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What is the
future of FLSM?

Enfield supervisor
McGee runs for
re-election
By Jamie Swinnerton
TOMPKINS WEEKLY

process. Management and ownership are committed to protecting
the ability of all of our students to
complete your education and training from an accredited institution.
We will provide more information
as it becomes available and we will
keep the community informed. The
School remains committed to providing the best possible experience and
education for its student body and
we thank you for your patience and
understanding.”
The reaccreditation process included an Analytic Self-Evaluation
Report (ASER) from the institution,
a site visit in September of 2018, the
institution’s response to reports
from the site visit, and a follow-up
visit in January of 2019, another
institution response to reports from
the follow-up visit, and an interim
report from FLSM. According to the
19-page letter from ACCET to current Campus Director Chanin Storm,
the school’s accreditation was denied
because of a lack of compliance or
serious concerns in 13 areas (see the
full list on page 8).
On Feb. 14, 2019, the school was
notified by ACCET that it would need
to provide a Teach-Out Plan for the
Ithaca campus, due to the serious
concerns regarding the schools continued operation. A Teach-Out plan
must meet several requirements,

Beth McGee is proud of what
she has accomplished as the Town
Supervisor for Enfield but she’s
not done yet. The incumbent is
running for re-election on both
the Democrat and Republican
lines and faces a Democratic challenge in the primary from candidate Amanda Kirchgessner.
This is her fifth year serving on
the town board. She and the other
members have gotten a lot of good
work done, and started a lot of
good work, she said, and because
of that, she’s received community
support to run again.
“I would like to set our town off
on a good trajectory,” she said.
“Enfield is an interesting little
town. Generally, we’ve been a
town that things happen to, rather than a town that makes things
happen.”
She wants to see the town become more proactive instead of
reactive. She sees her town lagging behind in a lot of ways; little
development, a small tax base,
and no water and sewer. She is
not daunted by these challenges.
One of the ways she would like
to see become more predictable is
the tax rate. Years past have seen
increases as high as 30 percent,
as low as seven percent, and last
year the tax rate went down. To
help prevent this she wants to do
more capital planning, that way
things don’t have to be paid for as
they are happening, but can be
prepared for over time.
“That’s just never been a thing,
in Enfield,” McGee said of careful planning to pay for replacing
equipment and maintaining town
resources. “It’s really not a very
efficient way to run a municipality.”
Last year McGee wrote and received three grants to pay for necessary projects in the town. One
of the grants, for $360,000, is being
used to build a new salt storage
building. Currently, the salt pile
sits just a few hundred feet from
an aquifer and Enfield Creek that
feeds into the Cayuga watershed.
It’s one of the projects she wants
to see through to completion.
Along with the new salt storage
facility, McGee said the town will
be building a solar array to help
offset electricity costs for municipal buildings, using money from
a grant. The community building
has also seen some upgrades,

See FLSM, on page 8

See MCGEE, on page 6
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Alison Lurie is a local author and
professor at Cornell University. Her
new book will be out soon!

TOWN

Lurie: a local
legend releases
a new book
By Gay Huddle
TOMPKINS WEEKLY
Alison Lurie, who won the Pulitzer Prize for her novel, “Foreign
Affairs,” has published 10 books
of fiction, four works of non-fiction, and three collections of tales
for children. She is a Professor
Emerita of English at Cornell
University and lives in Ithaca
with her husband, writer Edward
Hower. Her hobbies include gardening, needlepoint, and the collecting of contemporary folklore
and ghost stories.
Now, in of itself, there is nothing scary about that paragraph. It
is, in fact, something to be proud
of, in Ms. Lurie’s case of course
for her accomplishments, and in
the case of Ithaca being the home
of a renowned author.
The scary part comes when
I am contacted by Ms. Lurie’s
people from Meryl Moss Media
with an invitation to speak with
Ms. Lurie and write up an article
about her for Tompkins Weekly.
This is, after all, a writer who
is described by The New York
Times Book Review as “one of
this country’s most able and witty
novelists.”
So, I pull myself together
and grab this opportunity by
the horns, and set out to write
something that Ms. Lurie would
approve of, and would, at this particular time, share information
about her newest release out May
14, “Words and Worlds, From Autobiography to Zippers.”
This has been so exciting! I received in the mail my “advanced

See LURIE, on page 11
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While appealing the accreditation renewal denial FLSM will remain accredited.

School loses
accreditation, former
owners being sued by
investment company
By Jamie Swinnerton
TOMPKINS WEEKLY
Things are not looking good for
the Finger Lakes School of Massage (FLSM) these days. As of April
29, the school was notified that the
Accrediting Commission of the Accrediting Council for Continuing Education and Training (ACCET) had
voted to deny its reaccreditation.
According to current FLSM CEO
Shannon Yerkic, faculty, staff, and
students at FLSM were notified of
the denial last Friday.
“Please know that everyone at the
schools and Trumantra Education,
which owns and operates the Finger Lakes main campus in Ithaca,
NY and branch campuses in Mount
Kisco, NY, and Frederick, MD, are
deeply concerned with your welfare,” from the statement sent to the
FLSM community. “Finger Lakes is
committed to reversing this decision
and will file an appeal with ACCET
by the May 14, 2019 deadline. Finger
Lakes and its branches remain accredited at this time and will remain
accredited throughout the appeal

Gregory Ripich, MD
GENERAL SURGEON

Accepting new patients
Medical School
SUNY-Health Science Center at
Syracuse (Syracuse, NY)

OUR
HOUSE-WARMING
GIFT TO YOU:

Internship
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
(Ann Arbor, MI)
Residency
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
(Ann Arbor, MI)
Board Certification
American Board of Surgery
Areas of special
clinical experience:
• Minimally Invasive Surgery
• Colorectal Surgery
• Colonoscopy/Endoscopy
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Surgical Associates of CMA
ITHACA

1301 Trumansburg Road Suite E
Ithaca, NY 14850 | (607) 273-3161

CORTLAND

1122 Commons Avenue
Cortland, NY 13045 | (607) 273-3161

Providing low mortgage rates and
annually saving our members up to
$665,159 in closing costs!

cayugamedicalassociates.org

Experience Health Care that

Cares about You.

Visit www.mycfcu.com/mortgage or call 607-257-8500 today.

Most insurances accepted.

Certain conditions apply. NMLS#299582

Spring Into Mowing Season
HURRY IN NOW—ONE YEAR EXTENDED WARRANTY EVENT GOOD 4/18-7/17 ONLY!

New HRX Series Lawn Mowers: More Power, More Torque
*

**

MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE $699

**

†

679

†

MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE $899

699

YOUR $
PRICE

• Self-propelled,
hydrostatic Cruise Control
• Roto-Stop® blade stop system
• Easy-starting, powerful
Honda GCV200 engine
• 4-in-1 Versamow System
with Clip Director®– mulch,
bag, discharge, and leaf shred
• MicroCut® Twin Blades
• Worry-free lifetime limited
warranty NeXite® deck‡

849

YOUR $
PRICE

**

**

HRX217VLA

HRX217VYA

HRX217HZA

• Self-propelled, variable
speed Select Drive®
• Electric start
• Easy-starting, powerful
Honda GCV200 engine
• 4-in-1 Versamow System
with Clip Director®
• MicroCut® Twin Blades
• Worry-free lifetime limited
warranty NeXite® deck‡

• Self-propelled, variable
speed Select Drive®
• Roto-Stop® blade stop system
• Easy-starting, powerful
Honda GCV200 engine
• 4-in-1 Versamow System
with Clip Director®
• MicroCut® Twin Blades
• Worry-free lifetime limited
warranty NeXite® deck‡

• Self-propelled,
hydrostatic Cruise Control
• Electric start
• Roto-Stop® blade stop system
• Easy-starting, powerful
Honda GCV200 engine
• 4-in-1 Versamow System
with Clip Director®
• MicroCut® Twin Blades
• Worry-free lifetime limited
warranty NeXite® deck‡

M-Th 9am-6pm

†

F 9am-5m

†

Sa 9am-1pm

520 Esty Street, Ithaca, NY 14850

www.WinksHonda.com

Wink s Honda

‘

607-273-2230

‘

†

YOUR $
PRICE

**

MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE $799

**

HRX217HYA

729

• Self-propelled, variable
speed Select Drive®
• Easy-starting, powerful
Honda GCV200 engine
• 4-in-1 Versamow System
with Clip Director®– mulch,
bag, discharge, and leaf shred
• MicroCut® Twin Blades
• Worry-free lifetime limited
warranty NeXite® deck‡

MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE $779

YOUR $
PRICE

MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED
RETAIL PRICE $829

HRX217VKA

599

YOUR $
PRICE

**

*10% more power than HRXK5 models. **Minimum Advertised Price. †Offer good on any new Honda HRS, HRR, and HRX Series lawn mower purchased April 18th through July 17th, 2019. Register your new mower within 30 days after purchase and receive an additional one year to
the Honda 3-Year Warranty for HRS and HRR Series or Honda 5-Year Warranty on the HRX Series. Go to powerequipment.honda.com to see warranty details and register your Honda mower. ‡Lifetime Deck Warranty applies to any new, residential-use HRX Series mower. Deck warranty
is valid for the original purchaser only. For additional warranty details, see your local Honda Power Equipment Dealer or visit powerequipment.honda.com. Please read the owner’s manual before operating your Honda Power Equipment. © 2019 American Honda Motor Co., Inc.
†
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Lime to introduce scooters
By Jamie Swinnerton
TOMPKINS WEEKLY
As the micro-mobility movement
changes, so to must the mobility
companies. Lime (formerly known as
Lime Bikes) will soon be introducing
electronic scooters to the Tompkins
County market, just a little over a
year after introducing Lime bikes to
downtown Ithaca.
“What we have seen around the
world is the desire to ride a scooter,
and to use a scooter as a micro-mobility solution for local transportation, is the customer’s choice,” said
Lime’s Regional Manager Jeff Goodmark. “They choose that. We put
them out in cities alongside bikes,
and they are overwhelmingly more
popular.”
Goodmark said Lime is not the
only bike company to make this
move, introducing scooters. The goal,
he said, is not the vehicle, the goal is
to make micro-mobility as accessible
as possible. Globally, this is how the
market is leaning for companies like
Lime.
Here in Tompkins County, Goodmark doesn’t believe that the market will ever become fully scooter,
because there is still a demand for
bikes.
“That’s not the plan, nor has it
ever been,” Goodmark said. “The
idea is to provide access to people to
get around the city. In this particular
city, E-bikes are an excellent solution
given the hilly terrain. Scooters do
not excel on that hilly terrain.”
Ideally, he said, the local fleet
would be made up of a mix of bikes
and scooters.
Right now, the City of Ithaca has
an MOU (memorandum of understanding) with Lime for the bikes

Photo by Jamie Swinnerton

Ithaca and Tompkins County will soon join the ranks of cities like D.C. with the
addition of Lime scooters to the local fleet. Local Lime representative Jeff
Goodmark said that eliminating bikes has never been part of Lime’s plan and isn’t
now.

HOME OFFICE, BLOOMINGTON IL.

