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Schools Cancer Resource has
welcome two reasons to celebrate
new staff
At the end of the 2018/2019
school year, the district bid
farewell to six instructional
staff members and one school
counselor who, combined, offered
an
incredible
225 years of
experience. On
the
heels
of
the retirement,
Trumansburg
welcomes fresh
faces
to
not
only
fill
the
vacancies
but
By Elaine
also to expand
Springer
instruction for
students.
Retiring from the high school
was Gordon Bonnet, serving 27
years in the science department,
Emanuel Cestero, with 21 years in
the history department, and Larry
Glanton, who served 34 years in
the social studies department.
The elementary school saw
the retirement of educators
Linda Duddleston after 37 years,
Karen Glanton with 32 years and
Gayla Miller, with 40 years, in
addition to school counselor Chris
Harding-Grosfelt, whose 34 years
was felt throughout the district
schools. There is no doubt district
families thank these dedicated
professionals
who
touched
families across generations!
The
elementary
school
welcomes eight new instructional
staff and one counselor. Hannah
Haskell, originally from Elmira,
joins as a third grade teacher. She
holds a degree in speech language
pathology and graduated with
a masters degree in childhood
education.
Haskell is joined in third grade
by Kaitlyn Olsen, who originally
hails from Binghamton and holds
degrees from SUNY Cortland
and Binghamton University (BU).
Olson also participated in the
Teachers of English to Speakers of
Other Languages program at BU
learning how to effectively teach
English Language Learners (ELL)
before moving on to teach fourth
grade at Norwich City Schools.
Pre-K, kindergarten and first
grade are joined by three new
staff members: Ashley Richtmyer
in pre-K, Jessica Masciale in
kindergarten and Adam Bauchner
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Cancer Resource Center staff, left to right: (front) Jyl Dowd, Rocio Zepp, (middle) Fran Spadafora Manzella, Marilee Murphy,
(back) Sharon Kaplan and Monica Vakiner. All are proud of 25 years of CRC, and Murphy recently became executive director.

Nonprofit reaches 25year anniversary with
new executive director
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY
The Cancer Resource Center (CRC)
in Ithaca has a lot to celebrate this
year, with its 25th anniversary and a
new executive director, showing the
nonprofit is continuing to do good for
the community.
In June, Marilee Murphy took
over for Bob Riter as executive
director of CRC, an organization that
began as the Ithaca Breast Cancer
Alliance in 1994. In 2007, with a new
location, the name was changed to
Cancer Resource Center to reflect
the nonprofit’s expanding mission to
cover all forms of cancer.
Riter got involved in 1996 when
he was first diagnosed with breast
cancer. Later, he became a volunteer
and a board member and began
working there in 2000. In 2010, he
became executive director, and he
said that all that time connected to
the organization has shown him just
how important it is to those in the

community.
“Many small nonprofits begin
with a real sense of mission, and
sometimes, when the founders are no
longer involved, it dissipates,” Riter
said. “And we’ve been really good
about building on the foundation of
the founders, expanding our reach,
expanding our services and really
evolving through the years.”
That message resonated with
Murphy, too. She has long considered
Ithaca home, and she learned about
CRC when her husband used the
services during his battle with
prostate cancer.
“The support he got was really,
really helpful to him,” she said. “Even
though we’re both practitioners
and knew, we were still people who
needed support too, and the Cancer
Resources Center provided that for
us.”
Murphy worked as an integrated
health care provider in a private
practice prior to her current position,
and many patients had cancer or
other serious illnesses. When the
executive position opened once again,
Murphy went for it, hoping to focus
more on cancer, which has had a
large impact on her life.
“I just had a lot of respect for who
these people are and their dedication
and passion that they bring to this

issue,” she said.
CRC’s goal and mission resonated
with Murphy, and she said she is
looking forward to carrying out that
mission in the coming months and
years.
“At the heart of everything we do,
the premise is that no one should
face cancer alone,” she said. “That’s
what we’re basically doing. We’re
providing a community of support
for those facing cancer.”
Currently, CRC, located at 612
W. State St. in Ithaca, provides
numerous free services for those
battling cancer and their families.
Services include support groups,
yoga classes, a boutique and many
more.
“We’re really proud of the services
that we’re able to do with limited
resources and limited staff and lots
of volunteers helping us,” Murphy
said.
It’s been 25 years, Murphy said,
and she and others have seen the
organization accomplish a lot in such
a short amount of time. CRC has
substantially increased its volunteer
base, with 70 to 80 regular volunteers
currently; increased collaboration
with Cayuga Medical Center and
Cornell University; and offered more

See CRC, on page 8
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New website helps Ithacans find resources
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY
Ithacans now have a new website
with listings on everything from
restaurants and family activities
to hotels and service providers, all
by community writers – Ithaca.
Community.
Activist team Nicole LaFave,
assistant
director
of
Cornell
diversity alumni programs, and
Mariellen VanDyke Brown, owner
of Happy Tree Solutions website
development company, wanted a
single site that gave communityreported information about area
activities, businesses and resources
that Ithacans could then use to
decide what experience is right for
them. Essentially, as the website puts
it, it was created to “help Ithacans
find what they’re looking for.”
Brown was the original brains
behind the website, and as she puts
it, Ithaca.Community grew out of
a need that she encountered while
teaching prenatal yoga. Many
mothers approached her before or
after her classes asking for places to
go with young children, and Brown
realized that there was a growing
need for a place parents and others
could go for just that purpose.
“I found myself having the same
conversation over and over with
different moms, … and then, I
thought, ‘there must be a way you
could sort this information on a
website,’” she said.
There are plenty of sites that
list activities for the Ithaca area,
but, Brown said, many of them are
simply compiled from other internet
resources and are not always accurate
to Ithaca. She said she felt it was
important to have information
written by those in the community,
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Ithaca.Community founders Mariellen VanDyke Brown (left) and Nicole LaFave (right) created a website with listings of
community resources and activities written by fellow Ithacans.
for those in the community.
“I really wanted it to be an
authentic voice of someone who is
here, like you’re talking to a friend,”
Brown said.
Brown, who is well-versed in
website design thanks to her fulltime job, put together a basic website
with a few listings of local activities
and businesses that might be useful
to parents. That’s when she reached
out to LaFave, a fellow parent and
member of BJM Families Together,
the PTA organization at Beverly J.
Martin Elementary School.
“We started talking a little bit more

about how could we take this idea
that was created for a very specific
audience and start thinking about
other audiences … and what do
those needs look like when you start
to think about the community as a
whole,” Brown said.
The more the two discussed the
idea, LaFace said, the more they
decided on a direction.
“We realized Ithaca is family, so
we started talking about different
resources that we would point
parents to,” LaFave said. “It was just
about the community and having a
space or a platform where people in

the community can find what they
need or ask for what they need.”
Ithaca.Community
went
live
publicly in late August, and currently,
the team has four members – LaFave,
Brown, and writers Laura Vineyard
and Casey Verderosa. The four have
helped create the website in addition
to their full-time jobs and parenting
responsibilities, which makes it
rather labor-intensive, Brown and
LaFave agreed.
It’s a project over a year in the
making, but both consider it well

See WEBSITE, on page 8
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High school honors distinguished graduates
Groton High School Class of 2017
alumna, Hope Twitchell, has been
chosen to study abroad at Oxford
University in England for the fall
semester of 2019.
Twitchell, who was
the valedictorian for her
class at GHS, has been
studying
psychology
at
Southeastern
University in Florida
for the past two years
and is now entering her
junior year there.
The program she will
By Linda
be studying through
Competillo
is Scholarship and
Christianity In Oxford (SCIO), which
was developed to promote intellectual
growth as well as spiritual growth in
a world that claims one must choose
one or the other.
To qualify for SCIO, a student is
required to have at least a 3.7 GPA,
respond to multiple essay questions
as part of the application process to
determine the level of the student’s
writing abilities and have four
recommendation letters submitted.
As a student in this program,
Twitchell is registered as a visiting
student at Oxford and a member of
Wycliffe Hall. The semester is labeled
as the “scholar semester,” as it entails
a 17-credit course load that is largely
based on the tutorial system - an
independent form of education that
requires intense research on the part
of the student and a write-up between
3,000 to 4,000 words to be presented to
a professor each week.
While there, Twitchell will be
living in a house with about 40
other students who are also from
the United States. Each student
will embark on their own research
endeavors but will be able to support
each other along the way.
Twitchell’s concentration will
be
psychology
with
tutorials
focusing on cognition, language and
development.
“I have dreamed about studying
abroad since my mom told me about
her experiences abroad as a college
student,” she said. “Thus, I am
very much looking forward to the
challenges and adventures to come!”

GROTON
ON THE
INSIDE
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Brendyn Alexander ’02 (left) and David D. Palmer ’88 (right), 2015 inductees into the Groton High School Distinguished
Graduate Hall of Fame, as they proudly display the plaques they received.

