Meaghers make

beautiful music together

Andrew Meagher, music di-
rector for the Cathedral of St.
Joseph, and his wife Kathy fol-
lowed God and music to each
other and then to this diocese.
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Abp.-designate McKnight returning to Kansas

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, left, greets Archbishop-Designate W. Shawn McKnight at a press conference April 8 announcing
Bishop McKnight’s appointment as archbishop of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas.
— Photo by Todd Habiger, courtesy of The Leaven, newspaper of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas

“Spirit and Truth” — decree, instruction issued
for ongoing discernment on music in the liturgy

By Jay Nies

Ongoing discernment for the use of music in sacred lit-
urgies will move to the parish level under an updated decree
issued by Archbishop-designate W. Shawn McKnight.

He signed and promulgated the decree, along with an ac-
companying 2,500-word document, “Spirit and Truth: In-
struction regarding the use of music in the liturgy,” on April 5.

“The shape and quality of our liturgical celebrations
should reflect the mission of the Church herself: to bring
glad tidings to the poor and to heal the broken-hearted,” stat-
ed Archbishop-designate McKnight, who will be installed as
archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas on May 27.

The timeline given in the decree allows parishes to begin
and complete the local portion of the Sacred Music Con-

sultation process by the end of the current liturgical year, in
keeping with the original timeframe for the diocesan-wide
process.

The instructional document’s title, “Spirit and Truth,” re-
fers to a prediction Jesus made to the Woman at the Well in
John 4:23: “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when
true worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth;
and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him.”

The decree and instructional document are focused on
various factors that make such worship possible.

Namely: drawing on the fullness of sacred music’s power to
teach, evangelize and draw people into closer communion with

See SACRED MUSIC, page 17

To be installed as archbishop
of Kansas City in his home state May 27

Successor yet to be named
for Jefferson City

See “Frequently Asked Questions,”
Page 8

By Jay Nies

Archbishop-designate  'W. Shawn
McKnight harbored a combination of
sadness and joy in the weeks following
Pope Francis’s invitation for him to be
the next archbishop of Kansas City in
Kansas.

He will move back to his home state
and take up his new role on May 27,
while the Jefferson City diocese awaits
the announcement of his successor.

“You know, I hate — I HATE — to
say goodbye,” he stated during an April
8 press conference in Kansas City, Kan-
sas. “But I do love to say hello.”

The archbishop-designate has been
serving this diocese as bishop since 2018.

As news of his new assignment was
published by the Vatican on April 8,
Archbishop-designate McKnight shared a
statement of gratitude to the people here.

“You welcomed me as your bishop
over seven years ago, and together we
have grown in faith and service to the
Lord,” he stated.

“You have been my first flock as a
bishop, and that bond will always hold
a special place in my heart,” he said.

He offered thanks for the people’s
trust, prayers and dedication to living
the Gospel in their communities here.

“As I prepare to answer this new call,
please know of my abiding affection
and prayers for you all,” he stated.

“I am confident that God’s provi-
dence will continue to guide and bless

See ARCHBISHOP, page 16
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NEW ADDRESS

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

NEW PARISH

OLD PARISH

04/18/25

The Catholic Missourian

April 18, 2025

Vatican Astronomer to give
Perry Lecture at CMU in Fayette

DATE:
TIME:

April 21
7-8pm

on Monday, April 21, Cen-
tral Methodist University in
Fayette will welcome to cam-
pus Jesuit Brother Guy J. Con-
solmagno, director of the Vati-
can Observatory and president
of the Vatican Observatory
Foundation, to give the 2025

Motion picture on millennial saint

“Carlo Acutis: Roadmap to
Reality,” a 90-minute motion
picture about Blessed Carlo
Acutis, who on April 27 will
become the first member of the
Millennial Generation to be
declared a saint, will be shown
in several local movie theaters

from April 27 to May 1.

The film explores the life
and legacy of the soon-to-be
Saint Carlo Acutis and how he
navigated the modern world.
It tackles urgent technolo-
gy-related questions, examin-
ing how the virtual landscape

Pray for deceased priests

Apr. 21 — Fr. Raymond W. Rau, St. Anthony, Rosati (1978)

Apr. 22 — Fr. William P. Kottenstette, Chaplain, Kirksville
Newman Center (2015)

Apr. 25 — Fr. Jerome F. Bestgen, St. Anthony, Rosati (1986);
Fr. John . Vandenberghe, service outside the diocese
(1986)

Apr. 27 — Fr. Richard C. Hunkins, director of pilgrimages;
Columbia Nursing Home Ministry (2000)

Apr. 28 — Fr. Richard C. Reichling, Holy Guardian Angels,
Brinktown (1970)

Fifth Grade Teacher Needed - Westphalia

St. Joseph School in Westphalia, Mo.,
is looking for a fifth grade teacher for the
coming school year. Teachers must have the
ability to create a positive classroom envi-
ronment as well as plan and implement
engaging lessons. Good communication
skills and the ability to communicate with
colleagues and parents are expected. Appli-
cants should hold the appropriate Missouri

teaching certification or its equivalent. If you are looking to
join a positive educational team and make a difference in
the lives of students, search no further and apply. All inter-
ested persons should complete the application at tinyurl.
com/diojeffcity and contact the Principal, Jeremy Horvath,
jhorvath@stjosephwestphalia.org.

Development Coordinator, Catholic Charities

Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri is
looking to fill the position of Development Coordinator.
The Development Coordinator ensures Catholic Charities’
long-term sustainability by generating revenue and building
relationships with donors, volunteers, parishes and the
community. By integrating donor relations, volunteerism
and parish engagement, the Coordinator creates a cohesive
strategy that maximizes support and resources, advancing
Catholic Charities’ mission. All interested applicants are

encouraged to visit tinyurl.
(‘l— Catholic Charities
of Central and Northern Missouri

com/diojeffcity for the
full job description and to

complete an application.

threatens people’s fundamen-
tal understanding of what it
means to be human.

The film also tracks the
journey of a group of high
school students who embark
on a two-week pilgrimage from
North Dakota to Italy to visit
Blessed Carlos tomb. A re-
quirement for their pilgrimage:
disengage from technology and
leave their phones at home.

For information, visit: fath
omentertainment.com/releas
es/carlo-acutis.

"CHRIST  SPEAKS: My
stren%ﬂn s gone. I canno longer
bear the cross alone. And so, the
le-gionnaires make Siton give e
aid. This Simon us ke you, my
other self. Give me your strength
Each time you (it some buAen
from anothers back, you (it as
with your very hand the Crosss aw-
ful weight that crushes me.

— Fifth Station, “Simon Helps Jesus”
from “Everyones Wag

of the Cross, by Clarence Enzler
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Perry Lecture on Faith and
Science.

Brother Guy will present his
lecture, titled “Genesis, Cre-
ation, and the Vatican Obser-
vatory,” at 7 p.m. in the Inman
Lecture Hall (Stedman 200),
411 Central Methodist Square.

The public is invited.

Known as “The Pope’s As-
tronomer,” Brother Guy focus-
es his research on asteroids and
meteorites. His address will
reflect on how faith in a Cre-
ator gives humanity the cour-
age to study creation, and how
understanding creation gives
us an intimate familiarity with
that Creator.

Brother Guy was born in
1952 in Detroit. He has a
master’s degree in Earth and
Planetary Sciences from the
Massachusetts  Institute  of

He then served as an as-
sistant professor of physics at
Lafayette College in Easton,
Pennsylvania, where he taught
until his entry into the Jesuit
order in 1989.

He took vows as a Jesuit
brother in 1991, and studied
philosophy and theology at
Loyola University Chicago and
physics at the University of
Chicago before his assignment
to the Vatican Observatory in
1993.

He has served in numer-
ous other teaching positions
and on influential boards, has
written books on astronomy
and wrote or helped write four
books exploring issues of faith
and science. Since 2004, he
has written a monthly column
on astronomy for the British

Catholic periodical, 7he Tabler.

Matrimonial Tribunal Judge Needed

Technology and a doctorate
in Planetary Science from the
University of Arizona. From
1978-80, he was a postdoctoral
fellow and lecturer at the Har-
vard College Observatory and
from 1980-1983 continued as
postdoc and lecturer at MIT.

He served for two years in
the U.S. Peace Corps, teach-
ing physics and astronomy in
Kenya.

Paraprofessional position opening

Mary Immaculate School in Kirksville, Mo.,

a Catholic elementary school serving pre-k

through 8th grade, is accepting applications for

a paraprofessional. This position is a nine-month position

for the 2025-2026 school year. The successful candidate is

a practicing Catholic in good standing who can minister to

students regardless of subject area, or a teacher who, consistent

with the mission of the school, promotes and teaches the

Catholic faith as reasonably determined by the principal. All

interested persons should complete the application at tinyurl.

com/diojeffcity and contact the Principal, James Hendler, at
james.hendler@miparishschool.org.

Chancery Closing

The chancery offic-
es in the Alphonse J.
Schwartze  Memorial
will
be closed on Good Fri-
day, April 18, and on
Easter Monday, April
21.

Catholic Center

The Chancery Office of the Diocese of Jefferson City
4 is seeking a canonist to serve full-time as Judge,
7] K4 working cooperatively with the Matrimonial
Tribunal staff at the direction of the Judicial

\\/ Vicar. As assigned by the Director of Canonical
Services, he/she also advises on canonical matters

and prepares drafts of decrees and other canonical
documents, as needed. The qualified candidate should
have a licentiate in Canon Law and a minimum of 5 years
experience in a Matrimonial Tribunal. The candidate must
be a Catholic in good standing and adhere to the doctrine
and moral teaching of the Church, especially with respect
to marriage, and have a strong grasp of procedural Canon
Law and knowledge of Rotal jurisprudence. Bilingual in
Spanish is preferred. Contact Cheryl Hertfelder, Executive
Director of Human Resources at 573-635-9127 or email
at hrdir@diojeffcity.org. Applications are also accepted

on Indeed.com.




The Catholic Missourian

April 18, 2025

Official Decree
of Appointments

The Most Reverend W, Shawn
McKnight, Bishop of Jefferson
City, hereby makes the following
appointments to provide the most
effective pastoral care of the Dio-

cese of Jefferson City:

PRIESTS
Reverend Monsignor Greg-
ory L. Higley, VE from Pastor
of St. Patrick Parish, Rolla, and
Parochial Administrator of Im-
maculate Conception Parish, St.

James, and St. Anthony Parish,
Rosati to Pastor of Our Lady of
the Lake Parish, Lake Ozark, ef-
fective July 1, 2025.

Reverend Monsignor Mar-
ion J. Makarewicz, from res-
idence at St. Stephen DParish,
Indian Creek to residence at St.
Joseph Parish, Pilot Grove, ef-
fective July 1, 2025, continuing
with assistance to the pastor as

able.

Archbishop-designate

Hal Dulle Radio Show, KWOS Radio Station 950
AM/104.5 FM; Easter Vigil Mass, 8:30 pm, Cathedral

Easter Sunday Mass, Cathedral of St. Joseph, 10 am,

Easter Tuesday Mass, 5:30 pm, St. Benedict Abbey,
Atchion, KS; Dinner with students at Benedictine

Fr. Tolton Regional Catholic High School senior retreat
Mass, 1:40 pm, Cathedral of St. Joseph, Jefferson City

Knights of Columbus State Convention Mass, 4:30

Confirmation Mass, St. Thomas More Newman
Center Parish and Sacred Heart Parish, 2:30 pm, St.

Pontifical College Josephinum Annual Good Shepherd

Pontifical College Josephinum Seminary Mass, St.
Turibius Chapel, 7 am; Board of Trustees Meeting,

newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas, 1:30 pm,
Chancery; Confirmation Ceremony, St. Peter Parish,

Diocesan 8th Grade Mass, Cathedral of St. Joseph,
10 am; Diocesan Finance Council Meeting, 11 am,
Chancery; Dinner Meeting of Priests’ Personnel
Board, College of Consultors and Very Reverend

Helias Catholic High School walk through, 11 am; Annual

Diocesan Youth Council Meeting, noon, Cathedral of
St. Joseph Parish Office; Consecration of Altar, 5:30

Confirmation Mass, St. Andrew Parish, Tipton and
Annunciation Parish, California, 2 pm, St. Andrew

e 4
McKnight’s
Calendar
APRIL
Apr 19
of St. Joseph, Jefferson City
Apr 20
Jefferson City
Apr 21-23 Meetings in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas
Apr 22
College following Mass
Apr 23
Apr 26
pm, Columbia
Apr 27
Thomas More Newman Center, Columbia
Apr 28
Dinner, 6 pm, Columbus, OH
Apr 29
8:30 am, Columbus, OH
Apr 30 Interview with The Leaven,
6:30 pm, Jefferson City
MAY
May 1
Deans, 5 pm, Bishop’s Residence, Jefferson City
May 2
St. John Society Dinner, Bishop’s Residence, 5:30 pm
May 3
pm, St. Andrew Church, Tipton
May 4
Church, Tipton
May 5-16 Jubilee Pilgrimage to Italy

Very Reverend Jason T.
Doke, STL, VE from Pastor of
St. Martin Parish, St. Martins
and St. Michael Parish, Rus-
sellville to Pastor of St. Patrick
Parish, Rolla, Immaculate Con-
ception Parish, St. James, and St.
Anthony Parish, Rosati, effec-
tive July 1, 2025, continuing as
Chair of the Diocesan Building

Commission.

Very Reverend P. Gregory
Oligschlaeger, VE from Pastor
of Holy Rosary Parish, Monroe
City and St. Stephen Parish, In-
dian Creek to Pastor of Ss. Peter
& Paul Parish, Boonville and
St. Joseph Parish, Pilot Grove,
effective July 1, 2025, continu-
ing as Spiritual Director of the
English Cursillo Secretariat.

Reverend César A. Anica-
ma, from providing Mass cov-
erage with residence at St. Peter
Parish, Marshall to Parochial
Administrator of St. Mary Par-
ish, Milan and the Mission of
St. Mary, Unionville, effective
May 16, 2025.

Reverend Gregory J. Clev-
er, from Associate Pastor of St.
Vincent de Paul Parish, Pettis
County, to an immersion expe-
rience in Costa Rica for Hispan-
ic ministry, effective from May
23 until June 30, 2025; and
thereafter to Associate Pastor of
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish and
Hispanic ministry in Columbia,
effective July 1, 2025.

Reverend Christopher A.
Hoffmann, from Associate
Pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, Columbia to Parochial
Administrator of Holy Rosary
Parish, Monroe City and St
Stephen Parish, Indian Creek,
effective July 1, 2025.

Reverend Walter Kispot-
ta, from Temporary Parochial
Administrator of St. Cornelius
Parish, Crocker and St. Theresa
Parish, Dixon, to hospital and
nursing home ministry in Jeffer-
son City and Mass coverage as
assigned by the Vicar for Priests,
with residence at the Cathedral
rectory, effective July 1, 2025.

Reverend Martin  Masii-

sa, from providing Mass cov-
erage with residence at St
Thomas the Apostle Parish, St.
Thomas to Associate Pastor of
St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Pet-
tis County, and providing Mass
coverage as assigned by the Vic-
ar for Priests, effective May 16,
2025.

Reverend Anthony N. Onye-
ihe, from Parochial Administra-
tor of Holy Cross Parish, Cuba,
St. Michael Parish, Steelville, and
St. Francis Caracciolo Parish,
Bourbon to Parochial Admin-
istrator of St. Cornelius Parish,
Crocker, and St. Theresa Parish,
Dixon, effective July 1, 2025.

Reverend  Nicholas  ].
Reid, returning from service for
the Archdiocese for the Military
Services to Pastor of St. Martin
Parish, St. Martins and St. Mi-
chael Parish, Russellville, effec-
tive July 1, 2025.

Reverend Greivin E Rodri-

guez Agiiero, from Parochial
Administrator of St. Mary Par-
ish, Milan and the Mission of
St. Mary, Unionville to Associ-
ate Pastor of St. Vincent de Paul
Parish, Pettis County, effective
May 16, 2025.

Reverend Mark S. Smith,
J.C.L., from Pastor of Ss. Peter
& Paul Parish, Boonville and
St. Joseph Parish, Pilot Grove
to Pastor of Holy Cross Parish,
Cuba, St. Michael Parish, Steel-
ville, and St. Francis Caracciolo
Parish, Bourbon, effective July
1, 2025, continuing as Tribunal
Judge.

DEACONS

Deacon Chad R. Lewis,
from Holy Cross Parish, Cuba,
St. Michael Parish, Steelville,
and St. Francis Caracciolo Par-
ish, Bourbon to diaconal min-
istry at St. Robert Bellarmine
Parish, St. Robert and St. Jude
Parish, Richland, effective June
1, 2025.

Given at the Chancery in Jefferson City on the 3rd day of April
in the Jubilee Year of Our Lord 2025.

Most Reverend W. Shawn McKnight, S.T.D.

Bishop of Jefferson City

Mr. Benjamin Roodhouse, JD, JCL

Chancellor

Bishop McKnight’s
April prayer
intention for our
Local Church

For all who have
suffered abuse,

that they may
experience healing
and restoration. That
we may be ever-
vigilant in protecting
the vulnerable and
ensuring our parishes
remain places of safety,
love, and respect. We
pray to the Lord.

Please be so kind as to make this a part of your group and private prayer.

Intencion del mes

de abril del Obispo
McKnight por nuestra
Iglesia Local

Por todos los que han
sufrido abuso, para

que experimenten
sanacion y restauracion.
Que estemos siempre
vigilantes en la proteccién
de los vulnerables y en
asegurar que nuestras
parroquias permanezcan
como lugares seguros,
de amor y respeto.
Roguemos al Sefior.

CASTROP PLASTERING CO. INC.

PLASTERING - DRYWALL
ACOUSTICAL TILE
STUCCO & THIN WALL

4915 Hwy. 50 West, Jefferson City (573) 893-4111

PLASTERING
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Jubilee of Hope passports enhance Holy Year pilgrimages in diocese

By Jay Nies

Just as the Three Wise Men
traversed afar, gave homage
to the newborn King and re-
turned home different for
having encountered him, the
faithful of the Jefferson City
diocese are being encouraged
to make spiritual pilgrimages
for the Jubilee Year of Hope.

The diocese recently released
a “Jubilee Passport” for people
making a sacred journey to any
of the five designated Jubilee
pilgrimage destinations in the
diocese.

The destinations include:

ethe Cathedral of St. Joseph
in Jefferson City (See City
Deanery)

ethe Shrine of St. Patrick in
St. Patrick (North Deanery)

*Historical St. Peter Church
in Brush Creek (Central Dean-
ery)

ethe National Shrine of
Mary, Mother of the Church,
in Laurie (Southwest Dean-
ery); and

ethe Shrine of Our
Lady of Sorrows in
Starkenburg (Southeast
Deanery).

Each destination will
be the site of designat-
ed pilgrimage events
during the Jubilee Year.

The colorful and informa-
tive passport is available at
each of these locations and for
download and printout at the
diocese’s Jubilee 2025 page at

diojeffcity.orgljubilee-year.

e passport includes pho-
tos and information about
each of the pilgrimage destina-
tions, along with a place to add
a sticker from each.

It also contains the Jubilee
Prayer, information about how
to make a good pilgrimage and
ways to obtain a plenary indul-
gence from making a Jubilee
pilgrimage.

Scanning the QR codes in
the passport leads to more in-
formation about each pilgrim-
age location, as well as other
Jubilee resources on the dioc-
esan website.

People can also upload pho-
tos from their pilgrimage to
the diocesan website, adding
to the collective experience of
the Jubilee.

Maureen Quinn, diocesan
director of religious education
and youth/young adult minis-
try, said the Jubilee Passport is
a physical reminder of the spir-

itual encounter that takes place
during a pilgrimage.

“I think there’s something
really powerful about taking
something home, especially
for young people and fami-

lies,” she said. “It helps
them to be engaged at a
higher level.”

She likened the ef-
fect to the beautiful
artwork in churches.