Lee Newhart, AGENT
1011 West State St., Ithaca, NY 14850

607-273-6391

lee@leenewhart.com, www.leenewhart.com

Providing insurance protection to the community since 1968

that is scheduled to last for another
two years but are in the process of
discussing an MOU with the company for the E-scooters. With how fast
micro-mobility is changing globally,
Goodmark said it’s too hard to know
what will happen with Lime and the
City of Ithaca two years from now.
What Goodmark really wants to
make clear is that Lime does not plan
on getting rid of bikes, just introducing the scooters. They fill a gap in
service that the bikes simply don’t;
for residents who can’t or don’t ride
bikes, for professionals who don’t
want to work up a sweat biking, or a
myriad of other reasons.
Since learning last November that
Lime would be introducing scooters,
the City of Ithaca has taken steps to
prepare. Last month MATCom (Mobility, Accessibility and Transportation Commission) approved a recommended set of rules and parameters
for the use of Lime scooters.
“We’re just trying to provide a
little more oversight over this whole
thing,” said Common Council member Seph Murtagh. “Initially, when
Lime cam to town, there was an
MOU that was signed by the mayor and all the bikes just suddenly
showed up. With the scooters, I think
there’s a little more concern about
how the scooters are going to interact with pedestrians, and bicyclists,
and cars. We just want it to be as safe
as possible.”
The recommendations were based
on research the commission did of
how scooters were handled in other
cities. The MATCom will be holding
a public hearing about the scooters
and proposed rules on Wednesday,
May 8 at 6 p.m. in the Common Council Chambers. If they pass MATCom,

see LIME, on page 12
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IN BRIEF

Students take Lansing’s “Days for Girls” kits to the world

Library vote results
The annual budget for the Lansing Community Library and
three trustees were approved by
voters April 30. Newly elected
trustees are: Christina Forties;
Elizabeth Gossett; and Maureen
Trowbridge. Kelly Miller and
Alaina Redsicker won the annual
summer reading program logo
contest.

“Little Red” at the Middle
School
Lansing Middle School presents
the beloved fairy tale turned to
comedy, “Little Red: Life in the
Hood” May 8 to 10 at 6:30 p.m. and
May 11 at 2 p.m. Thirty-four middle school students will delight the
audience as they make their way
in the enchanted woods on the
way to Grandmother’s house.
Come experience the fun with
Little Red Riding Hood, her Mother, and Grandmother. Watch the
Wolf as he makes a decision about
his eating choices. Hear the Three
Little Pigs challenge each other
with building techniques and play
poker. Come buy insurance from
the trusted trio of Chicken Little,
Henny Penny, and Turkey Lurkey.
Who will help those Three Little
Kittens find their mittens? Are
Squirrels and Bunnies voters or
food? Join Talk Show Host, Terry
Tellus, as she takes us on a journey through three versions of the
iconic fairy tale.
The show is directed by Audrey
Hummel, Kimberly Williamson,
and Julie MacMartin. Light design
is by John Phillips and set design
by Lee Ianone. General admission
is $7 and tickets are available at
the door. The show is appropriate
for children of all ages.

Photo by Christine Roos Montague

Andra Benson and her granddaughter work on a “Days for Girls” kit as part of the “Sewing Saints” chapter of the
organization. Cornell hockey players and Ithaca College students will take the kits to the Dominican Republic and Malawi
this month
On April 26 and 27, more than 100
“Sewing Saints” gathered in the
parish hall at All Saints church to
assemble reusable feminine hygiene
kits to be taken
to the Dominican
Republic and Malawi by Cornell
and Ithaca College
students.
On May 20,
Cornell Hockey
Head Coach Mike
Schafer and seven
of his players will
take kits to the DoBy Matt
minican Republic
Montague
for distribution
and, on May 26, Ithaca College nurses Erica Weiss and Mary Taylor will
lead seven students to mobile med-

LANSING
AT LARGE

More for Mom!
Win $100 gift certificates
from these area businesses for the Mom in your life!

Nominate her now at www.ESPNIthaca.com.

Register by May 9th
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ical clinics in Malawi to deliver kits
there.
In more than 100 countries, a
shortage of feminine hygiene products means that a woman’s menstrual period represents one week
from every month lost from school
or work, and isolation from their
community. This project is part of
the “Days for Girls” organization’s
efforts to get that week back.
“We will be taking kits for young
women and for post-partum women,” Weiss said. “The last time we
delivered the kits, the women went
crazy. They said ‘Wow this is great,
bring some more.’ So, we’re bringing
more.”
Schafer and his team will bring the
kits to schools organized by former
All Saint’s Pastor Father Ron Gaess-

er. Gaesser created the Portal de
Belen Foundation in 2001 and moved
to the Dominican Republic when he
retired to oversee the construction of
schools, day nurseries, and chapels
in Monte Plaza and surrounding
areas.
This will be the second time Schafer has delivered kits to the schools.
“Three years ago, we brought 140
kits to the local schools,” Schafer
said. “It’s a perfect opportunity to
see the kits in the hands of the girls
in the schools. It’s a phenomenal program.”
“Culturally, this is not talked
about,” Schafer said. “This provides
the girls with a way to get to school
and the women to get to work. It

see KITS, on page 9
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Family-friendly, accessible changing rooms coming to YMCA
DRAWN BY: SJ
PRINT DATE:
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By Jamie Swinnerton

dren were not being served properly.”
TOMPKINS WEEKLY
With the fundraiser and the
grant, Towner said $50,000 should
cover the entirety of the renovaTwo locker rooms, sepations.
rated by gender, just isn’t
The YMCA has been hearing
going to cut it anymore. The
this critique from its members for
YMCA of Ithaca and Tompa while now. The $50,000 will cover
kins County is in the process
SHOWER ROOM
the renovation of one of the current
of fundraising to make its
locker rooms, but Towner said that
locker rooms more accessible
3'
ultimately the YMCA would like to
for all of its members by crerenovate both of them.
ating a family-friendly locker
The money needs to be raised by
room.
June 17. As soon as the funds have
“We have a challenge at
5'-6"
been raised construction will start.
the YMCA,” said CEO Frank
“We can’t do this without you,”
Towner. “We have over 500
Towner said. “Please help us acindividual lessons and these
complish one, and then we’ll work
lessons are for all ages, and
towards getting the other one
what we have is parents –
done.”
male or female, grandparents
Once construction starts, Towner
or aunts and uncles - coming
said they anticipate that it will take
with young children, or other
FAMILY LOCKER ROOM
three weeks for the renovations
family members who need
BABY
CHANGE
STATION
to be complete on the girl’s locker
an individual changing area,
room. YMCA summer camps start
rather than going into the
the week of July 1, and the goal is to
boys locker room or the girls
have construction done around that
locker room.”
time.
Maybe it’s a dad with a
4"
A YMCA member who is familiar
young daughter who doesn’t
with the problem that the famiwant to go in the boy’s locker
ly-friendly locker room aims to
room, or vice-versa. The curaddress offered to help the organirent setup just isn’t working
zation by creating some renderings
for everyone. So, the YMCA
PAGE
from
did some investigating and
3
Renderings provided for the project. Scott Jones
1st Floor
Jones
Accessible
Homes
is
a
father
found
YMCAs
that
To the that
best of ournew
knowledge
these plans are drawn
to comply
with
owner's
speciﬁca�ons.
The
contractor
and/or
homeowner
shall
verify
all
dimensions
and
enclosed
drawings.
Jones
Accessible
Homes,
LLC
is
not
liable
for
errors
once
construc�on
has
begun.
While
every
eﬀort
has
been
made
in
the
prepara�on
of
these
plans
to
avoid
Families at the YMCA of Ithaca and Tompkins County will soon find it easier to have the privacy,
the maker can not guarantee against human error. The contractor of the job must check all dimensions and other details prior to construc�on and be solely responsible therea�er. Contractor is responsible for all code and governing body compliance and all engineering.
who has been faced with the locker
are mistakes,
being
built are including but accessibility, that they need to get ready at the health facility. The rendering above shows
room dilemma at the YMCA himfamily-friendly, or “univer- the plan for the new fmaily, or “universal,” locker room that the YMCA wants to build.
self. When he heard that the YMCA
sal,” changing rooms with
was going to renovate, he used his
private areas for changing
The plan for the new universal
matched by a grant from the Triad
skills to help create the plans for the
and lockers for storage.
locker room will include eight
Foundation. Towner said the YMCA
new space.
“It provides a couple of things,”
“pods” for privacy while changing,
doesn’t have the money in the budget
“It’s a response to a community
Towner said. “A need for security, it
including one larger pod for wheelto do the renovations on its own, it
concern, and it’s a community efallows people to be secure in a genchair accessibility, and individual
needs the donations and matching
fort,” Towner said.
eral space, but enclosed so they can
showers.
grant to make it happen.
Find more information about the
change and take care of their loved
The fundraising campaign, play“This was more out of need than it
project, and how to donate, on ithaone or their family member without
fully named the April Showers camwas out of planning,” Towner said.
caymca.com.
opening themselves up to a whole
paign, is looking to raise $25,000 to be “It was clear that families and chillocker room.”
PERSPECTIVES ARE NOT TO SCALE AND
MAY NOT REFLECT EXACTLY WHAT IS
AVAILABLE FOR THE PROJECT
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FROM THE COVER
MCGEE
Continued from page 1

including a new accessible bathroom, using grant money from Home
Depot. Upgrading this space was important to McGee because of what it
symbolized in a larger context.
“It was pretty dilapidated before
then,” McGee said. “The people that
tend to use the space are more disadvantaged. We have the food pantry in
that building, so this adjoining space
was a space that people would come
in. I was like ‘What does this tell people we think they’re worth? They’re
in this place and this is all we’re going to do for it?’”
Many of the other upgrades and
Photo provided

Beth McGee is the interim Town
Supervisor for Enfield. She is running
for re-election this year and will
face Amanda Kirchgessner in the
Democratic primary next month.

Guthrie Cortland Medical Center

Your world deserves world-class answers.
At Guthrie Cortland Medical Center, we want every patient to receive the care they need
right here in Cortland. As a new member of the Mayo Clinic Care Network, our doctors
have special access to Mayo Clinic knowledge, expertise and resources. And you get the
peace of mind that comes with knowing we’re here for you.

changes McGee would like to make
are much less flashy, and not all of
them are public facing. The town
government needs updated policy
manuals to reflect all the policy
changes that have been made over
the years.
“I like to see things in order,” she
said of the need for more organization at the town level. “Most of my
first year was just going ‘What?’”
Now, she feels confident in the direction the town is going and wants
to continue that way.
McGee found herself in politics
when she became a founding member of the environmental action
group, Enfield Neighbors for Safe
Air and Water (ENSAW) which held
educational events in the community
and petitioned to ban fracking in the
town. After getting the town board to
ban fracking, McGee said it became
imperative for ENSAW to get people
into local government to protect the
work they’d accomplished.
When she returned from a year in
Florida, McGee ran again while the
big issue in the area was the Black
Oak Wind Farm debate. The issue
had been going on for years and she
believed the conversation was just
going in circles.
“No one was understanding really
what was happening,” she said.
It was a tactic she felt might have
been by design, that it’s often assumed that small town boards don’t
have the resources or wherewithal
to learn and govern. She did the
research necessary to put a moratorium in place “so the town could
regroup and get itself in order.”
Order is at the root of McGee’s
platform. She said she wants whoever follows her to feel like the town
is set up efficiently. The town does
not have a clear emergency management plan. The last time an official
policy manual was put in place was
2004 and since then there have been
updates and amendments, it’s an
issue that has cost the town money.
Enfield also does not have a fund balance policy and often has a low fund
balance.
As a candidate, McGee wants
residents to know she’s very handson (she’s even replaced toilets in
the municipal buildings herself), is
outspoken and direct, but willing to
change her mind if someone comes
to her with a better way of doing
things.

Powering a

cleaner
future

for 20 years.

For more information, visit www.Guthrie.org/Mayo.

We make going

Cortland Medical Center

solar easy.

(607) 327-0053

www.flenergy.com
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OPINION
Signs of Sustainability

The sixth extinction?
By Richard W. Franke
“We should really thank our lucky
stars,” wrote world-famous Alexander Agassiz Professor of Zoology at
Harvard University, the late Stephen
Jay Gould, when discussing the K-T
mass extinction of the dinosaurs that
took place about 66 million years ago.
Acknowledging the current theory
of a monster asteroid slamming into
the Earth and generating a massive
dust cloud that blocked out photosynthesis in plants and plankton – or
had some as yet unknown effects
– Gould explains: “Dinosaurs and
mammals had shared the earth for
more than 130 million years.” Without “this ultimate random bolt from
the blue, dinosaurs would still dominate the habitats of large terrestrial
vertebrates, and mammals would
still be rat-size creatures living in the
ecological interstices of their world.”
Lucky for us this asteroid hit at
such an opportune geological moment, too. Lucky, that it cleared away
75 percent of species existing at the
time, so that as the dust cloud dissipated and the sun’s rays could reinvigorate the earth’s surface, there
was space for the branching out
of new species, but still something
around for those rat-size mammals
to eat.

