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Softball season 
ends; baseball 
needs victories  B1

Part-time police 
officer sworn in  B6

ELECTION 2019 A4-A6

Public notices in this 
week’s Press & Journal
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of  
Richard Neidich. B2
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Scott 
Deter. B2
• LOWER PAXTON TWP: Estate 
of  Dorothy Landis. B2

TMI RUNS OUT OF STEAM
With legislative solution 
unlikely, Exelon confirms 
shutdown in September
By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Three Mile Island will shut down 
by Sept. 30, absent what appears 
to be increasingly dimming hopes 
that the state Leg-
islature will act in 
time on proposed 
changes that would 
provide econom-
ic support to the 
nuclear industry 
in Pennsylvania, 
Exelon Generation 
announced May 8.

With only three 
legislative session 
days left in May and 
no action taken to 
advance House Bill 
11 or Senate Bill 
510, Exelon said it is 
“clear” that a state 
policy solution will 
not be enacted be-
fore June 1, which Exelon said is 
the “deadline” for the company to 
purchase fuel to keep TMI going 
beyond Sept. 30.

“Although we see strong sup-
port in Harrisburg and through-
out Pennsylvania to reduce carbon 
emissions and maintain the envi-
ronmental and economic benefits 
provided by nuclear energy, we 

don’t see a path forward for policy 
changes before the June 1 fuel pur-
chasing deadline for TMI,” said 
Kathleen Barron, Exelon senior 
vice president for government 
and regulatory affairs and public 

policy. Illinois-based Exelon owns 
the active nuclear facility on Three 
Mile Island.

Asked if  June 1 is not a self-
imposed deadline that Exelon can 
extend if  it wants, TMI spokes-
man Dave Marcheskie said that 
the manufacturing and delivery 
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Steam rises from the cooling towers at the nuclear generation plant on Three Mile Island in this undated file photo.

New children’s librarian a familiar face
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Dave Marcheskie, senior site communications 
manager for Three Mile Island, discusses the closure 
of the nuclear power plant outside the training 
center on May 8.

Rep. Mehaffie calls move  
a ‘punch in the stomach’

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-
Lower Swatara Township, issued 
the following statement about 
Exelon’s announcement Wednes-
day, May 8, that the Three Mile 
Island nuclear plant will close in 
September.

“Today I received the worst news 
I’ve received since taking office as 
the state representative for the 
106th District in January 2017. It 
is news I hoped we could prevent, 
but in reality, it was the possibility 
of  it happening that has driven me 
so hard over the last few years.

“As they have been all along, 
my thoughts are with the men 
and women who work at Three 
Mile Island and their families who 
received this devastating news 
today. Many of  these people are 
not only my constituents; they are 
my friends, and my heart hurts 
for what they are going through.

“Furthermore, my thoughts are 
with the communities surround-
ing Three Mile Island. I’m sad-
dened to think of  the challenges 
that are ahead for Londonderry 
Township, Middletown, the Lower 
Dauphin School District and the 
entire region.

“It is also a punch in the stom-
ach for the men and women of  the 
building trades who will never 

again work to 
refuel Three 
Mile Island. As 
a union electri-
cian, my dad 
helped build 
T h r e e  M i l e 
Island, and it 
pains me that 
the product of  
his work will now sit idle.

“Perhaps most frustrating are 
my feelings about the inaction 
of  the body I serve in, the state 
Legislature. I didn’t run for this 
office so I could name bridges and 
attend ribbon-cuttings; I ran to 
make a real impact on the lives of  
my constituents. I did believe, and 
still do, that House Bill 11 has the 
ability to do that. Unfortunately, 
some of  my colleagues in the Leg-
islature ran out the clock, and the 
loss of  675 family-sustaining jobs 
in Dauphin County is on them.

“I hope the conversation contin-
ues in the Legislature about the 
future of  Pennsylvania’s nuclear 
industry. We still have eight reac-
tors in this state supplying a large 
piece of  our state’s electricity 
production. Time may have run 
out for Three Mile Island, but the 
fight is not over for the rest of  our 
nuclear fleet.”

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A “middle way” is doable that 
can avert the worst impacts of  
the September shutdown of  Three 
Mile Island that Exelon says is 
inevitable, says Eric Epstein, 
chairman of  the watchdog group 
TMI Alert.

In November, TMI Alert sub-
mitted a plan 
that Epstein 
describes as a 
“community 
option” regard-
ing the future 
shutdown of  
TMI, where the 
plant is cleaned 
up immediate-
ly, the tax base and plant staffing 
levels are preserved, and local 
municipalities and counties con-
tinue to receive reimbursement for 
emergency planning and radiation 
monitoring.

Epstein says TMI Alert sent its 
plan to Exelon, but Exelon never 
responded.

But the plan submitted by TMI 
Alert can still be put in place, 
Epstein said.

“We have negotiated five differ-
ent settlements with the owners 
of  TMI. It’s doable. We’ve been 
around for 42 years. We are going 
to be around for another 42 years. 
Now is when the heavy lifting 
begins,” he said.

Exelon is blaming state legisla-
tors for failing to act in time to 
meet Exelon’s June 1 deadline for 
ordering fuel to keep TMI going 
beyond September.

However, Epstein says that Ex-
elon “miscalculated” in creating 
“an artificial deadline to pressure 
the Legislature.”

Moreover, the company was 
naive in thinking it could get the 
Legislature to act in time to save 
TMI, under Exelon’s timetable.

‘It’s not a 
happy time,’ 
watchdog 
group says

Mehaffie

Please see TMI, page A3

Please see WATCHDOG, page A3

Epstein

Meet Andrea 
Black, the 
Middletown 
Public 
Library's new 
children's 
librarian. The 
Elizabeth-
town native 
held that 
position 
about 14 
years ago.
STAFF PHOTO BY 
LAURA HAYES

More inside
• Londonderry Township has worked 
since 2017 to limit the financial 
impact of TMI’s closure. PAGE A2.
• Clean Jobs for Pennsylvania faults 
Gov. Wolf, Legislature on failure to act 
to save TMI. PAGE A2.
• Middletown is in the best place 
it can be in Pennsylvania in terms 
of absorbing the closure, says 
Harrisburg Regional Chamber 
President David Black. PAGE A2.
• Proposed state legislation making 
grants available to communities hit by 
a power plant closing could be put on 
the fast track. PAGE A2.
• Press & Journal editorial. PAGE B5.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

One day, Andrea Black was 
driving from her parents’ home 
in Elizabethtown to her home 
in Harrisburg when she and her 
boyfriend decided to cut through 

Middletown. 
She turned to him and told him 

that she used to work at Middle-
town Public Library as the chil-
dren’s librarian about 14 years ago. 

“It was a cute place. It was one 
of  my favorite libraries in the 
area — I’ve worked for several,” 

she recalled telling him.
Two days later, the children’s 

librarian position was posted, and 
Black decided to apply. 

She was picked for the position 
and started last week. She has 

Black held position about 14 years ago, says she is excited to return

Please see LIBRARIAN, page A3
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TMI RUNS OUT OF STEAM
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Londonderry Township has 
been financially preparing for the 
closure of  Three Mile Island since 
Exelon Generation announced 
it would prematurely retire TMI 
in September 
2019 unless the 
state enacted 
reforms. 

That was in 
2017.

T he night 
after the an-
nouncement, 
Londonderry 
Township Manager Steve Letavic 
pulled out the budget to see how 
the township could move forward 
if  TMI closed without raising 
taxes.

In 2018, Londonderry received 
$110,607 in revenue from Three 
Mile Island, a combination of  real 
estate and earned income taxes, 
money raised from TMI’s annual 
golf  outing at Sunset Golf  Course 
and money donated to the Lebanon 
VA Medical Center during the 
township’s annual Stars & Stripes 
Salute. The township’s budget for 
2019 called for about $2.2 million 
in expenditures.

The township went down two 
paths — it worked with Clean 
Jobs for Pennsylvania to preserve 

the nuclear industry, but it also 
planned financially for the plant’s 
closure, Letavic said.

The parks program was re-
duced. Full-time staff members 
picked up other duties. When 
full-time positions opened due 
to attrition, the township didn’t 
fill them and chose to instead use 
part-time employees, Letavic said.

They planned to be able to meet 
operational demands while keep-
ing costs down; being proactive 
instead of  reactive, Letavic said.

“It’s not the ideal situation in 
those terms, but again, for us, 
the last resort is always a tax 
increase,” Letavic said. “We also 
don’t believe in being reactionary. 
We want to plan ahead.”

On Wednesday, Exelon an-
nounced that TMI will shut down 
by Sept. 30, absent action in the 
state Legislature.

“We’re saddened by the loss of  
the jobs, we’re saddened by the 
impact on the families, the friends 
that we’ve developed out there,” 
Letavic said. The workers, he 
added, are part of  the community.

Right now, Letavic is not an-
ticipating a rise in taxes next year, 
although he added that the town-
ship couldn’t control unfunded 
mandates from the federal or state 
government.

In a March letter to the editor, 
Lower Dauphin School District 

Superintendent Robert Schultz 
said without the tax revenue 
from TMI, the district “will have 
no choice but to raise taxes for 
the first time in a decade and cut 
programs and future investments 
in facilities.”

“We’re trying to avoid the situa-
tion where every taxing authority 
has tax increases in the same year. 
We’re focusing on expense man-
agement and controlled growth in 
the township,” Letavic said.

To Letavic, one of  the next 
steps is adjusting the township’s 
internal operations and annual 

expenditures to absorb the rev-
enue loss, meaning open full-time 
positions won’t be filled and the 
parks program won’t be restored 
until revenues improve.

In 2008, an agreement was 
signed by then-owner AmerGen 
Energy Co., Dauphin County, Lon-
donderry, Lower Dauphin School 
District and the Dauphin County 
Board of  Assessment Appeals 
after a dispute over the value of  
the TMI property and what parts 
may be considered non-assessable 
property. 

Under the agreement, which 

expired in 2017 and was renewed 
for another two years, $930,000 in 
real estate taxes and payments in 
addition to taxes would be paid 
to the county, school district and 
township. The $930,000 would 
be divided as $637,701 to Lower 
Dauphin, $254,634 to the county 
and $37,665 to Londonderry, and 
it wouldn’t change regardless of  
property assessment or millage 
changes, according to the agree-
ment.

Revenue from TMI, however, 
can fluctuate, particularly the 
earned income tax which depends 
on the number of  employees and 
payroll, Letavic said. 

TMI currently has 675 full-time 
employees and an annual payroll 
of  $60 million, although the de-
commissioning plan submitted by 
Exelon to the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission reported that the 
number of  full-time employees 
will go down to 50 by the end of  
2022. 

According to Letavic’s figures, 
the amount of  earned income tax 
that the township has received 
from Exelon has decreased by 
$6,221.49 over the past three years. 
In 2016, the township received 
$25,163.44 in earned income tax 
from Exelon. That figure de-
creased to $23,771.46 in 2017, and 
fell even further to $18,941.95 in 
2018. 

With the agreement set to expire 
and the number of  employees at 
TMI to decrease, Letavic is antici-
pating revenue from TMI may stop 
coming into Londonderry by 2020.

Every summer, TMI hosts a 
golf  tournament at Sunset Golf  
Course. Proceeds average $50,000 
and go toward the Londonderry 
Volunteer Fire Company, which 
is used for the debt service for the 
Londonderry fire hall expansion. 
Letavic estimates that more than 
$600,000 has been raised for the 
department over the past 12 years. 

The golf  outing is on for this 
summer. Letavic said there is no 
commitment past this year. 

Letavic is anticipating that debt 
service for the fire hall expansion 
may have to come out of  the town-
ship’s general fund budget. 

TMI also donates $4,000 to the 
Lebanon VA Medical Center, and 
last year, $10,331 from the Stars 
& Stripes Salute was donated to 
the hospital. 

Letavic plans to head back to 
Harrisburg to work with legisla-
tors to draw economic vitality 
to the region to replace the jobs 
and revenue lost by TMI and con-
tinue the conversation regarding 
nuclear power.

“We don’t want this to be the 
end of  the conversation. We want 
this to be the continuation of  the 
conversation,” Letavic said. 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

If  Three Mile Island closes, Middletown 
is in the best place it can be in Pennsyl-
vania in terms of  absorbing the impact, 
Harrisburg Regional Chamber President 
David Black told the Middletown Busi-
ness Association on Thursday.

The greater Harrisburg area is seeing 
projected population growth from 3.5 to 
3.8 percent compared to 1 percent for the 
state, Black said, citing a report by the 
Pennsylvania State Data Center based at 
Penn State Harrisburg.

Dauphin County is wedged between the 
two fastest-growing counties in Pennsyl-
vania from 2010 to 2018 — Cumberland, 
growing by 6.8 percent, and Lebanon by 
5.8 percent. Dauphin County saw 2.6 to 
5 percent during the  period, according 
to the PSDC.

“Middletown is here and there is 
growth all around us,” Black said. “You’re 
right in the heart of  a thriving economy in 
Pennsylvania. This is as good as it gets.”

Black said the borough has made 
“great progress” in recent years, noting 
the downtown improvement project and 
Tattered Flag, which he called “one of  
my new favorite places.”

He sees Middletown as well-positioned 
to take advantage of  young professionals 
who want to live in “walkable communi-
ties,” especially given growing Penn State 
Harrisburg. Harrisburg is “filling up with 
young people” moving into downtown 
office space being converted into apart-
ments, Black said.

He pointed to the successful transition 
the Middletown area made when Olmsted 
Air Force Base closed in the late 1960s. 
The base is now home to Penn State Har-
risburg and Harrisburg International 
Airport, both key drivers of  the area 
economy.

“Where there are challenges there 
are also opportunities. That’s when a 
community comes together,” Black said. 
“They took lemons and made lemonade, 
and it turned out really well.”

The Middletown area impact of  TMI 
closing will be mostly felt by businesses, 
compared to Londonderry Township and 
Lower Dauphin School District, which 
depend on tax revenue from TMI to bal-
ance the budget and provide services.

Middletown borough receives no “rev-
enue stream” that will go away due to TMI 
closing, Finance Director Kevin Zartman 
told the Press & Journal in an email.

Middletown Area School District ex-

pects to see some reduction in earned 
income tax revenue from TMI workers 
living in the district losing their jobs, 
district Chief  Financial Officer David 
Franklin told the Press & Journal. The 
district has not yet been able to quantify 
the potential impact, Franklin said.

Otherwise, Franklin said he is not 
aware of  any ongoing financial contri-
butions that TMI makes to the school 
district or its programs. Seventy-eight of  
TMI’s 675 full-time employees live within 
the 17057 area code, according to figures 
provided by Exelon.

That could impact earned income tax 
revenue received by the district, Middle-
town and Royalton and Lower Swatara 
Township, depending on where these 
employees live, how many leave for jobs 
elsewhere, and how soon.

Speaking by phone after the meet-
ing, Black said Middletown businesses 
worried about TMI closing should first 
determine how much of  their business 
is tied to TMI — and then come up with 
a plan to regain “what I may lose, and 
continue to grow,” Black said.

Black was invited to speak to the as-
sociation’s May meeting at Tattered Flag 
Brewery and Still Works before Exelon 
announced May 8 that closing TMI this 
Sept. 30 is now certain, given state legisla-
tors failing to act on a proposed nuclear 
subsidy in time to meet Exelon’s June 1 
deadline to refuel the Unit 1 reactor.

About 25 people attended, including 
association members and guests. The 
association signed up three new members 
at the meeting, said Scott Sites, who is on 
the interim board of  directors.

While the Olmsted transition is often 
cited as an example of  the area’s resil-
iency, Black during the phone interview 
acknowledged that unlike Olmsted, TMI 
can’t be converted to another use in the 
foreseeable future. The cooling towers 
won’t come down until 2074, under the 
decommissioning plan Exelon submitted 
to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Even were re-use possible, the island 
is nowhere near as large as Olmsted 
was, further diminishing its potential 
for future economic activity, Black said.

But as with Olmsted, the impact of  TMI 
closing will be phased in over several 
years, giving the community time to 
adapt, Black said.

Olmsted had up to 8,000 civilian em-
ployees being transferred to other bases 
from late 1964, when the Pentagon an-
nounced it was closing Olmsted, to June 
30, 1969 when the base was shuttered.

That’s nearly 12 times the 675 full-time 
employees at TMI, although that number 
grows by about 1,500 for a month during 
the refuelings every other year.

The number of  full-time employees at 
TMI will drop to 300 shortly after Sept. 
30, according to the decommissioning 
report. Full-time staff is down to 200 by 
2021, and to about 50 by the end of  2022.

But that’s a lot better than the days 
of  the steel mills closing in the 1980s — 
one day everyone at work, the next day 
everyone gone, Black said.

The immediate impact for local govern-
ments could be a reduction in earned 
income tax revenue as the number of  full-
time workers at TMI goes down, he said.

But also in contrast to the steel mills, 
the TMI workers are not concentrated in 
one town, or even in one county.

According to figures Exelon provided 
in June 2017, 202 of  the 675 workers live 
in Lancaster County and 193 in Dauphin 
— including the 78 within 17057. Another 
76 live in York County, 50 in Cumberland, 
and 43 in Lebanon. The rest are scattered 
in Perry, Franklin and other counties.

“That is going to dissipate the impact of  
the earned income tax (reduction) on any 
one municipality and school district,” 
Black said.

The property tax impact, while ulti-

mately more significant than the earned 
income tax impact for Londonderry, 
Lower Dauphin, and Dauphin County, 
doesn’t happen overnight but is subject 
to assessment changes that must be ap-
proved by the county, Black noted.

“Just because a business closes doesn’t 
mean the property taxes aren’t due. 
Somebody still owes those real estate 
taxes.”

Officially, the chamber doesn’t have a 
position on the nuclear subsidy legisla-
tion, which would make nuclear plants 
eligible for credits by adding nuclear to 
16 forms of  renewable energy, including 
wind and solar, that utilities must pur-
chase electricity from in Pennsylvania.

But the chamber was “not supportive” 
of  the proposal, Black said, noting Exelon 
told the chamber that even if  the legisla-
tion passes, it would only keep TMI open 
another five or six years.

“TMI was a tool to subsidize the entire 
nuclear industry in Pennsylvania” at an 
added annual cost to ratepayers of  $500 
million, Black said.

Proponents say without the subsidy, 
the cost to Pennsylvania will be $4.6 
billion a year if  all nuclear plants close, 
including $788 million in higher elec-
tricity costs and $2 million in lost gross 
domestic product.

Press & Journal Staff 

Leaders of  the Clean Jobs for Pennsyl-
vania coalition on Wednesday said they 
were disappointed that Gov. Tom Wolf and 
the General Assembly failed to take action 
to enact energy policy reforms to prevent 
the premature retirement of  Three Mile 
Island in September. 

CJFP was formed two years ago, shortly 
after Exelon Generation announced that 
TMI would close this year if  policy reforms 
were not enacted in Harrisburg.   

“Ultimately we weren’t able to get that 
done, despite the best efforts of  Rep. Tom 
Mehaffie who worked tirelessly to advance 
his legislation,” said Dauphin County 
Commissioner and CJFP co-chairman 
Mike Pries. “We also appreciate the efforts 
of  Sen. Ryan Aument for introducing a 
similar bill in the Senate.”

The immediate thoughts of  the organi-
zation’s members are with the men and 
women of  TMI and their families, he said.

“We have come to know and respect 
the tremendous professionalism and 
dedication they bring to their jobs each 
and every day. We thank them not only 
for the work they do to produce reliable, 
affordable, clean energy around the clock, 
but also for their support of  local charities 
and organizations, and all they give back 
to the communities they serve in so many 
ways,” he said.

Londonderry Township Supervisor and 
CJFP member Anna Dale said the group is 
concerned for the communities and local 
governments that will be affected, includ-
ing Middletown, Londonderry Township 
and the Lower Dauphin School District, 
as well as first responders.

