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5-year-old Jamieon Hunt said that he wanted to offer a prayer
after handing residents of Autumn Winds Assisted Living
gloves, socks, and Valentine’s Day cards. “Amen, and You're a
good God, and we’re grateful,” Hunt said in ending his prayer.
See more photos on page 2A.

(Monitor photo by Brynna Williamson)

Bevill v. City of Quitman,
et al. case dominated Quitman
City Council meeting

BY BRYNNA WILLIAMSON
news@wood.cm

The Quitman City Council met Thursday, Feb.
12 to discuss the Bevill v. City of Quitman, et al.
case just eight days after they met to discuss it
on Feb. 4.

The case stemmed from what Terry Bevill
claimed was a wrongful termination in 2017.
Bevill, the former Quitman Police Captain,

See QUITMAN, Page 8A

Wood County Sherift’s deputy, DPS trooper
shot, subject killed in warrant uttempt

BY BRYNNA WILLIAMSON
news@wood.cm

A Wood County sheriff’s dep-
uty, a Texas DPS trooper and a
suspect were shot Saturday, Feb.
14 during an attempt to serve six
felony warrants, according to the
Wood County Sheriff’s Office.
The suspect, Cody Lee Hender-
son, 45, later died.

The Sheriff’s Office has with-
held the names of the officers.

Several deputies and DPS per-
sonnel went to a home north of
Quitman, south of the intersec-
tion of FM 515 and FM 2966,
to execute the warrants, Wood
County reported. The want-
ed subject, who was inside the
house, began firing at officers
from a semi-automatic weapon,
hitting the officers.

After attempts to get the sub-
ject to exit and surrender, the
residence was breached, knock-
ing a large hole in the end of the
house. The suspect continued to
fire at law enforcement, who re-
turned fire.

The Sheriff’s Office noted that
they also used tear gas and nego-

A file mugshot of the suspect, Cody Lee Henderson. Above-right, A Google Maps view of
the suspect’s house previous to the forced entry. (Courtesy photo)

tiations in an attempt to get the
subject to surrender for several
hours.

The Sheriff’s Office said that
the suspect was ultimately
“transported to Quitman Hos-
pital where he was pronounced
deceased.”

Both wounded officers were
reported in “critical but stable
condition.” The deputy sus-
tained multiple wounds, while
the trooper had a lower extrem-
ity injury, according to DPS. The
officers were expected to make a

full recovery as of the morning of
Feb. 16.

The incident also brought the
Wood County Special Response
Team and the Texas Rangers.

The wanted subject had the fol-
lowing warrants on his record:

Unauthorized use of a motor
vehicle.

Unlawful possession of a fire-
arm by a felon.

Theft of firearm.

Evading arrest with a vehicle.

Two warrants for possession of
controlled substance.

Farms on Thursday, Feb. 12.

The sun sets over Mineola as hungry visitors line up to try food from the
Greet Bites food truck during the Valentine’s Farmers Market held at Sorelle

At right, Kaylee Swoape of Golden performs an acoustic set at the market.

See more photos, Pages 9A and 14A. (Monitor photos by James Taylor)
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Utility bill assistance applications
open for East Texas nonprofit

A mobile delivery unit for GET-
CAP (Greater East Texas Com-
munity Action Program) Energy
Assistance will be at 212 E. Goode
St in Quitman on Feb. 24 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. According to a press
release, the organization helps the
qualifying elderly, disabled, and
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working poor obtain assistance
for high utility bills. The mobile
unit will answer questions and
provide applications.

“We encourage households to
apply for assistance, as we know
the need is great,” said Program

Manager Teresa Jones. “We are

making a special effort to reach
people who have never applied.
Multiple months of assistance
could provide relief into the hot
summer months.”

For more information, visit the
GETCAP website at www.get-
cap.org or call 800-621-5746.

.................... 3A

.................... 6A Page 2A
.................... 5A | Students given new opportuni-
............. 10-13A ties at Mineola ISD

Mineola plans
America?50

celebrations

BY BRYNNA WILLIAMSON

news@wood.cm

July 4th, 2026, is the 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.

To celebrate the anniversary, or the “Semiquin-
centennial,” Mineola is putting on a real show.

The America250 informal committee met at
city hall on Wednesday, Feb. 11 to give updates
on each member organization’s plans for the
event.

Many local organizations and individuals
are working together to offer a celebration that
is above and beyond. Participants include the
Mineola Civic Center, the Lake Country Play-
house and the Historic Select Theater, the Min-
eola Memorial Library, Wisener Field Airport,
the Rotary Club, the Mineola League of the Arts
and the Kiwanis Club.

Current plans include a parachuting event at
the football stadium; a laser light show from
the theater; a giant canvas dart painting and
free watermelon from the Mineola League of
the Arts; a fly-in and pancake breakfast from
Wisener Field; a 22-foot “Red, White, and
Cool” waterslide, cornhole, giant Jenga, etc. at
the Civic Center; a reading of the Declaration
of Independence by women in period costume
from the Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) Elizabeth Denton English Chapter, and
more.

There will, of course, be fireworks.

The activities are intentionally being planned
at different times of day - including some
planned for July 3 — so that people who want to
attend several events don’t feel rushed.

“I really like things being spread out, because
people feel rushed if you have so many things
at one time,” said Doris Newman, the Mineo-
la Main Street Manager/Historic Preservation

See MINEOLA, Page 2A
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Students given new opportunities at Mineola ISD

BY JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

There is a new curriculum
in the Career and Technical
Education (CTE) program at
Mineola High School. This
fall, a Business, Marketing
and Finance branch was com-
missioned.

A long familiar face at
Mineola ISD, ‘Coach’ Jason
Goodson leads the program.
Goodson and his students
have made an excellent start.

“We have 62 students pres-
ently in our branch classes,”
Goodson reported.

The branch of Business,
Marketing and Finance is
composed of four parts, each
represented by a stand-alone
class: Sports Marketing and
Entertainment, Social Media
Marketing, = Entrepreneur-
ship, and the Principles of
Business. It is one of twelve
CTE programs available at
Mineola High School.

The objective of each of
these programs is to build
a level of expertise within
participating students that
will make them immediate-
ly competitive in the global
marketplace. Often, that will
result in obtaining an indus-
try-wide certification in a rec-
ognized discipline.

For sophomore Lawson
Ollive, interest in the branch
was practical — he intends to
pursue a business degree in
college.

Junior Kingston Straznicky
is fully involved in the en-
trepreneurship pathway.
Remarkably, Straznicky is
already an owner in two
ventures: a vending machine
company and a trailer reno-
vation business.

Classmate Sesley High
found that this CTE branch
combined a number of her
interests.

“It was a mixture of busi-
ness and sports. While I in-
tend on training to conduct
post-traumatic  stress  dis-
order counseling and treat-
ment, I have also been a very
vocal sports fan,” she said.

Perhaps the most visible
and entertaining aspect of the
new CTE branch is the launch
of The Nest Game Day, a
live-streaming YouTube feed.

It is indeed the intersection
of business and sports. After
some initial forays conduct-
ing pre-game shows before
home football games, the
students are now heavily
involved in live-streaming
home basketball games, in-
cluding commentary and col-
or. The live-streaming is done
in The Nest.

There is quite a lot involved
in successfully streaming a
live broadcast. Goodson ex-
plained that there are video
cameras and monitors to be
readied and manipulated, a
sound feed and mixing board
to master, and operation of
the Open Broadcast Software
for bringing the production
together. The group uses a
NearStream wireless camera
and NearStream driver to
regulate the video.

Then there is the actual
broadcast. The Nest operates
with a play-by-play announc-
er and a color commentator.
They normally swap duties
at the half.

“You really get into a
groove as the game goes
along,” said  Straznicky
about the announcing gig.
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Lawson Ollive, Kingston Straznicky, Sesley High and Jason Goodson of Mineola’s newly-created Business, Marketing and

Finance CTE branch. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

“It is much like having a
long conversation.”

High agreed, and added,
“I don’t really notice that
what we are saying is being
broadcast. It is just amazing
to watch your friends com-
peting on the court.”

Both announcers admit-
ted that they have to be fair
in their broadcast; however,
they never cease being Min-
eola fans. They listed rivalry
games (against Quitman es-
pecially) and great individ-
ual moves (such as a Zane
Strange dunk) as moments
when their emotions can get
away from them while an-
nouncing.

Alive stream also results in
significant gaps in the action,
which must be filled. This is
also an important part of the
production, with students
devising audio and video
offerings to fill the time-outs
and halftimes.

Goodson hopes to expand
the streaming initiative. Yel-

lowjacket baseball and soft-
ball games present oppor-
tunities as well as their own
challenges. The team is also
looking at regular interviews
of student leaders on campus
and covering events other
than athletics.

The CTE center being cre-
ated in the old elementary
school will have two rooms
dedicated to the branch. One
will house a ‘green room’ for
production, and the other
will be a combined classroom
and interview set.

“We are also hoping to
receive a grant, which will
allow us to purchase more
production equipment,”
Goodson said.

Mineola’s CTE programs
are supported throughout the
community. Eight local firms
participate in partnership
and internship programs
with the school.

It is this connection with
the greater community which
Goodson sees as the future of

the Business, Marketing and
Finance branch and The Nest
Game Day.

“We would like to see our
broadcasts reach beyond the
school into the public realm,”
he said.

The best advertisers for the
new CTE branch are, natu-
rally, those involved in the
start-up. Ollive appreciated
the opportunity to learn the
variety of specialized equip-
ment. Straznicky enjoys the
experience of team building
and honing the production
into a well-oiled machine.

It is High, however, who
may have summarized the
benefits of the whole initia-
tive best.

When commenting on the
feedback she has received,
High remarked, “People at
school are so thankful when
we interview them, because
they get a chance to tell their
story.”

Telling a story — that is a
pretty powerful thing.

St Paul MBC hands out goodies forVale

Continued from front page

Right, St Pavl
MBC also handed
out socks and
gloves to resi-
dents. Pictured is
resident Maureen
Smalley trying on
her gift. (Monitor
photo by Brynna
Williamson)
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Left, friends Jamieon
Hunt and vy Stallings,
attendees at St. Paul
Missionary Baptist
Church, hold hands
while they wait to hand
Valentine’s Day goodies
to residents at Autumn
Winds Assisting Living in
Mineola. (Monitor photo
by Brynna Williamson)

Jamieon Hunt hands Valentine’s Day cards to resident Millie Danner. (Monitor photo by
Brynna Williamson)

ntimi’sDay'—

MINEOLA

From page 14

Officer. “And I re-
ally want people to
feel not how we feel
in modern times -
where we just feel
like we’re multitask-
ing, where we are
balancing, we're jug-
gling — and be able to
enjoy the things that
all of y’all are respon-
sible for helping us to

offer.”
Newman said they
welcome and are

aiming for activities
that are “something
different... that’s not

the same thing that
we always do.”
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ALBACITY COUNCIL - first Monday, 6:30 p.m., City Hall.
ALBA LIBRARY/MUSEUM BOARD - third Monday every
other month, 4 p.m., library building. Everyone welcome.
ALBA-GOLDEN SCHOOL BOARD - second Monday, 7
p.m., high school library, 768-2472.

ALBA-GOLDEN YOUTH FOUNDATION - second Tues-
day, elementary gym, 7 p.m. All welcome.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS Mineola-United Methodist
Church (enter in-between buildings off McDonald, first
door on right) Noon meetings - Monday is women’s meet-
ing, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday men and women.
Evening meetings - Saturday, Tuesday, Thursday 7 p.m.,
men and women; Senior Center, 308 University, (corner
of University and McDonald), Evening meetings, Sunday,
Monday 7 p.m., Friday, 8 p.m.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Wednesday and Satur-
day, 7:30 p.m., 406 E. Lane Street, Quitman.
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Gateway Group, Tues. &
Sat. 7 p.m., Wed. noon, Methodist Church, 319 N. Pacific.
Mona B. 903-569-6670.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS - Hawkins Love and Mira-
cles Group, UMC Wesley House, Pine St., Wed., 6 p.m.,
Saturday, 10 a.m., speaker meeting each last Wednes-
day.

AL-ANON MINEOLA - Senior Center, 308 University,
Thursday, 7:30 p.m., in-person or Zoom (ID 505-537-4690
PW 201220).

AL-ATEEN MINEOLA - Senior Center, 308 University,
Thurs.  7:30 p.m., age 13-18, Questions-mineolaala-
teen@outlook.com.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 296 and Auxiliary - fourth
Tuesday, 7 p.m., Highway 80, three miles east of Mineola.
903-569-6481. All are invited.

AMERICAN LEGION POST OF WINNSBORO - first
Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., 201 West Broadway, in Winnsboro,
214-502-4496.

APET (Animal Preservation of East Texas) Thrift Store
- Dog Gone Good Stuff, 915 S. Pacific Street, Mineola,

Early Voting for March 3 primaries
Feb. 17 — Feb. 27
Carroll Green Civic Center, Quitman

Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 903-569-1250
AUTUMN TRAILS MODEL A CLUB - second Sunday,
1 p.m., various locations in Wood County. See https:/
autumntrailsmodelafordclub.com for latest info.

BREAD OF LIFE MINISTRY FOOD PANTRY - Humble
Baptist, first & third Tuesday 1-4 p.m.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY - a support group for those
with various hurts, habits or hang-ups, every Monday,
6:30-9 p.m., Church on the Rock annex building at 302 S.
Stephens. 903-497-6149

CUB SCOUT PACK 385 - Tuesdays, 5:30-6:30 pm., Min-
eola Civic Center.

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION,
Elizabeth Denton English chapter - first Saturday except
June-August and December, 11 a.m. Harvest Acres Bap-
tist Church, 1062 W Loop 564, Mineola. 903-841-0445,
DAR.Regent. EDE@gmail.com

DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, John
Hogg, Sr. Chapter, 3rd Monday except June, July, August
& December, 1 PM. Holly Hall, Holly Lake Ranch. 903-
520-8697

EASTERN STAR - Quitman Chapter 695, 3rd Tues., din-
ner 6:00 p.m., meeting 7:00. Flora Masonic Lodge in Quit-
man. EAST TEXAS FOOD BANK - third Wednesday, Bud
Moody Stadium, Quitman; usually last Thursday, Mere-
dith Stadium, Mineola, 10 a.m.-noon, free fresh food, no
qualification.

EAST TEXAS WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS - first Friday
at 10 a.m. at Quitman Public Library

FANNIE MARCHMAN GARDEN CLUB - third Wednes-
day, September - May, Mineola Civic Center, 10 a.m.
Visitors welcome. Kim Hughes, president, 903-312-2455.
FLORA MASONIC LODGE #119 - first Tuesday at the
lodge hall, Highway 37, Quitman. Covered dish - 6:30
p.m., meeting 7:30 p.m. Study nights for members each
Thursday, 7 p.m. at the hall.