The Five Great Die-Offs Across
Geological Time
After the emergence of life on
earth, at least five times great dieoffs led to mass extinctions. We
shall refer to three of them. After 3.2
billion years of development, life on
earth came almost to an end. About
570 million years ago a major climatic event – possibly a mass icing over

of the earth was possibly responsible for what is called the Cambrian
extinction. Another theory for the
Cambrian extinction is a sudden
loss of oxygen in the earth’s oceans.
Around 85 percent of all species of
living beings are thought to have
perished, but after this die-off life
re-emerged and branched out again
with new forms. On three other occasions now known from the fossil
record, at least 75 percent of species
were exterminated. The Permian
mass extinction of about 252 million
years ago is thought to be the greatest of all the die-offs – with estimates
of species loss possibly as high as 96
percent. The great Permian die-off
might have been caused by massive
volcanic eruptions with lava flows
igniting huge coal deposits – filling
the earth’s atmosphere with CO2,
methane, sulfur and acid rain. It has
also been noted that many of the
great die-offs may have been associated with significant declines in sea
level. Why this might be so remains
unclear. Studies including smaller
die-offs in between the five big ones
suggest a possible 26 million years
cycle corresponding to certain comet
or meteor clouds in the solar system
that might be hurling objects close to
earth on a 26- million-year schedule.
These cycles remain controversial.
We are apparently 13 million years
from the next one.

A Sixth Extinction – Caused by…
Us?
Do we really owe the existence of
intelligent life to a big space accident? If so, perhaps we should do
more than thank our lucky stars.
Unfortunately, a lot of evidence suggests we humans could be facing a
sixth mass extinction – and we may

Lansing United Methodist Church
Spring Rummage Sale Notice
LUMC’s spring rummage sale will not be held this year.
Please check our website or Facebook page in late
summer regarding our fall rummage sale.
32 Brickyard Road, Lansing, NY

Our question,
your answers
be the main cause.
The paleontological and archaeological records indicate that the
extinction of non-human life forms
is strongly correlated with the presence of humans. As earth’s climate
warmed about 15,000 years ago,
human hunters and gatherers began migrating out of Asia and into
North, Central and South America.
As the hunters spread down the
continent, populations of large mammals disappeared: mastodons, the
wooly mammoth, the short-faced
bear, the American lion, the Aztlan
rabbit – in all 29 genera (the evolutionary unit made up of species). On
the island of Hawaii, another natural
experiment connecting humans and
die-offs took place. Of a pre-human
145 species of birds (some of them
flightless and easy to hunt down and
kill), only 35 remain, and 24 of those
are endangered.
Human-connected animal die-offs
occur for two main reasons. One is
direct killing. The most famous case
is probably that of the passenger
pigeon. From a population estimated
at 5 billion in 19th century North
America, the birds were killed and
eaten except the last one – Martha
– who died in 1914. Another means
is appropriation of the animal food
source when humans take over an
area. A 1986 study by biologists Peter
Vitousek and colleagues estimated
how much humans might be appropriating the sun’s energy and photosynthesis in three ways:

• directly eaten, fed to
domesticated animals, or used in
construction or for firewood;
• human use of land for
agriculture and similar purposes
that deprives other species of
this use, and;

Street
Beat
BY JAMIE SWINNERTON

What is the best advice your
mom has given you?

“Don’t get anyone pregnant.”
Tyler, Auburn

“Treat people the way you want to
be treated.”
David, Auburn

“When she would give us money she
would say ‘Don’t spend it all in one
place.’”
Jackie, Long Island

• loss when forest is taken over
for farming, plantations, pasture,
habitation, desertification.
They concluded that humans appropriate 38.8 percent of

see SIGNS, on page 9

“Check your blindspots while
driving.”
Roman, Ithaca

“Don’t let people take advantage
of you.”
Amanda, Ithaca
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FLSM
Continued from page

including procedures to ensure that
students are provided training and
services and that obligations to students will be met, which could mean
students are referred to nearby institutions that offer similar programs.
Yerkic did not answer questions from
Tompkins Weekly about whether the
institution had created a teach-out
plan, and if so what that plan looked
like. The school plans to appeal the
decision in the coming weeks.
Former employees of the school
say the culture of the school changed
when then CEO David Merwin wanted to sell the business and brought

in Yerkic. Immediately the culture at
the school changed and everything
became about making the school
money. A former FLSM employee
who chose to leave due to a hostile
work environment, mismanagement
of the institution by upper management, and fear that what was being
asked of them to do by management
would have negative repercussions
for their future employment told
Tompkins Weekly that Yerkic’s
bullying of the staff and abusive
behavior caused high turnover and
is directly linked to the school’s decline. Under Yerkic’s management,
the position of Campus Director of
the Ithaca campus was held by five
different people in around two years.
The position of Financial Aid Director was held by four different people
in that same amount of time.

Letters provided by the source,
who chose to stay anonymous, to
Merwin from former staff describe
Yerkic’s behavior as abrasive, a bully,
childish, unprofessional, toxic, and
hostile.
“People, when they’re bullied,
and when they’re scared, only do
what their email tells them to do,”
the source said of what it was like to
work for Yerkic, who deprioritized
things like record keeping, in order
to prioritize making the school money.
On Feb. 26, 2019, Yerkic was promoted to Chief Operating Officer and
Acting CEO of the Trumantra Education Group, of which FLSM and
its campuses operate from, and Merwin was out. On March 28, 2019, the
Kuzari Group, an investment firm
that purchased a majority share of

Trumantra Education Group, a holding firm created by Merwin, filed a
lawsuit against Merwin and his former business partner John Robinson
in New York State Supreme Court.
The lawsuit alleges that Merwin
and Robinson defrauded the Kuzari
Group and hid from them the serious
financial stress of the company and
the precarious state of the necessary
licenses with the Department of Education.
“Defendants consistently lied
about the health and capitalization
of the company, hiding the mounting
debt and crippling financial distress
from Kuzari through blatant lies and
omissions,” according to the lawsuit.
Breach of contract, fraud, and
breach of fiduciary duties are the
three counts brought forth in the
lawsuit.

FLSM: Reasons for accreditation renewal denial
Goals
The school was instructed to create
new, broad institutional goals, and
systemically and effectively use them
to operate. But, according to the ACCET letter, “the broad institutional
goals published in the ASER were
not understood by staff interviewed
by the team, including the new Campus Director” of the Ithaca campus.

Human Resource Management
The school failed to demonstrate
that it could ensure qualified and capable personnel were being effectively utilized and annually evaluated,
and that it had implemented policies
and procedures to effectively address
recruitment, hiring, training, and
evaluation, among other things, of
all personnel. ACCET’s follow-up
visit found that personnel performance evaluations were missing for
several employees, personnel files of
current employees were incomplete
and missing documents.

Records
FLSM failed to demonstrate that it
had an organized record-keeping system. ACCET’s follow-up visit found
that student financial records were
not kept at the main campus and
were not accessible to the accreditation team. Records for seven students
requested by the team on the first

day of the visit were not provided
until five days after the visit.

Communications

In order to maintain operational effectiveness, FLSM needed to
demonstrate that it held, and documented, periodic meetings with
employees. The school provided
insufficient documentation for the
meetings that were held, therefore it
failed to demonstrate full compliance
with the standard.

Financial Assistance/
Scholarships
FLSM failed to demonstrate that
it had a cancellation and refund policies that are “consistently administered in compliance with statutory,
regulatory, and accreditation requirements,” that refunds were consistently calculated and timely, that
proper documentation to support
refund calculations had been maintained and were readily available,
and that a qualified individual manages the effectiveness of the financial
operations and practices.

Educational Goals and
Objectives
While current students indicated
that the Ithaca campus was consistently delivering approved curriculum, former students who graduated
in 2018 completed end-of-year sur-

veys that gave unfavorable ratings
to program consistency, enoguht to
make FLSM fail to demonstrate full
compliance with the standard.

Curriculum Review and Revision
The school needed to implement
effective written policies that focus
on a comprehensive review to monitor and improve the curriculum. The
Ithaca campus failed to demonstrate
the effective implementation of the
necessary policies.

Qualifications of Instructional
Personnel
The follow-up visit found that documented evidence that instructors
met the minimum qualifications required by the state was not provided.
The week after the follow-up visit,
while more documents were provided for some personnel, documented
evidence was still not provided for
nine instructors.

Attendance
FLSM needed to institute effective
policies for monitoring and documenting attendance, and to inform
students of their attendance on a
regular basis. The ACCET team
found that clinic-hours were not
documented in a timely or consistent
manner, making it difficult for students to know where they stood.

Student Progress
Much like the attendance issue,
FLSM failed to prove that it was effectively monitoring and recording
student progress. According to the
ACCET letter, grades for courses previously completed were not accurately recorded. The institution failed to
provide sufficient evidence that corrective action had been implemented
to correct the issues.

Student Satisfaction
Student feedback surveys included
numerous “highly critical comments
related to staff turnover,” and only
three out of 20 students indicated
that they would recommend the
FLSM program to others. The school
failed to demonstrate that it was using student feedback to improve.

Completion and Job Placement
The school failed to demonstrate
that it had established and implemented written policies to assess,
document, and validate the quality
of its programs relative to its completion and placement rates. It also
failed to demonstrate that it effectively helped students find jobs or
document job placement results, and
that the job placement rates of FLSM
graduates were consistent with ACCET benchmarks.

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
• Cory Grant and Aletha J
Grantsold 563 Locke Rd,
Groton, NY to Christina A
Mahoney and Patrick A
Mahoneyfor $124,000 on
February 13.
• John R Barber sold Nelson
Rd, Danby, NY to Todd
Mcgill and Belinda L Mcgill
for $25,000 on February 13.
• Thomas R Enroth and
Cynthia M Enrothsold
NYS Route 38, Groton, NY
to Jonathan D Fullerfor
$153,500 on February 13.
• Bernard E Rhoadessold 13
Kimberly Dr, Dryden, NY to
Eric J Knaake and Jennifer
M Knaakefor $215,000 on
February 13.
• Kimberly A Gazzosold
6 James St, Dryden, NY to
Benjamin T Leonard and Zoe
L Leonardfor $130,000 on
February 14.
• John R Carpentersold
N/A, Dryden, NY to Cathy
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A Pace for $113,000 on
February 14.
• Ale Properties LP and
Kalit Chusold N/A, Lansing,
NY to Nikolaos Bouklasfor
$400,000 on February 14.
• Oak Hill Acquisition Grp
sold Hudson St, Ithaca, NY
to Oak Hill 602 Hldg LLCfor
$7,200,000 on February 14.
• Carolyn H Salino Est and
Marc A Salinosold 2631
Mecklenburg Rd, Enfield, NY
to Ryan S Salinofor $96,500
on February 14.
• Donald E Boyce and Nancy
K Boyce, sold N/A, Groton,
NY to Rodney L Howe f or
$113,500 on February 15.
• Jmaye Y Lyn-John and
John J Lee sold N/A, Ithaca,
NY to Stephen G Peggs and
Rachel E Kreierfor $226,500
on February 15.
• Timothy K Bond and
Kathy L Fritzsold N/A,
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Trumansburg, NY to E
 lissa
Cicso and Robert W Balber,
for $345,000 on February 15.
• Deborah W Millersold 971
Irish Settlement Rd, Dryden,
NY to PNC Bank NAfor
$163,080 on February 19.
• Barbara S Flemming 
sold 120 Seneca Rd,
Trumansburg, NY to R
 achel
Muraca and Andrew Muraca 
for $225,000 on February 19.
• Keith Hilkersold 168
Kendall Ave, Ithaca, NY to
Jinmie Zhengfor $200,000
on February 19.
• John L Holtsold N/A,
Ithaca, NY to J anice R
Rosenblattfor $230,000 on
February 19.
• Jean A Houghtonsold
N/A, Ulysses, NY to P
 eter
K Houghton and Doris B
Houghtonfor $19,824 on
February 20.
• Jeremy S Doetz sold 108

