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Amtrak station work still set for 2020
Track relocation being done; opening possible in two years
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Construction of the new Amtrak train
station in Middletown is still set to start
sometime in 2020. All of a sudden, that’s
not far off.
Work leading up to the new station
on West Main Street is progressing as
scheduled, Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation officials tell the Press &
Journal.
The new station will be ready to open
to the public in 2021 or 2022, consistent
with the timetable previously announced
by PennDOT, they said, although there
has been little activity at the site in many
months. Grass is growing high in the
fenced-off area where the station will be
located, in between the paved parking

lot areas.
Track relocation work that must be
done before station construction can
begin is proceeding as planned and on
schedule, said PennDOT spokeswoman
Ashley Schoch.
Norfolk Southern has its contractors on
site. Amtrak is scheduled to begin moving
its track after Norfolk Southern is done.
Middletown borough staff recently
met with a PennDOT engineer to go over
electric utility design requirements for
the new station, borough Manager Ken
Klinepeter told the Press & Journal.
However, there will be no overhead
pedestrian bridge over West Main Street
— Route 230.
The original plan called for building the
overhead bridge to connect Penn State
Harrisburg on the north side of West

Main with the new train station, and with
the extended Emaus Street pathway to
downtown that is also part of the train
station project.
But the estimated $7 million cost to build
the bridge was deemed too expensive.
Instead, PennDOT has proposed ground
enhancements to West Main Street aimed
at making it easier for pedestrians and
bicyclists to cross the street.
“We have developed some conceptual
design improvements for pedestrians
crossing Route 230” that include crosswalks, pedestrian lighting, and advanced
pedestrian crossing signage, Schoch said.
“PennDOT is working through the final
design and approvals for these improvements.”

Please see AMTRAK, page A5
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Track relocation work, such as the railroad bridge passing over Wood Street where this
equipment is staged, is crucial before construction of the new Amtrak train station can
begin. The relocation work is proceeding as scheduled, PennDOT tells the Press & Journal.

Robbery latest in rough year
for owners of Hops & Barleys

Work continues at former Bunky’s

Benches a reminder
of fathers who both
died earlier this year
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

It had already been a rough few
months for Steve Wian and Jason
Melhorn, co-owners of Hops &
Barleys, before July 9.
That’s the day someone broke
into the Middletown bar and stole
an estimated $2,400 to $3,500.
Wian had been sidelined with
health issues. And in May —
within eight days of each other
— both their fathers died.
Wian’s father, Lee A. Wian of
Mechanicsburg, died on May 14.
Melhorn’s dad, Thomas D. Shuler
Jr. of York, passed May 22.
In memory of their fathers, the
partners had two benches made
and placed in front of Hops &
Barleys at the northeast corner
of Main and Union streets.
One of the benches, the one
closest to the iconic “Seamus”
waiter permanently standing
guard next to the front entrance,
has a small engraved plaque in
honor of Melhorn’s dad.
Next to Shuler’s bench, separated by large flower pots, is a
matching bench with a small
plaque engraved in remembrance
of Lee A. Wian.
The benches had been there
about a month, but the engraved

Please see ROBBERY, page A5
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Jason Melhorn, co-owner of Hops & Barleys, sits on the bench dedicated
to the memory of his father, Thomas D. Shuler Jr., who died on May 22.

Thieves took $2,400 to $3,500
The Middletown Police Department is investigating a suspected
burglary at Hops & Barleys pub
and grill at 9 E. Main St. in which
$2,400 to $3,500 was stolen.
According to the preliminary
investigation, someone forced a
door open and entered between
2:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. July 9.
The damage to the door is estimated at $500.
“So here we are again our
Middletown friends. We need
your ears this time. It’s been a

heck of a few months for us so
we are asking if you hear anyone chirping about this let the
Middletown Police know,” a post
on the establishment’s Facebook
page states.
Anyone with information about
the robbery is asked to report it
to a Middletown police officer by
calling Dauphin County Dispatch
at 717-558-6900. Anonymous tips
can be submitted at www.middletownboroughpolice.com.
— Press & Journal Staff

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Crews work on the property known as Bunky's at 10-16 S. Union St. on Thursday. KRP Limited purchased the
property last fall, and extensive work is being done to the interior and exterior, in the front and rear.

Cold case solved? Four charged
Sites to run for council as Republican; in 2014 theft of drilling rig, truck
Willenbecher will be on ballot twice
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

It’s official: Scott Sites is in.
Sites last Wednesday said he will
accept the Republican nomination
to be on the fall general election
ballot competing for a Middletown
Borough Council seat, county
Elections & Voter Registration
Director Jerry Feaser told the
Press & Journal.
Sites received enough write-in
votes — 26 — from Republicans
in the May 21 primary to earn a
spot on the fall ballot. However,
Sites did not make his intentions
known until last week.
Sites served two terms on council before deciding not to run again

in 2015.
Four seats
are up on the
seven-member
council this
year. Council
is guaranteed
at least one new
face come Janu- Sites
ary, as incumbent Robert Reid is not running
again.
Sites is one of four Republicans
who will be on the fall ballot. The
others are Richard Kluskiewicz,
former Councilor David Rhen, and
incumbent Democratic Councilor
Ellen Willenbecher.
Willenbecher was already on
the ballot as a Democrat, having

gotten the most Democratic votes
in the primary.
Willenbecher also received
enough write-in votes from Republicans in the primary to also
earn a spot on the fall ballot as
a Republican, because only two
Republicans were on the ballot and
there are four seats open.
Besides Willenbecher, the three
other Democrats on the fall ballot
will be Council President Angela Lloyd, Council Vice President
Mike Woodworth, and newcomer
Phyllis Dew.
Willenbecher, Lloyd and Woodworth were all appointed to
borough council in 2018, and are
all seeking election to a full fouryear term.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown police have
charged four men — three from
New Jersey — in connection with
the theft of a drilling rig and truck
in the borough five years ago.
The drilling rig and truck used
to haul it were reported stolen
from near a borough maintenance shed on July 23, 2014, according to arrest papers police
filed with District Judge David

Judy.
A former
M i d d l e t ow n
detective
traced the
stolen rig to
New Jersey
and was trying to contact Gonzalez
a New Jersey
man reportedly in possession of
the rig. The detective retired at
the end of 2017.
The case went cold until Feb-

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• HARRISBURG: Estate of Novel
Williams. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP.: Estate of
Joyce Vu. A4

• HARRISBURG: Public Meeting
on TMI Decommission. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of
Emanuel Gutgold. A4

ruary of this year, when it was
re-assigned to new detective
Wade Bloom.
Bloom in June made contact
with Joseph Lockwood, who
according to arrest papers had
bought the rig for $10,000 and
was trying to work out “a deal
in trade” to transfer the rig to
another company.
On Thursday, Lockwood, 48,
of Bridgewater, New Jersey, was

Please see CASE, page A5
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Where is your top pick for vacation?

Akakpo-Martin, Stone
receive MAHS honors
The May 2019 Students of the
Month from Middletown Area
High School are Hayli AkakpoMartin and William Stone.
Hayli is the daughter of Atah
and Suson Akakpo-Martin. Hayli
has been involved in many clubs
and held many titles. She was a
class officer all four years, two
as vice president and two as
president. She is the treasurer
of Student Council.
Hayli is a member of MiniTHON, Key Club and Link Crew
and has been an athlete throughout high school. She participated
in soccer, basketball, softball,
and track and field. She has been
awarded first-team Mid-Penn
All-Star in soccer two years in a
row and was named one of MidPenn Conference’s Top 10 girls
soccer Players to Watch in 2018.
Hayli also earned an honorable
mention for softball in 2018.
Hayli volunteers with her
father’s law enforcement motorcycle club with projects ranging
from sending care packages to
homeless people and raising
money for veterans, first responders, active duty soldiers,
and sick children. She has volunteered with Olmsted Soccer
Association.
Hayli is employed as a part-time
sales associate at Champs Sports.
She plans on attending Wilkes
University in Wilkes-Barre to
major in sports management

Hello! There are only five
weeks or so until school starts
up again! Time to get vacations
and travel in full gear. Where
are you going? Where have you
gone? Better yet, what is your
dream vacation?
I never really had an Israel
trip on my bucket list. However,
when the opportunity presented
itself, and the price was right, I
was ready. Read more about that
adventure below.
Look below for some vacation ideas and have a super-chill
summery week!
You can email me your news
to share, or call!

with a minor
in marketing.
She plans to
play soccer at
Wilkes.
William is
the son of William Stone Sr.
and Jennifer Akakpo-Martin
Schue. He has
had a focus on
music, as he is
a member of
concert and
jazz bands,
and is the
drum major
of the marching band. He is Stone
vice president
of Tri-M Honors Society and was
a member of District 7 Band,
Region V Band, and earned the
John Philip Sousa Award.
William is involved with Future Business Leaders of America and is the secretary of the
club. He participated in the
Epidemiology Challenge at the
Capital Area Engineering Fair;
he was awarded first place in
science/medicine and received
the Dr. George Hayward Love
Sr. Judges Award for exceptional
display and interview.
William works at Sharp Shopper in the produce department.
He plans to continue his education at Millersville University to
major in music education.

BINGO

Held at the Middletown Volunteer Fire Department, 10 Adelia St.
Doors open @ 5 | Bingo starts @ 6:45

Proceeds Benefit Middletown Youth Club

MYC offers FREE football & cheerleading registration to children in the Middletown area.

MYCRaiders@gmail.com | FB/MYCRaiders | TWITTER/MYC Raiders

LOWER SWATARA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
Sunday, July 21st • 11 am - SOLD OUT

Monthly Dinner:
*pork

& sauerkraut*

Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables,
Dessert, Coffee & Soda

eat-in or takeout

$2 OFF
DINNER

*

with this coupon

Look for our next
dinner in the Aug. 14th
Press & Journal!

• adults $12 • children $6

*
ONE DINNER
EXP. 10/16/2019 LSVFD

LowerSwataraFire.com • 1350 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown

Support Your
Local Businesses
AUTO DEALER

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Hondru Auto

Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

2005 South Market Street,
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station

200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station

138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service

231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring

5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing

2161 North Union Street, Middletown
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service

3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance

Michele Hughes Lutz

Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy
& Gift Shop

436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

After enjoying a delicious
breakfast buffet at the Leonardo
Hotel with a gorgeous view of
the Sea of Galilee, we ventured
out to see points of interest
in Lower Galilee and Sea of
Galilee. In Nazareth, we visited
Nazareth Village. It is a re-creation of a first-century village.
We saw a vineyard, placed
near an old, believed-to-be first
century winepress, an olive
press, weaving demonstrations,
and much more. This was very
educational and can be seen on
YouTube.
My takeaways: We always
think of Jesus as a carpenter
and his father, Joseph, as a
carpenter, but in fact, they were
stoneworkers, possibly masons.
Also, do you know why they
stepped on the grapes with bare
feet in the winepress? Soles
of feet are soft enough not to
squash the seeds, which would
lead to a bitter taste.
We went to Korazin and
walked in the ruins of this town
Jesus cursed (Matthew 11:20-24).
We visited the Church of the Primacy of St. Peter (John 21). It is
at the edge of the Sea of Galilee
where Jesus made breakfast for
Peter and six others. I put my
hand in the water and found two
tiny shells.
Jesus asked Peter very compelling questions. We were
challenged by Dr. Jim Ayers,
our guide and faithful leader,
to think about our responses
to how we would answer those
questions. Are we truly following Jesus?
Capernaum, the hub of Jesus’
ministry in the Galilee area,
was very interesting as we could
see the ruins of Peter’s house.
A church was built over it with
glass on the floor so we could
look at the foundation of what
was left of the home where
Jesus healed Peter’s mother-inlaw (Matthew 4:13-16). We went
to Nof Ginosar, a museum of a
first-century fishing boat which
was recently found in the Sea of
Galilee.
Magdela was so very cool as
the synagogue there was recently discovered while a hotel was
being built.
There is no doubt that Jesus
taught there. Mary Magdalene
was a faithful follower and we
could easily imagine them in
that small town.
We climbed up high to a cave
where weary travelers would
take a rest from the hot sun.
This area was believed to be the

Mix all ingredients. Refrigerate for several hours, then serve
with crackers.

Dean’s list

PSU offers graduate,
undergraduate courses

PRINTING

Penn State Harrisburg, 777
W. Harrisburg Pike, is offering
a summer session. The session
runs through Aug. 7.
Register at 717-948-6250 or
email hbgadmit@psu.edu.

Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills

103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts

124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THIS DIRECTORY:
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com
Phone: 717-944-4628
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Guide Habib stands near a cave near where Jesus gave the Beatitudes
sermon (Matthew 5-7) near the Sea of Galilee.

Congrats to the following
students who were named to
the Gettysburg College spring
semester dean’s list: Blake Gill
of Middletown; Marni Granzow,
Logan Grubb and Brendan Roth
of Hummelstown; and Kyra
Buettner of Elizabethtown.
These students were named to
the Central Penn College spring
semester dean’s list: Shannon
Assman, Kayleigh Bangert,
Joseph Gross and Ryan Popp of
Middletown; Sarah Bell, Colin
DeLany, Lindsay Hoke, Shamarr
Jacobs, Sorita Nhim and Aaylan
Zapotoczny of Elizabethtown;
and Mercedes Reddick of Highspire.

place Jesus
taught his powerful teaching
on the Mount
of Beatitudes in
Matthew 5-7.
Lunch was a
lovely experience in a restaurant located
next to the Sea
of Galilee, also
know as Lake
Tiberias, Sea
of Tiberias.
I was boring
Scott and LaVonne Ackerman take a selfie in a cave
and chose the
during their trip to Israel.
grilled chicken.
Others had
Lower Swatara. She will hear
battered fried tilapia. The heads, the birthday song on Saturday,
tails and everything were cooked July 20. God bless you, Tracey!
and eaten carefully, watching for
Billy Muller of Royalton hits
those bones!
cake-and-ice cream day No. 19
The days were long and nights
on Saturday, July 20. Have a
were short. Many times we had
super fun day, Billy!
wake up calls at 6 a.m., breakfast
Luke Coughlin of Lower
6:30 and the bus was ready to
Swatara will observe his very
leave by 7:30 a.m.
special 22nd birthday on Sunday,
Also, I mixed up information
July 21. I hope it is the best yet.
in the photo caption for my July
Enjoy your day, and maybe I will
3 column. We saw the Mediterra- see you!
nean Sea from our hotel room in
Happy frosty-filled-cupcake
Netanya, not Jerusalem.
day to Joan Nissley of Lower
Tune in next week for day
Swatara. Her streamer-flying
three.
day is Sunday, July 21. Enjoy!
Tim Wagner of Lower Swatara
Birthdays
marks his 17th balloon-flying
Happy “terrific twos” belated
day on July 21. Many blessings
birthday to Savannah Perry of
to you on Sunday, Tim!
Middletown. She celebrated on
Happy super-duper-dazzling
July 14. Many blessings to this
birthday to Sarah Matincheck
sweetie!
of Middletown. Her last teener
Happy 19th birthday to Jade
cake day is Tuesday, July 23.
Senior of Middletown. Enjoy
Happy 19th!
your last teen cake day on
Happy 15th snappy-happy
Wednesday, July 17!
birthday to Mason Zeigler of
Dalajsha Shickley of Lower
Middletown. If you see him
Swatara Township marks her
around on Tuesday, July 23,
17th confetti-popping day on
be sure to give him a friendly,
Thursday, July 18. Have a superhappy birthday smile!
duper one!
Anniversary
Britney Mason has 24 reasons
to celebrate on Thursday, July
Happy Sunday anniversary
18, as observes her me-holiday.
to Bill and Barb Dagenhart of
A very happy birthday to you!
Lower Swatara Township. This
Best wishes for a wonderful
sweet couple enjoy their 21 years
happy birthday are sent to Kay
together on July 21. Congrats!
Turns of Middletown. She will
Cool Crab Dip
party on Saturday, July 20. I
hope your weekend is very fes1 (8 oz.) package of cream
tive, Kay!
cheese
Here is a happy birthday
1/4 c. milk
shout-out to Tracey Bechtel of
1/2 c. mayonnaise

All-Class Reunion

Food Service Program.
Free lunches are being provided, rain or shine, Monday
through Friday, to children ages
18 and younger.
It is not necessary to register.
Sites are Middletown Area High
School cafeteria, 11 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., through Aug. 2; Fink Elementary School, War Memorial
Field concession stand, 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., through Aug. 9; and
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
Middletown, 11:15 a.m. to 12:45
p.m., through Aug. 9.

tronaut.” Youngsters will get to
jump, stretch, balance and more.
Sneakers or other exercise-appropriate footwear are required.
For more information, visit
www.middletownpubliclib.org
or call 717-944-6412.