“They remind us of
what is unseen in our
faith,” she stated. “You
can’t necessarily see an
experience, but you
can see this passport
with this sticker that
reminds you of where
you went, in the foot-
steps of countless pil-
grims before you.”

Mrs. Quinn believes
pilgrimages are a great
way for families to
bond while encounter-
ing Christ in new ways
during the Jubilee Year.

“I envision families packing
a picnic or hunting down a lo-
cal restaurant and seeing parts
of our diocese that they may
have never seen before,” she

said.

All Catholics in the the di-
ocese are bound by their con-
nection to one Church, under
the local leadership of one
bishop.

Easy.

help you get started.
(573) 636-3838

We Make
Funeral
Pre-Planning

Give us a call, and we can

Funerals | Cremation | Pre-Planning

“As such, were all like ex-
tended family to one another,”
Mrs. Quinn stated. “So, it may
be like having some distant rel-
atives that we don’t get to see
very often, and some of them

we may not feel as connected
to.

“Then,” she continued, “we
go to our family reunion, and
we're reminded of how they fit
into the big picture, almost like
pieces of the family quilt, and
we find that there is something
to treasure out there.”

She marveled at the diversity
of history, architectural styles
and surroundings that each of
the pilgrimage sites possesses.

“You have the Brush Creek
church, which stands where
Venerable Fr. Tolton was bap-
tized, and it’s so old and sim-
ple, while the shrine in Laurie
is very big and elaborate and
modern,” she said.

“And you have the shrine

in Starkenburg, which
has miracles associat-
ed with it and a histo-
ry thats so rich, and
our newly renovated
Cathedral, which is a
symbol of the unity we
all share as Catholics of
this diocese.

“And at each of
them, the minute you
arrive, you know you're
on sacred ground,”
Mrs.  Quinn stated.
“And that is a beautiful
gift.”

She encouraged
families, youth groups,
parish  organizations
and even entire parish-
es to organize pilgrim-
ages to one ore more of

these sites — and maybe not
just the one thats closest or
most convenient.

“Who knows?” she said.
“We could be walking in the
paths of saints who went there

before us. And how
great would it be for
those who come after
us to be able to say
they walked in our
footsteps — perhaps in
the path of even more
saints?”

Avyear of favor

Worldwide Jubilee celebra-
tions in the Church, in mod-
ern times held usually every 25
years, hearken back to the early
history of God’s chosen people.

In keeping with the Law of
Moses, the Israelites of antiq-
uity celebrated a jubilee year
every 50 years.

They let their fields lie fal-
low for a year, having saved up
enough to eat during the pre-
vious year.

They celebrated a year of
thanksgiving, renewal, liber-
ation of captives and freedom

from debt.

See PASSPORT, page 23

Supplying ice for parish picnics, weddings
and any occasion you might have.

Call us today!

HILKE'S
ICE

Freeburg, Mo.

573-744-5500
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Jubilee of Hope permeates Abp.-designate McKnight’s
last Chrism Mass in this diocese

LEFT: Archbishop-designate W. Shawn McKnight mixes fragrant
balsam with the Oil of Sacred Chrism while consecrating it for sac-
ramental use, during this year’s Chrism Mass April 15 in the Ca-
thedral of St. Joseph. RIGHT: Archbishop-designate McKnight and
the priests of the diocese renew the promises they made at their
ordination, during this year’s Chrism Mass. — Photos by Annie Williams

By Jay Nies

The hopeful witness of doz-
ens of priests and hundreds of
lay faithful ascended from the
altar, the ambo, the pews, the
organ and the bishop’s chair in
the Cathedral of St. Joseph.

“We are a people of hope!”
Archbishop-designate W.
Shawn McKnight proclaimed,
his voice rising with grateful
anticipation.

A week after the announce-
ment that hed been appoint-
ed to lead the Archdiocese of
Kansas City in his home state
of Kansas, Archbishop-des-
ignate  McKnight celebrated
one more annual Chrism Mass
with the priests and people of
this diocese.

It was the afternoon of April
15, the Tuesday of Holy Week.

He and the priests blessed
the oils and consecrated the Sa-
cred Chrism that will be used
to administer the Sacraments
in every parish in this diocese
in the upcoming year.

Gathered around the sun-
light-saturated altar, they also
renewed the promises they
made at their Ordination.

“This Mass of the Holy
Chrism, with the renewal of
priestly promises, recapitulates
the death, resurrection, ascen-
sion, gift of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost and the birth of the
Church, all at once,” the arch-
bishop-designate stated.

An ample delegation of
faithful pilgrims from all five
deaneries attended the Mass,
with many others watching the
livestream video.

The  archbishop-designate
framed the message of his
homily with the Church-wide
celebration of the Jubilee Year
of Hope.

“We are charged with be-
ing bearers of hope in a world
often hardened by confusion,
discouragement or even de-
spair,” he reminded the priests.
“The hope we bear to people
burdened by sin and weighed
down by the demands of life,
especially hectic family life, is
the hope of the Resurrection
and our future incorporation
into the mystery of the eternal
heavenly banquet.”

Sacred Chrism, named for
Christ, is used in Baptism, as
well as Confirmation, the ordi-
nation of priests and bishops,
and the dedication of churches
and altars.

Archbishop-designate
McKnight noted that if his
successor is appointed within
the next year and has not al-
ready been ordained a bishop,
Sacred Chrism consecrated at
this Chrism Mass would like-
ly be used in the ordination of
that new bishop.

“During the rite of Ordi-
nation of a Bishop, following
the laying on of hands and the
prayer of consecration, the Sa-
cred Chrism is poured onto the
head of the newly ordained,
symbolizing his unique anoint-
ing with the fullness of Priest-
hood,” the archbishop-desig-
nate noted.

“Whether it be the ordination
and installation of a new bishop
of Jefferson City, or a simple in-

stallation, it will be a great day
of rejoicing and celebration in a
very special Jubilee Year of Pil-
grims of Hope!” he said.

He pointed out that he will
use Sacred Chrism next month
to dedicate the altars of St. An-
drew Church in Tipton and
Holy Rosary Church in Mon-
roe City, which are being ren-
ovated.

“These, too, shall be joyful
days within the Year of Jubi-
lee,” he stated.

So also will be the Easter
Vigil, when adults who have
been preparing for Baptism
throughout the diocese will
receive a sacred anointing and
have the stain of original sin
washed away.

“I pray that our celebra-
tions of the Easter Tridu-
um may foster a healing in
our parishes and commu-
nities, and bring about a
greater communion in our
Church,” said Archbish-
op-designate McKnight.

0il of gladness

The  archbishop-designate
talked about how Catholics are
assisted by anointing with the
sacred oils, which both sym-
bolize and facilitate the interi-
or anointing received from the
Holy Spirit.

“Jesus is the Christ, the
Messiah, the Anointed One,
who was priest, prophet and
king,” the preacher stated. “His
disciples call themselves Chris-
tians to affirm this belief and

share in his mission.”

The Oil of Catechumens
is used for infants during the
baptismal ceremony, and for
the anointing of the elect
during the Order of Christian
Initiation of Adults (OCIA) as
they prepare to be baptized.

It designates all members
of the Church as learners
and gives them a protecting
strength against evil.

“It is a good reminder to us
priests, too, that our prima-
ry duty is to teach the faith,”
said Archbishop-designate
McKnight. “There can be no
celebration of the Sacraments
without first proclaiming the

More photos from
this event will be
posted in The Catholic
Missourian’s online

edition, cathmo.
com. Select “Photo
Galleries” from the
“Multimedia” tab on
the menu bar.

Word.”

The Oil of the Sick — the
most regularly used of the holy
oils — is for administering the
Sacrament of Anointing of the
Sick.

“We ask the Holy Spirit to
strengthen and heal those who
shall be anointed in order to
mend their bodies, refresh their
spirits, restore their broken rela-
tionship with God, and to heal

our fractured humanity,” the

archbishop-designate stated.

Their spiritual healing, in-
cluding the forgiveness of sins,
is the primary aim of the sacra-
ment. This oil, therefore, rep-
resents all that the priests and
people do to manifest God’s
kingdom in works of charity
and mercy.

“When we provide a place
for those suffering from addic-
tions to gather for support and
healing, we are proclaiming the
Kingdom of God,” said Arch-
bishop-designate McKnight.

“Whenever we tend to those
who grieve and mourn over the
death of a loved one, and of-
fer the Church’s Funeral Rites,
we are evangelizing people
about the reality of Christs
death,” he stated.

“In short, our acts of
charity and mercy are con-
crete expressions of our
hope in the Resurrection. In
times of sadness, the oil of
gladness lifts up our spirits.”

He encouraged everyone
to build a stronger culture
of hope and mutual respect,
“so that we may deal more ef-
fectively with the challenge of
a declining number of active
priests, the pressures on fam-
ilies, and the challenges our
young adults face.”

Ad multos annos
Everyone present also hon-
ored this year’s priestly jubilar-
ians:

See CHRISM MASS, page 27
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Service to God through music drew Cathedral music director
and his wife to each other, to this diocese

By Jay Nies

There was a baby who en-
joyed “singing” with the choir
each Sunday at Mass.

His name was Andrew,
and some things don’t change
much.

“A lot of people are brought
closer to God by music than
by spoken words,” said An-
drew Meagher, DMA, director
of music for Cathedral of St.
Joseph Parish in Jefferson City.

“It does add something
powerful,” he said.

Dr. Meagher plans the mu-
sic for all parish and diocesan
liturgies in the Cathedral, di-
rects the parish choir and pro-
vides organ and piano accom-
paniment at several Masses
each weekend.

He works with Father Ste-
phen Jones, pastor of the Ca-
thedral parish, and members
of the Diocesan Liturgical
Commission to help leverage
music’s potential to elevate
communal worship and help
people grow in their relation-
ship with Christ.

“What we're ultimately try-
ing to do is bring people closer

to God and help them get to

heaven,” said Dr. Me-
agher.

His wife, Kather-
ine, who holds two
master’s degrees in
vocal music, regularly
serves as cantor and a
section leader for the
choir at Mass.

Dr. Meagher was
selected for this role
about two years ago,
following a national
search prompted by
the retirement of his
predecessor, Thomas
Halpin.

Dr. and Mrs.
Meagher moved to
Columbia from the
Archdiocese of De-
troit and became
members of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish.

They’re both convinced that
God brought them together
and led them to this commu-
nity.

“Any time you take a job,
you pray about it,” Dr. Meagh-
er stated. “I'm convinced that
God steered me away from
other opportunities so that we
would wind up here.”

Dr. Meagher holds a bache-
lor’s degree in piano music and
a master’s degree and a doctor-
ate in organ music.

He has served as an ac-
companist, choir director and
director of music for several
Catholic and Protestant con-
gregations.

The Binghamton, New
York, native played piano with
his parish youth ensemble
when he was in high school.

The first time he helped ac-
company Mass was at his own
Confirmation.

“That was when I started
to realize how much I enjoyed
my Catholic faith and that this
might be something I want to
do for a living,” he said.

“And that I wanted to do it
for God rather than the acco-
lades of other human beings.”

Try, try again

Dr. Meagher’s mother re-
minded him that he would
sing along with the choir at
church when he was little.

Having failed at his fourth-
grade attempt to learn viola,
he took up piano and wound
up excelling with it.

Insurance - Bonds
Employee Benefits - Financial Services

Offices located in Jefferson City and Columbia
800-769-3472
www.winter-dent.com

Andrew and Katherine Meagher stand by the new organ in the Cathedral of St. Jo-
seph in Jefferson City after Sunday afternoon Mass on April 13. Dr. Meagher is direc-
tor of music for Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish. Mrs. Meagher is a trained vocalist.

— Photo by Jay Nies

“That just shows that if
you're not good at one instru-
ment, you should try another,”
he said.

His mother suggested he
take piano lessons using the
Yamaha Method, which places
a heavy emphasis on singing.

“The best way to learn to
read music is to sing,” he said.
“After all, the human voice is
the original instrument that
we used in church.”

He advanced quickly in his
keyboard technique.

He took two years of pri-
vate lessons with a jazz piano
teacher, then switched to clas-
sical piano lessons for all four
years of high school.

“My teacher was also an
organist,” he noted. “I once
heard him give a recital on a
four-manual Moller organ. I
was so amazed by that.”

Dr. Meagher was accepted
into the music school at Ithaca
College in Upstate New York.

“I had this lifelong dream
of being a concert pianist,” he
acknowledged.

His instructor at Ithaca
tempered those aspirations,
noting that only about 1 per-
cent of the people who try
become successful concert pi-
anists.

“It was a foolish pipe dream
of mine,” said Dr. Meagher.

But another dream — this
one actually involving pipes
— was already taking shape.

“I explored some other
things during my sophomore

year,” Dr. Meagher re-
called. “I started tak-
ing organ lessons my
junior year.”

Meanwhile, he and
two other Catholic
piano students took
turns accompanying
Sunday Masses in the
chapel.

He then pursued
and completed a mas-
ter’s degree in organ
music at Bowling
Green State Universi-
ty in Ohio, followed
by a doctorate at the
University of Michi-
gan-Ann Arbor.

Thats where he
and Kathy met.

Singular vision
Mrs. Meagher grew
up near Detroit and joined the
honors choir in grade school.

Her teacher told her she
had a beautiful voice and per-
fect pitch.

She took piano and flute
lessons for a while, then played
viola in the school orchestra
for a year in middle school.

She sang in the choir and
played in the school band.

She did so despite being
severely sight-impaired since
birth.

“Then, in high school, I got
serious about music,” she re-
called.

She joined the school’s
show choir and studied under
a very influential voice teacher.

“Because of her, I decided
that I wanted to pursue mu-
sic,” said Mrs. Meagher.

From there, she went to the
New England Conservatory
of Music in Boston for un-
dergraduate studies in music,
then pursued a master of arts
degree in vocal performance at
New York University in New
York.

Having completed that,
she went to the University of
Michigan to pursue a master’s
degree in music and voice.

The couple crossed paths a
few times and got acquainted
through friends.

In the winter of 2010, Mrs.
Meagher went to hear her fu-
ture husband’s final disserta-
tion organ recital.

See MEAGHER, page 19



The Catholic Missourian April 18, 2025

Keeping high school students connected to their Catholic faith

It used to be understood that incoming college stu-
dents needed to connect with a faith community within
a week of arriving on campus or risk falling away.

Recent studies show that that window of opportuni-
ty has now shrunk to the first 72 hours.

Studies show that nearly 80% of young Catholics
disengage from their faith after high school — not be-
cause they've rejected it, but because they were never in-
tentionally connected to a new faith community.

The Diocese of Jefferson City is partnering with
Newman Connection’s Faith Forward movement to
connect high school seniors to their campus ministry or
military chaplain before they leave home for college or
military service.

“This isnt just about maintaining numbers — it’s
about souls,” said Maureen Quinn, diocesan director
of religious education and youth/young adult ministry.
“We're creating a bridge between our parishes, schools
and college campus ministries that helps our young peo-
ple stay rooted in their faith during a critical time in
their lives.”

Seniors can sign up for Faith Forward using the quick
online form at signupnc.newmanministry.com.

After the student submits the form, Newman Con-
nection will connect each senior to their campus min-
istry using their diverse network of contacts, at no cost
to the student.

The program’s approach is remarkably straightfor-
ward, yet effective. Working with Catholic high schools
and parishes throughout our diocese, Newman Con-
nection helps connect graduating seniors directly to
Catholic campus ministry at their chosen college or mil-
itary base — before they even arrive on campus. Since
2009, the organization has successfully connected more
than 600,000 students across over 800 college campuses
nationwide.

The initiative’s timing couldnt be more crucial. Re-
cent studies by the Center for Applied Research in the
Apostolate (CARA) indicate that young adults often be-
gin distancing themselves from the Church before their
college years, with over 60% reporting they stopped
identifying as Catholic by age 18. However, early con-

nection to campus ministry can help reverse this trend.

Participation in the program is free thanks to New-
man Connection’s donor-supported model. Schools
and parishes simply share graduating seniors’ contact in-
formation and college or military destinations, enabling
campus ministry teams to reach out and welcome stu-
dents from day one.

In addition, Mrs. Quinn encourages parents to help
their college-bound children take a proactive approach
to carrying on their faith.

“When we visit a college with our kids or tech school
or wherever they’re going to go, one of our stops needs
to be where theyre going to worship,” she stated.

“We should be taking our kids there and making in-
troductions and helping them get connected,” she said.

Graduating high school seniors are encouraged to
sign up for Newman Connection by the “Sunday of
Sending” on April 27, the canonization date of Blessed
Carlo Acutis. However, the form can still be submitted
after this date. All are encouraged to continue to pro-
mote this movement as the summer months get closer.

Giving glory to God, affirming human life
at Midwest March for Life, May 1 in J.C.

DATE: May1
TIME: 8 am -2:30 pm
By Jay Nies

A powerful slate of activi-
ties to honor and glorify Jesus
Christ and defend innocent
human life are slated for the
16th annual Midwest March
for Life on Thursday, May 1,
on the grounds of the Missouri
State Capitol in Jefferson City.

Activities are planned from
8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Parishes and schools
throughout the diocese are en-
couraged to attend.

Participants are urged to
wear red.

The event will begin at 8
a.m. with a Prayer Walk in the
Capitol.

Father Anthony Viviano —
pastor of St. Andrew Parish in
Tipton and Annunciation Par-
ish in California, and diocesan

moderator for pro-life activi-
ties — will lead a May Crown-
ing of the Blessed Mother and
the praying of the Rosary and
the Divine Mercy Chaplet at
9 a.m. on the Capitol North
Lawn.

Announcements will be-
gin at 9:45 a.m. on the South
Lawn, followed by a pre-
march Rally, including prayer,
the Pledge of Allegiance, pre-
sentation of Team PL.A.Y.
awards for Pro-Life Champi-
on of the Year and Pro-Life
School of the Year, and rally
speakers.

Presenters will include: Da-
vid Bereit, executive director
of the Life Leadership Confer-
ence; Christina Bennett, a Live
Action correspondent; Missy
Martinez-Stone, president and
CEO of the Center for Client
Safety; Toni McFadden, a pro-

life advocate and author; and

P23 “epic” summer
discernment camp for boys

Boys going into grades 6
through 8 this fall are invited to
attend P23 Discernment Camp
from June 26-28 in Shelbina or
July 9-11 in Camdenton.

Organized by the diocesan
Vocations Office, Camp P23
is an overnight summer camp
for junior high boys, that pulls
from Psalm 23 in looking at
Christ and his priests through
the identity of a shepherd.

Over three days and two
nights at this outdoor-focused
experience, campers join small
groups led by seminarians and
participate in games, prayer
and activities that promote
openness to the priestly voca-
tion.

The cost is $100 per person.

Visit diojeffcity.org/
amp-p23 for information or to
register.

Brandy Meeks, president of the
Vitae Foundation.

An impressive march around
the Capitol, past the Gover-
nor’s Mansion and through the
heart of Jefferson City will be-
gin immediately after the rally.

A grilled hot dog lunch pre-

pared by the Knights of Co-
lumbus St. Peter Parish Coun-
cil in Fulton will be offered at
a reasonable cost from 11:45
a.m. to 1 p.m.

At 1 p.m., Jerry Angelo,
founder, president and CEO of
Vanguard Marriage and Family

Advocates, will lead a Nation-
al Day of Prayer event on the
Capitol South Steps (moprays.
orglevents).

Further information and a
full listing of the agenda for the
day can be found at: midwest
marchforlife.com.
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5 Notice of Delegations
and Appointments

Subsequent to the an-
nouncement of his appoint-
ment as the next Archbishop of
Kansas City in Kansas, Arch-
bishop W. Shawn McKnight
delegated to:

Reverend Monsignor Rob-
ert A. Kurwicki all of the pow-
ers he previously held as Vicar
General, effective immediately
and until the Archbishop’s in-

stallation in his new see.