W Buffalo St, Ithaca, NY
to Kevin G Brew and Vicki
J Brewfor $217,500 on
February 21.
• Edward A Cope and
Caroline B Copesold 705
Seneca St E, Ithaca, NY
to 112 Schuyler LLCfor
$590,000 on February 22.
• Barge Inn Ltdsold N/A,
Ithaca, NY to S
 arvoday LLC
for $2,900,000 on February
22.
• Alexander Vollmer RET
and Alexander B Vollmer
sold N/A, Ulysses, NY to 7
 08
Stewart Of Ithaca LLCfor
$590,000 on February 22.
• Dustin Huntsold N/A,
Ulysses, NY to A
 lex
Reynoldsfor $40,000 on
February 22.
• Meena Chandok and
Palanikumaran Sakthivel
sold N/A, Ulysses, NY to
Andrea Poag and Megan
Rameyfor $245,000 on

February 22.
• Eva R Poysa and Vaino W
Poysasold N/A, Lansing, NY
to Alexander K Deyhimfor
$220,000 on February 22.
• Joy E Mathewssold N/A,
Ithaca, NY to Amanda N
Bashi and Andrew D Bashi
for $156,000 on February 22.
• Elisabeth A Barkersold
1309 State St E, Ulysses, NY
to Peter J Millerfor $136,000
on February 22.
• Donald Soule and Marilyn
Soulesold N/A, Ulysses,
NY to Gerald Codner and
Patricia Codnerfor $64,500
on February 25.
• Patrick J Heisesold N/A,
Ulysses, NY to B
 enjamin
N Wrightfor $180,000 on
February 25.
• Mark C Guginosold 301
Coddington Rd, Ulysses, NY
to Deutsche Bk Natl T Co Tr
for $210,312 on February 27.

• John F Young and Susan M
Barnett,sold N/A, Ulysses,
NY to Raymond Knuutila,for
$1,562 on February 27.
• Stephen R Hoffmannsold
221 N Albany St, Ulysses, NY
to 221 N Albany St LLCfor
$48,010 on February 27.
• Giuliana Gartenberg and
Jamie Gartenbergsold N/A,
Lansing, NY to R
 ebecca J
Brandy and Alan V Ipson,for
$400,000 on February 28.
• AO Props Gnrl Ptnshp
sold N/A, Ithaca, NY to
Moll Properties 2 LLCfor
$750,000 on February 28.
• Karen M Vanetten and
Thomas L Mcguiresold N/A,
Newfield, NY to Matthew F
Schweiger and Katrina M
Schweiger,for $145,000 on
February 28.
• Heng Liliu and Angela S
Kwoksold N/A, Dryden, NY
to Pedro R Rodriguesfor
$180,000 on February 28.

OPINION | LANSING
SIGNS
Continued from page 7

land-impacted solar energy. If we
are among 5 - 30 million species (less
than 5 thousandths of a percent) but
appropriate as much as 38.8 percent
of all land-based energy, it is likely
that humans are pushing other species down to smaller percents and
– eventually – to endangered status
or extinction. At what point will
our energy-greedy species disturb
the various ecosystem balances on
which our own existence or comforts
depend? Is it already happening?
In 2014 journalist Elizabeth
Kolbert came out with The Sixth
Extinction: An Unnatural History,
which explores many ways human
behavior is leading to the extinction
of particular species of frogs, the
great auk, the Sumatran rhino, the
Hawaiian crow and numerous ocean
creatures. It’s a frightening and depressing narrative. Equally dramatic
but more quantitative is the report
printed in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences of the
United States of America on July 10,
2017, and summarized in The [U.S.
online] Guardian of that same date
As summarized by the authors: “Using a sample of 27,600 terrestrial vertebrate species, and a more detailed
analysis of 177 mammal species, we
show the extremely high degree of
population decay in vertebrates…”

Where’s
my
bus?

KITS

Population decay was found to be
that all 177 mammal species had lost
30 percent or more of their ranges
and in 40 percent of the species more
than 80 percent range shrinkage
occurred between 1900 and 2015.
Extrapolating their particular findings, the authors estimate that “as
much as 50 percent of the number of
animal individuals that once shared
Earth with us are already gone…”
It may be time to do more than
count on our lucky stars.

project leader and All Saints parishioner Andra Benson.
A drawstring bag holds each kit.
In it are enough pads for a week,
soap and a washcloth, clean underwear, plastic bags for soiled materials, and instructions. With care, the
kits should last three years.
Benson started the “Sewing
Saints” in 2013 in response to a
request from the Cornell College
of Human Ecology for help on the
project. “We’ve sent kits to Kenya
with Archbishop Charles Balvo and
to Guatemala with our youth mission,” she said.
According to “Days for Girls,”
school absence rates where the kits
are distributed dropped from 38 percent to eight percent in Uganda, and
from 25 percent to three percent in
Kenya. Local people are making the
kits themselves in eight countries.
You can learn more about the
Days for Girls organization and
its impact at daysforgirls.org; you
can sign up to help at the next local
event by e-mailing Andra at lansingny@daysforgirls.com.

Continued from page 4

makes a tremendous impact.”
Schafer will bring five players
on the trip: freshman Zach Bramwell; sophomores Kyle Betts, Cody
Haiskenen, and Brendan Locke;
and junior Jeff Mallot.
“This presents a great opportunity for the players,” Schafer said.
“They play hockey so much that
they haven’t been able to do things
like study abroad like other students do.”
Schafer and his players will bring
shoes, clothes, and computers to
the schools and build churches, latrines, playgrounds, water pumps,
and nursing stations while there.
“We see what we can do to make
their lives better,” he said.
The Cornell Women’s Ice Hockey
team were part of the assembly
line cutting, ironing, sewing, and
serging the kits, according to local

Richard W. Franke writes about the
history of sustainability. He is professor emeritus of anthropology at
Montclair State University, a resident
of Ecovillage at Ithaca and a board
member and treasurer of Sustainable
Tompkins. This is the latest installment of the Signs of Sustainability
series produced by Sustainable Tompkins. For more information about the
organization, visit their website at
SustainableTompkins.org.

Check out our beautiful floral display!

Chicken Breast

1

Hellmann’s Mayo

2

Fresh Alll Natural,, Boneless, Skinless
Jumbo Pack

98
lb.

Juiccy

Raspberries
b i or
Blackberries
or one pint Blueberries

1

998
6 oz.

www.tcatbus.com

is the best place to get
information, tools, and apps
to help you plan your trip
and find out where your bus
is in real-time. More apps
coming soon!

Mobile: Get the transit or
myStop app from the itunes
App Store or Google Play,
open the app, and choose a
transit agency.

99

Regular, 30 oz. jar

Text: If you already know

Doritos
Tortilla Chips

Assorted 9.25-11.25 oz. pkgs.

BOGO
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

your stop number, get the
next departure times by
texting TC + the stop number
(ex: TC8888) to 321-123

Computer: Visit the
Tcat Bus Tracker Website at:
https://realtimetcatbus.
availtec.com/InfoPoint/
(607) 277-RIDE

(7433)
www.tcatbus.com
TTY: 277-9766
Connect with us online:
TCATrides
Everything TCAT

Lean, Croissant or
Hot Pockets or Stouffer’s
French Bread Pizzas
Assorted 9-12.5 oz. pkgs.

5/

10

4

38

Sugardale Premium

Virginia Style Ham

lb.

2085 Route 96 • Trumansburg, NY

PHONE 387-3701 • OPEN: 7-DAYS A WEEK • 7am to 10pm

www.TburgShurSave.com

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.
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Sponsored by:

T-Burg Village comes alive in May

T

he weather has taken a turn
for the better, and not only
is the Earth in bloom, so is
the Trumansburg area, with many
things opening after their long
Winter sleep.

gin your hike at the entrance at the
end of Salo Drive – there is limited
parking but you can park in the municipal lot at the farmers market on
the corner of Rts. 96 and 227. Bring
a picnic lunch or snack! There is a
picnic table about a third of the way
through. Please be prepared to bring
your trash out with you, there is no
trash disposal on site. Enjoy!

Climate Smart Stewardship
series
Led by Marvin Pritts, Trumansburg resident and Director of Undergraduate Studies at Cornell’s
School of Integrative Plant Science,
the series takes
place rain or shine
on Sundays at 1
p.m. The first hike
is this Sunday,
Mother’s day, at
Smith Woods,
and is a hike to
highlight the characteristics of an
old growth forest,
with emphasis on
By Elaine
the diversity that
Springer
it can perpetuate.
Learn about tree
identification, and see wildflowers
that only bloom for a short time in
Spring. Find out about the hands-on
management required to maintain
a healthy ecosystem on precious
aged parcels. Meet at the ShurSave
entrance to the woods. Other work-

TRUMANSBURG
CONNECTION

The Farmers Market opens
today, May 8

Photo by Jeffrey Foote

The Trumansburg Farmers Market opens for the season May 8 from 4 to 7 p.m.
shops include Revitalizing a Second
Growth Forest on May 19, Planting
Flora for Fauna on May 26, and Paleo
to Present: Perspectives on Changes
in Plant Life on June 2. These hikes
take place at Cayuga Nature Center.
For more information visit priweb.
org.

Community yard sale
The annual Trumansburg Community Yard Sale is upon us. May
18 come to Trumansburg and see
what you can find! Spend the day in

see MAYS, on page 14

11 GOLF COURSES, 2 PASSES,
1 LOW INDIVIDUAL PRICE

CATATONK • CLUB AT SHEPARD HILLS • HILLENDALE • HOLLYBROOK
KING FERRY • MARK TWAIN • NEWMAN • PHEASANT HILL
SOARING EAGLES • STONEHEDGES • TRUMANSBURG

FOR MORE INFO VISIT: www.ESPNIthaca.com

DOWN
1. Small amounts
2. Duplicate
3. Current unit
4. Neither
5. Chromium(II) oxide
6. Second sight
7. The absence of mental
stress or anxiety
8. Supplemented with
difficulty
9. Not the beginning
10. Dorm employee
11. Hard, white substances
12. Scariest
16. Spanish island
17. Having sufficient skill
18. Where golfers start
22. No charge
25. Print errors
27. Where rafters ply their
trade
28. Paintings of holy figures

29. CNN host Lisa
30. Gives whippings
32. Type of tie
34. Unbroken view
35. Blemish
36. National capital
37. “Captain Marvel”
actress Larson
38. Tenth pair of cranial
nerves
40. Arizona native peoples
41. Confuse
42. Body parts
43. Plays a fast guitar
45. Tub
48. Pen parts
51. Supervises flying
52. Cars come with one
53. Some are fake
54. Calendar month
56. American whiskey
(abbr.)
Ithaca (607)273-PAPA

Solutions to the puzzles are on page xx
10

Speaking of hikes, did you know
that the Town of Ulysses has built a
trail between Salo Drive and Seneca
Road? This trail is brand new, but all
signs point to it being used frequently. It is serene and can be wet in some
areas, so wear proper footwear. Be-

GOLF PASSES

CROSSWORD
ACROSS
1. Half-conscious
states
8. Strange
13. Deep regret
14. Rogue
15. Took without
permission
19. An alternative
20. Performer __-Lo
21. Partner to flowed
22. Best day of the
week (abbr.)
23. Body part
24. Famed river
25. Lake __, one of
the Great
26. Make free from
bacteria
30. People native to
Canada
31. Japanese seaport
32. Least clothed
33. Horse of small
breed
34. Italian doctor
and poet
35. Moving away from land
38. One who parks cars
39. Some are front and
some are back
40. Views
44. Ancient Greek shield
(alt. sp.)
45. Spanish seaport
46. New England college
(abbr.)
47. The woman
48. Belgian province
49. Danish krone
50. Excessive dose (abbr.)
51. In great shape
55. 7th month of Islamic
calendar
57. Shaped
58. Icelandic poems
59. Swollen area within
tissue

Visit the Salo Drive walking trail

Enjoy live music by the Notorious
Stringbusters, supper from one of
the many food vendors, and shopping at the community-built Trumansburg Farmers Market! Come
at 4 p.m. and stay until 7 p.m. every
Wednesday through Oct. 24. There
will be locally grown produce, naturally raised meats, eggs, flowers,
plants, and artisan products, and of
course – friendship and community!
Visit tburgfarmersmarket.com for
full vendor and entertainment lists.
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FROM THE COVER
LURIE

Written with humor and candor and deep respect for the
written and/or spoken word, this new book of reminisces by
Alison Lurie can only add to the fact that we are lucky indeed to
call this much beloved and admired writer “a local treasure.”

