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The Oldest Operating Hotel in Illinois—A Galena Landmark Since 1855

230 S. Main Street • Galena, IL • 815-777-0090 • 800-343-6562 
Check our website for packages, events and specials. 
 www.desotohouse.com            Visit Us on Facebook

DeSoto House Hotel

Nestled in the heart of downtown Galena, we offer 55 guest rooms, enclosed 
complimentary guest parking and all Galena has to offer just outside our 
front door. As you step into our lobby, you will see why this historic hotel 
has greeted such notable guests as Abraham Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas 

and served as the campaign headquarters for Ulysses S. Grant.
The DeSoto House offers the finest wedding, banquet, and meeting facility in 
the area and the charm and history come at no extra charge. Join us for our 

self-guided historical walking tour and video.

In 1855 there was only one place to stay; we feel the same way today!

Generals’ Restaurant
Casual Evening Dining

Green Street Tavern
and Restaurant

For your favorite cocktails, 
casual snacks, sandwiches, 
salads, and dinner menu

from hand-cut steaks
to fresh seafood.

Green Street Tavern

Courtyard Restaurant
Serving Breakfast and Lunch

As you enjoy
our warm 

surroundings, 

take time to enjoy
one of our DeSoto 

House Restaurants.



GALENA’S CANOPY TOURS

HOLLOW
Call us today!
815-281-2853

Challenge Course:

37 Elements 5 Ladders 2 Treehouses Dual Zipline

UTV 6 Ziplines Rappel Hike SkyBridge QuickJump

Zipline Course:

Long Hollow-4358_1



Rated Galena’s #1 Attraction 

9380 West US Highway 20
Galena, IL 

815-777-1000
www.BlaumBros.com

TOURS, TASTINGS,
GIFT SHOP &

SPECIALTY COCKTAIL BAR
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GETTING OLDER IS A

GOOD
THING
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Galena Gazette Publications, Inc. 
716 S. Bench St., Galena, IL 61036

815.777.0019
galenagazette.com

Publishers 
P. Carter Newton, Sarah Newton
Advertising manager Jay Dickerson
Editor Hillary Dickerson
Advertising representatives 
LeAnne Sharkey, Michael Jones
Editorial staff Emma Eaton, Brandon Behlke
Composition Kevin Engler
Front office Janet Shaw, Milly Jones
Delivery Jim Houtakker, Earl Mader

The Galenian, Galena’s official magazine, 
is owned by The Community Development 
Fund of Galena and published under contract 
with Galena Gazette Publications, Inc. 

The Galenian is published twice each year, 
in spring and late summer. 

For information about advertising, editorial 
content and deadlines, call 815-777-0019, 
email jdickerson@galgazette.com or fax 
815-777-3809. Information is also available 
at galenagazette.com and galenian.com. 

The Galenian travel guide is also available 
online at galenian.com. 

Neither Galena Gazette Publications, The 
Community Development Fund of Galena as 
agents, nor the printer, assumes financial 
liability for production errors in or non-
insertion of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. Dates 
and times of events listed are accurate as 
of the date of publication.

The Community Development Fund of 
Galena retains all rights to the use of The 
Galenian. 

An aerial shot of Galena 
from the west.

Photo by Mark VanOsdol

On the cover

Check out The Galenian 
online at galenian.com

Digital edition

GalenianGalenian

Keep turning 
the pages for MORE

26

While planning your visit, check local websites for the latest information.Know before you go!



8        galenian.com

E A G L E R I D G E . C O M   8 0 0 . 8 9 2 . 2 2 6 9

GET OUT AND PLAY AT  
EAGLE RIDGE RESORT & SPA

Nestled among the 6,800 acres of rolling hills in The Galena Territory and seven 
miles from historic downtown Galena, Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa combines 
spectacular scenery with full-service amenities and activities for all occasions. 
With four championship golf courses, a world-class spa, fine and casual dining, 
hiking and biking on woodland trails, fishing and boating, hot-air ballooning, and 
more, there’s something for everyone. Plan your next intimate getaway, family 
fun, a grand celebration, or your next company retreat at Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.

Explore
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Fever River Outfitters offers kayaking on the Galena River.

Chestnut Mountain Resort
8700 W Chestnut Mountain Road, Galena, 
800-397-1320, chestnutmtn.com. Take a 
drive into the country and you will find 
Chestnut Mountain Resort atop the hills 
where skiers and snowboarders enjoy their 
winter sports. The hills are still filled with 
adventure as the Alpine Slide takes over in 
the warmer months. Race down 2,050 feet 
of tailored track on a sled to the banks of the 
Mississippi on the ride of your life. A ski lift 
whisks you back to the top of the mountain 
where a gorgeous panoramic view of the 
Mississippi River vally is unveiled. Also try 
out the Soaring Eagle Zipline, Segway tours 
and mini golf.

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa
444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-777-5000, 
eagleridge.com. Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa 
offers fun in the warmer months with golf 
and other activities. There are 22 miles of 
hiking and biking trails to explore. There’s 
also the opportunity to float away in a hot air 
balloon or paddle a kayak, canoe or paddle-
boat across Lake Galena or reserve a pontoon 
boat by the hour or all day. Those ready for 
more adventure can check out the Shenan-
doah Riding Center for equestrian fun. 

Fever River Outfitters
527 S Main St, Galena, 815-776-9425, 
feverriveroutfitters.com. Fever River Outfit-
ters provides year-round fun with recreation 
rentals for both water and land. Rent ev-
erything from kayaks, canoes and stand-up 
paddleboards to electric bikes, tandem bikes 

and snowshoes. Group rates and adventure 
packages available. 

Shenandoah Riding Center
200 N Brodrecht Rd, Galena, 815-777-
9550, thegalenaterritory.com. A little bit of 
everything for horse lovers. There are trail 
rides, pony parties, riding lessons, wagon 
rides, lead lines and more at this facility. The 
location in The Galena Territory makes it the 
perfect spot to take in the beauty of the area 
on scenic trail rides. Fun for all ages. 

Long Hollow Canopy Tours 
3247 W Longhollow Road, Galena, 815-
281-2853, longhollowcanopytours.com 
Embark on a 2.5-hour, completely guided 
zipline tour, where well-trained guides take 
groups of up to eight into the canopy of 
Tapley Woods. Also check out the high ropes 
challenge course to highlight the rolling hills 
and unique wildlife of this area. The course 
includes many classic challenge obstacles 
like a cargo net climb, a tightrope walk and 
a wooden bridge jump.

Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. 
9380 US 20, Galena, 815-777-1000, bla-
umbros.com. Come to the distillery for a 
comprehensive look at the art of distilling. 
From the distillation area, to the barrel 
room, to the comfortable tasting room and 
cocktail bar, you will take a journey through 
the entire process of how Blaum Bros. spirits 
are hand-crafted in historic Galena. Take a 
tour to touch, taste and feel the ingredients 
that make the spirits unique! 

Scent Workshop
307 S Main St, Galena, 309-530-9786, 
scentworkshop.com. The Scent Workshop 
is a fragrance studio where guests experi-
ence the art of French perfumery to make 
custom scented candles, perfumes, colognes, 
diffusers and more. This is an all-age work-
shop experience during which guests learn 
to layer fragrance to create their own scent 
and transform it into an item of choice. 
The Scent Workshop experience is perfect 
for date nights, birthdays, bachelorette and 
wedding parties or family gatherings. Scent 
is the first thing someone notices, and the 
last thing they forget, so come create some 
memories.

Belvedere Mansion
1008 Park Ave, 815-777-0747, belveder-
emansionandgardens.com. Built in 1857, 
this Italianate mansion features an elegant 
interior and landscaped gardens. Open for 
tours May-November. 

Hoof It Goat Treks
616 S Devil’s Ladder Road, Galena, 563-
663-6944, hoofit-galena.com. It’s all about 
the fun, the laughter and pure joy of walking 
with goats through native prairies and forest. 
Lace up your shoes and get ready to hoof it! 
All guides, a.k.a. trekkers, have an inherent 
knowledge of the land and the animals. 
They have grown up on the property, raised 
their families there and are excited to share 
it with you. Join a wine trek, book a bonfire 
trek or enjoy live music around the fire after 
your trek.

ADVENTUREGo on an ADVENTUREGo on an
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P.T. Murphy Magic
204 Hill St, Galena, 779-214-0035, ptmurphy.com. Galena’s #1 attraction-
Trip Advisor 2013 and 2014. The setting for this intimate encounter with 
illusion is P.T. Murphy’s private 24-seat theater located in the heart of 
historic downtown. Matinee and evening performances available. Call 
for show times.

Haunted Galena Tour Company
304 S Main St, Galena, 815-990-7203, hauntedgalenatourcompany.com. 
The Haunted Galena Tour Company offers participants a glimpse into the 
past. The tour covers most of Main Street, starting at Haunted Galena’s 
companion store, A Darkness Lovely, and wrapping up at the DeSoto House 
Hotel, with many haunted spots along the way. The old jail, the Dowling 
House and the Old Market House are just some of the stops. 

General Grant Walking Tour
DeSoto House Hotel, 230 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-9129. Join General 
Grant, portrayed by Bob Buman, for a one-hour walk down Galena’s his-
toric Main Street. Tours are conducted every Saturday at 10 am and noon, 
May through October. Pet-friendly and runs rain or shine.

Tri-State Trolley
Galena, 800-779-4869, tristatetravel.com. Climb aboard these beautifully 
appointed, classic red and green trolleys as a guide takes you on a journey 
of historic Galena sights including Grant’s Home, the Galena & U.S. 
Grant Museum, Quality Hill and Galena’s historic Main Street. Check 
website for tour times. 

All About a Ghost Tour
230 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-9252. By day, Steve Repp works at the Ga-
lena Public Library, combing through historical documents and newspaper 
clippings. But by night, he prowls the streets of downtown Galena–giving 
ghost tours. Enjoy the perfect mix of “History and Mystery” on Repp’s All 
About a Ghost Tour. The walking tour takes participants from the DeSoto 
House Hotel, through downtown, then up onto Bench Street.

Galena Goat Yoga
7306 US 20, Galena, 563-663-6945, galenagoatyoga.com. Part yoga, part 
animal-assisted therapy, all fun. Goat Yoga focuses on disconnecting from 
stress and finding happiness. During class, which takes place in a climate-
controlled barn, goats may hop on your back during a pose or snuggle 
next to you on your mat. The experience is perfect for private events like 
bachelorette parties and team building.

Take a tour at Blaum Bros. Distillery

Explore haunted Galena on a ghost tour.

Hoof It Goat Treks offers a chance to get outdoors.
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Hauntingly Chic. 

Gifts Books Art 
featuring...

Fine Yarns, Notions and Needlecrafts

- Books
- Art Prints
- Games
- Journals
- Candles
- Jewelry
- Divination
- Kid’s Gifts 
- Tour Tickets

- Yarn
- Patterns
- Embroidery
- Cross Stitch
- Needles
- kits
- Books
- Project Bags

304 S. Main Street, Galena         Hauntedgalena.com
Home of the Haunted Galena Tour Company

Tickets online at www.hauntedgalena.com,  
at our shop, A Darkness Lovely (304 S. Main)  

or by calling 815-990-7203

Trip Advisor

 

“THE HIGHLIGHT OF OUR GALENA TRIP” 

Haunted Galena
Performed in a true storytelling style, we will lead you through  

the streets of historic Galena by candlelight Wednesday-Sunday 8:00 PM

Visit 3 of Galena’s most haunted establishments and hear their stories of 
ghostly inhabitants! Includes 3 Specialty Drinks, it’s a Haunted Happy Hour!

 Saturday 4:00 PM

GALENA’S #1
GHOST TOURS



H
au

nt
ed

 G
al

en
a-

46
46

_1

Hauntingly Chic. 

Gifts Books Art 
featuring...

Fine Yarns, Notions and Needlecrafts

- Books
- Art Prints
- Games
- Journals
- Candles
- Jewelry
- Divination
- Kid’s Gifts 
- Tour Tickets

- Yarn
- Patterns
- Embroidery
- Cross Stitch
- Needles
- kits
- Books
- Project Bags

304 S. Main Street, Galena         Hauntedgalena.com
Home of the Haunted Galena Tour Company

Tickets online at www.hauntedgalena.com,  
at our shop, A Darkness Lovely (304 S. Main)  

or by calling 815-990-7203

Trip Advisor

 

“THE HIGHLIGHT OF OUR GALENA TRIP” 

st GGGhohohost sst st tst WalWalWalkkkst hohohost sst st tst WalWalWalkkk
Haunted Galena

Performed in a true storytelling style, we will lead you through  
the streets of historic Galena by candlelight Wednesday-Sunday 8:00 PMthe streets of historic Galena by candlelighighi t Wednesday-Ssday-Ssda unday day da 8:00 PM

Visit 3 of Galena’s most haunted establishments and hear their stories of 
ghostly inhabitants! Includes 3 Specialty Drinks, it’s a Haunted Happy Hour!

 Saturday 4:00 PM

GALENA’S #1
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FYI
Scent 
Workshop 
Galena accepts 
walk-ins and 
reservations. 
307 S Main St, 
Galena, 
309-530-9786, 
scentworkshop.
com

by Emma Eaton

Sometimes even the most unexpected obstacles in 
life have a funny way of working themselves out. 
At least that was the case for Scent Workshop Ga-

lena owner Brianne Van Hemert, who lost her decade-
long position as a technology recruiter for a hedge fund 
in downtown Chicago after the pandemic hit.

She took time with her three young children, and 
to support small business, purchased a candle-making 
kit from her college friend, Lindsay Hirth, who owns 
the Scent Workshop in Greensboro, N.C. Van Hemert 
and her two oldest daughters created their own candles 
over Zoom with Hirth and Hirth’s daughter. The rest is 
history.

Hirth encouraged Van Hemert to consider opening 
a second Scent Workshop store in Chicago, but Van 
Hemert thought the business would thrive in a more 
vacation-like destination. After discussing the proposi-
tion with her husband, the Van Hemerts decided to 
move to Galena and get started.

“Galena is special to us,” Van Hemert said. “We got 
married here 12 years ago, and it’s always been our little 
getaway place.”

Scent Workshop Galena opened in October 2020. 
There are few experiences like it in the Midwest. Visitors 
can work with 70 different oils while learning French 
perfumery and its various layerings. Van Hemert said 
scent is the first thing people notice and the last thing 
they forget, so it is special for them to develop an indi-
vidualized scent.

“Everything aligned, and we found a storefront on 
Main Street, and we found a house and were able to 
move in before the girls started school,” Van Hemert 
said. “It’s all fallen into place in a matter of months, so 
maybe it was meant to be.”

Van Hemert hand pours all soy-based candles on 
site in small batches. The store also has lotions, per-
fumes and room mists, which she makes on site. Van 
Hemert plans to expand Scent Workshop’s inventory to 
include wax melts, bath salts and shower gels. However, 
the business is most known for its candle-making and 

Coming to

SCENTS
Galena made

Brianne Van Hemert

Guests get to create their own candles and perfumes during workshops, 
above, and there is fun for all ages, below.
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perfuming workshops. There are three work-
shops: candle and mini perfume, full perfume/
cologne bottle or just a candle. The candle and 
mini perfume workshop allows customers to 
create two signature scents, and it takes around 
90 minutes. 

“The pandemic makes you realize life is too 
short,” Van Hemert said. “I love being around 
people, and candles and perfumes and French 
perfumery are fun and interesting to learn and 
teach and be around.”

Van Hemert said she has been surprised 
by how many couples come in for workshops. 
They end up having a wonderful experience, 
she said, and she anticipates more couples and 
bachelorette groups stopping by as the spring 
and summer wedding season hits. 

Dittmar Farms & Orchard
256 S Grebner Rd, Elizabeth, 
815-858-3413, dittmarfarms.com. 
Jump into fall at this family-owned 
and operated farm that specializes 
in producing favorites like apples, 
sweet corn, and pumpkins. There 
are also hayrides and corn mazes. 
Stop by The Orchard Station 
store on Main Street in Elizabeth 
for fresh donuts! Open weekends 
September-October.

Orchard Landing
6635 W Beaty Hollow Rd, 
Hanover. Established in 2015, 
Orchard Landing is open late 
August through mid-November. 
The apple farm offers more than 
just 12 apple varieties. There is 
also honey, maple syrup, jellies, 
pumpkins and apple cider do-
nuts. orchardlandingfarm.com

Terrapin Orchard
1063 US 20 East, Elizabeth, 815-202-2180, terrapinorchards.
com. If you love apples, Terrapin Orchards is the place for you! 
There are strawberries to pick in the early summer. Over 5,000 
apple trees in six varieties like Honeycrisp, Premier Honeycrisp, 
Gala, Fuji, Evercrisp and Zestar. The fruit is usually ready by 
September. 

ORCHARDS
Day at the

‘It’s all fallen 
into place in 
a matter of 
months, so 
maybe it was 
meant to be.’

Candle-making and perfuming workshops are 
the perfect activity during a visit to Galena.



16        galenian.com

Ted Williams

Robyn Davis

‘The storytelling 
and meticulous 
research captures a 
sense of place and 
time and history.’ 
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Discover

HISTORY
Galena’s haunted

FYI 
Haunted Galena Tour Company
304 S Main St, Galena
815-990-7203
hauntedgalenatourcompany.com

by Emma Eaton

Haunted Galena Tour Company owners and husband-wife duo Ted 
Williams and Robyn Davis always have something fun and new up 
their sleeves, and this year is no exception.

Their creative storytelling has earned the 
company recognition from the River Travel 
Magazine and a five-star rating on TripAdvisor. 
Williams said he loved visiting Galena as a child, 
and he especially appreciated the history. After 
moving from Chicago to Galena later in life, he 
began researching Galena’s paranormal activity 
and eventually opened Haunted Galena Tour 
Company with Davis. Williams said he prides 
himself in conveying well-researched material.

“That’s what makes our tours special,” Wil-
liams said. “The storytelling and meticulous 
research captures a sense of place and time and 

history.”
The highly anticipated Spirits and Spirits Tour will return at the end of 

April. Visitors can join storyteller Williams as he guides them through a 
haunted hotel, winery and brewery. The tour price includes one specialty 
drink at the DeSoto House, Galena Cellars and Galena Brewing Company 
(three drinks total). The DeSoto House is known for its “Lady in Black” 
ghost, while the locations of Galena Cellars and Galena Brewing Company 
are known for previously hosting funeral homes. Williams said working with 
other Galena businesses has helped Spirits and Spirits succeed. The 90-min-
ute walking tour occurs on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and departs from Haunted 
Galena’s storefront, A Darkness Lovely, at 304 S. Main Street.

“It’s perfect timing at the end of the shopping day before dinner,” Wil-
liams said. “Guests will have a bit of a warm glow by the end of the hour, 
and the tour with the drinks is just an excellent value.”

The Haunted Galena Ghost Walk is a longtime favorite. Trained actors, 
storytellers and tour guides Williams, Davis, Michael Crawford and Ian Wil-
liams lead guests by candlelight through the historic streets of Galena while 
telling stories of Galena’s ghosts and other legends. The Ghost Walk will 
also begin at the end of April. The 90-minute walking tour runs Wednesday 
through Sunday at 8 p.m., as well as 8:30 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. It 
departs from the Dowling House and ends at the DeSoto House. Tickets can 
be purchased online. 

“We’re so appreciative of the Galena residents and visitors who share 
their stories,” Davis said. “The content of the tours is always changing and 
evolving.”

Haunted Galena Tour Company would also like to thank its partners, 

Big Bill’s, DeSoto House Hotel, Dowling House, 
Galena Cellars, Galena Brewing Company and 
the Galena Public Library, for their collaboration 
especially during the tough times of the pandemic. 
Williams and Davis said they are grateful to be 
in Galena and look forward to a long and happy 
future.

“To do this takes a village, so we’ve been very 
fortunate,” Williams said.

The COVID-19 pandemic forced Haunted 
Galena Tour Company to reduce the frequency and 
size of tours last year. The reopening of tours is both 
weather and COVID-19 dependent. Williams and 
Davis said they encourage visitors to book ahead, 
check the website and call with questions about spe-
cific dates or times. The company follows state and 
federal COVID-19 guidelines and protocols.

Michael Crawford
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Get in some 
quality

TEE TIME
Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

Apple Canyon Lake has the ideal nine-hole course for land 
lovers. Built in 1972, the 3,280-yard par 72, has only one water 
hazard, but rolling hills, tree-lined fairways, bunkers and small 
greens challenge every aspect of your game. The course winds 
through the hills and canyons of Apple Canyon Lake, providing 
a view while you play. If nine holes aren’t enough, different sets of 
tees allow for an 18-hole experience. 14A157 Canyon Club Dr, 
Apple River, 815-492-2477, applecanyonlake.org

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, The General
The General, the crown jewel of Eagle Ridge, is a 6,820-yard, 

par 72 designed by Roger Packard and two-time United States 
Open champion Andy North. When it opened in 1997, it was 
voted one of the top 10 golf courses to open in the country. The 
course features many elevated tees, undulating greens and tre-
mendous views. All of the fairways are bent grass and the course 
sits atop the Galena Territory. 109 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-
777-4525, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, East Course
The par 34, 2,648-yard, East Course is a nine-hole course 

that places a premium on accuracy off the tee with tight landing 
areas. If you can keep it in play, you will have the ability to shoot 
some low numbers. There are three different par threes with only 
one par five. Its size and length make it a great course to play 
after a morning 18 or to just tighten up your short game play. 
100 E Point Dr, Galena, 815-777-5200, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, North Course
Opening in 1977, the Par 72, 6,875-yard North Course is 

the oldest, and most-storied course at Eagle Ridge. It features 
elevated tees, great views, undulating greens and a driving range. 
400 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 815-777-2500, eagleridge.com

Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa, South Course
The par 72, 6,762-yard, South Course will put your driving 

accuracy to the test. The course is cut out of a heavily wooded 
valley and has numerous tight landing areas. There is a creek 
that comes into play on 11 of the 18 holes. In 1996, the course 
was voted one of the top 75 upscale courses in the country. The 
South may be shorter than the other 18-hole courses on site, but 
it is still considered the most difficult course. 10 Clubhouse Dr, 
Galena, 815-777-2280, eagleridge.com

Galena Golf Club
The par 71, 6,623-yard, Galena Golf Club includes two 

distinctly different nines, testing even the best golfers. The 
front nine, built in 1927 and recently remodeled, is a par 35 
that is more compact, and puts more emphasis on scoring with 
the ability to shoot low numbers. The back nine, built in 1994, 
is over 500 yards longer and puts a lot of emphasis on being 
able to keep the ball in play. Big numbers are very possible! 
11557 US 20 W, Galena, 815-777-3599, galenagolf.webs.com

Lacoma Golf Course
Located in the wooded hills of the Mississippi River valley 

only five minutes from Dubuque, Iowa, and 15 minutes from 
Galena, Lacoma Golf Club features two regulation 18-hole 
golf courses and a par three course, Lacoma offers a challenge 
to golfers of all skill levels. The 6,800 yard, par 71 Blue Course 
provides a good test of golf for experienced players. The wood-
ed and hilly Gold Course is a picturesque and challenging nine 
hole experience. The original nine-hole Red Course is a more 
forgiving test of golf and is perfect for families and those learn-
ing the game. Foot golf is also offered for quick, inexpensive, 
group-oriented fun. Groups can combine foot golf and the 
traditional game as part of an outing. 8080 Timmerman Dr, 
East Dubuque, 815-747-3874, lacomagolf.com

Woodbine Bend Championship Golf Course
For a true variety of holes packed into one course, visit the 

Woodbine Bend Championship Golf Course. The 18-hole, 
6,755-yard, par 72 course opened in 2002. The links-style 
course is open, with trees lining some fairways. Moguls thick 
with tall fescue dot the course, and both sand and grass bun-
kers force you to be precise. Water comes into play on eight 
holes. 3500 E Center Rd, Stockton, 815-858-3939, woodbine-
bend.com
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Built in 1857

The Belvedere
Open To The Public

Discounted Combination Belvedere
&  Dowling House tickets    

1008 Park Ave                                               (815) 777-0747

Visit Galena’s Largest Mansion
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Rutherford Refuge at Twin 
Bridges is the newest Jo 
Daviess Conservation 
Foundation property 

by Emma Eaton
The Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation added another 

spectacular property to its domain, the Rutherford Refuge at 
Twin Bridges. 