The Central Dauphin High
School Alumni Association will
hold its All-Class Reunion from 4
to 9 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 17, at Cedars Grove, 8143 Old Jonestown
Road, Harrisburg.
Included in the ticket price are
music; a catered meal; desserts;
cold drinks; coffee, beer and
wine; snacks throughout the
event; door prizes; and more.
All former CD students, staff,
and “Ram Fans” are invited.
Proceeds will benefit the CDHSAA Scholarship Fund.
For prices, information and
ticket order forms, go to the
association’s website at www.
cdhsalumni.com, email cdhsaamembership1@comcast.net, or
call 717-652-7047.

Quote of the Week
“Summer has come; and with
all the lush life outdoors and
softer schedules inside, my soul
has been refilled. It is a sweet
reprieve, a warm embrace given
by our maker.” — Greer Oharah,
author.

Question of the Week
What is your dream vacation?
“Having a house on the beach
with a pool and enough bedrooms for all my family.” — LeeAnn Hocker, Harrisburg.
“Spending a week in Paris!” —
Ayla Windows, 8, Susquehanna
Township.
“I would love to take a trip
with friends or family to a city to
explore and then go to a Major
League Baseball game.” — Ann
Seaton, Harrisburg.
“Camping at KOA.” — Logan
Benner, 12, Royalton.
“Florida. I want to go to Destin. I can't wait!” — Ryan Benkovic, 5, Lower Paxton Township.
“Cancun, Mexico.” — William
Benkovic, 16, Lower Paxton.

Proverb for the Week
A friend loves at all times, and
a brother is born for adversity
(17:17).
Reach LaVonne Ackerman at
717-649-7366 or by email at LaVonneAck@comcast.net.

TOWN TOPICS

Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

Press And Journal Publications

FLOWERS

2 Tbsp. green onions
1 can lump white crab
1 to 2 tsp. horseradish

Israel: Day Two

Support Our Future Blue Raiders!

THURSDAY
NIGHT

LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Youth Club Bingo
scheduled for Thursdays
Youth Club Bingo will be held
Thursday nights at the Middletown Volunteer Fire Department, 10 Adelia St.
Doors open at 5 p.m., and
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.
Proceeds benefit the Middletown Youth Club.

MASD free summer food
program is in place
The Middletown Area School
District is part of the Summer

Slavic American Festival
will be held July 21
The Slavic American Festival will be held from noon to 9
p.m. Sunday, July 21, at St. Ann
Byzantine Catholic Church, 5408
Locust Lane, Harrisburg.
The Divine Liturgy (Mass) will
be celebrated at 10 a.m.
There will be an East Europe-

an gift shop, food, raffles, bingo
and entertainment.
The public is invited. Parking
and admission are free.
For more information, call 717652-1415 or visit stannbyz.org.

Pork and sauerkraut
dinner at fire company
Lower Swatara Volunteer
Fire Company, 1350 Fulling Mill
Road, is sponsoring its Pork and
Sauerkraut Dinner on Sunday,
July 21, from 11 a.m. until it is
sold out.
Eat-in or takeout is available.

Library summer reading
program event is July 24
The Middletown Public
Library, 20 N. Catherine St., is
holding its reading program
through Aug. 7.
At 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, July
24, will be “Train Like An As-

Live music on deck at
Sunset Bar & Grill
Jeffrey Walker will perform
on the deck at Sunset Bar &
Grill, 2601 Sunset Drive, at 7 p.m.
Thursday, July 18.

50th class reunion for
Steel-High Class of 1969
The Steel-High Class of 1969
is holding its 50th class reunion
on Saturday, Sept. 14, at the St.
Lawrence Club, Steelton.
More information will follow.
Needed are updated addresses.
Contact dadd1951@gmail.com or
sdwhit@comcast.net.
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LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Police: Man recorded
women using restroom
A Susquehanna Township
man faces charges after he allegedly recorded women using
the restroom at a business on
Fulling Mill Road, according to
the affidavit filed with District
Judge Michael J. Smith.
Nathaniel Willi Huggins,
26, who worked at Country
View Family Farms, has been
charged with two counts of
invasion of privacy, both misdemeanors.
According to the address
provided on the affidavit, police
responded to Country View
Family Farms at 4:20 p.m. June
28 for a report that a camera
phone was found in a unisex
bathroom. According to the
affidavit, the phone was inside
a box on the floor and was recording for more than an hour
and a half.
When police accessed Huggins’ phone, they reportedly
found seven videos of at least
four women in the restroom.
Police told the Press & Journal that they are still trying to
determine the exact number
of victims. Huggins reportedly told police that this has
been going on for the past four
weeks.
“Country View Family Farms

takes pride in creating a safe
and welcoming environment
for all of our team members.
Our people are the foundation
of everything that we do,” the
business said in an emailed
statement to the Press & Journal. “At this time, we do not
have any additional information other than what has been
provided by the Lower Swatara
Township Police Department.
We continue to fully cooperate
with the authorities. Our team
members’ well-being is always
a top priority for Country View
Family Farms.”
Huggins was arraigned
before Judge Hanif L. Johnson Sr., and his bail was set at
$5,000. Court records indicate
that it was posted.
His preliminary hearing
before Smith is scheduled for
Aug. 5.

Man charged with assault
A Lower Swatara Township
man is charged with simple
assault, terroristic threats and
harassment after he allegedly threw a butter knife at a
woman, according to an affidavit filed with District Judge
Michael J. Smith.
Township police responded

to a residence in the 1600 block
of Georgetown Road at 8:05 p.m.
July 7. Logan Ray Stoltzfus, 20,
reportedly told police that he
threw a knife at the woman,
threw a beer onto the floor and
punched a hole in the wall.
The knife hit the victim in the
back, and she told police that
Stoltzfus said he wished it was
sharp and that it had hit her in
the throat.
Police said they found on him
a vape, vape pen and a cartridge
containing THC. He also was
charged with possession of
marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.
His bail was set at $10,000,
and court records indicate that
it was posted. His preliminary
hearing is scheduled for July
17.

Rock breaks truck window
A Lower Swatara Township
resident reported that someone
threw a rock through the back
window of their truck while it
was parked in the 30 block of
Shirley Drive.
Police estimate damage at
$200.
The incident, which was reported to police at 1:35 p.m. July
7, is under investigation.

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Woman tells police roommate has
meth; Florida man charged for drugs
Middletown police charged a
Florida man following a traffic
stop for an expired registration at North Union Street and
Peters Avenue at about 8:15 p.m.
July 5.
Jonathan Brent Keiffer, 23, of
Pensacola, was a passenger and
one of three people in the white
2003 Toyota Camry that was
pulled over.
None of the three occupants,
including the driver, had a valid
driver’s license, police said in
arrest papers filed with District
Judge David Judy.
Police searched the vehicle
after detecting a strong odor of
marijuana inside.
Keiffer was found in possession of a small amount of
marijuana, drug paraphernalia,
and a bottle containing 28 pills
of Venlafaxine, an anti-depressant, that had been prescribed

to someone else, police said.
Keiffer on July 8 was charged
with possession of a controlled
substance by a person not registered, possession of marijuana,
and use/possession of drug
paraphernalia. A preliminary
hearing is scheduled for Aug.
19.
Another passenger in the
car, Tyler Michael Henry, 22, of
Harrisburg, was charged with
possession of marijuana and
use/possession of drug paraphernalia.
He is scheduled for an Aug. 5
preliminary hearing.
The driver, Meredith Arnold,
45, of Harrisburg, was cited for
driving an unregistered vehicle
and driving with a license that
had been suspended or revoked.

Woman turns in roommate
Middletown police charged

a borough man after finding
what the man said was crystal methamphetamine in the
bedroom of his residence in the
200 block of East High Street on
June 30.
Police were called to the
scene by a woman who said the
man was her roommate and
that he had drugs, according to
arrest papers police filed with
District Judge David Judy.
Police said that Matthew
James Espenshade, 46, of the
same address, showed police
crystal meth that he said he
had purchased for about $400
from a man in Lancaster.
Espenshade on July 5 was
charged with possession of
a controlled substance by a
person not registered, and use/
possession of drug paraphernalia. His preliminary hearing is
set for July 29.

Mildred Blouch

Anthony Ecenrode II

Mildred M. (Brandt) Blouch, 87,
passed away peacefully on Thursday, July 4, 2019 at the Middletown
Home.
Born Tuesday, June 7, 1932, in
Lebanon, she was the daughter
of the late Clarence and Theresa
(Uffner) Brandt. She was married
to the late Robert L. Blouch who
passed away in 2005.
She enjoyed spending time with
her family, especially her grandchildren, great- grandchildren and
great-great-grandchild. She also
enjoyed playing bingo and doing
word search puzzles. She was a
member of Seven Sorrows BVM
Church of Middletown. Additionally, she volunteered at the Rescue
Hose Company #3 and the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Rescue Hose
Company #3, both of Middletown.
She is survived by five children,
Nancy A. Goodhart; Kenneth L.
Blouch, married to Toniann; Ricky
L. Blouch, married to Gail; Edward
L. Blouch, married to Sharon;
and Michael L. Blouch, married
to Marci, all of Middletown. Also
surviving are 11 grandchildren;
14 great-grandchildren; one greatgreat-grandchild; a sister, Ellen
Witters of Middletown; as well as
many nieces, nephews, extended
family and caring friends.
She was preceded in death by
five sisters and one brother.
A special thank you goes out
to all of the staff that assisted
with providing exceptional care
to Mildred during her stay at the
Middletown Home.
Services and interment will be
at the convenience of the family.
Arrangements have been entrusted with the Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc., 208 North Union St.,
Middletown, PA 17057.
Memories and condolences may
be shared at: www.FinkenbinderFamily.com.

Anthony L. Ecenrode, II, 49, of
Middletown, entered into eternal
rest on Sunday, July 14, 2019.
Anthony was born in Lancaster,
Pa. on August 9, 1969 to the late
Ellen (Ortega) Ecenrode and Anthony Ecenrode.
He was an insulation installer
and an avid reader. Anthony also
enjoyed watching game shows.
Surviving are his father, his sister, Annette and her husband Todd
Shutt, his maternal grandparents,
Francisco and Josephine Molina,

MIDDLETOWN

MIDDLETOWN

Earl Gallagher Jr.
MIDDLETOWN

Earl J. Gallagher Jr., 60, of Middletown, entered into eternal rest
on Sunday, July 14, 2019 at home
surrounded by his loving family.
He was born on January 27, 1959
in Harrisburg and was the loving
son of the late Earl “Jake” Sr. and
Mary (Pettit) Gallagher.
He worked at Three Mile Island
for 38 years and never missed a
day. He was dedicated to his job,
co-workers and never turned
down overtime.
Earl was a member of the Middletown Moose, American Legion

pened in December 2016 at 1101
S Front St., Harrisburg.
It is not clear what Rier allegedly used the placard for.
Ryan Robinson, 24, of Harrisburg, was charged in May on
similar counts — theft by unlawful taking, movable property; and
improper use of a handicapped
vehicle.
According to State Police,
Robinson used the placard in her
personal vehicle to park in the
employee handicap parking spots

Vendors, sponsors sought for
15th annual WoofStock Festival
The Central Pennsylvania Animal Alliance, in partnership with
Furry Friends Network, is seeking
vendors and sponsors for its 15th
annual WoofStock festival set for
Sunday, Sept. 29, from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Riverfront Park in Harrisburg.
The event draws more than
10,000. The free event features
area rescues and shelters with
their adoptable animals, as well
as music, food, demonstrations
and more.
New this year are the Dog Lovers Days Lure Course and an
American Fido talent competition
for dogs.
Proceeds from the event support

CPAA’s Hounds of Prison Education program, which rehabilitates
rescued dogs by pairing them with
inmates at SCI Camp Hill for training; as well as the rescue, foster
and adoption programs of Furry
Friends Network. Both organizations are 501(c)(3) charitable
organizations.
Ve n d o r s a n d s p o n s o r s
should visit www.cpaawoofstock.
com to register. The deadline is
Aug. 15.
For additional information or
to request an application by mail,
call 717-574-5844 or email zella@
cpaa.info.
To learn more about CPAA, visit
www.hopedogs.org.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR.
Support your local businesses.

when not authorized to do so.
The investigation into Robinson “also determined that seven
other PennDOT employees were
using handicap parking placards,
issued to their friends or family
members, to park in the employee
handicap parking lots while not
disabled,” according to State
Police.
Rier is scheduled for an Aug.
6 preliminary hearing before
District Judge Paul T. Zozos, according to court records.

