born September 28, 1947, Francine entered into rest with her Father God on Sunday, April 7, 2019.
Francine was a native of Middletown, Pennsylvania and attended
Middletown Area High School,
graduating in the year 1967. She
attended Shippensburg University
in 1967 and received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Education. In
1974, she received her M. Ed from
the same university.
Affectionately known as Fran,
she was preceded in death by her
mother, Violet L. Salley.
Through her childhood and
adult years, she attended Ebenezer
A.M.E. Church of Middletown.
She was also the former First Lady
and co-founder of The Father,
Son and Holy Ghost Church of
Lancaster, Pa.
Throughout her lifetime, she
helped with the growth of many
children as she taught in church
and both public and private
schools throughout her lifetime.
She is survived by her sisters,
Linda Harrell and Leslie Brown
(Bobby), of Harrisburg, Pa.; cousin, Franklin Gantz of Mechanicburg; nephew, Julian Harrell of
California; nieces, Auryanua and
Azuraye Salley of Harrisburg,
Pa.; and a host of friends and
neighbors.

Man beat up and stole from victim
Middletown police charged
a borough man after they said
he assaulted another man in a
fight in the 300 block of Ridge
Avenue at 12:39 a.m. March 26.
Police in arrest papers filed
with District Judge David Judy
said that Walter Anthony Veiga
II, 29, of the Ridge Avenue address, assaulted the man and
stole his iPhone, medical marijuana, and vape pen.
The victim had visible signs
of an assault on his hands and
face, and possibly a broken rib,
police said. An ambulance took
him to the hospital.
Veiga was charged with
simple assault, harassment,
disorderly conduct, theft by
unlawful taking, and public
drunkenness. His preliminary
hearing is set for April 29.

CARD OF THANKS,
IN MEMORIAM AND
OBITUARY FEES
Obituary Fee: 31¢ per word.
$5 for photo billed through
funeral home.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

A 33-year-old woman faces
charges after an incident at
Harrisburg International Airport.
According to the affidavit filed
with District Judge Michael J.
Smith, airport police responded
to a report of a disorderly and
intoxicated passenger at the
Allegiant Airline counter at 2:11
p.m. March 31.
Marquisha Marie Roane, of

Tools stolen from worksite
A York resident reported the
theft of about $1,000 of tools
from outside a residence in the
100 block of Tioga Avenue at
7:15 a.m. April 3.
The victim was there to do
work on the Tioga residence,
and left tools lying outside of
the garage. When the victim
returned the next day, the
Milwaukee-brand tools were
gone.
The theft is under investigation.

DUI charges for Tenn. woman
A Knoxville, Tennessee,
woman has been charged with
DUI after a witness told police
he saw her drink from a minibottle of alcohol while her car
was stopped.
Police pulled over Colleen
Elizabeth Ryan, 31, near the intersection of Powderhorn Road
and Heritage Square at 8:06 p.m.
March 30. Her vehicle allegedly
hit the curb as she pulled over.
According to the affidavit filed
with District Judge Michael
J. Smith, police saw two minibottles of alcohol, one of which
was open, between her legs.
Police took her to the booking
center for a blood draw. Ryan at
first agreed, but later refused,
and a search warrant was executed for a sample, according
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to the affidavit. The results were
not reported.
While being taken back to
her cell, Ryan allegedly struck
a corrections officer on the arm
with her sandal.
In addition to DUI, she has
been charged with aggravated
assault, careless driving and
restrictions on alcoholic beverages. She was arraigned before
Judge David O’Leary, and her
bail was set at $20,000. Ryan’s
preliminary hearing is scheduled for April 24.

Citations after accident on pike
An 18-year-old man has been
cited after a three-vehicle crash
at the intersection of West Harrisburg Pike and Meade Avenue
at 5 p.m. March 28.
According to police, Stewart
Mackenzie, of Bayville, New
Jersey, was driving east on
West Harrisburg Pike when he
attempted to stop at the intersection, slammed on his brakes,
and collided with two other
vehicles.
The drivers were treated at
the scene, and all three vehicles
were towed, police said.
Mackenzie was cited with failing to stop at a red signal and
careless driving.

DUI charges for Harrisburg man
A Harrisburg man faces DUI
charges following a traffic stop
in the 100 block of Richardson
Road at 1:31 a.m. April 1.
Police saw a car, allegedly
driven by Jordan Christopher
Poles, 27, fail to signal a turn
and tried to turn on a road separated by a grass embankment,
according to the affidavit filed
with District Judge Michael J.
Smith.
Police reportedly smelled the
odor of marijuana coming from
his vehicle, and Poles told officers that there was marijuana
in his center console. According to the affidavit, officers also
found paraphernalia.
A blood draw was taken;
results were not reported.

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Poles also has been charged
with possession of a small
amount of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia.
His preliminary hearing has
been scheduled for May 20.

Press and Journal, Inc
20 S. Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057-1445

Sharp Cuts

E-town woman cited after crash
An Elizabethtown woman
has been cited after a threecar crash at the intersection
of West Harrisburg Pike and
Meade Avenue at 1:18 p.m.
March 29.
Sondra L. Coble, 66, was driving west on West Harrisburg
Pike when she allegedly ran a
red light and struck a vehicle
turning onto West Harrisburg
Pike driven by a Mount Joy
man. Police said the Mount
Joy man’s car rolled into a car
driven by a Susquehanna Township woman.
Coble has been cited with failing to stop at a red signal.
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Feeling like you paid too
much in taxes this year?

Man charged with DUI
A Harrisburg man has been
charged with DUI following a
traffic stop at 9:37 p.m. March 24
on Route 283 after he allegedly
didn’t stop at a stop sign.
According to the affidavit filed
with District Judge Michael J.
Smith, the driver, Patrick John
Lynch, 33, told police he drank
seven beers over five hours.
A blood draw was taken;
results were not reported.
Charges include DUI, failing
to stop at a stop sign and careless driving. His preliminary
hearing is May 1.

Contact your financial advisor
today to learn about investing
strategies that could benefit you.

Profanities written on car
A Maryland resident reported
that someone wrote profanities
in an unknown substance and
drew male genitalia on their car
while it was parked on the 200
block of West Main Street.
The incident was reported
at 6:36 p.m. March 27. It didn’t
cause permanent damage and
the victim was able to wash the
substance off the vehicle
The incident is under investigation.

Christopher B Dixon, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
FAP-1942L-A-AD

Public drunkenness at HIA

Sanford, Florida, was reportedly yelling profanities into her
phone. In the affidavit, police
wrote that she was intoxicated,
and slurring her words, drooling and had the odor of alcohol
coming from her breath.
When police attempted to arrest her, she allegedly stiffened
her arms and went limp and
had to be dragged to the station.
Roane has been charged with
resisting arrest, disorderly conduct and public drunkenness.
She was arraigned before
Judge David O’Leary, and her
bail was set at $20,000. Her preliminary hearing has been set
for April 17.
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Synthetic pot charges; drunk woman reported at HIA
Two Harrisburg men were
found with K2, or synthetic
marijuana, in a traffic stop in
the 800 block of South Eisenhower Boulevard at 2:14 a.m.
March 30, according to an affidavit filed with District Judge
Michael J. Smith.
Frank Acevedo, 46, and Tre
Davon Williams, 24, face a number of charges including manufacture, delivery or possession
with intent to manufacture and
deliver.
According to the affidavit,
police said Acevedo, the driver,
had bloodshot and glassy eyes.
His preliminary breath test was
negative for alcohol.
Acevedo reportedly told
police he had K2 in his pocket.
When officers searched Williams, police found a baggie of
suspected marijuana and K2.
In the car, police allegedly
found multiple baggies of K2 in
two larger baggies.
A blood draw was taken
from Acevedo; results were not
reported.
Williams and Acevedo
also have been charged with
manufacturing, distributing or
possessing a designer drug and
possession of drug paraphernalia. Acevedo has also been
charged with DUI, and Williams
was charged with possession of
marijuana.
They were arraigned before
District Judge David O’Leary.
Williams’ bail was set at $30,000,
and Acevedo’s at $50. Their
preliminary hearing was set at
April 17.

Mary Ann Gerhards, 83, died
Friday, March 29, at her home in
Highspire. She was the widow of
James (Skip) Gerhards.
She was born in Frackville, Pa.
on April 15, 1935.
For many years, Mary Ann
was the Pharmacy Director at
Harrisburg Hospital. She was a
graduate of Philadelphia College
of Pharmacy and Science.
She is survived by six nieces
and nephews, including David
Achenbach of Louisburg, N.C.,
John Achenbach of Harrisburg,
and Sandra Achenbach Sellers
of McLean, Va., all formerly of
Highspire.
Graveside funeral services and
burial were held on Friday, April
5 at 2 p.m. at Highspire Cemetery,
Eisenhower Boulevard, Lower
Swatara Township. There was no
viewing or visitation.
In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to the
Citizens Fire Company No. 1 of
Highspire, Pa., sent to 640 Eshelman Street, Highspire, PA 17034.
K.M. Knight Funeral Home,
Highspire is in charge of the arrangements.
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ESTATE NOTICE
Letters of Administration on the Estate
of Ruth A. Lindsey, late of Harrisburg,
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, were
granted to Marna L. Hartzell on February 27, 2019. All persons having claims
against the Estate of said Decedent
are requested to make known the
same, and all persons indebted to the
Decedent are requested to make payment without delay to the Administrator,
Marna L. Hartzell, or her attorney:
Stephen S. Werner, Esquire
Werner Law Group
439A Walton Avenue
Hummelstown, PA 17036

ESTATE NOTICE
NOTICE Estate of Clavetta E. Ziegler,
late of Lower Paxton Township,
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania (died:
January 27, 2019). Executor Carl
L. Belcher, Jr. of 8470 Kensi Court,
Hummelstown, PA 17036. All persons
indebted to the Estate are requested
to make payment, and those having
claims to present same without delay.

Public Hearing Regarding Verizon
Cable Franchise Renewal for
Lower Swatara Township
Notice is hereby given that the Board
of Commissioners of the Township
of Lower Swatara will hold a public
hearing regarding cable franchise
renewals with Verizon.The public
hearing will take place on May 1, 2019
at 6:45 p.m. at the Municipal Building
located at 1499 Spring Garden Drive,
Middletown, PA 17057. Citizens are
invited to testify. The purpose of the
public hearing is to review the past
performance of Verizon and to identify
the future cable-related community
needs of the Township.Questions may
be directed to Elizabeth M. McBride,
Township Manager at 717-939-9377.
Elizabeth McBride
Township Manager
Lower Swatara Township
Peter R. Henninger, Jr., Esquire
Jones & Henninger, P.C.
Solicitor for Lower Swatara Township

AUCTION

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

SEALED BID AUCTION:
PA Liquor License #R20614
- Montgomery Co., Lower
Salford Twp, PA. Bids due
by April 16. Sanford Alderfer
Real Estate, AU-00190-L, 10%
Buyer’s Premium. 215-723-1171,
AlderferRealEstate.com

All Classified Ads Must
Be Paid In Advance.
Cash, Check, Visa Or
Mastercard Accepted.
NO REFUNDS.
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Precor Low-Impact Climber
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G.E. Top Freezer/Refrigerator
like new 20.8 cubic foot,
G.E. Electric Range, Frigidaire
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Samsung Chrome Book – 3
Celeron N3060, 1.6 G, 2 GB,
16 GB, 11.6 IN, New, $100. Call
717-579-4590.
MobileHelp, America’s
Premier Mobile Medial Alert
System. Whether You’re
Home or Away. For Safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long Term
Contracts! Free Brochure! Call
Today! 1-844-677-1569
Dental Insurance: Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance
company for details. NOT
just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures.
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad#
6118
A PLACE FOR MOM: The
nation’s Largest senior living
referral service. Contact
our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855400-1032

EMPLOYMENT
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Get FAA approved hands on
Aviation training. Financial
aid for qualified students –
Career placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 877-207-0345
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sales trucks

Call Barry Woods
(717) 412-1197
of Harrisburg

YARD SALE

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:

1-800-460-0606

Richard a. Dodd is licensed to practice in Pennsylvania and is responsible for this ad.

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

Simple
Cremation
$

1395

Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

or payments as low as
$16.00 a month
All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees

Our facilities are private & secure. Your loved one never leaves our care.

