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See us for all your tire needs. . .
New Tire Sales & Service ¢ Tire Rotation ¢ Flat Repairs
Custom Wheels & Hubcaps « Computer Balance
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‘¥ /] Public Health
| Prevent. Promote, Proleet,

Our mission is to empower and educate families while promoting
healthy living for the improvement of our communities.

« Immunizations - Vaccines For Children,
Private Immunizations & Flu Shot Clinics
« Reproductive Health Services & Screenings
« Environmental Health « Health Education « Disease Surveillance
Emergency Preparedness » Safe Kids Three Rivers Coalition

NN, THREE
A% RIVERS

PuBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Dodge, Saunders & Washington Counties
2400 N. Lincoln Ave. « Fremont, NE
1'866'727'5396
threeriverspublichealth.org n




Primary Care for Your Whole Family

Prairie Fields Family Care Internal Medicine Women'’s Center
John Dobleman, MD Janae Dudgeon, MD Jason Dinsmoor, MD Nicole Dix, DO
Paul Glowacki, MD Todd Eberle, DO Richard Seitz, MD Jamie Gustafson, MD
Nathan Neuberger, DO Misty Janssen, MD Kylee Stanley, MD Gerald Keasling, MD
Monty Sellon, MD James Sullivan, MD Amber Blomme, APRN Karen Lauer-Silva, MD
Andrea VerMaas, MD Larry Kisby, PA-C 680 E Fremont Medical Park Dr | 700 E 29th Street
Thomas Wolf, MD Elizabeth Belmont, APRN Fremont.........402-727-5200 Fremont......... 402-721-3133
Jenny Belitz, PA-C Amber Blomme, APRN
Jessica Francis, PA-C Brittany Burbach, APRN
Lynnda Schiermann, PA-C 680 E Fremont Medical Park Dr
350 W 23rd Street Fremont......... 402-727-1091
Fremont..... 402-815-7800 734 Main Street

North Bend.... 402-652-8636

METHODIST

PHYSICIANS CLINIC

bestcare.org
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ALWAYS ESSENTIAL.

ﬁ Your locally owned and operated independent community bank.
Since 1890.

TWO RIVERS _
T www.2riversbank.com Member FDIC




Check Out the Credit Union Difference. Put Our Service and Experience to Work For You!

4 Ways to Save! Stop By or Call!

JAuto Loans

e Lock in a Low Interest Auto Loan!

Or ASLOWAS -

ny 199%§

Tliar:; ;o + No Payment for 60 Days!

Car! *Annual Percentage Rate

Bring In Your Current Auto Loan
or Call for Details

*New Loans Only. Loans subject to credit qualifications and
approval, which will be determined promptly. Promotional APR

Rate available through 02/28/2021. Other rates and terms available.

Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice.

Personal Loans

Get a Great
Rate and
Get a Great
Loan!

No More Than

12%

APR*

*Annual Percentage Rate. New Loans Only. Loans subject to credit
qualifications and approval, which will be determined promptly. Promotional
APR Rate available through 02/28/2021. Other rates and terms available.
Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice.

Eredit Cards

Use Your New Card for Shopping!

Platinum Rate -

6.00%.~

On VISA® Platinum Credit Cards

+ Earn Points Just for Using!
APPLY TODAY!

*Annual Percentage Rate

Get Rewarded for Purchases
via ScoreCard Rewards

*Every time you use your VISA® Platinum Credit Card, you
will earn BONUS POINTS that can be exchanged for gift
cards and merchandise. No application fee. No annual fee.
Credit card approval depends on creditworthiness and other
qualifications. A decision will be determined promptly. Other
rates and terms available. Rates, terms and conditions are
subject to change without notice. Grace period of 25 days
for repayment before a charge will be imposed. Full terms
and conditions will be sent with your card.

WIChoose® Rewards
What Are You Waiting For?
Reward Yourself!

Start using your VISA® Debit Card and begin
earning 1 bonus point per $2.00 spent when
you select “credit” or sign for your purchases
wherever you shop! Redeem your points for
the rewards you want most such as gift cards
and merchandise — the choices are endless!
Visit uChooseRewards.com and register to
start earning your points today.

It’s that simple!

uChoose Rewards
uChoose Rewards® is a registered trademark of Fiserv, Inc.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

dT]O hC] Small Enough to Know You. Big Enough to Serve You.

Federal Credit Union 1409 Washington St. | Blair, NE | 402.426.3767 | omahafcu.org

Serwng your community




W Memorial Community

gl Hospital & Health System

Blair * Fort Calhoun ¢ Tekamah

Local Healthcare

When You Need It.

Memorial Community
Hospital & Health System
810 N. 22nd St.

Blair, NE 68008
402.426.2182

Outpatient Specialty Clinic
810 N. 22nd St.

Blair, NE 68008

402.426.1239

Therapy Services & Sports Medicine
810 N. 22nd St. (lower level)

Blair, NE 68008

402.426.1129

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County

Blair Clinic/Walk-In
812 N. 22nd St.

Blair, NE 68008
402.426.4611

Fort Calhoun Clinic
4929 County Road P43
Fort Calhoun, NE 68023
402.468.4655

Cottonwood Clinic
3519 Hwy. 32
Tekamah, NE 68061
402.374.1585

mchhs.org




ENTERPRISE MEDIA GROUP STAFF

PUBLISHER ADVERTISING MANAGER
Mark Rhoades Lynette Hansen

GRAPHIC ARTISTS
Rachel Birdsall
Nicole Robinson

Leeanna Ellis is the managing editor af Enterprise
Media Group. She has nearly 20 years of newspa-
per experience, including nine years in Blair and six
years at the Fremont Tribune. She also served as a
producer for an lowa television for six years.

Ellis graduated from St. Ambrose University in
Davenport, lowa, with degrees in journalism, radio
and television.

When not af work, Ellis and her husbband, Brett, en-
joy aftending Creighton University basketball games,
concerts, fraveling to Las Vegas and spending time

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER ADVERTISING CONSULTANTS
Chris Rhoades Tom Jelinek PROOFREADER
Paige Anderson Reed Samson
ART DIRECTOR
Jennifer Stolz DESIGN STUDIO SUPERVISOR BOOKKEEPING
Sandy Diaz Shauna Gerke
BUSINESS MANAGER Sarah Schmidt
Tracy Prettyman DESIGN SPECIALISTS
Scott Strenger DISTRIBUTION MANAGER
Alaina Albright Julia Smith

Melanie Whitaker

DIRECTOR OF SALES
Paul Swanson

Cheyenne Alexis is a reporter for
the Pilot-Tribune and Enterprise.

Alexis graduated from the Univer-
sity of South Dakota in Vermillion with
a bachelor's in media and journalism
and minor in English in 2018.

Prior to Enterprise Media Group,
Alexis worked for Suburban News-
papers in Bellevue as a reporter for
two years.

Alexis inferned at the Reader in
Omaha, and for USD's PR department.

Other than writing about the

people in Washington County, Alexis

enjoys crocheting, origami, staring at her lipstick collection and spend-

ing time with her cat, Kemi.

Joe Burns has worked as a free-
lance photographer and reporter at
Enterprise Media Group for 16 years.

Burns has 44 years of teaching
experience at Omaha Public Schools
and Metropolitan Community Col-
lege. He has a master's degree in
English and education from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Burns' passion is for making photos
that tell the stories of the people of
Washington County.

with their dog, Kelsey.

Elizabeth A. Ellioft is the assistant editor of the
Pilot-Tribune and Enterprise and editor of the Arling-
ton Citizen. A graduate of Creighton University with
a bachelor's in journalissn and music, as well as an
MFA in creative writing, Elliott joined the Enterprise
in November 2019.
Prior fo returning to Nebraska, she worked as
a staff writer at the Arlington Catholic Herald in
Virginia for three years.
While in Virginia, she took full advantage of the
opportunities o travel as much as possible and
could often be found driving to different states
along the east coast.
Elliott looks forward fo fraveling more in the Miad-
west and getting to know parts of the state she hasn't yet explored.
Elliott is a musician who has played flute for more than 20 years. She also is a
published poet.

Grant Egger is the sports editor at Enterprise
Media Group, visiting gyms and athletic fields in
Blair, Arlington and Fort Calhoun every week. He's
a lifelong sports fan who grew up in Humphrey
before attending the University of Nebraska at
Omaha from 2008 o 2012.

Egger worked part time at the Omaha World-
Herald before moving to Wyoming fo work at
the Gillette News Record, where he learned to
become a storyteller of those on and off the court.
He returned to his home state for a new challenge
with Enterprise Media Group in 2016.

138 N. 16th St.,
ENTERPRISE Blair, NE 68008
‘ : MEDIA GROUP | fax aoz4sea357
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

DEAR READERS,

Every issue of our annual People, Places and Prog-
ress of Washington County includes local stories. This
year, as we continue to deal with the coronavirus pan-
demic, we focused on those who have been affected
by it, including a first responder, healthcare worker,
educator, essential worker and a survivor.

As it has been a favorite among readers, the 2021
edition will include historical features, including a look
at three historical homes in the county, the story be-
hind one of the oldest communities in the state and
those who portray history at Fort Atkinson.

We profile former athletes who have found their call-
ing as coaches.

Washington County residents with classic farm
equipment will also be profiled.

We also name our 23nd Volunteer of the Year.

We hope you enjoy the 2021 People, Places and
Progress of Washington County.

LWMQLDEQQL

LEEANNA ELLIS
MANAGING EDITOR
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FORT ATKINSON
VOLUNTEERS FIND
PASSION IN
LIVING HISTORY

EVERY SUMMER, chil-
dren and adults alike take
a trip to Fort Calhoun and
visit Fort Atkinson, the town'’s
official historical marker.

The fort, which was built
in 1819, was reconstructed
so people can walk around
and learn about its history
and the more than 1,000
soldiers and family mem-
bers who lived there for a
short period of time.

While visitors can stop by
the fort at any time to walk
amongst the log buildings,
the summers provide a little
something extra, with volun-
feers dressing in historical
gear and clothing to talk
about what life was like at
the fort.

Living History Days, held
the first weekend of the
month from May until Oc-
tober, shape the fort and
provide people a sneak
peak at what life at the first
army base in Nebraska was
like.




In his fourth year of volunteering,
Gaghagen said military history has
always fascinated him.

"I read all these soldier accounts, and to
actually put on the uniform and do what they
did adds more to it," he said. "As we do this,
more and more makes sense about the things
I'm reading and why they did what they did. I
keep learning and keep bettering our impres-
sion of soldiers."

Gaghagen does not play a particular char-
acter, and simply tells stories and gives facts to
visitors who stop by to chat with him.

"I stay away from names and dates because
I don't want to bore people with that kind of
stuff)" he said. "What I focus on is kind of the
down and dirty of soldier life — mundane
things soldiers did every day to be presentable
on parade or drill out in the field, handling
muskets —that's what I focus on."

One memorable moment at Fort Atkinson
has been a 10-mile march that would have rep-
licated what soldiers in the 17th century would
have gone on.

"For me, doing that really brought a lot of

ndrew Gaghagen is a private in the
First Rifle Regiment.

“| WANT VISITORS TO WALK
AWAY FROM HERE WITH MORE
OF AN INTEREST ON NEBRASKA
HISTORY BECAUSE OUT HISTORY
IN'NEBRASKA — WE DON'T
HAVE A LOT BEYOND NATIVE
AMERICAN HISTORY. [ JUST WISH
PEOPLE WERE MORE INTERESTED
INTHEIR OWN LOCAL HISTORY
— THE FORT. THIS WAS 200
YEARS AGO AND [T WAS MANY
FIRSTS WEST OF THE MISSIS-
SIPPL. I HOPE [T SPARKS AN IN-
TEREST IN PEOPLE."

— Andrew Gaghagen

things together, like how the gear was worn,"
he said. "Doing that actual 10-mile march
knowing what they went through, the shoes
are really uncomfortable, and seeing that and
how miserable soldier life would have been
back then, that was very interesting."

Gaghagen said he enjoys interacting with
younger audiences.

"Ilike when a kid will come up to me and
ask questions and they show that genuine
interest of what's going on," he said. "I just hope
they'll remember that as they get older and
maybe that will spark some interest later on
down the road and keep this going."

Despite being in the heart of Fort Calhoun,
Gaghagen said many people don't know about
Fort Atkinson and he would like to see that
change.

"I want visitors to walk away from here
with more of an interest on Nebraska history
because out history in Nebraska -— we don't
have a lot beyond Native American history," he
said. "I just wish people were more interested
in their own local history — the fort. This was
200 years ago and it was many firsts west of
the Mississippi. I hope it sparks an interest in
people.”

Highl

High School

ighté

 Expanding course offerings in STEM

o Partnered with Metropolitan Community
College to offer CollegeNow/Kickstart
classes; Students earn 229.5 credit hours

o 52 studetns are enrolled in at least one
post-secondary course

« Students earned 896 total post-secondary
credit hours

402-478-4173

U8 G55 ARLINGTON PuBLIC ScHOOLS

“Soarin 9 10 Excellence”

Eis

[=]

10

The Mission of Arlington Public Schools is to empower students to develop skills for
life-long learning and responsible decision making in order to contribute to a global society.

* Low student to adult ratio * Highly-qualified staft
* Secured access and rapid notification system * Upgraded facilities
* Student assessment scores consistently above state average
* Expansive array of extracurricular opportunities * Ratio of students to computers is 1:1

Elementary School

o New Social Studies Curriculum
has been implemented

o Staff has implemented the new assessment
and monitoring system Fastbridge

« The elementary is utilizing a weekly
online newsletter called Smore

¥ Follow us on Twitter:
Arlington Schools @ArloEagles | Arlington Activities @ArloEaglesSport

Activities Program
o 66 Scholar Athletes
o 5th Place Class B State Wrestling Team

o Cheer-Class C State Runner Up
Traditional Performance Routine

o State Qualifiers
@0 Softball Team
1 Male Cross Country
£ 6 Wrestlers

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County
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ean Slader, who portrays Elijah Evans,

a blacksmith, started at the fort around

1976, and was part of the Fort Atkinson

muzzleloaders, the bicentennial wagon
train that came through the fort.

Though there was not a formal Living His-
tory back when Slader started, he did some
reenacting before he and two others began the
Living History Organization, or Friends of Fort
Atkinson.

Slader has found many artifacts from the
fort — including chinkers from the original fort,
a fork, a candleholder, lead pewter, butter knife,
brass and musket pieces, among many others.

"That's what's exciting," he said. "You start
learning about the items. You find parts and
pieces that were around here at the armor shop.
Surface stuff comes up a lot. That's the joy of
it — what else can you find and can you identify
what it was."

6 LIVING HISTORY

Slader begins his Living History days by
starting his fire, which he "cheats" by using a
match and cedar wood chips.

"I could start it with flint and steel and all
that stuff, but after you get breakfast in the
morning, you got to get up and rolling," he said.

Slader's love of Living History has kept him
going after more than 40 years.

"I grew up with an involvement at Fort
Atkinson," he said. "My mother, Genevieve, was
one of the people who founded the Fort Atkin-
son Foundation in the original group to come
up with a purchase price for the land. I have a
natural affinity. I also taught social studies for
35 years."

Slader said Fort Atkinson was like finding a
second family.

"You become so steeped with the history
of Fort Atkinson that it's something in your
pores," he said.

Written By CHEYENNE ALEXIS reaTures@eNTERPRISEPUB.COM | Photos by JOE BURNS

Dean Slader
works bellows
at the forge at
Fort Atkinson.

The fort, Slader said, is more than just reen-
acting.

"Reenacting is what they do at Gettysburg
— it's an event, two or three days," he said. "The
difference is we're doing living history. This is
every day life out here at Fort Atkinson."

Making history fun is important to Slader.

"I try to tell more than just the basic story,"
he said. "Doing living history here, you are liv-
ing in the same weather conditions and climate
conditions they were in. You vary what you're
working on so you can survive."

Much like blacksmithing, Slader has found a
passion for Living History.

"We're sharing what life was like for people
at the time," he said. "You're learning, discuss-
ing stuff that deals with the fort. We encourage
other people to come out and share with us,
stay, find out, learn and absorb. That is a pretty
healthy commitment for people to get into it."

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County



Written By CHEYENNE ALEXIS reatures@eNTerPRISEPUB.COM | Photos by JOE BURNS LIVING HISTORY

1la Vance is a laundress at the fort, and has
volunteered for three summers.

Her character is married to a sergeant.

"I would have done laundry for 17 men and
made about 50 cents per man per month," she said.
"So, about $8.50, which was actually pretty good."

Vance said her character was "not a very upstand-
inglady," and was encouraged to marry a sergeant
because "it would calm her down a little bit."

Getting into character is something many volun-
teers do differently. Some volunteers pick a real life
character to interpret, or some play a generic one.

"Some of us have actual names for characters,
some do not and some just play themselves in that
era," Vance said.

Along with doing laundry, Vance also brings her
daughter along to experience the weekend.

For preparing to get into character, Vance ar-
rives at the fort and changes into her costume for the
weekend.

Originally, Vance did not have any desire to start
reenacting at the fort.

"My 8-year-old daughter visited with us as a fam-
ily, and she really wanted to do this," she said. "I kind
of pushed it off for almost a year and in March she
said, 'Aren't we going to go do that?"

Vance said she was given costumes to wear until
she could get her own, and stayed because her daugh-
ter pushed her to participate.

"There's a few of us like that — the kids wanted to
do it and if they're 16 they have to have a parent," she
( said.

‘ A love for history ultimately kept Vance at the fort.
"I grew up loving the 1800s," she said. "I love teach-
i ing people that this was something real and it was
such a different time. The kids are very good about
1 teaching other kids, too. Teaching them that the laun-
‘ dry had to be done by hand and would take almost a
, week in the 17th century."
F ‘ _ Getting to know visitors is another plus of Living
Ella Vance is laundress at Fort Atkinson. History Days.
"They're interested and they want to know all the

"| GREW UP LOVING THE 1800S. I LOVE TEACHING PEOPLE THAT THIS WAS little details. It's fun," Vance said.

Vance said she's found a second family at the fort.

SOMETHING REAL AND [T WAS SUCH A DIFFERENT TIME. THE KIDS ARE VERY "When you're out here and you don't have your
phone and you don't have electricity — the girls will

GOOD ABOUT TEACH'NG OTHER KlDS, TOO TEACH'NG THEM THAT THE I.AUNDRY usual.ly have a slur'nber party 'ifwe end up s"caying
HAD TO BE DONE BY HAND AND WOULD TAKE ALMOST A WEEK IN THE 17TH Arorina A have s blact” she said /It they wore at the

CENTURY" _ E“(I Vunce house it would be a totally different thing."

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County LIVING HISTORY 7



(SN Washinglon Countly
Xy MUSEUM

« Lewis & Clark'’s First Council with
the Otoe Tribe Exhibit
+ Hand-on Exhibits for Kids
+ Exhibits on early land settlement and pioneer
history, the fur trade and the growth of
agriculture over 200 years.
« Artifacts from Pre-historic Times
« Fort Atkinson Archaeological Discoveries
« Genealogical Library and County Records
+ Library for Historical Research and Rental
« WCHATs (Washington County Historical
Association Talk Series)
« Special Events and Programs for All Ages

1905 Historic Frahm House
Open seasonally and for special events by appointment
Available for group tours and meetings
Weddings « Parties « Receptions
Teas « Luncheons « Special Events

See our website for current events and
additional information
www.wcneMuseum.org
402-468-5740

102 N. 14th St., Ft. Calhoun, NE « 9 miles south of Blair on Hwy. 75

Museum Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. . Saturday: 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.

mission that newspapers have performed for the last two centuries.

in civic engagement.
If not for local journalists, who would be writing these stories?

WASHINGTON COUNTY

© v K

8 LIVING HISTORY

Community journalists serve as watchdogs, holding leaders accountable and
keeping residents informed about what’s happening in their communities. It's a

Without regular, high-quality news coverage, studies show that communities see

increased government costs. Cities that lose their news organizations suffer a drop

Community journalism matters. News is not free, but it's worth every penny.

When it's important to you and your family - WE'RE HERE FOR YOU!

