Governor and parishioner
The beginning of Cathedral
of St. Joseph parishioner
Gov. Mike Kehoe’s term in
office was clothed in prayer,
worship and gratitude.
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Exploring power of sacred music in the Liturgy

Choir members and accompanists lead the singning at a Mass at the outdoor altar of the National Shrine of Mary, Mother of the

Church, in Laurie, in the spring of 2024.

— Photo by Jay Nies

Bp. McKnight: An invitation to share your voice

A related perspective can be found on Page 6 & 7
Este mensaje se puede encontrar en espaiiol en la pagina 17

When we sing together in the liturgy, the Holy Spirit
moves among us.

Liturgical singing is an act
of faith that resonates deep-
ly within our hearts — it is
more than just voices raised
in harmonys; it is the binding
of hearts in worship.

Sacrosanctum Concilium, the Second Vatican Council doc-
ument on the sacred Liturgy, teaches us that:

“The musical tradition of the universal Church is a trea-
sure of inestimable value, greater even than that of any other

art ... as it is more closely connected with the liturgical ac-
tion, whether it adds delight to prayer, fosters unity of minds,
or confers greater solemnity upon the sacred rites” (no. 112).
It’s true, most of us are not blessed with perfect voices,
myself included! I understand that it can take courage to
sing boldly in the presence of
others. But when we raise our
voices together, we partic-
ipate in a profound act that
celebrates our unity in faith

and glorifies God.
My hope is that everyone in our diocese feels called to par-
ticipate in the sacred music of our Masses and other liturgies.

See MAKING CONNECTIONS, page 19

Surveys, listening sessions to be part
of sacred music consultation called for
by Bishop McKnight

The bishop’s “Making Connections”
column on the consultation
can be found on this page

By Jay Nies

No one can dispute the power of sa-
cred music to draw people into a deeper
relationship with God and the saints in
heaven.

But not all lyrics and melodies are
appropriate for Catholic liturgies, and
the panoply of settings for the regular
parts of the Mass leaves some people si-
lent when they visit parishes other than
their own.

At the same time, continuing to use
music by composers who have credible
allegations of sexual abuse against them
can exacerbate the pain of such abuse.

“So, we have what should be a
healthy tension between the gifted art-
ist being creative and the importance
of being faithful to the teaching thats
been handed down to us,” stated Father
Daniel Merz, chairman of the diocesan
Liturgical Commission.

That tension will be thoroughly ex-
plored through a diocesan-wide sacred
music consultation called for by Bishop
W. Shawn McKnight.

The purpose will be to draw the lo-
cal Church into a prayer-led dialogue
about how sacred music can be best
used to encourage active participation
in the Liturgy.

“I am eager to hear from everyone,
in an extensive process of listening and
discernment, as we embark on this pro-
cess together,” the bishop stated.

The consultation will begin with a

See MUSIC, page 21

Find us online at
CATHMO.COM
and

@DIOJEFFCITY



MOVING? If you are moving or changing parishes, please fill out
information below. Clip and mail to THE CATHOLIC MISSOURIAN,
2207 West Main Street, Jefferson City, MO 65109-0914. Or complete the

online form at diojeffcity.org/update-information. Allow two weeks.

NEW ADDRESS

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

NEW PARISH

OLD PARISH

01/24/25

Pray for deceased priests

Jan. 27 —Fr. Charles A. Pfeiffer, St. Stephen, Indian Creek (1999)

Jan. 29 — Fr. William ]. Berkel, Holy Spirit, Centralia (1959);
Msgr. Joseph J. Morrell, St. Patrick, Rolla (1989)

Jan. 31— Fr. James M. Denner, St. Boniface, Koeltztown (1962)

Feb. 2 — Fr. Francis ]. Stangl, St. Jude Thaddeus, Mokane (2008)

Feb. 7 — Msgr. Joseph H. Winkelmann, Sacred Heart, Rich
Fountain (1960)

Communications Coordinator

St. Peter Parish in Jefferson City is seeking a

Communications Coordinator to provide in-

ternal and external communication support

for the parish and school. This individual must

have experience with various forms of media,

and the ability to interact effectively with the

pastor, school principal, parish and school staff, parish vol-

unteers and vendors as necessary. Essential duties include

producing the weekly parish bulletin for print and digital

editions, maintaining/updating the parish website; Facebook

and Instagram pages, and working with the school princi-

pal to assist with school communications. Qualified candi-

dates should have experience with Microsoft Office Suite

and preferred experience with Adobe InDesign; be able to

communicate effectively, both verbally and written; ability

to creatively maintain social media outlets; and respect the

Roman Catholic faith and tradition. A flexible work schedule
is required.

For a detailed job description please visit diojeffcity.org/
about-us/employment or apply on Indeed.com.
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Prayers for vocations continue

“Called By Name,” Feb. 8 and 9
Bishop W. Shawn McKnight is urging all

priests to preach about vocations the weekend of
Feb. 8-9, in keeping with the Sunday readings,
and invite parishioners to participate in a dioce-
san-wide “Called by Name” initiative.

This will involve submitting the names of
young men and women who have demonstrated
lives of prayer and service.

“It will be an opportunity for us as the Church
to acknowledge the gifts that the Lord is pouring
out on his young people, and also a chance to
encourage a response to those gifts,” said Father
Paul Clark, diocesan director of vocations and
seminarians.

The names will be submitted to the Vocations
Ofhice, so the individuals can be invited to up-

coming vocation events.

Meanwhile, Bishop McKnight is urging par-
ishes to include the diocesan Prayer for Vocations
in every opportunity to gather and worship.

Families are also encouraged to pray the prayer
together.

Parishes are being asked to set aside and pro-
mote regular prayer time and Holy Hours specif-
ically for vocations.

Pastors were directed to bring together a voca-
tion ministry team for each parish, and to send
the members to a training workshop for promot-
ing a culture of vocation in every parish.

All of this is part of a three-part plan the Jeffer-
son City diocese is implementing to reinvigorate
vocational ministry in every parish.

The steps involve prayer, formation and ser-
vice.

with a generous “yes.”
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Almighty Father, you have created us for some definite purpose.
Grant us the grace to know the path you have planned for us in this life and to respond

Make our diocese, parishes, homes and hearts fruitful ground for your gift of vocations.

May our young people respond to your call with courage and zeal.

Stir among our men a desire and the strength to be good and holy priests.

Bless us with consecrated religious and those called to a chaste single life, permanent
deacons, and faithful husbands and wives, who are a sign of Christ’s love for his Church.

We commend our prayer for vocations to you, Father, through the intercession of Mary
our Mother, in the Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Stages of seminary formation

DIOCESE OF
Jefferson City

WE’RE HIRING!

The Chancery Office of the Diocese of Jefferson City is
now taking applications for the following positions in
our Jefferson City office:

» Matrimonial Tribunal Judge
» Director of Pastoral Liturgy
» Database Manager

Job descriptions and links for applying can be found at
diojeffcity.org/about-us/employment

By Father Paul Clark

Here is a brief description
of each of the stages of priestly
formation for seminarians:

Propaedeutic Stage

(1-3 years; a new stage of
formation) Most men need a
period of human maturation
while receiving basic instruc-
tion in spirituality and Chris-
tian living. The goal is to lay a
foundation for a new way of
life through prayer, study, fra-
ternity, and docility to forma-
tion.

Discipleship Stage
(2-4 years; previously col-
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lege seminary or pre-Theology)
This stage focuses on grow-
ing in relationship with Jesus

tity as he studies theology, active-
ly serves the poor and practices
evangelization.

Christ, with special focus on
human formation and philo-
sophical studies.

Vocational Synthesis Stage

(6 months-1 year; previ-
ously fourth year theology)
Primarily a time of integration
and transition into one’s dio-
cese while he resides full-time
in a pastoral setting.

Configuration Stage
(3-5 years; previously first to
third year Theology] The man
begins to take on a priestly iden-

Director of Service and Justice

The Columbia Catholic Churches are seeking a full time Director of
Service and Justice to engage with the poor of Columbia, to recruit
and coordinate volunteers to serve the poor and to collaborate
with other aid organizations in Columbia to fill the gaps in aid to
the poor. Must be hard working, organized, have a compassionate
heart and ideally speak both English and Spanish. See full job
description at www.comonewman.org/job-openings. Please
submit your resume, cover letter, and professional references to
Fr. Dan Merz at frdan@comonewman.org.

New Cemetery Clean-Up Policy

Catholic Cemeteries of Jefferson City

The following changes will apply to both Resurrection
and St. Peter cemeteries in Jefferson City. There will be no
scheduled clean-up days throughout the year.

The following rules will be enforced.
> All artificial flowers must be in a vase.
> No glass objects of any kind.

From April 1 to October 31 of each year, all objects deemed
by management to hinder ground maintenance shall be
removed. Themanagementreservestherighttoremoveany
objects that are not allowed by the rules and regulations of
the Catholic Cemeteries of Jefferson City.
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Bishop honors memory, vision of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Bishop W. Shawn McKnight
issued the following statement
Jan. 20 for Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day:

Today, we honor the legacy
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
and his unwavering commit-
ment to overcoming social
divisions through nonviolence
and love.

In a fractured world,
Dr. King’s message is still
timeless as ever. As he wrote in
his Letter from Birmingham
Jail: “we are caught in an in-
escapable network of mutual-
ity, tied in a single garment of

destiny. Whatever affects one
directly, affects all indirectly.”

Dr. King taught us that the
path to true peace lies in jus-
tice, and the path to justice is
paved with love and under-
standing.

As we commemorate his
life and work, let us recom-
mit ourselves to building
bridges of unity and tearing
down walls of hatred and
prejudice.

May Dr. King’s dream in-
spire us to continue striving
for a society rooted in justice,
peace and the dignity of every
person.

World Day of Prayer
for Consecrated Life

World Day for Consecrated
Life will be celebrated in the
Church on Sunday, Feb. 2.

Please pray for all those who
have made commitments in the
consecrated life, and be sure to
thank them on their special day.

May they continue to be in-
spired by Jesus Christ and re-
spond generously to God’s gift
of their vocation.

In 1997, Pope St. John Paul
IT instituted a day of prayer for
women and men in consecrat-
ed life.

This celebration is attached
to the Feast of the Presentation
of the Lord on Feb. 2.

This Feast is also known as
Candlemas Day; the day on
which candles are blessed sym-
bolizing Christ who is the light
of the world.

So too, those in consecrated
life are called to reflect the light
of Jesus Christ to all peoples.

Here are suggested prayers

for the faithful for Sunday

Masses on that day.

*“For those consecrated to
God by the vows of chastity,
poverty and obedience that
they may seek to live their bap-
tismal promises more intensely
and have the grace to perse-
vere in their commitment to
the Lord and serve with open
hearts and willing spirits. We
pray to the Lord.”

*“For those who have re-
sponded to the prompting of
the Holy Spirit to be a conse-
crated person that they may
experience the support of the
Church as they continue their

growth in holiness. We pray to
the Lord.”

Seasons

of Hope
grief support
in J.C.

Six consecutive Thursdays

The Seasons of Hope Grief
Support Group at St. Peter
Parish in Jefferson City will
meet on six consecutive Thurs-
day evenings at 6:15 p.m., be-
ginning Feb. 6.

Meetings will be on Feb. 6,
13, 20 and 27 and on Mar. 6
and 13.

Call St. Peter Parish at 573-
636-8159 for more informa-
tion or to sign up.

J.C. Marriage Encounter

DATE: February 15-16

This Valentine’s Day, give
your spouse the gift of your time.

Jan 23-
Feb 4

Feb 6

Feb 11
11:30 am, Chancery

Bishop McKnight’s
Calendar

JANUARY
Diocesan Mission Delegation Meetings with the
Archbishop of Kampala, Uganda and the Cardinal
Archbishop of Kigali, Rwanda

FEBRUARY
Diocesan Finance Council Meeting, 11 am, Chancery

Presbyteral Council and Council of Deans Meetings,

A Jefferson City Marriage
Encounter weekend will be
held on Feb. 15 and 16 at the
Best Western Plus Capital Inn
in Jefferson City.

This weekend focuses on
putting Christ back at the cen-
ter of your marriage.

The cost is $75 per couple
and includes one night’s lodg-
ing, meals and materials.

Scholarships are also avail-
able.

Register online at jeffcity

me.com.

Like Us On
facebook

Diocese of
Jefferson City

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and
Msgr. Charles Owen Rice march to the
United Nations in New York in this April
1967 photo.

— 0OSV News photo/Pittsburgh Catholic

Church leaders support
migrants threatened
by deportation plans

By David Agren
OSV News
Buenos Aires

Cardinal Blase J. Cupich of Chicago reassured migrants in his
archdiocese that reports of a possible mass deportation by a new
administration in Washington that would target the Chicago area
would “wound us deeply.”

Priests in Chicago’s St. Rita of Cascia Parish in the city’s Chica-
go Lawn neighborhood stood in solidarity with local immigrants,
inviting them for a special Mass in their intention Jan. 19.

“It is really important to be present to let people know, we will
be there wherever we can to support them,” Father Larry Dowl-
ing told ABC 7 Eyewitness News.

According to ABC, priests blessed pastoral packs for families
who may face deportation. The packs included a prayer shawl,
rosary, and a statue of the patron saint of immigrants.

Right after Donald Trump’s swearing-in ceremony as the 47th
president Jan. 20, his administration ended use of a border app
called CBP One. A note appeared instead on the app’s website:
“Effective January 20, 2025, the functionalities of CBP One™
that previously allowed undocumented aliens to submit advance
information and schedule appointments at eight southwest bor-
der ports of entry is no longer available, and existing appoint-
ments have been cancelled.” Nearly 1 million people legally en-
tered the U.S. since the app has been introduced with eligibility
to work.

Bishop McKnight’s
January prayer
intention for our
Local Church

For our civic leaders,
that they may be
guided by wisdom
and integrity in their
decisions. May they
seek the common
good, foster unity in
our communities, and
lead with compassion
and justice.

Intencién del mes

de enero del Obispo
McKnight por nuestra
Iglesia Local

Por nuestros lideres
civicos, para que

sean guiados por la
sabiduria y la integridad
en sus decisiones. Que
busquen el bien comtn,
fomenten la unidad en
nuestras comunidades y
lideren con compasién y
justicia.

Please be so kind as to make this a part of your group and private prayer.
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Cathedral parishioner becomes Missouri’s 58th governor

By Jay Nies
It was a time to
celebrate, to pray
and to hope.
Hundreds of
friends, family

members, colleagues
and supporters of
newly elected Gov.
Mike Kehoe joined
him and Bishop W.
Shawn McKnight at
Mass in the Cathe-
dral of St. Joseph the
afternoon before In-
auguration Day.

Gov. Kehoe, a
St. Louis native, is
a lifelong Catholic
and a member of
Cathedral of St. Jo-
seph Parish in Jefferson City.

“We have a very long tra-
dition as Catholics to pray
for those who hold offices of
trust and responsibility for the
well-being of the state,” Bishop
McKnight noted. “Because our
new governor shares our Cath-
olic faith, we are able to join in
prayer together here at Mass
for him.”

Midday sunlight gave fiery
brilliance to the Cathedral’s
recently installed stained-glass
window depicting Moses re-
ceiving the Ten Command-
ments.

The same stone tablets in
that image are represented in
the allegorical frieze above the
columns of the Missouri State
Capitol, below which Gov. Ke-
hoe took his oath of office at
noon the following day.

Open a new
checking
account

It’s easy!

There, Bishop McKnight
invoked God as the Lord of
History, thanking him for a
glorious day of celebration for
the state.

“We plead for your sacred
assistance, O God of Peace and
Justice,” the bishop prayed in
the Inauguration Day Invoca-
tion, “so that they may serve
faithfully the Constitutions of
the United States and the State
of Missouri, which bind us all
together.

“May their service to the
people of Missouri protect our
civil freedoms; guide and fos-
ter our unity in times of uncer-
tainty; nurture social concord,
justice and peace; and lead us
all into prosperity,” he prayed.

On Jordan’s bank
Several hundred people at-

tended the Jan. 12 Mass for the
governor in Jefferson City.

Christmas hymns and deco-
rations adorned the Cathedral
on the last day of the Christ-
mas season, the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord.

Joining  Bishop  Mec-
Knight at the altar were Fa-
ther Stephen Jones, rector
of the Cathedral and pastor
of the Cathedral parish, and
Monsignor Robert A. Kur-
wicki, pastor of nearby St.
Peter Parish, vicar general
of the diocese and chaplain of
the Missouri House of Repre-
sentatives, who preached the
homily.

“Each and every one of us
comes here today because of
our love and care and desire
that this man, chosen from
among the people of the state

11 Locations to Serve You

Start today!

LEGENDSBK.COM

Receive a

FREE GIFT

to be our executive leader, will
govern successfully,” said Msgr.
Kurwicki.

He noted that the life of
anyone in leadership is dif-
ficult, hence, the need for

More photos from
this event have been
posted with this

story in The Catholic
Missourian’s online
edition, cathmo.com.

prayers.

“As we stand on the thresh-
old of a new executive ad-
ministration in our state, we
celebrate all that’s been accom-
plished, we pray for Mike, and
we have hope,” the priest said.

He said it’s appropriate for
Catholics of central Missouri
to pray and celebrate with the
new governor.

“We are the people who
know you, love you and care
for you the most over the lon-
gest period of time,” Msgr.
Kurwicki told Gov. Kehoe.

“We gather to pray for you
because the office you are go-
ing to enter is one that is in
need of prayer,” he said.

The priest advised the gov-
ernor to stay close to his family,
which will always be his great-
est achievement and will help
keep him grounded.

He predicted that Gov. Ke-
hoe will succeed in his search
for what is right and true be-
cause of the excellent example
of his mother.

“She sees you from heaven
and she blesses you and she’s
proud of you,” the priest pro-
claimed. “She wants nothing

LEFT: Bishop W. Shawn McKnight greets Gov. Mike Kehoe, a member of Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish in Jefferson City, at a Mass in the Cathedral
of St. Joseph on Jan. 12, the day before the new governor was inaugurated. RIGHT: Gov. Mike Kehoe delivers his Inaugural Address after taking the
Oath of Office outside the Missouri State Capitol on Jan. 13. He is the second Catholic to serve as governor in the state’s 203-year history. Bishop
McKnight gave the invocation at that day’s Inauguration Ceremony for the state’s elected officers.

— Photos by Annie Williams

but the best for you, which is
the same emotion each and
every one of us has today, as
well.”

That is also is true for his
spiritual mother, Mary, under
her title of the Immaculate
Heart, he said.

Msgr. Kurwicki also not-
ed that at that Mass, Gov.
Kehoe would receive the
Body of Christ in Holy
Communion, “which will
give you strength to not only
rise to the occasion when
necessary, but also when days
are not so pleasant.”

“Important step’

Gov. Kehoe’s brother, John
Kehoe, and First Lady Claudia
Kehoe’s sister, Sarah Umlauf,
proclaimed the readings at the
Mass.

Their sons, daughters and
son-in-law  proclaimed  the
General Intercessions.

Gloria Schmitz of Westpha-
lia, and Carleen Dickneite and
Annette Poettgen of Freeburg
led the singing, accompanied
by pianist Scott Sellner.

Deacons Dana Joyce and
John Schwartze assisted at the
altar.

Gov. and Mrs. Kehoe pre-
sented the bread and wine for
the Mass to Bishop McKnight
at the Offertory.

In informal remarks at a
reception after the Mass, Gov.
Kehoe said being elected to the
state’s highest office is a hum-
bling experience for him and
his family.

“But, we're excited to lead,”

he said.

See GOVERNOR, page 18
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Catholic Schools Week:

Coulson helps diocese’s schools plan, collaborate, thrive

By Jay Nies

Kathy  Coulson
stopped being a teacher.

Her students are quite dif-
ferent now.

“Just as a classroom teacher
observes and assesses each stu-
dent, learning their personal
strengths and areas to improve
to make decisions on how to
help them grow to become the
person God created them to
be, I now do that with teachers
and administrators,” said Mrs.
Coulson, director of curricu-
lum and instruction for Cath-
olic schools in this diocese.

“It may look different be-
cause of the way adults learn
and the mindset they may
have, but I am still someone
who helps others to be the best
they can be,” she said.

Mrs. Coulson, who pre-
viously served for 12 years as
principal of St. Brendan School
in Mexico and before that as
associate principal of Our Lady
of Lourdes Interparish School
in Columbia, took on her new
role with the diocese this past
summer.

“Everything we do in our
schools is stewardship for the
goodness and glory of God,”
she said. “I see my role in the
Catholic Schools Office to be
doing the same: strengthening
our Catholic schools by using
the gifts and talents he has giv-
en to me.”

Mrs. Coulson holds a mas-
ter’s degree and a specialist’s de-
gree in school administration.

Before becoming a prin-
cipal, she gained experience
teaching kindergarten through
sixth grade in all core subject
areas in public, private and pa-
rochial schools.

“I have always held a pas-
sion for curriculum and in-
struction and how to best meet
the needs of students, no mat-
ter where they are academical-
ly,” she said.