The 24 acres of wilderness near Warren, in northeast Jo 
Daviess County, began as a gift from husband to wife. In 1989, 

John Rutherford purchased the 
land along Clear Creek on East 
Twin Bridges Road for his wife 
Barbara. She was a certified 
naturalist, loved butterflies and 
birds and taught her family about 
nature. John and Barbara worked 
to preserve the refuge until their 
deaths in 2018, when it was 
passed along to their four chil-
dren: Bryn, Jay, Brad and Darcy.

Jay is the only sibling who 
lives in the area, and it was going 

to be difficult for him and his wife, Libby, to maintain the pre-
serve by themselves. John and Barbara had spent years clearing 
invasive species and planting new prairie and seeds. However, 
the Rutherford siblings still wanted to honor their parents’ 
conservation efforts and asked JDCF to purchase the land for a 
public preserve. When JDCF was founded in 1993, John was 
one of its first board members. JDCF took control of the refuge 
in December 2020.

JDCF executive director Steve Barg said there are so many 
decisions that go into acquiring a new property. Jay Rutherford 

Taking
REFUGE

The late Barbara and John Rutherford

Wet prairie burr oak at the Twin Bridges property.



2021 Spring/Summer Galenian      21

started the conversation with JDCF in mid-2019, so land transac-
tions may seem straightforward, but they rarely are.

“A land acquisition for a park or a preserve takes 100 cups of cof-
fee,” Barg said. “We have certain policies and procedures, while the 
landowners also have a history and a previous way of doing things.”

The Rutherford Refuge at Twin Bridges features Clear Creek, 
which is one of the cleanest streams in Jo Daviess County, and 
natural habitats like wet-mesic prairie, sedge meadow, seep, and oak 
barrens. These are all rare habitat types for the Driftless Area. Barg 
said JDCF did not expect to find as many rare plant and insect spe-
cies as it did.

“We’ve purchased and maintained many properties, but this one 
may meet qualifications to be designated as an Illinois State Nature 
Preserve,” Barg said. “We will likely go through that process, which 
would make it an all-star preserve.”

The Rutherford Refuge at Twin Bridges is open to the public. 
Visit jdcf.org for directions to the property. 

An aerial view of the new Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation property, above, and the showy 
orchid in bloom at Twin Bridges, at right.

The Rutherford children, including Jay and 
Darcy, wanted to preserve the property as their 
parents wished. 

The Twin Bridges property 
features Clear Creek, one 
of the cleanest streams in 
Jo Daviess County
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Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve
870 S Pilot Knob Rd, Galena

Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve offers rich Native 
American history on its 100-acre site of prairies, savannas and 
effigy mounds. Breathtaking views of the Mississippi River, Iowa 
and Illinois can be seen from dawn until dusk at Casper Bluff. 
There are 51 burial mounds indicating that the area served as 
ceremonial grounds for the Late Woodland Indians. On the 
property, visitors will also find the last known intact Thunderbird 
Effigy Mound in the state.

Galena Gateway Park
9300 W Powder House Hill Rd, Galena

Visit one of Illinois’ most scenic views, overlooking downtown 
Galena and surrounding mounds. Galena Gateway Park includes 
natural prairies with an always-changing population of wild 
flowers and woodlands. There are mowed and gravel paths for 
hiking, running, mountain biking, bird watching and picnicking.

Horseshoe Mound Preserve
1679 N Blackjack Rd, Galena

Located at the eastern gateway to the historic city of Galena, 
the 40-acre Horseshoe Mound Preserve features a central 
gathering area with a stone compass, viewing scopes, hiking 
trails and scenic outlooks with a 40-mile view including parts 
of Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin and the Mississippi River, making 
Horseshoe the perfect place to watch the sunset. 

Wapello Land & Water Reserve
8642 Illinois 84 South, Hanover
Named after the original name of Hanover and the chief of the 
Fox Indians, Wapello is located just south of Hanover. Referred 
to as the “John Chapman Archaeological Site” by the National 
Register of Historic Places, Wapello was the meeting point of two 
Native American cultures, the northern Woodland and southern 
Mississippian Native American tribes. Walking trails, featuring 
effigy mounds and barred villages, are equipped with interpretive 
signage. 

Valley Of Eden Bird Sanctuary
5559 E Rush Creek Rd, Stockton

Explore 109 acres of prairie, forest and grassland at the only 
bird sanctuary in the county, which offers a peaceful environment 
to watch the sun set. It features six miles of walking trails and two 
observation decks for bird watching. So far, over 120 species of 
birds have been identified on site.

Buehler Preserve
102 Jefferson St, Galena

The eastern portion of Buehler Preserve contains a hilly 
woodland; the western portion, a flood plain that offers water 
filtration, a prairie restoration and open space values in close 
proximity to the city of Galena. The Galena River Trail, open for 
bikers, dog-walkers and hikers, extends from the Meeker Street 
footbridge, adjacent to Buehler Preserve.

Schurmeier Teaching Forest
147 E Reusch Rd, Elizabeth

In memory of their parents, Jerry and Jon Schurmeier donated 
52 acres of land to JDCF in 1994. With the help of the North-
west Illinois Forestry Association and a grant from the Illinois 
Council on Forestry Development, the Schurmeier Teaching For-
est was created on the 11 westernmost acres of the property. This 
is the only teaching forest in Illinois. The site consists of rugged 
hillside that is entirely wooded.

Since 1993, the Jo Daviess 
Conservation Foundation 
has worked to preserve land 
for the lasting well-being of 
people and wildlife. To learn 
more, visit jdcf.org.

Go exploring at 
these preserved 

properties
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Jo Daviess
Conservation Foundation

Telephone
815-858-9100

JDCF is a member-supported, 
local non-profit whose mission is 
to preserve land for the lasting 
well-being of people and wildlife. 
JDCF owns several beautiful and 
unique preserves that are open 
to the public for hiking, wildlife 
viewing, and picnicking such as 
community favorites Casper Bluff 
and Horseshoe Mound Preserve. 
No tax dollars are used for the 
acquisition, restoration, or 
maintenance of JDCF preserves. 
We currently have over 1,000 
acres open to the public to enjoy 
outdoor recreational activities free 
of charge. We also host a series 
of educational and recreational 
events for people of all ages. For 
more information about JDCF, our 
events for 2021, our preserves, and 
our volunteer programs, please 
visit our website at www.jdcf.org.

Email
info@jdcf.org

Contact us!

www.jdcf.org

See our website for events and 
programs throughout the season

Valley of Eden Bird Sanctuary has achieved Important Bird Area 
status for the State of Illinois by the Audubon Society. Open daily 
from dawn to dusk. Please no dogs from April 1 to September 31.

Upcoming 
Events

Visit our 
website at 
jdcf.org for 
upcoming 
events in 
2021 and 

2022.
Gathering Circle at Horseshoe Mound

JDCF-3887_1

Monarch courtesy 
of Rich Mattas
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ALL ABOUT A
GHOST TOUR
A fascinating walking tour 
with stories about Galena’s 
Ghostly past and present

Friday and Saturday 
Evenings at 8 p.m.
Tours year-round

call for more information
(815) 777-9252

A mix of History & Mystery

allaboutaghosttourgalena
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Tammy’s
PRIME 

CUTS

YOUR BEST

FOR

YOUR BEST

CHOICE

Hand cut meats & seafoods
floral designer

liquor, Wine & craft beer
fresH bakery custom cakes

Party trays for every occasion!

The biggest selection of craft 
beers and wine in Galena!

Ta
m

m
y’

s-
41

81
_1

Ta
m

m
y’

s-
41

81
_1

Ta
m

m
y’

s-
41

81
_1

Ta
m

m
y’

s-
41

81
_1

Ta
m

m
y’

s-
41

81
_1

Galena’s best gaming room!



Something Special/Wooden Wardrobe-4182_1

209 N. Main St., Galena
815-777-0335

Art Poles

815-777-0335

Polish Pottery

Something 
 Special

208 N. Main St., Galena  
815-281-0880

lauriedigman1127@gmail.com

Home DecorHome Decor
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A statue of Ulysses S. Grant was constructed as a gift for 
Galena in 1890, five years after the Civil War General and  
the 18th U.S. President’s death. The bronze statue is eight 

feet tall and rests atop a 10-foot granite pedestal in the 
center of Grant Park on Galena’s historic east side. 
Grant was born in Ohio, graduated from West Point 
and met his wife Julia Dent Grant on her family 
farm near St. Louis. Grant relocated often before 
resigning from the army. In 1860, Grant and his 
family moved to Galena, where he worked at his 

father’s leather goods store. At the outbreak of the 
Civil War, Grant lent his services to the state. He became 
the commanding general and led the Union to victory 
over the Confederacy. Galenians honored him with 
what is now known as Ulysses S. Grant Home State 
Historic Site on Bouthillier Street. The war hero was 
later elected 18th President of the United States.

A bust emulating Ely S. Parker, the first Native American 
to be appointed as the U.S. Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs, joined Julia Dent Grant’s statue on the 
Ulysses S. Grant State Historic Site property. 
The recently constructed work honors Parker’s 
contributions to the U.S. government and mili-
tary. Parker, an architect and engineer, became 
acquainted with Grant while Parker was working 
on a Treasury Department project, now the U.S. 
Post Office on Green Street in Galena. He later 
became Grant’s military secretary during the 

Civil War. The sculpture features Parker in a 
Civil War uniform to emphasize his importance to 
the Union and Grant. He paved the way for Native 

Americans after his appoinmment as U.S. Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs. 

Busts

STATUES
&

Julia Dent Grant 
(1826-1902)
The city of Galena paid homage to Grant’s 
wife, former First Lady Julia Dent Grant, in 
2006 with the unveiling of a statue in her 
likeness. The statue is located on the Ulysses 
S. Grant Home State Historic Site property. 
Julia was the first wife of a president to be 
referred to as “First Lady.” She supported 
women’s suffrage before it was mainstream, 
and brought first ladies to the forefront of 
politics, rather than behind the scenes. The 
statue is just over nine feet tall and represents 
the impact Julia had on her famous husband, 
as well as the country.

Ulysses S. Grant (1822-1885)

Elihu B. Washburne 
(1816-1887)
In 2018, a marble bust of the U.S. Congressman 
and attorney Elihu B. Washburne was constructed 
for the small Washburne Garden between South 
Main and South Water streets in Galena. Wash-
burne also served as a political advisor to Abraham 
Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant. He helped form the 
Republican Party and had eight children with his 
wife Adele Gratiot Washburne. He was U.S. Ambas-
sador to France and a pallbearer at Lincoln’s fu-
neral. The marble slab used to create Washburne’s 
bust was also used for Ely S. Parker’s bust, which 
was unveiled in November 2020.

Ely S. Parker (1828-1895)
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2000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 61036
 thegalenaterritory.com    815-777-2000
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Come for a visit, Stay for a lifestyle!

Enjoy a day on 
Lake Galena in

The Galena Territory

Flatwater event
Fun for everyone!
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*Based on Galena (Area C ) Dollar volume obtained from The Realtor Association of 
Northwestern Illinois Multiple Listing Service for the period 01/01/16 through 12/31/20.

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell 
Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

401 south main street, galena, il 61036
(815) 777-6500 • Fax (815) 777-6900

Toll Free (877) 722-6537
www.ColdwellBankerNetworkRealty.com
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Wes CocagneWes Cocagne
Managing Broker

Jonathan Miller

Dave Bisenius
Managing Broker
Dave Bisenius

Mary Hartman
Broker

Pete BrennanPete Brennan
Managing Broker

Dave Bisenius
Managing Broker
Dave Bisenius

Mary Hartman Damon Heim
Managing Broker

Jon CheckerJon CheckerPete BrennanPete Brennan
Managing Broker

Damon Heim

the #1
Galena Area

real estate office 
FIVE yEARs IN A Row!*
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211 S. Bench St. Located one block up from Main Street.

EXPLORE GALENA’S HISTORY! Galena & U.S. Grant Museum

Galena-Jo Daviess County 
Historical Society

815-777-9131
www.galenahistory.org

Come watch the sparks fly 
at the Old Blacksmith Shop, 
where blacksmiths are on 
duty! 
245 Commerce St., Friday-
Monday 10am-4pm.

Blacksmith 
Shop
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Imagine being able to escape the bustle of the here and
now and take a walk back in time, immersing yourself in:

•the untouched beauty of the Driftless;
•the region’s earliest native settlements;

•the hurly-burly of the first trading post on the Fevre River;
•the mines, foundries, breweries, and farms that fed life along the river;

•the Grant family’s leather shop and Ulysses’ path to the presidency; and
•a bustling main Street alive with shops, carriage traffic, and social and political life.

EXPLORE GALENA’S HISTORY IN A STATELY ITALIANATE MANSION WITH 
EXHIBITS ON ULYSSES S. GRANT, THE CIVIL WAR AND MUCH MORE
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Djeco • Edushape • Fat Brain Toys
STEM Toys • Madame Alexander

Brio • Musical Instruments • Fashion 
Angels • Puzzles & Games • Puppets

Art Supplies • Animal Figurines
Handstand Kitchen • Doodle 

Pants Clothing • Heebies Jeebies 
Educational Toys • Tutti Frutti Clay

Squishables • & much more

G
alena K

ids-4185_1

TOY STORE & LEARNING CENTER
313 S. Main St., Galena, IL 61036
815-994-3647 • Galenakids.com

Toys that Make 
Learning Easy as ABCLearning Learning Learning Easy Easy 
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FYI
Shenandoah Riding Center,  200 N Brodrecht Road, 
Galena, thegalenaterritory.com, 815-777-9550

by Brandon Behlke

The Shenandoah Riding Center has a fresh lease on life 
with new management guiding the center into a next era. 
Cathy Wolfenden, who previously worked at Eagle Ridge 

Inn & Spa, applied for the position with The Galena Territory 
Association, was offered the job and accepted. 

Wolfenden grew up in Galena. Her parents owned several 
hundred acres of farmland on the west side of town, where 
Wolfenden spent time with horses, often hopping on one to 
round up cattle. 

After graduating from Galena High School, Wolfenden at-
tended Bethel University in St. Paul, Minn. She met her husband 
while they were working as counselors at a summer camp. A year 
or so later, they married in Galena. 

“The catch is that Tom is from New Zealand,” said Wolfen-
den. “That plays a big role in my story.”

Fifteen years ago, after starting their family in Minnesota, the 
Wolfendens moved to New Zealand, for what was initially going 
to be just a short stay. 

“Fifteen years later, it was time for us to come home; we were 
ready to come back,” said Wolfenden. “When you look at the 
states and all the other places in the world that you could live, we 
chose Galena. It is such a wonderful place. I always say that I am 
blessed to have two homes.”

While in New Zealand, the Wolfendens owned and operated 
an equestrian facility for 10 years. 

“It was not commercial like Shenandoah but we did a lot of 
planned rides,” said Wolfenden. “Horses were a big part of our 
life.”

While in New Zealand, Wolfenden learned that more often 
than not there is more than one way to do something. 

“In the equine industry, there is sometimes a mentality that 
there is one way you can do things,” said Wolfenden. “I realized 
that there were different ways to meet the same outcome when 
dealing with horses and people. That carries through my mental-
ity of working at Shenandoah. We accept people where they are. 
It isn’t even just about riding. We have no problem with people 
being on the ground next to the horse. If that is their enjoyment 

and they are getting something from that, there is a lot of value in 
that, too.”

Wolfenden said that New Zealand’s active culture is also some-
thing that she hopes to share, even though it was something that 
was inherently part of her upbringing.

“We live in such a beautiful part of the world here in Galena 
with the Driftless. That is really something to be intentional 
about,” said Wolfenden.

When Wolfenden was walking through the lobby of Eagle 
Ridge Inn & Spa and overheard someone mention it was a shame 
that Shenandoah might be closing, she drove out to the facility, 
walked around and realized it had become a ghost town. 

Shenandoah Riding Center’s 
new manager has big plans 
for local stables

JOURNEY HOME
Shenandoah Riding Center 

A group trail ride to take in 
the area’s natural beauty.
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“I had a crazy idea and held a family meeting at the dinner 
table. I asked my husband, Tom, and my daughter, C.J., what 
they thought about us putting our hand up to possibly manage 
the facility,” said Wolfenden. 

Tom and C.J. agreed. If they’d done it in the past, they could 
do it again.

In the past, the Galena Territory Owners’ Association leased 
out the facility. Territory officials, though, decided to bring 
operations in-house. 

“Of course, I am very grateful that they did,” said Wolfenden. 
The Wolfendens began their management of the property in 

January 2020 and welcomed the leased horses by February. By 
March, Shenandoah was closed because of the pandemic. 

“We stayed closed until May 29, but were available for our 
boarders,” said Wolfenden. “We worked on training our horses 
and trying to take care of the facility. The gap time led to it need-
ing some TLC.”

Since reopening, the business has flourished as people want to 
be outside. 

“People love the opportunity to get on horses on these 
amazing trails at the Territory,” said Wolfenden. “But you mix 
that with the pandemic, where people were told to get outside. 
We were booked two weeks out for every single thing that we 
offered.”

Wolfenden said they were able to hold lessons, lead lines and 
small groups. 

“It has been a whirlwind,” said Wolfenden. “It has been abso-
lutely wonderful.”

“We hope Shenandoah offers opportunities to bring people 
up and leave their burdens at the door, hit the trail and refresh,” 
said Wolfenden. “It seemed time and time again that we were 
able to offer that to people, which is gratifying.”

Shenandoah Riding Center is known for its Fourth of July 

Rodeo, which was cancelled in 2020. Organizers hope to bring 
that event back in an even larger fashion in 2021. 

Shenandoah provides riding lessons and other experiences for 
visitors. 

“We want to provide a wonderful environment for boarders, 
a safe environment for their horses and confidence knowing that 
exceptional care is given,” said Wolfenden. “We want to provide 
an outlet for people that has nothing to do with horses, but want 
a glimpse of it through our lessons and riding experiences and 
also want to provide opportunities for people who do have eques-
trian experience like events, gatherings and fun competitions. We 
also want to offer opportunities to the community.”

Wolfenden is busy planning other sorts of experiences for 
visitors for this year, including a Pony Car Corral Car Show. 

“We were also looking forward to having a walking sculpture 
garden trail,” said Wolfenden. “It has nothing to do with horses, 
but can support the local arts.”

The local arts are important to Wolfenden, and Shenandoah 
and many items in the center’s gift shop are created by local 
artists and artisans. 

Wolfenden is also planning barn dances and other com-
munity gatherings to make Shenandoah an integral part of 
the community and the visitors’ experience in Galena and The 
Galena Territory. One of the newest ideas is bringing orb soccer 
to Shenandoah. 

Wolfenden said that orb soccer is a great family activity and 
team building opportunity. She plans to offer it to corporate, 
travel and family groups. 

“Shenandoah has no excuse to not be really busy but also be 
an integral part of the community,” said Wolfenden. “Both for 
the local community here, but also our wonderful and valu-
able tourist community. We have good plans for this place, but 
Shenandoah has done this for decades.”

Leave your burdens at the door, hit the trail and refresh
Trail riders depart from Shenandoah Riding Center.
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by Emma Eaton

At Home in Galena, 114 S. Main St., is a perfect example of what 
it means to be a Galena business. The store is family-oriented, 
products are made on-site and customers are treated like longtime 

friends.
Husband and wife duo Bill and Patti Murphy 

opened At Home in Galena in 2006, after working 
in merchandising for 25 years in downtown Chi-
cago. Rent was expensive, and the couple wanted 
to get away from the intensity of the city. They 
moved to Galena permanently and sold furniture 
and home accessories at the store for a few years. 
Then the birth of their granddaughter, Finley 
Grace Murphy, changed their lives, and their busi-

ness, forever.
“When our kids had Finley, she has special needs, and our kids were 

spending $50,000 a year out of pocket for in-house physical therapy, so 
we tried to figure out what we could do to help Finley, especially long-
term,” Bill said.

Finley Grace was born with a rare chromosomal condition called 
Cri-du-Chat or 5p minus. It occurs when a piece of chromosome five is 
missing. The abnormality causes delayed development and other compli-
cations, so ongoing speech and physical therapy is imperative.

In 2008, the Murphys developed the Finley Grace product line to 
raise funds for their granddaughter and raise awareness about Cri-du-
Chat. It began with revolutionary wickless candles that are created, 
packaged and labeled on the second level of the store. The Finley Grace 
line has expanded not only to wickless candles, but also to other candles, 
personal care products, body butters and essential oils. Currently, there 
are 500 different products under the Finley Grace name.