FOREVER YOUNG ACTIVITIES CENTER - Wednesday
and Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fitness exercises, education-

UPCOMING IN WOOD COUNTY

Black History Month Program
Feb. 19, 6 p.m.
Addie E. McFarland Community Center

al programs, entertainment, fellowship, Bingo and card
games. 903-763-8201

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY - second Tuesday at noon,
Quitman.

GED TEST SUPPORT - each Thursday 4 - 6 p.m. con-
current with QISD calendar. Quitman Public Library, 202
E Goode St, Quitman 903-975-5745

HAINESVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT. - second and
fourth Thursday, 7 p.m., Firehouse downtown Hainesville.
HOLLY LAKE FIRE DEPARTMENT -first and third Tues-
day at the fire station at Holly Lake Ranch.

KIWANIS CLUB-Mineola - noon Tuesday, Mineola Civic
Center Dogwood Room.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS SAINT PETER’'S THE APOS-
TLE COUNCIL #11933 - second Thursday, 7 p.m., at the
church, 203 Meadowbrook Drive, Mineola. 903-569-3662.
LAKE COUNTRY CLASSIC CAR CLUB - third Monday,
6:30 p.m. 903-850-3858.

LAKE COUNTRY SYMPHONIC BAND - rehearsals
Thursdays at Mineola Middle School Band Room. 7 p.m.
903-569-2300.

LAKE FORK SPORTSMAN'S ASSOCIATION - Second
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m., Lovell's Restaurant, Lake Fork Ma-
rina. Public invited.

MINEOLA BAND BOOSTERS - first Tuesday, 6 p.m.,
middle school band hall. All middle and high school band
parents invited.

MINEOLA SCHOOL BOARD - third Monday, Admin.
Bldg., Loop 564, 7 p.m. dependent on schedule changes.
MINEOLA CITY COUNCIL - fourth Monday, 5:30 p.m.,
City Hall. Public welcome. Call City Hall for changes in
November and December because of holidays.
MINEOLA HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB
- third Monday, 5:30 p.m., high school lobby.

MINEOLA HISTORICAL MUSEUM ADVISORY BOARD -
third Tuesday, 4 p.m., city hall. 903-569-6183. Public invited.
MINEOLA MASONIC LODGE - second Thursday, dinner at
6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:30 p.m. All Masons invited. 569-2608.

It’s Amore! Local Love at Logan’s Place
Feb. 22, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Raising funds for Sunshine Acres

LoveWoodCounty.com
P.O. Box 578, Quitman, TX 75783

A GOUNTY YOU'LL LOVE

(903) 768-2402
Executive Director Christine Thomas
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Quitman Chamber of Commerce hosts banquet

BY CARLEY TUCKER

The Quitman Chamber of Commerce honored
community leaders, volunteers, educators, first
responders and local businesses during its annual
awards banquet last Thursday night, Feb. 12. They
celebrated the people and organizations who help
make Quitman a strong and connected community.

The theme was “Mardi Gras,” and community
members showed their spirit by dressing in color-
ful purple, green and gold attire. Seth’s Lake Fork
Creek Steak and Seafood catered the evening.

Emcee for the night was former Quitman Cham-
ber President Mxcie Hurst. After welcoming guests,
Hurst started off the evening with the recognition
of outgoing and incoming chamber board mem-
bers. Tony LeGrow was announced as the 2026
chamber president, with Brenna Russell serving
as vice president and Debbie Mooney as treasurer.
Ashley Day and Brittany Bessonett will continue
as directors, joined by new directors Angela Kes-
sler, Kynell Grimes and Jordan Davis. Outgoing
board members, including former president Larry
Norton, were thanked for their years of service and
leadership.

Longtime volunteer Marlene Ovard was recog-
nized for three years of service as ambassador co-
ordinator. Known throughout the community for
her dedication to chamber events and promotions,
Ovard passed the role to Michelle Johnson and Jen-
nifer Smith, who will serve as co-coordinators.

“It was truly an honor just to know that my am-
bassador program meant so much to the chamber,”
said Ovard. “I'll miss coordinating it, but I knew it
was time for me to pass the torch to younger ladies
with energy, who have new ways to grow the pro-
gram.”

Ovard also announced Brenna Russell as the 2025
Ambassador of the Year, recognizing her consistent
presence and leadership at chamber events.

The Clergy of the Year award was presented to
Jarrod Yeager, associate pastor at Faith Baptist
Church. The award was presented for his service to
local youth, families and community organizations
through ministry, mentoring and volunteer work.

Educator of the Year honors went to Kevin Cle-
venger, a science teacher with Quitman ISD, who

L-R, emcee and former Quitman Chamber President Mcxie Hurst,
Woman of the Year Pam Bowdoin, and outgoing Quitman Chamber
President Larry Lorton. (Monitor photo by Carley Tucker)

was recognized for the lasting impact he has made
on students as he prepares for retirement. Cleveng-
er thanked the community for allowing him to do
what he loves and said that working with students
has been one of the great joys of his life.

First Responder of the Year was awarded to Ju-
nior Stovall, a 30-year volunteer with the Quitman
Volunteer Fire Department. Presenters praised
Stovall’s decades of commitment, noting that vol-
unteer service often comes at the cost of missed
holidays, late nights and time away from family.
His dedication and mentorship within the depart-
ment were described as an example of servant
leadership in the community.

Medical Professional of the Year honors went to
Chandra Oud, a physician assistant at Christus
Trinity Clinic, for more than two decades of com-
passionate care in family practice, pediatrics and
community health.

“Miss Ila’s Community Spirit Award” recipient
Brooke Rogers was recognized for her work as a
local business owner and for her involvement in
multiple boards and community initiatives that
strengthen connections throughout Quitman.

This award was renamed for Ila Wisdom, former
Quitman Chamber director, who passed away in
October 2022. Wisdom served the community in
many capacities, but was known especially for her
work starting the Hometown Christmas annual
celebration.

L-R, Chamber Director and last year’s Man of the Year Clay Smith,
Man of the Year Jerry Juckson and outgoing Quitman Chamber
President Larry Lorton (Monitor photo by Carley Tucker)

Hurst next named Reflections Hospice as Small
Business of the Year, for more than a decade of com-
passionate end-of-life care and ongoing communi-
ty involvement across Northeast Texas. Republic
Services received the Large Business of the Year
award for providing waste and recycling services
to the Quitman area while supporting environ-
mental stewardship and community partnerships.

Woman of the Year honors went to Pam Bowdoin,
whose extensive volunteer service includes work
with the Quitman Development Corporation, the
Quitman-Lake Fork Kiwanis Club, the Quitman
Parks and Recreation Board and various communi-
ty events, along with founding Paws of Kindness,
a nonprofit fostering program for animals. Hurst
noted that Bowdoin consistently supports local
businesses and organizations and shows up wher-
ever help is needed - often without recognition.

Last year’s Man of the Year, Clay Smith, present-
ed this year’s Man of the Year award to Jerry Jack-
son for his decades of service to youth, agriculture
and community organizations. Jackson has served
on numerous boards and committees through the
years and has been a strong supporter of youth
programs, 4-H, junior livestock shows, and local
school initiatives. He thanked the community for
welcoming his family more than 30 years ago and
said Quitman has been a place where they were
able to build both a livelihood and a life.

A Night to Remember: Holly Brook Baptist Church Rolls Out the Red Carpet for ‘Night to Shine’

BY CARLEY TUCKER

Nearly 100 guests ar-
rived to cheers, music,
pom poms, and flash-
ing smiles at Holly
Brook Baptist Church

is one of about a dozen
churches in the North-
east Texas region to
host the event, and this
marks their third year
opening their doors
— and hearts — to the

guests waved shyly them. That's what
as they made their en- we’re here to do.”
trance, while others Student Minister

soaked up the cheers
and applause. Every
single one was cele-

Ryan Jones agreed that
the red carpet was his
favorite moment of the

fered a rare chance to
relax. They watched
the event through a
live video feed from
a nearby room while
enjoying dinner and

escort who stayed by
their side throughout
the evening, making
sure they felt comfort-
able, included and free
to have fun.

on Friday, Feb. 13 for
one of the best nights
of the year: the Tim Te-
bow Foundation’s an-
nual “Night to Shine.”

Night to Shine is de-
scribed as a worldwide
celebration  designed
for people with spe-
cial needs. It is hosted
by churches across the
globe on the same eve-
ning each year. Holly
Brook Baptist Church

community in this spe-
cial way.

From the moment
guests stepped off their
bus, they were treat-
ed like royalty. Volun-
teers helped guests get
glammed up via hair
and makeup stations
before escorting them
down a red carpet en-
trance worthy of any
movie premiere. Some

brated.

Holly Brook Baptist
Pastor David LeFlore
said the red carpet mo-
ment never gets old.

“The best part is to
see them come off the
bus and walk down the
red carpet,” LeFlore
said. “It's fantastic to
see their face light up
and just have fun and
realize that people love
them and care about

evening.

“I love seeing the ex-
citement in their faces
when they realize ev-
eryone is cheering just
for them,” Jones said.
“That moment means
everything.”

Once guests were
inside, the night was
filled with dancing,
dinner and nonstop
smiles. Each guest was
paired with a personal

For parents and care-

connecting with others

Wood County Commissioners approve grants

BY BRYNNA WILLIAMSON
news@wood.cm

Wood County commissioners authorized an
application for participation between the Wood
County Sheriff’s Office and an affiliate company
used by the Department of Justice (DOJ) Feb. 13.

The partnership would supply a grant which al-
lows law enforcement to essentially borrow DOJ
equipment for law enforcement use. The commis-
sioners’ authorization requires that the sheriff sub-
mit a State Plan of Operation between the state and
the Wood County Sheriff’s Office.

Commissioners also authorized Winnsboro’s
branch of APET to apply for a spay and neuter pro-
gram grant through the Texas Dept. of State Health
Services. The grant money of at least $50,000 must
be paid by the county and then reimbursed. Ac-
cording to County Judge Kevin White, there is al-
ready a line item in the budget for APET, so front-

_MEALS ON WHEELS |

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

Fri. Feb. 20 - BBO Breaded Chicken, Whole
Kernel Corn, Broccoli, Dinner Roll, Mandarin
Oranges, Milk

Mon. Feb. 23 - Smothered Meatballs, Whipped
Potatoes, Green Beans, Dinner Roll, Pineapple
Tidbits, Milk

Tues. Feb. 24 - BBQ Pork Riblet, Country
Corn, Carrots, Hamburger Bun, Applesauce,
Milk

Wed. Feb. 25 - Cheese Enchiladas with

Con Carne Sauce, Black Beans, Country
Vegetables, Grape Juice, Milk

Thur. Feb. 26 - Chicken Breast with
Rosemary Gravy, Yams, Green Peas, Dinner
Roll, Cranberry Juice, Milk

Meals On Wheels : 903-593-7385

Hometown Triena[[y from Hometown Folks

FREE Delivery Drive Thru
125 E Broad St * Mineola * 903-569-3882

ing the money is not a problem.

The commissioners also discussed and approved
an application for the House Bill 3000 Rural Ambu-
lance Service Grant.

According to Wood County Fire Marshal Tully
Davidson, the county will not be purchasing their
own ambulance; rather, the grant would enable the
county to purchase lifesaving equipment for the
CHRISTUS and UT Health ambulances already
present in the county.

Despite going into executive session for nearly
double the length of their 15-minute open meeting,
White said there would be no action taken after-
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givers, the night of-
See SHINE, Page 6A

“TACOS, TACOS, TACOS!
2595 US-80, Mineola
(903) 638-6041

Open 9 a.m.to 5 p.m.Tuesday thru Saturday
/4-

CELEBRATING ONE
YEAR IN MINEOLA!
We are BACK from

family vacation!
COME IN AND EAT! Y

CALL 903-569-9808

For Appomtments
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Wood County
sales tax shows
record high

Despite four of six cities
showing lower sales than a
year ago, Wood County taxing
entities

came through the 2025
Christmas shopping season
with record results.

Bolstered by Mineola and
the county, the seven entities
that collect retail sales taxes
combined to earn $1,056,192
as their shares of the tax, com-
pared to $1,025,308 last year.

Mineola showed a 9.5%
gain over last year with
$354,995 collected compared
to $324,216 in 2025.

The February report primar-
ily represents taxes collected
by merchants in December
and

reported to the state in Jan-
uary. The cities received their
share from the state comptrol-
ler’s

office in February.

All six Wood County cit-
ies collect a 1.5% tax, and the
county collects 0.5%. Com-
bined with the state’s 6.25%
tax, retail items are taxed at
8.25%.

Wood County collected
$343,858 this month com-
pared to $314,1455 a year ago
for a 9.45%

gain.

Hawkins was the only other
city with a gain for February,
rising just over one percent
from

$56,598 last year to $57,187
this year.

Alba dropped 13.4% to
$43,444, Quitman declined
5.5% to $98,383, Winnsboro
fell 9.34% to

$141,107 and Yantis was
down 15.5% to $17,215.

The six totaled income of
$712,333, a slight gain from
last  February’s  $711,152
Christmas

sales.

For the first two months of
the year, only Alba and Yantis
lag behind last year.

The six have combined for
sales tax income of $1,307,433,
compared to $1,232,678 a year
ago.

Wood  County  collect-
ed $627,623 in the first two
months for a gain of 12.2%
this year.

The seven entities have
earned $1,935,057 in 2026, up
from $1,792,056 last year.

Alba’s income has dropped
10.44% this year to $72,728.

Hawkins shows a gain of al-
most 10.6% to $109,894.

Mineola is up 12.66% to
$642,039.

Quitman is ahead by 1.5%
from 2025, with a total income
of $185,472.

Winnsboro has recorded a
slight gain of less than one
percent to $268,040.

Yantis is behind by 12.1% at
$29,258.

Keep up with
important
Wood County
news and
events in the
Monitor

Call us.
903-569-2442

GOT NEWS?
Call us.
903-509-2441

WOOD COUNTY
CHURCH DIRECTORY

The Werd Became Flesh)
“I In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the

Word was God.

the beginning with God.
were made through him. Without
him, nothing was made that has been
made. *In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. ° The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness hasn’t
overcome it.”

