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Panel approves beer distributor plans
Planning commission, residents worried about traffic on Oberlin Road, however
By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The Lower Swatara Planning
Commission unanimously recommended plans for a 284,260-squarefoot Wilsbach Distributors warehouse on the corner of Oberlin
Road and Longview Drive.
The plan will go to the township’s Board of Commissioners

next. It’s not on their agenda for
the May 1 meeting but might be
discussed May 15.
With the speed limit on Oberlin
Road going from 35 to 50 mph
driving into Swatara Township,
commission members and one
resident expressed concerns about
traffic safety at the April 25 meeting where the plan was approved.
“It’s dangerous now. Everyone

that lives in this township knows
what a racetrack 441 is there,”
said resident Jim Rodgers, who
lives on Highland Street next to
the proposed warehouse. Oberlin
Road is also state Route 441.
Several commission members
echoed Rodgers’ sentiment.
“Let’s be real. That’s one of the
worst places in the township. It is
absolutely horrible. Coming up the

hill toward Longview Drive and
making a right for a car requires
you to slow down to like 10 mph
or you’re going to do some damage to your vehicle,” commission
member Eric Breon said, adding
that the sight lines are poor.
Wilsbach Distributors has a distribution center in Susquehanna

Please see DISTRIBUTOR, page A5

Lower Swatara
residents raise
concerns over
PSU students
Parking issues, living restrictions
brought to board of commissioners

By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

Beth and Ken Mellinger stand in front of their new home in the Woodland Hills development in Middletown.

NEW TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Residents are moving in to huge development of Woodland Hills off North Union
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The world is catching up to Ken
and Beth Mellinger at their new
home in Woodland Hills.
Punch in their Sage Boulevard
address on GPS and nothing comes
up because, as far as GPS knows,
their address doesn’t exist yet.
Fortunately, they are close to
such landmarks of civilization as
Middletown Area High School and
Middletown Swim Club, both of
which do come up on GPS.
So if you are planning to visit
the Mellingers, just punch in the
high school or the swim club on
the GPS, and the Mellingers will
get you the rest of the way to their
house. No problem.
That’s one of the fun little quirks
about being one of the first people
to move into a brand new housing

Woodland Hills is east of North Union Street near Middletown Swim Club.
development.
Woodland Hills by day is a beehive of construction activity. Beth
can look out her front window and
watch the start of a new home
being built.

By 3:30 or so, the construction
crews are gone. The only traffic is
the folks driving around for a look,
so the Mellingers can go for walks
right down the middle of their
street. It’s quiet enough to easily

hear the locusts and crickets.
The Mellingers moved into the
left side of their new duplex on
Dec. 15. They were the third buyers
to move into Woodland Hills, the
brand new housing development
in Middletown unfolding east of
North Union Street just south of
Lower Swatara Township.
At 168 acres, Woodland Hills by
far is the largest undeveloped tract
of land in Middletown.
Woodland Hills is to be developed over 10 phases and eventually include 440 housing units —
150 apartments, 125 townhouses,
119 single-family detached homes,
and 46 duplexes, according to
plans submitted to Middletown
borough.
Borough council is considering
each phase for final approval one

Please see WOODLAND, page A6

Lower Swatara officer honored for two heroic acts
By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Lower Swatara Patrol Officer Ryan Lesko poses with Lauren, Amarie and
Kristen Gassert. Lesko and Lauren ran into the Gasserts' burning home in
September to save Amarie.

Lower Swatara Patrol Officer
Ryan Lesko received two heroism
awards during the April 17 Lower
Swatara Board of Commissioners
meeting — for rescuing two people
who were trapped in a submerged
car during a 2017 flood, and for
running into a burning Highspire
house in 2018 when he learned a
baby was inside.
Lesko has been with the department for nearly three years.
“I appreciate these awards.
There are other members of my
police department that I think
deserve these awards as well
for other incidents that have occurred. I hope that they get these
in the future as well,” Lesko said.
Lower Swatara Police Chief Jeff

Vargo presented the awards.
The department’s heroism
awards go toward “acts of heroism without regard of personal
safety which places the officer in
imminent physical danger in his
or her efforts to affect a rescue or
save a life.”
Floods rocked the area in late
July 2017. Over two hours on July
23, nearly 5 inches of rain fell in
Lower Swatara, and the township’s storm sewer system couldn’t
collect and divert the water.
Just before 7 p.m., police were
called to West Harrisburg Pike
near First Street. A car was
stranded in the floodwaters.
Lesko arrived first. The blue car
was submerged and the water had
risen to the middle of the doors,

Please see HEROIC, page A5

Concerns about Penn State
Harrisburg students living in
Lower Swatara Township have
been voiced by two township residents during recent meetings.
Parking issues were raised, as
were questions about whether
the township had an ordinance
similar to Middletown that regulated how many
unrelated individuals could
live in a singlefamily dwelling.
“ T h e re a re
legal ramifications to limiting the number
of residents or
cars, and we
have to proceed
cautiously and
consult with
legal counsel,”
said Vice President Todd Truntz to the Press &
Journal in an interview.
Lois Wald, who lives on Lakeside Drive, expressed concern
about parking to the commissioners during their April 17
meeting. Wald’s concern was one
residence, who she said had more
vehicles that exceeded the allotted two spaces per town house.
This year, she said one of the
town homes became a “Penn
State house.” Her question was,
can there be more people on the
rental lease than available parking spots?
“You wake up in the morning,
and there are seven additional
cars parked around the neighborhood. … You’ve got seven
cars with Penn State stickers all
belonging to one house. That’s an

issue,” Wald said.
Wald said there were two
spaces in front as part of the
townhouse’s property, and there
are what she called overflow
spaces on the street. Residents,
she said, don’t take other residents’ unofficial spots, and some
residents were opting to carpool
to prevent the students from
“monopolizing” the spaces.
Township solicitor Peter Henninger said the
overflow spaces
are public.
“ We c a n’ t
limit how many
cars you have.
I don’t know
that we can
limit the number of people
who live in the
house because
you’re going to
have someone
who has seven
kids … You can’t
prevent people from renting their
homes out. It’s difficult. There’s
no easy answer,” Henninger said.
Cars are allowed to park in
public spots as long as they are
registered and not abandoned,
he said.
“I’m very disappointed, I have
to say. I hear what you’re saying,
and I knew I was going to hear
it,” Wald said.
Commissioner Michael Davies
recalled living in Harrisburg
and had a parking permit, but
his guests would receive parking tickets.
“Permit parking — all I can say
is the cure is almost worse than
the disease,” he said.
Parking permits have to be

Please see PSU, page A5

Dairy Queen reopening
now appears unlikely
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

It doesn’t look good for a Dairy
Queen reopening anytime soon
at 1100 Fulling Mill Road in Lower
Swatara Township, if at all.
In March, Brian Dmochowski,
the territory operator for this region for American Dairy Queen
Corp., told the Press & Journal
two people were interested in
reopening the space as a Dairy
Queen franchise.
But on Monday, Dmochowski
said that neither of these two
had panned out. He said he was
not aware of any other interest
in reopening the store as a Dairy
Queen.

Previous owners decided to
close the Dairy Queen, after a
Feb. 25 inspection by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture found the restaurant to
be out of compliance with state
regulations.
The inspection was prompted
by ownership of the Fulling Mill
Road Dairy Queen changing
hands in early January.
The new owner had failed to
renew their license with the
state, according to Agriculture
department spokeswoman Shannon Powers.
The Fulling Mill Road location had been a Dairy Queen
since 1998 or 1999, according to
Dmochowski.

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• SOUTH HANOVER TWP.: Estate
of Karen Stickler. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of
Richard Neidich. A4
• HARRISBURG: Foreign Business Withdraw. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Surplus

Distribution. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of
Charles Trostle. A4

A2 THE PRESS & JOURNAL Wednesday, May 1, 2019

www.pressandjournal.com | info@pressandjournal.com

Volunteers needed for
smoke alarm installation
during Red Cross event
The American Red Cross is
looking for volunteers to help
make Middletown safer.
On Friday, May 31, the Red
Cross plans to install smoke
alarms at homes all over Middletown, and to educate borough
residents on fire safety.
Local volunteers are needed
to make this happen, the Red
Cross says.
Volunteers will be asked to
come to the MCSO Building next
to the Middletown Municipal
Building at 60 W. Emaus St. at
8:30 a.m. May 31.
After receiving training from
the Red Cross, teams of volunteers will be sent throughout
Middletown to go door to door
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on May 31.
Volunteers are needed to talk
with residents about the importance of creating and practicing
fire escape plans. The volunteers
will also offer to install free
smoke alarms in any homes
where working smoke alarms
are not in place. The Red Cross
also needs volunteers to help
document the May 31 event.
If you would like to volunteer,
send an email to David Boucher
at david.boucher@redcross.org,

or call 717-756-6613.
The event is part of Sound the
Alarm, a national Red Cross effort aimed at reducing the number of home fire-related deaths
and injuries.
Aided by local volunteers, the
Red Cross works in partnership
with fire companies and businesses to install fire alarms in
communities identified as having a high number of home fires,
according to a Red Cross press
release.
Events are being held in other
communities throughout the
region. From April 27 through
May 12, the Red Cross is targeting
communities in nine counties,
including Mechanicsburg in
Cumberland County on Friday.
“Having a working smoke
alarm increases your chance
of safely evacuating a burning
house by 50 percent,” said Dan
Tobin, spokesman for the American Red Cross Greater Pennsylvania Region. “Unfortunately,
many homes lack smoke alarms.
Our goal is to provide residents
with the tools they need to hopefully reduce the risk of fire.”
To learn more, go to redcross.
org/gpahomefire.

Support Your
Local Businesses
AUTO DEALER

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Hondru Auto

Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

2005 South Market Street,
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station

200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station

138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service

231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

Michele Hughes Lutz

Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy
& Gift Shop

436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

LAVONNE ACKERMAN

This day is the start of May ... yay!

May day, day May ... yay, it is
the first day of May!
Hi, folks. Are you excited
about this beautiful new month
of May? I rather think April
was kind to us. We had plenty of
sunshine and warm temps, but
I am hoping May is going to be
even better.
What is your favorite thing
about May? 1-2-3 ... go! Mild
temperatures, the earth is laughing in flowers, people are less
grouchy, spirits are lifted up by
blue skies and warm breezes,
picnics, long walks. Mother's
Day, Memorial Day, possible
swimming opportunities, lots of
daylight for outdoor activities,
and it means summer is just
around the corner!
Have a wonderful week, and
don’t forget to let me know your
news to share.

Birthdays
Happy belated birthday to
Julia Hughes of Lower Swatara
Township. Her sparkles-and-glitter day was April 21. She turned
14 on Easter Sunday. I hope your
day was amazing, Julia!
Happy first day of May birthday to Jeremy Barnes of Middletown! Best wishes to you for the
best one yet on Wednesday.
Cheryl Daily celebrates her
fun-filled day on Thursday, May
2. Wishing you a thrilling sunny
day, and cake.
Pam Shonk of Londonderry
Township will observe her
frosty-filled cake day on Thursday, May 2. May God bless you
on this special day!
The birthday balloons will be
flying on Saturday, May 4, for
Janice Breon of Lower Swatara.

Enjoy your me-holiday all weekend long!
Logan Nissley of Lower
Swatara turns one decade old
on Sunday, May 5. Congrats to
you, a brand-new double-digitmidget!
Happy birthday to Larry Sheaffer of Lower Swatara on his
party day, Sunday, May 5. I hope
you are surrounded by much
love and smiling faces.
Best wishes for a great birthday to Meredith Breon. May the
sun be shining on your face on
Sunday, May 5. Enjoy!
Happy last and final teener
birthday to Jerrod Myers of
Middletown on Monday, May 6.
Have a marvelous 19th cake day!
Alex Mosher of Lower Swatara hits No. 23 on Monday, May 6.
May your day be totally special,
Alex!
Welcome to the 20s, Michael
Mattes of Lower Swatara! His
confetti-popping day is Monday,
May 6. Enjoy!
Lavina Balliet of Lower Swatara will have 15 candles atop her
birthday cake on Monday, May
6. What a popular day to be
born! Best wishes to you.
Happy birthday balloons will
be flying for Leslie Hughes of
Lower Swatara on Tuesday,
May 7. May it be a day of warm
sunshine and mild breezes, just
for you!
Sending a happy double-toothpick birthday greeting to Sarah
Jean of Middletown on Tuesday,
May 7. May God richly bless you
on your 11th cake-and-ice cream
day, Sarah!

Anniversaries
Best wishes to Joe and De-

nise Giulivo, formerly of Lower
Swatara. They celebrate 34 blissful years of marriage on Saturday, May 4.
Dan and Marie Fuoti of Lower
Swatara were married on May 5,
1979. Best wishes to you both on
your 40th wedding anniversary!
Don and Cindy Bowers of
Lower Swatara celebrate their
36th anniversary on Tuesday,
May 7. Many good wishes for a
romantic day are sent your way.
Happy third anniversary to
Jeremy and Julie Barnes of
Middletown on Tuesday, May
7. Your gift is crystal, or glass!
Enjoy your hearts, roses and
chocolate day!

for some great deals!

Ebenezer Church news
All are welcome to come to
the campus yard sale at Ebenezer United Methodist Church,
890 Ebenezer Road in Lower
Swatara, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 4.
There will be lots of food and
fun!

Quote of the Week
“You are as welcome as the
flowers in May.” — Charles
Macklin, Irish actor.

Question of the Week

The Lower Swatara Lions
Club invites everybody to come
to its annual all-you-can-eat
pancake and sausage breakfast
from 7 to 11 a.m. Saturday, May
4, at the Lions building in Shope
Gardens.
Be sure to stop by before you
start your day with a really good
breakfast.
Adults cost $5, and children 4
to 12 cost $3.50. Children 3 and
younger eat free.
It is through projects like this
that our Lions can give back to
our community. Mark this date
down, and we hope to see you all
there.

What is your favorite thing
about May?
“I like it because of butterflies
and the grass and the flowers
are growing.” — Jacky Morales,
8, Middletown.
“I like that it is getting warmer and we can go swimming.” —
Mykenzie Hulse, 8, Middletown.
“Mothers Day! My son and
I are going to do something
special for my wife.” — Dr. John
Renda, Hetrick Center.
“Flowers from April showers!”
— Logan Benner, 12, Royalton.
“Cookouts at my friend's
house.” — Arianna Laverty, 11,
Middletown.
“Hanging outside with my
friends.” — Aijah Gladden, 12,
Middletown.

Yard sale

Proverb for the Week

The Presbyterian Church
at Union and Water streets in
Middletown will hold a yard sale
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
May 4, in the church basement.
Subs, soup and a bake sale will
be enjoyed by all. Come on out

A gentle answer turns away
wrath, but a harsh word stirs up
anger (15:1).

Pancake breakfast

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at
717-649-7366 or by email at LaVonneAck@comcast.net.

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring

WWII veteran interviews part of roundtable

HW Wilson Roofing

The opportunity to hear accounts of World War II combat
from the veterans themselves is
running out as they grow older.
Since 2004, Professor Steven
Sidebotham has conducted faceto-face interviews with 325 male
and female veterans, including
members of partisan and resistance forces, recording their
histories so future generations
will not forget the contributions
of the Greatest Generation.
At 7 p.m. Thursday, May 2,
Sidebotham will present a lecture
titled “Voices from the Front:
Memories of Combat from Europe and the Pacific” at the
monthly meeting of the Central
PA WWII Roundtable. It will be

5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103
2161 North Union Street, Middletown
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service

3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance

Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications

FLOWERS

NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD |

Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills

103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

TOWN TOPICS

SALON

Frey Village Strawberry
Festival is June 1

Sharp Cuts

124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THIS DIRECTORY:
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com
Phone: 717-944-4628

Frey Village, 1020 N. Union
St., Middletown, is sponsoring
its annual Strawberry Festival
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
June 1.
Frey Village will accept donations of new and gently used
books, puzzles, jewelry and
silent auction items to be for sale

Offering
undergraduate and
graduate courses
Two Summer Sessions
Session 1 - May 13 - June 21
Session 2 - June 26 - August 7
Visit harrisburg.psu.edu/summer

Register today!
777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057

717-948-6250 • hbgadmit@psu.edu

held at Grace
United Methodist Church,
433 E. Main
Street, Hummelstown.
The presentation will
include video Sidebotham
clips of recollections of five Americans, including one who served in the
German Waffen SS.
Sidebotham is a professor in
the history department at the
University of Delaware, specializing in ancient Greek and Roman
history, and is a classical archaeologist. He has had an interest in
World War II and its participants

at the festival. You may drop off
items at the front desk between 8
a.m. and 7 p.m. through May 15.
For information on becoming
a vendor, contact Tracy Klein
at 717-930-1225 or email kleint@
diakon.org.