Continued from page 1

reader’s edition,” reading it from
the first page to the last so as not to
miss anything that I had been lucky
enough to be privy to before the book
was ready for release to the world.
I very timidly dog-eared numerous
pages to refer back to and highlighted Lurie’s take on certain things that
absolutely stuck in my mind. I felt
comfortable reading right from the
preface, where Lurie wrote about
those people who “love telling stories” and that they “really like to
write about practically anything.”
I know she was not writing about
me, because we did not know each
other, but I fall quite completely into
that category of people she said “are
curious about the world, even nosey, and if you tell somebody, even a
perfect stranger, you want to write
about them, they are usually happy
to talk!”
My phone interview with Lurie
started with her asking me first
about my own writing! After that
we easily talked about such diverse
topics as her meeting actors Joanne
Woodward, Brian Dennehy, and Eric
Stolz, who starred in the movie made
from her book “Foreign Affairs,” and
how when she first wanted to teach
there were very few opportunities
for women college professors, and
how fashion has evolved for women
thankfully away from all those but-

tons, which made it necessary to put
aside plenty of time to get dressed!
Of course I asked her about the “The
War Between the Tates” which has
always been considered a story modeled after Cornell and Ithaca. Lurie
told me, “Actually, that book was a
composite of many different places I
have lived and many different people
I have known.”
This latest book, written by Lurie
at the age of 92, begins with her
description of herself as a “skinny,
plain, odd-looking little girl, deaf in
one badly damaged ear from a birth
injury.” We all know that one kid,
the last one chosen for any team,
but we also often hear that same
kid, many years later, has become a
smashing success in his or her chosen field.
Oh, that is not to say that rejections, writer’s block, bad luck, or any
number of stumbling blocks along
the way do not exist. They almost always do. It took the death of Lurie’s
friend, V.R. Lang (“Bunny”), a poet,
playwright and actress, to get the
writing back on track after a creative
drought. She did not want her friend
to be forgotten, so she began to write
down everything she could remember about Bunny, not expecting that
anyone else would care about those
remembrances, much less that this

work would be published. However,
13 years later the memoir appeared
as the introduction to a collection of
V.R. Lang’s poems and plays.
As the new book continues, we
read about the times Lurie spent in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, as a student attending Radcliffe. Cambridge
in 1945, as she remembers, was a
leisurely college town, as most of
the commercial development around
Harvard Square had been halted by
the war.
Having been enchanted by England and English literature ever
since she was a child reading Winnie
the Pooh, she was delighted to spend
time in England in 1994, as the wife
of a Cornell professor on sabbatical.
She discusses in her book what it
takes to put a play together, what the
actors are like, and to never, ever put
your shoes on a table or whistle in
the dressing room. Nothing but bad
luck will result from doing either!
Up next are Lurie’s thoughts on
feminism, such as whether or not
a Bill Gold and an Ann Fish should
hyphenate and share each other’s
names after marriage, which could
result in something less than ideal,
such as Ann and Bill Gold-Fish!
Witchcraft, a doubtful guest,
famous people, Pinocchio, Tom
Sawyer, Babar the Elephant (who

knew there was a book in which
Babar teaches the classic poses of
yoga!), Narnia, fashion, Rapunzel,
and some thoughts about a young
single mother living on welfare in
Edinburgh, England, sitting in a café
writing because there is no heat in
her apartment (J.K. Rowling’s wish
that her Harry Potter stories be read
by children all over the world came
true in the most amazing way!). All
these subjects and more (and yes,
including zippers), get a shot at being addressed by Lurie in her own
unique way.
Written with humor and candor
and deep respect for the written
and/or spoken word, this new book
of reminisces by Alison Lurie can
only add to the fact that we are lucky
indeed to call this much beloved and
admired writer “a local treasure.”
Ms. Lurie will be the guest of honor at Buffalo Street Books in Ithaca’s
Dewitt Mall at 5:30 p.m., Thursday,
May 16. Please visit the author’s
website at alisonlurie.com.

Visit us online:

www.TompkinsWeekly.com

@TompkinsWeekly

PROVIDING CENTRAL
NEW YORK WITH
A TRADITIONAL
BUTCHER SHOP
AND QUALITY FOOD
SERVICE SINCE
32-34 Owego Street
Cortland

607-753-6900

www.cortlandproducecashandcarry.com

opens Fri, may 10

Times, Trailers & TickeTs @ cinemapolis.org
120 easT green sTreeT • 607.277.6115
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NEWS
LIME
Continued from page 3

the recommended rules will be sent
to the full Common Council for a
vote.
Murtagh said that the MOU being
hashed out now would require that
the bikes be kept in the City at least
as long as the scooters were going
through an agreed upon pilot program, but after that things would
have to be reassessed. More financial compensation to the City is also
part of the recommendations from
MATCom in the form of a permit fee.
Compensation to the city has been a
hot topic within the local debate over
Lime.
Murtagh said he was personally disappointed to hear that there
would be fewer bikes and more scooters available.
“It seems like Lime promised one
thing and then they decided that
they’re going to do something else,”
he said. “They have a business model
that’s always evolving and they’re
trying to catch up to whatever their
next idea is. I think, though, that
even if Lime went away tomorrow,
it’s likely that another company
could come to Ithaca and want to do
this.”
He’s glad that the city is going
through the process of creating
rules, Murtagh said, because transportation companies like Lime are

own needs.
“What we’re doing, what other
communities are doing, in terms of
making sure they have bike shares
along with scooter shares, is a little
bit of a moving target,” Armstrong
said. “It’s a very dynamic conversation right now, so we cannot say
at all that the pedal bikes are going
to go away.”
With a NYSERDA grant, it was
BWT that did the research into
dockless bikes and put out requests for information, before recommending to the city that it work
with Lime. Since the bike share
company started, BWT has been
using Lime data to learn more
about how people are using the
service. Because of this data collection, Chang said they know that
bike sharing can work in Ithaca.
“If Lime stops doing bike-share
in Ithaca, we will be part of the
conversation to see ‘Hey, do we
want to have a bike-share in the
Photo provided community, now that we know
the state of it, now that we know
Paying for a Lime scooter is just as simple as paying for a Lime bike, and uses the
same app.
people will ride it?’ The question is,
how to fund it,” Chang said.
Currently, BWT is still learning
of BWT, and Hector Chang, Active
the future and planning ahead will
from the data that Lime has shared
Transportation Coordinator, said
be better for residents.
with them, and learning more about
that Lime has been a great partner
Bike Walk Tompkins (BWT), a
bike sharing in general. Using this
to work with in the city, and they’re
local organization that operates
data, BWT plans to create a blueprint
happy with how successful Lime has
out of The Center for Community
for bike infrastructure in the future,
been in the year the company has
Transportation, was instrumenand a more dynamic infrastructure
been in Ithaca. As an organization,
tal in bringing Lime to Ithaca and
they said they strongly support Lime plan.
eventually across Tompkins County.
“Our role is that we think bicycles
keeping bikes in the community,
Now that the landscape with Lime
are a really important form of the
along with scooters, but understand
is evolving, BWT is still a part of the
transportation system for a bazillion
that the company is a private one
transportation conversation. Victoreasons,” Armstrong said.
that will make decisions based on its
ria Armstrong, Executive Director

Ithaca Spring Garden Fair
f:I Plant Sale
SATURDAY, MAY 18
9:00am - 2:00pm
at

ITHACA HIGH SCHOOL
1401 N. Cayuga St. off Rt. 13

PLANTS of ALL KINDS!

More than
40 Local Growers & 15 Garden Groups
FREE ADMISSION!
FREE SOIL PH TESTS!
Sponsored by CCE-Tompkins Master Gardeners
(607) 272-2292
ccetompkins.org/plantsale

Interested in joining our growing,
mission-driven team?

Find the perfect pairing for your
next meal or special event.
We have excellent suggestions
for every budget!
Route 96 Conveniently Located
Next to Trumansberg Shur-Save
Mon-Sat 9am-9pm | Sun Noon-6pm
607-387-1010
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Energy
Audits

Basements &
New
Crawlspaces Construction

Heating &
Cooling

Snug Planet

Insulation

1730 Mecklenburg Road, Ithaca NY 14850
Phone: 607.277.SNUG (7684) • snugplanet.com

Air
Sealing
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TRUMANSBURG | OPINION
MAY
Continued from page 10
Trumansburg and enjoy one of our
many eateries and hiking trails, gift
shops, and more. If you would like
to join in and have a yard sale yourself, please register with the Trumansburg Village office by emailing
clerk@trumansburg-ny.gov, deputyclerk@trumansburg-ny.gov. There
are also several pavilions available
at the Farmer’s Market Park, reservations required, $10.00 per booth.
Maps will be available as the yard
sale date comes closer.

The Attic is open for business

The Attic Thrift Shop, located at
the Jacksonville Community United
Methodist Church, is opening for the
season. During the month of May,
it will be open every Saturday from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The prices wouldn’t
break the bank, as gently used clothing for the entire family is only $5.00!
There are also other housewares
available at a very reasonable price.

Students are ready to work for
you
Are you looking for summer help?
The counseling office at Trumansburg High School is putting together
a bulletin board for students to find
work. If you would like to include
your business, please email Meggan
VanNess at mvanness@tburg.k12.
ny.us.

Big Company Principals for
Small Organizations: A Workshop
for Small Businesses and Executives
Join the Trumansburg Chamber
and Jerry Kraus at Little Venice in
Trumansburg on May 15 at 8:30 a.m.
In this breakfast workshop, you will
have an opportunity to reflect on
universal elements of organizational
excellence, examine your organization’s current performance and
improvement areas, develop a macro
strategy for shaping the culture, and
create a self-sustainable foundation
for continuous improvement for
your organization. Jerry brings forty years of experience in large and
small organizations in operations,
quality assurance, human resources,
labor relations, leadership develop-

ment, training, and team-based performance improvement strategies.
Non-members are encouraged to
attend. Register at trumansburgchamber.com.
This is by no means an exhaustive
list of events going on in Trumansburg from bars and eateries to the
Ulysses Philomathic Library and the
Conservatory of Fine Arts and beyond, there is no shortage of entertainment and happenings around the
Trumansburg Area. Hop on Google,
or better yet, just come right on in
to Trumansburg to find out what’s
happening!

Letter to the editor

Vote YES for ICSD capital improvement bond

W

e will vote YES on the
Ithaca City School District’s
tax-neutral capital improvement bond on May 21, 2019.
As parents of two children who
have each been in ICSD schools since
kindergarten, for the past decade
we’ve gone to “curriculum night”
every fall, where we sit at small
desks, listen to the thoughtful plans
set for the year by our kids’ enthusiastic teachers, and count our blessings that we have access to excellent

teachers, attentive support staff, and
forward-thinking public education.
At the same time, it’s no secret that
the buildings need attention. We are
glad to see ICSD getting ahead of
the game with a 10-year plan. One
big example -- our two kids went
through grades 1-4 and grades 5-8
respectively, toting a water bottle
to school every day because the
schools’ water was shut off for three
years, only just going back on this
year. Roofs leak, bathroom tiles are

falling off, and learning spaces are
tight.
It’s truly impressive that ICSD
has figured out a way to address
infrastructure needs – plus building
safety, and upgrading teaching and
learning spaces – all without raising
taxes.
If you no longer have children in
public school but you did in the past,
send out a mental thank you to the
generation that came before you and
planned ahead so your child could

benefit – and vote yes for the next
generation.
If you don’t have children in school
now, but you might someday – help
plan for that future by voting yes.
And if, like us, your children currently get the benefit of excellent,
publicly-available education, please
join us and go vote on May 21, 12-9
p.m. – YES for the ICSD capital improvement bond.
Leslie and Cody Danks Burke

LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
The Star Manor LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 3/21/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 574 S. Danby Rd., Spencer, NY 14883. The purpose
of the LLC is to engage in
any lawful purpose. 4/03,
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/01, 5/08.
Notice of Qualification of a
Limited Liability Company
Zufall Media LLC filed its
Application for Authority
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 3/20/19.
The county within New York
state is Tompkins County.
The jurisdiction of organization is Pennsylvania, filed
11/23/15 at the Secy of the
Commonwealth, 302 N Office Building, 401 North St,
Harrisburg, PA 17120. The
NYSS has been designated
as the agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS shall mail any process
to the LLC at 441 Partridge
Run Rd., Gibsonia, PA 15044.