At Home in Galena owners Bill and Patti 
Murphy developed the Finley Grace product 
line to support their granddaughter who has a 
rare chromosomal condition.

Finley Grace’s
UNIQUE 
STORY
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“We understood the wholesale distribu-
tion business much better than we did retail, 
so the candles were more our cup of tea,” Bill 
said. “Finley Grace is a bigger part of our 
business than At Home in Galena.”

The Murphys use the downtown 
Galena storefront as a test market for new 
products, ideas, labels and prices. They 
also have seven traveling salesmen who 
work with potential retail customers. 
Bill said 70 percent of sales are from 
products they manufacture on site.

“More and more items in the store 
are items we make upstairs,” Patti said.

The Murphys said they are excited to 
release their spring fragrance line, which 
includes lilac, lily and lily of the valley. 
There will be 12 products available in 
each fragrance. 

Finley Grace will continue to 
expand its inventory of per-
sonal care items, as it allows the 
business to be creative. Hand 
lotions, body butters and es-
sential oils have joined candles 
as top-sellers.

At Home in Galena will 
also feature a new product line 
in honor of Bill’s late mother, 
“Nonny,” who passed away 

in 2020 at the age of 96. “Nonny” attended 
Ray Vogue Art School in Chicago and drew 
incredible illustrations that she kept secret for 
years. “Nonny’s Collection” includes three 
artwork-inspired themes: athletic, sophisti-

cated/elegant and country.
“She was a real character, a real char-

acter,” Bill said. “We are taking all her 
artwork and using them as labels and 
branding for body butters, lotions and 
potpourri.”

As if the products and amazing 
cause couldn’t speak for themselves, 
At Home in Galena prides itself in 
superior hospitality. 

There is a “Men’s Timeout Room,” 
in non-COVID times, for people to 

relax and enjoy the Galena expe-
rience. The innovative timeout 
room offers complimentary 
beverages and activities.

“It’s all about giving people 
a good time,” Bill said. “They 
need to be greeted when they 
walk in.”

In Bill and Patti’s eyes, Ga-
lena has everything a city has, 
only it is smaller, safer and less 
crowded. The community is 
so unique, and tourism makes 

it better, Bill said. 
Galena fits the lifestyle the couple was 

looking for in their second stage of life after 
their children graduated college and were com-
pletely grown.

“This is how I explain it to people: I wake 
up every morning thinking I’m on vacation,” 
Patti said. “It can’t get any better than that.”

Learn more about At Home in Galena and 
Finley Grace at finleygracepromotions.com. 

FYI
At Home in Galena/Finley Grace
114 S Main St, Galena
Finleygracepromotions.com
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COOKWARE•BAKEWARE•BARWARE•TABLETOP•FINE TEAS
GALENA ROASTER’S COFFEE•SPECIALTY FOOD•DEMOS•CUTLERY

204 NORTH MAIN ST. GALENA, IL | (815) 777-1922 | WWW.GRATEFULGOURMETGALENA.COM

DISCOvER A NEW LEvEL OF k ITCHENWARE

Shenandoah
•RIDING CENTER•
IN THE GALENA TERRITORY

200 N Brodrecht Rd., Galena, IL
shenandoahridingcenter.com • 815-777-9550

info@shenandoahridingcenter.com

Time for 
your selfie

Discover the 
Driftless Region’s  

Secrets on Horseback!

Freedom Reins Shenandoah Pro Rodeo July 3 & 4, 2021 • Miniature Donkeys • Special Events • O
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#SRCGALENA
#THEGALENATERRITORY

Year Round Fun in The Galena Territory • Horseback Riding • Miniature Ponies
Galena Territory-4418_1
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Carl and Marilyn Johnson 
continue to promote Galena

A Carl Johnson watercolor of South Main Street in Galena. 

FYI 
Carl Johnson Gallery, 204 S. Main 
St., Galena, open weekends noon 
to 4 p.m. and by appointment. 
815-238-3248, Cjart.net

A LIFETIME 
OF SERVICE

by Hillary Dickerson

In November 1969, Carl and Marilyn Johnson loaded up 
their four children and headed for Galena. It was the fam-
ily’s first time in the historic town.

On that visit, the Johnsons were struck by the warm and 
friendly people, the wonderful architecture and the rich history. 
By the end of the visit, they were in awe, so much so that the 
following June, the family relocated from Hinsdale to a resi-
dence on South High Street.

“(Galena) was visually just terribly attractive,” said Carl, 
who traded in his work as a graphic designer to paint full-time.

As Galena became their home, the Johnsons, who have 
known one another for over 80 years and been married for 65, 
began what they refer to as the second phase of their lives.

They’ve never looked back as they’ve worked tirelessly to 
promote the community and preserve its historic buildings.

Their dedication has not gone unnoticed. The Johnsons are 
recipients of the 2020 Joe Antunovich Award for Leadership, 
Lifetime Achievement from Landmarks Illinois. 

The Johnsons are certainly humbled by the honor from the 
state’s leading voice for historic preservation, especially since it 
comes from an organization that stands for so much of what the 
Johnsons have spent their lives promoting and working toward.

“Our life has been kind of a dream come true,” said Carl.

50 years of leading by example
Sitting in the Main Street art gallery they recently reopened, 

the Johnsons fondly reflect on their 50 years in Galena. All 
those years together have proven the Johnsons are compatible 
and bring out one another’s best attributes. Carl is forever the 
optimist, while Marilyn has the great ideas.

“We decided we were destined to move,” said Marilyn, 
recalling that after a trip to Europe, Carl wanted to paint full-
time and Galena offered him that opportunity.

Carl and Marilyn Johnson in their Main Street gallery during the fall of 2020.
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They bought their five-
bedroom house on South High 
Street, where Carl had his 
first gallery. He bought an old 
church pew–one that remains in 
his Main Street gallery today–
and set it in front of the house 
with his artwork on display 
and for sale. Some customers 
managed to find it that far from 
downtown.

Carl’s first show was at a 
gallery on Main Street, and by 
1972, the Johnsons decided 
it was time to rent a space on 
Main Street. A year later, they bought a Main Street building 
that for years housed Carl’s gallery.

Once the Johnsons settled in Galena, they wasted no time 
getting involved.

“If you want to accomplish something, you’ve got to get 
involved,” said Carl.

Not long after moving, Marilyn read an ad in The Galena 
Gazette about a melodrama at Turner Hall. Carl decided to get 
involved and ended up the villain. It was his first involvement 
with the historic Bench Street building, a building that became 
very special to the entire family. Carl and Marilyn spent five de-
cades working with others to preserve and restore Turner Hall.

“It’s just wonderful how things work out if you hang in long 
enough,” he said.

In 1977, Carl wrote and illustrated “The Building of Ga-
lena: An Architectural Legacy,” a project he greatly enjoyed and 
now considers one of the highlights of his years in Galena. The 
book, which is still available at his gallery, features historical 
photos as well as Carl’s watercolors.

Several years after settling in Galena, Marilyn offered to 
serve as a tourism delegate for the Northern Illinois Tour-
ism Council. Then Carl became president of the Galena Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Marilyn worked for years to bring 
train service to the city. Carl got involved on the city’s zoning 
board and served many years. After that, it was the Historic 
Preservation Commission, on which Carl spent many years as 
chairperson. He continues to serve as a commission member. 
Carl served as chairman of the hospital board and the home 
health program.

And all the while, the Johnsons continued buying and 

restoring properties. After 10 years at their first home, they 
moved to North Bench Street. They bought the building next 
door to the gallery on Main Street and then the Old Stockade.

As time passed, their community involvement led to more 
and more networking in Galena and beyond. Those outside 
connections benefitted Galena with funding for the pedestrian 
bridge to Grant Park.

Marilyn and Carl were there when the idea to form The 
Galena Foundation came about. With no money at first, Mari-
lyn helped send out mailers to Galena High School graduates 
and others who loved Galena. The response was overwhelming 
and helped launch the foundation’s work in providing financial 
support for community projects which preserve, enhance or 
nurture the city’s heritage, culture and quality of life.

“It was amazing how many people just loved this town,” 
Marilyn recalled.

The foundation’s first project was the fence at the Old City 
Cemetery, followed by the high school steps.

All in all, Marilyn served 21 years as treasurer for the foun-
dation, during which time she became familiar with Landmarks 
Illinois.

Marilyn volunteered to serve as a district representative to 
Landmarks and was eventually asked to serve on the board. 
For six years, she attended monthly meetings in Chicago to 
advocate for Galena and the historical preservation work that 
has been such a part of their life together.

The Johnsons have passed along their commitment to com-
munity service to their four children and six grandchildren.

“It’s been lovely,” said Carl of the life he created with Mari-
lyn in Galena. “It’s just been lovely.”

The Johnsons in 2020. 

Above left, Carl Johnson at work during his early days in Galena. Above right, a 
Johnson watercolor of irises. 

Carl Johnson’s Stillman Mansion watercolor. 



LOCAL GALLERIES
Artists and Artisans

137 N Main St, Elizabeth, 815-213-5880. Community-
focused art gallery and activity center, specializing in local 
and regional artists and artisans, as well as emerging talent. 
facebook.com/137nmain

Dejawood
121 N Main St, Elizabeth, 815-777-9625. Laszlo Mar-

ton transforms logs, barn wood and discarded wood into use-
ful household items to be cherished forever. dejawood.com

Eshelman Pottery
238 N Main St., Elizabeth, 815-858-2327. Pottery by 

Paul Eshelman is contemporary, and functional. Various 
cups and platters are presented elegantly. eshelmanpottery.
com

Galena Center For The Arts
971 Gear St, Galena, 779-214-0261. The Galena Center 

for the Arts is a non-profit elevating and celebrating regional 
arts. galenacenterforthearts.com

Galena Clay Works
704 Dewey Ave, Galena, 815-978-7765. Galena Clay 

Works features pottery by Kent Henderson. His clay works 
are all made and fired on the premises. galenaclayworks.net

Hello Galena!
121 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-777-1448. Hello Ga-

lena! offers unique gifts and artwork for all ages made entirely 
by Jo Daviess County artists. hellogalena.org

Janet Checker Studio
115 S High St, Galena, 815-777-2277. Janet Checker 

Studio offers visitors a chance to see Checker’s original works 
using oils, pastels and small paintings. janetcheckerstudio.
com

Kelli May-Krenz Studio
Galena, 952-449-9231, by appointment only. Kelli May-

Krenz is a fabric designer, graphic designer, illustrator and 
online class teacher. Sign up for her classes at kellimaykrenz.
com.

Marie’s Wood Carving
106 S Main St, Stockton, 563-543-4276. Marie Mc-

Donough carves custom woodworks of wildlife. Maries-
woodcarvings.com

Northwest Designs Glass Studio
13493 E Blair Hill Rd, Stockton, 815-947-2983. Pennie 

Groezinger’s studio features local artists using fusing tech-

niques to create jewelry and wine stops. nwdglassstudio.com 

Pinder Pottery and Gallery
236 N Main St, Galena, 815-291-0618. Joe Pinder 

brings his unique pottery and 29 years of experience creating 
wheel-thrown, stoneware pottery to Galena. pinderpottery.
com

River Bend Gallery
815-281-9199. Geoffrey Mikol is a photographer who 

owns River Bend Gallery with his family. riverbendgalleries.
com

Outside The Lines Gallery
101 S Main St, Galena, 815-776-9166. Owned by Con-

nie Twining, Abby Schrup and Stormy Mochal, it features 
handmade items from over 140 artists. otlag.com

Skidmore Art Gallery
319 S Main St, Galena, 815-777-1500. Offering original 

artwork from professional artist Mark Skidmore, the gallery 
features a wide variety of artwork. skidmoreart.net

Galena Spoon Co.
201 Hill St, Galena, 224-209-6409. Visit the store for 

live demonstrations or register online for a class at the Spoon 
Carver Cottage. thespooncarvercottage.com

Stoned Art Studio
284 N Snipe Hollow Rd, Elizabeth, 708-565-7967. 

Photographer Henry Matthiessen offers guided photography 
tours and private workshops. stonedartstudio.com

Stone House Pottery and Gallery
418 Spring St, Galena, 815-777-0354. Featuring work 

by Charles Fach, Stone House Pottery & Gallery has a variety 
of artwork. stonehousepotterygalena.com

Seagraves Sculpture
3522 S Ebys Mill Rd, Elizabeth, 815-858-3684. Bronze, 

stone and wood sculptures made by David Seagraves. david-
seagraves.com

West Street Sculpture Park
620 S West St, Galena 815-777-9591. The West Street 

Sculpture Park offers large, welded metal sculptures made by 
artist John Martinson. weststreetsculpturepark.com

Woodbine Glass Museum
3799 E Woodbine St, Stockton, 815-947-3904. Display-

ing 4,000 pieces of hand-blown glass, the museum represents 
200 modern studios.
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Check out the beautiful paintings, pottery, photography, jewelry, stained glass, wearable art jackets, 
knitted & felted items, baskets, wooden toys & pens, books & music, Galena art & souvenirs.

Follow us on Facebook for changes and cancellations.

121 N. Commerce St., Galena

Phone: (815) 777-1448
hellogalena.org

selling the work of 65 artists!
next to the historic old Market house
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Visit 1859 Belden School!
Come see a charming, historic

one-room schoolhouse!

Belden School is a restored 1859 one-room 
limestone schoolhouse located deep in the woods.limestone schoolhouse located deep in the woods.

Illustration by 
Carl Johnson

Open 10 a.m.-noon the 1st and 
3rd Saturday of the month,

June through October.
August 14-15, 2021 • august 13-14, 2022

Saturday 10 am to 6 pm  •  Sunday 10 am to 4 pm

*June 12: Fairy Garden Walk
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Follow us on Facebook 

for changes and cancellations.
Follow us on Facebook for 

changes and cancellations.
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Janet 
Checker’s

WOMEN OF 
THE AMERICAS

FYI 
janetcheckerstudio.
com, 115 S High St, 
Galena, 815-777-2277

by Emma Eaton

For 10 years, Galena artist Janet Checker has 
been painting her “Women of the Americas” 
series, which has required extensive research and 

dedication.
The collection features 20 paintings of women from 

North, Central and South America, with each woman 
standing proudly in her native dress. The paintings are 
four feet tall and two feet wide. Before embarking on a 
painting for the series, Checker researched the civiliza-
tion’s culture and the history behind the clothes.

“The things you learn about these cultures,” 
Checker said. “I get so excited about it because each is 
so special.”

Checker said she has hosted seven foreign exchange 
students, and her “kids” from Mexico and the Bahia 
region of Brazil inspired her “Women of the Americas” 
series. She still speaks with some of the students to this 
day.

Checker predominantly works with oils and pastels 
and prefers to paint figures. The “Women of the 
Americas” series features Hopi, Panamanian, Bahian, 
Guatemalan, American, Peruvian, Navajo, Uruguayan, 
Hawaiian, Seminole, Arapaho, Bolivian and Mexican 
women, among others. After 20 pieces, Checker is 
finished with the series; however, she plans to expand 
the concept to other eastern civilizations.

“When you’re working on something like this, you 
need a break,” Checker said. “You do other paintings.”
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She picks up sturdy frames whenever she finds them, 
and she also restores old paintings and paints portraits. 
The painting restoration process includes cleaning, touch-
ing up the paint and flattening any buckling surfaces using 
wax paper and an iron.

Checker was born in California, but she grew up in 
Chicago and immersed herself in art from a young age. 
She attended the Chicago Art Institute on scholarship 
for four years when she was just 11 years old. After high 
school, she worked in fashion advertising and began weav-
ing in her spare time. Checker also attended the School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago and the American Academy of 
Art. She continued to work in advertising for many years 
while teaching fashion illustration, design and figure draw-
ing at Ray Vogue School of Art. 

“All my life I’ve been an artist,” Checker said. “It amaz-
es me when I finish a painting, like my girl from Panama, 
I wonder how it got that way. It’s unbelievable, and I love 
seeing what I’ve done.”

Checker moved to Galena and has lived here for 42 
years. Her High Street home is an 1843 Greek Revival, 
and she keeps her studio in its old servants’ quarters. She 

said there is something special about having both history 
and talented citizens in a relatively compact area.

“This town is so unique because of the people that are 
here,” Checker said. “We have all these marvelous artists 
and writers, and it’s really inspiring.”

Checker has an exhibit at the Dubuque Museum of Art 
that will run through April. She teaches private classes, as 
well as a class at The Galena Territory on Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to noon. 

Checker’s collection features 
women from North, Central 
and South America
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Note: The road 
that circles Apple 

Canyon Lake 
is called Apple 

Canyon Rd.

* Marks the Clubhouse 
Recreation Core and 
the Cove Restaurant

Note: The road 
that circles Apple 

Canyon Lake 
is called Apple 

Canyon Rd.

* Marks the Clubhouse 
Recreation Core and 
the Cove Restaurant

The Cove is located on the 
shore of Apple Canyon 

Lake. Featuring a relaxing 
casual atmosphere with a 
menu offering a variety 
of entrees sure to please everyone. Take a scenic drive 

through the countryside and visit us soon!
14A158 Canyon Club Drive , APPLE RIVER Il. 61001

815.492.0277

Check out our Facebook page @cajunjacks

Open daily for lunch and dinner
1336 Hwy. 20 W. Elizabeth, IL. 815-858-3535

Serving All 

your Favorite 

Beverages

Cajun Jack’s/Cove-4184_1

Cove Gift Certificates
Available At Cajun Jack’s

The Cove is located on the 
Mon-Wed-Thu 11am-9 pm | Fri-Sat 11am-10 pm | Closed Tuesdays

Follow us on Facebook For updated InFormatIon

Now serving 
breakfast 
Saturdays

and Sundays!
Open at 8amGRAB A BITE

Ayalas–815-776-9925
Mexican-American |239 N Main St, Galena

Big Bill’s Sandwich Shop & Coffee Bar–815-777-6979
Casual Family| 301 N Main St, Galena

Bread & Vine Bakery–815-402-2100
BarBakery | 217 S Main St, Galena, breadandvinebakery.com

Campeche–815-776-9950
Mexican | 230 N Commerce St, Galena, campecheingalena.com

Cannova’s Pizzeria–815-777-3735
Italian | 247 N Main St, Galena

Culver’s–815-777-9401
Family | 11371 Oldenburg Ln, Galena, culvers.com/restaurants/galena 

DeSoto House Restaurants–815-777-0090
Casual Fine Dining | 230 S Main St, Galena, 
desotohouse.com

Dillon’s–815-777-9141
Bar & Grill | 701 Franklin St, Galena 

Durty Gurt’s Burger Joynt–815-776-9990
Casual Family | 235 N Main St, Galena, 
durtygurtsburgerjoynt.com

Eagle Ridge Coffee Shop
Coffee Shop | 444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, eagleridge.com

Embe Eatery & Lounge–815-777-2323
Bar | 233 S Main St, Galena, embegalena.com

Emmy Lou’s Cafe–815-777-4732
Casual Family | 11347 Oldenburg Ln, Galena

Frank O’Dowd’s–815-776-0707
Irish Pub | 9853 US 20 W, Galena,
theirishcottageboutiquehotel.com

Fried Green Tomatoes–815-777-3938
Italian | 213 N Main St, Galena, friedgreen.com

Fritz and Frites–815-777-2004
French & German Bistro | 317 N Main St, Galena, 
fritzandfrites.com

Try something tempting at Bread & Vine 
Bakery on South Main Street in Galena.
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Galena Brewing Company–815-776-9917
Brew Pub | 227 N Main St, Galena, galenabrewery.com
 
Galena Tajin–815-281-2276
Mexican| 125 N Main St, Galena

Gobbie’s Sports Pub & Eatery–815-777-0243
Sports Bar & Grill | 219 N Main St, Galena, 
gobbiesgalena.com

Goldmoor Dining–815-777-3925
Fine Dining | 9001 West Sand Hill Rd, Galena, 
goldmoor.com

Highlands, Eagle Ridge–815-776-5252
Casual Fine Dining | 109 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 
eagleridge.com

Kaladi’s Coffee Bar–815-776-0723
Coffee Shop | 309 S Main St, Galena

Klein’s Bakery–815-776-0473
Bakery | 118 S Main St, Galena

Little Tokyo–815-777-8883
Japanese & Sushi | 300 N Main St, Galena, 
littletokyogalena.com

Log Cabin Steakhouse–815-777-0393
Steak House | 201 N Main St, Galena, logcabingalena.
com

Los Aztecas–815-777-9066
Mexican | 975 Galena Square Dr, Galena, 
losaztecasdubuqueandgalena.com

Market House Restaurant–815-777-0690
Casual Family | 204 Perry St, Galena, 
markethouserestaurant.com

McDonald’s–815-777-2600
Casual Family | 957 Gear St, Galena, mcdonalds.com

Otto’s Place–815-776-0240
Casual Fine Dining | 100 Bouthillier St, Galena, 
ottosplace.com

Paisanos, Eagle Ridge–815-776-5051
Light Dining | 444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, eagleridge.
com

Paradise Bar & Grill–815-777-3245
Bar & Grill | 205 N Main St, Galena, paradisebargalena.com

Subway–815-777-4322
Casual Family | 10500 Bartell Blvd, Galena, subway.
com

Sunset Grille–815-777-4660
Casual Fine Dining | 8700 W Chestnut Rd, Galena, 
chestnutmtn.com

The Summit–800-397-1320
Bar & Grill | 8700 W Chestnut Rd, Galena, 
chestnutmtn.com

Tammy’s Piggly Wiggly–815-777-1111
Bakery & Deli | 997 Galena Square Dr, Galena, 
shopthepig.com/stores/store-314

Victory Cafe–815-777-4407
Casual Family | 200 N Main St, Galena, victorycafes.
com

Vinny Vanucchi’s–815-777-8100
Italian | 201 S Main St, Galena, vinnysgalena.com

Woodlands, Eagle Ridge–815-776-5050
Casual Fine Dining | 444 Eagle Ridge Dr, Galena, 
eagleridge.com

SPIRITS & 
LIBATIONS
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co.–815-777-1000
Distillery | 9380 W US 20, Galena, blaumbros.com

Fergedaboudit–815-591-2126
Winery | 4595 W Speer Road, fergedaboudit.com

Galena Brewing Company–815-776-9917
Brew Pub | 227 N Main St, Galena, galenabrewery.com

Galena Cellars Vineyard & 
Winery–815-777-3330
Winery | 515 S Main St, Galena (winery)
4746 N. Ford Rd, Galena (vineyard), galenacellars.com 

Grape Escape, The–779-214-0003
Wine Bar & Grill | 242 N Main St, Galena, 
grapeescapegalena.com

Jamie’s Wine Studio–815-777-0207
Wine Bar | 209 S Main St, Galena

Loose Moose Saloon–815-777-2223
Bar| 940 Galena Square Dr, inside 
Stoney Creek Inn, stoneycreekhotels.com

Massbach Ridge Winery–
Winery | 8837 S Massbach Rd, Elizabeth (vineyard)
117 N Main St, Galena (winery), massbachridge.com

NEIGHBORS
Cajun Jack’s Bar & Grill–815-858-3535
Bar & Grill | 1336 US Hwy 20 W, Elizabeth

Council Hill Station–815-777-2711
Casual Family | 6521 N Council Hill Rd, Scales Mound

Cove Bar & Grill, The–815-492-2700
Bar & Grill | 14A158 Canyon Club Dr, Apple River

E-Town Coffee Shop Co.–815-820-2326
Casual Family | 141 N Main St, Elizabeth, 
etowncoffeeco.com

Hilltop at Menominee, The–815-747-9914
Casual Family| 16680 US Hwy 20 W, East Dubuque

JM’s Tap–815-747-7730 
Casual Family| 7625 N Menominee Rd, East Dubuque

Small Town Saloon–815-858-9111
Bar & Grill | 111 N Main St, Elizabeth

Stella’s Café & Catering–815-947-2080
Cafe & Catering | 100 N Main St., Stockton

Rocky Waters Winery–815-591-9706
Winery | 2003 W Hanover Rd, Hanover, rockywaters.
net

Three Sisters Sweet 
Shoppe–815-858-5033
Bakery & Ice Cream| 224 N Main St., Elizabeth

Timmerman’s Supper Club–815-747-3316
Casual Fine Dining | 7777 Timmerman Dr, East 
Dubuque, timmermanssupperclub.com

Woodbine Bend–815-858-3939
Casual Fine Dining | 3500 E Center Rd, Stockton, 
woodbinebend.com
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Bread & Vine Bakery is a unique bakery and wine bar 
concept offering a selection of French breads and 

pastries, epicurean specialties, sandwiches, creative 
cocktails and a world class selection of wine.