Youth Club Bingo
scheduled for Thursdays
Youth Club Bingo will be held
Thursday nights at the Middletown Volunteer Fire Department, 10 Adelia St.
Doors open at 5 p.m., and
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.
Proceeds benefit the Middletown Youth Club.

Cash Bash Bingo at
Middletown Fire Hall
Cash Bash Bingo will be held
at the Middletown Volunteer
Fire Department, 10 Adelia St.,
on Sunday, May 5.
Doors open at noon. Bingo
starts 4 p.m. Proceeds benefit the
Middletown Blue Raider Football Camp.
For more information, call
Cyndi Pugh at 717-319-9785 or
email mixprincess2002@comcast.net.

Penn State courses
offered this summer
Penn State Harrisburg, 777 W.
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, is
offering two summer sessions.
Session 1 runs from May 13
through June 21; Session 2 is
from June 26 through Aug. 7.

for many decades.
The Central Pennsylvania
WWII Roundtable is a nonprofit
organization that provides a forum for World War II veterans,
authors, historians and others
to share their knowledge and
experiences related to the war.
Meetings are held the first Thursday of every month at the church.
Anyone with an interest in
World War II is invited to attend
the meetings. There are no membership or admission fees.
For more information, contact
Charlie Lloyd at charlie.centralpaww2rt@gmail.com or 717-5032862, or visit the organization’s
website at www.centralpaww2roundtable.org.

Car seat check
is free at church
Tuesday, May 7, is Car Seat
Safety Day at St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church at 121 N.
Spring St. in Middletown.
From 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., child
passenger safety technicians from
Tri-County Community Action
will be at St. Peter’s checking all
car seats, to make sure that the
seats are being used and installed
correctly.
The event is free. All are invited.
Three out of every four child
safety seats are not used or installed correctly, experts say. This
increases the chance of a child
being injured or killed in a crash
by 71 percent.

Register at 717-948-6250 or
email hbgadmit@psu.edu.

be held with local Communities
That Care organizations.

Rep. Mehaffie’s annual
Health Expo is May 3

Library spring fundraiser
book sale is coming up

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie’s
third annual Health Expo will be
held from 9 a.m. to noon Friday,
May 3, at the Hummelstown
Chemical Fire Company No. 1,
249 E. Main St.
A variety of free health
screenings will be offered. Admission is free, and no advance
registration is required.
For information, visit repmehaffie.com or call 717-534-1323.

The Middletown Public
Library, 20 N. Catherine St., is
sponsoring its Spring Fundraising Book Sale on the following
dates:
• Saturday, May 4, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
• Monday, May 6, and Tuesday,
May 7, 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m.
• Wednesday, May 8, 9:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
• Thursday, May 9, 9:30 a.m. to
8 p.m.
• Saturday, May 11, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
• Monday, May 13, 4 to 8 p.m.
• Tuesday, May 14, 4 to 8 p.m.
• Thursday, May 16, 4 to 8 p.m.
• Saturday, May 18, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.
For more information, call
717-944-6412 or visit www.
middletownpubliclib.org.

Middletown Area School
District slates events
Middletown Area School District May events include:
• May 3: Middletown Area
High School Mini-THON, 5 p.m.
• May 7: Middletown Area
Middle School Spring Choral
Concert, 7 p.m.
• May 8: MAMS Orientation
for parents of fifth-graders, 6
p.m. at Middletown Area Middle
School.
• Middletown Area High
School Spring Choral Concert,
7 p.m.

Forum on drug abuse
set for Middletown
A public forum against drug
abuse will be held from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 18, at
Hoffer Park in Middletown.
A series of public forums will

Genealogy presentation
in Lower Swatara
The Lower Swatara Township
Historic Preservation Society
is sponsoring a presentation on
genealogy by Joanna Matinchek
Cain at 6 p.m., Thursday, May
9. Learn how to search for your
ancestors online.
The presentation and coffee
are free and open to the public.
For questions, email lsthistoricpreservationsociety@gmail.
com or call 717-944-9891.
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POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Investigation uncovers
pot-dealing operation
on Witherspoon Avenue
A Middletown police drug
investigation that had been
going on for several months
culminated in the arrest of a
man at a residence in the first
block of Witherspoon Avenue
on April 25.
Police shortly after 4 p.m. executed a search warrant at the
residence, and took into custody 20-year-old
John William
P. Oriordan.
Oriordan
also goes by
the alias of
“Jack Potts,”
according to
arrest papers
Oriordan
Middletown
police filed with District Judge
David Judy.
Police in arrest papers said
they found “substantial”
amounts of marijuana inside
the residence, as well as numerous amounts of both packaging
materials and drug paraphernalia.
Police also discovered digital scales, including one with
marijuana residue on it, and an
estimated $1,203.
Police found a “grow operation” on the second floor of the
house, complete with a glow
lamp, several pot plants in
various stages of growth, and
several pieces of equipment
and materials police said were
used to cultivate marijuana.
Police also found a Glock 26
semi-automatic pistol with ammunition, and a switchblade/
automatic push-button knife.
Police said Oriordan admitted to selling marijuana and
that he did so to support his
own drug habit. He admitted
to owning the gun and said it

was for his protection as a drug
dealer, according to police.
Oriordan was arraigned before Night Court District Judge
James A. Lenker on April 25,
and charged with two felony
counts of manufacture, delivery, or possession with intent
to manufacture or delivery of
a controlled substance; one
misdemeanor count of making
repairs or selling an offensive
weapon, and one count of use/
possession of drug paraphernalia, also a misdemeanor.
Oriordan was being held on
$50,000 unsecured bail, according to online court documents.
He has a May 6 preliminary
hearing scheduled before Judy.

Woman charged with taking purse
Middletown police are looking for a woman whom police
have charged with stealing a
purse from inside a residence in
the 400 block of Spruce Street
between 2
and 3 p.m.
April 19.
Police in
arrest papers
filed with
District Judge
David Judy
said that
Herbster
Cheyenne
Marie Herbster, 20, stole the
purse from inside the residence
while the victim was sleeping
on the sofa.
Police said Herbster is homeless, with her last listed address
being in the first block of Oakland Manor in Highspire.
According to police, a woman
matching Herbster’s description was seen on surveillance
video making a $13.99 purchase
from Middletown Pharmacy us-

ing a bank debit card from the
stolen purse.
Video also showed Herbster
making purchases of $3.87 and
$16.15 using the stolen card
from the Puff Super Value Store
at Midtown Plaza, police said.
The victim after awaking and
discovering the theft called her
bank to stop any further transactions, police said.
Police April 25 filed charges
against Herbster of theft by
unlawful taking-moveable property, and access device issued to
another who did not authorize
use.

Charges in Spring Street incident
Middletown police charged
a woman with simple assault
after responding to a dispute
at Nittany Place apartments in
the 600 block of Spring Street at
about 8:30 p.m. April 25.
Police in arrest papers said
Nicole Tiffany Williams, 22,
of Nittany Place, put another
woman in a rear chokehold
during a dispute. The victim
then bit Williams in her hand.
Neither woman required medical attention, police said.
Williams also was charged
with possession of marijuana,
after police found a small
amount of marijuana in plain
view on the coffee table in the
apartment.
The victim was also to be
charged with possession of
marijuana, police said. However, no charges against the
victim have been filed.
Williams was arraigned
before Judy on April 26 and is
scheduled for a May 13 preliminary hearing.
Her bail was set at $10,000
unsecured.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Gun reported on airport property;
knife, marijuana pipe found at MAHS
A Waynesboro, Virginia,
man has been charged after he
allegedly had a gun in his car
at the security gate of the 193rd
Special Operations Air Wing of
the Pennsylvania Air National
Guard at Harrisburg International Airport.
Airport police received the
report at 1:01 p.m. April 18.
In the affidavit filed with District Judge Michael J. Smith,
police said Adam Corey Maxwell, 37, had a semiautomatic
pistol in his center dashboard.
Police said Maxwell, who was
convicted of possession with
intent to deliver a controlled
substance in Virginia in 2005,
did not have a valid permit to
carry the pistol.
Maxwell was charged with
person not to possess, use,
manufacture, control, sell or
transfer firearms.
He was arraigned before
Judge Lowell A. Witmer, and
his bail was set at $5,000. Court
records indicate that his bail
was posted. His preliminary
hearing is scheduled for May 1.

Gun stolen from car
Lower Swatara police are reminding residents to lock their
car doors after reports of both
attempted and successful car
break-ins.
Police received a report of a
handgun valued at $450 stolen
from a car while it was parked
on the 1100 block of Georgetown Road at 4:10 p.m. April 19.
Police believe the car was entered between 6 p.m. and 7 a.m.

There was no sign of forced
entry.
A second report came in at
2:31 a.m. April 20. Police said
someone attempted to enter a
car that was parked in the first
block of Burd Road.
The suspect triggered the
alarm and ran off, police said.

Man, woman charged in incident
Two people have been
charged following an incident
at a residence in the first block
of Hanover Street.
Police responded at 8:55
a.m. April 15. According to
the affidavit filed with District
Judge Michael J. Smith, Kelsey
Martin, 23, of the address, told
police that Tyler J. Evans, 23,
punched her in the head twice
the prior night.
Martin was cited with harassment, and Evans was charged
with simple assault. Evans’
preliminary hearing has been
scheduled for May 20.

Police: Woman struck fire hydrant
A township woman has been
cited after she allegedly hit a
fire hydrant and left.
The accident was reported at
4:31 a.m. April 20.
Police said Keri Berstler, 40,
was driving west on Fulling
Mill Road when she drove over
the curb, hit a fire hydrant and
left. She was not injured.
Berstler was cited with
failure to report an accident to
police, careless driving, driving
an unregistered vehicle and
accident damaging unattended

property.

Knife, marijuana pipe at MAHS
An 18-year-old man was
charged after a Middletown
Area High School official reportedly found him in possession of a marijuana pipe inside
the school at 8:56 a.m. April 8.
According to the affidavit
filed with District Judge Michael J. Smith, the school was
conducting a drug investigation, and a school official asked
Jaeshaun Thomas-Jackson, of
Harrisburg, if he had anything in his possession that he
shouldn’t have.
He reportedly gave the school
official a marijuana pipe.
Police said that as a result of
his arrest, a 17-year-old Middletown girl was found in possession of a pocket knife.
Thomas-Jackson was
charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia, and the
girl was charged with possession of a weapon on school
property.
A preliminary hearing is
scheduled for May 13.

Run with Heart 5K/10K set for Hershey on May 19
The American Heart Association invites runners and walkers
to the inaugural Run with Heart
5K/10K on Sunday, May 19, at the
Milton Hershey School.
Registration and festivities begin at 7:30 a.m. at Henry Hershey
Field, 635 Brook Drive, Hershey.
The race kicks off at 9 a.m.
Participants can run or walk

the first 5K loop, then continue
for a second loop to complete a
10K. The course is mostly flat
and stroller-friendly. All pre-registered participants will receive
an event T-shirt. Top runners in
each category will be awarded.
Funds raised will support the
Capital Region Heart Walk, set
for Sept. 15 at City Island, and

the American Heart Association.
Registration is $30 before May 4
or $35 after May 4. Register at the
Capital Region Heart Walk website at www.heart.org/capitalregionwalk. Click on Register, then
Individual, then select the 5K/10K
event. For information, contact
Ann Shields at ann.shields@
heart.org or 717-730-1766.

James Hogan

Mahlon “Jake” M. Messick,
94, of the Masonic Village, and
formerly of Middletown, passed
away Wednesday, April 24, 2019, in
the home with his wife by his side.
Born in Elizabethtown on December 20, 1924, he was the son of
the late Jacob and Sarah A. Long
Messick.
Jake was a local dairy and beef
cattle farmer. He was a member
of the Swatara Hill Church of the
Brethren, Middletown, where he
led the Youth Group for many
years. Jake was also a member of
Brownstone Lodge #666, F&AM,
Hershey, and the Zembo Shrine
and Tall Cedars Forest #43, both
of Harrisburg. Jake loved farming
and his animals.
He is survived by his loving
wife, Helen Reesor Messick; one
sister, Mildred M. Risser of Summerville, S.C.; and numerous
nieces and nephews.
In addition to his parents, Jake
was preceded in death by seven
brothers, Marvin M., Miller M.,
Melvin M., Milford M., Marlin
M., Merville M., and Mylin M.;
and four sisters, Marie Myers,
Mattalie Dagen, Margaret Zell
and Miriam Aldinger.
A graveside service was held
Monday, April 29, 2019, at 3 p.m.
in the Ebenezer Cemetery, Middletown, with Pastor William W.
Wink, his pastor, officiating.
In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be given to Swatara Hill
Church of the Brethren, 2943 East
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA
17057.
Trefz & Bowser Funeral Home,
Inc., 114 West Main Street, Hummelstown, is handling the arrangements.
Online condolences may be
shared on www.trefzandbowser.
com.

James “Mike” M. Hogan, 60,
of Hershey, entered into eternal
rest on April 28, 2019 at home
surrounded by his loving family.
He was born on April 5, 1959 in
Harrisburg and was the loving
son of the late James R. and Helen
(Sweigart) Hogan.
James was a Catholic by faith
and belonged to Seven Sorrows of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic
Church, Middletown. James enjoyed many things such as fishing,
snorkeling, construction, shark
tooth expeditions, numismatics
and going to the Gulf Coast. He
was a big fan of the Indianapolis
Colts football team. James worked
at Exelon (Three Mile Island) for
over 35 years as a radiation protection technician.
He is survived by his wife of
40 years, Patricia (Staub) Hogan;
sons, Kristoffer (Lindsay) of New
Cumberland and Thaddeus (Kimberly Rudy) of Camp Hill; daughters, Erica Leilous (Matthew) of
Elizabethtown, Madalynn Sharp
(Daniel) of Hershey and Kymberleigh Hogan (Brandon Messner) of
Harrisburg; and 10 grandchildren.
A tribute to James’ life will be
held on Friday, May 3, 2019 at 12
p.m. at Matinchek Funeral Home
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260
E. Main St., Middletown, with the
Rev. Ted Keating officiating. There
will be a viewing from 10 a.m. until
the time of the service on Friday.
Burial will be at the convenience
of the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made in
James’ name to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105, Source
Code: llQ180788777.
Condolences may be sent online
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

MIDDLETOWN

Edward Beck
MIDDLETOWN

Edward L. Beck, Middletown,
Pa., went into the loving arms of
his Heavenly Father on April 28,
2019 after a brief illness.
He was born March 2, 1927 to
Fred and Clara Beck and is survived by his wife of 58 years, Irene;
his son, Edward E. Beck (wife
Linda) of Harrisburg; grandson,
Alex Beck of Harrisburg; sister,
Ann Turns of Middletown; and
numerous nieces and nephews.
Ed, a 1944 graduate of Middletown Area High School, attended
Dickinson College after his service
in the Army Air Corps during
World War II. He was stationed
in Okinawa where he earned the
Army of Occupation Medal and
the World War II Victory medal.
He had a good sense of humor
and liked to boast that, out of fear,
Japan surrendered the day after
he graduated from basic training.
He worked for the US Postal
Service as a letter carrier for 36
years, retiring in 1984. He served
on the Lower Swatara Township
Sewer Authority and was a member of the Prince Edwin Spring
Creek Masonic Lodge, Liberty
Fire Company, as well as Lower
Swatara Lions Club. Ed also volunteered for many years with the
Middletown Care-A-Van.
In addition to his civic involvement, Ed coached Little League
Baseball and served as a Cub
Scout leader. He was a loving
husband and a proud father. In
his later years, he lit up when
he was around his one and only
grandchild. Ed was also a lifelong
fan of the Middletown Blue Raiders, Penn State football and the
Philadelphia Phillies.
He was a member of New Beginnings Church, Middletown, where
services will be held on Saturday,
May 4 at 11 a.m. Visitation will occur beginning at 10 a.m.
He will be interred at the Middletown Cemetery on Monday, May
6 at 10 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, contributions
can be made to the Memorial Fund
at New Beginnings Church, 630
South Union Street, Middletown,
PA 17057.
The family has entrusted the
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260
East Main St., Middletown with
the funeral arrangements.
Condolencesmaybesentatwww.
matinchekfuneralhome.com.