The LLC is in existence and
the address of the office
maintained in the state of
organization is 441 Partridge Run Rd., Gibsonia, PA
15044. The LLC purpose is
to engage in any lawful purpose. 4/03, 4/10, 4/17, 4/24,
5/01, 5/08.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Finger Lakes Weather LLC
filed its Articles of Organization with the NY Secretary of State (NYSS) on
1/08/2019. The office location is Tompkins County.
The NYSS has been designated as the agent upon
whom process may be
served. NYSS shall mail any
process to the LLC at P.O.
Box 326, Groton, NY 13073.
The purpose of the LLC is
to engage in any lawful
purpose. 4/10, 4/17, 4/24,
5/01, 5/08, 5/15.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Ye Olde Goat Cart LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 1/08/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the

Publish your Legal Notice in Tompkins Weekly.
Designated by the Clerk of Tompkins County. Deadline
is Monday at noon. Contact Janice Streb at JaniceS@
VizellaMedia.com or call 607-533-0057.
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agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 114 Mack Street, Groton,
NY 13073. The purpose of
the LLC is to engage in any
lawful purpose. 4/10, 4/17,
4/24, 5/01, 5/08, 5/15.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
BAAM Properties, LLC: Notice of formation of limited
liability company (LLC). Articles of organization were
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY)
on April 5, 2019. Office location is Tompkins County.
Principal place of business
is 71 Bishop Road, Newfield,
NY 14867. SSNY is designated as the LLC’s agent for
service of process, a copy
of which process shall be
mailed to 71 Bishop Road,
Newfield, NY 14867. Purpose: any lawful business.
4/17, 4/24, 5/01, 5/08, 5/15,
5/22.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
County Line MRF, LLC: Notice of formation of limited
liability company (LLC).
Articles of organization
were filed with the Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on April 5, 2019.
Office location is Tompkins
County. Principal place of
business is 71 Bishop Road,
Newfield, NY 14867. SSNY
is designated as the LLC’s
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agent for service of process,
a copy of which process
shall be mailed to 71 Bishop
Road, Newfield, NY 14867.
Purpose: any lawful business. 4/17, 4/24, 5/01, 5/08,
5/15, 5/22.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Fall Creek Living LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 4/09/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 310 Winthrop Dr., Ithaca,
NY 14850. The purpose of
the LLC is to engage in any
lawful purpose. 4/24, 5/01,
5/08, 5/15, 5/22, 5/29.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Fittnell Farms LLC filed its
Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 1/10/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 3 Dassance Road, Newfield, NY 14867. The purpose
of the LLC is to engage in
any lawful purpose. 5/01,
5/08, 5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5.

Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Notice of Formation of
Let’s Drink LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of State
of NY (SSNY) on February
28, 2019. Location: Tompkins County. SSNY designated as agent for service of
process on LLC. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to
Let’s Drink LLC, 1830 Slaterville Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/01, 5/08, 5/15, 5/22, 5/29,
6/5.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
CATKIN HOLLOW LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 4/03/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 2093 West Danby Rd,
Newfield, NY 14867. The
purpose of the LLC is to engage in any lawful purpose.
5/08, 5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5,
6/12.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Toast to Ithaca, LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 4/10/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS

has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 266 Harford Rd, Brooktondale, NY 14817. The purpose
of the LLC is to engage in
any lawful purpose. 5/08,
5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5, 6/12.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Enchanted Spirits, LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 3/18/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 214 German Cross Rd,
Ithaca, NY 14850. The purpose of the LLC is to engage
in any lawful purpose. 5/08,
5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 6/5, 6/12.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
HANDS HIGH LLC filed its
Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 4/15/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process to the LLC
at 2058 Elmira Rd, Newfield,
NY 14867. The purpose of
the LLC is to engage in any
lawful purpose. 5/08, 5/15,
5/22, 5/29, 6/5, 6/12.

GROTON

Sponsored by:

Who’s carving that wood on Peruville Road?
For anyone who may travel to or
from Groton via Route 34B/Peruville
Road, it is highly likely that you have
at some point noticed a lot of large
logs, sawdust, and
an assortment of
carved wooden
animals right on
the corner of Peruville and Brown
Road. I know I began noticing them
myself during the
summer of 2018.
By Linda
I always knew,
Competillo
having lived here
for the past 39 years, that the property there belongs to Ray and Julie
Volbrecht, and that Ray operated a
lumber mill for most of those years,
so it was a natural assumption that
what was going on there with the
wood was probably connected to said
business in some way – wasn’t it?

GROTON
ON THE INSIDE

Had Ray taken up wood carving? The
speculation in my mind was endless.
As the months went on, it became
a daily habit every single time I
drove by to look and see if the same
carvings were still there, which ones
were suddenly gone, which new
carvings had been started, and all
the while becoming more and more
curious as to who was carving them
– yet for the longest time, I never
seemed to see anyone there at the
times I went by.
I can’t be alone in this. I would
guess there are a number of Peruville Road travelers out there who
have wondered many of the same
things I have, and I finally found the
answer!
Admittedly, I discovered a partial
answer when I ran into Julie Volbrecht in a local restaurant one night
a few months ago. She told me then
that it wasn’t Ray carving, but that
they had offered the use of that cor-

ner of their property to a long-time
customer of theirs, and that he was
the artist behind it all.
After that, I kept looking for him,
and last week I hit pay dirt, or should
I say, “pay sawdust”? As I drove by
on my way to the grocery store, I
saw him! I stopped, parked my car,
jumped out with my pen, paper, and
camera, and finally met Eduard
Atayan – wood-carving artisan extraordinaire!
Although a bit reserved at first,
Atayan was happy to share his love
for his craft with me. He was born
and raised in Armenia and began to
learn to carve as a young 12-year-old
boy. He attended art school at age 14,
which Atayan said was common in
his country, and there further honed
his skills as he learned to carve with
chisels.
Atayan attended Civil Engineering

see CARVING, on page 16

Mom

CELEBRATE

Sunday
May 12th, 2019
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Served in the
Harbor Ballroom

$33.95 Adult Per Person
$14.95 Children Ages 5 – 12
Children 4 and Under Free
Beverage additional charge.
Price does not include sales tax or gratuity.

Reservations Required

607.535.6116

IN BRIEF
Groton Clean-up Day
The Town and Village of Groton
will hold a clean-up day from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 11 at
the Town Gravel Bank on Spring
Street Extension (north side). This
is for town and village residents
only and ID will be required.
Only specific items will be taken
free of charge: washing machines,
dryers, water heaters, stoves,
grills, other metal items, porcelain
sinks, and toilets.
They will not accept refrigerators, microwaves, televisions, or
other electronics. For a $5 charge,
limit one per household, they will
accept chairs, sofas, and recliners.
This event is sponsored by the
Intermunicipal Cooperation of the
Town of Groton Highway Department and the Village of Groton
Department of Public Works.

Groton Information Kiosk
The Groton Information Kiosk
is now up and running and accepting fliers. There is a mailbox on
the back side to place your information in. Please put a date on the
back for when the event is over
so it can be removed. This is the
only place to drop off fliers, and
the kiosk will be maintained by a
volunteer. Preference will be given
to Groton fliers if space is limited.
No political fliers, want ads, or offensive material will be posted.

Calling all crafters

BREAKFAST OFFERINGS
Served 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Omelets Made to Order

French Toast • Bacon & Sausage • Fresh Fruit
Home Fries • Assorted Pastries • And More
DINNER OFFERINGS

Groton Olde Home Days 2019
will be here before we know it,
August 23-25, and the committee
is looking now for vendors to join
the annual Craft and Collectible
show on Saturday, Aug. 24. Please
visit the website for the vendor
application: grotonoldehomedays.
com.Questions can be emailed to
grotonoldehomedays@aol.com.

Free community meal

Served 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Cheese, Vegetable and Fruit Display
SALADS
Greek Tortellini Salad with Tomatoes, Kalamata Olives,
Feta Cheese & Pepperoncini
Mixed Field Greens with Assorted Toppings & Dressings
Classic Caesar Salad • Waldorf Salad • Assorted Dinner Rolls

At the Groton Public Library on
May 21, the community is invited
to a free meal of baked ravioli
with a choice of meat or veggie.
Beverages will also be provided.
The meal will be served starting
at 6 p.m.

SOUPS
Bloody Mary Tomato Soup
Chicken & Roasted Spring Vegetables in Miso Broth
ENTREES
Roast Choice Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus
Chef Carved Pork Loin with Raisin & Red Onion Marmalade
Mushroom Ravioli with Parmesan Cream Sauce
Honey-Almond Baked Fresh Salmon Fillets
Chicken Française in Sherried Lemon Butter Sauce
Shrimp & Scallops Scampi Cavatappi with
Roasted Heirloom Tomatoes & Ricotta Salata

16 North Franklin Street
Watkins Glen, New York 14891
607.535.6116
WatkinsGlenHarborHotel.com

SIDES
Molasses-Pecan Candied Yams
Loaded Smashed Yukon Gold Potatoes
Broccoli & Cauliflower Au Gratin
Creamy Gruyère & Sweet Pea Polenta
DESSERTS
Harbor Hotel’s Famous Dessert Display
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CARVING
Continued from page 15

College in Armenia but also spent
as much of his free time as possible
there in the woodworking shop on
campus because he loves to do it so
much. He met and married his wife
in 1997 and moved here to America
in 1998.
At first, Atayan struggled a bit
with the language barrier, but when
someone steered him in the direction of Volbrecht Lumber to buy his
wood, Ray Volbrecht found a way to
understand what Atayan wanted to
buy and what he wanted to do with
it.
Like Atayan, Volbrecht also grew

up working with wood, but in a bit of
a different way. Volbrecht’s father,
Richard, and his uncles Marshall
and Arnold Volbrecht, owned and
operated Volbrecht Lumber in South
Lansing for years until it was sold in
1970 when Richard passed away. Ray
learned how to log and mill lumber
as a young boy.
Ray worked at NV Lumber for a
while before deciding to go into business for himself purchasing local
logs and milling it into lumber. He
married Julie in 1981. They were
both alumni of Groton High School
and knew each other in school but
re-connected as adults.
Atayan has been purchasing his
carving logs from Volbrecht for 21
years now, so when the idea came up
almost two years ago for Atayan to
use some of Volbrecht’s space to do

SUDOKU

Photo by Linda Competillo

Eduard posing with his most recent dog carving.
his carving, it just naturally fell into
place for him.
I asked Atayan if he uses any
particular wood to carve with, and
he said “pine” without hesitation.
Although he does carve some things
out of other wood, he prefers the
softness of pine for the intricate
work he does.
In his first seven years in America,
he continued to carve with chisels,
but the more he attended competitions and auctions around the country, he began to make friends with
other carvers, many of whom carve
with chainsaws. By 2005, Atayan began using a chainsaw also.
Just as it was when he was a young
child, Atayan said he loves to use every spare minute he can find to carve

Solutions to the puzzles are on page xx

because he “just loves to do it” and
he especially loves to meet and be
around other carvers at the various
auctions and competitions he attends
so he can learn from them and see
the work they are producing.
Atayan does sell his pieces, but
that is not his focus, he just loves
carving! Nonetheless, he does have
a website: atayanwoodcarving.com,
and an email address atayaneduard@gmail.com, and if you visit his
site, you will see so much more than
the animals on Peruville Road!
Groton on the Inside appears weekly.
Submit news ideas to Linda Competillo, lmc10@cornell.edu or 607-227-4922.