Watrous also distinguished
graduate
In the Sept. 4 edition of this
column, Gary Watrous was featured
in commemoration of his 45 years
of employment at the First National
Bank of Groton, but I ran out of
space to mention that he was also
an inductee to Groton High School’s
Distinguished Graduate Hall of Fame
in 2013.
I will also take this opportunity to
clarify that Watrous lives on Park
Street, not on Williams. Many of the
accomplishments cited in last week’s
column were also part of Watrous’
credentials for being nominated and
awarded the induction into the Hall
of Fame, along with numerous other
service awards such as Distinguished
member of the 500th Infantry
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Regiment, Combat Infantryman’s
Badge, National Defense Service
Medal, Air Medal, Purple Heart and
the Bronze Star with V Device.
Located in the main lobby of the
high school at 400 Peru Rd., the
Hall of Fame pays tribute to the
accomplishments of one or two
graduates each year. The recipients
of this award are invited to attend
the annual academic honors banquet
to receive their award and serve
as the keynote speaker(s) and are
subsequently commemorated with
a permanent plaque outlining their
achievements.
This award was created in 2010
by Groton’s chapter of the National
Honor Society, under the headship of
Cathy Spallone, who was the advisor
at that time, as a way to promote
academic achievement and inspire
current students by honoring its own

graduates who have made valuable
contributions to their professional
field or community.
The very first inductee to the Hall
of Fame in 2010 was Steve Gobel
’66, president and chief executive
officer of the First National Bank of
Groton, who has since been joined by
a number of notable alumni.
In 2011, Jane Haladay Goldman
’92, for her work with sexual assault
and child sexual abuse victims, and
Ryan P. Slocum ’03, Tompkins County
sheriff’s deputy who won several
awards for his fight against DWI.
Grant H. Bonavia ’89, commander
in the United States navy and
radiologist, and Katheryn Okonsky
’04, captain in the United States
Army who served in Afghanistan and
was awarded the Army Achievement

See GRADUATES, on page 11
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Myers bridge naming sparks memories
Slow down a little the next time
you cross the Myer’s Road bridge
over Salmon Creek, and take a look
at the stone installed on the lakeside,
Myers-side corner last
August.
The stone designates
the bridge as the
“Nicholas ‘Pal’ George
Memorial
Bridge,”
but if you talk with
Nick’s nephew Marion
George, it also marks
the memories of the
By Matt
people who lived in the
Montague
somewhat rough and
tumble lakeside village of the 1930s
and ’40s.
“I call Nick my brother, but he was
really my uncle,” Marion said.
Nick’s
parents,
Marion’s
grandparents, helped raise Marion
after his mother died in childbirth.
“I was his shadow growing up,”
Marion said.
The span of Myers Road between
the bridge and the alley Myers
Lane was the center of a boy’s life
in Myers then. Marion’s father,
George Abraham George, owned
a beer garden on the south side of
the alleyway and his grandfather
Abraham George had a store on the
north side.
Marion had a barber shop on that
corner as well “until The Beatles

LANSING
AT LARGE

Photo by Matt Montague

Marion George comes to the Myers Road bridge over Salmon Creek to admire the marker honoring his uncle Nick George and
to recall the people who lived nearby in the 1930s and ’40s.
closed me down.”
Two doors to the north is the old
gray house of five generations of
the George family – Nick’s parents,
Syrian immigrants Abraham and
Helenie George, Marion’s parents

George and Mary George, Marion,
and now his son Brad and Brad’s
daughter, Brianna.
Marion said that the house was a
speakeasy before his grandparents
moved in, with a false wall that lifted
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up to reveal a large closet where the
illicit booze was stored and a hole in
the bedroom above where the money
was kept.

See BRIDGE, on page 18
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Ness - Sibley Funeral Home

SCHOOLS
Continued from page 1

in first grade. Richtmyer is from
Watkins Glen and holds both her
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from
Elmira College.
She has worked for the last three
years as a universal pre-K teacher at
Schuyler Head Start. Masciale holds
degrees from SUNY Oneonta and
Long Island University. After earning
her degree from LIU, she worked as
a substitute teacher in Long Island,
where she worked with kindergarten
students. Most recently, she worked
as a reading specialist for third
through sixth grade for Elmira CSD.
Bauchner has served as a teacher
and administrator since 2000,
specializing in most elementary
grades as well as English as a
New Language. He holds degrees
from Tufts University, Humboldt
State University and Binghamton
University.
The special education department
welcomes Trumansburg graduate
Bridgette Duncan in kindergarten
and first grades and Dale Linskens in
the third and fourth grades. Duncan
joins the district in her third year
of teaching and brings experience
in a variety of settings ranging from
kindergarten through eighth grade
in both self-contained classrooms in
addition to inclusive and co-taught
settings.
Linskens holds degrees in business
and special education. He has
experience teaching students of all
ages and is moving in from the high
school, where he taught last year.
Liz Corbett, originally from Odessa,
joins Trumansburg as a library
media specialist. She holds degrees
from SUNY Binghamton and UB and
has been working in the Ithaca City
School District for the last four years
as a one-on-one teaching assistant
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Recent retiree Gayla Miller (center, in grey) celebrates 40 years of service with the entire fourth grade class in June.
and then a library clerk.
The
counseling
department
welcomes Geordie Geller, who
recently moved to Ithaca from the
Berkshires. He holds degrees from
Quinnipiac University and Sage
Graduate School and has experience
working with children in both school
and community settings.
The middle school is joined
by four new instructors and one
school counselor. The school will
spotlight new staff in its weekly
newsletter. The first staff member
to be highlighted is math teacher
Pinky Chandra, who will be teaching
seventh grade math and pre-algebra.
Chandra completed her Master
of Arts in Teaching Adolescence
Education in Mathematics program
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at Ithaca College and also holds
degrees from Cornell University:
Master of Professional Studies in
Learning, Teaching and Social Policy
and Master of Science in Biostatistics
in addition to a Master of Science
degree in Mathematics from India.
Prior to joining Trumansburg
she taught high school math in
Ithaca, New York, and Malden,
Massachusetts, and worked at
Cornell University in supporting
social sciences research.
Stay tuned to learn more about
Spanish teacher Erin Battles,
ELA teacher Leslie Campos, choir
teacher Margaret Storm and school
counselor Rachel Sutherland.
In the high school, Maggie Storm
will teach vocal music. Caitlyn

Hunter and Marc Kimmerly join
the social studies department along
with Amy Torruella, who joins social
studies and special education.
Shaelyn
McCabe
also
joins
special education and English. Liz
Corbett will work as a library media
specialist in the high school along
with the elementary school. Kayla
Kucerak rounds out the new roster
in the science department. We look
forward to getting to know these new
teachers!
The new staff is also joined by
new Board of Education members
Jim Mielty, Randy VanDerzee and
Rebecca Baines. The next BOE
meeting will be Sept. 23 at 6 p.m. in
the high school library.

OPINION
Signs of Sustainability

Caroline project distributes LEDs
By Emily Adams
BRIGHTEN UP CAROLINE COORDINATOR
On Saturday, Oct. 5, volunteers
with the Brighten Up Caroline
project will begin distributing
more than 10,000 LED light bulbs to
Caroline residents. Their goal? To
help Caroline residents use roughly 1
million fewer kilowatts of electricity
and save roughly $125,000 per year,
starting immediately.
How is this possible? Every 9W
LED light bulb that replaces an oldfashioned 60W incandescent bulb will
save 765 to 1224 kilowatts of energy
over the 13-to-22-year lifetime of that
new bulb. At today’s electricity rates,
that is more than $100 in savings per
bulb.
If
a
resident
replaces
12
incandescent bulbs that are lit for
three or more hours each day, that
household will save more than $80
per year. And if volunteers can reach
all 1,550 households in Caroline, that
adds up to big savings for residents
and the planet.
The Brighten Up Caroline project
is being funded in part by a Clean
Energy Community grant from New
York State Energy and Research
Development Agency (NYSERDA).
This grant will also allow the Town
of Caroline to replace all of its street
lamps with LED bulbs.
Savings from the street lamp
replacement will be ear-marked
for a revolving Green Loan fund.
Residents will be able to apply for
interest-free loans to make energy
efficiency improvements on their
homes.
As a certified Ithaca-area treehugger, I love the environmental
aspect of Brighten Up. As an activist
and organizer, I love the idea of

Our question,
your answers

Street
Beat
BY JESSICA WICKHAM

What did you like most about
being in school?

Photo provided

From left to right, Brighten Up Caroline members Steve Nicholson, Mary Weiss,
Dave Ritchie, Erica Herman, Natalya Cowilich, Mark Witmer, Lucy Gagliardo, Mary
Alyce Kobler, Becky Dewitt, Emily Adams and Ed Wurtz.
being part of a project that other
communities can easily duplicate.
But perhaps most importantly,
as someone who loves Caroline and
appreciates the diverse backgrounds
of its residents, I love how this project
is involving a wide range of people.
We are sewing bags from donated
fabric to use for bulb distribution
– and the sewing bees are bringing
people together, young and old, longtime residents and newcomers.
We are tabling at local events like
the Brooktondale Apple Festival and
at popular family locations. We are
reaching out to local churches and
volunteer fire companies to work
with us. Reducing energy usage and
saving the planet isn’t the whole
story – everyone likes to be able to
light their homes and no one likes to

waste money.
The Town of Caroline implemented
a similar program 10 years ago
called “Lighten Up Caroline.” That
program gave every resident one
compact fluorescent light bulb
(CFL). CFLs give significant savings
over incandescent bulbs as well, but
Adams expects that LEDs will prove
to be even more popular.
LEDs provide better quality
light than CFLs, LEDs start at full
strength rather than requiring time
to warm up, LEDs are available for
dimmable light fixtures, and LEDs
do not contain toxic materials. In
addition, the price of LEDs is falling
rapidly, and consumers can find LED
equivalents for nearly every shape