“We know all too well what this will 
mean for our budgets, and for the small 
business owners whose livelihood de-
pends on the buying power of  TMI and 
its employees,” she said.   

Central Pa. Building & Construction 
Trades Council President and CJFP co-
chairman Joe Gusler said the loss of  TMI 
is devastating to central Pennsylvania.

“It also is a stinging blow to thousands of  
construction workers who rely on the jobs 
created and the millions of  man-hours for 
skilled labor when TMI goes into a refuel-
ing and maintenance outage, such as the 
one that would have been held this fall. 
Those jobs are now gone forever,” he said.

York County Commissioner and CJFP 
co-chairman Chris Reilly said the organi-
zation “remains committed to supporting 
efforts to enact policy changes that recog-
nize and compensate the environmental 
attributes of  nuclear energy, so that no 
other Pennsylvania community has to 
endure what we are about to deal with 
here in central Pennsylvania. It may be 
too late for TMI — but we need to do all 
we can to preserve the rest of  our state’s 
nuclear fleet.”

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

David Black, president and CEO of the Harrisburg Regional Chamber and Capital Region 
Economic Development Corp., talks to members and guests of the Middletown Business 
Association during the association's meeting in Middletown on Thursday.

Londonderry started budget work in 2017 to limit impact

Letavic
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY BILL DARRAH 

TMI Vice President Ed Callan presents Londonderry Township Fire 
Department a check for $40,000 on Aug. 4, 2017, during a golf outing at 
Sunset Golf Course.

Clean Jobs for 
Pennsylvania 
faults Wolf, 
Legislature for 
lack of action

Chamber chief: Middletown in position to absorb loss

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

State legislation making grants avail-
able to communities hit by a power plant 
closing could be put on the fast track, 
following Exelon’s announcement that 
Three Mile Island will be shut down.

Exelon’s announcement puts the 
brakes on legislation proposed in the state 
House and Senate to provide a subsidy 
for the nuclear industry in Pennsylvania, 
said Chuck Erdman, chief  of  staff for Sen. 
John DiSanto, sponsor of  the proposed 

legislation. His district includes much of  
Lower Dauphin School District — among 
those hardest hit by TMI closing.

With lawmakers not meeting Exelon’s 
deadline for legislation, the impetus 
to quickly pass a nuclear subsidy bill 
is gone, Erdman said. He now sees a 
“broader conversation about energy 
policy” taking place in the Legislature.

DiSanto’s bill has not been introduced 
but had been distributed among all state 
senators to attract co-sponsors.

Erdman hopes that the bill can get out 
of  committee and be voted on by the full 

Senate before the end of  June, by which 
time legislators will break for the sum-
mer after taking care of  the state budget.

If  not, the bill would be ready for the 
Senate to take up when it returns in the 
fall, Erdman said.

Under DiSanto’s proposal, the De-
partment of  Community and Economic 
Development would make state grants 
available to local governments that expe-
rience a reduction of  at least 20 percent 
in property tax collections and payments 
in lieu of  taxes received by a power plant.

Eligible local governments could apply 

for temporary relief  for up to four years. 
Initial awards may be up to 80 percent of  
the demonstrated tax loss in the first year, 
up to 60 percent in year two, 40 percent 
in year three, and 20 percent in year four.

The relief  would give municipalities 
and school districts time to replace tax 
shortfalls and to transition while lessen-
ing the immediate impact on schools and 
essential public services.

“In the case of  TMI, we would be look-
ing at less than $2 million in the first year. 
In the grand scheme of  things, that is 
relatively modest,” Erdman said.

Plan to make grants available after power plant closings may move ahead
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Prince Edwin-Spring Creek Lodge 
No. 486

Spaghetti Dinner

Prince Edwin-Spring Creek 
Masonic Temple

131 West Emaus Street
Middletown

Election Day • May 21st
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$4.00 Children 12 and under
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Tickets available at the Library or at the Door

Please email smatincheck@gmail.com for more information

Eat In or Take Out
Local delivery also available

Call 717-991-1157
Dinner Served All Day!

11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Bene� ts Middletown Public Library
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TMI RUNS OUT OF STEAM
of  the fuel is specific to the Unit 1 reactor core, 
and it must be ordered by June 1 in order 
for the plant to continue operating beyond 
Sept. 30.

“We were very transparent with the Leg-
islature” as to the need to act by June 1, 
Marcheskie said.

With only three days left in the legislative 
session, “that’s why the decision was made 
today” to announce that the closing of TMI will 
take place on Sept. 30, as planned, Marcheskie 
said May 8. “There isn’t a path at this time to 
get a bill to the governor’s desk within that 
time frame. A couple of  days is not going to 
change that.”

Wolf makes statement
Gov. Tom Wolf  said Wednesday that he 

still believes it is essential to continue “this 
important conversation about preserving and 
growing Pennsylvania’s carbon-free energy 
footprint,” and he is hopeful that a consensus 
can be reached in the coming weeks.

“I was disappointed to learn this morning’s 
unfortunate news and continue to stand today 
with the workers at Three Mile Island and 
the surrounding community,” Wolf  said. “I 
have directed the Department of  Labor & 
Industry to immediately begin plans to en-
gage with these workers about their futures, 
and a Rapid Response team is in the process 
of  being deployed. They are skilled workers 
who are in-demand in the economy. While I 
understand the operator is working to offer 
internal positions to these workers, we will 
not spare our resources to provide assistance 
to those who will be impacted.”

Beyond TMI, Exelon’s Barron said that if  
TMI closes as planned on Sept. 30, Exelon 
will continue working with the Legislature 
to enact reforms Exelon said are needed to 
preserve the eight other nuclear units that 
are running throughout Pennsylvania.

Financial impact
TMI has 675 full-time employees and an 

annual payroll of  $60 million. The plant 
pays more than $1 million combined in an-
nual taxes to Lower Dauphin School District, 
Londonderry Township and 
Dauphin County.

In Londonderry Town-
ship, TMI’s annual golf  out-
ing at Sunset Golf  Course 
has raised thousands of  
dollars for the Londonderry 
Volunteer Fire Company. 

Londonderry Township 
Manager Steve Letavic 
called the news “absolutely 
devastating” for the region 
and state. 

The decision will result 
in increased carbon emis-
sions as fossil fuel produc-
ers supplement the power 
generated from nuclear 
producers, Letavic said. 
TMI and the nuclear industry, he said, is 
an economic driver in the state in terms of  
thousands of  jobs and billions of  dollars in 
gross domestic product, and he believes the 
“negative economic impact will be severe.”

“For our families and friends that work at 
Three Mile Island, we stand with you, and 
we are heartbroken with you; you have been 
part of  the fabric of  our community. This is 
truly a sad day for Londonderry Township 
and the state of  Pennsylvania,” Letavic said. 

The plant and its employees have also 
contributed about $300,000 a year to charities 
throughout the region, according to Exelon.

However, TMI has not made a profit in six 
years, Exelon said in 2018.

Other studies have also noted that TMI is 
the only nuclear plant in the state currently 
viewed as unprofitable, a consequence largely 
due to TMI’s unique situation — in Pennsyl-
vania at least — of  having just one working 
reactor, following the March 1979 accident 
that permanently shut down Unit 2 in 1979.

Marcheskie acknowledged the challenge 

the proposed legislation has faced, given the 
arguments from opponents that TMI is the 
only plant in need of  immediate economic 
assistance.

However, the proposed legislation in the 
House and Senate to preserve the nuclear 
industry in Pennsylvania “was not just for 
distressed plants,” Marcheskie said. “It was 
to give benefits to the nuclear power industry 
because it does generate 93 percent of  carbon-
free electricity in Pennsylvania. While TMI 
was a big driver because it is physically chal-
lenged to try and correct the market flaws and 
level the playing field, the bills really do help 
the non-polluters in the energy grid.”

Legislative effort fails
Exelon first announced in May 2017 that it 

would prematurely retire TMI in September 
2019, unless the state enacted reforms Exelon 
viewed as being needed to put TMI and other 
nuclear plants in Pennsylvania on a “level 
playing field” with other forms of  renewable 

energy, such as wind 
and solar.

In March of  this year 
Rep. Tom Mehaffie, 
R-Lower Swatara, in-
troduced House Bill 
11, which would sub-
sidize TMI and the 
other nuclear plants 
in Pennsylvania by 
adding nuclear to the 
list of  16 forms of  re-
newable energy from 
which utilities are 
required to purchase 
electricity.

Mehaffie told the 
Press & Journal on 
May 8 that there is no 

committee vote scheduled on his bill.
The subsidy would come in the form of  

a credit that these utilities would have to 
purchase. The utilities could pass the cost 
of  purchasing these credits onto customers. 
Mehaffie has said his bill would on average 
cost Pennsylvanians $500 million more a year 
in electricity costs.

However, Mehaffie says that without his 
legislation — and without nuclear if  all the 
plants in the state close — the eventual added 
cost to Pennsylvania residents and businesses 
will be an estimated $4.6 billion a year, includ-
ing $788 million in higher electricity costs 
for consumers and $2 million in lost gross 
domestic product.

Besides the economics, Mehaffie and other 
proponents of  the legislation, including Ex-
elon, say the credits are a fairness issue; in 
that nuclear should be rewarded for being the 
largest source of  carbon-free emissions for 
the production of  electricity in Pennsylvania.

Allowing TMI and the other nuclear plants 
to close will make it more difficult for the 

state to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
proponents of  the legislation say.

However, opponents contend that the legis-
lation is a bailout of  a nuclear industry that 
is already profitable.

The legislation would needlessly increase 
the cost of  electricity for residents and busi-
nesses in Pennsylvania, say the opponents.

Besides House Bill 11 legislation similar to 
Mehaffie’s was introduced in the Senate in ear-
ly April by Sen. Ryan Aument, R-Lancaster.

Aument’s bill has not been scheduled for 
a committee vote. In a statement May 8, he 
said that while TMI may be the only nuclear 
plant in the state that is not making a profit 
now, that may not be the case in the long run.

“There are those who believe that the eco-
nomic and market pressures that ultimately 
forced TMI to prematurely retire are isolated 
to that facility,” Aument said. “Make no mis-
take, these pressures will soon be felt by all of  
the other nuclear plants across Pennsylvania, 
and unfortunately Exelon’s announcement 
only serves to reinforce that conclusion. 
The very thorough review completed by the 
Nuclear Energy Caucus has led me to be-
lieve that, absent federal or state action, the 
premature closure of  the Commonwealth’s 
nuclear power plants will trigger severe 
impacts with regards to diminished grid 
resiliency, increased monthly electric bills, 
weakened portfolio diversity, and poorer air 
quality in this Commonwealth.

I hope that I am wrong with respect to these 
economic and environmental consequences.”

Brace for impact
“We are very disappointed today to have to 

make this decision that Pennsylvania and the 
legislature doesn’t put more value on nuclear 
power plants,” Marcheskie said, adding that 
TMI alone generates more electricity than all 
wind and solar combined in the state. “It’s an 
emotional day for everybody here. You have 
people who have worked at this plant for 30, 
40 years, raised kids at this plant. People are 
ingrained in this community — little league 
coaches, Girl Scout volunteers. We love living 
here in central Pennsylvania, so for us to have 
to make the decision here today that this plant 
will no longer be operational is difficult.”

The decision also means that besides the 
employees, the communities are going to 
have to “brace” for the impact of  TMI closing, 
Marcheskie said.

TMI will be down to about 50 full-time em-
ployees by the end of  2022, under the decom-
missioning plan that Exelon recently submit-
ted to the Nuclear Regulator Commission.

However, Marcheskie declined to provide a 
timetable regarding when Exelon will begin 
applying to Dauphin County for a reduced as-
sessment of  the TMI plant aimed at reducing 
the amount of  property taxes that are paid.

“That’s a discussion for another day. I don’t 
have that timeline at this time,” he said.

“They dropped the legislation 
in March,” Epstein said. “Anyone 
who drops legislation in March 
and expects it to be passed by May 
should book a ticket on Fantasy 
Airlines. It just doesn’t work that 
way.”

Epstein said he believes that the 
legislation that was introduced to 
provide economic support to TMI 
and the four other nuclear plants 
in Pennsylvania is now “dead.”

“When you pull out TMI, you 
lose the support of  a lot of  south 
central Pennsylvania Republi-
cans,” he said. “Some of  the folks 
here would have supported a 
bailout for local economic reasons. 
Some of  these same people are not 
anxious to bail out Philadelphia or 
Pittsburgh.”

 Even without TMI, Pennsylva-
nia still has the largest concen-
tration of  nuclear power in the 
country, second only to Illinois 
— but Illinois does not have the 
natural gas that Pennsylvania has, 
Epstein says.

“It’s a good thing,” he adds. “We 
have diversity. We are at a good 
place. TMI is not the economic 
engine it used to be.”

“This is a resilient community. 
We have endured job losses at the 
steel mill and Hershey and AMP. 
Nobody bailed them out. It’s not 
a happy time. Nobody is spiking 
the ball in the end zone. We have 
to rally around the workers.”

Transition plan
Under TMI Alert’s proposed 

“transition plan” for Three Mile 
Island, about which Epstein 
testified before the state House 
Environmental Committee on 
April 29, 65 percent of  salaries of  
all TMI Unit 1 employees would 
be put into a fund for two years 
to assist with the transitioning of  
those employees.

The transition plan would cover 
a time period for as long as spent 
fuel is on site at Three Mile Island.

Charitable contributions and 
tax revenue paid by Exelon would 
remain constant and be extended 
based upon a settlement reached 
between Dauphin County and the 
owners of  TMI in 2008.

That agreement was to expire 
in 2017. Exelon in December 2017 
agreed to extend the agreement 
for two years, but did not want to 
extend it further given Exelon’s 
announced intention to shut down 
TMI by Sept. 30.

Exelon would continue making 
annual payments to the state and 
to each county within 10 miles of  
TMI to defray costs of  providing 
emergency radiological planning, 
at an agreed-upon reduced level 
until all spent nuclear fuel has 
been removed from the site, ac-
cording to the TMI Alert proposal.

Anti-bailout group reacts
The blame for Three Mile Island 

closing this September belongs 
with the plant’s owner, Exelon, 
not with Pennsylvania legislators 
failing to enact a bailout in time to 
meet Exelon’s deadline, the group 
Citizens Against Nuclear Bailouts 
said in a statement issued May 8.

“Exelon Generation has made a 
business decision to begin the pro-
cess of  ending nuclear generation 
operations at Three Mile Island 
rather than invest the corpora-
tion’s billions of  dollars in profits 

to support the plant, community 
and its employees,” said CANB, 
which describes itself  as a “diverse 
coalition of  Pennsylvania citizens’ 
groups, power generators, and en-
ergy, business and manufacturing 
associations.”

“This decision was made in their 
boardroom, where it belongs,” 
CANB said. “Exelon should never 
have held their employees and the 
community hostage as it demand-
ed a bailout from Pennsylvania 
ratepayers and lawmakers.”

Exelon in its statement issued 
May 8 announcing the closure of  
TMI said that Exelon will keep 
working with the state Legislature 
to enact reforms the company says 
are needed to preserve the four 
other nuclear plants in Pennsyl-
vania.

Legislation was introduced 
in the state House, by Rep. Tom 
Mehaffie, R-Lower Swatara Town-
ship, and in the Senate that would 
require electric utilities to pur-
chase credits to provide economic 
support for TMI and other nuclear 
plants in Pennsylvania.

The legislation would add 
nuclear to the list of  16 sources 
of  renewable energy in the state, 
including wind and solar, from 
which electric utilities in Penn-
sylvania are already required to 
purchase electricity.

Supporters say that nuclear 
should be added to the list, to com-
pensate nuclear for generating 93 
percent of  all carbon-free energy 
that is produced in Pennsylvania.

Several public hearings were 
held on Mehaffie’s legislation in 
the House Consumer Affairs Com-
mittee — the last being on May 
6. However, the committee never 
scheduled a vote on the proposal.

Likewise, a committee vote was 
never scheduled on the Senate leg-
islation introduced by Sen. Ryan 
Aument, R-Lancaster.

In its statement, CANB said that 
the group will continue to oppose 
“an unwarranted nearly half-
billion dollar ratepayer-funded 
corporate handout from lawmak-
ers in the Capitol.”

“Lawmakers should continue to 
reject this attempt at a corporate 
cash grab being led by three out-
of-state corporations projected 
to make more than $1 billion in 
profits in Pennsylvania in 2018 
and 2019,” CANB said, referring 
to Exelon, FirstEnergy Solutions 
and Talen Energy.

FirstEnergy has said it will shut 
down its Beaver Valley nuclear 
power plant in western Pennsylva-
nia in 2021, unless the state enacts 
the reforms sought by Exelon.

Experts still consider the Beaver 
Valley plant to be profitable.

Of  the five nuclear plants in 
Pennsylvania, TMI is the only one 
not making a profit — supporting 
arguments from CANB and other 
opponents that the legislative re-
lief  is an unnecessary bailout that 
will lead to higher electricity costs 
for consumers and businesses.

worked at libraries in three 
Pennsylvania counties, and she 
said that she liked how accessible 
Middletown’s library was to both 
staff and residents.

“I’m excited to have Andrea on 
staff because she has some great 
new ideas for programs for chil-
dren and teens,” Director John 
Grayshaw said.

Black grew up in Elizabeth-
town. After college, she moved to 
Memphis, where she worked in 
libraries. 

She liked having a job where she 
didn’t have to sit still, plus she liked 
working with children. 

“I really like the information as-
pect of  libraries,” Black said. She 
explained that outside of  informa-
tion for homework, the library was 
a place that the public could access 
resources such as books, movies 
or computers. 

About 14 years ago, Black was 
planning on moving back to the 
area and was applying for jobs in 

libraries. She ended up being hired 
as the children’s librarian.

“It was really fun. I made a lot 
of  changes. Started revamping the 
Summer Reading Program that 
summer, and turned it more into 
what it is now,” she said.

Before, the Summer Reading 
Program was like school, she said, 
where participants had to com-
plete projects and assignments. 
She suggested a similar model that 
she used in Memphis — rewarding 
participants for reading. 

The library’s Summer Reading 
Program kicks off this year June 
8. The theme is “A Universe of  
Stories.” Visit the library’s website 
for a full list of  Summer Reading 
Program activities at middletown-
publiclib.org.

Black stayed in the Middletown 
children’s librarian position for 

about a year before leaving to look 
for a full-time job. Over the past 14 
years she worked in other fields, 
including most recently running 
the volunteer program for the 
Whitaker Center in Harrisburg. 

According to Grayshaw, as the 
children’s librarian, she will be 
in charge of  planning and imple-
menting programs for both kids 
and teens, running the Summer 
Reading Program and ordering 
new books and weeding through 
the library’s children’s and young 
adult sections. 

Besides working on the Summer 
Reading Program, one of  her goals 
is to draw teens back into the li-
brary, and she plans to go through 
the library’s collection and make 
some updates, particularly the 
nonfiction section. 

“I tend to like quirky, funny, 
weird things,” she said.

Don’t expect any drastic changes 
immediately. All of  the regular 
programs, such as the LEGO Ju-
nior Maker Club and the STEM 
Club, will remain the same.

LIBRARIAN: Black wants to draw teens to library
From page A1 “I tend to like quirky, 

funny, weird things.”

Andrea Black, children’s librarian

WATCHDOG: Bailout opposed
From page A1 “Anyone who drops 

legislation in March and 
expects it to be passed by 
May should book a ticket 
on Fantasy Airlines. It just 
doesn’t work that way.”

TMI Alert’s Eric Epstein

TMI: Lack of legislation leads Exelon to confirm closure of plant
From page A1
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The building that houses TMI’s nuclear reactor is shown in this 2010 photo.