Preplan and prepay
today and receive a

For a FREE no obligation
brochure and information,
please call us toll free at
844-427-3672
or visit us on-line at
For a limited time, so Act NOW! www.cremationofpa.com

$200
DISCOUNT

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

2011 Powderhorn Rd., Middletown
Something for everyone!.

Roundup®, a common weed and
grass killer, has been linked to the
development of Non-Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma in farm workers and
employees in garden centers,
nurseries, and landscapers. If cappolino | dodd | KrEbs
you or someone you care about Tough • ExpEriEncEd • TrusTworThy
has been diagnosed with NonHodgkin’s Lymphoma, contact
.com/NHL
us today as time may be limited. www.RespectForYou
312 W. HoustoN, cameRoN,tx 76520

Serving all of PA

Fri., April 12 & Sat., April 13 • 8 a.m. - ?

stock
photo
portrayal

LLP

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma

92294-1409-1

#144 0410-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

YARD/GARAGE SALES

MISCELLANEOUS

0092297-art.indd 1

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

#142 0403-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Legal & Public Notices
call or email for pricing

PUBLIC NOTICES

MASD gets elementary
enrollment projections
Growth expected in Middletown in coming years, with
Woodland Hills driving more students into school district
By Phyllis Zimmerman

Special to the Press & Journal

Middletown Area School District officials received their muchawaited district enrollment projections last week, but the data
might raise more questions for
district officials than it answers.
The study was initiated after
months of debate about how to
best meet future projected enrollment increases in elementary
grades. The debate led to discussions about how the elementary
schools should be structured, and
where they should be located.
The outside firm DecisionInsite projected greater enrollment
growth for the district over the
next 10 years than the state Department of Education projections used in last year’s district
feasibility study. DecisionInsite
also predicts that much of the anticipated growth will result from
new development in Middletown,
and not Lower Swatara Township
as commonly perceived.
Superintendent Lori Suski
presented an overview of study
results at the April 2 school board
meeting, a day after the district
first received the multi-faceted
report from DecisionInsite. The
school board agreed March 5 for
the district to enter a one-year
contract with the firm to conduct
demographic/enrollment study
services.
The school board initially
planned to discuss elementary
reconfiguration/enrollment
projections at a special meeting
March 26, but officials agreed to
hold off on the matter until DecisionInsite submitted its findings.
Through DecisionInsite’s
study, the district “wanted to
do due diligence” to ensure that
projections from the state Department of Education provided by
the district’s architectural firm
are accurate, Superintendent
Lori Suski said last month.
Suski said DecisionInsite’s
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liams selling their farm, but of the
potential rezoning of their land.
She noted that NorthPoint’s
core values, according to its website, are living generously (giving
back to the community through
charitable efforts), putting people
first, taking ownership of every
situation, maintaining financial
discipline, and doing the right
thing.
“Now we’ve all heard the expression that you can put lipstick
on a pig, and it’s still a pig. You
can paint a rosy picture of [NorthPoint] being a good neighbor, but
it’s still going to be an industrial
park,” Castagna said.
Commissioners thanked residents for attending the April 2
meeting. After residents spoke,
Board President Jon Wilt told
township staff to encourage
NorthPoint to hold a public meeting “so that these people can voice
their concerns.”
The potential development
of the farm comes as the Middletown Area School District
has discussed the future of its
elementary schools including
Kunkel, which was last renovated
in 1996 and is in need of renovations and expansion.
“I don’t want them to close
Kunkel just so they can rezone
the land around [it],” resident
Patty Ruiz Pronick said.

MASD Superintendent Lori
Suski told the Press & Journal
that when the district held a
public forum last November,
MASD said Kunkel renovations
and additions might be affected
by who bought the Williams farm,
which is why it began investigating other options, such as a new
elementary school on campus or
adding onto Fink.
“I think it opens the door for
many questions before the district can decide what to do,” Suski
said. For example, where would
warehouses be situated and what
impact would additional vehicles
have on Kunkel?
“Hopefully, in the next few
months, the district will have
a better sense of whether the
land will be rezoned. That will
probably be a major factor in our
decision-making,” Suski said.
One resident said she worried
about stormwater runoff. Lee
Bloes, who lives on O’Hara Lane,
voiced concerns about traffic,
specifically on Nissley Drive,
which borders the farm to the
east, especially with plans for a
55-and-older community called
The Pond at Fulling Mill to be
built on the corner of Nissley
Drive and Fulling Mill Road.
“There are a lot of people that
are going to be affected by this,”
Bloes said.
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“developments either currently
under construction, those with
active entitlements, or any proposed future projects.”
The firm also compiled relevant district data from the past
four years to calculate results.
“It’s a very scientific process.
They just don’t throw four years
worth of data at the wall and see
what happens,” Suski stated.
However, Suski added, it’s
also possible that not all of the
planned developments listed in
the study will be built within the
next decade – and even if units
are built, there’s no guarantee of
purchasers or occupants.
To further add to the fray, a
Realtor for the 239-acre Williams
farm tract recently confirmed to
the Press & Journal that much of
the land is now under contract,
with the buyer described as a
“large national developer.” The
tract surrounds Kunkel Elementary in Lower Swatara Township.
Lower Swatara officials have said
the preliminary drawings show
what looks like warehouses for
the farm on Fulling Mill Road.
The Williams tract is zoned
as residential agricultural, and
any rezoning would have to be
approved by the board of commissioners. If so, this could
derail the district’s chances of
potentially expanding Kunkel
or even building a new school
there as needed. However, school
board president Linda Mehaffie
said on April 1 that the chances
of actually rezoning the area appear uncertain for now.
“I’ve heard that the community
is alarmed about putting an industrial park there. … It’s hard to
believe they’re going to allow it to
happen,” Mehaffie said. “I agree
with Dr. Suski. There’s certainly
no rush (for a final decision).”
A school board decision about
elementary-level building planning in the district and a related
traffic study has been tentatively
scheduled for June.

FARM: ‘Put lipstick on a pig, and it’s still a pig’
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executive director advised her
April 1, of which she concurs:
“If I were in your seat, I wouldn’t
do anything right now. You have
plenty of time.”
All in all, DecisionInsite reports that the district possibly
could see the construction and
occupation of up to 536 new dwelling units in the district through
2028. The overall calculation
includes 342 new single-family
detached units, 44 new singlefamily attached units, and 150
new multi-family units.
The district’s largest enrollment surge is expected in 2023 due
to scheduled completion of up to
290 new single-family dwellings
in Middletown’s Woodland Hills
development. Low-end estimates
state that 189 new students will
enroll in the district that year.
Moderate estimates, however,
place the district’s overall new
student total at 256 for 2023.
After estimated spikes in new
construction, however, the study
predicts that no new dwelling
units will be built in the district
between 2025 and 2028, although
an increase in student numbers
generated by new dwellings is
expected to continue.
“This doesn’t appear to marry
the PDE projections used by our
architect,” Suski told the school
board. Last year, consultants to
the district recommended that
Middletown plan for at least a
10-percent increase in current
elementary enrollment figures
over the next decade. At the
time, district officials responded
that MASD doesn’t have enough
room in its elementary buildings
to accommodate this.
DecisionInsite results were
based in part on interviews with
developers and municipal planning departments in the school
district, from which DecisionInsite compiled a list of all active,
non-senior residential developments larger than 10 units. The
study defines active projects as
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Should private groups be able to rent parks?
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Middletown Borough Council
denial of a request from a company
to use Hoffer Park for an employee
picnic has one councilor calling
for change.
Council by 4-3 vote April 2
turned down a request from
Schneider Electric to use the park
for the picnic Aug. 17.
The company wanted to use the
entire park for the picnic, but the
park would have to remain open
to the public.
That creates a built-in conflict
that was a concern for councilors
voting against the request, including Council President Angela

Lloyd.
“If they (the employees) are on
the basketball court and a bunch
of kids come down and want to
play, is there going to be an issue
— ‘We reserved the park for the
day, you can’t play basketball,’”
Lloyd said.
Schneider also planned to bring
a number of attractions for its
employees and their families,
including a “bouncy” house, a petting zoo, a live band, dunk tanks
and food vendors.
These will inevitably draw the
interest of others who would
be in the park at the same time,
especially young children, said
Councilor Jenny Miller, who also
voted no.

“My concern is the residents
become angered because their
kids can’t participate in that, not
understanding” why they cannot,
she said.
Schneider Electric invites 400
employees to the picnic, but in
past years the most who have attended is 150, borough Manager
Ken Klinepeter told council. No
one representing Schneider appeared to be at the meeting.
Klinepeter acknowledged council approving the request could set
“a precedent” for other companies
to hold similar events at the park.
So be it, said Councilor Ian Reddinger, who urged council approve
the request.
“That’s a good precedent to set

— come to Middletown, have fun,
enjoy, bring your family, enjoy the
businesses that are around here —
that’s a good precedent to set and
I hope we do set that precedent,”
he said.
Joining Reddinger in voting to
approve the company’s request
to use the park were councilors
Robert Reid and Vice President
Mike Woodworth.
Joining Lloyd and Miller in
voting no were councilors Dawn
Knull and Ellen Willenbecher.
“I’m very sorry to see that —
another reason to not let people
come to our town,” Reddinger said
after the vote.
“It’s not that I don’t want businesses to come here, because I do,”

KASTLE: Equipment for children with disabilities an issue for Knull
From page A1

the lone vote against the application April 2. Knull during an
earlier council meeting expressed
concerns that the proposed playground does not have enough
equipment that can be used by
children with disabilities. She
advocated removing some playground items and replacing them
with equipment that can be used
by those children.
“It’s not that I’m against the
grant, not that I’m against the
playground. I’m against [that] we
agreed to take some things out and
they were still kept in, and I’m not
for paying $15,000 for something
that shouldn’t be in,” Knull said
before casting her vote.
Speaking with the Press &
Journal on Friday, Knull referred
to minutes from council’s March
16 meeting showing council had
agreed to remove three motorcycle
spring riders and a sphere. These
items were to be replaced with
equipment that would comply
with the Americans With Disabilities Act.
But Knull said the drawings
presented to council April 2 for
submission to the Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources for the grant
still showed the sphere, which she
said costs $15,000.
The minutes refer to the sphere
as ADA-compliant. However,
Knull said she has spoken with
multiple parents of children with
disabilities in the borough who
told her that the sphere is of little
to no use for their children.
“To me, it’s not ADA compliant
for someone in a wheelchair,”
Knull said. “This $15,000 thing will
not help them. We should leave
that spot open so we can (put in)”
other playground equipment that
is truly ADA compliant.
Knull said she did not feel she
could vote to apply for the grant,
and have the sphere removed and
replaced later, because she said
council was told once the playground drawings are submitted
for the grant, the borough is bound
by the drawings.
Immediately following Knull’s

“So you want to can the
whole thing over one piece
of equipment?”
Council Vice President Mike
Woodworth, to council member
Dawn Knull
vote, Council Vice President Mike
Woodworth asked her, “So you
want to can the whole thing over
one piece of equipment?”
Knull later told the Press & Journal she knew she did not have the
votes to stop the grant application,
but thought it necessary to vote as
she did as a matter of “principle.”

Response to Knull
Responding to Knull’s comments, Council President Angela
Lloyd said “minor changes” to
playground drawings and plans
may be made after the grant application has been submitted to
DCNR, according to the engineer
with HRG.
Lloyd also noted the decision to
keep the Sensory Dome, and to add
an Inclusive Whirl, was approved
by a majority vote of council. Both
pieces of equipment are ADAcompliant, Lloyd added.
Woodworth said that the piece
of equipment council planned to
replace, the Sensory Dome, costs
$10,598.
The piece has openings large
enough for children in mobility
devices to maneuver through, he
said, and “add-on modules” can be
integrated into the dome to make it
suitable for children with different
levels of ability.
Woodworth said an updated
design by engineers showed adequate space for both the dome
and Inclusive Whirl, if parts of the
design were reorganized.
Keeping both pieces gives the
playground more inclusive play
elements, and allows children of
all abilities to play together instead
of separately, Woodworth said.
Designs showing the dome taken
out for the whirl, and a design
showing both pieces included
in the playground, were both
presented to council for consid-

eration, Woodworth said.
Woodworth said while “minor
changes and adjustments” can
be made to the playground design
after submitting the application,
“major changes” are not possible
as they would alter the project’s
scope and budget by too much of
a degree.

Financial details
The cost breakdown of the
$924,205 cost as put together by
HRG was made public by the
Middletown Area School District
and attached to the agenda for
the school board’s April 2 meeting, during which the board
unanimously approved a letter of
support for the borough’s grant
request to the DCNR.
The borough is applying for
$462,102.50 in grant funds from
DCNR. To get the grant, the borough must provide $462,102.50 of
its own money — or non-cash inkind contribution — as a match.
The borough hopes to use as its
match a $436,000 grant that the
borough received years ago to fund
construction of Woodlayne Court
apartments on Wilson Street.
The developer repaid the grant
to the borough in 2013. However,
the borough needs approval from
the state Department of Community and Economic Development
for the $436,000 to be used as a
match for the DCNR grant.
If DCED approves, the borough
would add $26,102.50 of its own
cash to match the $462,102.50.
If DCED doesn’t approve, the
borough is “on the hook” for
coming up with the $436,000 some
other way, borough Manager Ken
Klinepeter told council before the
vote.
DCED is expected to announce
its decision in June regarding
whether to approve the borough’s request to use the $436,000,
Klinepeter said.
In addition, the borough can apply for other grants that could help
meet the matching requirement,
HRG’s Josh Sheetz told council
during the meeting.
For example, the borough could
apply for a Dauphin County gaming grant, or for a grant through

the Commonwealth Financing
Authority, Sheetz said.
The borough will compete with
municipalities and organizations
throughout Pennsylvania for the
DCNR grant. Whether a grant is
awarded, and for how much, is
based on a numerical score the
DCNR gives to each application,
based on grant criteria.
DCNR will announce the grant
awards in October or November.
If the borough is awarded a grant,
the grant money would become
available to the borough after a
contract with DCNR becomes effective on Jan. 1, 2020.