EZ TO PLACE.
EZ TO PAY.

Teens charged after MAMS fight
Two 14-year-old Middletown
boys have been charged after
they allegedly got into a fight
outside of Middletown Area
Middle School at 9 a.m. April 4.
The boys have been charged
with simple assault and disorderly conduct.
Police said they had minor injuries but weren’t transported
to the hospital.

Mahlon Messick

HERSHEY

Evelyn Young
MIDDLETOWN

Evelyn Jean (Miller) Young,
86, of Middletown, passed away
Saturday, April 20, 2019 at
Mountain View Nursing Home
in Shamokin.
She was born in Highspire,
Pa. on May 28, 1932 and was the
daughter of the late David G. and
Evelyn S. (Wilbern) Miller.
She was married to the late
Robert G. Young on July 3, 1954.
She graduated from Highspire
High School in 1950. She was
formerly employed by the Middletown Area School District.
Evelyn is survived by her sister,
Nancy (Miller) Crow; a son, Stephen Young and his wife Vicky
Young; and two grandchildren,
Elizabeth Young and Jessica May
of Trevorton.
The service will be private.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters of
Administration on the Estate of Karen
L. Stickler, Deceased, late of South
Hanover Township, Dauphin County,
Pennsylvania, have been granted
to the undersigned Administrator. All
persons therefore indebted to said
estate are requested to make immediate payment, and those having just
claims will please present the same,
duly authenticated, for settlement,
without delay.
Gerald J. Brinser – Administrator
c/o Jeremy D. Wagner, Attorney
P.O. Box 323
Palmyra, PA 17078

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales)
$25 (commercial)

#147 0417-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Legal & Public Notices
call or email for pricing

PUBLIC NOTICE

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.
All Classified Ads Must
Be Paid In Advance.
Cash, Check, Visa Or
Mastercard Accepted.
NO REFUNDS.

EMPLOYMENT
AIRLINES ARE HIRING –
Get FAA approved hands on
Aviation training. Financial
aid for qualified students –
Career placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 877-207-0345

ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given the Letters
Testamentary have been granted
in the following estate. All persons
indebted to the said estate are required
to make payments and those having
claims or demands are to present the
same without delay to the Executors
named below.
ESTATE OF CHARLES W. TROSTLE
SR., late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, died on April 19, 2015.
Charles W. Trostle Jr. and Richard
Trostle, Co-Administrators
Dominic Montagnese, Attorney
624 North Front Street
Wormleysburg, PA 17043
#151 0424-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Roundup®, a common weed and
grass killer, has been linked to the
development of Non-Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma in farm workers and
employees in garden centers,
nurseries, and landscapers. If cappolino | dodd | KrEbs
you or someone you care about Tough • ExpEriEncEd • TrusTworThy
has been diagnosed with NonHodgkin’s Lymphoma, contact
.com/NHL
us today as time may be limited. www.RespectForYou
312 W. HoustoN, cameRoN,tx 76520

LLP

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma

stock
photo
portrayal

1-800-460-0606

Richard a. Dodd is licensed to practice in Pennsylvania and is responsible for this ad.

Pole Building
specialists
The

PA Lisc. #129608

Serving our
Customers for

35 Years

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential
All buildings include
overhang 2 sides,
2 slider doors &
1 entry door

40x80x12

$30K

Erected on your level lot
60x120x16

50x96x14

$60K

$40K

(800) 275-8245

www.FettervilleSales.com

NEED HELP WITH YOUR

RETIREMENT PLAN?
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or
profit sharing plan, call the Mid-America Pension
Rights Project at (866) 735-7737 to get free legal advice.
Funded by the U.S. Administration for Community
Living, MAPRP’s staff provides free legal assistance to
anyone with a question about their retirement plan.

CALL US TODAY 1.866.735.7737

PUBLIC NOTICES

DAUPHIN COUNTY TAX CLAIM BUREAU
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CONFIRMATION
OF SURPLUS DISTRIBUTION
COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
NO. 2019 CV 2510 MD
TO: EACH TAX SALE PURCHASER(S) AND DISTRIBUTEE(S), AND ALL
FORMER
OWNERS, PARTIES IN INTEREST AND/OR PERSONS HAVING LIENS, JUDGMENTS OR MUNICIPAL OR OTHER CLAIMS INVOLVING THE PROPERTIES
DESCRIBED IN THIS NOTICE:
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given by the Dauphin County Tax Claim Bureau (“Bureau”)
under and pursuant to the provisions of Section 205 of the Real Estate Tax Sale
Law, Act of 1947, P. L. 1368, as amended (“Act”), that the Bureau will distribute
surplus money currently held by or on behalf of the Bureau as a result of the
2018 Judicial Tax Sale of the properties hereinafter mentioned.
This Notice sets forth the Bureau’s proposed schedule of Distribution of said
surplus money. By Order of the Court dated April 4, 2019 (“Court Order”), a Rule
was entered upon each tax sale purchaser and each Distributee set forth in the
proposed Schedule of Distribution to show cause why the proposed distribution
should not be confirmed by the Court absolutely.
RULE RETURNABLE forty-five (45) days after the date of the Court Order.
F. R. Martsolf, Solicitor
Steven L. Howe, Director
Dauphin County Tax Claim Bureau
SCHEDULE OF DISTRIBUTION - JUDICIAL TAX SALE: MAY 17, 2018
PROP. LOCATION PARCEL #
DISTRIBUTEES
DISTRIB. AMT.
City of Harrisburg 06-014-031 Ralph H. Lower
10,679.70
City of Harrisburg 08-019-074 City Treasurer
2,380.26
Capital Region Water
1,000.84
Allfirst Bank
760.02
City of Harrisburg 09-087-034 City Treasurer
495.72
Capital Region Water
495.71
City of Harrisburg 10-009-022 City Treasurer
2,172.89
Capital Region Water
843.48
City of Harrisburg, Dept. of Building and
Housing Development
10,485.81
City of Harrisburg 10-014-006 City Treasurer
264.46
Capital Region Water
264.45
City of Harrisburg 10-027-077 City Treasurer
1,516.57
Capital Region Water
1,650.01
A&C Properties
2,284.93
City of Harrisburg 10-035-005 City Treasurer
1,829.41
Capital Region Water
684.07
Rashaad G. Bell
10,166.14
City of Harrisburg 10-036-001 City Treasurer
1,706.60
Capital Region Water
483.39
Worldwide Asset Purchasing LLC
6,977.77
Diane McClain
5,979.14
City of Harrisburg 10-054-030 City Treasurer
1,596.98
Capital Region Water
296.22
Dauphin Deposit Bank & Trust Co.
6,298.29
City of Harrisburg 10-055-025 City Treasurer
2,005.32
Capital Region Water
1,918.87
Estate of Carole L. Shaw
3,787.10
City of Harrisburg 11-010-098 MERS (Green Point Mortgage
Funding Inc.)
6,382.23
City of Harrisburg 13-002-032 Capital Region Water
32.90
City Treasurer
32.83
Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems
Inc.
4,114.88
City of Harrisburg 13-055-026 City Treasurer
1,515.20
Capital Region Water
198.21
Frances Morris
5,235.28
City of Harrisburg 13-071-006 City Treasurer
2,010.46
Capital Region Water
1,889.75
County of Dauphin, Board of
Commissioners
2,473.00
Jennifer M. Sobona
9,304.25
City of Harrisburg 13-072-020 City Treasurer
936.89
Capital Region Water
5,418.86
City of Harrisburg 13-076-006 City Treasurer
1,513.62
Capital Region Water
373.84
U.S. Mortgage Resolution LLC 9,130.38
City of Harrisburg 15-009-024 City Treasurer
700.97
Capital Region Water
700.97
Middletown Boro. 40-003-026 Middletown Borough
3,618.96
Suez Water (Middletown)
741.60
Deutsche Bank National
Trust Co.
11,728.71
Middletown Boro. 41-011-008 Middletown Borough
795.11
Suez Water
(Middletown)
1,549.51
PNC Bank, National
Association
13,253.36
Middletown Boro. 42-028-004-052-0498
Middletown Borough
56.41
Middletown Boro. 42-035-030 Middletown Borough
1,196.08
Suez Water (Middletown)
1,419.84
Jennifer A. McNamara
10,607.67
Penbrook Boro.
49-004-009 Penbrook Borough Authority
340.89
Lynn A. & Patrice A. Rothrock 5,882.05
Royalton Boro.
53-002-032 Borough of Royalton (Electric)
302.01
Borough of Royalton
255.94
Delores M. Biesecker
17,228.31
Steelton Boro.
58-006-008 Frank K. Matthews
4,166.23
Steelton Boro.
59-007-010 Estate of Richard H. Roberts
5,590.78
Steelton Boro.
60-004-005 Steelton Borough Authority
271.45
Borough of Steelton
194.47
Susquehanna Twp. 62-027-136 Susquehanna Township Authority1,317.92
Susquehanna Twp. 62-030-080 Wells Fargo Bank
5,528.96
Swatara Twp.
63-029-006 Swatara Township Authority
66.00
LSFB Master Participation Trust 53,911.72
Williamstown Boro. 71-003-004 Williamstown Borough
1,101.52
Liberty Savings Bank, F.S.B.
500.74
Williams Twp.
72-006-016 Trisha L. Graff
2,556.05
Middle Paxton Twp. 43-024-007 (Sold at Upset Sale 9/25/17)
Neidlinger Enterprises LLC
16,253.33
#153DC 0501DC-1T

YARD/GARAGE SALES
WOODRIDGE COMMUNITY
MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE
Lower Swatara Twp., Middletown

Sat., May 11 • 7 a.m.-?
Rain date: May 18, same hours

ANNUAL WISHES FOR DREW
FUNDRAISER YARD SALE
635 Vine St., Middletown

Sat., May 4 • 8 a.m.-?
Food, jewelry and much more!

INSIDE YARD SALE

Middletown Presbyterian Congregation
Union & Water Sts.

Sat., May 4 • 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Baked goods, soup and sandwich sale

YARD SALE

472 Edinburgh Rd., Middletown

Sat., May 4 • 7 a.m.-?
ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
• If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the
following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.publicnoticepa.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOREIGN BUSINESS
WITHDRAWAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Smallwood, Reynolds, Stewart,
Stewart & Associates, Inc., a foreign
business corporation incorporated
under the laws of the State of Georgia,
received a Certificate of Authority/Foreign Registration in Pennsylvania on
March 10, 1998, and will surrender its
Certificate of Authority/Foreign Registration to do business in Pennsylvania.
Its last registered office in this Commonwealth was located at 600 North
2nd Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17101, and the last registered office
of the corporation shall be deemed
for venue and official publication
purposes to be located in Dauphin
County, Pennsylvania.
The post office address, including
street and number, if any, to which
process may be sent in an action or
proceeding upon any liability incurred
before the filing of the application for
termination of authority is 600 North
2nd Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
17101.
#155 0501-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters
Testamentary have been granted
in the following estate. All persons
indebted to the said estate are required
to make payments and those having
claims or demands are to present the
same without delay to the Executors
named below.
ESTATE OF RICHARD E. NEIDICH,
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania,
(died March 16, 2019).
Joseph E. Thomas, Jr., Executor and
Michael Cherewka, Attorney, 624 North
Front Street,
Wormleysburg, PA 17043
#154 0501-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

FOR SALE
For sale: Exercise Equipment:
Weslo Pursuit 5.2.8 Exercise
Cycle, and Precor Low-Impact
Climber 714/718E, $300 cash
for both; G.E. Top Freezer/
Refrigerator 20.8 cubic foot,
$400, G.E. Electric Range,
$300, Frigidaire Dishwasher,
$50, cash for all. Call 717-5794590.
For sale: Total Gym Ultra.
Paid $270 new, will sell for $185.
Bought from QVC, used very
little. Call 717-939-6162.

MISCELLANEOUS
Dental Insurance: Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance
company for details. NOT
just a discount plan, REAL
coverage for 350 procedures.
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad#
6118
A PLACE FOR MOM: The
nation’s Largest senior living
referral service. Contact our
trusted,local experts today! Our
service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-855-400-1032

EMPLOYMENT

Hiring
part-time
delivery
drivers.

RESIDENTIAL
¢ COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

¢ INDUSTRIAL

• no special license
Fully Insured
¢ Shingle Roofing ¢ Rubber
Roofing Certified
required
forRoofing
Your
¢ Slate
¢ Flat• Roof
Specialists
c

omfortable,
clean
¢ Roof
Coating
¢ Roof Repairs & Replacement
Protection
company vehicles
¢ Fully Insured for
Your
• m
ostlyProtection
4-6 hr. monthly/
717-566-5100 Satisfaction
¢ Satisfaction Guaranteed
Guaranteed
weekly evening runs
• company pallet jack
Shingle Roofing
Rubber Roofing Certified
Serving Central
Pennsylvania since
1974for loading &
provided
Slate Roofing
Flat Roof Specialists
unloading
of skids
Roof Repairs & Replacement
Roof Coating
• great for anyone looking
Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974
for extra income

717-566-5100

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV
Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke
Detectors

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians • Fully Insured
40 Years Experience
Residential & Commercial Wiring
Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

Spring Garden Drive to
get temporary fix; work
for long-term discussed
By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Work to temporarily reopen Spring
Garden Drive, which was closed after
a sinkhole formed above a stormwater culvert, might start as early
as today.
Part of Spring Garden Drive past
the intersection at Lumber Street
has been closed since February, and
at the April 17 meeting, the Board
of Commissioners were told that
the township received three bids to
construct a temporary bridge that
would allow the road to be re-opened.
The lowest bid was from Redrock
Construction for $9,400, and township
engineer Andrew Kenworthy recommended using Redrock’s services.
Township manager Betsy McBride
told the Press & Journal that Redrock
was starting work on the temporary
fix to re-open Spring Garden Drive
either on Wednesday or Thursday.
In the meantime, the commissioners discussed permanent fixes to the
intersection. At a meeting earlier in
April, staff suggested replacing the
failed culvert along with two other
nearby culverts — one on Spring
Garden Drive and one on Lumber
Street — and a sanitary sewer pipe.
Kenworthy said some commissioners indicated that they might not be
interested in replacing the Lumber
Street culvert, which he said is in
“decent shape.” However, costs for
design, permitting and construction
would be saved if all three were done
at the same time, he said.
The commissioners unanimously
approved an April 10 proposal for
engineering services for two culverts
submitted by township consulting engineers and Kenworthy’s firm, HRG.
Township Director of Public Works
Lester Lanman told the Press & Journal that under the proposal, HRG’s
compensation would be $75,600,
which is $17,900 less than the firm’s
proposal to replace all three culverts.
Commissioner Michael Davies
recalled driving through 8 inches of

Commissioner Ron Paul
water in the intersection of Lumber
Street and Spring Garden Drive.
“It is the Lumber Street culvert that
is backed up as it were completely
filled with water, and the water is going over the Lumber Street culvert,”
Davies said.
He said he was interested in improving the Lumber Street culvert,
and asked if the culvert had enough
capacity. Kenworthy said a hydraulic
analysis, which would calculate the
flows and capacity and how raising
the intersection would affect properties downstream, would have to be
completed.
The snowball is getting bigger, said
Commissioner Ron Paul.
“We’ve got an immediate problem
here [that] we’re trying to fix. Nobody
is saying that the other culvert doesn’t
need to be addressed at some point in
time. I think my concern is, let’s get
done what we’ve got to get done now,
[and] put that other on [Director of
Public Works Lester Lanman’s] list
to do things because it’s going to be
bigger than we think,” Paul said.
Vice President Todd Truntz asked
about the lifespan of the Lumber
Street culvert.
“If it’s at risk of failing in five years,
then I think maybe we ought to consider” doing all three, Truntz said.
“I don’t think we’re in that five-year
window. I think we have a little longer,” Kenworthy responded, adding
that he could give the commissioners
more information on the lifespan.
Kenworthy anticipated that construction on the two culverts would
begin in spring or summer of 2020.