Upon entering the establishment, your senses 
will be immersed in the aroma of fresh baked 
bread, the visual impact of our tantalizing food 
display, and the taste of our creatively curated 
sandwiches, pastries and wines.

The Bakery offers a selection of French and 
Italian inspired breads, sandwiches and pastries 

prepared with imported and locally sourced products. 
Fresh bread is baked multiple times throughout the day to 

ensure the quality. Whether you desire a coffee and fresh croissant 
to start your day or want to enjoy lunch, a light dinner, or a little something sweet, we 
will be able to satisfy your appetite!

A catering menu is available via our website for groups that would like to enjoy 
our selections at home or work. We also offer special occasion cakes for important 
milestone events like weddings, anniversaries, 
baby showers, and birthdays.

Eric and Monique 
Bonnetain are the 
husband and wife 
team that created 
the Bread and Vine 
Bakery concept.  Their 
careers in the hospitality 
and wine industries 
have given them the 
opportunity to both work 
and travel throughout 
the world. They were 
inspired to bring all of 
their favorite foods from 
their travels to Galena 
for everyone to enjoy.

217 S Main St, Galena, IL 61036
Phone: (815) 402-2100

www.Breadandvinebakery.com
For info: Info@breadandvinebakery.com

Bread & Vine Bakery is a unique bakery and wine bar 
concept offering a selection of French breads and 

pastries, epicurean specialties, sandwiches, creative 
cocktails and a world class selection of wine.

Italian inspired breads, sandwiches and pastries 
prepared with imported and locally sourced products. 

Fresh bread is baked multiple times throughout the day to 



DeSoto House Generals’ Restaurant
230 S. Main St., Galena | desotohouse.com
815-777-0090
Filet Mignon
Tender, succulent hand cut Filet Mignon served with grilled asparagus 
and freshly baked herb focaccia bread with house-made herb butter.

Fried Green Tomatoes
213 N. Main St., Galena
friedgreen.com
815-777-3938
Fresh Sea Scallops 
Diver-sized scallops seared and served 
over sweet pea pancetta risotto.

Brazen Open Kitchen
955 Washington St #101, Dubuque, IA
brazenopenkitchen.com
563-587-8899
Seasonal Gnocchi
Seasonal gnocchi is a dish that changes on the 
menu with the seasons. From the beginning, the 
gnocchi has been one of the restaurant’s most 
popular starters.

Chestnut Mountain Resort | The Summit
8700 Chestnut Mountain Rd., Galena
chesnutmtn.com | 800-397-1320
Reuben sandwich
Corned beef, sauerkraut, melted Swiss and thousand island 
dressing on marble rye.

Chestnut Mountain Resort | The Summit

Cajun Jack’s
1336 U.S. 20, Elizabeth
facebook.com/cajunjacks
815-858-3535
Crawtail pasta
Made with Cajun Jack’s very own creole sauce, 
topped with crawtails and cheese.

Dish upDish up



Eagle Ridge Woodlands Restaurant & Lounge
444 Eagle Ridge Dr., Galena
eagleridge.com | 815-776-5050
Pan-roasted Boursin chicken breast
Breast of chicken, Boursin cheese and spinach with garlic red 
smashed potatoes

Goldmoor Inn
9001 W Sand Hill Rd, Galena
goldmoor.com  | 815-777-3925
Beef Wellington
Beef Wellington is the Goldmoor’s famous and iconic dish.

Goldmoor Inn

Galena River Wine & Cheese
420 S. Main St., Galena
815-777-9430
galenariverwineandcheese.com
Grilled cheese
Select from any cheese in our cheese case and we will 
make a grilled cheese using bread from Sutter Bakery 
in East Dubuque. Manchego? Yep. Morel and leek? 
Yes, sir. Chocolate cheese? You wouldn’t be the first.

Vinny Vanucchi’s 
201 S. Main St., Galena
vinnysgalena.com | 815-777-8100
Pasta Ala Vinny 
Linguine pasta in our extra virgin olive oil, garlic and hot 
sauce tossed with shrimp, scallops and real crabmeat.

Vinny Vanucchi’s 

Bread & Vine Bakery
217 S Main St, Galena
breadandvinebakery.com
815-402-2100 
Bread & Vine Bakery is a new BarBakery concept of-
fering a selection of European pastries, sandwiches, 
breads, wine, cocktails and small plates. 



EXPERIENCE Ahh-MAZING

Goldmoor InnGoldmoor Inn
From exquisite 

accommodations 
to chefmade classic 

cuisine, and views of the 
Mississippi River Valley, 

the Goldmoor Inn 
is extraordinary.

Seeking culinary 
indulgence? Dine in the 

restaurant or at the Chef’s 
Table to enjoy classic 
recipes created with 

the freshest ingredients 
possible–many from 

our own garden. 

Reservations: 815-777-3925 
www.Goldmoor.com  @GoldmoorInn

Goldmoor Inn
9001 West Sand Hill Road, Galena, Illinois

Cater  at  your  home or  choose a pr ivate din ing venue on s i te for  10 to 150 guests .
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1-815-777-3929
LeFevreInn.com

Grant Hills-4490_1
LeFevre-4489_1
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N e w l y  R e N o v a t e d
•Complimentary Hot 

Breakfast
•Free Freshly Baked 

Cookies
•Pool, Whirlpool and 

Game Room
•Breakfast Area
•Water park with 

indoor pool with slide, baby pool with slide and full game room
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606 S. Prospect St., Galena, IL 61036 
815.777.3883 

averybedandbreakfast.com
Conveniently located a short walk

to downtown Galena A
ve

ry
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Luxurious and historical vacation suites on Main Street in Galena 
For information and booking visit www.ulyssessuites.com

214 S. Bench Street, Galena IL 
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Galena Gazette dog Max welcomes you to 
Galena. Staying for a while?

Subscribe to the Gazette! Call 815-777-0019 
or visit GalenaGazette.com
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Shop

GIVE BACK
&

FYI 
Spotsie’s
403 S. Main St.
poopsies.com
815-777-1999

by Hillary Dickerson
Spotsie’s, located at 403 S. Main St., 

Galena, is a pretty unique place to shop.
All of the vendor product lines in the 

store give a portion of proceeds to various 
causes. Be it the prevention of human traf-
ficking to Alzheimer’s and autism research, 
fighting hunger, fresh water in Africa, em-
powering women in Third World countries, 
veterans organizations, orphanages and 
more, there’s a lot of good happening.

“As we like to call it, guilt-free shop-
ping,” said co-owner Alana Turner.

Opened in 2020, as an offshoot of its 
neighbor across the street, Poopsie’s, owners 
Alana Turner and Traci Lyden said they’d 
tried to focus more and more on giving 
back in the past few years. They’ve done a 
lot for the local community on their own.

But taking that a step further, there 
were several products in the store that were 
labeled to let customers know of the causes 
the products support. At Poopsie’s, there 
simply wasn’t enough space to showcase all 
those products together.

Turner and Lyden felt that they just 
weren’t doing the concept justice at Poop-
sie’s. They needed some more room to 
spread their wings.

When property became available across 
the street, Turner and Lyden had their 
chance, and they jumped at it.

“It happened very fast,” said Turner, who explained that the 
idea came about a month before they opened the doors on the 
400-square-foot space. “Customers have been loving it.”

The business partners were inspired by the book series that 
they’ve carried for years by Kobi Yamada. Opening a new business 
in the middle of a pandemic, they applied lessons from the books 
“What Do You Do With an Idea,” “What Do You Do with a Prob-
lem?” and “What Do You Do with a Chance?” as they launched 

their new venture.
The focus is simple: Now, more than ever, the 

world needs a little extra love, and everyone has 
the power to create change.

Spotsie’s, a play on Poopsie’s and featuring 
the name of the Poopsie’s mascot, Spot, features 
the products of 20 to 25 rotating vendors. There 
is jewelry, wall hangings, hand bags, toys and all 
sorts of other gifts from local, regional and inter-
national vendors.

Turner said they would like to eventually bring 
in more regional vendors to keep the money in the 
area if at all possible.

“It’s not as easy as you think,” said Turner of 
finding vendors who offer such programs.

The inventory will constantly evolve, Lyden 
noted. Spotsie’s has an assortment of gifts for all 
ages. Its tagline, “give hope with every gift,” really 
resonates with shoppers. Vendors will continue to 
partner with people doing good in the world.

“It’s like gifting it forward,” said Turner, 
explaining that when a person purchases a gift for 
a grandchild, for example, the vendor’s cause also 
benefits. “Customers love knowing that it’s giving 
back.”

There are even cards available to go with gifts 
so the gift recipient understands the reach of the 
gift: “We love that this gift keeps on giving. We 
hope you do, too.”

Spotsie’s is open daily. Visit poopsies.com for 
hours and more information.

There’s an entire store in downtown Galena 
dedicated to giving back. Spotsie’s is the place 
where every purchase supports a cause.



Golf Courses RecreationBoat Landings

Casinos

1 Eagle Ridge North Course 1 Chestnut Mountain

3 Apple Canyon Lake
4 Casper Bluff
5 Wapello Land & Water Reserve

1 Diamond Jo Casino
2 Mystique Casino

6 Crystal Lake Cave
7 Buehler Preserve
8 Horseshoe Mound
9 Keough Effigy Land & Water Reserve
10 Schurmeier Teaching Forest

2 Galena Territory
1 Ferry Landing

5 Frentress Landing
4 Mid Town

6 Blanding Landing
7 Massey Station

3 East Dubuque Public
2 Galena Public 2 Eagle Ridge South Course

3 Eagle Ridge East Course
4 Eagle Ridge The General
5 Galena Golf Club
6 Woodbine Bend
7 Lacoma
8 Storybrook Country Club
9 Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course

11 Valley of Eden
12 Apple River Fort
13 Gateway Park
14 Gramercy Park
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If you want to explore the remote areas of Galena alongside 
a railroad track and the backwaters of the Mississippi River, 
the nine-plus-mile Galena River Trail is for you. The trail 

offers the perfect place for walking, jogging, hiking and biking.
You can also partake in activities such as bird watching, geo-

caching, fishing, kayaking or canoeing on or around the trail, all 
free of charge. The 3.4-mile Galena Junction Trail segment is the 
original trail. Originating from Depot Park just below the U.S. 
20 bridge, the forested trail winds south to Galena Junction and 
the backwaters of the Mississippi River. At the junction, trains 
pass close by the trail.

Interpretive signs detailing the history and wildlife of the area 
are located at various locations along all of the trails. The Galena 
Junction Trail also offers some of the best bird watching in the 
region. There are 60 species of birds already identified.

Capture the natural beauty of Galena in various locations 
along the trails. 

The downtown trail covers a half mile from the Meeker Street 
bridge to the trailhead at Depot Park, while the Buehler Trail covers 

1.4 miles from the trailhead to the Buehler Preserve.
Along the Muchow Park Trail and Depot Park, donated fitness 

equipment lines the sides of the river trail. The fitness equipment 
is designed to target a variety of muscle groups, allowing users to 
incorporate interval training into their workouts.

Another trail to enjoy is the Recreation Park Trail that covers 
1 mile from the trailhead to Recreation Park.

Recently, 2.1 miles from Galena Junction to South River 
Road in Aiken, near Chestnut Mountain Resort and Blanding 
Campground, opened. Along the new trail, new access points to 
Casper Bluff Land and Water Reserve are offered. The new leg 
of the Galena River Trail offers access to Native American burial 
grounds and effigies at Casper Bluff. Now, the distance from the 
U.S. 20 bridge to Aiken is 5.5 miles one way.

If you turn right on River Road, you’ll end up at Chestnut 
Mountain Resort or beyond. 

Free parking is available at several trail entry areas, including 
under the U.S. 20 bridge, Meeker Street at Field Street, Recreation 
Park and South River Road.

EXPLORE THE TRAILEXPLORE THE TRAIL
Get out  Get out &&

Whether biking, 
hiking, walking 
or jogging, enjoy 
some time on the 
Galena River Trail

Whether biking, 
hiking, walking 
or jogging, enjoy 
some time on the 
Galena River Trail



Wickless soy 
& traditional 

candles created 
at Galena

Main Street 
business

114 S. Main St., Galena, IL. 61036 (815) 776-0811
Home of Finley Grace Wickless Soy Candles

It’s been 13 
years since 
Bill and Patti 

Murphy began 
searching for a way 
to raise money for 
their now 15-year-
old grand-

daughter’s 
trust fund. 
Finley Grace 
was born with a rare and incurable 
genetic deficiency called Cri du Chat 
syndrome, or 5P minus for short. 
Their perfect business opportunity 
turned out to be in the form of a 
scented Wickless Soy Candle.
Launching the business in 2008, 

the Murphys began manufacturing the air 
fresheners in a 

room on the 
second floor 
of their store, 

At Home in 
Galena.

Nearly 1500 
highly scented 

Wickless Soy Candles 
can be poured in one 
day. The small tins of 

soy wax “super saturated” with fragrance will cover 200 square 
feet of space and give off a delightful scent for up to 15 weeks. At 
any given time there are 50-60 different fragrances displayed on 

the first floor of the store. 
The Murphys also sell Finley 
Grace products through 
over 500 retail outlets 
mostly in the Midwest and 
have been able to network 
and market their products 
for fundraisers all over 
the United States with 

customers who visit their Galena store.
Finley Grace Promotions continues to develop new product 

lines. Nonny’s Lifestyle line is the latest complete line addition with 
candles, soaps, travel candles, body butter, lotions, liquid soaps 
and shower gels. . .all produced with 
essential oils.

Stop in to see the ever-
expanding lines we offer. 

At Home in Galena--1698_1

At Home in Galena owners, Bill 
and Patti Murphy, launched 
Finley Grace, a wickless soy 
candle business in 2009, 
as a way to raise funds for 
their granddaughter, Finley 
Grace, who has a rare and 
incurable genetic disorder. 
The business has taken 
off, and now Finley Grace 
products are sold across the 
country.
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...it’s all about FAMILY!

Finley is cooking up 
something new...
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The art of winemaking
MASSBACH RIDGE

FYI 
8837 South Massbach Rd, 
Elizabeth Vineyard and Winery
815-291-6700
117 N. Main St, Galena
Downtown Tasting Room
massbachridge.com

by Emma Eaton
Massbach Ridge Winery started as owner and winemaker 

Peggy Harmston’s dream to have a family business on the land 
where she was raising her young children.

Harmston’s husband, Dr. Greg Harmston, encouraged her to 
consider starting a vineyard. They both loved wine, and Peggy 
had grown up on a dairy farm and knew what it took to cultivate 
land. In 2000, Harmston opened the vineyard on South Mass-
bach Road, just past Elizabeth, and the tasting room opened in 
late 2003. Massbach Ridge also has a tasting room in downtown 
Galena.

Since Harmston was not raised in the winemaking business, 
she had a lot to learn. VHS tapes were instrumental in her de-
velopment, she said, as well as mentoring sessions and seminars. 
When people think Illinois, their first thought is certainly not 
vineyards and wineries, but Harmston said she wanted to create a 
local product in the forgotten hills of Jo Daviess County.

“Especially with the pandemic and everything that happened, 
it was great to see people come out and safely enjoy our wine and 
the countryside,” Harmston said.

Massbach Ridge offers 20 different wines made from eight 
varieties of grapes. The winemaking cycle occurs from September 
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to March, beginning with the harvest and ending 
with bottling. In September, grapes are harvested by 
hand; grapes for white wine are crushed that day and 
pressed for juice. Grapes for dark reds are fermented 
in skins and seeds, and fermenting ends at the 
beginning of October. Harmston said it is a calendar 
industry of sorts.

“From there, a winemaker can tweak or blend 
wines,” Harmston said. “That’s where the art comes 
in.”

Massbach Ridge’s Blushing Pink wine has won 
gold at the Illinois Wine Competition. Traumen, 
which is made from Frontenac grapes, and St. Pepin, 
which is the name of the grape, are favorites among 
the Harmston family and customers. Harmston said 
she also takes pride in her winery’s customer service, 
and employees are always out chatting with visitors.

“We are looking forward to inviting people out 
to enjoy the countryside, vines and 2021 vintage,” 
Harmston said.

Harmston is the Illinois Grape Growers Alliance 
president and said she wants to stress the fact that 
wineries in this area support each other. There is a 
strong surge for more wineries in Illinois, and specifi-
cally in scenic Jo Daviess County.

“There is an alliance, and relationships have 
strengthened, especially after the pandemic,” 
Harmston said. “Feel free to ask any winery for direc-
tions to the next winery because we support each 
other.”

Peggy Harmstom
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Feathered Nest-4580_1

Bird Feeders  •  Bird Seed  •  Books
Corinthian Bells  •  Bird Houses  •  Suets

The Feathered Nest
206 South Main Street, Galena, IL 815.776.9547 featherednestgalena.com

Everything for Feathered Friends
The Feathered Nest offers the highest quality and
most charming birding supplies, gifts and more.
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Local 
wineries

Massbach Ridge Winery
8837 S Massbach Road, Elizabeth
Tucked away in the Massbach hills, seven miles southeast of Elizabeth, 

Massbach Ridge Winery has been growing grapes and making wine for over 
a decade. Massbach Ridge offers over 15 wines, which can be tasted and 
purchased in the tasting room and gift shop at the Vineyard, or at their tasting 
room location in downtown Galena. Visit massbachridge.com.

Rocky Waters
2003 W Hanover Road, Hanover
Located in the northeast side of Hanover, Rocky Waters Vineyard is a 

boutique winery offering 14 wines, which can be tasted and purchased in 
the tasting room and gift shop at the Vineyard. Visit rockywaters.net.

Fergedaboudit
4595 W Speer Road, Hanover
Founded by Rosario Bruno, this winery located in the countryside 

of Hanover showcases breathtaking views, delicious wines and a fun 
atmosphere. Guests can sample 14 wines. Visit fergedaboudit.com.

Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery
4746 N Ford Road, Galena
Take in the scenic countryside while enjoying a 30-year tradition 

of family winemaking at Galena Cellars Vineyard & Winery. Galena 
Cellars offers over 40 award-winning wines and has a downtown 
location and tasting room. Visit galenacellars.com.



Galena Country Fair-4482_1
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Shenandoah Pro Rodeo
July 3-4, 2021

at 7 p.m.

FREEDOM REINS

Shenandoah
• RIDING CENTER •

200 N Brodrecht Rd., Galena, IL
shenandoahridingcenter.com • 815-777-9550

info@shenandoahridingcenter.com

Bareback Riding • Steer Wrestling
 Team Roping • Saddle Bronc Riding 

Calf Roping • Bull Riding • Barrel Racing
Fireworks Both Nights

Tickets are $15 in advance, $20 at the gate for adults. 
Children ages 6 to 12 are $10 in advance and $15 at the 

gate. Children 5 and under are free. Advance tickets 
are available online, The Galena Territory Association 

Owners’ Club and Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.
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Galena River Wine & Cheese

420 South Main Street - Galena 

www.galenariverwineandcheese.com 

815 777-9430
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A day spa destination for 
relaxation and rejuvenation. 

Massage | Facials | Waxing
Two Couples Massage Rooms 

Body Treatments

Conveniently located in the lower level of The Irish Cottage 
Boutique Hotel, just minutes from downtown Galena at

9853 US Hwy. 20. Call for an appointment: 815.776.9905. 
Plenty of free parking!

Galena Day Spa

Galena Day Spa is a tranquil, full-service spa devoted to 
offering exceptional services and top-of-the-line products in a 
calm and comfortable environment. Not only will you soothe 

your body, mind and spirit, but you’ll experience an unparalleled 
level of service that will leave you feeling relaxed and pampered.

Therapists with advanced training • Shower facilities and lockers
Open to the public...we never charge “amenity fees” • Private 
couple's relaxation room • Accommodating to small and large 

groups • Champagne and chocolates with all couple’s massages
“Top 5 Spas in Illinois” on TripAdvisor four consecutive years

Trip Advisor Travel’s Choice for 2020
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Galena Day SpaGalena Day Spa
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2000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 61036
thegalenaterritory.com    815-777-2000

 Territory
Farmers Market

2000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 610362000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 610362000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 61036
thegalenaterritory.com
2000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 610362000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 610362000 Territory Drive, Galena, IL 61036

Come for a visit, Stay for a lifestyle!