Competitive bidding
Besides seeking other grants,
the borough can ramp up its own
fundraising to raise money for the
new playground between now and
2020, Lloyd said.
The borough so far has raised
$3,810.45 towards the new playground, through private donations
and through sale of engraved
blocks made of wood from the
original Kids Kastle, which opened
in 1993.
The borough must seek competitive bids from contractors to
build the playground, because
the DCNR grant is funded with
public money.
Competitive bidding could
lower the price tag for the new
playground below $924,205, Mayor
James H. Curry III pointed out.
The borough also was planning
to use the DCNR grant to help pay
for constructing an underground
bioretention basin in Hoffer Park
that Klinepeter says is needed to
meet stormwater requirements
being imposed by the state.
However, HRG recommended
the borough remove the basin
from the project, as the maximum grant available from DCNR
is $500,000 and the grant being
applied for is $462,102.50 based
just on the estimated cost of the
playground.
HRG now suggests the borough
address the basin “as a separate
project for which other grant
funding sources may be available,”
Klinepeter said in an April 3 email
to the Press & Journal.

Lloyd said in response. “If we’re
going to do something like this,
we need to put some procedures
in place. Allowing this, we are
opening it up to having issues.”
Willenbecher agreed, saying the
Schneider request has prompted
“a really great conversation” that
council should be having regarding use of its parks.
“Maybe this year you need to
find some place else, but think of
us next year,” Willenbecher said
of Schneider. “Maybe we will have
something in place … but right
now it feels like they (Schneider)
are driving it and we need to be
the ones managing these kinds
of events, should we even go this
direction.”

LDHS to hold senior citizen prom
Lower Dauphin High School
invites the community’s senior
citizens to its annual senior citizen prom from 1 to 4 p.m. April 13.
The Volunteen club sponsors
the popular event, which this
year has an “around the world”
theme.
The event will feature classic
tunes played by longtime disc

percent surcharge is based.
The borough called this “in
sharp contrast” to Suez insisting
on charging a residential customer in Enhaut, Pennsylvania,
$992.36 in back charges, supposedly because her meter was under
recording for a period of months.
This is based upon a report made
public by abc27 news, the borough
said.
In response, Suez in a statement
issued through spokeswoman
Ghilianie Soto said “there is no
merit to any of the borough’s positions” that are the subject of the
arbitration proceedings.
Regarding the joint venture
recouping from borough ratepayers the cost of replacing water
mains, the statement from Soto
referred to provisions included
in the contract between the joint
venture and the borough following
the borough’s September 2014 decision to lease its water and sewer
systems to the joint venture for 50
years. The lease became effective
on Jan. 1, 2015.
That contract calls for the joint
venture to make infrastructure
improvements to the borough’s
water and sewer systems in each
year of the 50-year lease.
The contract allows the joint
venture to impose a “capital cost
recovery charge” to recoup the
cost of improvements that are
completed by the joint venture in

the previous year.
“The borough was sued by (the
joint venture) in an arbitration
to force the borough to comply
with the terms of the agreement
and to invest in the infrastructure
which was called for under the
agreement anyway,” according
to the joint venture statement.
“We want to partner with the
borough through the terms of our
agreement to allow us to do what
we were ultimately hired to do,
which is fixing the infrastructure
of Middletown.”
While the lease calls for the joint
venture to make annual system
improvements, the only time that
has been done was in 2015, when
Suez replaced 2,500 feet of water
line on Ann Street and Oak Hill
Drive.
Suez has undertaken no major
infrastructure improvements
during any years since — 2016,
2017 and 2018 — because borough
council in each of those years
has rejected the plan for capital
improvements that has been submitted by Suez.
It appears unlikely any capital
improvements will be done in
2019 either, as council March 19
rejected the joint venture’s proposed capital expenditure plan for
the years 2019-2023. The borough
noted that rejection in its April 5
statement.
The borough to date has spent
$792,261.80 in legal fees on the dispute with Suez, based on Right to

Know requests filed by the Press
& Journal concerning bills paid
to Dilworth Paxson LLP, the law
firm council in March 2018 hired
as “special counsel” to represent
the borough in the federal lawsuit
against the joint venture and Suez.
The borough has spent another
$58,140.95 to date in legal fees
to Gibson & Perkins, a law firm
council hired on May 1 to pursue
claims against other parties that
were involved in approving the
water and sewer lease in 2014.
Hiring Gibson & Perkins led
to a separate lawsuit that the
borough filed in June 2018 in
Dauphin County Court against its
former solicitor, McNees Wallace
& Nurick; and former financial
advisers Susquehanna Group
Advisors.
The borough alleges in the
lawsuit that McNees and Susquehanna provided bad advice that
council relied on in approving
the lease.
McNees and Susquehanna
Group both dispute those claims,
in responses filed on behalf of the
two defendants by their respective
lawyers.
The lawsuit is pending in county
court.
The joint venture in its statement responding to the borough’s
April 5 press release called on the
borough to stop trying to get out
of its obligations under the lease.
“The borough signed an agreement Sept. 30, 2014 under which

jockey Chad Lister. He began
playing music at the event when
he was a student and is now a faculty member at the high school.
In addition to music and free
food, students will provide entertainment. There will be door
prizes.
To RSVP, call the high school
at 566-5327.

PAPER: P&J gets many awards
From page A1

Harrisburg guide.
• Special Project: Julianna
Sukle and Laura Hayes, Penn
State Harrisburg guide.
Second-place awards were for:
• Investigative Reporting: Dan
Miller, on coverage of the borough’s legal fees.
• Personality Profile: Dan Miller, for “An unjustly lost figure in
rock history,” about Middletown
resident Scott Fagan.
• Page Design: Jason Maddux.
There were two honorable

mentions.
• Front Page Design: Jason
Maddux
• Sports Event Coverage: Larry
Etter, Earl Hammaker, Donald
Graham and Bill Darrah, for
“Raiders denied for third time,”
coverage of the Middletown
football team’s state championship game.
Winners will be honored at the
Keystone Press Awards banquet,
which will be held during the
Pennsylvania Press Conference
on May 18 at the Hilton Harrisburg.

Dave Lidle

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE

SUEZ: Joint venture asks borough to stop trying to get out of lease
From page A1

Reddinger toward the end of
the council meeting introduced
a separate motion, proposing the
borough enact a policy that would
allow any park to be rented for private use for 12 hours for a $500 fee.
Knull called it “a great idea,”
but said she could not vote for the
motion until it can reviewed by the
borough solicitor.
Klinepeter said that at that moment, there is no way of knowing if
the $500 fee proposed by Reddinger
would be enough to cover borough
costs that would be involved in
renting out a public park.
Reddinger’s motion failed 4-3.
Lloyd earlier in the meeting
pledged council will discuss the
issue at an upcoming work session.

it was paid $43 million up front,
and under this agreement the
borough would receive $45 million
in additional payments from (the
joint venture),” the statement said.
“Having received 10s of millions of
dollars in payments, the borough
is now seeking to walk away from
this agreement. The borough filed
a lawsuit to try and change the
clear terms of this agreement. The
court completely rejected the borough’s arguments and dismissed
the borough’s case.”
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Nuclear bill in Senate differs from Mehaffie’s
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Legislation intended to preserve
Three Mile Island and the four other nuclear power plants in Pennsylvania has been introduced by
Sen. Ryan Aument, R-Lancaster.
Aument’s legislation — Senate
Bill 510 — is similar, although not
exactly the same, as House Bill 11,
the legislation that was introduced
on March 11 by Rep. Tom Mehaffie,
R-Lower Swatara Township.
Both proposals would make
TMI and the other nuclear plants
eligible for credits that electric
utilities would have to purchase,
by adding nuclear to the list of 16
sources of renewable energy, such
as wind and solar, that are now
included in the state’s Alternative
Energy Portfolio Standards.
Including nuclear in the portfolio — or making nuclear eligible
for the credits — is needed to
recognize nuclear’s “carbon-free”
generation of electricity, supporters of the legislative proposals
contend.
Exelon Generation, which owns
and operates TMI’s Unit 1 reactor, announced in May 2017 that
it would prematurely shut TMI

down in September 2019,
unless state
government enacted reforms
to place nuclear
on a level playing field with
solar, wind, Aument
and the other
renewables that are part of the
AEPS.
TMI as of 2018 had not made a
profit in six years, according to
Exelon.
The four other nuclear power
plants in Pennsylvania are all still
considered profitable. However
FirstEnergy Corp. has said it will
close the Beaver Valley nuclear
power plant in western Pennsylvania in 2021, absent the type of
government reforms Exelon is
calling for to save TMI.
Public hearings on Mehaffie’s
legislation began Monday before
the House Consumer Affairs
Committee. More are scheduled
for April 15, April 29 and May 6.
Aument’s bill has been referred
to the Senate Consumer Protection
and Professional Licensure Committee, which will hold a public
hearing on it at 1:30 p.m. today,
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019
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Middletown First
Church of God
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Going gray
gracefully

G

ray hair is a natural side effect
of aging. The rate at which
hair will turn to gray differs based
on genetics and other factors. Some
people may go gray seemingly overnight, while others may gray at the
temples first before the rest of their
hair gradually changes color.
Aging women often wonder if
they should cover up their gray
hair or embrace the silver. Going
gray is no longer something that
has women running to their stylists at the sight of the first gray
strand. Some actually opt for silver
even before their own gray sets in.
According to a 2017 survey of hair
trends by L’Oréal Professional, 28
percent of women embraced or
considered opting for silver hair.
The trend has continued to gain
steam. Celebrities like Jamie Lee
Curtis and Helen Mirren were
some of the first to embrace their
grays. Younger celebrities like
Kendall Jenner, Pink and Lady
Gaga have opted for silver tresses
to make a statement.
But there are still many women
who prefer to transition gradually

or avoid the harsh chemicals in
some hair products. The National
Cancer Institute states that more
than 5,000 different chemicals are
used in hair dye products, some of
which are reported to be carcinogenic in animals. There are many
natural ingredients that can add
tint to hair to make gray less visible. Coffee, for example, can cover
grays and add dimension to dark
tresses. Chamomile tea is recommended for blonds to add natural
highlights and perhaps camouflage their grays. Calendula,
marigold, rosehips, and hibiscus
can deepen red shades or add some
subtle red highlights. Henna also is
a popular natural method to add a
red-orange color to hair. Creating
highlights to offset gray hair can
work as well. Spraying lemon juice
on hair and sitting in the sun can
produce lightening effects.
Many women are seeking natural
options to look their best. Embracing grays or creating subtle tints
with natural ingredients can help
women feel confident and beautiful.

Interested in wearing
contact lenses?
1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

We fit all types, including:

April 9.
As with Mehaffie, Aument says
that loss of nuclear plants in
Pennsylvania will cost residents
an estimated $4.6 billion a year,
including $788 million in higher
electricity costs for consumers
and $2 million in lost gross domestic product. Electric utilities
are expected to pass the cost of
the credits onto consumers, and
Mehaffie said his legislation would
cost on average $500 million a year.
Mehaffie projects his legislation would increase the average
residential electric bill by $1.77
per month — but that same bill
will go up by $2.39 a month if TMI
and the other nuclear plants are
allowed to close.
Exelon has issued statements
supporting and calling for passage
of both pieces of legislation — Mehaffie’s and Aument’s.
There are three main differences between Mehaffie’s legislation and the proposal introduced
by Aument, according to Aument’s
office.
Aument’s proposal includes an
audit provision that would allow
the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission to ensure that the
alternative energy credits are being spent “appropriately.”