Indecent assault case vs. former
priest who once served in
Steelton moves to county court
By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The case against a former Catholic
priest who once served at St. Ann
Church in Steelton is heading to the
Court of Common Pleas.
John G. Allen, 75, of York, was
charged in March with two misdemeanor counts of indecent assault of
a person younger than 13 years of age,
two misdemeanor counts of indecent
assault of a person younger than 16
years of age and two misdemeanor
counts of corruption of minors, according to online court records.
Allen had a preliminary hearing
before District Judge Joseph S. Lindsey, and online court records indicate
that his charges were held for court.
He is scheduled to appear before
Court of Common Pleas Judge
Deborah Curcillo on June 7, although
Allen’s attorney, Brian W. Perry of
Perry Shore Weisenberger & Zemlock, filed a notice of his intent to
waive a formal arraignment.
Allen is accused of sexually assaulting two altar boys while he
was a priest at St. Margaret Mary
Alacoque in Harrisburg, according
to the affidavit.
Allen was identified in both a
Diocese of Harrisburg list of clergy
members who had been accused
of sexually abusing a child and a
Pennsylvania Attorney General’s

report compiled by
a grand jury that
investigated child
sexual abuse allegations in six
Catholic dioceses,
including Harrisburg.
The AG’s report Allen
said that Allen
served at churches in Lebanon, Gettysburg, Selinsgrove, Lancaster, New
Cumberland, Harrisburg and St. Ann
in Steelton.
Allen was transferred to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque in 1995 and was
there until 2002.
According to the affidavit, Allen allegedly assaulted one victim over 10
times from when the victim was 10 to
13 from 1999 to 2002 when the diocese
removed Allen from the church. Allen
allegedly would come up behind the
victim while he was serving as an
altar boy at St. Margaret Mary and
grab his buttocks.
A second victim made allegations
against Allen that he grabbed his
buttocks and touched his genital area
while he was serving as an altar boy at
St. Margaret Mary when he was 12 to
14 from 1997 to 1999, according to the
affidavit. Pope Benedict XVI removed
him from the priesthood in 2006.
Online court records indicate that
Allen’s bail was set at $25,000, which
was posted.
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“Nobody is saying that the
other culvert doesn’t need to
be addressed at some point
in time. I think my concern
is, let’s get done what we’ve
got to get done now.”
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DISTRIBUTOR: Flood concerns
From page A1

Township. The company supplies beer to bars, grocery stores
and restaurants.
Wilsbach is proposing to build
and move operations into a
284,260-square-foot warehouse
with a 15,050-square-foot, twostory office with 150 parking
spaces. Currently, Wilsbach has
110 employees, including 88 fulltime staff.
Wilsbach Distributors’ attorney David Getz estimated that
construction would start in 2020,
but they still need to get approvals from other agencies before
they can move dirt.
The main access to the warehouse would be off Oberlin Road
to the west of Longview Drive,
but there would be an emergency
entrance off Longview.
The land that Wilsbach wants
to develop is two tracts. The company is proposing to combine the
tracts and subdivide off about 6
acres across the street.
Oberlin Road is two lanes in
front of the proposed distribution facility.
According to project engineer
Judd Dayton, Wilsbach is proposing to widen Oberlin along the
entrance to install turn lanes into
the facility, and the left turn lane
would mostly be used by cars.
Getz said Wilsbach sends out
about 30 delivery trucks every
morning between 5 and 7 a.m.
Ten to 20 trucks come into the
facility throughout the day.
Trucks would turn left out of
the warehouse toward Swatara
Township.
Wilsbach is proposing to taper
Oberlin past their entrance toward Longview Drive back into
the existing width. Wilsbach
requested a waiver to not widen
Oberlin outside of the entrance.
The board denied the waiver,
expressing a desire to extend the
right-hand turn lane to Longview
Drive.
Getz said they placed the entrance in the “best spot” they
could on Oberlin Road. The
entrance would be in the 35 mph
zone.
Commission member Kimber
Latsha said drivers still go 50
mph after the speed limit goes
down from 50 to 35 mph. He’s
seen near-accidents there when
drivers suddenly turn on their
turn signal to turn.
Making the road wider doesn’t
make it safer, and extending the
turn lane to Longview Drive may
encourage the vehicles in the

“If this is not
constructed properly
and not overseen during
that construction phase,
then we’re talking about
potential loss of life, not
just property. We could
be sleeping through a
thunderstorm and have
a hundred-foot rise-up
to where this pond is
coming in our direction.”
Resident Jim Rodgers
non-turn lane to drive, Getz said.
Wilsbach’s plans also still have
to go before the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation
for a highway occupancy permit,
and the board said they will be
overruled if PennDOT doesn’t allow the turn lane to be extended.
The planning commission
recommended a waiver, which
would not require the company
to widen Longview Drive and
Highland Street, and deferred
curbing and sidewalks.

Stormwater concerns
Concerns and questions also
were raised regarding emergency access to the south part of
the facility, buffers over a utility
easement on Longview Drive and
the three proposed infiltration
basins to absorb stormwater
runoff after construction.
The planning commission
members asked if a fence could
be placed around the basin near
the Little Hollywood Park.
However, Rodgers, Wilsbach’s
future neighbor, was concerned
about the basin, which he said is
above his property. He asked the
township to monitor construction of the basin.
“If this is not constructed properly and not overseen during that
construction phase, then we’re
talking about potential loss of
life, not just property. We could
be sleeping through a thunderstorm and have a hundred-foot
rise-up to where this pond is
coming in our direction,” he said.
The stipulations for approving
the plan included adding a fence
around the infiltration basin and
buffer in an area on Longview
Drive that wasn’t included in
the plan because of a utility
easement.
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Newcomer Dew seeks council seat
Five Democrats running for four spots in May 21 primary; Reid won’t be on ballot
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Phyllis J. Dew has devoted her
life to fighting for children and
youth as a social worker for more
than 40 years.
In more recent years, Dew
has been a leader in confronting
substance abuse and its myriad
impacts — such as the challenges
facing grandparents who are
thrust in the role of raising their
own grandchildren because of the
opioid epidemic.
These issues loom everywhere,
including in Middletown — where
Dew wants to put her experience
to work as a member of borough
council.
Four seats are open on the
seven-member council in the 2019
election.
One new face is guaranteed to
be sworn in come Jan. 1, 2020, as
Councilor Robert Reid is not seeking re-election.
Dew is among four newcomers
on the ballot for council in the May
21 primary.
She and Erin M. Blake are both
on the Democratic ballot, along
with incumbents Angela Lloyd,
Ellen Willenbecher and Michael
Woodworth, all of whom were
appointed to council in 2018 and
whom are all now running for a
full four-year term. Lloyd serves

By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Londonderry Township’s former office manager is running to
become a township supervisor.
Beth Graham, who worked for
the township for more than 10
years, is running as a Republican.
“I love the residents of Londonderry Township, and I miss
serving them. As a supervisor, I
can listen to them and advocate
for them,” Graham said.
She is running against incumbents Mel Hershey and Anna
Dale, who are also running for

New data from the Center for
Survey Research at Penn State
University Harrisburg illustrates
Pennsylvanians’ views on the
state’s opioid crisis.
Using responses from Pennsylvania adults from the center’s Lion
Poll conducted in fall 2018, the data
shows that half of Pennsylvanians
know someone who has been addicted to opioids. Younger adults
were more likely to know someone

consistent, which Davies said
meant everyone would need to
get a permit.

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety
inspections for all passenger cars and
light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.
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838-7700

re-election as
Republicans.
With two
seats up for
grabs, only two
Re p u b l i c a n s
will advance to
the November
election.
Graham
Graham was
born and raised in the area. She’s
lived in Londonderry for the past
28 years. She works as the supervisor of the special events and
summer programs department
for Elizabethtown College.
She worked for the township

from 2004-2016 as the office manager where she said she was “exposed to every aspect of what it
takes to run a municipality.”
She also worked at Conewago
Township for a year, where she
said she was the only full-time
office employee.
“While our current supervisors
are wonderful people, they lack
the firsthand experience I have in
knowing the operations from the
inside and knowing what questions to ask and where to find the
answers myself without having to
go through the manager or staff,”
Graham said.

She said the biggest challenge
facing the township and every
level of government is a lack of
transparency; people are busy and
not many attend meetings.
“As supervisors we need to
understand the issues ourselves,
be engaged with the public and
provide full disclosure on the issues facing our municipality so
the residents are fully informed
and have the opportunity to weigh
in,” Graham said.
This is her first time running for
office. Graham said working as a
township employee, there wasn’t
a reason to run.

PSU Harrisburg data looks at residents’ views on opioids

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

944-4407

She is a certified recovery
specialist. Her concern over substance abuse led her to become a
member of the advisory board of
the Dauphin County Department
of Drug & Alcohol Services.
She just completed her first twoyear term on the advisory board,
and is now embarking on a second
two-year term.
More recently, Dew got involved
in state government looking at policy changes to expand the rights of
grandparents who find themselves
raising their own grandchildren
because of the opioid crisis.
The state in researching the
issue interviewed grandparents
all over Pennsylvania. Dew was
invited to be on a panel of grandparents put together from Harrisburg.
In July 2018, new state legislation became effective that expands
the custody rights of grandparents
and other caregivers.
In October 2018, Gov. Tom Wolf
signed two other bills to provide
more support and to remove
barriers to resources for these
“grandfamilies.”
An ordained minister, Dew is
active in her church in Harrisburg,
Gospel Fellowship. She is also a
chaplain assistant who attends to
the spiritual needs of the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at UPMC
Pinnacle Hospital in Harrisburg.

who has been addicted to opioids.
The data shows that, despite the
widespread opioid epidemic, only
one-third of adult Pennsylvanians
are worried that they could become addicted to prescription pain
medications. That number goes
up when they personally know
someone who has been addicted.
“The opioid epidemic continues
to grow in Pennsylvania,” said
Dr. Weston Kensinger, assistant

teaching professor of health education in the college’s School of
Behavioral Sciences and Education. “This recent data shows how
the opioid crisis affects different
Pennsylvanians. It is a useful way
to help researchers study the opioid epidemic and create targeted
solutions to the issue.”
To showcase the data, the Center
for Survey Research introduced
an interactive data dashboard,

which tells a story about the data.
The dashboard enables users to
see how data changes based on
different demographics and parameters.
Tim Servinsky, project manager
at the Center for Survey Research,
said the dashboard allows users
to examine some of the center’s
insights, while also providing the
opportunity for them to find their
own insights.

PSU: ‘Oftentimes there is not unlimited parking,’ commissioner says
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know,” Dew said. But she sounds
eager to learn. “I live in the community. I would like to be a part
of what is going on. I need to learn
more about what the big issues
are here.”
Dew lives in an apartment in
Pineford, so she could bring to the
council table the perspective of a
renter — a perspective now underrepresented on council.
Council is dominated by people
who own their own homes, including councilors who are landlords.
Yet in Middletown, nearly half
of all housing is rental, according
to demographic data.
Dew for more than 40 years
worked for the Allegheny County
Office of Children, Youth and
Families. She also worked for
Dauphin County Children and
Youth Services.
For more than 20 years Dew
ran her own counseling agency
focusing on foster and adoptive
children — Demage’ Inc. The name
is made up of the first two letters
of the names of Dew’s children.
Dew’s husband died in 2009.
Demage’ had contracts providing services to area adoption agencies and Dauphin County Children
and Youth Services, Dew said.
Dew is a 2016 graduate of the
Martin Luther King Leadership
Development Institute of Greater
Harrisburg.

Former office manager seeks Londonderry board

From page A1

Dailey’s Service
Station

as council
president and
Woodworth is
council vice
president.
As five Democrats are on
the ballot competing for four Dew
seats, one of
the five on the ballot will not advance to the general election in
November.
The other two newcomers are
on the Republican ballot, Richard
Kluskiewicz and David Rhen, who
previously served on Middletown
borough council. Kluskiewicz and
Rhen likely will both advance to
the November election.
The Press & Journal reached out
to all four prospective newcomers
for comment for this article. Only
Dew responded.
Dew, 73, is relatively new to
Middletown, having lived in the
borough two years as of this July.
She has never held elected office,
and this is her first time running.
But Dew says she has always
been “actively involved” in her
community, no matter where she
has lived.
Other than the social issues with
which she is intimately familiar,
Dew admits she doesn’t know what
the issues are in Middletown.
“I can’t talk about what I don’t
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“It becomes a burden in terms of
the cost of permitting. It becomes
an enforcement nightmare some
times,” Davies said.
He asked Police Chief Jeff Vargo
if he had experience and solutions
in a similar situation.
Vargo, who previously served in
Susquehanna Township, said they
used permits through a local ordinance in a specific neighborhood
around a school. Residents were
issued permits, and Vargo said it
became a “non-issue.”
Truntz told the Press & Journal
that this was the first time that
he heard concerns about parking

since he got on the board, adding
that the board would consider to
discuss the issue, especially if they
receive more complaints.
“I think the bottom line is people
need to be considerate of their
neighbor and understand that
oftentimes there is not unlimited
parking,” he said.

Rental concerns
Gregg Foltz, who lives in the
Woodridge development, asked
during the March 20 meeting if the
township had an ordinance similar to Middletown that prohibits
more than two unrelated people

living in the same single-family
dwelling.
Foltz said Triple Crown Corp.,
who is building townhouses in
the development, is advertising
for college students.
“The last thing we want coming
through out neighborhood is a
bunch of college kids, having three
or four kids in each [townhouse],”
Foltz said.
In an email, township Director
of Codes and Planning Don Fure
said Lower Swatara does not have
an ordinance against more than
two unrelated occupants living in
a residence.