GUIDELINES
& FEES
CARD OF THANKS,
IN MEMORIAM AND
OBITUARIES
Obituaries:
Notify your funeral director
that you would like your love
one’s obituary to appear in
the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for
photo billed through funeral
home.
Card of Thanks &
In Memoriam:
Contact Press & Journal
at 717-944-4628 or e-mail
PamSmith@pressandjournal.
com
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less,
paid in advance - Cash,
Check, Charge
DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Post 594, and IBEW Union 777. He
was a Harley-Davidson enthusiast.
Earl is survived by his wife of
12 years Charity (Anderson); sisters, Brenda Reardon (John) and
Earline Bellaman; nieces, Becky
Bellaman, Sarha Bellaman, Britni
Yostin and Monica Grady; and
nephew, John Stillman.
A tribute to Earl’s life will be
held on Saturday, July 20, 2019
at 11 a.m. at Matinchek Funeral
Home and Cremation Services,
Inc., 260 E. Main St., Middletown,
Pa., with the Rev. Dr. J. Richard
Eckert officiating.
There will be a visitation from 10
a.m. until the time of the service
on Saturday.
Interment will be at Middletown
Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers the family
would like you to pay it forward to
others in need in Earl’s memory.
Condolences may be sent at
www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

Sharp Cuts

Lower Swatara man charged with taking
handicap placard from PennDOT, his employer
A Lower Swatara Township
man has been charged with taking a handicap placard from the
Pennsylvania Department of
Transportation’s Riverfront office, where he worked.
Leonard Rier III, 38, is charged
with theft by unlawful taking, according to online court records.
He is awaiting a preliminary
hearing. A LinkedIn page for Rier
says he was a clerk at PennDOT
from August 2008 to June 2019.
The incident allegedly hap-

his uncles Nick Molina and John
Molina and aunts, Ester Rogers
and Linda Molina, several nieces,
great nephews, great nieces and
cousins.
A tribute to his life will be held on
Thursday, July 18, 2019 at 11 a.m.
at the Matinchek Funeral Home
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260
East Main Street, Middletown,
with Pastor Jerry Cowan officiating. A visitation will be from 10
a.m. until the time of the service
on Thursday at the funeral home.
Burial will be in Ebenezer Cemetery, Middletown, Pa.
In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to a charity of your
choice or to the Valley Baptist
Church Benevolence Fund at 1190
North Union Street, Middletown,
PA 17057.
Condolences may be sent online
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.
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Court date set
for doctor who
faces
sexual
HIRING!
assault charges
Full-Time Vollmar was under contract by
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MISCELLANEOUS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NRC TO HOLD PUBLIC MEETING
ON THREE MILE ISLAND, UNIT 1
DECOMMISSIONING;
ACCEPTING COMMENTS ON PLAN
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
will hold a public meeting on Tuesday,
July 23, 2019, to accept comments on
the Post Shutdown Decommissioning
Activities Report (PSDAR) for the
Three Mile Island Nuclear Station,
Unit 1 (TMI-1) in Harrisburg, PA. The
meeting, at the Sheraton Harrisburg
Hershey Hotel on 4650 Lindle Road in
Harrisburg, is scheduled from 6-9 p.m.
Exelon Generation Company, LLC
(Exelon), which operates TMI-1,
submitted the PSDAR on April 5, 2019
(ML19095A041). It provides an overview of Exelon’s planned decommis#180 0710-3T
sioning activities, schedule, projected
www.publicnoticepa.com
costs, and environmental impacts
for TMI-1. The plant is scheduled to
permanently cease operations no later
than September 30, 2019.
There are several options for submitting comments: Go to www.regulations.gov and search for Docket ID:
Free Two Night Vacation
NRC–2019–0142.
when you donate your old
Comments may be mailed to May
boat, car, truck, RV or jet ski.
Ma, Office of Administration, Mail
Stop: TWFN–7–A60M, U.S. Nuclear
Help Boat Angel help others.
Regulatory Commission, Washington,
800-700-2628
DC 20555– 0001. ATTEN: Program
management, Announcements and
Editing Staff. Please include Docket
ID NRC-2019-0142, as appropriate,
in your submission.
Written comments should be submitted
by October 9, 2019, for the PSDAR.
Identifying or contact information
should not be
RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL
¢included.
INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters
Testamentary on the Estate of Joyce
Vu, Deceased, late of Lower Swatara
Twp., Dauphin County, Pennsylvania,
have been granted to the undersigned
Executor. All persons therefore indebted to said estate are requested
to make immediate payment, and
those having just claims will please
present the same, duly authenticated,
for settlement, without delay.
Jeremie Vu Representative’s, Executor
235 Kelker St. Harrisburg, PA 17102
Jayne A. Garver, Attorney
6723 Allentown Blvd., Harrisburg,
PA 17112

MISCELLANEOUS

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters
Testamentary have been granted
in the following estate. All persons
indebted to the said estate are required
to make payments and those having
claims or demands are to present the
same without delay to the Executors
named below.
ESTATE OF EMANUEL GUTGOLD,
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania,
(died) Executor and Morgan Cassel,
Attorney: 624 North Front Street,
Wormleysburg, PA 17043
#182 0717-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters
of Administration have been granted
in the following estate. All persons
indebted to the said estate are required
to make payments and those having
claims or demands are to present the
same without delay to the Administrator
named below.
ESTATE OF NOVEL ROOSEVELT
WILLIAMS, aka NOEL WILLIAMS,
late of Harrisburg, Dauphin County,
Pennsylvania, who died on May 23,
2019. Cleo Williams, Administratrix
and Charles J. Hartwell, Attorney, 2132
Market Street, Camp Hill, PA 17011
#179 0710-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

MISCELLANEOUS

¢ Fully Insured for Your Protection
717-566-5100 Satisfaction
MISCELLANEOUS
¢ Satisfaction
Guaranteed
Guaranteed
Shingle Roofing
Rubber Roofing Certified
Dental Insurance: Call
Serving Central
Pennsylvania since
1974
Slate Roofing
Flat Roof Specialists
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Roof Repairs & Replacement
Roof Coating
company for details. NOT

nation’s Largest senior living

just a discount plan, REAL

service is FREE/no obligation.

coverage for 350 procedures.

CALL 1-855-400-1032

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

A PLACE FOR MOM: The
referral service. Contact our
trusted,local experts today! Our

dental50plus.com/Penn Ad#

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

gutter protection. Schedule a

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians • Fully Insured
40 Years Experience
Residential & Commercial Wiring
Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

8-Armed Automatic
6-Armed Manual
RISO
Heat Press &
Digital Print

William Vollmar, the Lancaster
County doctor who worked as a
contracted physician for Middletown and several other school
districts, has an Aug. 9 date in
Lancaster County Court to face Vollmar
multiple sexual assault charges.
Vollmar, 55, of Willow Street, was ordered bound
over on all charges during a preliminary hearing
Thursday before Lancaster County District Judge
Stuart J. Mylin, according to online court records.
Charges were filed in April and in May, based on
six victims coming forward to say Vollmar sexually assaulted them while he was treating them for
sports injuries, according to Pennsylvania Attorney
General Josh Shapiro.
Charges include sexual assault, school-intercourse/sexual contact with student, corruption of
minors, unlawful contact with minor-sexual offenses,
and indecent assault.
Some of the alleged offenses date back to 1997. Others occurred in 2015; others took place as recently as
March, according to online court records.
Vollmar was the contracted school physician for
Middletown Area School District from the 2013-14
school year until April 11, when Vollmar resigned one
day after being arrested by State Police and charged
with indecent assault.
None of the victims who have come forward have
been from the Middletown district.
Superintendent Lori Suski has said that the district
is unaware of any alleged improper conduct directed
at students during his time working for the district.
Suski has urged any past or present Middletown
students who have alleged inappropriate conduct
regarding Vollmar to call State Police at 717-290-1965.
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MASD for more than five years
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1028 E. Governor Road
Hershey
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YARD/GARAGE SALES

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

HUMMELSTOWN
NEIGHBORHOOD YARD SALE

800 - 700 - BOAT
(2628)

advanced debris-blocking
FREE LeafFilter estimate today.
those who qualify. PLUS Senior

Sat., July 20 • 7 a.m.-12 p.m.

(2628)

Willow and Redwood Sts.

w w w.boatangel.com

15% off and 0% financing for

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

or Car Today!

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most

By Dan Miller

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

Something for everyone!

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-

OUTER BANKS, NC - VACATION RENTALS

569-3087

DISCOUNTED weeks for this summer still available! Book now to save $hundreds!

GREAT DEALS
YARD/MOVING SALE

Sat., July 20 • 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

EMPLOYMENT

534 Lumber St., Middletown
Antiques, outdoor furniture, records, power and hand tools,
and more!

WANTED

Over 500 vacation homes from
S. Nags Head to Corolla’s 4x4!

877-642-3224

www.brindleybeach.com

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
• If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the
following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

DEMAND JUSTICE

OFFICE ASSISTANT

Victims of sexual abuse by
Catholic clergy or by authority
figures at school have rights.

Full-time and Part-time
QUALIFICATIONS:

The ideal candidate must have good communication
skills and basic computer knowledge in Excel and Word.
Must also possess a high level of organizational skills and
the ability to multitask.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

EMPLOYMENT

If you were abused by a priest or member of the
clergy in Pennsylvania, you have rights.
WE CAN FIGHT TO PROTECT THOSE RIGHTS,
AND HELP YOU GET THE JUSTICE YOU DESERVE.

CLERGY ABUSE ATTORNEY HOTLINE 800-444-9112

COMPENSATION:

Full-time position benefits: health insurance, short-term
disability insurance, 401K, paid time off.
Part-time position benefits: paid time off.
Salary is commensurate with experience.

FELDMAN & PINTO IS A LAW FIRM LOCATED AT 6706 SPRINGBANK STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19119
MATTHEWS & ASSOCIATES IS A LAW FIRM LOCATED AT 6706 SPRINGBANK STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19119, WITH
PRINCIPAL OFFICES AT 2905 SACKETT STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77098
MATTHEWS & ASSOCIATES IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT OF THIS AD. THE CHOICE OF A LAWYER IS AN IMPORTANT
DECISION, AND IT SHOULD NEVER BE BASED SOLELY UPON AN ADVERTISEMENT.

Considering Cremation?

OUR COMPANY:

Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

Simple
Cremation
$

Press And Journal, Inc. publishes an award-winning
community newspaper as well as several wellrespected regional niche publications. Established
in 1854, our newspaper and commercial printery is
proudly family-owned and operated. We firmly believe
our community is at the heart of what we do.

1395

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Send cover letter, resume, references to:

or payments as low as
$16.00 a month
All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees

• No special license required
• Comfortable, clean company vehicles
• Mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/weekly evening runs
• Company pallet jack provided for loading &
unloading of skids

Our facilities are private & secure. Your loved one never leaves our care.
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today and receive a

EOE

92294-1409-1

c/o Maxine Etter
maxineetter@pressandjournal.com
20 S. Union St., Middletown, PA 17057
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brochure and information,
please call us toll free at
844-427-3672
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$200
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728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641
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Applications must be
filled out in-person at:

Press & Journal Publications
20 South Union Street, Middletown
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 4 pm • (717) 944-4628

Gas prices
up slightly
in region
Harrisburg gas prices
rose 0.8 cents per gallon
last week, averaging
$2.84 Sunday, according
to GasBuddy’s daily survey of 241 stations.
Gas prices in Harrisburg are 10.2 cents
per gallon higher than a
month ago and 5.1 cents
per gallon lower than a
year ago.
According to GasBuddy price reports, the
cheapest station in Harrisburg is priced at $2.65
while the most expensive
is $2.95. The lowest price
in the state is $2.73 while
the highest is $3.95.
The national average
price of gasoline rose
3.3 cents per gallon in
the last week, averaging
$2.79. The national average is up 11.4 cents per
gallon from a month ago
and is 8.5 cents per gallon
lower than a year ago.
Gasoline prices on
July 15 in the Harrisburg area have varied
in recent years: $2.89 in
2018; $2.33 in 2017; $2.24
in 2016; $2.77 in 2015; and
$3.64 in 2014.
Neighboring areas and
their gas prices:
Lancaster: $2.82, down 2.8
cents per gallon from last
week.
Reading: $2.87, up 1.8
cents.
York: $2.83, up 4 cents.
“For the third straight
week, the national average price of gasoline has
risen, following oil prices
higher due to global
geopolitical tensions,
declining oil inventories
and Hurricane Barry
effect on oil production
in Gulf waters,” said
Patrick DeHaan, head
of petroleum analysis
for GasBuddy. “With
Barry in the rearview,
we are unlikely to see
major disruptions arise,
and gas prices nationally
will avoid seeing much of
a price rise as a result.
However, prices may
continue to drift higher
as oil prices last week
retook the critical $60 per
barrel barrier.”
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Another gun issue at HIA; box cutter reported in shoe
By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Just over two weeks after Harrisburg International Airport
Transportation Security Administration personnel found a loaded
gun in a Lower Paxton Township
man’s carry-on bag, a second gun
was found loaded in a Honey Brook
man’s bag.
Then, a box cutter was found
concealed in a man’s shoe a week
later.
Quentin George Peterson Jr., 56,
has been charged with carrying a
firearm without a license.
This is the second firearm
caught by TSA in June, and the
Lower Paxton man’s gun was
the first discovered in 2019. TSA

spokeswoman
Lisa Farbstein
told the Press
& Journal that
six f irearms
were found at
the HIA checkpoint in 2018.
“ T r ave l e r s Peterson
need to know
their airline’s and the TSA’s
rules and regulations regarding
checked bag and carry-on items
so they come to the airport packed
accordingly,” said Scott Miller, the
airport deputy director of business development and strategic
marketing.
Airport police went to HIA’s
security checkpoint following a
report of a possible firearm in a

carry-on bag at 1:21 p.m. June 30,
according to the affidavit filed with
District Judge Michael J. Smith.
When police asked what was
in his bag, Peterson “started to
shake, sweat, and get nervous,”
police wrote in the affidavit. They
searched the bag and found a
Smith & Wesson .38 Special +P revolver with five rounds in a holster.
Peterson told police that he
forgot he had his gun in his bag,
and the week prior, he had put it
in there because he was going to
take his daughter to a gun range.
Police said Peterson didn’t have
a state concealed-carry license.
Peterson was arraigned before
District Judge Hanif L. Johnson
Sr., and his bail was set at $5,000.
Court records indicate that his bail

was posted. Peterson is scheduled
to have his preliminary hearing
before Smith on Aug. 28.
Two weeks before, a 33-year-old
Lower Paxton man was charged
after TSA found a 9mm Sig Sauer
handgun in his bag, loaded with
10 bullets. He was arrested and
charged with carrying a firearm
without a license, and in the affidavit filed with Smith, airport
police wrote that his conceal carry
license had expired in 2017.
The charge was later withdrawn.
According to TSA, firearms can
be checked in a bag if they are
unloaded, packed in a hard-sided
case, locked, packed separately
from ammunition, and declared.
Even if a passenger has a con-

cealed-carry permit, they are not
allowed to bring a gun onto a plane
in a carry-on bag.

Box cutter reported
On July 7, a man was stopped
by TSA after he tried to bring box
cutters and a utility knife past the
security checkpoint, according to
a TSA press release.
When the man removed his
shoes to go through the X-ray
machine, a small, flat box cutter
was found under the lining of
one of his shoes, TSA wrote. Two
more box cutters and a hand-held
cutter/utility knife were detected
in his carry-on bag.
“When asked why there was a
box cutter in his shoe, the man
changed his story several times,

claiming that he worked for a
delivery service, that it slipped
in, and that he didn’t know how
it could have suddenly appeared
under the lining of the sole of one
of his dress shoes,” TSA wrote.
The man was able to catch his
flight after the box cutters and
knife were removed from his shoe
and bag “because the weapons
were removed and no longer posed
a threat,” TSA wrote.
“[The] box cutter traveler was
not charged because it is not illegal
to be in possession of box cutters,”
Farbstein said.
Miller added that no charges
were filed because the man cooperated with the TSA and police
and surrendered the items before
going through security again.