See BRIGHTEN, on page 18

“Art class. It was my safe space.”
Meleah, Ithaca

“Art classes. It was something I
actually enjoyed doing.”
Sara, Ithaca

“Lunchtime, for the socialization.”
Michael, Ithaca

“The socialization and meeting
new people.”
John, Ithaca
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support groups on a regular basis.
Like Murphy and Riter, many
CRC volunteers were originally
involved when they or a loved one
struggled with cancer and used CRC
resources. Beth Lalonde, a volunteer
since March 2019, used the center’s
boutique during her recent battle
with breast cancer, and she said the
resources meant so much to her.
Since then, she has felt truly valued
as a volunteer.
“What I’m doing actually is
a volunteer job that is really
contributing. I feel like I’m helpful
here,” Lalonde said. “They have so
many opportunities for volunteers,
and they’re so well organized that it
makes it possible for volunteers to

feel like they’re doing a meaningful
job.”
Sharon Kaplan, coordinator of
volunteer services, said that has
long been CRC’s focus – providing
a sense of community and purpose
for volunteers, staff and anyone who
benefits from CRC resources.
“I love interacting with the
volunteers,” Kaplan said. “So many
of them say, ‘I think I get more out
of this than I give.’ That, to me, is
very powerful because they’re doing
something because they want to, but
it’s having such an impact on them.”
Murphy said she, like many other
nonprofit leaders, will be facing
the challenge of funding, which
is where she plans to put much of
her leadership focus. CRC is a local
nonprofit with no national affiliation,
so most of its services and expenses
are paid for by donations and state
and local grants.
“Because all of our services are
offered for free, we’re pretty much

reliant on donations and our own
fundraising and grants, so 65% every
year … of our operational budget is
funded by donations,” Murphy said.
Another challenge is increased
demand for services, Murphy said,
which is why she is also focused on
outreach efforts and expansion of
services.
“In a way, it’s the club that nobody
wants to be a part of, but if we’re
going to be part of the club, how
can we meet the needs of everybody
who’s in this club called ‘dealing with
cancer’?” she said.
So far, Murphy has received plenty
of positive feedback regarding her
new position, and those interviewed
are confident she will keep CRC going
strong.
“She’s a terrific addition, very
warm, very knowledgeable,” Riter
said. “I think that’s very, very
important to make everyone feel
welcome.”
Kaplan, who was on the search

WEBSITE
Continued from page 3

worth the effort.
“This has been a labor of love in
addition to our full-time jobs and our
families,” Brown said.
The listings, which are vetted
for accuracy but not too extensive,
LaFave said, are created with many
considerations in mind, trying not
to make assumptions on what the
audience needs. After looking at the
demographics in Ithaca, it was clear
the listings had to take into account
factors like wealth disparities and
disabilities, which make features like
wheelchair ramps and free parking
important to include.
“We talked about the different
barriers that keep people from
coming together, and I think that
was also another way that we decided
what would be on the website,”
LaFave said.
Learning about those barriers was
a surprise for both women, as the
writers’ listings opened their eyes
to new resources, places and needs
they hadn’t considered before.
“I know what I want and what
makes navigating Ithaca easy for me,
but I can’t put myself in the shoes
of someone else to know what their
wants are and what their needs are,”
LaFave said.
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This is just a snippet of the sorts of perks and features Ithaca.Community uses to
categorize its listings, all designed with many needs in mind.
Brown shared that mentality, and
she is grateful to learn more about
what Ithaca has to offer for all sorts
of people.
“I didn’t realize what a bubble I
currently live in until I started to
think outside that bubble and tried to
put myself in the shoes of someone
else,” Brown said.
For Ithaca.Community, there is the
first goal of connecting Ithacans to
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what they’re looking for, but there is
another, bigger-picture goal, Brown
and LaFave said, and that’s to create
community.
“Our mission is to help people
in the community find what it is
that they’re looking for but also
find spaces where people can come
together,” Brown said. “Our priority
is to build upon community, to make
it easier and less cumbersome for

committee for a new executive
director, said she saw those qualities
in Murphy since the beginning.
“She fits into the role very well,”
Kaplan said. “The energy and
enthusiasm and connections in the
community that she brings are really
beneficial for our organization, and
they’re going to serve her well.”
Murphy has big shoes to fill, she
said. Moving forward, it is important
to keep ahead of the changes so CRC
can continue to last another 25 years.
“We need to have good people to
understand the community and to
continually evolve to meet the needs
of the evolving community,” Riter
said.
The official anniversary celebration
is Thursday, Sept. 12, from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. at Hotel Ithaca. CRC will be
holding its 25th annual Walkathon
and 5k Run on Oct. 5 at Cass Park in
Ithaca. Visit give.crcfl.net/walkrun
for more information.
people to try new places in Ithaca.”
The hope is that covering a
variety of resources for Ithacans
will encourage people to venture
places they hadn’t considered
before, allowing them to get a good
Ithaca experience regardless of
socioeconomic status, demographic,
etc.
Moving forward, LaFave and
Brown have created a community
survey for their website to get
feedback from users on what they
want most out of the site. From there,
the website will evolve depending on
what Ithacans need most.
“We are putting this site out here,
launching it, really as more of a
question, so it’s designed to evolve,”
Brown said.
Both women have expressed an
eagerness to see the survey feedback
and website analytics to figure out
how people use the site.
“I’d really like to see spaces use
the data from the site to change the
structure of their store fronts and
the structure of their accessibility
options,” Brown said.
Feedback so far has been mixed,
with some encouraging responses
and others that argue it’s not a
sustainable project. Brown and
LaFave said both sides have merit,
and they’re doing what they can to
make sure this website becomes the
best it can be.
“You’re always going to have
critics, and I think both sides are very
helpful in terms of, these are the pros,
and these are the cons, and how do I
distinguish this site from the next?”
LaFave said. “It’s important that it is
a community project that you should
have something that is actually
feeding people in whatever way that
it feeds them.”
In all, Brown said the team has
already learned so much through this
project, and though there is still some
ways to go, everyone is excited for the
future.
“Now that I can see the potential
of the site, I can just see the ways in
which we can begin a conversation
about some of these aspects – what
makes something family-friendly?
What makes something accessible
to all people?” Brown said. “A lot of
people have needs and barriers that
aren’t discussed out in the open, and
so, I just think that this is a starting
point.”
Visit Ithaca.Community to learn
more and to take the feedback survey.
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Sirus Desnoes: actor, dancer, singer, athlete
By Marjorie Olds
Sirus Desnoes has had a hectic
summer, though watching him move
calmly, soaring through his many
theater performances, one had no
clue how much he had going on.
Sharing
the
spotlight
with
Mary Poppins (Tatianna Copp),
he sang and danced through two
performances a day on Aug. 1, 2 and 3
at the Hangar Theatre. Later on each
day, Sirus raced from the Hangar
to the Kitchen Theater to perform
in the world premiere performance
of “Katrina,” a musical by Ithacans
Liz Bauman (book and lyrics) and
David Frumkin (music and lyrics)
with Priscilla Hummel (director and
choreographer of both shows!).
“Katrina” ran with sell-out shows
on Aug. 1, 2, 3, 8 9, 10 and 11, yet
through the finale, Sirus, one of
the youngest actors, juggled many
ensemble roles, scenes, songs and
costume changes.
The Davina and Garth Desnoes
family arrived in Tompkins County
in 2011 when Sirus was eight. After
his role in his Lansing Elementary
School “Nutcracker” production,
Sirus
realized
he
enjoyed
performing. Since then he has
appeared in “Mama Mia” (Lansing
High School), “The Wiz” (Running 2
Places), “A Christmas Carol” (Hangar
Theatre Company) and many other
productions.
Sirus in “Mary Poppins” was lively
and engaging and appeared calm,
confident and focused throughout
two shows a day. He brought that
same presence to his many roles in
the ensemble of “Katrina.”
In the compact and inviting Kitchen
Theater space, a remarkable cast was
able to bring to life the human toll
of Hurricane Katrina. This original
musical was performed with a live
orchestra, with many of the talented
musicians slipping out behind the
curtain and emerging on stage in
various roles.
The outstanding cast sang, danced
and role-played as parents, children,
newscasters, struggling workers,
police officers and bartenders within
the compelling and cohesive story,
requiring
split-second
costume
changes for the few actors who each
played many roles.
Ithacans Ms. Bauman and Mr.

Photo provided

From left to right, Darius, Davina, Sirus, Garth and Gabrielle Desnoes. Sirus has spent much of his summer participating in
theater performances, from “Katrina” to “Mary Poppins.”
Frumkin et al. creatively conveyed
the effect of this huge natural disaster
that befell the most defenseless
population, while national and local
politicians failed to intervene.
Many people died as a result
of scant disaster planning, while
thousands of evacuees and survivors
lived for days in the unsanitary
Superdome or lived inside and outside
of a convention center without food,
accommodations or medical care.
The relief provided was so
inadequate that many of the poorest,
frailest survivors never recovered;
many left New Orleans forever.
What does a talented young actor
heading into his junior year in high
school do when he is not performing
in one or two shows at a time? One of
four children, Sirus relates that he
loves theater but also track and field

(indoors and outdoors), astronomy
and physics, as well.
Darius, Sirus’ older brother and
role model, played basketball and
soccer, so Sirus, tall and athletic, gave
them a try.
“I really like soccer, but my
younger sister is definitely the
basketball star,” Sirus said.
Gabrielle, going into eighth grade,
is already researching colleges that
excel at women’s basketball. Darius
enjoys tennis, as well as ultimate
frisbee, but makes time to watch his
siblings’ matches and performances
when he is home from Bridgewater
State University in Massachusetts.
Sirus began track in seventh grade
and has high and long jumped ever
since.
“I’ve had amazing coaches,” he
said. “All the runners love the

coaches. They are so encouraging,
relaxed, flexible. But even by seventh
grade, I knew my acting came first.
The coaches and my teammates have
accepted that sometimes I miss a few
track meets.”
Sirus said that sometimes, it is
difficult to manage the schedule
and
demands
of
schoolwork,
performances and track and field.