HEROIC: Officer honored for efforts to save people
From page A1

but there were two people trapped
inside.
“Officer Lesko entered the rising floodwaters without a regard
of his own safety and approached
the vehicle,” Vargo said.
Lesko rescued the two people
from the car. The floodwater crested just below the roof of the car.
“It is without question that Officer Ryan Lesko’s heroic efforts
that evening allowed further
tragedy to be avoided,” Vargo said.
Just more than a year later, in
September 2018, police were called
to a house fire on Eshelman Street
in Highspire. It was just after 10:30
p.m. when the call came in.
A dress had been in the dryer
when Kristen Gassert saw the
flames in the laundry room. The
family fled, but it wasn’t until they

got outside that Gassert realized
that her baby daughter, Amarie,
was still inside, Gassert told the
Press & Journal in October.
Lesko and Highspire Police Officer Josh Reager were the first
to respond.
The Gasserts told the police
that Amarie was still inside. With
flames coming from the back of
the house and smoke billowing
from inside, Lesko went inside to
search for the baby.
There was little visibility inside,
and they had trouble breathing.
Gassert’s sister, Lauren, knew
where the baby was and ran
through a side door to rescue
Amarie.
Lesko called EMS to treat the
baby.
He grabbed his fire extinguisher
from his patrol car to try to control the fire that had engulfed the

laundry room until firefighters
arrived. Lesko was treated for
smoke inhalation.
According to Vargo, a hero is
“an ordinary person who faces
extraordinary circumstances and
acts with courage, honor and selfsacrifice.”
“I think you’ll agree with me that
Officer Lesko’s actions in both of
these incidents fits the definition
of hero as I described earlier,”
Vargo said.
The commissioners commended Lesko. Vice President Todd
Truntz said he remembered hiring
Lesko and being impressed with
him during his interview.
Recently, he did a ride-along
with Lesko.
“I was again reminded what a
good officer we have, and obviously
what we saw here tonight confirms
that,” Truntz said.
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Compassion with Fashion event
will feature latest in clothing
and adoptable dogs and cats
Adoptable dogs and cats, escorted by their human models,
will hit the catwalk on Sunday
for the 15th Compassion with
Fashion hosted by the Central
Pennsylvania Animal Alliance.
The event will take place at the
Sheraton Harrisburg/Hershey,
located at 4650 Lindle Road,
Harrisburg.
Doors open at noon, and guests
will enjoy a vegetarian lunch,
silent auction and raffle items,
door prizes and a show featuring

the latest fashions and adoptable
dogs and cats.
Guests will hear the stories
of two inmate handlers, now
paroled, who participated in
the Hounds of Prison Education
training and rehabilitation program for rescued dogs at the State
Correctional Institution in Camp
Hill. Several HOPE dogs will be in
attendance. All proceeds benefit
the HOPE program.
Tickets are available at www.
hopedogs.org.

Friends of Middletown Public Library

Spring Fundraising
Book Sale MAY 2 - MAY 18
ND

Thur., May 2nd: 4pm TO 8pm
Preview SALE $5 FEE
Sat., May 4th: 9am TO 4pm
Mon., May 6th: 9:30am TO 8pm
Tues., May 7th: 9:30am TO 8pm
Wed., May 8th: 9:30am TO 4pm
Thur., May 9th: 9:30am TO 8pm
Sat., May 11th: 9am TO 4pm
$
5 Bag & Bake SALE!

TH

Mon., May 13th: 4pm TO 8pm
$
4 Bag SALE!
Tues., May 14th: 4pm TO 8pm
$
4 Bag SALE!
Thur., May 16th: 4pm TO 8pm
$
4 Bag SALE!
Sat., May 18th: 9am TO 4pm
$
3 Bag SALE!

Serving the community since 1926

20 North Catherine Street • (717) 944-6412 • MiddletownPublicLib.org

WOODLAND: Mix of housing available in Middletown development
From page A1

at a time. Council so far has given
final approval to the first three
phases.
Phase 1 has the first four duplexes, including the one the
Mellingers are living in; and all
150 apartments.
Phase 2 covers 29 units, including another 20 duplexes and nine
townhouses. Phase 3 includes
another 29 units of single-family
homes and townhouses.
The home the Mellingers bought
is one of seven homes sold in
Woodland Hills so far, said Don
Beachy, sales representative for
CB Burkholder of Ephrata, the
homebuilder of the development.
Another three homes are under
contract to buyers as of April 30,
Beachy said.
The new homes have sold for
prices ranging from $235,434 to
$270,238, according to deeds posted
on the Dauphin County website.
Things were a bit slow over
winter but interest is picking up
with spring arriving, Beachy said.

Range of buyers
The first units available, the
duplexes, have attracted older
couples like the Mellingers, some
of whom are downsizing.
Now, Beachy can begin offering
single-family homes and townhomes, which he expects to attract
a broader range of prospective
buyers.
“We’ll be starting to see some
younger families who are wanting to grow into a home,” he said.
“With the townhomes, we are
hoping to attract first-time home-
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Save the Date!
The Frey Village Strawberry Festival benefits
the Activities Fund & Benevolent Care.

We’ll be accepting donations of new and gently used books,
puzzles, jewelry and silent-auction items for the Strawberry
Festival. Items may be dropped off at the front desk between
8 a.m. and 7 p.m. April 17 through May 15.

For information on becoming a vendor at the Strawberry Festival, please contact
Activities Director Tracy Klein at (717) 930-1225 or email KleinT@diakon.org.
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The first of five apartment buildings is completed and being leased in Woodland Hills. Four other apartment
buildings are to follow, all to be finished by mid-September of this year.
buyers into a little smaller home,
but one that is more affordable.”
The townhomes are priced in
the $210,000 range, Beachy said,
compared to the duplexes running
from $220,000 to $250,000, and the
single-family homes from $255,000
to the $310,000 range.
Another marketing plus are the
new upscale apartments becoming
available at the same time in Woodland Hills. The apartments are a
potential source of future buyers
for new homes in the development.
“That was our experience in the
Mount Joy area,” where CB Burkholder was building a housing
development next to a high-end
rental community, Beachy said.
The 150 apartment units in
Woodland Hills will be clustered
in five buildings.
The first apartment building
was finished in January. A “significant percentage” of units in the
first building are leased, according
to an email to the Press & Journal
from Lisa Forino Hermanovich,
director of sales for Forino, the
builder from Sinking Spring that
is constructing the apartments in
Woodland Hills.
More information about leasing
of the apartments could not be
obtained from Berger Rental Communities, the company managing
the apartments.
According to Hermanovich, the
second apartment building is to be
ready for occupancy in early May;
the third by mid-June, the fourth
in early August and the last by
mid-September.
“A good number” of units to be
available in these other buildings
have been pre-leased, Hermanovich said.
In May 2018, Forino said that the
apartments would rent for $1,195
per month for a one-bedroom/
one-bathroom, and $1,350 for a
two-bedroom/two-bathroom.

New residents
The apartment buildings have
their own separate entrance, so
that traffic doesn’t go past the
Mellingers’ house.
But the Mellingers can see a lot
more lights on at night in the first
apartment building these days.
All the homebuyers in Woodland
Hills, including the Mellingers, are
also new to Middletown.
The Mellingers lived in their
first home off Union Deposit Road
for 31 years until 2016, when Ken
and Beth moved into Londonderry
Village in Palmyra to care for
Beth’s parents.
Beth’s mother had Alzheimer’s
Disease, and her father couldn’t
care for her on his own anymore.

“We wanted to try to live
somewhere where there is
a different culture. Here
we get to establish it.”
Ken Mellinger
Beth’s mother died in 2017 and
her father in June 2018. Ken and
Beth needed another place to live,
but didn’t want to go back to their
home in Union Deposit because
they were renting it out to someone
who wanted to buy it.
They needed to stay in the area.
Ken is a part-time pastor at the new
Living Hope Church on Schoolhouse Road in Londonderry Township, and also works part-time for
his son doing real estate closings.
They wanted to be close to Route
283, as Ken’s job for his son frequently sends him up the highway
in both directions.
They also needed a place with
the laundry, bedroom and garage
all on the main floor so Beth, who
has bad knees, wouldn’t have to go
up and down.
They looked in Hummelstown,
Mount Joy and Elizabethtown,
but couldn’t find anything that
worked.
One day at a family event they
ran into Tom Kile of H-T Partners,
who had owned the Woodland Hills
property for years. Tom is married
to Beth’s cousin.
Homes are finally going up
in Woodland Hills, Kile told the
Mellingers.
Ken said they had considered
Middletown “an afterthought” for
a home because the borough had
a reputation for high taxes.
But in every other respect Woodland Hills was shaping up as the
place to be. The first floor layout
was ideal.
The house also had the exposed
basement with windows and a
separate entrance that the Mellingers wanted, big enough for
family get-togethers with all 16
grandchildren.
Ken at first had concerns about
Middletown Area High School, but
after doing some research learned
it was one of the higher-rated
schools in Dauphin County.
Being in their 60s, the Mellingers
don’t have plans for more kids. But
a good school district is a plus in
terms of a home’s resale value,
Ken said.
Six days after moving in on Dec.
15, the Mellingers had the whole
family over, 22 people around two
tables in the basement. They all
stayed overnight.
Their new home has four bed-

rooms, including three on the
second floor and one on the first.
Ken’s office in the basement can
be counted as a fifth bedroom,
Beth says. Everyone who visits is
surprised over how much room
there is inside, compared to how
it looks outside.
At 2,800 square feet including
the basement, their new house
in Woodland Hills is much larger
than their old house in Lower
Paxton Township.
Yet their electric bill in Woodland Hills is much less — about $70
a month compared to $150. They
also have natural gas, which is to
be available throughout Woodland
Hills.
The taxes they pay living in
Middletown are about $1,000 a year
higher than in their old house in
Lower Paxton Township. But the
lower utility costs in Woodland
Hills compensates for that, Ken
says. “It’s a wash.”

Address challenges
Changing the address on their
driver’s license was a bit of a challenge because, as with GPS, their
new address in Woodland Hills
didn’t show up in the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation
system.
They had to bring their mail
to PennDOT to document that
their new address existed, but
they couldn’t get the post office to
deliver their mail at first because
— you guessed it, they didn’t exist.
It took about 30 days to get it
straightened out, but now the
Mellingers get home-delivered
mail just like normal people. They
were the guinea pigs, but anyone
else moving into Woodland Hills
shouldn’t have the same issue.
None of the roads in Woodland
Hills have been deeded over to the
borough yet, but that hasn’t been
a problem either. The contractor
working for CB Burkholder did a
good job plowing the roads over
winter, Ken says.
The Mellingers look forward to
welcoming new neighbors. Beth
wants to have a block party, as
soon as there’s an entire block of
people to invite.
In their old house in Lower Paxton, the Mellingers were outsiders
moving into a long-established
neighborhood. People stuck to
themselves, and it was hard to
fit in.
But here, in on the start of Woodland Hills, the Mellingers feel they
have a unique opportunity.
“We wanted to try to live somewhere where there is a different
culture,” Ken said. “Here we get
to establish it.”

4/23/19 12:20 PM

REACH THOUSANDS OF VOTERS.
HIGHLY EFFECTIVE CAMPAIGN MESSAGING AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.
YOUR MESSAGE. YOUR CAMPAIGN.
YOUR COMMUNITY.

Calling all
candidates!
Reserve your space today!
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MAHS baseball
goes 0-2 for week
Those two teams, both of which
had defeated the Blue Raiders
earlier in the season, again
showed why they are still sitting
on top of the division by posting
big victories over the Raiders and
other teams in the conference.
On April 22, host Northern
York shut out the Raiders 11-0

By Larry Etter

Press & Journal Staff

After flying along with a sixgame winning streak, the Middletown varsity baseball team
came crashing back to Earth last
week, suffering a pair of losses
to Mid-Penn Conference Capital
Division leaders East Pennsboro
and Northern York.

Please see BASEBALL, page B2

60TH
ANNIVERSARY

Sale Kick Off!

PORK LOINS
8 LB AVG

499

ea.

160
lb.

WHOLE RED
SEEDLESS
WATERMELON

MUST BUY 10 LBS+

50¢
lb.

1

$

FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS

ea.

USDA WHOLE CHOICE
BONELESS

NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG

1 PINT RED GRAPE
TOMATOES

599

10 FOR

4

$

lb.

FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS

CHICKEN THIGHS
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

139
lb.

6 OZ LA YOGURT

499

ea.

24 PK 12 OZ

PEPSI CUBES

MUST BUY 2 · LIMIT 4
SINGLES $5.99 EA

LIVE MAINE
LOBSTERS
1.5 LB AVG SIZE

ORDER FOR PICK UP
MAY 2ND - 5TH

9

$ 99
REGULAR

1099

$

STEAMED

NEW BLOOMFIELD CARLISLE HARRISBURG
HERSHEY
582-4028
545-4731
533-6445
218-8588
BOILING SPRINGS LEMOYNE MIDDLETOWN MECHANICSBURG
763-0165
944-7486
901-6967
258-1458

PRICES EFFECTIVE 4/30/19 - 5/6/19

KARNSFOODS.COM

www.KarnsFoods.com

FRESH WHOLE BONELESS

No Card
Needed
To Save!

Lowest
Prices
on Swiss
Premium
Milk

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Tony Mrakovich shows off his truck to the Press & Journal on April 5.

KEEP ON TRUCKIN’
Mrakovich makes moves to NASCAR Gander Series

By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Tony Mrakovich debuted in the
NASCAR Xfinity Series last year,
and now the 20-year-old racer
has decided to start his own team
called Tony Mrakovich Racing.
This season, Mrakovich is participating in the NASCAR Gander
Outdoors Truck Series, moving
from racing cars to trucks. He
and his team wanted to qualify
at the Martinsville Speedway in
Ridgeway, Virginia, on March 23,
but they ran into technical issues.
His life on the track doesn’t
mean he’s planning to stop working at Street Stores Hardware at
115 E. Main St. in Middletown.

“I’m sure there are a lot of people who are doubting me
right now. I’m enjoying it.”
Tony Mrakovich
That’s the store of his dad, Shane.
He has cut down his hours to give
him more time to work in his
makeshift shop in a storage unit
off River Road in Londonderry
Township.
He also hasn’t given up on cars,
with an ultimate goal to run in the
Monster Energy NASCAR Cup
Series. Driver Carl Long recently
reached out and asked Tony to race
in the Xfinity Series as part of his
team MBM Motorsports, although
Shane said he didn’t know how

many Xfinity races Tony would
take part in.
Shane is proud of Tony for starting his own team.
“It shows that he’s not scared of
hard work. It would be a lot easier
to ride the shirttails of another
team and just drive, but wanting to
build your own team from scratch
shows sacrifice, too,” Shane said.
His next race is at the Dover
International Speedway in Delaware on May 3. He plans to race
in Charlotte, North Carolina;

Daytona; the Chicago area; Texas;
and the Poconos throughout the
rest of the season.
“At first it’s nerve-wracking because it doesn’t mean much until
you prove you can have speed out
of it. … I’m sure there are a lot of
people who are doubting me right
now. I’m enjoying it,” Mrakovich
said of having his own team.
Mrakovich spent two years in
the ARCA Menards Series before
making his debut in the Xfinity
Series, the stock car series one
step below the NASCAR circuit,
as part of the JGL Racing team.
Every time Mrakovich got into
a truck or Xfinity Series car, he

Please see TRUCKIN’, page B2

MABA marks its 60th

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This picture, taken with the help of Middletown Volunteer Fire Department, shows all the teams playing in this year's Middletown Amateur Baseball
Association season gathered on the field at Oak Hill Park for opening day festivities on Saturday. This year marks the 60th anniversary of the MABA's
founding in 1959. A total of 160 boys and girls are signed up to play this season.

Annual Mother’s Day
Brunch & Flower Sale!
On...

The Middletown Home Grand Garden Terrace

Saturday, May 11th, 10 am to 1 pm

Enjoy: Large Hanging Basket Flower Sale, Delicious Brunch &
Live Music provided by Silverheel

Celebrate Your Mom at The Middletown Home
999 WEST HARRISBURG PIKE, MIDDLETOWN, PA

Happy Mother’s Day!

Middletown softball beats East Pennsboro
The Middletown softball team won one and lost two
in the last week to stand at 7-6 on the season.
The Blue Raiders won at East Pennsboro but lost at
home to Northern York and at James Buchanan.
They are No. 11 in the PIAA District III Class 4A
power rankings. The top 10 make the postseason.
In a 9-6 win last Wednesday vs. East
Pennsboro, the Blue Raiders picked
up 10 hits and Noelle Zimmerman got
the win on the mound, giving up six
runs on eight hits in seven innings.
She struck out five.
Luvi Balliet hit a home run for
Middletown.
Hayli Akakpo-Martin and Carly
Akakpo-Martin
Dupes both had two hits.
On Thursday, in a 12-5 loss at Northern York, Jenna
Alford took the loss on the mound, allowing 12 hits and
12 runs in seven innings. She struck out one.
Camilia Martinez had two hits for Middletown.
Middletown lost at James Buchanan on Monday,
11-1. Madison Gipe was the losing pitcher, giving up
10 runs on 13 hits in 2 1/3 innings. She struck out one.
Kate Fitzpatrick and Alyse Ulrich each had a hit for
Middletown.