One of her talents is being
able to examining the “big pic-
ture” from beginning to end,
and then break it down into
steps along the way, using data
to inform and shape the next
steps.

never

A lifelong learner, she
spends much of her free time
researching  resources  and

teaching practices, connecting
with other educators and look-

ing to solve problems teachers
experience in their classrooms.

“We live in exciting times
as educators, with the abili-
ty to see how students think
and learn, build connections
and retain information in the
brain,” she said.

This research has led to
more effective teaching prac-
tices.

“When we know better, we
do better,” she stated.

Her experience with when
her students and even her own
children struggled in school
galvanized her determination
to find more effective ways to
help children succeed.

“God creates us with our
own unique gifts and talents,”
she said. “As educators, I be-
lieve it is our call to help iden-
tify those and walk with par-
ents in addressing any struggles
students may experience.”

Forging plans

Mrs. Coulson’s role consists
of two main areas: curriculum
and instruction.

She collaborates
closely with the
diocesan su-
perintendent
of  Catholic
schools on
specific  goals
and challenges
toward updat-
ing curriculum
in each elemen-
tary school.

S h e
maintains
a  digital
library  with
administrator and teacher re-
sources to support instruction
of diocesan curriculum, and
provide direction and coordi-
nation for how the curriculum
is taught, in keeping with di-
ocesan initiatives and best in-
structional practices.

She also enters, downloads
and analyzes student data to
monitor and guide instruc-
tional programs in schools.

She works closely with
school administrators, helping
them select instructional ma-
terials, coordinating instruc-
tional support for teachers,
and when needed, assisting in
developing coaching plans for
teachers to improve planning
and pacing of lessons and as-

sessments and  select
best practices to meet
the needs of students.

Upon  hiring  Mrs.
Coulson, Erin Vader
Ed.D., diocesan super-
intendent of Catholic
schools, directed her to
work with the diocese’s
professional  develop-
ment committees, made
up of teachers and ad-
ministrators, to create
three- to five-year plans
for several important
tasks.

These include: cur-
riculum review and up-
dates; assessment and
reporting review and
updates; and the pro-
fessional development
needed by both admin-
istrators and teachers in order
to fully implement the use of
these in their schools.

Mirs. Coulson is also work-
ing with the textbook com-
mittee to identify textbook
resources that provide the best
support to teachers and stu-

dents in mastering the
diocese’s standards
of learning at each
grade level.
“These acts
help unite our
schools as we
hold high ex-
pectations aca-
demically for all
of our students
and reach those by
working
together,”
she stated.
“When we
are consistent with one anoth-
er and united, we can learn
from one another.”

She has focused on finding
ways to bring school admin-
istrators and teachers together
to discuss shared concerns and
collaboratively solve problems.

Different days

Mrs. Coulson said there’s
no such thing as a “typical”
work day for her.

“Each day is different, de-
pending on what my focus is
for the day,” she said.

Some days, she meets with
a committee or makes calls
to companies or educational
leaders for future planning.

“Other days, I am creating

Kathy Coulson is coordinator for curriculum and
instruction for Catholic schools in the Jefferson
City diocese.

presentations or preparing re-
sources for schools,” she said.

She spends at least one day
a week in a school, supporting
the principal in whatever ways
are needed.

“This may be by providing a
professional development pre-
sentation, working with a team
of teachers or with an individ-
ual teacher, observing class-
rooms, reviewing student data
to help inform the principal of
next steps, or meeting with the
principal to help shape their
school’s plan for strengthening
curriculum and instruction,”
she said.

Her favorite part of her
work is visiting the various
schools and learning about
each’s history and unique cul-
ture and climate.

“I learn so much by witness-
ing their administrators and
teachers in action,” she said.

She also enjoys learning
about how people think and
learn, how it can impact how
they act and see others, and
new ways to build skills and fa-
cilitate learning with students.

“As an administrator, there
is little time available to do this,
so it is exciting for me to be in
a position where that is part of
my daily work so that I can help
administrators when they need
help,” she said.

She also relishes teaching,
preparing  lessons,  getting
people talking and growing
in knowledge, and hopeful-
ly reaching that sought-after
“Aha!” moment.

She  does those
things by presenting to
groups of teachers on a
variety of topics.

“These days bring
me the greatest joy,” she
said.

Family ties

Mrs. Coulson grew
up on a farm in Cur-
ryville and attended St.
Clement School in St.
Clement, where her fa-
ther and grandmother
had also attended and
where her mother was
a kindergarten teacher.

“She actually cre-
ated the first kinder-
garten curriculum for
the diocese,” said Mrs.
Coulson, “so I see my
work continuing on what she
started.”

The teachers at the school
prepared the students well.

“As a daughter of a teacher,
I could see firsthand the strug-
gles they endured, how their
faith gave them strength and
direction, and the importance
of the parish community,” she
said.

All of that led her to admire
and respect Catholic educators
and want to reflect the same
virtues she saw in them.

Mirs. Coulson and her hus-
band, Scott, have been married
for 27 years.

They have three children,
all of whom attended Catholic
schools in this diocese.

“It is because of their sup-
port that I have achieved all that
I have in my career,” she stated.

“Faith first”

Because her job is multi-
faceted and sometimes over-
whelming, Mrs.  Coulson
makes a point of stopping to
pray — talking and listening
so that God directs her steps.

“That patience and trust in
God is something I continue
to work on in my faith jour-
ney,” she said.

She emphasized that each
Catholic school is unique, with
each reflecting a family envi-
ronment.

“Each  school family is
unique in how it functions
throughout the week, how it

See COULSON, page 16
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Consulta de musica sacra: Mas aue miusica

This message can be found
in English on Page 7

por Teresa Pitt Green

La msica nos inspira y eleva.
Nos conecta con nuestros seres
queridos y recuerdos especiales.
Cuando escucho un himno que
le gustaba mi madre o mi padre,
mi corazén se llena de calidez.
Es como si nos reuniéramos, a
pesar de que ellos hayan parti-
do hace mucho tiempo. En ese
sentido, la musica es integral a
la memoria. Pero, ;qué sucede
cuando un himno querido,
que ya estd tejido en la trama
de nuestras vidas, resulta haber
sido compuesto por un abusa-
dor?

Como sobreviviente de abu-
so sexual infantil por parte del
clero, no sé como deberia cada
persona lidiar con ese dilema,
pero me gustaria invitarlos a
considerar algunas preocupa-
ciones que tienen las victimas y
algunos desafios que esto impli-
ca.

Para empezar, tengan en
cuenta que las victimas de abu-
so dentro de la Iglesia no son
necesariamente  personas  ex-
tranas. Muchas contindan sien-
do catélicos. Otros, como yo,
se alejaron, pero encontraron
el camino a casa. Muchos otros
atn anhelan volver a la fe de su
infancia, pero luchan por sen-
tirse seguros dentro de la Igle-
sia. No es facil asistir a la Misa
dominical, a una boda o funer-
al, 0 a un servicio especial en un
dfa santo, en un mismo entor-
no o ambiente asociado con el
dafo que marcé el final de la
infancia y cambié el curso de
la vida. Necesitamos sentirnos
seguros, y eso no es facil. Se
necesita valentia.

Para sentirnos seguros, se
necesita gente que escuche, as

ofrecen un punto de apoyo para
volver a participar. Son un re-
fugio contra nuestro miedo de
que todo pueda volver a suced-
er. Los obispos, clérigos, minis-
tros y todos los catdlicos pueden
practicar la escucha y fomentar
la sanacién para aquellos que
fueron heridos y que sufrieron
en silencio.

Cualquiera que escucha vic-
timas de abuso descubre rdp-
idamente que las experiencias
de abuso varfan enormemente,
por lo que las heridas la mane-
ra de recuperarse son también
diferentes. Las victimas son
muy distintas entre ellas. Sin
embargo, nos une un mismo
objetivo: se deben hacer todos
los esfuerzos posibles para pro-
teger a los ninos y adolescentes
de sufrir abuso. Es probable que
usted también esté de acuerdo
con nuestro objetivo. Lo que
puede hacer dificil el escuchar a
las victimas es que somos muy
sensibles a las senales de alarma.
Tendemos a levantar la bandera
roja antes de que otros vean al-
gun riesgo en absoluto.

sQué riesgo podria existir
cuando las familias cantan du-
rante la Misa? Las fuerzas del
orden y los expertos en protec-
cién infantil coinciden en que
los nifios estdn mds seguros en
entornos donde los adultos ex-
presan de forma clara y consis-
tente una tolerancia cero ante
el abuso. Aprobar himnos com-
puestos por abusadores para el
culto divino puede interpretarse
como una grieta en la fortaleza
de seguridad que rodea a los
menores. Los fieles pueden no
tener razones para hacer tales
interpretaciones, pero el posible
abusador que calcula oportuni-
dades, ciertamente si.

Por supuesto, cualquiera
puede cantar cualquier cancién
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de cualquier compositor en
cualquier lugar, pero los him-
nos que disfrutan del honor de
la aprobacién para el culto di-
vino tienen un estatus especial,
que comparten con sus com-
positores. Aunque la mayoria
de las perso-
nas no tiene
necesidad de
desconfiar
del potencial
nefasto  de
ese  estatus,
las  victimas
experimenta-
ron cémo los abusadores eran
protegidos por su estatus y au-
toridad. Rehabilitar la reputa-
cién de un abusador también
puede repetir lo peor de los es-
cdndalos del pasado, cuando los
lideres de la Iglesia y los exper-
tos devolvieron a los abusadores
al ministerio activo, sumando
mids victimas. Al discutir cémo
los compositores podrian mere-
cer un enfoque mds flexible,
los catdlicos corren el riesgo de
hacer los mismos argumentos
que se hicieron en el pasado,
donde personas buenas extend-
ieron misericordia cuando se
deberia haber trazado una linea
firme. En su lugar, habilitaron
mas abuso. Por esta razdn, la
discusién sobre qué himnos
pueden cantarse en el culto di-
vino no solo trata sobre las cues-
tiones précticas de la proteccién
infantil, sino también sobre las
reacciones personales hacia las
victimas de abuso.

Los lideres de la Iglesia de
hoy, junto con todos los catéli-
cos, han heredado las dolorosas

consecuencias de las muy malas
decisiones tomadas en el pas-
ado. Aqui hay una familia con
miembros que han sufrido abu-
sos. Algunas familias se unen en
el cuidado, muchas se fragmen-
tan en la discusion. El obispo W.

Por supuesto, cualquiera puede cantar
cualquier cancion de cualquier compositor
en cualquier lugar, pero los himnos que

disfrutan del honor de la aprobacion para
el culto divino tienen un estatus especial,
gue comparten con sus compaositores.

Shawn McKnight estd entre los
lideres de la Iglesia que se ponen
del lado de las victimas, pro-
moviendo la seguridad infantil
como una respuesta fundamen-
tal a lo que ha sucedido. Esto
también proporciona seguridad
para todos los menores de edad
que estdn bajo el cuidado de la
Iglesia, asi como consuelo a las
victimas y a nuestras familias.
Este compromiso requiere man-
tenerse vigilante con una toler-
ancia cero al abuso. También
incluye escuchar como la mejor
manera de fomentar la sanacién
entre las victimas, sus familias,
las parroquias y toda la Iglesia,
para que toda la familia de la Ig-
lesia pueda sanar, junto con las
victimas. Asi es como se restau-
rard el santuario, no solo para las
victimas de abuso dentro de la
Iglesia, sino también para todas
las victimas de cualquier otro
abuso y trauma que necesitan
desesperadamente saber que, a
pesar del escindalo del pasado,
realmente existe un lugar seguro
en una sociedad cada vez mds
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violenta y sexualizada.

Ninguna solucién tendrd
éxito si tu idea de una victima se
limita a una estadistica o0 a una
caricatura medidtica. Las victi-
mas son tus hermanos y herman-
as que a menudo viven como
exiliados
espirituales.
Las victimas
de cualquier
otro  perpet-
rador — pa-
dre, maestro
o entrenador
pueden
buscar refugio del lugar del cri-
men en la casa de Dios. Para
aquellos heridos dentro de la Ig-
lesia, la Misa y los sacramentos
a menudo estdn llenos de asoci-
aciones dolorosas. Asistir puede
ser un acto privado de suprema
valentia cada domingo durante
toda una vida. ;Por qué regres-
amos? Te pregunto: ;A dénde
mads tenemos que ir? Te pregun-
to: ;Cémo puedes encontrar
un lugar en tu corazén para las
victimas de manera que puedas
encontrar una manera de amar
los himnos atesorados y al mis-
mo tiempo preservar un sentido
de seguridad y bienvenida para
los heridos?

No sé lo que deberfas hacer
para resolver este dilema, pero sé
que, si abres tu corazén a la vic-
tima que te pide escuchar, te sor-
prenderd la gracia al encontrar
formas inesperadas de hacer que
el santuario sea seguro y recon-
fortante para todos — para las
victimas y para ti. Ese es el cami-
no hacia la paz que sobrepasa
todo entendimiento humano.

Holy Year pilgrimage is chance

to begin again, pope says

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

A holy year is an opportunity to start fresh
with one’s relationship with God and with other
people, Pope Francis told thousands of pilgrims.

The Holy Year 2025 theme, “Pilgrims of
Hope,” is a reminder that hope “is not a habit or
a character trait — that you either have or you
don’t — but a strength to be asked for. That is
why we make ourselves pilgrims: We come to
ask for a gift, to start again on life’s journey,” the

pope said Jan. 11.

Meeting more than 7,000 pilgrims who filled
the Vatican audience hall or pressed against
crowd-control barriers outside, Pope Francis
began a series of Saturday general audiences de-

search of a new beginning.”

Throughout the audience, the pope had the

Vatican City
again.”

crowd repeat ‘7icominciare,” Italian for “begin

The audience was held the day before the feast
of the Baptism of the Lord when the Church
commemorates Jesus going down to the Jordan
River and joining the crowds who responded to
St. John the Baptist’s call for conversion.

A summary of the pope’s talk, read to the
pilgrims in English, said that John the Baptist’s
“message in calling for conversion was one of

hope in the advent of the Messiah, a hope ful-

signed, as he said, to “welcome and embrace all
those who are coming from all over the world in

filled in the coming of Jesus and his invitation to
welcome the kingdom of God.”

“Like the crowds that flocked to the waters
of the Jordan, may all who pass through the

See PILGRIMS, page 7
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Sacred Music Consultation: More than music

Este mensaje se puede encon-
trar en espaiiol en la pagina 6

By Teresa Pitt Green

Music inspires and uplifts
us.

It connects us to loved ones
and special memories.

When I hear a hymn my
mother or father loved, my
heart is warm. It’s as if we are
reunited, despite their having
passed away long ago.

Music is integral to memory
in that way.

So, what happens when a
beloved hymn, already woven
into the fabric of our lives, is
shown to have been composed
by an abuser?

As a survivor of child sex-
ual abuse by clergy, I do not
know how each person should
grapple with that dilemma,
but I would like to invite you
to consider a few concerns vic-
tims have and a few challenges
involved.

To begin, please keep in
mind that victims of abuse
within the Church are not nec-
essarily outsiders. Many have
remained Catholic.

Others of us, like me, left
but found a way home. Many
others still long to return to
the faith of our childhood but
struggle to feel safe within the
Church.

It is not easy to sit through
Sunday Mass, or a wedding or
funeral, or a special Holy Day
service in the same setting as-
sociated with harm that ended
our childhood and changed
the course of our lives.

We need to feel safe, and
that is not easy. It takes cour-
age.

To feel safe, listeners are
needed.

Listeners offer a stepping
stone back in the door. They
serve as refuge against our fear
that it could all happen again.

Bishops, clergy, ministers
and all Catholics can serve as
listeners and foster healing for
those who were harmed in si-
lence and who suffered in si-
lence.

Anyone who listens to vic-
tims quickly discovers that ex-
periences of abuse vary greatly,
so that wounds and recoveries
also differ.

Victims are very different

from each other. Yet we are
unified in one goal: Every ef-
fort must be made to protect
children and teens from suffer-
ing abuse.

You likely agree with our
goal, too. What can make lis-
tening to victims difficult is
that we are very sensitive to sig-

should have been drawn.

Instead, they enabled more
abuse. This is why the discus-
sion of what hymns may be
sung in worship is about not
just child protection practicali-
ties but also personal reactions
to victims of abuse.

Today’s Church

leaders,

who desperately need to know
that, despite the scandal of the
past, there really is a safe place
in an increasingly violent and
violently sexualized society.

No solution will succeed if
your idea of a victim is limited
to a statistic or media carica-
ture. Victims are your brothers

nals for con- and sisters
cern.  We Of course, anyone can sing any song who  often
tend to raise by any composer anywhere, but hymns live as spir-
the red flag ST the h f | f f itual exiles.
before oth joy the honor of approval for worship Vietims
ers sce any have a special status, which they share of any other
risk at all. with their composers. perpetrator
What risk — father or
could possibly exist in families along with all Catholics, have teacher or coach — can seek

singing during Mass? Law en-
forcement and child protection
experts agree that children are
safest where adults clearly and
consistently express zero tol-
erance for abuse. Approving
hymns composed by abusers in
worship can be interpreted as a
fissure in the bulwark of safety
around minors.

Worshippers have no reason
to make such interpretations,
but the would-be abuser who is
calculating opportunity most
certainly is.

Of course, anyone can sing
any song by any composer
anywhere, but hymns that en-
joy the honor of approval for
worship have a special status,
which they share with their
composers.

While most people have no
need to distrust the nefarious
potential of that status, victims
experienced how abusers were
protected by their status and
authority.

Rehabilitating the reputa-
tion of an abuser can also re-
play the worst of scandals in
the past, when Church leaders
and experts restored abusers to
active ministry, adding more
victims.

As Catholics discuss how
composers might somehow de-
serve a more flexible approach,
they risk making the same ar-
guments as were made in the
past, where good people ex-
tended mercy where a firm line
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inherited the painful fallout
from very bad choices made in
the past. Here is a family with
members who have suffered
abuse. Some families unify in
care, many splinter in argu-
ment.

Bishop W. Shawn Mec-
Knight is among Church lead-
ers who stand in unison with
victims, promoting child safety
as a fundamental response to
what has happened.

This also provides safety for
all minors in the care of the
Church now and comfort to
victims and our families.

This commitment requires
remaining vigilant with zero
tolerance for abuse. It also in-
cludes listening as the best way
to foster healing among vic-
tims, their families, parishes,
and the whole Church so the
whole Church family can heal,
along with victims.

This is how the sanctuary
will be restored, not just for
victims of abuse within the
Church but also for all victims
of all other abuse and trauma

PILGRIMS

sanctuary from the scene of the
crime in the house of God.

For those wounded within
the Church, Mass and sacra-
ments are often full of painful
associations. Attendance can
be a private act of supreme
courage every Sunday for a
lifetime.

Why do we return?

I ask you: Where else do we
have to go?

I ask you: How can you find
a place in your heart for vic-
tims so that you can find a way
to love treasured hymns while
preserving a sense of safety and
welcome for the wounded?

I do not know what you
should do in resolving this di-
lemma, but I do know that, if
you open your heart to the vic-
tim who asks you to listen, you
will be surprised by grace to
find unexpected ways to make
the sanctuary safe and com-
forting for all — for victims
and for you.

That is the path to peace
beyond all human understand-
ing.

From page 6

Holy Door this year receive the grace of interior renewal,
openness to the dawn of God’s kingdom and its summons to
conversion, fraternal love and concern for the least of our broth-
ers and sisters,” the pope’s message to English-speakers said.

On a Holy Year pilgrimage and, more generally, on the jour-
ney of life, “we, too, bring many questions,” the pope told the
pilgrims, but Jesus replies by pointing to a “new path, the path
of the Beatitudes,” which proclaims how blessed are the poor in
spirit, those who mourn, those who struggle for justice and those

who work for peace.

“Hope for our common home — this Earth of ours, so abused
and wounded — and the hope for all human beings resides in
the difference of God. His greatness is different,” the pope said.
Jesus demonstrated how greatness comes not from domination,
but from learning “to serve, to love fraternally, to acknowledge
ourselves as small. And to see the least, to listen to them and to

be their voice.”
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QUESTION CORNER
Why is Mary’s perpetual virginity
so controversial for Protestants?

By Jenna Marie Cooper
OSV News
Q: Something that’s always been kind
of interesting to me is how much Prot-
estants object to Mary’s perpetual vir-
ginity. I get balking at her Immaculate
Conception, her as mediatrix of all grac-
es, asking for her intercession, etc. But
remaining a virgin is a thing people can
and have done, a totally human thing,
and it being true or false has no effect on
Protestant theology. Yet there’s this intense focus on it. Why
don’t Protestants just let that one be and agree to disagree
but not get worked up about it? (Texas)

A: First of all, I think we need to make sure we’re not paint-
ing with too broad a brush. “Protestants” is a big category, and
different Protestant denominations profess a wide variety of
specific beliefs on different points of Christian doctrine. For
example, certain traditional Anglicans or Episcopalians might
retain a belief in Mary’s perpetual virginity, even to the point
of giving some of their parishes names like “the Church of St.
Mary the Virgin.”

But getting to the real substance of your question, one
thought is that many Protestant denominations have a very
heavy emphasis on ol scriptura,” or the belief that we should
look to the Bible alone for knowledge of faith and morals. This
is in contrast with the Catholic belief in both the Bible and the
teachings outside of Scripture, which have been handed down
via sacred tradition (as described in 2 Thes. 2:15).

