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Our talented collision repair 
team takes great pride in 

what they do, making sure 
to pay attention to every 
part of the process for a 

fantastic outcome. Whether 
it’s a small scratch or a big 

dent, new roof or new paint, 
we treat your RV with the 
love and expertise it truly 

deserves. Trust us to provide 
a repair experience that puts 

your worries at ease.

We know that every We know that every 
little detail matters!little detail matters!
We know that everyWe know that every  
little detail matters!little detail matters!

Mon – Fri 8AM-5PM
Contact Us At • 573-893-8722 
Or Stop By • 1007 Lomo Drive  

Jefferson City, MO 65109
www.xtremebodyandpaint.com



———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————  THE LACLEDE COUNTY RECORD TROUT TALK  OCTOBER 2026 PAGE 3
DO NOT SET TEXT ABOVE THIS LINE PLEASE. :)

PAGE CENTER-POINT

PAGE (3/4) THREE QUARTERS POINT

PAGE (1/4) QUARTER POINT

Bennett Spring hatchery now slated
for completion by late next year

STEVE SMITH
EDITOR@LACLEDERECORD.COM

The long-awaited hatchery reno-
vation at Bennett Spring State Park is 
now set for completion by the end of 
next year.

This was part of a report presented 
at a Missouri State Parks town hall 
meeting July 28 at the park.

Hatchery Manager Ben Havens 
presented an update on the project 
at Friday’s Bennett Spring town hall 
meeting.

Construction on the $40 million 
project – which included a new intake 
structure, office, raceway reconstruc-
tion, improvements to water quality 
and other upgrades – was paused 
Sept. 10, 2025, after originally break-
ing ground in 2023 with Cahills Con-
struction as the contractor. Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) 
and Cahills reportedly disagreed over 
construction plans. MDC announced in 
January that construction had resumed 

with Crossland Construction Compa-
ny. Work is continuing on the project 
and Havens said completion is now set 
for December 2027.

“So hopefully on the opening day 
off 2028, we’ll be back in action,” Ha-
vens said.

Currently, Bennett Spring is relying 
on other coldwater hatcheries, includ-
ing Montauk and Shepherd of the Hills 
for its trout. They are also getting fish 
from Crystal Lake Fisheries. He said he 
hopes to learn more about the project 
schedule at a meeting in September.

Havens said the current renovation 
is more about improvements than in-
creasing production.

“I think the possibility of bigger fish 
or more production is a byproduct of 
taking a hatchery that's 60 to 70 years 
old and just giving it a facelift, and 
making improvements to it and just 
the different things we're changing as 
far as the alignment of the raceways 
to make it more functional, and make 
it easier for us to do our job,” he said.

According to Havens, the park has 
had a good season so far this year.

“The hot weather is keeping people 
away just as much as all the rain did 
earlier in in the year, but compared 
to the other parks, the construction 
and the renovation projects and all 
the things that that DNR (Department 
of Natural Resources) has going on 
doesn't seem to be keeping people 
away,” he said. “Our numbers are 
right in line with the other parks. 
That’s encouraging and we’re looking 
forward to getting things back online 
and getting things moving as we look 
to next year.”

Also at Friday’s town hall meeting, 
Bennett Spring State Park Superinten-
dent Gabe Dumond presented park 
updates on park projects.

He said these included a new shop 
building, a new roof on the nature 
center, cabin renovations and splash 
pad shelters. American Recovery Act 
funds also helped pay for water line 
improvements for the campground.

LCR Photo/Steve Smith
Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery 
Manager Ben Havens presents an up-
date on the hatchery renovation project 
at a town hall meeting at the park.

LCR Photo/Steve Smith
A crowd of Bennett Spring area residents attended the Aug, 28 Bennett Spring 
Park town hall meeting. They heard updates on park projects and construction of 
the hatchery renovations.

LCR Photo/Steve Smith
Fishing has continued this season at Bennett Spring State Park even as con-
struction continued on a renovation project for the hatchery.
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Catch-and-keep year in review

LCR File Photo
Laura L. and Warren Valenti. Warren Valenti was the honorary starter for Bennett 
Spring State Park’s opening day of catch-and-keep trout season March 1.

LCR File Photo
Volunteer Mike Sapp has been volunteering at Bennett Spring State Park as a 
campground host and nature center volunteer for the past three years. He enjoys 
teaching fly tying at the nature center and has made and taught special flies for the 
250th birthday of the United States of America. 

From March to October, Trout Talk 
has covered various goings-on in and 
around Bennett Spring State Park. 
For our last issue of the year, Trout 
Talk reflects on stories from each 
month’s issue. 