Look for ads from these leading local businesses
online at TompkinsWeekly.com

Would you like to improve the health of those you love?
Does your family need more quality time together?
Would you like to make more memories together as a family?
At Journey, our vision is to change the world, one community at a time.
With this challenge, we are starting with one family at a time.
We believe, a healthy home is a happy home. This challenge will relieve family
stress, stregthen relationships, give you a break from technology, and make
you a part of a community that will help your family reach their fitness goals.

All participants will receive tickets to the Father's Day
Pioneers Game (June 16th) & Complimentary Journey Picnic!

Winning Team
• One free month for each family member
• Guaranteed spot in dizzy bat @ Pioneers game (7th inning stretch)
• Tickets to Greek Peak's Cascades Water Park
• Personalized Fit Family Challenge trophy

Details
• May 13th - June 14th

ithacahomefinder.com

• Non members: $127 per person

Dennis
Mogil of
16
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• Teams made up of family members (13 years & up)
• Members: $20 per person

JourneyFitness333.com

MAY 8 – 14, 2019

SPORTS
FIELD FEST
Continued from page 20
the jumping events, but that didn’t
mean that the competitors underperformed.
The girl’s shot put was won by
Southern Cayuga’s Bridget Davis
(29-11.50), throwing for a new meet
record. The runner up finish was
claimed by Goodwin (27-00.00) who
drew a mark that was 2.75 inches
ahead of the third-place finisher.
In the boy’s event, another meet
record was set, this time by Odessa-Montour’s Zach Elliott (49-07.50).
The Bobcats and Trojans saw a pair

HOCKEY
Continued from page 20

America, to find a way to accommodate the players from the CWHL.
Things seemed to be going as
planned for the NWHL, as the league
announced expansion into Canada
and was receiving more financial
aid from the NHL. That all changed
on May 2, when a group of over 200
professional players announced that
they would not be playing in the
NWHL or any other formed league,
citing a lack of resources and the demand for equal opportunity.
Among the professional players,
former Cornell standouts Brianne
Jenner and Alyssa Gagliardi, along
with other alumni currently active
in professional hockey, took to social
media to call for reform in the professional hockey system.
The show of unity from the alumni
of one of the nation’s premier women’s hockey programs inspired some
of the current Big Red players to
tweet and comment their support.
While the effect is immediate on

of place-winners. Lansing placed
Burt (33-03.75) in third, ahead of
teammate Colton Stauffeneker (3207.50). Stauffeneker was not alone
in fourth place, as Newfield’s Slavik
Yalanzhi tied him with the same
finishing mark. Behind the pair of
fourth place finishers, Newfield’s
Steve Porter (31-07.50) rounded out
the top six.
The final throwing event, the
discus, saw Jasmine Van De Mark
(61-11.00) earn Lansing a third-place
finish on the girl’s side of the event.
One spot behind Van De Mark, Newfield’s Maura Wood-Ellis (58-07.00)
rounded out the top four.
The boy’s event saw another record breaker performance out of

Odessa-Montour’s Elliot (146-11.00),
firmly securing the event win for the
senior. The Bobcats found Stauffeneker (95-08.00) placing third, ahead
of Newfield’s Yalanzhi (91-04.00), who
earned the fourth-place finish.
Because of the small number
of teams and the lack of the track
events, team scores were not recorded for the festival.
The strong showing for both the
Bobcats and the Trojans is an early
indication as to how things may play
out when the two teams will take the
full roster of runners and throwers
to the IAC Championship meet in a
little over a week.

the collegiate players looking to
make it into the professional ranks,
a much more important, and local,
impact is in play.
Eric Eisenhut, President of the
Tompkins Girls Hockey Association,
says that the professional issues
draw attention to much broader
situations. “This situation brings attention to women’s hockey and all of
women’s sports,” he said. “It elevates
the importance of girl’s playing in
USA Hockey, as well.”
Eisenhut believes that what is
done at the top level of the sport has
a way of trickling down to the youth
level. “A change like this can lead to
a better support structure for girl’s
hockey at the USA Hockey level,” he
said. “That support structure helps
girl’s hockey, which leads to collegiate hockey and then to the professional game.”
One thing that is left to question,
because of the boycott at the professional ranks, is the lack of players
at the NWHL level going to have an
impact on girls playing locally for
TGHA. The boycott, while shocking
higher levels of the sport, does not
have nearly the direct influence on
the local game as the Big Red does.

“We have the benefit of having a
top-tier women’s hockey program, in
Cornell, in our backyard,” Eisenhut
said. “Our girls have a great relationship with those players and watch
the national teams compete because
of that relationship.”
Because of the inspired and passionate hockey at Cornell, Eisenhut
said he’s confident that the growth
for TGHA will continue to follow the
national, upward trend of girls playing hockey.
Although not speaking on the exact matters that accompany the professional boycott, Eisenhut did weigh
in on his mindset of the need for
some sort of well-exposed women’s
professional league. “Women are
alongside men in filling the stands
at hockey games,” he said. “The passionate woman hockey fan can only
exist if she has a place to play the
game.
The NHL, one of the largest
contributors to the NWHL has not
released a statement on its position
in the matter, but the NHL Players
Association did, expressing its desire
to stand with those boycotting professional hockey.

Mother’s Day Sale
35% off

all Pulsar & Seiko
Watches

15% off

all Pendents and
gem stone rings
140 The Commons, Ithaca, NY

607-272-1810

Derby
downer
and leading
Lions
You just had to say
something…
I woke up on Saturday morning,
feeling a wide range of emotions,
the most prevalent of which was
excitement. It was Derby Day. I,
along with millions, spend money,
which certainly could be used for
more productive ventures,
betting on the
Kentucky Derby. I was off and
running from
the first race of
the day, winning
small wagers,
here and there,
and a couple
By Mark Shelley of wagers that
made me the
unfortunate payer of the bill at
dinner. A joyful day all changed
upon the finishing of the Derby.
Having thought, like millions of
Americans, that the result would
be made official, I was celebrating
my winnings, until they disqualified Maximum Security. I never
thought I would see the day that
the winning horse is disqualified
for an in-race action, and I certainly hope I never see it again.

WHAT CAUGHT
MY EYE

Gardner garnering golfing
praise
Kevin Gardner is on a mission
to lead the Dryden Golf team to
an unbeaten season. He’s well on
his way to accomplishing that, as
the team is 15-0 after last week’s
win over Moravia. Gardner is on a
roll, earning medalist honors in 13
of the 15 matches. He’s not alone
either, as Brandon Madigan is also
putting up the low scores as of
late, as well. I’m not saying I’m bad
at golf, but these kids, with the roll
that they are on, would smoke me
in a round, no matter how late into
the season it is.

New Look Lions
The offseason is a time to start
looking ahead to the next season,
and while the Dryden Football
team is looking for ways to replace
seniors and for new and improved
game plans, the team is also looking to turn heads with some new
uniforms. The Lions held their
spring meeting last week and
capped it off with the unveiling of
the new threads. With the design
mixing in the purple and white
with a metallic grey, the new uniforms have rocketed up my list of
top uniforms in the area. Dryden
will be sporting the metallic grey
helmets, and that is definitely a
cherry on top.

MansourJewelers.com
MAY 8 – 14, 2019
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Wednesday, May 8
n Ithaca School
Board candidates
WHERE: Greater Ithaca Activities Center, 301 W Court St, Ithaca
TIME: 6 to 8 p.m.
MORE INFO: Come meet the three candidates running for Ithaca School Board:
Robert Ainslie, Bradley Grainger, Eldred
Harris. Village at Ithaca, Greater Ithaca
Activities Center (GIAC), A.C.T.I.O.N.,
Community Leaders of Color (CLOC),
Equity & Inclusion Leadership Council
(EILC), Ithaca Youth Bureau, Latino/a
Civic Association, Southside Community Center.

n Tompkins County
Budget panel
WHERE: Tompkins County Public
Library, 101 E Green St, Ithaca
TIME: 9 to 10:30 a.m.
MORE INFO: Please join us for a panel
discussion of the 2019 budget. Panelists will include: Jason Molino, County
Administrator; Shawna Black, Tompkins
County Legislator and Chair of the
Health & Human Services Committee;
and Martha Robertson, Chair of the
Legislature. We will be discussing the
factors, both state and local, that are
the driving forces behind next year’s
budget. There will be time to ask questions, get clarification and share your
comments.

n NYS Attorney General
monthly consumer talks
WHERE: Cornell Cooperative Extension,
615 Willow Ave, Ithaca
TIME: 11 a.m.
MORE INFO: On the second Thursday
of each month, the Assistant Attorney
General meets with interested consumers at the Cooperative Extension Education Center from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. The
program starts at 11 a.m. with a onehour presentation on a consumer topic,
and is then followed with an opportunity
for local consumers to discuss their
individual problem with the Assistant
Attorney General. Consumers wishing
an individual consultation should arrive
by 12:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 9

EDITOR’S CHOICE: MOTHER’S DAY HIKE

Sunday, May 12
n Mother’s Day hike in
Smith Woods
WHERE: Smith Woods, 8825
Falls Rd, Trumansburg
TIME: 1 to 2 p.m.
MORE INFO: A hike to highlight the characteristics of an
old growth forest, with emphasis on the diversity that it
can perpetuate. Come join us
for this favorite annual event
led byDr. Marvin Pritts from
Cornell University. Learn
about tree identification,
and see wildflowers that
only bloom for a short time
in Spring. Find out about the hands-on-management required to maintain a
healthy ecosystem on precious aged parcels.

MORE INFO: This course teaches the
basics of comedy writing and stage
performance for stand-up and sketch
comedy. We will focus on different
writing techniques/styles as well as
the different aspects of performing
the aforementioned styles of comedy.
Everyone is welcome and no experience
is necessary.

Friday, May 10
n Tompkins Center for History
& Culture ribbon cutting
WHERE: Tompkins Center for History &
Culture, 110 N Tioga St, Ithaca
TIME: 5 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Dorothy Cotton
Jubilee Singers will kick off the program
at 5:00pm at the Bernie Milton Pavilion,
followed by a ribbon cutting at 5:20pm.
Then, speakers representing the region,
local, county and statewide government,
as well as representatives from the
twelve partner organizations will say a
few words.

n Teen takeover
WHERE: Southworth Library, 24 W Main
St, Dryden
TIME: 7 to 9 p.m.
MORE INFO: Bring your own board
games or card games, or check out
which ones Ms. Diane will pull from
the game closet! For teens in grades 6
through 12.