It is true that much of our Catholic doctrine and customs
pertaining to Mary’s perpetual virginity find a source in tradi-
tion and the theological writings of the Church fathers, rath-
er than from direct and explicit statements in the Bible. Yet
Mary’s lifelong virginity is not only not contradicted by Scrip-
ture, but the Gospel also implicitly supports this doctrine.

In Luke 1:34, at the Annunciation when the angel Gabriel
tells Mary that she will conceive the Savior, Mary askes: “How
can this be, since I am a virgin?” As many scholars and saints
over the centuries have observed, this question would not
make sense if Mary had intended on having normal marital
relations with Joseph at some point.

Some might point to the references to the “brothers of
Jesus” (e.g., Mk. 6:3) as Scriptural evidence that Mary had
given birth to additional children. But this can be refuted by
considering the broader context. As St. Jerome (who is most
well-known as the first Latin translator of the Bible) notes, the
original scriptural word for “brothers” could also refer to cous-
ins or other close relatives. It’s also possible that the “brothers
of Jesus” could have been St. Joseph’s children from a previous
marriage.

It’s also good to keep in mind that although the church has
constantly taught the belief in Mary’s perpetual virginity from
her very foundation, this teaching has also been somewhat of a
“hot topic,” even in ancient times.

For example, in the fourth century, St. Jerome wrote a trea-
tise on the perpetual virginity of Mary, in the form of argu-
ments “Against Helvidius.” While Helvidius primarily argued
that Mary did not remain a virgin throughout her life, his
writing also posited that, since Mary supposedly had normal
marital relations eventually, there was no reason to maintain
that there was any special virtue to a life of dedicated Christian
virginity or celibacy.

Connecting Mary’s perpetual virginity with choices that
rank-and-file Christians may make in their own lives naturally

See QUESTION, page 23

Papal Audience
January 22, 2025

Brothers and sisters:

wisdom, strength and peace.

As we continue our Jubilee cycle of catecheses on
“Jesus Christ our Hope,” we now consider the trust-
ing response of the Virgin Mary to the message of
the Archangel Gabriel that she was chosen to be the
mother of the Messiah. Mary, “full of grace,” under-
stood and freely accepted the unique mission entrust-
ed to her by God, and in this way cooperated with
him in fulfilling the hope of Israel and in giving birth
to the Savior of the nations. Filled with the Holy
Spirit, she continued to cooperate in the fulfilment
of God’s plan, as we see from her maternal interces-
sion at the wedding feast of Cana, which led to the
first of the Lord’s miracles. From Mary, may we learn
to trust firmly in God’s promises, to testify by our
lives to the hope born of the Gospel, and to offer that
hope above all to those of our brothers and sisters who are struggling and tempted to despair.
I greet the English-speaking pilgrims, especially those coming from Switzerland, the Unit-
ed States, England and offer my cordial good wishes that the Jubilee will be for all of you a
season of spiritual renewal and growth in the joy of the Gospel. In this week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, I welcome the ecumenical groups present, as well as those from the Pontifi-
cal North American College. Upon you and your families I gladly invoke God’s blessings of

St. Louis priest gives Invocation
for Governor’s Prayer Breakfast

Father Joseph Detwiler, associate pastor of St.
Patrick Parish in Wentzville in the St. Louis arch-
diocese, gave the following invocation at the Gover-
nor’s Prayer Breakfast on Jan. 15 in Jefferson City:

Let us bow our heads and recognize that we
are in the presence of God:

Father in Heaven, Giver of all that is good:
We come before you today with gratitude. We
thank you for giving us another day on this
earth, and we thank you for letting us live in
a country that gives us the freedom to worship
you.

We thank you for giving us the duty of lead-
ership in this great state of Missouri. As we look
around at the world, we see that it is chaotic. We
know that we can only lead people in this crazy
world with your help.

We recognize that there is a temptation in this
world — to rule by money and power. There are
many in our world who do so. We know that
this may yield quick results, but will never lead
your people to lasting fulfillment. Instead — we

ask your grace to come down upon us today,
and bestow upon us TWO virtues.

We ask that you may give us Divinely inspired
WISDOM ... whereby we are able to see reality
from your perspective, and lead in the way that
you desire. Always with the big picture in mind
and not distracted by fast and easy results.

We also ask that you increase the virtue of
MERCY in us. We remember that, although
we try our best, no one in this government, and
none of the people we serve ... will ever be per-
fect.

We ask for the grace to show mercy to the
people we serve, just as you show mercy to us.

We thank you for listening to our prayers to-
day. We thank you for the food to sustain us,
and all those who prepared it, and we remember
those who go hungry today.

We ask you to inspire us with the virtues of
wisdom and mercy, as we seek to rule your peo-
ple, because that is how you reign as King of the
Universe: with mercy and wisdom.

We ask this through you, who live and reign
... forever and ever. Amen.

As ceasefire starts, first Israeli hostages
and Palestinian prisoners return home

OSV News
Jerusalem
On Jan. 19, crowds gath-
ered in Tel Aviv’s Hostages
Square, celebrating the re-
lease of Israeli hostages, peo-
ple crying with joy watching
live feed from their road to

freedom.
As the women were trans-

ferred from Hamas to the
Red Cross, emotions ran
high with families embracing
one another, weeping and
cheering.

In the West Bank, joy was
delayed, but after midnight
on Jan. 20, 90 Palestinian
prisoners were freed from
Israeli jails. Meanwhile, aid

trucks began entering Gaza,
and displaced residents at-
tempted to return home de-
spite the devastation.

Pope Francis praised the
ceasefire agreement. The deal
includes phased releases of
hostages and prisoners, with
hopes for peace and humani-
tarian aid flowing into Gaza.
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VIEWPOINT

In Pacific Palisades, paradise lost

By Greg Erlandson
OSV News
I have trouble
talking about the
loss without tearing
up, as if the smoke
and ash from Los

Angeles  traveled
across country to
find me.

My in-laws were

French immigrants

to California, proud Americans, hard-

working and simple in their aspirations.

Joseph Bischetti knew extreme poverty in

France, and he believed the best way to

take care of his family was to work hard
and buy land.

In the mid-1970s he and his wife An-

drée purchased a modest house with a big
yard in Pacific Palisades. He could not
have known then how that area and its
prices would grow, how celebrities and
other wealthy elites would move there for
the same reasons he did. The Palisades felt
separate from the rest of Los Angeles. It
was backed up against the Santa Monica
mountains, and as the population grew,
newly erected houses slowly climbed the
hillsides, along winding, narrow streets
snaking down to Sunset Boulevard.

The neighborhood he moved into
was full of little stucco houses, small and
cute, modestly remodeled, with lawns
and flower beds. People who lived in this
neighborhood expected it to be the last
move they made. They weren' rich, but
they had a slice of heaven and planned to

stay. Younger couples became older cou-
ples, then widowers or widows.

When they had to sell, the people who
replaced them tore down their houses and
squeezed mcmansions onto their lots.
Two or three stories, with private theaters
and pools and always a balcony or a roof-
top patio pointed toward the Santa Mon-
ica Bay. People paid top dollar for the
sense that one was far away from freeways
and strip malls and congestion.

Joe and Andrée did not have such
grandiose plans. The house was their
dream, their refuge. It was a single floor,
a simple stucco house — three bedrooms,
a great room and a kitchen. Andrée, who
was a wonderful cook, put up with a re-
calcitrant stove but never allowed a mi-
crowave to enter.

Breathing life back into the world

By Scott P. Richert
OSV News
“We ... see all

round us every day
the living turning
into the lifeless. What
we never see is the
liféless  turning into
the living.” — Owen
Barfreld

When I was a
child on the shore
of Lake Michigan, I used to collect com-
mon fossils — trilobites, brachiopods and
cephalopods, mostly. I was fascinated by
their shape and symmetry, which seemed
to me almost mathematical in structure.
Finding fossils was so easy in part because
every fossil of each species looked pretty
much the same. Stripped of everything
that may have made this trilobite differ-
ent from that one, each fossil was distilled
down to its essence.

Or so it seemed to me when I was
young. Perhaps the main reason I quit
collecting fossils as I grew older is that,
if you've seen one, you've seen them all.
Their lifeless, essentially mathematical
unity was fascinating for a short while,
but there’s something far more fascinating
about the diversity of living things, even
of the same species.

The temporal end of every man may be
his skeleton, stripped of flesh and await-
ing the Second Coming in the grave, but
outside of a few of the most obstinate and
obnoxious atheists, no one would say that
the skeleton is, or even represents, the es-
sence of man. His actions, his words, the
twinkle in his eye as he tells a joke, the
vacant stare in that same eye as he mourns
the loss of his wife: All of these things that
remain in our memory when he has gone
to his grave are closer to his essence than
his skeleton is. And when we remember
him after his passing, it is those things,
and not his skeleton, that spark our imag-

ination and bring him back to life, how-
ever briefly, for us.

What is true of the trilobite and of
man is true of our language as well. What
makes a word or a phrase tickle our ear or
“pop” in our mind is not the collection
of letters on a page — the skeleton of the
word, so to speak — and certainly not its
repetition, which is as likely to turn a liv-
ing word into a lifeless one as picking up
his hundredth trilobite fossil is to turn a
young man’s mind to different pursuits.
Rather, the essence of a word, what ex-
cites our imagination, is its meaning,.

But as Owen Barfield, the last of the
Inklings (the literary group at Oxford
University in the 1930s and 1940s, of
which J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis are
the best-known members), and Walker
Percy, the Catholic novelist, psychologist
and amateur linguist, both demonstrated
— Barfield, in his essays; Percy, mostly
in his novels — the entire thrust of the
modern world is to deprive words of their
meaning, to turn the living into the life-
less. Stripped of their essence, words be-
come fossils.

This destruction wrought by the mod-
ern world has theological implications,
because Christ, St. John the Evangelist
tells us, is the ultimate Word, the fullness
of Truth, who gives every other word its
meaning and its life.

In his novel 7he Thanatos Syndrome,
Percy (through the character of a priest)
posits that, if words have been deprived
of their meaning, there must be a De-
priver, one whose entire purpose is to
prevent man from finding meaning in
life, to leave him stranded in a fossilized
world, to gut his imagination so that he
may repeat the words “Do this in memo-
ry of me” and yet never truly call to mind
and enter into the living reality of Christ
at the Last Supper, Christ on the Cross,
Christ risen again on the third day.

All around us, the living turns into

the lifeless, and only God can breathe life

into that which is not living. Only God ...
and man, to the extent that we take part
through grace in the life of God, partici-
pate in the Word as members of the Body
of Christ, and let the Holy Spirit kindle

By Mark Saucier

free.”

and then docilely complies.

joy alive.

pressed the time of that process.

provided for that festival joy.

Prince Caspian:

REFLECTION
Fruit of the vine

Jesus quotes Isaiah to define his mission: “He has sent me to proclaim free-
dom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed

In this spirit of compassion, Jesus’s first miracle in Mark is an exorcism at
Capernaum. In Matthew, the healing of a leper.

In the later Luke and John, another sign, this one of community, sets the
stage. There’s an air of humor about it.

Mary goes to a wedding. Jesus is there with his “plus 12.” They run out of
wine. (The last two facts may or may not be related.)

The Jewish mother tells her adult son to do something. He vocally refuses,

Quicker than a Door Dash delivery, 120 gallons of a robust Cabernet ap-
pear. The Gospel of John tells us “his disciples began to believe in him.”

(The last two facts may or may not be related.)

Granted, this synopsis of the story takes a few liberties. Traditional interpre-
tations have told the Wedding Feast of Cana in terms of obedience and glory,
bride and bridegroom, the presence, provision and power of God.

Those have firm scriptural foundations. But sometimes, elevated theologi-
cal language can overshadow a simple truth.

In Cana, Jesus was at a party — dancing, eating and drinking in celebration
of a marriage. In changing water into wine, he kept the party going, kept the

When you think about it, what Jesus did was very natural. Over time, water
grows the grapes that are juiced and fermented into wine. Jesus simply com-

A wedding is meant to be a celebration of love. It is the love of the couple
marrying, the love of their families, the web of love of all their friends.

What is compressed into the moment is all the daily joys that these ties
produce — gathered, remembered and celebrated at a feast of life. And Jesus

Think of that wine-filled wedding in Cana like the scene in C.S. Lewis’

“Thus Aslan feasted the Narnians till long after the sunset had died away,
and the stars had come out ... And the best thing about this feast was that there
was not breaking up or going away, but as the talk grew quieter and slower,
one after another would begin to nod and finally drop off to sleep with feet
towards the fire and good friends on either side.”

The windows were open most of the
time, and no matter how hot Southern
California was, the house would catch
the breezes blowing from Santa Monica
Bay. The wind blew in off the ocean, up
the canyon’s edge on which the house sat,
over the fava beans, tomatoes and zuc-
chini that Joe had planted, past Andrée’s
basil plants, and into the house, where it
mingled with the smells of couscous and
pasta and coq au vin.

Joe was a remodeling contractor who
spent much more time working on other
people’s houses than on his own. Yet when
he was 80 years old, he single-handedly
put on a new roof. Despite his age and
his arthritis, he carried the heavy shingles

See ERLANDSON, page 23

in us the fire of our imagination, return-
ing meaning to a world that has been de-
prived of it.

Scott P Richert is publisher for OSV.
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By Chelle Smith-Vandergriff,
Julia Hinton, and Tessa Mclintyre

Catholic Charities of Cen-
tral and Northern Missouri
(CCCNMO) is committed
to caring for our neighbors in
need throughout the Diocese
of Jefferson City.

Within  the Community
Services program, that mis-
sion is realized through disas-
ter services, predatory loan
relief, HUD-certified housing
counseling,  social-emotional
care, wrap-around support ser-
vices, and community connec-
tions. Catholic Charities staff
Julia Hinton and Tessa McIn-
tyre encounter community
members with compassion and
dignity, delivering specialized
services that help individuals
and families achieve stability.

This  small but mighty
team empowers families and
strengthens communities in
38 Missouri counties, a goal
that is only made possible with
the support of the 91 dioce-
san parishes and an expanding
network of partners, providers,
volunteers and other contribu-
tors.

As we welcome the new year
with renewed resolutions, we
hope that you enjoy these sto-
ries of success that highlight
our call to family, community
and participation.

What is success?

For programs that focus on
individualized services and cli-
ent-centered care, defining and
measuring success can be chal-
lenging.

What we do know is that
providing the tools and resourc-
es for individuals to strengthen
family/social relationships, be-
come actively involved in their

The Catholic Missourian

Empowering Families:

community and build a safe
and stable environment has a
significant impact on sustain-
ability and self-sufficiency.

Catholic  Social Teaching
(CST) helps us understand
that social relationships and
community involvement have
a direct impact on human
dignity and development.

Participating in society
in a way that considers the
needs of the poor and vulner-
able is at the heart of the call
to family, community and
participation.

Pope St. John DPaul II
wrote, “While building up the
Church in love, the Christian
family places itself at the ser-
vice of the human person and
the world, ‘...so that it does
not live closed in on itself, but
remains open to the communi-
ty, moved by a sense of justice
and concern for others, as well
as by a consciousness of its re-
sponsibility towards the whole
of society,” (“The Family in
the Modern World; Familiaris
Consortio, no. 64).

Not only is this element of
CST embedded in Catholic
Charities mission statement,
but it is also considered an in-
tegral part of service delivery.

Whether we are working to
build capacity within our agen-
cy or within a specific client’s
social/community network, we
are stronger together.

Housing counseling
Julia, a HUD-certified
housing counselor, recently
received a request from a Co-
lumbia resident who needed
assistance repairing their home.
While individual counseling
covers a broad range of hous-
ing topics, the scope of Janet’s*

The mark of excellence
for five generations.

302 South Fifth
Hannibal, Missouri

573.221.8188 « www.jamesodonnel Ifuneralhome.com

© 2018 The James O’Donnell Funeral Home, Inc

home repairs required addi-
tional support to resolve.

After meeting with the
homeowner to better under-
stand her needs and challenges,
Julia requested help from Fr.
Dan Merz, who organized a re-
sponse from parishioners of St.
Thomas More Newman Center
and Sacred Heart Church, as
well as local Knights of Co-
lumbus Councils 7231 and
14414. Their prompt response
and generosity are a beautiful
witness of our Catholic faith
(and social teachings) in action,
allowing Janet to maintain safe

and affordable housing.

Predatory loan relief

The Catholic  Charities
Food Pantry not only provides
food security but also provides
neighbors the opportunity to
explore resources, develop so-
cial relationships, and strength-
en community connections.

While shopping at the pan-
try, one neighbor learned about
the agency’s Predatory Loan
Relief program and the upcom-
ing group classes being offered
on Saturday mornings.

This information came at
the perfect time, as Susan*® was
facing financial challenges after
taking out a title loan to cover

unexpected vehicle repairs.

While the repairs were nec-
essary to maintain employ-
ment, the high interest rates
had caused a cycle of financial
uncertainty.

With the support of Tessa,
Financial Stability Specialist,
Susan joined our financial ed-
ucation classes, determined to
regain stability.

She developed a bud-
get, eliminated non-essential
spending, refinanced her pred-
atory loan into a lower-inter-
est personal loan through Mid
America Bank, and opened a
savings account.

When asked about her sav-
ings plan, Susan identified
her desire to budget/save for a
modest Christmas fund.

Her perseverance allowed
her to not only make progress
on reducing personal debt, but
also enabled her to achieve her
savings goal and participate
in her family’s holiday gift ex-
change (something that had
not been possible for several
years).

In this instance, the impact
and scope of the Predatory
Loan Program is strengthened
by the support of the Catholic
Charities Food Pantry, group

class volunteers and peer par-
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Community Services success stories

ticipants, a reliable banking
partner, and Susan’s family
members, allowing Tessa to
continue assisting Susan on her
journey toward financial inde-
pendence.

Disaster relief services

The importance of com-
munity involvement is often
seen in disaster services.

Catholic ~ Charities  pro-
motes cross-training, assists

with preparedness and plan-

ning initiatives, and partici-

pates in local disaster recov-
ery efforts in the Diocese of
Jefferson City.

Last December, three Cath-
olic Charities staff members at-
tended the Catholic Charities
USA (CCUSA) Applied In-
stitute for Disaster Excellence
and are now certified by CCU-
SA to provide Disaster Case
Management.

Cross-training allows us to
serve individuals and contrib-
ute to community planning
initiatives, such as the forma-
tion of the Cole Co. Commu-
nity Organizations Active in
Disasters.

This  whole community
organization brings together
individuals, local businesses,
private sector participants, and
state agencies into an integrat-
ed framework of preparation
for emergency response.

A community-wide ap-
proach such as this is critical in
the aftermath of a disaster.

Following the August 2023
tornado in Baring, Mo., Cath-
olic Charities staff helped allo-
cate over $23,000 to recovery
efforts, supporting the Baring
Area Recovery Team in their
road to disaster recovery.

We hope these success sto-
ries from the Community Ser-
vices team inspire you to unite
with your family and faith
community to answer the call
to family, community and par-
ticipation and renew our com-
mitment to building a society
in which the dignity of each
person is recognized and pro-
tected.

*Names have been changed to
honor client confidentiality.
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Fr. Ekka, missionary priest from India, returns home after 14 years

By Jay Nies

Father Alex Ekka entrust-
ed his health and safety to
Almighty God upon arriving
in Jefferson City 14 years and
three months ago.

The Lord provided.

“God has kept me safe
and sound and healthy, even
though I am a diabetic pa-
tient,” said the missionary
priest from the Diocese of
Jashpur in India.

“My diabetes has been all
under control, and although I
was completely new to driving,
in all the years I've been here,
I've never even had a scratch
on my car or so much as a flat
tire,” he said.

Fr. Ekkas bishop recently
summoned him to return to
his home diocese, completing
a mission that was originally
intended to last three years.

“I'm going to miss the peo-
ple here,” Fr. Ekka said on Jan.
13, the morning before he de-
parted for Kunkuri, see city of
the Jashpur diocese.

‘Il miss how smoothly
things are done here, especially
during my time in the hospital
— how courteous the doctor
and nurses are,” he said.

Since arriving in this di-
ocese in the Fall of 2010, Fr.
Ekka served as associate pastor
of Immaculate Conception
Parish in Jefferson City; then
as pastor of St. Joseph Parish in
Palmyra; then as pastor of St.
Ann Parish in Warsaw, St. Ber-
nadette Parish in Hermitage
and the Mission of Ss. Peter
and Paul in Cole Camp; then
as pastor of Sacred Heart Par-
ish in Eldon and Our Lady of
Snows Parish in Mary’s Home.

He retired from pastoral
duties this past July, taking up
residence in Visitation Recto-
ry in Vienna and helping with
Mass coverage whenever need-
ed.

He said serving in this dio-
cese taught him new ways to
carry out his pastoral duties.

“In India, it’s still pretty
much that pastor is the boss,
and he runs the whole show
almost by himself,” he noted.

“But here, I learned how to
run the parish with the help
of the parishioners — pastoral
council, finance council and
recently the stewardship coun-
cil,” he said. “This is a great
learning point which will help
me continue my ministry in

India.”