Reverend Christopher L.
Cordes all of the powers he
previously held as Vicar for
Priests, effective immediately
and until the Archbishop’s in-

stallation in his new see.

Reverend Joseph S. Corel
all of the powers he previously
held as Vicar for Prison Min-
istry, effective immediately and
until the Archbishop’s installa-
tion in his new see.

Reverend Daniel J. Merz
all of the powers he previous-
ly held as Vicar for Permanent
Deacons, effective immediately
and until the Archbishop’s in-

stallation in his new see.

Prior to the announcement
of his appointment as the next
Archbishop of Kansas City in
Kansas, Archbishop W. Shawn
McKnight made the following
appointments:

DEACONS
Deacon Rick Vise, from
diaconal ministry at St. Robert

Bellarmine Parish, St. Robert
and St. Jude Parish, Richland,

to diaconal ministry at Holy
Cross Parish, Cuba, St. Francis
Caracciolo Parish, Bourbon,
and St. Michael Parish, Steel-
ville, effective March 7, 2025.

LAITY

Anne Hackman, to Chair
of the diocesan Stewardship
Council for a term of two
years, effective Feb. 25, 2025.

Ann Gray, to the dioce-
san Stewardship Council for
a term of three years, effective
Jan. 17, 2025.

Leigh Ann Grant, to the
diocesan Stewardship Council
for a term of three years, effec-
tive Jan. 17, 2025.

From the Office of the Chancellor,

Mzt. Benjamin Roodhouse, JD, JCL

Chancellor



QUESTION CORNER

Are there saints who had a difficult
relationship with the Church?

By Jenna Marie Cooper
OSV News

Q: Are there any saints who had a
difficult relationship with the Church?
(New York)

A: The answer to this question would
depend on exactly what you mean by “a
difficult relationship” or even the term
“the Church.” But the short answer is
that yes, there have been many canonized
saints who were treated very badly by Church leaders of their
day, through no fault of their own.

To give just a few examples: St. Joan of Arc was condemned
as a heretic in a clearly biased and politically motivated ecclesi-
astical trial and was subsequently burned at the stake; St. John
of the Cross was imprisoned and regularly beaten by the mem-
bers of his own religious community due to his work for the re-
form of the Carmelite Order; St. Mary MacKillop of Australia
was unjustly excommunicated in retaliation for her reporting
child abuse; and St. Padre Pio was for a time forbidden from
exercising public priestly ministry due to concerns about his
extraordinary mystical gifts, notably his stigmata (i.e., his bear-
ing of the five wounds of Christ on his own body).

And to put things into perspective, we only know about
these and other saints’ stories of “friendly fire” persecution be-
cause they have been formally canonized. Its likely that there
are other holy but less famous Catholics throughout history
— who would be “saints” in the strict technical sense of any
person who is actually in heaven — who endured similar suf-
ferings.

This can be one of the most difficult scenarios for a faith-
ful Catholic to wrap their mind around. Unlike other orga-
nizations, the Church as a visible institution was founded by
Jesus himself and exists to continue his saving mission in the
world until the end of time. We believe that the Church is
holy. Naturally, the darker chapters in the lives of these saints
can prompt the question of how the Church could apparently
hurt her own members.

This is where it becomes important to make some distinc-
tions. “The Church” as the people of God and the spotless
bride of Christ does not hurt people. Rather, sinful human
beings within the Church do. While this can still be a dif-
ficult truth, in some ways it should not be surprising. After
all, during his Passion and death Jesus himself was denied and
abandoned by his own apostles, who would go on to become
the Church’s very first bishops.

Of course, this in no way excuses bad behavior on the part
of bishops, religious superiors or anyone else who represents
the Church in the course of their ministry. We should keep
in mind that the canonized saints who were persecuted by the
Church did not become saints because they were naive to this
reality of fallen human nature or because they cheerfully kept
up a “party line” they knew to be false.

Instead, these men and women were saints because of their
clarity of spiritual insight, which allowed them to know and
love the Church for what it truly is, and because of their cou-
rageous fidelity and patience under trials from those in the
Church who ought to have behaved in a way befitting their
vocation but failed to do so.

Pope Benedict XVI discussed this dynamic in his Gener-
al Audience of Jan. 26, 2011, wherein he reflects on the life
and witness of St. Joan of Arc: “In Jesus Joan contemplated
the whole reality of the Church, the ‘Church triumphant’ of

Heaven, as well as the ‘Church militant’ on earth. According

See QUESTION, page 23
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Frequently asked questions about
this time of transition for the diocese

With the announcement of Archbishop-designate
W, Shawn McKnights new appointment, the Dio-
cese of Jefferson City enters into a time of transition.

Here are answers to some 0f the most commOnly
asked questions about this time:

When is Archbishop-designate McKnight
leaving the Diocese of Jefferson City?

Archbishop-designate McKnight will official-
ly cease governing the Diocese of Jefferson City
when he is installed as Archbishop of Kansas
City in Kansas.

The installation Mass will take place at 11
a.m. on May 27, 2025, at the Church of the
Nativity in Leawood, Kansas. As there is very
limited seating, the installation will be lives-
treamed for all to watch. More details will be
available later.

What happens between now and his instal-
lation in Kansas City, Kansas?

Archbishop-designate McKnight will contin-
ue his role governing the Diocese of Jefferson
City until his installation in the Archdiocese.
During this time, he is expected to govern ac-
cording to the canonical principle of “ede va-
cante, nihil innovetur” — that is, “When the see
is vacant, nothing is to be altered” (cf. Code of
Canon Law, can. 428, 1). This will restrict his
ability to approve major changes or innovations
during this time of transition.

All initiatives, programs, pastoral plans and
decisions already in place are to be carried out
during the interim.

Who will lead the diocese after the instal-
lation?

After the installation in Kansas City on May
27, the See of Jefferson City will be officially va-
cant. The diocesan College of Consultors will
meet to elect a diocesan administrator for the
Diocese of Jefferson City.

The College of Consultors in the Diocese of
Jefferson City is comprised of:

*Very Reverend Brad T. Berhorst, JCL

*Very Reverend Christopher L. Cordes

*Reverend Monsignor David D. Cox

*Very Reverend Jason T. Doke, STL

*Reverend Monsignor Gregory L. Higley

*Reverend Monsignor Robert A. Kurwicki

*Very Reverend P. Gregory Oligschlaeger

*Very Reverend R. William Peckman

Once selected, the diocesan administrator
will serve as the leader of the diocese until a
new bishop of Jefferson City is appointed by the
Holy Father and takes canonical possession of
the diocese.

The diocesan administrator can fully govern
the diocese and make all necessary decisions to
safeguard it while awaiting the appointment of a
new bishop. He is, however, bound by the same
principle: sede vacante, nihil innovetur — When
the see is vacant, nothing is to be altered. This
means that he will be obligated to carry out all
existing diocesan laws and policies, which he
will not be empowered to change.

What happens to the policies that have
been implemented in the Diocese of Jefferson
City?

The departure of a bishop does not nullify his
policies. Clergy, religious, staff and the faithful
are expected to continue to work to fulfill the
requirements that have been put in place in the
diocese.

When will we get a new bishop?

There is no official timeline for the selection
of a new bishop. Once Pope Francis has appoint-
ed a new bishop to lead the Diocese of Jefferson
City, and he has accepted, the announcement
will be published in the daily Vatican Bulletin.

This could happen at any time. However,
in recent similar situations, it has taken several
months for a new bishop to be named.

In the meantime, we encourage all the faith-
ful to pray for Archbishop-designate McKnight,
our diocese and the Archdiocese of Kansas City
in Kansas during this time of transition.

Let us also pray for the Holy Spirit to contin-
ue to guide the Holy Father as he discerns the
next shepherd for our diocese.

Papal preacher: Faith in Resurrection
means not clinging to the past

By Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service
Vatican City

The temptation to cling to
the past — to hold on to what
was, including something sa-
cred — can keep believers
from truly embracing the hope
offered by the Risen Christ,
said the preacher of the papal
household.

The human desire to pre-
serve memories of meaningful
spiritual moments “is beautiful
and even important,” said Ca-
puchin Father Roberto Paso-

lini, the papal preacher. “But
it can also be an illness of the
heart: loving life as it was, in-
stead of seeking the life that
rises again, preventing God
from reopening the boundaries
of our heart and our eyes.”
Offering his final Lenten
meditation to cardinals and
senior officials of the Roman
Curia April 11, Fr. Pasolini
meditated on Jesus words to
Mary Magdalene after the Res-
urrection — “Stop holding on
to me” — describing it as the
last and perhaps most difficult

conversion that Christians are
called to undergo.

Mary Magdalene “is already
turned toward Jesus but does
not recognize him,” he said.
“Only when Jesus calls her by
name does she turn again. It’s
as if there’s a second conversion
— the one we so often struggle
to make.”

This second conversion “is a
movement we cannot accom-
plish by our own strength, but
it happens when God manages

See RESURRECTION, page 13
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VIEWPOINT

Good News brightens Ordinary Time

By Lucia A. Silecchia
Years ago, I read
reports about a
study positing that
the American news
media can be bi-
ased toward report-
ing bad or negative
news. What sad-
dened me was the
reports  assertion
that negative articles are the ones most
sought out by the public as reports of
bad news garner more clicks and public
attention. Could it be that we seek out
bad news more than the good?
I hope not.
As we enter our celebrations of Eas-
ter joy, this is our season of Good News.

Loving sinners, admonishing sin

By Jaymie Stuart Wolfe
OSV News
Matthew, Zac-
cheus, Mary Mag-
dalene, the woman
at the well, the one
caught in adultery,
the sinful woman at
the house of Simon
the Pharisee, tax
collectors, sinners,
and Samaritans: the
list of first-century
undesirables — named and unnamed —
is long. And yet, Jesus of Nazareth was
seen with them all. In fact, Jesus made
a habit of associating with lowlifes. So
much so that sincere and upstanding
Jews could not overlook it.

But when they challenged Christ
openly about it, he challenged them in
return. “Those who are well have no need
of a physician, but those who are sick. I
did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance” (Lk. 5:31-32).
“Today salvation has come to this house”
(Lk. 19:9). “Let him who is without sin
cast the first stone” (Jn. 8:7). “The one to
whom little is forgiven loves little” (Lk.
7:47).

Unlike the other religious teachers of
his time, Jesus did not treat people ac-
cording to their merit. Instead, he sepa-
rated sinners from their sins. That is, after
all, what a savior must do. Separating the
sinner from his sins is, in the basic sense,
the definition of salvation.

Loving sinners is hard. That’s why so
few of us commit ourselves to doing it.
Even more, there are plentiful facsimiles
and alternatives that demand much less
of us. Two-thousand years ago, it was
much easier for people of faith to keep
sinners at a safe distance and tell them-
selves that holiness and virtue required
them to do this. Sinners were the spiri-
tual equivalent of lepers. Anyone who as-
sociated with them was risking contam-

The celebrations of Holy Week and Eas-
ter show nothing more clearly than the
triumph of the Good News over the sor-
rowful, sinful and sad. As I look over the
accounts of these sacred days, good news
unfolds in unlikely places.

A much-mocked woman poured ex-
pensive oil over Christ to anoint Him in
an exuberant display of her love and de-
votion. Two millennia later, her kindness
is retold. Fearless, generous love like this
is good news.

At the Last Supper, Christ washed the
feet of His closest disciples — and met
with their confusion and objections.
When God stoops to serve in this most
humble of ways, He gave us the best ex-
ample of how to serve each other. That is
good news.

ination. But there was also an element
of pride in play. Those who kept the law
were likely to consider themselves superi-
or to those who did not. For these, Jesus’
parable of the Pharisee and the publican
must have been jarring.

But before we shout “Yay, Jesus!,” bask
in the apparent superiority of our enlight-
ened times, and applaud the Nazarene for
putting it to observant people of faith, we
ought to fully consider how Jesus treated
sin. And in that, Christ’s willingness to
offer himself as a sacrifice for sin tells us
everything. Jesus did not ignore the se-
riousness of sin in the slightest. On the
contrary, the Son of God treated sin even
more seriously than the religious leaders
of his day did. He died for it.

I don't think today’s Christians apply
the teachings of Christ any more correct-
ly than the Pharisees did. We are much
more comfortable with sinners but have
also become very comfortable with sin.
We use words like “Do not judge, so
that you may not be judged” (Mt. 7:1)
as a pretext for excusing ourselves and
the people we love from sinful behavior.
Instead of genuinely loving sinners, we
deny or accommodate their sins. That is,
we ignore the seriousness of sin and its
consequences.

A very large number of us are more
than willing to do this when the sin were
ignoring has to do with sexual morality.
Sexual sins aren’t necessarily worse than
other sins. But it seems to me that we
are more willing to overlook — and even
justify — them. That’s a poor substitute
for the saving grace of conversion. When
we minimize sin, we rob the Gospel of
its power.

When I minister to women at the
local jail on Monday evenings, I cannot
reach them unless I remember that I am
not better or more valuable than any
of them. I, too, am a sinner. Under the
“right” (read “wrong”) circumstances, I
would be capable of committing any of

In a more particular way, at that same
gathering, the special life of service in the
priesthood was instituted. This has been,
and remains, a sacred gift for generations
to follow. That is good news too.

At that Last Supper, Christ also said
for the first time, “This is my body.”
“This is my blood.” With those now-fa-
miliar words, Christ established the Eu-
charist — the nourishment to sustain
all of us who were not with Him during
His brief years on earth. The gift of His
real and true presence is, really and truly,
good news.

In the agonizing hours in Gethse-
mane, Christ prayed “Not what I will but
what you will.” This example of trusting
obedience reverberates through the mil-
lennia as the most courageous prayer I

the crimes of which they are accused, and

By Mark Saucier

of our women attended.

around a smile.

through.

sobriety.

the surface.

have to look at anyone.

away and started planning his exit.

embracing him.

mediate.

attribution of its source.
I trust it was both.

REFLECTION

Loosed on earth

We were moving into a building we bought for our ministry to women
looking for redemption, recovery and reentry.
I was working with a man I'd never met, a volunteer from the church most

He had a tough but welcoming look. He had a veteran’s cap, a scruffy beard
and muscular, inked-up arms. When he wasn't talking though, his face rested

I learned about his service time, his motorcycle days, and a tempestuous
relationship with his father that had weathered its way to love and respect.

He told me that he was helping us move into this new center that would
house classrooms and offices because he knew what these women were going

He was lucky — never got caught, never did time like the women, though
in a way he regrets that. He said he may have gotten sober sooner and hurt
fewer people had he been forced to face himself in confinement.

He led a wild life. Hung with a tough crowd. Then he fell in love. She
was an addict, too, but found the courage to get clean. Then, she led him to

As he stumbled his way along, he got into an argument with his running
buddy. In their parting words, his friend threatened to come over and beat him.

“Try it,” he had replied, “and I will kill you.”

This animosity simmered for years. My man admitted that while he swore
off drugs and alcohol, he never addressed the anger and pain that lurked below

After some therapy, he and his wife were looking for a church. A cousin
invited him to his, where, admittedly, the sinners far outnumbered the saints.
They were going to try it but then heard that the former friend went there.
But his wife convinced him to go. They would sit up front where he wouldn’t

At one point, he inadvertently turned around and saw the guy. He looked

But when the service ended, instead of heading for the door, he found
himself going up to his old friend, seeing tears in his eyes, and wordlessly

The healing took later conversations, but the grace of forgiveness was im-

« » . «- . »
Jesus,” he said, “it was a powerful experience.
I didn’t ask whether his “Jesus” was an emphatic of that experience or an

know. Although uttered in the depth of
sorrow, the love for God and for all of us
that is embedded in this prayer is aching-
ly good news.

When St. Peter heard the cock crow
after his third denial of Christ, “he broke
down and wept.” To be capable of feel-
ing such deep sorrow, having the grace
to weep, and ultimately knowing the
forgiveness of a loving God is also good
news.

At the foot of the Cross, Christ’s faith-
ful mother remained with St. John. To
them, Christ said “Behold your son” and
“Behold your mother.” In that gesture,
Christ shared His mother not only with
John but with all of us. Being entrusted

See SILECCHIA, page 23

See STUART WOLFE, page 23
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By Tessa Mclntyre

MaryAnn, unable to work
due to illness, couldn’t afford
the prescription medicine she
needed.

With bills piling up, she
turned to a predatory lender
for a quick loan.

What seemed like a tem-
porary fix quickly became un-
manageable, trapping her in a
cycle of debt while struggling
to recover and cover basic
medical expenses.

Life is full of unexpected
challenges — vehicle emergen-
cies, job loss or the rising cost
of living.

This often forces families to
seek financial assistance wher-
ever they can.

Unfortunately for many,
this means turning to pred-
atory loans with outrageous
interest rates, trapping them
in a cycle of debt that is nearly
impossible to escape.

In the U.S., payday lend-
ers charge an average annual
percentage rate of 391%, with
some rates exceeding 1,000%.

According to the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau,
approximately 12 million
Americans use payday loans
each year.

Predatory lenders target
vulnerable individuals with
low income, poor credit or ur-
gent needs by offering quick
loans with crippling high-in-
terest rates.

A Federal Reserve study
shows one-third of Americans
would struggle to cover a $400
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Strength in community:

Supporting families facing hardship

emergency without borrow-
ing.
Loans like payday and title
loans can quickly spiral, turn-
ing a $500 loan into $2,500
due to compound interest.

As the debt grows, it limits
their ability to afford even ba-
sic necessities.

This cycle is not only a fi-
nancial burden but also an
emotional and spiritual strain.

Additionally, 60% of pay-
day loan borrowers end up
rolling over their loans or tak-
ing out new loans to pay off
the old ones, which only in-
creases their debt.

Many  feel  hopeless,
ashamed and isolated, and re-
search shows that debt often
leads to anxiety, depression
and relationship stress.

As a community, we must
show them they are not alone
and there is a way out.

At Catholic Charities of
Central and Northern Missou-
ri (CCCNMO), we address
both the immediate crisis and
the root cause.

Our Predatory Lending
Relief Program provides relief
and empowerment to individ-
uals impacted by predatory
lending practices, equipping
them with tools to achieve fi-
nancial stability and indepen-
dence.

By partnering with banks,
we help refinance predatory
loans with low-interest al-
ternatives, making payments
more manageable.

Clients also enroll in finan-

BUILDING DEMOLITION?

Contact Us
1-800-769-5798
www.arsi-mo.com

INCORPORATED

'(
ARSI
“

Asbestos Inspection
and Abatement

Serving clients throughout the Diocese of Jefferson City since 1985\
with asbestos, lead, mold, and environmental services.

cial education classes, gaining
skills in budgeting, goal set-
ting, debt repayment, credit
building and saving for the
future.

These programs align with
the Church’s mission to up-
hold human dignity and pro-
mote economic justice.

We also refer clients to
agencies for support with re-

sume writing, employment
opportunities and affordable
housing.

As Catholics, we are called
to help those who are strug-
gling.

We can do this by offering
spiritual and emotional sup-
port, but practical support is
just as important.

One powerful way to do
this is by contributing to pro-
grams like our Predatory Loan
Relief Program, that help fam-
ilies break free from the preda-
tory lending trap.

Additionally, you can vol-
unteer your time to help with
financial literacy classes and
workshops, equipping others
with the knowledge to over-
come financial challenges.

Studies show that financial
literacy programs can reduce
the likelihood of individuals
falling into high-interest debt
by 40-50%.

Furthermore, you can ad-

vocate for ethical lending
practices by speaking out in
your community and pushing
for stronger consumer protec-
tions.

Through the generosity of
our spiritual community, we
provide relief and restore fi-
nancial stability to those in
need.

Matthew’s story is a power-
ful example of transformation.

After facing a financial cri-
sis due to a vehicle emergency,
Matthew turned to high-inter-
est loans that quickly became
unmanageable.

Overwhelmed and seeking
relief, he applied for our Pred-
atory Loan Relief Program.

Matthew secured a low-
er-interest loan and, with the
added support of our pantry,
was able to manage other ex-
penses.