This historical marker is a constant 
reminder of what happened at the plant 
40 years ago.
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Three seats are up for grabs 
on the Lower Swatara Township 
Board of  Commissioners, and 
Republican incumbents Mike 
Davies, Todd Truntz and Jon 
Wilt are running for re-election, 
along with Republican Donald 
Wagner. Three will advance to 
the November general election.

Danielle Prokopchak is the 
only Democrat running, mean-
ing she is almost guaranteed a 
spot on the November ballot.

All responded to these Press 
& Journal questions, and some 
provided biographical informa-
tion as requested.

Mike Davies
I hold a bachelor of  arts 

degree in broadcast journalism 
from Penn State, have a number 
of  years of  experience in the 
cable television and advertis-
ing industry; and have been 
employed by the Pennsylvania 
House of  Representatives Com-
munications Office for nearly 30 
years. I also have about 16 years 
of  experience in a variety of  lo-
cal government positions.

1. How would you ensure a 
balance of growth and develop-
ment in Lower Swatara Town-
ship with a rural feel and open 
space?

Answer: I personally highly 
value the semi-rural nature 
of  our community and have a 
strong interest in preserving the 
character of  our neighborhoods 
as best we can. I’m glad to say 
that Lower Swatara Township 
has a comprehensive plan in 
place that was publicly reviewed 
and improved in the last couple 
of  years by a committee of  
citizens. This comprehensive 
plan directly addresses many of  
the planning and zoning issues 
at the heart of  the growth issue. 
As most citizens know, farming 
is no longer as economically vi-
able as it once was. This means 
more landowners will be explor-
ing non-agricultural uses when 

repurposing 
their proper-
ties. We have 
been striving 
to accommo-
date some lim-
ited growth by 
encouraging 
development 
projects to fo-
cus on areas that either already 
have some form of  business or 
industrial zoning, or are in areas 
close to township borders and 
away from residential areas. We 
also have put an emphasis on 
keeping development in corri-
dors with direct access to state 
roads and major highways, to 
attempt to direct commercial 
traffic away from residential 
streets. It is my desire to see our 
township maintain compliance 
with the existing zoning map 
whenever possible in order to 
limit any further adverse effects 
on residential neighborhoods.

2. What is the best way for the 
township and its residents to 
handle funding for a stormwa-
ter utility and MS4 needs?

Answer: Sadly, our federal 
government is forcing Penn-
sylvania communities in the 
Susquehanna drainage area to 
achieve higher quality standards 
for municipal stormwater runoff 
than other areas of  the state. Re-
gardless of  the unfair nature of  
the court-ordered standards, we 
will eventually be legally forced 
to comply and to fund a series 
of  improvements to meet these 
standards. I personally have 
favored delaying any form of  as-
sessment on property owners for 
impervious surfaces that create 
runoff, but we cannot hold out 
forever and fail to upgrade our 
storm water systems. Presently, 
we are funding drainage im-
provements through low inter-
est state PENNVEST loans and 
grants, but it will not give us the 
level of  water quality improve-
ment we need at a cost we can 
afford. That is why we will be 
examining a limited impervi-
ous surface fee program in the 
future, similar to many of  our 

surrounding municipalities. We 
are wrestling with developing 
the simplest, most fair and most 
affordable assessment for our 
property owners that will allow 
the township to be in compli-
ance. We took the first step this 
year by hiring an MS4 coordi-
nator to begin dealing with the 
enormous amount of  annual 
documentation and reporting 
that must be completed.

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Lower Swatara Township by 
the end of 2020?

Answer: I look forward to 
working with lawmakers, 
PennDOT and regional trans-
portation planners to assure 
the roads in our township are 
brought up to date, with road 
widening projects, signal addi-
tions and other much needed 
improvements to deal with the 
increased traffic our township 
has experienced. I also look 
forward to the completion of  the 
first comprehensive study of  our 
township’s recreational facilities 
and needs. This study, which 
will be funded through a state 
grant, will give us the guidance 
we need to improve the town-
ship recreational infrastructure 
so that we may meet the needs 
of  our citizens in the future. 
Finally, I am deeply interested in 
engaging in a serious dialogue 
with both state, federal and Har-
risburg International Airport 
officials about flood prevention 
infrastructure and mitigation 
projects to help solve our town-
ship’s historic flooding issues. 

Danielle Prokopchak
Danielle Prokopchak serves 

as the creative director for the 
Pennsylvania Senate Democrats. 
Prior to working for the Senate, 
she was the communications 
director for WITF/Top Flight 
Media. Born and raised close by 
in Lancaster, she and her family 
have lived in Lower Swatara 
Township for seven years. Dani-
elle is a graduate of  Millersville 
University. 

1. How would you ensure a 
balance of growth and develop-
ment in Lower Swatara Town-
ship with a rural feel and open 
spaces?

Answer: Striking a balance of  
growth and development while 
maintaining our precious land 
and quality of  life is difficult but 
important. One simple and effec-
tive solution is better transpar-
ency. It’s no secret that our area 
is desirable to developers, so it’s 
up to the board to determine 
how to handle those requests 
while answering to the residents 
of  Lower Swatara — the people 
who elect the commissioners. I 
believe that the residents of  LST 
— our family, our neighbors, our 
friends — come before corporate 
interest. I am also a big propo-
nent of  “We, the people” — the 
desires of  the residents is impor-
tant to take into consideration 
before, during and after meeting 
with development companies. A 
small group of  people shouldn’t 
determine the future of  an 
entire township behind closed 
doors. Keyword here is balance.

2. What is the best way for the 
township and its residents to 
handle funding for a stormwa-
ter utility and MS4 needs?

Answer: I am not sure that 
there is one simple solution to 
this multi-faceted issue, but 
certainly collaborating with 
state legislators is a good start. 
Monitoring compliance while 
ensuring we’re doing our part as 
residents to keep our waterways 
clean is important but not at the 
cost of  overburdening taxpay-
ers. I would also propose an 
updated series of  public hear-
ings or education campaigns so 
that residents understand what 
MS4 actually means and how 
it impacts them. Like everyone 
else, I would like to explore 
other options than just fees and 
tax hikes.

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Lower Swatara Township by 
the end of 2020?

Answer: The development of  
our township seems to be one 
of  the most important issues 
for my neighbors and residents 
of  LST, so it’s one of  the most 
important issues for me. I would 
like for the board to develop a 
transparency plan or pledge so 
that residents have some peace 
of  mind. I am also extremely in-
terested in keeping lines of  com-
munication open with the Lower 
Swatara Police Department 

when it comes 
to their labor 
relations. 
Unions are 
the backbone 
of  our com-
munity, and I 
want to make 
sure that those 
who serve to 
protect us know that they are 
equally protected in their labor 
endeavors. 

Todd Truntz
1. How would you ensure a 

balance of growth and develop-
ment in Lower Swatara Town-
ship with a rural feel and open 
spaces?

Answer: Lower Swatara 
Township is a great place to live 
because of  its rural setting and 
convenience to major highways. 
Our location is also attractive to 
businesses because of  its acces-
sibility. Online shopping is now 
a big part of  our lives, which 
requires distribution systems 
like we’ve never seen. When you 
combine a strong economy and 
increased consumer demand 
with a rural community that’s 
adjacent to a major highway 
network, the interests of  large 
landowners seeking to maximize 
their properties are often at odds 
with residents who do not want 
increased traffic and loss of  open 
spaces. It’s not easy to balance 
these competing interests and do 
what’s right for the township. 

We can’t legally outlaw 
industrial development. Con-
stitutional due process permits 
developers to request changes 
in zoning. These requests must 
first go through the zoning hear-
ing board and then the board 
of  commissioners. All meetings 
must be publicly advertised, 
which residents have the right 
to attend and express their 
concerns. There are no “secret’’ 
or other closed-door meetings 
to exclude the public from this 
process. In fact, the board usu-
ally requires the developer to set 
up its own “town hall” meet-
ing to present their plan to our 
residents, which gives folks yet 
another opportunity to voice 
concerns.

Each situation is different. 
Industrial developments in the 
far corners of  the township 
that may already be zoned for a 
similar use and have highway 
access are different situations 
than those in areas surrounded 
by schools and residential devel-
opments. Sometimes we need to 
consider jobs that could benefit 
our residents. Development can 
also bring significant tax rev-
enue, which can help take the 
tax burden off of  us. Although 
we’ve heard about areas offering 
tax breaks and other incentives, 
we have not done that in the 
township during my tenure. I 
would not be in favor of  that in 
the future. 

Personally, I do not like to see 
industrial development and I 
wish the farms and open spaces 
could stay as they are. But as a 
commissioner, I have a duty to 
remain objective and respect the 
rights of  all sides. If  reelected, 
I will do my best to preserve 
the rural character of  Lower 
Swatara Township while acting 
within the law. I will continue to 
evaluate each case objectively 
by balancing the interests of  
affected residents, landowners, 
and the positive and negative 
effects on the township in order 
to make the best decision. 

2. What is the best way for the 
township and its residents to 
handle funding for a stormwa-
ter utility and MS4 needs?

Answer: “MS4” stands for 
“municipal separate storm sew-
er system.” The township’s MS4 
is its stormwater sewer system, 
which is operated under a per-
mit issued by the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection. In recent years, DEP 
has been charged with enforc-
ing regulations imposed by the 
federal Clean Water Act, which 
was enacted to prevent pollut-
ants from flowing into our wa-
terways. Through these regula-
tions, a lot of  stringent stormwa-
ter management standards have 
been forced upon municipalities. 
It is very expensive for munici-
palities to meet these standards, 
and if  we don’t, serious fines 
can be levied by DEP. These MS4 
Clean Water Act standards are 
an unfunded mandate that, like 
all other Pennsylvania munici-
palities, the township must find 
a way to pay for. 

I believe the 
fairest way 
to fund MS4 
compliance is 
through a sep-
arate fee, like 
many of  our 
neighboring 
communities 
have done. A 
fee can be looked at like our san-
itary sewer system: stormwater 
flows from our properties into 
the storm sewers and we pay for 
the level of  this “usage.” The 
advantages of  a separate fee are 
twofold. First, we can tailor the 
amount of  the fee based on how 
much stormwater flows from a 
particular property. Basically, 
the more undeveloped, water-
absorbing ground on the prop-
erty (“pervious surface”), the 
less water flows off that property 
into the stormwater system. So, 
the average residential property 
with a house, driveway and 
walkways would be at the lower 
end of  the fee, while large com-
mercial or industrial properties 
with big buildings and parking 
lots would be on the higher scale 
(more “impervious surface”). 
The second advantage is, unlike 
a tax, all property owners are 
subject to the fee, which does not 
exclude government and non-
profit owners as exempt. In my 
opinion, all owners of  property 
having impervious surface cre-
ate stormwater system runoff, so 
we should all share in the cost. 

Believe me, as a resident 
and as a commissioner, I’m 
not happy about a fee for MS4 
regulations. We’ve tried to delay 
the fee as long as possible. But 
unfortunately, the regulations 
have been imposed by the fed-
eral government and there’s not 
much we can do but create an 
equitable funding method so the 
township can comply with these 
new stormwater standards. 

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Lower Swatara Township by 
the end of 2020?

Answer: I would like to see 
work started on our new Shire-
man Park by the end of  2020. A 
few years ago, the board was ap-
proached by the Lower Swatara 
Athletic Association with a 
concern about a shortage of  
baseball and softball fields. This 
year there are approximately 
250 players and nearly 100 adult 
volunteers who participate in 
this great program that benefits 
township kids. With this need in 
mind, we were approached by 
a resident who had interest in 
selling a parcel of  land located 
on the corner of  Longview Drive 
and Ebenezer Road. The land-
owner was willing to offer the 
property at a below-market 
price in exchange for its use as 
a park for residents to enjoy. We 
did some research and could 
not find land in the township 
with better topography or at a 
lower asking price. The board at 
the time felt the price was right 
and that we should invest in the 
future recreational needs of  the 
township, which may include 
additional ball fields, perhaps 
a dog park, nature trails and 
unimproved natural areas. 

The township paid for this 
land using grant funds and from 
accumulated monies in our 
Parks and Recreation Fund. This 
fund is comprised of  fees paid 
by land developers for creation 
of  parks and open spaces. No 
tax dollars were used for this 
purchase. The property was 
formerly enrolled in the county 
“Clean & Green” program so 
prior tax revenue was minimal. 
While we are planning for devel-
opment, the property is being 
leased to a local farmer, whose 
rent provides revenue and 
farming operations take care of  
maintenance. 

We plan to develop our new 
park through grant funding and 
future funds paid into our Parks 
and Recreation Fund. Several 
years ago, the township faced a 
crisis with the soccer associa-
tion when the kids had nowhere 
to play. The result is Greenfield 
Park that cost the township over 
a million dollars and required 
a bond to be issued. While that 
park was certainly money well 
spent, our plan with Shireman 
is to anticipate future needs and 
fund as much of  the develop-
ment as we can without using 
tax dollars or requiring bond 
financing. This requires plan-
ning and can be a slow process, 
because grant monies take time 
to materialize. Sometimes we 
are awarded grants and some-

times not. We recently applied 
for a grant for $1,040,000 for 
planning and development of  
the Shireman Park. Hopefully 
that grant comes through, and 
we can move forward with 
development in 2020. In the end, 
I believe we will have a nice park 
that will accommodate needed 
baseball and softball facilities, as 
well as recreational space for all 
residents, at minimal cost to us 
as taxpayers. 

Donald Wagner
1. How would you ensure a 

balance of growth and develop-
ment in Lower Swatara Town-
ship with a rural feel and open 
space?

Answer: By 
maintaining a 
stricter bud-
get, control-
ling unneces-
sary spending.

2. What is 
the best way 
for the town-
ship and its residents to handle 
funding for a stormwater utility 
and MS4 needs?

Answer: Each household will 
be required to pay a set fee.

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Lower Swatara Township by 
the end of 2020?

Answer: Honesty, integrity 
and above all common sense, 
keeping the residents first. 

Jon Wilt
U.S. Postal Service, 31 years, 

retired, retail and customer 
service specialist; city of  Harris-
burg, Community Development, 
housing inspector; Parks and 
Recreation, 
equipment 
operator;  Mer-
chant Marines, 
engine depart-
ment, sailed to 
Europe, Africa 
and the Far 
East including 
Saigon and Da 
Nang Vietnam during wartime; 
on various ships (freighters, 
tankers) delivering oil or other 
payloads. Graduated from Mil-
ton Hershey School; graduated 
and attended continuing edu-
cation at Lundeberg School of  
Seamanship, Maryland.

1. How would you ensure a 
balance of growth and develop-
ment in Lower Swatara Town-
ship with a rural feel and open 
spaces?

Answer: I will ensure respon-
sible growth and development 
by examining each possible proj-
ect and discussing details with 
the township staff, paid profes-
sionals, as well as with commu-
nity input — working through 
to the best possible option to 
maintain a proper balance. A 
major concern has been our 
athletic facilities that may not be 
sufficient for our future needs. 
The Shireman property was pur-
chased at a good price. We were 
able to use an available grant ob-
tained from county gaming. We 
will be seeking future available 
grants to continue our vision of  
developing recreational facilities 
for this site. 

2. What is the best way for 
the township and its residents 
to handle funding for a storm 
water utility and MS4 needs? 

Answer: We are working 
toward a rate structure that 
will levy a fee rather than a tax. 
This then would be shared by all 
residents and land owners. It is 
more equitable and fair to the 
township at large because a tax-
exempt property would not be 
included to pay. As of  May 1, we 
have hired a MS4 coordinator to 
work with our codes department 
and our public works depart-
ment to help with the environ-
mental issues.  

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Lower Swatara Township by 
the end of 2020?

Answer: As we are facing ag-
ing infrastructure, we will be co-
ordinating a permanent upgrade 
with the temporary fix to the 
sinkhole at Spring Garden Drive 
and Lumber Street that was just 
completed May 7. The upgrade 
will include the sanitary sewer 
lines, water lines and culverts 
both there and leading to Green-
wood Street. Our salt storage 
shed is in need of  replacement. 
We will also be replacing the 
Highland Street bridge. Various 
other projects exist and will be 
worked on and completed in 2020 
and beyond. 

Davies

ELECTION 2019

Prokopchak Truntz

Wagner

Wilt

Pennsylvania’s primary is Tuesday, May 21. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. In Pennsylvania primaries, you 
can only vote for candidates in the same political party under which you are registered. There are multiple 
uncontested races on the ballot. Coverage on pages A4-A6 focuses on the main locally contested races. 
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HHH DAUPHIN COUNTY POLLING PLACES HHH

CONEWAGO TOWNSHIP 
1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE CONEWAGO TWP. MUNICIPAL
  BUILDING 
  3279 OLD HERSHEY RD.
  ELIZABETHTOWN PA  17022

2ND PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE UNIVERSITY MUSIC SERVICE
  3514 ELIZABETHTOWN RD.
  ELIZABETHTOWN PA  17022

DERRY TOWNSHIP
1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
  433 E. MAIN ST.  
  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

 2ND PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE HERSHEY LIBRARY
  701 COCOA AVE, ROOM 2
  HERSHEY PA  17033

3RD PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE FIRST CHURCH - HERSHEY
  64 W. CHOCOLATE AVE.
  HERSHEY PA 17033

4TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE DERRY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
  248 E. DERRY RD.
  HERSHEY PA  17033

5TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE HERSHEY LIBRARY
  701 COCOA AVE.,  ROOM 1  
  HERSHEY PA  17033

6TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE HERSHEY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
  986 E. GOVERNOR ROAD
  HERSHEY, PA 17033

7TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
  OF HERSHEY 
  330 HILLTOP RD.
  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

8TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE BROWNSTONE MASONIC TEMPLE
  215 W. GOVERNOR RD.
  HERSHEY PA  17033

9TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE CREST OF HERSHEY
  220 CRESCENT DR. (CLUBHOUSE)
  HERSHEY PA  17033

10TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE COCOA BEANERY
  1215 RESEARCH BLVD.  
  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

11TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE BROWNSTONE MASONIC TEMPLE
  215 W. GOVERNOR RD.
  HERSHEY PA  17033

12TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
  850 HILL CHURCH RD.
  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

13TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
  OF HERSHEY 
  330 HILLTOP RD.
  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

14TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE HERSHEY HEIGHTS
  2151 GRAMERCY PL. 
  (COMMUNITY ROOM)
  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

15TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE LOWER DAUPHIN FIELD HOUSE
  (MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM)
  251 QUARRY RD. 
  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

HIGHSPIRE BOROUGH
 ACCESSIBLE CITIZENS FIRE HOUSE
  272  2ND ST.
  HIGHSPIRE PA  17034

HUMMELSTOWN BOROUGH
1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE HUMMELSTOWN FIRE CO. #1
             &   249-251 E. MAIN ST.
2ND PRECINCT  HUMMELSTOWN PA  17036

LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP
1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE MIDDLETOWN HUNTERS & ANGLERS
  1350 SCHOOLHOUSE RD.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057
2ND PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE LONDONDERRY FIRE HOUSE  
  2655 FOXIANNA RD
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP continued
3RD PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE GRACE CHAPEL CHURCH
  2535 COLEBROOK RD.
  ELIZABETHTOWN PA  17022

LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP

1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE LOWER SWATARA FIRE STATION
  1350 FULLING MILL RD.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

2ND PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP   
  BUILDING
  1499 SPRING GARDEN DR.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

3RD PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
  NISSLEY DR. & ROSEDALE AVE.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

4TH PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE LOWER SWATARA FIRE STATION
  1350 FULLING MILL RD.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH

1ST WARD  1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE RESCUE FIREMAN’S HOME ASSOC.
  600 S. UNION ST.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

1ST WARD  2ND PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL 
  LUTHERAN CHURCH
  121 N. SPRING ST.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