“It seems that the best
way to meet significant
carbon reduction goals is
to include nuclear in state
portfolio standards.”
Sen. Ryan Aument
Both Mehaffie’s and Aument’s
proposals would require a nuclear
plant commit to operate for at
least six years in order to receive
the credit.
Aument’s bill would require
any nuclear power plant operators that pull out of the program
prematurely to pay back all or a
portion of the credits they have
received, depending on how long
they were in the program.
Aument’s bill also includes
“technical changes” intended to
make sure that renewable electricity producers such as solar
and wind also would benefit from
the new tier that would be created
to add nuclear to the portfolio
standards.
Specifically, solar and wind are
now included in what is known as
Tier 1 of the standards. At some
point, expected as early as 2021,

there will be excess generation
capacity in Tier 1.
At that point, solar and wind
and the other renewables would
be able to benefit from the same
credits for which nuclear will be
eligible by nuclear being placed in
the new Tier III.
Mehaffie’s bill includes similar
provisions intended to support
wind, solar and other renewables.
“The intent is the same for both
bills” but how this is accomplished
is not exactly the same in both bills,
a staffer for Aument said.
Aument said both nuclear and
the renewables such as wind and
solar can grow. It need not be a
choice between one or the other.
“I do not believe that adding
nuclear to (the standards) is a
zero-sum game where only one
source — either nuclear or renewables — can grow,” Aument said in
an emailed statement to the Press
& Journal.
“In fact, the experience in other
states suggests the exact opposite,
as it seems that the best way to
meet significant carbon reduction goals is to include nuclear in
state portfolio standards, because
nuclear generation provides
unique resiliency, reliability, and
environmental benefits that sup-

plement — not overshadow — the
benefits of renewables,” Aument
said. “To that end, I’ve taken great
care to ensure that there is space
in my proposed Tier III to build
up our state’s renewable portfolio
while also retaining a competitive
market structure. Not only is this
necessary to ensure a bridge to a
more energy-secure future, but I
think it makes the proposal more
politically viable as well.”
As with Mehaffie’s legislation,
critics see Aument’s legislation
as an unwarranted bailout of
profitable nuclear power plant
operators in the private sector.
“Why would any lawmaker in
either branch of the state Legislature think it is a good idea to steal
from taxpayers to pay for a problem that doesn’t exist?” the group
Citizens Against Nuclear Bailouts
said in a statement issued April
3. “We know the state’s nuclear
power generators are profitable.”
The group also cited an analysis
by the Industrial Energy Consumers of Pennsylvania saying that
the legislation to preserve nuclear
would lead to “crippling costs to
manufacturers” in Pennsylvania,
resulting in price increases of
products to consumers and job
losses.

TMI: Exelon outlines how the number of employees will decrease
From page A1

such policy changes.
TMI as of 2018 had not made a
profit in six years, according to
Exelon.
A decommissioning report filing
is required by the NRC as part of
the process to shut down the plant.
Staffing would be reduced to 300
employees shortly after used fuel
is moved to the spent fuel pool,
which under the decommissioning plan would take place Sept. 30.
Full-time staffing would be down
to 200 by 2021, and down to about
50 in 2022.
The loss of jobs at TMI will have
a “direct negative impact” on
Londonderry Township because
it will mean less revenue from
the earned income tax, township
Manager Steve Letavic told the
Press & Journal during a town
hall meeting Saturday.
Many TMI employees shop in
the township and some live there,
so their loss will also lead to a
revenue decline beyond just the
earned income tax levy, he added.
The decommissioning plan calls
for moving fuel to dry cask stor-

age in 2022, where Exelon said it
would be “protected in a hardened
facility with multiple layers of
structural, human and electronic
security.”
However, it would not be until
2074 that large components such as
the cooling towers are dismantled,
Exelon said.
This is to allow “additional time
for normal radioactive decay,”
resulting in “less waste and lower
radiation exposure” and a “safer
environment” for the workforce
that will handle the decommissioning at that time, Exelon said.
The year 2074 is 100 years after
the plant first opened.
“We are actively engaged with
stakeholders and policymakers
on a solution to preserve Pennsylvania’s nuclear facilities and the
clean, reliable energy and good
paying-jobs they provide — a solution that will maintain nuclear
energy’s $2 billion annual contribution to the state’s economy and
its approximately 16,000 direct
and indirect Pennsylvania jobs.
However, time is not on our side,”
TMI Unit 1 Site Vice President
Edward Callan is quoted saying

Your

in the release.
Eric Epstein, chairman of the
nuclear watchdog group TMIAlert, issued a statement criticizing several aspects of the Exelon
decommissioning plan.
“Exelon is retreating from a
timely cleanup of TMI-1, and this
announcement means the damaged reactor — TMI-2 — will not be
cleaned up until almost 100 years
after the meltdown," Epstein said
in an email to the Press & Journal.
“Exelon has made a decision
to abandon the community, cut
staffing and not use a highly
trained workforce to clean up
TMI-1 and TMI-2. TMI is not suitable to continue serving as a high
level radioactive waste site, and
this announcement strands 1,200
metric tons of nuclear garbage and
countless employees,” he added.
Exelon supports legislation that
was introduced on March 11 by
state House Rep. Tom Mehaffie,
R-Lower Swatara Township, that
would make TMI and the four
other nuclear plants in Pennsylvania eligible for credits that electric
utilities would have to purchase
to recognize nuclear’s “carbon-

free” generation of electricity,
according to proponents of the
legislation.
Advocates say the legislation
would put TMI and the other
nuclear plants on the same level
playing field as 16 other forms of
energy production in Pennsylvania, including renewables such as
wind and solar.
Hearings on Mehaffie’s legislation, House Bill 11, started Monday
before the House Consumer Affairs Committee.
Similar legislation on the Senate
side of the aisle — Senate Bill 510
— sponsored by Sen. Ryan Aument
was unveiled on Thursday.
Among differences between
Aument’s legislation and that introduced by Mehaffie are changes
intended to ensure that renewables such as solar and wind
“qualify and benefit from” the
same credits to be made available
to nuclear, according to a source
in Aument’s office who worked on
the legislation.
Opponents dismiss both proposals as an unwarranted bailout that
would increase electricity costs for
all Pennsylvania residents.
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designer frames and sunglasses.

• 1 day contacts
• Contacts for astigmatism
• Colored contacts

LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOU REACH YOUR MARKET!

CALL DAVE BROWN: (717) 944-4628 OR EMAIL DAVEBROWN@PRESSANDJOURNAL.COM

Count on us to cover
your local municipal
meetings and help you
make sense of it all.
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Locally owned since 1854

Visit or call Centric Bank to open your
Golden Rewards checking account.
1) 0.85% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of 4.2.2019. Listed interest rate requires a balance greater
than $50,000.00. This is a tiered rate account: $0-$9,999.99=0.40% APY; $10,000-$49,999.99=0.80% APY; $50,000$749,999.99=0.85% APY; $750,000 and above=1.00% APY. Primary account holder must be age 50 or older to qualify.
An active monthly direct deposit, such as payroll or retirement, is required. Offer and interest rate subject to change at
any time. Interest rate may change after account opening. Fees may reduce earnings. 2) First deposit due at opening; no
minimum applies. 3) Up to $20.00 non-Centric Bank ATM uses refunded per card per statement cycle.

CentricBank.com | 717.657.7727
Centric_Golden_Rewards_MiddletownPJ_4colx9.indd 1
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USDA WHOLE BONELESS

NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG · CUSTOM CUT FREE

lb.

1

$

Plus! Get Free:

ea.

2 LB BOX KARNS EXTRA
LEAN CHOPPED STEAK BURGER
PATTIES WITH PURCHASE,
A $10 VALUE!

PINT RED GRAPE
TOMATOES

FRESH CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS

49¢

MUST BUY 10 LBS+

lb.

399

ea.

EXTRA JUMBO
MIX & MATCH PINT
FRESH BLUEBERRIES
OR 1 LB DRISCOLL
STRAWBERRIES

SNOW CRAB LEG
CLUSTERS

199
lb.

1299

Save $2 lb

lb.

LOCAL Hams
AT KARNS

15 - 30 OZ HELLMANN’S KARNS DOUBLE SMOKED &
MAYONNAISE
JOHN F. MARTIN’S
SKINLESS SHANKLESS
WHOLE HAMS

269
lb.

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
2 FOR $4.99

KARNS DOUBLE SMOKED &
JOHN F. MARTIN’S WHOLE
DINNER HAMS
APPROX. 6 LBS

ENTENMANN’S
LITTLE BITES
8.25 OZ

KUNZLER & BERKS WHOLE
BONELESS HAMS

299
lb.

329
lb.

NEW BLOOMFIELD CARLISLE HARRISBURG
HERSHEY
582-4028
545-4731
533-6445
218-8588
BOILING SPRINGS LEMOYNE MIDDLETOWN MECHANICSBURG
763-0165
944-7486
901-6967
258-1458

PRICES EFFECTIVE 4/9/19 - 4/15/19

KARNSFOODS.COM

www.KarnsFoods.com

599

No Card
Needed
To Save!

Lowest
Prices
on Swiss
Premium
Milk

Middletown’s Strohecker to
enter Central Pa. Hall of Fame
By Larry Etter

Press & Journal Staff

Middletown Area High School
graduate Russ Strohecker will
be inducted into the Capital Area
Chapter of the Pennsylvania
Sports Hall of Fame during ceremonies June 15 at the Red Lion
Inn, Lindle Road, Harrisburg.
Strohecker, the son of Irv and
Bonnie Strohecker of Middletown,
graduated from MAHS in 1991. He
was an all-league guard and linebacker for the Blue Raiders and
helped lead the team to an overall
8-3 record during his senior year.
The Blue Raiders, under head
coach Dennis Iezzi, finished in a
three-way tie for the Mid-Penn
Division II championship. Strohecker led the defense with 72
solo and 39 assisted tackles and
7.5 sacks.
A team captain as a senior,
Strohecker was selected as the
Defensive Player of the Year for

PRESS & JOURNAL FILE PHOTO

In this November 1990 photo, Middletown Blue Raider football coach Dennis
lezzi talks with his players who will close out the season at the Big 33
Thanksgiving Day Turkey Classic, held that year at Cedar Cliff High School.
From left are lezzi, Randy Dorman, Mike Ash, Mike Shay, Russ Strokecker,
Stew Johnson and Scott Douglass, seated.
Division II.
Along with five of his teammates, Strohecker participated in
the Thanksgiving Day East-West
Senior All-Star Football Game. He

was also named as the winner of
the Raider Club’s annual David H.
Degler Jr. Memorial Award at the
team banquet.
Following graduation, Stro-

hecker continued his gridiron
success at Bucknell University. He
was a letter winner for the Bison
all four years and, by the close of
the 1994 season, set a career tackles
record of 370 stops, a mark that
still stands.
Strohecker also received several
awards while at Bucknell. Among
them were the Stuart M. Smith
Award given to the football program’s outstanding newcomer in
1992; the Keating-Rieu Memorial
Award for the outstanding player
against rival Colgate in 1993; and
the Clarke Hinkle Award presented to the outstanding defensive back/linebacker in 1994, his
senior season. He was also a team
co-captain his final year.
Strohecker graduated from
Bucknell with a degree in biology and has had a very successful career in medical sales and
technology with Medtronic Inc.
and Boston Scientific. He lives in
New Hampshire.

Raiders pick up two wins on diamond
By Larry Etter

Press & Journal Staff

After going 0-3 in their first
three games of the new season the
Blue Raiders picked up a pair of
much-needed victories in varsity
baseball action last week.
Following a 5-3 setback against
visiting Camp Hill on Tuesday, the
Raiders turned a short road trip to
Steelton-Highspire on Thursday
into a successful one with a 14-0
defeat over the Rollers. The Raiders followed that up with a pleasing 4-3 win over Shippensburg
on Saturday afternoon for their
first two victories of the season
to move to 2-3.
Those first three losses to the
top three teams of the Mid-Penn
Conference Capital Division were
no surprise. And Middletown’s
win over Steelton-Highspire was
expected as well. The triumph
over Shippensburg turned out to
be a pleasant surprise to some and
should go a long way in building
the confidence Mike Lupia’s team
needed.
The Blue Raiders hung in with

Please see BASEBALL, page B2

Frey Village’s
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Saturday  June 1
8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Save the Date!
The Frey Village Strawberry Festival benefits
the Activities Fund & Benevolent Care.

We’ll be accepting donations of new and gently used books,
puzzles, jewelry and silent auction items for the Strawberry
Festival. Items may be dropped off at the front desk between
8 a.m. and 7 p.m. April 17 through May 15.

For information on becoming a vendor at the Strawberry Festival, please contact
Activities Director Tracy Klein at (717) 930-1225 or email KleinT@diakon.org.

1020 N. Union Street | Middletown, PA | www.FreyVillageSeniorLiving.org

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DIANA KEYSER

Brady Keyser fires a pitch April 4 in the Blue Raiders' game at Steelton-Highspire.

MAHS beats Trinity, Camp Hill
The Middletown Blue Raiders
softball team picked up its first two
wins of the season to move to 2-3.
On April 2, in a 14-4 win at Camp
Hill, Kate Fitzpatrick had four hits
— a double in the first, single in the
fifth, a home run in the sixth, and
a single in the seventh.
Pitcher Madison Gipe earned
the win, allowing six hits and four
runs in seven innings, and striking
out three.
Middletown scored in the first
on a single by Levi Balliet. After
Camp Hill scored in the bottom
of the inning, Middletown scored
a run in the fourth when Halley
Hockenberry singled to drive in
a run.