PT boat machine gunner
to speak at WWII meeting
Charles Brooking and John F.
Kennedy have something in common: They both served aboard
a PT boat in the Pacific during
World War II.
A PT boat (short for patrol torpedo boat) was a torpedo-armed
fast-strike
vessel used
by the Navy
to attack Japanese supply
barges and
other ships.
Brooking saw
combat duty Brooking
near the Solomon Islands and Guadalcanal.
Brooking will be guest speaker
at the monthly meeting of the
Central PA WWII Roundtable, at
7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 1, at Grace
United Methodist Church, 433 E.
Main St., Hummelstown.
During World War II, the
92-year-old Bloomsburg resident
manned twin .50 caliber machine
guns on PT-223, PT-619, PT-621
and PT-617. Brooking claims to
have shot down a Japanese Zero
fighter plane.
Brooking wanted to volunteer
for the Marine Corps when he
was 17. His father agreed to allow Charles to enlist, but when
he mentioned to his son that
Army soldiers and Marines had
to sleep in foxholes but sailors
slept in bunks, Brooking chose
to serve in the Navy instead,
beginning in early 1944. He saw
two years active combat service

PT-109 was a PT boat last
commanded by Lt. j.g. John F.
Kennedy in the Pacific.
and later eight years in the U.S.
Navy Reserves.
The Central Pennsylvania
WWII Roundtable is a nonprofit
organization that provides a forum for World War II veterans,
authors, historians and others
to share their knowledge and
experiences related to the war.
Meetings, held the first Thursday each month, begin at 7 p.m.
at the church. Anyone with an interest in the war is invited. There
are no memberships or fees.
For information, contact Charlie Lloyd at charlie.centralpaww2rt@gmail.com or 717-503-2862,
or visit the organization’s website at www.centralpaww2roundtable.org

CASE: Suspect remains at-large
From page A1

charged with one felony count of
receiving stolen property.
Also Thursday, Richard Falcon, 51, of Iselin, New Jersey,
was arraigned before Judy and
charged with conspiracy to
commit theft by unlawful taking — moveable property, theft
by unlawful taking — moveable
property, and receiving stolen
property.
Bail for Falcon was set at
$50,000 unsecured, and he is
scheduled for an Aug. 5 preliminary hearing before Judy. Police
said Falcon conspired to steal the
truck along with Edwin Alfonso
Cruz, 40, of Cumberland Road in
Harrisburg.
Police said Falcon had a previous arrest in Dauphin County
and was on probation for the theft
of large equipment.
Cruz was arraigned before District Judge Kenneth A. Lenker
on Friday and faces the same
charges as Falcon.
His preliminary hearing is also
Aug. 5. Bail was set at $25,000
unsecured.
Cruz according to arrest pa-

pers had told Falcon he did not
know how to drive the truck to
deliver it to New Jersey. Falcon
then contacted Johnny Gonzalez
of Jersey City, who had previously stolen a truck and delivered
it to Falcon.
Gonzalez took a train to Harrisburg and met Cruz, who took
him to the stolen truck and drill
rig. Gonzalez drove the truck to
a diner in Elizabeth, New Jersey,
where he was met by Falcon, according to arrest papers.
Gonzalez, 48, was charged
Thursday with conspiracy to
commit theft by unlawful taking
— moveable property, receiving
stolen property, and theft by
unlawful taking — moveable
property.
Gonzalez had not turned
himself in as of Tuesday and is
wanted by Middletown police.
He is believed to be in the New
Jersey area.
Falcon told police the truck
had been taken apart and the
parts sold. The drilling rig appears to still be intact, but it was
not clear from arrest papers if
the rig had been returned to its
rightful owners.
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Seamus is now chained to the building, after being stolen from Hops & Barleys around July 4. He was returned a few hours after the owners posted word of
his disappearance on Facebook.

ROBBERY: Hops Kids helps out students with food drives, pantry
From page A1

plaques had only been put on a
few days ago, Wian told the Press
& Journal on Thursday.
He and Melhorn were planning
to “lock down” the benches, in
light of the recent difficulty the
bar has had keeping Seamus from
wandering off.
Seamus had been stolen around
the Fourth of July. Melhorn and
Wian posted a plea on the bar’s
Facebook page for help retrieving
Seamus.
The response was “intense,”
Wian told the Press & Journal. “I
think we ended up with 900 shares
reaching 85,000 people. He (Seamus) was found within an hour
and a half of my post.”
“I knew he was the most wellknown figure in Middletown, but
was unaware how well until I
started reading the comments,”
Wian said.
After being returned home,
Seamus spent the night inside
Hops & Barleys for safe-keeping.
The next day he re-emerged at
his usual post — attached to the
building by a chain.
Warning anyone with similar
intent about the benches, Wian
said, “If they get swiped, there
would be hell to pay.”
Lee Wian’s obituary noted that
after retiring, Lee became “the
self-appointed maintenance man
for two restaurants owned by his
children where he gave his time
and money to help these ventures
attain success.”
Steve Wian said his father was
“the care taker of Seamus during
our ownership” of the building
and business. “He painted him
countless times, re-attached his
arm twice.”

“I knew he was the most
well-known figure in
Middletown, but was
unaware how well until
I started reading the
comments.”
Steve Wian, regarding the
Seamus statue
Lee Wian was at the bar every
Tuesday, Wian said, making sure
the outside “looked presentable.”
Lee would also clean up the inside along with his wife and Steve’s
mother, Elizabeth L. Yearick Wian.
The two celebrated 62 years of
marriage shortly before Lee died.
“He wanted to do whatever he
could to give us at least a day
break,” Steve said of his father’s
devotion to Hops & Barleys.
Jason’s father, Thomas Shuler,
wasn’t as familiar a presence because he worked nights, Wian said.
“We rarely got to see him,” Wian
said of Shuler, “but you could tell
the kind of man he helped raise
in Jason. Strong, confident and
peaceful.”
The two benches are “a small
sign of what our fathers meant to
us and our ability to keep them in
our thoughts,” Wian said. “They
will never leave our memories and
now thanks to the benches they
will never leave the community’s
either.”
Before Hops & Barleys, Wian
since 2006 had owned and run the
business as Guido McNeal’s.
In September 2016, Wian, sounding somewhat burned out, decided
to close Guido McNeal’s and put it
up for sale. “I’m just tired,” Wian

said at the time.
But in October 2017, Wian announced plans to rebrand and
reopen the business as Hops &
Barleys. He was re-energized by
a new business partner, Melhorn,
whom Wian had known about 15
years.
The two aimed at making Hops
& Barleys Middletown’s “Cheers,”
the bar where everybody knows
your name made famous by the TV
sit-com that ran from 1982 to 1993.
Two days after the break-in,
shortly after Hops & Barleys
opened at 5 p.m., the place was
already lively with customers at
the bar and seated at tables. A
family was in for dinner. The bar
was hosting a fundraiser for a local
Cub Scout pack.
The burglary is a setback, but it
won’t defeat what he and Melhorn
are doing with Hops & Barleys,
Wian said.
“I’ve worked too long and too
hard for anything to go haywire.
Adding Jason was a positive directional move and we won’t let
each other down, including the
loyal staff and regulars.”

Hops Kids
Melhorn, whose wife is a teacher, has spent the past year quietly
launching and, with Wian’s help,
building Hops Kids, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to helping
kids and their families enrolled in
Middletown Area School District.
Hops & Barleys held several
canned food drives and through
Hops Kids opened a pantry at Reid
Elementary School. The pantry
assisted 17 to 20 families in the
past year, Melhorn said.
“If they needed groceries, they
could go into the pantry and take
whatever they needed,” Melhorn

said. Hops Kids asks only in return
the parents be “actively involved”
in their child’s education, such
as making sure they get to school
and attending parent-teacher
conferences.
As a second component of Hops
Kids, Melhorn worked with thirdand fourth-graders at Reid over the
past year on behavioral issues. He
came in and talked to the students
as a class about what it is like to
start and run your own business.
A third-grade class at Reid
earned enough points through the
program for an ice cream party,
with the goods supplied through
money raised by Hops Kids.
The pink T-shirt with the HK
logo Melhorn was wearing is
part of a clothing line he has put
together to raise money to support
the nonprofit. For every Hops Kids
clothing item sold, Hops & Barleys
will donate $1 from that sale to the
nonprofit, Melhorn said.
“I want to do business different
than other people do business,” he
said. “You can still be successful
and be generous and give back,
and that’s what I’m going to build
a business on.”
Melhorn hadn’t been ready to
go public with Hops Kids, but the
July 9 burglary pushed his hand
to do so.
When people look up Hops &
Barleys on the web, he doesn’t
want news of the burglary to be
all they see.
“I don’t want our story to be
about the negative that’s happening. I’m going to give you some
positive,” Melhorn said. “I’m
not going to let negativity be the
highlight of what’s happening.
There’s so much more happening than that. Bad stuff happens
to all of us.”

AMTRAK: Private partner still being sought out
From page A1
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This artist's depiction shows what the new Amtrak train station might look like, posted next to where the extended
West Emaus Street is to connect with West Main Street.

Schoch did not say when these
pedestrian improvements will
be put in place along West Main
Street, but that “construction
phasing for the station and all
associated improvements will
be developed in the upcoming
months.”
PennDOT also reported nothing new regarding plans to find
a private developer to partner
with PennDOT on the train station project, under the state’s
public-private-partnership “P3”
program.
In early 2017, PennDOT announced that Keystone Con-

nections, a private development
group, was interested in partnering with PennDOT and being
responsible for any commercial
development to be associated with
the new train station.
As stated previously by
PennDOT, that can include anything from retail establishments
to a new hotel, as long as the station property provides at least 400
parking spaces.
But Keystone Connections
withdrew from the station plan
in late 2018, saying according to
PennDOT that “revenues generated by potential commercial
development and parking fees”
would not be enough to support

development costs and to fund ongoing operating and maintenance
expenses.
“At this time, there is no active
P3 initiative; however (PennDOT)
will reconsider a potential P3 at
future phases,” Schoch said.
Jenny Granger, PennDOT’s
manager of the Middletown train
station project, told borough
council last November that it
might be easier for PennDOT to
attract a new P3 partner once
definitive “signs of construction”
are clearly evident on the train
station property.
PennDOT has budgeted $32
million to support the new Middletown train station.
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Gov. Wolf praises Phoenix Contact
apprenticeships as ‘truly amazing’
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com
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Three Mile Island Unit 1 is scheduled to shut down this fall.

NRC gives details of
Three Mile Island’s
upcoming closure
Residents also can take part in
public meeting set for Tuesday
By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

With the Sept. 30 shutdown
looming for Three Mile Island,
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission launched its public outreach
efforts regarding decommissioning of the plant with a webinar
Tuesday.
Next on tap is a public meeting
the NRC has scheduled for 6 to
9 p.m. Tuesday, July 23, at the
Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey
Hotel at 4650 Lindle Road.
During the meeting, NRC
officials will discuss the PostShutdown Decommissioning
Activities Report, known as the
PSDAR, that Unit 1 owner Exelon has submitted to the NRC
regarding decommissioning of
the plant.
The public has until Oct. 9 to
submit comments regarding the
decommissioning report Exelon
has submitted for Unit 1, according to the deadline set by the NRC.
The report is posted on the
NRC website. To submit written
comments online, use Docket
ID NRC-2019-0142 on the regulations.gov website.
Comments also can be submitted by mail using the same
docket number, to Office of Administration, Mail Stop: TWFN7-A60M, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, D.C.,
20555-0001, ATTN: Program
Management, Announcements
and Editing Staff.
According to the decommissioning report for Unit 1 submitted by Exelon, used fuel
will be moved to the spent fuel
pool shortly after the Sept. 30
shutdown.
Full-time employment at the
plant would be reduced from the
present 675 to 300.
Full-time staffing would be
down to 200 by 2021 and down to
about 50 in 2022.
After fuel is moved to dry cask
storage in 2022, the Exelon plan
proposes a period of about 50
years during which Unit 1 would
be kept in safe storage. Exelon
has said this is to allow added
time for normal radioactive

decay to ensure a “safer environment” for workers who will
handle the decommissioning.
Decommissioning and dismantling of the plant would begin
about August 2073 and last until
2079, according to a webinar
the NRC held on July 16 for the
media.
This would include taking
down the large structures such as
the cooling towers, not scheduled
to be dismantled until 2074.
Restoring the site to a “greenfields” condition would take
place from 2079 to 2081. However,
the NRC noted that its regulatory
oversight does not include site
restoration.
Site restoration is overseen by
the state working with the plant
owner, the NRC said.
Termination of the Unit 1 license with the NRC is envisioned
for September 2079, NRC said
during the webinar.
During the 50 years the plant is
in safe storage, NRC must inspect
the plant at least once each year.
The NRC will continue inspecting the plant as long as the plant
is licensed.
NRC during the webinar also
said Exelon has requested from
the NRC a reduction in emergency response requirements.
NRC is reviewing the request.
If the NRC approves the request, the reduction could go
into effect within about a year
and a half after fuel has been
removed from the Unit 1 reactor
and has had the opportunity to
cool down to where a “fuel event”
with off-site consequences is no
longer possible, NRC said during
the webinar.
At that time, the emergency
response plan would no longer
be an off-site plan, but an on-site
emergency response plan only,
the NRC said.
The NRC emphasized that even
if this elimination of the off-site
plan is approved, Exelon would
still have to maintain an emergency response plan to handle
other “issues” such as fire, medical emergencies, security, and
any containment of radioactive
material.

Gov. Tom Wolf visited and
toured the Phoenix Contact plant
on Fulling Mill Road in Lower
Swatara Township on July 9, citing the company’s apprenticeship
programs as an example of what
can be achieved statewide through
PAsmart, the governor’s initiative
to expand apprenticeships and
other job training opportunities.
“This is the future of our economy,” Wolf said following a tour
of the company’s manufacturing
high-tech facility. “This is truly
amazing, and it’s amazing to see
what the future is going to be.”
Phoenix Contact’s “Mechatronics” apprenticeship program
began in 2011 and was the first
program of its kind to be approved
by the commonwealth of Pennsylvania in April 2013, according to
the company.
Representing a combination of
mechanical and electronics skills,
the Mechatronics program lasts
four years and covers 8,000 hours.
Phoenix Contact has partnered
with Harrisburg Area Community
College to provide an associate in
applied science degree in Mechatronics — free of charge — to apprentices enrolled in the program.
The Mechatronics apprenticeship program has seven graduates,
and three apprentices who are
enrolled, Phoenix Contact said.
In 2014, Phoenix Contact
launched its Industrial Maintenance Repairer Apprenticeship
program. Trainees learn the
necessary knowledge and skills to
maintain and support the multilevel operations and structure of
the facility.
It is a four-year, 8,000-hour program. Those enrolled also qualify
for the associate degree in applied
science in Mechatronics free of
charge from HACC.
Phoenix Contact since 2006 has
also offered an apprenticeship in
its sales and technology track.
After completing an 8-month core
experience, apprentices can move
into one of several positions in
sales, marketing, engineering,
business system analysis, and
information technology.
Wolf noted how the Phoenix
Contact apprenticeship model is
an example of people being paid
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Phoenix Contact USA President Jack Nehlig shows Gov. Tom Wolf a small piece of wire connection equipment made
by the company during Wolf's tour of the factory on Fulling Mill Road in Lower Swatara Township on July 9.
while they learn, instead of being
saddled with large amounts of
student debt.
“What you’ve shown is that this
stuff actually works,” the governor
said.
Wolf launched the PAsmart
initiative in 2018 and has secured a
$10 million increase to $40 million
for the program this year. PAsmart
provides $20 million for science
and technology education, $10
million for apprenticeships and
job training and, new this year, an
additional $10 million for career
and technical education.
“PAsmart is investing in training people to have the skills and
experience that growing businesses need to thrive,” Wolf said.
“By closing the training gap, we

can ensure workers can compete
for good, well-paying jobs and
every employer can find the talented people it needs to succeed
and grow our economy.”
“Pennsylvania businesses are
hiring, but they can’t find enough
skilled workers for all of the open
jobs,” Wolf added. “PAsmart recognizes that a four-year college
isn’t for everyone, but people need
the job training that apprenticeships and career and technical
education provide.”
Phoenix Contact is a Germanowned company, with its U.S.
headquarters based at the plant
on Fulling Mill Road.
About 600 employees work at the
plant in Lower Swatara Township,
and another 200 work throughout

Gov. Tom Wolf poses surrounded by employees of Phoenix Contact USA following his tour of the plant in Lower
Swatara Township on July 9.

the United States for Phoenix
Contact USA, mostly in sales,
Phoenix Contact USA President
Jack Nehlig told Wolf.
At its simplest, Phoenix Contact
makes equipment that enables
machines that make all manner
of products to operate, Nehlig
explained to the governor.
“Imagine a factory anywhere —
it could be Hershey Foods or Harley-Davidson. Inside that factory
are pieces of equipment,” Nehlig
said. “We make all the electrical
products that go in the machines
that make the machines do what
they need to do. That industry is
called industrial automation and
control.”
About 70 to 80 percent of the
customers of Phoenix Contact
are the companies that build the
machines that make things in
factories, Nehlig said.
Phoenix Contact also works
with the companies themselves
that use the equipment, such as
Hershey Foods, when it comes
time to replace or upgrade the
machines, Nehlig said.
Phoenix Contact sells primarily
through industrial distributors,
although the company has its own
sales force.
Wolf noted that the number of
machine tool manufacturers is “a
good indication of how vibrant”
an economy is.
“Germany has a lot, the U.S. has
not very many. We used to have a
lot. Hopefully we have started to
recover,” Wolf said.
“It is starting to recover,” Nehlig
told Wolf. He told the governor he
hopes this trend will continue,
thanks to “your agenda and many
other good governors’ agendas”
aimed at supporting manufacturing.