These Area Churches Welcome You

Alba

Gunter Assembly of God
4578 N. FM 17, Alba
903-765-9981
Bright Star Baptist Church
4537 FM 2794, Alba
903-638-1170 « Pastor Andrew Grills

Enon Baptist Church
7133 TX-182, Alba
903-765-2014 + Pastor Reggie Day

First Baptist Church of Alba
219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471 « Dr. Kelly Burton

Lake Fork Baptist
9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523 « Dr. Zachary Tunnell

Alba Church of Christ
105 W. Holley St., Alba
214-893-7585 ¢ Algia Allen

Alba Methodist Church
170 W. Holley St., Alba
903-474-5952 « John Epps

Amazing Grace Fellowship Church
7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George

Open Door Church
633 CR 1560, Alba
903-765-3587 * Randy Bohannan

Golden

Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden
903-765-2675 * Pastor Otis Lee

Golden First Baptist Church
CR 2940, Golden
903-768-2258 ¢ Dr. Mark Neeley

Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 CR 2376, Golden
903-768-2653 « Pastor David Hendricks
Golden Bible Church

CR 2290, Golden

903-768-2700

Golden Church of Christ

FM 779, Golden

903-768-2725 + James Stringer
Golden Methodist Church

658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268 + Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins

First Assembly of God
102 Harris St., Hawkins
903-769-3835 « Pastor Bryan Peck

First Baptist Church Hawkins
210 E. Forest St., Hawkins
903-769-2199 « Pastor Aaron Little
Liberty Baptist

288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250 ¢ Pastor Bob Sexton

Trinity Lutheran Church

3718 FM 2869 « Hawkins
903-769-4065 * Kyle Kirk

Pine Mills Pentecostal Church
Hwy 14, Hawkins

903-857-2527 + Pastor M.D. Thornhill
Open Altar Church

PO Box 1511, Hawkins TX
903-569-7603

Holly Lake

Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
903-769-3235 ¢ Rev. Michael T. Snyder

Holly Tree Bible Church
1620 FM 2869, Holly Lake Ranch
903-769-3501 + Pastor Tim Mink, PhD

Mineola

First Assembly of God
1917 N US Hwy 69, Mineola
903-569-9882 « Pastor Jerry Williams

Iglesia Primera Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola
903-569-5537

Calvary Baptist Church
2803 FM 779, Mineola
903-768-2313 * Pastor Donald Masters

Central Baptist Church
602 N. Line St., Mineola
903-569-3203

First Baptist Church
204 N. Johnson St., Mineola
903-569-3873 ¢ Pastor Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555 « Pastor Don Smith

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola
903-569-3212 + Pastor Russell Kirkland

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W. State Loop 564, Mineola
903-569-5351 ¢ Pastor Brad Hindman

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy 778, Mineola

Interim Pastor Richard Koons
Legacy Baptist Fellowship

415 W. McDonald, Mineola
903-316-0552

2 The same was in

All things

— John 1:1-5 (WEB)

Macedonia Missionary Baptist
1555 CR 3875, Mineola
903-769-5618 * Pastor Thomas Ricks

Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church
3331 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
903-569-2124 + Jonathan Allen

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola
Pastor Michael Mize

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola
903-569-5746 ¢ Pastor Ben Graves

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 CR 2330, Mineola
903-569-9350 « Pastor Brandon Gray

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola
903-638-1209 * Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola
903-376-2086 * Pr. Demethruis T. Boyd

Lake Country Bible Church
1402 N. Pacific St, Mineola
903-569-5730

St.Peter the Apostle Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola
903-569-3665 * Pastor Nelson Munoz

First Christian Church
Independent

209 N. Pacific, Mineola
903-569-2537 * Pastor Allen Knox

Broad St. Church of Christ
440 W. Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046

North Loop Church of Christ
326 W. FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117 + Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola
903-569-0516

Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola
903- 569-5571

Southside Church of Christ
527 Read St., Mineola
903-569-6812 + Malcolm Duncan

$t. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola
903-569-2478 « Right Rev. F. Lawton

Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy 69 S., Mineola
903-569-6370

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola
Pastor Randy Harrison

First Methodist Church
612 N. Newsom St., Mineola
903-569-5426 * Rev. John Thomas

Smith Chapel Methodist
670 FM 1804, Mineola
903-569-9187 « Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola
Pastor Tabitha Rankin

First Church of the Nazarene
503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057 * Rev. Randy Larpenteur

Bethel Worship Center
2973 State Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708

Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes
22410 CR 455, Mineola
903-569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy 69-10 N of Mineola
903-768-2262 « Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W. US Hwy 80, Mineola

Northside Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola
903-569-3872 + Steve Prestridge, Pr.

Spur on Ministries
2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469 « Pastor Mike Fletcher

New Life Pentecostal
201 W. FM 564, Mineola
903-569-5750 ¢ Pastor David Bethel

Seventh Day Adventist
1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930 ¢ Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman

First Assembly of God

909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901 * Pastor Ken Otwell
Clover Hill Baptist

FM 69, Quitman

Pr. Mark Thompson

Ebenezer Baptist

1410 N FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848 ¢ Pastor Leo Lozano
Faith Baptist Church

405 S. Hart St., Quitman
903-492-3535 * Pastor Mike Midkiff

First Baptist, Quitman

301 W. Lane, Quitman
903-763-4142 * Rev. Joel McMullen

Forest Hill Baptist Church
1880 TX-37, Quitman
903-967-3420 « Pastor Danny Hailey

Muddy Creek Baptist

FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384 ¢ Jerry Williams
Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman
903-878-2504 + David Cook

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman
903-763-1405 ¢ Charles Brewster

Rock Hill Baptist
3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762 + Ken Goodson

Horizon Church ETX
155 S. FM 14, Quitman
Pastor Garry O'Dell Phillips

Church of Christ
111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544 + Guest Speaker

Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ
209 Bookman St., Quitman
903-780-0979  Pr. Bobby H. Jones

Bethel Temple Fellowship
680 CR 2150, Quitman
940-206-5830 * Rabbi Linda Gutierrez

Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints

1128 E Goode St, Quitman
214-929-1889 * Bishop Grady Taylor

Brocks Chapel United Methodist
207 Clark St., Quitman
903-763-4062 + Benny Reynolds

First United Methodist
406 E. Lane St., Quitman
903-763-4127 » Rev. Thomas Harper

Liberty Methodist
E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
903-967-7691  Rev. David Hicks

Church on the Rock

302 S. Main St., Quitman
903-763-4588 « David Jackson

Country Fellowship of Wood County
709 Oakwood Dr, Quitman

Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship

2574 FM 2088, Quitman
903-967-2000 « David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman
903-535-9155 ¢+ Chase Pope

Winnsboro

Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro
903-967-2818 * Pastor: Cody Mize

Crossroads Baptist
1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Jeramy Pierce

East Point Baptist
5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Little Hope Baptist Church
CR 3990 & CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855 * Pr. James Young Jr.

Sharon Baptist
176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202 ¢ Perry Shirley

St. Ann’s Catholic
1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7884 « Mani Mathai

Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro
903-342-5883 « F. Kevin Hollowell

Faith Building Ministries
3950 FM 1647, Winnsboro
Rev. Gregory Duffey

Perryville Methodist Church
FM 852, Perryville, 8 miles SE of
Winnsboro + Glenda Mendoza

Tinney Chapel United
Methodist Church

449 CR 4620, Winnsboro
903-629-7696 * Rev Michael Moore

First Presbyterian
302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
903-342-3011 « Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis

Sweet Fellowship
6050 FM 2966, Yantis
903-473-2673 * Pastor Perry Crisp

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson

First Baptist, Yantis
100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393 « Pastor Danny Parker

White Oak Fellowship Yantis
116 PR 5922, Yantis
903-383-2310 * Pastor Jimmy Rogers

Mineola, Tx.

“Strong churches make
strong communities”

Hughes Appliance
& Air Conditioning

1305 W. Broad - Mineola
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday
8a.m.-2 p.m.

L) FREE DELIVERY

CORNER OF HWY 69 & 80 * 903-569-3882

Packagers of Dried Beans, Peas,
Rice, Popcorn, Plastic Wrap &
Household Aluminum Foil

T[‘il] ld 'dd 322 Freeman - Mineola, TX
Benham Corporation 903-569-2636

PADDY'S AUTOWORKS

Auto Repair Professionals <&
3841 E. Hwy. 154  503-967-3799
Open Mon.-Fri. 8a.m-5p.m. &

BAILEY'S 522 E. Broad

903.569.2911

‘ Mon-Fri 7:30am-7pw,
Sat 8am-6pPm

Hardware sunday o5

*Wood.County
MONITOR

903-569-2442 « 715 Mimosa St. « Mineola 75773

903-763-4522 » 211 N. Main » Quitman 75783

.. BODDIE'ROOFING

i Composition - Torchdown - Metal
RESIDENTIAL * FREE ESTIMATES

= 903-850-4642"

COVENTRY
FINANCIAL
GROUP

903-763-4711 » www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

CFG

The employees of
HEFNER GROUP
INSURANCE

urge everyone to attend
the church of their choice!

The Wood County Church Directory
| is made possible by the
1 T sponsors on this page,

g —

45 N

Read The Bible
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FEB. 4

Deputy Knox, criminal trespass, CR
2174. Property owner wanted subject
trespassed from property, has had
issues with him recently, trespass
warning issued.

Mental health incident, CR 4770.
Subject transported by EMS to re-
ceive treatment.

Sgt.  Skinner, Deputy Williams,
Deputy Nichols, stolen vehicle, Hwy.
37. Deputies unable to determine
owner, case will be forwarded to in-
vestigations.

FEB. 5

Criminal  Investigations  Depart-

ment, Lt. Milbourn, Sgt. Cox, Deputy

Wood County Sheriff’s Report

Swann, suspicious circumstance, CR
4560. Female came to caller’s res-
idence appearing intoxicated, said
was in wreck, injured. Deputies locat-
ed subject, discovered had been in
wreck week before, but had walked to
ex-boyfriend's house, assaulted him
prior to deputies’ arrival. Kim Sartin
arrested for assault.

Sgt. Cox, suspicious person, Hwy.
154. Juvenile walked up to caller,
said had been walking from Sulphur
Springs; while deputies on scene,
subject called, said grandson had
run away again. EMS responded,
cleared juvenile, transported back to
residence.

Deputy Tustin, theft, Hawkins. Vic-

tim said had package stolen from
front porch. Case will be forwarded to
investigations.

FEB. 6

Deputy Smith, Deputy Holland,
theft. Subject said delivered hay
to customer, customer’s checks
bounced. Offense report completed.

Deputy Smith, request to speak by
phone. Caller had questions regard-
ing protection order; Deputy Smith
learned caller’s husband had assault-
ed her. Offense report, protection or-
der completed.

Sgt. Rich, Deputy Beck, shots fired,
CR 2378. Subject said had to de-
fend himself. Deputies located male
subject deceased. Criminal Investi-

gations Department, Texas Rangers
notified.

Sgt. Rich, Deputy Vanatta, dis-
turbance, PR 5534. Subject said
brother assaulted family members in
residence. Hunter Wasilew arrested
for two charges of assault family vio-
lence, interference with 911 call, three
charges of terroristic threat.

FEB. 7

Deputy Hammond, request to
speak by phone. Caller said son be-
ing abused by grandmother who lives
in Marshall. Caller advised to make
report with appropriate agency, CPS
contacted.

Sgt. Williams, Deputy Hammond,
structure fire, CR 2168. Subject said

Mineola Police Report

heard explosion, noticed neighbor’s
camper on fire. No one inside, fire
marshal notified.

Abandoned vehicle, CR 4539. Sub-
ject said located abandoned vehicle
on right of way of his property. Vehicle
returned to subject entered as miss-
ing. Deputies searched area, located
missing subject deceased in woods.

FEB. 8

Deputy Whisenhunt, dog bite,
Hawkins. Subject said son bit by
neighbor’'s dog while outside. Depu-
ty Whisenhunt went to dog owner’s
location, no one answered door, fol-
low-up will be completed.

See SHERIFE, Page 8A

FEB. 7

3:11 a.m., N Pacific, suspi-
cious person/vehicle; subject
said heard crying, no distress
heard by officer, all well.

3:40 a.m., assist other agen-
cy, CR 2430; fully engulfed
structure fire at CR 2430/CR
2431.

8:28 a.m., welfare concern,
N Newsom,; subject can’t reach
something, has health prob-
lems, in hospital, all well.

8:56 a.m., reckless driver, N
Hwy 69/city limit; car speeding,
unable to locate.

10:59 a.m., theft, Baker,
subject loaded pallet of call-
er’'s material on top of, inside
vehicle, left, unable to locate.
Caller said misunderstanding,
subject sold scrap metal, not
stolen.

1:28 p.m., escort, N Pacific/E
Broad; funeral escort.

1:42 p.m., city ordinance vi-
olation, N Johnson; someone
burning, meat smoker, all well.

2:01 p.m., assist other agen-
cy, N Pacific; water flowing in
roadway, person across street
washing parking lot, all well.

2:10 p.m., assist other agen-
cy, W Broad/Graves; with
trooper at traffic stop.

2:50 p.m., public assist, S
Pacific/lE Commerce; crossing
gates down, traffic backed up,
Union Pacific distance away,
fire department helped control
traffic, road cleared.

3:25 p.m., reckless driver, N
Hwy 37/city limit; truck unable
to maintain lane, hit guard rail,
stuff fell on vehicle floor, sub-
ject trying to pick it up, no signs
of impairment.

6:21 p.m., reckless driver,
Old Tyler Hwy; subject stopped
to check mail while car behind,
car swerved around, proceed-
ed to speed up and down road
while revving engine, unable to
locate.

7:47 p.m., suspicious vehi-
cle, E Blair; car driving around
slowly, subject said can smell
marijuana, unable to locate.

9:22 p.m., motorist assist,
S Pacific; car clearing debris
from road, removed.

9:34 p.m., motorist assist,
E Buchanan/N Newsom; dis-
abled motorcycle, driver close
to home, will push.

9:38 p.m., vehicle stop, N
Pacific; consent search on
vehicle stop, no contraband
found.

FEB. 8

12:05 a.m., vehicle stop, S
Pacific/S Loop 564; vehicle
occupant gave name Kimberlie
Mauser, Kimberlie Mouser, no
record found. Vehicle occupant
Meagan Hudson said she had
marijuana, contraband located,
two subjects arrested, “Mous-
er” subject gave false informa-
tion, real name Carmen Pickle,
Hopkins County warrant found.
Meagan Hudson arrested for
possession of marijuana, hin-
dering apprehension or prose-
cution; Carmen Pickle arrested
for possession of controlled
substance, failure to identify.

10:31 a.m., welfare con-
cern, S Johnson; subject has
not heard from dad, who has
health issues, since last Mon-
day, all well.

10:47 a.m., vehicle stop, N
Pacific; subject wanted on Min-

eola warrant for unpaid class C
violation, just released from
hospital, officer provided sub-
ject with court form for warrant,
subject released.

12:02 p.m., assault, N New-
som; subject's child's father
held down, assaulted subject,
case report filed.

1:23 p.m., suspicious per-
son, E Front; subject yelling
at kids at park, trying to get to
cross tracks and come to vehi-
cle; subject said yelling at child
to get off tracks, caller said his
child was close to tracks, noth-
ing further, no offense.

