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The season of Lent and Easter
Spring is eagerly anticipated, as
many people look forward to enjoying
the great outdoors once more. Spring
is also a special time of year for practicing Christians.
Beginning on Ash Wednesday and
lasting 40 weekdays until the arrival of
Easter Sunday, the Lenten season is a
very important time of year for Christians. During Lent, Christians prepare
for Easter by observing a period of
fasting, repentance, self-denial, and
spiritual discipline. While the Bible
does not reference Lent, the practice of
observing Lent has become a standard.
The following focuses on each of the
special days of this church season as
they pertain to Western Christianity
(Eastern Orthodox churches observe
Lent somewhat differently).

Ash Wednesday
The Day of Ashes commemorates the
repentance of sin. On Ash Wednesday,
Christians have ashes placed on their
foreheads in the shape of a cross in recognition of their need to repent. Many
churches host Ash Wednesday services,
and those who receive the ashes are
not only reminded of their mortality
and sinfulness, but also of the opportunity for absolution. Christians typically
fast on Ash Wednesday, though some
simply abstain from eating meat.

Palm Sunday
On what is now called “Palm Sunday,” Jesus Christ rode a donkey into
Jerusalem while villagers welcomed
him and waved palm branches. This
is mentioned in each of the Biblical
Gospels and occurs a week before His
subsequent resurrection. Jesus possibly
rode a donkey rather than a horse as
a sign of peace, as a war-waging king
might ride a horse. The “Passion of the
Christ” is typically read during Palm
Sunday masses.

Holy Thursday
Holy Thursday is sometimes referred
to as “Covenant Thursday,” “Maundy
Thursday” or “Thursday of Mysteries.”
Holy Thursday commemorates the
Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the
apostles. According to Catholic News
Agency, Holy Thursday might be one
of the most important, complex and
profound days of celebration in the
Catholic Church. Holy Thursday celebrates the institution of the Eucharist
as the true body and blood of Jesus
Christ and the institution of the sacrament of the priesthood.

Good Friday
Good Friday commemorates the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Jesus was
condemned by his peers as King Herod
and Pontius Pilate had found him not
guilty of his crimes. But crowds were
enraged, and Pilate reluctantly ordered
his crucifixion rather than face a mass
riot.

Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday marks the final day of
the Triduum, or the three days preceding Easter Sunday. Scripture states that
Holy Saturday was when Jesus’ body
was placed in the tomb.

Easter Sunday
A festive and celebratory day for
Christians, Easter Sunday is a time for
sharing the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. His body is discovered missing
from the tomb, and Jesus appears to
his followers again showing proof that
He is alive. Typically, Easter Sunday is
one of the most well-attended Sunday
services for Christians. It also is a day
to spend with family, and many families share large meals to mark the end
of the Lenten season.
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Durant Campus
Caddo Campus
5400 West Main (Hwy 70)
105 South
Manning
www.durantumc.org
580-924-4670
Maundy Thursday Service (April 13) at 7:00. The First UMC
Chancel Choir will present Scripture readings and a choral
proclamation of Jesus’ Passion.
Easter (April 16) - Easter--Message: “Fear and Great Joy”
(Matthew 28:1-10) -Pastor John Breon--9:00 in Durant and
11:00 in Caddo
“The Grand Design”--Pastor Tim Ford--11:00 in Durant
Sunday School at 10:00

We invite you to celebrate the living
Lord with us.
We believe God loves you and offers
power to help you in your life.
We encourage you to join us every
Sunday for worship.
Ad Sponsored By

Greg Phillips, Agent
2915 W. University Blvd.
Durant, OK 74701-5028
Bus 580-924-1212
Fax 580-924-1245
greg@insuredurant.com
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service ®

60714479
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715 W. Louisiana St. Durant
Call 580-924-0862 for more info
Join us
Easter Sunday
April 16th @ 10am
As our Music Ministry team
presents
Celebrate Life
A drama and music depiction
of the Life of Jesus.

Easter Egg Hunt @ Loyd Plyer Park for Kids ages
Kindergarten thru 6th grade

Sat April 15 from 6 – 8 pm

Also, join us Sunday morning
@ 8:00 am for an Easter Sunrise service at Loyd Plyer Park, then
breakfast served at the church following.