With  reduced financial
stress, he focused on career
growth, earning a promotion
and higher pay.

Six months later, Matthew
reached a major milestone —
closing on his first home.

His journey underscores
the power of financial relief,
community support and per-
severance in building a secure
future.

While this program is effec-
tive, it depends on the com-
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munity’s generosity to con-
tinue and expand our mission
into all 38 of our mostly rural
counties.

With your ongoing sup-
port, even more families can
break free from the cycle of
debt and build a brighter fu-
ture.

In Luke 6:38, Jesus says,
“Give, and there will be gifts
for you: a full measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and
overflowing, will be poured
into your lap; because the
standard you use will be the
standard used for you.”

When we give to programs
that help those in financial cri-
sis, we reflect God’s love and
mercy.

Predatory lending exploits
society’s most vulnerable, trap-
ping them in financial crises
and emotional turmoil.

But through the power of
community and faith, we can
offer solutions.

Standing  together,  we
embrace the call to love our
neighbors and care for the
least among us.

Let us act in faith, generos-
ity, and compassion, because
no family should have to face
hardship alone.

Client names have been
changed to protect their identity.
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Future deacons reflect on their call to ministry

First in a series

By Jay Nies

Archbishop-designate W
Shawn McKnight has sum-
moned 14 men to the di-
aconate — 13 of them for the
permanent diaconate and on
seminarian for the transitional
diaconate.

They will be ordained
during Mass on Saturday, June
7, in the Cathedral of St. Joseph
in Jefferson City.

The permanent diaconate
candidates and their wives have
been preparing since 2020.

This is the first in a series of
articles profiling the candidates:

“Humility and sacrifice”
When members of the pre-
vious diaconate ordination class
came and spoke to the current

Harvey and Stacey Million

group of candidates several
years ago, Harvey F. Million
Jr. sensed a special presence
among them.

“I don'’t recall what they said,
but I do recall leaving that day
thinking that they are men of
great hope,” he said. “That’s
how I want to be.”

Mr. Million grew up in Cen-
tralia and has been a member of
Holy Spirit Parish his entire life.

He entered diaconal discern-
ment and formation not yet
knowing whether God was call-
ing him to be a deacon.

He has revisited that ques-
tion many times during the
process.

“I believe even more strong-
ly now that God has called me
to this office and has put people
in my life to prepare me to step
out into the mystery of what he
has planned,” he said.

Mr. Million aspires as a dea-
con to be a faithful witness to
Christ and his Church.

“I hope to serve others with
humility and sacrifice, reflect-

ing Christ’s love and mercy for
all humanity,” he said.

He holds a master’s degree
in business administration and
has been a small-business own-
er in his hometown for over 20
years.

He and his wife, Stacey,
have been married for almost
33 years. They have raised five
daughters, three of whom are
married.

The couple has eight grand-
children, including one who
will be born later this year.

Mr. Million believes his
greatest opportunities as a dea-
con to lead people to Christ
will come with faithfully cele-
brating the Sacraments of the
Church and praying the Divine
Office.

“It is through these that we
are strengthened as individuals
and as a com-
munity,”  he
stated.

Ordination
does bring him
trepidation,
but he’s also
excited to be
of service to
the Lord and
his people.

Mr.  Mil-
lion said he’s
inspired by all
the  deacons
and priests of
this diocese who have influ-
enced him throughout his for-
mation.

He has also “been bless-
ed to have the support of my
wife, my family and the clergy
and parishioners of Holy Spirit
Church,” he stated.

“I have been blessed with a
great formation director who
has prepared me, I have a great

MORTGAGE

spiritual director who guides
me, and a generous business
partner who has allowed me
the time I needed to complete
formation,” he said.

Mr.  Million asked for
prayers for his ordination class,
“that we be faithful to the office
of the diaconate, that our fam-
ilies and communities will be
strengthened by our presence
and that we will always remain
humble servants.”

“Ineed God”
Service is in Denis P. Glad-
bach’s DNA.
“My parents raised my four
siblings and me with a work

Denis and Wendy Gladbach

ethic, committed to Christian
service,” said Mr. Gladbach, a
member of Cathedral of St. Jo-
seph Parish in Jefferson City.

Yet, he did not fully under-
stand the need to serve until he
was supporting his children in
their youth projects.

“Regardless of what we were
involved in, the component of
service kept coming up,” he
said.

When he was asked to con-
sider the diaconate, the focus
on service stood out for him.

“I look forward to serving

my parish, my diocese and my
community with my ordina-
tion,” he stated.

Through that service, he
wants to share Gods Good
News.

“I hope to be able to com-
municate with those who used
to be members of the faithful,
but through misunderstand-
ing of Catholicism in the past,
chose a different path,” said Mr.
Gladbach. “God’s love is for all.
Humans make errors. Come
back.”

Mr. Gladbach was born
in Kansas City into a Catho-
lic family — his mother from
Marshall, his father from Indi-
an Grove.

The fam-
ily moved
to  Jefferson
City,  where
Mr. Gladbach
attended  St.
Joseph Cathe-
dral  School
and Helias
Catholic High
School.

After grad-
uation, he
joined the U.S.
Army, served
active-duty time and returned
to Jefferson City.

He met his wife, Wendy,
joined the Missouri National
Guard and graduated from the
University of Missouri-Rolla

with a degree in mechanical en-
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gineering.

Job opportunities moved the
family from Rolla to Minneso-
ta, to lowa and back to Jeffer-
son City.

The couple raised four chil-
dren and sent them to Catholic
schools.

Retired from the Missouri
National Guard after 40 years,
Mr. Gladbach is currently a
project engineer at the Maneu-
ver Support Battle Lab at Fort
Leonard Wood.

Mrs. Gladbach owns and
operates Ana Marie’s Bridal in
Jefferson City.

They are active members of
their parish and sing in the par-
ish choir.

Mr. Gladbach is convinced
that his greatest opportunity
to promote hope, beginning
during this Jubilee Year, will be

through humble service — “to
my parish, to my diocese, to my
community.”

One area of ministry he
hopes to pursue is for military
members of the Missouri Na-
tional Guard.

“Obviously, we are short on
priests,” he noted. “There are
none in the Missouri National
Guard. My desire is to provide
Catholic ministry to soldiers
during their training.”

He believes humility and
service will be his most effec-
tive avenues to leading people

See DEACON, page 13
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Fr. Kapaun, native of Abp.-desighate McKnight’s home diocese,
declared Venerable, a step toward beatification

Candidate for being declared
a saint had several connections
to the Jefferson City diocese

By Jay Nies

The crucifix in Kapaun Mt.
Carmel School in Wichita,
Kansas, was carved in honor
of a chaplain who helped shep-
herd many prisoners of war
through their own Way of the
Cross.

That chaplain was Vener-
able Father Emil ]J. Kapaun
(1916-51), a candidate for be-
ing declared a saint, who hailed
from Archbishop-designate W.
Shawn McKnight's home dio-
cese.

“Fr. Kapaun was an example
of holiness for all of us,” said
Archbishop-designate Me-
Knight, while discussing the
recent announcement that Fr.
Kapaun’s sainthood cause had
reached an important mile-
stone.

Archbishop-designate
McKnight will be installed as
archbishop of Kansas City in
Kansas on May 27.

Pope Francis on Feb. 24 au-
thorized the Vatican’s Dicast-
ery for the Causes of Saints to
promulgate a decree naming
Fr. Kapaun as “Venerable.”

In its decree — which also
addressed the canonization
causes of six other individuals
— the Vatican said it recog-
nized Fr. Kapaun’s “offering of
life,” a criterion for sainthood
established by Pope Francis in
a 2017 document on saint-
hood causes.

Archbishop-designate
McKnight noted that “holi-
ness looks different according
to who you are. And holiness

isn’t gonna’ look the same
on everybody.”

In the case of Fr. Ka-
paun, it looked like a coun-
try priest who ministered
to soldiers in battle during
World War II (1939-45),
went home to his diocese,
and volunteered to return
to the front when the call
went out for more chap-
lains during the Korean
War (1951-53).

“He was willing to
go back!” said Archbish-
op-designate  McKnight.
“He had served in World
War II, and he volunteered
to go back, because they
were still in need.”

Fr. Kapaun knew what
he was getting himself
into, and chose to get into
it anyway.

By that, he set a prime ex-
ample of Catholic masculinity.

“He was very brave,” said
Archbishop-designate Mc-
Knight. “He was manly in a
way that was not, as we unfor-
tunately understand it a lot of
the time, as being filled with
might. Rather, it was his ability
to make self-sacrifice.”

“It’s not the ability to inflict
one’s will on others,” the arch-
bishop-designate stated. “It’s
the ability to give oneself com-
pletely and make the ultimate
sacrifice. The kind of self-sur-
render that our Lord, who was
the greatest example of manli-
ness, showed us on the cross.”

Fr. Kapaun was taken into
custody by Korean and com-
munist Chinese forces and sent
to a military prison camp in
Pyoktong, North Korea.

He was known for never

New Cemetery Clean-Up Policy
Catholic Cemeteries of Jefferson City

The following changes will apply to both Resurrection
and St. Peter cemeteries in Jefferson City. There will be no
scheduled clean-up days throughout the year.

The following rules will be enforced.
»  Allartificial flowers must be in a vase.
> No glass objects of any kind.

From April 1 to October 31 of each year, all objects deemed
by management to hinder ground maintenance shall be
removed. The managementreservestherighttoremoveany
objects that are not allowed by the rules and regulations of
the Catholic Cemeteries of Jefferson City.

leaving anyone behind while
they were on death marches in
the Korean camps.

And while their captors were
trying to indoctrinate the pris-
oners with communist propa-
ganda, Fr. Kapaun would stand
up after theyd finish speaking
and tell the prisoners, “Don’t
believe any of that.”

“That was his character,”
said Archbishop-designate
McKnight. “And it got him in
trouble.”

Prioritizing the needs of
others over his own health, Fr.
Kapaun developed pneumonia
and a blood clot while impris-
oned. He was denied medi-
cation and died in the prison
camp May 23, 1951, at age 35.

He blessed his captors be-
fore dying.

For decades after the war,
his earthly remains were kept
with those of other unidenti-
fied servicemen and women
at a military repository in Ha-
wail, awaiting identification.

Hidden valor

Fr. Kapaun graduated from
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in
St. Louis in 1940 as part of the
largest ordination class to-date
in that seminary’s history.

Among his classmates at
Kenrick were the late Father
Joseph B. Boland, who served
for many years as a priest of
this diocese, and the late Mon-
signor Jerome Sommer PA, a
fellow military chaplain and
priest of this diocese who until

Father Emil Joseph Kapaun, a U.S. Army chaplain, is pictured celebrating
Mass from the hood of a jeep Oct. 7, 1950, in South Korea.
— OSV News photo/courtesy U.S. Army medic Raymond Skeehan

his death in 2012 was Fr. Ka-
paun’s last living classmate.

The late Bishop Christian
Winkelmann of Wichita, who
ordained Fr. Kapaun to the
Holy Priesthood in 1940, had
previously served as pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish in Rich
Fountain in what is now part
of the Jefferson City diocese.

In a 2008 interview, Msgr.
Sommer recalled liking and ad-
miring Fr. Kapaun as a fellow
seminarian but not foreseeing
his  heroic accomplishments
and possible recognition by the
Church as a saint.

“I remember that he was
always attentive to his duties
in school, in chapel, in class,”
Msgr. Sommer stated.

But behind the veil of the
ordinary during Fr. Kapaun’s
seminary years, God was set-
ting into place a foundation of
faith that would support an ed-
ifice of courageous, life-giving
Christian witness made com-
plete by death in Christ.

Msgr. Sommer, who also be-
came an Army chaplain about
a year after Fr. Kapaun entered
the service, did not find out
about Fr. Kapaun’s death until
shortly after the fighting ceased
in 1953.

“Some of his fellow prison-
ers wrote about him and how
heroic he was over there,” said
Msgr. Sommer in a 2008 in-
terview. “They attributed their
very lives to his influence, that
he kept up the morale of them.
A higher percentage of the

POWs in that particular
camp survived than in oth-
er places where our Ameri-
can soldiers were held cap-
tive. And those survivors
attribute their survival in
great part to him.”

Sometime around
1954, Msgr. Sommer read
an article about Fr. Kapaun
in the Saturday Evening
Post. Tt included testimony
by men who credited him
with helping to keep them
alive.

“I thought, “This is my
classmate! He’s a hero!”
said Msgr. Sommer, who
appears briefly with two
other classmates in a docu-
mentary about Fr. Kapaun
produced by FOCUS
Worldwide TV Network.

It is called “A Catholic
Chaplain in Combat Boots.”

Different kind of holy

All of the men in the prison
camp found in Fr. Kapaun a
familiar soul.

“He had a gift for relating to
people,” said Archbishop-des-
ignate McKnight. “There was a
real ‘humanness’ in his sense of
humor and practicality.”

He ministered to everyone,
regardless of their religious af-
filiation.

“Protestant, Jewish, as well
as Catholic fellow soldiers in
the camp all respected him and
spoke highly of him,” Arch-
bishop-designate ~ McKnight
stated.

The priests holiness was
thoroughly expressed in his
humanity, not above or despite
1t.

“I think that’s part of the ad-
justment a lot of people need
in their conception of what
holiness looks like,” said Arch-
bishop-designate McKnight.

The crucifix now promi-
nently displayed in Kapaun
Mt. Carmel High School in
Wichita was carved by a Jew-
ish former prisoner of war who
had spent time in the same
prison camp where Fr. Kapaun
died.

“He never knew Fr. Kapaun,
but he was so taken by the sto-
ries he was hearing about him
from his fellow soldiers, he was
inspired to carve that crucifix,”

See FR. KAPAUN, page 21
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to Christ.

“Opportunities for all to
help others,” he said. “Through
working together, we learn
from each other and our shared
experiences.

“Any  challenge appears
daunting, but if a group can
each achieve little victories, a
lot more can be accomplished,”
he added.

He emphasized the need for
full reliance on God.

“I am no better than any-
one else,” Mr. Gladbach stated.
“God reminds me daily of my
humanity. I need God to be
successful.”

Mr. Gladbach asked for
prayers for God to help him “be
grounded in humility, main-
tain a conviction of service, and
maintain a pleasant willingness
to acquire God’s grace for my
diocese, my parish, my family
and myself.”

“Out of the ditch”
Brian M. Lutz thinks back
to something Father Joseph
Corel said while teaching the

Brian and Patricia Lutz

deacon candidates a class on
moral theology.

The priest talked about how
their role will be to help “keep
people out of the ditch.”

“I want to do that and help
them stay on the path to salva-
tion,” Mr. Lutz stated. “I want
to meet people where they are
and help them recognize that
Christ loves them in all their
brokenness and wants them to
be with Him for eternity.”

Mr. Lutz grew up in Boon-
ville, the oldest of two sons in a
Catholic family.

He received all of his sac-
raments, from Baptism to
Marriage, in Ss. Peter & Paul
Church.

He
school and

attended
the

the parish
former St.

Thomas Aquinas High School

Seminary in Hannibal.

He and his wife, Patricia, got
married in 1997. They have a
daughter, Rachel, who is 25.

Mr. Lutz worked for 23
years as the general manager
at HiTek Mobility in Colum-
bia, but made a career change
in November 2024. He is now
the facilities coordinator for the
Cathedral of St. Joseph.

He said he’s always felt a
calling to serve the Church in
some form.

“Maybe 1 did not always
hear or understand the calling,
but it had always been on my
heart,” he stated.

Having had time to grow
closer in his relationship with
God, “and because of great peo-
ple being placed in my life at
just the right time,” he wants to
help others with their journey
toward God and eternal life.

“I consider it a great privi-
lege to be led by the Holy Spirit
to assist people in that journey,”
he said.

Mr. Lutz often states that
he’s not seek-
ing to become
a deacon be-
cause he s
holy, “but be-
cause | want
to become
more holy.”

He recog-

nizes that the

diaconate is a

gift from God

“not  some-

thing I think

I deserve, but

something |

am willing to do for God’s glo-
ry.

Mr. Lutz especially enjoys
youth ministry, which he’s been
involved with for 13 years in
his parish, and would like to do
more with adult faith forma-
tion, and marriage preparation.

He’s grateful for the forma-
tion he’s received over these
past four-and-a-half years from
Archbishop-designate ~ McK-
night, Deacon John Schwar-
tze and “many of our amazing
priests in the diocese.”

Because of them, Mr. Lutz
is confident that he’ll be able
to help answer people’s ques-
tions about faith, “so they can
have a better understanding of
the truth, so they can grow in
their personal relationship with

Christ.”

He’s excited to be ordained
during the Jubilee Year of
Hope.

“Hope is such an awesome
word, basically because it means
that there is still a chance,” he
stated.

Hope prompts him to reflect
on St. Dismas, the penitent
“good” thief who was crucified
beside Jesus.

“Dismas was on the cross,
ready to die, and was able to ask
forgiveness from his heart, and
he was rewarded with eternal
life,” Mr. Lutz stated.

With that understanding,
he wants to teach others and
encourage them to enter into
a relationship with Christ, “be-
cause there is always the hope
of eternal life if we desire it in
our hearts.”

“Hope is that thing that
people hold onto when all else
seems lost,” he stated, “and 1
want to help them to know
that hope is enough to start
ourselves on to the next step to
life eternal.”

“I would like to help those
in my parish, community and
Church to see and identify
what it is that is our beacon of
hope,” he said.

Mr. Lutz asked for prayers
for God to continue to guide
him in his ministry and help
him serve God well.

“And that I will continue to
allow the Holy Spirit to work
through me so that the words

RESURRECTION

From page 8

to call us again to hope and to life, precisely us,

by name,” Fr. Pasolini said.

of the Holy Spirit, not my
words, are spoken to the peo-

ple,” he said.

“Bring the light”

When he was younger, Ken-
neth J. “Ken” Arthur enjoyed
being an altar server and gave
some thought to becoming a

Kenneth and Alisa Arthur

deacon someday.

He forgot about it for a
while, but God reminded him.

“Several years ago, while I
was in prayer, the thought of
becoming a deacon returned
many times,” said Mr. Arthur,
a lifelong member of St. Patrick
Parish in Rolla. “This thought
turned into a constant tug.”

He hopes as a deacon “to
serve God and his Church and
bring the light of Christ to oth-
ers and help them grow and
strengthen their faith.”

Mr. Arthur and his wife, Al-
isa, got married after college.

They have three children.

He has spent most of his ca-
reer in information technology,
currently as an I'T manager.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of deacons serving as
ministers of charity.

“Deacons are actively in-
volved in helping those in need
such as the poor, the sick, and

the  home-
bound in our
communi-
ties,” he not-
ed.

Mr. Arthur
hopes to focus
on the Order
of  Christian
Initiation
of Adults,
and  minis-
try to people
in  hospitals
and nursing
homes.

He believes that each human
encounter can present an occa-
sion to minister.

“Every time I see someone
in the grocery store or out in
the community, I have the
opportunity to bring the light
of Christ to them by showing
them Christ’s love and sharing
our faith with them,” he said.

He believes a deacon can
promote the virtue of hope in
his parish by living the Gos-
pel and loving others as Christ
loves them.

He asks for prayers “for God
to bless and strengthen me in
my ministry of service.”

awaits us.”

continuing to walk the horizontal path that

Mary Magdalene’s instinct, he added, was to
preserve what she had regained. “This is the last
temptation we must face to access the joy of
the Ascension,” he said, “to take the risen Lord
and confine him.”

“That is, to draw the power of the Holy
Spirit back into fixing our earthly lives, rather
than letting it lead us into something totally
new,” he explained.

Fr. Pasolini turned to the Acts of the Apos-
tles, recalling the disciples’ gaze as Jesus ascends
and two angels ask them: “Men of Galilee, why
do you stand looking at the sky?” While the
preacher encouraged a contemplative gaze to-
ward heaven, he warned against the religious
temptation of idealism.