He’s also become more
open-minded and tolerant of
things that are different from
what he grew up with, he said.

Saintly blessings

Bishop Emmanuel Kerketta
of Jashpur visited this diocese
several times since Fr. Ekka’s
arrival here, including for the
150th anniversary of St. Joseph
Parish in Palmyra in 2016.

That occasion marked the
first time two bishops were
present in that church.

The Jashpur diocese has a
surplus of priests, as well as a
bishop who appreciates the
worldwide dimensions of Je-
sus Great Commission: “Go
and make disciples of all na-
tions ...” (Matthew 28:19).

Accordingly, Fr. Ekka, or-
dained in 1981, has spent
more than half of his Priest-
hood ministering away from
home.

He was the first from his
diocese to volunteer to work
among the aboriginal people
of Australia in the diocese of
Darwin, Northern Territory,
in 2006-07.

His goal was to help lead
people to Christ beyond his
homeland while getting better
at connecting with people who
are waiting to hear the Gospel
in his backyard.

He conducted mission ap-
peals for four summers in par-
ishes throughout the United
States under the Missionary
Co-op Plan of the Society for
the Propagation of the Faith.

He assisted at a Milwaukee
parish from 1983-85 while
obtaining a master’s degree in
journalism at Marquette Uni-
versity.

MORTGAGE

He later served in
temporary parish as-
signments in Brooklyn,
N.Y., and Youngstown,
Ohio.

As a young seminar-
ian, he interviewed St.
Teresa of Kolkata for a
Catholic newspaper.

“I can still feel the
touch of her saintly
hand holding mine
when we greeted each
other,” he said.

He also worked
with sisters of Moth-
er Teresas order as a
seminarian in a nearby
treatment facility for
people with leprosy.

“You could say she
has blessed me several
times,” he said.

Joys and sorrows

In 2000, during Fr. Ekka’s
time in Youngstown, he trav-
eled with some friends to St.
Louis for a Catholic Charis-
matic convention.

“And in the crowd, acciden-
tally or coincidentally or prov-
identially, I met some people
from the Diocese of Jefferson
City,” he said.

They invited him to come
to Central Missouri.

So, in 2010, after newly or-
dained Bishop Kerketta gave
him permission to take a mis-
sionary leave of absence, Fr.
Ekka applied to spend time in
the Jefferson City diocese.

“I like serving others and
helping others,” the priest stat-
ed. “I guess I have what youd
call a missionary-orientation
type of mind. I like working as
a missionary. I like to work for
others.”

Nonetheless, being a mis-

Father Alex Ekka

sionary can be difficult, with
separation from family and
lifelong friends being the hard-
est part.

When Fr. Ekka first came to
the United States over 40 years
ago, there were no telephones
in his home diocese.

“So, I couldn’t even talk to
them,” he said. “At that time,
the pain of separation from my
family was very grave.

“But, luckily, these days,
with good technology, we can
have video chat and things like

that,” he said. “That makes it
easier.”

Strange language

Fr. Ekka was well
accustomed to U.S.
culture by the time he
got to Jefferson City,
but not the first time
he came to the United
States.

“It was a big shock
in 1983, he said.

Arriving in  New
York, he came to an
escalator in the airport
terminal and didn’t
know how to use it.

“Then, when I was
leaving, the automatic
doors suddenly opened
and I was scared to
death!” he said.

The priest who
picked him up there at
the airport said, “Let’s
go and have a bite.”

“I had never heard
that phrase in our Indian En-
glish,” Fr. Ekka recalled. “I was
wondering what kind of ‘bite’
he was talking about.”

Thats when he learned
about hamburgers and hot
dogs.

“I  remember  thinking,
‘How can one eat a cooked
dog?” he said. “That’s what I
thought they were eating here
when they said ‘hot dogs.””

Over time, the young priest
became acclimated with local
customs, phrases and cuisine,

See FR. EKKA, page 22
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Visiting every Catholic school here yields wonder, joy, hope

Heberlie to step down
after six years in pivotal role

By Jay Nies

In six years as a Coordina-
tor of the School Improvement
Process for the Jefferson City
diocese, Nancy Heberlie has
visited nearly every Catholic
school in these 38 counties.

At each, she interviews stu-
dents about what they like
about their school.

“It’s like a broken record,”
she noted. “l get to learn
about Jesus!’” ‘I get to study
about God?

“It sounds trite, but we get
to hear it over and over and
over,” she said.

Mrs. Heberlie will retire
from her role as coordinator at
the end of this school year, six
years from when she began it.

“Its time for me to step
aside and let someone else take
it to greater heights,” she said.

Mrs. Heberlie has thor-
oughly enjoyed her time as co-
ordinator.

She marvels at how “beau-
tifully different yet beautifully
similar” each of the diocese’s 37
Catholic grade schools, three
Catholic high schools and one
child development center are.

+ Plumbing

+ Central Vacuum
Systems

+« Water Filters
+« Water Softeners

615 A Clark Ave
Jefferson City

573-636-9661

www.SchrimpfPlumbing.com

“So many different lit-
tle things,” she said. “They
each have their own unique
charism.”

She spoke of schools that
place little electric candles on
the headstones in the parish
cemetery for All Souls Day.

There was the school where
a child bundled up an outdoor
statue of Jesus with a scarf and
hat in frigid weather.

“It’s so beautiful,” she stat-
ed. “The kids love to tell me
about these things.”

At one school, all the stu-
dents shared not only the
words and melody of a song
of welcome, but also the Sign
Language.

“One of their grandparents
is hard of hearing, and her
granddaughter wanted her to
be able to enjoy it, too,” said
Mrs. Heberlie. “So, the mu-
sic teacher taught the whole
school how to sign it.”

“It’s those little things that
make it so worthwhile,” she
said.

“No looking back”

Mrs. Heberlie went to a
rural Catholic grade school in
the St. Louis archdio-
cese.

“The Precious
Blood  Sisters
who were my
teachers in-
stilled in me
a love for
learning,” she
said. “It was a
natural thing to
go into edu-
cation.”

S h e
taught Ti-
tle 1 classes
and served as a librarian in a
public school for five years.

“Those were really good ex-
periences,” she said. “But God
called me to this. There was
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no looking back once
I started teaching in a
Catholic school.”

She insisted that it’s
a calling: “I wouldn
be able to separate
myself from God at
work, it’s so ingrained
. »
in me.

After 20 years in
a classroom, God led
her into school admin-
istration, where she
served for another 20
years.

“Nuggets and gems”
Kenya Fuemmeler
Thompson was serv-
ing as interim super-
intendent of Catholic
schools in 2019 when
Mirs. Heberlie retired

as principal of St
Stanislaus School in
Wardsville.

Mrs. Heberlie offered her
services to Mrs. Thompson,
who asked her to become the
diocese’s coordinator of the
School Improvement Process,
working with the diocese’s
School Improvement Process
program.

The process includes a
visiting team, made
up of Catholic
school  educa-
tors and ad-
ministrators
from around
the diocese,
which makes
an official visit
to a handful of
schools each year
as part of
the schools’
intensive
self-study

process.

Each school usually does a
self-study every six years.

“There are standards that we
look for,” Mrs. Heberlie noted.
“We look at their philosophy
and their mission statement
and their administrative out-
look, instruction, curriculum,
finances, facilities — we look
at all aspects of the school.”

They now also take specif-
ic note of the school’s Catho-
licity and its commitment to
promoting stewardship as the
Catholic way of life.

“That was one of my goals,”
said Mrs. Heberlie, “to get the

Nancy Heberlie has been serving as the diocese’s
coordinator of the School Improvement Process
for the past six years.

Catholicity piece and the stew-
ardship piece into that, and we
got it done. I'm excited about
that.”

Having previously been a
principal for 20 years, Mrs.
Heberlie knows the self-study
process, culminating with a
visit from a delegation of fel-
low educators, can be stressful.

“But, the team really comes
with a heart for helping you
improve the school,” she said.
“They also want to help you
recognize those nuggets and
gems, those unique things you
do really well that you don
recognize because theyre so
ingrained in your school’s cul-
ture.

“Yes, we give recommen-
dations for improving,” she
noted, “but we also point out
those talents, those charisms,
those really good things that
they often don’t even realize
are special.”

She had a happy homecom-
ing last spring when she led a
visit to St. Stanislaus School,
where she used to be principal.

“It was fun,” she said. “A

real joy!”

“Dream job”

Erin Vader Ed.D., current
diocesan superintendent of
Catholic schools, asked Mrs.
Heberlie to continue serving as
coordinator.

Mrs. Heberlie
obliged.

gladly

“It’s a dream job for
me — everything God
wanted me to be!” she
said. “I get to travel,
and I love to explore
Missouri. It’s kept me
in contact with my col-
leagues, who are my
friends, in the diocese.

“And it got me
into every one of the
schools,” she said.

The workload was
heavy at times. Teams
visited 11 schools in
a year’s time after the

COVID-19  pandemic

subsided.
“I wasnt home for
over a month,” said

Mrs. Heberlie. “It was
tough. But, I always
had a wonderful team.
We knew what we were
getting into, we did it,
and it was a great expe-
rience.”

This school year, she’s lead-
ing visits to a much more man-
ageable four schools.

Nonetheless, Jefferson City
is about a three-hour drive
from Perryville, where Mrs.
Heberlie moved after retiring
to help look out for her moth-
er, who's 94.

“It’s all worked out very well
for the past six years, through
God’s grace alone,” she said.

Hopeful signs

Mrs. Heberlie has enjoyed
learning about the Jefferson
City diocese, its schools, its
parishes and its people.

“The diocese is so authentic
and genuine and wonderful,”
she said. “It’s a real gem. I don’t
know if people realize that.”

She said it’s a joy to visit the
schools here, “especially those
little rural schools. They have a
special place in my heart. And
what they’re doing is simply
amazing.”

Everywhere she goes, “in ev-
ery school,” she sees students,
teachers, staff members, par-
ents, grandparents, volunteers
and principals working “very,
very hard.”

“They do a phenomenal
job,” she said. “And each one of
the schools has its own flavor,
and the prayers are so beauti-

ful.”

See HEBERLIE, page 16
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Neuner has been teaching for 50 years at S.H. Rich Fountain

By Jay Nies

“Today, we raise our hearts
in gratitude and admiration
for a remarkable woman who
has devoted 50 years to shap-
ing minds, nurturing spirits,
and leaving an indelible mark
on the community of Sacred
Heart School, Rich Fountain,”
stated a Nov. 4 social media
post written by Linda Neun-
er’s fellow educators at Sacred
Heart School.

Students and  colleagues
gathered that day to cele-
brate the golden anniversary
of teaching for the long-time
teacher and former principal of
the school.

“All right here in her home
parish!” said Father William
Debo, pastor of Sacred Heart
Parish in Rich Fountain and
Holy Family Parish in Freeburg.

“Ms. Neuner, you are the
very heart of this school,” her
colleagues stated. “As both
principal and teacher, you've
not only educated generations
of students, but you've also in-
spired, guided and loved them
as they navigated their paths to
becoming the individuals they
are today.

“Your influence stretches far
beyond the classroom walls —
you've helped raise and nurture
an entire community,” they
said.

Ms. Neuner’s commitment
to Catholic education reflects
her appreciation for all she re-
ceived as a student at Sacred
Heart.

She holds fond memories of
her own elementary years there.

“We were like an extended
family,” she stated.

The teachers were School
Sisters of Notre Dame, who
taught their students by word
and example about the Catholic
faith and the “3 Rs” — “read-
ing, writing and ’rithmetic.”

Eight of Ms. Neuner’s
brothers and her three sisters
also graduated from Sacred
Heart.

“I always had a brother
in the classroom with me —
sometimes two — as Grades
3-5and 6-8 were in triple-grade
classrooms,” she recalled.

Her interest in teaching
likely started with her brother
Joe, who never was able to at-
tend school because of his spe-
cial needs.

During Ms. Neuner’s ju-
nior high and early high school

summers, she helped out at
Head Start in Linn, which
was attended by some of her
younger siblings.

“Those teachers encouraged
me, and during my senior year
at Fatima High School, I was
able to help in one of the ele-
mentary classrooms,” said Ms.
Neuner.

Mr. Martin, the guidance
counselor, also advised her
to attend the College
of the Ozarks,
where all the
students  at-
tend  classes
year-round
on a work-
study  pro-
gram  which
allows students
to graduate with-
out any
debt.

During
the sum-
mer of
1974, the pastor of Sacred
Heart parish received word
from the School Sisters of No-
tre Dame that only two sisters
instead of three would be as-
signed to Sacred Heart School.

“Father approached my dad
shortly after that and asked
him how far along I was in
college,” Ms. Neuner recalled.
“Dad told him I was to begin
student-teaching that fall at
Branson Elementary.”

The next time Ms. Neun-
er was home, she interviewed
with Sister Flavia and was
hired.

Her first day on the Sa-
cred Heart faculty was Nov. 4,
1974.

That year, she had 40 stu-
dents in her fifth- and sixth-
grade class — 20 students in
each grade.

Sister Mary Christopher
and Sister Flavia were two of
her earliest mentors at Sacred
Heart.

Some early advice she re-
ceived from other teachers
was: “Put it in God’s hands,”
and “There are three sides to
every story: yours, mine, and
the real one.”

Another helpful tidbit was:
“Don’t stop learning until your
hair stops growing.”

“A few years ago at a parish-
ioner’s funeral, I heard his wise
saying, ‘It’s not that hard to be
nice, and I repeat that when
needed,” she said.

Big, happy family

Ms. Neuner became Sacred
Heart School’s first lay principal
and seventh- and eighth-grade
teacher in September 1981.

“After forty plus years as
principal, I returned to the
classroom as a full-time teach-
er,” she said.

She is grateful to Fr. Debo
and to Debbie Reinkemeyer,

the current principal, for

their support during
this transition.
“I now work
part-time, be-
ginning at
6:30 with
early-morn-
ing duty,” she
said. “This is
when I get to be
with the young-
est students,
and I am
learning
lots from
them!”

This year, she’s teaching
fourth- through eighth-grade
math, seventh- and eighth-
grade science, and seventh-
and eighth-grade religion.

“I have a wonderful group of
students, and I'm in a classroom
in the new building, next door
to our dear quilters, and across
the hall from our PS-PK and
K-1 classrooms,” she noted.

She has taught five of her
younger siblings, and all but
two of her current students are
children of former students.
One is a grandchild of a for-
mer student.

“There are numerous stu-
dents in the lower grades who
are grandchildren of my first
students at SHS,” she noted.

Her other teaching experi-
ences include summer school
at Fatima Elementary and Sky-
line Elementary near Urbana,
and serving as a camp coun-
selor for the Christian Appala-
chian Project in Martin, Ken-
tucky, and the Salvation Army
in Jefferson City.

She also spent a sum-
mer teaching at St. Michael’s
School in Window Rock, Ar-
izona, working with Navajo
children with special needs.

Mrs. Neuner said she’s been
fortunate to work with many
excellent teachers through the
years.

“I marvel at their faith, car-
ing, patience, problem-solving
abilities, and the list goes on,”

she said.

Among the many are fellow
educators who taught at Sacred
Heart for 20 or more years: Peg
Brune, Jackie Prenger and An-
nette Poettgen.

There were also wonderful
secretaries, including the late
Rosella Bax, Julie Siegler and
Mary Lea Reinkemeyer.

“They also served as nurse,
teacher, and assisted with
many other duties for numer-
ous years when I was princi-

pal,” Ms. Neuner noted.

Amazing community

Another benefit Ms. Neun-
er has received is growth in her
faith.

“Every day, I hear and see
examples of faith and love in
the students and staff,” she
said.

Among the changes she’s
witnessed over the years are
the technology now used every
day, and the access students
have to find information with
just one click.

She recalled how the Sa-
cred Heart School Advisory
Board and the local Home and
School Association were orga-
nized in the 1980s.

The school now has a pre-
school and kindergarten, ear-
ly-morning care, and an after-
school program.

“The generosity of our par-
ents, other parishioners, alumni
and friends continues to astound
me as we were able to raise over
a million dollars in a very short
time, and this fall we began a
new era with the addition of
the St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
Annex,” Ms. Neuner stated.

She feels blessed to have had
family, friends, present and for-
mer students, pastors, teachers

and staff, fellow principals, the
Diocesan School Office, and
an awesome parish community
who have helped and support-
ed her through the years.

“The generous donations of
our Quilting Ladies, St. Anne’s
Sodality, and the Knights of
Columbus are phenomenal,”
she stated. “Every day, I thank
God for the blessings I have
received here at Sacred Heart.”

During  this  Catholic
Schools Week, she asks for
prayers for Sacred Heart
School to grow and flourish
as a “rich fountain” of faith for
years to come.

“May God bless all our en-

deavors!”

Powerful legacy

“From teaching the children
of your former students to of-
fering wisdom and kindness to
all who cross your path, your
legacy lives on in each of us,”
Ms. Neuner’s colleagues stated
on Nov. 4.

“The lessons youve impart-
ed — both academic and life
lessons — are felt every day in
the hearts and minds of those
fortunate enough to have been
your students,” they said. “You
are truly a living testament to
the power of education, pas-
sion and love.”
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Fire captain makes way through ruins
of incinerated church to find tabernacle intact

By Ann Rodgers
OSV News
Los Angeles
Four days after Corpus

Christi Church was incinerat-
ed in the Palisades Fire, Capt.
Bryan Nassour of the Los An-
geles Fire Department picked
his way over a 6-foot layer of
rubble in the ashen bones of
the sanctuary and recovered
the tabernacle Jan. 11.

“I did it because the whole
community has been decimat-
ed — it looks like a nuclear
bomb has gone off and noth-
ing is standing,” Nassour told
Angelus, the news outlet of the
Los Angeles Archdiocese. Nas-
sour is a member of St. Francis
de Sales Church in Sherman
Oaks, and his brother belongs
to Corpus Christi.

“My brother lost his home. I
have close friends who lost ev-
erything but the shirts on their
backs, and they belong to that
church too. So, if I could save
just one thing, let it be this, so
they have something to believe
in,” he said.

That  Saturday morning
Nassour, whose station in Pa-
cific Palisades is across the
street from Corpus Christi,
had been up all night battling
other fires. As he sipped coffee
at his desk and gazed at the ru-

ined church, he decided
to check for valuables.
He wanted to protect
them from looters and
perhaps return some-
thing meaningful to the
parish.

Scorched bricks, tiles
and hunks of debris
filled the nave so high
that he had to crawl
under the top of door
frames that no longer
had doors. The roof had
collapsed, a burned steel
frame teetered above
the twisted remains of a
chandelier.

The pews had been
consumed. Only the
granite altar remained,
with the solid brass
tabernacle atop it and a
cross above. The Blessed Sacra-
ment was intact.

Nassour was astounded
to find that the tabernacle
weighed more than 300 Ibs.
His crew helped him get it into
the station house.

“It was one of the most up-
lifting things,” he said. “Not
everyone is religious, but
they saw that and they're like,
“This is awesome.” We're doing
something — at least one thing
— that we can salvage for the
community.”

He made many calls before
he was able to reach Msgr.
Liam Kidney of Corpus Chris-
ti to tell him that the taberna-
cle was safe and undamaged.

“He was in utter disbelief,”
Nassour said.

Nassour offered to search
for other sacred objects and
the priest told him where to
find the chalices and patens.
Firefighters from Station 69
helped dig for the crushed cab-
inet. The chalices and patens
had been severely damaged.

The Catholic Missourian

Capt. Bryan Nassour of the Los Angeles Fire Department poses inside the de-
stroyed Corpus Christi Church in Pacific Palisades on the west side of Los Angeles
Jan. 15, in the aftermath of the wildfires. Nassour and other first responders help
to recover items out of the church during the fire.

But the firefighters recovered
other sacred objects, including
three unbroken containers of
holy oil.

Brass withstands high heat,
but Nassour suspects more was
involved in the tabernacle’s
survival.

“Talk to any firefighter. In
any religious building what
usually survives is the cross and

— OSV News photo/Bob Roller
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certain  specific items
that are highly religious,
unless they've been spe-
cifically set on fire,” he
said.

Gabe Sanchez, a re-
tired FBI special agent
who does contract in-
vestigations for the Los
Angeles  Archdiocese,
was sent to retrieve the
tabernacle. Firefighters
helped him wrestle it
into his car. He drove it
to St. Monica Church,
where  Msgr.  Kidney
celebrated Mass for sur-
vivors the next day.

At that Mass, the
tabernacle stood on a
table by the altar. Msgr.
Kidney recounted Nas-
sour calling him to ask,
“I have found this big gold
box. What would you like me
to do with it?”

The Corpus Christi parish-
ioners burst into applause.

Nassour was unable to at-
tend because he was fighting
fires.

Ann Rodgers writes for Ange-
lus, the news outlet of the Arch-
diocese of Los Angeles.

Msgr. Liam Kidney, left, and Msgr. Lloyd Torgerson are pictured at
St. Monica Church with the tabernacle recovered Jan. 11, 2025,
from Corpus Christi Church, where Msgr. Kidney is pastor.