“When I am done with school,
practices, performances and
responsibilities, I like being off
on my own. ... I love to learn
about astronomy and physics
and relax.”
SIRUS DESNOES,
Student, actor, athlete
“But my parents have always been
there as a safety net in case I fall,”
he said. “They take care of me but
also give me enough freedom, with
lots of support. They have the right
balance.”
Sirus also tries to create balance in
his own life, he said.
“When I am done with school,
practices,
performances
and
responsibilities I like being off on
my own,” he said. “Sometimes, I feel
‘socially tired’ and just retire back
into myself. I love to learn about
astronomy and physics, and relax
playing video games.”
Somehow, Sirus’ working parents
manage to raise terrific kids and
spend time with them while taking
them to their practices, rehearsals
and then attend the sports events and

See SIRUS, on page 16
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GROTON
GRADUATES
Continued from page 4

Medal three times for service and
performance, were both inducted in
2012.
Along with Gary Watrous ‘67
in 2013, Russell M. LaFrance ‘98
was also inducted. LaFrance is an
orthopedic surgeon who has a very
impressive resume.
In 2014, inductees were Benjamin
Ballard ’91, environmentalist and
scientist, who was recognized for his
dedication to the Groton community
and the field of science, and Gregg
McCrary ‘63, retired special agent
with the FBI, who was one of
the original profilers at the FBI
Academy.
Brendyn Alexander ’02 and David
D. Palmer ’88 were the 2015 inductees,
followed by Jeffrey Corcoran ’91
and Richard Hastings ’51 (awarded
posthumously) in 2016.
In 2017, Chad Higgins ’96 was the
only inductee, followed by Darryl
S. Volpicelli ’94 and Sam Mackenzie
’01 in 2018 and 2019, respectively.
The complete synopsis of all these
awardees can be viewed easily in the
high school if you’d like to read more.
Nominations are currently being
sought for the 2020 inductees, which
will mark the 20th anniversary of the
award.
Nomination forms can be found on

the school’s website, grotoncs.org. To
be considered for this year’s induction
in May, nominations are due by
Feb. 1, 2020, though applications are
accepted at any time during the year.
The current members of the NHS
will review nominations and make
their final selection(s) by a majority
vote. All applications are considered
and are weighed by the contributions.
Groton on the Inside appears
weekly. Submit news ideas to Linda
Competillo, lmc10@cornell.edu or 607227-4922.

IN BRIEF:
Digital training for older adults
All are welcome to join Foodnet
Meals on Wheels as it partners
with the Tompkins County Public
Library to offer the program, “Digital
Training for Older Adults” at 10:30
a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 18, at Center
Village Court, 200 W. South St.
Join librarians from the library
to learn how to borrow eBooks
and eAudiobooks with Overdrive.

Overdrive books can be borrowed
anytime, even if the library is closed!
Patrons are encouraged to bring
personal electronic devices, a TCPL
or Finger Lakes Library System card,
photo ID if you need to sign up for a
card, and usernames and passwords
that may be associated with your
electronic devices. This workshop is
open to the public and offered at no
cost.
Join Foodnet for a nutritious
lunch following this workshop.
Reservations are required at least
one day in advance by calling (607)
266-9553. Lunch is available to all
individuals who are 60 and older for
a voluntary financial contribution.
Those under 60 may attend for a cost
of $8 per meal.
If you have any questions prior to
the workshop, you are encouraged
to contact Digital Lab Librarian Tom
Fredette at (607) 272-4557 ext. 271, or
tfredette@tcpl.org.

Free at Groton library
September is library card sign-up
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month at the Groton Public Library.
Any new cardholders who sign up
for a library card during the month
will receive candy and a free book.
Current cardholders who bring in a
friend to sign up will also receive a
free book.
The monthly community meal,
which is completely free and open to
the public, will take place from 6 to
8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 17. Come and
learn about the 2020 census and the
job opportunity to assist with the
process.
Certified instructor, Aniiyah Klock,
will lead an adult wellness class
on stomach and spleen care, along
with self-care techniques at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 18.
The Health Insurance Information,
Counseling and Assistance Program
will be on site at the library to give a
free presentation about Medicare at
11 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 19.
The monthly Library Book Club
meeting is at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
19. They will be discussing the book
“Go Set a Watchman” by Harper Lee.
All are invited to stop in and join in
the discussion.
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Mama’s Said brings home cooking to downtown
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY
It’s hard to beat Mom’s cooking – as
many can attest – but the husbandwife team Gabriel Flores and Hiroko
Takashima make it their mission to
do just that by serving comfort food
in Ithaca’s Press Bay Alley.
Flores and Takashima co-own
and run Mama Said Hand Pies in
downtown Ithaca, which recently
opened on May 31. The menu is in
the name; Mama Said serves hand
pies filled with local ingredients with
multi-cultural and international
flavors, all designed to remind one of
home, wherever that may be.
“Comforting flavors is really
what we’re looking for,” Flores
said. “Commonly, people remember
their mother’s cooking or their
grandmother’s cooking, and that is
the comforting memory.”
Flores and Takashima have long
had a love of food from a variety
of cultures and traditions. Flores,
originally from Queens, New York,
had a multicultural family and
neighbors and worked in hospitality
for over 20 years, while Takashima,
an Ithaca native, has studied and
experienced cultures from around
the world, enjoying food all along the
way.
For many years, the two worked
together at restaurants and often

12
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Photo by Jessica Wickham

Gabriel Flores shows off Mama Said Hand Pies’s signature menu item. He and his wife, Hiroko Takashima, recently opened
their pie-centered business in downtown Ithaca’s Press Bay Alley, selling comfort food to eager eaters.
talked about opening their own café
to share their love of food with their
community.
“It just seemed like something
we wanted to do in the end and not
continue to work for others forever,”
Flores said.
Hand pies, though, was a much
more recent idea. Several years ago,
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the couple were going to apply for the
Ithaca Festival, with a friend making
arepas, a pre-Columbian dish made
with ground maize dough. After
their friend decided not to go, Flores
and Takashima went to the festival
themselves, taking inspiration from
their friend by selling empanadastyle hand pies.

Ten months later, they were invited
to the Trumansburg farmers market
to sell hand pies. That was three
years ago, and the couple still enjoys
being a part both farmers markets in
Trumansburg and Ithaca.
Soon after, the couple landed in

See MAMA SAID, on page 17

CLASSIFIEDS | REAL ESTATE
CAR DONATION

FINANCE

DONATE YOUR CAR TO
CHARITY. Receive maximum
value of write off for your
taxes. Running or not! All
conditions accepted. Free
pickup. Call for details.
1-855-587-1166

Need IRS Relief $10K $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-833-3281365 Monday through Friday
7AM-5PM PST

EDUCATION CAREER
TRAINING

A PLACE FOR MOM. The
nation’s largest senior living
referral service. Contact
our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1- 844258-8586

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
60 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-349-4759 Hablamos Espanol

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. NOT just a
discount plan, REAL coverage for [350 ] procedures.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get
FAA approved hands on Aviation training. Financial aid
for qualified students - Career placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-296-7094

HEALTH

Call 1-855-434-9221 for
details. www.dental50plus.
com/44 6118-0219

SERVICE, In-home repair/
On-line solutions . $20 OFF
ANY SERVICE! 855-385-4814.

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. The All- New
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 1-855-839-1738

Stay in your home longer
with American Standard
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up
to $1500 off, including a free
toilet, and lifetime warranty
on the tub and installation!
Call us at 1-855-465-5426

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON
SITE! Virus Removal, Data
Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY

HOME SERVICES
Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels &amp;
1000s of Shows/Movies
On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously
at No Additional Cost. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-731-3285

Spectrum Triple Play! TV,
Internet & Voice for $99.97/
mo. Fastest Internet. 100
MB per second speed. Free
Primetime on Demand.
Unlimited Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-888-383-5155
or visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/ny
DISH TV $59.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. FreeInstallation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions apply.
1-855-614-5018

WANTED
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!
We buy 2002-2018 Cars/
Trucks. Running or Not! Na-

tionwide Free Pickup! Call
1-888-416-2208
Writers Wanted - Tompkins
Weekly/Vizella Media is
looking for county writers to
contribute to the newspaper
on a regular basis. We are
particularly interested in
people connected to Dryden
and Newfield to provide
weekly reports on interesting and community news. If
you want to tell the stories
that matter to you, apply
today. Contact Managing
Editor Jessica Wickham at
jessicaw@vizellamedia.com
for more information on the
position and application
process. We’d love to hear
from you!

LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
The Hidden Door Yoga and
Dance, LLC filed its Articles
of Organization with the
NY Secretary of State
(NYSS) on 6/26/2018. The
office location is Tompkins
County. The NYSS has been
designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process for the LLC
at P.O. Box 366, 27
W. Main Street, Trumansburg, NY 14886. The purpose
of the LLC is to engage in
any lawful purpose.
8/14, 8/21, 8/28, 9/4, 9/11,
9/18.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Plena Curae Botanical
Solutions LLC filed its Articles of Organization with
the NY Secretary of State
(NYSS) on 7/15/2019. The
office location is Tompkins
County. The NYSS has been
designated as the agent
upon whom process may
be served. NYSS shall mail
any process for the LLC at

207 Columbia Street, Ithaca,
NY 14850. The purpose of
the LLC is to engage in any
lawful purpose. 8/21, 8/28,
9/4, 9/11, 9/18, 9/25.

Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Adventuress LLC filed its
Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 8/08/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The
NYSS has been designated
as the agent upon whom
process may be served.
NYSS shall mail any process for the LLC at 3338
Slaterville Rd., Brooktondale, NY 14817. Purpose:
to lead educational nature
engagement events, and
to engage in any and all
business for which LLCs
may be formed under the
New York LLC law. 8/21,
8/28, 9/4, 9/11, 9/18, 9/25.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Nothing Nowhere LLC Art. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
7/22/17. Office: Tompkins

County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 826 Dryden Rd., Apt. 1,
Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose. 8/21,
8/28, 9/4, 9/11, 9/18, 9/25.

Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Dreams Become Realty LLC,
Art. of Org. filed with SSNY
on 5/3/19. Office location:
Tompkins Co. SSNY designated as agent upon whom
process may be served
& shall mail proc.: 411
W. Seneca St., Ithaca, NY
14850. Purpose: any lawful
purpose. 8/21, 8/28, 9/4,
9/11, 9/18, 9/25.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
WE DRIP EXTRACTIONS LLC,
Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY
12/6/2018. Office loc: Tompkins County. SSNY has been
designated as agent upon
whom process against LLC
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC,

407 College Avenue, #248,
Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose:
Any Lawful Purpose. 9/4,
9/11, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9.

Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Smokewagon BBQ LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 6/4/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the
agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process for the
c/o Legalinc Corporate
Services Inc., 1967 Wehrle
Drive, Suite 1 #086, Buffalo,
NY 14221. The purpose of
the LLC is to engage in any
lawful purpose. 9/4, 9/11,
9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Larchwood Farms LLC filed
its Articles of Organization
with the NY Secretary of
State (NYSS) on 5/29/2019.
The office location is
Tompkins County. The NYSS
has been designated as the

agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS shall
mail any process for the LLC
at 3024 Slaterville Rd.,
Brooktondale, NY 14817. The
purpose of the LLC is to engage in any lawful purpose.
9/4, 9/11, 9/18, 9/25, 10/2,
10/9.

Notice of Name Change
Notice is hereby given that
an order entered by the
Supreme court, Tompkins
County, on the 28th day of
August, 2019, bearing Index
Number 2019-0221, a copy
of which may be examined
at the office of the clerk,
located at 320 N. Tioga St.,
Ithaca, NY, grants me the
right to assume the name
of Ves Cecelia Baird. The
city and state of my present
address are 101 Uptown Rd.,
#33, Ithaca, NY., the month
and year of my birth are October 2003; the place of my
birth is Castro Valley, CA;
my present name is Kyleigh
Cecelia Baird.

Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
ZIEGLER CONSTRUCTION
LLC filed its Articles of
Organization with the NY
Secretary of State (NYSS)
on 4/22/2019. The office location is Tompkins County.
The NYSS has been designated as the agent upon
whom process may be
served. NYSS shall mail any
process for the LLC at 445
Brooktondale Rd., Brooktondale, NY 14817. The purpose
of the LLC is to engage in
any lawful purpose. 9/11,
9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9, 10/16.
Notice of Formation of a
Limited Liability Company
Stoa Advisors LLC. Arts
of Org. filed with SSNY on
8/23/2019. Office: Tompkins
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to
the LLC, 406 East Pointe
Drive, Ithaca, NY 148501164. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose. 9/11, 9/18, 9/25,
10/2, 10/9, 10/16.

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

Aug. 10 - Aug. 16
CAROLINE
• Raymond C Quick sold
N/A to Margaret K Frank
and Erik P Frank for
$360,000 on August 12.
• Verne StClair sold 2784
Slaterville Rd to Paul
Galgoczy and Judith
Galgoczy for $295,000 on
August 16.
DANBY
• Thomas D Girshin and
Kristin Girshin sold 2785
Danby Rd to Donald B
Roeser and Sandra J Roeser
for $191,500 on August 12.
DRYDEN
• Larry D Geohring sold
1848 Slaterville Rd to
Michael Meskill and Megan
Sotir for $200,000 on August
12.
• Rocco P Lucebte RET
and RPL Properties LLC Tr
sold Caswell Rd to New
York Land&Lakes Dev for
$1,250,000 on August 14.
• Genevieve C Myers sold
N/A to Minda L Brown and
Donald P Brown for $75,000
on August 14.

• Jennifer S Carpenter
and Jill E Champion sold
6 Ringwood Ct W to Luis
Chapman for $140,000 on
August 15.
• Donald Weston and
Joyce Weston sold 14 Mill
St to Theresa M Fulton
and Steven D Tanksley for
$110,000 on August 15.
ENFIELD
• Eric Gray sold 373 Van
Dorn Rd N to Joshua L
Porter and Jade C Porter for
$157,120 on August 13.
• William Oechslin sold 482
Trumbull Corners Rd to Brad
M Ressler for $52,000 on
August 16.
GROTON
• David L Hellmann sold 446
Davis Rd to Jason R Lilley
for $48,000 on August 14.
• George Zimney sold N/A
to Thomas F Obrien for
$16,000 on August 14.
• Keegan D Mccarty sold
503 Lick St to Robert L
Nelson and Barbara J Nelson
for $102,000 on August 15.

for $400,000 on August 13.

for $215,000 on August 16.

• Victor W Pickard and
Julilly K Hausmann sold 824
Aurora St N to Daniel Torop
and Catherine Fennell for
$345,000 on August 13.

• Charles A Muirhead sold
N/A to Zachary M Boggs
and Isabel Boggs-Fernandez
for $67,500 on August 16.

• Hazel B Brampton and
Beth Brampton sold 131
Christopher Cir to Shaina
R Sawyer and Kibwe C
Enrique-Sawyer for $225,000
on August 14.
• Joseph W Gillam sold 205
Buffalo St W to Daralee
Archin for $253,655 on
August 14.
• Peter J Miller sold 1309
State St E to Fikret Aydemir
and Tolunay Beker-Aydemir
for $274,000 on August 15.
• Janivar Plaza East LLC
sold N/A to Cherster
Heights Equities for
$9,250,000 on August 15.
• Timothy J Durnford and
Susan E Durnford sold 9
Cornell Walk to Christina
Florea for $333,000 on
August 16.

ITHACA

• Jodi L Wadach sold 113
Warwick Pl to David A
Leonardo for $365,000 on
August 16.

• Richard S Sheriman sold
412 Aurora St N to Joel D
Brain and Hillary J Boucher

• Andrew R Bergstrom sold
514 Warren Rd to Michael H
Gary and Amylee E Barden

LANSING
• Christine C Lee sold 3
Reach Run to Jingjie Yeo
and Xin Lian for $528,500 on
August 12.
• John F Young and Susan
M Barnett sold 438 Asbury
Rd to Molly J Birecree for
$150,000 on August 13.

Anthony Raggi and Melissa
Raggi for $418,000 on
August 16.
• Robert J Dean sold N/A to
Robert J Dean and Diane D
Carpenter for $157,500 on
August 16.
NEWFIELD
• William Ward and
Kimberly Ward sold
Stonehaven Cir to David M
Earll and Ashley A Earll for
$237,100 on August 16.

ULYSSES
• Lisa A Moracco sold 19
Gregg St to Crystal Collins
for $215,000 on August 15.
• David A Tyler and Lucia
D Tyler sold 5396 Rice Rd
to Robert L Lenseth and
Heather M Lenseth for
$707,000 on August 15.
• Gail Shapiro and Peter
Fry sold 106 Tamarack Ln to
Charles T Day and Abigail
B Snyder for $400,000 on
August 16.

• Christopehr R Negley and
Michelle R Negley sold 204
Van Ostrand Rd to Darin R
Buck for $290,000 on August
14.
• Paulette Clancy and
Stephen M Thompson
sold 39 Smugglers Path to
Anthony P Sidari and Laura
T Sidari for $632,500 on
August 15.
• SKR Land LLC sold N/A
to Lansing Town Of for
$205,000 on August 15.
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• Robert J Holdsworth sold
Warren Rd to Stephen P
Lucente and Patricia W
Lucente for $201,000 on
August 15.

@TompkinsWeekly

• National Res Nominee
Svcs sold 19 Aspen Way to
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Wednesday, Sept. 11

Sponsored by:

EDITOR’S CHOICE: A SURVEY OF WEB COMICS

n Coffee Talk: A peer mentoring
business circle
WHERE: Alternatives FCU, second floor,
125 N. Fulton St., Ithaca
TIME: 9:15 to 10:30 a.m.
MORE INFO: You can’t do it all by yourself. How do you build a team to provide
the support and resources you need as
a business owner? Who do you need?
Where do you find them? Join us to discuss putting your support team together. Please RSVP. For more information,
call Alternatives FCU at (607) 216-3423
or cents@alternatives.org

n Cover Crops for the Home
Garden
WHERE: CCE-Tompkins Education Center, 615 Willow Ave., Ithaca
TIME: 6 to 8 p.m.
MORE INFO: Reduce your carbon
footprint and enhance your soil all at
once! Come learn what cover crops do
well in our area and which ones work
best for your garden situation. We’ll cap
off the evening with a hands-on cover
crop planting demonstration in the CCE
garden. Cost: $10-$20/person self-determined sliding scale; pay what you can
afford. Register online at db.ccetompkins.org. Questions? Contact Jennie
Cramer, horticulture program manager,
at jrc10@cornell.edu or (607) 272-2292
ext. 146.