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DAWN ZIMMERMAN

Noelle Zimmerman fires April 24 vs. East Pennsboro.
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Former Steelton
cop gets probation
for stealing money
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Former Steelton police officer
Scott Rupert was sentenced to
two years’ probation in Dauphin
County Court on April 4 after
pleading guilty to stealing money
from the department evidence room.
Rupert, 47,
of Newberry
Road in Londonderry
Tow n s h i p,
was
s e n - Rupert
tenced by
Judge Deborah E. Curcillo after pleading
guilty to one count of theft by
unlawful taking-movable property, a misdemeanor.
His sentence includes paying
$500 in fines and costs, and a
prohibition against using drugs
and alcohol while on probation,
according to court documents.
According to a criminal complaint filed by investigators with
the Dauphin County District Attorney’s Office on Jan. 18, Rupert
stole money from the Steelton
Police Department evidence

room from Aug. 19, 2009, until
“on or about” Feb. 20, 2017.
The total amount stolen was
$1,000 “more or less,” according
to the complaint.
The investigation was prompted by an audit by Steelton
police of the evidence room.
It determined that money was
missing, but that otherwise all
narcotics and any other items
in the evidence room had been
accounted for, Steelton Police
Chief Anthony Minium told the
Press & Journal in January.
The audit was completed in
early August 2018, Minium said.
The borough following internal
consultations referred the case
to the DA’s office in November.
Rupert was hired by Steelton in
2003 and made full-time in March
2005, Minium said.
Toward the end of 2007 Rupert
was given the added duty of being
the evidence technician for his
platoon, giving him regular access to the department evidence
room and evidence computer.
Rupert was placed on administrative leave status shortly before
Christmas 2018. He resigned
from Steelton Police Department
on Jan. 5.

MAHS students honored
for voter registration efforts
Middletown Area High School
students for the second year in
a row are among those being
recognized throughout Pennsylvania for their voter registration
efforts.
On Monday, acting Secretary
of State Kathy Boockvar presented Governor’s Civic Engagement
Awards to Middletown and nine
other high schools in central and
northeast Pennsylvania that registered to vote at least 65 percent
of eligible students.
Middletown was among eight
high schools that received Gold
Level awards for registering
85 percent or more of eligible
students.
Boiling Springs and Carlisle
Area high schools were among
the nine others receiving awards
Monday.
Middletown also received a
Gold Level award in 2018, the

first year that the Governor’s
Civic Engagement Awards were
presented.
The program encourages eligible Pennsylvania high school
students to participate in elections as voter registration drive
organizers, voters and poll
workers. Students are eligible to
register if they are 18 years of age
or will turn 18 on or before the
date of the next primary, special,
municipal or general election.
The state awards are presented
in collaboration with Inspire
U.S., a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that trains and assists
students working to increase
voter participation.
Middletown is one of 23 high
schools earning the awards
statewide out of 63 schools that
participated. A total of 3,109
students were registered to vote
through the program.

Rep. Kim to hold Correctional Town Hall
State Rep. Patty Kim, D-Dauphin County, will host a Correctional Town Hall on Pennsylvania’s state prisons at 6 p.m. May 1
at the Camp Curtain YMCA, 2135
N. Sixth St., Harrisburg.
It will provide a forum to get answers about vending machines,
virtual video visits, grievances,

inmate abuse, County prison and
probation, who can get (inmate)
medical information, and new
initiatives, Kim’s office said.
There will be employers present for job seekers, and representatives from state agencies to
provide information on services.
Kim and her staff will be on hand.

Sharp Cuts
124 W. Main Street, Middletown
10% Senior
Citizen
Discount
Everyday!

944-1000

• • • HOURS • • •
Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8
Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

BASEBALL: Middletown struggles in pair of conference match-ups
From page B1

in five innings. On Wednesday, visiting East
Pennsboro topped the Middletown nine 16-1, for
a pair of division losses. The setbacks, along
with a rainout on Friday at Boiling Springs,
left the Blue Raiders with a 6-5 record as the
season’s second half got under way. They stand
at No. 12 in the PIAA District III Class 4A power
rankings. The top 10 make the postseason.
The team was scheduled to play at Camp Hill
on Tuesday, host a home game with SteeltonHighspire on Thursday, and step out of the
division at Lower Dauphin on Friday.

Northern York 11, Middletown 0
The underdog Blue Raiders got off to a promising start at Northern last Monday, loading
the bases in the top of the first inning with
a pair of singles and a one-out walk against
Polar Bears starter Eddie Ensor.
Scott Ash led off the game with a hit to center
field and Garrett Miller followed with a single
through the gap to put the first two batters on
base. With one out, Ray Truntz drew a base
on balls to fill the bags with runners. Ensor
struck out the next two batters to end the
Middletown threat.
Ensor really settled in after that opening
frame and ended up with 10 strikeouts, issued
just two more walks and yielded a lone single
in the third through fourth innings. Tommy
Molsky had a 1-2-3 inning in the top of the fifth
to preserve the shutout and end the game early.
The Polar Bears scored 6 runs off Middletown
starter Brady Keyser in the bottom of the first
inning to set the tone for the win. Seven hits by
the home team led to an early 6-0 lead.
A base on balls by A.J. Stains in the second
inning and a two-out single by Truntz in the
third went unrewarded.
Keyser settled in on the mound and pitched
no-hit innings in the bottoms of the second
and third frames to keep the score unchanged
after three.
In the top of the fourth, the Blue Raiders had
a chance to break their scoreless status when
Justin Yohn drew a one-out walk and Keyser
was safe on an error. But they, too, were left
stranded by Ensor and the Northern defense.
The Polar Bears broke out with a 5-run fifth
for an 11-0 lead that led to the short game. Five
hits, including a 2-run triple by Tanner Merovich, keyed the run barrage before reliever Mike
Tuffy got the final out. Needing a pair of runs
to keep the game going, the Raiders, instead,
came up empty in the top of the fifth, ending
the game for the winners.

Left, Middletown's A.J. Stains bats April 22 during
a home loss to Northern York. Above, Ray Truntz
leads off first.

East Pennsboro 16, Middletown 1
The only real highlight of the game for the
Raiders was Keyser’s two-out single in the
bottom of the fifth inning that broke up Mike
Morales’ no-hit bid.
Morales was cruising along with the shutout
and was one out away from posting the nohitter when pinch hitter Keyser stroked a clean
single to center that drove in Tim Wagner from
second for the Raiders’ lone score of the game.
The RBI kept the game going another inning,
but the Panthers erupted for six runs in the
top of the sixth to push the home team into a
16-1 hole, essentially locking up the win prior

to the Middletown team’s final at bats in the
bottom of the stanza.
East Pennsboro scored 1 run in the top of the
second and 3 each in the third, fourth and fifth
innings against Middletown starter Miller to
go up on top 10-0.
Cam Peters drew a walk to lead off the second
but was left stranded, and the Raiders were sat
down in order in the third and fourth frames.
Peters was the only Middletown runner to
reach base until Wagner walked to lead off the

fifth. With two outs, Keyser broke up Morales’
no-hit bid with his pinch hit single that made
it a 10-1 game.
Yohn relieved Miller with a runner on first
to start the top of the sixth, but the Panthers
took advantage of a hit batsman, a pair of
walks and a 2-run triple by Alejandro Escalet
to add four runs to their lead.
An RBI single by Nick Embleton and a
fielder’s choice ground ball pushed in two more
runs as the visitors jumped out to a 16-1 lead.
In the home half of the sixth, Miller drew
a one-out walk but reliever Escalet ended it
with a pair of ground-outs to seal the victory.

TRUCKIN’: Mrakovich likes to get his hands dirty in truck series
From page B1

said he raced with a new team, and
Mrakovich said it’s hard to work
with team members that you don’t
know. Additionally, he couldn’t be
as hands-on.
“That’s power to the other drivers that can climb into something
that you’ve never touched and be
just as confident. I think that it
gives me a little more confidence
climbing in it, knowing that I
tightened that bolt,” he said.
Plus, there are perks to having
his own team, such as deciding
when he races.
Mrakovich attended Lancaster
County Career and Technical
Training to study auto mechanics.
“I enjoy working on the vehicles
almost, if not as much, as I do
driving them, and there’s not too
many drivers nowadays that do,”
he said.
One of Mrakovich’s high school
friends who races in Pennsylvania

Book
today!

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Tony Mrakovich shows off the inside of his truck.
helps him work on his truck in
the shop, and he has seven team
members who accompany him to
the track.
Most NASCAR drivers, he said,
used to be car guys, but that’s
changed. As he sees it, Mrakovich
is going back to the old-school way
of racing.
Many drivers have a three- to
five-year plan to start driving
in the NASCAR Cup series, but

Mrakovich said that takes a lot
of money to climb the NASCAR
ladder fast.
“It used to be regular that you
would get to the Cup by the time
you were 31. Well now everyone
wants to be there by the time
they’re 25. It makes it extremely
competitive. That’s the thing, a
lot of people, for some reason,
think that if you don’t make it by
then, you’re kind of not going to,”

ANSWERS | PUZZLES ON B4

Planning a Party...Reception...Picnic?
 The Clubhouse at Sunset Golf Course is a
beautiful location to host a party, reception,
class reunion or business event.
 Sunset Park picnic pavilions are equipped
with electric, lights and charcoal grills and
accomodate 50-150 people.

&
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CLUBHOUSE: 717-944-9262 sunsetgc.com • PARK: 717-944-1803 londonderrypa.org

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DIANA KEYSER

Middletown's Brady Keyser fires a pitch April 22 during a home loss to Northern York.

Mrakovich said.
Because he debuted in the Xfinity series last year, Mrakovich said
he could have jumped back into
the series on a more regular basis.
“As a driver, I’d like to get into
an Xfinity car, but as a crew guy,
I’m a little more comfortable making one step up into the trucks,”
Mrakovich said.
Going from cars to trucks, Mrakovich said there’s more visibility,
but because the truck is lighter
in the back, it makes them challenging to drive. He used to not
use his mirror in his car because
of the roll cage and relying solely
on his spotter.
“Of course the competition is
way greater,” he said.
Mrakovich said his team will
fight to qualify because 32 trucks
get into events and an average of
34 to 40 competitors have been
coming. Additionally, some of the
spots are reserved for drivers from
the previous season.
“You have to be really quick off
the bat, and it’s hard to do that as
a new team because there’s really no way to practice. You kind
of have to show up and guess on
your set up,” he said.
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CORRECTION

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Ebenezer United Methodist Church and
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
invites everyone to join us for worship on
Sunday mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.
Our services are relaxed and casual. We offer a
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contemporary service with a band (electric guitars) at
10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is
a variety of Christian Education classes for all
ages.
We have several things hapGod’s presence. Have a favorite
pening at Ebenezer and all are board game? “Game Night” is
welcome. There is a prayer
every third Monday at 6:30 p.m.
time, “Partners in Prayer”
We also offer a variety of other
that meets the first Monday of groups including Bible studies.
each month at 7 p.m. Through
Any questions please call us
scripture, song, and meditaat 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at
tion we experience the joy of
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church

Evangelical Church meets on the corner of
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St.,
Middletown, south of Main St., behind the
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you
to attend our Sunday morning activities:
Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at
10:15 a.m. When you walk in the door, you will
see people of all ages and walks of life, some
dressed formally and others casually in jeans
and sneakers. Come as you are.
Our greeters wear nametags, – Cliff Flick; Organist – Don
so they are easy to find and
Cowsert; Choir Director – Erich
they will be happy to help you
Schlicher; Children’s Time –
if you need any assistance or
Cliff Flick; Audio Visual – Steve
have a question. We celebrate
Moyer, Jamal Warren and
communion the first Sunday
Justin Hahn; Head Usher –
of each month. In the spirit of
John Burkholder; Communion
Jesus Christ, and as a congreStewards – Deb and Tom Klugh;
gation in the United MethodNursery Caregivers – Gloria
ist Church, we welcome all
Clouser and Vickie Hubbard.
(baptized or un-baptized) to
This week’s schedule of acpartake of the holy sacrament. tivities is as follows:
We invite you to experience life
Wed., May 1: 6 p.m., Alcoholat Evangelical UMC. Whether
ics Anonymous Group Book
you are looking for a commuStudy; 6:30 p.m., Choir rehearsnity, are lonely, searching for
al in sanctuary.
the meaning of life, or want to
Sun., May 5: 9 a.m., Sunday
know more about Jesus, our
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wordoors are open for you. Check
ship Service with Communion.
our website to learn more
Tues., May 7: 2 p.m., Prayer
about us: www.eumch.org.
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s
This week’s worship asKitchen at Wesley, meal prosistants are as follows: Guest
vided by Geyers.
Pastor – Cliff Flick; Liturgist

New Beginnings Church of Middletown

We are an independent body of believers
offering God’s invitation for a new beginning
to all who seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of all
people through faith in Jesus Christ. We are a
Safe Sanctuary congregation. New Beginnings
Church invites you to worship with us each
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s
church is provided. Our congregation meets at
Riverside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., next to the
Rescue Fire Company. Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We
are handicap accessible via ramp at back door. For additional
church information call 717-388-1641. For security purposes our
back and side doors will be locked every Sunday morning at 10:30
a.m. at the start of worship. The only door for entry after that
will be the front door.
The community is invited to participate in these important
our new contemporary serareas of our church life.
vice on Monday evenings at 7
Greeter for May: Nancy
p.m. entitled “New Beginnings Leister. May ushers: Paula and
Unchained Worship FellowJohn Bidoli, Mary Mulka and
ship.” Persons who have no
Earl Peters; Children’s church
church affiliation or are seekleaders for Sun., May 5: Eva Aling to grow in their faith in
len and Becky Smith.
their relationship with God are
Our prayer garden in the rear
invited. We invite you to come
of the yard has an 8-foot cross
and check out our new ser vice. that is made out of nails. From
Sundays: Children’s choir
spring to winter benches are
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.;
provided to use to meditate or
Youth Fellowship meets Sunday just enjoy the beauty and quietevening from 5 to 7 p.m.
ness along the Swatara Creek.
Mondays: Men meet every
Pastor Britt writes a daily deMonday morning for prayer
votional on the Facebook page
at 6 a.m. Community men are
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.”
welcome; Sociable Seniors
Our Sunday worship service
group meets the 1st and 3rd
is broadcast on the MAHS radio
Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m. All
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m.
are welcome.
every Sunday afternoon. Listen
Wednesdays: Craft Group
on the radio or the Internet
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at www.pennlive.com/wmss/
at 6:30 p.m.
audio. Check us out on our
Thursdays: Blanket makers
website at www.newbeginningmeet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays schurchmiddletownpa.com.
of the month at 9 a.m.; IntercesPastor Britt’s parting words
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol- each Sunday: “Nothing in this
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.
world is more important than
Saturdays: We clean the
the love of Jesus Christ!” We
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd invite you to come and experiSaturday every other month.
ence this love.
The community is invited to