WE ALSO HOST...
• Farm to Table Dinner, Aug. 28 
• Holiday Market, Dec. 4

Farmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers MarketFarmers Market
Every Sunday
May 30 - Oct. 10
8 a.m. until Noon

The Galena

Galena Territory-4420_1

^ 22 Full hook ups – 46 Water & Electric – 30 Electric  
sites and 25 acres of primitive (tent) camping  

^ Pull-through sites available
^ 8 camping cabins with queen size beds and bunks
^ Heated swimming pool
^ Outdoor movies and hayrides on Saturday plus a 

basketball court
^ 24 shower stalls located in separate bathroom 

facility buildings including laundromat
^ Wi-Fi available at most RV sites

 18 holes of unique championship type 
miniature golf

 Waterfalls and cascading streams
 Arcade with games
 Glow in the Dark Golf

 Birthday Party packages available
 Beautifully shaded and contoured

« «
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 Regional Artists Gallery
  Artist’s Studios
  Historic Photos from the 

Alfie Mueller Collection
  Gift Shop
  Special Exhibits
  Events

971 Gear 
Street

Open Thurs - Sun     779-214-0261
Directions to 971 Gear Street:

From Main Street, turn right (west) on U.S. 
20. Follow U.S. 20, up the hill. Turn left at 
the Gear Street intersection, at the top of 
the hill. The Center will be on your left.

See our full schedule at:
www.GalenaCenterfortheArts.com

Free Exhibits        Ample Parking
Like Us on Facebook!

NEW LOCATION UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

Enjoy art/performances in the 
safety of your own space on 

our YouTube channel!
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WINE TREKS 
TREKS + LIVE MUSIC 

& BONFIRE

HIKE  
WITH  

GOATS!

HoofItGalena.com
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Massbach Ridge Winery
8837 S. Massbach Road

Elizabeth, IL 61028
www.MassbachRidge.com

815-291-6479
Open 11am to 5pm Daily

GALENAArts in
FYI 
Galena Center for the Arts
779-214-0261
971 Gear St, Galena (new site)
galenacenterforthearts.org

by Emma Eaton

The Galena Center for the Arts has 
finally found a permanent home, and 
for supporters of the arts, it’s a dream 

come true.
In January, the 

Center for the Arts 
relocated from 219 
Summit St. to 971 
Gear St., which is 
the current location 
of Illinois Bank & 
Trust. The Center 
for the Arts had 
developed a strong 
working relationship 

with Illinois Bank & Trust. The bank has been 
a key financial backer of the Center since its 
inception, especially with sponsoring radio 
shows. Libby Miller, former Illinois Bank & 
Trust Market President, attended the Center’s 

major art openings. When the opportunity to 
purchase the bank building presented itself, 
the Galena Center for the Arts board members 
happily obliged.

The Center for the Arts thanks Midwest 
Medical Center for its years-long partnership 
while the Center was on Summit Street. The 
bank building is larger, more stately and easier 
for visitors to find. The new building has 
seemingly limitless potential and will be a per-
manent home for arts in Galena. Illinois Bank 
& Trust will keep the top level of the building 
until the end of 2021. Until then, the Center 

Carole Sullivan

A table reading of “Love, 
Loss and What I Wore,” 
prior to the pandemic
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O n e  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  D r i v e
G a l e n a ,  I L                                                                                                 
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Emergency Medicine

Family Medicine

Fitness

Inpatient                                

Internal Medicine

Laboratory

Radiology  
                            

Rehabilitation Services                                                 
Athletic Training                               
Cardiac Rehab                                

Occupational Therapy                           
Physical Therapy
Speech Therapy

Senior Care Services                                            
Assisted Living                               
Nursing Home                                                                      

Specialty Clinic                           
Cardiology                                                                                   

Counseling Services                                                              
Ear, Nose & Throat                                                                           
Gastroenterology
General Surgery 
Ophthalmology

Orthopedics 
Podiatry                                                                          

Telepsychiatry                                                                                                                    
Wound Care

SurgeryS p e c i a l t y  &  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c i n e             
p r o v i d e r s  a r e  c o n t r a c t e d ,  n o t  e m p l o y e d .

H e a l t h  C a r e  W i t h  H e a r t

B u i l d i n g  o u r  s e r v i c e s  t o  m e e t  y o u r  n e e d s .
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for the Arts plans to find the best possible 
use for the lower level with public events 
dependent on pandemic regulations. Add-
ing public and private restrooms is one of 
the first priorities, as well as finalizing a 
performance space. Audiences cannot be 
welcomed until these housekeeping tasks 
are completed, but the lower level will 
eventually be transformed into a theater 
space. The upper level will likely be used to 
display works from local artists. The Center 
for the Arts is also considering renting 
studio spaces, much like what was done on 
Summit Street.

The COVID-19 pandemic caused 
the Center for the Arts to cease in-person 
performances. Its last in-person show, 

“Love, Loss and What I Wore,” occurred 
on March 13, 2020. The all-woman, local 
cast hopes to perform again for a larger 
audience. During the pandemic, the Center 
for the Arts pivoted to an online format. Its 
website features performances from Galena 
artists. Executive director Carole Sullivan 
and technical director Jan Lavacek helped 
songwriters record “COVID-19 Galena, 
The Story in Song.” Furthermore, “The 
Regifters” was a play that was recorded over 
Zoom and presented around the holidays in 
December 2020. 

The Center for the Arts will continue 
to brainstorm more performances recorded 
and delivered through an online format. 
Sullivan said she encourages people to 

check the website and Facebook page for 
information, updates and videos.

The Galena Center for the Arts was 
founded in 2013, after a Galena commu-
nity initiative in 2010. 

Community members recognized the 
need for a permanent home for the arts. 
Board President Jay Dickerson said he re-
members taking his daughters to an unused 
storefront on Main Street, which was the 
first attempt at finding a space. Since then, 
he said his daughters have either presented 
artwork or performed at the Summit Street 
location. The new space on Gear Street, he 
said, will offer new possibilities for further 
community engagement.

“I look forward to little children now, 
growing up knowing that there is a place 
in Galena for them, to present paintings, 
photography, plays and more,” Dickerson 
said. “This is all due to the work of Carole 
and Jan.”

Galena Center for the Arts will be able 
to grow at its new permanent location

When the Galena Center for the Arts reopens in its new location at 971 
Gear St., Galena, the talents of local artists will be on display once again 
for the public to enjoy. 
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GALENA’S RONN TOEBAAS
Actor, director & writer

The Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical 
Society’s annual Cemetery Walk will be held 
in September at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Galena. Visit galenahistory.org.

by Emma Eaton
When it comes to theater, Ronn Toebaas has truly 

done it all. The actor, director and writer has been act-
ing since grade school, has directed 140 productions 

and has written three books.
Toebaas was born in the 

Chicago suburbs, but his 
family moved to a small 
town in central Wisconsin 
when he was 5 years old. He 
was involved with theater in 
high school, and he majored 
in theater and drama at the 
University of Wisconsin-
Madison for a year. After his 

parents divorced, his mother became his guardian 
and moved back to Evanston. Toebaas lost his in-state 
residency and tuition, which forced him to transfer to 
Loyola University Chicago and live with his mother. 
Throughout his time at Loyola and after gradua-
tion, he and his future wife, Alice, attended various 

performances around the city. The formative stage of 
Toebaas’ career occurred in community theaters on 
Chicago’s North Shore. 

“My big break was Tevye in ‘Fiddler on the Roof,’” 
Toebaas said. “That was a key role for me, as well 
as playing Tajōmaru the bandit in the production 
‘Rashomon.’ Those were two roles that particularly set 
me off as an actor.”

Despite the standout performances, Toebaas said 
he realized he enjoyed directing almost more than act-
ing. Directing gives a person control of the entire pro-
duction, and Toebaas said he had an eye for directing 
and got solid performances out of actors. In Chicago, 
actors were a dime a dozen; directors were needed, 
and the job paid well. Directing productions provided  
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extra income for Toebaas while he was 
teaching theater at all-girls high schools, 
Josephinum Academy of the Sacred 
Heart and St. Scholastica Academy.

“You don’t plan a career in theater 
unless you really love it because it is so 
chance-y,” Toebaas said. “And you better 
have a backup plan.”

In 1975, Toebaas and his wife 
purchased an 1853 miner’s cottage in Ga-
lena. It started as a weekend retreat but 
became the couple’s permanent residence 
in 1986. Toebaas left St. Scholastica and 
took a position as a communications 
teacher for the government. He also 
started a professional theater company in 
Galena, the Main Street Players, along-
side Alice, Carole Sullivan and Jan Lava-
cek. The Main Street Players performed 
at the then-newly renovated DeSoto 
House grand ballroom.

Toebaas’ stint with the Main Street 
Players lasted just five years, as he was 
offered the highly coveted and paid posi-
tion of artistic director for the Theatre of 
Western Springs back in Chicago. It is 
the oldest and largest community theater 
in Illinois. Toebaas and Alice sold their 
shares of Main Street Players to Sullivan 
and Lavacek but kept their cottage as a 
weekend retreat. In 1991, Toebaas began 
his full-time tenure with the Theatre of 
Western Springs, which lasted nine years. 
He worked freelance for a while, even 
directing light operas, which he said were 
some of the most challenging produc-
tions of his career. Toebaas also continued 
to teach courses for the government, 
as well as a theater course for Loyola 
University Chicago. He said his favorite 
part about theater is the connections he 
makes, and teaching reminded him of 

these special connections.
“It’s the people,” Toebaas said. “Most 

of my close friends have come from 
theater, so it’s that personal connection. 
When you’re in a community of people 
who love theater and thrive off the same 
genes, so to speak, it’s very special.”

In 2004, Toebaas and Alice finally 
moved back to their cherished life in 
Galena. They purchased an 1850s brick 
home, and Toebaas was asked to direct “A 
Christmas Schooner” in Door County, 
Wis. He had played Gustav Stossel, the 
grandfather, in its first season, but he 
decided to direct the second season. Alice 
acted as the costumer, as she did in so 
many of her husband’s productions. Toe-
baas said he gave “A Christmas Schooner” 
a lighter, happier tone. 

“That was very touching because the 
people up there were very close to the 
story,” Toebaas said. “They live on the 
water in the Green Bay area.”

After “A Christmas Schooner,” 
Toebaas gave writing a try and took over 
the Galena Cemetery Walk. The task 
included history and theater, which were 
two things Toebaas and his wife deeply 
cared about, he said. For years, Alice had 
been involved with the Galena History 
Museum, the organization that hosted 
the event.

“I decided it needed to be written by 
one person rather than several,” Toebaas 
said. “I took on the writing and direct-

ing, and I’ve done so for 14 years. I’ve 
gone from actor to director to writer, so 
now I’ve really done it all and have made 
a career out of it.”

The Galena Cemetery Walk oc-
curs every June at Galena’s Greenwood 
Cemetery. Actors portray past Galenians 
and perform near their graves wearing 
clothing from the period. Each character 
is heavily researched beforehand, and 
there’s substantial drama already present 
in history, Toebaas said. 

Toebaas combined scripts he wrote 
for the Cemetery Walk into books titled 
“Voices from the Grave: Life Stories from 
Galena’s Greenwood Cemetery” and 
“Voices from the Grave II: Life Stories 
from Galena’s Greenwood Cemetery.” 
The Galena History Museum sells the 
books and receives any revenue. Toebaas 
dedicated the books to his late wife, 
Alice, who passed away in 2011. He said 
he wanted to honor her involvement 
with the museum by allowing it to profit 
from his books. Toebaas’ latest work is a 
memoir titled “My Life in Theatre.” 

“All you can do is plunge and take in 
any experience you can, whatever way 
you can,” Toebaas said. “There’s no one 
route to follow, and so much depends 
on what’s available in the area. The nice 
thing about theater is that you can pick it 
up at any time in your life. There’s not an 
age that is too old. If you can memorize 
lines, you can probably do theater.”

‘It’s the people. Most of my close friends come from 
theater, so it’s that personal connection. When you’re 
in a community of people who love theater and thrive 
off the same genes, so to speak, it’s very special.’
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NEW EARTH
ANIMALS
& DOGGIE DO’S

NEWEARTHANIMALS.COM
TWO LOCATIONS IN GALENA!

224 South Main St., Galena
815-994-3647

DOGA CLASSESDOGA CLASSES

Dog Hotel/Daycare/Grooming
Toys, Supplies & Apparel

SPECIALTY STORE
& BAKERY

EXCLUSIVE DESIGNS & GIFTS
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U.S. Grant Home State Historic Site
500 Bouthillier St, Galena, 815-777-3310, granthome.org.

The U.S. Grant Home was built in 1859-60. When Gen. Ulysses 
S. Grant returned to the city in 1865 as a Civil War hero, he was 
presented with the house. Grant used the home as his official politi-
cal and voting address, living there with his family during his 1868 
presidential campaign, and then for a few brief periods during his 
presidency (1869-1877) and retirement. The restored U.S. Grant 
Home is a two-story brick structure, decorated and furnished to 
represent the mid-1860s, primarily with family heirlooms. The 
site includes several small mid-19th century homes comprising the 
three-block Grant Home Historic Neighborhood. Grant State Park, 
a tree-shaded area south of the Grant Home, has picnic tables for 
use. Also in the park is the Long House, a log building constructed 
in 1851 and moved to the site from Elizabeth in 1976, representing 
a typical settler’s home of mid-19th-century Jo Daviess County. 

Elihu B. Washburne House State Historic Site
908 Third St, Galena, 815-777-3310, granthome.org. This 

handsome Greek revival home once belonged to Elihu Washburne 
and his family. Here lived a future mayor of Chicago, a friend to 
Abraham Lincoln and U.S. Grant and a U.S. Congressman whose 
efforts assisted in the Union success. The Elihu Washburne House 
was constructed in 1843, three years after Washburne came to 
Galena and became a Whig lawyer. The home that was constructed 
at this time was one third of the size it is today. On the eve of U.S. 
Grant’s election in 1868, Grant went to Washburne’s house to await 
the election results. At 1:30 am, the telegraph announcing the final 
election results came through, naming Grant the president of the 
United States. 

Old Market House State Historic Site
123 N Commerce St, Galena, 815-776-9200, granthome.org. 

The Old Market House, erected by the city of Galena in 1845-
1846, served for 65 years as the city market during the decades of 
Galena’s greatest prosperity as a river port, lead-mining center and 
commercial hub. The Old Market House also served as the seat of 
Galena government and for years had two jail cells. 

Apple River Fort State Historic Site
311 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-858-2028, Appleriverfort.org. 

The Apple River Fort at 311 E. Myrtle St, Elizabeth, was the site of 
an important battle during the Black Hawk War. On June 24, 1832, 
the settlers of the fort turned back an attack by 200 Sauk and Fox 
warriors led by Black Hawk himself. The war ceased the threat of 
Sauk and Fox Native American attacks in the area and opened the 
region to further settlement. Today, the fort has been reconstructed.

Chicago Great Western Railroad Museum
111 E Myrtle St, Elizabeth, 815-858-2343, elizabethhistorical-

society.com. Located in a former Chicago Great Western Railway 
station, the Chicago Great Western Railway Museum in Elizabeth 
focuses on the railroads of northwest Illinois. The museum houses 
thousands of railroad artifacts, and also gives visitors the opportu-
nity to step into a full-size Milwaukee Road caboose. 

Hanover Historical Society
500 Fillmore St, Hanover, 815-591-3623, hanoverhistoricalsoci-

ety.com. The Hanover Historical Society provides an in-depth look 
at the history of the village of Hanover. A recently added exhibit is 
the Larry Bell, Jr. Collection, featuring 1,000 Native American arti-
facts. The artifacts have been collected over 45 years, and 70 percent 
were found just down the road at the Wapello Site. 

Stockton Heritage Museum
107 W Front Ave, Stockton, 815-947-2220. Learn more about 

the history and heritage of Stockton by paying a visit to the Stock-
ton Heritage Museum. 

1876 Banwarth House & Museum
408 E Sycamore St, Elizabeth, 815-858-2014, banwarthmu-

seum.com. Step back in time to 1876, and enjoy a tour of the 
Banwarth family home. Experience first-hand what life was like in 
America’s centennial year.

Step back 
IN TIME

Explore Driftless history

While planning your visit, check local websites for the latest information.Know before you go!
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Apple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River FortApple River Fort

Apple River Fort-4005_1

Come to Elizabeth to 
see and hear a great 

frontier story.
815.858.2028

appleriverfort@gmail.com
appleriverfort.org
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22021 Memberships
$680 Single • $930 Family

-18 holes with cart
Monday-Thursday:

$38

-18 holes with cart
Friday & Sunday:

$48

-18 holes with cart
Saturday before 2pm:

$52

-Located just 12 miles east of Dubuque- G
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 Great golf!

 Spectacular golf course!

 Fantastic members
& staff!

Join us today...Join us today...Join us today...Join us today...Join us today...Join us today...
815-777-3599  • galenagolfclub.org              11557 US 20 W • Galena, Illinois

+18 Holes

+5185 yard-6613 yards

+4 sets of tees

+Driving Range

+Pro Shop

+Bar and Grill
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John Oliver Duer, who moved to Galena in 1860, 
had lasting impact on outcome of the Civil War

by Emma Eaton

Galena boasts nine Civil War Generals, with 
General and President Ulysses S. Grant being 
the most notable. The youngest Galena General, 

John Oliver Duer, spent the least time in Galena, but he 
had a lasting impact on the outcome of the Civil War.

Duer was born on Feb. 
12, 1838 in Baltimore, and 
he moved to Galena in 1860, 
just before the outbreak of 
the Civil War, when he was 
22 years old. Duer and his 
older brother Charles opened 
a supply store on Perry Street 
called “Charles Duer and 
Brother, Groceries and Provi-
sions.”

After President Lincoln 
called for war volunteers In 
1861, Duer enlisted in the 
Washburne Lead Mine Regi-

ment, which was named in honor of Galena Congress-
man E.B. Washburne. Duer became a Second Lieutenant 
in the 45th Illinois Volunteer Infantry and rose through 
the ranks as a First Lieutenant, Captain, Major, Lieuten-
ant Colonel and Colonel. The 45th Illinois Infantry’s 
most notable battle was the Vicksburg campaign in 1863. 
General Grant wanted to capture Vicksburg and gain 
control of the Mississippi. Duer and his fellow Galena 
soldiers used their experience with lead mining to dig a 
tunnel under Fort Hill and set a mine. General Grant 
honored the 45th Infantry’s efforts by allowing them to 
raise the flag on the Vicksburg Courthouse.

On July 12, 1865, Duer was finally brevetted Briga-
dier General for his exceptional service in the war. When 
he returned to Galena with the rest of the 45th Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment later that month, the 
General addressed Galenian citizens: “We went forth to 
fight the battles of our country with the single purpose of 
doing our duty, and if we have succeeded in convincing 

our friends at home that we have never fallen short of 
this, our happiness is indeed complete,” wrote the Galena 
Daily Gazette in 1865. Duer spent the rest of his life 
in Monticello, Iowa, where he acted as head of the dry 
goods firm Duer & Estey. He married Jennie Wonderly, 
and the couple had five daughters. The General was 
Monticello’s mayor for a time, and he died there on Dec. 
11, 1880.

Lasting legacy and portrayal
Now, Galenian Jeff Bishop portrays General Duer for 

the Galena Generals. His involvement with the Galena 
Generals began in 2015, when Bob Buman (General 
Grant) approached Bishop at the Galena VFW say-
ing, “Hey, General John Duer.” The likeness between 
Bishop and Duer was uncanny, and the Generals needed 
someone to portray Duer. Bishop said he was relatively 
new to the area and had always been a history buff, so 
he decided to give the group a try. The Galena Generals 
were founded in 1961, and members suit up and portray 

Jeff Bishop

GEN. JOHN DUER
as

Gen. John Duer

Bob Buman, who portrays Gen. U.S. Grant, greets Gen. John Duer, portrayed 
by Jeff Bishop.
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Galena’s nine generals
Augustus Louis Chetlain, John Oliver Duer, Ulysses 
Simpson Grant, Jasper Adalmorn Maltby, Ely Samuel 
Parker, John Aaron Rawlins, William Rueben Rowley, 
John Corson Smith, John Eugene Smith. 

the historical heroes at parades, weddings and other events. Bishop 
said his involvement was meant to be.

“Back in the day, I went to Gettysburg with my dad,” Bishop 
said. “There were people walking around in uniforms, and I 
thought, ‘how neat would it be to do something like that.’ Little 
did I know, years later I’d be walking the streets of Galena.”

Bishop grew up in a small town in northern Wisconsin and 
later worked for years in Chicago. He said he wanted to get back to 
the small town atmosphere while staying near the city. Galena was 
a perfect fit, and the Galena Generals helped Bishop get involved 
with Galena’s history and tourism. He said he also values the cama-
raderie with the other Generals.

“This town is alive,” Bishop said. “It has so much going on with 
tourism, amazing restaurants, interesting people. There’s always a 
new flow of people coming through, and it keeps it vibrant.”

The Galena Generals perform in five major parades throughout 
the year. Their largest responsibility comes around Memorial Day, 
where they honor fallen soldiers. The Generals wear authentic wool 
uniforms with few pockets and little ventilation, even in the sum-
mer. Honoring General Duer is worth sacrificing a little sweat and 
discomfort, Bishop said.

“I enjoy meeting the people who come up to me asking about 
the history,” Bishop said. “A lot of people don’t know much about 
the Civil War, but within five minutes I’m able to give them a brief 
history about the Generals and why we do what we do.”

At the Halloween parade, Galena Generals, above, Cory Ritterbusch, left, as Gen. 
John C. Smith, and Jeff Bishop as Gen. John Duer. Below, Bishop, right, walks 
in a Galena Fourth of July parade with Kirk Foecking as Gen. John E. Smith. 

The Galena Generals offer a salute at a local 
cemetery on Memorial Day.
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The Barrows Mansion, home to the Galena & U.S. Grant Museum at 
211 S. Bench St., Galena, is a solid, stable, dignified old house that 
helps tell Galena’s story. 