WASHINGTON COUNTY

PilotTribune  Arlington Gitizen Enterprise

138 N. 16th Street  Blair, NE 68008 » 402-426-2121 » www.enterprisepub.com

I.andﬁcape l.igliting '
Waterfeatures
. Patios
Retammg Walls

: Hardscapes

Olltdoor I.wmgAreas

Ileudenuall(ommemal
Grounds Maintenance

Call today to sign up for our
Inside Scoop newsletter!

Subscribe TODAY! Email us at
subscribe@enterprisepub.com
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ris Ericson is an officer in the Sixth Infan-
try, who recently moved from sergeant to
lieutenant.

Ericson started volunteering around 30
years ago, when he was a teenager and his mother
would volunteer.

"My mom started doing things up here in the
spinners and weavers area, and I was a young
teenager and I started seeing guys running around
shooting guns and playing soldier and what young
boy doesn't want to come play soldier?" he said. "It
hooked me and I started learning the history and
what people did out here, how they survived and it
intrigued me."

Because he enjoys speaking about the history side
of the fort, Ericson said he plays a general character.

"I do that because it gives me a wider breadth of
things to talk about — I can talk about all lieuten-
ants in the organization of the Sixth Infantry and
what they would do depending on what role they
were in," he said.

Ericson has many different talking points de-
pending on his audience.

"Here at the fort, I work out of a room (lieuten-
ant’s quarters)," he said. "One of the talking points
is what do I live in, how do I live, where do I work,
what do I do in that job. A lot of the talking points is
the general history of the fort.

Many people, Ericson said, are intrigued with the
vast history of Fort Atkinson.

"People don't realize — they see the modern army
and they see massive military bases and they know
there's thousands of people working in that base.
That's not how this period worked," he said. "There
were much smaller forts — we were 80 to 120 guys at
a fort. We had 800 here. That is massive compared to
everywhere else in the U.S."

Ericson has a plethora of talking points to gauge
people's interests.

"You can kind of tell in some people they don't
care about a topic," he said. "There's some people,
they'll hook one or two people and they'll stand
there all day. I've been here long enough and heard
enough stories, listened to enough of the other guys,
that yeah I could stand here all day and talk about
different things and feed one thing into another."

Ericson said he enjoys Living History because of
the knowledge he and others gain from it.

"Living History weekends are the most exciting
for the public because you have that one-on-one and
group interactions with people who know the his-
tory of the fort," he said. "Every day, we're adding to
that knowledge base and how we're giving informa-
tion to the public.

Kris Ericson

is a lieutenant
in the Sixth
Infantry at Fort
Atkinson.

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County LIVING HISTORY 9
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Morgan Cummings runs the Sutler Store at Fort Atkinson.

organ Cummings has helped run the
counter at the Sutler Store since 2007.

Cummings has a history with his-
torical reenacting.

"My sister actually introduced me to the fort
itself, because I didn't realize it was up here,"
she said. "I moved from the eastern side of Iowa
and she and I had both done reenacting before.
I was basically born into it, road around in my
mother's cradle board.

Cummings was looking to involve herself in
reenacting, and that's where the fort came into
play.

Getting into character isn't something Cum-
mings is able to really focus on while running
the store.

"The minute the store opens, we have guests
coming in, purchasing candy, toys and goods,"
she said. "We really don't get a lot of time to do

'IO LIVING HISTORY

character roleplaying. We do a lot of informa-
tion-giving regarding the Sutler Store itself, the
people who were here with the store, just the
history of that aspect of the fort."

Cummings said the greatest aspect is the
guests.

"It's really great getting to see people come
back year after year," she said. "It's usually a lot
of families and some of the older visitors as well.
Seeing them come back every year, I can tell you
exactly what type of candies, what things they'll
order and ask for. Just seeing them come back
year after year, I really enjoy that."

Children coming up and asking her questions
is also a plus.

"T don't always get to see that," she said.
"Sometimes it's really nice when kids get really
interactive and families make it a tradition to
come back and see what we've done and what's

Written By CHEYENNE ALEXIS reaTuRes@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM | Photos by JOE BURNS

new, what's the same."

Cummings enjoys running the store, where
she purchases the items herself.

Some items families can purchase include
Fort Atkinson hooks; lanterns, cups and tin-
ware from the tinsmith; bucket-makers; honey
from hives, hand-dipped beeswax candles and
historical pottery.

"I really love researching items we sell
because we've really tried to make it as his-
torically accurate as possible within the time-
frame," she said. "It's items that are made by the
craftsmen here at the fort, items made locally
or regionally, it's period-correct toys and books
on the period and we have replica books that go
into cooking, baking, pottery. I love researching
the products, I love getting them into the store
and I love when people enjoy them."

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County



BLAIR COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
Where All Students Learn!

R WY A
R W

Brynlee McCirill, Kindergarten Macy Leggott, Grade 1 Alayna Keslar, Grade 2
North Primary School Deerfield Primary School South Primary School

Brandt Jensen, Grade 4 Lucy Turco, Grade 6 Abi Anderson, Grade 12
Arbor Park Intermediate School Otte Blair Middle School Blair High School

MISSION STATEMENT

* Each child is unique with special talents. * A supportive environment nurtures, challenges and encourages
* Human diversity is recognized and respected. students to reach their full potential.
* Each student will achieve proficiency of essential content and skills. * A safe and secure environment, including mutual respect and self-
* Change is necessary for continued growth. discipline, is essential for student learning.
* Efficient and effective use of technology will improve student learning. ¢ A partnership with the community, home, school and student is
* Frequent and varied assessments are essential for effective education. necessary for student success.
* Thinking and problem-solving skills are essential for student learning.

W% BLAIR COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

P.O. Box 288 * Blair, NE 68008 ¢ 402-426-2610 * www.blairschools.org
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THOSE AFFECTED
TELL THEIR STORIES

THE CORONAVIRUS
PANDEMIC has touched
every aspect of our lives —
some more than others.

There are those who have
contracted the illness, surviv-
ing due to the care of those
frontline healthcare workers.

There are those first re-
sponders who have sup-
ported agencies who have
had to face the surge of
CQOVID-19 deaths in some of
the most populated areas.

And there are those
whose everyday life
changed due to the pan-
demic, including essenfial
workers and educators.

These are their stories.

s a member of the Disaster
Mortuary Operational
Response Team (DMORT),
Kevin Willis has been
deployed to Joplin, Mo., following
the devastating tornado in 2011 and
Puerto Rico after the island was rav-
aged by Hurricane Maria in 2017.

Those deployments saw Willis and
his team identifying human remains
following natural disasters.

In 2020, the team was deployed to
support the nation's response as the
coronavirus pandemic spread to
the U.S.

“It's totally different from our
normal,” he said. “This changed

RESPONDING

o

Sheriff's deputy deployed 4 times to
help in national response

our mission.”

In February 2020, Willis was
deployed for two weeks to Travis Air
Force Base in Sacramento, Calif,, to
help screen American citizens return-
ing from Wuhan, China, where the
COVID-19 virus was first identified.

It was the first of four deploy-
ments Willis, who also serves as
chief deputy for the Washington
County Sheriff's Office, would face
amid the pandemic.

DMORT, which is one of four spe-
cialty teams that are a part of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services National Disaster Medical
System, worked with the Disaster
Medical Assistance Team (DMAT).

“This is the first time we really
started working closely with DMAT
members,” Willis said. “Our job there
was to screen people coming off that
plane to see if potentially they were
carrying or had been infected with

P Sy " .
IN THE FACE OF A

PANDEMIC

Written By LEEANNA ELLIS EDITOR@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

COVID-19.”

The people returning from Wuhan
were quarantined in a hotel on the
base. The hotel was surrounded by
a barricade and guarded by the U.S.
Marshals.

“It was very scary for them. Here
they are coming in and they can't
go home,” Willis said. “They have to
stay confined to the base. All they
have is what they have with them. We
were doing everything we could to
meet their needs.”

Willis said they also helped the
families pass the time.

“We would start playing games
with the kids. We organized that sort

COURTESY

Above, Kevin Willis, a member of the Region VII Disaster Mortuary Operational Response Team, stands on a pier in Brooklyn with Manhattan behind him. Willis was de-
ployed four times to help with the coronavirus pandemic.

12 FacEs oF covip
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of thing once a day,” Willis said.
“Some of them would go out on

the sidewalks and take chalk and AQppreciative. They knew, even though they were quarantined

draw different things. They were
some very good artists.”

To provide some levity, Willis
kept a stuffed dog in his shirt
to entertain the children. One
10-year-old girl named the dog
Mazx. An interpreter wrote the
name in Mandarin on a name tag.

“I had this one adult who said, 'T know you're
wearing this for the kids, but every time I see your
dog, it just puts a smile on my face,” he said.

“Thank you,” he told them. “I really needed to
hear that.”

In March, Willis was again deployed to Travis
Air Force Base — this time to screen travelers
from the Princess Cruise Lines.

“This was on a much larger scale. There were
more people,” Willis said.

People who showed signs or symptoms were im-
mediately identified and got medical attention.

“Many of the people were very thankful. They
were so appreciative. They knew, even though

e Gifts are tax deductible
¢ Scholarship funds :
* Donor Advised Funds managems
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“Many of the people were very thankful. They were so

and had to stay there, they were very appreciative of what

we were doing and thanked us a lot.”

they were quarantined and had to stay there, they
were very appreciative of what we were doing and
thanked us a lot,” he said.

From March to April, Willis was deployed in
place to provide virtual planning and response
assistance to regional emergency coordinators. He
serves Region VII, which includes Nebraska, Iowa,
Kansas and Missouri.

“My role was to work with state and local govern-
ments to assess current and future fatality manage-
ment needs and help close gaps the states may have
for forensic and mortuary services,” he said.

Willis' final deployment was to New York City
in May. There, as acting deputy commander, Willis

o~ M*‘"‘

* Washington County Gives Day leadership
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www.blairareacommunityfoundation.org

worked on a Brooklyn pier that
housed three refrigerated ware-
houses in a secure area where
human remains were kept and
processed.

“Funeral homes would come
and pick bodies up as they could,”
said Willis, who specializes in fo-
rensics and death investigations.
“It was a 24/7 operation.”

DMORT members were assigned
hospitals each day to transport those who had died to
the warehouses.

Dealing with such tragedy and sadness can take
its toll, but Willis said team members have to learn
to compartmentalize it.

“You put it in its place and wait to deal with
what you have to deal with until you get home,” he
said. “You just take time and process it all.”

Willis' team was the second to last to close out
the mission in New York. He recognizes the impor-
tance of the work his team has done.

“It's sad to see what happened, but it's reward-
ing to serve and help people get back home,” he
said. “That's what it's all about.”

-KEVIN WILLIS

BACK

Blair Area Community

FOUNDATION
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NEW NURSE TAKES ON

COVID-19 PATIE

Toebben graduated from nursing school during the pandemic

hen Tiffani Toebben

graduated as a nurse in

March, she thought she

was going to work on a
different set of patients. Instead, she
went straight into the hardest medi-
cal situation to face the world in a
century.

Toebben, an Arlington graduate,
has firsthand experience working
with COVID-19 patients as a nurse
on the COVID-19 floor at Methodist
Hospital in Omaha. She took the
accelerated program from Janu-
ary 2019 to March 2020 and took a
position at the hospital at the end of
April.

"We were hired before we passed
our boards because the hospital
was scared about the surge," she
said. "We were trained three or four
weeks before the boards."

Toebben works the night shift on
a closed unit. She dons her personal
protective gear outside the unit and
wears it during her entire shift.

Toebben was taught how to take

care of the regular patients that she
would normally have, but had to
switch to COVID-19 patients after
orientation.

"COVID-19 has become a specialty
now, so it’s kind of on the job train-
ing," she said. "But the staff has been
super helpful and supportive. Being
anew nurse is kind of scary."

Toebben said she's been able to
visit her family and they are smart
about visiting.

She said the job is stressful.

"Some nights are good with good
patient outcomes and happiness,"
Toebben said. "Other nights you
have difficult conversations and it
makes it really difficult.”

Toebben said she knows everyone
handles the stress differently. She
said she finds support from her fam-
ily, fiancé and the staff.

"It’s been really hard on every-
one," she said.

Depending on patient acuity, Toe-
bben works with two to four patients
a day.

COURTESY

At right, Tiffani Toebben, an Arlington graduate and nurse at Methodist Hospital, is
dressed from head to toe in protective gear for her work on the COVID-19 unit.

Written By ELIZABETH A. ELLIOTT NEWS@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

Connie Vitek

Connie hasowned the APT Store for 38 years and has 47 years of experience
inthe business. The APT Store was named so, because the previous owner’s
children’s names are Amy, Pat and Todd. The initials spell the word APT.

%IY LEADQUARTERS

o Perennial Gardens  © Trees & Shrubs
o Bulk Mulch & Rock  © Ceramic Containers/Pots

. The APT Store sells and services new and used sewing machines and
~ vacuums. In stock are accessories, notions and sewing furniture. Sewing
| lessons are offered. Scissors are sharpened here, also.

Connie enjoys serving her customers. She is a member of St. Timothy’s
Church, has 8 grandchildren and enjoys camping, traveling and gardening.

THE APT STORE

“We’re APT to serve you better and keep you in stitches!”

Sewing Machines and Vacuums
132 East 6th St.,, Fremont, Nebraska - 402-721-4431

® Flagstone and more...

_ Blair Garden
¥ Center & Greenhouse
{ S. Hwy. 30 ¢ Blair *+ 402-533-2040

www.blairgardencenterandgreenhouse.com

2 .‘ i) \"
"WE'RE YOUR PET SUPPLY STORE... CRITTERS, PET FOOD & MORE..."
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"There are lots of high highs and lows. It’s a whirlwind of emotions,"
she said.

Despite the challenges, she said she enjoys being a nurse and likes the
interaction with the patients and hands-on work.

"I am praying the vaccine helps and we take steps forward this year
and keep progressing," she said.

Toebben has had first-hand experience with COVID-19 as she was
diagnosed with it before Thanksgiving. She said in a way it’s given her
new perspective.

“My symptoms were never bad enough to require hospitalization, but
I know what the dry cough, fatigue, body aches, headache and congestion
are like,” she said. “I think it has given me more patience and under-
standing with my patients. I also think that the patients find a sort of
comfort in finding common ground with their nurses. I feel truly hon-
ored and so blessed that these patients are letting me care for them and
that these families are trusting me with their loved ones.”

Toebben said everyone on her hospital floor talks about what nursing
used to be like.

"I am a new nurse and have no idea what it used to be like," she said.
"I am used to wearing a mask every day and working on a covert floor is
the new nursing world.”

FACES OF COVID

" am a new nurse and
have no idea what it
used fo be like. | am
used to wearing a mask
every day and working
on a covert floor is the
new nursing world.”

-TIFFANI TOEBBEN

REAL NEWS, REAL

FAST ARE YOU FOLLOWING US?

e Scoop »

Call us today to get
signed up for our
Inside Scoop
newsletter!

24/7 NEWS!

FACEBOOK

Be in the know with updated, accurate information - even better than certain Like us!
swap pages. Check out our website, Inside Scoop newsletter, and social media! Find us at

EnterprisePub

TWITTER

Send us a Tweet!
@EnterprisePub

local content than anywhere else.

Whether you read the print editions, follow our Facebook posts, track our Tweets or check
out the news at our website, enterprisepub.com, we are your best source for information.
No matter how you access it - you can find more in-depth coverage, more variety and more

‘ : ENTERPRISE 138 N. 16th Street » PO. Box 328 » Blair, NE
MEDIA GROUP 402-426-2121 » enterprisepub.biz
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Donnette Bastian of Arlington with her dog, Bo. Bas-
tian was diagnosed with COVID-19 in November and
spent six days in the hospital, including intensive care.
She was able to return home, but still required oxygen.

16 FAcEs OF covip

YOU'RE NOT
PROMISED
IQRROW’

Arlingtfon woman
tells her story of survival

onnette Bastian and her
family had done everything
to protect themselves from
COVID-19 — wearing masks,
using hand sanitizer, even changing
clothes and showering after work.

But in early October, the Arling-
ton woman's youngest daughter,
Maddie, a physical therapy student,
tested positive. The family had been
together just a few days before.

“We all quarantined and none of
us got it,” Donnette said.

On Nov. 5, Donnette awoke and
didn't feel well. She stayed home
from work and got a rapid test at
Maddie's suggestion. The test came
back negative.

The next day, Donnette was tested
through Test Nebraska. Before
her positive result came back, the
58-year-old's symptoms worsened.

“My body ached, I had a fever. I
just didn't feel good,” she said. “All 1
did was rest.”

Donnette continued to feel worse
and contacted her doctor, who sent
her to the respiratory clinic. It was
determined she had developed pneu-
monia along with COVID-19.

Donnette isolated from her fam-
ily, but her 87-year-old father, who
lives with her, became ill a week
after his daughter. Maddie and her
sister, Charlsie, who returned from

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County



Chicago to help care for her grand-
father, took him to the hospital, as-
suming he had an infection of some
sort.

It turns out he had COVID-19. He
was kept in the hospital.

The next day, Donnette worsened.

“I was afraid to move. I hurt so

bad,” she said. “If I moved, I'd cough.

I couldn't breathe.”
Maddie called a friend, who is a
nurse at an Omaha hospital. She ad-

vised to get Donnette to the hospital.

Unable to walk down the stairs
from her bedroom, her daughters
called the rescue squad and she was
taken to Methodist Fremont Health.
She was immediately placed on
oxygen.

“I've never been so sick in my
whole life,” Donnette said.

The next day, Donnette received
her first dose of remdesivir and an
infusion of donor plasma.

“By Monday morning, I assume

things were worse because they
moved me to intensive care,” she said.

The Arlington woman said she
doesn't remember much about her
stay in the ICU. What she does re-
member frightened her.

“I remember being scared,” she
said. “I remember thinking we don't

have wills, I don't have power of attor-

ney set up, (my husband) Chip doesn't
do the bills, he has no idea where our
life insurance policies are.”

When she was initially admitted
to the hospital, Donnette was allowed
to get up to use the restroom on her
own. But that caused her oxygen
level to drop significantly. A portable
commode was set up next to the bed,
but even then doctors didn't want her
getting up. Instead, they wanted to
Donnette to have a catheter.

She refused.

“I'd rather try to do this on my
own,” Donnette said.

The nurses gave her the harsh reality.

FACES OF COVID

“We want to catheterize you to get
you ready to go on a ventilator,” they
said.

“I just said no,” she said.

As she realized what they were
telling her, Donnette thought of her
family.

“All T could think was I need to
call Chip, I need to call the girls, I
need to tell them stuff that they need
to know and kind of say good-bye,”
she said. “I knew it couldn't be good
if they put you on the ventilator.”

Donnette said she hardly slept
while in the hospital.

“I was afraid to sleep because
I was afraid I might not wake up
again,” she said.

Nights were also difficult as she
heard what was going on throughout
the hospital floor.

“They'd keep the door shut, but
you could hear alarms going off, so
you were wondering what was hap-
pening around you,” Donnette said.

After four treatments of remdesi-
vir, additional plasma and six days
in the hospital, Donnette was sent
home. However, she still required
oxygen.

Her father spent a few days in the
hospital before being transferred
to Nye Legacy. After two weeks, he
improved. He was discharged in
mid-January.

Donnette's husband, Chip, also
tested positive for COVID-19, though
his symptoms were mild.

Prior to contracting the virus,
Donnette was healthy, only having
issues with high blood pressure and
being overweight.

Donnette noted how important it
is to value every day.

“You're not promised tomorrow.
You're really not,” she said. “Take
care of yourself. Be nice to you.

Put yourself first sometimes. Don't
worry about what everyone else
needs.”

Evonik’s state-of-the-art production facility in Blair has
been turning Nebraska’s corn into the high-value feed
supplement L-Lysine sulfate for more than 15 years.

The product, commonly known as Biolys®, helps growing
animals stay healthy and strong. And it plays a major role
in reducing environmental waste. www.evonik.com

Biolys

Supporting Nebraska's industries - and a clean environment.