“Lifting our gaze upward is always the fas-
cination of aspiring to some ideal world,” he
said, “projecting our life upward instead of

After the Ascension, the “immense responsi-
bility” left to the church is to become the pres-
ence of Christ in history through lives shaped
by the Gospel, Fr. Pasolini said. “The Lord
leaves the stage of history to leave us, men and
women, who are still very frightened, with the
task of becoming fully human.”

The preacher highlighted Jesus’ words be-
fore ascending: “Go into the whole world and
proclaim the Gospel to every creature.”

This, Fr. Pasolini said, is not only a geo-
graphical mission, but also an anthropological
one.

“To bring the Gospel to the ends of the
earth means also to bring it to the depths of
humanity, going ever deeper,” he said. Espe-
cially where human ways of thinking “struggle
to understand or classify — there, we are called

to bring the light of hope.”
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New sculpture in St. Peter’s Square

offers message of hospitality

By Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service

Vatican City
A new bronze
sculpture  installed

in St. Peter’s Square,
near the showers and
medical clinic the
Vatican runs for peo-
ple in need, invites
visitors to reflect on
the sacredness of wel-
coming others, espe-
cially the marginal-
ized.

Titled “Be Wel-
coming,” the work
by Canadian artist
Timothy  Schmalz
was unveiled April
15 in its place on the
steps leading into the
square from the col-

some have unknow-
ingly entertained an-
gels” — the sculpture
depicts a weary trav-
eler appearing as a
homeless man.

However, from
another angle, his
tattered  belongings
transform into angelic
wings.

The statue aims to
make Scripture tangi-
ble by offering a “phys-
ical experience” of the
biblical text, said a
press release April 15
from the office of the
papal almoner.

Schmalz is also
known for “Angels
Unaware,” a sculpture
depicting  migrants
from various histor-
ic periods and ethnic

onnade.

Inspired by He-
brews 13:2 — “Do “Be Welcoming,” a bronze sculpture of a traveler by groups, that stands on
not neglect hospi- Canadian artist Timothy Schmalz, is seen in St. Peter’s the opposite side of St.

tality, for th rough it Square at the Vatican April 15. — CNS photo/Justin McLellan

Peter’s Square.
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L All-American swimmer. During the 2022 championships, Riley was forced to
compete and share a locker room with transgender swimmer Lia Thomas. Even
though she tied with the biological male, the NCAA officials insisted on giving
him the trophy. Riley has since become a powerful advocate for conservative
causes, fighting to defend the rights of women and preborn babies.
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Walking the road
to Emmaus as a family

By Laura Kelly Fanucci
OSV News

Right now is a difficult
time for nearly every family
I know. Parents are stressed.
Teens are depressed. Kids are
anxious. Studies on mental
health back this up with sta-
tistics, but start a conversation
with friends, family, neigh-
bors or parishioners and you’ll
soon hear stories of struggle
and suffering.

In the midst of tumultu-
ous times in our homes and
nation, what does it mean to
celebrate Easter? Can we really
rejoice in a moment like this?

Tucked within the Gospel
of Luke is a story that shows
us exactly how to live out the
Easter season — not as a one-
day celebration, but 50 full
days of feasting. What's more,
the walk to Emmaus gives us a
road map to guide our journey
together as families into the
hope of Easter.

First, we need to leave
home. The disciples’ courage
to step beyond their comfort
zone — especially when their
own safety was threatened
— let them meet the Risen
Christ. Later, after they recog-
nize the stranger who walked
with them, the same impulse
spurs them onward: “They
set out at once and returned
to Jerusalem,” to share with
others what had been revealed
to them (Luke 24:33). How
is God calling us to step out
in faith this Easter? To be
not afraid, even in troubling
times, to share with others the
good news we have found?

Second, we must welcome
the stranger. The disciples did
not dismiss the traveler who
joined them on the road. They
engaged him in conversation,
even when he corrected them

N Y
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in stark terms: “Oh, how fool-
ish you are! How slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets
spoke!” (Luke 24:25). If the
disciples had turned a cold
shoulder instead, they might
have missed everything God
had waiting for them. How
can we open our hearts and
homes this Easter to those
we do not know? Can we re-
member that Christ is the face
of every stranger, or will fear
or judgment keep us locked
away?

Third, we have to keep
talking together. The disciples
are willing to converse, ques-
tion and debate the difficult
news and most pressing ques-
tions of their times, “the things
that have taken place there
in these days” (Luke 24:18).
They even share what weighs
heaviest on their hearts. When
Jesus asks what they are dis-
cussing, “they stopped, look-
ing downcast” (Luke 24:17).
Can we keep talking through
differences and disagreements,
bringing our full selves to each
other in good faith?

Fourth, we need to break
bread together. In meals
around our family table and
at the altar of the Eucharist,
we must keep breaking bread
in order to encounter Christ
present among us. What place
will feasting hold in our Easter
celebrations? How can we pray
for the wisdom to see Christ
among us and the courage to
respond to his call?

The road to Emmaus re-
minds us that Christ goes
with us everywhere, walking
and talking among us: in our
conversations and debates, in
ordinary meals and sacred lit-
urgies, in journeys near and

See EMMAUS, page 15
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Montgomery City parish celebrates longevity in Holy Matrimony

Feb. 14 was a special Val-
entine’s Day for 21 couples of
Immaculate Conception Parish
in Montgomery City who have
been married for 50 years or
more.

The Montgomery City con-
ference of the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul treated the
couples to an annual Valen-
tine’s Day event.

The day began with 10 a.m.
Mass and a special blessing and
anointing from Father Ernest
Dike, pastor.

After Mass, everyone met at
the Knights of Columbus Hall
for lunch. The meal started

EMMAUS ——

From page 14

far. Our hearts burn within
us, too, whenever we realize
he has been right next to us all
along.

When the disciples ap-
proached the village, Jesus
“gave the impression that he
was going on farther” — but
they pressed him to stay with
them (Luke 24:28). This small
detail holds the key. No mat-
ter what is happening in our
families or the wider world,
inviting Jesus to stay close is
the way to discover what God
has waiting for us.

“Stay with us.” Their plea is
our prayer, too. We need the
hope of the Risen Christ, per-

haps now more than ever.

Laura Kelly Fanucci is an
author, speaker and founder
of Mothering Spirit, an online
gathering place on parenting
and spirituality.

with salad, fruit and muffins,
followed by ham, potatoes and
green beans.

Emcee Jerry Witthaus enter-
tained the couples with a Pow-
erPoint presentation highlight-
ing a collection of photos of the
couples.

A champagne toast was
given by the emcee, and cake
made by Geri Park was served
to all.

Individual photos were tak-
en by Ruth Ann O’Keefe with
a beautiful backdrop and dec-
orations provided by Debbie
Heidelberger.

James Longstreet and the
kitchen crew prepared the meal.

In attendance were: Le-
roy and Betty Hanneken (63
years), Bill and Margie Cobb
(61 years), Richard and Carole
Bainbridge (59 years), Tom and

Margo Nichols (56 years), De-
nis and Mary Dickherber (55
years), Don and Lila Broz (53
years), Ron and Dianne Talley
(53 years), Pat and Janet Stum-
baugh (52 years), Charlie and
Pat Korman (51 years), Don
and Sandy Oakes (51 years),
Harold and Sharon Pottebaum
(51 years), and Glen and Pame-
la Landolt (50 years).

Eight couples were unable
to attend: Richard and Shir-
ley Arens (67 years), Tony and
Laverne Wessel (64 vyears),
Charles and Judy Nelson (61
years), John and Ruth Schnei-
der (56 years), Steve and Kathy
Holtz (52 years), Terry and
Vicki Parker (52 years), David
and Mary Falloon (52 years),
George and Pricilla Banfield
(51 years), and Barry and Jane
Hubbard (50 years).

Holy Guardian Angels Parish
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you in the days ahead,” he said.
“You will always remain in my
heart and in my prayers.”

Archbishop-designate Mc-
Knight will continue to serve
as apostolic administrator
of the Jefferson City diocese
while preparing to be installed
as archbishop in Kansas City
on Tuesday, May 27.

After that time, the College
of Consultors in this diocese
will elect a temporary admin-
istrator to serve until a new
bishop is installed after being
appointed by the pope.

Archbishop-designate Mc-
Knight succeeds Archbishop
Joseph E. Naumann, who led
the Kansas City archdiocese

/
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JEFFERSON CITY

1904 Southwest Blvd.
(573) 636-8413

Open 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

for 20 years until sub-
mitting to Pope Fran-
cis his request for re-
tirement, as is required
upon turning 75.

At the April 8 press
conference, Archbish-
op-designate McKnight
recalled taking a call
from Cardinal Christo-
phe Pierre, the Pope’s
diplomatic liaison
to the United States,
shortly before adminis-
tering the Sacrament of
Confirmation in St. Ste-
phen Church in Indian
Creek.

“When the nuncio
asked me about the
pope appointing me to
Kansas City and how
did I feel about it, I
said, “Well, i’s my home
state. Of course!”” Arch-
bishop-designate ~ Mc-
Knight recalled.

“Cardinal Pierre’s call
was a graced moment
for me, renewing my sense of
being on mission, like many
who have come before me,” he
said.

Religious Gi
g For All Occasions:
Baptism ~ Confirmation ~ First Communion ~ RCIA ~ Wedding

the . DONNELLY co., inc.
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Yet, a very isolating time
for Archbishop-designate Mc-
Knight followed that call.

“You really enter into a lim-
inal moment,”

he recalled.

“For two
weeks, 1 had
to keep it all to
myself.
“It’s the
strangest  experience when

you know you've got the call,
you know it’s happening, and
youre not allowed to say any-
thing to anyone, and you just

keep going on with things,” he

Prices are all-inclusive with airfare from anywhere in the

continental US.

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land, Italy, Greece, France, Portugal,
Spain, Lourdes & Fatima, Ireland & Scotland and much more!

Travel with Fr. Alex Gabriel (pastor of St. Peter Parish in Fulton)
during the Jubilee Year of Hope

to ITALY & POLAND

October 26-November 7, 2025

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests and Deacons.

For information, call 1-855-842-8001 or visit proximotravel.com

Archbishop-designate W. Shawn McKnight of Kansas City in Kansas listens to his
soon-to-be predecessor, Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann, who is retiring after two
decades as archbishop of Kansas City in Kansas.
— Photo from The Leaven, newspaper of the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas

said.

The archbishop-designate
is now acutely aware that the
transition — “the leaving and

“You have been my first flock as a
bishop, and that bond will always hold

a special place in my heart.”
— Abp.-designate W. Shawn McKnight

the coming” — is under way.

“In this in-between time, I
feel a mixture of feelings,” he
said. “A homecoming has a
very good feeling about it. But
it is also bittersweet.”

“Fresh eyes”

Archbishop Naumann, a
St. Louis native, described the
Kansas City archdiocese as a
big family, spread across 21
counties in northeast Kansas,
with approximately 200,000
Catholics.

“Together, we've had some
challenges,” the retiring arch-
bishop stated. “At the same
time, there have been miracles
of grace happening on a daily
basis in our parishes, schools
and ministries. God has bless-
ed us abundantly.”

He said a change of leader-
ship is healthy and good.

“It brings fresh eyes to the
archdiocese,” he stated. “It
will bring about renewed en-

ergy. Each bishop brings
unique gifts and talents
to the Church.”

Archbishop Nau-
mann spoke of Arch-
bishop-designate
McKnights “keen intel-
ligence, deep faith and
love for the Church,”
along with his academ-
ic credentials and his
experience as a New-
man Center chaplain,
member of a seminary
faculty, head of the U.S.
Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops’ Office of
Clergy and Consecrated
Life, pastor in the Wich-
ita diocese and bishop of
Jefferson City.

‘I look forward to
seeing what God wants
to do through him to
enrich the already vi-
brant faith life of the
archdiocese,” said Arch-
bishop Naumann.

A time to plant

Archbishop-designate
McKnight was appointed the
fourth bishop of Jefferson City
in November
2017 and was
consecrated as
a bishop and
installed  on
Feb. 6, 2018.

In his time
here, he ramped up the dio-
cese’s pastoral planning pro-
cess for parishes and deaner-
ies, assisted in the expansion
of Catholic Charities of Cen-
tral and Northern Missouri
and the acquisition of its cur-
rent headquarters in Jefferson
City, instituted a steward-
ship model for carrying out
the work of the parishes and
funding the ministries of the
diocese, deepened relation-
ships with the overseas dioces-
es that send missionary priests
to serve here, and oversaw the
substantial renovation of the
Cathedral of St. Joseph.

Archbishop-designate
McKnight will now be the fifth
archbishop and 12th bishop of
what is now the Archdiocese of
Kansas City in Kansas.

A livestream of the press
conference can be found on-
line at:

diojeffcity.org/
bishop-mcknight.
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God and one another; staying
focused on Christ; promoting
conscious, full and active par-
ticipation in the Mass by ev-
eryone present; respecting each
member’s needs and differenc-
es; maintaining sacred silence
at appropriate times during
Mass; and helping people who
lead and facilitate worship ob-
tain the training and formation
they need to help them do so
successfully.

The bishop clearly seeks to
balance unity of faith and pur-
pose with the diversity and pas-
toral needs of each individual
parish and community in the
diocese.

He addresses these and sev-
eral other themes that con-
sistently emerged in 6,725
surveys submitted and partic-
ipation by nearly 400 people
in 13 listening sessions, equally
divided between English and
Spanish, in various locations in
the diocese.

Many of the listening session
participants spoke emphatical-
ly about how the quality of the
melodies and lyrics of hymns at
Mass have affected the growth
of their relationship with God.

People also expressed how
being able to join in the hymns
and the sung responses to the
parts of the Mass help them
feel that they belong.

The  archbishop-designate
pointed out that more than
eight out of 10 survey respon-
dents indicated that music, in-
cluding the lyrics, is an import-
ant expression of the Catholic
faith and a very important part
of the Mass.

Nine out of 10 said their
participation in music enhanc-
es their prayer life and builds
a sense of belonging to their
parish.

Some expressed a desire for
liturgical music to be less “per-
formance-oriented” or dictated
by the preferences of the lead
musicians or pastor, and that
poorly executed music can neg-
atively impact the experience of
the liturgy.

Toward greater unity

Archbishop-designate  Mc-
Knight called on every parish
in the diocese to help members
become familiar over the next
three years with four settings
for the sung responses to the
Mass: the traditional Roman
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Missal Chant (Latin, English,
or Spanish); the Mass of St.
Frances Cabrini; the Revised
Mass of Creation; and the bi-
lingual Misa del Pueblo Inmi-
grante.

“While this is not intended
to be a limitation on the Mass
settings that can be used in the
parish liturgy,” the archbish-
op-designate explained, “parish
priests and all who collaborate
with them should prioritize the
use of these settings to develop
competence and comfort in
their use.”

He also encouraged frequent
use of bilingual (Spanish and
English language) hymns —
including “Prayer of St. Fran-
cis’/“Hazme un Instrumento”;
“Fisher of Men”/“Pescador de
Hombres”; “We are the Body
of Christ”/“Somos el Cuerpo de
Cristo” — in parishes through-
out the diocese.

He said these steps will al-
low for greater participation by
everyone present.

He noted that inclusion of
these Mass settings and bilin-
gual hymns will require a con-
certed and organized effort by
clergy and lay leaders in the
parishes.

“Instead of legislating this
change, I am asking all of us to
work together to foster a renew-
al in our liturgies, encouraging
greater active participation by
the lay faithful through the
proper formation and training
of all the Christian faithful,” he
wrote.

Archbishop-designate  Mc-
Knight encouraged Catholics
throughout the diocese to ap-
proach various kinds of litur-
gical music with openness to
where the Holy Spirit is trying
to lead them, and not to form
small communities of people
based on their preference for
worship styles.

“We will know we are on
the right path when we are less
focused on our own personal
preferences and are more con-
cerned about the quality of
music that will foster full, ac-
tive participation by the whole
assembly,” he stated.

He said the Holy Spirit
“reminds us that each of has a
unique role to play in the com-
munity.”

“It is one way to express
what it means to be Catho-
lic: to celebrate and honor the

many gifts God has given us to
worship him and to express our
unity in prayer and sacrifice,”
the bishop wrote.

Truth and charity

Archbishop-designate  Mc-
Knight also addressed the dif-
ficult situation of music that
has become be-
loved by many
for Mass, but
was composed
by people who
used their sta-
tus to take ad-
vantage of vul-
nerable people.

The decree
forbids in dioc-
esan liturgies the use of music
composed by anyone who has
been credibly accused of sexual
abuse.

At the same time, the bish-
op has directed the pastors to
lead a process of prayerful dis-
cernment within each parish
regarding whether any such
hymns could be used on occa-
sion in that parish.

This is based in part on tes-
timony presented at each lis-
tening session by Teresa Pitt
Green, a survivor of clerical
sexual abuse.

Mrs. Pitt Green called for
respectful, open dialogue about
using music by such composers,
acknowledging the hurt it may
cause to people who themselves
are abuse survivors, as well as
those who are heartbroken at
the prospect of not being able
to use beloved hymns at crucial
moments in their faith life.

The  archbishop-designate
set a Nov. 30, 2025, deadline
for each pastor to submit an of-
ficial policy on the use of music
by composers credibly accused
of abuse, along with a descrip-
tion of the discernment process
that led to the decision.

Referring to one of the main
concerns that ultimately led
to the Sacred Music Consul-
tation, Archbishop-designate
McKnight reiterated that some
commonly used, even beloved,
hymns could contain lyrics
some consider problematic.

He instructed pastors and
parish music personnel to take
into account the principles out-
lined in a document from the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB) Committee
on Doctrine, titled “Catholic

Hymnody at the Service of the
Church: An Aid for Evaluating

Hymn Lyrics.”
That document offers clear
guidance on  determining

whether a hymn contains de-
ficiencies in the presentation
of doctrine pertaining to the
Eucharist, to the Holy Trinity,

“We will know we are on the right path
when we are less focused
on our own personal preferences

and are more concerned about

the quality of music

that will foster full, active participation
by the whole assembly.”

to God and his relation to hu-
mans, or to the nature of the
Church; or incorrect Christian
anthropology or doctrinally
incorrect views of the Jewish
people.

Hymns with such lyrics un-
dermine the quality of worship
and the mission of the Church.

Archbishop-designate  Mc-
Knight called on pastors, music
directors and others involved
in choosing and accompanying
sacred music to make good use
of the resources the diocesan
chapter of the National Asso-
ciation of Pastoral Musicians
(NPM) provides.

“This organization is a nec-
essary and vital collaborator in
our effort to worship in Spirit
and truth,” the archbishop-des-
ignate stated.

He also directed diocesan
Chancery personnel to work
with the diocese’s NPM chap-
ter to develop and make avail-
able resources for forming and
training people who lead music
for worship in the parishes.

Powerful responses

The Sacred Music Consulta-
tion dates back to last October,
when  Archbishop-designate
McKnight promulgated a de-
cree forbidding music by three
composers with credible alle-
gations of abuse against them
from being sung at Mass; re-
moving 12 hymns with theo-
logically ~ problematic lyrics
from songs approved for Mass;
and calling for people in all
parishes in the diocese to be-
come familiar with four musi-
cal settings for the parts of the
Mass.

The decree, written in con-

sultation with the diocesan Li-
turgical Commission, was im-
mediately controversial.

In light of comments he
received, the archbishop-des-
ignate rescinded the October
decree in early November and
issued a second, temporary
decree, prohibiting music by
those  found
credibly  ac-
cused by their
diocesan bish-
op (but with-

out mention-
ing any names),
and requiring

those who are
responsible for
the selection of
sacred music to evaluate their
music selections using the US-
CCB documents evaluative
principles.

That second decree called
for the process of synodal con-
sultation that led to the April 5
decree and which will continue
in parishes through the end of
the current liturgical year.

Archbishop-designate Mc-
Knight sought feedback from
the Diocesan Pastoral Coun-
cil, the Presbyteral Council
and the bishop’s cabinet, with
input from the Diocesan Li-
turgical Commission and
members of the local NPM
chapter before promulgating
the final decree.