2:41 p.m., city ordinance vio-
lation, Turman; burning without
permit, homeowner had just
returned home, no smoke, un-
able to locate.

2:43 p.m., disturbance, Wig-
ley/lvey; subject yelling, swing-
ing potential sledgehammer
near duplexes, yelling stopped,
no altercation took place.

4:36 p.m., criminal mischief,
N Johnson; someone took
chain off subject’s four-wheel-
er, officer will issue directed
patrol for residence.

FEB. 9

9:25 a.m., welfare concern,
W Blair; 911 hangup, all well.

9:34 am., information,
McWhorter; subject wants to
make report of daughter’s bus
driver coming by her home to
“check” on her daughter two
hours after school lets out;
subject said driver has come
back for second time also, and
that her daughter is scared
of driver, who is also a grade
teacher. Subject has met with
school administrators and bus

barn personnel. Officer will fill
in call notes, case report filed.

10:52 a.m., assist other
agency, N Newsom; assist
EMS and fire department with
medical call, patient trans-
ferred to Lindale.

11:43 a.m., public assist,
Graham; subject wants to
speak with officer about laws
on loud music, spoke with of-
ficer.

3:43 p.m., motor vehicle
accident, N Pacific; minor ac-
cident, case report filed.

6:32 p.m., theft, McDaniel;
subject said he thinks cousin
broke into his house, unsure
if anything taken, no charges
wished, directed patrol will be
issued.

8:02 p.m., welfare concern,
E Front; subject got off train,
waiting for ride from Hawkins
that never came after several
hours, contact made with ride,
said subject told not to come,
could not stay with her, subject
will get train ticket back home
tomorrow, taken to E Broad St.

9:06 p.m., disturbance, 300
Greenville; subject followed
person to police department
making threats for person’s
allegedly abusing his son, per-
son said he never hit son, no
offense, parties separated.

10:46 p.m., disturbance,
Goodson; subject and brother
fighting, no weapons, parties
separated.

11:10 p.m., subject stop, N
Pacific/Nancy; subject on bicy-
cle with no lights.

FEB. 10

8:12 am.,, theft, Country

Club Drive; items, trailer, fenc-

Mineola Fire Department Report

FEB. 5
2:00 p.m., CR 2280, medical
call; 6:51 p.m., CR 2280, citi-
zen assist; 8:52 p.m., CR 460,
medical call; 9:37 p.m., Dog-
wood, medical call

FEB. 6

10:33 a.m., CR 2775, veg-
etation/grass fire; 1:15 p.m,,
E Broad, no emergency: can-
celed; 1:19 p.m., CR 448, Lin-
dale, wildfire/wildland fire; 3:47
p.m., CR 2430, room/contents
fire

FEB. 7

3:38 a.m., CR 2430, struc-
ture fire; 1:38 p.m., FM 1253,
vegetation/grass  fire;  3:10
p.m., S Pacific, citizen assist;
6:00 p.m., CR 2800/CR 2820,
no emergency, controlled burn-
ing, authorized; 10:11 p.m., CR
460, gas leak/gas odor

FEB. 8
11:17 p.m., CR 2332, vege-
tation/grass fire

FEB. 9
10:52 a.m., N Newsom,
medical call; 12:47 p.m., FM
49, vegetation/grass fire; 2:39
p.m., Hwy. 80/FM 1804, motor
vehicle collision; 4:51 p.m., CR
3270, vegetation/grass fire
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FEB. 10
3:13 p.m., N Newsom, med-
ical call; 5:38 p.m., W Patten,

lost person
FEB. 11
2:.09 am, CR 2749, no

WE FINANCE

MJ AUTO SALES, INC.

“Specializing In Extra Clean Used Cars and Trucks”
WWW.MJAUTOINVENTORY.COM
903-760-2326

708 S. Main Street in Quitman, Texas
Open Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-1, closed Wednesdays

ESTABLISHED 1979

Mineola Animal Shelter

Lady Penelope is two years old,

emergency: canceled; 2:53
p.m., Dogwood, medical call;
4:02 p.m., Stone, medical call

ing material taken from vacant
home, case report filed.

8:55 a.m., found property, N
Johnson; wallet found, owner
retrieved from police.

2:15 p.m., subject stop, N
Pacific; Cameron Shawn Bai-
ley arrested on Smith County
warrant.

3:02 p.m., reckless driver, W
Broad; reckless driver, unable
to locate.

3:13 p.m., assist other agen-
cy, Ivey; assist fire department
and EMS with patient, subject
left in their care.

4:51 p.m., welfare concern,
E Broad; subject said trying to
find out if person from Feb. 9,
8:02 p.m. case still at location,
wanted officers to check.

5:14 p.m., runaway, W Pat-
ten; subject's juvenile son
had appointment. Son ran
into woods. Fire paged, Wood
County Sheriff's Office brought
in thermal imaging drone, EMS

contacted, Air One helicopter
contacted, en route, subject
sent recent picture of son to
officers, drone from Van Zandt
County en route, subject en-
tered into National Crime In-
formation Center (NCIC)/Tex-
as Crime Information Center
(TCIC), Smith County Canine
unit en route, Smith Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office on scene,
Game Wardens on scene,
National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children case
opened, later closed for found
juvenile, 911 callers said juve-
nile running down W Loop 564,
officer detained juvenile, EMS
on sceng, juvenile taken to po-
lice department, taken out of
NCIC/TCIC, juvenile probation
contacted, juvenile released to
Wood County Sheriff's Office,
case report filed.

6:08 p.m., motor vehicle ac-

See POLICE, Page 7A

Antiques
Vintage |
Glassware .

1.

HENRY’s

| 5+ Vendors of vintage charm and curated collectibles!
210 W. Broad St. in Mineola | 430-288-3884

Furniture
ﬂ Home Decor

3‘ Clothing

CoLeMAN BaiL Bond

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)

407 S. Stephens o Quitman, Texas

903.763.4844

24 Hour Service
Credit Terms Available

mastereard

EAST TEXAS LAND & INVESTMENT LOANS
Quick Closings * No Bank Delays
Private first-lien financing for non-owner-occupied property.

¢ 12-14% interest

* 30-40% LTV

+ Raw or improved land

e $400k minimum

Call or Text For Pre-Approval 214-718-3834
Business-Purpose Loans Only.
Terms Subject To Underwriting.

VOTE

e ¢

spayed, rabies-current, and
impeccably dressed in black and
white. Lady Penelope has the
unmistakable gaze of someone
who will judge your life choices

T

thoroughbred racehorse, half
scruffhall -- a scrunchy zoomy
guy. Lou Dog is 3 years old., 46
Ibs (working to be around 60 as a

healthy weight).

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed & neutered.

Baker Street ~ 903-569-2252

If No Answer, Gall 903-569-6294
TUESDAY-SATURDAY ~ 8AM - 4PM

s Lake Country Animal Clinic
b Clifton D. Bradshaw «» 903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564 «» Mineola, TX 75773

MATTHEW

PRATHER

WOOD COUNTY

FRTREASURER

STEADY LEADERSHIP, TRUSTED STEWARDSHIP

REPUBLICAN

POLITICAL ADVERTISING PAID FOR BY MATTHEW PRATHER.
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Obituary

JOSHUA CALEB CRAIN

Joshua Caleb Crain, 23,
of Grand Saline, Texas,
passed away after a cou-
rageous battle with a rare
brain tumor. Joshua faced
significant health chal-
lenges beginning at age
14 and met each one with
remarkable strength, faith
and perseverance. He
was a cherished patient
at Children’s Medical Center in Dallas, where he
was known as a true warrior.

Joshua was a 2022 graduate of Van High School
and enjoyed photography and theater. He had a
natural gift for making others feel welcome, often
leaving behind more friends than strangers. In a
final act of selfless generosity, Joshua provided
tissue samples to aid doctors in researching rare
brain tumors, offering hope and answers for fu-
ture children facing similar diagnoses.

Joshua was the firstborn child of promise
through adoption to Brad and Heather Crain. He
is survived by his sisters, Gracie Crain Ruiz and
her husband Damian of Virginia Beach, Va. and
Danielle Crain of McKinney.

Joshua leaves behind a legacy of strong faith in
Jesus Christ, a joyful sense of humor and a ser-
vant’s heart. Though deeply missed, his fami-

What a flurry of activ-
ity we had to start off
February. We had Read
to a Dog, with so many
children interacting with
our canine friends from
Alliance of Therapy Pets;
we had two groups using the
library for meetings; East Tex-
as Perfictionists Book Club met
that afternoon; and we had the
Book Sale in the alley. This is
not to mention that Saturday,
Feb. 7 was also Take Your Child

to the Library Day.

This past weekend, we had
the American Girls Historical
Reading Club meeting to learn
about what adventures Rebecca

Wood County news
from exactly 50 years
ago, as seen in the Feb.
19, 1976 edition of the
Wood County Demo-
crat. See if you spot any

ly does not grieve without hope, trusting in the
promise that they will see him again.

of this nearly-identical
news in this week’s

Mineola Library Notes

BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY

week.

(1914) and Claudie (1922)
might have had. Book
| Club for March is already
full. Just before the rain,
we hosted Toddler 2 x 2,
which is once a month for
those who cannot make
Toddler Story Time during the

We continue to offer fine for-
giveness in exchange for pet
food donations, which will be
shared between the Mineola
Animal Shelter and APET. Have
you taken care of your fine yet?
Have you maybe even thought
of paying it forward with a food
donation to waive someone
else’s fines? There’s still time;

we are collecting through 3 p.m.
on Saturday, Feb. 28.

This week, we continue to
host Toddler Story Time on
Tuesdays at 9 am. and Pre-
school Story Time on Wednes-
days at 10 a.m. Homeschool
Heroes will meet for the second

time this month on Friday, Feb.

Wood County Yesteryear

Wood County Moni-
tor...

“Professional Ambu-
lance Service subscrip-
tion drive Extended 10
More Days: Saturday,
February 28, 1976
a discussion about

ambulances in Wood
County

“Three File For City
Alderman”

“(Chamber of Com-
merce) Banquet Tickets
On Sale”

“16 Students Make

20 at 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 21
will bring the East Texas Li-
brary Friends Book Club to the
library to discuss their current
book and to select books for the
next three meetings. Feel free to
join us at 2 p.m.

Mineola Memorial Library is
a 501(c)3 non-profit. Your dona-
tion may be tax-deductible.

TJC Honor Roll”
“Valentines decorat-
ed the Quitman Nurs-
ing Home...”
“American Bicenten-
nial Litter Bag: Come
In For Yours Today”

SHINE

From page 34

who understand the
daily joys and chal-
lenges of caregiving.
For guests who need-
ed a quieter space, vol-
unteers had prepared
a sensory room where
they could take a break
and regroup. Anoth-
er classroom hosted
the Canines for Christ

According to the of-
ficial Tim Tebow Foun-
dation Facebook page,
Night to Shine started
as “a hopeful idea — a
unique way to cele-
brate the foundation’s
fifth anniversary and
honor individuals with
special needs.” What
began as a small idea,
however, has grown
into a global move-
ment. The first year in-
cluded just 44 church-

es. This year, more
than 120,000 guests
attended celebrations
in 76 countries, with
979 churches hosting
events.

The focus at Holly
Brook Baptist Church
wasn’t on the numbers,
though, last Friday; it
was on the smiles, the
dancing and the pow-
erful reminder that ev-
eryone deserves to be
celebrated.

Ministry, where thera-
py dogs provided calm
comfort — and plenty
of furry hugs — for any-
one who needed one.
As the night unfold-

ed, the dance floor
filled with laugh-
ter and movement.

Guests and volunteers
showed off their best
moves to songs like
the Macarena and lip-
synced along to crowd
favorites like “Bye Bye
Bye.” The stage be-
came a place for confi-
dence, joy and self-ex-
pression, with cheers

rising  every  time
someone stepped into
the spotlight.

LeFlore said Holly
Brook’s heart for spe-
cial-needs ministry has
grown steadily over
the years. The church
offers a Sunday School
and Wednesday night
class called Embrace
created for people with
special needs.

“I grew up in church
and served as a youth
minister where we had
50 to 60 special-needs
individuals every Sun-
day,” LeFlore said. “I
just fell in love with
them. When I came
here, we had one spe-
cial-needs person. I
began to pray, ‘God,
if you bring the right
people, we’ll start a
special-needs = minis-
try, and He did. This
continues to grow year
after year. We always
gain at least one fam-
ily after each of these
nights.”

Special guest Monica walking the red carpet with her volunteer
escort. (Monitor photo by Carley Tucker)

Special Guest Ashley having fun on stage dancing to the Macare-
na. (Monitor photo by Carley Tucker)

at the Wood County Elections

903-763-2400.

Janae Holland, Kiki Bettis, Hailie Moore
wants to remind everyone the
EARLY VOTING starts FEBRUARY 17

located at 200 W. Bermuda St., Quitman,

The LAST DAY to EARLY VOTE is FEBRUARY 27.
PRIMARY ELECTION DAY IS MARCH 3, 2026!

Annex Building

Janae Holland, Kiki Bettis y Hailie Moore les
recuerdan que la votacion anticipada comienza el
17 de febrero en el Anexo de la Oficina Electoral del
Condado de Wood, ubicado en 200 W. Bermuda
St, Quitman, 903-763-2400. El dltimo dia para
votar anticipadamente es el 27 de febrero.

iEL DIA DE LAS ELECCIONES PRIMARIAS
ES EL 3 DE MARZO DE 2026!
PAID POLITICAL AD BY JANAE HOLLAND
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District Court hears guilty pleas

The 402nd District
Court heard guilty
pleas Feb. 5:

Randall Matthew
Moore, Winnsboro,
possession of a con-
trolled substance (PCS),
penalty group (PG)
1/1-B, one gram or
more but less than four
grams, third degree fel-
ony, five years in state
prison suspended for
community  supervi-
sion 5 years, commu-
nity service 160 hours,
$2,180 fine.

Whitney Nicole Max-
well, Mabank, driving
while intoxicated, class
B misdemeanor, dis-
missed; PCS PGl, four
grams or more but less
than 200 grams, second
degree felony, deferred,
community  supervi-

sion 7 years, commu-
nity service 240 hours,
$930 fine.

Brenda Delena Brit-
tain, Pickton, theft of
property, less than
$2500 with two or
more previous convic-
tions, state jail felony,
2 years confinement
in state jail suspended
for 5 years community

supervision, commu-
nity service 120 hours,
$1,554.85 fine.