Friday, Sept. 13
n Style Engineers
WHERE: SewGreen, 112 N. Cayuga St.,
Ithaca
TIME: 6 to 8 p.m.
MORE INFO: High-schoolers 13 to 19
are invited to Style Engineers at SewGreen 6 to 8 pm every Friday evening,
starting September 13. Our classroom
is a haven for sewing, costume, and
fashion explorations. Sessions are led
by our fabulous teacher, Sasha Oliveau.
Our classroom has sewing machines,
sergers, and an embroidery machine for
student use. Let us know if you would
like more information or a tour of the
classroom. Register for Style Engineers
at www.sewgreen.org/our-classes

Monday, Sept. 16
n A Fine Romance: Jewish
Songwriters, American Songs

Tuesday, Sept. 17
n Comic Book Club of Ithaca presents “A Survey of Web Comics”
WHERE: Tompkins County Public Library, back study room, 101 E. Green St.,
Ithaca
TIME: 7 to 8 p.m.
MORE INFO: For decades already, cartoonists, writers and artists have been
using the web as the medium for their stories. As with comics in print, you can
find web-based comics in all genres, and there is way too much for any one person to keep track of on their own. Bring a list of your own web-based favorite
comics, and join the Comic Book Club of Ithaca for a survey of the world of Web
Comics! The CBCI is a registered non-profit organization. The Club meets on
the first and third Tuesdays of the month, and meetings are free and open to
pop culture fans of all ages. For more information, check out the Club’s website
at comicbookclub.org.
beginning of the adventures this fall at
the Southworth Library. Captain Jack
Sparrow returns for our Pirate Day on
Saturday, Sept. 14! Special guest Josh
Bagicalupi, our school superintendent,
will show his inner pirate as he reads
pirate tales and shanties from 12:30 to
1 p.m. From 1 to 2 p.m., Captain Jack
Sparrow will teach us all to be pirates
and share his own new story. Each
family receives a free copy of “I Be a Pirate” to take home, thanks to the Rosen
Library Fund.

Saturday, Sept. 14
n Eight Square Schoolhouse
Open House
WHERE: Eight Square Schoolhouse,
1748 Hanshaw Rd., Dryden
TIME: 2 to 4 p.m.
MORE INFO: Brought to you by The
History Center in Tompkins County.
Celebrate our local history at the Eight
Square Schoolhouse and welcome our
new executive director, Ben Sandberg.
Drop in anytime for games, ice cream,
and a lesson in old penmanship! The
celebration will be held at the Eight
Square Schoolhouse. If you need
assistance with handicap accessibility or have other questions, contact
eightsquare@thehistorycenter.net.

n Pirate Day
WHERE: Southworth Library, 24 W. Main
St., Dryden
TIME: 12:30 to 2 p.m.
MORE INFO: Who can resist sea shanties and pirates? Pirates are just the
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music by Fauré, Gaubert and Prokofiev.
Featured performers include Wendy
Herbener Mehne, Christina Bouey,
Anthony Bracewell, Rosemary Elliott,
and Xak Bjerken. Ticket-holders are
invited to a post-concert reception with
the performers. Tickets are available at
BrownPaperTickets.com or by calling
800.838.3006. Tickets also available
at the door. For more information or
questions: Cayuga Chamber Orchestra
at 607.273.8981 or info@CCOithaca.org

n Electric Cars! Ride & Drive
WHERE: Press Bay Alley parking lot, 118
W. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MORE INFO: FREE! Dozens of all-electric and plug-in hybrid cars to look at,
ride in and some to test drive. Talk with
real owners about how their EV works,
where they got it, what it costs, how
the rebates work, where they charge
it, and more! If you have an EV, bring
it to show. Register to attend, volunteer, or bring your car at http://bit.ly/
NDEW2019-Ithaca

Sunday, Sept. 15
n Streets Alive! Ithaca
WHERE: South Plain Street from Green
Street to Elmira Road, Clinton Street
from Corn to Albany, and South Titus
Street from Plain to Fair
TIME: 1 to 5 p.m.
MORE INFO: If you haven’t experienced
SEPT. 11 – 17, 2019

a Streets Alive! Ithaca before, what a
happy surprise awaits. The streets are
closed to cars and your neighbors spill
into the street. There’s strolling, music,
food trucks, laundry baskets perched
on skateboards, games, bubble blowing,
chalk drawings, decorated bikes, kids,
teens, grandpappies and pups. Visit
bikewalktompkins.org to volunteer,
host an activity along the route or learn
more.

n Building Unity: Cleaning the
Hate
WHERE: Wood Park, 401 Wood St.,
Ithaca
TIME: 5 p.m.
MORE INFO: As hate crimes increase
and partisan divisions continue to deepen, our community needs opportunities
to come together in positive ways. The
fourth annual “Building Unity: Cleaning
the Hate” offers one such opportunity.
The event will begin at 5 p.m. with music
by Vitamin L, a project partner of the
Center for Transformative Action, whose
purpose is to “spread love and goodwill through music.” The introductory
concert will be followed by a vegetarian
dish-to-pass, a community conversation
about how we can build unity in our
community and country, and a cleanup of trash around Wood and Ithaca
skate parks. (A tent and umbrellas will
be provided in case of rain.) The free
event is co-sponsored by the Interfaith
Center for Action and Healing, and all
are welcome. For more information,
email ithacacucme@gmail.com or see
ICUCME’s website at icu-cme.org.

n Fauré in Fall
WHERE: First Unitarian Church, 306 N.
Aurora St, Ithaca
TIME: 3 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Cayuga Chamber
Orchestra will present the first Chamber
Music Series concert of the 2019-2020
season, “Fauré in Fall.” It will feature

WHERE: Textor 101 on the Ithaca College campus, 953 Danby Rd., Ithaca
TIME: 7:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Ithaca College Jewish
Studies Program will sponsor a talk by
author David Lehman discussing contributions to the Great American Songbook by Jewish-American songwriters
such as George Gerswhin, Irving Berlin
and Leonard Bernstein. Free and open
to the public. More information can be
found at events.ithaca.edu.

Tuesday, Sept. 17
n Fragmented Democracy:
Medicaid, Federalism and
Unequal Politics
WHERE: 107 Olin Library, Cornell University, 161 Ho Plaza, Ithaca
TIME: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: In a Chats in the Stacks
talk, Jamila Michener will discuss her
new book “Fragmented Democracy:
Medicaid, Federalism, and Unequal
Politics.” An assistant professor of
government, Michener examines how
federalism intersects with the largest
public health insurer in the United
States. She exposes the political and
social consequences for impoverished
and marginalized Americans most in
need of vital resources from the federal
government.

n Youth Mental Health First Aid
WHERE: Tompkins County Public
Library, Borg Warner Room, 101 E. Green
St., Ithaca
TIME: 12:30 to 5 p.m.
MORE INFO: Youth Mental Health
First Aid USA is an eight-hour public
education program that introduces
participants to the unique risk factors
and warning signs of mental health
problems in adolescents, builds understanding of the importance of early
intervention and teaches individuals
how to help an adolescent in crisis or
experiencing a mental health challenge.
To register, please email Melanie Little
at mlittle@mhaedu.org. If you do not
have access to email, call Melanie at the
Mental Health Association, 607-2739250. The cost of the course is $80/
person, but there may be scholarship
funding available to help lower the cost.

PHOTO BRIEFS
Endowment established for Ithaca College

Heather McDaniel receives recertification

Photo provided

A $30 million gift - the largest single endowment Ithaca College has ever
received - will facilitate access to the college’s Park Scholar Program,
helping to ensure that high-achieving students from across the nation
will continue dedicating themselves to making IC’s campus, the Ithaca
community and the world a better place. The endowment supporting the
Park Scholar Program is the sum of gifts from the estates of Roy and
Dorothy Park and the Park Foundation. Housed within the Roy H. Park
School of Communications, the program awards scholarships each year
to a select group of incoming students who aspire to be part of a dynamic
learning community and conscientious communications professionals.
The scholarships cover the full cost of attendance, including tuition, living
expenses, and a books and technology stipend. Through a mixture of
academic and service programming, scholars take action and give back to
their communities and use the power of mass communication to make a
positive impact on the world.

Photo provided

Heather McDaniel, president of Tompkins County Area Development
(TCAD), has been awarded re-certification by the International Economic
Development Council (IEDC) effective Oct. 1. McDaniel first achieved the
Certified Economic Developer designation in 2016. CEcD recertification,
required every three years, was awarded to McDaniel, who met demanding
requirements for continuing education and service to the profession. With
13 years of economic development experience, McDaniel became president
of Tompkins County Area Development in 2018. The designation of CEcD
is a highly recognized national recognition that denotes a mastery of
principal skills in economic development, professional attainment and a
commitment to professional growth. McDaniel first earned certification by
passing a rigorous three-part, two-day examination, testing her knowledge,
proficiency and judgment in the key areas of economic development.
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NEWS/PHOTO BRIEFS
Community Arts Partnership grants

Photo by Sheryl Sinkow/Ithaca College

Photo by Lisa Lyons

From left to right, Samuel Debbie, Gillian Ross, Megan Chevallard, Audrey Lyons
and Sirus Desnoes at the “House of Bakersville” dress rehearsal. Sirus has been
busy this summer, participating in many plays and musicals.

SIRUS
Continued from page 10

performances. Sirus’ mother attends
as many performances as she can,
despite her role as budget director at
Cornell. She likes watching how the
cast progresses from the first to the
last show.
The first week in August meant
two morning plays at the Hangar
Theatre and an evening performance
at the Kitchen Theater. That added

These are the Dorothy Cotton Singers, who were recently awarded a Grant
for Arts Programs by the Community Arts Partnership (CAP). Since
its inception in 1992, CAP has administered over 4.6 million in grants to
Tompkins County arts organizations, not-for-profits, individual artists and
public schools. Tompkins County not-for-profits and artists are invited
to take a look at the four 2020 grants offered through the Community
Arts Partnership. Deadlines for applications starts on Oct. 3 Guidelines,
applications and lists of past recipients are at CAP’s website, ArtsPartner.
org. The privately funded Specific Opportunity Stipend (SOS) provides
funds for artists to take advantage of strategic career opportunities. CAP’s
public programs connect artists to audiences and include the Greater
Ithaca Art Trail, the Spring Writes Literary Festival, the CAP ArtSpace and
the Ithaca Artist Market.

Tapan Mitra Preserve

up to late nights and early mornings.
Fortunately, Sirus father, Garth
Desnoes, a fire protection specialist
at Cornell, works an early schedule,
so one parent or brother Darius could
be counted on for lots of chauffeuring.
Watching the young co-stars
and fans flock around Sirus for
autographs after the Hangar show
and watching him hold his own as
one of the youngest performers in
“Katrina,” Sirus already has the
bearing of an adult. No matter what
Sirus decides to pursue in the future,
his young fans will be glad they hung
on to those autographs from the days
when he was just getting launched.