“We are all edified by the
number of responses, both in
the survey and in the listening
sessions,” the archbishop-desig-
nate stated. “Catholics under-
stand, in a deeply personal and
profound way, the importance
of music in their relationship
with God and with others.”

The members of the local
NPM chapter are now work-
ing on an implementation
proposal and budget to discuss
with the Diocesan Liturgical
Commission, for submission
to Archbishop-designate Mc-
Knight before May 27.

Visit diojeffcity.org/sacred-
music to read any of the fol-
lowing:

ethe text of the decree;

sthe text of the instructional
document, “Spirit and Truth:
Instruction regarding the use
of music in the liturgy”;

sthe preliminary report
from the CARA survey; and

*a report on the listening
sessions.



18

The Catholic Missourian

April 18, 2025

LEFT: Fifth-graders from Immaculate Conception School in Jefferson City, from left, Macie McBaine, Avery Berhorst and Reese Lawrence, along with Ella Brown, background,
crochet at school. Macy is wearing a scarf she crocheted during this school year. CENTER: Ella Brown focuses on her needle and yarn during study hall at Immaculate Concep-
tion School, where several students have taken up crocheting. RIGHT: Shown are some of the items students from Immaculate Conception School have made since they’ve
— Photos by Julie Smith, courtesy of the Jefferson City News Tribune

learned to crochet last semester.

Jefferson City 1.C. School students crochet for fun in free time

By Anna Campbell

A new hobby has taken the
students of Immaculate Con-
ception School in Jefferson
City by storm.

Students can be found with
balls of yarn at their feet, twist-
ing their crochet needles to-
gether, sitting in circles with
classmates during study hall
and research.

Some carry around bags
with their creations: tiny di-
nosaurs, octopuses, dogs and
scarves.

When students finish up
their work during study hall,
teachers have been trying to
get them “unplugged” and do-
ing activities that don't involve
a screen, and crocheting has
been a popular option.

Landra Collins began as

a counselor at the school this

Open a new
checking
account

It’s easy!

year. When students noticed
her collection of crocheted
blankets, they began asking
questions.

One thing led to another,
and students were soon learn-
ing to crochet.

The students have come far
enough that they now teach
each other and work more or
less independently.

Not only does crocheting
offer a creative alternative to
screens, it is also an exercise in
patience and dexterity, which
studies show children are in-
creasingly losing as digital de-
vices become a greater part of
daily life.

Crocheting has spread be-
yond study hall to encompass
recess, after-school gatherings,
and time at home or at school
events.

Fifth-grader Holly Wieberg
crochets during car rides on
the way to volleyball matches.

She’ll also crochet during
breaks and while watching her
brother’s baseball tournaments.

“It’s just fun to do whenever
I'm bored,” she said.

She knew how to crochet
before this year, but said she’s
not a good teacher. But she en-
joys crocheting alongside other
people.

“It’s really easy to make once
you get to know how to make
(the starting ring), but at first,
whenever you're learning how
to make it, it’s really hard,”
Holly said.

Scarves became very popu-
lar during the winter, but stu-
dents found them challenging.

Fifth-grader Avery Berhorst
received a Wooble for Christ-

Start today!

LEGENDSBK.COM

Receive a

FREE GIFT

mas, a kit to create a crocheted
animal, so she began learning
the craft.

To begin, you need to get
in the crocheting position, she
explained, wrapping the yarn
around the pinky and behind
the finger, holding it with a
middle finger and thumb.

Then you create a “magic
ring,” a little circle upon which
many crocheting projects are
built.

After forming the ring, you
crochet outward, increasing
each time to create larger cir-
cles.

When finished, you sew
your project closed.

Avery said she also enjoys
crocheting at home.

“It’s very calming,” she said.

Most of the items are donat-
ed from teachers and parishio-
ners who heard about the stu-
dents’ interest and found some
yarn lying around the house.

Ms. Collins said she hopes
the students can turn around
and donate to others next year
by making items like poppies
or hats.

This article and photos were
originally published April 4 in
the Jefferson City News Tribune

(newstribune.com) and are re-
published here with permission.

April
flowers

Springtime blossoms adorn the

Blessed Mother grotto outside

St. Mary of the Angels Church

in Wien on April 11.

— Photo from the St. Mary’s-Wien, MO
Facebook page

PROVIDING COMPLETE ELECTRICAL

SOLUTIONS SINCE 1968.

* CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL AND DATA SOLUTIONS *

3513 N Ten Mile Drive, Jefferson City * (573) 893-2335
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The couple wound up go-
ing to a few hockey games
together, and he came to a
one-act opera she sang in and
brought her flowers.

They sat together at gradu-
ation. They took a day trip to
Chicago and talked a lot on
their way home.

Dr. Meagher applied for a
job as an organist at a Catho-
lic parish in Ann Arbor, Mich-
igan.

“One June 23, 2010, we
got the good news that he got
the job and was going to stay,”
said Mrs. Meagher.

Praying twice

Kathy had been baptized
and grown up in another
Christian faith tradition.

“Right before we started
dating, I went with Andy to a
church where he was playing,”
she recalled. “I really liked the
music that they did.”

She started going to Mass
every weekend to hear him
play the organ.

One day, her mother called
to tell her that her father had
been in a car accident and sus-
tained a serious brain injury.

He had been airlifted to St.
Mary’s of Michigan Medical
Center in Saginaw, about 85
miles from where Kathy was
living in Ann Arbor.

“I called Andy,” Kathy re-
called. “He wanted to come
with me, but he couldn’t.”

Bishop Earl Boyea was
coming to Ann Arbor, and
Andrew had to accompany
the Mass.

Kathy attended, not know-
ing whether her father would
survive the emergency brain
surgery he was having at that
time.

“That day, I met Bishop
Boyea, and he prayed with me
for my dad,” she recalled.

Gradually, her father made
a full recovery.

Andrew began accompa-
nying Kathy’s voice recitals in
the winter of 2013 at the Uni-
versity of Michigan and start-
ed serving as her voice coach
about a year later.

His grandfather died at age
101 in October 2015. Andrew
invited Kathy to sing at the
funeral.

Her voice led the way into
his family’s heart.

On Aug. 27 of the follow-

ing year, Andrew told her he
didn’t want to be her boy-
friend anymore.

He got down on one knee
and asked her to be his wife.

They got married a year lat-
er.

The couple continued col-
laborating musically and en-
joying each other’s company.

“I also found that I liked
the spirituality and the music
of the worship at the Catholic
oratory,” said Mrs. Meagher.

She told her husband she
wanted to become Catholic.

He quickly replied that
“this has to be because you
want it, not because of me.”

Sure of her intentions,
Mrs. Meagher entered what is
now known as the Order of
Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA) in 2016 and was re-
ceived into full communion
with the Roman Catholic
Church on Easter Sunday,
2017.

Dr. Meagher went on to
serve as accompanist, choir di-
rector and director of music at
parishes throughout the De-
troit archdiocese and Lansing
diocese.

Mrs. Meagher served as
stafl singer at another parish,
St. Paul on the Lake in Grosse
Pointe Farms, Michigan.

All for one

Dr. Meagher applied for
the director of music position
at the Cathedral in Jefferson
City in 2023.

The selection committee
was impressed with his expe-
rience, credentials and passion
for his work.

“So, I went from being or-
ganist to director of music,
then director of music at a larg-
er parish, and now, director of
music at a cathedral,” Dr. Mea-
gher stated with delight.

“Here I am, two years in,
and I couldn’t be happier to
be serving God in this capac-
ity and sharing God’s love —
not just with the people of this
parish but with the whole dio-
cese,” he said.

He and Mrs. Meagher are
committed to helping people
participate more effectively at
Mass.

“We're here to help other
singers and musicians, so they
can serve,” said Dr. Meagher.

“We want to help bring peo-

ple closer to God.”

“To build up the min-
istry, to build up the
Church,” Mrs. Meagher
added.

“And help God save
souls,” said Dr. Meagher.

He noted that music
in communal worship
has the power to bring
people closer to God and
fill them with a desire to
serve him with all their
heart.

“It can also help them
decide that they want to
become more active in
the Church and receive
the Sacraments,” said Dr.
Meagher.

“It’s one way to foster
full and active participa-
tion — and not just for
people in the choir,” he
stated.

He agrees with an in-
sight a colleague once
shared with him: “The
whole congregation is a
choir of 500 singing for
an audience of one —

that one being God.”

Joy from joy

Dr. Meagher said he’s
grateful to  Archbish-
op-designate  McKnight;
Fr. Jones and his prede-
cessor, Father Louis Nel-
en; the members of the
committee who selected
him; and Mr. Halpin,
who continues to help and en-
courage him.

Dr. Meagher is delighted to
make sacred music in the ex-
quisitely renovated Cathedral
with its soon-to-be-completed
new organ.

Knowing that there’s no
way to please everyone, he
continues working to draw as
many people into sacred wor-
ship as possible.

“The greatest joy in my job
comes from helping people
in need and celebrating their
joys,” he told fellow parishio-
ners shortly after he arrived.

What can people do to help
Dr. Meagher serve the Cathe-
dral parish and the whole dio-
cese better?

“Stewardship of your time
and talent,” he stated. “I'm
not saying leave your own
parish, but come here for the
diocesan events, join the dioc-
esan choir and sing out!”

He suggested that people
who are interested in serving
in music ministries at their
home parish connect with the
diocesan chapter of the Na-
tional Association of Pastoral
Musicians.

“They offer great resources
and opportunities for your for-
mation, to help you share your
voice or your gift for playing an
instrument,” he said.

He asked for prayers to be
able to continue his work with

Andrew Meagher Ph.D., director of music for Cathedral of St. Joseph Par-
ish in Jefferson City, accompanies his wife, Katherine Meagher, while she
sings “The Holy City” at Mass on Palm Sunday in the Cathedral.

— Photo by Jay Nies

wisdom, patience and a gen-
tle, contrite heart.

Mrs. Meagher requested
prayers for peace in the world
and for people not to overlook
the gifts of people who have
disabilities.

“A church is not a building
— a church is a people!” Dr.
Meagher pointed out. “I try
to never lose track of the fact
that I am serving God’s people
and using music to help bring
them closer to him.”

Back/Neck Pain

PHYSICAL THERAPRPY

Joint Replacements
Gait/Balance Issues
Dizziness/Vertigo
Shoulder Injuries
Fall Prevention

Matthew Maasen, DPT

1705 Christy Dr. #200 | Jefferson City

(573) 659-5515
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ACROSS
the
Diocese

By Father Donald Antweiler

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
18.

21.

23.

27.

30.

31.

ACROSS
“Few States can match the
__ of Missouri, geologi-
cally, economically, cultur-
ally, historically and most
basically, in the particular
and unique space it occu-
pies,” —Guide to Americas
Heartland, by Tom Weil.
“Even though that cam-
paign was a very _____ one
for the first few weeks, it
was not an easy war. No
war is easy for those who
fight it,” —Up Front, by
Bill Mauldin.
Land of Lincoln State to
Mo.’s east (abbr.).
“This people honors me
with their __, but their
hearts are far from me,”
(Matthew 15:8).
“Gov't. relations (lobbying)
was repulsive but paid so
well that every D.C. law
firm had __ wings of
lawyers greasing the skids,”
—The Street  Lawyer, by

John Grisham.
“At last came the day when
I took the to Evan-

ston, ‘Home, announced
a big sign on the station
platform, ‘of the Wom-
en’s Christian Temperance
Union,” —A Life on the
Road, by Charles Kuralt.
Grain for Dobbin, perhaps.
“Mo. was a Civil War bor-
der State, and still is, bor-
dering the nation’s regions
from its position ____ in
the middle,” —Weil, ibid.
Abbr. for the Jewish sab-
bath day.

“The terms ‘back East,
‘out West,” ‘up North,” and
‘down South,” have greater
__ if you're standing in
Missouri than almost any-
where else,” —Weeil, ibid.
The = of the small
Church steeple bell was in-
viting,

Lions den prophet; after
Ezekiel (abbr.).

“Perhaps the best proof
that there is intelligent Life

W

35.

38.

39.
41.

42.

44,

47.

51.

53.
54.

56.

57.

58.

60.

6l.

62.

4.

in__ Space is the fact it
hasnt come here,” —Ar-
thur C. Clarke.

“Rapp preferred running
an ____ with an under-
staffed team over risking
a new recruit who might
get the entire team killed,”
—The Last Man, by Vince
Flynn.

“History was happening,
and though we were only
_ years old and far
away from the game, we
felt as if we were a part of
it,” —Calico Joe, by John
Grisham.

In real estate, letters for
Living Room.

Leaning tower city.

“Tripp was his new busi-
ness associate. He couldnt
_ him out like a sock
with a hole in it,” —Mur-
der, Sonoran Style, by Kathy
McIntosh.

“Missouri is __ States
from both the east and west
coasts, — Weil, ibid.
“Southwestern ~ Missou-
ri __ equidistant from
Maine and California, —
Weil, ibid.

“We will see our country
free, or we too, will die.
There is no ____ future
before us,” —People of the
Book, by Geraldine Brooks.
The debate team coach
gave arousing __ talk to
the team to motivate their
performance.

& __; root beer brand.
The _ used in the Sac-
rament of the Sick is con-
secrated only for use in that
sacrament.

“__ missa est”; in English
“Go, (the Mass) is ended”;
ending words of a Latin
Mass.

A gorilla or orangutan.
“The northern Corn Belt in
Missouri, with its commer-
cial farms and small
dips down to the Mo. Riv-
er,” —Weil, ibid.

“In 1540, Coronado, ac-
companied by Fr. Niza,
traveled as _ north as
modern-day Wichita, Kan-
sas,” —Historic Missions ¢
Churches of the Arizona-So-
nora Borderlands, by Rich-
ard J. Morgan, Jr.

“...all the male firstlings of
your animals shall belong
to the Lord. Every first-
born of an you shall
redeem with a sheep,” (Ex-
odus 13:12-13).

Letters for Major League

64.
66.

68.
69.

70.
71.

10.

11.

Baseball.

Prefix for dermis or center.
“There are only the sounds
of shouts far across the wa-
ter and now and then the
echoed thunk of an
on a boat hull,” —The
Christian Science Monitor,
Michael S. Hopkins, 2020.
Q through U.

A traditional Japanese (of-
ten ornate) case used to
hold small items like med-
icine or seals, typically sus-
pended from the obi (sash)
of a kimono.

4th book of the Bible.
“Missouri has been called
the  State of America,”
—Weil, ibid.

DOWN
“You eat meat and drink
wine: ‘Eat and drink, for
tomorrow we 7 (Isa-
iah 22:13).
“Tis better to bear the

we have than fly to others
that we know not of)” —
Hamlet, Shakespeare.
Napoleons first island of
exile.

Newport in this State is fa-
mous for sailing and Gild-
ed Age mansions (abbr.).
“As a Missouri State doc-
ument once _____ of Mo.:
Not middle America but
the middle of America,” —
Weil, ibid.

“According to John (Gos-
pel, Revelation), Mary
____ second Eve and the
woman of Genesis 3:15,
the mother of the Messi-
ah whose offspring would
conquer Satan and undo
the Fall of Adam and Eve
precisely by dying on the
cross,” —Jesus and the Jew-
ish Roots of Mary, by Brant
Pitre (2 wds.).

“For however many are
the promises of God, their
__isin him...” (2 Corin-
thians 1:20).

(abbr) Leonard
Wood, on the bottom edge
of our diocese, since 2000
has been home to the Army
Engineer, Chemical, and
Military Police Schools. It
covers 62,000 acres.

With all the scratches and
cuts from clearing brush
and chopping wood last
summer, [ sure used my
share of band-____!

4th year high school stu-

dent (abbr.).
“T used to walk barefoot to
the (Marine) __ camp
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2 3 4 5 6

9 10 11

12

13

.14

17

17.

19. ©

20.

22.

24.

25.

26.

towing a red wagon filled
with quart jars of milk
from our cows and sugar
cookies my grandmother
had baked. It never took
more than a few minutes to
sell out,” —Kuralt, ibid.

“I want people to know
that there is a light at the
endofthe " —Amber
Mark, singer.

culpa”; in English,
“(through) my fault”; orig-
inally from the Latin Con-
fiteor at the start of Mass.
Letters after a member
of the order of the Con-
gregation of the Mission,
founded by St. Vincent de
Paul (i.e., the Vincentians).
They have a long history in
Missouri.

“One of the myths of our
scientific ____ is the naive
belief that science is a dis-
passionate seeker after truth
and not a tool by those who
are most powerful to in-
crease their wealth and pow-
er further,” —Further Up &
Further In: Understanding
Narnia, by Joseph Pearce.
4-week Church season for
Christmas preparation.
“Kansas Rangers were a
real menace to the rebels in
northwest Mo. for they had
__ daydreaming feeling
of humanity to spare the
rebels and the bullets in
their revolvers were never
rusty,” —Longer Than a
Man’s Lifetime in Missouri,
by Gert Goebel.

“Missouri is two States
from Canada, and two
States from the )

27.

28.
29.
32.
33.
36.
37.
40.

43.
45.

46.

47.

48.

49.
50.

51.

Weil, ibid.

“The center of the U.S.
s centered in Mo.,
near Hartville, Mo. in
Wright County,” —Weil,
ibid.

Prefix for cure or center.
Pasture.

Prefix for angle or cycle.
Fish eggs.

Prefix for teem or chew.
The Royals belong in the
AL; the Cards in the .
“Blessed are the clean of
heart, for they will
God,” (Matthew 5:8).

Vice President.

__ Jima was the costly
Pacific WW II battle where
American Marines famous-
ly raised the Stars and
Stripes over Mt. Suribachi
in Feb. 1945.

“He was too stunned to
respond. How could you
possibly, humanly forgive
a drunk who slaughtered
your two less than
seventy-two hours earlier?”
—Sycamore Row, by John
Grisham.

Medical abbr. letters for
‘oculus laevus,” Latin for
“left eye.”

“The South of Mo., with its
__, timber, small farms
and growth of industry,
retirement and  people,
comes as far north as the
Mo. River,” —Weil, ibid.
Ora _____ Labora; Benedic-
tine motto.

Penalty calling football offi-
cial (abbr.).

“The book says that chil-

CLUES continued on page 21
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dren need love, trust, af-
fection...and discipline.
The book hit the scene as
permissive-_____ experts
were waning,” —review of
Dare to Discipline (1970)
by James Dobson, in
100 Christian Books that
Changed the Century, by

William Petersen & Randy
Petersen.
52. “The West in Mo. be-

gins either at St. Louis or
St. Joseph, depending on
which ___ of history you
choose,” —Weil, ibid.

55. “No, that one shall not be
your heir; your own ____
shall be your heir,” (Genesis
15:4).

59.

62.

63.

65.

67.
69.

“Filipinos everywhere are
known for their love of
God, fervent piety and
their __ devotion to
Our Lady and her rosa-
ry!” —Pope Francis at the
Cathedral of the Immacu-
late Conception in Manila,
Philippines.

Possible letters before a
wife’s name.

Letters for British Thermal
Unit, the measure of ener-
gy for air conditioners, fur-
naces and heat pumps.
First syllable for view or
side.

Chemical letters for gold.
Pope St. John Paul .
See ANSWERS, page 23

Pope thanks medical
team that cared for him

Pope Francis receives a chocolate Easter egg during a meeting at
the Vatican April 16, 2025, with the heath care workers and medi-
cal staff who cared for him during his hospitalization.

By Justin McLellan
Catholic News Service

— CNS photo/Justin McLellan

Vatican City

Pope Francis personally thanked the health care workers and
medical staff who cared for him in Rome’s Gemelli hospital for
38 days while he recovered from respiratory infections.

“Thank you, thank you above all for what you did,” the pope
told leaders and staff from Gemelli hospital, the Catholic Univer-
sity of the Sacred Heart — which oversees the facility — and the

Vatican’s health department.