60714490
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The Kemp Baptist Church Presents

The Fifteenth Annual

EASTER PAGEANT

Come Experience The Greatest Story Ever Told As The Cast And
Crew Of Ibo People Depict The Last Week Of The Life Of Jesus Christ.

Performance Dates And Time:
April 12, 13, 14, 15
7:00PM

Meal Provided For All Audience Members Beginning At 5:00PM

Large Group Seating Is Available
Please Call Ahead At
580-838-2344
No Fee For Admission Or Meal
All Ages Are Welcome
Kemp Baptist Church
510 West Main, Kemp, OK 74747
60714480
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Establishing god’s Kingdom to sErvE our City,
rEaCh our nation and touCh thE World

Victory Life Family Worship Center
3412 W. University Blvd, Durant • 580.920.1791
Join us each sunday
for our 8:00 a.m.,
9:00 a.m. and
our 11:00 a.m. services.
We can also be vieWed
on channel 12
sunday mornings
for those in the
durant area.

Victory Life Family Worship Center • Zoe Life
Outreach • Victory Life Academy • Victory Life Child
Development Center • Hands of Hope Food Bank
Victory Life Network Cable Channel 12
Camp Victory of Lake Texoma

Duane & S
ue Sheriff

one church • multiple locations • www.dsheriff.org
access our live streaming messages, archived audio, videos, Free cDs & podcasts.
www.gohausner.com
(580) 924-6988
Hwy. 70 • Durant, OK 74702-1307
60714484
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First Christian Church
Rev. Andrew Shelton
pastor@durantfcc.com • ww.durantfcc.com
301 North 3rd Ave. • Durant, OK 74701
580-924-5252
Join us Sundays at 10:45 am

of

Durant

We are Disciples of Christ, a movement for wholeness in a fragmented world.
As part of the one body of Christ, we welcome all to the Lord’s Table as God has welcomed us.

2017 Holy Week At First Christian Church
Palm Sunday
Easter Week of Prayer begins
Thursday, April 13th - MAUNDY THURSDAY
Services 7:00 pm
The reading of the Gospel of Mark
The Lord’s Supper will be observed.
We welcome all of the community to join us
for this solemn service of Communion
and special music.
Childcare will be provided.

Rev. Andrew Shelton
http://www.durantfcc.com/
301 North Third Avenue
Durant, OK 74701
580-924-5252
Join us Sundays at 10:45 am

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16th
“Alleluia, Our Redeemer Lives!”

We invite everyone to join us for this Easter
morning worship at 9:30 am filled with praise,
music, and a special Easter message.
The children’s annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held
on the Church lawn during Children’s Church.
They may bring as many guests as they like.

~This Ad is Sponsored By~

Texas feed faT co. inc
585 silo Rd.
580-924-1890
Ted and cindy Kirkpatrick

60714486
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River

The

Worship Experience
Sunday 10am
Wednesday 7pm

1280 W. Mockingbird Lane
Durant, OK 74701
580-931-0910
Greg Seay,
D.Ph.

Larry Dalton,
Company Manager

MCPofDurant.com

AcmedEq.com

580-924-7425

1026 Radio Road, Durant, OK 74701-2109

580-924-2626

60714489
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Fairview Baptist Church

“The Church on the Hill with a Heart” Touching Lives...Changing Destinies
12th & University Sunday School - 9:15 a.m. • Worship Service - 10:30 a.m.
580-924-2148 fairviewdurant.com

Texoma Utility Equipment
3527 N. Washington • Durant, OK
800-444-9142 • 580-924-9142
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Create and hide unbreakable Easter eggs
Easter is one of the most important days of the year
for Christians. Easter Sunday is filled with symbolism and tradition, some of which harken back to early
Christianity, while others trace their origins to paganism.
The Easter Bunny and Easter eggs are two Easter traditions with less extensive histories. The Easter Bunny,
according to sources including History.com, first
arrived in America in the 1700s via German settlers
who brought with them their tradition of an egg-laying
hare called “Osterhase.” Children would make nests
where the rabbit could lay its colored eggs. Eventually,
the custom spread from Pennsylvania, where many
German immigrants settled, to other areas around the
country.
Eggs are symbolic of new life and rebirth in many
cultures. To Christians, eggs represent the resurrection
of Jesus Christ.
Another theory suggests that Christians were once
forbidden to eat during the Lenten season preceding
Easter. Therefore, Christians would paint and decorate
eggs for Easter to mark the joyous celebration and cessation of penance and fasting.
Even though these traditions have endured, Easter
eggs themselves might not be so strong. This year, Easter celebrants may want to experiment with different
materials that are more forgiving and more enduring
than standard eggs.

want to rip small pieces of decorative paper to create a
decoupage effect on their wooden eggs.