EVOnIK

Leading Beyond Chemistry

PHONE +1678 797-4300
feed-additives.evonik.com
www.biolys.com
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Store manager surprised at grocery stores being

CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL

Food Storage
Trash Bags

Picnic Supplies
Paper Towel
Facial Tissue
Bath Tissue

ELIZABETH A. ELLIOTT | ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING
Bob Trant, store manager at Family Fare, stands in one of
the aisles that saw much traffic during the coronavirus
pandemic — the toilet paper aisle.

5(3(( lque

1705 Washington St. * Blair, NE

Hours: Tuesday - Friday 10 - 5:30
Saturday 10 - 3

402-426-4400 * amy@brataboutique.com

Find us on
Facebook

“For special offers join.our VIP Text Club
Text BRAELO 36000

facebook.com/brataboutique

e grocery store is an essential
place, though Family Fare store
manager Bob Trant said that
came as a surprise during the

coronavirus pandemic.

“I don't think anyone in the gro-
cery business thought of themselves
as essential,” he said. “It is good work
and work that needs to be done, but I
had never thought of it as essential to
the public until something like this
happened.”

Yet, the doors remained open to
customers and some weeks their
business went up 50 percent from the
year before.

“We did our best to get every-
thing,” he said. “We feel like we need
to be here. Normally, I don’t know if
you think of grocery places being an
essential place. It turned into that
and we’re happy to be here to serve
the community.”

He saw purchasing increase when
restaurants closed.

“A lot of people were scared as you
could see by the buying,” Trant said.

The grocery store, like many
others, struggled to keep different
staples such as toilet paper on store
shelves.

“There wasn't enough truckers

BLAIR SEED SERVICES

525 S. 1st Street
Blair, NE 68008
Phone: 402-533-2244

Specific services provided to the Seed Corn Industry include: specializing in
small lot seed conditioning and packaging, carrying out field management,
conducting quality inspections, warehousing and distribution of seed corn.
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“We feel like we need to be here. Normally, | don’t know if you think
of grocery places being an essential place. It turned into that and
we’re happy to be here to serve the community.”

and the supply chain got disrupted,” he said. “Big
manufacturers adopted a just-in-time inventory.
There are still a few categories that are behind but
for the most part we are not in danger of not get-
ting paper towels or toilet paper.”

He said the hardest part was waiting for the
trucks that could show up to 14 hours late.

Trant said employees had mixed reactions.

“Some employees were a little cautious and
afraid, while others didn't think enough of it,” he
said. “Others were in the middle, and some dur-
ing that time were afraid to go to work but glad to
have a job. I think everyone is happy to be work-
ing.”

Trant said the grocery store hired more people
during the time, with the company allowing them

-BOB TRANT

to speed up the process and hire immediately on
the condition of background checks and I-9 forms.

“We were lucky enough to get people that were
let go of somewhere else,” he said. "We did our best
when trucks would come at other times than nor-
mal to have people stock the shelves."

Trant said they do a lot of stocking overnight
but some of it came during the day during the
pandemic.

"Toilet paper was loaded onto pallets and some-
times disappeared before it hit the shelves," he
said.

The store does its best to keep things safe for
shoppers.

"We added on cleaners to take care of the touch
points of store — including door handles and carts

etc. — and a professional company comes in once
a week spraying everything," Trant said. "There's
plexiglass wherever there are registers and we
provide gloves and masks for the associates."

Trant said they set 7-9 a.m. for older customers
and those with preexisting conditions, ramped
up the Fast Lane pickup service where custom-
ers don't have to sign for the bags anymore. They
stopped having popcorn and self service things.

"T don't know if it will ever come back but it is
gone for now," Trant said.

The steps taken have kept employees in their
positions.

"We are below the national average on having
employees out sick," he said.

FAMILY FARE

SUPERMARKETS

OPEN Mon.-Sun. 5 am.-11 p.m.
Blair Plaza * 402-426-4757

Offering Great Service,
Great Meat & Produce From
the People You Know...

All at Great Prices

Wine & Spirits

Fresh-Cut Flowers & Plants
Bakery & Special-Order Cakes
Catering & Party Trays
Full-Size Deli
Fresh Choice Cuts of Meat
Lottery Tickets & Money Orders

\

P
Look and see what’s inside Blajr’

1986 ° Celebrating Over 35

s Hometown Superma¥

Ket..
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t the beginning of the
coronavirus pandemic,
when schools were closed
indefinitely until the next

semester, educators were left wonder-

ing how to create the most normal

space for students as possible.
Lindsay Benoit, a third grade

teacher and instructional leader at

Fort Calhoun Elementary, feared stu-

dents would be set back academically
and not adjust to health protocols,
but quickly learned to tackle those
challenges.

"We see a learning gap when
they're gone for two-and-a-half
months, well, now it's been three
more months," she said. "I think we

20 FACES OF COVID

tackled it just like we do anything.
We knew we were going to meet the
kids where they were, and we had to
move forward.

In 20 years as a teacher, Benoit
said she and her fellow educators
at Fort Calhoun Elementary had
to think of a plan when school shut
down in March of last year.

"We had an inservice that Friday
before, and there was maybe a little
conversation about things possibly
coming down the pike and then
we got that call," she said. "I think,
initially, it was sad. Just because you
build these relationships and bonds
with the kids, and you expect that
closure at the end."

Written By CHEYENNE ALEXIS FEATURES@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

CHEYENNE ALEXIS|
ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING

Lindsay Benoit, a third
grade teacher at Fort
Calhoun Elementary, ends
her school days with
different mindfulness
exercises for her students
to remain positive amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.

/

Though there were hopes of re-
turning to school before the year was
up, that never came.

"You just immediately go into that
panic of, 'What am I going to do?" she
said. "Everything we do around here,
we do as a team."

That team-oriented atmosphere
helped the students and teachers re-
spond to the last few months of school
at home, with packets being sent
home for students to work on with
their families.

Many Zoom calls occurred to
maintain that semi-close contact with
students, albeit from far away.

"It was a challenge," Benoit said.
"The kids did not have their own

,‘,W

devices at the time, so a lot of our
activities we sent home were project-
based. If they had devices at home,
we have an online platform we use,
Seesaw, that they were very familiar
with that, so they were able to send
videos or pictures of their work to
communicate that way with us."

Fort Calhoun returned to school in
August, and students and staff were
required to use masks while social
distancing to avoid exposure.

A few students at the beginning of
the semester also opted for E-learn-
ing, though that is not offered at the
district any longer.

"We had a plan in place for those
learners. I think it says a lot for our

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County



administration as far as they left that
option of being able to learn from
home open if people didn't feel safe
sending their kids," she said. "They
got the curriculum and videos and
we sent those throughout the week
and did activities that way. We would
Zoom with them whenever they
needed it, at least once a week."

One other piece Benoit and the rest
of the team had to account for was
quarantined students, who had to
stay home after possible exposures to
the virus.

"That threw somewhat of a chal-
lenge," she said. "I think probably the
biggest thing that we kept remind-
ing ourselves was we have to stay as
positive as we can. They had the work
and we would communicate with
them what they needed until they
came back."

With the school year in full swing,

get through."

one piece Benoit put an emphasis on
in her curriculum was teaching her
students mindfulness.

"Finding the positives and not
dwelling on negatives, we've focused
alot on that," she said. "With a
positive attitude, we can get through

"Finding the positives and not
dwelling on negatives, we've
focused a lot on that. With a
positive attitude, we can get
through whatever we need to

FACES OF COVID

school year, Benoit said some days
are hard, but it's been a learning
experience for all.

"Not being able to be close to
each other and not being able to hug
them, the setup of the classroom has
changed, that has been hard," she
said. "I have learned that you can
prepare and prepare for something,
but until you're in the situation, you
go with the flow. The anticipation of
things is almost more painful than
actually doing something."

The adjustments, such as wearing
masks, have been relatively easy for
the students, Benoit said.

"Man, if this does not show how
resilient kids are, I don't know what
does," she said. "They just really from
the beginning bounced back. We're
here, we're going to do what we can
and move on."

-LINDSAY BENOIT

whatever we need to get through."
Benoit's students watch videos,
write positive messages and end
their days writing about what they're
thankful for.
As the school district has been
open since the beginning of the
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ABE’S
Trash Service, lnc.

Thank you for helping us grow from a company
with one truck to where we are today.

Locally Owned & Operated

www.abestrash.com
8123 Christensen Ln., Omaha, NE 68122

s 402-571-4926
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22 VETS FIELD PROFILE

Written By GRANT EGGER sPORTS@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

“IF YOU GIVE THEM SOMETHING NICE TO PLAY ON, SOMETHING THEY CAN BE PROUD ENTERPE PLBLIING

OF, IN MY OPINION, T JUST ENHANCES THE WAY THE KIDS PLAY. (IT ENHANCES) HOW ~_corent ol oner
THEY CONDUCT THEMSELVES, TAKE CARE OF THEIR BUSINESS.” — JAMES BILSLEND o rimar artker
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Field

ENTERPRISE FILE

Vets Field hosted an American Legion Junior Regional baseball tournament in 2008 with teams from seven states taking part. The Blair Dawgs and a Kearney team repre-

sented Nebraska.

aseball has long been

played where Butler Street

meets U.S. Highway 75.

“They did move the

outfield fence in,” American Legion
coach James Bilslend said. “Left field,
at one point in time, was 357 feet.
Moved in 21 feet.”

The Blair man had just been on
his hands and knees, working on the
infield grass next to the basepath
between second and third. Looking
out over the hometown ballpark, Vets
Field, he continued.

“The field was a lot bigger than
what it is now,” the coach noted.
“Fence used to be 8-feet tall and now
we're down to 6.”

Bilslend started with Post 154
Legion baseball in 2006 as a volunteer
assistant. In 2016, he took over as
head coach and decided it was time
that Vets Field would be maintained
how he saw fit.

The Bears' coach takes great
pride in the diamond that's been the
home of Blair baseball for decades.
He strives to keep it in as pristine of
condition as possible for his players.

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County

“If you give them something
nice to play on, something they can
be proud of, in my opinion, it just
enhances the way the kids play,”
Bilslend said. “(It enhances) how they
conduct themselves, take care of their
business.”

Vets Field may be next to a busy
highway, but it is very much apart
of its neighborhood. Folks can watch
games from their back patios and
one of Bilslend's former players lived
right next to it.

“It's a community thing,” the
coach said.

It's not uncommon to have folks
driving by honk their support. On
game days, many of those same
people sit under the many shade trees
and watch.

“It's just a picturesque ballpark,”
Bilslend said. “A lot of good players
came through here.”

TO HONOR WWII VETERANS

Vets Memorial Athletic Field his-
tory starts in March 1945.

The Blair American Legion Post
assumed responsibility of a fund

collection to construct a memorial
honoring the veterans of the ongo-
ing World War II. Like many Legion
Posts around the country, the fund's
sum would go toward a useful memo-
rial to serve “a community purpose
for years to come so that each time it
is used our citizens will think of the
men now so gallantly fighting all over
the world to preserve our liberty and
our lives.”

Through cash and war bonds, offi-
cials hoped for $100,000 going toward

one of four potential projects —an
athletic field and stadium among
them.

Two months later, the Legion Post
announced its decision to go forward
with a sports facility. Plans were
exorbitant. They called for a con-
crete stadium, tennis and horseshoe
courts, built-in loudspeakers, flood
lighting, dressing rooms and the abil-
ity to hold sporting and community

events.

At the announcement, Blairites

SERVICES

Headlight Restoration - Maintenance Service
Brakes « Heating & Air Conditioning
Electrical & Computer Diagnostic
Alignments & Suspension

Member Since 2001

IATNR $.55

International Automotive
Technicians'Network

875 lowa St., Blair, NE 68008
402-426-4217 Ei
Be our friend on Facebook for Updates

A

=TECH-NET
Professional
[AUT0 SERVICE
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James Bilslend is the current Blair Senior Legion baseball coach and primary caretaker of the town’s historic ballfield, Vets Field.The first state
champion American Legion baseball team to call Vets Field home was the 1980 Blair Midgets. Front row, from left: Jeff Combs, Kerry Gooper, bat
boy Mark Robinson, Mike Story, Greg Lehl, Tim Kruse, Shawn Wederquist and Rick Jordan. Second row: Jay Nielsen, Paul Seevers, Chip Duden,
Kent Ogle, Maris Deklavs, Bob Truhlsen, Brad Lippincott, Todd Robinson, Scott Nicholson and coach Barry Olson.

and business owners began contributing to
the fund. Hancock Implement Company of
Herman, Central Gas & Electric Company,
Henry A. Ruwe and Washington County
Bank were the first $500 contributors.

Donations by Clifton N. Robinson, Lund
& Guyer, O'Hanlon & O'Hanlon, Mrs. Mae
Allen Lazure and Martin O. Kuhr were re-
ported on June 28, 1945. In the same edition,
the Enterprise noted Fourth of July events,
including a baseball game to be played at the
“ballfield just two blocks east of the swim-
ming pool.”

The Blair Legion's Reed O'Hanlon went to

the City Council in October 1945 and asked
that the existing ballfield become the site of
the memorial stadium project.

COMING TO FRUITION
As 1946 and 1947 came and went, Vets
Field didn't make many headlines.

Internally, plans themselves were becom-

ing less extravagant.

Finally, in April 1948, work began. The
field lights — on 10 80-feet poles with eight
holding up 12 1,5000-watt lamps — would
cost $9,000 of the $14,000 raised in 1945.

“The lights will provide illumination for

both a baseball and football field and will
give Blair one of the best lighted fields in
this section of the country — outside of the
major league parks,” the Enterprise wrote.

Harry Morris and John Sutton led field
plans, and grading started soon after coach
“Duck” Krause's Pioneer Nite League team
started practices for the 1948 season.

The Enterprise newspaper regarded the
decision to move forward with Vets Field
plans would bring a “new sports era” to
Blair. The town's first night game under
the new field's lights was July 13, 1948. Nine
hundred fans attended as Blair lost an 11-5

)

Look & Feel Glamorous at
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*Recycling in Blair allows the WCRA to give back generously to the communities it serves. Recycle locally and give!
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game to Pender as announcers V.F. Bellows and Neil
Stanley called the action over the public address system.

Months later, the Blair High School football team
played to a 0-0 tie with Decatur in its first game under
the lights. Then, on Sept. 24, Art Sorensen scored Dana
College's game-winning touchdown against Tarkio Col-
lege on Vets Field. Tickets cost 60 cents apiece.

A GATHERING PLACE

Vets Field became the place to be in Blair for decades.

Baseball games, football tilts, pro wrestling matches
and boxing bouts were all contested in the space. Com-
munity events were regular occurrences, too.

“It was the place to go for something to do,” Scott
Nicholson said.

He remembers visiting Vets Field for Dana College
games as a child, hanging around the scoreboard as
numbers were flipped.

The first drawing of the contemplated Veterans Memorial Stadium project included much more than

just a ballfield in the Prairie Park Addition.

M

LET US HELP PROTECT YOUR DREAMS.

George Hall Agency, Inc.
George Hall, Agent

1641 Washington St

Blair, NE 68008

Bus: (402) 426-4860

N
AMERICAN FAMILY
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®

24-HOUR CLAIMS REPORTING & CUSTOMER SERVICE |-800-MYAMFAM (692-6326)
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American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies, American
Family Insurance Company, American Family Life Insurance Company, 6000 American Parkway,
Madison, WI 53783 010996 — Rev. 7/17 ©2015 — 11693947
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Nicholson started his baseball career in Little

school. Kids in those days didn't dream of playing at Vets
Field because of its conditions — it was a beat up field
from so many games — but because of what it meant.
The spotlight was on high school sports.

In 1980, Nicholson was a member of the very first

ENTERPRISE FILE
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Blair Legion baseball team to win a state title. The
Midgets — which is now the Junior Legion division
— defeated Aurora in York, finishing with a 27-4
record.

Post 154 went on to dominate the 1980s at Vets
Field. Blair squads won state championships in 1981,
1984, 1985, 1986, 1987 and 1989.

The '87 Post 154 lineup even won its title on the
home diamond.

“Most fans I ever saw at Vets,” former Blair
coach Mark Gutschow recalled. The 3-0 win against
Elkhorn — and future MLB pitcher Jason Samuel
Christiansen — was the first memory that came to
mind when he was asked about the home field.

Nicholson was there, too, returning to coach
alongside Gutschow, who initially brought him back
to his hometown ballpark to umpire. The longtime
Legion baseball coach said he can remember people
lining every inch of the chainlink outfield fence for
the Elkhorn title game.

Post 154's success on Vets Field continued into the
1990s and 2000s. It won state championships in 1992,

1998 and 2002 before hosting an American Legion Ju-

nior Regional Baseball tournament in 2008. Teams
from seven states, including coach Jeff Nelsen's

Blair Dawgs, participated.

By that point, Vets Field had long become base-
ball-only — aside from YMCA flag football. It stands
out as a classic ballpark in eastern Nebraska.

Nicholson said opposing coaches “raved” about
the field as he built schedules, inviting them for
games up through the 2010s. Blair Legion baseball
has a home at Vets Field.

“I don't think it should ever move,” he said. “Not
in my lifetime.”

BLAIR'S BALLPARK

Today, it's Bilslend who keeps an eye and main-
tains the historic diamond in Blair. The coach
tediously checks the grass and works the infield dirt,
making sure its ready for play even if the spring and
summer are months away.

“My daughter sent me a picture of a little boy
once,” he said. “He was raking baselines and it said,
'You give a baseball coach a rake and a baseball field,
and he'll be out there for hours."”

The coach cracked a smile.

“'You ask him to do it at his own place and it won't
get done,” he noted. “And as much as I hate to admit
it, it's true.”

ENTERPRISE FILE
The 1986 Blair Midgets celebrate winning a
state championship in York.

The members

Blair Volunteer Fire & Rescue Department | PO Box 402 | Blair, NE 68008 | (402) 426.4262 | www.blairvfd.com

of the Blair Volunteer Fire & Rescue
Department would like to thank the Blair Community for
supporting us this past year with your thoughts, prayers and
generous donations!

Your generosity and support help us provide the best
possible fire protection and rescue service to our community.
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PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER
NATURAL

RESOURCES

DISTRICT

8901 S. 154th Street
Omaha, NE 68138-3621
402-444-6222

Finding solutions today .paplonrd.org

f{)}’ a secure tomorrow.

Your Natural Resources District

The Papio NRD is governed by an elected
Board of Directors and is well equipped to
address a broad range of soil, water, wildlife,
recreation and forestry issues. The Papio NRD
area is the most populated in Nebraska and
includes all of Sarpy, Douglas, Washington and
Dakota counties; plus 60% of Burt and Thurston
counties. The many projects of the Papio NRD
are handled by a qualified staff of resource
experts who work cooperatively with other
government agencies, city entities and conservation-minded landowners.

Papio NRD Field Office and Staff

Papio NRD staff will assist landowners with conservation needs at the USDA Service
Center, 1060 Wilbur Street in Blair. For more information on programs that are available
call 402-426-4782. The NRD Staff is co-located with the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, USDA Wetland Team #7, USDA Farm Service Agency and the NRD
Washington County Rural Water. The Service Center and Staff — Terry Schumacher
(Land and Water Programs Coordinator), John Zaugg (Field Office Representative),
Kyle Madsen (Watershed Coordinator), Darlene Hensley (Program Assistant) and Kalani
Fortina (Conservation Program Support Specialist) - offer services for landowners and
others in need of natural resource conservation planning and programs. They can be
contacted at (402) 426-4782.

Working with Washington County Landowners

+ 226 requests for staff to assist landowners with conservation programs and practices.
55 landowners ordered 4,275 trees and shrubs. 16 landowners received cost-share on
their practices.
+ 10 landowners requested and 6 received $3,331.07 cost share funds to abandon
their wells.
+ 35 landowners requested and received $219,417.42 cost share for terrace systems.
+ 217.6 acres of land with native grasses and pollinators planted through NRD programs.
+ 20 WHIP five-year contracts at $6,531.50 a year in payments for Washington
County participants.