Saturday, May 11
n Contra dance with Kathy
Anderson and Sister Haggis

n Intro to comedy writing
and performance
WHERE: Community School of Music
and Arts, 330 E MLK/State St, Ithaca
TIME: 6 to 7 p.m.
18
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WHERE: Community School of Music
and Arts, 330 E MLK St/State St, Ithaca
TIME: 8 to 11 p.m.
MORE INFO: Making a rare appearance
in the Northeast, renowned caller Kathy
Anderson, from Ohio, comes to Ithaca
for a Hands Four contra dance, along
with the always playful Sister Haggis
(Eileen Kalfass and Jane Knoeck). Beginners of all ages are always welcome.
The steps are simple, each dance is
briefly taught, and experienced dancers
know how to help newcomers feel at
ease. No need to bring a partner, but
please bring clean, soft-soled shoes to
protect the dance floor. Info: 607-2730249 or hands4dancers.org. Admission:
$8 HFDI members and students; $10
nonmembers. Children 12 and under
free.
MAY 8 – 14, 2019

n Our indigenous past and our
Gayogooho:no present
WHERE: Tompkins Center for History &
Culture, 110 N Tioga St, Ithaca
TIME: 2 to 3:15 p.m.
MORE INFO: The panel will focus on
the atrium exhibits, “Gayogoohó:no; We
Are Still Here” and “Indigenous People
and Tompkins County: 13,000 Years
and Counting,” as well as the stylized
animation inside The History Center’s
exhibit hall. These were all developed
in collaboration with Cayuga Nation
leaders and academic colleagues.

n Ithaca YMCA on-site job fair
WHERE: YMCA of Ithaca and Tompkins
County, 50 Graham Rd W, Ithaca
TIME: 12 to 3 p.m.
MORE INFO: In an effort to showcase
the wide variety of jobs offered at the
Y, including camp counselors and
lifeguards. The YMCA prides itself as
being a top employer of youth and
young adults. We encourage interested
applicants to stop in with a resume to
meet current staff and to learn more
about the benefits of working at the
YMCA. If you are unable to attend the
job fair, we do encourage you to go on
our website, at ithacaymca.com to view
current job descriptions and to fill out
an application.

n Trumansburg May Day 5K
WHERE: Trumansburg Central School
Campus, 100 Whig St, Trumansburg
TIME: 10 a.m.
MORE INFO: This event is organized
by the Trumansburg Elementary and
Middle School PTO groups. The race
draws school community members,
along with runners and walkers from our
local community and beyond! Each year
we grow as more and more people share
their race day stories with their friends.
$10 for the Kids Fun Run at 10 a.m., $22
for the 5K at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, May 12
n Freeville Farmer’s Market
WHERE: Freeville Elementary School,
43 Main St, Freeville
TIME: 12 to 3 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Freeville Farmers Market takes place in front of the Freeville
Elementary School at 43 Main Street on
Sundays from 12 to 3 p.m. Our mission
is one of inclusiveness, regional economic growth, and sustainability. This
is a place where folks from anywhere
in driving and walking distance gather
around local food, artisanship and
small business. Our pop-up market is a
scene where experienced and first-time
vendors set up tables side-by-side, and
where kids can set up shop as well.

n Cayuga Chamber Orchestra
presents Quartet Classics
WHERE: First Baptist Church, 309 N
Cayuga St, Ithaca
TIME: 4 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Cayuga Chamber Orchestra will present their final Chamber
Series concert of the season. The reception immediately following the concert
is free to all ticket-holders. The program
includes Haydn’s Quartet in G Major Op
77, No. 1 “Lobkowitz” and Mendelssohn’s
String Quartet in E-flat Major, Op 44, No.
3. Performers include Christina Bouey,
Kirsten Marshall, Anthony Bracewell,
and Rosemary Elliott. Tickets available
at BrownPaperTickets.com or 800-8383006. Tickets also available at the door.
Adults $25 / Students $10.

n Celebrate 20 years of ICG
WHERE: Ithaca Children’s Garden, 121
Turtle Lane, Ithaca
TIME: 9 a.m.
MORE INFO: Join us Sunday, May 12
through Friday, May 17 for a full line-up
of glorious Garden activities to celebrate 20 years of ICG and the vital role
public gardens play in nurturing our
children and communities. For a full
schedule see here: Ithacachildrensgarden.org/20-years-of-icg-celebration/

Monday, May 13
n Community Meeting:
Immaculate Conception
School site
WHERE: Common Council Chamber,
108 E. Green St, City Hall, Ithaca
TIME: 4 to 6 p.m.
MORE INFO: At this meeting the project
team will present the proposed project
and its benefits to the community.
Afterwards, the floor will open for questions from the audience.

Tuesday, May 14
n Evening wildflower walk
WHERE: Cornell Botanic Gardens, 124
Comstock Knoll Drive, Ithaca
TIME: 6 to 7 p.m.
MORE INFO: Tour the woodland pathways and plant habitats of the Mundy
Wildflower Garden, an 8-acre natural
area and naturalistic garden. Early
spring is the ideal season for spotting &
learning about the natural history and
identification of wildflowers, such as
trillium, bloodroot, and Solomon’s seal.
Fee: $5-$10 suggested donation.

CLASSIFIEDS
AUTOS WANTED

1-855-839-1738

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY. Receive maximum value of write off
for your taxes. Running or
not! All conditions accepted. Free pickup. Call
for details. 1-855- 5871166

DENTAL INSURANCE.
Call Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan, REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-434- 9221 or www.
dental50plus.com/44

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
We buy 2002-2018 Cars/
Trucks, Running or Not!
Nationwide Free Pickup!
Call 1-888-416-2208.

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills
for $99. 100 pills for $150
FREE shipping. Money
back guaranteed! Call
now Save 1-800-870-8711

EMPLOYMENT

MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINES ARE HIRINGGet FAA approved hands
on aviation training.
Financial aid for qualified students- Career
placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute
of Maintenance 866-2967094

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED
INTERNET. As low as
$14.95/ month (for the
first 3 months) Reliable
High Speed Fiber Optic
Technology. Stream Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink today 1-866586-9798

HEALTH
OXYGEN - Anytime.
Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. The
All-New Inogen One G4
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA
approved! FREE info kit:

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON
SITE! Virus Removal, Data
Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE, In-home
repair/On-line solutions
. $20 OFF ANY SERVICE!
855-385-4814

DIRECTV & AT&T. 155
Channels & 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT Package.) AT&T Internet 99
Percent Reliability. Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries w/AT&T Wireletss.
Call 4 FREE Quote- 1-866731-3285

HOME

A PLACE FOR MOM. The
nation’s largest senior
living referral service.
Contact our trusted,
local experts today! Our
service is FREE/no obligation. CALL 1- 844-258-8586

AFFORDABLE NEW SIDING! Beautify your home!
Save on monthly energy
bills with beautiful NEW
SIDING from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months
no interest. Restrictions
apply 855-505-6471.

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels Now ONLY $59.99/
mo! 2yr price guarantee,
FREE Installation! Save
HUNDREDS over Cable
and DIRECTV. Add Internet as low as $14.95/mo!
1-800-871-1312
Spectrum Triple Play! TV,
Internet &amp; Voice for
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per
second speed. Free
Primetime on Demand.
Unlimited Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-8883835155

SOLUTIONS TO 5/1 PUZZLES

STAY IN YOUR HOME
LONGER with American
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1500
off, including a free toilet,
and lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-855-465-5426

ENERGY SAVING NEW
WINDOWS! Beautify your
home! Save on monthly
energy bills with NEW
WINDOWS from 1800Remodel! Up to 18 months
no interest. Restrictions
apply 855-338-5767.

FINANCIAL
OVER $10K IN DEBT? Be
debt free in 24-48 months.
Pay a fraction of what
you owe. A+ BBB rated.
Call National Debt Relief
1-855-403-3654.

SOLUTIONS TO 5/8 PUZZLES

HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY

Photo provided by The history Center in Tompkins County
Cornell University’s Uris Library with its iconic clock tower is a notable building on the sprawling campus.
This early 20 th century image shows telephone lines strung across Library (Lib) Slope. They have since
been removed.

Spring Sale!
Over
250,000 items!
Over 250,000 Items! 2 Big
Weekends
Three Big Weekends

MAY 11 13
MAY 18 21

10:00am 8:00pm Each Day

509 Esty Street Ithaca • 607-272-2223 • www.booksale.org

October 6-8
October 13-15
October 20-23
MAY 8 – 14, 2019
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SPORTS

In partnership with:

• Friday: NCAA Regional Softball — Farmingdale State at IC • Saturday: Baseball — Webster Thomas at Ithaca High School

TRACK & FIELD

Bobcats and Trojans tally big days at Field Festival
Field athletes use
festival to prepare for
postseason
Mark Shelley
ESPN ITHACA
On a night in which only field
events athletes from Lansing and
Newfield stole the spotlight at the
Third Annual Lansing Bobcat Field
Festival.
The other three schools to round
out the field were from Odessa-Montour, Southern Cayuga, and Union
Springs.
The festival, which only includes
events that involve jumping and
throwing, saw both the girls and the
boys compete in six events. The top
two finishers from each school saw
their marks combined to compete for
the “relay” title in that event.
In the girl’s triple jump, the Bobcats used the familiarity of their
home facilities to cruise to a sweep of
the event with Ellie Howe (33-01.10),
Gwen Gisler (31-11.50), and Teresa
Garcia (31-05.00) to take the top three
honors. The first to follow the trio of
Bobcats was Newfield’s Jenna Goodwin (31-01.00). Goodwin would be
accompanied by a pair of teammates,
as Helena Griffin (28-06.50) and Zoey
Keagle (25-06.50) finished sixth and
tenth, respectively. Lansing’s Hana
Thibault (28-04.50) finished seventh.
In the boy’s triple jump competition Lansing’s George Taylor
(39-05.75) took home the top honors
ahead of teammate Dakota Edwards
(38-00.00). A triplet of Trojans was
in the field, with Max Olmstead (3500.00) landing in third, leading the
way for Ian Adam (32-05.00) and Ian
Barron (29-01.50).
In a similar style event, the girl’s
long jump, the Bobcats once again
claimed the first and second place
finishes as Gisler (15-11.25) out-

Photo by John Brehm

Lansing’s Ethan Burt took home the top finish in the pole vault during the Field Festival that was hosted by the Bobcats. The
junior cleared 12-08.00 to take the first place finish
jumped teammate Catalina Zaloj
(15-05.50) for first place. Three spots
behind the Bobcats, Griffin (13-04.00)
recorded the longest attempt for the
Trojans.
The boy’s long jump saw Lansing
and Newfield distance themselves
from the rest of the field, with the
two schools combining for a sweep
of the top five places. In a reverse of
the triple jump, Edwards (19-06.00)
outjumped Taylor (18-08.50) by nearly 10 inches to take the top spot in the
event. Newfield saw Gabriel Wood
(17-08.25) and Olmstead duke it out
for third and fourth. Behind the two

pairs of finishes, Kyle Reid (17-03.25)
rounded out the top five for Lansing.
In the final unassisted jumping
event, the high jump, Zaloj and
Gisler were back on top of the field.
Zaloj earned the top honors with
a meet record of 5-03.00 and Gisler
(4-07.01) finished second, edging out
Newfield’s Renee Bickham (4-07.00)
by a tenth of an inch. Zaloj’s height,
while a meet record, helped the junior remain unbeaten in the event,
this season.
Ethan Burt (5-08.00) captured first,
for Lansing, in the boy’s high jump,
finishing ahead of his teammate and

third place finisher, Reid (5-04.00),
and Newfield’s fourth-place finisher,
Gabriel Wood (5-02.00).
In an event that saw only one competitor who was not from Lansing,
on either the girls or boys side of
competition, both conpetitinos were
controlled, as they so often are, by
the hosts.Lansing’s Gisler crossed
(11-08.00) and Burt (12-08.00) finished
first in the girls and boy’s event.
In the throwing events, the Bocats
and Trojans did not experience the
same level of success as they did in

See FIELD FEST, on page 17

HOCKEY

Women’s Hockey drawing attention nationally and locally
More than 200
professional players
agree to boycott
Mark Shelley
ESPN ITHACA
At first glance, the impact of hockey on the Central New York com-
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munity is hard to overlook. With a
mixture of professional, collegiate,
and amateur teams, towns across the
region feel the impact of the game of
hockey.
Nowhere is this impact more
prevalent than in the Ithaca and
Tompkins County community. The
fans come in droves to Lynah Rink
to catch a glimpse of Cornell’s programs, while family and friends file

MAY 8 – 14, 2019

into the rink at Cass Park to see the
Ithaca Little Red teams.
One of the most influential teams
in the area is the Cornell Big Red
Women’s Hockey team, that found
itself competing in the NCAA Frozen
Four just two months ago. The program has always been a force on the
local and national scene, and now,
former players are hoping to make
a big impact, off the ice, just as they

did on it.
On March 31, the Canadian Women’s Hockey League announced that
it would be ceasing operations at the
beginning of the month, stranding
hundreds of professional players
without teams. The closure forced
all the pressure onto the National
Women’s Hockey League, the lone
remaining women’s league in North

See HOCKEY, on page 17