Sew soft eggs

Those who are handy with a needle and thread can
explore patterns for making soft, stuffed eggs. Cozy
ﬂeece or other fabrics can be sewn together to make
the general egg shape. Then the egg is filled with
polyester filling, feathers or another soft material. Ribbons, buttons, trims, and other decorative touches can
personalize the eggs and add a touch of whimsy. Check
out www.sew4home.com for their ideas on handmade
Easter eggs.

Experiment with different egg materials to make Easter eggs easier
to handle and more durable.

Wooden eggs
Families may find that wooden eggs are much more
forgiving than standard eggs. Wooden eggs don’t have
to be boiled, and they don’t need time to harden, and
they’re quite maneuverable for young fingers.
Decorators can explore different ways to color wooden eggs. Acrylic paints are readily available and safe for
users of any age. Wood stains or wood markers also can
be used to give the eggs a natural finish. Others may

Modeling clay
Children who love to get their hands dirty may enjoy
making Easter eggs out of modeling materials. Colors
can be blended together to create a marbleized effect.
Depending on the clay medium, the eggs may air-harden or may need to be heated at a low temperature in the
oven to fully cure.
Easter eggs are a fun tradition that adds to the festivity of spring. While traditional eggs can be used, many
different, more long-lasting materials can be used as
well.
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The meaning behind Easter symbols
Easter Sunday is one of the most
meaningful days on the Christian calendar. Easter commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who Christians
believe died by crucifixion as a sacrifice
to atonement. Many symbols are associated with Easter, and understanding
these symbols can help Christians and
non-Christians alike gain a stronger
grasp of this deeply meaningful Christian day of worship.
• Lamb: According to CatholicCulture.org, the lamb represents Jesus
Christ, who Christians believe is the
Son of God. The lamb can be connected to Jewish Passover, a Jewish holiday
that commemorates the liberation of
the Israelites from Egyptian slavery.
During the celebration of Passover,
each Jewish family killed a lamb as a
sacrifice. Christians commonly refer
to Jesus as the Lamb of God who God

sacrificed so Christians’ sins could be
forgiven.
• Easter eggs: While Easter eggs
may seem like a secular symbol of Easter, their connection to Easter dates
back many centuries. CatholicCulture.
org notes that the early Christians saw
the egg as symbolic of the tomb out of
which Christ emerged when he was resurrected. Early Christians even painted
Easter eggs, much like parents do with
their children today, and even had them
blessed and gave them as gifts. Historians believe King Edward I of England,
who ruled from 1272 to 1307, dyed
boiled eggs and gave them to members
of his royal household on Easter.
• Clothing: New clothing is another
symbol of Easter that traces its origins
back further than many Christians may
realize. It’s customary for present-day
Christians to don their Sunday best

when attending Easter Sunday Mass,
and the tradition of looking sharp on
Easter can be traced to the early Christians, who would wear new white robes
for baptisms during Easter services.
Eventually, all Easter celebrants began
to wear new clothes during Easter services.
• Palm fronds: Palm Sunday is the
final Sunday of Lent, taking place one
week before Easter Sunday. Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ triumphant
entry into Jerusalem. According to the
Gospels, Jesus rode a young donkey
into Jerusalem, where the townspeople
threw palms in front of him in homage. That practice was a customary
sign of respect in Jerusalem, and today
Christians believe the palm is a sign of
peace. Palms continue to be distributed
to the faithful during Palm Sunday
Mass.

Easter Schedule
• Palm Sunday Service 11:00 AM

501 N. 15th Ave. Durant, OK 74701
Church Phone: 580-924-0433 • Email: firstpres@redrierok.com

• Easter Service
11:00AM

60714509

• Maundy Thursday
Service
7:00PM
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