Fitzpatrick’s home run helped
the Blue Raiders score five times
in the sixth.
Noelle Zimmerman also drove
in a run.
Middletown had 17 hits on the
day, including multiple-hit games
by Fitzpatrick, Sara Dintiman,
Hockenberry, Carly Dupes and
Zimmerman.
Monday at Trinity, the Raiders
scored three runs in the sixth inning to pick up a 4-1 win.
Jenna Jerome and Dintiman
each drove in runs.
Jenna Alford was the winning
pitcher for Middletown, giving
up only one run on seven hits in
her seven innings, and striking

out three.
The Raiders had six hits overall,
including two each for Amanda
Lee and Jerome.

Susquehanna Township 5,
Middletown 0
The Blue Raiders could manage
only one hit Thursday in a 5-0
loss at Susquehanna Township
— a fifth-inning single by Jenna
Jerome.
Noelle Zimmerman took the
loss, pitching six innings and allowing eight hits and five runs
while striking out one.
Susquehanna Township scored
in the first inning on an error and
never trailed.

The
Middletown
softball team
congratulates
Kate
Fitzpatrick,
No. 16, on her
home run on
April 2, part
of a 14-4 win
at Camp Hill
on April 2. The
Blue Raiders
stand at 2-3
on the season.
SPECIAL TO
THE PRESS &
JOURNAL BY DAWN
ZIMMERMAN
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Free paper shredding for Penn State marks 40th anniversary of TMI accident
Dauphin County residents
By Phyllis Zimmerman

Special to the Press & Journal

In honor of Earth Day, Dauphin County Commissioners Jeff
Haste, Mike Pries and George
P. Hartwick, III, in partnership
with Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Epsilon Sigma Omega
Chapter, the county’s Waste
Management and Recycling
Department and Tri-State Shredding, will host a free paper shredding day from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday, April 19 at the Dauphin
County Recycling Center.
“Once again, we’re teaming up
with Alpha Kappa Alpha to offer
confidential paper shredding at
no cost to residents and businesses,” said Pries, who oversees
the county’s Waste Management
and Recycling Department.
“It’s a great opportunity to
properly dispose of tax-related
documents, bank statements and
other paperwork and prevent
identify theft.”
Paper shredding usually costs
$5 per box at the DCRC.
Paper dropped off for shredding should be boxed. All staples
or fasteners larger than a half
inch must be removed.
“This event is part of our ongoing effort to increase recycling,”
Haste said. “Last year, a total of
393 people visited the facility and
recycled over 1,000 boxes — or

7,500 pounds — of paper during
the one-day event.”
Dauphin County residents also
can recycle electronics, such as
telephones, televisions, DVD
players, printers, answering
machines and more, for free at
the center.
The facility also accepts unwanted appliances that function
by electric or gas current for a
minimal fee, packaging and food
service containers, polystyrene
foam No. 6 and compact fluorescent bulbs.
“Our goal is to make ‘going
green’ as simple and convenient
as possible for everyone,” Hartwick said. “We appreciate the
partnership with Alpha Kappa
Alpha and Tri-State Shredding
to keep our county clean and
green.”
Located off South Cameron
Street in Harrisburg, inside the
Susquehanna Resource Management Complex, the Dauphin
County Recycling Center is open
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturdays.
For more information about
the DCRC’s recycling programs,
call the center at 717-982-6772
or visit the county’s website at
www.dauphincounty.org.

PREVENTATIVE
MAINTENANCE
STARTS HERE

On the eve of its 40th anniversary, the 1979 reactor accident
at Three Mile Island was commemorated in a reflective program
hosted by Penn State Harrisburg
on March 27.
“TMI 40: Honoring the Community and Legacy of the Accident at
Three Mile Island,” was a multifaceted presentation comprising
archive tours, panel discussions,
and expert speakers. All examined
the events and aftermath of March
28, 1979, when the Three Mile Island nuclear generating station
in Londonderry Township experienced the partial meltdown of a
reactor. TMI was noted as the most
serious U.S. commercial nuclear
power plant accident to date.
“The historic Three Mile Island
accident is woven into the fabric
of the surrounding community. It
set a precedent for understanding
nuclear risks, security and safety.
It also informed research and provided a catalyst for social change,”
said Holly Angelique, professor

of community
psychology and
interim director of the School
of Behavioral
Science and
Education at
Penn State Harrisburg.
Bann
In one session, Darrin Bann of the Penn
State Milton S. Hershey Medical
Center presented “Altered Molecular Profile in Thyroid Cancers
in TMI Vicinity.”
This focused on a 2017 study by
researchers at the Penn State College of Medicine led by Dr. David
Goldenberg.
After examining tumor samples
from people verified to have lived
in the areas around TMI at the
time of the accident, remained in
the area and subsequently developed thyroid cancer, researchers
noticed a shift in cases to cancer
mutations consistent with radiation exposure, from those consistent with random causes.
Also, Marci Culley of the College of Coastal Georgia presented,

“Citizen Participation After Environmental Disaster,” which not
surprisingly, indicated that following TMI, community activism
not only increased on a local level,
but also nationally. According to
Culley, TMI activists are motivated
by a variety of factors, including
anger, fear, and deepened convictions.
Heidi Abbey Moyer, coordinator of the campus’ Archives and
Special Collections, was on hand
for guided tours of the Three Mile
Island archival collection, “From
The Archives: An Exhibit Commemorating the 40th Anniversary
of the Accident at Three Mile
Island.” The exhibit, co-curated
by graduate assistant archivist
Raven Haywood, will remain on
display in the campus library
through May 31.
Angelique chaired the day’s first
panel discussion, “Art, Journalism and Activism,” that opened
with Eric Epstein, chairman of
Three Mile Island Alert, presenting “How Many Times Are We
Going to Bail TMI Out?” Paula
Kinney of Concerned Mothers and

BASEBALL: Middletown gets victories vs. Steel-High, Shippensburg
From page B1

Camp Hill and played tough
despite the loss, so the game at
Steel-High came at a good time.
Saturday’s non-divisional meeting
with Shippensburg in a game that
was postponed from Friday was a
good test to see if the Raiders are
moving in the right direction. As
it turned out, they passed the test.

Camp Hill 5, Middletown 3

SERVICE STATION
944-4407
Call to schedule an
appointment today!

Corner Main & Spruce Sts.
Middletown
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

See Us For All Your Automotive Needs
LUBE, OIL
& FILTER

PA STATE
INSPECTION

OOD’S
EELRW
VICE STATION
S
Over 50 Years Of Valued Service
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.
Middletown • 944-9255

Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Support Your
Local Businesses
AUTO DEALER

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Hondru Auto

Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

2005 South Market Street,
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station

200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station

138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service

231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring

5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing

2161 North Union Street, Middletown
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service

3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE

With Camp Hill starter Carey
Myers controlling the game with
sharp pitching and keeping the
Raiders off the bases, the Lions
scored one run in the top of the
second inning and three more
in the top of the third to take a
4-0 lead.
The first run came with two outs
on a fielding error. A two-run triple
by Myers and a wild pitch scored
the other three runs. But starter
Scott Ash, thanks to a pair of 1-2-3
innings in the fourth and fifth and
a solid sixth, gave up no more runs
before Tony Powell took over in
the seventh.
The Lions scored a single run
in the seventh on a RBI single off
Luke Goodyear after the Raiders
picked up their first run in the fifth.
In the home half of the fifth,
Ash singled with two outs and
scored on a triple to deep center
by Avery Williams that made it a
4-1 game. Down by the 5-1 score
in the bottom of the seventh, the
Blue Raiders rallied for a pair of
runs to give themselves a chance.
With one out, Collin Heffner
walked and went to second on an
errant pickoff attempt. Powell was
safe on an error that moved Heffner to third, and Ash singled to
load the bases with one out.
Williams walked on four pitches
against reliever Cade Shover, forcing in Heffner from third. Cam
Peters hit into a fielder’s choice
that allowed Powell to score for the
second run. But the rally and the
game ended on a strikeout as the
Lions held on for the win.

Middletown 14,
Steelton-Highspire 0
It’s no secret that SteeltonHighspire has long struggled with
its baseball program, and the Blue
Raiders were prepared to take advantage of the Rollers in Steelton
on Thursday.
After the first inning ended in
a 0-0 standoff, the Raiders scored
four runs in the top of the second to

State Farm Insurance

Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING

Michele Hughes Lutz

Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy
& Gift Shop

436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills

103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts

124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THIS DIRECTORY:
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com
Phone: 717-944-4628

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DIANA KEYSER

Garrett Miller and Mike Tuffy chat Thursday during the Blue Raiders' game at
Steelton-Highspire.
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wide open by scoring 6 runs on
their way to a 12-0 advantage.
Williams led off with a walk,
went to second on a balk and
reached third on a wild pitch.
Tim Wagner’s single knocked in
Williams for the first run. After
stealing second, Wagner scored
when Cam Peters was safe on an
error.
Peters scored on an infield single
by Miller and, with two outs, Senior’s double to center drove in
pinch runner Powell and Miller
for runs 10 and 11. Ash’s double
to right drove in Senior for the
12th run.
The Rollers nearly scored in the
bottom of the fourth, but were denied on a terrific play by Williams
in left field. After Erick Crankfield
was hit by a pitch to lead off the inning, he ran to third on a throwing
error by the Middletown defense.
Stazewski hit a long fly ball
that Williams caught in deep left.
Tagging up on the play, Crankfield
ran for home, but a great throw by
Williams was grabbed by catcher
Yohn who dove and tug out Crankfield for a double play.
Cesar Villamel followed with an
infield single but Tuffy struck out
the next batter to end the inning.
The Raiders scored two more
runs in the top of the fifth, the first
on a fielder’s choice grounder by P.
J. Sidhu that drove in Wagner and
a bases loaded error that allowed
Powell to score from third. Tuffy
finished well in control, striking
out the side to end the game early
due to the 10-run rule.

Middletown 4, Shippensburg 3

Left, Jaxon Senior leads off first base Thursday in the Blue Raiders' game at
Steelton-Highspire. Right, Ray Truntz gets ready in the field,
take the lead. With one out, SteelHigh pitcher Mike Stazewski ran
into trouble, issuing three straight
walks to Heffner, Ray Truntz and
Garrett Miller to load the bases for
Justin Yohn, who punched out a
two-run single through the gap for
a 2-0 lead. Three more walks, two
with the bases loaded, pushed in
two more runs to give the Raiders
a 4-0 lead.
Middletown pitcher Brady Keyser gave up a leadoff infield single
to start the bottom of the second

and a one-out walk, but dodged
trouble with a strikeout and pop up
to end the threat. The Blue Raiders plated two more runs in the
top of the third, the runs coming
on a double by Jaxson Senior that
drove in Heffner and Yohn.
Michael Tuffy took over on the
mound for the Blue Raiders in the
bottom of the inning and faced just
four batters to keep the Rollers off
the scoreboard.
In the top of the fourth, the
Middletown nine blew the game

ANSWERS | PUZZLES ON B4
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FLOWERS

Women presented “Forty Years of
Activism,” followed by “Current
Situation in Fukushima: Invisible
Nuclear Disaster” by independent
journalist Hiroko Aihara of Fukushima, Japan.
The session concluded with
speaker Yasuyo Tanaka, artist
of “If The Wind Blows” Disaster
and Self-Reform exhibit at the
Robert Blackburn Printmaking
Workshop in New York City.
After a dinner break, the day
rounded out with a final panel
discussion, “Health, Action,
and Public Policy: Academic
Contributions” led by Hannah
Spector, assistant professor of
education. Around 75 attendees
filled a library conference room
to standing-room-only status to
watch.
Final presenters were Kyoko
Sata of Stanford University with
“Living in a Nuclear World: The
Politics of Knowledge on the Effects of Radiation,” followed by
Kaoru Miyazawa of Gettysburg
College with “Ethnographic
Research and Education in PostDisaster Fukushima.”

Against the visiting Greyhounds
on Saturday, the Blue Raiders tied
the game at 1 in the second inning
on an error after spotting their
guests an early 1-0 lead.
Shippensburg went ahead 3-1 via
a pair of unearned runs, one each
in the fourth and fifth innings with
Ash on the mound. The Raiders
scored single runs in the home
halves of the fifth and sixth stanzas
to set the stage for the late rally.
Ash pitched 6 1/3 innings, ending with 10 strikeouts, before giving way to Keyser with one out in
the top of the seventh. Keyser did
his job and kept the Greyhounds
from scoring, keeping the game
tied at 3-3 heading into the bottom
of the seventh.
With men on base and two
outs, Truntz came through with
his third hit of the game, a drive
through the infield that knocked
in Wagner from third base for the
game-winning run. The victors
recorded eight hits in the win.
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Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian
Calvary church has been a part of the Middletown
Borough community since 1936. It has been our privilege
to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ all these years
and to do so knowing the good news has never changed in
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and
the Westminster Confession of Faith and its Larger and
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what Scripture
teaches. If we believe the Gospel of Christ, then by
trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners we will
be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please join us
each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.calvaryopc.com.
Our worship services are at 10:15
a.m. and 6 p.m. We are located at
the corner of Spruce and Emaus
streets here in Middletown. We
have a fellowship meal following the
10:15 a.m. morning worship service
on the first Sunday of every month,

free to all who come. We also have
Sunday school classes for all ages
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and
prayer meeting each Wednesday at
7 p.m. We are studying the power of
prayer on Wednesday nights.