Daniel A. Barrows, a Galena entrepreneur, had the house built in 1858, 
after a fire razed the previous two homes he had constructed on the lot. Bar-
rows also had two Main Street businesses go up in flames.

Galena’s 

HISTORY
story through

The building does feature some 
subtle oddities. For example, the 
floor on the first story looks like 
ordinary hardwood, but is actually 
a sandwich of two wood floors with 
dry plaster packed several inches 
thick in between. In theory, if a fire 
began in the basement and burned 
through the bottom layer, plaster 
would fall from the ceiling and 
smother it. The clever mechanism 
has never been put to the test.

Barrows used the trimmings of 
his home to display his status. The 
tour starts with the parlor, where 
visitors would have the chance to 
contemplate his elegance while 
waiting for Barrows to appear. The 
ceiling of the room is decorated 
with panels of pierce-carved poured 
plaster, designed in remarkable 
detail with fruit, cabbage roses and 
fleurs-de-lis. An ostentatious marble 
fireplace once heated the chamber. 

And while the wood used in the 
door frames and trimmings is not 
top-quality, Barrows paid someone 
to paint a rich grain onto it, giving 
it the appearance of solid oak.

One feature of the house that 
was unusual for its time is that both 
children’s bedrooms were equipped 
with built-in closets. A standard 
amenity today, such closets were 
rare in the 1850s because home-
owners were taxed based on the 
number of rooms they had, and 
closets were included. 

Most people avoided the taxes by 
using armoires instead, but Barrows 
subtly showed visitors that he had 
money to burn.

His financial success didn’t last 
forever, though. Barrow’s lumber 
business went downhill during the 
depression after the Civil War, and 
his other enterprises, including 
flour milling and whiskey brewing, 

Galena & U.S. Grant Museum
211 S. Bench St, Galena, 815-777-9129, Gale-

nahistory.org. Step inside the Galena & U.S. Grant 
Museum in Galena to discover the history behind the 
area’s lead mining, steamboating and commercial suc-
cess during the Civil War era. Meet the spirit of Ulysses 
Grant in a hologram that welcomes guests into the mu-
seum. There are also true national treasures, like the 
“Peace in Union” and “General Grant on the Battle-
field” paintings and the flag from the Vicksburg Siege. 

The museum is located in an 1858 Italianate man-
sion built as a private residence by Galena merchant 
Daniel Barrows. It features over 6,000 square feet 
of exhibit space and presentations on lead mining 
in the northwest region, the Driftless Area, Grant’s 
leather store and the Port of Galena. Souvenirs, gifts 
and books are available for purchase in the gift shop.
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couldn’t make up the difference.
Barrows relinquished the house 

to S.O. Stillman after defaulting on 
his mortgages, and Stillman sold the 
house to John Ross in 1885. The Ross 
family had an apparently uneventful 
stay in the home, and John passed 
the building on to his daughters, Loll 
and Belle. When Belle passed away in 
1922, Loll sold it to the International 
Order of the Odd Fellows.

The Odd Fellows were responsible 
for most of the major changes to the 
building since its original construc-
tion. They put in a new front door 
and tile flooring in the foyer that 
were sturdy enough to handle heavy 
traffic from the public. The kitchen 
at the back of the house was torn 
off, and replaced with a two-story 
addition with space for sock hops and 
sporting events.

The Odd Fellows added a few nov-
elties as well, including a shower built 
in one of the old servant’s quarters 
on the top story. The group needed a 
place for young men to wash up after 
sporting events, so they converted the 
room by pouring thick concrete and 
covering it with tile.

Building the addition put the Odd 
Fellows into $40,000 worth of debt 
right before the Great Depression. 
When the economy collapsed, they 
became bankrupt. The house went on 
the auction block in 1938 and was 
purchased by the city of Galena.

At first, the city offices occu-
pied the first floor and the history 
museum used the top stories, but as 
both grew, the city moved out and 
the museum took over. The servant’s 
quarters, including the erstwhile 
shower room, are filled with me-
ticulously ordered and catalogued 
artifacts. The building is owned by 
the city of Galena. 

Old Blacksmith Shop
245 Commerce St, Galena, 815-777-1893, 

May through October. The Old Blacksmith Shop 
is a museum, but there are forges that operate and 
blacksmiths are on duty during the season. 

Check out the well-stocked gift shop filled 
with things made by blacksmiths and also the lo-
cal foundry. They do beautiful custom work as 
well. Come watch the sparks fly at the Old Black-
smith Shop. Open 10 am to 4 pm Friday through 
Monday.

Dittmar Farms
anD OrcharD

Find us on Google 
or Facebook

Dittmar Farms and Orchards
256 S. Grebner Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028

Like us on Facebook or visit dittmarfarms.com

~ And visit ~
Dittmar OrcharD statiOn
106 Diagonal St. (HWY 20), Elizabeth
Apple cider donuts • A variety of frosted vanilla 

donuts • Cold drinks • Many Gift Items

For 
wholesome 
family fun-
pick your 
own...

Year-Round Fun
& Adventure

Experience Arrowhead Treehouse...the 
perfect family or couples getaway!

Stay the night nestled up high in our new treehouse
situated close to our lower orchard 365 days a year.

• 600 sq ft (including loft)
• Heat, air, and water year ‘round
• Sleeps 6+ comfortably 
• Private room
• Stream for fishing, campfire,
    and just good outdoor fun.

440 S. Grebner Road, Elizabeth, IL 61028
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The history of Galena’s steps

Galenians take it
ONE STEP AT A TIME

by Steve Repp, 
Galena Public Library

Visitors to Galena find our 
town interesting in many 
ways with the numerous 

styles of architecture and the wall 
of buildings along Main Street. It 
is a town definitely in tune with 
the past. 

The numerous stairways and 
steps also add an interesting 
look. 

Reading through some of the 
old newspapers at the Galena 
Public Library also turned up 
some early references which gave 
some interesting descriptions. 

The Northwestern Gazette 
and Galena Advertiser for Sept. 
18, 1841 reads: “Certainly a 
more grotesque and comical 
looking little city never before 
existed, it looks like a strag-
gling army of volunteers houses, 
climbing a precipice. Galena is 

evidently a rising place–growing 
up edgewise…the streets rise 
above one another like theater 
boxes…”

The Galena Jeffersonian of 
July 1, 1854 reported, “Galena 
is a town of stairs–steps up and 
steps down. Nowhere do you 
proceed on the level.” 

The many steps of Galena 
continue to challenge both resi-
dents and visitors. 

Keep in mind that the early 
version from the 1800s into the 
early 1900s were wooden. Stand-
ing at the bottom of the stairway 
at Main and Green streets, take 
a look at what awaits you. Steps 
leading up to Bench Street and 
then all the way up to Prospect 
Street. That beautiful old build-
ing with the clock tower was the 
old Central School, now better 
known as Galena Green. 

On Bench and Washington 

The Green Street steps when they were still wooden. 

Green Street steps
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Above, a view of the Washington Street steps between the United Methodist Church and the 
old fire house. At right, a historic photo of steps leading to a basement off Riverside Drive. 

streets there’s another stairway. The fire bell steps were 
named for the old fire house at the base of the stairs. 
The firehouse dates to 1851. 

The steps by the Soldier’s Monument on River-
side Drive lead to the 
Galena library. 

Take a walk on 
Magazine Street behind 
the library and you will 
find a lesser known 
flight of steps that will 
also take you to Galena 
Green. 

In April 1890, the 
Galena Gazette printed 
a suggestion that an 
elevator be constructed 
on some of the hillsides 
to put residents in 
“breath economizing 
communication with 
the world below.” A 
few years later another 
idea was suggested: a 
row of trees be planted 

“on the outside of the stairway up to the Central 
School, so that in a very few years it will be thorough-
ly shaded and the brains of everyone passing may not 
be baked by the fierce rays of the sun.”

Years ago, Irene Gillette, who worked at the 
library and also at the Galena History Museum, wrote 
a short story titled “Stepping Up To The Skies.” In it 
she wrote that “there were about 1,356 public steps…
a challenge for you mountain climbers. Pity the Post-
man you say, well they were used to it, as they seemed 

to know all the short cuts to reach the mail boxes.” 
Gillette also mentioned that the 1,356 steps would 

be multiplied many times if you counted all the pri-
vate steps leading to the many residences.

But years ago it was not always like you see it now. 
Many of the stairways were crumbling and Galena 
had a difficult time finding the money for repairs. In 
time, funds were raised and the steps replaced.

The numerous stairways await you, so take it all 
in, one step at a time, and you will probably come to 
the conclusion as many people before you have, that 
nothing is on the level here. 

Your heart and legs will never let you forget good 
old Galena. 

Up you go!
Washington Street
Main to Bench, 37
Bench to Prospect, 158
Prospect and up, 57

Green Street
Main to Bench, 43
Bench to Prospect, 149

Magazine Street
81

Library steps
Riverside to Bench, 61
Bench to front door, 25

Youngsters climbing the Washington Street steps. 

The steps off Magazine Street behind 
the library today, above, and years 
ago, below. 
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Historic Main Street Walking
Tours with General Grant

May through October
10AM & Noon
Starting at the DeSoto Hotel Lobby, 
230 S. Main Street

$15 per person (age 10+)

Every Saturday in partnership with the 
Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical Society

Hosted by Bob Buman {563-580-1797}
More Info: {815-777-9129}

Enjoy fascinating, factual 
stories of early Galena, 
lead mining, steamboating, 
U.S. Grant & the Civil War

 –Rain Or Shine– 
No Reservations

Galena History Museum-3990_1
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Every  BODY  welcome!

YOga classEs 
in galEna

Pop Up
Outside Yoga

Visit
awakE4YOga.cOm
or call
773-259-3234
for more info.
ask about our
private group 
classes!

10am grant Park
most saturdays

 

   102 South Main, Galena, IL. 
         1-815-777-9005

A family-owned business
for Forty years with

Women’s Clothing & Accessories

   102 South Main, Galena, IL. 

Women’s Clothing & Accessories

. 

✦ Exclusive Jewelry Lines:
	 •	Holly	Yashi	
	 •	Firefly
	 •	Adajio

✦ Women’s	Specialty	Clothing:
 •	Parsley	and	Sage	
	 •	Baciano	•	Kamana

✦ Rocks	&	Crystals,	Minerals			
&	Fossils

✦ Hot	New	Items:
	 •	Fabulous	Scarves	
	 			&	Eclectic	Purses
	 •	Handcrafted	Jewelry

Be sure to visit 

   “Art To Wear”
305 S. Main St., Galena, IL.
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Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Be sure to visit

   “Art To Wear”   “Art To Wear”   “Art To Wear”

Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Be sure to visitBe sure to visit

   “Art To Wear”   “Art To Wear”
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Hand Carved Wood Spoons,
Handcrafted Kitchen Boards,

Hand Turned Wood Bowls,
Home & Kitchen Decor,

Charcuterie & Cheese Board Accompaniments,
& so much more

VISIT THE STORE
201 Hill Street (Hill & Main)

Galena, Illinois 61036
Live Spoon Carving Demonstrations

TAKE A CLASS
The Spoon Carver Cottage

306 S. Prospect Street
Galena, Illinois 61036

A Galena Country Original Experience
Register Online

ORDER ONLINE
www.galenaspoonco.com
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We Make Dreams Come True
in Jo Daviess County

To get started, apply online at our website:
http://www.appleriverstatebank.com/loanapp.htm 

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions... Meeting Local Needs

Galena, IL – First Community Bank – 101 Exchange St.  (815) 777-6300

Apple River State Bank locations: Apple River, IL • Scales Mound, IL
Warren, IL • Elizabeth, IL • Hanover, IL • Hazel Green, WI

AppleRiverStateBank.com

From application to loan closing, we’ll help you every
step of the way to make the borrowing process as simple
as can be.

Apple River State Bank and First Community Bank of
Galena offer a wide array of real estate financing
options—whether you are buying, building or
refinancing your home. We can also provide financing
for that special home project.

Doug Laity
NMLS #1116301

Marcy Doyle
NMLS #1438351

Valerie Stocks
NMLS #627373

Ben Wooden
NMLS #888993
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Visit any of our 35 convenient ATMs
throughout Jo Daviess County and
southwest Wisconsin.

With the largest deposit base of any bank in
Jo Daviess County, Apple River State Bank is
proud to provide convenience banking options
for area residents and guests.
  1. Apple River State Bank, 103 N. Main Street
  2. Apple River, Apple Canyon Lake Golf Course,
      14A200 E Apple Canyon Lake Road
  3. Apple River, Stagecoach Trail Event Center,
      446 E Hickory Street
  4. Apple River, StockHolder’s Saloon,
      104 W Railroad Street
  5. Apple River, Thriving Thistle Market, 
      300 W. Hickory Street
  6. Elizabeth, Apple River State Bank,
      112 N. Main Street
  7. Elizabeth, The Little Keg,
      103 Diagonal St and Hwy 20
  8. Galena, Country Inn and Suites,
      11334 Oldenburg Ln.

Member FDIC

  9. Galena, Desoto House Hotel, 230 S. Main Street

10. Galena, Dillon's Pizza, 701 Franklin Street
11. Galena, Elks Club, 123 N. Main Street

12. Galena, Fast Shop, 9227 Highway 20 West

13. Galena, First Community Bank of Galena,
      101 Exchange Street (Highway 20 and Franklin)

14. Galena, Galena Brewing Company,
      227 N. Main Street

15. Galena, Galena Golf Club, 11557 US 20 W

16. Galena, Ramada Inn, 11383 US 20 West

17. Galena, Tammy’s Piggly Wiggly,
      997 Galena Square Drive

18. The Galena Territory Association,
      2000 Territory Dr.

19. The Galena Territory, Eagle Ridge General Store,
      425 Eagle Ridge Drive

20. The Galena Territory, Eagle Ridge North
      Golf Course, 400 Eagle Ridge Drive

21. The Galena Territory, Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa,
      444 Eagle Ridge Drive

22. The Galena Territory, Highlands Restaurant &
      Lounge 289, 444 Eagle Ridge Drive
23. The Galena Territory, Shenandoah Riding Center,
      200 N. Brodrecht Rd.

24. Gratiot, WI, Mortar Tavern, 5875 Main Street
25. Hanover, Apple River State Bank, 215 Jefferson
26. Hanover, River Ridge High School,
      4141 Hwy. 84
27. Hazel Green, WI, Apple River State Bank,
      3525 N. Percival St.
28. Kieler, WI, Birchwood Golf Course,
      3976 Eagle Point Rd.
29. Menominee, JM’s Tap, 7625 Menominee Road
30. Scales Mound, Apple River State Bank, 
      510 N. Main Street
31. Stockton Travel Center, 601 E. North Ave, #2
32. Warren, Apple River State Bank,
      135 E. Main Street
33. Warren, Pecatonica Beer Company Taphouse, 
      136 Main Street
34. Warren, 7989 Route 78 South (Tisdell Avenue)
35. Warren, Warren High School, 311 S. Water Street Fi
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Traversing 
downtown

ON FOOT

Traversing 
downtown

ON FOOT
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This tour is a perfect combination of 
past and present. Stroll Main Street as 
you shop and dine and learn about our 

Main Street buildings and their purposes.
Tour length: 30 minutes
Tour tips: This tour can be enjoyed from 

either side of Main Street.

Flat Iron/Diagonal Building
222 N Main St.
1856. The original building housed Bradley/
Taylor House hotels and was three stories until 
it was destroyed by fire in 1876. The new Itali-
anate structure is only two floors and has housed 
many different businesses from the People’s Bank 
(original safe still there) to a Justice of the Peace.

J.A. Meusel Cigar Factory:
208-210 N Main St.

This building was home to the Standard Ci-
gar Factory, one of the many cigar manufacturers 
in Galena. Tobacco was a cash crop for some 
county farmers, particularly in the Stockton area. 

Perry Street: 1888. The stone laid on this street 
was laid down originally as a deterrent to ero-
sion, not a paving stone. However, maintaining 
control of horses and wagons on steep hills was 
a constant concern in the early days of Galena.

Old Stockade: 208 Perry St. 
1832. Originally home to trader Amos Farrar, 
during the Black Hawk War this homestead was 
transformed into a refuge for women and chil-
dren. It never had to be used. The home has been 
remodeled since its days as a stockade and now 
welcomes visitors on Saturdays from 1 to 4 pm.

Hempstead Store: 100 N Main St.
1846. The second floor of this building was 
home to the law office of John A. Rawlins, one 
of Galena’s nine Civil War generals. He later 
served as Grant’s chief of staff.

Newhall Drug Store: 101-103 S Main St.
1843. The Newhall Drug Store was built in 
1843 by Galena’s foremost physician and phar-
macist, Horatio Newhall, a Yale graduate, who 
also published Galena’s first newspaper, the 
“Miners Journal.” His most notable work was 
treating cholera victims in the 1832 and 1848 
outbreaks. The observations that he made about 
the disease and its spread were considered some 
of the best of that period.

Barrows and Coatsworth Stores: 
120-126 S Main St.
1856. This section of buildings housed the 
leather goods shop of Jesse Grant (U.S. Grant’s 
father). Located at 120 S Main St., you can shop 
in the same store where U.S. Grant worked from 
1860 to 1861. 

Schmohl Building: 201 S Main St.
1886. Lena Schmohl’s millinery store in the 
1850s. In 1886, after her husband died, Lena 
built and installed Galena’s first hydraulic eleva-
tor. She was a highly-respected business leader 
long before most women had the opportunity.

DeSoto House Hotel: 230 S Main St.
1855. Named after the discoverer of the Missis-
sippi River, the DeSoto House Hotel opened in 

1855 at Galena’s economic peak. The hotel was 
billed as the “Largest Hotel in the West,” and 
was built to service the many people arriving 
in Galena. Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. 
Douglas spoke on the hotel’s balcony on separate 
occasions. The hotel also served as the venue of 
Ulysses S. Grant’s reception ball and celebration 
after his homecoming from the Civil War. His 
presidential campaign headquarters were also 
housed in the DeSoto in rooms 209 and 211. 
The historic DeSoto House Hotel now offers 55 
guest rooms with private baths, three dining ar-
eas, a ballroom, conference and banquet rooms, 
specialty shops and a private parking garage.

Davis Block: 304-310 S. Main St.
1846. This was the very first all-brick block 
in Galena. Consisting of five stores, the block 
housed a jewelry store owned by Civil War gen-
eral John E. Smith, and office to controversial 
lawyer M.Y. Johnson. 

Flood Gates
1951. In 1828, Galena had its first recorded 
flood. The water was high enough to have 
steamboats travel in the city streets of Galena. 
Many more floods followed, and as a result, in 
1951, the floodgates were added to connect to 
the river levee system. 

U.S. Customs House/current downtown Post Office: 
Corner of Green and Commerce streets | 1858. 
The U.S. Post Office and Customs House is still the second oldest 
continuously owned and operated post office in the United States. 
The Renaissance Revival style used by architect Ammi B. Young was 
the first standardized style to be used throughout the country by the 

U.S. government. The superintendent of construction was engineer 
Ely S. Parker, a Native American with the Seneca nation who was 
raised on a reservation in western New York State. The post office sits 
at the corner of Green and Commerce streets in Galena. Parker would 
go on to become a brigadier general in 1867 and then be appointed 
U.S. commissioner of Indian affairs in 1869 by President Grant. 

WALKING 
TOURS

Hit the bricks on these
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This tour is perfect for seeing some of Galena’s 
most historic and iconic buildings and churches. 
You will see interesting architecture and breath-
taking views of the city.

Tour Length: 45 minutes

Tour tips: This tour will involve climbing a 
large set of steps from Bench to Prospect Street.

Courthouse: 330 N Bench St.
1839. The construction of the Jo Daviess County 
Courthouse began in 1839 and took five years 
to complete due to shortages of materials, labor 
and finances.

St. Rose Academy: 228 N Bench St.
1859. Designed and built by Father Samuel 
Mazzuchelli, the St. Rose Academy was an all 
girls Catholic school also known as “the Acad-
emy.” From 1868 to 1875, the building was 
used by the German Lutheran Church as a part 
of Wartburg College.

Union Baptist: 212 N Bench St.
1854. When this church was first built, it 
struggled to prosper. In the early 1900s a con-
crete block porch was added, hiding the original 
front of the building. Today it is the home to 
both the Odd Fellows and Masons. 

First Presbyterian Church: 106 N Bench St.
1838. The architectural style of this church 
comes from the East Coast, specifically the New 
England area. The steeple is said to be copied 
from the Old South Church of Boston.

Turner Hall: 105 S Bench St.
1874. Constructed by the local Turner Society, 
Turner Hall was to serve as a public hall for 
lectures, theater, rallies and events. In 1926, the 
hall was gutted by fire but then rebuilt. Many 
famous visitors have been to Turner Hall includ-
ing William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt.

Galena Methodist Church: 125 S Bench St.
1857. The original structure, built in 1832, 
burned in January 1838. The present church 
building was dedicated in 1857. General U.S. 
Grant attended church here with his family. The 
Grant pew is marked with a U.S. flag.

Liberty Engine #1: Bench and Washington
1851. This Italianate structure is the oldest of its 
type in the state of Illinois. It showcases Galena’s 
original 1855 fire engine which was pulled by 
horses and pumped by hand.

Daniel A. Barrows Home: 211 S Bench St.
1858. Designed by architect William Dennison, 
who also designed U.S. Grant’s home, this resi-
dence was home to Daniel A. Barrows and his 

family. Barrows was a prominent businessman, 
owning a confectionery store, distillery and 
lumber yard. Barrows was also a Republican and 
Lincoln supporter, which led to his front window 
being smashed by rocks during a Democratic 
rally on Bench Street in 1864. In 1938, the city 
purchased the building and used the front two 
rooms as city hall until 1967. Today, the building 
houses the Galena-Jo Daviess County Historical 
Society & U.S. Grant Museum.

St. Michael Catholic Church: 227 N Bench St.
1856. The current church was built after the pre-
vious building burned down. The building was 
designed and the parish was established by Father 
Samuel Mazzuchelli. St. Michael’s Parish was 
made up largely of Irish working-class families.

Old Train 
Depot: 101 
Bouthillier St.
1857. Old 
Illinois Central 
Railroad 
Depot built 
in 1857, 
now the 
home of the 
administrative 
offices for 
the Greater 
Galena 
Marketing 
Initiative, Inc.