The 20-minute meeting took place April 16 in a room behind
the Vatican’s Paul VI Audience Hall and included about 70 peo-

ple, the Vatican press office said.

“Thank you,” the pope said, gesturing toward Elena Beccalli,
rector of the Catholic University of the Sacred Heart. “When
women are in charge, things go (forward),” he joked with a smile.

Daniele Franco, president of the board of directors of the
Gemelli Foundation, opened the meeting with greetings, Easter
wishes and words of support for the pope’s ongoing recovery.

In response, Pope Francis told the group, “I pray for you;
please, do so for me, thank you. And thank you for your service
in the hospital, very good, keep it up.”

The meeting with the medical staff was the pope’s first public
meeting since he was discharged from the hospital.
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FR. KAPAUN

From page 12

said  Archbishop-designate
McKnight.

The chaplain’s ministry
was one of radical presence:
“To have a sense that some-
one cared for them that
much in their hellhole, who
was there with them,” the
archbishop-designate said.

Lord of the dance

Archbishop-designate
McKnight was  working
at the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ headquar-
ters in Washington, D.C., in
2013 when President Barack
Obama posthumously pre-

sented Fr. Kapaun the Con-  venerable Father Emil Kapaun (1916-
51), a U.S. Army chaplain, is pictured

gressional Medal of Honor.

“I was very fortunate to in an undated portrait.
— OSV News photo/St. Louis Review home state.

be at the ceremonies at the
White House and the Penta-
gon and to see some incredible
things from the inside,” said
Archbishop-designate Mc-
Knight.

One of these involved a
young man waltzing in the
White House entryway.

“This  young man from
a country parish was in a
pole-vaulting accident in his
senior year in high school, leav-
ing him paralyzed,” said Arch-
bishop-designate  McKnight.
“He wasn’t expected to survive,
let alone ever walk again.”

The young man’s inexplica-
ble recovery took place in the
months after his injury, fol-
lowing fervent appeals to God
through Fr. Kapaun’s interces-
sion.

“So, there at the White
House, the Marine Band was
playing music for the recep-
tion, and this young man had
his eye on this cute young
woman, and he just went up
and asked her to dance, and
she said, ‘okay,” and they start-
ed dancing,” the archbish-
op-designate recounted.

Almost everyone there knew
his story. They all stood aside
and basked in what was likely
the aftermath of a miracle.

“You see? That happened in
our White House!” Archbish-
op-designate McKnight noted.
“The seat of the presidency of
the United States.”

Homecoming
DNA testing in 2021 yield-
ed a match between Fr. Ka-
paun’s earthly remains in the
Hawaii repository and several

of his living relatives.

Once there was a positive
identification, his body could
be returned to Wichita for a
Mass of Christian Burial, some
50 years after his death.

It had all the trappings of a
state funeral.

“They had generals there,
they had a caisson and the
horses in Missing-Man Forma-
tion and all kinds of military
personnel involved,” the arch-
bishop-designate recalled.

Archbishop-designate  Mc-
Knight was able to return to
Wichita as a visiting prelate to
concelebrate the Funeral Mass
at a local convention center,
the only venue large enough
to accommodate a crowd that
size.

Afterward came a military
procession from the conven-
tion center to the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception
in Wichita, where a crypt had
been built for Fr. Kapaun.

Archbishop-designate  Mc-
Knight then participated in the
burial service for Fr. Kapaun
in the same cathedral where
the archbishop-designate was
ordained to the Priesthood in
1994.

“Fr. Kapaun is a role mod-
el for all of us who profess
the Christian faith, not just
priests,” he stated at the time
of the funeral and burial. “I
am honored to participate in
this historic funeral and pray
that his example will inspire
all priests throughout the
world.”

Also attending the Mass was
Father Derek Hooper, a Kansas

native and current parochial
administrator of St. Joseph
Parish in Martinsburg, Sa-
cred Heart Parish in Van-
dalia and the Mission of St.
John in Laddonia.

Fr. Hooper has held a
strong devotion to Fr. Ka-
paun since his own time of
serving in the Army.

“The life of Fr. Emil Ka-
paun is one that we can all
look to for comfort and en-
couragement,” Fr. Hooper
stated in 2021.

To each his own
Archbishop-designate
McKnight will soon serve as
metropolitan archbishop of
Kansas City in Kansas, his

He anticipates with great
hope the day when God will
send more miracles to reveal
that the archbishop-designate’s
fellow Kansan, Venerable Fr.
Kapaun, is truly a saint in
heaven.

Archbishop-designate
McKnight said there’s no way
in this life to know whether
Fr. Kapaun possessed such in-
tense holiness and the capaci-
ty for martyrdom throughout
his life, or whether the prison
camp served as a crucible for
purifying that holiness.

“Either way, he took steps
all along to get himself there,
relying always on God’s help,”
the archbishop-designate stat-
ed.

He reemphasized that holi-
ness looks different on every-
body.

“That’s an important thing
for us to remember,” he said.
“Because if we start comparing
ourselves to other people, we're
going to feel as though we're
never gonna’ measure up.

“What we have to discover
are the ways in which God IS
calling all of us to holiness,” he
said. “Fr. Kapaun found his.”

More  information — about
Fr. Kapaun’s life, ministry and
sainthood cause can be found

at frkapaun.org.

Contributing to this report
were Gina Christian of OSV
News; Christopher Riggs, editor
of Catholic Advance in Wichita;
and Jean M. Schildz, formerly a
reporter for the St. Louis Review
in St. Louis.
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Fundraisers &

Meetings &

THINGS TO DO

Eventos del

The Catholic Missourian

Faith Formation &

Social Events Conferences Ministerio Hispano Spiritual Renewal
Apr. 18 Every Tuesday 26 abril Every Tuesday
Hannibal, K of C fish fry, 4:30-7 Jefferson  City, Divorced Columbia, Retiro de Jefferson City, "Tuesday With

pm

Apr. 25
Jefferson City, Helias Catholic
High School Marching Cru-
saders frivia night, 6-10 pm,
auxiliary gym; Loose Creek, K
of C Council 2027 drive-thru
chicken dinner, 4:30-7 pm, Im-
maculate Conception School

Apr. 25-26
Camdenton, St. Anthony Par-
ish SISTERS in Christ Spring
garage sale, Fri. 7 am-4 pm,
Sat. 7 am-2 pm, lower level of
church

Apr. 26

Jefferson City, Pregnancy
Help Center of Central Mo.
“Bubbles & Bounces 5K walk/
run,” with registration at 8:30
am, race at 9 am, Memorial
Park, for info or to register visit
friendsofphc.org

Apr. 27
Brinktown, Holy Guardian An-
gels Spring dinner, 11 am-4:30
pm

May 4
Vienna, K of C monthly break-
fast, 7:30-10:30 am; Vienna,
Visitation Parish Spring dinner,
11T am-5 pm

May 10
Jefferson City, Annual Stamp
Out Hunger Food Drive, 9
am-4 pm, Jefferson Street Post
Office

May 21
Columbia, Vitae Foundation
Pro-Life Event, with keynote
speaker Riley Gaines, 7-9 pm,
Country Club of Missouri, for
info or to register visit vitae
foundation.org/events

Catholics group, 6:30-8 pm,
Immaculate Conception Par-
ish's Emmaus Room

Every Wednesday & Saturday
Jefferson City, 12-Step Meet-
ings, 7-8 pm, Immaculate
Conception Parish’s Emmaus
Room

Apr. 21
Fayette, CMU Perry Lecture
on Faith and Science, featur-
ing “The Pope’'s Astronomer,
Brother Guy J. Consolmagno,
S.J., 7-8 pm, Central Methodist
University's Inman Lecture Hall

Apr. 22
Jefferson City, Seasons of
Hope grief support group (6-
week program), 6:15-8 pm,
St. Peter Parish's Fr. Ahren’s
Room, for info call 573-636-
8159

May 1

Columbia, Mid-Missouri Ul-
tfreya for Cursillo, 7-8 pm,
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
Flanagan Hall; Jefferson
City, MidWest March for Life,
9 am-2:30 pm, Missouri State
Capitol

May 16-18
St. Louis, 26th Annual St. Louis
Marian Conference, Renais-
sance St. Louis Airport Hotel,
forinfo or to register visit stimc.
org

May 21
Columbia, Vitae Foundation
Pro-Life Event, with keynote
speaker Riley Gaines, 7-9 pm,
Country Club of Missouri, for
info or to register visit vitae
foundation.org/events

Quinceanera, 9am-3 pm, igle-
sia de Sagrado Corazdén, para
mds informacién contacte el
equipo de quinceanera de
su parroquia; Sedalia, Sesién:
Plan Pastoral, 9 am-12 pm,
capilla de San Patricio; Seda-
lia, Curso Infroductorio de
Planificacién Familiar Natural,
9 am-12 pm, capilla de San
Patricio (sétano)

26-27 abril
Marshall, Retiro de Jovenes,
iglesia de San Pedro

2-4 mayo
St. Martins, Retiro de Primave-
ra para Didconos, Saldn de los
Caballeros de Coldn

10 mayo
Columbia, Curso Introducto-
rio de Planificacién Familiar
Natural, 9 am-12 pm, iglesia
de Sagrado Corazdn, edificio
educativo

Faith,” small group discussions,
6:30-8 pm, Immaculate Con-
ception Parish’'s Pleus Hall, for
info, call 573-645-2478 or email
jimkemna@gmail.com

Every Friday
Jefferson  City, Centering
Prayer Group, 2-3 pm, Em-
maus Room, Immaculate
Conception Parish

Apr. 25-26

Jefferson City, “Heart of a Hero”
men’s conference, with Fr. An-
thony Viviano, Fr. Paul Clark,
Joe Heschmeyer and Dr. Pat
Caostle presenting, Cathedral of
St. Joseph's Cana Hall, for info
or to register visit menofsignum
crucis.com/mens-conference;
Creve Coeur, Encounter School
of Identity retreatf, St. Monica
Church, for info or fo register
visit encounterministries.reg
fox.com/school-of-identity-st-
louis-mo

To get your event listed here
and the diocesan calendar AND/OR

to request advertising, go to:

DIOJEFFCITY.ORG/EVENT-LISTING

17-18 mayo
Columbia, Retiro de Vida en
el Espiritu, iglesia de Sagrado
Corazdén

24 mayo
Jefferson City, Retiro de
Quinceanera, 9 am-3 pm, ig-
lesia de San Pedro, para mds
informacioén contacte el equi-
po de quinceanera de su par-
roquia

30 mayo
Marshall, Convivio Diocesano
Juvenil, 10 am-4:30 pm, iglesia
de San Pedro

Leaving your job?

Let's talk about your options.

Suite 109

Parishioner

Gina N. Mauller, CFP®
Financial Advisor

11 South Fairview Road

Columbia MO 65203
573-445-7671

+ Plumbing

+ Central Vacuum
Systems

+« Water Filters
+ Water Softeners

615 A Clark Ave
Jefferson City

573-636-9661

www.SchrimpfPlumbing.com

May 5
Columbia, Monthly CoMo
Charismatic  Prayer gather-
ing, 7-8:30 pm, Korean Martyrs
Room, St. Thomas More New-
man Center Parish

May 16-18
Conception, MO, Encoun-
tering Christ silent retreat for
men, for info visit conception
abbey.org/guests/upcom
ing-retreats

May 23-25
Conception, MO, Encoun-
tering Christ silent retreat for
women, for info visit concep
tionabbey.org/guests/up
coming-retreats

May 30-Jun. 1
Conception, MO, Encoun-
tering Christ silent retreat for
men, for info visit conception
abbey.org/guests/upcom
ing-retreats

Liturgical

April 18, 2025

May 12
Jefferson City, Monthly com-
munity prayer hour for support
of our diocesan priests, 5:30-
6:30 pm, Immaculate Con-
ception Church

May 13
Jefferson City, Monthly com-
munity prayer hour and Mass
for Vocations to the Priest-
hood and Religious Life to the
Priesthood and Religious Life,
with Adoration at 4:30 pm, Ro-
sary at 5 pm and Mass at 5:30
pm, Immaculate Conception
Church; Starkenburg, Second
Tuesday Mass, with the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation at 11
am, Rosary 11:40 am, Angelus
and Mass at noon, Shrine of
Our Lady of Sorrows, followed
by luncheon in Valentine Hall

Youth &
Young Adults

First Wednesdays each month

Jefferson City, Rooted/Con-
nected/Searching in Com-
munity young adult group,
5-8 pm, Immaculate Con-
ception Parish's Pleus Hall,
for info visit icangels.com/
youngadults

Jun. 8-12
Union, MO, Camp Lolek Ses-
sion 1 for junior high boys, for
info or to register visit diojeff
city.org/youth-ministry

Jun. 15-19
Union, MO, Camp Lolek Ses-
sion 2 for junior high girls, for
info or to register visit diojeffci
ty.org/youth-ministry

Jul. 13-18
Camdenton, Camp Macca-
bee Session 1 for high school
boys, for info or to register visit
diojeffcity.org/youth-ministry;
Shelbina, Camp Siena Session
1 for high school girls, for info
or to register visit diojeffcity.
org/youth-ministry

Jul. 20-25
Camdenton, Camp Macca-
bee Session 2 for high school
boys, for info or to register visit
diojeffcity.org/youth-ministry;
Shelbina, Camp Siena Session
2 for high school girls, for info
or to register visit diojeffcity.
org/youth-ministry

Health &
Wellness

Apr. 18
Sedalia, St. Vincent de Paul
Parish live Stations of the Cross
procession from Sacred Heart
Chapel to St. Patrick Chapel,
3-4 pm

Apr. 30
Meta, Blood drive, 2-6 pm, Cit-
izens Civic League
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Anniversaries

April 18, 2025

Birthdays

Tipton, St. Andrew
Virgil & Mary Jane Koechner, 69 years
Mitch & Janet Lutz, 55 years
Duane & Rhonda Huhmann, 50 years

Taos, St. Francis Xavier
Frank & LaVerne Twehous, 65 years

Baptisms

Mary’s Home, Our Lady of Snows —
Liam Michael Schulte, son of Cody
& Rebekah Kempker

Palmyra, St. Joseph — Rylie Vee
Leftwich, daughter of Taylor &
Natalie Leftwich; Alexander H.
Orig, son of Lorenz Marie Orig &
Joshua Lee Yakle

Salisbury, St. Joseph — Adajayne
Leann (Adelaide) Pancoast,
daughter of Christa Pancoast

Westphalia, St. Joseph — Ella Mae
Plassmeyer, daughter of Jacob &
Erin Plassmeyer

Tipton, St. Andrew — Virgil Koechner,
his 95th on Apr. 15

Deaths

Jefferson City, Immaculate
Conception — Alfred Lueckenhoff

Mary’s Home, Our Lady of Snows —
Ronald Morff

Salisbury, St. Joseph — Donald M. Fox

Taos, St. Francis Xavier — Rita J.

Kerperin

Westphalia, St. Joseph — Constance
Reichart

diojeffcity.
org

STUART WOLFE

From page 9

the fact that I am not in jail testifies more to God’s mercy and grace than it does to

my goodness.

On the other hand, sidestepping the sinful and destructive choices that brought
these women to where they are doesn’t help them either. Seeing them as separate from
their sins and loving them where they are might. But that is only possible when we are
honest with ourselves about the seriousness of sin.

If the Cross of Christ shows us anything, it is that loving sinners requires a will-
ingness to suffer. There are no discounts, shortcuts or tricks. The good shepherd who
leaves the 99 to search for the one is the same good shepherd who lays down his life
for the sheep. Loving sinners will cost us everything. And that’s why it has the power

to make us more like Christ.

Jaymie Stuart Wolfe is a sinner, Catholic convert, freelance writer and editor, musician,
speaker, pet-aholic, wife and mom of eight grown children, loving life in New Orleans.

HEAVENLY FATHER,

SEND YOUR HoLy SPIRIT UPON US

7O INFLAME OUR HEARTS AND ENLIGHTEN
OUR MINDS

AS BAPTIZED MEMBERS

OF THE ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC AND
APOSTOLIC CHURCH

PRESENT IN THE DIOCESE OF JEFFERSON
qIry.

HELP US TO DISCERN YOUR HOLY WILL FOR
OUR CHURCH

AS THE BODY OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD.

MAY WE SHAPE OUR FUTURE TOGETHER

BY EMBRACING OUR MISSION

A PRAYER FOR OUR DIOCESE

70 BE SANCTUARIES OF MERCY

AND CENTERS OF CHARITY.

OPEN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS

SO THAT OUR PARISH COMMUNITIES

WILL THRIVE IN THE SPIRITUALITY OF
STEWARDSHIP

AND WITH A CULTURE OF CO-
RESPONSIBILITY.

MAY WE BE EVER MORE STRONGLY UNITED

IN OUR CATHOLIC FAITH, PRAYER AND
COMMUNAL LIFE.

THIS WE ASK THROUGH CHRIST OUR [ORD.

AMEN,

— ARCHBISHOP-DESIGNATE W. SHAWN MCKNIGHT

PEOPLE

SILECCHIA
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From page 9

to the care of a loving mother is good
news.

A Roman centurion, caught up in the
most ignoble of executions, declared in
awe at Christ’s death “[T]ruly this man
was the Son of God.” For reasons I can’t
quite explain, that exclamation touches
my heart every time I read it. When the
most unlikely of people recognizes the
glory of God in the darkest of hours,
that is good news.

Joseph of Arimathea was, by scrip-
tural accounts, wealthy and highly
ranked. He donated a grave in which
to bury Christ with dignity and care.
When someone of rank and privilege
does a kindness for one who has suf-
fered so much, that is good news.

And, in the early hours of a remark-
able Sunday, the best of all good news
came. In the Great Vigil of Easter, light
bursts through the darkness with the
glorious simplicity of the Gospel words,
“He has been raised. He is not here.”

“He is not here.” He is not here in
the darkness of a tomb, in the agony of
Gethsemane, in the corrupt court of Pi-
late, in the midst of a jeering crowd, in
the embrace of a betrayer, on the path
to Golgotha, or in the last hours of a
brutal execution.

“He has been raised.” That is the
Good News! That is the Good News
that dispels the darkness. This was not
merely the Good News to brighten a
Sunday morning nearly two thousand
years ago. This Good News dispels the
darkness for all eternity. Even in a world
that still knows all too much of the sor-
rowful, sinful and sad, this Good News
can also brighten our ordinary times.

May God bless you and yours with a

joyous Eastertide!

Lucia A. Silecchia is a Professor of
Law and Associate Dean for Faculty Re-
search at the Columbus School of Law at
the Catholic University of America. “On
Ordinary Times” is a biweekly column re-
Slecting on the ways to find the sacred in

the simple. Email her at silecchia@cua.
edu.

PASSPORT ——

From page 4

Jesus presented himself as the fulfill-
ment of a new jubilee when he told the
assembly at the synagogue these words
from the Book of Isaiah — “The Spirit
of God is upon me, for he has anoint-
ed me to announce a year of favor for
the Lord and a day of vindication by
our God, to comfort all who mourn”
— which were being fulfilled in their
hearing.

Pope Boniface VIII called the
Church to celebrate her first holy year
in 1300. Since then, holy years have
been times for repentance, forgive-
ness, reconciliation, special blessings,
prayers, pilgrimages and commitment
to Christ.

Pope Francis called for this year’s
Jubilee observance — a quarter-cen-
tury past the Church’s Great Jubilee
2000 celebrating the beginning of the
third millennium of Christianity — to
be a “pilgrimage of hope.”

Christians must “abound in hope”
to be credible witnesses of God’s love,
the pope wrote in a document formal-
ly proclaiming the current Holy Year.

QUESTION

From page 8

to her words, ‘About Jesus Christ and
the Church, I simply know they’re just
one thing,’ this affirmation, cited in
the Catechism of the Catholic Church
(n. 795), has a truly heroic character in
the context of [her] Trial of Condem-
nation, before her judges, men of the
Church who were persecuting and con-
demning her. In the Love of Jesus Joan
found the strength to love the Church
to the very end, even at the moment she
was sentenced.”