— OSV News photo/Victor Aleman, Angelus
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LA deacon, parishioners save church from Eaton Fire

By Pablo Kay
OSV News
Los Angeles

As he drove frantically past
charred buildings along the
smoky streets of Altadena in
his SUV early on the morning
of Jan. 8, Deacon José Luis
Diaz had one prayer on his
mind: God, please spare my
church.

A few hours earlier, Dea-
con Diaz and his family had
been roused from their beds
by a cellphone alert ordering
them to evacuate as fierce, dry
Santa Ana winds pushed the
Eaton Fire into their Altadena
neighborhood. They packed
up a few belongings and went
to the Pasadena Convention
Center nearby, one of several
public shelters set up for local
evacuees.

Shortly after falling asleep
in a cot, he was awakened
again — this time by his wife.

“José Luis, theyre saying
the church is on fire!” his wife,
Maria Esther, told him.

If it werent for those two
fateful wake-up calls — and
quick thinking by Deacon
Diaz a few moments later —
Sacred Heart Church in Alta-
dena would not have survived.

By the time Deacon Diaz
pulled up to Sacred Heart
with his son-in-law around
7:30 a.m., he found two other
parishioners trying to put out
a patch of flames burning the
wooden roof near the church’s
boiler room.

“There were houses next
door, in front, and behind
the church that were already
on fire,” said Deacon Diaz,
who has served at Sacred
Heart since he was ordained
a permanent deacon for the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles in
2015.

Deacon Diaz quickly un-
locked a maintenance room
and pulled out a ladder and
an iron pipe. Then the team
got to work: Two of them
propped up the ladder so that
the deacon could use the pipe
to break shingle tiles on a side
roof of the church, while an-
other poured water from a
garden hose on the flames.

“We almost didn’t have wa-
ter pressure in the hose,” said
Deacon Diaz. “So, we had to
do everything we could to put
it out.”

Their efforts kept the roof

fire, which had been
spatked by embers
flying from burn-
ing homes down the
street, from spread-
ing to the rest of the
church. The four
men stayed on the
scene for most of
the morning, break-
ing tiles and finally
extinguishing  the
last of the stubborn
flames.

When  Deacon
Diaz  opened the
church to look for
any damage inside,
he was relieved to
find the sanctuary in
good condition, be-
sides some heat dam-
age to a church door,
and likely smoke
damage throughout.

“We have a lot of A worker sweeps outside Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Altadena, Calif., Jan. 17, in
the aftermath of the Eaton Fire, which began Jan. 7. Deacon José Luis Diaz and three
others saved the church from the Eaton Fire with only an iron pipe and a water hose.

debris but no real
damage,” Sacred
Heart pastor Father
Gilbert Guzman told Ange-
lus hours after surveying the
grounds on Wednesday. “All
of the buildings are fine, the
rectory is fine. We will just
have quite a bit of cleanup af-
terwards.”

When “afterwards” will be,
of course, is anyone’s guess,
as the bone-dry Santa Ana
winds continued to fan mul-
tiple large fires in Los Angeles
County on Thursday and Fri-
day, spreading ashy air across
the area and turning thou-
sands of local residents into
refugees in their own cities.

Driving around  Sacred
Heart’s neighborhood after-

ward, Deacon Diaz described
an apocalyptic scene.

“It looks like we’re in the
middle of a battlefield. Every-
thing is wiped out,” he said.
“There are so many burned
homes gone, with only the
chimney left.”

By Wednesday, Father Guz-
man had heard from nearly a
dozen parish families who had
lost their homes.

The deacon’s house, just
eight blocks from the parish,
has so far remained unscathed
by the Eaton Fire. But as he
waits at the Pasadena shelter
with his family for the fires to
subside and recovery efforts

the psalms cited by
the deacon in his
prayers. “Why do
you hold back your
hand, why do you
keep your right hand
in your bosom?”
Prayer,  Deacon
Diaz believes, can
also bring about an
interior ~ “improve-
ment” in those who
suffer. Another one
accompanying  the
deacon this week has
been Psalm 85.
“Passing  through
the valley of weep-
ing, he turns it into
a spring,” the psalm
reads. “Better is one
day in your courts
than a thousand else-
where; I would rath-
er be a doorkeeper in
the house of my God
than dwell in the
tents of wickedness.”

— 0OSV News photo/Bob Roller

to begin, Deacon Diaz said
he has kept his Bible close
by, turning to praying certain
psalms of agony, supplication
and pleading as he looks to
make sense of the sudden de-
struction.

“Your foes have roared in
the midst of your holy place
... they set your sanctuary on
fire,” reads Psalm 74, one of

Pablo Kay is the edi-
tor-in-chief of Angelus, the news
outlet of the Archdiocese of Los
Angeles.

The Archdiocese of Los Ange-
les has established a special ded-
icated fund ‘to support parish-
es and schools impacted by the
fires.” To donate, visit lacatho
lics.org/california-fires.
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addresses its own problems,
the history it holds — but they
each reflect this love among
students, teachers, parents and
the parish,” she said.

She said those who cur-
rently lead the schools are
“the strongest and best group
of administrators that I have
worked with.”

“They show great dedica-
tion to their role as adminis-
trator and great love for their
parish and school community,”
she said.

“They model keeping faith
first, ensuring that our schools
are Catholic schools as we all
walk toward sainthood in our
lives,” she stated.

Likewise, teachers across the
diocese want what’s best for the
children in their care.

“They have all been open to
hearing what else they can do

to improve their own skills and
strategies because of the care

they have for their students,”
she said.

By their fruits

Mrs. Coulson understands
Catholic education as an im-
portant part of the Church’s
mission to praise God, spread
the Gospel and serve others.

“Schools help support par-
ents in our most important
role in helping one another be-
come saints,” she said.

Children  in  Catholic
schools get to know Jesus and
walk with him each day while
studying, serving and living as
a community.

“Our students are not only
prepared academically, but are
prepared to use their gifts in
service to God and to one an-
other,” said Mrs. Coulson.

“They experience this each
day as a school and classroom
community in prayer, in the
building of virtues to become
the best version of themselves,
and in giving through service,”
she said.

All of this helps the students
prepare to put their spirituality,
knowledge and skills to work
toward transforming the world.

Mrs. Coulson said it’s easy to
tell upon entering a school that
its Catholic, and not just from
the sacramentals and artwork.

“You know it is Catholic
by the actions of the people
there,” she stated. “In interac-
tions each day, you can see ex-
amples of charity, compassion,
patience, forgiveness, self-con-
trol and generosity.”

Students learn how to rec-
ognize the dignity of each hu-

man person and live with mu-

tual respect.

“This is reinforced in the
homily at Mass, in religion
classes, as faith is integrated in
each subject area, and as teach-
ers help students build social
skills interacting and problem
solving with one another,” she
said.

Marks of success

Mrs. Coulson pointed out
that all successful Catholic
schools are rooted in fostering
a personal relationship with Je-
sus Christ and the communal
witness to the Gospel message
of love of God and neighbor.

“An  excellent Catholic
school is guided by a mission
that embraces a Catholic iden-
tity where there is a focus on
the Fucharist and a commit-
ment to communal faith for-
mation,” she said.

HEBERLIE

From page 12

Visiting all of these schools has given
her tremendous hope for the present and
the future.

“The children are so alive in their
faith,” she said. “It’s great to see how they
respond to God, how they respond to
their teachers, how great their teachers
are.”

Mrs. Heberlie enjoys staying around
after Mass while visiting a parish with a
school and asking some of the older pa-
rishioners about it.

“They immediately light up like a
Christmas tree,” she said. “They’re so
proud of the school. They probably went
there themselves. Maybe their parents
went there, too. They sent their kids there,
and now their grandchildren go there.”

“Alive and well”

Mrs. Heberlie said the biggest changes
she’s seen in education through her career
involve the explosion of technology, and
the need for stronger safety protocols in
the schools.

What hasn’t changed are the students
and their prayers.

“Children still love to pray,” she said.
“They see the power of prayer. They want
prayer — going to Mass and saying the
Rosary. They might not say that to any-
body, but they like it. They like learning
about God, learning about Jesus. It keeps
them anchored.”

She has no doubt that God is present
and very active in every Catholic school.

“They wouldn’t still exist if he were not
there in them,” she said. “The power of
God is alive and well.

“When you have a service project, the
teachers and students show up,” she stat-
ed. “You see that all the time. They don’t
do it because they have to. They do it
because they want to. They’re living the
Beatitudes.”

Every school has difficulties to over-
come, “but I wish the people here could
step back and see the growth and all the
potential,” said Mrs. Heberlie.

The implementation of the Steward-
ship Model has strengthened the de-
cades-old policy of Catholic schools in
this diocese not charging tuition to fam-
ilies who actively and materially support
and participate in their parish.

“It works because people are so com-
mitted and devoted to their faith,” said
Mrs. Heberlie.

Marks of excellence

She believes courage is what makes a
Catholic school excellent, and student-led
evangelization makes an excellent school
Catholic.

“Being courageous enough to know to
do the right thing,” she stated. “To talk
the hard talks that go with instructing
children, to help them develop a good
moral compass in the schools.

“When you see that children have that
moral compass, who are naturally living
the Beatitudes and naturally going to
prayer in a time of difficulty ... how they
relate to the other people in the school —
student to student, teacher to student, ad-
ministrator to student — you know you
have an excellent school,” she said.

“When the students themselves direct

or lead the rest of the school in the faith,
when they say, ‘let’s pray about it,” when
a student knows they need to forgive
someone, when they know they need the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, that’s excel-
lent,” she continued.

She said graduates of such schools are
easy to identify.

“They’re grounded in their faith, know
the tenets of their faith, have a good mor-
al compass, and when they’re in situations
that would be tempting or of the world,
they know inside, through their moral
compass, through their relationship with
Jesus, right from wrong.”

They don't just live their faith; they ac-
tively lead others to Christ.

“We can’t keep it to ourselves,” she in-
sisted. “We have to be sharing our faith,
to be taking Christ out into the world.”

For it to “stick”

For parents and fellow parishioners
who want to keep their Catholic schools
excellent, Mrs. Heberlie advises staying
involved; being supportive of teachers
and administrators, especially when they
make difficult decisions; praying cease-
lessly; and being present to their children.

Toward that end, during Catholic
schools week, her prayer will be simply
“that it sticks.”

“These are good kids, and Catholic
schools help put that good in them,” she
said. “So, we pray that down the path,
wherever it leads, that theyll continue to
give the glory to God for all the gifts he’s
given them, and continue following him

and helping lead other people to Christ.”

Since Catholic schools are
a ministry of the parish, help-
ing to fulfill its mission in the
local community, “a success-
ful Catholic school will have
a strong relationship with the
parish community as a whole,”
she said.

There should also be a trust
between the school and par-
ents and guardians, who are
the primary educators of their
children.

“By holding these strong
relationships, the school will
have vitality with the resources
it needs to provide an educa-
tional experience distinguished
by excellence,” she said.

Successful Catholic schools
also provide an academically
rigorous education that pro-
motes the diversity of individu-
al talents and prepares students
to be a source of leadership in
the Church and the nation, she
stated.

In order to ensure excellence
in Catholic schools, Mrs. Coul-
son recommended praying for
teachers, students, and families
as they work to carry out the
mission set before them.

“Give sacrificially to sup-
port the parish and all of its
ministries,” she added. “Get
to know the teachers and stu-
dents by greeting them at Mass
or parish activities, express you
are glad they are there.

“Volunteer when you are
able,” she advised, noting that
of the best experiences have
come when a parishioner who
does not have a child enrolled
in the school volunteers in the
school.

“It’s a great model for fami-
lies that their support does not
end just because their child has
been promoted,” she said.

All of this benefits the entire
parish.

“A parish with a school is ac-
tively engaging in evangeliza-
tion of students, their families,
and the community as they see
the positive impact of living
the Catholic faith,” said Mrs.
Coulson.

“The schools promote par-
ticipating in prayer experienc-
es, service in the parish, and
living as one community,” she
noted.

“Providing support to the
parish school is providing sup-
port for the continuation of

the life of the parish.”
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CREANDO CONEXIONES

obispo McKnight

Una invitacion a compartir tu voz

This message can be found
in English on Page 1

Por el Obispo W. Shawn McKnight
Cuando cantamos juntos
en la liturgia, el Espiritu San-
to se mueve entre nosotros. El
canto litdrgico es un acto de fe
que resuena profundamente en
nuestros corazones; no es solo
la armonia de
voces,  sino

so sexual presenta obstdculos
mids significativos. Existe una
preocupacién real por lo que
se transmite a nuestra comu-
nidad, especialmente por los
sobrevivientes de abusos, cuan-
do continuamos utilizando las
obras musicales de tales com-
positores.

Igual de importante es la

Creo que el Espiritu Santo habla a

obispo diocesano de
abuso sexual y vet6
aproximadamente
una docena de can-
tos con problemas
doctrinales  signifi-
cativos.

Para mi sorpresa,
esta accién generd
un intenso debate dentro de
nuestra didcesis, en los medios
de comunicacién nacionales y
en las redes sociales.

Aunque esta atencién no
era esperada, fue inspirador
presenciar la pasién y el entu-
siasmo que las personas apor-
tan a la conversacién sobre
la musica sagrada en nuestra
Iglesia. Siem-
pre que este

S

la unién de z . fervor  estd
corazones en traves de todos los miembros de la presente en-
adoracion. Iglesia. Es esencial que nos escuchemos [N,

El  docu- mutuamente a traves de un dialogo nuestra Igle-
NIV honesto, donde podamos explorar juntos JESEEUIEUEIEY
Concilio estos temas dificiles y no simplemente una  buena
Vaticano imponiendo preferencias individuales. manera  de
II sobre la responder:
liturgia sagra- a través de
da, Sacrosanctum Con- idoneidad doctrinal de loshim- un proceso sinodal de dis-
cilium, nos ensefa que: nos que cantamos. La musi- cernimiento.

“La tradicion musical de la Ig-
lesia universal constituye un te-
soro de valor inestimable, que
sobresale entre las demds expre-
siones artisticas... cuanto mds
intimamente esté unida a la ac-
cion litirgica, ya sea expresando
con mayor delicadeza la oracion
0 fomentando la unanimidad,
ya sea enriqueciendo la mayor

solemnidad los ritos sagrados.”

(n. 112).

Es cierto, la mayorfa de
nosotros no hemos sido ben-
decidos con voces perfectas,
iincluyéndome a mi! Entiendo
que se necesita valor para can-
tar con valentia en presencia de
otros. Pero cuando elevamos
nuestras voces juntos, partic-
ipamos en un acto profundo
que celebra nuestra unidad en
la fe que glorifica a Dios.

Mi esperanza es que todos
en nuestra didcesis se sientan
llamados a participar en la
musica sagrada de nuestras Mi-
sas y otras liturgias. Sin embar-
go, reconozco que puede haber
obstdculos que hacen que sea
dificil o imposible que esto
suceda. Por ejemplo, cuando el
canto no resulta familiar puede
resultar dificil cantarla. Y cuan-
do un canto estd en un idioma
que no es el nuestro puede re-
sultar atin mds desafiante.

La musica compuesta por
personas que han sido acusa-
das de manera creible de abu-

ca tiene un poder Unico para
moldear nuestra comprension
de la fe. Los textos que can-
tamos no sélo deben ser lirica
y melédicamente hermosos,
sino también teolégicamente
brillantes y con un significado
profundo, que reflejen las mag-
nificas verdades de nuestra fe
catdlica.

Se trata de cuestiones im-
portantes que pueden provocar
tensiones y divisiones. Sin em-
bargo, debemos de tomar en
serio ese famoso mandato del
Sacrosanctum Concilium: “La
Santa Madre Iglesia desea ardi-
entemente que se lleve a todos
los fieles a aquella participacién
plena, consciente y activa en las
celebraciones litdrgicas” (no.
14). En este espiritu, estoy ob-
ligados a abordar esta cuestién
de una manera que fomente la
unidad y una mayor partici-
pacién en nuestras liturgias.

En los dltimos afos, junto
con otros lideres de nuestra
didcesis, hemos estado dis-
cerniendo la mejor manera de
abordar estos temas. Después
de mucha deliberacién, emiti
un decreto el pasado mes de
octubre. Este decreto se centré
en tres dreas: establecié cantos
para las partes de la Misa para
que todos se familiarizaran con
ellos, prohibié el uso de cantos
de compositores que han sido
declarados culpables por su

Aboli mi decreto original y
lo reemplacé con uno que in-
vita a todos en nuestra didce-
sis a participar en un proceso
de discernimiento. El Espiritu
Santo estd obrando en cada
uno de nosotros, y cuando el
pueblo de Dios habla, tenemos
la responsabilidad de escuchar,
incluso si eso significa ajustar
nuestro enfoque.

Ahora estamos iniciando
este nuevo enfoque. En las
préximas semanas, todos en
nuestra didcesis serdn invita-
dos a compartir sus perspecti-
vas sobre como podemos usar
mejor la musica sagrada para
fomentar una mayor partic-
ipacién en nuestras liturgias
catdlicas. Se les invitard a com-
pletar encuestas en persona,
durante las Misas el dltimo fin
de semana de enero y en linea.
Posteriormente, se llevarin a
cabo sesiones sinodales de es-
cucha en numerosos lugares de
la didcesis. Aquellos que asis-
tan a nuestros retiros de corre-
sponsabilidad en espafiol tam-
bién tendrin la oportunidad
de aportar sus comentarios. El
Center for Applied Reserch in
the Apostolate (CARA) estd
ayudando a nuestra didcesis
en este esfuerzo para garantizar
que la encuesta tenga credibili-
dad cientifica.

Este proceso sinodal debe
permitir que todos participen

en un didlogo y discernimien-
to en oracién sobre este tema
importante. Después de las se-
siones sinodales de escucha, la
Comisién Littrgica diocesa-
na presentard su propuesta al
Consejo Pastoral Diocesano y
al Consejo Presbiteral, quienes
a su vez me ayudardn a final-
izar un nuevo decreto para el
otono. Este decreto reflejard
nuestro compromiso con la
belleza de la musica sagrada y
fomentard una mayor partic-
ipacién en nuestras liturgias,
preservando al mismo tiem-
po nuestros valores morales y
doctrinales. Mi intencién es
que todos los sacerdotes re-
visen el borrador final del de-
creto durante su reunién anu-
al de octubre antes de que se
haga permanente.

No es coincidencia que
muchos de nuestros planes
pastorales en nuestros decana-
tos incluyan un llamado a la
renovacién de nuestra vida

17

sacramental. Este proceso,
aunque tal vez no previsto
necesariamente por quienes
redactaron esos planes, fo-
mentard esa renovacion.

Creo que el Espiritu San-
to habla a través de todos los
miembros de la Iglesia. Es es-
encial que nos escuchemos
mutuamente a través de un
didlogo honesto, donde poda-
mos explorar juntos estos te-
mas dificiles y no simplemente
imponiendo preferencias indi-
viduales.

Invito a cada uno de ustedes
a participar de todo corazén en
este proceso, compartiendo sus
pensamientos, experiencias y
oraciones.

Juntos, guiados por el Es-
piritu Santo, podemos asegu-
rar que nuestra masica sagrada
siga siendo una fuente de uni-
dad que eleve nuestras almas,
profundice nuestra fe y nos
acerque a los misterios sagrados
que celebramos.

Wien: Our Lady
of the ‘Snow’ Angels

Snow gen-
tly blankets
Our Lady of
the Angels
Church in
Wien the
morning of

Jan. 5.
— Photo by
Father Jeremy
Secrist
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GOVERNOR

From page 4

He thanked Bishop Mec-
Knight, the priests, and ev-
eryone who had a hand in
organizing the Mass and the
reception.

“This is a really important
step for our family to start off
in church,” he said.

He asked for everyone to
keep praying for him.

“This is a really challenging
time,” he said. “If you run a
family, if you run a business, if
you run a farm or you run the
State of Missouri, you always
need prayers and people on
your side who are really going
to help you.”

Work and pray

Bright sun and frigid tem-
peratures greeted the assem-
bled spectators on the South
Lawn of the State Capitol
Jan. 13 for the inauguration
of Gov. Kehoe, Lt. Gov. Dave
Wasinger, Secretary of State
Denny Hoskins, State Trea-
surer Vivek Malek and Attor-
ney General Andrew Bailey.

Gov. Kehoe had his late
mother’s rosary with him and
placed his hand on her Bible
while taking his oath of office.

“I learned a lot about life,
faith and relationships from
her,” he said in his Inaugural
Address. “Every time we kids
complained about something
we didn’t have, she had a sim-
ple answer: ‘Pray harder, work

harder.’

“Mom was right,” he
said. “If you work hard
and you love the Lord, you
can get anywhere you want
to go in this state and this
country.”

Bishop McKnight, in his
invocation, petitioned the
Supreme Ruler of the Uni-
verse to support the state’s
officers in fulfilling the awe-
some trust of the people.

“Through their steward-
ship of our resources, may
they ensure opportunities
for education, jobs, com-
merce, health and well-be-
ing of our citizens,” the
bishop prayed, his words
condensing in the frigid air.
“May they preserve and de-
fend the physical and moral
integrity of our beloved state,
founded with trust in you.”