Sex offenders being targeted in Gilpin hands over Rotary gavel
statewide scam, State Police say
SLAVIC
AMERICAN
SUNDAY, JULY 21 • NOON TO 9 PM
ST. ANN BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH

5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg • (717) 652-1415 • StAnnByz.org
The Divine Liturgy (Mass) will be celebrated at 10 AM

RAFFLES!$2,500 in Cash Prizes
• Family Friendly
• Ethnic Foods (take-out available)
• East European Gift Shop
• Basket Raffle
• Bingo

Sex offenders in Pennsylvania
are being targeted by con artists
in a statewide scam, according to
State Police.
The scammer calls registered
sex offenders claiming to be a
law enforcement official, and
says that the offender is out of
compliance with Megan’s Law
registration requirements, police
said recently.
The caller tells the offender

Public Invited!

ENTERTAINMENT
Polka Whoooo 1 - 4:30 pm
Polka Quads 5 - 9 pm
• KIDS GAMES 1 - 7 pm •

FREE PARKING & ADMISSION

For a comfortable seat, bring your own chair • NO Carry-on foods, drinks or personal picnic tables

Facts (still) exist.
Read them in
PRESS&
JOURNAL
Demand Facts.
Support Real News.
www.panewsmedia.org

the issue can be resolved if the
offender pays money using a cash
card or by making a transfer.
State Police do not solicit
registered sex offenders for any
monetary compensation in order to comply with registration
requirements, police said.
Any registered sex offender
getting this type of call and/
or having a question regarding
their compliance status should
contact the State Police Megan’s
Law Section at 866-771-3170, State
Police said.
There were 20,905 individuals who are active registrants
in the sex offender registry in
Pennsylvania as of the annual
Megan’s Law report submitted
by State Police for 2018. The
report is posted on the Megan’s
Law website.
According to the website, 50
registered sex offenders currently live or work — or both —
within the 17057 area code.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Hershey Rotary Club met at the Hershey Lodge on July 1 for its weekly
meeting. President Clem Gilpin, right, a Middletown resident, handed over
the gavel to President-Elect Paul Thompson, who will preside over the club
for 2019-20.
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TRAIN LIKE AN
Other
Worlds
Wednesday

Exercise is an important part of an
astronaut’s daily routine and during
this fun program you’ll get to jump,
stretch, balance, and more! Please
wear sneakers or other exercise
appropriate footwear!
Receive a FREE BOOK from
Middletown Kiwanis.
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The 2019 Middletown Marksmen Youth BB Gun Team is, back row, Cameron McDonel, Joseph Still, Daniel Still, Mason Barrick and Coach Dave Fisher; and
front row, Alexa Saul, Cadence Logan and Eva Baker.

AIMING FOR GREATNESS
Youth BB Gun Team from the Middletown Anglers
& Hunters Club takes sixth at national championship

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The future of youth marksmanship in the Middletown area
appears bright, to say the least.
In just its third year of existence,
the Youth BB Gun Team from the
Middletown Anglers and Hunters Club finished sixth among 64
teams at the Daisy National BB
Gun Championship Match held in
Rogers, Arkansas, from July 3-6.
The team of four boys and three
girls scored 2,349 out of 2,500
possible points, said coach Dave
Fisher.
The team was actually closer
to the top than the numbers indicate. Had the team gotten 15 more
points, Middletown would have
finished third, Fisher said.
The competition includes a
written test that all the shooters
take on the first day. The second
day — the Fourth of July — was
devoted to practice.
On the third day, all shooters
shoot from the prone and standing
position. On the last day, shooters Cadence Logan, 15, and Joseph Still, 15, both of Hershey, model the
fire from the sitting and kneeling Middletown Marksmen Youth BB Gun Team T-shirt that won the top award at
positions. All targets are 5-meter the Daisy National BB Gun Championship Match.
targets.
All seven shooters from Middle- said Fisher.
because “it just kind of calms me
town were assisted at the shooting
Besides cracking the top 10, down — I get in a zone.”
line by adults — parents in most Middletown won the award for
You can have fun shooting, but to
cases — who had been at their side best T-shirt of all 64 teams. Fisher do well you need to be able to focus
at matches throughout the entire designed the T-shirt, but “we all and you need to be able to take
season, Fisher said.
had a little bit of constructive criticism, Saul said.
This is the secinput” into it, the
Mason Barrick, also 13, of
ond time the Mid- “I’m very pleased
coach said.
Londonderry Township, started
dletown team has with their effort. We
The team sold shooting about five years ago as
competed in the
the T-shirts to a Cub Scout. He’s been with the
national Daisy BB had a number we
help raise money Middletown youth team for three
Gun championto cover the trip years.
were going for, and
ships. The team finto the national
He said he enjoys shooting and
ished 11th in 2017 we were right there.”
championships.
it’s important to him that he is able
— after having won
“ I ’ m r e a l l y to exercise his right to bear arms
a state champion- Coach Dave Fisher
proud,” said 13- under the Second Amendment.
ship in the team’s
year old Alexa
He agrees with Saul that to be a
first year.
Saul of Middle- good shooter you need to be able
“I’m very pleased with their town, who is in her second year to take criticism.
effort. We had a number we were shooting with the team.
“If you are standing up there
going for, and we were right there,”
Saul said she likes shooting shooting, more than likely the

first time you hold that rifle you
are going to be wrong in some way
or another, and someone is going
to correct you on how to do it,”
Barrick said.
You also have to be relaxed. If
you are tensed up at all, that gun
will be waving around and “you
aren’t gonna have a straight shot.”
The team is open to boys and
girls ages 8 to 15. The season
starts in November and concludes
around mid-summer, in the case of
this year after the Daisy national
championships.
The season starts with classes
on safety. Fisher said that’s very
important, in that most accidents
having to do with guns occur because someone is curious about a
weapon but hasn’t been trained in
how to properly use it.
These kids are properly trained,
right from the start, Fisher said.
The team relies on facilities provided by the Middletown Anglers
& Hunters Club on Schoolhouse
Road in Londonderry Township
to meet and practice.
This week, Fisher, the team and
the parents and other adult supporters stopped by the club to show
their appreciation for the club’s
support throughout the season.
There is no cost to the young
shooters to be on the team. You
do not need to be a member of
Middletown Anglers and Hunters
to participate.
If you would like to be on the
team, or want to know more,
contact Fisher by calling 717-2694118, or send an email to dfish86@
comcast.net.
Besides Saul and Barrick, the
five other team members who
competed at the Daisy BB gun
championships are:
• Brothers Daniel and Joseph
Still, both of Hershey.
• Eva Baker of Hershey.
• Cadence Logan of Hershey.
• Cameron McDonel of Swatara
Township.

PSU women’s hoops holding annual LEARN 2 LEAD summer camp
Penn State Harrisburg’s women’s basketball program will host
its annual “LEARN 2 LEAD” summer camp for interested players
this month.
Designed for players entering
grades 2 through 9 and overseen
by head coach Ross Patrick, assistant coaches and a number of
Penn State Harrisburg players,

the camp will run from July 29
to Aug. 1.
Each day of camp will be in session from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
In the words of Patrick, the camp
is designed to teach participants
about the importance of building
relationships among teammates,
coaches, parents, siblings and
how those concepts positively

influence life on and off the court.
Instruction includes skill building and demonstrations, along
with small group drills and instructional stations. Time will
also be set aside for extra help and
individual instruction.
Classroom sessions that help
campers become better students,
players and siblings will also take

place.
Lunch will be provided for all
campers and is included in the
price of admission.
For more information, pricing
options and to register for the
camp, visit athletics.hbg.psu.edu.
Direct any further questions to
Patrick at 717-948-6678 or rap32@
psu.edu.
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Dozens of MASD
students honored
for achievements

Lower Dauphin students excel in Rotary contest

By Phyllis Zimmerman

Special to the Press & Journal

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Lower Dauphin High School freshman Aidan Powell recently won first place in the annual Hummelstown Rotary Club
Four-Way Test Writing Contest. The Four-Way Test espouses Rotary’s guiding principles as a moral code for personal
and business relationships, according to the organization. The test asks Rotarians to consider four things prior to
making a decision — “Is it the truth?”; “Is it fair to all concerned?”; “Will it build goodwill and better friendships?”;
and “Will it be beneficial to all concerned?”. Powell’s essay was about repairing, refurbishing and donating bicycles
to those in need. Classmates Delanie Batula took second in the contest and Emily DeNotaris was third. Honorable
mentions included Britley Brubaker, Jack Francis, Lucy McCurdy, Abigail Perez and Carlos Rodriguez. Above, Lower
Dauphin High School English teacher Karen Burk poses with students Powell, Batula and DeNotaris.

Londonderry Township keeps
grappling with sewer issues
By Laura Hayes

laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Londonderry Township plans to
move ahead with installing public
sewers in Londonderry Estates, a
housing development on the eastern edge of the township near the
Conewago Township line.
However, township manager
Steve Letavic said it might take
three years for the sewers to be
designed, permitted and installed.
Londonderry Estates is in the
area of Woodcrest Drive. In November, several of its residents
asked when public sewer lines
would come to their development.
In a spring 2016 filing with the
state Department of Environmental Protection, Londonderry
Estates was identified as one of the
areas in the township to receive
public sewer under the township’s
sewage facilities plan called the
Act 537 plan for the 1966 Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act.
The project was estimated to
cost $1.5 million. Londonderry’s
Act 537 plan called for the Londonderry Estates sewers to be
fully operational five years after
the plan was approved by the DEP.
While the township has started
working on bringing public sewer
to Londonderry Estates, Letavic
told the supervisors during their
July 1 meeting that the DEP was
being “patient” with the township but added that the township
needed to make progress on its
sewer issues.
In an email to the Press & Journal, Letavic said he anticipated
that the township would start the
process of applying for a Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment
Authority (or PennVEST) grant
and loan in August. Letavic said
up to 20 percent of the project
cost could be covered through by
a PennVEST grant and the rest
would be covered through a loan.
However, he plans to meet with
residents to gauge their thoughts
on the timing of the project before
moving forward with the application.
The sewage would go to the
Derry Township Municipal Authority, or DTMA, Southwest
Water Treatment Facility in the
township.
“We have enough capacity for
what the township is viewing as
phase one of their sewer plan,”
DTMA Executive Director Wayne
Schutz told the Press & Journal.

“Those numbers are just staggering.
Our normal general fund budget is $2
million a year. So $26 million, you can do
the math.”
township manager Steve Letavic
For now, Schutz said DTMA is
able to help out, but it will have to
upgrade and expand the plant in
the future.
The other part of the township
slated for public sewers, Sewer
District No. 2 and 3, runs along
Route 230 and are located in the
northwest and southeast part of
the township.
“We originally were going to
do one large PennVEST application for the 230 corridor project
and Londonderry Estates, but
the potential developers of the
230 corridor have indicated that
they do not want to be part of a
PennVEST application, so we will
treat Londonderry Estates as a
standalone project,” Letavic said.
In April, he said two new developers have taken over the proposed
housing development projects on
Lytle Farms and School Heights
Village behind Saturday’s Market,
which originally proposed to add
several thousand new residences
to the township.
In the past, Letavic has said the
projects hinge on infrastructure.
Letavic estimated during the
meeting that bringing public
sewer to the Route 230 corridor
would cost about $26 million.
“Those numbers are just staggering. Our normal general fund
budget is $2 million a year. So $26
million, you can do the math,”
Letavic said.
He told the Press & Journal that
the next step for bringing sewer to
the 230 area would be to work on an
agreement with DTMA — including construction costs and how it
would be funded, flows, available
capacity and how much any plant
upgrades would be — and finding
developers so the cost wouldn’t fall
squarely on residents.
Letavic told the supervisors the
township was deciding between
pursuing public sewer through
DTMA, or through Suez in Middletown.
In July 2016, Letavic said he
hoped to have an agreement with
Suez to provide sewer service to
the township before the supervisors by October.

“So we met with Suez and went
back to revisit the original agreement, which was that originally
they had agreed that they were
going to run the line from Middletown to Londonderry and build a
pump station. However, when we
got the agreement finalized, they
said they were not going to do
that,” Letavic said.
Letavic said they wanted to meet
again, but the conversations were
sidetracked as a result of Suez’s
litigation with Middletown.
In 2014, the borough decided to
lease its water and sewer systems
to Suez, which was then known
as United Water, and is part of
Middletown Water Joint Venture
LLC. The borough sued the joint
venture in April 2018 after Suez imposed an 11.5 percent surcharge to
recoup revenue that the company
said was lost to the joint venture
resulting from a water sales shortfall that happened during the first
three years of the lease.
The lawsuit was dismissed in
March.
“They thought they were far
enough along that we could meet
again and talk about this process
and we did that,” Letavic said.
The township asked Suez to get
a proposal to them by the end of
June to see if they had the capacity
and ability to serve the township’s
sewer needs.
Suez spokeswoman Ghilianie
Soto told the Press & Journal
that Suez had “preliminary”
conversations to expand the township’s wastewater system, which
included building a new pump
station and developing a pipeline
to serve the township through the
Middletown Wastewater Treatment Plant.
“Although no agreement has
been finalized, this expansion of
services would benefit the township as they do not have their own
wastewater facility,” Soto said.
Soto noted that the borough’s
litigation was dismissed, “and
the arbitration between the parties has no connection to any
discussions with Londonderry
Township.”
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Raider pride was alive and
well this spring at a Middletown
Area School Board meeting when
more than 100 district students
were recognized for their 2018-19
achievements.
Students in grades 6 through 12
were honored by district officials
and staff for accomplishments
in music, clubs and academics
in a nearly hour-long ceremony
April 16 that headed the evening’s
school board meeting at the high
school auditorium.
District officials also honored
the top-ranking scholars of the
Class of 2019. Aiden Sessa was
valedictorian and Aayushi Patel
was salutatorian of the graduating class.
Superintendent Lori Suski
commented to the school board
that all the student excellence
acknowledged that night was
“all about why we do what we
do here.”
Middletown Area School District youths also were recognized
for these accomplishments during the 2018-19 school year.