Enrique Poma Ajanel,
Longview, assault caus-
es bodily injury family
violence, class A misde-
meanor, 1 day county
jail, jail credit 164 days,
$500 fine, jail time cred-

See PLEAS, Page 7A

=

Tuesday is Senior Day!*

10% off purchase of $25 or more! *60+

(469) 474-9294 | 589 E. Lennon Dr. (Hwy 69)
Emory TX, 75440

=

You are invited to the inaugural

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
CHURCH YOUTH
5K FUNDRAISER

at the Mineola Nature Preserve

SATURDAY, MARCH 28

starting at 8 a.m.

Registration is only $30, with proceeds supporting the
New Hope Baptist Church Youth program. Our goal is
to raise $3,000 to go toward the youth for their summer
activities. Runners will receive a complementary T-shirt.

For more information, contact Brennan Margos at
903-850-3821 or brennanmargos |1 23@gmail.com

“Taking a Real Savior to Real Students”

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
3855 FM 1801 ¢ Mineola, TX 75773
nhbcmineola.com

B
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) AT THE BEA

MINEOLA NATURE

\
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Grand Jury hands
down indictments

The Wood County Grand
Jury handed down the fol-
lowing indictments on Jan.
28:

William Corey Berry, Tyler,
assault causes bodily injury
of a family member with a
previous conviction, third
degree felony, Aug. 16, 2025.

Anthony Joseph Blair,
Mineola, interference with
an emergency request for as-
sistance, class A misdemean-
or, Sept. 15, 2025.

Gabriel Lequinn Blakely,
Sulphur Springs, possession
of a controlled substance
(PCS),

penalty group (PG) 1/1-B,
less than 1 gram, state jail fel-
ony; tamper / fabricate phys-
ical evidence with intent to
impair, third degree felony,
Oct. 16, 2025.

Christopher Lynn Combs,

bodily injury of family mem-
ber with a previous convic-
tion, third degree felony,
Dec. 13, 2025.

Brittany  Carlene  Cox,
Mineola, PCS PG 1/1-B, less
than 1 gram, state jail felony,
May 20, 2025.

Gary Ray Craddock,
Mount Pleasant, unlawful
possession of a firearm by
a felon, third degree felony,
Oct. 3, 2025.

Michael Ray Davis, Winns-
boro, assault of a family
member, impeding breath-
ing, third degree felony, Jan.
11, 2026.

Brandon Lee Ditmore,
Marlow, Ok., PCS PG 1/1-B,
less than 1 gram, state jail fel-
ony, Now. 3, 2025.

Jesse Junior Dominguez,
White Oak, theft of property,

See JURY, Page 10A

PLEAS

From page 64

it toward fine, fees and costs.

Devin Harper, Queen Creek,
Ariz., PCS PG2, more than one
gram but less than four grams,
third degree felony, deferred,
community supervision 4
years, community service 160
hours, $1,180 fine.

Ryan Dwayne Clay, Haw-
kins, assault causes bodily
injury of family/household
member with previous con-
viction, third degree felony,
5 years confinement in state
prison, jail credit 316 days,
$1,500 fine.

Tanner Jaydon Murphy, To-
peka, Kans., theft of property,
less than $2,500 with two or
more previous convictions,
state jail felony, 20 months
confinement in state jail, jail
credit 256 days, $2,000 fine.

Gregory Russell Guest,
Alba, aggravated assault with
a deadly weapon, second de-
gree felony, deferred, com-
munity supervision 5 years,

community service 240 hours,
$1,000 fine.

Chad Ashley Dorner, Alba,
aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon, second de-
gree felony, deferred, com-
munity supervision 3 years,
community service 240 hours,
$500 fine.

Stanley Turrentine, Winns-
boro, fraudulent use or pos-
session of identifying informa-
tion, less than 5 items, state jail
felony, 8 years confinement in
state prison suspended for 5
community supervision, com-
munity service 120 hours,,
$3,000 fine.

Joseph Gardner Chapman,
Dallas, evading arrest/de-
tention with a vehicle, third
degree felony, deferred, com-
munity supervision 3 years,
community service 160 hours,
$1,500 fine.

Bridgette Charlene Chil-
dress, Point, forgery - de-
fraud of another elderly (three
counts), third degree felony,
5 years confinement in state
prison, jail credit 182 days,
$2,125 fine; restitution of $125,

$171 and $200.

Adolphus Antonio Parker,
forgery of financial instru-
ment, state jail felony, 270
days confinement county
jail, jail credit 165 days, $500
fine.

Tandra Dawn Segars, Gon-
zales, tampering with phys-
ical evidence, third degree
felony, 8 years confinement
Texas Department of Crim-
inal Justice, jail credit 115
days, $1,000 fine.

Alexis Savannah Owens,
Alba, abandon/endanger a
child with criminal negligence,
state jail felony, dismissed; in-
jury to a child/elderly/dis-
abled individual with intent
to bodily injure, third degree
felony, 10 years confinement
in state prison suspended for
10 years community supervi-
sion, community service 120
hours, $1,500 fine.

Brittany Carlene Cox, Min-
eola, PCS PG1/1-B, less than
one gram, state jail felony,
deferred, community supervi-
sion 5 years, community ser-
vice 120 hours, $2,680 fine.

Mineola, assault causes
niles, answered. N Pacific; hit-and-run in parking lot, 6:21 p.m., reckless driver, N Pacific; ~ subject, no one in it, information ex-
PO LICE 5:01 p.m., welfare concern, NE case report filed. car unable to maintain lane, unable to  changed.
Loop 564; subject said very young 12:19 p.m., theft, NE Loop 564; locate. 2:14 p.m., public assist, Green-
From page 54 children in vehicle, little girl in front delay entry 911 call, employee car 6:26 p.m., civil matter, N Johnson;  ville/N Pacific; assist with traffic while

cident, E Broad; subject said vehicle
hit-and-run, all units out on missing
juvenile, officer would come to resi-
dence to take report, case report filed.

10:11 p.m., information, 300 Green-
ville; subject had question about friend
in bad relationship, will be contacted.

11:26 p.m., disturbance, Lowe; two
subjects fighting, separated.

11:44 p.m., suspicious person, S
Stone; when subject saw caller, start-
ed running away, unable to locate.

FEB. 11

11:59 a.m., warrant, NE Loop 564;
subject said two people in store have
warrants, one wanted for assault, of-
ficer walked store, searched parking
lot for vehicle matching description,
unable to locate.

1:36 p.m., found property, E Mc-
Donald; packages left on porch,
wrong address, packages given to
correct owner.

3:07 p.m., information, 300 Green-
ville; question about knives for juve-

seat, vehicle running, no violations
observed.

5:35 p.m., suspicious person, W
Broad; subject carrying backpack
keeps coming into store at specific
time, officer will issue directed patrol.

7:33 p.m., public assist, N Newsom;
subject wants to speak with officer
about possible deactivated grenade,
reproduction, harmless, no blasting
cap.

9:29 p.m., public assist, Autumn
Wind; subject said light on on stove,
not sure how to turn off, afraid to go
to bed with light on, officer got stove
light off, all well.

FEB. 12

7:21 a.m., animal control, Pat; as
written in the police report, “Report
of a goose that exists.” Goose flew
away, animal control officer talked
with subject.

11:05 a.m., information, Brenda;
car repossessed.

11:10 a.m., motor vehicle accident,

stolen, key in car, Sheriff's Office con-
tacted, stopped at south Quitman city
limits, tower contacted, DPS taking
case.

2:09 p.m., motor vehicle accident,
NE Loop 564; vehicle vs. woman on
scooter, EMS contacted, transported
to hospital, case report filed.

2:31 p.m., injury to a child, N John-
son; child abuse case.

2:42 p.m., information, N Pacific;
cars speeding, etc., officer will be
watching area.

3:29 p.m., assist other agency, W
Loop 564; A/C unit on fire, fire paged,
fire put out.

3:34 p.m., public assist, NW Loop
564/city limit; stranded motorist,
Wood County Sheriff's Office contact-
ed.

5:21 p.m., welfare concern, N Pa-
cific; employee sending messages
to neighbor about harming himself
due to wife not wanting him to come
home, all well.

Q‘I'MSH

539 E Goode | Quitman

903-763-2232

www.briantoliverfordofquitman.com

ver

of Quitman

Monday-Friday
8am-6 pm

Saturday
8am-1pm

lady yelling in yard, no offense.

10:08 p.m., suspicious person, W
Kilpatrick; subject said she feels life
in danger, van following, EMS con-
tacted, subject denied, does not want
any service, paranoid, no reason to
believe complaints legitimate.

FEB. 13

5:23 a.m., suspicious person, Mi-
mosa/Peachtree; commercial vehicle
parked in lane, hazard lights on, all
well, building pole.

9:05 a.m., harassment, N Pacific;
subject reported being harassed by
husband over phone, has filed report
with Wood County Sheriff's Office, but
due to subject's workplace, was ad-
vised to file with police as well, case
report filed.

9:57 a.m., terroristic threat, N Pa-
cific; subject receiving threatening
messages while at work, suspect is
husband, case report filed.

12:.01 p.m., motor vehicle acci-
dent, NE Loop 564; vehicle rolled into

tower loads broken-down vehicle.

6:02 p.m., unsecured area, N New-
som; door to business open, building
clear, secured.

8:20 p.m., assist other agency,
N Pacific; smoke alarm, fire paged,
alarm, fire canceled.

8:38 p.m., reckless driver, Mimosa;
motorcycles racing, officer said would
keep eye out.

9:34 p.m., theft, S Johnson; subject
owns property across from location,
says someone stealing fence from
property, showed pictures that only
show trees, unable to locate.

11:51 p.m., vehicle stop, NE Loop
564; standard field sobriety tests per-
formed, open container in vehicle,
Jackson Earl Coleman arrested for
unlawful carrying of a weapon, driving
while intoxicated.

Officers also made 96 traffic stops,
11 animal control stops, and two
alarm stops.

Cotrely

&boost youﬁ busmess-, 'w T

gt s L

ads@wood.cm or 903569-2442 :

o {k'::

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

R R

” OJ/000R
MONIT

county)|

4

oan

*
Republican ] 1 forAttorney General

PROSECUTOR. JUDGE.

Joan Huffman is the most qualified
conservative for Attorney General:

Chief felony prosecutor where she tried more
than 100 cases to a jury verdict.

Elected as a criminal court judge presiding over
multiple death penalty cases.

Leading Conservative State Senator who banned
Sharia law from Texas family courts.

Law Enforcement Backs

Joan Huffman for Attorney General

WTMPA |

The Voice of Texas Law Enforcement

BlEA'I'

W
b d

Early Voting: February 17 — 27 Election Day: March 3, 2026

Combined Law Enforcement Associations of Texas and Texas Municipal
Police Association are the largest police associations in Texas.

SENATOR.

www.JoanHuffman.com

Pol. Adv. paid for by Texans for Joan Huffman
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QUITMAN

From page 14

signed an affidavit that a
friend could not get a fair
trial in Wood County due
to a friendship with several
Wood County officials; Bevill
was later arrested for perjury
and terminated from his po-
sition for having signed the
affidavit. In 2025, a federal
judge awarded Bevill $21.35
million, liable to be paid by
the City of Quitman as well
as partially by the other four
defendants.

The consent agenda for
the meeting was approved
quickly. Directly following
the approval, City Adminis-
trator/Secretary Allan Gil-

bert asked Quitman Mayor
Randy Dunn to move execu-
tive session to the last item so
he “can excuse staff,” which
was approved.

Immediately after changing
the placement of executive
session — which change took
place four minutes into the
meeting — Dunn asked the
city attorney if they could
pause, which was also ap-
proved. Dunn said he need-
ed to call back what was
apparently the mediator in
the Bevill case, potentially
lawyer Lance Vincent from
Tyler. Council member David
Dobbs, who is a defendant

in the case, said he also got a
call from the person.

“It's kind of an important
call,” said Dobbs.

Upon his return, Dunn said
that there was no final de-
termination from the phone
call. After discussing sever-
al other items on the special
meeting agenda, such as ap-
proving a take-home vehicle
policy for the police depart-
ment and calling for a gen-
eral election, Dunn asked if
they could pause the meeting
until 5 p.m., as he said they
hoped to receive “a phone
call” before then.

Ross suggested they go into

executive session instead,
which they did.

Dunn said they were not
going to take any action on
agenda item 4E, “Discuss and
consider action to eliminate
Police Position.”

Due to the timing of the
Quitman Chamber Banquet,
which began at 6 p.m., the
meeting was recessed at 5:22
p-m. All members present at
the QCC meeting were pres-
ent at the banquet. According
to Gilbert, the meeting re-
convened after the banquet,
starting at 8:10 p.m. and ad-
journing at 8:30 p.m.

There was no action after

the executive session. Todd
Wright was not present at the
meeting.

Bevill lawyer Laura Geis-
ler was unavailable for com-
ment.

The council will meet to
discuss the case again on
Thursday, Feb. 19.

Gilbert says the city is “just
talking about things, trying
to figure out how we can get
this done... (trying to figure
out) what we can do as a city,
and what we can’t do.”

LLADY JACKETS ON THE AT

TACK

Canyon Redding faces the basket for a short jumper. Also in the photo is Adelyn Steward. See story
and more photos, Page 11A. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Kali Chrietzberg on the attack. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Early voting
for March 3
primaries

begins

Early voting for the March 3 primaries will
take place until Friday, Feb. 27. It will take place
at the Carroll Green Civic Center in Quitman.
Days and hours are Feb. 17-20 from 8 a.m. to 5
p-m., Feb. 21 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Feb. 22 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Feb. 23-Feb. 27 from 7 a.m.

to7 p.m.

Sample ballots may be viewed at https:/ /elec-

tions.mywoodcounty.com/.

Filing updates for May 2
City and School Board elections

SHERIFF

From page 54

Deputy Beck, Deputy Vanatta, gunshot victim, near Upshur
County line. Victim transported by EMS to receive treatment.
After speaking with all parties through translator, deputies
determined shooting accidental, as bullet ricocheted, struck

victim.
FEB. 9

Deputy Knox, theft of service. Victim said was lawyer, client

The following candi-
dates have filed for the
upcoming May 2 city/
school board elections.
The filing window
closed on Friday, Feb.
13. A judge has ruled
that Burns and Oglesby
can be the only two can-
didates for the Hawkins
Alderman Place 5 seat.
Alba voters will also be
voting on a $20.6 mil-
lion school bond.