We are an independent body of believers offering
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who seek
it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional and
physical needs of all people through faith in Jesus
Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congregation. New
Beginnings Church invites you to worship with us
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s
church is provided. Our congregation meets at
Riverside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., next to the Rescue
Fire Company. Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m.
We are handicap accessible via ramp at back door. For additional church
information call 717-944-9595. For security purposes our back and side
doors will be locked every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of
worship. The only door for entry after that will be the front door.
Bible Study at 7 p.m.
Saturdays: We clean the Middletown Food Bank the 3rd Saturday
every other month. The community is invited to participate in these
important areas of our church life.
Greeter for Apr.: Dick Wagner.
Children’s Church leaders for Sun.,
Apr. 14: Robin Honeycutt and Liz
Hicks. Apr. ushers: Isabelle Cain,
Kara and Joe Connors and Chris
Long.
Our prayer garden in the rear of
the yard has an 8-foot cross that is
made out of nails. From spring to
winter benches are provided to use to
meditate or just enjoy the beauty and
quietness along the Swatara Creek.
Pastor Britt writes a daily
devotional on the Facebook page
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.”
Our Sunday worship service is
broadcast on the MAHS radio station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio or the Internet at www.pennlive.
com/wmss/audio. Check us out on
our website at www.newbeginningschurchmiddletownpa.com.
Pastor Britt’s parting words each
Sunday: “Nothing in this world
is more important than the love
of Jesus Christ!” We invite you to
come and experience this love.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of Spruce
and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., Middletown,
south of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to attend our Sunday
morning activities: Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and
worship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk in the door,
you will see people of all ages and walks of life,
some dressed formally and others casually in jeans
and sneakers. Come as you are.
Our greeters
wear nametags, so they are easy
to find and they will be happy to
help you if you need any assistance
or have a question. We celebrate
communion the first Sunday of
each month. In the spirit of Jesus
Christ, and as a congregation in
the United Methodist Church, we
welcome all (baptized or un-baptized) to partake of the holy sacrament. We invite you to experience
life at Evangelical UMC. Whether
you are looking for a community,
are lonely, searching for the meaning of life, or want to know more
about Jesus, our doors are open
for you. Check our website to learn
more about us: www.eumch.org.
This week’s worship assistants
are as follows: Pastor – Lee Ellenberger; Liturgist – Shirley Kupp;
Organist – Don Cowsert; Choir Director – Erich Schlicher; Children’s
Time – Erich Schlicher; Audio
Visual – Steve Moyer, Jamal Warren and Justin Hahn; Head Usher

Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Childcare,
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites everyone to
join us for worship on Sunday mornings lead by
Pastor Brad Gilbert. Our services are relaxed and
casual. We offer a traditional service at 8:45 a.m.
and a contemporary service with a band (electric
guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., between services,
there is a variety of Christian Education classes for
all ages.
We have several things happening
at Ebenezer and all are welcome.
There is a prayer time, “Partners in
Prayer” that meets the first Monday
of each month at 7 p.m. Through
scripture, song, and meditation we
experience the joy of God’s pres-

ence. Have a favorite board game?
“Game Night” is every third Monday
at 6:30 p.m. We also offer a variety of
other groups including Bible studies.
Any questions please call us at
717-939-0766 or e-mail us at ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown

New Beginnings Church of Middletown

Join us for Palm Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. on Apr. 14. Mark
your calendar for our “Easter
Children’s Drive Through” on Sat.,
Apr. 20 from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. This
is an alternative to an Easter egg
hunt. Drive up to the curb and
receive an Easter bag for your children filled with a variety of things
including chocolates.
The community is invited to
our new contemporary service on
Monday evenings at 7 p.m. entitled “New Beginnings Unchained
Worship Fellowship.” Persons who
have no church affiliation or are
seeking to grow in their faith in
their relationship with God are
invited. We invite you to come and
check out our new service.
Sundays: Children’s choir rehearsal
Sundays at 10 a.m.; Youth Fellowship
meets Sunday evening from 5 to 7 p.m.
Mondays: Men meet every
Monday morning for prayer at 6
a.m. Community men are welcome;
Sociable Seniors group meets the
1st and 3rd Mondays from 1 to 3
p.m. All are welcome.
Wednesdays: Craft Group meets
at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 6:30 p.m.
Thursdays: Blanket makers
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays of
the month at 9 a.m.; Intercessory
Prayer meets at 6 p.m., followed by

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 4-10

– Lori Keller; Greeters – Forney
and Mary Jane Rife; Communion
Stewards – Tom and Deb Klugh;
Nursery Caregivers – Gloria
Clouser and Vickie Hubbard.
This week’s schedule of activities is as follows:
Wed., Apr. 10: 6 p.m., Alcoholics
Anonymous Group Book Study;
6:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal in sanctuary; 6:30 p.m., Interfaith Lenten
Service at St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church.
Sun., Apr. 14: 9 a.m., Sunday
school; 10:15 a.m., Palm Sunday
Worship Service; 11:30 a.m., Cookies and fellowship; 11:30 a.m., Egg
Hunt at Presbyterian Congregation
Church.
Mon., Apr. 15: 4:30 p.m., Community dinner.
Tues., Apr. 16: 8:30 a.m., Mission
central; 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl; 6
p.m., God’s Kitchen at Wesley, meal
provided by New Thing U.M. Community; 6 p.m., Finance Committee; 7 p.m., Church Council.

The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 N.
Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a body of
Christian people who reach out to others by sharing
God’s Word, love, and fellowship. Warm greetings to
one and all as we seek to grow closer to our Lord Jesus
Christ. Please join us on Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor
Christian Neubaum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and
there are also hearing devices for anyone wanting to
use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well
as Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do join us!
You are invited on Sundays from
9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall
for our Adult Forum, an opportunity
to learn more about the Bible and issues of concern to Christians! All are
welcome as we study the Bible and reflect on how the scriptures can inform
and inspire us to “walk the talk” in
our daily lives and to be responsible
and faithful Christians as we confront
the critical issues of our time.
This week we celebrate Lent and
Easter with the theme “Family
Portrait.” This Lent we will be reading a play called “Family Portrait”
by Lenore Coffee and William Joyce
Cowen that tries to imagine what
Jesus’ family might have been experiencing during his three-year ministry. It begins in Nazareth, which
Jesus had just left upon his life work,
and where his remaining brothers
understand only that in the height
of the building season he has left
them and depleted the working force.
It continues in Capernaum, where
tavern keepers and promoters have
capitalized on his growing power and

popularity. It returns to Nazareth
and the disillusioning experience
among his neighbors. Then, journeys
to Jerusalem, where the fickle crowd
has turned from its cries of “Hosanna” to shouts of hatred. The play
is a simple, eloquent and reverent
picture of the family of Jesus. Come
join us as we read together sections
of the play, look at the Biblical passages represented by the scenes, and
discuss how this story enriches our
understanding of Jesus as a member
of the human family. These six sessions will be led by three members
of the Adult Forum planning team:
Susannah Gal, Phil Susemihl and
Pastor Christian Neubaum.
Our electronic newsletter can be
accessed anytime at www.pcmdt.
org...click on “resources”…click on
“newsletter.” (These are PDF files
should open with Adobe Acrobat).
For further information, see our
website www.pcmdt.org, visit our
Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/PresbyterianCongregation),
or call the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union Streets
(121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a Reconciling
In Christ Church. Visit our website at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us for worship.
Luther Hall Sunday, Adult Sunday church school at 9
a.m. Our worship times are: Sunday morning
worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church school for all ages
begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., Good
Shepherd Chapel; Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good
Shepherd Chapel. For Wednesday and Saturday
services please enter the church through the parking lot doors. Our
Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on WMSS 91.1FM.
Church – Everyone is welcome.
Middletown Interfaith Council
Sunday Lenten Services at 3 p.m.
A time of fellowship and refreshments will follow the services; Apr.
19 - Good Friday service, 12 p.m.,
Penn State Harrisburg.
Save the date: Sunday, Apr. 28: 3
p.m., Voices of the Valley Concert
at St. Peter’s. No ticket required.
Free will donation.
CHRISTIANITY ON TAP – Note:
In Apr. we will meet on Apr. 14 only.
In May we will begin again the 1st
and 3rd Sundays. Come explore with
us what it means to be a Christian in
today’s world around a beverage of
your choice. All experiences, beliefs,
questions and doubts welcome. This
is an open and relaxed environment for us to share our beliefs and
understandings of the world with
each other, to learn from each other.
Follow us on Facebook @ChristianityonTapMiddletown. The event will
be held the 1st and 3rd Sunday from
noon to 2 p.m. at the Tattered Flag.
Check our Facebook page for any
change in time or cancellation.
Free Little Library: St. Peter’s has
a Free Little Library located at the
entrance door by the parking lot.
This Free Little Library belongs to
everyone. Anyone may use it. The
books are always free. It is not necessary to give a book to take a book.

Come take a look, read a book!
Interfaith Area Council Month of
Caring – Apr.: Please donate to your
church, synagogue, or directly to
the Middletown Food Pantry to help
those in this community in our need.
See needs below in Food Pantry News
or monetary donations can be mailed
to Middletown Interfaith Council,
P.O. Box 207, Middletown, PA 17057.
Food Pantry News: Especially
needed are personal care/toiletry
items: toilet tissue, deodorants,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoos, conditioners, cotton swabs,
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc.
Items collected are taken to the
Middletown Area Interfaith Food
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming
Street, Royalton. Individuals may
also take items directly to the food
pantry, which is open Tuesdays and
Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 pm.
The Community Action Commission office is open Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., at the same location. Food
Pantry Sunday is May 5 (the first
Sunday of each month).
Check us out on Facebook - St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middletown, PA. Go ahead “like” our
Facebook page. Remember, if you
“Like” and “Follow” us on Facebook when there are new “posts”
you will be notified. Thanks.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Mayor James H. Curry III reads the proclamation honoring the American
Legion before presenting it to Post 594 Commander William Douglass at
the start of the March 19 Middletown Borough Council meeting.

Legion honored with
proclamation, also
names essay winners
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A proclamation presented
by Mayor James H. Curry III
honored Middletown American
Legion Post 594 on the occasion
of the legion’s 100th anniversary
at the March 19 council meeting.
The proclamation noted the
legion’s mentorship of youth, its
advocation of patriotism and of
veterans and their families, and
the organization’s tradition of
community service.
Nationally, the American
Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 1919.
Locally, Post 594 is three years
shy of its 100th birthday, as the
post dates to 1922, according
to Post Commander William
Douglass.
Post 594 marked the 100th
birthday of the American Legion
with an event at the legion hall
on High Street on March 17.
The post honored as Middletown police officer of the year
Patrol Officer Keegan Wenner.
The honor for Lower Swatara
Township police officer of the
year went to Sgt. Scott Young.

Honored as firefighters of
the year by Post 594 was Joseph
Dorsaneo of the Lower Swatara
Volunteer Fire Department,
and Zachery Cleland of the
Middletown Volunteer Fire Department.
The post also named its essay
contest winners for 2018-19. Essays written by Middletown Area
School District elementary and
middle school students were
judged on the category, “How
can we address and prevent
veteran homelessness in our
communities?”
In grades 3 and 4, first place
went to Reece Young of Reid
Elementary School and second
place to Tobiaz Przybylski, also
of Reid.
In grades 5 and 6, first place
went to Zoe Handwerk of Kunkel Elementary, second place
to Cassidy Pomraning of the
middle school, and third place
to Strummer Woodworth of Reid
Elementary.
In grades 7 and 8, first place
went to Ryan Foreacre, second
to Max Dupes and third place to
Aurora Demko, all of the middle
school.

Area gas prices take a big
jump, up 6.2 cents for week
Harrisburg gas prices rose
6.2 cents per gallon last week,
averaging $2.83 a gallon Sunday,
according to GasBuddy’s daily
survey of 241 stations.
Gas prices in Harrisburg are
21.4 cents per gallon higher than
a month ago, and 1 cent per gallon
lower than a year ago.
According to GasBuddy price
reports, the cheapest station in
Harrisburg is priced at $2.71
while the most expensive is $2.89.
The national average price of
gasoline rose 4.8 cents per gallon last week, averaging $2.74
Sunday. The national average
is up 27.6 cents per gallon from
a month ago, yet stands 9.3 cents
per gallon higher than a year ago.
Prices April 8 in the Harrisburg area have varied in the last
five years: $2.84 in 2018; $2.50 in
2017; $2.16 in 2016; $2.46 in 2015;
and $3.57 in 2014.
Neighboring areas and their
current gas prices:
Lancaster: $2.85, up 4.7 cents from
last week.
Reading: $2.83, up 5.1 cents.
York: $2.82, up 5.2 cents.