Musical achievements
Dauphin County Intermediate Band,
presented by Samuel Fisher for
Kristopher Hartman: Logan Benner, trumpet; Landen Freeman,
saxophone; Shawn Muller,
percussion; Cassidy Pomraning, baritone.
Dauphin County Junior High Band,
presented by Fisher for Hartman:
Emily Boyer, Hannah Seiders,
flute; Derek Brooks, Jordan
Miller, tenor sax; Grant Carpenter, percussion; Tristan
Handley, alto sax; Ian Hoffman,
Dakota Shertzer, clarinet; Ashley Rusnov, tuba.
PMEA Youth Honors Band, presented
by Fisher for Hartman: Logan Benner, Tyson Bomberger, trumpet; Emma Buffington, Cassidy
Pomraning, baritone; Grant
Carpenter, percussion; Landen
Freeman, saxophone; Ellie LeKites, oboe; Adrianna Santana
Santiago, flute.
Dauphin County Sixth Grade Chorus,
presented by Kristen Zlogar: Kylee
Baumbach, Hannah Bollinger,
Grant Carpenter, Breanna
Dalton, Maliya Kane, Maverick
Kramer.
Dauphin County Middle School
Chorus, presented by Zlogar:
Amelia Birtch, Emily Boyer,
Sebastian Dash, Kiley Etter,
Anna Fox, Jackson Grimland,
Travis Kramer, Ava Miller,

Adam Moore, Dakota Shertzer,
Bailey Snyder, Molly Strite, Mia
Thomas.
Dauphin County High School
Band, presented by Fisher: Nicole
Altland, Megan Burghdorf,
Bb trumpet; Cassidy Anderson, Eb contra alto clarinet;
Hayley Bartholomew, Alexandra Hess, Kaitlyn Knaub, Bb
clarinet; Daniel Brenner, Bb
bass clarinet; Marie Chambers,
Eb clarinet; Dane Ebersole, Eb
baritone saxophone; Connor
Leiby, Eb alto saxophone; Jon
Scott Moyer, Matthew Spangler,
snare drum; Gabriela Przybylski, French horn; William Stone,
Bb tenor saxophone.
PMEA Upper District 7 Band, presented by Fisher: Cassidy Anderson, Eb contra alto clarinet;
Megan Burghdorf, Bb trumpet;
Marie Chambers, Eb clarinet;
Dane Ebersole, Eb baritone saxophone; Connor Leiby, Eb alto
saxophone; Jon Scott Moyer,
Matthew Spangler, snare drum;
William Stone, Bb tenor sax.
PMEA Region V Band, presented
by Fisher: Cassidy Anderson,
Ee contra alto clarinet; Megan
Burghdorf, Bb trumpet; Marie
Chambers, Eb clarinet; Connor Leiby, Eb alto saxophone;
William Stone, Bb tenor saxophone.
PMEA All-State Concert Band,
presented by Fisher: Megan
Burghdorf, Bb trumpet, first
chair.
District 7 Jazz Band & All State Jazz
Band, presented by Fisher: Connor
Leiby, Eb alto saxophone.
PMEA State Wind Ensemble, presented by Fisher: Cassidy Anderson, Eb contra alto clarinet.
PMEA District 7 Orchestra, Central Region Orchestra, All-Eastern
Orchestra, presented by Fisher:
Megan Burghdorf.
PMEA District 7 Orchestra, Central Region Orchestra, All-Eastern
Orchestra, presented by Fisher:
Megan Burghdorf, Bb trumpet.
Dauphin County High School
Chorus, presented by Andrew
Vensel: Nicole Atland, Cassidy
Anderson, Erin Brown, Megan
Burghdorf, Marie Chambers,
Dillian Dugan, Cassandra Ebersole, Cayla Garman, Terrance
Jefferson, Bethany Keyser,
Jordan Knaub, Deron Ranck,
Tegan Rider.
PMEA District 7 Chorus, presented
by Vensel: Megan Burghdorf,
Marie Chambers.
PMEA Region V Chorus, presented
by Vensel: Megan Burghdorf.

Club and academic achievements

Pennsylvania’s legal ‘Clean Slate’ law takes effect
Pennsylvania became the first
state in the nation to implement
a “clean state” provision, as automatic record-sealing for some
past legal offenses went into effect
June 28.
“As the Clean Slate provision
for automatic record sealing
goes into effect, we will be freeing thousands of people from the
handcuffs of history,” Gov. Tom
Wolf said at a June 28 press conference. “These are people who
have spent 10 years or more without reoffending or in some cases
who were never found guilty or
had their charges dropped. These
are people who couldn’t shake
the stigma of making a mistake
because our faulty criminal jus-

tice system didn’t allow them to.”
Wolf spoke at a press conference organized by Justice Action Network and Community
Legal Services where legislators,
criminal justice advocacy groups,
attorneys, and people affected by
Clean Slate spoke about how the
law is being implemented and
already helping thousands wipe
clean past criminal records to
remove barriers to employment,
housing, and education.
“No. 1. Thirty million. Today
is a milestone for Pennsylvania
because of these two numbers,”
said Jenna Moll of Justice Action Network. “Pennsylvania
has become No. 1 in the nation,
the first state to provide auto-
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MAMS Future Cities, presented by
Trevor Davis: second place, Aurora Demko, Alyssa Foreacre,
Nolan Sessa, Aiden Torres.
MAMS Quiz Team, presented by Davis: Jaron Imler, Joseph Korsak,
Jade Lesisko, Ethan Witmyer,
Taylor Witmyer, first place,
High Achievers’ Academic
Bowl.
Middle School Science Olympiad,
presented by Davis: Alexandra
Hess, Gabriela Przybylski,
second place, “Potions and Poisons”; Alexandra Hess, Katie
Yoder, first place, “Write It, Do
It.”
Capital Area Science & Engineering
Fair, presented by Davis: Middle
School: Ryan Foreacre, second
place, Physics. High School:
Lucia Caretti, Amanda Lee,
second place, Behavioral and
Social Sciences; Leilani Fulmer
and Caroline Gill, third place,
Behavioral and Social Sciences, Dr. Love’s Judges Award;
Aaushi Patel, first place, Mathematics Division, grand champion finalist, six-year participation award, Mu Alpha Theta
Mathematics Award – most
creative, challenging, thorough
and original investigation of a
project involving mathematics,
Wolfgang Research Institute
Summer Camp invitation, BioGenius Award.
Future Business Leaders of America
state qualifiers, presented by Michele Myers: Jason Buffington,
Luke Fegley, Raymond Truntz,
first place, “Management Decision Making”; Dane Ebersole,
Matthew Spangler, third place,
“Global Business”; Casey Eckert, first place, “Public Speaking”; Alexis Fischer, second
place, “Journalism”; Mason
Garza, Jacob Hottenstein,
Benjamin Knisely, Jacob Sessa,
Doron Yospa, first place, “Parliamentary Procedure”; Serina
Gurm, William Stone, members
at-large; Garrett Miller, third
place, “Global Business”; Grace
Rico, first place, “Introduction
to Public Speaking”; Benjamin
Staker, first place, “Introduction to Information Technology”; Clayton Wagner, first
places,“Agribusiness.”
Youth & Government, presented by
Caitlin Hunt and Emily Wolfe: Terrance Jefferson, Gold speaker
of the House, selected for the
Conference on National Affairs; Angelina Torres, Senate
Committee chair, selected for
Conference on National Affairs,
Blue Senate Outstanding Committee Chair Award.

matic sealing of certain low-level
criminal records, eliminating the
complicated and often prohibitive
process of seeking a court order
to seal a minor record in one fell
swoop. Within a year’s time, 30
million of these records will be
sealed in Pennsylvania’s court
system, improving the lives of
countless citizens and breaking
down barriers to employment
and productive lives.”
Around one-twelfth of those 30
million cases will be sealed each
month, starting with the most
recent cases. This means that all
non-convictions from the past 10
years will be sealed over the next
few months, before any convictions will be sealed.
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Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown

The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a
body of Christian people who reach out to others
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship.
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. Please join us on
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neubaum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and
there are also hearing devices for anyone wanting to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do
join us!
Our electronic newsletter can formation, see our website www.
be accessed anytime at www.pc- pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook
mdt.org...click on “resources”… page (www.facebook.com/Presclick on “newsletter.” (These
byterianCongregation), or call
are PDF files should open with
the office.
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-

Evangelical United Methodist Church

Evangelical Church is located on the corner of
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St.,
Middletown, south of Main St., behind the
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m.
When you walk in the door, you will see people of
all ages and walks of life, some dressed formally
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come
as you are.
Our greeters wear nametags,
are as follows: Pastor – Lee Ellenso they are easy to find and they berger; Organist – Don Cowsert;
will be happy to help you if you
Special Music – Don Cowsert;
need any assistance or have a
Audio Visual – Steve Moyer and
question. We celebrate comJustin Hahn; Head Usher – Julie
munion the first Sunday of each Kupp; Greeters – Gloria Clouser
month. In the spirit of Jesus
and Charlene Walters; Nursery
Christ, and as a congregation in Caregivers – Deb Lidle and Joyce
the United Methodist Church,
Moyer.
we welcome all (baptized or unThis week’s schedule of activibaptized) to partake of the holy
ties is as follows:
sacrament. We invite you to exWed., July 17: 6 p.m., Alcoholics
perience life at Evangelical UMC. Anonymous Group Book Study.
Whether you are looking for a
Sun., July 21: 9 a.m., Sunday
community, are lonely, searching school for all ages; 10:15 a.m.,
for the meaning of life, or want
Worship Service.
to know more about Jesus, our
Tues., July 23: 2 p.m., Prayer
doors are open for you. Check
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s
our website to learn more about Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided
us: www.eumch.org.
by Evan.
This week’s worship assistants

New Beginnings Church of Middletown

We are an independent body of believers offering
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional
and physical needs of all people through faith in
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congregation. New Beginnings Church invites you to
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S.
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company.
Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible
via ramp at back door. For additional church information call
717-388-1641. For security purposes our back and side doors will be
locked every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of worship.
The only door for entry after that will be the front door.
The community is invited to
our church life.
our new contemporary service
Greeter for July: Bonnie
on Monday evenings at 7 p.m.
Harper. Children’s church leadentitled “New Beginnings Uners for Sun., July 21: Eva Allen
chained Worship Fellowship.”
and Becky Smith. July ushers:
Persons who have no church
Eva Allen, Tammy Kreiser and
affiliation or are seeking to grow Pat and Harvey Givler.
in their faith in their relationship
Our prayer garden in the rear
with God are invited. We invite
of the yard has an 8-foot cross
you to come and check out our
that is made out of nails. It is
new service.
illuminated every night from 8
Sundays: Children’s choir
p.m. to midnight. From spring to
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.;
winter benches are provided to
Youth Fellowship meets Sunday use to meditate or just enjoy the
evening from 5 to 7 p.m.
beauty and quietness along the
Mondays: Men meet every
Swatara Creek.
Monday morning for prayer
Pastor Britt writes a daily
at 6 a.m. Community men are
devotional on the Facebook page
welcome; Sociable Seniors group “Pastor Britt Strohecker.”
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays
Our Sunday worship service
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome. is broadcast on the MAHS radio
Wednesdays: Craft Group
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m.
meets at 1 p.m. the 1st Wednesday every Sunday afternoon. Listen
of the month; Choir practice at
on the radio or the Internet at
6:30 p.m.
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio.
Thursdays: Blanket makers
Check us out on our website at
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays
www.newbeginningschurchmidof the month at 9 a.m.; Interces- dletownpa.com.
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., folPastor Britt’s parting words
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.
each Sunday: “Nothing in this
Saturdays: We clean the
world is more important than the
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd
love of Jesus Christ!” We invite
Saturday every other month. The you to come and experience this
community is invited to particilove.
pate in these important areas of

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us
for worship. Luther Hall Sunday, Adult Sunday
church school at 9 a.m. Our worship times are:
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday
Church school for all ages begins at 9 a.m.;
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd
Chapel; Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good
Shepherd Chapel. For Wednesday and Saturday services please
enter the church through the parking lot doors. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast on WMSS 91.1FM at 11 a.m.
Free Summer Lunch For
Food Pantry News: Especially
Kids and Teens – We will host
needed are personal care/toiletry
the Middletown Area School
items: toilet tissue, deodorants,
District Free Summer Lunch
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shamProgram for all children 18 years poos, conditioners, cotton swabs,
and younger through August 9
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc.
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. No
Items collected are taken to the
registration or sign up is reMiddletown Area Interfaith Food
quired. Kids just need to show up Pantry located at 201 Wyoming
for lunch, rain or shine. Please
Street, Royalton. Individuals
share this information with your may also take items directly to
family, friends and neighbors.
the food pantry, which is open
Other locations include: Middle- Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10
town Area High School Cafeteria a.m. to 12:30 pm. The Community
through August 2 from 11:00 a.m. Action Commission office is open
to 12:30 p.m. and Fink ElemenMonday, Tuesday, Wednesday
tary School, War Memorial Field and Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
concession stand through August at the same location. Food Pantry
9 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Sunday is Aug. 4 (the first SunFree Little Library: St. Peter’s day of each month).
has a Free Little Library located
Check us out on Facebook - St.
at the entrance door by the park- Peter’s Lutheran Church Middleing lot. This Free Little Library
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our
belongs to everyone. Anyone may Facebook page. Remember, if you
use it. The books are always free. “Like” and “Follow” us on FaceIt is not necessary to give a book book when there are new “posts”
to take a book. Come take a look, you will be notified. Thanks.
read a book!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert. Our
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contemporary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a
variety of Christian Education classes for all
ages.
We have several things hapHave a favorite board game?
pening at Ebenezer and all are
“Game Night” is every third
welcome. There is a prayer time, Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer
“Partners in Prayer” that meets a variety of other groups includthe first Monday of each month
ing Bible studies.
at 7 p.m. Through scripture,
Any questions please call us
song, and meditation we experi- at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at
ence the joy of God’s presence.
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Geyers United Methodist Church

God is Calling YOU! How is God working in your
life? Where do you see Him in your everyday
tasks? How is He helping to Open Minds, Open
Hearts, and Open Doors? Geyers United Methodist Church invites you to worship with us each
Sunday at 9 a.m., enjoy Coffee Fellowship at 10
a.m. and attend our 10:30 a.m. Bible Study so that
we can help you better understand the answers
to these questions and many more. Our Vision
Statement is Acknowledge Christ in all we do
and share Him with others and we keep that at the forefront of our
minds in all the missions this church does.
This summer, our sermon
as an elevator to allow travel
series will be based on the book
from the first floor to the base“Twelve Test of Character” by
ment floor without use of the
the late Harry Emerson Fosdick. stairs. Please join us on any SunEach week we will explore anday morning to see the changes.
other test of character and why
Wesley, Geyers, Evangelical,
it matters. Nonperishable food
Highspire, and New Thing
items are collected for the Midchurches team up to provide
dletown Food Bank each Sunday. a free meal each Tuesday at 6
Campbell Soup labels, education p.m. at Wesley United Methodist
box tops, printer ink cartridges
Church in Middletown. All are
and soda tabs are also collected
welcomed, so whether you need a
weekly.
good home-cooked meal, a night
Consider volunteering at Mis- off from cooking, or a friend to
sion Central the fourth Tuesday talk to, come out and enjoy a
of each month. Our next trip will meal with us.
be Tuesday, July 23. We will leave
For more information, please
Geyers at 8:15 a.m. and return
visit our website at geyersumc.
about noon. Please wear closed
com and like our page Geyers
toe shoes. Contact Kathy EsUnited Methodist Church on
penshade for more information. Facebook to keep up with our
Make reservations by calling the current events.
church office at 717-944-6426.
Geyers is located at 1605
The church has had many
South Geyers Church Road, Midnew exciting additions in the
dletown in Londonderry Townpast year! Geyers has completed ship. Pastor Steve Atanasoff and
expanding their building. The
the church office can be reached
building project includes the
at 717-944-6426 or geyerschurch@
addition of a handicap-accessible verizon.net.
restroom on the top floor as well
Thank you!