Mineola
City Council (3 seats
open) - Cassandra

Sampson, Ward 3 (in-
cumbent); Jimmy Al-
exander, Ward 2 (in-
cumbent); Greg Souser,
Ward 1

School Board (2 seats
open) — Jennifer Aber-
crombie, board member

(incumbent);  Rodney
Watkins, board member
(incumbent)

Hawkins

City Council (4 seats

open) - Susan Hub-
bard, Mayor; Kay-
la Ross, Mayor; Kirk
Price, Alderman Place
1, Meredith Hancock,
Alderman Place 1; Eleta
Taylor, Alderman Place
3; James Dacus, Alder-
man, Place 3; Jacque
Burns, Alderman Place
5, Norma Oglesby, Al-
derman Place 5

School Board (2 seats
open) — Ryan Gattis, po-
sition 6; Janice Vonner,
position 7 (incumbent)

Alba

City Council (3 seats
open) — Joyce Mar-
gos, seat four; Tammy
Kirkpatrick, seat four
(incumbent); Robert
Kraemer, seat two (in-
cumbent); Charles Park,
seat three; Dena John-
son, seat three

School Board (3 seats
open) - Kristopher
Quintana, Vice Presi-
dent (incumbent); Jed
Sitar, board member (in-

cumbent); Devin Haw-
thorn, board member

Winnsboro

City Council (3 seats
open) - Jenny Ange-
lo-Jongsma, alderman;
Stephen Boorman, al-
derman  (incumbent);
Antoinette  Shepherd,
alderman; Carol Suther-
land, alderman; (]
Thatcher, alderman (in-
cumbent)

School Board (3 seats
open, with one other un-
expired term up for spe-
cial election) — Michael
Walpole, Place 1, Brian
Busby, Place 1 (incum-
bent); Corey Thomp-
son, Place 4, Rhonda
Alexander, Place 4, Di-
ane Robinson, Place 4;
Jay Murdock, Place 2
(incumbent),  Shavon
Duffey, Place 2; Kristie
Amason, Place 3 (in-
cumbent), Jennifer Tin-
er, Place 3

Quitman

City Council (3 seats

open) — Katlyn Neigh-
bors, council member;
Steve Glenn, council
member (incumbent);
Jack Robinson, council
member (incumbent)

School Board (2 seats
open) — Vanessa Simp-
kins, board member (in-
cumbent), James Hicks,
board member (incum-
bent)

Yantis

City Council (3 seats
open) — Ken Sharpe,
council member (in-
cumbent); Steve Jud-
kins, council member
(incumbent); Gerald
Schmidt, council mem-
ber (incumbent)

School Board (2 seats
open, election canceled)
— Ryan Ogle, member
(incumbent);  Wynne
Sellers, member (in-
cumbent)

fled state before paying him. Offense report completed.

Lt. Morrison, Sgt. Skinner, Deputy Nichols, warrant service,
CR 4328. Joshua McLemore arrested on active warrant.

Deputy Haney, Deputy Tustin, Deputy Nichols, warrant ser-
vice, CR 4400. Richard Shirley arrested on active warrant.

FEB. 10

Deputy Haley, theft report, Hawkins. Victim said someone
stole gas can off front porch. Security footage provided, of-
fense report completed.

Deputy Knox, subject walking in road, FM 17. Deputies lo-

WANT TO KNOW
MORE ABOUT OUR
NEW TuesoAy
GRrROUP LESSONS?
CALL OR COME 8Y!

Your Shield of Protection

HEFNER GROUP

INSURANCE

COoOmPANY

MINEOLA MUSIC COMPANY .
cated female subject, intoxicated, Amber Hughes arrested for (903) 962-2182 Mlggglg 6£X5ﬁ357 73
public intoxication. 1 -”G .

Deputy Haley, theft. Subject said someone stole copper off WWW.MINEOLAMUSICCOMPANY.COM efnerGroup.com
work truck. Truck has cameras, footage requested.

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200

122 S. JOHNSON ST. | MINEOLA, TX

Shopping locally for the past 150 years
to support friends, neighbors & community..

..&continuing the tradition of helping the businesses of someone you know!

150 YEARS

Mineola.com A CITY OF MINEOLA <~ 903-569-6183
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Sorelle Tarms

Ed and Rachel Donnelly welcome visitors to the Valentine’s Farmers Market at Sorelle Farms, held
Thursday, Feb. 12. The Donnellys hought Bob Wells Nursery in Mineola in 2018, renaming the farm
Sorelle, an Italian word for sisters, in honor of their four daughters. (Monitor photos by James Taylor)

Caleb Cannon and Ralph Swoape offer Valentine’s bouquets made by Kaylee Swoape of Golden, who
sang at the farmers market.

Tyler Junior College announces
Valentine's Farmers Wlar/@t President’s, Dean’s Lists

Tyler Junior College
has recognized 562 stu-
dents who made the
President’s List. These
students completed 12
or more credit hours
with a 4.0 GPA.

The Dean’s List con-
sists of 1,009 students
who completed 12 or
more credit hours with
a minimum 3.3 GPA.

Wood County stu-
dents named to the
President’s List (ar-
ranged by hometown):

Alba — Mason Bohan-
nan, Elena Gonzalez

Hawkins - Keegan
Branam, Heidi Wilcox

Mineola - Victoria
Callaway, Danielle
Cathcart, Camila Del-
gadillo, Joshua Elston,
Trevor Glen, Benjamin
Honea, Madilynn Ir-
by-Sheeran, Riley Jones,
Sebastian Klodnicki,
Zion Olajide, Taryn

Whitt, Eleora William-
son, Riley Woodward

Quitman - Mary
Blackstone, John Yeager

Winnsboro - Kel-
sie  Brown, Kristilynn
Mabery, Ethan Poston,
Jacob Spears, Wesley
Sweaney

Yantis — Jace Horton,
Amber Nixon

Wood County stu-
dents named to the
Dean’s List (arranged
by hometown):

Alba - Brayden Bo-
hannan, Carmen Car-
rasco, Abigail Inman,
Kayleigh Logan, Adrian
Torres

Hawkins — Katie Bar-
ber, Timothy Durham,

David Kelley, Zach-
ary O’Connor, Justin
Schneider, Lexi Wil-

liams, Alexis Workman
Mineola — Christopher

Brandon, Sarah Brust,

Sophia Duncan, Shaunt-

el Greaves, Katharine
Little, Jaycee Maag,
Nathalie Marquez, Em-
ily Miller, Rebecca Na-
jera, Sydni Palmer, Jose
Pescador, Chad Pierce,
Nancy Plata, Karla Ro-
driguez, Laila Rushing,
Kingston  Straznicky,
Melissa Torres, Jimmy
Turner, Durren William-
son

Quitman - Cayne
Clark, Brendan Curry,
Kash Davis, Rebecca
Goodman, Amanda
Harzke, Lindsey Hor-
naday, Hunter Jacobs,
Brianna Manley, Kansas
Roth

Winnsboro — Georgia
Burnett, Shanda Davis,
Garrick Donnell, April
Larose, Ann Ledbetter,
Trinity Woodall

Yantis — Juana Cama-
cho, Maria Camacho,
Creager Quinn, Raleigh
Rhodes

University of Arkansas announces

Chancel

The University of Ar-
kansas is recognizing
students for earning a
place on the Fall 2025
Chancellor's List, the
university's highest se-
mester academic honor
for undergraduates.

To qualify for the
Chancellor's List, stu-
dents must attain a 4.0
GPA for the semester
while completing 12+
credit hours of neces-
sary coursework. All

students on the Chan-
cellor's List also auto-
matically earn recogni-
tion on the Dean's List,
which honors under-
graduates who achieve
a minimum 3.75 GPA
for the semester while
completing at least 12
credit hours.

Local students on the
Fall 2025 Chancellor's
List are listed below by
hometown.

Emily  Thibodeaux,

or's List students

Hawkins, BA, Psychol-
ogy

Avery Smith, Quit-
man, BS, Communica-
tion Sciences and Disor-
ders

Rowen Bowman of
Winnsboro, BS, Recre-
ation and Sport Man-

agement

Alexis  Mitchell  of
Winnsboro, Exploring
Undergraduate

H...f....._..__ _

Jerry, Trisha, and Lauren Sterbenz offer up freeze-dried fare from Hinterland Harvest of Wood County.

Presley Ward, owner of Taste and See, A Candy Apple Company, and her mother, greet visitors at their
booth. Ward said the name of her company comes from Psalm 34:8, “Taste and see that the Lord is
good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him.”

See FARMERS MARKET, Page 14A
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ACROSS

1 TX Billy Sol con

5 holder of Texas
Blue Bell scoops

6 Texas-born
Burnett starred
with this Alan in

‘Amil__
44 TX|sm

hand” (assist)
8 Tex-Mex mafia:
“La__
9 state nurses’ org.
2

42 by TX Jim Reeves

burner!” (exciting)
46 egg burglary? (2 wds.)
48 TXism: “let's
skee

tree

o of here”
Four Soason? 49 Toras
7 Txism: ¢ A 50 Texas-based

barn

out

CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

TEXAS

Copyright 2026 by Orbison Bros.

first president of
Rice: Edgar
Lovett
17 Edwards Aquifer
protector: “_____
___ Springs”
19 big track meet:
“Texas '
21 Del Wilber’s man-
ager career with
Rangers (2 wds.)
22 TXism: “restless

films

ﬁ'
51 TX Ty of the

“Mighty Ducks” 54

52 clairvoyance (abbr.)

46

9 TXism: “hot

55

56

32 TXism: “good __

1981 hit

star-shooting

wand that you see

on July 4th:

candle

35 TXism: “will miss
__you blink”

(small town)

36 one of many in

book “On Texas

Backroads” (2 wds.)

3

=

Stone” frontman
DOWN

1 TXism: “fits like

2 Ronnie Dunn’s
birth town
3 TX Richard King:
“Buy land ____
sell”
4 Bell____,TX

23 TXiom: “shers got 53 Pre-cable device: iﬂr?ﬁﬂ?ntg horn
sm: sh:rs 9 rabbit o Y 57
bonnet” (mad) 54 Z;(I:rgoghv?/ﬁﬁy 10 TXism: 58
28 Texas-based 1961 two ___ona
fim “Two ____ 56 cheerleading org dead worm”
Together” in Dallas (abbr.) . 11 TXism: h'|s faets
29 TXism: “camps 57 TXism: “justa. __elastlc” (liar)
outinthe M (é little) 12 T?(lsm: “don’t
corner” (religious) 58 Texas “Family give ahoot __ _
30 Oak Ridge Boys holler”

13 San Jacinto loser:
Antonio Lopez

14 this Jack starred
in old sitcom “The
Texas Wheelers”

15 __ Tawakoni
in northeast Texas

16 TX Don Henley
co-wrote tune:

‘' Eyes”

18 some Texans
have a big one

20 this TX Duncan
was “Peter Pan” on
Broadway (init.)

23 TX Buddy Holly’s
“That'll __ the Day”

24 _ lLago, TX

25 TXism: “in cahoots
with the devil”

26 TXism: “he can’t
___ _stick
horse” (dude)

27 Texas perennials

boy”
33 Texas doc (abbr.)
34 TXism: “ugly __sin”
36 sound of disgust
37 this Louis starred in
“Harper Valley PTA”
38 TXism: “reading
room”
39 instruction to a
“menu mama”
40 TXism:*“__
a beet”
41 TXism for “all of you”
43 Bible part (abbr.)
45 French “the”
47 normal, ordinary
48 TXism:“__a
bull give milk?” (no)
55 Claudette Colbert
film “Texas ___
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From page 74

less than $2,500.00 with
two or more previous
convictions, state jail
felony, Sept. 6, 2025.
Ronnie Wayne Douth-
it, Alba, aggravated
assault with a deadly
weapon, second degree

felony, March 9, 2025.
Edward Joseph
Drummond, Grand

Saline, PCS PG 1, one
gram or more but less
than 4 grams, third de-
gree felony, Sept. 21,
2025.

Stephen Duane Hen-
derson, Quitman, man-
ufacture or delivery of
a controlled substance,
PG 1, four grams or
more but less than 200
grams, first degree felo-
ny, Nowv. 9. 2025.

James Huerta, Haw-
kins, failure to comply
with sex offender’s reg-
istration requirements,
third degree felony,
Sept. 12, 2025.

David Lee Johnson,
Dallas, forgery of a fi-
nancial instrument
$2,500 or more but less
than $30,000 against the
elderly, state jail felony,
Nov. 19, 2025.

Jason Floyd Koenig,
Jr., Willis, evading arrest
or detention with a pre-
vious conviction, state
jail felony, Sept. 9, 2025.

Dustin Kyle Dean Mc-
Clenny, Mineola, PCS
PG 1\1-B, four grams or
more but less than 200
grams, second degree
felony; three counts
of abandoning or en-
dangering a child with
criminal ~ negligence,
state jail felony, Oct. 14,
2025.

Roy Dustin McClen-
ny, Mineola, unlawful
possession of a firearm
by a felon, third degree
felony; false drug test or
falsification device, class

B misdemeanor; man-
ufacture or delivery of
a controlled substance,
PG 1, greater than or
equal to 400 grams, first
degree felony, Oct. 27,
2025.

Joshua  McLemore,
Winnsboro, evading ar-
rest or detention with a
vehicle, third degree fel-
ony, Aug. 30, 2025.

Paula Antoinette Mc-
Spadden, Alba, PCS
PG 1/1-B, less than one
gram, state jail felony,
Nov. 24, 2025.

Walynn Don Monas-
co, Mineola, continuous
sexual abuse of a young
child, first degree felo-
ny, Sept. 1, 2025.

Ronald Perry Polley,
Mineola, PCS PG 1/1-
B, less than one gram,
state jail felony, Sept. 30,
2025.

Rashaun Nicole Por-
ter, Sulphur Springs,
PCS PG 1, one gram or
more but less than four
grams, third degree fel-
ony, Oct. 16, 2025.

Alisha Ann Puryear,
Mineola, unauthorized
use of a motor vehicle,
state jail felony, Dec. 26,
2025.

Darrell Dewayne
Shirley, Alba, failure
to comply with sex of-
fender’s registration re-
quirements, felony un-
assigned, Oct. 15, 2025.

Dillon Earl Stubble-
field, Gilmer, abandon
or endanger a child,
state jail felony, Nov. 2,
2025.

Lucas Roberto
Vasquez, Gladewater,
tamper or fabricate

physical evidence with
intent to impair, third
degree felony, Apr. 20,
2025.

Clarence Earl Wood,
Jr., Alba, PCS PG 2, four
grams or more but less
than 400 grams, second
degree felony, Nov. 5,
2025.

Mineola classifieds

Wanted

WE BUY MINERALS
We buy producing and non-pro-
ducing minerals. Bob. 903-520-
0452.

Keep up with Wood
County in the Monitor

FREE FRIENDLY DOG

1 year old big white dog, friendly,
good watch dog, 979-203-1419.

kA MASONIC LODGE

% GF .T PO Box 1119
! \ Quitman, TX 75783

Stated 1st Tues., 7 p.m.
MASTER: Greg Bower

PUBLIC NOTICE

» ONLINE AUCTION «

WOOD COUNTY will be disposing of County-

owned surplus property on an online auction at

www.purplewave.com

AUCTION will be
OPEN for bidding on, February 20, 2026 &
END on March 17, 2026 at 12:00 pm CST.