“The national average gas
price has now risen for two
months straight, tacking on a
total of 50 cents per gallon in
the last 90 days, which will cost
Americans nearly $200 million
more at the pump today than
back in early January. The road
doesn’t end here, however, with
California and the West Coast
seeing a surge in unexpected
refinery outages, leading to extremely tight supply of cleaner
summer gasoline and causing
prices to skyrocket,” said Patrick
DeHaan, head of petroleum analysis for GasBuddy. “California
will soon be home to something
not seen in nearly five years: a
statewide average of over $4 per
gallon, with some of the largest
cities there swelling to averages
as high as $4.15 per gallon before
any relief arrives. It really is
going to be ugly this week on
the West Coast, and any further
issues could lead to more spikes,
but for the rest of the country
expect the rise to continue for a
ninth straight week with little
good news on the horizon.”

DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Geyers United Methodist Church

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown

(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages) - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown

Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am
Sunday Church School - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish

280 North Race St., Middletown

Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Evangelical United Methodist Church

Wesley United Methodist Church

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am
Small Groups - 10:30 am

64 Ann Street, Middletown

Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.
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Borough
looks at
wastewater
privatization

MAHS students speak out
about drug testing policy

Raiders beat Lower Dauphin

‘Half the school would be arrested’ if applied to everyone

In its continuing search to
find ways to trim the cost of
borough operations, Middletown is presently considering
some options that have proven
successful for larger governmental agencies and for some
municipalities — ideas like
“downsizing,” “horizontal consolidation,” “intermunicipal
merging” and “privatization.”
Privatization, the idea of
turning over one or more departments of municipal operations to a private firm, is already
being seriously considered by
some area communities. Now
it has come to the forefront in
Middletown Council's deliberations. In fact, Councilman
George Elberti brought up the
concept at a recent council
meeting, suggesting that the
idea of hiring a private concern
to operate the borough's water
and wastewater treatment
plants might be worth investigating in depth.
As a result of Elberti’s suggestion, council authorized
Borough Manager John Mencer
and Borough Wastewater Plant
Supervisor Ken Klinepeter to
go to Lititz to see how “privatization” has benefited that
community. The two made the
trip last Friday and got a firsthand tour of that municipality's
privatized wastewater treatment plant.

Although it won’t change anything, some Middletown high
school students have their own
thoughts about a drug testing
policy scheduled to go into effect at
the start of the 1996-97 school year.
Unanimously approved at the
March 18 school board meeting,
the new policy will allow for
computer-selected random drug
testing, to be done without parental notification.
For now, officials say, the new
policy will apply to high school
athletes only.
Disciplinary action for positive results range from drug and
alcohol counseling for a first offense to being barred from sports
all together for a third offense.
Offending students would not
be suspended or expelled from
school, officials explained, since

it would not be known whether
the student used drugs on or off
school property — something the
test cannot determine.
What paved the way for Middletown’s drug testing policy, school
officials said, is a 1995 U.S. Supreme
Court decision that allows public
schools to require drug testing as
a condition of playing sports.
Middletown Area School District officials have indicated that
at some point down the road, they
may consider extending the drug
testing policy to include younger
athletes.
Needless to say, the new policy
gets mixed reviews from the students themselves.
“I think it’s good. They need to
do it,” said MAHS student Amy
Zeiters.
Maria Baldi agreed.

“I think it’s a really good idea
because athletes and drugs don’t
mix,” Baldi said.
Bill Willmath supports it, but is
concerned about the implications
of a broader policy.
“I think it’s good for athletes but
for others, half the school would
be arrested,” Willmath said.
Alex Bush opposes it.
“It’s not right because everybody has a choice of what they
should do [about drugs]. It’s personal,” he said.
But the bottom line for the
school district, officials said, is
this: to make student athletes
realize that drugs shouldn’t be
used at all.
The policy is expected to cost the
district $3,500 to $4,000 per year.
It’s money officials believe will be
money well spent.

Royalton officer resigns, cites power struggle
Middletown and Lower Dauphin boys tennis teams put their all into an
April 2 match at LD that opened the spring season. Blue Raider Chris
Feine prepares to test his backhand. Middletown emerged victorious, 5-2.

Hot buys
• Steak for 2, $12.95. Saturday special, filet mignon and crab cake
with two vegetables. Lamp Post Inn, 101 E. Main St., Middletown.
• Spring planting sale. Buy any three trees, get one free. Azaleas,
$7.99. Geraniums, two for 89 cents. Country Market-Nursery, 1075
Middletown Road, Hummelstown.
• 1991 Chevy Camaro, air, V6, 50,000 miles, $8,995. 1995 S-10
Blazer, four-door, 4X4, deep purple, fully equipped, $24,995. 1987
Buick Century limited sedan, full power, bronze, $4,995. Ken Hess
Pre-Owned, Main and Race streets, Middletown.

Other headlines
• Sabbaticals, bus cameras
on Lower Dauphin’s agenda
• Cellphone, cash taken in
Middletown burglary

Is there political intrigue brewing in Royalton borough?
According to a former employee,
there is. At the Royalton Borough
Council meeting of April 2, Mayor
Judith Oxenford read the resignation of Aaron Wassell, a part-time
police officer for the borough, who
resigned as of March 31.
His statement, dated March 22,
read, “Due to the political power
struggle within the department
that was put above the best interests of the citizens of Royalton, I
feel I can no longer work for the
borough.”
Oxenford would not comment
other than to say, “I wish him [Was-

sell] well in whatever endeavor he
chooses.”
Other Royalton officials were
baffled as to what specifically is
the nature of the so-called power
struggle alleged to in Wassell’s letter of resignation. Wassell was not
present at the meeting and could
not be reached for comment as the
borough does not give out phone
numbers of its police officers.
His resignation was accepted
unanimously.
The mayor reported that she
will be interviewing two police
officers for one position the week
of April 8.
In other matters discussed at

the April 2 meeting, Council noted
that soon it will be safer to sit in
the bleachers watching a softball
or baseball game at Kiwanis Park
baseball field. Council members
unanimously approved paying
half the cost of installing a batter’s cage and additional fencing
to protect spectators from fast
flying foul balls or the occasional
runaway bat.
The Middletown Area Baseball
Association will pay the other half
of the cost. The borough’s share
will be $1,217.
The installation of this fencing
is scheduled to take place the week
of April 8.

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
WORD SEARCH | ANSWERS ON B2
Going green
word search
Abatement
Acid
Amenities
Atmosphere
Biodegradable
Biodiversity
Bioenergy

Building
Carbon
Carpooling
Climate
Compost
Conserve
Deforestation
Domestic
Ecosystem
Effluent

Emissions
Footprint
Fossil
Fuel
Gases
Greenhouse
Habitat
Household
Insulation
Landfill

CROSSWORD | ANSWERS ON B2

SUDOKU

Litter
Noxious
Organic
Ozone
Particulate
Pollution
Protect
Quality
Waste

ACROSS
1. Often romantic
composition
5. Lunar term
10. California mountain
12. Spiral staircase
pillars
14. “Heat” director
16. Tellurium
18. Gateway (Arabic)
19. No (Scottish)
20. Greek prophetess
22. A team’s best
pitcher
23. Bard’s way of saying “have”
25. Indigenous group
of the Philippines
26. Danish krone
27. Type of squad
28. Possesses
30. Part of the face
31. Very small
amount of time
(abbr.)
33. Churches have
lots of them

Puzzles are a 9-by-9
grid, broken down into
nine 3-by-3 boxes.
Nos. 1 through 9 must
fill each row, column
and box. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column
and box. Figure out the
order by using the numeric clues provided.
The more you name,
the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)
I am an actress born in Connecticut on April 13,
1988. I was in an improvisational comedy troupe at
Yale University. I’ve gone on to be known for the hit
drama “Girls.” My father is a famous television news
anchor.

Guess Who? answer: Allison Williams

HOROSCOPE | WEEK OF APRIL 10
ARIES March 21-April 20
Curiosity is a useful tool. Keep
a handle on it this week. Do
not go delving into situations
that do not involve you, or you
could end up in trouble.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
If a certain person’s boastfulness is causing concern,
you may need to speak up or
simply avoid that person for
the time being. He or she may
just be blowing off steam.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Save yourself a lot of frustration and accept the way things
are right now. Focus on the
positives in your life and count
your many blessings.

CANCER June 22-July 22
The universe has an important
lesson to teach you, Cancer. It
involves giving up a little bit of
control so you can benefit in
unknown ways. This is challenging, but worth it.
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Think twice before you commit
to any projects or confirm
appointments with others. You
have to have all of the details
worked out in advance before
you can proceed.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
If relationship issues are confusing you, it might be the right
time to distance yourself and
go it alone for a little while. This

will help you get your bearings.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Reach out to your to friends
this week and ask them for advice on your current situation.
They know you well enough
and may have some important
insight.
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Your creativity is easily channeled this week and you are
bound to surround yourself
with others who are eager to
brainstorm ideas. This can
prove beneficial.
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
You have set goals and your
feet are firmly planted on the
ground. These are assets that

will serve you well; others will
look to you for inspiration.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Try a different approach if you
want to see results. Doing
the same thing over and over
hasn’t worked for you as it
pertains to your relationship.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Take the scenic route if you are
going on a trip. Getting sidetracked is the goal this time
around, and you can wander
off to parts unknown.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Support a friend who needs
a strong shoulder to lean on.
This person isn’t likely to ask
for help, so reach out.

35. Modern day “letter”
37. Della __, singer
38. Informed upon
40. Type of house
41. Folk singer
DiFranco
42. A baglike structure in a plant or
animal
44. Car mechanics
group
45. Belonging to us
48. Pack neatly
50. Forming the bottom layer
52. How fast you’re
going
53. Sea eagles
55. Cool!
56. Military mailbox
57. Type of lawyer
58. Type of monk
63. Respect due to an
ancestor
65. Took to the sea
66. Members of a
Semitic people

67. A way to march
DOWN
1. Political action
committee
2. __kosh, near Lake
Winnebago
3. When you hope to
get there
4. Woman who followed Bacchus
5. Cause to become
entangled
6. Green veggie
7. Stiff bristles
8. Pass in Alps
9. Atomic #81
10. A sharp blow
11. Bears engage in it
13. Prevents progress
15. Young boy
17. A way to go on
18. Not good
21. A ballet enthusiast
23. Ad __
24. Bar bill
27. A genus of bad-

gers
29. “No __!”
32. Get off your feet
34. Franklin was one
35. Removed
36. Used to catch
poachers
39. Hit lightly
40. Crony
43. Stroke
44. One who obtains
pleasure by inflicting pain on others
46. __ the ante
47. Greek letter
49. “Wings” actor
Steven
51. Unhappy
54. Hair-like structure
59. Pick up
60. Type of transportation
61. Worn with a suit
62. Something
similar to another
already referred to
64. Farm state
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EDITORIALVIEW