Papio NRD Tree Planting Program

The Papio NRD Tree and Shrub Program begins
in the fall each year. This is the time to plan and
order bare root seedlings to establish a windbreak,
shelterbelt or habitat area for Spring. Seedlings are
available at $22.00 plus 5.5 sales tax for a bundle of
25 of one species. The seedlings vary in size from 8
to 20 inches tall. Cost share funds are available for
plantings that meet NRD guidelines. Landowners can
order from November 15 through March 20. Order
forms and a species list are available at the NRD Field
Office, 1060 Wilbur Street, Blair or contact the NRD staff at 402-426-4782. Packets will be
sent upon request. NRD staff are also available to visit your site, assist with planning and
selection of species. The hand plant seedlings arrive mid-April. The machine plants are
stored in the tree cooler at Chalco Hills until staff plants the seedlings.

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County

Proud fo be serving
WASHINGTON COUNTY

IN 2021!

NRD on the NET - visit our website at www.papionrd.org

NRD Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program (WHIP)

Farm and acreage owners with small areas of land (2 acres to 20 acres) in Washington County,
could be eligible for this habitat program. The program is administered locally and provides cost
share funds to landowners that establish and improve wildlife habitat on their rural lands.

Five and ten-year contracts with a yearly program payment of fifty dollars per acre is available
to qualified landowners. The landowner will be reimbursed for planting a combination of
native grasses or legumes, wildflower, and pollinators; or a shrub planting, as specified in the
site development plan. Pollinator seedlings are encouraged. Contact John Zaugg, NRD Field
Representative, ext. 105, or Darlene Hensley and Kalani Fortina, NRD Program Assistants at 402-
426-4782 for more information.

The NRD Well Abandonment Program began in Nebraska in 1994.
Since then the Papio NRD has abandoned 494 wells at a cost
share of $245,857.89 in Washington County.

319 Papillion Creek Watershed Incentive Program

Incentives include cost share for agriculture
conservation practices within the Papillion Creek
Watershed. Goals of the program are to reverse
watershed impairment through the reduction of
nutrient, sediment and E-coli loading. Practices
include terraces, waterways and upfront funds for
plantings such as CRP buffer strips. Also offered are
stand-alone cover crop programs and a septic system
upgrade program. To see if your land lies within the
watershed and you would qualify for any of these
programs go to https://arcg.is/058Dim and search
by address. You may also contact Kyle Madsen NRD
Watershed Coordinator at (402) 350-3695 or email
kmadsen@papionrd.org.

Washington County Rural Water System

The Papio NRD operates the Washington
County Rural Water System that provides
customers with a safe, reliable and high-quality
water source. Each year the system purchases
over 170 million gallons of treated water from
the Metropolitan Utilities District and the City of
Blair. The system distributes water to customers
through a network of 75 miles of pipe and
mains. A total of 1,000 rural properties, the

City of Fort Calhoun and Lakeland are served
by this system. This clean and dependable
water service has been essential in helping
Washington County grow.
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WCRW Staff (Ieft to rlght) Bruce Sill and
Kyle Winn
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NINE STUDENTS from AGE: 17
across 1he county are ox- SENIOR, ARLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

em!ollfylng what it means fo Helping out isn't a second thought for Charlie
be involved. These students Hendry.

take pride in joining activi- Since she was in middle school, Hendry has
ties, achieving in academ- been at the forefront joining different organiza-

ics, volunteering their time, tions and volunteering her time.
competing in athletics or Hendry is in golf and Future Business Leaders

\ , of America, but has also been in student council.
lendlng a helplng hand Hendry has also volunteered at the elementary
whenever they can. school inside classrooms to help out with younger

Despite hefty time com- students.

mitments, these students
are dedicated to their work
and activities. Students do
more than just study, and
these 2021 “9 Who Shine”
candidates show what it
takes 1o participate in ac-
tivities and lead.

P & H ELECTRIC, INC.

1210 E. 17th St. » Fremont, NE » 402-721-7044

Electric Equipment Sales & Service
Motors-Hollow Shafts-Lima Generators-Crop Dryers
Jason Belts - Maska Sheaves - Fasco Contactors

Electric Motors
» Baldor Electric
* Regal Beloit

Serving our customer needs for over 59 years.
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Rewind & Repair
Up to 300 HP

"Any teacher can choose if they want me to go
into their classroom," she said. "I just help out with
whatever the teacher wants."

Hendry, who will attend Midland University
after graduation to study education, also helps out
with her mother's business, Kid Keep'r Home Day-
care, and volunteers at the Vacation Bible School at
St. Paul's Lutheran Church.

Hendry said volunteering and helping out came
naturally to her.

"Tlike doing it — its feels good to just help
out, especially because I don't like seeing people
stressed out because they can't get something
done," she said. "If I can help, I'l1l do it."

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County
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SENIOR, ARLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

Arlington senior Claire Allen
joined band in fifth grade as a clari-
netist, and always wanted to involve
herself with music.

Along with playing the clarinet,
Allen has been the band's drum major
since she was a freshman.

"To lead the band during our parade
in Arlington and at the state fair, and
I thought it would be a cool opportu-
nity," she said.

Allen has several primary duties
while guiding the band, including
teaching the upcoming junior high
school students how to march during
summer band camp.

9 WHO SHINE

While in band, Allen has had
solos during district music con-
certs, where she placed high her

freshman and sophomore years.

She was also nominated for confer-
ence honor band, where she sat at the
second chair for all three years she's
played.

Additionally, Allen plays volleyball
and runs track, and participates in
National Honor Society, Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America and student
council.

"Ilike to be busy and I like to be in
a lot of activities," she said. "I also like
to have leadership roles in those is also
what I like to do."

Though Allen doesn't plan to pursue
music at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln after high school, she intends
to play her instrument for fun while
studying pre-health.

Creating sustainable solutions designed by
science, powered by nature and delivered
through the dedication of area employees.

Keep creating

To learn more about our Lactic Acid
and Derivatives production, go to:

wWWwWw.corbion.com

650 IndUstriaI Park Drrive o Blair Nebraska
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AGE: 14
EIGHTH GRADE,
OTTE BLAIR MIDDLE SCHOOL

An eighth grade student has
been involved with many activities
since she was younger.

Elizabeth Bray has been in-
volved inside and outside of school.
She plays multiple sports at school
and also dances at Blair Dance
Academy.

Bray said she enjoys staying
involved in many activities.

"It keeps your options open and
it helps you gain teamwork skills
and leadership skills," she said. "It
also helps you learn there's no 'T' in
team and you have to work together
with your people."

With dance, Bray not only

Written By CHEYENNE ALEXIS reatureseenTerprisEPUB.COM | Photos by JOE BURNS

takes lessons, but also assists with
classes.

"Ilove dancing and I do different
types of dance," she said. "At dance,
I help teach a class, help first and
second graders in hip-hop, and
it's so fun to see them grow as a
person.”

Bray is passionate about me-
teorology, and wants to pursue it
as a career, and job shadowed at
WOWT 6 to learn firsthand what
the job entails.

"I learned that it's hard to
become a meteorologist, but it
definitely pays off if you have a
lot of fun with your coworkers,
and you can keep people safe," she
said. "You're kind of on the job 24/7
because if there's severe weather
overnight, you have to be there."

Independent Agents representing many
regional and national companies.

Lt s find the vight fitfor gou!
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* FARM
‘ =

* AUTO
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’ * WORK COMP.
f  BOAT
Lark Rasmussen, Mindy Misfeldf & Ben Misfeldt e RV

Arlington Insurance Agency
225 W. Eagle St. » Arlington ¢ 402-478-4107
Over 75 Years in Business!

Here at BabKel Mechanical, we pride ourselves on quality work in Industrial,
Commercial and Agricultural Industries.
Reach out to Babkel Mechanical on your next project for welding repair, metal
fabrication, mobile work and process and industrial piping.

ABKEL

210 Sheridan Street ¢ Blair

402-533-0901
@ BabKel Mechanical LLC

402-533-4711

30 NINE WHO SHINE

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County




Written By CHEYENNE ALEXIS reaTureseenTerpRISEPUB.COM | Photos by JOE BURNS

AGE: 18
SENIOR, BLAIR HIGH SCHOOL

Blair High School senior Emma
Cada is heavily involved both inside
and outside of school, and attributes
this to her being a "people person."

One of her biggest involvements
is music. Cada is in concert choir,
show choir, a capella, marching
band as a percussionist, Tri-M as
vice president and concert band.

Cada said she enjoys show choir
and concert choir the most.

"Show choir in particular isn't
really prevalent in a lot of places
other than the Midwest," she said.
"I joined in seventh grade, thought
I was going to quit because I was
scared of wearing sequins and then

9 WHO SHINE

fast forward six years, I'm the
captain and I love it."

Cada said she has found camara-
derie through music.

"We truly have some of the nicest
kids in choir and show choir," she said.

After high school, Cada will
study political science and attend
law school. In the midst of this, she
said she hopes to continue music in
some facet.

Along with music, Cada is also
the class president, president of
National Honors Society, vice presi-
dent of Future Business Leaders of
America, in Spanish club, was in
yoga club, competed with the speech
team, a homeroom mentor, B-Club
member, a volunteer at her church,
played four years of varsity volley-
ball and three years of soccer.
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e AGE: 17
LR Q ' QQ SENIOR, FORT CALHOUN HIGH SCHOOL

P One Fort Calhoun student has taken his talents to the national level.
"'M Ethan White is on the Elite Cheer Eclipse team and has competed across the
SERVIEE United States.
White started off with gymnastics, which he's been doing his entire life.
"I decided to take a break and thought about other sports, but I thought I should
stick to the gymnastics path because I was good at it so I started doing cheer and
have for the past two years," he said. "It's been going really well.

|
"This year, we're looking to go to an international competition in Florida. We're

&7 &

RY BELE

trying to get out there because our team is really, really good this year."

White tried out for his team and originally landed at a lower-level team first,
before he got better at stunting and was promoted.

"It's been a really nice experience," he said.

Along with cheer, White is also a state officer for DeMolay, a young men's organi-
zation that focuses on community service.

After high school, White intends to continue cheering and competing at the na-
tional level, along with taking classes at Metropolitan Community College.

“A g:::’lf:ge of CITY OF BLAIR

Blair is one of the best places to live in Nebraska and offers residents

both urban and rural living with that small-town feel. It is grounded in
traditional community values and provides volunteer opportunities,
quality education for children, recreational activities for families and
quality employment opportunities for citizens.

Blair is a growing community with both newly developed residential

areas and new businesses. It is a great example of a community living,
learning and working together to provide a great place to call home.

In 2019, Blair celebrated 150 years (e(l'mn'g/ tﬁw ‘S’wmm,
'
e Emergency Notifications e E-Billing

remembering the past and preparing for the
CI I Y OF BLAIR ¢ Sign-Up Notifications e User Friendly

future. City leadership continues to work
e Online Payment Services e Access All City Departments

hard to provide the great quality of life
citizens have come to expect. Come grow
with us and make Blair your forever home.

1869 - Celebrating 150 Years -20719

quo\@\ 218 S. 16th St. © Blair e 402-426-4191 www.blairnebraska.org

www.blairnebraska.org
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£/ frarad fitrgesald

AGE: 17
SENIOR, FORT CALHOUN HIGH SCHOOL

Training and showing horses has been a longtime passion of Fort Calhoun senior Hannah
Fitzgerald.

Since she was 11, Fitzgerald has shown horses and competed at local and state levels.

"I started at the local level showing around Fort Calhoun and Omaha," she said. "I worked my
way up to state shows and I now show Nebraska Quarter Horse."

Fitzgerald has always been around horses, as her family farm always had them, but it wasn't
until she started taking riding lessons she started to fall in love with it.

Fitzgerald's horse showing season begins in March. She normally performs all shows in
Lincoln, but she has done bigger shows in Oklahoma at the national level. She hopes to one day
compete at the international level.

Fitzgerald has one several awards for horse showing, including a 2018 Pinto World Show compe-
tition where she placed 10th in English equitation and then third in the zone competition.

Fitzgerald said it takes lots of patients training horses.

"Sometimes you don't always know what's going on or what's wrong," she said. "It's about not get-
ting too heated in the moment, calming yourself and getting things figured out."

% 1 L

Selintd ‘Ihtroducing:
~ FAMILY DENTAL CENTER
Dr. Brock Lewis, DDS qf_ B]_AIR

1904 South Street, Suite 103

=
6’3 Blair, N€ 68008

402-426-3334
®

Call today to set up your appointment
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Fort Calhoun Community Schools
Gateway to the Past. Pioneers of the Future

The Mission of Fort Calhoun
Community Schools is to

Foster learning in an inspiring and caring environment, provide

Opportunities for all students to be successful, instill the attributes of

Respect and responsibility among staff and students alike and
present students with the

Tools to succeed in life

The Pioneer Advantage

Forward-Thinking Board of Education e Dual Enrollment High School/College Classes - CNA Teammates Mentor Program

Great Community Curriculum, Metro Community College, Metro College Robotics Program

Community Support Now - MCC Career Academy, Peru State College Great Schools 2020 College Success Award
Accredited Preschool Award-Winning Fine Arts Program Newly-renovated and Expanded Building

Licensed Mental Health Services

Full-time SRO

A rating of “Excellent” in NE AQuUESTT Scoring
Staff trained in Mental Health First Aid
Nebraska Framework Accreditation

Competitive Athletic Program

Test Scores Above State and National Averages
Before and After School Program

Caring Staff

Pioneer Learning Center

Small School Advantage

“1 to 1” Chromebooks Initiative for Grades 4-12
Individualized Career Plans for all 9-12 Students
Junior Jump Start Program

www.fortcalhounschools.org
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AGE: 18

o Atk

SENIOR, ARLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

Josh Miller has kept his academics and
athletics balances throughout his years of
high school.

Miller has participated in football, wres-
tling, track and baseball while at Arling-
ton High School, though he's played sports
since he was a child.

"You can only do sports for so long in
high school, so I figure, why miss out on
the opportunity when you can only do it
for so long?" he said.

With wrestling as his primary sport,
as he was coached by his dad starting
when he was 3, Miller was ranked at the
top for wrestling his senior year, and has

9 WHO SHINE

remained in the top four at the state level
since his freshman year.

"I love how it's an individual, yet a team
sport,” he said. "You're out there on your
own, it's just you and another guy. But it's
also about being able to turn around and
watch your teammate wrestle, cheer them
on."

Since he's wrestled for so many years,
Miller said one thing he loves is helping
younger students and seeing them suc-
ceed, as well.

Miller is also in Future Business Lead-
ers of America, is vice president of student
council and is president of National Honor
Society.

Miller will either attend the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln or Kearney and study
pre-med.

GRILLIN’ TIME
IS FAMILY —
& FRIENDS

See our great selection of
Grills, Smokers & BBQ rubs,
sauces & accessories for your grillin’! We also have spicy
products from across the USA. You can taste them all!

Blair’'s BBQ Headquarters = www.chilidawgs.com

1940 Ridgeview Road, Blair, NE = 402.426.4090
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CAMPBELL ~AMAN

FeU-+*N=+*E-+*R:*

Experience the Difference

We have years of experience caring for families, from all walks
of life. Each family comes to us because they know we are lead-
ers in our profession, dedicated to excellence in service and
have the highest integrity.

444 South 17t St., Blair, NE 402-426-2191
www.campbellaman.com

TOTAL AUTO REPAIR SERVIGE!

e 0il Changes e Clutches
* Brake Service AS= * Service Engine
e Shocks/Struts CERTIFIED TI_|ghtfJ
e CV Joints * Tune-Ups
* Belts/Hoses * Air Conditioning y g”etl & Electrical
o Alignments Service/Repair . Tyjilgnﬁse air
* Batteries * Complete Tira U Starters/ﬁsternators
e Complete Exhaust Service o Scheduled
“Service for everyone * Radiator Flush/fil * Belts/Hoses Preventive
unlike anyone” ' * Transmission Service e Diagnostic Service Maintenance

® 1210 Grant St. « Blair * 402-426-2173 »
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AGE: 14
EIGHTH GRADE, OTTE BLAIR MIDDLE SCHOOL

Eighth-grader Zach Anderson has taken strides into his preferred career
and given his all to stay on top of his academics.

Since he was young, Anderson has played in band as a trombonist.

"I've been playing since fifth grade, so about three years," he said. "I go to
band, practice at home and I have solos during concerts. I like jazz band a
lot more than concert band because it just sounds cooler and it's more fun to
JIEVA

Though the COVID-19 pandemic did halt many of the performances, An-
derson has been involved in All-State band.

"T auditioned and made it and I was excited," he said.

Along with band, Anderson has a passion for math, as he wants to be an
engineer.

"I just like patterns, and set rules," he said. "I take classes at the high
school — it's a lot more homework, but it's not that bad."

Anderson also posted the highest score of his MathCounts Program team
when he was in seventh grade at an invitation. In the competition, Anderson
places 28th out of more than 150 students.

The Washtub

We desire to offer a safe,
sanitary and service-friendly
experience by providing:

* Self-service Machines
* Drop-off Laundry Service
* Drop-off Dry Cleaning Service

Mon.- Sat.6 a.m.- 9 p.m. * Sun.6 a.m.- 8 p.m.
932 Grant St., Blair * 402-426-5600 - www.blairwashtub.com

See our full
line of Stihl

products at
Blair Ace!

The mission of Reclaimed

B’air“CE Hardware Chiropractic is to heilp every

man, woman and child reclaim
Join AGE Rewards and Shop, Earn and SAVE their health and live a life to their

Blair Plaza - 114 S. 8th St. e Blair fullest potential Dr. Bailey Backhuus
Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. ¢ Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 231 South 9th St.
Sundays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. £ Reclaimed  Bair NE|402-260-2500
402-426-9160 www.acehardware.com 4] —cHirorracTic — reclaimedchiropractic@gmail.com
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Vmart;ShoppersChoose,G:kokeels

3 FORCE

GETZSCHMAN HEATING
Rapid Response Air Repair

Call 402-721-6301 or Getzschman.com

HANSEN
CHIROPRACTIC WELLNESS

Benjamin Hansen, D.C.

Palmer Graduate

402-426-3663
hansenwellnesscenter.com
1454 Colfax Street
Blair, NE 68008

CENTER

“Adding Years to Life
and Life to Years.”
Total Chiropractic Care
Nutritional Evaluation
Massage Therapy
Diet Education
Exercise Consultation
Family Practice

Sean Connor, D.C.

Palmer Graduate

Monday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - Noon

NEW LOCATION

Find us at our new
Missouri Valley office

_§: ACCREDITED
BBB BUSINESS
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GINGERICH

1903 Hwy. 30, Missouri Valley, 1A
402-426-5022 | 712-600-2410
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FONTANELLE PROFILE

JOE BURNS | ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING
This home in Fontanelle was built in 1880 and was owned by Albert

ucked in the Elkhorn River Valley
in western Washington County is

one of the oldest communities in Ne-

braska. While not much remains of
the now unincorporated village that at one
time boasted a college, Fontanelle's pioneer
history can still be found.

Selecting a town site

Fontanelle, though not spelled the same, is
named for Logan Fontenelle, an interpreter
and Omaha chief. In 1854, the Nebraska Col-
onization Company was formed in Quincy,
I11., to secure its members and their families
home in the Nebraska Territory.

That summer a group of “colonists” trav-
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Written By LEEANNA ELLIS EDITOR@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

COURTESY WASHINGTON COUNTY MUSEUM

At the Albert Sprick home on May 22, 1938, in Fontanelle. Pictured, from left: William Curdt,

Luther Monke, LeRoy Bisbee, Clyde Allen, Henry Rohwer, John McDonald and Frank Adams.

eled to Nebraska to view the land, traveling
through Iowa by wagon and through Omaha
before reaching what would become their
final destination in what would become
Washington County.

It is easy to see why the members of the
Quincy Colony chose this area of the county
to settle from a description in the book “His-
tory of Dodge and Washington Counties,
Nebraska and Their People.”

Streams, including Bell Creek, Brown
Creek and the Elkhorn River coursed
through Fontanelle Township.

“This part of the county is one of nature's
real garden spots and man has made it one
of beauty and intrinsic value by tilling its
fertile soil, erecting its many handsome

farm houses and constructing its scores and
hundreds of wagon-bridges and culverts
after modern specifications,” it said. “To be
a landowner in this township is to be known
as an independent, contented and happy
person who should be thankful that his lot
was cast in such a goodly place.”