The bishop’s prayers echoed
off historical St. Peter Church,
surrounding state government
buildings and the century-old,
Corinthian-column-clad Cap-
itol.

Hints of the previous week’s
snowfall highlighted northern
rooftops.

Flags and bunting swayed
in nippy bursts while the dor-
mant trees rested.

The sky was impeccably
blue.

The bishop asked God to

make himself present to the

Monsignor Robert A. Kurwicki, vicar general of the Jefferson City diocese
and chaplain of the Missouri House of Representatives, greets Gov. Mike
Kehoe, a member of Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish in Jefferson City, at a
reception after a Mass for the governor in the Cathedral the day before
his inauguration. — Photo by Annie Williams

at Chaminade College Prep
near St. Louis.

Gov. Kehoe’s mother, Lo-
raine, went to daily Mass.
The family was active in par-
ish activities.

Gov. Kehoe’s sister, Car-
ol, died young of leukemia.

The governor and Mrs.
Kehoe got married in 1989.

An early and import-
ant friend and mentor gave
Gov. Kehoe some important
advice before dying: “Don’t
forget your roots.”

“I will always remember
where I came from,” the
governor stated in his inau-
gural address.

state’s leaders, “especially in
the lonely moments of fateful
decisions which may be theirs
to make for us and our world.”

Using the words God in-
structed Aaron and his sons
of the priestly order to use
in blessing the Israelites in
the time of Moses (Numbers
6:24-26), the bishop prayed:

“The Lord bless you and
keep you! The Lord let His
face shine upon you, and be
gracious to you! The Lord
look upon you kindly and give
you peace!”

Deep roots
Outdoor inauguration cer-
emonies, depending on the

Every Day Is a Gift.
Take Time to Enjoy It.

We believe every day is a gift, and so is every life.
Take time to enjoy it, and never take a
moment for granted.

Houser-Millard Funeral Directors
2613 W Main Street, Jefferson City, MO

(573) 636-3838

Funerals | Cremation | Pre-Planning

Jeff Hilke
Funeral Director

Annie Green
Funeral Assistant

Reid Millard
Owner, Funeral Director

weather, have been a Missou-
ri tradition since the current
Capitol was under construc-
tion over 100 years ago.

Another time-honored cus-
tom involves waiting until the
Angelus bell in nearby St. Pe-
ter Church strikes at noon for
the governor to take his oath
of office.

Gov. Kehoe is the second
Catholic to serve as governor
of Missouri and the first since
the late Gov. Joseph Teasdale
served from 1977-81.

Gov. and Mrs. Kehoe have
called Missouri home for
more than 30 years.

Gov. Kehoe once said that
being Catholic is “the core of
who I am.”

The youngest of six sib-
lings, he grew up four doors
from what was then Our Lady
of Mount Carmel Church in
the Baden neighborhood of
North St. Louis.

His father left his mother
when young Mike was a year
old, leaving his mother to
raise the children by herself.

Gov. Kehoe was taught by
Sisters of Loreto at the par-
ish school and brothers and
priests of the Society of Mary

“Lots of help”

Gov. Kehoe and his fam-
ily have taken up residence
in the historical Governor’s
Mansion, where once stood
Jefferson City’s first Capitol
building.

Lawmakers in the 1840s
narrowly voted against sell-
ing the former Capitol, which
Irish Catholics had helped
build, to the St. Louis archdi-
ocese for use as a church after
the second Capitol was com-
pleted.

Nearby stands the Up-
schulte House, in which Jesuit
Father Felix Verreydt report-
edly offered Jefferson City’s
first Mass in 1831.

While Gov. Kehoe was
serving as a state senator in
2010, his mother gave him for
Christmas a plaque contain-
ing an image of the Blessed
Mother under her title Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, hold-
ing the infant Jesus.

The inscription reads: “To
my son, the senator, with love
and prayers from Mom, with
lots of help from Mary.”

“It will be on my governor’s
desk,” Gov. Kehoe told his
friends at the reception. “So,

she’ll be with us.”

PROVIDING COMPLETE ELECTRICAL
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Notre Dame falls short in playoff final; faith, brotherhood shine

By John Knebels
OSV News

The somber mood spoke
volumes.

Displaying a despondent
countenance before a throng
of national media, University
of Notre Dame football coach
Marcus Freeman and two of his
stalwart seniors — quarterback
Riley Leonard and linebacker
Jack Kiser — fielded numerous
questions following a 34-23
loss to Ohio State University
in the College Football Playoff
national championship Jan. 20
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium in
Atlanta.

“Obviously tough moment,

tough outcome,” said Freeman.
“There’s reasons why we didn’t
get the outcome we wanted.
Credit to Ohio State and their
ability to execute on both sides
of the ball. ... We obviously
didn’t play the way we needed
to get the outcome we wanted,
but as I said to the guys in the
locker room, there’s not many
words to say when everybody is
hurting.”

Aiming for its 12th national
title and first since 1988, No-
tre Dame started strong. Cul-
minating a momentous 18-
play, 75-yard drive that ate an
unfathomable 9 minutes, 45
seconds off the clock, Leonard

powered home from the one-
yard line to give the Fighting
Irish a 7-0 lead.

As soon as he reached the end
zone and noticed a camera di-
rectly in front of him, Leonard
pointed to his wristband to share
his favorite Scripture passage,
Matthew 23:12: “For those who
exalt themselves will be hum-
bled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

At his first opportunity to
speak at the post-game press
conference, Leonard said, “Be-
fore I answer your question, I
want to thank my Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, for giving
me the opportunity to play in

this game.”

In addition to his wristband,
he wrote on his hand Proverbs
27:17: “As iron sharpens iron,
so should one man sharpen an-
other.”

“We and Ohio State are the
two teams that praise Jesus
Christ the most, and I think
that we strengthen each other
in our faith through coming
to this game and competing
against each other,” he said.
“I'm happy to see godly men
come out on top no matter
what the circumstances. I'm
happy to praise Jesus in the
lowest of the lows, as well.”

After the win, several Ohio

MAKING CONNECTIONS

From page 1

However, I recognize there can be obsta-
cles that make it difhicult or impossible for
this to happen. For example, when the song
is unfamiliar it can be hard to sing along.
And when a song is in a language that is not
our own, it can be even more challenging.

Music composed by individuals who
have been credibly accused of sexual abuse
brings more significant obstacles. There is
real concern about what is con-
veyed to our community — es-
pecially to survivors of abuse
— when we continue to use
the works of such composers.

Just as important is the doc-
trinal appropriateness of the
hymns we sing.

Music has a unique power
to shape our understanding
of the faith. The texts we sing
must not only be lyrically and melodically
beautiful, but also theologically brilliant
with depth of meaning, reflecting the
magnificent truths of our Catholic faith.

These are important issues which can
stir up tensions and division. However, we
must take seriously the famous mandate in
Sacrosanctum Concilium: “Mother Church
earnestly desires that all the faithful should
be led to that full, conscious, and active
participation in liturgical celebrations
which is demanded by the very nature of
the liturgy” (no. 14).

In this spirit, I am compelled to address
this issue in a way that fosters unity and
encourages greater participation in our lit-
urgies.

In recent years, I, along with other lead-
ers in our diocese, have been discerning
how best to address these matters. After
much deliberation, I issued a decree last
October.

That decree focused on three areas: it es-
tablished common Mass settings for all to
become familiar with, it prohibited the use
of songs by composers credibly accused of

sexual abuse by their diocesan bishop, and
it banned approximately a dozen songs
with significant doctrinal issues.

To my surprise, this action sparked in-
tense discussion both within our diocese
and across national media and social net-
works.

While this attention was not expected,
it was inspiring to witness the passion and

| believe that the Holy Spirit speaks
through all members of the Church.
It is essential that we listen to one another

through honest dialogue where we can
explore these difficult issues together,
and not simply by asserting one’s
preferences.

enthusiasm people bring to the conversa-
tion about sacred music in our Church.
Whenever such fervor is present among
the faithful, our Church provides us with a
good way to respond — through a synodal
process of discernment.

I abrogated my original decree and re-
placed it with one that invites everyone in
our diocese into a discernment process.

The Holy Spirit is working through each
one of us, and when the people of God
speak, we have a responsibility to listen, even
when that means adjusting our approach.

We are now beginning this new ap-
proach.

In the coming weeks, everyone in our
diocese will be invited to share their per-
spectives on how we can better use sacred
music to encourage greater participation
in our Catholic liturgies.

You will be invited to complete surveys,
both in-person at Masses the last weekend
of January, and online.

In-person synodal listening sessions will
then be held at numerous locations in the
diocese, and those who attend our Span-

ish-language stewardship retreats will also
have the opportunity to provide input.

The Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA) is assisting our diocese
in this effort to insure a survey with scien-
tific credibility.

This synodal process should allow all to
engage in prayerful dialogue and discern-
ment on this important matter.

Following the synodal lis-
tening sessions, the diocesan
Liturgical Commission will
make their proposal to the Di-
ocesan Pastoral Council and
the Presbyteral Council, who
will in turn assist me with fi-
nalizing a new decree by the
Fall, that reflects our commit-
ment to the beauty of sacred
music and encourages greater
participation in our liturgies, while pre-
serving our moral and doctrinal values.

I intend to have the entire presbyterate
review the final draft decree at their Octo-
ber Institute before it would become per-
manent.

It is not coincidental that so many of
our deanery pastoral plans include a call
for a renewal of our sacramental life. This
process, while perhaps not necessarily an-
ticipated by those who wrote those plans,
will encourage that renewal.

I believe that the Holy Spirit speaks
through all members of the Church. It
is essential that we listen to one another
through honest dialogue where we can
explore these difficult issues together, and
not simply by asserting one’s preferences.

I invite each of you to participate
wholeheartedly in this process, sharing
your thoughts, experiences and prayers.

Together, guided by the Holy Spirit, we
can ensure that our sacred music remains
a source of unity that uplifts our souls,
deepens our faith, and brings us closer to
the sacred mysteries we celebrate.

State Buckeyes publicly praised
God, including quarterback
Will Howard. “First and fore-
most, ['ve got to give the glory
and praise to my Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ. T wouldn’t be
here without him,” he said in
an on-field interview. Howard
has celebrated his team’s post-
season wins on social media
with Bible verses.

Despite later throwing a
pair of touchdown passes and
being directly involved in a
whopping 49 of Notre Dame’s
58 offensive plays, Leonard
said he felt he had let his team-
mates down in the champion-
ship game, this despite helping
the Fighting Irish climb to
within 31-23 with four min-
utes remaining in regulation,
thanks mostly to his heroics.

Reflecting on his decision to
transfer from Duke University
for his senior season, Leonard
credited his coaches and team-
mates for his brief, but incred-
ibly successful, Notre Dame
career.

“It’s very easy to be a suc-
cessful quarterback when, first
and foremost, your coaches
are setting you up for success,”
Leonard said. “I've never been
so prepared in my life. I've just
learned so much within this
past year. ... The character of
this place is kind of hard to de-
scribe, and I think I've grown
so much because of the people
around me.”

Kiser, a six-year player who
set a record for most games
played in Irish navy blue and
gold, echoed his fellow team
captain.

“When you look at the six
years I've been here, what I re-
member is the people,” Kiser
said. “Getting to meet amazing
guys ... and to go on the jour-
ney that we went on. To have
Coach Freeman — yeah. Its
about the people. It’s the peo-
ple that have made this place
different. It just shows where
this program is heading. The
people in this building are the
best, absolute best.”

Like a father figure mak-
ing sure his flock understood
his gratification for a job well
done, Freeman lauded the en-
tire Notre Dame roster. He
described a team that “chose to
work, we all chose to trust each
other, chose to love each other,
to be selfless and put the team
in front of ourselves.”
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ACROSS
the
Diocese

By Father Donald Antweiler

1.

11.

12.
14.
15.

16.

18.

20.

21.
23.
24.

25.
27.
28.
29.
30.

31.
32.

36.

37.

ACROSS
The Ruth and Paul Hen-
ning CA (Conservation

Area) is a 1,534-acre tract
within the city limits of
Mo.s music ___, Bran-
son, Mo.

Electric stove, or “Home
on the | where the
deer and antelope play.”
The __ of Capri casino
is located in historic Boon-
ville, Mo.

Charged particle.

Letters for High School.
Possible suffix for “employ”
or “trust.”

“There’s really just a good
mixofopenand _____ plac-
es there (at Henning CA).
Hills and hollers and things
of nature,” —Mo. Dept. of
Conservation forester.

This Buckeye State is the
birthplace of 7 U.S. Presi-
dents.

Abbr. for “near” or letters
for “no reply” on social me-
dia.

Q through U.

Holiday or Comfort.

Pope St. John Paul
not only had enormous
impact on the world stage
but gave the Church the
Luminous mysteries of the
Rosary and promulgated
the Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church.

“...and then comeand
your gift (Matthew 5:24).

In art, the glowing circle
around a saint’s head.

A brand of jeans.

Moon of Jupiter.

Rowboat propulsion.
Hocky legend Bobby ____.
“...Come, let us mold
_ and harden them
with fire,” (Genesis 11:3).
__ Health has St. Mary’s
Hospital in Jeff. City with
medical clinic locations
listed in Belle, Holts Sum-
mit and Tipton.

“90% of the people that
visit Henning CA ...enjoy
the _ overlook and the
tower. Sunrise and sunset

43.

44,

45.

47.

49.
52.

54.

57.

58.

60.
6l.

62.

63.
64.

are extremely popular times
to visit,” —Mo. Dept. of
Conservation forester.

“___ bin ein Berliner,” —
JFK’s famous phrase at the
Berlin Wall in 1963 (i.e., “I

am a Berliner.”)

. Letters for the screening

and security agency at air-
ports.

OT priest who raised the
young prophet Samuel (1

Samuel 3:1-18).

He always used to wear a
suit and at the office.

“The Lord Jesus inaugurat-
ed his Church by preach-
ing the Good , that
is, the coming of the Reign
of God...” —Lumen Genti-
um, Vatican Council II, as
found in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, #763.

Paul Henning was born in
Independence, Mo. (bur-
ied in Tuscumbia, Mo.)
where County Judge Harry
Truman advised him to go
to____ school to be an at-
torney.

Preparation period before
Easter.

Letters on the side of a car’s
tire.

“Bondi, an Austrian im-
migrant, hadnt expected
to take up arms against
slavery but fell under John
Brown’s spell. ‘He exhibit-
ed at all times the most af-
fectionate care for __ of
us,” —Bondi in 7he Zeal-
ot and the Emancipator, by
H.W. Brands

Possible suffix for words
like “harp,” “tour,” or “ar-
son.”

Instead of studying to be a
lawyer, Henning became
a successful Hollywood
__ for the George Burns
and Gracie Allen radio/TV
show, and the rest is history.
In billiards, it can refer to a
stick or a ball.

Chemical letters for “sodi-
um.”

“I have a notion that at
the beginning of the war
Mr. Lincoln read the Bi-
ble quite as much for its
literary style as he did for
its religious spiritual
content,” —7ad Lincolns
Father, A Memoir, by Julia
Taft Bayne.

House or home in Tijuana.
The trails and features of
the Henning CA don’
have a Jed Clampett trail
or a Hooterville overlook,

referring to the 1960s TV

65.

10.

13.

17.

19.

“When you sin in this way
against your brothers and

their consciences. ..
you are sinning against
Christ,” (1 Corinthians
8:12).

DOWN
The  Kid, with his fun-
ny sidekick Pancho, was a
1950s popular Western TV
show based on a fictional
character created by the fa-
mous author O. Henry in a
1907 short story. The Kid
was also featured in film,
radio and comic books.
_ trees in Mo. are con-
sidered very endangered
due to an invasive borer
beetle killing these trees
across North America.
The Henning CA includes
trails, viewing and
an observation tower that
gives visitors views ranging
from the Branson strip to
the White River Balds Nat-
ural Area.
Letters for Improvised Ex-
plosive Device; a simple
homemade bomb, esp.
used on roads traveled by
U.S. troops in Afghanistan,
leading to many casualties.
I got some band-____ for
cuts and scrapes on my
hands from chopping wood.
“On opening (the basket),
she looked, and |
there was a baby boy, cry-
ing!” (Exodus 2:0)
With bad eyes and a
grouchy disposition, one
might assume this tank-like
herbivore would be given
a wide berth. But poach-
ers after the horn(s) on its
snout have made it endan-
gered.
“Behold, the virgin shall
be with child and bear __
.. —Matthew 1:23 (2
wds.).
When Aladdin rubbed his
lamp, out poppeda .
“It was coming to
grips with the stark reality
that he had murdered peo-
ple,” —7he Last Man, by
Vince Flyn.
“Dante and Shakespeare
divide the modern world
between them; there is
_ third,” —TS. Eliot in
From Hell 1o Paradise Dan-
te and His Comedy, by Olof
Lagercrantz.
After 5 innings, no runs,
no hits,no .
Paul Henning was the cre-
ator of the 1960s TV hit,
The Beverly ___, based on
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26

28
31
33

34

35

38

39

42

his camping experiences in
the Ozarks near Branson.
Green Acres and Petticoat
Junction followed, along
with Dirty Rotten Scoun-
drels and others.

. “The Indians of the
Americas gave the world
-fifths of the crops

now in cultivation,” —
Indian  Givers: How Na-

tive-Americans Transformed

the World, by Jack Weather-
ford.

. “Thus evening came, and
morning  followed—the
_day” (Genesis 1:5).

. Legal; valid.

. Bone.

. Letters for Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults, now
called Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults.

. “The flight path into ____
airport took them over the
Missouri and west into
Kansas,” —Zero Day, by
David Baldacci.

. Instead of former TV
shows, the features of the
Henning CA pay tribute to
an Ozark literature classic,

Herold Bell Wright's 1907

Ozark-based novel, of

the Hills.

. “The __ and the bear
shall be neighbors...” (Isa-
iah 11:7).

. This border State with Mo.
surprisingly has over 100
lakes and miles of water
recreation, including the
Niobrara River, a popular
canoeing river with over 90
waterfalls (abbr.).

. “Go to the ___, O slug-
gard, study her ways and

46.

48.

49.

50.

51.

53.

55.

56.

58.

59.

62.

learn wisdom...” (Proverbs
6:6).

Oregano or cilantro or cin-
namon or basil or garlic,
for example.

“Mother Teresa, who strug-
gled with her own ‘dark
night, shows us that, in
the end, the saints really are
like the rest of us and strug-
gle in every way that __
do. Sometimes they have
to struggle even more,” —
clues from My Life with the
Saints, by James Martin, S.].
The 5 a Jeff. City ex-
ercise and recreation center
jointly owned and operated
by Jeff. City Parks System
and Lincoln University.
Jacob’s twin brother, whom
he tricked out of his birth-
right (Genesis 25:24-26;
29-34).
Companion
DOWN.
For a worker, letters mean-
ing Short Term Assign-
ment.

Letters for American Civil
Liberties Union; a liberal
civil liberties group.

Letters for Catholic Uni-
versity (___) of America,
in Washington, D.C.

In text, letters for “Where

to #62

are you?”
“(The Passover lamb) shall
not be eaten or boiled,

but roasted whole...” (Exo-
dus 12:9).
Companion

DOWN.

to #51

See ANSWERS, page 23
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parishioner survey as well as
prayerful listening sessions in
several locations in the diocese.

The short survey, conduct-
ed by the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate
(CARA) can be taken online in
English or in Spanish at diojeff’
city.org/sacred-mausic.

People who do not wish to
go online will be able to fill out
paper versions of the survey at
church on Jan. 25 and 26.

Listening sessions will be
held:

eSaturday, Feb. 15, from

10:30 am-noon, St. Mary
Church, Shelbina
*Sunday, Feb. 16, from

5:30-7 pm, Our Lady of
Lourdes Church, Columbia

*Tuesday, Feb. 18, from
6:30-8 pm, St. Joseph School,
Westphalia

*Thursday, Feb. 20, from
6:30-8 pm, Kirksville New-
man Center

*Sunday, Feb. 23, from
1-3:30 pm, St. Patrick Chapel,
Sedalia

*Sunday, Feb. 23, from
5:30-7 pm, St. Andrew
Church, Holts Summit

Registration is not required
but highly recommended for
planning purposes. Register
online at diojeffcity.org/sa
cred-music.

Information gathered from
the surveys and listening ses-
sions will help the diocesan
Liturgical Commission formu-
late a draft of an updated offi-
cial decree on sacred music in
the diocese.

The Diocesan  Pastoral
Council (DPC), the Presby-
teral Council and the bish-
op’s cabinet, with input from
priests of the diocese and
members of the diocesan chap-
ter of the National Association
of Pastoral Musicians (NPM),
will help shape the draft into
final form before Bishop McK-
night puts it into effect on
Now. 1.

“This is an exercise in being
a Church in which we listen to
one another and to the Holy
Spirit,” said Helen Osman,
communications consultant to
the diocese.

Bishop McKnight in Oc-
tober of 2024 promulgated a
decree forbidding music by
three composers with credible
allegations of abuse against
them from being sung at Mass;

removing 12 hymns with
theologically problematic
lyrics from songs approved
for Mass; and calling for
people in all parishes in the
diocese to become familiar
with four musical settings
for the parts of the Mass.