2ND WARD  1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE MIDDLETOWN PRESBYTERIAN
  CHURCH 
  WATER & UNION STS.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

2ND WARD  2ND PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE LYALL J. FINK SCHOOL
  150 RACE ST.  
  (REAR LOBBY)
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

3RD WARD  1ST PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE FREY VILLAGE
  1020 N. UNION ST.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

3RD WARD  2ND PRECINCT ACCESSIBLE LIBERTY FIRE CO. #1
  ADELIA & EMAUS STS.
  MIDDLETOWN PA  17057

ROYALTON BOROUGH

1ST WARD ACCESSIBLE ROYALTON PARK OFFICES
  DISTRICT COURT
  50 CANAL ST.
  ROYALTON PA  17057

2ND WARD ACCESSIBLE ROYALTON BOROUGH BLDG.
  101 NORTHUMBERLAND ST.
  ROYALTON PA  17057

STEELTON BOROUGH

1ST WARD ACCESSIBLE MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST
  CHURCH 
  3RD ST. & S ST.
  STEELTON PA  17113

2ND WARD   ACCESSIBLE TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
  221 S. 2ND ST.
  STEELTON PA  17113

3RD WARD   ACCESSIBLE STEELTON VOLUNTEER FIRE HOUSE
  (FRONT ST. ENTRANCE)
  185 N. FRONT ST.
  STEELTON PA  17113
  
4TH WARD ACCESSIBLE I.W. ABEL HALL
  200 GIBSON ST. 
  (BALLROOM ENT.)
  STEELTON PA  17113

OFFICE OF THE DAUPHIN COUNTY BUREAU OF 
REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS

Administration Building
2 South Second Street, First Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101

NOTICE OF THE MUNICIPAL PRIMARY
TO BE HELD MAY 21, 2019

In accordance with the provisions of the Election Code of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and amendments thereto: 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that NOMINATIONS are to be made for the following Offices at the ensuing Municipal Primary 
to be held on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M., prevailing time in various Election 

Districts in the City of Harrisburg and the County of Dauphin, Pennsylvania, viz:

THROUGHOUT THE STATE
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT (2)

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY OF DAUPHIN
COUNTY COMMISSIONER (2)

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

SHERIFF

CLERK OF COURTS

REGISTER OF WILLS AND CLERK OF THE 
ORPHANS’ COURT DIVISION

RECORDER OF DEEDS

COUNTY TREASURER

COUNTY CONTROLLER

THROUGHOUT THE CITY
COUNCIL, CITY TREASURER, SCHOOL DIRECTORS

BOROUGH OFFICES
COUNCIL, AUDITORS, SCHOOL DIRECTORS

FIRST CLASS TOWNSHIPS
COMMISSIONERS, SCHOOL DIRECTORS

SECOND CLASS TOWNSHIPS
SUPERVISORS, AUDITORS, SCHOOL DIRECTORS

Several unexpired term offices will appear in certain City, Borough, 

First Class Township, Second Class Township and School Districts

For a complete listing of offices by municipality and school district, visit the Dauphin 

County website www.dauphincounty.org> Government Services > Elections & Voter 

Registration > Offices/Candidates for May 21, 2019 Municipal Primary

BY ORDER OF THE DAUPHIN COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Honorable John McNally, Chairman

Patricia Davies

Frank Lynch

Gerald D. Feaser, Jr., Director

RE: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR THE ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED ACT (P.L. 98-435)

THE MUNICIPAL PRIMARY IS MAY 21, 2019.  IN THE PAST, THE STAFF AND CONCERNED CITIZENS OF DAUPHIN COUNTY, UNDER THE AUSPICE 
OF THE DAUPHIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, HAVE SPENT EXTENSIVE TIME IN TRYING TO MAKE ALL POLLING PLACES IN DAUPHIN 

COUNTY ACCESSIBLE TO THE HANDICAPPED AND ELDERLY OR PEOPLE WITH CERTAIN PHYSICAL DISABILITIES.   IF YOU FEEL YOU ARE 
ASSIGNED TO AN INACCESSIBLE POLLING SITE, CONTACT THE DAUPHIN COUNTY BUREAU OF REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS AT (717) 780-

6360 ON HOW TO RECEIVE AN ALTERNATIVE BALLOT.

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS DESIGNATED A TOLL FREE NUMBER FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE DEAF OR HAVE IMPAIRED HEARING.  THIS 
NUMBER IS FOR THESE VOTERS WHO MAY HAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE UPCOMING ELECTION.  THE NUMBER IS 1-800-654-5984.  THIS 

NUMBER CAN BE USED BY VOICE COMMUNICATION AND IS ALSO COMPATIBLE WITH TDD EQUIPMENT.

DON
WAGNER

LOWER SWATARA COMMISSIONER

Resident since 1979, past Municipal Authority employee, 
past member of  LST Planning Commission

paid for by candidate

ELECTION 2019
MIDDLETOWN 
COUNCIL

Four seats are open on the sev-
en-member council. Robert Reid 
is not running for re-election.

Incumbents Angela Lloyd, 
Ellen Willenbecher and Michael 
Woodworth are on the Demo-
cratic primary ballot along with 
Phyllis Dew and Erin M. Blake.

As five Democrats are compet-
ing for four seats, one of  the five 
will not advance to the Novem-
ber election. 

The two Republicans in the 
primary are Richard Kluskie-
wicz and David Rhen, who both 
will advance to November.

Only Dew and Willenbecher 
chose to respond to questions 
from the Press & Journal.

Phyllis Dew
Worked for more than 40 years 

as a social worker for Allegheny 
County, Office of  Children and 
Youth, and then also Dauphin 
County Children and Youth 
Services, ending with the last 
20 years running DEMAGE Inc. 
Counseling Agency focusing on 
foster and adoptive children. 
Bachelor and master’s degrees 
in social work, certified recov-
ery specialist, and ordained 
minister. A 2016 graduate of  

the Martin 
Luther King 
Jr. Leadership 
Development 
Institute of  
Greater Har-
risburg.  

1. What 
should be the 
borough’s 
strategy regarding the Suez 
water and sewer lease? Should 
the borough continue to try to 
make changes to the lease in 
court? Should the borough set 
up a fund that would help resi-
dents and businesses pay their 
water and sewer bills (similar to 
the electric trust)?

Answer: I think that we should 
continue in the courts with the 
strategy of  letting the courts 
make a decision and if  that 
doesn’t work, explore setting up 
a fund to help people pay their 
water and sewer bills.  

2. What is your position on 
the borough’s zoning prohibi-
tion against more than two 
unrelated people living in the 
same house? Should this prohi-
bition stay in place, or is it time 
to amend or get rid of it?

Answer: I feel that if  Middle-
town residents keep their prop-
erty up and pay their bills, they 
have the right to decide who will 
live in their homes related or 
unrelated.  

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Middletown by the end of 
2020?

Answer: Due to the opioid 
epidemic, I would like to see pro-
grams serving this community 
in such a fashion that they do 
not continue to take so many of  
our citizens’ lives, which leads 
to other problems as grandpar-
ents raising grandchildren and 
parents being incarcerated.  

Ellen Willenbecher
1. What should be the bor-

ough’s strategy regarding the 
Suez water and sewer lease? 
Should the borough continue 
to try to make changes to the 
lease in court? Should the bor-
ough set up a fund that would 
help residents and businesses 
pay their water and sewer bills 
(similar to the electric trust)?

Answer: Members of  coun-
cil are asked to not speak on 
borough matters that, like Suez, 
are in litigation. However, when 
I am walking around town talk-
ing to residents, I am heartened 
when I hear they understand 
that a previous council approved 
this contract with Suez, and they 
applaud the fight we are waging 
in the courts.

 2. What is your position on 
the borough’s zoning prohibi-

tion against 
more than 
two unrelated 
people living 
in the same 
house? Should 
this prohibi-
tion stay in 
place, or is it 
time to amend 
or get rid of it?

Answer: Again, this issue is 
also in litigation. But when this 
claim is settled we look forward 
to be able to address this impor-
tant matter.

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Middletown by the end of 
2020?

Answer: A goal I will work 
towards during 2020 is for more 
and more people to say, “I’m 
glad I live here!” Much can be 
accomplished with a community 
culture of  gratitude and opti-
mism. To reach this goal, I will 
work on improving the quality 
of  life for residents through 
physical improvements in our 
town. First will be through 
continued enhancements of  the 
borough’s seven parks. They are 
centers in our neighborhoods of-
fering places for people to meet, 
sites for organized youth sports, 
and safe places for kids to play 
outside. Trees and grass are 
efficient at managing stormwa-

ter and increasing air quality, 
and can have a cooling effect 
in summer. I hope to be elected 
to work with my teammates 
and borough staff to fund and 
build a replacement playground 
for Kids Kastle in Hoffer Park 
and to plan and fund upgrades 
and improvements to the other 
parks.

Another aspect of  making 
physical improvements is to 
address the blight of  a number 
of  properties in the borough. 
My teammates, staff and I have 
a list of  blighted properties that 
are diminishing the safety and 
welfare of  the community. Prop-

erty owners will be put on the 
clock to bring up to code their 
dilapidated building. Blighted 
buildings can send a message 
to a neighborhood that no one 
cares, but I do.

And, finally, my teammates, 
staff and I will begin to build a 
working relationship with the 
Middletown business commu-
nity. The time is now for us to 
create an environment and stra-
tegic plan to sustain and retain 
local businesses and to attract 
new ones.

I hope you will trust me with 
your vote to get to work for 
Middletown.

Dew Willenbecher

Pennsylvania’s primary is Tuesday, May 21. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. In Pennsylvania primaries, you 
can only vote for candidates in the same political party under which you are registered. There are multiple 
uncontested races on the ballot. Coverage on pages A4-A6 focuses on the main locally contested races. 
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LONDONDERRY 
TOWNSHIP

The two Republican incum-
bents on the Londonderry Board 
of  Supervisors will face a chal-
lenge in the May 21 primary.

Anna J. Dale and Melvin R. 
Hershey are the incumbents. 
Beth Graham, the former town-
ship office manager, also is 
running.

Because there are two seats 
up for grabs and no Democrats 
on the ballot, the top two vote-
getters on Tuesday likely will 
win seats in November’s general 
election.

Graham did not respond to 
requests to answer the follow-
ing questions from the Press & 
Journal.

Mel Hershey
I am a graduate of  Lower Dau-

phin School District. I spent my 
career as a fully commissioned 
HVAC professional. I have been 
involved in Londonderry Town-
ship my entire life serving with 
the fire company, ambulance 
service, emergency manage-
ment, zoning hearing board, and 
as a supervisor.

1. What steps do you support 
to keep Three Mile Island open, 
and what steps should the 
township take if it closes?

Answer: Firstly, this issue is 
not just about Three Mile Island. 
It is about the 16,000 jobs and $2 
billion in GDP produced by the 
nuclear power industry in Penn-
sylvania. I am all about equity in 
business. I believe we need leg-
islative action to ensure that all 
power-generating companies are 
playing on a level field. So leg-

islators need 
to include and 
recognize the 
benefits of  
zero-carbon 
emissions 
from nuclear 
power and 
extend the 
same credits 
to nuclear power companies that 
are provided to other forms of  
carbon free emissions energy 
producers. Conversely, they 
could eliminate all credits given 
to all producers of  power. That 
would also ensure that every 
power-generating company 
would be treated equally in the 
energy market. The point is that 
we need energy diversity in our 
portfolio. We need to reduce 
greenhouse gases and we need 
to protect our economy. The loss 
of  the nuclear power industry 
would be economically devastat-
ing to our region and the state. 
The short answer is that I sup-
port a legislative change to treat 
every energy producer the same, 
and let them compete as such 
and protect our economy and 
the families of  our community. 

What should we do if  TMI 
closes? A number of  years ago, 
the current board of  supervi-
sors, and I am proud of  this, 
married its strategic plan to its 
financial plan. We did this by 
creating a five-year plan with 
input from our team, and we up-
date and analyze that plan every 
year during the annual budget 
process. This financial plan-
ning is what helped us absorb 
the news that Three Mile Island 
may be closing. We have been 
making adjustments to the plan 
each year. For example, we have 

some full-time vacant positions 
open that we chose to leave open 
so that we reduce our annual 
expenditures. We supplemented 
our current workforce with 
part-time human resources to 
help meet our service demands. 
So from the budgeting perspec-
tive, we have been diligent about 
being sure we can continue to 
operate at current levels should 
TMI close and still meet our op-
erational requirements and we 
have done so by sound financial 
planning. 

I believe we have to plan for 
the closure and replace the rev-
enue by working hard to attract 
new businesses to the township, 
allow some managed growth and 
use these two items to increase 
the tax base in general, includ-
ing the loss of  revenue should 
TMI in fact, close. At the end of  
the day we need to have econom-
ic development in the township 
to ensure we are not in a similar 
situation in the future.

2. With two major housing 
developments potentially in the 
works, how would you ensure 
a balance of growth and devel-
opment in Londonderry Town-
ship with a rural feel and open 
spaces?

Answer: By fully utilizing the 
traditional neighborhood design 
ordinance that we put in place a 
few years ago. One acre, one lot, 
in the previous ordinance is the 
definition of  urban sprawl and it 
is exactly what we didn’t want. 
So we created a new ordinance 
to allow for higher density 
development along major road 
systems because we wanted 
to plan for where we wanted 
development, meet our legally 
mandated housing require-

ments and ensure that we could 
preserve the rural nature of  our 
community. The TND ordinance 
has open space and recreational 
requirements that have to be 
met within the newly planned 
communities. These communi-
ties have to be served by public 
water and sewer, so by limiting 
where they could be located by 
ordinance we knew that would 
limit where water and sewer 
were located in the township. 
That allows us to limit growth 
to the exact areas where smart 
growth designers indicated it 
belongs. It is also the most cost-
effective manner for the town-
ship to develop because it costs 
us as much to plow a mile of  
road, for example, whether there 
is one home or 10 homes on it, so 
this design allows us to manage 
growth and realize economies of  
scale when providing services. 

This maximizes our tax base 
and keeps the majority of  the 
township rural by providing for 
all types of  housing within a 
single area. These types of  de-
velopments have open space and 
recreational standards so that 
there is green space through-
out. The areas where this type 
of  development can occur are 
located where the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection has indicated that 
we have sewer issues and that 
the township must provide for 
public sewer. So the developers 
are potential cost sharers in the 
township’s DEP mandates and 
that saves our residents money.  

It all goes back to planning 
ahead and being proactive in 
our approach to government. 
We have faced many complex 
issues during my tenure and the 
planning and professionalism 
of  our team is what has made us 
successful. 

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Londonderry Township by the 
end of 2020? 

Answer: I wish it could be the 
top things, as there is much I 
would like to accomplish. For 
me, economic development 
to build the tax base is very 
important. One thing we know 
that never ends is unfunded 
mandates from federal and 
state agencies. These are legal 
requirements that we have 
to implement but there is no 
funding provided to go with the 
mandate, and they get expensive 
fast. The on-lot septic pumping 
program from the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection, MS4 stormwater 
and Chesapeake Bay Standards 
from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and DEP are 
prime examples of  unfunded 
mandates. We get requirements 
but no funding. So we need to 
grow our tax base to be able to 
meet those requirements while 
keeping our overall tax-per-
homeowner as low as possible. 
We don’t want tax increases any 
more than anyone else, we live 
here and pay them, too. The key 
is to grow our tax base in a mea-
sured manner so we can meet 

the capital and service needs of  
the township for our residents 
and to do it in the most efficient 
manner. 

Anna Dale
Anna Dale has a bachelor of  

science degree from the Univer-
sity of  Maryland. She came to 
the region in 1973 for a job with 
Bender Associates & Architects 
in Camp Hill. She relocated to 
Londonderry Township in 1976 
with her husband, and they are 
small business owners in the 
township. 

1. What steps do you support 
to keep Three Mile Island open, 
and what steps should the 
township take if it closes? 

Answer: Since the announce-
ment two years ago, I became a 
key member of  the Clean Jobs 
for Pennsylvania coalition tak-
ing an active leadership role 
with media interviews, talk 
shows and rallies in an effort to 
raise the alarm that this is more 
a global issue about the nuclear 
industry in Pennsylvania, not 
just Three Mile Island. I believe 
it’s appropriate to have a level 
playing field in our energy mar-
kets. There are consequences 
with every energy decision that 
is made. Given our governor’s 
emphasis on reducing carbon 
emissions, the nuclear industry 
should be recognized as a zero-
carbon producer of  electrical 
energy and be able to share in 
the credits offered. Conversely, 
if  subsidies are the issues then 
perhaps all subsidies in the 
market, from all forms of  power 
producers should be removed 
so that they all have competitive 
parity. 

If  TMI closes, we, as a board, 
have been planning for the 
potential impact to our com-
munity and the loss of  revenue. 
Having developed the concept of  
a five-year budget strategy years 
ago, we’ve adjusted our current 
budget spending accordingly. We 
have left some full-time positions 
vacant and utilize part-time help 
to fill in the gaps. Additionally, 
we have asked our current full-
time staff to each pick up some 
of  those duties where possible 
to keep our operational costs 
in line with that budget. Meet-
ing our service requirements 
and unfunded mandates is not 
easy, but as a cohesive team, we 
are committed to seeking grant 
funds when possible and dedi-
cated to keeping our taxes low as 
possible. 

2. With two major housing 
developments potentially in the 
works, how would you ensure 
a balance of growth and devel-
opment in Londonderry Town-
ship with a rural feel and open 
spaces? 

Answer: Pre-planning is the 
key. Several years ago, the board 
took on the task of  investigat-
ing how the township could 
grow and maintain a vibrant 
rural township. We began with 
exploring the concept of  smart 
growth called traditional neigh-
borhood development, or TND. 
We wanted to ensure that we 
managed and directed growth 
where we wanted it and could 
utilize infrastructure avoiding 
urban sprawl. Working with 
our manager, consultants and 
developers, we identified areas 
we thought best suited for major 

development 
that are served 
by major road 
systems and 
interchanges. 
After mul-
tiple public 
hearings, we 
created a new 
ordinance for 
a “smart growth manner” that 
would be served by public sewer 
and water in exchange for high-
er density, mixed use of  com-
mercial and residential allowing 
for all types of  housing within a 
single area. This type of  develop-
ment would allow our tax base 
to grow and have developments 
with open spaces, recreational 
standards and keep the majority 
of  the township rural. 

3. What is the top thing you 
would like to see accomplished 
in Londonderry Township by the 
end of 2020? 

Answer: Currently the town-
ship needs to solidify the plan 
for wastewater that is mandated 
by the Department of  Environ-
mental Protection. We are on 
their radar for full implementa-
tion to what is referred to as 
our 537 plan. We are seeking 
to identify and have potential 
partners help share the costs so 
that it doesn’t fall solely on our 
residents. I would like to have 
a path forward and the right 
partnerships for sewer compli-
ance clearly defined by the end 
of  2020. 

Now that we have heard about 
the imminent closure of  Three 
Mile Island, I thought it appro-
priate to write my thoughts on it 
as well. 

As stated in your questions 
about the closure above, the 
issue before Pennsylvania is not 
just Three Mile Island. As I read 
through various media outlets 
comments, I am left with the 
opinion that many believe this 
legislation is about saving just 
TMI. 

This is a much larger issue 
for the state than this one plant. 
If  there is no consideration for 
zero carbon credit provided 
for the nuclear industry in the 
commonwealth, the remaining 
nuclear plants will continue to 
find it difficult to compete and be 
in jeopardy of  eventual closure. 
This will continue to place 
Pennsylvania further behind in 
reducing carbon emissions. 