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are
a Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our
website at www.stpetersmiddletown.org.
Please join us for worship. Luther Hall Sunday, Adult Sunday church school at 9 a.m. Our
worship times are: Sunday morning worship
at 10 a.m. Sunday Church school for all ages
begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 10
a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd Chapel. For Wednesday and
Saturday services please enter the church through the parking
lot doors. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on
WMSS 91.1FM.
Church – Everyone is welInterfaith Area Council
come.
Month of Caring – May: Please
Communities That Care
donate to your church, synaClean Up Day – Communities
gogue, or directly to the MiddleThat Care, a ministry of St.
town Food Pantry to help those
Peter’s, is doing a Clean Up Day in this community in our need.
on Sat., May 4 from 9:30 a.m.
See needs below in Food Pantry
to noon. Meet in the parking
News or monetary donations
lot where all volunteers will
can be mailed to Middletown
be placed on a team assigned
Interfaith Council, P.O. Box 207,
to an area in either Royalton
Middletown, PA 17057.
or Middletown. Everyone will
Food Pantry News: Especially
return to the church at noon
needed are personal care/toiletfor a pizza lunch. Hope you can ry items: toilet tissue, deodorhelp. For any questions please ants, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
call Ellen @ 717-580-6907.
shampoos, conditioners, cotton
CHRISTIANITY ON TAP swabs, tissues, soap, paper
Prayer Walk: Sunday, May 5
towels, etc. Items collected
we will meet in Luther Hall at
are taken to the Middletown
noon to car pool to the NorthArea Interfaith Food Pantry
west Trail. We will begin with
located at 201 Wyoming Street,
prayer, then walk at our own
Royalton. Individuals may also
pace to savor the beauty of the take items directly to the food
trail and God’s creation. This is pantry, which is open Tuesdays
a macadam walkway. It is easy and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to
to walk. Bring a chair if you
12:30 pm. The Community Acwould rather sit and relax by
tion Commission office is open
the river. After an hour we will Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
gather again for any discusand Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5
sion.
p.m., at the same location. Food
Free Little Library: St. PePantry Sunday is May 5 (the
ter’s has a Free Little Library
first Sunday of each month).
located at the entrance door by
Check us out on Facebook
the parking lot. This Free Little - St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Library belongs to everyone.
Middletown, PA. Go ahead
Anyone may use it. The books “like” our Facebook page.
are always free. It is not neces- Remember, if you “Like” and
sary to give a book to take a
“Follow” us on Facebook when
book. Come take a look, read a there are new “posts” you will
book!
be notified. Thanks.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown

The Presbyterian Congregation is located at
290 N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We
are a body of Christian people who reach out
to others by sharing God’s Word, love, and
fellowship. Warm greetings to one and all as
we seek to grow closer to our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Please join All are welcome as we study
us on Sunday the Bible and reflect on how
at 10:30 a.m.
the scriptures can inform and
as Pastor Christian Neubaum
inspire us to “walk the talk” in
leads us in worship. Our sanc- our daily lives and to be respontuary is air-conditioned and
sible and faithful Christians as
handicapped accessible, and
we confront the critical issues
there are also hearing devices
of our time.
for anyone wanting to use one.
Our electronic newsletter can
Nursery is available during the be accessed anytime at www.pcservice, as well as Bible Listen- mdt.org...click on “resources”…
ing bags for children to utilize
click on “newsletter.” (These
during the service. Do join us!
are PDF files should open with
You are invited on Sundays
Adobe Acrobat). For further
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in Felinformation, see our website
lowship Hall for our Adult
www.pcmdt.org, visit our FaceForum, an opportunity to learn book page (www.facebook.com/
more about the Bible and isPresbyterianCongregation), or
sues of concern to Christians!
call the office.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Calvary church has been a part of the Middletown Borough community since 1936. It has
been our privilege to proclaim the good news
of Jesus Christ all these years and to do so
knowing the good news has never changed in
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the Westminster Confession of
Faith and its Larger and Shorter Catechisms
as clearly teaching what Scripture teaches. If
we believe the Gospel of Christ, then by
trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners we will be
forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please join us each Sunday
to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.calvaryopc.com.
Our worship services are at
month, free to all who come. We
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are
also have Sunday school classes
located at the corner of Spruce for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible
and Emaus streets here in
Study and prayer meeting each
Middletown. We have a fellow- Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are
ship meal following the 10:15
studying the power of prayer
a.m. morning worship service
on Wednesday nights.
on the first Sunday of every

Middletown Area
High School honor
rolls are released
EDITOR’S NOTE: Middletown Area High School provided an
incorrect honor roll list to the Press & Journal for the April 24
edition. The correct honor rolls are below.
Middletown Area High School recently announced its distinguished honor roll and honor roll for the third period. Distinguished Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For
the Honor Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.”
Distinguished Honor Roll
Seniors: Moses Derese Brummell, Joshuah Jacoby Burrows,
Melissa Samantha Cabrera Gonzalez, Devon Marie Finsterbush, Alexis Nicole Fischer, Celeste Janae
Grob, Connor Alexander Guyette,
Alexis Novalee Harmon,Smruti
Viralkumar Khasakia, Benjamin
Edward Knisely, Jocilyn Aliana
Koser, Ceajay Hope Lawrence,
Shelby Jean Miller, Aayushi Patel,
Genesis Nicole Ramirez Cruz,
Aiden Matthew Sessa, Natchaya
Srisai, Jesse Nicholas Bosch Van
Eik, and Lynnsey Marie Woodley.
Juniors: Dylan Joseph Bakaric,
Paige Elizabeth Burger, Tristan
Jason Cassidy, Jordyn Elise Dupes,
Kathleen Hope Fitzpatrick, Cayla
Miranda Garman, Alexis Jameson
Habbershon, Alexia Nicole Jorich,
Connor Charles Leiby, Victoria
Rosa Lopez, Madalyne Grace
McGovern, Vidhi Kirankumar
Patel, Makenna Racheal Redline,
Courtney Christine Shaffer, Joseph
Thomas Spear, Isabella Marie
Stillo, and Angelina Rose Torres.
Sophomores: Levi Oladapo Ettu
and Ayden Dean Miller.
Freshmen: Christian Allan
Burke-Bowman, Lucia Maria
Caretti, Chloe Elisabeth Cleland,
Sara Nicole Dintiman, Patrick Quaresma McHugh, and Maya Kirsten
Wagner.

Honor Roll
Seniors: Hayli Grace AkakpoMartin, Scott Jeffrey Ash, Ryan
Dennis Berstler, Nathan M Brady,
Anna Katherine Buffington, Marie
Nicole Chambers, Brandon Lee
Coble, Brayden Robert Erickson,
Stephanie Nicole Finsterbush,
Alexandria Marie Fish, Adriene Michelle Funck, Mason David Garza,
Joseph Alan Gusler, Adam John
Houser, Terrance Duane Jefferson, Kayla Danielle Jorich, Sierra
Aminata Kamara, Morgan Denise
Killen, Kaitlyn Joy-Lee Knaub,
Sarah Elizabeth Matincheck, Ethan
William Miller, Cameron Joseph
Parkhill, Anthony D Paul, Gage
Steven Radabaugh, Cole Joseph
Senior, Jade Elise Senior, Jaxson
Taylor Senior, Clayton David Wagner, Abigail Marie Wisniewski, and
Lexi Nicole Zimmer.
Juniors: Nicole Renee Altland,
Cassidy Rayne Anderson, Macy
Taylor Appleby, Daniel Scott

Brenner, Jacob Cole Buffington,
Megan Rose Burghdorf, Brian
Keith Carrera, Bankshita Devkota,
Austin Nathaneal Dipofi, Larraye Ellis Pearl Donicker, Zackery
Charles Dunlap, Dane Alexander
Ebersole, Casandra Marie Eckert,
Caroline Julianna Gill, Lily May
Gingrich, Destiney Marie Gutshall,
Kayla Faith Gutshall, Benjamin Patrick Hursh, Jonathan Allen Jumper,
Bethany Eva Keyser, Shawnee Lee
Kuhns, Jose Miguel Lopez-Quinones, Zachary Thaddeus Malay,
Alyssa Ann Martz, Quintin Lee
Miles, Garrett David Miller, Haven
Shalice Miller, Jaden Michael Miller,
Camryn Noelle Russ, Krea Dessie
Scheaffer, Caleb Bretz Springer,
Lyniese Stasia Thomas, China
Nevaeh Williams, Shakayla Lauren
Wright, Matthew Carter Wynkoop,
and Noelle Nicole Zimmerman.
Sophomores: Gyles Alexander
Adderley, Jenna Marie Alford,
Mahnoor Azim, Jayden Colby Michael Benner, Angalina Ray Black,
Madalynn Renee Brittelli, William
Robert Brown, Nathan Daniel Burkholder, Abigail Morgan Grimland,
Gavin Michael Hickoff, Ruth Joy
Hoffman, Kayla Michelle Kauffman, Morgan Paige Klingeman,
Jordan Lee Knaub, Antonio Eugene
Koser, Natalie Elizabeth Krupilis,
Amanda Jordan Lee, Janelle Olivia
Leggore, Emma Anne Lovell, Alia
Juliana Mendez, Kira Marie Paredes, Caden Justus Prisbe, Ayanna
Lynn Reeves, Troy Joseph Stein,
Katie Susanna Weese, Carli Marie
Witman, and Dylon Morris Zettlemoyer.
Freshmen: Taylor Noel Brady,
Presley Aron Carnes, Carly Erin
Dupes, Joshua Edgardo Escalante,
Skylar Rae Garza, Sydney Brooke
Garza, Hailey Ryan Herneisey,
Maya Leighann Herneisey, Alexandra Rose Hess, Tamia Marie
Hill-Johnson, Stacey Hinojosa, Tate
Thomas Leach, Camila Gabriella
Martinez, Sarah Kathryn Eileen
Miscevich, Lani Marie Moore,
Cynthia Itzel Ortiz-Sanchez, Caden
August Paul, Gabriela Olivia Przybylski, Benjamin Mack Rine, Marissa
Nicole Romberger, Jalen Jermaine
Rowley, Preetika Sahi, Kennedy
Adriene Sharon, Madison Elizabeth
SieberMason Lee Swartz, Brandon Christoper Thomas, Matthew
James Wagner, Madison Cooper
White, and Doron Samuel Yospa.

Gas prices up 22 cents in month
Harrisburg gas prices rose
2.5 cents per gallon last week,
averaging $2.98 Sunday, according to GasBuddy’s daily survey
of 241 stations.
Gas prices in Harrisburg are
21.9 cents per gallon higher than
a month ago, and 2.8 cents per
gallon higher than a year ago.
The national average price of
gasoline rose 2.9 cents per gallon last week, averaging $2.88
Sunday. The national average

is up 18.7 cents per gallon from
a month ago, and 7.7 cents per
gallon higher than a year ago.
Gasoline prices in Harrisburg
on April 29 varied over the last
few years: $2.95 in 2018; $2.56 in
2017; $2.34 in 2016; $2.67 in 2015;
and $3.73 in 2014.
Neighboring areas and their
current gas prices:
Lancaster: $3.04, up 5 cents.
Reading: $2.99, up 8.1 cents.
York: $2.98, up 1.9 cents.

DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Geyers United Methodist Church

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown

(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages) - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown

Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am
Sunday Church School - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish

280 North Race St., Middletown

Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Evangelical United Methodist Church

Wesley United Methodist Church

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am
Small Groups - 10:30 am

64 Ann Street, Middletown

Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.
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News from the Wednesday, April 30, 1986, edition of the Press & Journal

Drug and alcohol abuse
at teen parties targeted

Going down with a bang

A familiar part of the Middletown-area skyline disappeared last Thursday afternoon — with a bang. The triple
smokestacks of the old Crawford Generating Station were felled, one at a time, by Controlled Demolition Inc. of
Phoenix, Maryland. Nitro-gel dynamite did the job, 12 1/2 pounds for each of the 210-foot giants. The demolition
followed close upon an official complaint by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, filed with District
Justice William Heckman. The old smokestacks, said PennDOT, were an unnecessary hazard for aircraft using
neighboring Harrisburg International Airport.

Former tax collector gets jail
Former Londonderry Township
tax collector Russell C. Earhart
has been sentenced to pay back
$162,000 in stolen tax money and
to serve three and a half to seven
years in state prison.
Earhart was convicted in February 1985 on 435 counts of theft
by failure to turn in more than
$166,000 in taxes he collected from
Londonderry Township residents.
According to arguments made
by Chief Deputy District Attorney Joseph Kleinfelter during
Earhart’s trial, the former tax
collector stole the money over a
period of years, covering the theft
with a cycle of borrowing from his

Hot buys
• Grand opening of
Darlene Oakley Schmidt’s
beauty salon, special with
this ad $1.50 off a shampoo
and style. 312 E. Water St.,
Middletown.
• 50 cents off super clearance pink tags only, The
Pass-It-On Shop, 2159 West
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown.
• Rent-a-Weekend deal,
$59.85, from Friday noon to
Monday noon. Rate is for
any available subcompact,
compact or midsize car. Put
your weekend on wheels.
Thrifty Rent-a-Car, 620
Second St., Highspire.

two tax accounts.
One year, charged Kleinfelter,
Earhart would use Dauphin
County tax receipts to cover money missing from Lower Dauphin
School District taxes. The next
year, the prosecutor claimed, Earhart would pay the county taxes
with Lower Dauphin receipts.
Most of the thefts occurred during 1983, Kleinfelter said.
Judge Warren G. Morgan sentenced Earhart last Friday. The
$162,000 was to be paid to Lower
Dauphin School District, Morgan
ordered. The 49-year-old East Harrisburg Pike resident is free on
$25,000 bail, awaiting an appeal.

The imminent arrival of high
school graduation activities has
spurred the Middletown Lions
Club to join administrators at the
Middletown Area High School in
a concerted effort to curb the use
of drugs and alcohol that many
allege have increasingly become
a part of many prom and graduation parties.
MAHS Principal Edward Brunner and Leonard T. Kiegel, president of the Middletown Lions
Club, announced last week that
their organizations are co-sponsoring a “Prom-Graduation Party
Registration Program.” The purpose of the program is to enlist
parents of all MAHS juniors and
seniors in a united community
effort to “blackball” all unchaperoned parties or festivities where

drugs or alcohol may be available.
To win support for the program,
the high school recently mailed
letters to students’ parents asking
them to sign attached forms pledging that they will not permit alcohol or drugs at students’ parties in
their homes and that their parties
will be adequately chaperoned.
Under the heading “Parents
Who Care,” the form asks the parents to pledge that they “will not
serve alcohol or drugs” to student
who attend parties in their homes
and that they “will be responsible
for providing visible adult supervision” at those parties.
The letters also ask that the parents sign the attached forms and
return them to the high school as
soon as possible.
The letters also advise that the

school will keep a list of the returned forms in a registry that will
be available to parents throughout
the year.
As the annual “party time”
nears, club and school officials
suggest that parents use the “Parents Who Care” registry to learn
if the parties to which their sons
or daughters have been invited are
being held by families who have
signed the pledges.
Calling drug and alcohol abuse
by teenagers and young adults
“our greatest national tragedy,”
the local Lions Club is joining
thousands of other service clubs
in a nationwide effort to try to curb
the problem.
“It’s the beginning of a new and
concerted effort to try to deal with
the problem,” Kiegel said.

Lady Raiders break records vs. Susquehanna
Last week’s success story for
the Middletown Area High School
girls track team included a meet
victory and the setting of two
school records.
Monday, the Lady Raiders traveled to Red Land High School
where they bowed, 78-63.
Tracey Pittman was the lone
double winner for Middletown
with firsts in the 100 and 200.
Also scoring firsts for Middletown were the members of
3200-meter relay team, Lori Helman, Heather Fegley, Anna Dryer,
and Kristen Van Zandt; Van Zandt

in the 1600; Helman in the 800; Fegley in the 3200; and Heather Royer
in the javelin (104 feet, 7 inches).
Thursday, the Lady Raiders
posted a smashing 115-26 victory
over Susquehanna Township. It
was a big day for freshman Pittman as she scored 16 1/4 points.
In her first event, Pittman won
the 100-meter dash by breaking
the school record. She also won
the 200 and the high jump (4 feet,
10 inches).
She also anchored the winning
400-meter relay team.
Her teammates were Heidi

Loych, Alice Robinson and Suzanne Lerch.
Also placing first for Middletown were the members of the
3200-meter relay team, Helman,
Fegley, Dryer and Van Zandt; Lerch in the 100-meter hurdles; Van
Zandt in the 1600; Angie Schauers in the 400; Helman in the 800;
Fegley in the 3200; the 1600 meter
relay team of Schauers, Linda
Weeten, Christi Weingartner and
Van Zandt; Sherrell Waters in the
triple jump (29 feet 4 inches); and
Royer in the javelin (98 feet 5 1/2
inches).