WALKING TOURS
Go for a stroll with these

This historic photo of Turner Hall gives one an idea of what 
Bench Street looked like more than 100 years ago. 
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Dr. Horatio Newhall House/ Miller & Steinke 
Funeral Home: 235 S Bench St.
1848. This building served as the home of Ga-
lena’s foremost physician, Dr. Horatio Newhall. 
Its use as a funeral home goes back over 80 years.

Old High School Steps: 106 N Bench St.
This stairway, originally wooden, has been in 
this location since the 1850s. In addition to 
hilltop residents, these stairs serviced hundreds 
of students who attended the Old Galena High 
School, which overlooks Galena on the top of 
the hill. 

Old Galena High School: 411 S Prospect St.,
1905. This massive structure dominates Galena’s 
skyline. Built after the previous school burned, 
the new building features a square tower with 
four circular openings, each nearly seven feet 
in diameter. In 1980, the school was sold and 
converted to condominiums.

Asa Haile House: 209-211 S Prospect St. 
1856. This brick home was built by Asa Haile, 
a prominent bricklayer and building contrac-
tor. It was Haile who laid the brick for the five 
floors of the DeSoto House Hotel in 1854. It 
was also Haile who removed the top two floors 
of the hotel in 1880.

Felt House: 125 S Prospect St.
1850. This house was originally built in the 
1850s for dry goods merchant Lucius Felt. 
What you see today, however, is a “new” version, 
as the house went under major remodeling in 
1874. The “new” house was done in the Second 
Empire style and sports a large dance hall under 
the mansard roof. The double stairway cost 
thousands of dollars and was for many years 
known as “Felt’s Folly.”

Grace Episcopal Church: Hill & Prospect
1848. This church was built partly from stone 
quarried at the site. The original 1837 Henry 
Erben organ has been restored, making it the 
oldest organ still in use in Illinois. 

620 S. West St., Galena
(815) 777-9591 

John Martinson, Artist
weststreetsculpturepark.com

Studio 
on Site

PArk 
AlWAyS 
oPen

Quotes from TripAdvisor
“Out-of-the ordinary and fascinating.”
“This is the most unique sculpture park 

we ever have seen.”
“Hidden gem!”

“Took a lot of pictures
and had a great time.”

“Go there and be ready to smile!”
“We stop by every time we are in 
the area just to see what is new.” 

“Wonderful, fanciful and imaginative.”
“A nice surprise and

a welcome change of pace.”

• Outdoor Gallery
• Woods  • Trails
• Free Admission
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Find your way around downtown Galena, surrounded by brick buildings 
designed to last. Can you find where this photo was taken?



86        galenian.com

FYI
Crystal Lake Cave, 
6684 Crystal 
Lake Cave Road, 
Dubuque, Iowa
563-556-6451
crystallakecave.com

by Emma Eaton

Crystal Lake Cave in Dubuque, Iowa, is two million years 
old, and most of its formations are still growing due to 
an astounding 99 percent humidity level in the depths 

of the cave.
James Rice discovered the cave 

in 1868, and Bernard Markus 
opened it to the public in 1932. 
Julie Rubel owned Crystal Lake 
Cave, which has been in her family 
for over 40 years, until her death 
in February 2021. The cave boasts 
a collection of crystals including 
argonite, travertine, satin stalag-
mite, stalactite and calcareous spar. 

Visitors can see these natural wonders on Rubel’s guided tour.
“We’re exceeding expectations,” Rubel said, weeks before 

she died. “What makes these tours unique are the hundreds of 
thousands of stalactites. Formations in this cave are still grow-
ing, 80 percent are still growing, and that’s rare for a cave.”

The heaviest known formation in Crystal Lake Cave is 
called the “Chandelier,” and it weighs about five tons. Two and 
a half miles of the cave are mapped out, and visitors can walk 
three fourths of a mile. The remaining area is unexcavated. 

Time to go
SPELUNKING

Crystal Lake Cave near 
Dubuque, Iowa, offers 
visitors a chance to see 
natural wonders up close
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There’s a small, crystal-clear lake in the 
middle of the cave that can be viewed 
from an opening.

“When I was young, I would go and 
sit on the edge and dangle my feet above 
the water,” Rubel said. “I would pick 
coins out with gloves on.”

Rubel and tour guide Andy Benson 
plan to scoop all existing coins out of the 
lake to better preserve the water and the 
cave, as the nickel in the coins is prevent-
ing stalagmite growth, Rubel said. In 
addition to cleaning the already almost 
pristine lake, Rubel has been working on 
several new attractions for the site. 

Kronk Disc Golf, based in East 
Dubuque, helped Rubel build a nine-hole 
disc golf course above the cave. There 
are also Wild Cave Tours, which require 
adventurers to spelunk or cave explore on 
their stomachs, hands and knees through 
otherwise inaccessible areas. Crystal Lake 
Cave offers two-hour and five-hour Wild 
Cave Tours that Benson leads. The most 
daring of cave dwellers can choose to stay 
overnight in the cave’s flat room. Boy 
Scout and Girl Scout groups have the 
option of camping outside the cave. Some 

couples even decide to get married in the 
old miners’ chapel in the cave’s center, 
and Rubel is an ordained minister.

In 2012, Rubel took over owner-
ship from her parents. In 1978, Rubel’s 
father read a news article about Bernard 
Markus’ granddaughter selling Crystal 
Lake Cave. He asked Rubel’s mother if 
they should purchase it, and she obliged. 
Rubel’s grandfather lent his son 20 cattle 
for collateral.

“Banks were more trusting in the 70s. 
I mean, cows as collateral,” Rubel said.

Rubel said she is the next genera-
tion of her parents’ determined spirit. 
They put a lot of blood, sweat and tears 
into the place, she said, so she wanted to 
honor them with a historical information 
section. 

The historical section will include 
original artifacts from the cave’s min-
ers, as well as displays about the natural 
formations. Rubel said she prides herself 
in keeping the integrity of the cave.

“People don’t want commercialized 
caves,” Rubel said. “I keep it as close to 
nature as possible. I am a passerby of this 
cave, and I want to protect it.”

‘People don’t want 
commercialized caves. 
I keep it as close to 
nature as possible. I am 
a passerby of this cave, 
and I want to protect it.’

Julie Rubel, who owned Crystal Lake 
Cave until her death in February 2021
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American Old Fashioned
Ice creAm PArlOr

look for the black & white awning

102 North main Street, Galena, Il
815-402-2002

Delighting patrons since 1970 with premium ice cream. 
Open seasonally April through October.

The Dowling House

Built in 1826 by John Dowling, entrepreneur. 
Open for tours daily April through October.

220 Diagonal St, Galena, IL 61036
Phone:  815. 777.1250
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by Hillary Dickerson

Sitting on the couch of the Presidential Suite, the larg-
est suite of the newly opened Ulysses Suites in the J.G. 
Schmohl building off Bench Street, Joan Raymond can’t 

help but feel a sense of accomplishment. She’s surrounded by 
beauty and hundreds of small details that set this space apart. 

It’s been a long, sometimes daunting, journey to get to this 
point, but the end results of the extensive renovation to the his-
toric 1859 building speak for themselves. There are seven suites 
in all–three two-bedroom, two bath; two one-bedroom, one 
bath; and two studios–that Raymond and her husband, Doug, 
began renting out at the end of July 2020. 

The Raymonds, who lived in Boulder, Colo., and had a 
vacation home on Park Avenue, looked at properties from time 
to time when they’re in the area. Such was the case in the spring 
of 2017, when Joan Raymond, who grew up in Hazel Green, 
Wis., followed her real estate agent, Shelly McCoy, whose shop, 
Isabella’s, has a Main Street storefront in the building, through 
the Schmohl. 

“It just made me sad,” recalled Raymond of the years of 
neglect mixed with the important history. Raymond became the 
self-described “crazy lady who said let’s do it.”

For Raymond, there are many fond childhood memories of 
Galena. Her grandparents lived on a farm on Heller Lane just 
outside town. She remembers staying the summer with them 
and driving into town with her grandpa to visit the Ben Franklin 
store on Main Street.

 She’d accompany her grandma to bingo at the church. Re-
storing this Main Street building was a way for her to maintain 
that connection to her past. 

The Raymonds purchased the building in April 2017 and 
then spent six months clearing it out. The upper floors of the 
building had long ago become apartments, which were by 2017 
condemned. 

The Schmohl building was built in 1859. Until the late 
1800s, it served as storefronts on Main Street and offices in the 
upper levels. John Schmohl, who was once mayor of Galena, 
bought the building in the late 1800s and opened his dry goods 
store on Main Street. Upstairs became the 40-room Hotel Grant, 
which operated until 1933. 

During demolition, Raymond said, the crew found the busi-
ness card of the hotel manager in one of the walls. After the hotel 
closed, the upper levels were converted to seven apartments, most 
likely in the 1940s. Another treasure from years past, Raymond 
said, is a tobacco tin, in perfect condition, discovered as the 
building was cleared. The date was July 12, 1940. 

Community members have been encouraging throughout, 
Raymond said. She’s met several women who have recalled that 
the Schmohl building was their first apartment after marrying. 
And other people have closely followed the process, asking how 
work is coming along as they pass by. Local spoon carver Paul 
Pendola salvaged some wood from the building during demoli-

Suites fit for a
PRESIDENT

Suite No. 302 includes a great view of Main Street. 

The restored Schmohl building from Main Street.
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Artists & Artisans-4183_1

facebook.com/137NMainLearn 
more at

40+Artists
Artists & Artisans features high quality works 

created by local and regional artists and 
craftspeople. In our gallery, housed in 
the historic “Bishop’s Busy Big Store” 
building, you will find inspiring work in 

a range of prices, displayed within a 
fine arts setting. The adjacent creative 

space offers a variety of art and craft classes.

Artists & Artisans features high quality works Artists & Artisans features high quality works 
created by local and regional artists and 
craftspeople. In our gallery, housed in 
the historic “Bishop’s Busy Big Store” 
building, you will find inspiring work in 

space offers a variety of art and craft classes.space offers a variety of art and craft classes.

facebook.com/137NMain

LinMar Gardens-4454_1
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Check our schedule and book your experience:
galenagoatyoga.com

7306 U.S. Highway 20, Galena, IL 61036
563-663-6945

A bucket list experience!

Relax, unwind 
and enjoy 45 
minutes of yoga 
followed by 
45 minutes of 
goat playtime. 
Let these funny 
little creatures fill your heart with 
happiness and laughter! No yoga 
experience necessary.

ASK ABOUT PRIVATE EVENTS
Birthday Parties
Bachelorette Parties
Team Building

Girls Getaways
Family Reunions
Corporate Events

Joan Raymond, above, inside the Presidential Suite on the third 
floor of the J.G. Schmohl building in downtown Galena. At left, a 
one-bedroom suite has the original 1895 skylight still in place.

tion and transformed it into some beautiful 
candle holders that Raymond has on display. 

When the pandemic hit, it became more 
and more difficult to get in shipments of items 
she needed to open. Finally, by the end of 
July, Raymond was ready to welcome the first 
guests. 

Raymond is proud of all the details the 
new space includes. The lobby off Bench 
Street offers a sense of community that 
Raymond insisted on incorporating into the 
space. One of the units has the original 1895 
skylight, which was installed in the build-
ing when the facade was added to the front 

of the building. And all of the suites feature 
artwork by local artists and antique pieces that 
Raymond acquired in the area. 

Raymond has a knack for putting all the 
pieces together. She maintained the history 
while freshening it up so the Ulysses Suites 
will be a place people will want to stay. 

Visit ulyssessuites.com to learn more. 

FYI
Ulysses Suites, 214 S. Bench St., Galena.
ulyssessuites.com | 815-777-9550
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Dubuque, Iowa
(16 miles NW) population 

58,000, Dubuque is Iowa’s oldest city 
and is among the oldest settlements 
west of the Mississippi River. The 
first permanent settler to the area 
was French-Canadian fur trader 
Julien Dubuque in 1785. Today it is 
known for its casinos, the Mississippi 
Riverwalk and the National 
Mississippi River Museum and 
Aquarium. Eagle Point Park provides 
a panoramic view of Lock and Dam 
11 and the Mississippi River valley. 
traveldubuque.com

OUR NEIGHBORS
Star Brewery building from the river walk in Dubuque, Iowa. 
Inset: Eagle Point Park offers amazing views of the Mississippi River.

PLATTEVILLE, WIsconsIn
(25 miles N) population 11,244, surrounded by rolling 
topography, the area around Platteville hosts some of 
the most breathtaking sights in the state. Besides being 
home to a University of Wisconsin campus, Platteville also 
offers recreational opportunities like fly fishing the Platte 
and Grant rivers. On the side of Platte Mound stands a 
large letter “M” that symbolizes the university’s mining 
history. platteville.com

Put on some comfortable shoes to climb the stairs 
at the Platteville Mound, home to the world’s 
largest M. 
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I O W A ’ S  P R E M I E R  Z I P L I N E  C A N O P Y  T O U R

563.484.4248
RESERvATIONS REqUIREd

SkyToursZipline.com

11764 john f. kennedy road
dubuque, iowa

See Iowa 
In a whole 
new flIghT

I O W A ’ S  P R E M I E R  Z I P L I N E  C A N O P Y  T O U R

563.484.4248
RESERvATIONSvATIONSv REqUIREd

SkyToursZipline.comSkyToursZipline.comSkyToursZipline.com

11764 john f. kennedy road11764 john f. kennedy road
dubuque, iowa

See Iowa 
In a whole 
new flIghT

2 1  M I L E S  N O R T H W E S T  O F  G A L E N A

S
ky

 T
o

ur
s-

41
87

_1

Pioneer Village & Quilt Museum
KalonaIowa.org  •  319.656.3232       

Discover the Beauty

A Great Getaway for A Day
A Unique Cultural Experience

ByWays Tours • 319.656.2660
KalonaChamber.com

Kalona-4222_1

3800 Arboretum Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001   •   563.556.2100

www. dubuquearboretum. net

O�ering a variety of enchanting outdoor wedding venues 

and great accommodations, the Dubuque Arboretum and 

Botanical Gardens is the perfect place for your special day! 

Contact us now to learn more and check availability!

Celebrating 41 Years!
Dubuque Arboretum-4505_1
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www.prairieduchien.org

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN AREA
CHAMBER & TOURISM COUNCIL

Prairie
Chien

Wisconsin
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Sinnipee Valley-4508_1Shullsburg 4th of July-4512_1

cUBA cITY, WIsconsIn
(22 miles N) is known as the City of Presi-

dents. Drive through this community of 2,012 
and you can’t help but see shields lining its 
Main Street honoring each of our presidents. 
Also lining the Main Street are a number of lo-
cal businesses. The first name of the commu-
nity was Yuba, but was later changed to Cuba 
and then Cuba City. cubacity.org

HAZEL GREEn, WIsconsIn
(13 miles N) population 1,200, was the 

first permanent settlement in Wisconsin in 
1825 and is part of the region’s mining heri-
tage. In 1831, Lucias Lyon began surveying 
two miles south of Hazel Green. This “Point of 
Beginning” is the basis for all descriptions on 
all property deeds in Wisconsin. This “Point of 
Beginning” is featured on a historical marker 
just south of the community. villageofhazel-
green.org

nEW DIGGInGs, WIsconsIn
(12 miles N) provides a look back at an-

other day and age. St. Augustine Church was 
founded by Father Samuel Mazzuchelli in 
1835 and built in 1844. He opened a school 
which was staffed by the Sinsinawa Dominican 
Sisters. The church has been restored by the lo-
cal Knights of Columbus.

PRAIRIE DU cHIEn, WIsconsIn
(77 miles NW) population 5,911, is lo-

cated along the Mississippi River, and has a 
wide array of natural beauty, a history dating 
back many centuries, events all year around, 
and businesses, shops and attractions. Referred 
to as Wisconsin’s second-oldest city, Prairie du 
Chien was established by French voyageurs in 
the late 17th century. prairieduchien.org

Cuba City, Wis., is known as 
“The City of Presidents.”
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• Shops  • Eateries  • Events
• Lead Mine Tours
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Vintage Charm
 in a Historic 1800s Mining Town

WISCONSIN

ILLINOISIOWA


Shullsburg

Dubuque
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Nestled in the Southwest corner of Wisconsin is the city of 
Shullsburg, the state’s third oldest city after Green Bay 
and Prairie du Chien. Founded in 1827 by a fur trader by 
the name of Jesse Shull who came to find mining more 
lucrative than buying furs, the town came to life 

207 W. Water St.
Shullsburg, WI 53586

(608) 778-5935
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134 W. Water Street • Shullsburg, WI
(608) 965-3700

Hours:  Mon-Fri  10 am-5 pm;  
Sat & Sun  9 am-5 pm      

210 W. Water St. , Shullsburg, WI   608-965-3855   
Order Online at:  www.ShullsburgCheeseStore.com

Your Fine Wisconsin Cheese and  
Unique Gift Shop Destination!
Shullsburg Creamery, Now a Division of Prairie Farms!

 

 

 Cheese Store & Gift Shop

• Home décor, seasonal and vintage items
• Ice cream counter with hot and cold coffee drinks, 

other drinks and Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream
236 W Water Street, Shullsburg, Wisconsin

(608) 965-8585

Copeland Guest House
123 E. Water St., Shullsburg, WI 53586

Copelandguesthouse.com • FB: CopelandGuestHouse
Phone: 636-248-2393

Copeland Guest House is a family-owned and 
operated Guest House, located in the heart of 

Shullsburg, walking distance to restaurants, shopping 
and an amazing park. This home is ideal for a get-

together with family or friends—4 bedrooms, 4 baths 
with all the amenities of home and large outdoor 

gathering areas to enjoy social time.

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Eat Local , 
Shop Local, 

Bank Local 
Local 

 
Member FDIC 

Artwork courtesy of Paul Chase

once he married and established his first home, creating 
a destination for migrating miners in search of a good 

living mining the precious lead and zinc ore the area 
hid beneath its ground. Today, Shullsburg is on the 

National Register of Historic Places.
2021 Badger Park

Shullsburg, Wisconsin

Great Live Music! I All Concerts 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Free of Charge! I Nightly Drawings I Bring Your Lawn Chair!

Local Food & Beverage Available at Each Event!
www.ShullsburgMusicInThePark.com

Thursdays: July 8, July 15, July 22, 
July 29 and Aug. 5

STUDIOLIVIA
p h o t o g r a p h y

246 W. Water St.
Shullsburg

(608) 965-8505
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Nestled in the Southwest corner of Wisconsin is the city of 
Shullsburg, the state’s third oldest city after Green Bay 
and Prairie du Chien. Founded in 1827 by a fur trader by 
the name of Jesse Shull who came to find mining more 
lucrative than buying furs, the town came to life 

207 W. Water St.
Shullsburg, WI 53586

(608) 778-5935

134 W. Water Street • Shullsburg, WI
(608) 965-3700

Hours:  Mon-Fri  10 am-5 pm;  
Sat & Sun  9 am-5 pm      

210 W. Water St. , Shullsburg, WI   608-965-3855   
Order Online at:  www.ShullsburgCheeseStore.com

Your Fine Wisconsin Cheese and  
Unique Gift Shop Destination!
Shullsburg Creamery, Now a Division of Prairie Farms!

 

 

 Cheese Store & Gift Shop

• Home décor, seasonal and vintage items
• Ice cream counter with hot and cold coffee drinks, 

other drinks and Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream
236 W Water Street, Shullsburg, Wisconsin

(608) 965-8585

Copeland Guest House
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operated Guest House, located in the heart of 

Shullsburg, walking distance to restaurants, shopping 
and an amazing park. This home is ideal for a get-

together with family or friends—4 bedrooms, 4 baths 
with all the amenities of home and large outdoor 

gathering areas to enjoy social time.
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once he married and established his first home, creating 
a destination for migrating miners in search of a good 

living mining the precious lead and zinc ore the area 
hid beneath its ground. Today, Shullsburg is on the 

National Register of Historic Places.
2021 Badger Park

Shullsburg, Wisconsin

Great Live Music! I All Concerts 6:30-8:30 p.m.
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SHULLSBURG, WiSconSin
(19 miles NE) population 1,200, home of 

Shullsburg Creamery, is the third-oldest com-
munity in Wisconsin with roots in the min-
ing and trapping industries. The last mines 
were closed in the 1970s, but the Badger Mine 
& Museum keeps the history alive. A visit to 
Gravity Hill is a must. Today, Shullsburg fea-
tures a restored downtown on the National 
Register. experienceshullsburg.com

SinSinAWA, WiSconSin
(12 miles NW) Sinsinawa is an unincorpo-

rated community one mile north of the border 
with Illinois, just north of Menominee. The 
town is known for being the mother house of 
the Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters, founded by 
Father Samuel Mazzuchelli. Sinsinawa Mound 
hosts numerous events throughout the year and 
runs a bookstore and art gallery which is open 
to the public. sinsinawa.org

HAnoVER, iLLinoiS
(18 miles S) is home to Wapello Land & 

Water Reserve, a park boasting premiere prairie 
restoration. The Apple River runs through the 
center of Hanover and plays an important role 
in the economic history of the town. Hanover 
is the Mallard Duck Capital of the World, be-
ing home to Whistling Wings duck hatchery. 
In September they celebrate Mallardfest, a 
weekend of events including a parade, food, 
music, a duck-calling contest and fireworks. 
Hanover is also home to two award-winning 
vineyards, Rocky Waters Vineyard & Winery 
and Fergedaboudit Vineyard & Winery.

THE GALEnA TERRiToRY, GALEnA
(9 miles E) was founded in 1973 by the 

Branigar Organization. The Galena Territory, 
which encompasses 6,800 acres, is home to Ea-
gle Ridge Resort & Spa and numerous outdoor 
activities including Shenandoah Riding Center 
and Lake Galena. thegalenaterritory.com

WARREn, iLLinoiS
(27 miles NE) population 1,600, grew with 

the arrival of the Illinois Central Railroad. Al-
exander Burnett and Freeman Tisdel founded 
Warren in 1853 and named it after Captain 
Burnett’s first son. Pumpkin Festival is the last 
full weekend of September. Visit the commu-
nity’s historic downtown. villageofwarren.com

Fourth of July celebration in Shullsburg, Wis.
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Cuba City-4383_1

Visit Cuba City and its 
Award-Winning Main 

Street and Businesses!
Weber Meats, Gile Cheese, 

Nick’s Cafe, Antique Avenue and 
the new Presidential Plaza with its 

huge 3D interactive mural!
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Over 35 local dealers offering: Antiques, Vintage, Primitives, Folk Art, Breweriana, Furniture, 
Jewelry, Hand-Crafted & Up-Cycled Items, Glassware, Collectibles and so much more!