As to the issue of  subsidies, it 
seems that all sectors of  energy 
product receive some sort of  
subsidies. In 2016, the oil and gas 
production industries nationally 
received on average $15 billion 
in fiscal support. Last year, 
natural gas companies like UGI 
had asked to add a surcharge 
of  1.5 percent to customers’ bill 
to subsidize the construction of  
more pipelines. As for solar, it’s 
hard to ascertain those figures 
to the taxpayer as credits and 
rebates go to the homeowner, 
but I’m sure there is a cost we 
don’t acknowledge. And lastly, 
there are unmentioned nega-
tive impacts of  solar; we don’t 
hear the land that is taken up 
with the panels rather than be-
ing used for homes, businesses 
or agriculture, nor about the 
environmental impact of  the 
construction of  and the periodic 
replacement of  those panels and 
the toxic materials that they are 
comprised of.

ELECTION 2019

Hershey Dale

MISS A WEEK.
MISS A LOT.

&PRESS   JOURNAL

TOM

/Tom Connolly for Dauphin County Commissioner

“Dealing with Real Problems, Not Politics As Usual. 
This Election is About Solutions, Not Political Survival.”

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF CONNOLLY

for DAUPHIN COUNTY COMMISSIONER

After 16 years, are you happy with the results?
IN DAUPHIN COUNTY:

Rise In Drug Overdose Deaths: 23%

�Highest Property Taxes In The Region: 
On a $160,000 mortgage, Dauphin County homeowners paid

$24,000 more than Cumberland County homeowners 
$21,000 more than Lancaster County homeowners

Highest Return To Prison Rate In PA: 80%

Highest Commissioner Salary: $102,000

Taxpayer-Funded Vehicles For Commissioners

�Half A Million Dollar Increase In  
Commissioner’s Budget

When I’m Elected:
�Commissioner’s Salary 

Reduced By 33%
�No Taxpayer-Funded 

Vehicles
�20% Property Tax 

Reduction For County 
Residents

RELATED EXPERIENCE:
•  Current President of the 

Swatara Twp. Board of 
Commissioners; Chair of 
Public Safety Committee

•  Capital Area Greenbelt Board 
Member

•  30 Years of Community 
Service Involvement: Public 
Safety, Environmental Issues 
& Youth Organizations

“George is a strong leader who 
cares deeply about Dauphin 
County. He has shown unparalleled 
dedication to human services 
that strengthen communities and 
improves lives. Together with Diane, 
they will make up a majority on the 
board that will effectively address 
the needs of all residents.”

— Josh Shapiro, Attorney General

The Democratic team fighting 
for you and your family. 

Endorsed by:
• Governor Tom Wolf
• Attorney General Josh Shapiro
• Auditor General Eugene DePasquale
• Dauphin County Democratic Committee

Please support us in the Democratic Primary on Tuesday, May 21st  •  Polls open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Hartwick & BowmanHartwick & Bowman
FOR DAUPHIN COUNTY COMMISSIONER

Hartwick & Bowman
DianeGeorgeHartwick & Bowman

George Diane

FOR DAUPHIN COUNTY COMMISSIONER
ELECT The Democratic team fighting 

for you and your family.

Vote for George Hartwick & Diane Bowman on Tuesday, May 21st and make your voice heard!

Dauphin County Commissioner George Hartwick: Lifelong County Resident Diane Bowman:

Experience.
Results.
Progressive.

•  Held the line on property taxes for   
14 years

•  Created thousands of jobs for working 
class families

•  Battled blight and preserved our 
neighborhoods

•  Served 10 years as Susquehanna 
Township Commissioner

•  Passed LGBTQ non-discrimination 
ordinance

•  17 years as local property manager

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF HARTWICK & BOWMAN

www.GeorgeHartwick4Commissioner.com www.FriendsofDianeBowman.com

Pennsylvania’s primary is Tuesday, May 21. Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. In Pennsylvania primaries, you 
can only vote for candidates in the same political party under which you are registered. There are multiple 
uncontested races on the ballot. Coverage on pages A4-A6 focuses on the main locally contested races. 
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1020 N. Union Street | Middletown, PA | www.FreyVillageSeniorLiving.org

For more information about Frey Village's Strawberry Festival, please contact  
Activities Director Tracy Klein at (717) 930-1225 or email KleinT@diakon.org.

Saturday ` June 1 
8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

The Frey Village Strawberry Festival benefits  
the Activities Fund & Benevolent Care.

F r e y  V i l l a g e ’ s  A n n u a l

Strawberry 
Festival

Looking to have a BERRY good time?  
Join us at Frey Village’s annual FREE and fun Strawberry Festival! Enjoy strawberries served multiple ways: dipped berries, 

quarts of berries, strawberry shortcake, strawberries & ice cream, strawberry lemonade, and more. We also will have strawberry 
giveaways each hour, raffle items, a silent-auction, homemade candy, baked goods, book and jewelry sales, and various vendors.  

New to our festival this year are the Susquehanna Service Dogs, Middletown Fire Department community outreach & 
equipment demonstration, and the Central PA Car Shows with a “cars-and-coffee” event, featuring classic cars and trucks of 

all kinds. Food will be available for purchase from Up-N-Smoke and Dogongooddogs food trucks 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
Frey Village’s band, Sticks, Strings, & Heavenly Things, will be performing from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Various family-friendly activities will be available for children in the courtyard, including water balloon slingshots,  
a kid-friendly tattoo parlor, balloon animals–and dogs to hug!

5-15-FV-PressJourn-2019.indd   1 5/1/19   7:26 AM

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk

w
w

w
.K

a
r
n

s
F
o

o
d

s
.c

o
m

KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 5/14/19 - 5/20/19

Savings!
GRILL TACTICi

FRESH
CHICKEN THIGHS
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

69¢
lb.

5 LB BAG FROZEN
CHICKEN PARTY WINGS
LIMIT 4 BAGS PER FAMILY

160
lb.

USDA CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF
CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 5 LBS+

Save $1.50 lb

349
lb.

1 LB REGULAR KUNZLER
SLICED BACON
LIMIT 2 PER CUSTOMER

360
ea.

PREMIUM FAROE
ISLAND SALMON

1099
lb.

Great on
         the Grill!

COUNTRY STYLE BONELESS
PORK RIBS
MUST BUY 5 LB+ 219

lb.

Mix & Match

5 - 14 OZ MARTIN’S
KETTLE COOK’D CHIPS,
TORTILLA CHIPS,
CHEESE CURLS
& POPCORN
LESSER VALUE ITEM FREE

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

6 - 8 OZ CHUNK OR
SHREDDED CRYSTAL 
FARMS CHEESE

188
ea.

WHOLE RED
SEEDLESS
WATERMELONS

399
ea.

XL ATHENA
CANTALOUPES

299
ea.

5 lb for $8!

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

Entering last week’s diamond 
action hanging on to a glimmer 
of  hope of  qualifying for postsea-
son play, the Middletown varsity 
baseball team claimed victories in 
three of  four games. 

The lone loss, an 8-7 setback 
to West Perry, clearly cast some 
doubt on those hopes. Because of  
their place in the power rankings 
heading into the week, the Blue 
Raiders were facing an uphill 
battle and it appeared as if  they 
would need to win each of  their 
remaining six games to have a 
real chance.

The three wins were a big plus, 
but the Raiders (10-8) also needed 
some help from other teams ahead 
of  them in the standings as they 
entered this week with two games 
left in the regular season — at 
Bishop McDevitt on Tuesday and 
home to CD East on Wednesday. 

Monday power rankings had 
Middletown at No. 14 with a .541723 
rating. No. 10 was Bermudian 
Springs with a .557871 rating. The 
top 10 teams in AAAA make the 
playoffs. 

Middletown 7, Trinity 1
On May 7 at Wass Park in Camp 

Hill, the Raiders turned back host 
Trinity 7-1 for their eighth win of  
the season. The game was delayed 
a day due to a wet field. 

The offense, keyed by a pair of  
hits each from Cam Peters and 
Justin Yohn, provided starting 
pitcher Scott Ash the run support 
he wanted in the victory. 

Peters, a senior first baseman, 
slammed the team’s first home 
run of  the season on one of  his 
two hits. 

In the top of  the fifth inning 
Peters hit the ball over the right 
field fence on a line drive with 
teammate Garrett Miller on base. 

“It was a first 
pitch, inside fast-
ball, and I turned 
on it and it went 
out,” Peters said.

Ash pitched six 
innings for the win. 
The senior right 
hander struck out 
11 batters, issued 
just three walks 
and allowed just two hits before 
giving way to Michael Tuffy, who 

pitched the seventh inning. 
Also on offense, Tim Wagner 

scored twice and Collin Heffner 
had an RBI. 

West Perry 8, Middletown 7

On May 8 at home, the Blue Raid-
ers rallied from a 6-2 deficit with a 

5-run fifth inning 
to take a 7-6 lead 
over West Perry. 
But the Mustangs 
went back in front 
8-7 in the top of  the 
sixth and held the 
Raiders scoreless 
in the sixth and 
seventh to hold on 

for an 8-7 win. 
In the season’s first half, the 

Middletown nine had held off a 
late charge by the Mustangs in a 
7-6 victory.

West Perry scored a single run in 
the top of  the first inning, but the 
Raiders picked up a pair of  scores 
in the home half  to take a 2-1 lead. 

With one out, Avery Williams 
singled and Miller was safe on 
an error. After advancing on a 
fielder’s choice by Peters, both 
runners ended up scoring on a 
pair of  West Perry errors. 

The Mustangs tied the score at 
2-2 in the top of  the second on an 
RBI single by Dylan Reisinger. 
The score remained deadlocked 
until the top of  the fourth when 
the visitors plated two more runs.

Two more tallies in the top of  
the fifth gave West Perry a 6-2 

advantage. But, rather than give 
in to the pressure, the Blue Raid-
ers charged back in the bottom of  
the frame as the bats came alive 
against pitcher Kaiden Robinson. 

With one out, Yohn, Brady Key-
ser, Ash and Williams punched out 
four straight hits to tie the score. 
With two outs, Miller scored the 
go-ahead run on a wild pitch. 

But the Mustangs scored twice 
in the top of  the sixth via an RBI 
single by Robinson and a bases-
loaded walk with two outs. In the 
bottom of  the sixth, Williams was 
safe on an error with two outs, but 
was left stranded.

In the home half  of  the seventh, 
the Raiders were sat down in or-
der as the Mustangs held on for 
the win. 

Middletown 13, Milton Hershey 3
On Thursday at Milton Hershey, 

the Middletown nine slowly pulled 
away in a tight game with the host 
Spartans before erupting for 8 
runs in the top of  the sixth inning 
to put the game out of  reach. 

Up through the top of  the fifth 
the Blue Raiders had just two hits, 
but took advantage of  several 
walks in building a 4-1 lead. 

The Raiders had six hits in the 
decisive sixth stanza.

Jaxson Senior’s sacrifice fly in 
the first inning drove in Ash for the 
team’s first run. Starting pitcher 
Brady Keyser held the Spartans to 
just one run through four innings 
before Milton Hershey scored two 
more in the bottom of  the fifth. The 
Raiders scored two runs in the top 
of  the fourth, the first coming on 
a passed ball and error that al-
lowed Wagner to race home and 
the second coming when Yohn 
tagged up and scored on a lineout 
by Williams. 

The Raiders upped their lead to 
4-1 on a balk with Peters on third.

In the bottom of  the fifth, a two-
run double by Dominic Williams 
made it a 4-3 game as the Spartans 
rallied. But the lift the home team 
earned from the two scores was 
short-lived as the Blue Raiders’ 
offense really came alive in the 
top of  the sixth. 

Ash led off with a single, and 
Williams doubled to center to drive 
in Ash for the first run. With two 
outs, Williams stole third and then 
scored on a Spartan error. Three 

Raiders win three of four
BASEBALL

Team still needs help to make postseason with two games left

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DIANA KEYSER

Scott Ash fires a pitch vs. Boiling Springs on Saturday. Ash came within two 
outs of pitching a no-hitter.

Please see BASEBALL, page B4

Teams wraps up year 
at 12-8 with young core

The Middletown Blue Raiders 
softball team finished the year 
at 12-8, just missing a trip to the 
postseason. 

The squad lost two of  its last 
three games, falling May 8, 16-1 
at West Perry, and Saturday, 6-2 
at home to Bishop McDevitt. In 
between, on Friday, was a 11-1 win 
at home against Milton Hershey.

Against McDevitt, the visitors 
scored four runs in the fifth inning 
to help put the game away.

Madison Gipe was the losing 
pitcher for the Blue Raiders, giving 
up six runs on 10 hits. She struck 
out seven and walked one.

Kate Fitzpatrick was 2-for-3 for 
the Blue Raiders, who managed 
only three hits total in the game.

Against Milton Hershey, 9 runs 
in the fourth inning helped lead to 
the 11-1 win.

Carly Dupes and Fitzpatrick 
both hit home runs in the fourth.

Hailey Hockenberry, Noelle 
Zimmerman and Sara Dintiman 
also had RBIs that inning. The 
Blue Raiders had 11 hits for the 
game, with Fitzpatrick (who added 
a triple), Zimmerman and Dinti-
man each getting two.

On the mound, Zimmerman 
gave up one run in five innings. 
She struck out three.

Against West Perry, the Blue 
Raiders scored in the first inning 
on a double by Fitzpatrick. That 
was all they could muster, how-
ever. Middletown had just four 
hits for the game, with Fitzpatrick 

having two of  them.
West Perry scored seven times 

in the third.
Jenna Alford was the starting 

pitcher for Middletown, pitching 
two innings and giving up 12 runs 
on eight hits with one strikeout. 
Gipe came on in relief.

The Blue Raiders will have a 
strong core coming back next year, 
as Hayli Akakpo-Martin is the only 
senior who will graduate.

SOFTBALL

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DAWN ZIMMERMAN

Above, Haley Hockenberry takes a swing vs. Bishop McDevitt on Saturday. 
Below, Kate Fitzpatrick tracks down a ground ball.

MAHS loses 2, misses postseason

“It was a first pitch, 
inside fastball, and 
I turned on it and it 
went out.”

Cam Peters describing his 
home run



EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.
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 HOME IMPROVEMENT

REAL ESTATE

 EMPLOYMENT

 REAL ESTATE
 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the 

following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

HIGHSPIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BENEFIT SALE

Sat., May 18  •  8 a.m. –Noon
273 Second St. (Rear), Highspire
Abundance of jewelry/scrapbooking items,  

new donations of puzzles, books, housewares, 
vintage and reg. linens, etc., Schmidt sausage, 

bagged peanuts, food, desserts, drinks. 
Stands $5. Bring table or blanket.

Questions: 717-566-6828.  Rain Date: May 25

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE
Sat., May 18  •  8 a.m.-?
312 E. Water St., Middletown

Children’s clothing, house wares, much more!

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Executors 
named below.
ESTATE OF RICHARD E. NEIDICH, 
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
(died March 16, 2019). 
Joseph E. Thomas, Jr., Executor and 
Michael Cherewka, Attorney, 624 North 
Front Street,
Wormleysburg, PA  17043

#154 0501-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Estate of Scott A. Deter, late of 
Middletown Borough, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, deceased. Letters of 
Administration having been granted to 
the undersigned, all persons indebted 
thereto are requested to make immedi-
ate payment, and those having claims 
or demands against the same, will 
present them without delay for settle-
ment to the undersigned at the Law 
Office of Craig A. Diehl, 3464 Trindle 
Road, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 17011.

#157 0508-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Dorothy 
C. Landis, Deceased, late of Lower 
Paxton Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted to 
the undersigned Executrix. All persons 
therefore indebted to said estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment, and those having just claims 
will please present the same, duly 
authenticated, for settlement, without 
delay. Karen N. Withrow  – Executrix, 
c/o Gerald J. Brinser, P. O. Box 323, 
Palmyra, PA 17078– Attorney.

#159 0515-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

• No special license required
• Comfortable, clean company vehicles
• Mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/weekly evening runs
•  Company pallet jack provided for loading & 

unloading of skids

Applications must be 
� lled out in-person at:

Press & Journal Publications
20 South Union Street, Middletown

Monday - Friday: 9 am - 4 pm • (717) 944-4628

PARKS HELP WANTED
Londonderry Township is currently accepting 

applications for seasonal part-time help in 
the parks department to mow grass, maintain 

restrooms and general maintenance in the parks. 
 

Applications may be downloaded from 
the website or picked up at the: 
Londonderry Township Office

 783 S. Geyers Church Road, Middletown 
between the hours of 8:30am - 5:00pm, Mon. - Fri. 

www.londonderrypa.org

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

• COOKS
• BARTENDERS
• SERVERS

Sunset Golf 
Bar & Grill

Call Sam Riste� 
(717) 944-5415

✓ Flexible Hours
✓ Retirees Welcome

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

 EMPLOYMENT
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 

Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

Donate a Boat: Free Two 
Night Vacation when you 
donate your old boat, car, truck, 
RV or jet ski. Help Boat Angel 
help others. 800-700-2628

KILL BED BUGS! Buy 
Harris Sprays, Traps, Kits, 
Mattress Covers. DETECT, KILL, 
PREVENT Available: Hardware 
Stores, The Home Depot, 
homedepot.com

Dental Insurance: Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

  PETS
BEAUTIFUL MINIATURE 

Schnauzer puppies for sale 
- salt and pepper, 2 boys and 
1 girl, ready now. Pedigreed 
and KC reg., vet checked, 
micro chipped, wormed and 
well socialized. Tel/text 07825 
585354. (5/15)

Virginia Seaside Lots – Build 
the home of your dreams! 
South of Ocean City near 
state line, spectacular lots in 
exclusive development near 
NASA facing Chincoteague 
Island. New development with 
paved roads, utilities, pool 
and dock. Great climate, low 
taxes and Assateague National 
Seashore beaches nearby. 
Priced $29,900 to $79,900 with 
financing. Call (757)824-6289 
or website: oldemillpointe.com

GUIDELINES & FEES
CARD OF THANKS, IN MEMORIAM AND OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director that you would like your love one’s obituary to appear in the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo billed through funeral home. 
Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal at 717-944-4628 or e-mail PamSmith@pressandjournal.com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, paid in advance - Cash, Check, Charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Arlene Brightbill
HUMMELSTOWN

Arlene G. Brightbill, 89, of  
Hummelstown, entered into 
eternal rest on Wednesday, May 8, 
2019 at the Carolyn Croxton Slane 
Hospice Residence, Harrisburg. 

Arlene was born on September 
20, 1929 in Harrisburg, Pa. and 
was the daughter of  the late Clar-
ence C. and Florence (Gelsinger) 
Brightbill.

She was a proud veteran of  the 
United States Air Force having 
served during the Korean War. 

She was a member of  Seven 
Sorrows of  the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church, Middle-
town. 

In addition to her parents, 
Arlene was preceded in death 
by her brothers, Rollin (Tiddle), 
Harold, Marlin, Charlie and 

Francis (Jake) and her sister Ruth 
(Mengel/Shiffler).

She is survived by many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends.  

Arlene was a  woman who 
exemplified what it meant to be 
strong and independent. Arlene 
lived in California, Connecticut, 
Texas and Arkansas before mov-
ing back to Pennsylvania to be 
among her family in her final 
years. She was outspoken in her 
beliefs and a true patriot. 

She loved her nieces and 
nephews dearly and delighted in 
their accomplishments. Arlene 
also leaves behind many friends 
around the country that she con-
sidered family. 

Mass of  Christian Burial will 
be celebrated on Friday, May 17, 
2019 at 12 p.m. at Seven Sorrows of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, 280 N. Race St., Middle-

town, with the Rev. Ted Keating as 
celebrant. Visitation will be from 
11 a.m. until the time of  Mass at 
the church. 

Burial with military honors 
will be held at Ft. Indiantown 
Gap National Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions in 
Arlene’s name may be made 
to Hospice of  Central PA, 1320 
Linglestown Rd., Harrisburg, 
PA 17110. 