Other headlines
• 30 acts of mischief keep Highspire PD busy
• Sacred, swing, rock ’n’ roll at spring concert

• Takeover of Middletown by the boxelder bug
• MABA opens 1986 season this Saturday

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
WORD SEARCH | ANSWERS ON B2
Toil in the soil
word search
Annual
Bare root
Biennial
Bud
Bulb
Cane
Chitting

Cloche
Compost
Cordon
Corm
Crown
Cultivar
Deadhead
Deciduous
Ericaceous
Everbearing

Fertile
Frame
Germination
Grafted
Hardy
Herbaceous
Hybrid
Mulch
Organic
Perennial

CROSSWORD | ANSWERS ON B2

SUDOKU

Pollination
Propagate
Reproducing
Rootstock
Runner
Sow
Tuber
Union
Yield

ACROSS
1. Type of fruit
5. Unit of time
9. Oil company
11. Benson’s “partner”
13. Fictional mob
boss Tony
15. Visual record
16. Small constellation
17. Popular family TV
series
19. Tough outer layer
21. Cut
22. Vietnamese offensive
23. Horizontal mine
passage
25. Greek war god
26. Have already
done
27. Six (Spanish)
29. Remarks for the
audience

Puzzles are a 9-by-9
grid, broken down into
nine 3-by-3 boxes.
Nos. 1 through 9 must
fill each row, column
and box. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column
and box. Figure out the
order by using the numeric clues provided.
The more you name,
the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle.

31. Relaxing spots
33. Prevent from
seeing
34. Disguised
36. Comedian Rogen
38. Afflict in mind or
body
39. Sour
41. People native to
N. Mexico
43. No seats available
44. Ned __, composer
46. A fit of irritation
48. Ability to move
objects mentally
52. Luke’s mentor
__-Wan
53. Herbal medicine
ingredient
54. Oscar-winning
director Bigelow
56. Likes
57. In a sound way
58. Part of a staircase
59. Exemptions from

play
DOWN
1. How will it play in
__?
2. Grows
3. Swiss river
4. Canadian flyers
5. Affirmative!
(slang)
6. Root of taro plant
7. Large, long-legged
rodents
8. Recycled
9. Pre-1917 emperor
of Russia
10. Sometimes it’s
on you
11. Contrary beliefs
12. Remain as is
14. Spicy stew __
podrida
15. Play time
18. Italian money unit
20. Type of fuel

24. Portable conical
tent
26. Yazoo and Mississippi are two
28. What people earn
30. Insect repellent
32. After first
34. Plays the viola
35. Not good
37. Esteemed guest
38. Where rockers ply
their trade
40. Office furniture
42. Ancient Greek
oracles
43. Quantitative fact
45. Missing soldiers
47. Minute
49. This (Spanish)
50. Maintain possession of
51. Knife
55. What to say on
New Year’s Day
(abbr.)

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)
I am an athlete born on May 2, 1975 in London. I’ve
had a career in soccer for many years, and acquired
my love for the game as a young child. I broke the
English national team appearance record for outfield
players.

Guess Who? answer: David Beckham

HOROSCOPE | WEEK OF MAY 1
ARIES March 21-April 20
Your emotions can be overwhelming. This encourages
you to share your softer side
with others. Embrace this
sense of openness and others
will reciprocate.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Make the most of others’
cooperative spirits to get
things done. It is always good
to advocate for yourself, but
more effective when others are
receptive.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Focusing too much on one
thing is not healthy. It is better
to diversify your thinking and
surround yourself with as

many ideas and perspectives
as possible.
CANCER June 22-July 22
A coworker may need assistance in weeks to come. You
are ready and willing to put in
the extra effort to help this person with no strings attached.
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Focus on the positive things
this week. Forget about what
could go wrong. With the right
mindset, you can accomplish
anything you want.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
You are always willing and able
to help a friend. That will prove
true once again this week
when a loved one calls you and

HOR
needs a shoulder to cry on.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Lately you have been a rock
that others lean on. This is a
good role for you, as you are
compassionate but also fair.
Just make sure you take care
of yourself as well.
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Just when you think you have
everything figured out, a new
challenge presents itself. Seek
a second opinion if this nut
proves tough to crack.
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
A new idea could spark a big
change in your life. Are you
ready for the adventure that is
going to ensue? Look to others

to join in the good times.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Many challenges have been
coming your way, and you have
handled them like a champion.
Spend a little time pampering
yourself as a reward.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
When others test your patience, find a healthy way to
blow off some steam. Enlist the
help of a fun-loving friend to
get away for a little bit.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
For single Pisces, a new
romance could be on the
horizon. If you are attached,
the romance may be kicked up
a notch.
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Setting record straight
on nuclear energy bill
commonly used talking
points against the nuclear
industry is that they are
trying to make a profit. I
find this argument laughable. I’ve been a business
owner for my entire adult
life, and I can confirm
that’s my goal, too. Which business does not want to make a
profit?
But the reality is Three Mile
Island is already unprofitable
and the other four nuclear
plants aren’t far behind.
The fact that all of Pennsylvania’s nuclear plants are
headed toward unprofitability
is the very reason why the oil
and gas industry is spending
so much money on lobbyists to
oppose my bill.
There is only one winner if
the nuclear plants shut down,
and that’s the natural gas
industry. Customers lose, our
environment loses and the
resiliency of our electric grid
suffers.
So after you sort through all
of the noise, what’s the end
result?
Pennsylvania’s five nuclear
power plants are our state’s
largest source of electricity,
producing 93 percent of our
state’s carbon-free electricity.
Those same plants support
16,000 family-sustaining jobs.
They are, without question,
the most reliable source of
carbon-free electricity we have
in Pennsylvania.
And yes, there is a cost to
making sure these plants and
everything they bring to Pennsylvania are here for years to
come. Under the Keep Powering Pennsylvania Act, that cost
is $500 million annually. That’s
an extra $1.77 per month on the
average residential electricity
bill.
If my colleagues in the
Legislature don’t act, that
monthly cost will be $2.39, and
Pennsylvanians will pay $788
million more each year for
their electricity, not to mention
increased costs to compensate
for the billions in lost state
gross domestic product and
billions in air pollution and
carbon emissions.
I believe the benefits far exceed the costs. I wasn’t elected
by the voters of the 106th
District to just make easy decisions. I believe I have a duty to
take on the tough fights and do
what is in the best long-term
interests of residents.
I will continue fighting to
keep our nuclear plants open,
our electricity prices low, and
our grid reliable and diverse.

TOM
MEHAFFIE
Since introducing the Keep
Powering Pennsylvania Act
(House Bill 11) to ensure our
state’s leading zero-emission
energy source — nuclear
energy — is treated the same
way as other zero-emission
energy sources, an endless
amount of misinformation and
speculation has been reported.
As committee hearings have
begun in the Legislature, this
is a good time to set the record
straight.
First, I’ve seen groups
estimating HB 11 could cost billions of dollars for the electric
ratepayers of our state.
The cost is $500 million annually — plain and simple.
Anyone who says otherwise
is doing nothing but fearmongering. They are also being
disingenuous if they don’t tell
you the cost of doing nothing
is eight times more — totaling
$4.6 billion annually.
I’ve never hidden the cost of
my legislation, but it’s time for
the opponents in the oil and gas
industry to be honest about the
$4.6 billion in increased costs to
Pennsylvanians, including $788
million in increased annual
electricity costs, if our state’s
nuclear plants prematurely
retire.
Second, there is a fundamental fairness that underpins
my legislation. Carbon-free
electricity should be treated
the same — regardless if it is
generated by wind, solar or
nuclear energy. Some may
argue this is nothing more
than government picking sides
or showing preference to one
energy source over another.
They’re right. That’s exactly
what it is, and Pennsylvania
has been doing it for years to
the detriment of nuclear energy — our state’s largest and
most reliable source of clean,
emission-free electricity.
There are dozens of ways to
produce electricity, some with
less impact to our environment
and some with a greater impact. I have no ill-will toward
coal and gas. They have their
place in our electricity grid.
But the pollution created by
electricity from fossil fuels isn’t
just an environmental issue —
it’s a money issue.
It takes more money to deal
with the environmental impacts of fossil fuels than it does
to deal with the environmental
impacts of emission-free resources. HB 11 simply corrects
the financial inequity that exists in the system today.
Lastly, one of the more

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, RLower Swatara Township, represents the 106th House District.
Reach him at 717-534-1323 or
tmehaffie@pahousegop.com.

EDITORIALVIEWS

Where is the public input for
building the new Kids Kastle?
Twenty-six years ago today, on May 1, 1993, hundreds
of volunteers were in the
middle of a five-day effort to
build Kids Kastle.
The play area at Hoffer
Park was the brainchild of
three Middletown women
— Kathy Brant, Kim Vulatic
and Brenda Crawford. But it
took the community to make
it happen.
It was a grassroots, citizendriven effort. The Press &
Journal in the days prior to
construction was peppered
with fundraising updates on
the project, which had a goal
of $70,000.
With the money raised by
the spring of 1993, the organizers asked for volunteers
to help build it from April 28
to May 2, and the community
responded.
“Suffering from severe
losses in its employment
base and a general business
malaise, Middletown was
in a poor position to answer
appeals for support to build
something so frivolous as
a special children’s playground, detractors pointed
out. It would be better to wait
for a more propitious moment, they suggested, when
national and local economic
conditions would be more
favorable,” a Press & Journal
editorial from May 19, 1993
stated. “But the members of
the Kids Kastle Committee
weren’t to be discouraged.
They pressed ahead with
their plans, despite some
disappointments and some
discouraging moments. They
finally succeeded, because,
somewhere along the way,
they finally managed to
breathe some of their enthusiasm into the community.”
In the second week of May
1993, it opened.
“A week ago Monday night
as we watched the newly
completed Kids Kastle welcome its first wave of excited
children, we were elated at
the enthusiastic greeting
each new group of children
bestowed on this fabulous

PRESS & JOURNAL FILE PHOTOS

Volunteers work on the pickets for the original Kids Kastle in this photo
from April 1993, above, as well as on the structure itself, top.

new playground — the kind
of greeting youngsters usually reserve for their favorite
cartoon characters,” the May
19 editorial said.
Nothing lasts forever,
however. Last June, after
just more than 25 years,
Kids Kastle was shut down
because of safety issues. Its
fundraising pickets that line
the outside of the structure
are being returned. It will be
razed, and a new structure
built to modern construction
codes — and to meet government requirements for handicapped accessibility, which
have changed considerably in
25 years — will replace it.
It lived a wonderful life,
bringing joy to tens of thousands of people.
We realize you can’t recreate the past. But it’s hard
to ignore that, unlike the
early 1990s, there has been

State would benefit from preserving nuclear power
JOHN
PARSONS
Pennsylvania confronts a
vital decision about the place
nuclear power will have in the
state’s future.
Today, five nuclear plants
supply nearly 40 percent of the
state’s electricity generation.
Importantly, they supply about
90 percent of the zero-carbon
generation.
However, structural problems
in the market for electricity are
forcing the imminent closure
of two of the plants. Three Mile
Island is scheduled to close
in September. The owner of
the Beaver Valley plant is in
bankruptcy and has announced
a 2021 closure; others are projected to follow.
A bill has now been circulated
in the Legislature that would
recognize the zero-carbon value
of these plants and preserve
them for the state’s future.
At MIT, together with a team
of colleagues and students, we

current proposal
in Pennsylvania
is similarly targeted.
According
to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Pennsylvania’s nuclear plants operate
at very high standards of safety.
Public data on their operation
shows their performance is simply excellent. Wise intervention
by the state should be able to
preserve the value of these assets for Pennsylvania’s future.
Our other two findings look
beyond the existing reactors,
but are still relevant to Pennsylvania’s economic future. In
looking forward to an economy
that is dramatically lower in
carbon than today’s, we find
that a mix of technologies
which includes nuclear power
plants provides electricity at the
lowest overall cost.
We also report on a suite of
technology innovations that
have potential to lower the
cost of nuclear and to provide
improvements in design and
operation, thus making it an
even more attractive option for

JACOPO
BUONGIORNO
recently completed a two-year
study on the future of nuclear
energy in a carbon-constrained
world. The study looked at the
situation of U.S. nuclear power
plants, as well as the opportunities for nuclear technology innovations to help secure a lowcarbon future while providing
access to low-cost electricity.
The first of our findings is
immediately relevant to Pennsylvania’s decision. Preserving
the existing fleet of reactors
is the least costly approach to
avoiding an increase of carbon
emissions in the power sector.
That fact has driven several
U.S. states including Illinois,
New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut to take action to
preserve their nuclear plants as
part of a larger decarbonization
strategy. Each state has tailored
its own solution to fit its particular needs, but the central
thrust has been the same. The

the future.
Pennsylvania already played
an important role in pioneering
nuclear power six decades ago:
the first commercial reactor
in the United States went into
operation at Shippingport,
where the Beaver Valley plant
is located.
The strong commercial
nuclear presence has made the
state home to a global leader in
nuclear engineering — Westinghouse, and many other nuclear
companies, which can lead the
development and commercialization of the aforementioned
innovations.
As Pennsylvania considers how to advance its own
economy, its long tradition of
nuclear energy leadership and
innovation might very well be a
valuable asset to build on.
John Parsons is a senior
lecturer at the Sloan School of
Management, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Jacopo
Buongiorno is a professor and
associate department head of
nuclear science and engineering
at MIT.

very little public input sought
for plans to build a new Kids
Kastle.
Details about what it will
look like have been sparse.
Plans have been put together
by officials led by Mayor
James H. Curry III and
Council Vice President Mike
Woodworth with input from
companies that specialize in
such designs, but no public
meetings have been held to
get any input from the very
people who will use it.
Curry promised last fall
something unlike “any other
playground in the world,”
with a design featuring cooling towers to represent Three
Mile Island, a tower to represent Harrisburg International Airport, and other state-ofthe-art equipment items that
would represent the Middletown Volunteer Fire Company and the Middletown &

Hummelstown Railroad.
It sounds great. But is it
necessary? Will it make the
play experience better for the
children of Middletown and
the surrounding area?
In a previous editorial, we
supported the creative way in
which the borough will try to
pay for the new Kids Kastle.
The borough wants to use
$436,000 it received years ago
from the state Department
of Community and Economic Development toward
a matching grant via the
Pennsylvania Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources. The total would
bring in more than $900,000
for the project.
To put things in perspective, the total cost of the new
playground — including site
excavation, equipment, and
supporting features such as
park benches and security
lighting — is estimated at
$924,205. That’s a far cry from
the $70,000 raised in 1993.
According to Lori Yeich,
recreation and conservation
manager with DCNR’s central Pennsylvania regional
office, “public input is really
important” in the DCNR’s
decision to award grants.
What has the borough
done to get that input?
With plans already having been reviewed by council
and a consensus seemingly
in place, there appears to be
little chance for the public to
have a say. We still encourage the council to hold a
public meeting on the new
playground, to at least allow
for some extended resident
discussion about it.
“More than a special
playground for our children,
the Kids Kastle should really
be regarded as a monument
to the spirit of Middletown
and its indomitable people,”
stated our editorial from May
19, 1993.
It’s hard to say what the
legacy of a new Kids Kastle
will be. But the public should
have a part in helping shape
it from the beginning.
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R E P. T O M M E H A F F I
E AND GOVERNMEN
T
UNION EXECUTIVES
ARE GOING AFTER
TEACHERS’ AND PU
BLIC WORKERS’
PE R S O N A L I N F O R M
AT I O N !

Rep. Mehaffie’s

legislation would let union executives take
personal data on every teacher and public
employee in the state, including:
• Name

• Home address

• Work location

• Work, home, and
cell phone numbers

• Personal email address

THIS IS A SHOCKING INVASION OF PRIVACY THAT
WILL ALLOW UNION EXECUTIVES TO BULLY OUR
PUBLIC SERVANTS.
TELL REP. MEHAFFIE TO RESPECT WORKERS’ RIGHT TO PRIVACY!
To learn more visit commonwealthfoundation.org/privacy
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