John T. Bell, whose father, James, was
among the first settlers at Fontanelle and for
whom Bell Creek is named, described the
colony's decision to settle.

“Crossing the creek the colonization
party pursued their way to the banks of the
Elkhorn, and were so pleased with the sur-
rounding country that they decided to locate
there,” he wrote.

The party proceeded to the camp of the
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Omaha Tribe and held a “grand pow-wow
with the purpose of securing its good will.”
The colonists paid the tribe to protect their
interests until members of the company could
be sent out to establish their new town.

Within a year or two, there were more than
200 residents in Fontanelle.

A place of firsts

In the fall of 1854, the company sent Rich-
ardson to occupy the townsite on behalf of the
company. The town was originally located in
Dodge County and even served as its county
seat until it was eclipsed by Fremont and the
county boundary lines were changed in 1860.

However, initially Richardson, who rep-
resented Dodge County in the territorial
Legislature, was pushed to located the capital R s e
at Fontanelle — an effort that did not succeed
as Omaha was named the capital.

Fontanelle did, however, get a charter to : :
establish a college, then known as Nebraska TR e
University. The college later was moved to '" 5 x
Crete and renamed Doane College.

The village was also host to a few
other firsts in the county, including the
first school, which was taught by Emily
Strickland in the winter of 1855-56 and the
first church, Fontanelle Congregational
Church, organized by Rev. Reuben Gay-
lord, in May 1856.

- _' e ‘L“:’ B it ; g :‘ .

COURTESY WASHINGTON COUNTY MUSEUM
The Fontanelle Store, established in 1854,
closed in 1959.

ment, and the story she told upon her
arrival led the settlers to believe they
were in danger of being attacked by an
overwhelming force,” Bell wrote.
However, there was no attack.
It was many months before the settlers
considered themselves safe, Bell wrote.
JOE BURNS | ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING  The territorial governor stationed a

Encounters with Native Americans

The first deaths reported in Fontanelle
were that of George Demaree and a Mr.
Porter in July 1855.

Demaree, Porter and his wife were com- i f the Nebraska Uni- militia company near Fontanelle during
’ i rks the location 0
ing back from breaking ground near Bell . This m:;:(;:v“::‘d commemorates tl_\e settlemeljlt‘ (‘)lf8t5h4e the f:all and winter.
Creek when they encountered Native Ameri- » Quincy Colony I . Aimee Taggart Kenny, who came to
cans they thought were members of the : it Fontanelle with her parents as a small
Omaha Tribe. child, said they were warned that Native

Americans would attack.

“In great fear we gathered in the school-
house and watched all night, the men well
armed. But we were never molested,” she
said.

It's unclear what tribe they were from as
accounts differ. One, written by J.H. Peters,
indicated they were Pawnee. Another,
written by John T. Bell, indicates they were
Santee Sioux.

As Demaree was riding by, one of the Na-
tive Americans took his hat. Unable to get
it back, Demaree threatened to shoot the
man, who in turn shot him and Porter.

Mrs. Porter, unharmed, ran back to

A town dwindles

At its height, more than 800 people lived
in Fontanelle, according to census records.

Fontanelle for help. Hartl’mg Cemeter_y, which is located on Camp Fonta The 1860 Federal Census showed numerous
“Perfectly frantic with fear and excite- nelle’s pr operty, is the final resting place to ma ; residents, including farmers, carpenters,
Fontanelle’s early settlers, ny o
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The first college building, Nebraska University, at Fontanelle in Washington County.

blacksmiths, clergymen and lawyers.

But the population dwindled to just a few
dozen after the college was moved and the
town failed to secure a railroad connection.

In October 1959, the village's 105-year-old
Fontanelle Store closed its doors, according to
an article in the Fremont Tribune. It was the
last business in town at the time.

“Mrs. O.E. Wilkinson, operator of the store
for the past eight years, said she is giving up

40 FONTANELLE PROFILE

the business because she feels she is getting
too old for the six-days-a-week routine behind
the counter,” the article said.

Wilkinson also operated the Fontanelle
Post Office, which closed in November 1959.

“The post office has more or less held the
town together,” Wilkinson said. “Before the
store closed the place was full in the morn-
ings when parents who brought their chil-
dren to Fontanelle School would stop in for

COURTESY WASHINGTON COUNTY MUSEUM

mail, a chat or provisions.”
It was believed the post office was the sec-
ond oldest operating in the state.

Fontanelle today

Today, there are a couple of dozen homes in
the town that sits just south of state Highway
91. A few of the homes date back to the 1880s,
including the former Albert Sprick home, a
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brick structure located along Ninth Street.

Sprick's father, Henry, was an original
member of the Quincy Colony. Both Henry
and Albert served in the Nebraska Legis-
lature. Albert was also a proprietor of the
Fontanelle Store for a time, according to his
obituary.

Fontanelle is home to two businesses —
Nebraska Irrigated Seeds and the Fontanelle
Orchard — and a church, Salem Evangelical
Lutheran Church.

Just south of the village is Camp Fonta-

FONTANELLE PROFILE

nelle, a facility of the Great Plains Confer-
ence of the United Methodist Church Camp-
ing Ministries.

Included in the property of the camp is
Hartung Cemetery, where many of the first
Fontanelle settlers are buried.

While not much remains of the original
town, there are two nods to its history.

Located along Eighth Street is the Fonta-

nelle Township Hall, which was built in 1896.

It has been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places since Sept. 9, 1982.

The Fontanelle Township Hall was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1982.

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County

Just to the west of the building, where
Nebraska Street curves around to Seventh
Street, is a historic marker — a boulder with
a plaque marking the site of the first college
and commemorating the village's settlement.

“This native boulder marks the site, 225
feet south and 110 feet west of the first college
in Nebraska, now Doane College, chartered
by the First Territorial Legislature in 1855. It
also commemorates the Quincy Colony settle-
ment in 1854.”

JOE BURNS | ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING
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ON THE JOB

THERE'S A SAYING
about walking a mile in
someone’s shoes in order
to know them better. What
about following a post-
man on a walking route to
hear about the encounters
especially with snow on the
ground. Or feel what it is like
to walk 11,000 steps a day
for work?

What about septic tank
pumping? Did you know it
takes a few hundred feet of
pipes dragged through a
yard to clean out the tanks,
with buckets of water to
clean the pipes?

A car stranded on the
side of the road or crashed
down an embankment can
take patience and coordi-
nation on the part of a tow
fruck driver.

The opportunity fo do
on-the-job training can be
eye opening. It can also
provide a new appreciao-
fion for the things people
got through at their jobs.

Follow a postal worker, a
septic pumper and a tow
fruck driver on a day in the
life of their work.

42 ON THE JOB
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READY TO Bz HOOKIEED UP

Jonesy's Towing helps drivers at their worst moments

oren Jones of Jonesy's Towing received a call. A driver hit an animal crossing the road and the front end was
damaged. He asked the driver what type of car they drive before deciding which of his tow trucks work best.
He has a few options. Will he need a wrecker tow truck or a flatbed?

Jones decided on the flatbed. He didn't know what he'd encounter when he got to his destination. Will the
car be drivable? Will it be somewhere in a parking lot that he'll have to maneuver around several vehicles. Armed
with the description of the car, he headed to Oakland.

Jones tries to limit his tows to around a 100-mile radius, though he has gone as far as Sioux Falls, S.D., before.

Jones backed his flatbed up near the car and got out to inspect the damage. It wasn’t that bad. He turned on the
car and found that it was drivable.

Once he got the car lined up with the bed of the truck, he drove it onto the bed which was elevated backward as
if he was driving it up a ramp. After the car is on the truck, he picked up the chains and placed them
behind the wheels to secure the car before leveling the flatbed.

Then it was back to Blair to drop it off at a dealership for repair.

In his nearly 50 years of towing vehicles, Jones has seen cars and trucks in all levels of trouble.

From engine trouble to cars of flipped and rolled into ditches and ravines, he never leaves a vehicle
behind. Though some tows may take a brief time, some take upward of a few hours.

The controls used to hook up a vehicle are mostly on the outside of the truck and on the flatbed the
mechanics can be reached from either side of the truck, making it safer to load the vehicle. But, he
said, it can be a dangerous job having to pick up cars on the side of the interstate. Jones has had close
calls with cars not seeing his truck despite all of the lights.

Jones has also been a volunteer firefighter for several years and has seen both sides of some of the
car accidents — both medical rescue and removing the vehicle from the scene.

Over the years, Jones has seen changes with how things are done.

"Most of the time, if it's an accident or a ditch, I'll talk to whoever is there," he said. "I used to
take it right away but now you have to wait. Insurance companies are different now. They ask a
lot more questions."

Above, Loren Jones of Jonesy’s Towing drives a car onto the flatbed tow truck in Oakland. At left, Jones
attaches chains on his flatbed tow truck in Oakland to secure the vehicle.
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Loren Jones secures the
chains under the car’s tires.
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Morrow Kennels

Over 45 Years of Business

4691 County Road E
Tekamah, Nebraska
402-374-2026

& Boarding
& Grooming
& Pickup and Delivery

We have 3 Groomers with a cumulative 70 years Experience
Quiet-Secure-Country Setting
Spacious Inner and Outer Runs, All Climate Controlled

Remember: Experience Counts
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=L.LOREN JONES

@ Senior Life Solutions*

Senior Life Solutions services are designed to provide assistance
to individuals suffering from one or more of the following:

* Grief and Loss
* Decreased Energy

* Low Self-Confidence
* Loneliness
* Depression
Senior Life Solutions program referrals can be made by anyone, including a
patient’s physician, family member, or other healthcare professional. If you or
someone you know could benefit from this program, please call: 402-533-4448

* Anxiety
* Crying
¢ Life Transitions

W Memorial Community
_awll Hospital & Health System

Blair * Fort Calhoun ¢ Tekamah
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1 DAY IN THE LIFE ..

POST OFFICE

~Mail takes many steps before reaching mailboxes

n aroom behind the mailboxes at the Blair Post Office sits every
type of mail imaginable — magazines, newspapers, letters, parcels
and more. Somehow, through the work of mail clerks and carriers,
it all gets distributed as more mail comes through the door.

It is a scene Brian Greunke, an Arlington native, is familiar with. He's
worked for the U.S. Postal Service for 27 years. Through snow, sleet, rain
and even the 2014 hail storm that left more than 50 dents on the roof of his
30-year-old truck, Greunke delivers. Like many postal workers, he has
incurred a few dog bites along the way.

He starts his day by clocking in and doing a vehicle inspection. What
faces him when he arrives is a tub of magazines, small parcels,

letter mail and flat mail as he waits for the Amazon packages
to be sorted.

Brian Greunke delivers
mail to one of the
several dozen houses on
his walking route.

Brian Greunke’s
mail truck is filled
with letters and
packages for him
to deliver.

44 OoN THE JoB

The pile is larger in the winter.

"It's really not until you have been in here do you realize
how much stuff we handle at Christmas time," he said.

Greunke started his career in Fremont as Christmas help.

Not only does he have to sort the mail, but has to manage
address changes, holds and even new houses being built on
his route. These changes are part of the 632 potential deliver-
ies he makes each day. He gets a set of labels with the changes.
For those who moved without leaving a forwarding address,
the post office gives 10 days before they are sent back to the
original sender.

Before he leaves the building to make his deliveries,
Greunke sorts the mail into different bins. Once everything
inside is collected, he loads his truck. Every inch of the truck
is filled with packages and mail of all shapes and sizes. He
has both walking and driving routes, but said he preferred
the curbside delivery.

Greunke said they used to get done earlier with sorting so
that the mail delivery could get done earlier before the tem-
peratures got too hot. Now, the deliveries have a staggered
start time during the pandemic.

Greunke said he likes the job for its stability.

"There's always mail even during a pandemic," he said.

Over the years, he has gotten to know addresses well.

"I go to parties with my wife and people will quiz me on
addresses," he said. "I used to know every address. People
would pull open a phone book and test me."

In addition to making sure the mail gets delivered to the
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Brian Greunke first has to sort the mail into these bins before he can start
his deliveries.

“A Network of office product systems

and services, close to home!”

Office et
Order Online www.officenetusa.com
(Log on as guest to view products)

648 North Broad * Fremont, NE 68025

402-721-6436 * 800-658-4441 * Fax: 402-721-3517
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correct mailboxes, Greunke had to
contented with large snow drifts and
slippery roads. He often cuts through
yards in order to cut some time from
his walking and delivery time.

One house on his route started a
trend of sorts with their neighbors by
plowing a path along their houses for
him to walk through instead of need-
ing to go all the way back to the street

to walk around. Most of the houses
have mailboxes close to their doors,
while a few on his route had them
closer to the sidewalk.

Along the way dogs bark at him
from inside the house or inside the
yard. But Greunke hasn't escaped
the canines all together. He said he’s
been bitten four times over the years.

N
PizzaHut

Up to 3-topping
Large Pizza for

$Io.00

Coupon expires 3/31/21. Offer only good at Blair location.
Not good with any other offers. Additional charges may apply.

Sandwiches

oo QutPizzas
TheHut | P

S. Hwy. 30 - Blair, NE
Order NOW! - 402-426-4006

New Frontier Insurance Agency

COMMERCIAL

Business « Commercial
Contractors * Property
Work Comp * General
Liability * Tools « Event
Bonds Equipment * Auto
Builders Risk * Commercial
Vacant Property

PERSONAL

Car * House * Umbrella
Renters * Rental House
Motorcycle - Boat
ATV * Motorhome
Golf Cart * SR-22
Collector Car » Camper
Farm * Personal Watercraft

Life « Cancer
Medicare Supplements
Long-Term Care
Disability - Dental
Vision * Accident
Group Benefits - Health

N

NeIw Frontier Qéﬁeggﬂu

‘ 402-468- 4544 Fort Calhoun
402-731-2505 - Omaha

www.nebraskasinsurance.com

“p—\r 1y
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ohn Archer, owner of
S&S Pumping, looked
at his app for the first
call of the day. He sits
behind the large wheel of

a large Mack truck with a
4,000 gallon tank attached,
making his way to a house
near Herman to locate a
pump and septic tank.

To locate the tank, he
drug a probe around several
places in the yard. Once he
located it, he dug around the
tank and headed back to the
truck where he connected
200 feet of hose and drug it
to the septic tank. He ran the
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pump and washed things out
with water.

The next job was to find a
tank near Fort Calhoun. He
tried for almost an hour but

was not able to find it. Employ-

ees keep records of where the
pumps are located generally,
pinning them on their maps
for review down the road.

Employees drive to differ-
ent jobs, fill up their tanks,
which have a gauge that says
how full they are. After they
reach close to 4,000 gallons,
they'll drive over to a dump
site in Iowa.

Every morning the sched-

AN OIL GHANGE FOR

ule looks different for the
employees at S&S Pumping.
They’ll access an app on their
phone detailing open proj-
ects and select one. The app
will be updated throughout
the day as projects are added
or completed.

“The app tells where they
are all at and the status of the

Written by ELIZABETH A. ELLIOTT NewseenTerpRisEPUB.COM | Photos by ELIZABETH A. ELLIOTT

¥ Abave John A}cher pwner and driver for.S&S Pump-

"’ingr,rﬂﬂs a hose th

project,” Archer said. “Before
I was trying to call everyone
about each job."

The job, he said, changes
daily.

“Some days you get dirty,”
he said. “Cleaning out meat
lockers is no fun.”

One of their main jobs is
pumping septic tanks.

h a septic tank on a place

“It’s not as bad as you
think," Archer said. “It’s not a
porta potty. When you pump
the septic all the stuff goes
into the top and sinks to the
bottom. You won’t see much."

As far as smell, he said the
bacteria breaks down the odor.

The job isn't always a typi-
cal 8 to 5 workday. They get
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John Archer, owner and drrver for S&S Pumping, drags the 200 feet of hoses back
toward the truck after pumping a septic tank at a house.

ON THE JOB

calls at all hours of the day and night.

“It is like we are changing oil on
their septic tank," Archer said. “We are
getting rid of everything so they can
start fresh. If you don’t pump a tank it
could get thick plugging a pipe and if it
plugs you were out $5,000."

Aside from septic tanks, they clean
the scales pump out of grain eleva-

tors and other places. They do commer-
- 9 4 7 FM 94.7 Blair Radio is your community supported
L " local radio station designed to serve the community

B LAI R with your voice in local interviews, local news,

weather, organization and school reports with a fun
RAD I UE music shuffle highlighting the best of decades in
Lacal Blair Radio  pop and country with hope mixed in.

NOW Located at: 2905 College Dr. Suite 301 in Blair H

402-426-9470  www.blairradio.com

cial hauling, mud and grease pits, septic
pumping and septic inspections. Despite
the frozen ground, he said it’s easy to
find septic tanks in winter because the
ground won’t freeze around them.

He said it usually takes about a half
hour to pump the septic tanks. Some
of their work is done after businesses
close so the work hours will vary.

We've partnered with Blair Community Schools,

" i (—) —

==U' ' BlairSports.net and American Broadband to bring you
/ expanded coverage of Blair School events. Watch this

b'a'% i program expand to benefit students and the community.
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s

Bowker, O.D.
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¢ Medical Eye Care
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¢ We submit to most medical insurances including Medicare

¢ We offer the most current styles of glasses, prescription/
non-prescription sunwear and contact lens technology
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HISTORICAL HOMES

Written by CHEYENNE ALEXIS FeatureseenTERPRISEPUB.COM | Photos by CHEYENNE ALEXIS

BEING A COUNTY
MORE THAN 160
YEARS OLD, it's clear
Washington County has
a plentiful history to offer.
One way to indulge in the
rich history of Washingfton
County is the many his-
torical homes around the
areq, which tell stories of
all the people who first set
foot in the county. From
intricate architecture to
famous first settlers, these
National Register of His-
foric Places are a staple in
Washington County. Three
homes around the area
have been renovated to
replicate the original de-
sign or given to the county
for all o take a step back
in time and understand
where it all started.

48 HISTORICAL HOMES

he Frahm House
sits on a hill on
15th Street in
Fort Calhoun.

The house was left to
the Washington County
Historical Association in 1994, and remains a popular
spot for tours and other events.

Given as a gift to his wife, Sarah “Sade” Beales, Alfred
“Fred” Frahm built the home in 1905 after purchasing the
six blocks of land for $850. The couple only had one child,
Catharine, who passed away in 1994.

The home is unique in that it does not have a struc-
tural addition.

Inside the home is furniture and other items owned by
the family.

Faith Norwood, curator at the Washington County
Museum, said the house is always fun to visit because of
its history.

HOUSE

"To me, the house
reminds me of my grand-
parents' house," she said.
"The family was so heavily
involved with the museum."

One point Norwood
enjoys about the house is it never left the family, and was
given to the museum after Catharine Frahm passed away.

Fred Frahm was born in Fort Calhoun in 1871. He later
owned the Frahm Mercantile Store, which was down the
street from his home, until he sold it during World War I.

Sade Beales was born southwest of Fort Calhoun, and was a
member of St. Mary's Episcopal Church in Blair. She was part
of Fort Calhoun High School's second graduating class in 1894.

Catharine Frahm was an active member of the Wash-
ington County Historical Association, and served as the
museum director.

Fred Frahm remained an active member of the com-
munity, serving as a councilman, on school board and as

Above: The Frahm House is located at 220 South 15th St. in Fort Calhoun. It was built in 1905 by Alfred “Fred” Frahm as a

wedding present for his wife Sarah “Sade” Beales.
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mayor. He died in 1949.

The home's ceiling was painted blue,
which may have indicated a belief in ghosts.
The blue-colored ceiling is supposed to
represent water, which would seemingly
confuse ghosts to not pass.

Before plumbing, the Frahm family used
an outhouse, and also had a two-story barn
for their horse and carriage.

Behind the home, a hill sits where the fam-
ily would get their water supply, which would
travel into the kitchen and run through a
stove to warm, then taken to the bathroom.

The inside consists of two floors, which
has a small foyer and staircase. A parlor
separates the foyer and dining room. The
most modern piece in the house is a sink in
the kitchen from the 1930s.

Upstairs, visitors will find three bed-
rooms. The two women slept in one room,
and Fred Frahm slept in another, which
also included a separate sitting room.