Discretion, accuracy go into what we report
You might have read the story
that the Press & Journal won
many honors in the Pennsylvania
Newsmedia Association’s annual
Keystone Awards. The accolades
covered everything from general
news stories to editorials, diversity,
layout and special publications.
The awards led us to reflect on
the opportunity it gives us to explain how we gather the news and
publish stories. Why does the Press
& Journal choose to cover the stories that we do?
The easiest and most concise
answer is we use our resources on
stories that have the most public
interest — although that can be difficult to quantify.
Major incidents that involve public safety certainly qualify, however.
Readers want to know why they
hear sirens in their neighborhood,
or why police cars were gathered on
a certain street at a certain time. We
can’t provide a comprehensive list
of each police response, but we try
to highlight prominent incidents.
For the most part, it’s not a job
that we relish. It doesn’t always put
our community in the best of light

for those who see the stories from
outside our area. But residents deserve to know how safe their community is.
With that being said, there have
been three very noticeable police
actions on Union Street, in the
heart of the borough, this year
already.
• A double murder-homicide
which included the death of a
7-year-old boy at 134 S. Union St.
The bodies were found Saturday,
Jan. 5. Middletown police say Marvin Caddell shot and killed his wife,
Nightflower Staats, and their son,
before turning the gun on himself.
• Carla Nelson, 47, was found
dead in her apartment at 21 S.
Union St. on March 14, having
overdosed from a combination of
cocaine, fentanyl and Oxycodone,
according to Middletown police.
Joseph Alan Tozer, 32, of Columbia,
is charged in the death.
• Police took into custody a man
they called suicidal from a residence at 48 N. Union St. at about 3
p.m. March 15. Up to 20 officers from
multiple jurisdictions responded.
North Union was closed down for

about an hour, as were several surrounding streets. It is not clear if
the person involved will be charged.
If he needs help, we certainly hope
he gets it.
All three events were extremely
unfortunate. The first two involved
untimely deaths. The third, fortunately, ended without violence,
although police have released few
details about it.
In the case of the double murdersuicide, we did our best to put a
human face on the people involved
— including the person who pulled
the trigger. Our intention was not
to somehow make him look sympathetic, but to explain that all
three were human beings, residents
of our community, and that such
events can tragically happen anywhere.
The drug overdose death is a sad
reminder that we as a society are in
the midst of an opioid crisis. People
die every day in this state from drug
addiction.
The standoff took place along one
of the busiest stretches of road in
the borough — North Union near
Emaus and Spring streets. It shut

down traffic, and led to armed police officers crouching behind walls
and patrolling the street.
Location plays some role in the
stories we cover.
If the overdose had happened in
an apartment building in Lower
Swatara Township, we might not
have known about it because it
wasn’t in a prominent spot. We
wouldn’t have been on hand to talk
to police. Hundreds of cars would
not have driven by while law enforcement worked at the scene.
If the standoff had occurred in
rural Londonderry Township, and
no roads were closed, and neighbors
and passersby weren’t standing in
the streets watching what was going on, coverage would have been
different because it would have affected fewer people.
It also bears stating that we use a
great deal of discretion in what we
publish, both online and in print.
At the drug overdose, there was
the potential to publish more photos
from the scene that we deemed not
to be appropriate. At the standoff,
pictures and video were taken that
clearly showed the man’s face, his

arrest, and much more of the situation. We chose not to identify the
man in any way, because we did not
and still do not know all the details
of exactly what happened.
We put thought into these things,
based on our standards, the standards of newspapers across the
country and the experiences of
our staff. The name of the person
in the standoff and details about
his life have not been published in
the Press & Journal. The name of
the woman who died in the drug
overdose only was published after
police confirmed it for us. We aren’t
interested in printing rumors.
Criticism of what we cover comes
with our jobs, especially when it
comes to crime stories. We understand that. But we also understand
that our job includes telling those
stories, not to sell papers, but as
part of our role as a reflection of
the community.
If you have questions about why
or how we covered a story, email
editor@pressandjournal.com. We
will do our best to explain, even
though we might not agree.
As always, thank you for reading.

If we don’t trust in reality, it’s impossible to trust in each other
JAMES
MILLER
“You can’t trust anybody or
anything anymore.”
Johnny Whitmire’s lament,
equal parts helpless and hopeless, was shared with The
Atlantic back in 2012. During the
febrile 2016 presidential race,
when a brash real-estate developer rose to the top of a moribund heap of blue-suited, whiteshirted, red-tied candidates by
declaring the American dream
dead, the report was dredged up
continuously to show how the
antithesis of a politician could
best so many polished professionals.
I think about the article —
which bore the vatic title “How
Americans Lost Trust in Our
Greatest Institutions” — a lot
these days. We’re two years into
the Trump presidency and the
collective lack of institutional
trust hasn’t changed; in some
cases, it’s gotten worse. The latest Gallup Poll numbers show
a steady eroding of trust in big
government cornerstones like
Congress and the Supreme

Court. The criminal-justice
system, public schools, and the
church continue to lose their
social luster.
The withering of confidence
in our institutions comes as no
surprise. If Americans trusted
the guardians of our august
traditions, we wouldn’t have a
political dilettante taunting his
opponents on Twitter from the
Oval Office.
But, even as the 2020 campaign
season begins in earnest, a
series of events threatens to further decouple whatever shared
understanding still exists in our
country. And that understanding — a generally agreed-upon
reality — is an institution too
precious to lose.
The first is the most anticlimactic end to a news story since
Saddam Hussein was dug out of
dirt fastness, his and his regime’s pockets empty of muchhyped weapons of mass destruction. Robert Mueller’s reported
clearing of the Trump campaign
of alleged Russian collusion
brought a bathetic close to a
multi-year investigation many
in the media hinted (and hoped)
would be more explosive than
Watergate.
For a cool $25 million, not to
mention billions spent in breath-

less cable news airtime, we got
zilch.
And the worst part is, Mueller’s comprehensively detailed
investigation failed to convince
anyone. Despite his report’s
conclusion, a Reuters/Ipsos poll
found nearly half the country
still believes Trump is guilty of
posting Jesus vs. Satan Hillary memes on Facebook that
Vladimir Putin Photoshopped
himself.
Now, either the president’s
critics never trusted Mueller
in the first place, or no amount
of evidence will prove to them
otherwise that Trump and the
Kremlin weren’t in cahoots. The
narrative remains unchanged.
Where there is guilt, the opposite effect has occurred. Actor
Jussie Smollett was indicted on
16 felonies by a grand jury after
fabricating a hate crime against
himself. The alleged assault,
where Smollett claimed two
white Trump supporters accosted him in downtown Chicago in
the dead of winter, was orchestrated by the “Empire” actor. He
paid two Nigerian sibs to stage
the attack. He mailed a threatening letter to himself. Smollett
tried to pin the blame on the
president’s supporters, telling
police his attackers shouted

“MAGA country.”
Smollett’s entire story, from
the late-night Subway run to the
masked Trump fans marauding
in downtown Chicago during a
polar vortex, was wackadoodle
from start to finish. No fairminded person believed it on its
face. Yet Democratic presidential hopefuls and the media blew
up the story, putting the onus
on Trump to apologize for hate
crime committed in his honor.
The predictable, of course,
happened: police charged Smollett with making the whole thing
up. Then the unpredictable
occurred: prosecutors mysteriously dropped the case against
Smollett, citing his two days
of community service at Jesse
Jackson’s nonprofit, which,
among other charitable works,
advanced the cause of social
justice by paying off Jackson’s
mistress with whom he fathered
an illegitimate child.
A federal investigation into
Smollett’s actions remains ongoing, but for now Chicago’s D.A.
proved what many have long
suspected: American justice
isn’t a metaphysical good, but
rather a commodity like any
other, bought and sold on the
marketplace.
Moving south by southeast

on our trail of disrepute to
Virginia, the Democrat triumvirate remains in power despite
violating strict cultural prohibitions. Gov. Ralph Northam and
Attorney General Mark Herring, two Southern white men,
admitted to donning blackface
in college — well past the point
where such impolitic insensitivity could be blamed on careless
youth. Meanwhile, Lt. Gov.
Justin Fairfax twice has been
accused of sexually assault.
Even after universal condemnation and pressure from leaders
in their own party to step down,
none of the men resigned.
If the shoe were on the other
(the right, not the left) foot, you
could count on resignations.
A blackface-wearing Republican would be electoral gold to
Democrats. And sexual assault
allegations normally end political careers, unless your name is
Brett Kavanaugh or Bill Clinton.
These instances point to a
loss in the ability to accept even
simple falsities. Stable societies
agree on certain truths. Reality
is the most basic human institution. If we don’t have trust in
reality, then it’s impossible to
have trust in each other.
Some of the blame for this
can be placed squarely at the

president’s feet. Trump, with his
showman-like zeal for exaggeration, can be economical with
the actualité, to put it mildly.
Much of the blame lies with the
postmodernists who, from their
university and media posts, have
inculcated a generation with the
pernicious and relativistic idea
that truth is simply what you
make of it.
Trump is guilty, Jussie Smollett is innocent, and Ralph
Northam deserves to remain
in office — these are narratives
that a not insignificant portion
of the American population
believes. We’re the barflies in
“The Iceman Cometh,” clinging
to dreams that aren’t real, telling
ourselves lies that don’t match
reality.
They may help us cope with
life, and bolster our worldviews,
but their incongruence with the
truth makes statecraft impossible.
Sooner or later, something has
to give. For the country’s longterm prosperity, let’s hope fact
wins out over fiction.
James E. Miller, a native of
Middletown, lives in northern
Virginia with his wife and
daughter. He is the author of the
novel “To Win And To Lose.”

READERVIEW

Here’s why PSU Harrisburg students should not be kept at arm’s length
In a recent Press & Journal letter
to the editor by Middletown resident
Larry Smith, he defends what he says
are the Middletown Borough Council’s
“zoning restrictions ... aimed specifically at Penn State Harrisburg” to keep
students “at arm’s length.”
I and some of my fellow students are
not only alarmed by Mr. Smith’s sentiment but also dispute his reasoning.
Mr. Smith claims that the borough’s
practices are “hardly” discriminatory.
Let us be clear: if “zoning restrictions
… aimed specifically at Penn State
Harrisburg” are anything, they are
discriminatory. They are inherently designed to discriminate against students.
And how the borough enforces these
zoning restrictions and ordinances is
highly unethical, in light of a March 20
article by Press & Journal reporter Dan
Miller.
Covered in the article is a recent
meeting between a group of four
landlords and five students who have
first- and second-hand experiences with
borough code enforcement. According to the article, during the meeting,
hosted by Riley Cagle of the Penn State
Harrisburg Student Government, one

student “said that on two occasions a
borough codes officer had knocked on
his door asking questions about how
many people live in his building and
about whether they are students.”
The article also states that “the other
students described a general feeling of
seeing themselves as being unwelcome
in Middletown,” with one student who
lives in the borough saying, “I think
it is a bad thing to be a student in this
town.”
The student “said she has been harassed by other people in her neighborhood over parking issues,” and another
student then said that “he wishes he
could live in Middletown, but is ‘fearful’ of doing so.” The latter student
added, “The fact that people are so coldhearted toward students in Middletown
saddens me,” the article states.
The above is clearly a case in which
students are thinking twice about living
in Middletown in response to borough
zoning and ordinance enforcement. But
Mr. Smith claims in his letter that the
notion of students being deterred from
living in Middletown is “nonsense.”
One must assume, therefore, that Mr.
Smith is not familiar with the meeting

elucidated above, and hope that, if he
were, he would have a different view of
the matter.
Mr. Smith continues to claim that
students moving into Middletown has
caused the “deterioration of [Middletown’s] neighborhoods and property
values.”
However, a Google search reveals
that the values of properties on North
Spring Street, nearest the recently built
Nittany Place, have either remained the
same or increased.
And as for Mr. Smith’s belief that
Middletown’s neighborhoods would be
deteriorated by direct injections of new
student renters (carrying new cash),
this demonstrates a common misperception — a zero-sum perception of
economics.
As stated by Middletown resident
Hermine Clouser in a Jan. 18, 2017,
letter to the Press & Journal, when
students move into Middletown:
“Parents come to visit and need
places to eat and lodge. Students utilize
the post office, restaurants and stores.
Overseas families note the presence
of Harrisburg International Airport
and plans for a new train station, plus

proximity to the capital, not to mention
major world-class hubs Washington,
D.C., Philadelphia and New York City.
Families then also find out that the cost
of living is half of that of most major
cities!”
All this economic activity results in
Penn State Harrisburg contributing
$198 million per year to the Dauphin
County economy, according to a recent
study conducted privately by David
Swenson, an associate scientist in the
Department of Economics at Iowa
State University. As students move into
Middletown and Penn State Harrisburg
grows, Middletown businesses prosper
and its residents’ quality of life improves.
Although Mr. Smith makes a good
point in his letter when he says that
students moving into Middletown could
result in a paucity of parking spaces,
this issue could be solved with some
mild creativity.
We could work with the borough to
draw lines for on-street sparking, for
example, or institute a time-limit rule
for the boats and RVs that crowd some
streets.
We could perhaps develop a new

parking permit system. But if we
choose to be intransigent — if students
continue to be excluded from Middletown — everyone loses.
Finally, Mr. Smith alleges in his letter
that “the fact that the current zoning
restriction makes students feel unwelcome is unfortunate, but is of little or
no consequence” to year-round Middletown residents. In my experience, this
is not true.
When Justin Imes, Student Government president, and I rode on the
famous antique firetruck that headed
the Middletown Halloween Parade this
past fall, we witnessed the Penn State
Nittany Lion mascot give hugs to beaming children and high-five the endless
crowds of Penn State supporters lining
the streets.
Few experiences have been more
moving than the warm welcome the
town offered us during the parade. And
few things have been louder than when
we would shout, “We are,” and the
paradegoers would respond in chorus,
“Penn State!”
Kenneth Gatten III
sophomore at Penn State Harrisburg and
vice president of the Student Government
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Rep. Mehaffie’s

legislation would let union executives take
personal data on every teacher and public
employee in the state, including:

• Name

• Home address

• Work location

• Work, home, and
cell phone numbers

• Personal email address

THIS IS A SHOCKING INVASION OF PRIVACY THAT
WILL ALLOW UNION EXECUTIVES TO BULLY OUR
PUBLIC SERVANTS.
TELL REP. MEHAFFIE TO RESPECT WORKERS’ RIGHT TO PRIVACY!
To learn more visit commonwealthfoundation.org/privacy
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