Jenna Marie Cooper, who holds a li-
centiate in canon law, is a consecrated vir-
gin and a canonist whose column appears

Like Us On
facebook

Diocese of Jefferson City

weekly at OSV News. Send your questions
to CatholicQA@osv.com.

Crossword
puzzle answers
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Da Vinci would be proud Out the land of Egypt

The fourth-graders at Holy Family School in Hannibal created this life-size display of the Last Supper
for Holy Week. — Photo from the Holy Family School — Hannibal Facebook page

Celestial voices

Father Mike Coleman, pastor of Holy Spirit Parish in Centralia, joins
the fifth-graders in his parish religious education program as they
learned about the Seder Meal, which God commanded the Israel-
ites and their descendants to celebrate each year in commemora-
tion of their deliverance from slavery in Egypt. Jesus celebrated a
Seder Meal as his Last Supper with his apostles the evening before
his passion and death. — Photo from Fr. Mike Coleman’s Facebook page

What wondrous love!

The St. Stanislaus Children’s Choir gathers for a photo in the choir loft of St. Stanislaus Church in
Wardsville after leading the singing at Mass on Palm Sunday.
— Photo from the St. Stanislaus Catholic Church Wardsville Facebook page

Hosanna to the Son of David

The second- and sev-
enth-grade CCD class-
es at St. Anthony of
Padua Parish in St.
Anthony present the
Shadow Stations of
the Cross on April 12.
— Photo from the St.
Anthony / St. Lawrence
Catholic Churches
Facebook page

Fourth- and fifth-graders at St. Joseph School in Salisbury separate the palms that would be distribut-
ed at church on Palm Sunday. — Photo from the St Joseph Catholic Church -Salisbury, MO Facebook page
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Bible Accent

As the first Christian community continued to grow, the
apostles came to realize that they needed assistants.

In Acts 6, we read that the Hellenists complained to the
apostles that their widows were being neglected during the dai-
ly distribution of food to the Christian community’s needy.

The apostles called the community together.

“It is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve
at table,” the apostles said. “Brothers, select from among you
seven reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom
we shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves
to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

The community agreed with the apostles’ proposal.

So they chose Stephen, a man filled with faith and the Holy
Spirit, as well as Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas
and Nicholas of Antioch, who was a convert to Judaism.

The men were presented to the apostles, who prayed and
laid hands on them.

The word of God continued to spread, and the number of
the followers in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a large group
of priests were becoming obedient to the faith.

St. Matthias

After Jesus returned

to heaven, the

apostles set about

replacing Judas Is-

cariot, the apostle

who betrayed Je-

sus. St. Matthias and

Joseph called Bars-

abbas were sug-

gested. Each man

met the condition

set down by Pe-

ter in Acts 1:21-22:

that he “accompa-

nied us the whole

time the Lord Jesus

came among us,

beginning from the

baptism of John un-

til the day on which

he was taken up

from us.” After praying first, the apostles chose Matthias
by drawing lots. Later traditions had Matthias evangeliz-
ing in Judea, Cappadocia (now Turkey) or Ethiopia be-
fore being martyred. We remember him on May 14.

April 18, 2025

Puzzle

KIDS CHRONICLE
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The apostles did many signs
and wonders among the people

By Jennifer Ficcaglia
Catholic Courier

After Jesus returned to heav-
en, the apostles did many signs
and wonders among the peo-
ple.

The sick were carried into
the streets and laid on cots and
mats so when Peter came by,
his shadow might fall on them
and they would be healed.
Many people from towns in
the vicinity of Jerusalem also
brought the sick and those dis-
turbed by unclean spirits, and
they were all cured.

During this time, many
people came to believe in Jesus.

The high priest and the Sad-
ducees were jealous and had
the apostles placed in jail.

During the night, an an-
gel of God came to the jail,
opened the doors and led the
apostles out.

“Go and take your place in
the Temple area, and tell the
people everything about this
life,” the angel said.

The apostles went to the
Temple area early in the morn-
ing and taught.

When the high priest and
his companions arrived at the
Temple, they convened the
Sanhedrin, the full senate of
the Israclites, and sent for the
apostles.

But the court officers who
went to the jail reported that
the apostles were not there,
even though the doors were
locked and guards were on
duty.

Another report came in that

Using the hints provided, put a T next to the sentences about the first Chris-
tian community that are true and an F next to the ones that are false.

1. Community members shared the money they made from selling their

property and possessions. (Acts 2:45)

2. Ananias and his wife, Mary, sold some property and gave all the mon-

ey to the community. (Acts 5:1-2)

3. Once when the Christian community prayed together, the place

where they were gathered shook. (Acts 4:31)

4. Some members of the Christian community complained that their

widows were being neglected. (Acts 6:1)
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the apostles were teaching in
the Temple area. They were
brought before the Sanhedrin,
and the high priest questioned
them.

“We gave you strict orders
(did we not?) to stop teaching
in that name,” he said.

“We must obey God rather
than men,” Peter replied. “The
God of our ancestors raised Je-
sus (and) ... exalted him at his
right hand as leader and savior
to grant Israel repentance and
forgiveness of sins. We are wit-
nesses of these things, as is the
Holy Spirit that God has given
to those who obey him.”

Peter’s response angered

the Sanhedrin members, who
wanted to put the apostles to
death. One member, a Pharisee
named Gamaliel, said to let the
apostles go.

“For if this endeavor or this
activity is of human origin,
it will destroy itself,” he said.
“But if it comes from God,
you will not be able to destroy
them; you may even find your-
selves fighting against God.”

Read more about it...
Acts 5
1. Who was jealous of the
apostles?
2. Who released the apostles
from jail?

What did the
Sanhedrin do to
the apostles before
releasing them?
(Hint: Acts 5:40)
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Planning for death is

as natural for the Christian

as planning for life.
Having a will is good

stewardship and planning

of your assets.
Remember to always

take care of your family, and

consider taking care of

your parish family long after

you are gone.

Have you already remembered your
parish or school in your estate plans?
Please let us know!

Planned Giving

LEAVING A LEGACY

Jake Seifert

Director of Development
573-635-9127 x-227
development@diojeffcity.org

DIOCESE OF JEFFERSON CITY
2207 W Main | PO Box 104900
Jefferson City, MO 65110-4900
diojeffcity.org
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Bible-based films
for Holy Week and Eastertide

By John Mulderig
OSV News

From the silent era
through the mid-1960s,
Bible-based films consti-
tuted a reliable staple of
Hollywood’s output. Di-
rectors both famous and
obscure mined the Scrip-
tures for stories they could
bring to the big screen,
with results that ranged
from the reverential to the
exploitative.

Today, many of these
films are available for
streaming. With Easter
approaching, viewers of
faith may want to dip into
this store of vintage of-
ferings, especially in search of
pictures suitable for the whole
family.

Following, in alphabetical
order, are capsule reviews of
some biblically-themed pro-
ductions, including their OSV
News classifications. Unless
otherwise noted, they have not
been assigned a Motion Picture
Association rating.

“Ben-Hur” (1959)
Director William Wyler’s
classic Hollywood epic fol-
lows the Jewish prince of the

ments.”

Charlton Heston stars as Moses in a scene
from the 1956 movie “The Ten Command-
— OSV News photo/ABC

title (Charlton Heston) after
he’s betrayed by his boyhood
Roman friend (Stephen Boyd)
and subjected to much misery
until finally achieving retribu-
tion for all his suffering. The
narrative’s conventional melo-
drama is transformed by the
grand scale of its spectacle, es-
pecially the chariot race, and
by the stirring performances
of its principals who manage
to overcome the story’s cliches
and stereotypes. The OSV
News classification is A-I —
general patronage. The Motion

The mark of excellence
for five generations.

302 South Fifth
Hannibal, Missouri

573.221.8188 « www.jamesodonnel Ifuneralhome.com

© 2018 The James O’Donnell Funeral Home, Inc

Peter B Myren
Financial Advisor

744 W Stadium Blvd Suite F2
Jefferson City, MO 65109

573-635-1454
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College and retirement —
yes, you can save for both.

Call to schedule a one-on-one.

MEDIA

Picture Association rating
is G — general audiences.

All ages admitted.

“The Bible” (1966)

Six  episodes  from
Genesis (Creation, Adam
and Eve, Cain and Abel,
Noah, the Tower of Babel
and Abraham) are pic-
tured as literally as they
were written, largely leav-
ing their interpretation to
the viewer. John Huston
directs, narrates and plays
the part of Noah in this
reverent but entertaining
spectacular.

George C. Scott as
Abraham takes acting
honors among a cast that in-
cludes Ava Gardner, Richard
Harris, Ulla Bergryd and Mi-
chael Parks. The OSV News
classification is A-I — general
patronage.

“Godspell” (1973)

Sparkling screen version of
a musical based loosely on the
Gospel according to Matthew,
featuring an  off-Broadway
cast with Victor Garber as the
Christ figure and David Has-
kell as both John the Baptist
and Judas. What makes the
movie so high-spirited is direc-
tor David Greene’s turning the
entire city of New York into a
giant stage which is used strik-
ingly for presenting the para-
bles in imaginative skits, many
of which serve as springboards
for irresistible tunes, such as

“Day by Day” and “God Save
the People!” The OSV News

[ On air
Mustard Seed
Sunday Scripture readings
and reflections
Sundays, 10:06 am, KWIX-
AM 1230, Moberly
Sundays, 8 am, KRLL-AM
1420, California

EWTN and other
Catholic programming
Covenant Radio Network
broadcasts
KHJR 88.1 FM, Jefferson City
KBKC 90.1 FM, Moberly
KEFL 91.5 FM, Kirksville
94.7 FM, Columbia
103.3 FM, Fulton
\K216GM 91.1 FM, Canton)
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Movie Ratings

&

General
Patronage

The King of Kings (PG)

2

Adults and
Adolescents

The Chosen: Last Supper - Part 1 (not rated)
The Last Supper (PG-13)

A Minecraft Movie (PG)

Snow White (PG)

Drop (PG-13)

Adults

Last Breath (PG-13)

The Woman in the Yard (PG-13)

Mickey 17 (R)

&

Limited Adult
Audience

Novocaine (R)

S22

Morally
Offensive

Death of a Unicorn (R)

A Working Man (R)

Ratings are supplied by OSV News Service.

classification is A-I — general

patronage. (G)

“The Gospel According to St.
Matthew” (1966)

Straightforward Italian dra-
matization of the evangelist’s
account of the life of Jesus
and his message of salvation
succeeds exceptionally well in
placing the viewer within the
Gospel events, avoiding the ar-
tificiality of most biblical mov-
ie epics. Director Pier Paolo
Pasolini is completely faithful
to the text while employing the
visual imagination necessary
for his realistic interpretation.
Subtitles. The OSV News clas-
sification is A-I — general pa-
tronage.

“The Greatest Story Ever Told”
(1965)

While not the greatest mov-
ie ever made, director George
Stevens’ vision of the Gospel
story presents a consistent, tra-
ditional view of Christ as God
incarnate.

The movie, despite its epic

Hollywood scale, is well-acted,
tastefully and realistically writ-
ten, beautifully photographed
and Max von Sydow’s believ-
able portrayal of Christ is the
most essential element in its
success. The OSV News clas-
sification is A-I — general pa-
tronage. (G)

“Jesus Christ Superstar”
(1973)

Screen version of the An-
drew Lloyd Webber-Tim Rice
musical adds a completely
new dimension and drive to
the music by virtue of a cine-
matography that enhances the
original songs but also threat-
ens to overwhelm them. Direc-
tor Norman Jewison presents a
visual recording, with optical
embellishment, of a perfor-
mance of the rock opera based
on the last days of Christ’s life
on earth, ending in his cruci-
fixion.

Entertaining as  musical
theater, it can also be seen as

See MOVIES, page 27
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*Monsignor Michael Fla-
nagan of Columbia, a retired
priest of the diocese, celebrat-
ing his 60th priestly anniver-
sary this year; and

eFather Joseph Corel, pas-
tor of St. Vincent de Paul
Parish of Pettis County, and
the bishop’s liaison for prison
ministry in the diocese, cele-
brating his 25th priestly anni-
versary this year.

“These jubilarians, and all
the priests concelebrating this
Mass today with their bishop,
have different histories, per-
sonalities, gifts and talents,”
said  Archbishop-designate
McKanight.

“But what we have in com-
mon is the sacramental frater-
nity of the ministerial Priest-
hood received by a special gift
of the Holy Spirit that config-
ures us to Christ, Head and
Shepherd of the Church.”

Seminarians and candi-
dates for the diaconate served
in various liturgical roles at
the Mass.

Lay representatives of each
of the five deaneries carried
banners in the opening pro-
cession and the recessional.

Mary Madelyn Mertes, as-
sistant director of catechetical
formation for the diocese, and
Erin Vader Ed.D., diocesan
superintendent of Catholic
schools, proclaimed the read-
ings.

The Diocesan Choir, con-
ducted by Andrew Meagher
Ph.D., director of music for
Cathedral of St. Joseph Parish,
and accompanied by organist
Annette Kehner, led the sing-
ing.

April 18, 2025

Monsignor Michael T. Flanagan, a retired priest of the diocese who
is celebrating his 60th priestly anniversary this year, prays part of

the Eucharistic Prayer at the Chrism Mass.

Student volunteers from
Helias Catholic High School
in Jefferson City served as
ushers.

Many hands

Sr. Ruth Ann Klauser of
the School Sisters of Notre
Dame; Sister Guadalupe Ruiz
of the Sisters of Charity of
the Incarnate Word; and Sis-
ter Kathleen Wegman of the
School Sisters of Notre Dame
presented the bread and wine
at the offertory.

In procession, four deacons
presented the oils for blessing
and consecration:

Deacon Mike Berendzen
of St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Taos, coordinator of Colum-
bia Catholic Hospital Minis-
try and diocesan director of
deacon life and ministry, pre-
sented the QOil of the Sick.

Deacon John Beaudoin of
St. Martin Parish in St. Mar-
tins, presented the Oil of Cat-
echumens.

Deacon Brad Jones of St.
Martin Parish in St. Martins,

— Photo by Annie Williams

who ministers in nursing
homes, presented the oil for
the Sacred Chrism.

Deacon Kenneth Wild-
haber Jr. of Immaculate Con-
ception DParish in Jefferson
City, who ministers in nursing
homes, presented the balsam
that would be mixed with the
Sacred Chrism, giving it its
sweet aroma.

Permanent deacons carried
the bottles of blessed oil and
consecrated Chrism down-
stairs to Cana Hall, where
they were sorted in order to be
sent to parishes in appropriate
quantities with each pastor.

During the Eucharistic
Prayer, the priests extended
their hands and pronounced
the words of consecration to-
gether, their voices rumbling
through the sanctuary.

The closing hymn was “Pil-
grims of Hope,” the official
hymn of the Jubilee Year of
Hope.

After Mass, the priests and
people gathered for a festive
reception in Cana Hall.

MOVIES

From page 26

a sincere if naive effort to
tell the story of Jesus in con-
temporary musical and ethical
terms. Some scenes require a
mature perspective. The OSV
News classification is A-III —

adults. (G)

“King of Kings” (1961)

Stolid ~ screen  spectacu-
lar presents the life of Christ
within the historical context
of Jewish resistance to Ro-
man rule.  Uncomfortably
cast in the title role is Jeffrey
Hunter, though more effective

are Siobhan McKenna as his
mother, Robert Ryan as John
the Baptist, Hurd Hatfield as
Pilate, Rip Torn as Judas and
Harry Guardino as Barabbas.
Directed by Nicholas Ray, the
script is preoccupied with the
period’s political unrest but
treats the Gospel account rev-
erentially, if with more dramat-
ic license than some might find
acceptable. The OSV News
classification is L — limited
adult audience, films whose
problematic content many
adults would find troubling.

“The Robe” (1953)

Reverent but plodding Gos-
pel-era story from the Lloyd
C. Douglas novel about a Ro-
man tribune (Richard Burton)
whose gambling wins Christ’s
robe at the crucifixion, but
who then fears the garment’s
power to bewitch him until
later becoming a Christian
martyr in Rome. Directed by
Henry Koster, the fictional
tale is sincere but dramatically
less than convincing in story
line and performances ranging
from wooden to scenery-chew-
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Sunday, Apr 20
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE

RESURRECTION OF
THE LORD

Acts 10:34a, 37-43

Ps. 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23

Col. 3:1-4 or 5:6b-8

Jn. 20:1-9 or Lk. 24:1-12 or,
at an afternoon or evening

Mass, Lk. 24:13-35

Monday, Apr 21
Acts 2:14, 22-33

Ps. 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11
Mzt. 28:8-15

Tuesday, Apr 22
Acts 2:36-41

Ps. 33:4-5, 18-20, 22
Jn. 20:11-18

Wednesday, Apr 23
Acts 3:1-10

Ps. 105:1-4, 6-9
Lk. 24:13-35

Thursday, Apr 24
Acts 3:11-26

Ps. 8:2ab, 5-9
Lk. 24:35-48

Friday, Apr 25

Acts 4:1-12

Ps. 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a
Tn. 21:1-14

Saturday, Apr 26
Acts 4:13-21

Ps. 118:1, 14-21
Mk. 16:9-15

The Holy Father’s prayer
intentions for April:

Let us pray that the use of the
new technologies will not replace
human relationships, will respect
the dignity of the person, and will

help us face the crises of our times.

Daily Readings

Sponsored by

Expert Care Close to Home
i

Sunday, Apr 27
SECOND SUNDAY OF

EASTER (OR SUNDAY
OF DIVINE MERCY)

Acts 5:12-16

Ps. 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

Rv. 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19

Jn. 20:19-31

Monday, Apr 28
St. Peter Chanel, priest and martyr; St.

Louis Grignion de Montfors, priest
Acts 4:23-31
Ps. 2:1-9
Jn. 3:1-8

Tuesday, Apr 29

St. Catherine of Siena, virgin
and doctor of the Church

Acts 4:32-37

Ps. 93:1abcd-2, 5

Jn. 3:7b-15

Wednesday, Apr 30
St. Pius 'V, pope

Acts 5:17-26

Ps. 34:2-9

Jn. 3:16-21

Thursday, May 1
St. Joseph the Worker

Acts 5:27-33
Ps. 34:2,9, 17-20
Jn. 3:31-36

Friday, May 2
St.  Athanasius, bishop

doctor of the Church
Acts 5:34-42
Ps. 27:1, 4, 13-14
Jn. 6:1-15

and

Saturday, May 3
Ss. Philip and James, apostles

1 Cor. 15:1-8
Ps. 19:2-5
Jn. 14:6-14

P
SSMHealth.

St. Mary’s Hospital
JEFFERSON CITY

ing, with the resulting inspi-
ration more in the eye of the
beholder than on the screen.
Stylized violence and veiled
sexual references. The OSV
News classification is A-I —
general patronage.

“The Ten Commandments”
(1956)

Less an inspirational sto-
ry based on biblical sources
than a dramatic vehicle with a
sense of history, director Cecil

B. DeMille’s epic production
offers some spectacular re-cre-
ations, excellent technical ef-
fects and good acting from a
fine cast, including Charlton
Heston as Moses, Yul Brynner,
Anne Baxter, Edward G. Rob-
inson and many other stars of
the era. The OSV News clas-
sification is A-I — general pa-

tronage. (G)

John Mulderig is media re-
viewer for OSV News.
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Support Our Retired

Priests and Religious
Through the Easter Special Collection

As we celebrate this Easter season, let
us remember retired Catholic priests
and religious who have dedicated
their lives to sharing the good news
of the Risen Christ.

Your gift shows your support of our
priests and religious, including those
who still serve us in retirement.

Please place your gift in the
envelope inserted in
the April 4 issue of
The Catholic Missourian and bring
it to Mass or your parish office.

OR GIVE ONILIKN]

diojeffcity.org/
Donate-Easter
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