Besides tours, Norwood said the Frahm
House can be rented for parties and other spe-
cial events, and there are also descendants of
the Frahm family who decorate on Christmas.

Norwood held one of her favorite events at
the home, where she displayed vintage swim-
suits and undergarments around the house.

The museum also held a walking tour

about the home.

Washington County Fairgrounds — Arlington, NE
Watch our Website for Events and Entertainment

Featuring these Fair Favorites: Rodeo, Tractor Pull,
4-H Exhibits, Open Class, Live Entertainment and more...
www.washingtoncountyfairne.com

est. 1925

7" BLAIRTITLE ‘

TITLE INSURANCE AND ESCROW SERVICES

Kelly Lawson, Manager
Title Department
402-426-4844

Jen Camden, Manager
Closing Department
402-426-9191

1548 Front St., Suite 101 « Blair, NE « www.blairtitle.com
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around the city, which had the Frahm
House as a stop for those wanting to learn

HISTORICAL HOMES

A bedroom
in the Frahm
House on the
second floor.

The upstairs of
the two-story
house has three
bedrooms.

PUBLIC SKATING
Enjoy a great year of
skating at Sidner Ice Arena

Please check our website for a complete schedule listing at:

www.fremonticearena.com
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_———the'Frahm House.

sseoste A typewriter

“we  .Sitsinthe
dining room of

The living room of the Frahm House. Most of the items
inside the home are original to the family.

""To me, the house reminds me of my grandparents' house.
The family was so heavily involved with the museum."

HEALTHY FISH.
HEALTHY FOOD.
HEALTHY OCEANS.

Veramaris is a joint venture of DSM
and Evonik for the production of the
omega-3 fatty acids EPA and DHA
from natural marine algae. Located
in Delft, the Netherlands, Veramaris
was launched in 2018, because its
parent companies shared a vision: to
conserve marine life by using ocean'’s
own resource — natural marine
microalgae.

50 HISTORICAL HOMES

Producing an algal oil rich in the two
essential omega-3 fatty acids EPA
and DHA through large-scale fermen-
tation at its facility in Blair, Nebraska,
USA, Veramaris enables partners
along the value chain to become
independent from wild-caught fish
and meet the growing demand for
animal protein responsibly.

@ Follow us on LinkedIn

www.veramaris.com

omega-3
promise

-FAITH NORWOOD

veramaris
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Written by CHEYENNE ALEXIS FEATURES@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM HISTORICAL HOMES

ocated in the 1800 block of

Grant Street, the Castet-

ter House was built in 1876

for Abraham Castetter, a
banker who arrived in Blair the year
the city was founded in 1869.

Over the years, the house has
undergone many changes, including
several by Pat and Kathy Tripp, who
purchased the house in 1977.

Pat said they spent around 15
years restoring the home, as it was in
disarray when they first bought it.

"The prior owners thankfully did
all the electrical work, so it was in
great shape," he said. "Everything
else probably had to be restored."

One thing the Tripps tried to make
sure of was keeping the restora-
tion work local, and hired painters,
contractors and even a teacher in the
area to help restore the home.

By 1989, the house was named
to the National Register of Historic
Places.

The Tripps sold the home after
their second child was born, since _‘- 4 w' 'L’i
they wanted to focus on the family ¢ ,,,
and not restoring the home.

"When we sold our house, it was in
amuch better condition," Pat said. "An g ' 'g
old house is a never-ending project." / x

Castetter originally settled in
DeSoto , in the 1850s before moving
to Blair. He owned Waubeek Bank in
DeSoto before opening the Banking
House of A. Castetter in 1898.

Castetter owned three or four lots
on the street, two of which were used
to build the Castetter House.

"What's interesting is, it started
out in one style, and then through the
fact that he had a child who was in
a wheelchair, he went in and remod-
eled the house by cutting the west

ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING FILE PHOTO

Above: The Castetter House featured in
February 1989. Pat Tripp restored the
home around this time

CHEYENNE ALEXIS | ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING
Right: The Castetter House is located on
the 1800 block of Grant Street.
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one-fourth of the house and moving it
to the west," Pat said.

The house had an interesting
design, Pat said.

"The section in the middle of the
house expanded the hallway in the
dining room and gave them room for
an elevator in the 1880s," he said. "It
had an elevator, front stairway, back
stairway, about 75 windows, 17 rooms
and I believe they had servants be-
cause they had a servant call button.

"They had a pulley system up-
stairs with full knobs and chains
that went into the attic and across the
system of pulleys so they could ring
for help upstairs."

Some unique pieces of the house
includes the carriage house, which
the Tripps could fit three cars in at a

time, as well as the round porch.

Another interesting piece Pat en-
joyed was the attic, where he found the
pulleys and chains for the hall system.

"The back stairway was interest-
ing because that's where the servants
could access the top floor," he said.
"One of the things we went through
with the architect is looking through
the basement and finding original
basement walls and how the addi-
tion was added to the middle. In the
dining room, you can see the original
basement steps to the outside, which
are three steps that go nowhere."

There are also large water cisterns
made out of brick around 10 to 12 feet
deep and 6 to 8 feet wide outside the
back door on the west side. Cisterns
were still there when the Tripps

COURTESY WASHINGTON COUNTY MUSEUM

Abraham Castetter was a banker and realtor in Blair. He arrived in 1869, the year

52 HISTORICAL HOMES

the city was founded.

We can change your Vision!
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Washington County!
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moved in, and a lot of piping to the house house and hope it continues to be maintained."
was still there. The home's current owners declined to H ISTO R I CAI‘ H OM E S
"We actually filled the cisterns with sand be interviewed.
with the idea that if we ever wanted to,
we could pump sand out and have this
really cool brick room down below,
but we never got that far," he said.
Though they don't live in the home
any longer, Pat said he feels great to
be part of renovating history.
"Kathy and I spent a long time work-
ingon it," he said. "We still love the

“We still love
the house
and hope it
continues to
be maintaine

-PAT TRIPP

COURTESY PAT TRIPP

CAMP Located near the Elkhorn River on
ntﬂneue Highway 91, 2 miles south

¢ s s i T sesiHODIST CAME of Fontanelle, NE

9677 County Road 3, Fontanelle

WORKING FROM HOME THIS SUMMER?
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Visit www.blairhousing.com " By Camp
B2 4 24
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housing program and how to apply.

z|p||ne egg
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402.426.4552 Annual B8Q &
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Fremont Area Chambers of Comme

Friday by appointment only
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HISTORICAL HOMES Written by CHEYENNE ALEXIS FEATURES@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

on the National Register of Historic
.. Placesin 2013,

-
R
ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING FILE PHOTOS
The 0ld McDonald House
living room in 2013._
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he Old McDonald Farm sits on
County Road P26, about two miles
south of Blair near Mill Creek.
Bill Kerrey purchased the Old
McDonald farm in 2000, and renovated it to
look like the 1898 version of the house.

"I purchased the 40-acre farm from the
McDonald family, and it had been in their
family since 1890," Kerrey said.

After purchasing the 40-acre lot for $600,
the house was built by John McDonald, his
three brothers and wife, Anna McBride, in
two phases: one in 1896 and 1898.

"When I bought the property 20 years
ago, it had the house, a barn and it had a
small brooder house and it had a larger
brooder house," Kerrey said. "I decided to
restore the main house and the barn. I did
that in cooperation with the State Histori-
cal Society following their guidelines. They
requested the Department of Interior put
the 40-acre farm and the improvements on
the National Register of Historic Places."

As far as restorations, Kerrey said every-
thing seen on the house is new, aside from
the windows.

"The porch light is an addition as is
electrification, plumbing, heating and air
conditioning," Kerrey said. "Also the brick

ULTRA 22\ |
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walkway and stoops were added; these
bricks used to be on the streets of Blair."

Kerrey worked on restoration with
Myrtle McDonald-
Olson, the 10th of
11 children from
John McDonald
and Anna Mc-
Bride.

"Following up
on that conversa-
tion with Myrtle,
we held family
reunions the last
four years where
relatives of the
McDonalds and
the McBrides
would come out
for potlucks," he
said.

All members of
the family lived
in the house with
no electricity or

HISTORICAL HOMES

COURTESY WASHINGTON COUNTY MUSEUM

running water.

The four daughters The McDonald Family at their home in the early 1900s. Pictured
shared a room, while the seven boys slept back row from left, James, Al, George, William and John. Front
upstairs. row from left, Nellie, Belle, Lizzie and Kate.
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The family retrieved water by a
well and a rainwater catcher.

The barn was also restored,
though not to historical standards.

"We restored it so it can be used on

the first floor and second floor," he said.

The barn was also a place where
the relatives would come out for barn
dances, which is still going on today.
Anna McBride would play the pump
organ, which her sons would lift
through the door.

Kerrey said he has obtained notes
left by John McDonald and his broth-
ers while renovating the home.

"As they worked on the house they
wrote notes with pencils on the sid-
ing of the house," he said. "We found
them when we moved the siding and
plaster on the inside of the house.
They all worked there together and
somehow had the skills to do this,
and did it without power, electricity
and used all hand tools."

Kerrey said the family was

very frugal.

"When we tore the house apart on
the inside, we found books and jour-
nals that John McDonald had kept
and he kept records of his expenses,"
he said. "He spent less money in one
year than most people spend in one
day. They built that house with inge-
nuity and very few materials."

Kerrey said he's grateful to be part
of this historical home.

"It was folks back in the late 1800s
and early 1900s that brought their
skills, commitments and really gave
us what we enjoy today," he said. "I
think a lot about that when I drive
down streets in Blair, because a
lot of the homes in Blair have been
restored. A lot of the things we enjoy
today are thanks to these people who
came in with almost zero money, but
with a lot of commitment and hard
work. They created what we call
Washington County, even what we
call Nebraska."

COURTESY
The barn at the 0ld McDonald Farm was used for barn dances in the early 18th
century, and is still used to host barn dance events today.
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. . ”
a community can do to benefit its people
-Andrew Carnegie
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www.blairpubliclibraryfoundation.org
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Join us on Sundays for our 9 AM
Facebook Live Worship
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ATHLETES TURNED COACHES

COUNTY GRADS
HAVE TAKEN
WHAT THEY'VE
LEARNED AND
BECOME TEAM
LEADERS

Students at Blair, Arling-
tfon and Fort Calhoun High
Schools have the opportu-
nity to join athletic teams in
the fall, winter and spring
every school year.

If they take the chance,
student athletes can ex-
pect to practice, play and,
most importantly, sweat.
They sweat from hard work
practicing new and old
skills, developing team
chemistry and learning
their responsibilities.

Athletic lessons can stick,
too. Through life, Washing-
ton County high school
graduates carry with them
their experiences as Bears,
Eagles and Pioneers.

Sometimes, those former
BHS, AHS and FCHS athletes
take those experiences and
pay them forward through
coaching. They take their
influences and teach the
next generation of student-
athletes, impacting the
futures of those teenagers
as well.

58 ATHLETES TURNED COACHES

Written By GRANT EGGER sPORTS@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

TOOK COACHING LESSON FROM HIS DAYS AT AHS

oach Ken Ritzdorf's bas-
ketball program was on
fire when Clint Brown was
growing up.

The Arlington Eagles won a state
title in 1985 and, though he wasn't
much younger than them, the 1990
AHS grad looked up to guys like
Lonnie Graver, Lance Swanson,
Brian Greunke and Troy Brainard.
Brown participated in music and

plays, but sports are what his young
life revolved around.

When he got to high school, the
current Abilene Christian Univer-
sity defensive coordinator stood
out on the football field. Still, his
coaches — Brian Moeller and Steve
Johnson — gave it to him straight.

“They're the first guys who sat
me down and told me I could do
more,” Brown said.

The lesson upset the teenage
him, but he's carried the point with
him since. When he sits down and
talks with Division I college football
players now, he tells them the truth
just like his Eagles coaches did.

Becoming a coach

After his days at AHS, Brown
walked onto the Nebraska football

COURTESY EREMY ENLOW
Abilene Christian defensive coordinator Clint Brown, right, an AHS grad, celebrates with a player in 2019.
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team.

The linebacker worked his way up to second string
during one of the best stretches in Cornhuskers histo-
ry, but then saw himself drop down the pecking order.
The reason, however, wasn't what he thought.

Brown's coaches saw plenty of value in the senior,
but they saw it most in his ability to set an example and
lead. They told him he could help them mold a young
freshman recruit into the next Blackshirt star.

That freshman, Jay Foreman, went onto an eight-
year NFL career.

“That's what got me,” Brown said.

The Arlington grad's coaching career built from
there. He became a student assistant, helped coach at
Nebraska Wesleyan, became a grad assistant at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha and then did the
same at New Mexico State.

After a stint at Bethel College in Kansas, he re-
turned to New Mexico State and, eventually, returned
for a job in his home state at Wayne State.

“It was kind of a wild ride,” Brown admits.

That ride slowed, however, when the defensive coor-
dinator landed at South Dakota State in 2009. He stayed
for 10 seasons, starting his family in Brookings. He
no longer wanted to be the coach bouncing around the

WASHINGTON COUNTY’S
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636 North 20th Ave., Blair, NE
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68008

ATHLETES TURNED COACHES

country, subjecting his wife and daughter to the moves
— until it was time.

Abilene Christian

Brown's run with the Jackrabbits was a success. The
team became a regular FCS playoff participant.

Abilene Christian, though, was a good opportunity
for a coach from Arlington to prove himself once again.

Brown believes in coaching loyalty from his days at
Nebraska, but he also knows coaches today are judged
by their progression. If someone stays in the same spot
for too long, the outside perception is that they have
nowhere else to go.

So, seeking a challenge, Brown made a career move
after a decade at South Dakota State.

“I've never had an issue betting on myself,” he said.

Now in Texas, the coach still carries his hometown
with him, bringing a small-town, walk-on mentality
to his job each day. In recruiting, Brown likes to find
those diamonds in the rough — multi-sport athletes
who made names for themselves in their community,
but not far beyond it.

“Ilived it,” Brown said.

The Arlington grad knows how it works, and how
the truth is an important tool to his career.

o £
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It doesn’t matter if you saved money in 15 minutes.

gl —
PAVEL INSURANCE AGENCY

“I'VE NEVER

HAD AN

ISSUE BETTING
ON MYSELF”

— (lint Brown

s

Insurance Agency

402-426-3780

1765 Washington St., Blair NE
pavelins@juffer.com ¢ www.pavelinsurance.com

It doesn’t matter if your neighbor has the same insurance you do.

‘What matters right now is that you get to enjoy the little things
in life - feeling completely at ease - because your independent
insurance agent and the company that stands behind
them have you and your entire family covered.

avel

PHYSICAL THERAPY

SPORTS MEDICINE & AQUATIC THERAPY

402-426-3488 * www.blairpt.com

Auto-Owners Insurance >

P e Pl Pl

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County ATHLETES TURNED COACHES 59



ATHLETES TURNED COACHES Written By GRANT EGGER SPORTS@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

THE SEEVERS BLOOD'

|
Becoming a coach : |

Seevers' career on the bench and in the dugout was
influenced by his family, Mike Lehl, Dave Warrick,
Joe Unstad, Mark Gutschow, Concordia University
coach Larry Oetting and many more.

It was Warrick and Unstad who let him work with
younger kids growing up and Gutschow who brought
him into the Blair American Legion baseball fold in
1988. He helped coach the Midgets for the first time
during the summer between his junior and senior
seasons on the Concordia football team, where he
went on to have a hall of fame-worthy career.

Seevers always thought he'd go on to coach foot-
ball — he was a star quarterback for the Bulldogs in
college — but while teaching at Fairbury he earned
the basketball job. His teams were tough, but never
reached the Class B state tournament.

Instead, the Jeffs made the C1 bracket and in 1995
snapped Wahoo's 47-game winning streak during the
first round of a runner-up run.

Seevers' top player at Fairbury was Jon Beerbohm,
who went to play collegiate hoops at Boston College.

The BHS grad then coached at York in the late
1990s with future Nebraska Cornhusker football
player Aaron Golliday as his standout. Soon after,
though, Seevers gave up teaching and, subsequently,
coaching for new career opportunities.

“Ididn't get out of coaching because I didn't love
it,” he said. His actions later in life proved it.

hil Seevers surrounded himself with sports
growing up during the 1970s and '80s in
Blair.

Athletics were a family affair. His father,
Gary, was a coach.

“Coaching is in the Seevers blood,” the 1985 Blair
High School grad said.

Like his father, Phil wanted to be a coach, too.

York softhall

Seevers' wife, Danyel, got him back into a coach-
ing role when she started the York softball program.
Initially, he'd help out, but joined the staff full-time
soon thereafter.

Danyel's team accomplished its first district title
in 2012 just a few years after she started the program
and overhauled how softball was done in York. Her
husband was there alongside her, too.

£ -4 . el gL el A5 g B\ St I

Together, the Seevers were able to coach their COURTESY PHOTO

daughters, Karlee and Abbey, with Karlee earninga The Seevers pose for a family photo after York’s win in a 2016 district final. Phil, left, a BHS grad, is with
spot on the Nebraska roster. She's currently a junior Karlee, from left, Danyel, Ryan and Abbey.

right-handed pitcher for the Huskers.

The father said it was difficult at times coaching stepped away from the program they built in 2019  still so thankful to have coached as long as he has
his own children in such a competitive family, but to spend more family time together. and to have done it all through his influences in
“overall, it was a great experience.” His son Ryan Seevers says his only regret, if he has one, was  Blair during the 1970s and '80s.

was the Dukes' biggest fan, but both Danyel and Phil not winning a state softball title. That said, he's
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Becoming a coach

“I wanted to do something in ag,” Flynn
said last December.

After his high school graduation in 1986, the
teacher moved on to Midland University, which
had presented him the opportunity to play both
basketball and football under coaches Rich
McGill and Don Watchorn, respectively.

Soon after, though, Flynn realized doing
both wasn't in his best interests. He chose
hoops and McGill encouraged him to get an
education degree.

The BHS grad agreed and eventually
started a long career by tutoring at Arling-
ton High School.

“That's when I knew,” Flynn said.

It was a slow journey, but sports had led
him to teaching and coaching.

“Coaching is teaching,” the farmer's son
added.

Through all of his coaching influences at
Blair and Midland — his parents, Dave War-
rick, Mike Lehl, Dennis Sellon, Watchorn and
McGill among them — Flynn learned how to
pull the best out of kids in the classroom and
on the field. He started his coaching career
with stints at David City Aquinas and Fre-
mont, but returned to Blair in 1996 as a volun-
teer assistant on the boys basketball team.

“I wanted to come back to my hometown,” the
coach said. “It had that much of an influence.”

Since, Flynn has served as the Bears' girls
basketball coach, boys basketball coach and
a football assistant for more than 20 years.
His most recent assignment has been middle
school hoops.

“It's really the purest form,” he said of
seventh- and eighth-grade basketball. “Ev-
erybody should coach it once.”

GRANT EGGER | ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING
Scott Flynn has been a coach for nearly 30 years after graduating from BHS in 1986.

FLYNN BRINGS PARENT-TAUGHT WORK ETHICTO ;. i highiighs

Flynn's favorite part of coaching Otte
Blair basketball is seeing a child who's never
made a bucket score. The Bears cheer their
teammate and the coach knows the kid has
earned the acknowledgement.

More specifically, Flynn's favorite high

school coaching moments involve Krantz
Field and his 1998 girls basketball team. The

lair High School sports participation from it. They instilled work ethic. latt q hed stat dhi .
B was a big part of Scott Flynn's life dur- During one instance of Saturday chores, the \;asegr?(‘%ﬁz ter;r?lc ed state and his cousin
ing the mid-1980s. future Otte Blair Middle School science teacher ;
& The football highlights include state semi-

It was also a way to get out of chores and coach complained to his father about his BHS
on the farm. If he had the choice between football playing time. His dad looked up and made his mes-
or basketball practice and chores, he'd pick prac- sage clear.
tice. “Earn your spot.”

But Flynn's parents didn't raise a lazy kid. Far

finals berths in 2009 and 2010 as an assistant
coach to another influence, Darren Harsin. But,
most of all, he loved coaching a younger genera-
tion of Flynns — his among them.
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he first time Fort Cal-
houn wrestling's Drew
Welchert remembers

coaching was on the base-

ball diamond.