This disposal is in the accordance with Texas Local Government
Code 263.152 and was authorized by the Wood County
Commissioner's Court on February 13,2026.

— SURPLUS INCLUDES -

* Husqvarna RZ5424
Zero-turn Lawnmower

* Bush Hog 6ft 3 Point
Shredder

o Bush Hog 5ft 3 Point
Shredder

¢ 2011 International DT466
8 Yard Dump Truck
VIN #THTMKAAN7BH368887

* 2000 Eastern
Technologies Tanker

Trailer 5000 Gallons
VIN #NX0KDK0359

¢ Stewart & Stevenson
Truck Tractor MTV

M1088A1
VIN #1020217BFDN

¢ 2015 Ford F350 XL Crew

Cab Flat Bed

VIN #1FDBW3G62FEA45185
* 2004 Ford F-750 Cab

and Chassis

VIN #3FRXF75324V653535
¢ 2013 Freightliner

M2106

VIN #1FVACXBS3DHFF9488
* 2010 International

12YD Dump Truck

VIN #3HSCUAPR5AN 189496
* 2004 Ford F150

Super Cab Truck

VIN #2FTRX17W14CA04379
o Gray Ford F150

VIN #FTFW1CF5BFA26544

¢ Gold Honda Van
VIN #2HKRL186XXH511600

Lady Bulldogs show true grit in
44-32 win over Tatum Lady Eagles

BY CARLEY TUCKER

“Talent wins, tough finishes.”

That’s the motto printed on the Lady Bulldogs’
team bags this season, and on Monday night, Feb.
16, the Quitman girls lived up to it.

Assistant Coach Sheila Sapp pointed to the
phrase after the game and said, “We were tough
tonight. Tatum played hard, and we didn’t let up.
We showed true grit.”

Tatum entered the game with confidence, but
quickly met resistance when Autumn Cason stole
the ball and drove it down the court for the first
score of the night. The Lady Eagles answered with
a bucket of their own, setting the tone for a defen-
sive battle.

Although the Quitman squad is smaller in size,
they managed to shut down Tatum’s 6-foot stand-
out Kamdyn Scott all evening. Laine Kelly hit a
three-pointer, and Annabelle Popek made two free
throws to give the Lady Bulldogs a narrow 7-6 lead
at the end of the first quarter.

In the second quarter, Quitman extended their
lead to 27-18 with an all-around offensive effort.
Cason opened the period with another basket,
while Lynlee Taylor added four points. Popek
dropped in a bucket, and Addison Sapp contrib-
uted a deuce and a three-pointer. Both Kelly and
Kinsley McCutcheon scored on fast breaks off of
steals, and Erin VanderSchaaf capped the half with
a clean three-pointer that hit nothing but net.

Coming out of halftime, Tatum tried to shift the
momentum, but struggled against Quitman’s re-
lentless defense.

Athletic Director Shane Webber praised the ef-
fort: “Our defense really did a good job putting
pressure on their guards to create key turnovers
that led to good transition points,” he said.

He added that he was especially proud of “how
hard we rebounded at times against their ‘bigs.””

Cason once again set the tone in the third quarter
with a three-pointer. Addison Sapp followed with
a bucket and three free throws, while Taylor added
another score to push the lead to 37-27 heading into
the final quarter.

Tatum continued to fight, but couldn’t find their
rhythm, managing just five points in the fourth
quarter. Sapp nailed another three-pointer early,
and Kelly added a basket and a pair of free throws
to seal the game 44-32.

The Lady Bulldogs will continue playoff action
Friday night, Feb. 20, against DeKalb in Pittsburg.

Erin VanderSchaaf drives for the basket. (Monitor photo by Carley
Tucker)

Notice of Public Hearing for

ALBA-GOLDEN

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT’S

Annual Report

Alba-Golden ISD has scheduled a public
hearing at the next regular board meeting
on Monday, February 23, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
at the Alba-Golden ISD Secondary Distance
Learning Room, located at 1373 CR 2377,
Alba, TX 75410. The purpose of this
hearing is to discuss the 2024-2025 Annual
Report. The annual report will be available
for viewing online at www.agisd.org or at
Central Office beginning February 24, 2026.

Hospice and Palliative Care

-Zero cost to qualified individuals

-Compassionate support for patients & families

-Focused on comfort, peace & personalized support

-We come to you! Providing comfort where you feel the safest
-Call today to schedule your free, no obligation nurse visit!

109 N Main Quitman, TX
(903) 841-4116

East Texas
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Mineola’s Kaleb Silverio had a stellar match, which included a goal, against Bullard. (Monitor photo
by John Arbter)

Late goal guts Mineola

BY JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Mineola vs. Bul-
lard soccer match last
Friday was a wild af-
fair, with seismic shifts
in momentum, techni-
cal brilliance and a lot
of grit. It was decided
in overtime, as the

visiting Bullard Pan-
thers took the match 4-3
with a goal in the sec-
ond half of overtime.

It is impossible to
qualify this match with
any standard soccer de-
scription.

In the second minute
of play, a shot by Bull-
ard deflected off a de-
fender’s head and rico-
cheted off the crossbar.
A whistle stopped play.
It was determined that
an ‘apparent’ hand-
ball had made contact
with the shot. Bullard
dispatched the penalty
kick and took a 1-0 lead.

After the initial shock,
the Yellowjackets strug-
gled to clear through
the Bullard midfield.

In the 14th minute,
Gorge Zavala entered
the pitch. Within a min-
ute, he sprinted clear of
the midfield and made
a strong run up the
right side. Recognizing
that Zavala would have
a clear run on goal, the
Bullard defender took
out his legs as he en-
tered the box. A penalty
kick was awarded.

Brayan Torres calmly
smashed the penalty
into the left corner, ty-
ing the score.

The remainder of the
first half was a series of
attacks and counterat-
tacks. Each side gener-
ated excellent scoring
opportunities.

In the 22nd minute,
Mineola shaped a text-
book attack: the se-
quence was Heriberto
Lucas to Torres to Cris-
tian Ledesma to Zava-
la, whose well-struck
shot sailed just wide. In
the 30th minute, Torres
pushed a shot just left
of the far post.

In goal, Yellowjack-
et keeper Johnny Ro-
cha tipped a potential
goal just over the top to
deny Bullard as the half
wound down.

Five Jackets were in-
volved in the sequence
that saw Kaleb Silverio
bury a shot on a clean
run to give Mineola a
2-11ead in the 37th min-
ute.

Mineola  continued
to attack, but a counter
by Bullard leveled the
score again in the last
minute of the first half.

Bullard had the better
measure of play in the
first 15 minutes of the
second half. Then, it all
changed.

Two yellow cards
were awarded Mineola
for overaggressive play.
A red card for a com-

ment from the bench
followed, and sudden-
ly the home side was
down one man.

The Jackets came un-
der intense pressure as
Bullard sought to take
advantage.

Excellent defending
kept the game scoreless
through regulation.

Mineola is adept at
scoring while under-
manned, and they did
challenge Bullard in the
second half. Most no-
tably, Eduardo Zavala
sent a blistering shot
in on goal, and Leonar-
do Villanueva issued a
shot just over the bar.

The match went to
two 10-minute over-
time periods, with both
sides at full strength.

Due to fatigue, the
game morphed into a
series of long kicks.

In the fifth minute
of overtime, Bullard
launched an attack up
the right side. The shot
came from about 20
meters and was mis-
hit. It careened to the
goal with a tremendous
amount of spin. Rocha
made the initial save,
but the ball spun clear,
and it fell to a

Bullard attacker. The
Panthers led 3-2.

The Yellowjackets had
no quit in them. They
dominated play in the
second half of over-

See MINEOLA, Page 13A

Lady Jackets take
bi-district by storm

BY JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Every good rally needs a spark.
In their 77-37 bi-district win over
the Gladewater Lady Bears Mon-
day, Feb. 16, that spark for the
Mineola Lady Jackets came from
Mahayla McMahon.

The score stood 5-4 at Tyler Junior
College’s Wagstaff gymnasium
midway through the opening pe-
riod. McMahon called for the ball
after an inbound, in the offensive
zone. She drilled a three-pointer,
which ignited the Lady Jackets.

Canyon Redding then went
on a tear, logging four successive
scores. She hit a jump shot with an
assist from Kaitlyn McMahon, put
two offensive rebounds back in,
and drove the lane.

Four other Lady Jackets also
scored in that opening period. At
the quarter break, Mineola led 21-
8.

Two three-pointers from Kait-
lyn McMahon opened the second
quarter. The domination contin-
ued, as Mineola built a 20-point
lead midway through the second
quarter. The Lady Jackets ended
the half on an 11-point run.

Each Lady Jacket was present
and accounted for. The focus of
Caroline Castleberry, the energy of
Sophia Hogue, and the timely con-
tributions of Marley Johnson (who
blocked Gladewater’s first shot
attempt), Adelyn Steward, Haylee
Nicholson and Raelyn Douglas
were evident.

It was, however, Kali Chrietzberg
who set the tone for the team. Chri-
etzberg’s hostile edge, physicality
and aggressiveness communicat-
ed that the Lady Jackets simply
would not be denied.

After exhausting the Lady Bears
in the first half with unrelenting
pressure and their normal offense,
the Lady Jackets made a strategic
change for the second half. Coach
McQuary went to a spread offen-
sive set.

It gave the Lady Jackets a chance
to exploit the Lady Bears in one-
on-one situations. It worked like a
charm.

Repeatedly, Mineola was able
to drive to the basket with one of
three outcomes: a layup, a pass to
a teammate on the backside, or a
foul on the shot. Chrietzberg led
this charge, driving the lane con-
sistently and drawing fouls from
desperate defenders.

The Lady Jackets outpaced the
Lady Bears at every turn. By the
late stages, Mineola was beating
Gladewater up and down the floor.
It was a testament to the condition-
ing of the Lady Jackets.

Chrietzberg led Mineola scorers
with 17 points. Redding, Kaitlyn
McMahon and Hogue joined her
in double figures. All Lady Jackets
etched the scorebook.

The win sets Mineola up against
the Atlanta Lady Rabbits, who
knocked off a strong Jefferson team
51-47 in bi-district action.

Raelyn
Douglas
puts a
defender
on her
hip while
driving
the lane.
(Monitor
photo

by John
Arbter)

(]
Edgewood dominates ALBA-GOLDEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
second h(l", defeats Jackets STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES
IN FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
BY JOHN ARBTER
woodatystringer@gmail.com YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2025
The district-leading Edgewood Bulldogs handed 10 omnf 98
Mineola a 62-41 defeat last Tuesday on the Jackets’ Data Other Total
home court. Control General Governmental Governmental
The Edgewood side is one of the better teams to Codes Fund Funds Funds
come out of District 15-3A in recent years. They
have all the physical components of a quality side: REVENUES
height, quickness and strength. They also possess | 5700 Local and Intermediate Sources $ 3959180 $ 352680 $ 4,311,860
accurate shooting hands and great finishing ability 5800 State Program Revenues 8,535,219 359,696 8,894,915
around the basket. 5900 Federal Program Revenues - 636,476 636,476
In order for Mineola to upset the number one
Sﬁed, everything would have to go according to 5020 Total Revenues $ 12,494,399 $ 1,348,852  $ 13,843,251
their plan.
For the first quarter and a half, the Jackets” plan EXPENDITURES
was working. With 3:21 to play in the half, the score Current:
was locked 18-18. 0011  Instruction $ 6412667 $ 354275 $ 6,766,942
0012 Instructional Resources and Media Services 86,677 93 88,770
See JACKETS, Page 13A 0013  Curriculum and Staff Development 160,428 55,988 216,416
0021 Instructional Leadership 96,504 - 96,504
0023  School Leadership 616,863 20,261 637,124
0031 Guidance, Counseling and Evaluation Services 178,725 - 178,725
CI assified ad rates 0033 Health Services 78,205 - 78,205
0034  Student Transportation 268,758 - 268,758
. 0035 Food Services 5,312 502,786 508,098
an d d ea d I ines 0036  Cocurricular/Extracurricular Activities 429,140 87,258 516,398
0041  General Administration 730,309 - 730,309
0051 Facilities Maintenance and Operations 1,468,267 99,960 1,568,247
0052  Security and Monitoring Services 76,433 97,129 173,562
WOrd ads 0053 Data Processing Services 146,524 - 146,524
0071 Principal on Long-term Debt 15,483 100,000 115,483
0072 Interest on Long-term Debt 7,116 41,688 48,804
0073 Debt Issuance Costs and Fees - 30 30
3 p'm' Monday’ 0081 Capital Outlay 100,775 29,229 130,004
0093 Payments for Shared Service Arrangements 540,964 - 540,964
§12 for 15 words then 20-cents/word
D l 6030 Total Expenditures $ 11,419,150 $ 1,388,717 $ 12,807,867
lsp ay ads 1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over
Expenditures $ 1075249 $  (39,865) $ 1,035,384
Noon Monday, .
1200 Net Changes in Fund Balances $ 1,075,249 $ (39,865) $ 1,035,384
[]
$9/column inch 0100 Fund Balance - Beginning (September 1) 7,854,292 962,032 8,816,324
3000 Fund Balance - Ending (August 31) $ 8,929,541 $ 922,167 $ 9,851,708
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Lady Jackets capture district title

BY JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Mineola Lady Jackets
weathered a stiff challenge
from the visiting Edgewood
Lady Bulldogs last Tues-
day and ended the night as
district co-champions. The
49-36 win earned Mineola a
10-2 district record and lined
up the Lady Jackets with
a bi-district championship
game on Monday.

Edgewood leveraged their
large-bodied line-up to con-
trol the lane, while their ca-
pable guards proved to be
a challenge for Mineola’s
press.

The teams ran simi-
lar schemes, employing a
hounding man-to-man and
an effective press. The Lady
Jackets proved to be more
than up to the challenge.

Midway through the sec-
ond period, it was still a one-
point game. Mineola began to
win the battle of the presses.
In the first half, Mineola pres-
sure forced three backcourt
violations by Edgewood.

The home side finished
the half with a 14-3 scoring
differential. As has become
her role, Kali Chrietzberg
jump-started the scoring
with back-to-back 3-pointers.
Kaitlyn McMahon then sunk
a 3-pointer on a play in which
she called for the ball.

A friendly bounce off the
iron saw Caroline Castle-
berry’s corner 3-pointer fall
through, and Canyon Red-
ding concluded the scoring
in the first half with a jumper
in the lane.

At the half, Mineola held a
27-18 lead.

Edgewood closed the score

twice in the third period. On
both occasions it was the ag-
gressive play of Redding that
derailed any Edgewood rally.
Redding has become a dom-
inant rebounder and has de-
veloped a deadly short jump
shot which she can put on

The 2025-26 Lady Jackets. (Monitor photos by John Arbter)

target even when under great
pressure.