Condolences may be sent on-
line at www.matinchekfuneral-
home.com. 

Phyllis Fetter
MIDDLETOWN

Phyllis J. Fetter, 88, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest 
on Saturday, May 11, 2019 at the 
Middletown Home. 

She was born on May 21, 1930 
in Mount Joy, Pa. and was the 
daughter of  the late Newpher and 
Emma (Givens) Garber. 

Phyllis enjoyed playing bingo, 
poker, reading, going to casinos 
and most importantly, she loved 
her family and was always at 
her happiest when they were all 
together.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by six 
brothers, Paul, Walter, Gerald, 
Russel, Robert and Stanton 
Garber; three sisters, Betty Faye 

Garber, Dorothy Otis, and Bar-
bara Campbell; and a grandson, 
Mark C. Koons. 

She is survived by her loving 
children, Dorene Koons, Lamar 
C. Fetter Jr., Rick Fetter, spouse 
Gwen (Obenstein) Fetter, Robert 
Fetter, Kenneth Fetter and Barry 
Balmer, spouse Mike Knoble; a 
sister, Jacqueline Keene; grand-
daughters Jen (Koons) Woodley, 
spouse Reuben, Amy (Fetter) 
Popp, spouse Mike, Wendy Fetter, 
and Hunter Fetter (fiancé ,Tyler 
Davis), great-grandchildren 
Madelyn, Markus, and Maxwell 
Woodley, Andrew, Christopher 
and Jordon Popp, as well as 
Ryleigh and Madison Davis.

A memorial service will be held 
on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 at 11 a.m. 
at the Matinchek Funeral Home 

and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 
E. Main St., Middletown, with 
the Rev. Dan Gilbert officiating. 
Visitation will be from 10 a.m. 
until the time of  the service on 
Tuesday at the funeral home. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
requests that memorial contri-
butions may be made to Four 
Diamonds, 1249 Cocoa Ave. #115, 
Hershey, PA 17033. 

Condolences may be sent on-
line at www.matinchekfuneral-
home.com.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

More sexual assault charges were filed Friday 
after a sixth victim came forward regarding William 
Vollmar, 55, the Lancaster County 
sports medicine doctor who had 
been a contracted physician for 
Middletown and several other 
school districts.

The sixth victim began seeing 
Vollmar while he was on the 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School 
track and field team, according to 
Attorney General Josh Shapiro, 
whose office is handling the Vollmar case.

The victim said Vollmar performed oral sex on 
him without his consent during sports massages 
at Vollmar’s residence in 1996 and 1997.

Vollmar was the contracted school physician for 
Middletown from 2013-14 until April 11, when he 
resigned after being arrested by State Police and 
charged with indecent assault.

No victims coming forward leading to charges have 
been from the Middletown district. Superintendent 
Lori Suski has said the district is unaware of  any 
alleged improper conduct directed at Middletown 
students during his time working for the district.

Suski urges any past or present students who have 
alleged inappropriate conduct to call State Police at 
717-290-1965.

Vollmar

More charges filed 
against doctor who 
worked for MASD

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR 
Support local businesses

Two people face charges after 
two 3- and 5-year-old children 
were found in the parking lot of  
Angie’s Diner on South Eisen-
hower Boulevard.

The call came in at 5:33 p.m. 
May 8. Both Kudeema Brown, 
27, of  York, and Ibu Tylek 
Payton, 30, of  Harrisburg, have 
been charged with two counts 
of  endangering welfare of  
children.

According to the affida-
vit filed with District Judge 
Michael J. Smith, a witness 
told police that Brown and 
Payton got into an argument, 
and Brown left the restaurant. 

Payton reportedly took the chil-
dren back to their hotel room at 
the Congress Inn. 

According to the affidavit, the 
children were left in the room 
without any supervision and 
the children ended up in the 
diner parking lot.

Both were arraigned, and 
Brown’s bail was set at $10,000 
and Payton’s at $5,000. Court re-
cords indicate that Brown’s bail 
was posted. Their preliminary 
hearings have been scheduled 
for May 20. 

DUI charge for Alabama man
A 57-year-old man was 

charged with DUI after he 
allegedly backed into another 
vehicle, left the scene and drove 
in the wrong lane of  traffic on 
Two Terminal Drive in Har-
risburg International Airport 
at 8:48 a.m. May 3, according to 
the affidavit filed with District 
Judge Michael J. Smith. 

Daniel Gregory Hall, of  Daw-
son, Alabama, also was charged 
with accident involving damage 
to attended vehicle or property; 
limitations on backing; and 
one-way roadways. 

A preliminary hearing for 
Hall has been scheduled for 
June 17.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Toddlers left unattended, police say
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231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

Support Our Future Blue Raiders!

THURSDAY
 NIGHT BINGO

Held at the Middletown Volunteer Fire Department, 10 Adelia St.
Doors open @ 5 | Bingo starts @ 6:45 

Proceeds Benefit Middletown Youth Club
MYC offers FREE football & cheerleading registration to children in the Middletown area.

MYCRaiders@gmail.com | FB/MYCRaiders | TWITTER/MYC Raiders

LOWER SWATARA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

LowerSwataraFire.com • 1350 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown

Monthly Dinner:
Sunday, May 19th

*roast beef*
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables,  

Dessert, Coffee & Soda

eat-in or takeout • adults $12 • children $6

LOOK FOR 
OUR NEXT 
DINNER IN 
THE JUNE 19TH

PRESS & 
JOURNAL

NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Is gardening helping you get in shape?
Hi, everyone! We are midway 

through May, and I hope the 
time has been pleasant for you. 

Maybe all of  you are getting fit 
by spending more time outdoors. 
Yard work is always helpful in 
this area. There’s nothing like 
bending and stretching and dig-
ging and lifting to get a garden 
whipped into shape. And a body!

I hope you enjoy walking 
around, wherever you are, and 
enjoying the wonderful days of  
May! I believe May is one of  the 
best top three months we have 
here in central Pennsylvania. 
Who is with me? 

Let me know your news to 
share. Just call or email.

Birthdays
Happy beautiful birthday to 

Tracy Meifert of  Lower Swatara 
Township on Wednesday, May 
15. You are such a wonderful 
person. I hope you know how 
happy you make people around 
you!

Briana Dunlap of  Lower 
Swatara marks her 23rd cake 
day on Thursday, May 16. Many 
good wishes to you for a thrill-a-
minute day, Briana!

Happy 19th last-teener birth-
day to Elliot Demko of  Lower 
Swatara on Friday, May 17. En-
joy this festive time all weekend!

Best wishes for a peppy happy 
birthday are sent to Karen Bend-
gen of  Lower Swatara. She 
celebrates on Saturday, May 18.

Dan Fuoti of  Lower Swatara 
will be hearing the birthday 
song on May 18. I hope it is a 
sweet sound to your ears on 
Saturday, Dan!

Anthony Condran of  Lower 
Swatara hits cake day No. 24 on 
Saturday, May 18. I hope all your 
dreams are coming true for you, 
Anthony!

Skiler Mullen marks his big-
deal 25th birthday on Sunday, 
May 19. Wishing you many good 
things for your life, Skiler!

Happy birthday balloons will 
be flying for Diego Berrones of  
Lower Swatara as he turns 17 
on Sunday, May 19. Wishing you 
blue skies, Diego!

Michelle Berrones of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates with her son 
on Sunday, May 19. Enjoy your 
frosty-filled cake day!

Happy 93rd birthday to Norm 
Sheaffer of  Lower Swatara on 
Sunday, May 19. Enjoy your 
weekend with love and much 
laughter, Norm!

Happy legal-eagle-full-fledged 
21st birthday to Mark Wagner of  
Lower Swatara. His big-deal day 
is Monday, May 20. Congrats!

Chloe Erb of  Middletown will 
blow out 17 candles off her cake 
on Monday, May 20. I hope your 
week is superb! 

Todd Houser Jr. of  Lower 
Swatara hits cake day No. 23 on 
Tuesday, May 21. Many good 
wishes for a just spiffy day!

Jasmine Myers of  Middletown 
marks her cool-parade birthday 
as she turns official at 18! I hope 
your Tuesday, May 21 is remark-
able. Congrats!

Anniversaries 
Larry and Angie Crumlich of  

Lower Swatara Township cel-
ebrate 26 years of  wedded bliss 
together on Wednesday, May 15. 
Here’s to a beautiful day for the 
two of  you!

Happy 28th anniversary 
to cute couple Mike and Kim 
Carroll of  Lower Swatara on 
Saturday, May 18. Please have a 
super-fun day together!

Charlie and July Stare of  
Lower Swatara observe their 
59th anniversary on Tuesday, 
May 21. Congrats, and have a 
terrific day. God bless you both! 

Glad grad
Congratulations to John Pon-

nett, third son of  John Ponnett 
Jr. and Stephanie Ponnett of  
Lower Swatara Township. 

John recently graduated with 
highest honors from Schreyer 
Honors College at Penn State 
University. 

Ebenezer Church news
Please come out to learn more 

about the summer camp pro-
gram for the summer at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 21, at Ebenezer 
United Methodist Church, 800 
Ebenezer Road. 

There will be several volun-
teer opportunities. 

Chicken barbecue
The Lower Swatara Lions 

Club will hold a chicken barbe-
cue on Saturday, May 18 at the 
Lions Club in Shope Gardens. 

It includes half  a chicken, a 
baked potato, applesauce and a 
roll. 

See any Lion member for tick-
ets as there will only be a limited 
amount of  dinners available for 
walk-ups. Come down and pick 
up a few for dinner and help our 
Lions Club with this fundraiser. 
Pickup is from noon to 2 p.m. 

Community dinner
It’s turkey time! Come out 

and enjoy a roast turkey dinner 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. (or until 
sold out) Monday, May 20, at 
Evangelical United Methodist 
Church, 157 E. Water St., Middle-
town.

Dinner includes stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, vegetable, 
cranberry sauce, beverage and 
dessert. You may dine in or take 
out. A cost is involved. 

Everyone is welcome (a 
handicapped entrance is avail-
able). For more information, call 
717-944-6181. 

Apple Dapple Cake
by Grandma Louise

3 eggs
1 1/2 c. oil
2 c. sugar

3 c. flour
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. cinnamon
2 tsp. vanilla
1/4 c. milk
3 c. apples, peeled and diced
1 c. nuts
Mix oil, sugar and eggs. Add 

flour and other ingredients. Add 
apples and nuts last. Bake in a 
tube pan at 350 degrees for an 
hour. 

1 stick butter
1 c. brown sugar
1/4 c. milk
Boil for 2 1/2 minutes, then 

pour over the top. 

Quote of the Week
“Forgiveness is the fragrance 

that the violet sheds on the heel 
that has crushed it.” — Anony-
mous

Question of the Week
What do you like to do in your 

free time? 
“Hang out with my brothers, 

and play video games.” — Ean 
Benner, 16, Royalton.

“I don’t have much free time, 
but I like to play piano and sing. 
Or get together with friends.” — 
Lisa Shaver, Lower Swatara.

“I like to play sports.” — 
Jayden Benner, 15, Royalton.

“Draw, read and watch 
videos.” — Ayla Windows, 8, 
Susquehanna.

“Play with my kitty. She is 
old. I sleep with her.” — Julia 
Killeen, 4, Camp Hill.

“Play baseball!” — Logan Ben-
ner, 12, Royalton.

Proverb for the Week
All the days of  the oppressed 

are wretched, but the cheer-
ful heart has a continual feast 
(15:15). 

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Election Day spaghetti 
dinner will be held

Prince Edwin-Spring Creek 
Masonic Lodge No. 486, 131 
W. Emaus St., Middletown, is 
sponsoring its All-You-Can-Eat 
Election Day Spaghetti Dinner 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 21. 

Eat-in or takeout is available, 
as is local delivery by calling 717-
991-1157. The event benefits the 
Middletown Public Library. 

For more information, email 
smatincheck@gmail.com.

Frey Village Strawberry 
Festival is June 1

Frey Village, 1020 N. Union 
St., Middletown, is sponsoring 
its annual Strawberry Festival 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
June 1. 

There will be various family-
friendly activities for children, 
food, baked goods, entertain-
ment, raffle items and silent 
auction.

For more information, contact 
Tracy Klein at 717-930-1225 or 
email kleint@diakon.org.

Youth Club Bingo 
scheduled for Thursdays

Youth Club Bingo will be held 
Thursday nights at the Middle-
town Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 10 Adelia St. 

Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the Middle-
town Youth Club.

Historical society 
presentation at museum

A “Native Americans of  the 
Greater Middletown Area” pre-
sentation, by Jeannie Dunaway, 
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, 
May 20, at the Middletown Area 
Historical Society Museum, 29 
E. Main St.

The program will be free and 
open to the public. For more 
information, call Jenny Miller at 
717-574-6716.

Undergraduate, graduate 
courses offered by PSU

Penn State Harrisburg, 777 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, is 
offering two summer sessions. 

Session 1 runs through June 
21; Session 2 is from June 26 
through Aug. 7.

Register at 717-948-6250 or 
email hbgadmit@psu.edu.

Middletown Area School 
District slates events

Middletown Area School Dis-
trict May events include:

• May 17: Reid Elementary 
School Field Day.

• May 17: Kunkel Elementary 
School Field Day for grades 3-5.

• May 18: Middletown Area 
High School prom, 6 p.m. at 
Middletown Area High School.

• May 21: No school, staff de-
velopment day.

• May 22: Kunkel Elementary 
School Spring Choral Concert, 
7 p.m.

Roast beef dinner  
at Lower Swatara Fire

Lower Swatara Volunteer 
Fire Company, 1350 Fulling Mill 
Road, is sponsoring a roast beef  
dinner from 11 a.m. until its sold 
out Sunday, May 19.

Eat-in or takeout is available.

Library spring fundraiser 
book sale continues

Two days remain for the 
Spring Fundraising Book Sale at 
the Middletown Public Library, 
20 N. Catherine St.: 4 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 16, and 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday, May 18.

For more information, call 717-
944-6412 or visit www.middle-
townpubliclib.org.

Mehaffie to host Active 
Shooter Safety Seminar

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, 
R-Lower Swatara Township, 
will host an Active Shooter 
Safety Seminar from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 30, at the Lower 
Swatara Volunteer Fire Com-

pany, 1350 Fulling Mill Road.
Featured will be a presenta-

tion on survival methods and re-
sponses you can employ during 
an active shooter scenario. 

Seating is limited, and reg-
istration is required. RSVP by 
calling 717-534-1323 by May 24.

Help sound the alarm 
about fire safety

Volunteers and volunteer 
teams are needed for the next 
Sound the Alarm event to be 
held Friday, May 31 at the 
Middletown Borough MCSO 
Building, 60 W. Emaus St., 
Middletown. 

Volunteer arrival/training 
is at 8:30 a.m.; from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. is the event.

Reply to david.boucher@red-
cross.org or call 717-756-6613.

Family fun day at Hoffer 
Park will be on Saturday

Join Commissioners Jeff 
Haste, Mike Pries and George P. 
Hartwick III at Family Fun Day 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
May 18, at Hoffer Park, Mill 
Street, Middletown. 

Featured will be inflatables, 
free food, games and more.

The event is geared toward 
making positive and personal 
choices. 

For more information, call 
717-635-2254.

TOWN TOPICS

Two Lower Dauphin High 
School seniors recently received 
monthly honors.

Tanner Kennedy was rec-
ognized by the Rotary Club of  
Hummelstown as Student of  the 
Month for April.

Tanner, the son of  Steven and 
Shirley Kennedy, is involved 
in the school’s Mini-THON as 
a captain, and participated in 
the theater program. He was 
“Harry” in this year’s production 
of  “Mamma Mia!” and he par-
ticipated in the musical all four 
years. He is a five-year veteran 
of  Dramapalooza and directed a 
play last year. He’s been involved 
in the Men’s A Cappella for three 
years and is the Tenor 1 section 
leader. He participated in choir 
and chamber singers. He is a 
four-year member of  the Young 
Democrats Club and a two-year 
member of  the Diversity Club. 
He has been involved in the LD 
orchestra program since fourth 
grade. Tanner is a member of  the 
National Science Honor Society 
and  a two-year member of  the 
Math Honor Society. He serves 
as a mentor in Lower Dauphin’s 
outdoor education program.

He volunteers as a tutor in 
Lower Dauphin Communi-
ties That Care’s Study Buddy 
program and participates in 
the Health Career Exploration 
Program at the Hershey Medi-
cal Center.

He plans to attend the Univer-
sity of  Pittsburgh and major in 
nursing.

Cassandra 
McIntire was 
named Young 
Wo m a n  o f  
the  Month 
for April by 
the Hummel-
stown Wom-
en’s Club.

Cassie, the 
daughter of  
S t e ve  a n d 
Shelly McIn-
tire, was se-
lected for her 
commitment 
t o  s e r v i c e 
at the high 
school and in 
the commu-
nity. She participated in band 
for three years. She is a two-year 
member of  the National English 
Honor Society, and National Sci-
ence Honor Society. 

She played softball for three 
seasons. She is a two-year 
student representative on the 
Lower Dauphin Board of  School 
Directors and participates in 
the Health Career Exploration 
Program at Hershey Medical 
Center. She is a mentor with 
Lower Dauphin’s outdoor educa-
tion program.

She is active in her church and 
served as a Club Ophelia mentor 
with Lower Dauphin Communi-
ties That Care for four years.

She plans to attend a four-year 
college or university and major 
in biology with the goal of  becom-
ing a physician’s assistant.

Kennedy

McIntire

LD’s Kennedy, McIntire 
earn monthly honors
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Editor’s note: From the Vault 
and Puzzles and Horoscope 
will return at a later date.

On the 75th anniversary of  D-
Day, a veteran who fought at Nor-
mandy will be the guest speaker 
at the monthly meeting of  the 
Central PA WWII Roundtable, at 
7 p.m. Thursday, June 6.

Hawley native Joe Drake served 
as sergeant with Company A, 2nd 
Ranger Battalion. 

One of  his outfit’s most famous 
exploits was climbing the cliffs 
at Pointe du Hoc on June 6, 1944. 
Drake, however, arrived a few 
weeks after the initial Normandy 
landings and helped to clear out 
remaining pockets of  German 
soldiers in the vicinity.

Drake entered the army in April 
1943, and after training in Missis-
sippi, Louisiana and England saw 
combat in Northern France, the 
Rhineland, and Belgium, includ-
ing the Battle of  the Bulge.

A monumental victory for the 
Rangers of  the 2nd Battalion in 
which Drake did participate was 
the assault on the city of  Brest in 
August 1944.  

Drake’s A Company disabled 
the strongest and largest German 
fortress in the area, taking over 
850 German prisoners.  

Drake made it back to the United 
States in October 1945 and was 

discharged that December. He 
worked for 34 years in the Hawley 
post office, serving as postmaster 
for the last 15 years.  

Today, the 95-year-old veteran 
lives on the street where he was 
born.

The June meeting will feature 
a buy one, get one free book sale, 
with proceeds donated to local 
nonprofit organizations that ben-
efit veterans. 

The Central Pennsylvania WWII 
Roundtable is a nonprofit organi-
zation that provides a forum for 
World War II veterans, authors, 
historians and others to share 

their knowledge and experiences 
related to the war. 

Meetings, held the first Thurs-
day of  every month, begin at 7 
p.m. at Grace United Methodist 
Church, 433 E. Main Street, Hum-
melstown. 

Anyone with an interest in 
World War II is invited to attend 
the meetings. There are no mem-
bership or admission fees.

For more information, contact 
Charlie Lloyd at charlie.central-
paww2rt@gmail.com or 717-503-
2862, or visit the organization’s 
website at www.centralpaw-
w2roundtable.org.