The 2002 FCHS graduate was help-
ing his father instruct his younger
brother Jake's youth team. The kids
were about 11 years old.

Both Drew and Jake, a 2005 gradu-
ate, played sports year-round grow-
ing up. The younger Welchert thinks
it probably kept him out of trouble.

The brothers were neighbors to
longtime Pioneers wrestling coach
Jim Meyer. Though his favorite sport
was baseball, Drew spent a lot of time
with Daniel Meyer, the coach's son,
and developed into a state-champion-
ship level grappler.

In wrestling, practice partners
help each other get better. The sport
itself lends itself to teaching.

“We're here to learn wrestling and
we're here to teach others wrestling,”
Drew said.

Jake believes lessons are passed
down from coaches, but also fellow
wrestlers.

“I know my brothers' group had an
impact on our class,” he said.

Becoming coaches

“I might still be working on that,”
Drew joked when asked when he
started considering himself a coach.

That said, both Fort Calhoun
wrestling coaches had plenty of
experience leading youngsters on the
mat before taking over the Pioneer
program in 2016.

Jake first coached while a college
sophomore in Lincoln. Through col-
lege intramurals, he was offered the
opportunity to work with the Lincoln
High wrestling program.

There, the younger Welchert
brother learned about working with
kids who grew up different than
him. One such athlete had some legal
issues while in high school, but even-
tually resolved them, graduated and
went onto college.

Drew's last stop before com-
ing back to his alma mater was at
Omaha Northwest. The situation was
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Fort Calhoun wrestling coaches Drew, left, and Jake Welchert took over the Pioneer program in 2016 when their coach — Jim

Meyer — retired.

similar to at Lincoln High — Kkids
went through a lot more within their
larger city than he had in Calhoun.

He said it was a great experience
learning about and finding wrestling
success with those Huskies.

Fort Calhoun wrestling was prob-
ably the only coaching job that could
have gotten Drew to leave Northwest.

“It was an aspiration,” Drew said.
“But that was some big shoes to fill.”

To follow the career of his coach,
Meyer, he asked Jake to help him lead
the next generation of Pioneers.

“I would only do it if you're will-
ing to do it with me,” Drew recalled
thinking.

Coaching influences
Meyer is a big influence in how

the Welchert brothers lead the Fort
Calhoun program today, but he isn't
the only one. Drew said all of the
coaches he's work with are, while
Jake referenced Monte Christensen
and Jim Ward, specifically, from his
hometown.

Drew, who played saxophone in his
FCHS days, said even band director
Mark Jones had an influence on his
coaching career.

Altogether, the Welcherts' expe-
riences have led them in how they
guide the program they grew up in.

“We compliment each other pretty
well,” Jake said, noting that the job
has helped keep two brothers close as
well.
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aylor Stewart's first game as

head coach was stressful.
“I'm not going to lie,” the

2015 Blair High School grad

said.

The first-year Tri County girls basket-
ball coach admits feelings of nausea prior
to the opening tip last December. Just five
years removed from her high school gradu-
ation, and less than two after her final days
at the University of Nebraska-Kearney,
Stewart led the Trojans against Wilber-
Clatonia and came up short.

“I was frustrated for several days after,”
she said. Her competitiveness built as a
Bear couldn't let the disappointment go.

But, as the season went on, Stewart's
young team responded to her coaching as
she also learned her way. The first signs of
progress were the Trojans' effort and posi-
tive attitude against a tough Diller-Odell
squad.

“It's hard to lose,” the new head coach
said. “But we're still growing.”

Growing up
Stewart was a three-sport athlete at
BHS, competing in volleyball, basketball

Blair High School graduate Taylor Stewart, right, is in her first season coaching the Tri County girls
basketball team. She concluded her time as a Bear in 2015 before graduating from the University of
Nebraska-Kearney in 2019.

MULTI-SPORT BEAR STARTS HER

COAGHING GAREER AT TRI GOUNTY

and track.

The coach's upbringing in a sports fam-
ily left behind many memories of shooting
hoops from a young age. She recalls YMCA
basketball games and club ball once she hit
Arbor Park Intermediate School. Success
during the annual Midwest Invitational
Tournament — more prominently known
as the MIT — in Lincoln stands out as a
highlight.

In high school, Stewart's favorite sport
was volleyball, but she believes her Bears
basketball team was better than its record
indicated. In track, Blair coach Bryan
Soukup valued her as a pole vaulter and let
her help lead athletes through the event at
meets.

“He was preparing me to be a coach,”
Stewart said.

Becoming a coach

The 2015 high school grad attended
UNK until her graduation in 2019, staying
involved with intramural sports as she
earned her teaching degree.

Stewart then landed her first job at
Tri County, a rural school about 50 miles
southwest of Lincoln, and had an “inter-
esting” first year capped by the COVID-19
pandemic.

Going into her second school year, she

received a phone call from her superinten-

dent.

“I thought I was in trouble,” Stewart
joked.

Instead, he asked that she become the
Trojans new head basketball coach. She ac-
cepted, though her schedule became hectic
as she built up safe physical education cur-
riculum and laid the foundation of her new
hoops program. Support of her family and
fiance got her through.

Also, Stewart reached out to basketball
minds from her days at BHS. Her former
coach, Shawn Ekwall, and current Bears
coach Matt Aschoff provided a helping hand
as one Blair's own started her coaching
career.

Together, Stewart and the Tri County
Trojans are growing.

J
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WASHINGTON
COUNTY IS HOME
TO ANTIQUE
TRACTORS, A PARTS
MANUFACTURER
AND RARE FARM
EQUIPMENT

THEY DON'T make
things like they used fo.

[t's a common line, and
one uttered on farmland
over and over again. While
some who make their living
from the earth do so with
top-of-the-line machin-
ery, others make do with
classic equipment passed
down through generations.
They can do that because
tfractors were built to last
and do across Washington
County, Nebraska and the
Corn Belt as a whole.

But there’s more to the
agriculture business than
working the land, and
harvesting corn and soy-
beans. Sure, it starts with a
farmer and his Farmall, but
it extends to parts, mainte-
nance and, in some rare
cases, an idea to fulfill the
needs of local beer brew-
ers.

At top, Josh Christensen

of Christensen Hop Farm
stands in front of his 1988
Wolf WHE 280 hop harvest-
er, a German machine rare
in the United States.
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IS home 1o rare
German harvester

ei inbetriebnahme bandlauf
kontrollieren!

It's what's written on a bright
red sticker stuck to the side of
Josh Christensen's towering, 33-year-old
mechanism situated in a similarly massive
building just south of Fort Calhoun off of
U.S. Highway 75. The German script reads,
“Check the belt run during commissioning,’
according to Google Translate.

The apparatus, meanwhile, is a 1988 Wolf
WHE 280 hop harvester. The structure it
resides in is the home of operations to Chris-
tensen Hop Farm.

Christensen started picking hops four
years ago after a conversation with his
brother-in-law about making beer. He
started off with a few hop plants next to his
home, but developed that start into a small
farming operation where most of the work
was done by hand.

“That isn't much fun, actually,” Chris-

i
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tensen joked.

Abe's Trash Service is the family business,
but his grandfather was a farmer before his
father, John, amassed a tractor collection of his
own along the way.

Christensen, though, has the most rare farm
equipment of all. As far as he knows, just two
Wolf WHE 280s are operational in the United
States. One is in Indiana, while the other sits on
flat, Washington County farm ground that's also
produced corn and a cotton crop in the past.

The 1988 harvester came from Michigan.
Most hops are grown in the Pacific Northwest,
but the Wolf WHE 280 seller operated in The
Wolverine State.

It took two shipping containers to get the ma-
chine to Nebraska, and the Michigan man came
along to help Christensen assemble it. It took
little time with the right people.

“It's a simple machine,” the Fort Calhoun
man said.

Essentially, the harvester works much like a
combine, reducing hop bines — or “vines” — to
the cones, which are used by brewers to make
beer. A series of belts and drums break down
the plant, eventually sending the cones down
a conveyor belt to the dryer. The process takes
just more than a minute, but the dryer takes 16
hours to take the crop from a 79-percent mois-
ture reading to just 8 or 9. The hops are then
converted into bales and can be frozen.

The harvest season happens at the end of
August through the middle of September with
most of the in-field work done by hand with
Christensen's kids playing a big role. The Fort
Calhoun hop farmer built his own picking
wagon for just $2,000 and pulls it with a John
Deere 4020 tractor.

Christensen has been to 100 breweries in the
region and has built his business relationships
face-to-face. Brewers generally appreciate local
products as long as quality is what they get.

With Christensen's hops, quality is upheld.
According to his website, the list of brewers

who've used his product include Upstream Brew-

ing Company, Benson Brewery and Farnam
House Brewing Company of Omaha; Code Beer
Company and Empyrean Brewing Company

in Lincoln; Jukes Ale Works of Elkhorn; Kros
Strain Brewing in La Vista; Sandhills Brewing
in Taylor; Loop Brewing Company of McCook;
Lazy Horse Brewing in Ohiowa; HWY 14 Brew-
ing Company of Albion; and Keg Creek
Brewing of Glenwood, Iowa.
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Josh Christensen pulls his hop picking wagon with a John Deere 4020.
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Michael Van

Der Hart and
Shilo Schank

are behind the
day-to-day
operations

of Keep ‘Em

Crawling in
Blair, special-
izing in John
Deere crawler
parts and
restoration
efforts.
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eep ‘Em Crawling, Inc., has connected Michael Van
Der Hart to nearly every corner of the country.

Blair’s John Deere crawler restoration and parts
business once sent him to a suburb of Los Angeles.
There he picked up a 430c tractor that had spent its years of
service on a lemon orchard.

Van Der Hart took it all in. He learned about California dust,
saw lemon and avocado production in person and recognized
the necessity of citrus fenders on Keep ‘Em Crawling’s newest
machine.

The fenders gave the crawler a “slick look,” he said.

Van Der Hart’s unique Washington County tractor busi-
ness, largely ran by Shilo Schank and he, was all started by his
father.

A VOW 10 KeeP EM

RAWLING

Business origins

“What guy out there doesn’t want a bulldozer?” Van Der Hart
asked . “A tractor?”

His dad, Mark, certainly did from the first time he spotted a
John Deere crawler from a school bus window during the 1970s.
From that point forward, the eventual Blair business owner
decided he would one day own one.

Many years later, on a trip to Oregon, Mark came across
a pair of 1952 John Deere MCs in the weeds. He talked to the
owner, who’d only sell the crawlers together, and sent his wife
information about what he’d discovered.

Michael remembers his brothers and sisters emphatically an-
swering, “yes,” when asked if they were onboard with the fam-
ily purchase. So, it was made and the machines were loaded up
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and hauled back across several states to Nebraska.

That’s when a second discovery was made.

As Mark began to restore the MCs, he found that
replacement parts were hard to come by. The Van
Der Harts had to reach out to Oregon once again to
a supplier, who just so happened to be on his way
out of the business.

The Nebraska family stepped up and bought the
retiree's crawler inventory, which led to the forma-
tion of Keep ‘Em Crawling, a sister company to
C&R Automotive — the Van Der Harts’ shop.

As tractor business grew, Michael took the reigns
from his father. Mark still offers his expansive ex-
pertise and has a large hand in paperwork, but his
son — who has helped with the automotive business
since he was kid — gives all of his focus to tractors.

2-person team

“Mike’s the walking encyclopedia of (the busi-
ness),” Schank said, sitting next to her colleague
inside the Keep ‘Em Crawling building on the
corner of 10th and State streets.

Her family, meanwhile, moved to Blair in 2010,
meeting Michael’s after their arrival.

We love pets!

Wellness Care
Surgical Procedures
Dental Cleaning

o
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As the Van Der Hart business built its name in
restoration and the manufacturing of new replace-
ment parts for classic farm equipment, a need for
someone like Schank developed. About 3-4 years
ago, she stepped in and brought with her photogra-
phy skills to help sell Keep ‘Em Crawling parts to
those unable to stop in.

Schank also serves in inventory and bookkeeping,
her long-held interest in the outdoors and agriculture
lending perfectly to the business. She was intrigued,
too, by the creativity involved in tractor manufac-
turing of the past. Folks then seemingly had less
resources, but somehow solved all of the problems
they had in making machines that would last.

The same attention to detail has floored Mi-
chael. Today, people struggle to rebuild these de-
cades old crawlers even with all of the technology
they possess. He thrives knowing he can provide
some of that old school knowledge to John Deere
owners across the country.

Picking up skills
Michael speaks fondly of his father and what
he’s built with C&R and Keep ‘Em Crawling.

Industrial - Comm
it e e e st

Boarding
Digital X-Rays
Laboratory Diagnostics
Laser Therapy

@

He said his dad can pull out a screwdriver and
fix a tractor that no one — whole shops included —
can’t. Business remains busy because the Van Der
Hart’s can fix cars, tractors, boats and airplanes.

Michael, however, continues to build his own
knowledge as it pertains to classic crawlers.
Though not many of these machines reside in the
Midwest, he hears from folks from across the coun-
try asking him questions about them.

“I’ve been amazed by the high-end collectors
that have called,” the Tekamah man said.

Through countless conversations with people
from California to Vermont, and business transac-
tions with folks from 49 states and Canada, Michael
has learned so much about the machines he helps
rebuild. The crawlers served their purpose first on
orchards, but then developed uses in mining, log-
ging and construction, too.

Like how owners have pride in their tractors,
Keep ‘Em Crawling is a source of great pride for
Michael and his colleague, Schank. It’s that pride
they want to continue to foster, connecting with
people from across the county.

“My goal is to have every kind of crawler,” Mi-
chael said. He's well on his way.
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Fremont Electric, Inc. - Blair
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* New & Remodel Construction
* New Parking Lot Lighting & Repair
* Phone, Data & Fiber-Optic Wiring

+ Directional Boring & Trenching
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1245 Hills Road, Fremont « 402-727-4932
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COURTESY PHOTO
At top, Robert Fuchs’
family largely drives
green John Deere’s
today, but he still
has some red in his
collection, including
this 1954 Farmall
Super H.

COURTESY PHOTO

At left, Robert Fuchs
earned awards for
his restoration of
this John Deere 50
tractor.

68 ON THE FARM CLASSICS 2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County



“Ever since I was born.”

Robert Fuchs has been a tractor
guy for every one of his 77 years.
As the Arlington man started his
story, his wife Cheryl returned
to the kitchen table with a photo
album and two picture frames,
spreading them out on top of the
red-checkered tablecloth.

One of the two frames encapsu-
lates an irreplaceable photo from
seven decades ago, way before
grain price updates were just a
click away and farm equipment
could be bought online. In the pic,
a 3- or 4-year-old Robert sits on his
father’s Farmall H.

Oswald Fuchs lived — and
harvested corn and beans — on
the same home place his son and
daughter-in-law do now. Robert,
meanwhile, started driving trac-
tors when he was only 7.

“I plowed even then,” he said,
chuckling about the block he used
to reach the clutch pedal.

Robert always wanted to farm,
and when his father retired he
moved back into the farmhouse
he'd grown up in. His whole life,
Washington County was the place

GRANT EGGER | ENTERPRISE PUBLISHING
Robert Fuchs, 77, of Arlington has been interested in tractors since berth. He still has a framed photo of his 3-year-
old self seated on a 1945 Farmall H owned by his father, Oswald.

for him.

The Farmall tractors of yes-
teryear were “good ol’ rugged 4010 John Deeres arrived and brand. The 3010, which was first intro-
tractors,” according the Arlington  became staples, the Fuchs family “Today, we’re basically green,” duced in 1961 according to tractor-
man. But by the time the 3010 and switched allegiances from thered  he said. data.com, was a fine purchase.
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“It’s just so handy,” Rob-

ert said. It was once his
family’s largest tractors,
but is now one of their
smallest. “They’ll do what
we need them to.”

Fuchs always appreci-
ated driving and working
with his farm equip-
ment, but he also enjoyed
restoration work on both
cars and tractors. He'd
make a tractor purchase
from a farm sale, strip the
machine down and sand
blast it.

One of his prize John
Deere restorations, a 50
tractor introduced in
1954, earned first-place
honors at a 2-cylinder
show in Iowa. The trophy
remains among his model
tractor collection in his

farmhouse's basement.

“It was so nice,” Robert
said of the 50, giving his
son credit for his work on
the tractor, too.

The John Deere is so
nice that Fuchs doesn’t
use it even today. It
remains under a tarp in
mint condition with every
detail accounted for, in-
cluding an authentic John
Deere battery.

“You really couldn’t tell
it from a brand new one,”
he said.

Fuchs shared his skills
for restoration, too. A Val-
ley John Deere dealership
would haul tractors to
his shop for him to paint,
switching out one project
for another until Robert
spruced up, he estimates,

100 machines.

For all of his years as a
tractor connoisseur and
farmer, Fuchs became a
collector. He appreciates
the machinery.

“If I thought I wanted
one, I went out and got
one,” he said.

And its for good reason
Robert’s kept his clas-
sic machines all of these
years. They were meant
to last.

“Major companies that
built the good tractors
are still around today,” he
said.

Fuchs hopes one day
his family will inherit
the tractors from him and
keep them going still. He
hopes they'll have framed

photos they'll cherish, too.

LEADING BIOMATERIAL
INNOVATION SINCE 1989

Back in 1989, we had a big, crazy idea. What if we could turn greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide into
products? It took a lot of research and some real innovation, but today NatureWorks is delivering on the
future of biomaterials. NatureWorks continues to be a proud supporter of Blair's success as a community

as we develop the next generation of Ingeo biopolymers and applications from compostable coffee

capsules to nonwoven hygiene masks.
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“MAJOR
COMPANIES that
built the GOOD
TRACTORS are STILL
AROUND today.”

— ROBERT FUCHS
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® NatureWorks

natureworksllc.com | W @natureworks
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Your Hometown __ === Dealer
Celebratmg 30 years*

Sid Dillon arrived in Downtown Blair back in In 2020, Sid Dillon added cement barrler

1991. It didn’t take long before Dillon outgrew covers to protect over 90% of their inventory
this location and moved to a new facility from hail and weather damage.

on South Highway 30 in November of 1996.
It expanded their workforce to over 80
employees in sales, service and body shop.

Sid Dillon can access more than 2,000 new
or 2,000 used vehicles between their seven
locations in the Midwest and their website.

Sid Dillon’s great selection of vehicles, Combined with the state-of-the-art service
unbeatable prices and top quality service have department and a veteran staff, Sid Dillon
led the dealership to be one of the top GM has proven that it caters to its number one
volume dealerships in the state of Nebraska. priority, you, the customer.

SID DILLDN You Are What Drives Us
2261 Hwy. 30 = Blair, NE - 402-426-4121
www.siddillonchevy.com

Sid Dillon Chevrolet Blair Inc. ELEED GUSINESS FIND NEW ROADS'

Full Service Dealer: Sales = Body Shop = Service = Towing = Courtesy Vehicles
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Above, geese gatherand
float in the water along the
lake shore at DeSoto NWR.

hen the COVID-19
pandemic force peo-
ple home, finding
ways to get sunlight
and fresh air became important.

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge
(NWR), located in both Iowa and
Nebraska, served as a place for many
of those who wanted to get out of the
house.

DeSoto NWR, established in
March 1958, provides trails, fish-
ing, wildlife viewing and more. The
visitor center, however, has not been
open since March 2020.

The visitor center is home to
a large display of artifacts of the
Steamboat Bertrand of 1865. The
Bertrand, which was on its way to
Montana from St. Louis, Mo., hit a
submerged log and wrecked in the
Missouri River.

The wreckage was located on the

72 DESOTO PROFILE

Written By ELIZABETH A. ELLIOTT NewseeNTerPRISEPUB.COM | Photos by JOE BURNS

i

several outd

%

Trumpeter swans in the foreground eye a coyote and eagles at the edge of open water on Lake DeSoto at DeSoto NWR at
sunup. The photograph was taken from Bob Starr Wildlife Overlook.

the museum.
“All those artifacts are housed
there,” Supervisory Park Ranger

refuge by Sam Corbino and Jesse
Pursell in 1968. The cargo was exca-
vated by 1969 from 30 feet deep. More

than 250,00 artifacts were excavated
from the buried steamboat. The arti-
facts are on permanent exhibition at
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Peter Rea said. “It’s amazing how
pristine the conditions are.”