County warns of
heat, suggests
senior centers to
help cool down
Because of dangerously high
temperatures this week, Dauphin County officials are warning people, particularly those
with asthma, heart or lung
diseases and other health concerns, about the heat threat and
reaching out to at-risk senior
citizens and making fans and
air conditioning units available
to those who qualify for services.
According to the National
Weather Service, temperatures
over the next several days will
be in the 90s.
“We are reaching out to senior
citizens who have health concerns, live alone or have limited
mobility to make sure they are
safe and offer assistance,” said
Commissioner George P. Hartwick III, who has oversight of
the county's Area Agency on
Aging. “We’re also making air
conditioning units and fans available to adults age 60 and over who
qualify for services.”
Residents in need can call the
Dauphin County Area Agency on
Aging at 717-780-6130 to request a
fan or air conditioner or to obtain
other assistance, such as transportation to an air-conditioned
place.
“Heat-related illness and
deaths are entirely preventable,”
said Commissioner Mike Pries,
who oversees the county’s Public Safety Department. “Limit
outdoor activities during the day
and stay hydrated.”
Common symptoms of heatrelated illness are a fever, flushed
and sweaty skin and extreme
thirst.
“We all know how oppressively
hot a car can get in this heat,”
Commissioner Jeff Haste said.
“Never leave children or pets in
parked vehicles. The tempera-

ture in a car can increase by 20
degrees in just 10 minutes.”
Every year, an average of 658
people succumb to extreme heat,
according to county officials.
Senior citizens can get relief
from high temperatures at the
following senior centers:
• Bistline Senior Center, 1291
S. 28th St., Harrisburg, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Monday through Friday.
• B’Nai B’rith Senior Center,
130 Third St., Harrisburg, 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday.
• East Hanover Senior Center,
8848 Jonestown Road, Grantville,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
• Friendship Senior Center,
5000 Commons Drive, Harrisburg, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday.
• Heinz-Menaker Senior Center, 1824 N. 4th St., Harrisburg,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
• Hoy Senior Center, 301 Mohn
St., Steelton, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
• Jewish Community Center,
3301 N. Front St., Harrisburg,
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and
Thursday.
• Lick Towers Senior Center,
1301 N. 6th St., Harrisburg, 8 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday.
• Lykens Senior Center, 200 W.
Main St., Harrisburg, 8 a.m. to
1 p.m. Monday through Friday.
• Millersburg Senior Center,
109 Edward Drive, Millersburg,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
• Mohler Senior Center, 25
Hope Drive, Hershey, 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday through Friday.
• Rutherford House Center,
3300 Parkview Lane, Harrisburg,
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Master Gardeners take questions
Penn State Extension-Dauphin
County Master Gardeners are
available to answer gardening
questions through Oct. 30.
The public is invited to call
with gardening questions or
bring in samples of plants or
insects from their gardens for
analysis and/or diagnosis.
All insects brought into the
Dauphin County office must be
dead and must be in a container

preferably with isopropyl alcohol
due to the Bed Bug problem.
The Extension office is located
at 1451 Peters Mountain Road in
Dauphin.
Penn State Extension-Dauphin
County Master Gardeners Office hours are from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Monday, Wednesday and
Friday. The phone number is
717-921-8803, or visit the website
at extension.psu.edu/dauphin.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Calvary church has been a part of the Middletown Borough community since 1936. It has been
our privilege to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the
good news has never changed in over 2000 years.
We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the
Westminster Confession of Faith and its Larger
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what
Scripture teaches. If we believe the Gospel of
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath.
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com.
Our worship services are at
to all who come. We also have
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are
Sunday school classes for all ages
located at the corner of Spruce
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and
and Emaus streets here in
prayer meeting each Wednesday
Middletown. We have a fellowat 7 p.m. We are studying the
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. power of prayer on Wednesday
morning worship service on the nights.
first Sunday of every month, free

DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Geyers United Methodist Church

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown

(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages) - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown

Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am
Sunday Church School - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish

280 North Race St., Middletown

Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Evangelical United Methodist Church

Wesley United Methodist Church

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am
Small Groups - 10:30 am

64 Ann Street, Middletown

Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.
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Lower Swatara says no to
Middletown police merger

Cool pool buddies

Learning the ways of the water for the first time are 15-month-old Denny Hepner, left, with his dad, Tony, who
introduced him to Gregory Wilsbach, the son of Gregory and Beth, and his grandmother, Carol Wilsbach. The
refreshing spot where they are beating the heat is the Middletown Swim Club.

55 boys take part in third annual
Main Street Gym basketball camp
A squad of 55 boys from the
Middletown area attended the
third annual basketball camp
held at the Main Street Gym.
Over the course of the five-day
camp, June 28 through July 2, the
young athletes were instructed
by a staff that included Coach
Charlie Bowen, camp director;
Coach Bob Heusser, head coach
at Middletown Area High School;
Terry Martin, Dennis Moore and
Barry Ulsh.
The boys were divided into
three divisions. The CBA division
(ages 7-8), the NCAA division
(ages 9-11), and the NBA division (ages 12-14). In each, there
were champions in categories
including free throw shooting,
one-on-one, three-on-three, and
five-on-five competition.
All players were given awards,

including basketballs, gym bags,
hats and T-shirts. The top honor
was the “Mr. Hustle” award,
recognizing the youngster who
showed the most hustle, enthusiasm and sportsmanship for
the week.
In the CBA division, Stephen
Moore was selected. NCAA’s winner was Kerry Eppinger, while in
the NBA division, Bill Baker won

the Mr. Hustle award.
The camp also featured two
guest speakers, Joe Lindsey and
Coach Pat Flannery.
Lindsey, a high school and college official, talked to the campers about the rules of the game
and a player’s relationship with
referees.
Flannery, head coach at Lebanon Valley College, addressed
the group on the topic of basketball shooting and provided
some drills. He also stressed the
importance of hard work and
dedication — two assets needed
for success both in basketball
and life.
Near the end of his lecture
Flannery stressed to the boys
that an athlete must also do well
in academics to compliment his
efforts in sports.

At least for now, talk about a
merger of the Middletown and
Lower Swatara Township police
departments remains just that as
far as the local Board of Commissioners is concerned.
At the end of their workshop
session last week, Lower Swatara
commissioners agreed not to go
forward with Middletown borough’s invitation to consider a
consolidation of the departments.
Commissioner Lauren LeVanWilliams, chairwoman of the
Public Safety Committee, told the
Board that Middletown borough
councilmen asked the township
commissioners last April if they
“would be interested in entering
into a police department merge
with them.”
“Council members informed
this board that their police chief
will be retiring next year,” she
said.
LeVan-Williams offered the
recommendation not to proceed
with the merger.
“A police department merger
is not something that can be
discussed, formulated and established within a short period of
time,” she explained to her fellow
commissioners. “I feel the public’s

opinions and feelings need to be
very carefully and accurately
assessed. Secondly, the police officers of the municipalities involved
need to provide input.
“From what I’ve read, a merger
often cuts down on the personal
contact a police department is
able to give to a community. Many
residents that I’ve spoken with are
very comfortable with our township police department.”
The commissioner added that
because Middletown will need
to fill the vacancy of its retiring
police chief at some point next
year, “I feel we should pass our
desires onto them immediately.
The time frame Middletown is
looking at is just not conducive
to the amount of work that would
need to be done.”
Also during her comments,
LeVan-Williams recalled that in
1984 a study was performed regarding the possible consolidation
of police departments in Lower
Swatara, Middletown, Royalton
and Highspire.
“Also, in 1988, thought was given
regarding Highspire’s desire to
merge with this township,” she
said.
“In my opinion, at some point in

the future, there probably will be
an effort to regionalize multiple
municipal police departments,”
she predicted. “However, I don’t
foresee that occurring without
thorough, extensive research,
studies and statistics that will take
years to conduct.”
The board agreed with the commissioner’s recommendation,
although Thomas Clark, vice
president of the board, said, “I
hope no one misconstrues that as
opposition to it.”
Frank Linn, president of the
board, then instructed Dr. David
Clouser, township manager, to
write to Barbara Layne, president
of Middletown Borough Council,
about the board’s decision.
In other action, the board heard
a request from the Dauphin County Department of Aging, which
wants a board member to serve
as a liaison to the agency so that a
volunteer program for the elderly
can be started in the township.
Currently, volunteers from
neighboring communities are assisting the agency in parts of the
township.
Linn asked board members to
consider the request and report
back to him.

Hot buys

Other headlines

• One week only, nursery stock 35 percent off, and perennials buy
one get second at half-price; 30 percent off all hanging baskets, and
20 percent off all pine bark and nuggets. Londonderry Garden Center, 2912 River Road, Middletown.
• Cocoa or Fruity Pebbles, $2.79 for a 17-ounce box. Breyers Ice
Cream, $1.99 a half gallon. Steak-umms sandwich steaks, $4.99 for
32-ounce box. Minute Maid premium choice orange juice, $1.69 a
half-gallon. Fox’s Market, South Union Street, Middletown.
• Customized lettering and transfers, T-shirts as low as two for $10.
Impulse Graphix, 100 Brown St., Middletown.

• Cash-strapped Camp Harmony Hall might close due to
overspending
• Jednota Ponies take
‘World Series’ title
• High-speed pursuit ends in
arrest of Oberlin man
• Lower Swatara Township board, residents inquire
about group home

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
WORD SEARCH | ANSWERS ON B2
Fireworks
word search
Aerial
Barge
Barrage
Bouquet

Burst
Comet
Consumer
Discharged
Display
Dud
Explosives

Fallout
Finale
Fireworks
Flash
Fountain
Fuse
Girandola

CROSSWORD | ANSWERS ON B2

SUDOKU

Igniter
Mortars
Powder
Shells
Technician
Whistle

ACROSS
1. Used to serve wine
7. System to code a
number
10. Meddled
12. A type of discount
13. Dependent on
14. Type of wrap
15. Nigerian people
16. Nuclear missile
17. Scientists’ tool
(abbr.)
18. __ and feathers
19. It cleans you
21. Doctors’ group
22. Silvery marine
fish
27. Atomic #58
28. Popular March
holiday
33. Pa’s partner
34. Sicknesses
36. ‘__ death do us

Puzzles are a 9-by-9
grid, broken down into
nine 3-by-3 boxes.
Nos. 1 through 9 must
fill each row, column
and box. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column
and box. Figure out the
order by using the numeric clues provided.
The more you name,
the easier it gets to
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)
I am a singer/songwriter born in Las Vegas on July
14, 1987. I am one of nine children in my family, and
I once worked as a Mormon missionary. My career
has been anything but radioactive, with many charttopping hits with my band.

Guess Who? answer: Dan Reynolds

HOROSCOPE | WEEK OF JULY 17
ARIES March 21-April 20
There’s not much you can do
to prevent your momentum
from taking you in a particular
direction. Enjoy the ride and
hold on tight.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Stick to your gut feeling when
someone tries to persuade
you otherwise. You know what
feels right and wrong, and you
can guide others in the right
direction.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Your current focus on finances
has all of your accounts under
scrutiny. You need to have a
clear picture of spending habits in order to reign things in.

CANCER June 22-July 22
If you are feeling exhausted,
plan a getaway that will have
you feeling rested. Go somewhere nearby so you can start
relaxing as soon as possible.
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
You want to give sound advice
but are a little worried about
how your message will be
received. All you can do is put
the information out there and
hope for the best.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
All it takes is a little rescheduling to free up your calendar
for something extremely fun.
Now you just have to settle on
which enjoyable activity to do.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
If you feel like your coffers are
getting a little empty lately,
find a fun way to bring in a
little more money. This extra
income will alleviate some
pressure you have felt of late.
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Once you stop trying so hard,
all of the answers will fall in
your lap. However, it can be
difficult to pull back and let
nature run its course. Things
worth fighting for take work.
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
It may be time for a big change.
A number of factors that only
you can control will determine
which direction to go in. Start

thinking of the possibilities.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
A few celebrations are in store
for you. Rest up for a period of
whirlwind activity that won’t
abate anytime soon. Bring a
friend along for the ride.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Learn how to control stressors
that impact your well-being.
This may be as simple as exercising or going out in the fresh
air for extended periods.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
You may have a reason for
keeping your cards close to
the vest. However, sometimes
you may have to share some of
your secrets.

part
37. Scottish settlement
38. Innumerable
39. Small constellation
40. Wings
41. Supernatural
creatures
44. Some are hallowed
45. The front door
48. Greek war god
49. Lamented
50. Foot (Latin)
51. Sprucely
DOWN
1. Military leader
(abbr.)
2. Celery (Spanish)
3. Pay heed
4. The products of

human creativity
5. Surcharge
6. Doctor of Education
7. Hurtful remarks
8. Marine mollusk
9. The habitat of wild
animals
10. Pieces of body art
11. Refusing to budge
12. Triangular back
bones
14. Type of cat
17. Type of web
browser (abbr.)
18. Small, broadheaded nails
20. Man City coach
Guardiola
23. Periods of food
shortages
24. European nation
25. Jr.’s father

26. Concealed
29. One who works
with the police
(abbr.)
30. Lawyers
31. Look of disapproval
32. Longed
35. Type of power
cable (abbr.)
36. Hindu cymbals
38. Young women
(French)
40. Swiss river
41. Expression of annoyance
42. Criminals go here
43. Inwardly
44. Luck
45. One point north of
due east
46. Originally called
47. Defunct airline
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State budget better
than expected, but
worse than hoped
approached the budget like
I clean my house. They
also shifted $220 million in
general fund revenue to the
little-known “Shadow Budget,” which already contains billions of dollars in
spending from other state
accounts with scant oversight or
accountability.
Public school spending is
another area where costs grow
with little demonstrated connection to performance. This year’s
$423 million spending increase
comes at a time when school
districts already hold $4.6 billion in reserves. Despite myths
to the contrary, Pennsylvania
ranks ninth in the nation in
per-student spending (more than
$17,000), according to the National Education Association.
While a spending surge is not
what taxpayers were hoping for,
the 2019-20 budget still felt like
a huge relief because of what it
didn’t do. Lawmakers wisely eschewed some of Wolf’s proposals
that would have sunk the state’s
economy: new energy tax hikes,
a cap-and-trade scheme known
as the Regional Greenhouse Gas
Initiative, a job-killing minimum
wage hike, and a $4.5 billion taxand-borrowing scheme known
as Restore PA.
And rather than spending
every last penny, lawmakers are
depositing around $300 million
into the state’s “rainy day fund,”
intended to provide a reserve
during a recession. Prior to this,
Pennsylvania only held enough
reserves to operate state government for six hours!
Most encouraging was a $30
million increase for Pennsylvania’s tax credit scholarship
programs, which provide tens of
thousands of low- and middleincome families with access
to safe, quality schools. This
increase will go a long way to
providing education opportunity
to the 49,000 scholarship applicants turned away last year.
Like my impromptu cleaning,
the latest state budget leaves our
fiscal house a bit more presentable than before. Avoiding tax
hikes, preparing for a rainy
day, fixing the broken budget
process, and expanding educational opportunity are all worth
celebrating.
But policies that will ensure
future prosperity — including
tax reform, spending limits
and criminal justice reform
— require serious work when
lawmakers return.