Ranger Battalion vet to speak on D-Day anniversary
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Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the Mid-
dletown Borough community since 1936. It 
has been our privilege to proclaim the good 
news of  Jesus Christ all these years and to do 
so knowing the good news has never changed 
in over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the 
Apostles’ Creed and the Westminster Confes-
sion of  Faith and its Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms as clearly teaching what Scrip-
ture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  

Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for 
sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please 
join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 
a.m. morning worship service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. 
We also have Sunday school 
classes for all ages at 9 a.m. 
and a Bible Study and prayer 
meeting each Wednesday at 
7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and 
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown 
invites everyone to join us for worship on 
Sunday mornings lead by Pastor Brad 
Gilbert.  Our services are relaxed and 
casual. We offer a traditional service at 8:45 
a.m. and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 
a.m., between services, there is a variety of  
Christian Education classes for all ages. 

We have 
several things happening at 
Ebenezer and all are welcome. 
There is a prayer time, “Part-
ners in Prayer” that meets the 
first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we 
experience the joy of  God’s 
presence. Have a favorite 

board game? “Game Night” 
is every third Monday at 6:30 
p.m. We also offer a variety of  
other groups including Bible 
studies. 

Any questions please call 
us at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us 
at ebenezerumc890@outlook.
com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you 
to attend our Sunday morning activities: 
Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 
10:15 a.m. When you walk in the door, you will 
see people of  all ages and walks of  life, some 
dressed formally and others casually in jeans 
and sneakers. Come as you are.

Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and 
they will be happy to help you 
if  you need any assistance or 
have a question. We celebrate 
communion the first Sunday 
of  each month. In the spirit of  
Jesus Christ, and as a congre-
gation in the United Method-
ist Church, we welcome all 
(baptized or un-baptized) to 
partake of  the holy sacrament. 
We invite you to experience life 
at Evangelical UMC. Whether 
you are looking for a commu-
nity, are lonely, searching for 
the meaning of  life, or want to 
know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more 
about us: www.eumch.org.

This week’s worship as-
sistants are as follows: Pastor 
– Lee Ellenberger; Liturgist 
– John Burkholder; Organist 
– Don Cowsert; Guest Choir 
Director – Sarah Snyder; Chil-
dren’s Time – Jamal Warren; 

Audio Visual – Steve Moyer, 
Jamal Warren and Justin 
Hahn; Head Usher – John 
Burkholder; Greeters – Kara 
Miller and Jaden Miller; Nurs-
ery Caregivers – Deb Lidle and 
Joyce Moyer.

This week’s schedule of  ac-
tivities is as follows:

Wed., May 15: 6 p.m., Al-
coholics Anonymous Group 
Book Study.

Thurs., May 16: 10 a.m., 
Interfaith Council at Seven 
Sorrows R.C. Church.

Sun., May 19: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship Service.

Mon., May 20: 4:30 p.m., Com-
munity dinner.

Tues., May 21: 8:30 a.m., Mis-
sion Central; 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal 
provided by New Thing UM 
Community; 7 p.m., Trustee 
Meeting in Room 1.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers 
offering God’s invitation for a new beginning 
to all who seek it. We exist to meet the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of  all 
people through faith in Jesus Christ. We are 
a Safe Sanctuary congregation. New Begin-
nings Church invites you to worship with us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and 
children’s church is provided. Our congrega-
tion meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. Union 

St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. Sunday School for all 
ages is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible via ramp at back 
door. For additional church information call 717-388-1641. For 
security purposes our back and side doors will be locked every 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. The only 
door for entry after that will be the front door.

The community is invited to 
our new contemporary ser-
vice on Monday evenings at 

7 p.m. entitled “New Begin-
nings Unchained Worship Fel-
lowship.” Persons who have 
no church affiliation or are 
seeking to grow in their faith 
in their relationship with God 
are invited. We invite you to 
come and check out our new 
service.

Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets Sun-
day evening from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors 
group meets the 1st and 3rd 
Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m. All 
are welcome.

Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice 
at 6:30 p.m.

Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thurs-
days of  the month at 9 a.m.; 
Intercessory Prayer meets at 6 
p.m., followed by Bible Study 
at 7 p.m.

Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 
3rd Saturday every other 
month. The community is 
invited to participate in these 

important areas of  our church 
life.

Greeter for May: Nancy 
Leister. May ushers: Paula 
and John Bidoli, Mary Mulka 
and Earl Peters; Children’s 
church leaders for Sun., May 
19: Nancy Leister and Lisa 
Walak.

Our prayer garden in the 
rear of  the yard has an 8-foot 
cross that is made out of  
nails. From spring to winter 
benches are provided to use 
to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along 
the Swatara Creek.

Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook 
page “Pastor Britt Stroheck-
er.” 

Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS 
radio station, WMSS 91.1 FM 
at 3 p.m. every Sunday after-
noon. Listen on the radio or 
the Internet at www.pennlive.
com/wmss/audio. Check us 
out on our website at www.
newbeginningschurchmiddle-
townpa.com.

Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than 
the love of  Jesus Christ!” We 
invite you to come and experi-
ence this love. 

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 
290 N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. 
We are a body of  Christian people who reach 
out to others by sharing God’s Word, love, 
and fellowship. Warm greetings to one and 
all as we seek to grow closer to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Please join us on Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neubaum 
leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is air-
conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 

there are also hearing devices for anyone wanting to use one. 
Nursery is available during the service, as well as Bible 
Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

You are invited on Sundays 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in Fel-
lowship Hall for our Adult 
Forum, an opportunity to 
learn more about the Bible 
and issues of  concern to 
Christians! All are welcome as 
we study the Bible and reflect 
on how the scriptures can 
inform and inspire us to “walk 
the talk” in our daily lives and 
to be responsible and faithful 
Christians as we confront the 

critical issues of  our time. 
Our electronic newsletter 

can be accessed anytime at 
www.pcmdt.org...click on 
“resources”…click on “news-
letter.” (These are PDF files 
should open with Adobe Acro-
bat). For further information, 
see our website www.pcmdt.
org, visit our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/Presbyte-
rianCongregation), or call the 
office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 

Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Luther Hall Sunday, Adult Sunday 
church school at 9 a.m. Our worship times are: 
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday 
Church school for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel; Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shep-

herd Chapel. For Wednesday and Saturday services please enter the 
church through the parking lot doors. Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on WMSS 91.1FM at 11 a.m.

Harrisburg Gay Men’s Concert, 
Fri., May 17 at 7 p.m. See flyer on 
bulletin board for more informa-
tion. Contains mature language 
and context. Recommended for 
ages 13 and older.

Save The Date: Kierch Sunday 
is Sun., May 26 at 10 a.m.

Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book 
to take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book!

Interfaith Area Council Month 
of  Caring – May: Please donate 
to your church, synagogue, or 
directly to the Middletown Food 
Pantry to help those in this com-
munity in our need. See needs 
below in Food Pantry News 
or monetary donations can be 
mailed to Middletown Interfaith 
Council, P.O. Box 207, Middle-
town, PA 17057. 

Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals 
may also take items directly to 
the food pantry, which is open 
Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 pm. The Community 
Action Commission office is open 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at the same location. Food Pantry 
Sunday is June 2 (the first Sun-
day of  each month).

Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

Police: Area woman 
made up story about 
domestic incident

State Police charged a Lon-
donderry Township woman 
after she told police she had 
made up a story about a man 
raping and strangling her.

Police on May 10 filed a 
misdemeanor charge of  false 
reports-reported offense did 
not occur, against Jennifer Ma-
rie Russell, 33, of  the first block 
of  Crestview Village.

The charge involved an 
alleged incident Russell had 
previously told police had oc-
curred in June 2018 at another 
residence in Londonderry 
Township, according to arrest 
papers police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

Russell is awaiting setting of  
a preliminary hearing.

Woman charged for disturbance 
Middletown police charged a 

Harrisburg woman following 
a disturbance at an apartment 
building in the first block of  
Ann Street on May 6.

Valerie Mesaros, 21, of  the 
1100 block of  Loop Drive, had 
been banned from the building, 
authorities said. 

She ignored warnings that 
by going inside she was tres-
passing, police said in arrest 
papers filed with District Judge 
David Judy.

Police took Mesaros into 
custody after using a Taser to 
bring her under control.

She was arraigned May 6 
before District Judge Domi-
nic Pelino and charged with 
defiant trespass, disorderly 
conduct, harassment, and 
resisting arrest.

Her preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for May 20.

straight walks loaded the bases 
with Middletown runners. An-
other free pass, this one issued by 
new pitcher Michael Sheppard-
Gordon, forced in Jaxson Senior 
for another run.

With the bases still full, pinch-
hitter Tony Powell punched out a 
two-run single to give the Raiders 
a 9-3 lead. Ash followed with an 
RBI single, and a wild pitch with 
Williams in the box let in another 
run before Williams’ single drove 
in run No. 12. 

Keyser sat down the Spartans 
in order in the bottom of  the 
sixth, and the Raiders plated 
another run in the top of  the sev-
enth on another wild pitch after 
Tuffy’s single loaded the bases. 

A.J. Stains struck out the side 
in the bottom of  the seventh to 
lock up the 13-3 victory. 

Middletown 11, Boiling Springs 0
In a non-divisional game that 

had been postponed twice the 
Blue Raiders’ road trip to Boiling 
Springs turned out to be suc-
cessful as the Middletown squad 
shut out the host Bubblers 11-0 
on Saturday. 

The game started at 11 a.m., 
which appeared to agree with 
the Blue Raiders.

Ash came within two outs of  
pitching a no-hitter, and he and 
his defense held the Bubblers in 
check from start to finish. As it 
turned out a bloop single to left 
was all the hosts could muster 
against Ash, who struck out 
eight batters and issued just one 
walk in the six-inning contest.

The Raiders punched out 
11 hits against three Boiling 
Springs pitchers. The Raiders 
scored one run in the first inning, 
one in the third, two more in the 
fourth, one in the fifth and six in 
the sixth to secure the victory.

After Ash led off the game with 
a triple to deep center, Williams 
followed with an RBI single for 
the first run. 

In the third, Peters singled 
with two outs and came home on 
a run-scoring single by Wagner 
for the 2-0 lead. 

In the top of  the fourth, Yohn 
led off with a double. (His team-
mates said it should have been a 
triple but joked that he runs like 

a diesel instead of  a race car.) 
No matter, Yohn scored after 
Keyser was hit by a pitch and 
Ash walked to load the bases for 
Williams, who picked up the RBI 
on a sacrifice fly. 

Miller followed with a single 
to right to push home run No. 4.

In the fifth frame, a bases 
loaded walk to Ash pushed in 
Cole Senior, who had doubled 
with two outs, for Middletown’s 
fifth run. In the top of  the sixth, 
a pair of  walks and a single by 
Jaxson Senior again loaded the 
bases with Raiders. 

With one out, Cole Senior 
drew a walk, forcing in one run, 
and Yohn’s second double of  the 
game drove in two more. Before it 
was over the Raiders would score 
three more times on another 
bases-loaded walk, a fielder’s 
choice and a single by Miller.

Down 11-0 at that point, the 
Bubblers tried to rally to keep 
the game going. But, after getting 
the leadoff hitter on a strikeout 
and giving up the bloop single, 
Ash struck out Kyle Swartz for 
the second out. With two down, 
a very good defensive play by 
Miller at shortstop and Peters at 
first finished off the host team in 
grand style.

BASEBALL: Bubblers burst
From page B1
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SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL  
BY DIANA KEYSER

Middletown’s Avery Williams bats 
Saturday vs. Boiling Springs.
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Deadliest 
drug? It’s 
not cannabis

EDITORIALVIEWS

A sobering but predictable 
result for TMI’s long saga

We have written several editori-
als since Exelon announced in May 
2017 that it planned to prematurely 
close its nuclear power plant on 
Three Mile Island.

If  you have read all of  them, you 
know we are not surprised that the 
shutdown now seems imminent. 
Exelon announced May 8 that the 
plant will close, which seems to be 
the final straw. The Pennsylvania 
Legislature, despite bills being 
introduced in both the House and 
Senate, did not take action.

Exelon and other nuclear opera-
tors in Pennsylvania want nuclear 
energy added to the state’s Alter-
native Energy Portfolio Standards, 
to be on level footing with solar 
and wind.

Nuclear probably should be add-
ed, in all fairness. As TMI spokes-
man Dave Marcheskie says, the 
nuclear power industry generates 
93 percent of  carbon-free electric-
ity in Pennsylvania.

But TMI’s problem, as we have 
stated before, is unique. The spec-
ter of  the partial meltdown that is 
now 40 years in the past continues 
to slap TMI in the face, because 
there is only one active reactor on 
the island.

Almost two years ago, in our 
editorial of  June 7, 2017, we said: 
“You do the math: Peach Bottom 
has 860 employees with a payroll of  
$84.2 million, and it generates 2,700 
megawatts of  power. Three Mile 
Island has about 675 employees 
with an annual payroll of  about 
$60 million and generates about 850 
megawatts of  power. There aren’t 
enough bills in the pens of  the en-
tire Legislature to close that gap.”

There still aren’t. 
The legislative efforts had little 

chance of  passing.
As Eric Epstein of  the watchdog 

group TMI Alert told us, “Anyone 
who drops legislation in March 
and expects it to be passed by May 
should book a ticket on Fantasy 
Airlines. It just doesn’t work that 
way.” 

Exelon has played the game 
well. It made the issue about leg-
islation, not about the industry or 
the challenges facing TMI. It put 
the onus on the Legislature, and   

the Legislature didn’t even move a 
bill out of  committee.

Now, however, the Legislature 
seems determined to pass some-
thing, to protect the other nuclear 
plants in the state. State Rep. Tom 
Mehaffie, R-Lower Swatara Town-
ship, said soon after Exelon’s May 8 
announcement: “I hope the conver-
sation continues in the Legislature 
about the future of  Pennsylvania’s 
nuclear industry. We still have 
eight reactors in this state sup-
plying a large piece of  our state’s 
electricity production. Time may 
have run out for Three Mile Island, 
but the fight is not over for the rest 
of  our nuclear fleet.”

Opponents of  any “bailout” for 
nuclear will tell you that Exelon 
and the other companies that own 
nuclear plants in the state don’t 
need help, that TMI was the only 
plant not making a profit. 

We have said from the start that 
it was our belief  that Exelon was 
willing to sacrifice TMI by clos-
ing it in order to protect its other 
interests in Pennsylvania. Passing 
legislation put forth by Mehaffie, 
even if  it’s too late to save TMI, 
would do just that. 

“Pennsylvania lawmakers 
should continue to reject this 
attempt at a corporate cash grab 
being led by three out-of-state cor-
porations projected to make more 
than $1 billion in profits in Penn-
sylvania in 2018 and 2019,” Citizens 
Against Nuclear Bailouts said in a 
statement after the closure an-
nouncement, referring to Exelon, 
FirstEnergy Solutions and Talen 
Energy.

From a local standpoint, we are 
curious to see the impacts. They 

probably won’t be sudden.
We are glad that Londonderry 

Township has been taking steps 
to insulate itself  from the poten-
tial loss of  more than $110,000 in 
annual revenue from Three Mile 
Island. The Lower Dauphin School 
District also likely will have some 
tough choices ahead.

But one specific area won’t be 
devastated by a huge amount of  its 
residents losing their jobs. Figures 
provided by TMI in 2017 show that 
78 of  the approximately 675 TMI 
employees live in the 17057 ZIP 
code that encompasses Middle-
town, Royalton, Londonderry 
Township and Lower Swatara 
Township. More live in Lancaster 
County (202) than Dauphin (193). 
York County has 76, Cumber-
land County has 50, and Lebanon 
County, 43.

We were heartened to hear that 
Harrisburg Regional Chamber 
President David Black thinks 
Middletown is in a good spot to 
weather whatever storm might 
come from the closure.

The area lost thousands of  jobs 
in the 1960s when Olmsted Air 
Force Base closed, but now the 
base is home to Penn State Harris-
burg and Harrisburg International 
Airport, both key drivers of  the 
area economy.

Such a repurposing will be dif-
ficult on the island, we realize. But 
one possibility we haven’t heard 
discussed is making it a tourist at-
traction. Sound weird? If  the island 
is proven to be safe for visitors, 
and both TMI officials and federal 
authorities say it is except for 
where the accident happened, we 
bet there are plenty of  people who 
would want to go inside. Tourists 
travel to battlefields such as Get-
tysburg on vacation. Would it be so 
hard to believe that TMI couldn’t 
be a destination as well?

That’s a discussion for another 
time. For now, we salute every-
thing that has been done by the 
hard-working employees of  the 
plant over the decades since it first 
opened. Three Mile Island is part 
of  American history, and it always 
will be because of  what happened 
there 40 years ago.

Steel quotas would crush American energy

President Donald Trump’s landmark 
trade deal is in trouble. It’s increas-
ingly uncertain whether Congress, as 
well as the Canadian and Mexican leg-
islatures, will ratify the all-important 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agree-
ment (USMCA). 

USMCA talks have been going on 
since July 2017. What was supposed to 
be seven rounds of  trade-deal talks has 
turned into many more. In the past two 
months, White House officials have 
met with close to 300 lawmakers. 

Now, all three countries are hung 
up on one key issue. They want the 
Trump administration to eliminate its 
tariffs on imported Mexican and Cana-
dian steel before a vote on the deal. 

These tariffs have been painful for 
American businesses, especially oil 
and natural gas firms that Trump has 
otherwise supported with free-market 
policy. Keeping these tariffs in place — 
or worse, switching to an import quota 
system — would imperil energy com-
panies. Consumers would face higher 
utility bills. And many workers could 
lose their jobs. 

In short, it’s time to scrap the tariffs.
Trump imposed the 25 percent tariff 

on steel in June of  last year. These 

import duties created a massive tax 
on every American company that uses 
steel, from auto manufacturers to 
shipbuilders. 

The tariffs also dealt a blow to 
Canada, which is America’s largest 
foreign supplier of  steel. So it’s no 
surprise that Canadian officials have 
threatened to delay their approval of  
the USMCA if  the tariffs stay in place. 
Mexico has made similar demands. 

Furthermore, Canada and Mexico 
also imposed retaliatory tariffs on U.S. 
agricultural exports. 

To appease these lawmakers while 
keeping the White House’s protec-
tionist officials happy, Secretary of  
Agriculture Sonny Perdue has tried to 
broker a compromise. He’s urging the 
president to replace the existing tariffs 
with steel quotas. 

His suggestion worsens the problem. 
Steel quotas effectively put a cap on 
affordable energy infrastructure. 

The oil and natural gas industry has 
boomed over the last decade thanks to 
advancements in hydraulic fracturing, 
or “fracking.” Since 2011, the United 
States has been the world’s leading 
developer of  oil and natural gas — ex-
ceeding both Russia and Saudi Arabia. 
The industry supports more than 10 
million American jobs and contributes 
$1.3 trillion to the nation’s economy. 

But new production needs new 
pipeline capacity to sustain this boom. 
Roughly 77 percent of  the steel used to 
make pipelines is imported, according 

to one recent analysis. For the most 
part, these imports consist of  specialty 
pipes that only a few, if  any, American 
manufacturers are equipped to pro-
duce. 

Tariffs have made pipeline construc-
tion significantly more expensive. The 
levies have added approximately $76 
million to the cost of  building a typical 
pipeline and $300 million to the cost of  
a project the size of  the Keystone XL 
expansion. 

Last year alone, energy firms in 
Texas’ Permian Basin announced 15 
new pipeline projects which, together, 
would boost carrying capacity by 7.7 
million barrels. If  quotas are enacted, 
these projects could be put on hold for 
years. 

Ironically, a quota system wouldn’t 
even appease our neighbors. As Mex-
ico’s Deputy Economy Minister Luz 
Maria de la Mora recently told report-
ers, “Quotas make no sense, they’re 
a way of  managing trade. ... What 
industry in North America needs is 
the elimination of  this tariff and not 
managed trade.” 