Employees of DeSoto NWR aren't
letting the displays go into hiding.

“We’ve been doing weekly Face-
book posts to highlight and give
more background information on the
Bertrand artifacts,” he said.

During the winter, not all the
trails and things are open but there’s
still plenty to see. April 15 is when
the refuge opens up everything with
more areas to explore.

One of the potential sites to see
are birds of several varieties, elusive
: bobcats, coyotes, owls, turtles, otters
" i and more.

s “There is an assortment of stuff to
: see you,” Rea said. “It’s about being
in the right place at the right time."

While there is no guarantee what
a person will see, migratory birds
) make their way through. Ducks,
geese, trumpeter swans, bald eagles,
deer and turkeys are possible.

Aside from watching birds,

f there are opportunities for hunting,
archery, fishing and ice fishing if 2 )
5 conditions allow for it. There’s even \!iWith snow and ice along the Cotton-
72 {"swood trail at DeSoto Bend:NWR on

v~ an early December afternoon.

Lo

Great Commission Baptist Church
942 Grant St., Blair, NE

Sunday School-Sundays at 10 a.m.
Worship Service-Sundays at Il a.m. & 6 p.m.
Join us for: Bible Study-Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

402-426-2797

“GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD AND
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY
CREATURE.” MARK 16:15

Pastor Andrew Schank

www.greatcommissionbaptist.org
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mushroom hunting.

Rea said there’s a lot of view-
ing that can be done while driving
through and he suggested keeping
a set of binoculars handy. There are
three walking trails and a seasonal
trail to a wetland that is open April
15 to Oct. 15 each year.

Rea said the refuge has seen
changes over the years. Flooding in
2011 and 2019 change to landscape.

“A lot of trees died because of the
flooding and a lot of younger trees
just stop list after,” he said. “The
flood impacted roadways and some of
the habitat has changed as well.”

Rea said the refuge is anxious for
things to get back to normal.

“We love the interaction with
the visitors, but the safety of staff
volunteers and visitors is of our most
important to us."

uilding Wick Buildings

Superior Storage, Garages and Sheds

Every Wick® building features unsurpassed durability,
functionality and beauty at a price you can afford.

»WiCK  ”_$

Buildings

| W— - ]

—~—— E——

Jorgensen Contracting, Inc.
402-426-4440

www.wickbuildings.com

Agriculture - Suburban « Equestrian « Commercial
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Kennard Volunteer Fire Department
Recue Squad -~ 4

Thank you for your continued support

Have a Safe 2021!!
402-427-7313 - kvfd700@yahoo.com

Be our Facebook Friend: Kennard Fire Rescue

OEpT.

Save the Date!

March 19,2021
Fish Fry

2 8F_B

Members of the Kennard Volunteer Fire Department, Front Row: Jen Munger, Chris Potter, Brian Nielsen,
Kylee Nielsen, Maria Bottger, Taylor Clark, Chad Clark, Cord Hansen, Joe Burmood, Ann Allen;

Back Row: Jacob Miszuk, Nick Miszuk, Will Rhea, Bob Potter, Jack Lorsch, Jason Lorsch, Mike McCaslin,
Nick Bottger, Grant Lurvey; Not Pictured: Abby Allen, Aubrey Nielsen, Blake Wakefield, Jim Miller, Jim
Nielsen, Mike Andreasen, Jeff Walford, Jamie Miszuk, Phil Duckworth, Dylan Morgan.
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Left: Trumpeter Swans fly over Lake DeSoto at DeSoto Bend NWR. Right: Geese and swans enjoy the water at Bob Starr Overlook at DeSoto Bend National Wildlife Refuge.

MAKE A
GREAT

MOVE!

2 bedroom 1Bath
$789
Residents only pay electricity
In Home Washer & Dryer

QUAILYRUN

A PARTMENTS

720 N. 18TH S5T. @
402-426-9199

Bringing Care to the Comfort of
Your Own Howe!

We offer a wide range of
care services customized
for our individual clients.

* Companionship
*Personal Care & Hygiene
*Medication Management

* Housekeeping
*Transportation & Errands
*Dementia Care

Call 402.720.778
for a FREE HOME Assessment

“Keep it local”
PROMEDCARE ~ 6705 19th St

Keeping you healthy, .
happy and safe at home.  www.promedcareinc.com
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PROGRESS 2021

Pick up additional copies of our
Progress 2021 edition at:

Washington County Chamber of Commerce
Enterprise Media Group ® Gateway Development Corp.
NP Dodge Real Estate ® WC Real Estate

PEOPLE PLA
# PROGIRES CES

138 N. 16th Street ¢ Blair, NE 68008 ¢ 402-426-2121 » www.enterprisepub.com

SUBSIDIARY OF LYMAN-RICHEY
CORPORATION

DAVE OLSON
PLANT MANAGER

Office: 402-533-4599
Cell: ~ 402-957-5605
Fax:  402-533-1098

A CRH COMPANY

dave.olson@gerholdconcrete.com www.gerholdconcrete.com

201 N.Industrial Dr. « P.O.Box 366 * Blair, NE 68008
o Hearing Noises in your
Attic and/or Walls?

You may have unwanted house guests!

Call The Batmen - Your Wildlife '
Damage Control Experts

We make it easy for you to have a healthy home.
From start to finish - exclusion to clean up and repair.
Free Inspections, Fully Insured

402-215-4321

Over 30 years combined
experience with pest control

and home repair.
Locally owned and operated in Blair, NE

* Fi Facebook@thebatmen.midwest
www.thebatmen.com '

76

gééW o OO Year!

TAX & BUSINESS

www.tbc.tax

229 S.17th Street 105 N. Main St.
Blair, NE 68008 Lyons, NE 68038
402-426-4144 402-808-8300

3 K3 ¥ For Tax Tips & Insight

Big City Speed.
Local People.

Since 1906, our focus has
been on delivering cutting-
edge technology serviced

., by people you know.

delivering up to 1Gig
speeds throughout our
communities in
Washington and Burt
Counties.

We're proud to be your
local service provider.

1605 Washington Street,

American shingto

Broadband 402.426.6200
>>> POWERED BY FIBER www.ABBNebraska.com
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Written By LEEANNA ELLIS EDITOR@ENTERPRISEPUB.COM

PAST ‘WASHINGTON
COUNTY VOLUNTEER
OF THE YEAR’ WINNERS

e 2020: Mark Hodson, Blair
¢ 2019: Don and Dixie
Trevarthen, Blair

* 2018: Tom Macdissi, Fort
Calhoun

* 2017: Tracy and Mary
Oliver, Herman

¢ 2016: Lori Sandhoefner,
Fort Calhoun

* 2015: Tim Oelke,

Fort Calhoun

¢ 2014: Pam Mathiesen, Blair
* 2013: Gary Lambrecht,
Kennard, and Friends of the
Blair Public Library

* 2012: Girl Scout Troop
40186

e 2011: Dr. Carol Weck-
muller, Blair, and Fort
Calhoun Enhancement
Committee

¢ 2010: Jim Miller, Kennard
* 2009: Dee Stokes, Blair,
and Friends of the Jeanette
Hunt Animal Shelter

¢ 2008: John and Maxine
Shotwell, Blair, and Wayne
Royuk, Arlingfon

* 2007: Russell Cowley, Blair,
and Arlington Youth Sports
* 2006: Jim Morley, Fort
Calhoun, and Blair Parents
for Education

* 2005: Lynn Edgell, Blair

* 2004: Father Lyle

Martin, Blair

e 2003: Edith Solomon, Blair
* 2002: Washington County
Recycling Association

¢ 2001: Chuck and Wanda
Blankenbeckler, Blair

* 2000: Joe Chapman, Blair
¢ 1999: Dave Warrick, Blair

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County
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aughn Christense
89, of Blair was
selected as the 202

ashington County
Volunteer of the Yea
Among his voluntee
efforts, Christense

akes cookies for |
church’s weekl
and for his ne

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Christensen has spent life helping others

aughn Christensen was a
young boy growing up in
the early 1930s on a farm
south of Minden when
he learned about the importance of
helping others.

“There was no money, but we had
a little crop and we had animals so
we had food,” he said. “Some of our
neighbors didn't.”

If the neighbors needed help,
Christensen's father was ready. If
they needed food, his mother was
there with a meal.

“We just grew up knowing that
we helped other people,” Chris-
tensen said. “If somebody needed
something, you helped them.”

Christensen used that lesson to

help others in his daily life, volun-
teering for various organizations,
including the Washington County
Recycling Association, Danish
American Archives and Library,
Joseph's Coat, MCH Auxiliary Sale
and the Lions Club.

The 89-year-old has also served
First Lutheran Church as a greeter,
usher, communion assistant, a
confirmation mentor and he bakes
dozens of cookies for the church's
weekly Wednesday night meal.

Christensen also continues to
help his neighbors, assisting with
mail, newspapers, garbage and
even taking them to the doctor
when needed. He is often the first
to greet a new neighbor and gives

them cookies.

It's that dedication that has
earned the Blair man the 23rd An-
nual Washington County Volunteer
of the Year award from Enterprise
Media Group. Christensen was
nominated by his neighbors Betty J.
Heinssen and Peggy Young.

“He is and has been for years a
valuable asset to our community,”
Young said. “We thank him royally
for his service to all of us.”

“It's just something I do. People
need help,” Christensen said. “I've
got great neighbors, great friends
and they're not afraid to call me if
they need something.”

Christensen, who worked in edu-
cation as a teacher, counselor and

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 77
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administrator for more than 30 years,
first came to Blair in 1949 as a student at
Dana College. That's where he met his
wife, Clarice, who died six years ago.

After completing his education, he
taught in Bassett, Newman Grove, Mis-
souri Valley, Iowa, Griswold, Iowa, and
Hastings.

In 1980, he returned to Blair to work
in the admissions office at Dana Col-
lege. He worked there five years before
beginning his own business selling
promotional items — a job he just gave

up two years ago.

“When I turned 88, that was enough,” he said.
Christensen has been a member of the Lions

Club for nearly 65 years, joining in 1957 in Mis-
souri Valley, Iowa. Christensen regularly collects
eyeglasses for the club at several locations in Blair.

“I go around about once a month and pick them

Enterprise Media Group received 18 nomina-
tions for the 23rd Annual Volunteer of the Year
award. This year’s winner, Vaughn Christensen,
will receive a $500 donation to the organization of
his choice.

EMG Publisher Mark Rhoades noted the tough
decision he had in choosing this year’s winner.

“Picking the volunteer of the year is one of my fa-
vorite jobs of the year. It’s fun to read all the entries,
and it’s great to honor someone who’s contributed
years of service to our communities,” Rhoades said.
“It’s also one of my least favorite jobs because I have
to choose just one, and there are so many other
great candidates that all deserve to be recognized.

T also want to thank everyone who took the time to
send in nominees for this award. Without those
nominations, this award couldn’t exist.”

Other nominees included:

« Bill Smutko, Blair, for his work as the unit
president for the Washington County Salvation
Army. Smutko works all year long to raise funds
for those in the county who need financial assis-
tance and children who need school supplies. He
also heads up the Red Kettle campaign each year.

« Judy Boyd, Fort Calhoun, for her work
as the president of the Fort Calhoun Enhance-
ment Committee. She is also highly involved as a
member of Abiding Faith Baptist Church, mak-
ing up baskets for those in need. She also helped
with the church’s kitchen remodel and decorates

78 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

-VAUGHN CHRISTENSEN

up,” he said. “I get at least 100 a month. It's amazing.”

For more than 20 years, Christensen could be found

every Saturday at the Washington County Recycling
Center. He only stopped doing that two years ago.

Prior to the coronavirus pandemic, Chris-
tensen, whose grandparents immigrated from
Denmark, volunteered at the Danish American
Archive and Library in Blair.

the church for each season.

* Robert Tichota, Blair, for his 53 years of ser-
vice to the Blair Volunteer Fire Department. For
many years, Tichota served as the Fire Prevention
Committee Chair and would go to schools each Oc-
tober to talk to students for Fire Prevention Week.
He is also a longtime member of Blair Rescue.

« Carl Lorenzen, Blair, for his commitment to
the Jackson-Peck Post 274 American Legion in Her-
man and his work for the Veterans Tribute Plaza
in Blair. He is also an active member of the Blair
Kiwanis Club and is instrumental in working the
Kiwanis pancake feed, lunch at the MCH Auxiliary
Rummage Sale, a pre-Gateway Days barbecue in
the park and the Halloween program.

- Kevin Willis, Blair, for his work with The
Bridge helping victims of domestic violence. He
also served as the DARE officer for Washington
County, educating youth and bringing awareness
to the dangers of drugs. He is a current board
member for Joseph’s Coat, previous member of
the Blair Little League Board, served TeamMates
of Blair and taught forensics at Blair High School
for the SkillsUSA program. He also U.S. Air Force
veteran and serves as a member of the Disaster
Mortuary Operational Response Team. He is also a
hospice volunteer.

« Janine Carlson, Arlington, for her work with
Roots to Wings. She makes handmade tea towels for
the organization and donates all the money made

“It's more fun lo give than
receive. You can see how you
make people happy.”

“I was copying papers and books
and whatever they had,” he said.

For many years, Christensen and
his wife volunteered with the MCH
Auxiliary Rummage sale, running the
toy department.

Lately, he can be found in his
kitchen making dozens of cookies — he
estimated between 75 to 150 — for First
Lutheran Church's Wednesday evening
meal. Christensen recently had three
tubs of cookies — strawberry, blueber-
ry and ginger snaps — waiting on his

counter to deliver. He does this every week.
“Ijust think it's something that needs to be
done,” he said.

Christensen encourages others to volunteer as it

can be rewarding.
“It's more fun to give than receive. You can see
how you make people happy,” he said.

from the towels. She also volunteers to help the
farmers one to two times a week. She has also been
actively involved in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
with choir, praise team and creating a history book
for the 150th anniversary of the church.

» Emily Petersen, Blair, for her work with
multiple organizations, including Blair Bear Back-
ers, Blair Area Community Foundation, Washing-
ton County Gives and outreach as an employee of
Washington County Bank.

« Jordan Rishel, Blair, for her work through
Blair Rotary Club, Blair Optimist Club and Wash-
ington County Gives.

» Loren Havekost, Blair, for his 27 years of ser-
vice to the Blair Airport Authority. He currently
serves as treasurer of the Blair Area Community
Foundation and as been involved with Washington
County Recycling Association since its inception.

« Blair Fire and Rescue Department for its
continued service to the community.

» Bob Coffey, Blair, for his work as president
of the Dana College Foundation, Dana College
Alumni and Friends Association and the Blair
Area Community Foundation.

» Jason Gillespie, Blair, for his his volunteer
work with the Blair Police Department, Blair
Special Olympics, checking on the elderly, main-
taining the Healing Garden Railroad at Memorial
Community Hospital and Health System and serv-
ing as a greeter at the hospital.

2021 People, Places and Progress of Washington County



Thank Youl!

The Enterprise advertising staff would
like to thank all the Washington County
Area Businesses that made Progress

2021 so successful!

' F BEOPLE, PLACES &

PROGRESS oF

WASHlNGTON

COUNTY

do it without you!

this project.

For all your advertising needs ask for one of our Sales Representatives:
Lynette Hansen, Sales Manager ¢ lhansen@enterprisepub.com
Tom Jelinek, Sales Associate * advertising@enterprisepub.com

Paige Anderson, Sales Associate ® paige@enterprisepub.com
Paul Swanson, Director of Sales  paul@enterprisepub.com

WASHINGTON COUNTY

PilotTribune Arlington (itizen Enterprise E

We're proud to bring you this special
publication each year, but we couldn't

The Enterprise news staff would like to
thank the persons and firms in the area
for their outstanding cooperation with

©

WASHINGTON COUNTY,

138 N. 16th Street  Blair, NE 68008 ¢ 402-426-2121 » www.enterprisepub.com

Kbt
Steaks ¢ Seafood e Chicken
Open Wed. - Sat. |
Dinner Hours: 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
CARRY-OUTS AVAILABLE

East of Blair on Highway 30 & south from Blair Bridge

402-426-9940

VISA

Wolf RV, LLC

Bill & Lori Wolf

P.O. Box 413
Arlington, NE 68002 « 402-720-8471

RV, LIVESTOCK & HORSE

\ -

- (et back to doing
' what you LOVE

~~ HORIZON
ﬂ)@ 'Rehabilitation
/? Centers

Physical Therapy

1255 South St Blair NE
402-426-0600
www.horizonrehab.com

WASHINGTON COUNTY
MUTUAL lNSURANCE GO

‘ o
402:= 4262240

1664 Washington Street - Blair, NE

JMlivestock

Rose Marie Brummer,
Agent & Sec./Treas.

=4

Countioy cres
Pet Resort

j daycare=boarding = grooming t

6188 State Hwy 133, Blair

402-426-3647 countryacrespr.com

TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIR
A Preserving
Bf_%n & Celebrating
sm R] . °
EATIU% Blair History

« Blair Depot in Lions Park
« Lincoln Highway Marker at 10th & Jackson
« Annual Historic Picture Calendar

M

Join the preservation effort at www.blairhistory.com

« Preservation of Blair’s Brick Streets

ulilPlanVest
Brian Brown, CFP®

Independent - Fee Only Registered Investment Advisor
402-426-9833

1526 Washington St. Suite E | Blair, NE 68008
brian@fpvest.com | www.fpvest.com 4
o

Advisory services offered through PlanVest, LLC.
PlanVest is an Investment Advisor registered with the states of NE, IA and TX.
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Our Community.
Our Customers.
Our Employees.

5Years

and counting

Over a 25 year legacy of helping
Washington County thrive, Cargill is
dedicated to helping enrich the Blair and
surrounding communities.

We appreciate all that you have done to
help our business thrive the past 25 years
and look forward to working together in
the years to come as we all achieve new
successes.

Cargill -

Business Growth | Employee Commitment | Community Connections



2021 Clamber & aamwmly Everts:

Ladies Day Out (Retail Event) - First Thursday of Each Month

2" Annual Washington County Show & Shine Traveling Car Show -
Thursdays, May 6-October 14

Washington County Chamber Golf Outing & Fundraiser - May 14 @ River
Wilds Golf Course

Yard of The Week - June-August
Gateway to the West Days - June 10-13

2" Annual Business & Brews: Business Expo and Beer Tasting -
August 27, 6-9 pm

Innagural Wine Walk - September 25, 5-7 pm :
Scarecrow Decorating Contest - October 1-31 (
Brightly Shining Residential Lights Contest - November 27-December 31
Small Business Saturday - November 27

Washington County Gives - November 30

Holiday Window Decorating Contest: Business Edition - December

*Monthly Chamber Coffee & Connections, Lunch & Learns, and
After Hours Networking Events listed on our website*
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Our mascot, W.C. Bee,
gets a hug at the Blair Public
Library, pre-pandemic.
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CHAMBER ¢/ COMMERCE

“shall be a catalyst in the orderly

promotion of growth and community
development of Washington County”

1646 Washington St., Blair, NE 68008
402.533.4455
‘WashingtonCountyChamberNE.com

Jordan A. Rishel, IOM, Executive Director
Jordan@WashingtonCountyChamberNE.com

Lisa Thompson, Marketing and Events Coordinator

Events@WashingtonCountyChamberNE.com

Follow us on Social Media

fagow

Embracing everything
that is REMARKABLE about
Washington County, since 1904.

Washington

COUNTY BANK
Remarkable Community Banking

www.washingtoncountybank.com

Member FDIC
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Celebrating our 76™ Year

We are proud to have been a part of
Wastiington County o frogress for 76 years!

KELLY RYAN EQUIPMENT CO.
Blair, Nebraska * 402-426-2151




When it’s time for a move
WC Real Estate has the key!
Dream it, Buy it, Love it!

SOL D
w REAL
ESTATE
REALTORS"

wcForSale.com

Russ
Nelsen

= ¥ Mary Alice

Call Today!
402-426-2600
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