NATHAN
BENEFIELD
Have you ever remembered
you have company coming over
in an hour and your house is
a mess? That’s usually how it
works for me. Panicking, I fill
up a jumbo-size garbage bag
with trash, quickly vacuum and
mop, then throw a bunch of junk
in the closet where I know my
guests won’t look.
I admit, that’s not an effective
way to maintain a clean home.
But it’s a good description of
how Pennsylvania lawmakers
handled the state budget this
year.
After procrastinating all year,
the Legislature finally delivered
a completed budget on the last
Friday of the fiscal year.
On the plus side, the budget
held the line on taxes and socked
away money for a rainy day.
Lawmakers also stood against
several proposals that would
harm the state’s economy. But
necessary, long-term policy
reforms were swept aside to
be addressed another day. And
hidden spending increases were
stuffed into the closet, away
from taxpayers’ prying eyes.
General fund spending for
next year is $34 billion, up from
last year’s enacted budget of
$32.7 billion (before cost overruns). Add in spending and
revenue shifted from the general
fund to other state accounts,
and the total spending increase
comes to a 4.7 percent.
Under the Taxpayer Protection Act, state spending growth
would have been capped at 2.12
percent — the rate of inflation
and population growth. The
budget more than doubles this
commonsense spending limit.
For families to prosper and
businesses to create jobs, we
must rein in this out-of-control
spending.
A surprise windfall of nearly
$900 million — spurred by a
strong economy and federal tax
reform — helped make budget
negotiations less contentious
than in prior years. But it was
mostly gobbled up by $673 million in cost overruns, which Gov.
Tom Wolf approved primarily
for human services programs in
2018-19.
Hoping to avoid a similar
outcome next June, lawmakers
insisted on a measure requiring
cost overruns to be identified
and justified by the governor as
part of the budget deal.
But overspending isn’t the
only indicator that lawmakers

Nathan Benefield is vice president & COO for the Commonwealth Foundation (commonwealthfoundation.org), Pennsylvania’s free market think tank.

READERVIEW

230 Diner: Londonderry
officials just doing their jobs
I can’t express my shock to
read the story about the 230
Diner and Helen Hagagg’s comments regarding Londonderry
Township officials trying to force
her husband out.
Does she not realize that
upkeep of the property while
trying to “come back” should
have been a concern and priority? Does she not realize what
a complete eyesore, let alone a
safety hazard, they have allowed
that property to become?
Anyone driving by what was
the 230 Diner can see how it
has greatly deteriorated, even
more so within the last year, i.e.,
mattresses strewn about, weeds
growing almost as high as the
diner rooftop, cans, glass, etc.,
everywhere.
I have talked to at least 50
people who drive by going into
Middletown who are always
asking how the township could
allow that property to look

like that. A number of us have
brought this up to the Londonderry Township manager,
who then said they were going to
look into why it looks as it does.
Don’t blame the Londonderry
supervisors, but blame the
residents of the township who
simply do not want such an eyesore in our township. Fine, plan
on re-opening or whatever you
wish to do with the property. All
we, the residents of the township, ask is that you “clean it up”
and not blame the Londonderry
Township supervisors for doing
their job.
Pattie Blair
Londonderry Township

Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your
letters to: letters@pressandjournal.com,
or 20 S. Union St., Middletown, Pa. 17057.
Letters may be edited for accuracy, clarity
and length.

EDITORIALVIEWS

Early loan repayment great
chance to help businesses
We know that the large chunk of
money recently repaid to the borough
of Middletown by the Tattered Flag
Brewery & Still Works isn’t a true
windfall.
After all, the $1.5 million was a loan
from 2015, not just money from nowhere. Barring some catastrophe, the
borough was going to get that money
back at some point. In fact, because
the payoff came so early, accountants
would point out there would be a loss in
earned interest if the loan was paid to
the end of its term of 25 years.
Still, we respectfully offer a suggestion for using the money the borough
just received in a way that could benefit
all of Middletown — a revolving loan
fund and/or grant program, to help
businesses that need a boost.
Even using a fraction of the funds
could really help a business that wants
to open or an established one that
wants to complete an important project.
The Council of Development Finance
Agencies website calls a revolving loan
fund “a gap financing measure primarily used for development and expansion
of small businesses. It is a self-replenishing pool of money, utilizing interest
and principal payments on old loans to
issue new ones.”
Lending money to a business or
potential business that can show need

is really not that different from what
the Middletown Industrial and Commercial Development Authority, that
loaned Tattered Flag the money via
the borough, did with the brewery and
still works four years ago. That amount
loaned, however was quite a bit more
than we would envision any single
business receiving. But at the end of
the day the gamble taken by the MICDA and the borough really paid off.
Such a program is not a new idea for
the borough. In fact, it was voiced last
year by Diana McGlone while she was
still on the council.
Under the concept McGlone laid out,
loans from $2,000 to $10,000 would be
made available through the borough
to residential property owners, both
for owner-occupied and rental properties. However, loans also were possibly
going to be made available to small
business owners.
The loan fund would have used
$436,000 tied to a state grant the borough provided to a developer to build
Woodlayne Court apartments on
Wilson Street. The developer repaid the
grant to the borough in 2013.
That plan never got off the ground,
however. The $436,000 has since been
earmarked for Little Middletown, the
project being planned to replace Kids
Kastle at Hoffer Park.
But now it would seem the early

retirement of the loan to Tattered Flag
presents the borough with another
chance to get the ball rolling in a cause
to assist its business community.
Mayor James H. Curry III has been
pushing for tax incentives to draw new
businesses to Middletown, but that
suggestion has failed to gain much
traction. While a revolving loan/grant
fund is different than tax incentives,
the goals of both are to draw new businesses to the greater Middletown area
while also lending a helping hand to
businesses that already are here.
It doesn’t have to include the more
than $1 million the borough recently
got back. Start with $300,000 or $400,000
to get the ball rolling. Or invest the $1
million which we understand could
earn well over $40,000 per year in interest and use those earnings to offer modest loans and/or grants.
At the very least we recommend the
MICDA and/or the borough open a dialogue with the expanding Middletown
Business Association to gauge its membership’s thoughts and suggestions. We
also believe the folks at the Dauphin
County Redevelopment Authority and
our state elected officials would be
happy to meet and offer guidance for
such a program. What would it harm?
The potential benefits of such a program for the borough, its residents and
business community are great.

Cuenca vs. Chisinau: Ex-pat praises new home
exactly alike and they even
had hydration stations. Hmmmm.
As usual, the organizers
were unhappy that elections
did not go their way. So,
which political party here
do you think was trying to
regain power by any means,
putting themselves first and the
country last? — the Democrats.
Sound at all familiar?
“Ed, you Republicans are all
alike.” Au contraire mon ami. I
am neither a repooplicant nor
a dumborat. I am an equal opportunity offender and just like
when I refereed basketball or
umpired baseball — I call ’em
as I see ’em.
Since I am already there, did
you happen to see the dumborat presidential debate? When
the 10 socialists/communists
walked on stage, Stephen Sondheim’s song from the musical
“A Little Night Music” came to
mind — “Send In The Clowns.”
I see that Middletown is
increasing school taxes. Come
on now — they have to pay for
their union dues somehow. And
just like playing tag — you’re it.
What would it mean and how
astounded would you be if you
read in the Press & Journal that
your property, i.e. school taxes,
would be decreasing? It would
mean that it was either April 1
or some reporter at the paper
was mentally deranged.
And now, of course, somebody, meaning you, has to pay
for the new mini-stadium at the
high school. What is a “ministadium”? Is that a place where
you play mini-sports with
mini-balls? But not to worry,
the mini-price tag is mere a 3.2
million mini-dollars.

ED
O’CONNOR
Coming from the relatively
cool temperatures in Cuenca,
Ecuador, to the summer heat of
Chisinau, Moldova, climatically
similar to Pennsylvania, will
take some adjustment.
Wow, has it been hot! “Well,
Ed, exactly how hot has it
been?” It’s been so hot that
the Jehovah’s Witnesses have
started telemarketing. It’s been
so hot that I saw two trees fighting over a dog (Johnny Carson
one-liners).
In truth it has been in the 80s
and 90s. The hottest day was 37
degrees Celsius. That is body
temperature, 98.6 degrees Fahrenheit. I was sweating more
than a straight conservative
going to vote in San Francisco.
Fortunately, the beer is cold
and cheap. I procured 2.5 liters
of the liquid gold, 85 ounces, for
$1.60. At the outdoor market, a
draft or a draught was 65 cents.
I purchased something that I
hadn’t bought in years — sandals. The last time I bought
them was in Tijuana, Mexico,
in 1967.
There has been some political
unrest in Chisinau, and we were
emailed asking us if we were in
harm’s way. Short answer — no.
Olga received a message from a
local friend telling her that it is
just more of the same and not to
be concerned.
A lot of the “demonstrators”
were bused in free from the
countryside and were paid to
hold signs. For some, it was a
great way to see the big city and
make a few bucks. They camped
out in front of various government buildings. Just by sheer
coincidence (wink-wink), most
of the tents they used were

Cuenca to Chisinau
I was asked what are some of
the main differences I noticed
between Cuenca and Chisinau.
In Chisinau:

• The price of apparel is
higher.
• Food and meats are cheaper
and better.
• No pickup trucks in the city.
• Traffic stops at crosswalks.
• Many more emergency
vehicles.
• No blaring car alarms.
• Cars use turn signals.
• Drivers don’t blow the
car horn as soon as the light
changes.
• No street dogs or confined
canines constantly barking.
• Public transportation is
cheaper and better.
• No diesel buses spewing pollution.
• No noise at night — we can
finally sleep.
• No loud-mouthed gringos
trying to win the gringo-yelling
contest in restaurants.
• Weather is different — there
are four seasons.
• There are more insects,
including mosquitoes.
• Phone, cable and internet
are better, faster and cheaper.
• Very little graffiti.
• No dog poop or other obstacles on the sidewalks.
• Streets and sidewalks are
wider.
• Much more green space.
• Toilet paper can be flushed.
• Public restrooms are clean
and have toilet paper, paper
towels and soap.
• People are very punctual.
• Haven’t seen anyone peeing
on the sidewalks.
• Electricity is 220 to 240 volts.
• Cars are 30 percent to 40
percent cheaper.
• Gasoline is much more
expensive.
• Wine and beer are much better and cheaper.
• Street names are posted at
every corner.
• Haven’t encountered the
“gluten-free fad for frenzied
folks” crowd.
• Businesses don’t close over

lunch hour here.
And there are more quacks
in Cuenca than on Old McDonald’s Farm.
There are umpteen other differences I have found but this
will give you an idea.
There are some glaring differences between now and when I
was last here in 2017:
• Much more traffic.
• Drivers seem to be more in a
rush and impatient.
• More litter and broken glass
on the ground.
• Infrastructure has deteriorated and needs repaired.
• People are more rude.
So far, we haven’t been able
to do any traveling. We must remain locally since we are waiting to hear from repair/service
people to take care of things in
our apartment.
Also, we are expecting a call
from the lawyers regarding an
extension of my visa and Olga
is waiting to hear from the Moldovan government about a possible retirement pension since
she worked here for 25 years.
In some ways it would have
been nice to return to Pennsylvania, but there is one insurmountable problem — we are
shy about $30,000 yearly of what
we need to live there. May have
to ask the editor for a raise.
Remember when you went
to wedding receptions and the
band or DJ played the various
special dances to get the guests
on the dance floor such as
“YMCA,” “Celebration,” “Macarena,” etc., I have one question for you.
The “Hokey Pokey” is that
what it’s all about?
From your intrepid traveler ...
Eddy O
Ed O’Connor, a former resident of Middletown and Lower
Swatara Township, is an
expatriate living in Chisinau,
Moldova.

Now is your opportunity to serve on Press & Journal Editorial Board
We are seeking a member of the public to serve on
our Editorial Board, to help us shape the opinions we
express in editorials. You must be a regular reader of
the Press And Journal. You must be willing and able
to succinctly, learnedly and convincingly state your
opinions on the issues facing our area while being
open-minded about the views of others.

Being able to write is a plus. We want someone who
is engaged and wants to make a difference. But we
are not looking for someone who is an elected official
or a borough employee or someone who would be on
the Editorial Board simply to push for a pet project or
the cause of a board on which they already serve. We
want someone who has a point of view but not an ax

to grind. We would meet once a week. Send us a brief
resume and cover letter explaining why you want to be
involved and why you would be a good fit. We will ask
some of the best candidates in for brief interviews.
Email information to editor@pressandjournal.
com or mail it to Jason Maddux at 20 S. Union St.,
Middletown, 17057.
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Seven Sorrows moves the party inside
Fewer volunteers means committee ‘recast how things are done’

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY PHYLLIS ZIMMERMAN

Volunteer Carolyn Ciccocioppo, left, was on hand at Seven Sorrows Community Days on July 12 to do children's face painting and temporary tattoos. She is joined here by Sam and Zoe Martin of
Middletown with the Martins' grandchildren, Mabel Mathias, 4, and Lucas Mathias, 2.

By Phyllis Zimmerman

Special to the Press & Journal

For Seven Sorrows Community
Days chairman Martin Ciccocioppo, this year’s community festival
was “an unusual year.”
Most likely, those attending this
year’s event Thursday through
Saturday noticed a few changes
from previous Seven Sorrows festivals. Perhaps the biggest change
this year was holding the entire
festival inside Seven Sorrows’
facilities rather than outside on
church grounds.
“We were trying to figure out
how we were going to deal with
having less volunteers this year.
It’s not so much that we couldn’t
find volunteers, it’s that we
couldn’t find enough volunteers
to head the activities,” said Ciccocioppo, who has served as event
chairman for 15 of its 17 years.
After four months of deliberations, the festival’s planning committee decided earlier this year
to “recast how things are done,”
Ciccocioppo said.
Planners also eliminated activities such as rides and inflatable
play areas from previous years to
compensate for the shortage of
volunteers. Organizers changed
the name of the event from Seven
Sorrows Community Festival to
Seven Sorrows Community Days.
Despite this, no one there Friday
seemed to mind the differences.
Some liked remaining in airconditioned comfort as outdoor
temperatures spiked around 90
degrees during the festival.
“We’re having good foot traffic.
It’s well-attended,” flea market
chairwoman Kathy Campbell said
Friday.

Thousands of items were displayed for sale at Seven Sorrows Community Days’ flea market on July 11-13.

Attendees check out available baked goods for sale at Seven Sorrows Community Days on Friday.

Financial advice for life.
In the investment industry, Ameriprise is rated:

#1

for trust 1

#1

for customer
loyalty 2

#1

for customer
service 3

We’ve been recognized as a leader, and continue to put clients first with
comprehensive, goal-based advice for every stage of life.
Paul Smith
Financial Advisor, Managing Director
Ryan Smith, AAMS®
Financial Advisor, Associate Vice President
Smith Advisory Group
A financial advisory practice of
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

717.520.6120
320 West Chocolate Ave, Ste 100
Hershey, PA 17033
paul.smith@ampf.com
ryan.smith@ampf.com

Rating based on responses to a consumer survey as part of the 2018 Temkin Trust Ratings,
www.temkinratings.com.
2
Rating based on responses to a consumer survey as part of the Temkin Loyalty Index, 2017.
See temkingroup.com for more.
3
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www.temkinratings.com. The Compass is a trademark of Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
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© 2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (03/19)
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Demari Shepard-Keeney, 5, of Lower Swatara Township, checks out
children's items for sale at the Seven Sorrows Community Days flea market.

Right, Kathy Campbell takes a rare
moment of repose at the Seven
Sorrows Community Days flea
market on Friday. Campbell, of
Highspire, has served as the flea
market's chairwoman for 10 years.
Above, volunteers Anna Sullivan and
Kathy Hill serve up indoor picnic
food at Seven Sorrows Community
Days on Friday.

Volunteer Joyce Conrad oversees
a table sponsored by the Legion of
Mary offering free religious items.