The decree, written in
consultation with the Li-
turgical Commission, was
immediately controversial.

In light of comments
he received, the bishop
rescinded the October de-
cree in early November
and issued a second, tem-
porary decree, prohibiting
music by those found cred-
ibly accused by their dioc-
esan bishop (but without
mentioning any names),
and requiring those who
are responsible for the se-
lection of sacred music to
evaluate their music se-
lections using the United
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) document’s
evaluative principles.

That second decree required
the process of synodal consul-
tation that is now getting un-
der way. The decree will auto-
matically expire on Oct. 31 of
this year, and a new permanent
decree is expected by then.

Bishop McKnight said he
found the responses to the ini-
tial decree to be a reflection of
how important sacred music is
for people.

“There are quite a few ways
the bishop could have re-
sponded to that,” Mrs. Osman
noted.

“For instance, he could have
said, “Too bad. I have the au-
thority as bishop, and I have
spoken, and now deal with it,”
she stated. “Or he could have
said, ‘Okay, we’re just not go-
ing to do anything.’

“And he chose perhaps the
most difficult response, which
I think is also the Catholic re-
sponse,” she said. “That is to
say, ‘I have to hold this in ten-
sion. I have the teaching of the
Church that 'm responsible to
implement, and I have the re-
sponse from the people, which
suggests that we need to find a
different way of implementing
this.”

She  emphasized  that
Church teaching cannot and
will not be changed through

this listening process.

“What we are doing is try-
ing to understand better how
people use sacred music to
strengthen their faith, and
how can that be deepened,”
she said.

With listening sessions con-
ducted in an atmosphere of
prayer, respectful silence and
attentive listening, the process
is not about determining what
the majority of people think or
want.

“It’s about, “What does the
Holy Spirit want?”” said Mrs.
Osman.

Listening attentively

“The surveys will tell us a
little bit about people’s under-
standing of sacred music and
how it affects them,” Mrs. Os-
man stated. “And the listening
sessions are intended to help us
share our experiences — some-
thing we can’t do in a survey.”

The listening sessions will
include a short video with in-
formation about the Church’s
teachings regarding sacred mu-
sic, and how sacred music isn’t
created in a vacuum.

“And then we'll be asked
in the listening sessions to re-
flect on what sacred music has
meant to each of us, and we'll
hear that from one another,”
said Mrs. Osman.

“And then were asking,
“What would you like sacred
music to become?””

The discussions are intend-

ed to go beyond preferences
for certain musical styles, to
the very heart of music as a
means of drawing people clos-
er to Christ.

“I believe that through
this process, people’s hearts
and souls will be touched and
transformed by the Holy Spirit
to be a better Church,” said Fr.
Merz. “And that, in the longer
term, will be good for the sa-
cred music of the Church.”

Creativity and oversight

Fr. Merz, who is also pas-
tor of St. Thomas More New-
man Center Parish and Sacred
Heart Parish in Columbia,
noted that there’s been “a beau-
tiful explosion of creativity” in
the Church since the Second
Vatican Council in the 1960s.

“The problem is, there
hasn’t been as much oversight,”
he said. “With that, you saw all
kinds of music emerge for the
liturgy — some really good,
some less so.”

Church law says each bish-
op is responsible for overseeing
the music that’s sung at litur-
gies in his diocese.

To help bishops carry out
that responsibility, the USC-
CB Committee on Doctrine in
2020 released a document ti-
tled “Hymnody in the Service
of the Church.”

In that document, the com-
mittee put forth specific cri-
teria for determining whether

a piece of music is appro-
priate for use in Catholic
worship.

Fr. Merz noted that ac-
cording to Church teach-
ing, the best liturgical
music “is the music that
clothes the sacred words.”

Specifically,  “Instruc-
tion on Sacred Music”
(“Tra  le  Sollecitudini”)
states: “Sacred music ...
contributes to the deco-
rum and the splendor of
the ecclesiastical ceremo-
nies, and since its princi-
pal office is to clothe with
suitable melody the litur-
gical text proposed for the
understanding of the faith-
ful, its proper aim is to add
greater efficacy to the text,
in order that through it the
faithful may be the more
easily moved to devotion
and better disposed for the
reception of the fruits of

grace belonging to the celebra-
tion of the most holy myster-
ies,” (no. 1).

“So whether that’s Scripture
or the prayers of the Church,
including the ‘Our Father,” the
best music adorns those words
and makes them come to life
in a different way,” said Fr.
Merz. “And when we're talking
about the word of God, or the
Word who IS God, that’s pret-
ty powerful to make that word
come alive in our lives.”

Becoming transparent

One of the desired out-
comes of the listening process
is a stronger presence through-
out the diocese of the diocesan
chapter of the NPM.

The organization gives peo-
ple who lead and accompany
music at Mass the opportunity
to learn more about their craft
and their ministry while net-
working with each other.

“We try to provide what’s
needed from smallest parish
with volunteer musicians to
the big parishes with paid di-
rectors, we try to help each
other with what we need,” said
Laura Forbis St. Clair, direc-
tor of the local NPM chapter.
“Whether paid or not, they
need to be able to network and
ask questions and have the re-
sources they need to do their
ministry well.”

See CONSULTATION, page 27
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THINGS TO DO

Need more info about an event or want to see more events?
Visit the diocesan EVENT CALENDAR at diojeffcity.org/events.

Want your event listed?

Fill out the ONLINE FORM at diojeffcity.org/event-listing.

Fundraisers &
Social Events

Jan. 24
Westphalia, K of C pre-Lenten
fish fry, 4-7 pm

Jan. 25
Fulton, K of C Ladies Auxiliary
annual candlelight lasagna
dinner, 6-8 pm, St. Peter Parish
mulfipurpose building

Feb. 2

Argyle, Argyle & Koelfztown
Volunteer Fire Department
annual breakfast, 7:30-11 am,
Argyle K of C Hall; Jefferson
City, K of C Council 12992
breakfast to benefit the Spe-
cial Learning Center, 8 am-
noon, Cana Hall, Cathedral of
St. Joseph

Feb. 7
Westphalia, K of C pre-Lenten
fish fry, 4-7 pm

Feb. 9
Starkenburg, Church of the

Risen Savior Parish men’s or-
ganization breakfast, 7-11 am,
Valentine Hall; Westphalia,
Westphalia Lions Club break-
fast, 7-11 am, Lions Den

Feb. 22
Sedalia, St. Vincent de Paul
Parish annual ham & bean
dinner, 11 am-6 pm, St. Patrick
Chapel basement

Meetings &
Conferences

Every Tuesday
Jefferson  City, Divorced
Catholics group, 6:30-8 pm,
Immaculate Conception Par-
ish’s Emmaus Room

Every Wednesday & Saturday
Jefferson City, 12-Step Meet-
ings, 7-8 pm, Immaculate
Conception Parish’s Emmaus
Room

Jan. 25
Westphalia, Planning Music
for Lent & Triduum, organized

by the Jefferson City Chapter
of NPM, 9-11 am, St. Joseph
Church, to RSVP email Jeffer
sonCityMO@npm.org

Feb. 6
Boonville, Mid-Missouri Ultreya
for Cursillo, 6:15-8 pm, Ss. Peter
& Paul Parish

Feb. 6, 13, 20 & 27
Jefferson City, “Seasons of
Hope,” grief support group
meeting, 6:15 pm, St. Peter
Parish

Faith Formation &
Spiritual Renewal

Every Tuesday
Jefferson City, “Tuesday With
Faith,” small group discussions,
6:30-8 pm, Immaculate Con-
ception Parish’'s Pleus Hall, for
info, call 573-645-2478 or email
jimkemna@gmail.com

Every Friday
Jefferson  City, Centering
Prayer Group, 2-3 pm, Em-
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maus Room, Immaculate
Conception Parish

Jan. 31
Loose Creek, "“Women of
God: Uniquely Gifted, Unique-
ly Called,” evening of music &
reflection, 5:45 pm, Communi-
ty Center

Jan. 31-Feb. 2
Conception, MO, Encoun-
tering Christ silent refreat for
women, for info visit concep
tionabbey.org/guests/up
coming-retreats

Feb. 1
Hannibal, "“Women of God:
Uniquely Gifted, Uniquely

Called,” morning of music &
reflection, 9 am, Holy Family
Parish Center

Feb. 2
Columbia, "Women of God:
Uniquely Gifted, Uniquely

Called,” afternoon of music &
reflection, 1:30 pm, Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish Hall

Feb. 3
Columbia, Monthly CoMo
Charismatic Prayer gather-
ing, 7-8:30 pm, Korean Mar-
tyrs Room, St. Thomas More
Newman Center Parish; Rol-
la, "Women of God: Uniquely
Gifted, Uniquely Called,” eve-

January 24, 2025

ning of music & reflection, 5:30
pm, St. Patrick Parish Center

Feb.5

Columbia, Faith, Fun, Fellow-
ship Nite (F3 Nites), discussions
for all ages about the Catho-
lic faith, 6:30-8 pm, Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish’s Flanagan
Hall, forinfo or to RSVP visit tiny
url.com/ymw7m3ae

Feb. 15-16
Jefferson City, Marriage En-
counter Weekend, Best West-
ern Plus Capital Inn, for info or
to register visit jeffcityme.com

Feb. 21-23

St. Louis, "Caught up in God'’s
Love: Listening to the call,”
discernment refreat for single
women, ages 18-45, with the
School Sisters of Nofre Dame,
for info or to register visit ssnd.
org/events/retreat225/

Youth &
Young Adults

First Wednesdays each month
Jefferson City, Rooted/Con-
nected/Searching in Com-
munity young adult group, 5-8
pm, Immaculate Conception
Parish’s Pleus Hall, for info visit
icangels.com/youngadults

FR. EKKA

From page 11

just as airports in India acquired escalators and auto-
matic doors.

One thing he continued to miss about home were
the elaborate decorations and celebrations, especially
at Mass.

Looking ahead

Fr. Ekka noted that in recent years, the Jefferson
City diocese has done a good job of helping mission-
ary priests from other countries acclimate themselves
to life in this country.

“Still, it may take some time for new missionary
priests to get adjusted to the situations here, the food
here, culture, language and especially the accent of
American English,” he said.

For missionary priests coming to serve in this
diocese, Fr. Ekka recommends a healthy dose of
open-mindedness.

“Be ready to accept the cultural differences you
face here,” he advised. “Otherwise, it will be very dif-
ficult for you.”

Having visited home several times, he said the
Jashpur diocese hasn't changed very much in the 14
years he’s been here.

“It’s basically the same bishop of the same diocese,”
he said. “Except that with help from the Mission
Office (of the Jefferson City diocese), we have been
able to build a few churches here and there and some
schools.”

Fr. Ekka said he’s grateful to Bishop Emeritus John

R. Gaydos, who led the Jefferson City diocese from
1997-2018, and Bishop W. Shawn McKnight for al-
lowing him to minister to the people here and grow
with them in relationship with God.

He’s also thankful for all the people who helped
him minister and develop relationships between this
diocese and his own.

He noted that several priestly classmates in his
home diocese have passed away.

Therefore, he asked for prayers for continued
health and longevity, “so that I may continue to serve
God and his people for a long time to come.”

He said people who plan to travel to India are wel-
come to visit him and his diocese.

He can be reached by email: alexekka@hotmail.com.

Decades after closure, Florida Catholic high school reopens

By Tom Tracy
OSV News
Key West, Florida

Alot has changed in the low-
er Florida Keys since the 1980s,
when declining enrollment led
to the closure of the Catholic
high school in the oldest and
southernmost parish of the
Archdiocese of Miami.

But a surge in local eco-
nomic development, tourism
jobs and a renewed demand for
private and Catholic education
in Monroe County culminated

Dec. 13 in the dedication Mass
and grand opening of a refur-
bished Basilica High School
building and facility at the
Basilica of St. Mary Star of the
Sea Parish and School in Key
West.

The new facility will allow
for full enrollment in 2025 of
all four grades under the lead-
ership of principal and presi-
dent Robert Wright and will
serve as an answered prayer for
local parents who had few op-
tions for private education in

Monroe County.

The nearest Catholic high
school was located in Mi-
ami-Dade County, meaning
some families left the Key West
area in search of a Catholic
education for their children,
while others settled for public
education.

“For the past 40 years, we
have only served students
through eighth grade, and
families had no choice but to
enroll in the public school sys-
tem for high school,” Angela

Wallace, spokesperson for the
school, told the Florida Catho-
lic, the news outlet of the Arch-
diocese of Miami.

“However, there has been a
significant thirst and demand
to reestablish a Catholic high
school. Thanks to our incred-
ible community, we began that
very endeavor two and a half
years ago with a pilot program
for ninth grade only,” she said.

Last school year, the basil-
ica school added 10th grade

students to its current stu-

dent body serving grades nine
through 11, “and we look for-
ward to welcoming a senior
class next fall,” Wallace added.

The new high school build-
ing was renovated into a
three-story classroom building
complete with a state-of-the-
art chemistry lab, seven class-
rooms, a library and multiple
flex-use spaces.

Classes at Basilica High
School will begin using the
new building at the start of the
spring semester.
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Deaths

Clara “Belle” Fennessey, 94 —
grandmother of Rev. Brad T.
Berhorst, and parishioner  of

Immaculate Conception Parish in
Jefferson City — on Jan. 14. Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated on
Jan. 20 with Fr. Berhorst presiding.
Burial was in Visitation Cemetery in
Vienna.

Argyle, St. Aloysius — Marvin Wieberg

4 P rager for Peace

January 24, 2025

Columbia, Our Lady of Lourdes —
Patrick Feehan

Jefferson City, Cathedral of St. Joseph
— Laurentia Wenzel

Lake Ozark, Our Lady of the Lake —
Edward Evers; Cindy Hutzler; John
H. Riley

Taos, St. Francis Xavier — Cynthia Forck

Wardsville, St. Stanislaus — David Lee
Reed

Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace: where there is hatred, let me
sow love; where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness,
light; where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born

to eternal life. Amen.

In Sedalia: Sacred Heart’s Darrin Hartman
leads the choir to sing as one

By Chris Howell

Darrin Hartman is the choir direc-
tor at Sacred Heart School and has
lived in Sedalia his whole life.

His appreciation for music began
early in life and, fostered by his par-
ents, Hartman has made it the focus of
his career.

“I started taking lessons when I was
about five,” Hartman said. “I received
a piano as a gift from my parents for
Christmas, a little toy piano, and it all
begin there.”

Hartman has now been working at
Sacred Heart for 13 years and his mu-
sical influence affects every student at
the Catholic school.

“I teach liturgical music, I teach
music appreciation, junior high choir
and then music K-12,” Hartman said.
“So some general music courses in
there, too. We're fortunate to have the
Barbara Lamy Cooney Piano Lab, and
we do some work in there, too.”

Choral students quickly learn to
sing together under Hartman’s instruc-
tion hone their skills and before long
are “harmonizing together.”

“We kind of start out singing two
parts and then eventually we get into
three and four parts,” Hartman said.
“We have we have a really good num-
ber this year of about 40 high school
students in the choir program. We re-
ally start in junior high with adding
harmony, to the choral parts; it’s some-
thing were continually working on.

Darrin Hartman is the choir director at
Sacred Heart School in Sedalia and has
lived in Sedalia since birth. He has been
working at Sacred Heart for 13 years,
and his musical influence affects every
student at the Catholic school.
— Photo courtesy of Chris Howell
of the Sedalia Democrat newspaper

Students who start off in choir typically
stay with it through their senior year,
so they seem to enjoy it.”

With Sacred Heart being a private

PEOPLE
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up a rickety ladder and methodically re-
roofed it to his standards.

“Greg,” he said proudly, “this roof
will last 50 years.” He wanted my wife
and me to live in the house. To pass on
his property would have been a dream
fulfilled. T would always nod noncom-
mittally, having taken his daughter and
his four grandchildren to the other side
of the country.

I am thankful that Joe did not live to
see what happened on January 7, 2025,
for it would have broken his heart for
sure.

The breezes vanished, replaced by
snarling Santa Ana winds blowing west-
ward from the desert. Somewhere a
spark metastasized into a flame, and a
flame into an inferno. Like marauders
galloping out of the foothills, the flames
swept down on the community that
liked to call itself a village, as if its bou-
tique shops and restaurants somehow
protected it from a harsher world.

Not just Joe’s house was reduced to
ash, but every house around it for miles.

The high school his children attended,

Catholic school, Hartman’s students
are encouraged to explore their spiritu-
al voices while singing liturgical music.

“We get to sing some contemporary
Christian songs. We have something
called XLT adoration where students
solo once a month in the Sacred Heart
Chapel during class and for other stu-
dents to hear,” Hartman said. “It’s re-
warding to see some elementary stu-
dents hear high school students sing
and see the high school students share
their faith through the gift of music.”

Hartman was named Sacred Heart
Teacher of the Year for 2019 and is a
favorite among students for his good
nature and musical genius.

Besides singing in practice and
weekly at Mass, Hartman makes sure
the choir gets out and sings for the
public.

Those lucky enough to hear Hart-
man and his Sacred Heart students
perform are be treated to wonderful
singing from dedicated students and
their talented teacher.

“It’s very rewarding to see the stu-
dent’s potential here,” Hartman said.
“Just very rewarding. To me, Sacred
Heart is just the best place. I just love
working with the students and seeing
them express and grow in their faith
through the love of music.”

This article was originally published
in the Dec. 3, 2024, edition of the Seda-
lia Democrat and is republished here
with permission.

the church where I married his eldest
daughter, the hardware store he bought
supplies at.

Gone in a day were the fruit trees he
planted in the front yard, the canyon full
of wild anise and chaparral his grand-
children would excitedly explore when
they came to visit, the weathered basket-
ball hoop, the basil, the lemon-scented
Eucalyptus leaves.

No one was killed at that house that
terrible day, although my brother-in-law
stayed as long as possible watering that
roof meant to last 50 years. Yet I find
myself weeping at the loss, weeping at
the remorseless erasure of a community,
of a man’s dream, of a place filled with
wonderful human beings who had no
idea what would one day befall it.

We have our memories, my wife
said. We do indeed. That must suffice, I
know. But it does not.

Greg Erlandson is an award-winning
Catholic publisher, editor and journalist
whose column appears monthly ar OSV
News. Follow him on X @GregErlandson.

QUESTION

From page 8

“raises the stakes” for what might oth-
erwise be a more academic discussion.
While the doctrine of Mary’s perpetual
virginity has many layers of deep theolog-
ical meaning, the possibility of imitating
her life of perfect virginity can present
a very concrete vocational challenge to
many of today’s Christians, just as it did
to the Christians of the Church’s early
centuries. This could be one reason why
the doctrine of Mary’s perpetual virgini-
ty might be a more emotionally charged
topic for some non-Catholic Christians.

Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds a li-
centiate in canon law, is a consecrated vir-
gin and a canonist whose column appears
weekly at OSV News. Send your questions
to CatholicQA@osv.com.

Crossword
puzzle answers
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. . . Holy R School in M City re-
Praying in Monroe City for the unborn contly held a Pro-Lie Mass, marking a

special moment for the eighth-graders
who have been praying for their adopt-
ed babies since the start of the school
year. By the end of the year, each stu-
dent will have prayed for their child
for nine months, symbolizing the full
duration of pregnancy. Each student
selects a name for their adopted baby
and hopes to meet them in heaven one
day. They pray a special prayer by Arch-
bishop Fulton Sheen: “Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph, | love you very much. | beg you
to spare the life of the unborn baby
that | have spiritually adopted, who is
in danger of abortion. Amen.” In ad-
dition to their prayers, the students
also participated in the US Conference
of Catholic Bishops’ Nine Days for Life
Novena. — Photo by Nancy Shively

Getting into the spirit “Ringing” in the New Year in Glasgow

Fourth- through eighth-graders at Fr. McCartan Memorial School in
Marceline engage in the fun of caroling after walking uptown the
week before Christmas.

— Photo from the Fr. McCartan Memorial School Facebook page

Students of the Little Saints Preschool at St. Mary School in Glasgow enjoy “ringing” in the New Year
on their first day back from Christmas Break. — Photo from the St. Mary School Facebook page

Playing
in the snow
in Macon

Students of Immaculate Con-
ception School in Macon play in
the snow in 50-degree weather
onJan. 17.
— Photos from the Immaculate
Conception School Facebook page
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Bible Accent

Jesus was with a member of his family when he performed
his first of many miracles.

In John 2:1, we read that there was a wedding in Cana.
Jesus’ mother was there, and he and his followers also were
invited.

During the festivities, the wine began to run out.

Jesus” mother went up to him.

“They have no wine,” she told him.

Jesus looked at her.

“Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has
not yet come,” he said.

His mother went to find the servers.

“Do whatever he tells you,” she instructed them.

At the wedding feast, there were six stone water jars for Jew-
ish ceremonial washings. Each jar could hold 20 to 30 gallons
of water.

“Fill the jars with water,” Jesus told the servers.

After the servers filled the jars to the brim, he told them to
draw some out and take it to the headwaiter.

The headwaiter tasted the liquid the servers brought him
and was pleased, because Jesus had turned the water into wine.

The headwaiter called the bridegroom.

“Everyone serves good wine first, and then when people
have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have kept the good
wine until now,” he said.