NOW FEATURING SKY PARLOR PRIMITIVES & FARMHOUSE DECOR

117 S. Main St., Cuba City, WI (only 13 miles north of Galena)
Open 10-5 Daily • (608) 778-2263 • www.junquestopshere.com

facebook.com/junquestopshere • junquestopshere@outlook.com

Character
  &  Charm
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Over  100 Years of Fine Quality Meats!
Visit Our retail stOre

 725 N. Jackson St. Cuba City, WI. (14 miles North of Galena/19 miles
Northeast of Dubuque)

(608) 744-2159 • Monday thru Friday: 7 AM-5:30 PM • Saturday: 7 AM-3 PM

Nestled between Galena and 
Stockton, the drive to charming 
Elizabeth is a beautiful scenic tour 

and makes a perfect stop for the beginning, 
middle or end of your trip. The village of 
Elizabeth has something for everyone. 

In the early 1800s, white settlers were 
drawn to the area as the lead-mining rush be-
gan. They began a settlement, which resulted 
in the Black Hawk War of 1832. Native Sac 
and Fox warriors attacked the Apple River 
Fort, the battle lasted for about an hour. 

Legend states that three women, all 
named Elizabeth, stood shoulder-to-shoul-
der with their husbands, assisting in success-
fully defending the fort. It was in their honor 
that the settlement was renamed Elizabeth.

History buffs and seekers of knowledge 
will delight in the Apple River Fort State 
Historic Site, a replica frontier fort modeled 
after its predecessor which was constructed 
quickly during the Black Hawk War. 

There’s also the Chicago Great Western 
Railway Depot Museum, which sources an 
extensive library and knowledgeable exhibits 
in a former Chicago Great Western Railway 
station. Brush up on Elizabeth’s history by 

ELIZABETH

visiting the Elizabeth History Museum, and 
explore the 1876 Banwarth House, filled with 
period furnishings. Antique collectors will find 
a haven of treasures as they explore northwest-
ern Illinois’ largest antique mall, the Elizabeth 
Grand Antique Co. Set in an old school build-
ing, each room is full of special finds and gems. 

While you have shopping on the mind, 
head to downtown Elizabeth, where you will 
find stores featuring clothing, art and gourmet 
cupcakes!

In non-pandemic times, watch as the U.S. 
Army Golden Knights parachute jump from 
helicopters during the second annual Freedom 
Fest in July. Or, spend a full day taking in all the 
fun at the annual Elizabeth Community Fair.

The Golden Knights drop from the sky during Freedom Fest, above, 
and interpreters tell the story of the Apple River Fort, at left.
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Shopping • Restaurants • Fishing
Boating • 9-Hole Golf • Disc Golf

Parks • Bike/Walking Trails • Heritage 
Days/Unwrap the Magic of Christmas

Bellevueia.com

BellevueTHE GEM OF 
EASTERN IOWA

Meaning “beautiful view,” Bellevue is home to spectacular views of 
the Mississippi River from the towering bluffs of Bellevue State Park. 
Located along the Great River Road, Bellevue offers opportunities to 
relax with nature, enjoy unique shopping and dining options and 

participate in a variety of festivities throughout the year.

Dyersville Chamber-4511_1

Stockton is the youngest community in Jo 
Daviess County and was established as a 
result of the increased railroad traffic to 

the area. Established after the Minnesota North-
western Railway, which later became the Chicago 
Great Western Railway, built a station in Stockton 
Township in 1886, Stockton’s industry grew with 
the newly added transportation. In 1914, the 
Kraft brothers opened their first cheese plant in 
Stockton. 

Stockton showcases panoramic views of the 
landscape. Much of Jo Daviess County is part of 
the Driftless region, meaning the glaciers did not 
come through this area, flattening the hills. When 

the glaciers came to Stockton, they halted. 
Spend a day at the Memorial Park, where you 

can hit up three playgrounds and a pool all in one, 
or Kidstown, a wooden playground. Stop by Valley 
of Eden for rolling hills brimming with a wide vari-
ety of birds. Head downtown to enjoy some shop-
ping, local history and mural paintings. 

Looking to play a round of golf? Check out 
Woodbine Bend.

July offers tons of fun for the whole family with 
musical performances at Willow Folk Festival and 
regional fine art, food and live jazz music at the NW 
IL Art and Jazz Fest.
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Dodgeville | Fennimore | Lancaster | Platteville | Prairie du Chien

W��king t�gether to pr�mote the c�mmunities
of �eauti�ul S�uthwest Wisc�nsin

1-800-732-1673  •  www.prairieduchien.org  •  Follow us on        Southest Wisconsin Chamber Alliance
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Dubuque, Ia
rivermuseum.comDubuque, Ia

rivermuseum.com

Explore the Currents of

the Mississippi River
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SAVAnnA, iLLinoiS
(32 miles S) population 3,000, is known 

for the Army Depot, established in 1918. The 
depot was used for munitions-related pur-
poses, including manufacturing, testing and 
storing. The site’s military use was gradually 
phased out and the depot closed in 2000. It 
is now the Lost Mound Unit of the Upper 
Mississippi River Wildlife Refuge. Visit Pali-
sades State Park and the Great Mississippi 
River Bike Trail. savanna-il.gov

APPLE cAnYon LAKE, iLLinoiS
(18 miles E) was developed in 1969. The 

dam, which created the lake, was constructed 
in 1975. Activities include water sports, camp-
ing and golfing. applecanyonlake.org

APPLE RiVER, iLLinoiS
(21 miles NE) population 366, Apple 

River grew along with the Illinois Central 
Railroad in 1854. The town was known as a 
farming community and a shipping mecca for 
minerals.

ScALES MoUnD, iLLinoiS
(12 miles NE) population 378, Scales 

Mound was founded in 1853. Just west of 
town on Stagecoach Trail is the famous “Jesus 
Saves” rock and Charles Mound, the highest 
point in Illinois. scalesmound.com
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Located on the eastern side of the Mississippi River, opposite 
Dubuque, East Dubuque is a small, picturesque community 
with breathtaking views. The city is connected to Dubuque, 

Iowa, by the Julien Dubuque Bridge, one of the longest-tied arch 
and cantilevered bridges ever built.

East Dubuque’s history is quite an interesting one, featuring 
Hopewell Indians, railroad tycoons, ferryboat kings and even Al 
Capone. Stop at the East Dubuque District Library for artifacts on 
Sop-Ho-Kab, locally known as Indian Kate. She was a full-blooded 
Sauk who escaped the Battle of Bad Axe, a battle between the Sauk 
and Fox tribes and the Illinois militiamen. 

Visitors can also walk in the footsteps of history while visiting 
Gramercy Park. The 10-acre city park is an Illinois Natural Heritage 
Landmark, and is home to 26 ceremonial and burial mounds from 
the Hopewell Native American culture. It has views of the Missis-
sippi River bluffs and Port of Dubuque. Pack a picnic or plan to 
cook out on the charcoal grills. The area also offers walking trails, a 
playground and modern restroom facilities.

Visit the legendary Merry Building on Sinsinawa Avenue, which 
was once a popular stop for travelers who were making the trip 
across the Mississippi, but also served as a stop on the underground 
railroad. Take a stroll through East Dubuque’s downtown, or “The 
Strip.” 

Wing Fest is held each August and car cruises are held every 
Thursday throughout the summer. 

Many of the neighborhood bars and nightclubs located here are 
left from prohibition. During prohibition, many speakeasies, gam-
bling halls and whiskey stills popped up throughout the area, and 
legend has it that Al Capone was involved.

EAST DUBUQUE

Discover East Dubuque’s Gramercy Park, which 
offers stunning views of the Mississippi River. The 
10-acre park features 26 ceremonial and burial 
mounds from the Hopewell Native American culture.

109 N. Main St. Galena, IL 61036 | Tel: 815.776.0043 | Fax: 815.776.0046
info@RusticRiverFinds.com | www.RusticRiverFinds.com

20% o�  your purchase of $50.00 or more
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841 E. North Avenue | Hwy. 20 East
Stockton, Illinois 61085
Phone: 815-947-3173

Let us pleasantly 
surprise you!!

Hours: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
             5 p.m. Fri & Sat
             Closed Tuesdays

Green Street Tavern • Courtyard • Generals’ Restaurants

$5.00 off when you purchase any two breakfast or lunch 
entrees from our Courtyard or Green Street Tavern Menu.

$10.00 off when you purchase any two dinner entrees 
from our Generals’ Menu.

Offer not valid with any other discounts. Some restrictions may apply.
Card must be presented when ordering.

DeSoto House Hotel
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Fact!
You never 
know what 
\ R X µ O O � I L Q G �

Out for a walk or a 
drive, you’ll never 
know what you’ll 

fi nd in Galena 
and Jo Daviess 

County. Reach new 
customers. Call 

815-777-0019 or visit 
GalenaGazette.com.

Out for a walk or a 
drive, you’ll never 
know what you’ll 

fi nd in Galena 
and Jo Daviess 

County. Reach new 
customers. Call 

815-777-0019 or visit 
GalenaGazette.com.

Galena Gazette
The
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Come worship with us.

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

Come worship with us.

635 E. Schapville Rd.
Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272

Worship Sunday 10:00am

Schapville Zion 
Presbyterian Church

635 E. Schapville Rd.  Elizabeth, IL 61028
815-845-2272   Worship Sunday 10am
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Open Hearts • Open Minds • Open Doors!

galenaumc.org

Galena
 United
  Methodist
   Church

Come see where 
General Grant 

Worshiped!
 125 S. Bench St. 

815-777-0192

SUNDAYS
10:30 AM 
WORSHIP

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AVAILABLE
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Sharing God’s all-inclusive grace since 1829.
Join us for worship Sunday mornings 10 a.m. 

year ‘round.

106 N. Bench Street, Galena, IL 61036
(815) 777-0229    www.firstpresgalena.org

First Presbyterian Church
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ALL SEASONS
Galena during

The pandemic 
has suspended or 
postponed several 
of these annual 
celebrations. Keep 
checking back to see 
what’s happening and 
dates and times. 

Spring 

As soon as the weather starts to warm, April 
ushers in family fun. There’s the annual 
Grant’s Birthday weekend celebration, 

hosted by the Galena/Jo Daviess County Historical 
Society. In May, try the Ups & Downs bike ride 
through the countryside. June brings the Elizabeth 
Spring Fling, the Cemetery Walk and Corkless 
wine festival.

Summer

The summer months are typically 
jam-packed with activity, starting 
with the Fourth of July holiday. 

Galena, Hanover and Stockton all host 
community festivals, complete with food, 
fun and fireworks. The Freedom Fest in 
Elizabeth drops excitement from the sky with 
the Golden Knights air show. Turner Hall 
in Galena comes alive with a wide variety 
of performances during the Festival of the 
Performing Arts. And don’t forget the NW 
IL Art Fest in Stockton. In August, turn 
your attention to Garlic Fest and the Market 
House Art Festival. September offers the op-
portunity to honor history with the Heroes 
for History stair run.
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After Santa’s arrival during 
Thanksgiving weekend, 
December ushers in some 

popular annual events. Be sure to 
check out Christmas in Elizabeth. 
In Galena, fireworks light up the 
sky during the holiday Fire in the 
Sky. The Galena ARC hosts a Take 
the Cake auction and Cookie 
Walk, offering a little something 
sweet for everyone. Galena’s Main 
Street storefronts come alive with 
holiday scenes and music during 
Living Windows, and that same 
evening, over 5,000 luminaries line 
the streets, sidewalks and steps of 
the historic community for Night 
of Luminaria. There’s plenty to do 
outdoors between downhill ski-
ing at Chestnut Mountain, snow 
shoeing, cross-country skiing and 
more, weather permitting. 

Winter

Fall

Besides simply going for a drive 
to take in the stunning scenery 
and fall colors, fall offers unique 

events such as the Tour of Historic 
Homes, Oktoberfest, Twenty Dirty 
Hands Pottery Tour and Country 
Fair, all in Galena. There’s Mallardfest 
in Hanover and Warren’s Pumpkin 
Festival. Visit an apple orchard and 
pumpkin patch. Galena’s Main Street 
plays host to the Halloween Parade, 
the last Saturday of the month, and in 
November, there’s Nouveau weekend. 
Santa arrives at the end of the month. 

Experience the rich history of Galena on your smart phone! You can visit Galena virtually 
from your own home as well as take and customize your own self-guided driving and 
walking tours while you’re in town! 

Pre-Arranged Historical Tours and Ghost Legends • Download the App and Explore Galena!
Over 290 locations that include U.S. Grant’s pre-Civil War home, Turner Hall, Market House, Old Stockade, 

Coatsworth Building, DeSoto House Hotel, Washburne House, Blacksmith Shop, Belvedere Mansion, The 
Dowling House, the Old Central School and many more historic houses, churches, and downtown Galena 

buildings.

Download the
app now at:

Over 290 locations that include U.S. Grant’s pre-Civil War home, Turner Hall, Market House, Old Stockade, 
Coatsworth Building, DeSoto House Hotel, Washburne House, Blacksmith Shop, Belvedere Mansion, The 

Dowling House, the Old Central School and many more historic houses, churches, and downtown Galena 
buildings.

Galena’s first
& only tour aPP!
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Arts & Galleries
Artists & Artisans .............................. 89
Galena Center for the Arts ................ 65
Hello Galena! .................................... 39
Outside the Lines .............................. 64
West Street Sculpture Park ................ 85

Entertainment,
Recreation & Tours

All About a Ghost Tour ..................... 23
Apple River Fort ................................ 73
Awake 4 Yoga .................................... 80
Belden School ................................... 39
Belvedere Mansion ............................ 19
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. .................. 5
Dittmar Farms ................................... 77
Dowling House ................................. 87
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.................8-9
Galena Center for the Arts ................ 65
Galena Country Fair ......................... 63
Galena Day Spa ................................. 64
Galena Golf Club .............................. 73
Galena Territory Farmer’s Market ...... 65
Galena Tours App ............................ 103
Galena & U.S. Grant Museum .......... 28
Haunted Galena Tour Company ..12-13
Hoof It Goat Treks ............................ 66
Jo Daviess Conservation Foundation . 23
Lake Galena 5K Kayak Paddle ........... 28
Li’l General Golf Course ................... 65
Linmar Gardens ................................ 89
Long Hollow Canopy Tours ................ 4
Main Street Walking Tours ................ 80
Market House Square Art Festival ..... 39
Massbach Ridge Winery .................... 66
Original Goat Yoga ............................ 89
P.T. Murphy Magic ............................ 35
Scent Workshop ................................ 23
Shenandoah Pro Rodeo ..................... 64
Shenandoah Riding Center ............... 34

Lodging
Avery Guest House ............................ 50

Chestnut Mountain Resort .................. 2
Country Inn & Suites ....................... 50
DeSoto House Hotel ................... 3, 100
Eagle Ridge Resort & Spa.................8-9
Goldmoor ......................................... 48
Grant Hills Motel .............................. 49
LeFevre Inn ....................................... 49
Main Street Inn ............................... 105
Palace Campground .......................... 65
Ulysses Suites .................................... 50

Restaurants & Food
American Old Fashioned Ice Cream Parlor .. 87
Bread & Vine Bakery ........................ 45
Brazen ............................................... 44
Cajun Jack’s ....................................... 43
Chestnut Mountain Resort .................. 2
The Cove ........................................... 43
DeSoto House Hotel ................... 3, 100
Eagle Ridge ......................................8-9
Fried Green Tomatoes ....................... 42
Goldmoor ......................................... 48
Vinny Vanucchi’s ............................. 108

Retail Shops
A Darkness Lovely ........................12-13
Antiques Etcetera. ........................... 100
At Home in Galena ........................... 59
Blaum Bros. Distilling Co. .................. 5
Earth’s Treasures ................................ 80
The Feathered Nest ............................ 62
Galena Kids Toys & Learning Center 29
Galena River Wine & Cheese ............ 64
Galena Spoon .................................... 80
Grateful Gourmet ............................. 34
Gustafson & Grey ............................... 6
Hello Galena! .................................... 39
New Earth Animals ........................... 71
Poopsie’s .......................................... 105
Rustic River ..................................... 100
Scent Workshop ................................ 23
Simply Elegant .................................. 27
Something Special ............................. 25
The Stitching Hour ......................12-13

Wooden Wardrobe ............................ 25

Services
City of Galena ................................... 68
Coldwell Banker Network Realty ...... 28
First Community Bank ..................... 81
The Galena Gazette ................... 50, 100
Keller Williams ................ 34, 62, 73, 77
Midwest Medical Center ................... 67
Tammy’s Piggly Wiggly ..................... 24

Churches
First Presbyterian ............................. 101
Galena United Methodist ................ 101
Grace Episcopal ............................... 101
Schapville Zion Presbyterian............ 101

Iowa
Bellevue Chamber of Commerce ....... 98
Brazen ............................................... 44
Crystal Lake Cave ....................106-107
Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens 91
Dyersville Chamber of Commerce .... 98
Kalona Historical Society .................. 91
National Mississippi River Museum .. 99
Sky Tours Zipline .............................. 91

Wisconsin
The Burg ...............................................94
Copeland Guest House .........................94
Cuba City Chamber of Commerce ........97
Experience Shullsburg ...........................93
Ila Rose .................................................94
Junque Stops Here .................................97
Kingsley Crossing ..................................95
Pahnke Realty........................................94
Platteville Chamber of Commerce .........96
Prairie du Chien Chamber of Commerce 92
Serving Soles Reflexology ......................95
Shullsburg Community Bank ................95
Shullsburg Cheese Store ........................95
Shullsburg Farmers’ Market ...................95
Shullsburg Fourth of July ................92, 95
Simply Jen Massage Therapy .................94
Sinnipee Valley Vineyard & Winery .... 92
Southwest Wisconsin Chamber Alliance .. 99
StudiOlivia Photography .......................95
Water Street Market Cafe ......................94
Weber Meats .........................................97

Index

Find your way to these businesses. In Galena, throughout Jo Daviess 
County, and into Wisconsin and Iowa, these are the restaurants, stores, 
great places to stay and other businesses invested in the success of the 

community.

A springtime view of Galena’s historic 
downtown buildings from across the 
Galena River at Muchow Park.

Will the Galena Center for 
the Arts perform a live 
radio show in 2021? Visit 
galenacenterforthearts.org 
to find out!
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Stay right on Main!
404 S Main St.

Galena, IL
815-777-3454

www.MAINSTINN.com
Poopsie’s-918_2

815-777-1999   •   POOPSIES.cOm

ShOPPIng 
ExPErIEncE!!

A BEyOnd 
thE OrdInAry

402 S. mAIn St., 
gAlEnA

403 S. mAIn St., gAlEnA
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The Midwest’s largest Great American Showcave, Crystal Lake 
Cave is a “natural living” cave that is visited by people from around 
the world. A guided tour takes the visitor through a panorama of 

intricate and beautiful formations that only nature alone could create.

Gift/Rock Shop 
Presents for 
the Curious 
Shopper Located 3 Miles 

South of Dubuque, 
(20 Minutes from 

Galena), on the 
Great River Road 

Highway 52 South
Open May 
Through the 
Last Weekend 
In October

Address For GPS:
6684 Crystal Lake Cave Rd.

Dubuque, Ia. 52003

Ph. 563-556-6451 or
visit www.crystallakecave.com

Nature’s Masterpiece

Gem Mining Sluice

Family Owned 
for 40 Years

COMING IN 2021 TO 
CRYSTAL LAKE CAVE

Julie’s Chains
Above the Caves
New 9-hole disc golf course 

created by KRONK Disc Golf!

Three
no-hook-up 

camping spots!
(camping from
May-October)

Wild
Cave Tour
A two-hour spelunking/

cave exploring tour 
in unexcavated cave 

passages (depending on 
Covid protocols).
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The Midwest’s largest Great American Showcave, Crystal Lake 
Cave is a “natural living” cave that is visited by people from around 
the world. A guided tour takes the visitor through a panorama of 

intricate and beautiful formations that only nature alone could create.

Gift/Rock Shop 
Presents for 
the Curious 
Shopper Located 3 Miles 

South of Dubuque, 
(20 Minutes from 

Galena), on the 
Great River Road 

Highway 52 South
Open May 
Through the 
Last Weekend 
In October

Address For GPS:
6684 Crystal Lake Cave Rd.

Dubuque, Ia. 52003

Ph. 563-556-6451 or
visit www.crystallakecave.com

Nature’s Masterpiece

Gem Mining Sluice

Family Owned 
for 40 Years

COMING IN 2021 TO 
CRYSTAL LAKE CAVE

Julie’s Chains
Above the Caves
New 9-hole disc golf course 

created by KRONK Disc Golf!

Three
no-hook-up 

camping spots!
(camping from
May-October)

Wild
Cave Tour
A two-hour spelunking/

cave exploring tour 
in unexcavated cave 

passages (depending on 
Covid protocols).



180 Main St • Dubuque, IA
Ph: 563.588.9600
www.VinnysDubuque.com

201 S. Main St • Galena, IL
Ph: 815.777.8100

www.VinnysGalena.com

180 Main St • Dubuque, IA
Ph: 563.588.9600
www.VinnysDubuque.com

Private Old World Hospitality Suites. 
Secure all-day hospitality suites 

just steps off  Galena’s Main Street. 
Family Friendly • Group Menus • Self-serve Beverages 

NEW! Curbside & Carry-out. 
Convenient curbside or carry-out option in 

Galena from our full menu for lunch and dinner.
Appetizers • Pastas • Entrees • Kids Meals • Desserts

An Authentic Italian Dining Experience
Italian Specialties • Homemade Sauces • Pastas • Sandwiches • Salads • Garlic Bread

Gluten Free Options • Outstanding Wine & Beer Selection • Carry Out Available
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     Fettuccine Chicken Alfredo • Spaghetti & Meatballs • Baked Seafood Italiano • Pasta Ala Vinny      A

untie N
ancy’s M

anicotti • Veal Parm
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aked Penne       Stuffed Shells • Chicken Marsala • Penne Chicken Romano • Spaghetti Olio • Pollo Compomare
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