Steel tariffs have weakened our 
economy and endangered the presi-
dent’s signature trade deal. It’s time 
to lift those tariffs — and not replace 
them with a misguided quota system 
that would only make things worse. 

Robert L. Bradley Jr. is the founder 
and CEO of  the Institute for Energy 
Research. 

During my battle to bring medical 
cannabis to Pennsylvania, I was ac-
cused of  promoting drug use. Even 
though I offered statistics, studies 
and other information to refute these 
claims, the opposition continued.

At the same time the General Assem-
bly was deliberating medical cannabis, 
it was also considering bills to expand 
access to liquor — most notably, beer 
sales in grocery stores. I continue to 
find the irony perplexing.

Cannabis is listed by the federal gov-
ernment as a Schedule I drug, which, 
according to the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Agency, is a high potential for abuse, 
no currently accepted medical use, and 
lacks accepted safety even under medi-
cal supervision.

No prescriptions can be written for 
Schedule I substances, and they are not 
readily available for clinical use. Mean-
while, alcohol is legal, widely available 
and popular.

The National Institutes of  Health, 
says alcohol can lead to:

• Injuries: Alcohol is a factor in about 
60 percent of  fatal burns, drownings 
and homicides; 50 percent of  severe 
trauma injuries and sexual assaults; 
and 40 percent of  fatal motor vehicle 
crashes, suicides and fatal falls.

• Health problems: Heavy drinkers 
have a greater risk of  liver and heart 
disease, sleep disorders, depression, 
stroke, stomach bleeding, sexually 
transmitted infections and several 
types of  cancer; they may also have 
problems with diabetes, high blood 
pressure and other conditions.

• Birth defects: Drinking during 
pregnancy can cause brain damage 
and other serious problems for unborn 
babies.

• Alcohol use disorders: About 17 mil-
lion Americans have such conditions.

The national Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention says: “Drinking too 
much can harm your health. Excessive 
alcohol use led to approximately 88,000 
deaths and 2.5 million years of  poten-
tial life lost each year in the United 
States from 2006-2010, shortening the 
lives of  those who died by an average 
of  30 years. Excessive drinking was 
responsible for one in 10 deaths among 
working-age adults aged 20-64 years. 
The economic costs of  excessive alcohol 
consumption in 2010 were estimated at 
$249 billion, or $2.05 a drink.”

Excessive drinking includes binge 
drinking, heavy drinking, and any 
drinking by pregnant women or those 
younger than age 21.

Binge drinking is the most common 
form of  excessive drinking and is de-
fined as consuming four or more drinks 
during a single occasion for women and 
five or more for men.

Heavy drinking is defined as consum-
ing eight or more drinks per week for 
women and 15 or more for men.

The Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans defines moderate drinking as up to 
one drink per day for women and up to 
two drinks per day for men.

A standard drink contains 0.6 ounces 
of  pure alcohol. Generally, this amount 
is found in 12 ounces of  beer (5 per-
cent alcohol content), 8 ounces of  malt 
liquor (7 percent alcohol content), 5 
ounces of  wine (12 percent alcohol 
content), and 1.5 ounces of  80-proof  (40 
percent alcohol content) distilled spirits 
or liquor.

These are among the reasons for the 
1920 passage of  the 18th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution, which ushered in 
Prohibition. However, 13 years later, the 
20th Amendment was passed, ending 
“The Great Experiment.”

Cannabis sits with heroin, LSD, 
cocaine and “Ecstasy” as a Schedule 
I drug. Meanwhile, morphine, opium, 
and codeine are listed under Schedule 
II.

Hopefully, with continued clinical 
trials and studies of  cannabis’ effects 
on chronic pain, addiction, neurologi-
cal disorders, seizure disorders, cancer, 
and other medical conditions, medical 
science will prevail and medical can-
nabis will be reclassified. This is a goal 
of  the so-called “Chapter 20” research 
provisions of  my medical cannabis bill, 
now a three-year-old law.

Mike Folmer is a Republican member of  
the Pennsylvania Senate whose 48th Dis-
trict includes Middletown. His Capitol 
office telephone number is 717-787-5708.
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It’s been nearly two decades since 
Pennsylvania created a program that 
has improved the lives of  literally 
hundreds of  thousands of  Penn-
sylvania children. Known as the 
Education Improvement Tax Credit, 
it awards funding to children in need 
so that they may attend the schools 
of  their choice.

Scholarships are provided by our 
job creators in exchange for a tax 
credit from the commonwealth and 
are available in three categories: pre-
K; K-12; and educational improve-
ment (through afterschool and edu-
cational activities in public schools). 
Scholarships in these categories are 
awarded to children so that he or she 
can choose what school to attend. 
Needless to say, these scholarships 
have opened new doors to so many 
needy children.

Government is so often criticized 
for not doing enough to help chil-
dren, but here is a clear example of  
Pennsylvania opening new doors to 
help its most needy children. The 
EITC program provides more than 
70,000 students with scholarships 
every year to attend schools of  their 
choice in nearly all of  Pennsylvania’s 
67 counties and 500 school districts.

With such a track record since the 
program was introduced in 2001, it’s 
time to expand and help even more 
students reach their education and 
professional dreams. Right now, 
there are more than 63,000 students 
on a waiting list to receive an annual 
scholarship and the interest is there 
from the business community to help 
each and every one of  them. 

The Pennsylvania Department of  
Community and Economic Develop-
ment, which oversees the program, 
has more than $135 million in eligible 
business applications that were 
denied tax credits this year and were 
placed on a waiting list.

House Bill 800, sponsored by 
Pennsylvania Speaker of  the House 
Mike Turzai, would go a long way 
in helping to solve this problem by 
providing an additional $100 million 
annually. It would include an escala-
tor clause providing an additional 
10 percent increase each year when 
at least 90 percent of  the tax credits 
were claimed in the prior year. An 
escalator is important because while 
Pennsylvania was a trailblazer in the 
EITC program, states such as Florida 
incorporated such a clause and now 
serve twice as many students.

There remains plenty of  room 
for growth of  the EITC in Pennsyl-
vania. Despite spending $8 billion 
annually to fund basic education 
in public schools, EITC represents 
less than 0.03 percent. This is essen-
tially a rounding error in the com-
monwealth’s overall $30 billion-plus 
spending budget in 2018-19.

It’s important to note all schools 
that accept EITC scholarship stu-
dents hold all necessary accredita-
tion requirements by the state De-
partment of  Public Education. The 
schools that scholarship recipients 
attend provide parents with academ-
ic progress reports and college place-
ment statistics, and students take 
standardized tests that help parents 
gauge their child’s success relative to 
peers statewide and nationally. 

The success is evident. For exam-
ple, private schools that accept EITC 
have a 95 percent graduation rate, 
and more than 92 percent of  their 
graduates attend a two- or four-year 
college.

Taxpayers should support EITC 
programs because it also saves mon-
ey. Nationally, they saved taxpayers 
as much as $3.4 billion through the 
2013-14 school year, according to a 
study by Martin F. Lueken, direc-
tor of  fiscal policy and analysis at 
EdChoice. It stands to reason those 
figures have grown significantly 
since then. 

It’s clear that EITC is doing 
wonderful things for children all 
across Pennsylvania. House Bill 800 
deserves support and passage from 
the General Assembly and the Wolf  
administration.

Sean P. McAleer is the director of  
education for The Pennsylvania 
Catholic Conference.

SEAN 
MCALEER

State should 
grow program 
that helps in 
school choice

ROBERT 
BRADLEY

Such a repurposing will be 
difficult on the island, we 
realize. But one possibility we 
haven’t heard discussed is 
making it a tourist attraction. 
Sound weird? ... Tourists 
travel to battlefields such as 
Gettysburg on vacation. Would 
it be so hard to believe that TMI 
couldn’t be a destination?
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Safety Seminar
Active Shooter

The event will feature a presentation by the Derry Township 
Police Department on survival methods and responses you 

can employ during an active shooter scenario.

Website: RepMehaffie.com                                Facebook.com/RepMehaffie

VIRTUE LIBERTY  AND INDEPENDENCE

hosted by: State Rep. Tom Mehaffie
106th Legislative District

Seating is limited and 
registration is required. 

RSVP by calling 
Rep. Mehaffie’s office 
at 717-534-1323 by 

May 24, 2018.Thursday, May 31 
6-8 p.m. 

Lower Swatara 
Volunteer Fire Dept.

1350 Fulling Mill Road 
Middletown

Safety Seminar
Active Shooter

The event will feature a presentation by the Derry Township 
Police Department on survival methods and responses you 

can employ during an active shooter scenario.

Website: RepMehaffie.com                                Facebook.com/RepMehaffieWebsite: RepMehaffie.com                                Facebook.com/RepMehaffie

VIRTUE LIBERTY  AND INDEPENDENCE

hosted by: State Rep. Tom Mehaffie
106th Legislative District

Seating is limited and 
registration is required. 

RSVP by calling 
Rep. Mehaffie’s office 
at 717-534-1323 by 

May 24, 2018.Thursday, May 31 
6-8 p.m. 

Lower Swatara 
Volunteer Fire Dept.

1350 Fulling Mill Road 
Middletown

State-related publications will be 
distributed at this event.

Safety Seminar
Active Shooter

The event will feature a presentation by the Derry Township 
Police Department on survival methods and responses you 

can employ during an active shooter scenario.

Website: RepMehaffie.com                                Facebook.com/RepMehaffie

VIRTUE LIBERTY  AND INDEPENDENCE

hosted by: State Rep. Tom Mehaffie
106th Legislative District

Seating is limited and 
registration is required. 

RSVP by calling 
Rep. Mehaffie’s office 
at 717-534-1323 by 

May 24, 2018.Thursday, May 31 
6-8 p.m. 

Lower Swatara 
Volunteer Fire Dept.

1350 Fulling Mill Road 
Middletown

Seating is limited and 
registration is required.

RSVP by calling Rep. 
Mehaffi e’s offi ce at 
717-534-1323 by 

May 24, 2019.

Thursday, May 30th 
6-8 pm

Lower Swatara 
Volunteer Fire Dept.

1350 Fulling Mill Road
Middletown

Seating is limited and 
registration is required.

RSVP by calling Rep. 
Mehaffi e’s offi ce at 
717-534-1323 by 

The event will feature a presentation by Derry Township Police 
Sgt. Tony Clements on survival methods and responses you 

can employ during an active shooter scenario. Lower Swatara 
Township Police Chief Jeff Vargo will also be in attendance.

A Taste of Hummelstown
Tickets On Sale Now 
at the following locations:
Adult $20 • Children $10 Donation
($25/$15 at the Door ID required for wine tasting)

Only 350 tickets to be sold
•M&T Bank   •The Borough Office
•Rhoads Gift Shop

JUNE 4SERVING 6 - 8PM
FOOD - FUN - ENTERTAINMENT

Come Eat Your Way Around the Square!

Rain Date • 2020

No Pets
Allowed

For details, Visit 
Hummelstownassociation.org. or Call 717-856-5853

Sponsored by �e Hummelstown Business & Professional Assoc.

**

LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOU REACH YOUR MARKET! 
CALL DAVE BROWN: (717) 944-4628 OR EMAIL DAVEBROWN@PRESSANDJOURNAL.COM

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

Call for appointment 944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

We fit all types, including:
• Bifocal contacts
• 1 day contacts
• Contacts for astigmatism
• Colored contacts

We fit all types, including:

• Contacts for astigmatism

Interested in wearing 
contact lenses?

We carry a large selection of 
designer frames and sunglasses.

Vacations can be great ways 
to see the world, soak up some 
culture and get away from the 
hustle and bustle of  everyday 
life. But traveling can have 
benefi ts that last longer than a 
one- or two-week vacation. 

Traveling can have a positive 
e� ect on personal health and well-
being, as various studies point to 
how travel can boost one’s state 
of  mind and overall mood. The 
following are fi ve ways that travel-
ing can positively a� ect travelers’ 
mood and health.

1. Increases happiness: People 
are happiest when they have a trip 
coming up, according to research-
ers at the University of  Surrey 
in the United Kingdom. A 2014 
study from researchers at Cornell 
University confi rms the fi ndings, 
noting people get more happiness 
from anticipating a travel experi-
ence than from an object they can 
acquire.

2. Enhances creativity: The 
brain is infl uenced by new en-
vironments and experiences, 
which is the hallmark of  travel. 
Researchers at the Columbia 
Business School found that travel 
can encourage people to embrace 

di� erent ways of  living and infl u-
ence their outlook on life.

3. Stress relief: Travel is a great 
way to get away from obligations 
at home and at work, allowing the 
mind to reset without having to 
make decisions beyond fi guring 
out which activities to do during 
the day or which foods to grab 
along the way. The mental well-
ness site Psych Central adds that 
vacations take people away from 
the places and activities that con-
tribute to their stress levels.

4. Fosters change: Remember-
ing pleasurable experiences from 
vacations when one returns home 
can be a positive behavioral inter-
vention. Dr. Tamara McClintock 
Greenberg, a San Francisco-based 
clinical psychologist, says you can 
incorporate those feelings into 
daily life by recreating food or 
experiences at home.

5. Encourages exercise: Vaca-
tions can be full of  swimming, 
walking, sightseeing, or partici-
pating in other fi tness pursuits. 
According to the World Heart 
Federation, moderate exercise 
lowers risk of  heart attack by 
30 to 50 percent, suggesting that 
traveling is good for the mind and 
the body. Exercise also has been 
shown to combat depression and 
help reduce stress and anxiety.

Traveling can improve one’s mental health and overall well-being. Mak-
ing time to take vacations is an important component of staying healthy.

Vacation good for mind and body

COMMISSIONERS: JEFF HASTE | MIKE PRIES | GEORGE P. HARTWICK, III

Join Us!

SATURDAY, MAY 18TH • 10 AM - 2 PM
F

Hoffer Park: Mill Street, Middletown

Infl atables
FREE FOOD,
GAMES & MORE!

More 
Info:

#WhatDoYaknow?
MAKE POSITIVE, PERSONAL CHOICES!

(717) 635-2254
DAUPHIN CO. DRUG & ALCOHOL

SPONSORED BY:
St. Peter's Evangelical Church, Middletown

A Reconciling in Christ Congregati on of the ELCA

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

Middletown Mayor James H. Curry III swears in the borough's newest part-time police 
officer, John Marsh, as interim Police Chief Dennis Morris observes at borough council's 
May 8 meeting. Marsh, 25, grew up in Swatara Township and lives in Mechanicsburg. He 
has a bachelor's degree in psychology from Shippensburg University. He has been a police 
officer for about a year with the Pennsylvania Capitol police force, which he will be leaving 
to join Middletown. The base salary of a part-time officer is $20.69 an hour. Council in April 
gave Morris authority to hire up to five new part-time officers, including Marsh. Council is 
also looking to hire two new full-time officers. One will replace former Patrol Officer James 
Bennett. The other is a new position funded in the 2019 budget. The department has 11 full-
time officers, according to the roster on the borough website, and seven part-time officers. Marsh

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Council 
on May 8 approved for advertise-
ment a proposed ordinance that 
would eliminate Catherine, Water, 
Wilson and Wood streets from the 
list of  snow emergency routes.

Council must take another vote 
at an upcoming meeting before the 

changes go into effect.
Snow emergency routes are 

streets where residents must 
move their vehicles during a snow 
emergency declared by the mayor, 
so borough crews can plow snow.

The routes are considered the 
most important to plow first to 
ensure emergency responders 
including police, fire and medical 
services can get to all areas of  the 

borough as quickly as possible.
In removing the four streets 

from the list of  snow routes, bor-
ough officials noted that in some 
cases fire and police stations that 
used to be on or near these streets 
have since closed or relocated.

The borough also noted the cost 
of  placing signs on these streets to 
enforce the snow emergency route 
restriction, and how many such 

signs are required.
Signs on the streets being re-

moved from the list will be moved 
to streets still designated as snow 
emergency routes, to save money.

The ordinance being advertised 
also lists those streets that are to 
remain snow emergency routes, 
including all or portions of  Ade-
lia, Ann, Emaus, Grant, Main, 
Roosevelt, Union and Vine streets.

Plan to cut four streets from borough’s 
snow emergency route list moves ahead

New part-time officer sworn in

MISS A WEEK.
MISS A LOT.

&PRESS   JOURNAL Harrisburg gas prices fell 3 
cents per gallon last week, av-
eraging $2.92 a gallon Sunday, 
according to GasBuddy’s daily 
survey of  241 stations. 

Gas prices in Harrisburg are 
1.4 cents per gallon lower than a 
month ago and 1.2 cents per gal-
lon lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, the cheapest station 

in Harrisburg is priced at $2.82 
while the most expensive is $3.02. 

Average gas prices in Harris-
burg were $2.93 in 2018, $2.47 in 
2017, $2.35 in 2016, $2.73 in 2015, 
and $3,76 in 2014.

Prices in neighboring areas 
include:
Lancaster: $2.95, down 4.5 cents.
Reading: $2.95, down 3.3 cents.
York: $2.89, down 3.1 cents.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

After two Lower Swatara Town-
ship residents voiced concerns 
about Penn State Harrisburg 
students living in the township, 
student government President Ri-
ley Cagle urged commissioners to 
“not even consider” an ordinance 
that would limit student housing.

“Because all you’re doing is put-
ting us in an impossible situation 
where students can’t find housing, 
where students have to decide 
between eating and paying the 
rent. We’re humans, too,” Cagle 
said at the commissioners’ May 
1 meeting.

The commissioners thanked 
Cagle after he spoke, but did not 
comment on what he said.

Residents expressed concerns 
at recent meetings, specifically 
about parking on Lakeside Drive 
and whether the township had 
an ordinance similar to Middle-
town that regulated how many 
unrelated individuals could live 
in a single-family dwelling. A Wo-
odridge development resident said 
the developer was advertising to 
college students after reportedly 
telling the president of  the home-
owners’ association otherwise.

Cagle said he understood com-
plaints from the resident and 
concerns about parking.

“I don’t believe it’s right to 
punish the students for what the 
renting agency did or what the 
development agency did,” he said.

Students bring a lot to the area, 
including spending money at busi-
nesses and community service, 
and while the township may lose 
out on tax revenue because the 
university is tax exempt, Cagle 
argued that the local economy 
benefited from student spending.

Cagle said Middletown’s ordi-
nance that forbids more than two 
unrelated people from living in a 
single-family dwelling is “limit-
ing students from achieving af-
fordable housing” and “creating 
a huge issue for growth at Penn 
State Harrisburg.” He said he is 
working with the borough and 
that he hopes officials are open to 
changing the ordinance.

“I don’t want to see the same 
ordinance be implemented here, 
and us as students have a two-front 
war of  basically being persecuted. 
It feels like it’s being a bad thing 
to be a student now,” Cagle said.

Cagle said he represented a 
“very, very large” constituency in 
the township. Housing insecurity 
is a problem for students and, ac-
cording to Cagle, the average fresh-
man student pays about $1,500 a 
month for on-campus housing.

“That’s larger than some of your 
mortgages,” he said.

Food insecurity is also an issue, 
which he said is in part because of  
the high cost of  living on campus. 
Students look to live off campus be-
cause it’s “much, much cheaper,” 
and one Middletown landlord told 
Cagle that they were charging $825 
a month including utilities, which 
could be split among three people.

After parking concerns were 
raised at the April 17 meeting, 
Police Chief  Jeff Vargo said he 
encountered a similar parking 
issue when he worked for the 
Susquehanna Township police. 
Residents were issued permits and 
it became a “non-issue.”

Parking permits aren’t ideal, 
Cagle said.

“We’re Americans. We have a 
right to live free, and we have a 
right to live together if  we like. I 
believe that that right should be 
protected by this council. I don’t 
believe that right has been pro-
tected by Middletown,” he said.

PSU student
government 
president  
defends 
students

Area gas prices take slight drop
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