The Lady Jackets owned
the final period, retaining
their composure as the game
reached the final exhausting
phase.

Chrietzberg and Redding

each tallied 15 points. Mc-
Mahon, Adelyn Steward, and
Marley Johnson also etched
the scorecard.

The Lady Jackets faced the
Gladewater Lady Bears for
bi-district Monday, Feb. 16 at
Tyler Junior College.
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Now Offering All New,
ALL INCLUSIVE RATES!

We no longer have care levels that change with your care needs.

Let Our House Be Your Home!

The Wesley House in Quitman, Texas offers an alternative to people
who are unable to, or no longer want to, live alone.
The Wesley House is licensed as a Type B Large facility.

STED I

Kali Chrietzberg and Kaitlyn McMahon cut off a Lady Bulldog

NEW CONSTRUCTION
REMODEL = ADD ON

TIRUC
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Mike Nance
903-574-4488

mandmconstruction@aol.com

To learn more about what we offer & our all inclusive rates, call:
Executive Director, Jennifer Smith - 903-763-1303

Quitman, TX 75783

Built to Suit e Custom Design = Superior Quality

Productivity appraisal

may lower the property
taxes on your farm,
ranch or timberland!

Are you eligible

for tax relief?

Texas law allows farmers, ranchers, wildlife managers and
timber growers to pay property taxes based upon their
land's productivity value rather than on its market value.
This means qualified land is taxed based on its ability to
produce crops, livestock or timber—not on its value on the
real estate market. And it can mean substantial property tax
savings.

Taxpayer Assistance Pamphlet

Learn information related to the following topics:

— Functions of a taxpayer liaison officer
— How to protest property value

— What can be protested

— What is an ARB

— When are protests filed

When is the application deadline?

If your land has never had a productivity appraisal or you
are a new owner, you must apply to your local appraisal dis-
trict before May 1 to take advantage of this benefit on your
property taxes. You may get up to 60 extra days if you have
a good reason and ask for it before May 1. If you miss this
deadline, you may still be able to apply, but you will pay a
penalty. Check with your appraisal district office.

e You'll learn steps to prepare for a protest hearing.
The Taxpayer Assistance Pamphlet will tell you how
to prepare a protest to the local appraisal review
board.

e You'll learn the kinds of protests the appraisal
review board can hear and what kind of evidence
you need to bring to your hearing.

Do you need to reapply annually?

If your land already receives agricultural or timber produc-
tivity appraisal, you normally don't need to reapply unless
the chief appraiser requires you to do so. If a new applica-
tion is required, the appraisal district will notify you by mail.

e Key dates are listed, so you'll know what you
must do and when you're required to act.

The Taxpayer Assistance Pamphlet is free. For more Information, call or come by:

A Spanish language version is also available.

Ask for yours today at: WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT

PO BOX 1706
QUITMAN, TX 75783
903-763-4891
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
PO BOX 1706

QUITMAN, TX 75783

903-763-4891

or on the web at: comptroller.texas.gov/taxes/property-tax

A public service announcement courtesy of your local appraisal district.

A public service announcement courtesy of your local appraisal district.
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Quitman seals co-district championship
with road win against Grand Saline

BY CARLEY TUCKER

The Quitman Lady Bulldogs
wrapped up district play with a road
win over the Grand Saline Lady In-
dians on Tuesday, Feb. 10, defeating
Grand Saline 45-37. The victory se-
cured the co-district championship
for Quitman, a title they share with
the Mineola Lady Jackets.

The Bulldogs got off to a slow start
as Grand Saline jumped to an early
lead in the first quarter. The fast start
appeared to rattle Quitman, which
struggled to find rhythm on both
ends of the court. Although the Lady
Bulldogs cut into the deficit in the
second quarter, they still trailed the
tough Grand Saline squad 26-21 at
halftime.

After the break, Quitman came out
more focused and settled into its nor-
mal pace of play. The Lady Bulldogs
erased the deficit in the third quarter
and edged ahead 29-28 heading into
the final period. The fourth quarter
was a tense back-and-forth battle,
with teams trading baskets. Quitman
finally found its rhythm in the closing
minutes, pulling away to secure the
45-37 win.

“I was glad we were able to come
out in the second half and compete
and play more our style,” said head
coach Blake Hamrick. “Sometimes
shots don’t go in and you have to
grit out a win, and it’s not going to be
pretty — and I'm proud of the girls for

doing that in the second half.”

Autumn Cason led the Lady Bull-
dogs with 14 points, five rebounds,
five steals and one assist. Addison
Sapp continued her strong play with
eight points, four steals, four assists,
one block and an impressive 12 re-
bounds, eight on the defensive end.
Kinsley McCutcheon added eight
points and three rebounds, while
Laine Kelly contributed six points,
two steals, one block, one assist and
nine rebounds. Erin VanderSchaaf
stepped up with five points, seven re-
bounds and four steals. Kaylin Sapp
added two points, four assists and a
steal, and Lynlee Taylor chipped in
two points and three rebounds.

The Lady Bulldogs played for the
bi-district championship on Monday,
Feb. 16 at Legacy High School in Ty-
ler. Quitman faced the Tatum Eagles.

Quoted on Feb. 10, Coach Hamrick
said he was optimistic heading into
the first round of the playoffs.

“I like our chances,” Hamrick said.
“Obviously, Tatum is a very good
team — they’re in the same boat as us
after tying for first place in their dis-
trict. Unfortunately, the way the new
playoff system works, you end up
with two district champions playing
each other in the first round. That's
not an ideal draw, and Tatum is good.
But, if we play our basketball and
don’t let the moment be too big for
us, we'll be perfectly fine.”

Senior Klayton Meadows attempts some fancy
footwork to get around Grand Saline defenders.
(Monitor photo by Carley Tucker)

Lucas Sandifer holds the ball. (Monitor photo by
Carley Tucker)

Quitman Bulldogs fall to

Grand Saline after strong start

BY CARLEY TUCKER

After a strong opening
quarter, the Quitman
Bulldogs couldn’t main-
tain their momentum
Friday night, falling
81-44 on the road to the
Grand Saline Indians.

Quitman came out
firing with one of its
best first-quarter perfor-
mances of the season.
Jonathan Hayes and
Klayton Meadows set
the tone offensively as
the Bulldogs built a 16-
10 lead by the end of the
period.

Grand Saline, how-
ever, found its rhythm
in the second quarter
and took control of
the game, outscoring

Quitman 22-7 to claim
a 33-32 halftime ad-
vantage. The Bulldogs
struggled to keep pace
in the second half and
were unable to match
Grand Saline’s offen-
sive surge.

Grand Saline added
21 points in the third
quarter while holding
Quitman to nine. The
Indians pulled away in
the final period, scoring
28 points compared to
Quitman’s 12 to seal the
81-44 victory.

Hayes led Quitman
with 15 points, includ-
ing four three-point-
ers. Senior Klayton
Meadows added eight
points, five rebounds,
two assists and a steal.

Matthew Moore con-
tinued his strong play
with seven points and
five rebounds, while
Riley Mason added
five points and three
rebounds. Logan Da-
vis knocked down a
three-pointer and add-
ed a steal, an assistand a
rebound. Lucas Sandif-
er, Ben Boisclair and Ty
Harkins each contrib-
uted a basket. Sandifer
also finished with four
rebounds and four as-
sists, Boisclair grabbed
a rebound, and Harkins
recorded two rebounds
and a steal.

The Bulldogs closed
out their season at home
Tuesday against Edge-
wood.

Autumn Cason attempts to put up two in the third
quarter. (Monitor photo by Carley Tucker)

Laine Kelly evades defenders as she drives to the
basket. (Monitor photo by Carley Tucker)

JACKETS

From page 94

The game was large-
ly decided in the next
few sequences. Mineola
committed a turnover
in the offensive zone,
which led to a break-
away. An offensive re-
bound put-back add-
ed to the deficit when
a fortuitous bounce
found a Bulldog under
the basket. Consecutive
3-pointers pushed the
lead to ten points as the
halftime buzzer sound-
ed.

In the waning seconds
of the half, Zane Strange
made a superb effort to
slap away a lay-up on
an Edgewood break-
away. His play was in-
dicative of the fight in
the Jackets.

Mineola scored twice
to open the second half.
Ainsley Steward went
the length of the court
and finished with a
beautiful scoring drive.
On the next possession,
Steward again drove
the basket, but, at the
last second, dished the
ball to Strange, who laid
the ball in.

It was a great start
and reduced the deficit
to six.

Edgewood’s offense
began to produce. The
Bulldogs put up 18
points in the third and
16 points in the fourth.
A 7-point run late in the
third opened a 19-point
lead. Once the Bull-
dogs began to score,
they played faster and

scored at a greater pace.

The Jackets, of course,
never quit; but, once
a deficit was opened,
Mineola lost the abili-
ty to challenge for the
game.

As the game ended,
Steward and Strange
gave the home fans a
memorable play. Stew-
ard sliced through the
Bulldog defense and
went airborne. He laid
the ball up for Strange,

who adjusted to it in
mid-air and converted
with an artful lay-in. It
was a beautiful play.

Mineola defeated the
Malakoff Tigers 55-47
on Feb. 13 and sit in
third place in district
with a 7-4 record. The
Jackets traveled to 4th
place Winona on Feb. 16
in the final district game
of the season. Playoff
match-ups will be forth-
coming.

{ 2026 SPORTS SCHEDULE |

B'ASEB’A‘L'L;

Alba-Golden =~ @ Commerce Tournament Feb.19-21 TBA
@® James Bowie Feb.23  6:00PM

Mineola @ Frankston/AllSaints Tournament Feb.19-21  TBA
@ Winnsboro gl Feb.24_ 4:30PM

Quitman ®Edgewood eb. 5:00PM
@Chisum Feb.23 4:30PM

Alba-Golden @ @TASO Tournament Feb.19-21 TBA
Vs. Winnsboro Feb.24 6:00PM

Mineola @M. Pleasant Tournament _,  Feb.19-21  TBA

VS. Brownsboro

=+ Feb.24  4:30PM

Quitman VS. Pittsburg

Feb.24 4:30PM

TENNIS!

SOCCER MINEOLA BOYS G
VS. Athens Feb.20 6:00PM & J
@®  Cumberland Feb.23  6:00PMm s

Mineola @Elkhart Tournament Feb.24 8:00AM :?’
[V vs. Mount Vernon Feb.25 4:00PM |, 4
Feb. 79 4:00PM o 2

Quitman VS. Mt.Vernon

1GASLEYE)
SUPPLY

PROPANE & WELDING SUPPLIES

GASANDSUPPLY.COM

SERVING WOOD COUNTY SINCE 1948

We offer complete PROPANE SERVICE along with
professional grade WELDING SUPPLIES AND GASES.

Mineola & East Texas Area

903-569-3837

To advertise, call 903-569-2442 or email ads@wood.cm

MINEOLA

From page 94

time. Defender Sebastian Klodnicki
came forward and placed a beauti-
ful ball from the midfield over the
top to a sprinting Ledesma. Ledes-
ma rocketed the ball past the Bull-
ard keeper to level the score, 3-3.

Most of the remaining eight min-
utes were played in Mineola’s of-
fensive zone. The Jackets had three
corners, two free kicks and numer-
ous deep throw-ins in the remaining
time.

It was a desperate long pass ahead
in the final minute of play that de-
termined the game. A massive colli-
sion between four players (including
Mineola keeper Rocha)

resulted in the ball being jarred
loose. Bullard guided it into the open
net.

It was clear that the Mineola side
had thought that the play had ceased
with the ball in Rocha’s hands, but it
did not. It was a tragic way for the
match to end.

The best ticket in town is to come
out and see the Yellowjacket soccer
side. They are skilled, determined

NS

Yellowjacket keeper Johnny Rocha fips a shot

over the bar in the 33rd minute. (Monitor photo
by John Arbter)

and play with passion. The next
chance to see them in action is Fri-
day, Feb. 20 as they host the Athens
Hornets. Action commences at 6
p-m.
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ALWAYS FREE DIAGNOSTICS!

TROUBLESHOOTING &
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE

FREE ALIGNMENT WITH PURCHASE OF 2 OR MORE TIRES!

FULL
SERVICE
AUTO
REPAIR

Full * Rebuilds
Automotive * Brakes
* AC Work * Tires
* Engine Repair * Oil Change

“I served my nation in the Marine Corps, and now I serve my community and
fellow man.” - Your Service Center owner Timothy Maples

BACK BY DEMAND: OUR $49.99 OIL CHANGE! (5qts standard)

* Car Detailing
* 10% discount for
military, educators,
I'st responders

Family Owned,
Veteran Owned

616 E. Goode St.in Quitman | (903) 492-3500
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Monica Coffman, owner of 5C Beer and Wine Garden of Winnshoro, and her friend Melissa Plunkett,
serve up adult beverages at the market. (Monitor photos by James Taylor)

Francisco Menchaca and his partner Nicole Campbell, owners of Chill Out drinks, smoothies, and
smoothie bowls in Mineola, offer market-goers healthy juices and drinks.
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Kaylee Swoape of Golden performs an acoustic set at the farmers market. e n

OPEN DAILY:

FRESH y
FAST \ Check our FB

FOOD! : S & Page for Hours
225",4‘:"":3;'.}’;" L (903) 844-6408

Come enjoy our world-famous smashburgers, patty melts, fries, hatch chile
queso fries, onion rings, classic hand-scooped milkshakes, and so much more!

Catherine Blanchard, fine art portrait artist of South Tyler, paints one of a series of portraits she is

making honoring mothers and daughters.

& THE CONUENIENT STORE

Located af Zul's Smash Burgets « Mineola, TX « OPEN 8a-7p « Closed Sundays

Discount Tobacco * Smoke Shop ¢ Vapes
Snacks ¢ Candies * Chocolates ¢ Ice Cream ¢ Jerkey
Drinks ¢ Sodas ¢ Coffee * Energy Drinks * Milk ¢ Bread ¢ Eggs
Gift Shop * Keychams * Phone Chargers ¢ Lottery . Sunglasses

Seeher Fouracre Farm and baked goods of Lindale offer a variety of Valentine’s-themed treats. Their
sourdough bread sold out in the first hour of the market.

¢ {'CRAPPIEFEST 2026
MARcH’27-29 | LAKE FORK TX W‘*’”ff
'

CODY CANNON
HlSKE Two BIG |=|5|-| TOURNAMENTS'

JMYERS 3100 000>

Tickets Available Online Now IN CASH AND PRIZES
CRAPP' EFEST COM FESTIVAL EXPO BOAT SHOW FAMILY FUN 150+ VENDORS

SRA

-AIINI. RIVER AUTHORITY