Photo by Betsy Darlington

The Finger Lakes Land Trust recently renamed its Cayuga Inlet
Conservation Area in Ithaca as the Tapan Mitra Preserve in honor of the
late Dr. Tapan Mitra, a leading economic theorist and long-serving Cornell
professor. Mitra’s professional accomplishments shaped both his discipline
and his department. His commitment to colleagues and students rivaled
only his concern for the environment. During his life, Mitra collaborated
with the Land Trust to identify key priorities of the organization as a part of
his estate planning process. He was inspired by the experience of local math
teacher and Land Trust member, Dave Bock, whose family donated what is
now the Bock-Harvey Forest Preserve in Enfield. This collaboration led to
a $200,000 bequest, which was administered by the Community Foundation
of Tompkins County. The Tapan Mitra Preserve protects one mile of
streambank along the Cayuga Lake Inlet and a short but critical section of
the Finger Lakes Trail. It borders over 2,000 acres of previously conserved
lands, including a Cornell Botanic Gardens natural area and Robert H.
Treman State Park, which connects through the Land Trust’s Lick Brook
Gorge preserves to Buttermilk Falls State Park. This network is a popular
destination for residents and visitors, and is accessible by bus from the
Cornell campus.
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BUSINESS
MAMA SAID
Continued from page 12

Press Bay Alley, with their first
permanent storefront, making the
hand pies so many had come to know
and love.
Customer reaction has been
overwhelmingly positive, Flores
said. Oftentimes, a group of people
will venture to Press Bay Alley, with
one member curious enough to try
a hand pie. Five minutes later, every
member of their group comes up to
the counter, wanting a taste of what
their friend said was so good. Kids,
too, will want a taste from their
parents.
“The second they get a bite, game
over for that pie,” Flores said.
Flores said their strong, homestyle flavors fit right in with the
multicultural nature of Ithaca and
Tompkins County as a whole.
“Ithaca has this metropolitan feel
or vibe to it even though it’s so small.
… There’s a global quality to it,”
Flores said.
The best reward, Flores said, is
when a customer says Mama Said
food is a reminder of where they
grew up, whether that be Ithaca or
anywhere else around the world. He
said it’s a quality people can’t find
anywhere else but home.
Part of that quality comes from
local ingredients, which the couple
insists upon for both the taste and the
sake of the community. Flores said
he likes knowing exactly where their
ingredients are coming from, and he
likes forming connections with local
farmers. That, he said, it why Mama
Said will never become an assembly
line.
“The second you start massproducing, you lose some level of
quality,” he said.
Flores and Takashima have been
married now for over 17 years, Flores
said, so there is a strong synergy
between the two when running a
business. She’s the idea person and
the chef, while he’s the logistical
person charged with bringing those
ideas to life. Together, they make a
great team, Flores said.
“There’s always a comfort between
the two of us as far as making
decisions and having more patience,
and that’s a huge part of it,” he said.
To always give people a new
experience when they come, Mama

Photo by Jessica Wickham

From left to right, Press Bay Alley and Court Developer John Guttridge, Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jennifer
Tavares, Mayor Svante Myrick, Clare and Madailein Flores, Hiroko Takashima, Gabe Flores and Downtown Ithaca Alliance
Executive Director Gary Ferguson at the Mama Said Hand Pies ribbon cutting on July 24.
Said frequently changes up the menu,
like coming up with bolder flavors to
stuff into each hand pie. Flores said
his kids are the main taste-testers for
new menu items, and for good reason,
too.
“If you put the food in front of them
and it disappears, it’ll do the same in
the shop,” he said.
Owning a business like this for the
first time means there are still plenty
of bumps in the road, Flores said.
They are still getting used to how
much to make ahead of time to keep
the experience easy and convenient
for customers.
“There’s too much to do many days
where the patience has to be there for
me,” Flores said.
Despite changing times making
vegan and diet options popular,
Flores said he is confident that their
pies will never go stale.
“Pies have been around for
centuries, millennia,” he said.
“People have had dough filled with
things as their food for how many
years. … They are comforting, so I
think we’ll be OK.”
No matter the challenge, Flores and
Takashima have no regrets. Seeing
the happy faces on so many people
after tasting their pies makes it well
worth it.
“It’s quite a ride. I’ve never owned
my own business before,” Flores said.
“It is being able to do it, and actually
to achieve [it] is quite something.”

HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY

Photo provided by The History Center of Tompkins County
In 1812, a law was passed establishing funding for common schools in New York state, but some of the earliest
high schools were private “academies.” The Groton
Academy was founded in 1837 and became part of the
public system in 1872. The building was destroyed by fire
in 1882.
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OPINION/LANSING
BRIDGE
Continued from page 5

“When my son remodeled, he found
an old whiskey barrel,” Marion said.
Demand for the liquor and beer was
at least partially driven by crewmen
off the barges that came down the
lake to load the boats with salt.

“At the ribbon-cutting, they
dedicated the bridge to Nick.
He was the first person to walk
across it.”
MARION GEORGE
Most of the Myers men worked
in the salt mines as well, according
to Marion. Nick left school at 15 to
work in the store when his father’s
lumbago flared up. When his father
got better, Nick became a laborer
at the mines, loading boxcars and
trucks and running the payloader.
When the day’s work was done,
they’d go to the bridge.
“The guys would get together on
the bridge and shoot the breeze,”
Marion said. “It was the after work
congregation point. People would
say ‘go see Nick on the bridge.’”
Marion remembers the boys on the
bridge.
“There was Gus Isaac,” Marion
said. “My brothers Al ‘Otsie’
George and Gary ‘Monk’ George.
The brothers Cal, Fred and Bob
Caliel. John George. Casper ‘Coach’
George. Just about everybody had
a nickname. Jeff Solomon Jr., Dick
Solomon, Tom ‘Talkie’ Marshall,
who lived next to the bridge. Abe
‘Ebo’ Abraham, Cal Abraham, Danny
Francis, … Frank Trinkl and Donald
‘Smokie’ Wagner.”
As boys, the gang would play
basketball in the flood-ravaged
houses between the railroad tracks
and the lakeshore and get salt pills
from Salt Point for sling-shot battles.
Nick and Marion would cut ice from
the creek in the winter and store it
for Marion’s father’s beer garden in
layers of ice and sawdust.
They’d go to church on Sundays in
the Syrian chapel on the hill above
the creek.
As young men, they would hunt
ducks, rabbits and pheasants in the
tangle and marsh of Salt Point. And
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in the evenings, they’d go see Nick on
the bridge.
“The town they all came from was
called B’malke, in Syria,” Marion
said. “I always wonder how they
found this place. I guess that they
knew somebody who worked here
and let everyone know that there
was work, so they all migrated here.
It was like they picked up that little
town in Syria and put it down in
Myers.”
The old bridge was built from
creosoted logs and planks laid crosswise in two layers. Spring floods
would drive logs against the pilings.
In 1937, they tore it down and
replaced it with the current bridge.
“At the ribbon-cutting, they
dedicated the bridge to Nick,”
Marion said. “He was the first person
to walk across it. Then the whole
thing got lost in the shuffle.”
Nick died in 1998 at the age of
70, and 20 years later, the Town of
Lansing Highway Department built
an earthen pedestal for the stone
bought by the George Family.
These days, Marion comes to the
bridge to think about his “brother
Nick,” to pull weeds from around
his memorial stone and to remember
that whole gang of young men who
got together there come evening.

IN BRIEF:
Suicide Prevention Walk Slated
for Myers
The American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention will hold their
“Out of Darkness Greater Ithaca
Walk” Sept. 14 from noon to 2 p.m. in
Myers Park. Check in and registration
will begin at 10:30 a.m.

Library Hosts Innkeeper
Lynette Scofield, former owner
and innkeeper of The William Henry
Miller Inn in Ithaca, will present
“My life in serving breakfast to 20 or
how to fold a fitted sheet” on Sept. 18
at 7 p.m. at the Lansing Community
Library.
Scofield’s presentation will cover
the history of her inn, a typical day
in the life of an innkeeper, stories
of interesting guests and recipes
from Scofield’s new cookbook
“Eight Broads in the Kitchen.” The
cookbook will be for sale afterwards.
This event is free and open to the
public. Call 607-533-4939 to reserve a
spot.
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BRIGHTEN
Continued from page 7

and size of light bulb these days, in
their local hardware stores or online.
Brighten Up Caroline is not only
about LED light bulbs, though that
is certainly the starting point. Each
hand-sewn bag will contain literature
explaining other ways that residents
can make their homes more efficient
and save money.
An appointment with an energy
navigator from Get Your Green Back
Tompkins is a great place to start.
Energy Navigators give unbiased
advice to both homeowners and
renters about the options available
to them, including subsidies and
rebates, she said.
Our Brighten Up volunteers
and local energy navigators will
encourage people to get an Energy
Audit - a $250 value free to anyone
earning under $178,000 per year.
Currently, there are programs to
help people weatherize their homes,
switch to solar power (on site or
through a solar farm) and install
more
energy-efficient
heating
systems. In fact, we are partnering
with another local organization,
HeatSmart Tompkins, to spread the
word about heat pumps.
Many times, sorting through
options and filling out the paperwork
are more daunting than the actual

work.
That is why projects like Brighten
Up
Caroline
and
HeatSmart
Tompkins, and people like Energy
Navigators, are so valuable.
I am actively seeking additional
volunteers to sew bags or distribute
light bulbs. (Oct. 5, 6, 26 and 27 will be
the major door-to-door distribution
days this fall.)
In addition, I also encourage
residents in other towns to contact
her if they would like to imitate the
Brighten Up campaign in their own
communities. Local high school or
college students who are interested
in studying the program or doing an
internship should also reach out.
Community projects are a great
place to meet like-minded people
and build a sense of purpose and
accomplishment.
This
project
meant to be studied and shared and
expanded.
Contact Brighten Up Caroline
via
their
website,
www.
brightenupcaroline.com, or connect
with coordinator Emily Adams
during the HeatSmart Tompkins’s
presentation at the Brooktondale
Fire House on Saturday, Sept. 14 from
10 a.m. to noon.
This is the latest installment of
the Signs of Sustainability series
produced by Sustainable Tompkins.
For more information about the
organization, visit their website at
SustainableTompkins.org.