Jesus performed this miracle as the beginning of his signs
in Cana in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his apostles
began to believe in him.

St. Sigfrid

St. Sigfrid was born in
10th-century England and
was believed to be a priest
of Glastonbury or York. He
became a bishop and was
prominent among the En-
glish evangelizers of Scan-
dinavia. He built a church
at Vaxjo in southern Swe-
den and established sees
in East and West Goth-
land. He converted and
baptized King Olaf of Swe-
den in 1008, and he also
preached in Denmark. Sig-
frid died around 1045, and
we remember him on Feb.
15.

January 24, 2025
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Jesus said that all who do God’s will

are his family

By Jennifer Ficcaglia
Catholic Courier

One day, Jesus was in the
synagogue.

The Pharisees were watch-
ing him closely to see if he
would cure on the Sabbath
so they could accuse him of
wrongdoing.

That day, there was a man in
the synagogue. He had a with-
ered hand.

“Come up here before us,”
Jesus told the man.

“Is it lawful,” Jesus asked
as he looked around him, “to
do good on the Sabbath rath-
er than to do evil, to save life
rather than to destroy it?”

The Pharisees were silent.

Jesus was angry and sad
at the same time because the
Pharisees’ hearts were hard-
ened.

“Stretch out your hand,” he
told the man.

The man’s hand was imme-
diately restored.

The Pharisees left and plot-
ted with others to kill Jesus.

Afterward, Jesus and his
followers withdrew toward the
sea.
A large number of people
had followed him from Galilee
and Judea.

When word spread that he
was curing people, many oth-
ers came from Jerusalem and
Idumea, from beyond the Jor-
dan, and from the neighbor-
hood of Tyre and Sidon.

Whenever unclean spirits
saw him, they would fall down
before him and shout, “You are

the Son of God.”

Unscramble the letters in each word and arrange them to form a quotation

from the children’s story.

tansa uto ohw stana

vedri acn

Jesus sternly warned them
not to make him known.

He then went up a moun-
tain and chose 12 of his follow-
ers to be his apostles.

He sent them out to preach
and gave them the authority to
drive out demons.

After he chose his apostles,
Jesus went home.

The crowd was so large that
it was impossible for him and
his friends to even eat.

Some of Jesus
came looking for him.

“He is out of his mind,”
they said.

“He is possessed by Beelze-
bul,” the scribes from Jerusa-
lem chimed in. “By the prince
of demons he drives out de-
mons.”

“How can Satan drive out
Satan? Jesus replied. “If a king-

relatives

dom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand.
... And if Satan has risen up
against himself and is divided,
he cannot stand; that is the end
of him.”

Jesus” mother and brothers
arrived at the house and asked
for him.

“Who are my mother and
my brothers?” he said while
looking at those around
him.

“Here are my mother and
my brothers. For whoever does
the will of God is my brother
and sister and mother.”

Read more about it...
Mark 3
1. How many apostles did
Jesus choose?
2. Who came looking for Je-
sus at his home?

surebe  Awaydse|g

What sin did Jesus
call unforgivable?
(Hint: Mark 3:28-29)
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Catholic education of our

youth is essential to the

Planned Giving

LEAVING A LEGACY
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foundation of your parish.
Please consider making a

provision in your will for your
local parish school.

Have you already remembered your
parish or school in your estate plans?
Please let us know!
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‘The Rosary in a Year’ podcast:
‘Poco a poco’ to the Lord

By Gina Christian
OSV News

“The Rosary in a Year”
chart-topping podcast is a
step-by-step journey to a deep-
er relationship with the Lord,
its host told OSV News.

“You don’t have to become
a desert monk tomorrow, but
can you take the next best step
towards slowing down, culti-
vating your interior life and ex-
periencing the peace that only
Christ can give,” said Father
Mark-Mary Ames, a member
of the Franciscan Friars of the
Renewal and director of both
the religious congregation’s
communications and priestly
studies.

Launched this month, Fr.
Ames’s “Rosary in a Year” pod-
cast from Ascension focuses on
what he calls “the fundamen-
tals of the prayer” — specifi-
cally, “knowing the one who
is the source and end of our
prayer.”

The podcast, which is struc-
tured in six phases, begins by
“taking the time to know that
as you are praying, your lov-
ing Father is looking upon
you with love and listening at-
tentively,” said Fr. Ames, who
lives at a New York friary in the

Bronx.

Designed for both begin-
ners and regular Rosary devo-
tees, the podcast seeks to lay a
foundation for a lasting habit
of prayer, while enabling par-
ticipants to enter more fully
into meditating on the lives of
Jesus and Mary.

The pace is ‘poco a poco,”
said Fr. Ames, citing the Ital-
ian phrase for “little by little”
— which was also the title of a
music album released by fellow
friar Brother Isaiah, a project
for which Fr. Ames was execu-
tive producer.

“The Poco a Poco Podcast” is
also the name of another CFR
podcast Fr. Ames regularly co-
hosts.

The priest took a similar ap-
proach in his 2021 book Hab-

CASTROP PLASTERING CO. INC.

PLASTERING - DRYWALL
ACOUSTICAL TILE
STUCCO & THIN WALL

4915 Hwy. 50 West, Jefferson City (573) 893-4111

PLASTERING

BUILDING DEMOLITION?

'1

Contact Us
1-800-769-5798
www.arsi-mo.com

INCORPORATED

ZARS
v

Asbestos Inspection
and Abatement

Serving clients throughout the Diocese of Jefferson City since 1985\
with asbestos, lead, mold, and environmental services.

its for Holiness: Small Steps for
Making Big Spiritual Progress,
also available from Ascension,
a Catholic publisher based in
West Chester, Pennsylvania.

“It’s a bit of the slogan I've
taken upon my media evange-
lization, and it’s consistent with
the Franciscan-pilgrimage spir-
ituality,” Fr. Ames explained.
“Take the next good step.”

That message has gained
traction among podcast listen-
ers. On the Apple U.S. podcast
charts, “Rosary in a Year” held
the overall No. 1 spot from Jan.
1-3 and again from Jan. 8-10, a
total of six days, besting come-
dian Joe Rogan’s long-running
No. 1 hit show.

As of Jan. 14, the podcast
— which debuted at No. 1 on
Apple’s U.S. religion and spir-
ituality chart and remains in
that position — is still in the
overall top five.

The podcasts immediate
success mirrors that of two
predecessor podcasts from As-
cension hosted by Minnesota
priest Father Mike Schmitz:
“The Bible in a Year” which
launched Jan. 1, 2021, and

" On air
Mustard Seed
Sunday Scripture readings
and reflections
Sundays, 10:06 am, KWIX-
AM 1230, Moberly
Sundays, 8 am, KRLL-AM
1420, California

~\

EWTN and other
Catholic programming
Covenant Radio Network
broadcasts
KHJR 88.1 FM, Jefferson City
KBKC 90.1 FM, Moberly
KEFL 91.5 FM, Kirksville
94.7 FM, Columbia
103.3 FM, Fulton

\K216GM 91.1 FM, Ca nton)
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Movie Ratings

&

General
Patronage

Mufasa: The Lion King (PG)

(PG-13)

2

Moana 2 (PG)
Adults and

Adolescents Wicked (PG)

The Lord of the Rings: The War of the Rohirrim
Mary (not rated)

Sonic the Hedgehog 3 (PG)

Adults

Bonhoeffer: Pastor. Spy. Assassin. (PG-13)
A Complete Unknown (R)

Better Man (R)
Gladiator Il (R)
Wolf Man (R)
Limited Adult
Audience

&

Nosferatu (R)

Y2K (R)

Morally
Offensive

Den of Thieves 2: Pantera (R)
Kraven the Hunter (R)

One of Them Days (R)

Ratings are supplied by OSV News Service.

“The Catechism in a Year,”
which launched Jan. 1, 2023.
Both quickly rose to No. 1
on the Apple U.S. charts. “The
Bible in a Year” is currently
No. 2 in Apple’s U.S. religion
and spirituality chart, right be-
hind “The Rosary in a Year.”
“People are hungry for sub-
stantial, well-ordered, spiritual

formation,” said Father Ames.
“I pray that “The Rosary in a
Year’s popularity is in large
part because it is the Lord’s re-
sponse to the deep longing of
so many of the faithful: Lord,
teach us how to pray.”

Gina Christian is a multime-

dia reporter for OSV News.

Father in heaven,

of the Gospel.

glory will shine eternally.

throughout the earth.

Amen

JUBILEE YEAR
OF HOPE 2025

May the faith you have given us in your son, Jesus
Christ, our brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the blessed hope for
the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the
whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a new heaven and
a new earth, when, with the powers of Evil vanquished, your

May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a
yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever.
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Winter in New Orleans

People walk outside St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans during an unusual snowstorm Jan. 21, 2025.
A rare frigid storm charged through Texas and the northern Gulf Coast, blanketing New Orleans and
Houston with snow, closing highways, grounding nearly all flights and canceling school for millions of
students more used to hurricane dismissals than snow days.

CONSULTATION

From page 21

All of this matters because
“music ministry can direct-
ly affect a person’s faith and
prayer life,” she said.

Sacred music is very pow-
erful because it “touches your
heart and your soul and it
tickles your brain,” she stated.

Good music draws people
more deeply into worship,
summoning forth the “full,
active, conscious participa-
tion of the assembly,” she said,
echoing the fathers of the Sec-
ond Vatican Council.

Bad music, on the other
hand, distracts people from
that purpose.

“That’s why we rehearse so
much,” said Mrs. St. Clair.
“You can't just do it on the
spot and do it well. You have
to prepare musically, you have
to prepare prayerfully.”

She said that ideally, music
ministry is transparent.

“If you do it well, the peo-
ple don't even realize it,” she
stated. “It just flows seamless-
ly, no matter the instrumenta-
tion.”

She pointed out that new
music is always being com-
posed and published, “so, we
also have to look through the
lens of the Church documents
at any new music that comes
out to see if it’s suitable.”

She cited “Sing to the Lord:
Music in Divine Worship,” a
document the USCCB re-
leased in 2007, which refers to
three judgements — each to
be taken into account equally

— OSV News photo/courtesy Anne Breaud

— in evaluating sacred music:
liturgical, pastoral and musi-
cal judgement.

“Namely, is it appropriate
for that part of the Liturgy? Is
it musically sound, can people
sing it? And pastorally, does it
work?” she said.

She emphasized that music
ministry is not performance.

“It’s sung prayer,” she said.
“And if you do it right, you
don’t have to worry, because
everyone is singing with you,
and no one is looking at you.”

Fostering communion

Fr. Merz has been reading
about recent discoveries of
neuroplasticity in the brain,
and how music can stimulate
the brain to heal parts of itself
that are damaged.

A large section of a book
on the subject focuses on the
effect of music.

“Music in special ways
wakes up and fires up the neu-
rons in special places and gets
the brain to quiet itself, and a
person instantly starts sleep-
ing better, speaking better, the
pain goes away — amazing
stuff,” he said.

This is scientific validation
to the Church’s teaching in
the General Instruction on the
Roman Missal that “music is at
the top of all the arts in terms
of leading us closer to God
and inspiring us.”

“The importance of mu-
sic is known from the an-
cient world and philosophy

to modern neuroscience, and
certainly the theology of the
Church,” he stated.

Is always fascinated Fr.
Merz that for the last two Sun-
days of Advent, the Preface
before the Eucharistic Prayer
says of Jesus that “John the
Baptist sang of his coming.”

“Prophets — their prophe-
sies were so important because
they were pointing to Christ,
and music lifts them up,”
the priest stated. “It’s like: ‘I
need to convey this important
word, so I'm going to sing it,
to give it more importance.”

Fr. Merz pointed out that
the verb “to sing” in Hebrew
is mentioned more than 300
times in the Bible.

And St. Augustine wrote
that, “Singing is for one who
loves,” the priest said. “Au-
gustine also tells us, ‘He who
sings prays twice.””

Mrs. Osman predicted that
if this Sacred Music Consulta-
tion serves its purpose, parish-
es throughout the diocese will
settle on somewhat of a shared
musical repertoire, “where you
can walk into any church in the
diocese and be able to partici-
pate in the singing — whether
that’s the Mass settings or oth-
er songs that we share.

“And more people will be
aware of how important mu-
sic in the Liturgy is, and more
care and intentionality will be
made in the songs we are sing-
ing,” she said.

Fr. Merz is confident that
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Sunday, Jan 26
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDI-

NARY TIME
Neh. 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10
Ps. 19:8-10, 15
1 Cor. 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27
Lk. 1:1-4; 4:14-21

Monday, Jan 27

St. Angela Merici, virgin
Heb. 9:15, 24-28

Ps. 98:1-6

Mk. 3:22-30

Tuesday, Jan 28

St. Thomas Aquinas, priest and
doctor of the Church

Heb. 10:1-10

Ps. 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10-11

Mk. 3:31-35

Wednesday, Jan 29
Heb. 10:11-18

Ps. 110:1-4
Mk. 4:1-20

Thursday, Jan 30
Heb. 10:19-25

Ps. 24:1-4ab, 5-6
Mk. 4:21-25

Friday, Jan 31

St. John Bosco, priest
Heb. 10:32-39

Ps. 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40
Mk. 4:26-34

Saturday, Feb 1
Heb. 11:1-2, 8-19
(Ps.) Lk. 1:69-75
Mk. 4:35-41

Daily Readings

The Holy Father’s prayer intentions for January:
Let us pray that the Holy Spirit helps us recognize the gift of different
charisms within the Christian community, and to discover the richness of
different ritual traditions in the heart of the Catholic Church.

Sponsored by

Expert Care Close to Home

Sunday, Feb 2
THE PRESENTATION

THE LORD
Mal. 3:1-4
Ps. 24:7-10
Heb. 2:14-18
Lk. 2:22-40 or 2:22-32

Monday, Feb 3
St. Blaise, bishop and martyr; St.

Ansgar, bishop
Heb. 11:32-40
Ps. 31:20-24
Mk. 5:1-20

OF

Tuesday, Feb 4
Heb. 12:1-4

Ps. 22:26b-28, 30-32
Mk. 5:21-43

Wednesday, Feb

St. Agatha, virgin and martyr
Heb. 12:4-7, 11-15

Ps. 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a
Mk. 6:1-6

Thursday, Feb 6
St. Paul Miki and Companions,

martyrs
Heb. 12:18-19, 21-24
Ps. 48:2-4, 9-11
Mk. 6:7-13

Friday, Feb 7
Heb. 13:1-8

Ps. 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc
Mk. 6:14-29

Saturday, Feb 8
St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine

Bakhita, virgin
Heb. 13:15-17, 20-21
DPs. 23:1-6
Mk. 6:30-34

A
SSMHeolch.

St. Mary’s Hospital
JEFFERSON CITY

the Sacred Music Consulta-
tion will serve a deep and holy
purpose, possibly in ways yet
unforeseen.

“Whether there will be
some new brilliant insights
about music that will solve the
controversies, I don’t know,”
he said. “The Holy Spirit tends
to work in a deeper way than
that. He works in a way that
says, ‘Let’s foster communion
and healing on a communal

and individual level here, and
that will lead to something
bigger.’

“The Holy Spirit says, ‘T'm
more concerned with healing
hearts and bringing them into
deeper communion,” and that
transforms the world,” said Fr.
Merz.

“And I think our bishop is
convinced that that is what
will transform our sacred lit-

»

urgy.
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Calm after the storm

A peaceful dusk settles on St. Raphael Church in Indian Grove, fol-

lowing a heavy snowstorm on Jan. 4-5.

— Photo by Stacy Fox

Diocese of
Jefferson City

Church of the Risen Savior Parish

&m&ﬁa&t T-tawm
Menu includes: pancakes, blueberry

February 9

pancakes, sausage, ham, biscuits & gravy,
hashbrowns, scrambled eggs, baked apples,
coffee, orange juice, water

ADULTS $12 — KIDS 5-11 5 (4 & UNDER FREE)

Valentine Hall - 197 Hwy. P
STARKENBURG
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Toledo bishop: Jubilee Year gives new hope
for ending, healing from abortion

By Gina Christian
OSV News

As the nations Catholics
prepared to commemorate un-
born children in prayer, a U.S.
bishop pointed to the Jubilee
Year as a time of hope for heal-
ing from the wounds of abor-
tion.

On Jan. 22, the Catholic
Church in the U.S. marked
the annual Day of Prayer for
the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children.

Since 2013, the U.S. Catho-
lic bishops have also invited the
faithful to join in the 9 Days for
Life novena ahead of the day of
prayer, with the goal of ending
abortion. The novena begins
Jan. 16.

The date of the Day of Prayer
for the Legal Protection of Un-
born Children’s annual obser-
vance recalls the 1973 U.S. Su-
preme Court decisions in Roe v.
Wade and Doe v. Bolton, which
legalized abortion nationwide.

Those rulings were over-
turned by the Supreme Court’s
2022 decision in Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women's Health Organiza-
tion, which returned the issue
of abortion from the federal to
the state level.

In the wake of Dobbs, over-
all U.S. abortion rates appear
to have increased slightly, with
medication-induced abor-
tions representing the majority
(63%), according to the Gut-
tmacher Institute. The same
organization also noted that as
of 2022, the annual global total
for abortions was approximate-
ly 73 million.

The General Instruction of
the Roman Missal describes the
Jan. 22 day of prayer as a time

to pray “for the full restoration
of the legal guarantee of the
right to life” and to undertake
“penance for violations to the
dignity of the human person
committed through acts of
abortion.”

That aim takes on an even
deeper meaning as the universal
Catholic Church celebrates the
2025 Jubilee Year, the theme of
which is “Pilgrims of Hope,”
said Bishop Daniel E. Thomas
of Toledo, Ohio, chairman of
the U.S. Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops' (USCCB) Com-
mittee on Pro-Life Activities.

“As we prayerfully continue
the essential work of restoring
full legal protection of all pre-
born children and supporting
parents facing difficult preg-
nancies, we also recognize our
need for asking forgiveness and
healing from the Lord for when
we have given in to the culture
of death,” said Bishop Thomas
in a statement released by the
USCCB Jan. 13.

The Catholic Church teach-
es that “human life must be
respected and protected ab-
solutely from the moment of
conception,” and that abor-
tion “willed as either an end or
means is gravely contrary to the
moral law.”

Bishop Thomas said those
who have been involved in
abortion — which “inflicts
deep and lasting wounds on
society” and “more directly on
individuals and families” —
should recall that “no sin is
beyond” the Lord’s “unfathom-
able mercy.”

“Jesus greatly desires our re-
pentant hearts and invites us
into an encounter with Him,”

said Bishop Thomas in his
statement. “For Catholics, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation is
always available for those seek-
ing God’s forgiveness, hope,
and peace.”

He noted that many who
have been involved in abortion
— some of whom have been
“pressured or coerced” into
ending the lives of their unborn
children — experience an “of-
ten-silent grief” and “despair
of being worthy of the love and
forgiveness of God and others.”

“To the parents of children
who have died by abortion, I
am deeply sorry for your loss,”
said Bishop Thomas in his state-
ment. “Know that our Lord
loves you as His daughters and
sons no matter your actions.”

The Jubilee Year offers a
fresh opportunity to trust in
God’s mercy and to be healed
in hope, said the bishop.

“As we celebrate this Jubilee
Year as Pilgrims of Hope, Pope
Francis invites us to experience
God’s love ‘that awakens in
hearts the sure hope of salvation
in Christ’,” he said, quoting
“Spes Non Confundit” (“Hope
Does Not Disappoint”), the pa-
pal bull issued by Pope Francis
in May 2024 announcing the
2025 Jubilee Year.

“Hope allows those who
have been involved in abortion
to turn to God and repent, con-
fident that He will forgive and
make them whole,” said Bishop
Thomas.

“This January 22 and be-
yond, we need to be reassured
that Jesus Himself, who is the
source of our hope, was first
wounded for our offenses, and
suffered for every sin of ours,
including abortion,” he said.

“Please join me in praying that
God will fill the hearts of moth-
ers and fathers suffering the
emotional and psychological
wounds from abortion with the
hope of forgiveness that only
He can give.”

Bishop Thomas also invit-
ed those suffering from the
wounds to abortion to “seek

ARGYLE/KOELTZTOWN VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT'S ANNUAL

PANCAKE, SAUSAGE
& EGG BREAKFAST

Sunday, February 2 —7:30-11 am

Bishop McAuliffe Knights of Columbus Council #12992

Breakfast

Sun., February 2 — 8 am-noon
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Cana Hall
Jefferson City

Dine-in and Carry-outs available

Serving regular & chocolate chip YR % support from the Church’s
pancakes, regular & western style @ Argyle K of C Hall compassionate and confidential
scrambled eggs, sausage, fruit S = S ministries,” including the na-

cocktail, milk, OJ & coffee

>
$10 Adults ~ $5 Ages 6-11 @
$30 max for immediate family ™ ———|C

Pnoceeds te Genefit Special Leanning Centen

tional Project Rachel Ministry,

diocesan healing ministries and

| $ 6 parish supports.

Proceeds go toward

maintenance of all $12

fire equipment. Per Adult

Gina Christian is a multime-

Kids under 12 dia reporter for OSV News.
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