SPORTS
GUS MACKER
Continued from page 20

of the school year in 2020 to make it
an even bigger hit.
“Other than [the date], it’s a foolproof plan. Gus has a manual. You
follow it to a T. You work with the
folks who come in and help you with
the tournament,” Brooks said. “If
you do it the way they lay it out for
you, it’s simple. We’re just excited to
be a part of it and bringing it to the
community.”
The excitement was palpable from
the participants as well. The Certified
Hoopers, a group of young girls from
Elmira, won the championship game
of their tournament in sudden death.
Alivya Woodruff, who hit the winning
shot, said she was “floating on top of
the world” when she celebrated with
her teammates.
Equal competition was something
Brooks emphasized prior to the
tournament, and that was certainly
on display over the weekend.
“The concept of it is pretty amazing.
You have people at all kinds of levels,
and you play within your level,”
Brooks said. “So, if you’re like me,
you’re 47 years old and haven’t played
ball on a regular basis in forever,
you’re not going to play a bunch of
high school and college basketball
players. So, it’s competitive to your
level.”
One tournament final that got very
competitive was at the high school
level between the Ithaca Rising
Stars and Syracuse Net Warmers.
The Rising Stars had to win two
games over their opponents to lift
the trophy. Both games were intense
and physical, and the Rising Stars
expressed a great amount of relief
afterward.

SISTERS
Continued from page 20

Hall of Fame Tournament. During
some of the downtime, a friendly
competition commenced between the
teammates.
“We had to take a song and make a
parody of it that was soccer-related
and then we had to make a dance to
it,” Zoe said.
While the teammates all argued
whose group should have won the
contest, they all agreed that no one
is being left out this year, and the
camaraderie is very strong.
“This year, we’re more cohesive
altogether,” Getzin said.
With their sights set on winning the

Photo by Dan Doherty

Ben Susskind of the Ithaca Rising Stars (right) takes a shot against the Syracuse Super Girls during the Gus Macker 3-on-3
Tournament Sunday.
“At first, when I heard we had to
play two games and win, I had a little
doubt,” Tyrone Dean said. “But I got
my team, and my team got me, so I
knew we were going to win.”
Being on essentially the home
team, Justin Yearwood was happy to
“send those boys back to ’Cuse” after
their hard-fought victory.
The Rising Stars also had a team at
the elementary level, ranging from
eight to 10 years of age, that won their
respective tournament. It was a great
experience for the young kids who
had never been a part of something
like this.
“We’ve gone to Goshen and stuff

because we never have tournaments
in Ithaca, so this is great,” said Ben
Susskind, a member of the young
team.
One of his teammates, Israel Mack,
expressed that they never received
a gold trophy before, making this
weekend that much more special.
While Brooks already has next
year’s event planned out, his vision
reaches well beyond 2020. He intends
on making Gus Macker an integral
part of Ithaca in the future.
“It’s just this opportunity to bring a
tremendous amount of people in the
community together, to invite people
into your community, see what

Ithaca’s all about,” Brooks said. “If
you do it right and people have fun,
then they go tell other people. I think
Norwich, New York, has been doing
this for 20 years. We want to be able to
say we’ve been doing it for 25, 30 years
one day.”
The
community
involvement
is a main sticking point of the
tournament
for
Brooks,
who
expressed gratitude to the over 20
local sponsors that helped support
the event. With his sights set on
having double the participants next
year, the Gus Macker Tournament is
here to stay and is a great addition to
the Ithaca community.

Section IV tournament for a second
straight year, the girls wants to go
beyond their first-round exit from
the 2018 New York State Tournament.
Building on their strong bonds can
help them reach those heights.
“I think one thing we’re focusing
on is all being on the same page, like
all being able to work hard all the
time and work hard as a unit,” Zoe
said. “I do think that having a bunch
of sisters on the team and people
who know each other so well, that’s
probably helped with that.”
At the writing of this article, the
Ithaca Little Red are 1-1-1 on the
season and recently tallied their
first win, a 6-0 shutout against
Binghamton. The sisters and their
teammates have settled in and are
primed to make another run at states.

UPCOMING HIGH SCHOOL BROADCASTS
Dryden at Lansing Boys Soccer on Sept. 17 at 7:00 p.m.
Elmira Notre Dame at Trumansburg Football on Sept. 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Elmira at Ithaca Boys Soccer on Sept. 23 at 7:00 p.m.
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SPORTS

In partnership with:

KEY MATCHUPS: Sept. 13: Girls Soccer - Groton at Marathon • Sept. 13: Football - Ithaca at Corning-Painted Post • Sept. 17: Boys Soccer - Dryden at Lansing

SOCCER

The sisterhood of Ithaca soccer
Three sets of Ithaca
girls soccer sisters tell
their stories
By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA
The Ithaca Little Red girls soccer
team is coming off a great season in
which it won the Section IV Class
AA tournament. The Little Red look
to build on that result last year, and
helping them achieve that goal are
three pairs of sisters.
Senior captain Zoe Getzin and her
younger sister Lucy, a sophomore,
have been playing together in some
capacity for the past seven years.
Senior twins Emma and Abby Hagen
have been teammates as long as they
can remember. This year, however,
is the first time that Morgan and
Samantha Haaf are on the same
school team since Morgan is a senior
and Samantha is a freshman.
Morgan’s final season on the team
will be a special one, and she said that
it’s great to see her younger sister
grow as a player in the same uniform
she’s wearing. While Morgan was
feeling
sentimental,
Samantha
claimed that playing with her sibling
is “not that different,” which drew a
laugh from her teammates.
The strongest connection may just
be shared by the Hagen twins. Playing
on the left side of the field together,
they get to connect on plays often.
“It’s funny because our brains
basically work the same. We’re
always on the same page. And we
play outside of school together. We
play club together,” Abby said, “So
having someone else on the field that
basically knows your every move, it’s
really nice because we connect really
well. Especially since we’re on the
same side of the field, that makes it
pretty easy.”
Not only are their brains in sync; so

Photo by Dan Doherty

Members of the Ithaca High School girls soccer team (from left to right): Abby Hagen, Emma Hagen, Lucy Getzin, Zoe Getzin,
Morgan Haaf and Samantha Haaf.
are their bodies, as both were nursing
injuries to start the season.
“We had the same injury at the
same time on the same leg. But we’re
both at pretty much 100%,” Abby
said. “It’s nice because we get to stay
on top of each other about trying to
get better and doing the right things.”
While two years separate Zoe and
Lucy Getzin, the younger Lucy’s
skill level has enabled them to play
together for the past seven years.
When Lucy first reached the high
school team, having her older sister
waiting for her certainly made the
transition a breeze. She explained
that it was much easier to make
friends and fit in as opposed to being

the lone Getzin on the team.
On that note, Morgan added that
she felt the same way this year, but
the other way around. Having her
younger sister Samantha be a part
of the group of freshmen joining the
team helped her get to know the firstyear players that much quicker.
Chemistry is a focal point for the
team this year, and the players were
insistent that this team is incredibly
tight-knit in comparison to prior
seasons.
“In the past years, we’ve definitely
struggled a lot with chemistry,”
Emma said. “Having all these siblings
on the team and having the age group
that we have right now, we’ve all

been playing together for years in
the offseason. So that definitely helps
us with connecting and finding each
other on the field and just being able
to help each other when we struggle
with different soccer-related things.”
She added that the connection goes
beyond the field with this team, and
helping each other with homework is
a regular occurrence. Another boost
to the morale of the Little Red have
been team-building exercises.
This past weekend, Ithaca girls
soccer was in Schenectady for the
New York State Sportswriters and
Coaches Organization for Girls Sports

See SISTERS, on page 19

BASKETBALL

Ithaca Gus Macker Tournament a resounding success
By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA
Two days, 14 tournaments, 15
courts, 108 teams, 413 players: The
first Gus Macker 3-on-3 Basketball
Tournament in Ithaca was an
overwhelming success.
With the help of the Greater Ithaca
Activities Center, the nationally
recognized basketball entity gave
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people of all ages from central New
York and beyond a chance to compete
in a great atmosphere last weekend.
The Ithaca High School parking lot
was transformed into a basketball
paradise.
Special
red-and-white
rubber flooring was featured on
two of the courts, one specifically
for the highest skilled players and
the other for the youngest children
participating to add to their

SEPT. 11 – 17, 2019

experience.
Word of the tournament certainly
got out, as teams from Elmira,
Syracuse and even Buffalo and New
Jersey flocked to Ithaca to try and
take home a trophy. That was exactly
what GIAC Deputy Director and local
tournament organizer Travis Brooks
expected.
“We were told that if we have a Gus
[Macker Tournament], people will

come,” Brooks said. “Next year, we’re
actually going to move it up and we
anticipate double the numbers.”
Looking back on the weekend, the
date is the only thing Brooks would
change. He explained that many kids
couldn’t participate due to obligations
with school teams. The plan is to hold
the tournament right before the start

See GUS MACKER, on page 19