March
Warren Valenti, former assistant 

hatchery manager at the park, was 
named honorary starter for the open-
ing day of the catch-and-keep trout 
fishing season. Current Bennett Spring 
Fish Hatchery manager Ben Havens 
had been excited to honor both Valenti 
and his wife Laura L. Valenti, longtime 
locals. Trout Talk note: Laura Valenti has 
been a contributor for Lebanon Publishing 
Company and Trout Talk. 

April
This issue highlighted the opening 

day of catch-and keep season with 
several photos from that day. The issue 
also featured a story on a new app for 

JACK SILBERBERG 
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Trout Talk looks back at previous issues

LCR File Photo
Anglers fish in Zone 1 of Bennett Spring State Park during the March 1 opening day of catch-and-keep trout season. SEE ‘REVIEW’/PAGE 9
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The end of catch-and-keep trout 
season does not equal months off for 
Senior Naturalist and Resource Inter-
preter Sam Grove. 

When the Record talked with her in 
early September, Grove said she ready 
for the off-season, having switched out 
of a summer-mindset. 

“Everyone thinks, ‘Oh, park people 
don’t anything in winter,’” Grove said. 
“No.” Sometimes, she said, she felt 
busier in the winter. 

The last day of catch-and-release 
season is Oct. 31, according to Missouri 
State Parks. Typically, Grove begins to 
plan for the off-season in mid-summer. 

Overseeing the completion of burn 

units, which she explained in the 
interview were sections of the park 
intentionally burned in rotation for 

Under New ManagementUnder New Management

417-532-1777   417-532-1777           
1760 West Elm St., Lebanon, MO 655361760 West Elm St., Lebanon, MO 65536

www.dowdscatfishandbbq.com • www.dowdscatfishandbbq.com •  dowdscatfishandbbq dowdscatfishandbbq
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NOW SERVING
SOFT SERVE  
ICE CREAM!

• Chocolate • Vanilla • Twist 

417-532-4700 • 1571 State Hwy 64 • Tunas,  MO
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Closed Wed. & Sun.

Meat • Cheese • Yogurt • Snacks
Affordable by the cart full

DISCOUNT & SURPLUS FOODS

LLCPLAD PANTRY

Senior naturalist  
and interpreter prepares 

for off-season

JACK SILBERBERG 
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

LCR Photo/Jack Silberberg
Work in the Savannah Ridge Trail is one of several tasks Bennett Spring State 
Park Senior Naturalist and Resource Interpreter Sam Grove is looking towards during 
the off-season after catch-and-keep trout season ends. The Record discussed the 
removal of a bridge on that trail, the significant time needed for completing burn 
units, and other off-season work in a September interview. 

SEE ‘NATURALIST’/PAGE 6
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The Leadmine
Country Store

• Dry Goods • Gifts • Housewares
• Kitchenwares • Handmade Soaps

• Good Old Fashioned Home Cooking
with a German twist

10am-5pm Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Experience Life In The “Past” Lane!

11-2:30 Daily • Closed Sundays
176 State Rd. YY • Tunas

Café Edelweiss
Located in The Lead Mine Country Store

1

Take A StepTake A Step
Back in TimeBack in Time

You’ll feel like you’ve 
taken a step back in 
time when you take 
a short drive to visit 
the Leadmine area 

Merchants. 

You’ll enjoy tasty 
homemade foods, 
browse handmade 
furniture, outdoor 

goods and stock up 
on bulk groceries 

and fresh produce.

It’s a great way to 
spend any weekday 

or Saturday 
afternoon. 

LEAD MINE AREA

MerchantsMerchants

 1

 2

N
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stewardship purposes, would take a 
significant amount of her time in the 
off-season.  

There were two burn units, Jennings 
and the Fen, that would hopefully be 
completed this off-season, but Grove 
said that while the actual burn itself 
might take a day, preparation takes 
several months. 

Jennings was the main goal, and 
Grove said that it would probably take 
until the end of February to complete it.

She said in September that the end 
of that month or October would be 
for looking at burn plans. Afterwards, 
preparation would continue until like-
ly the end of the year. 

November or December are the 
busiest months for Grove during the 
off-season, because when she is in the 
park during the holiday season, she 
is walking the woods daily preparing 
the fire line, a laborious task that she 
would take care of by herself this year. 

Afterwards, she watches the weath-

er and consults with others to get their 
opinions to find a good day to burn, 
and then the final call to proceed takes 
place moments before the burn starts 
with all those involved. 

Once the burn units are done, Grove 
“takes a big sigh of relief,” and she 
begins helping the park’s maintenance 
team.

Grove mentioned that there would 
be no managed deer hunt this year 
like there had been last year, with deer 
management moving towards a deer 
hunt every other year dependent on 
the population. February was the time 
to start looking at whether a deer hunt 
should take place that fall. 

She said that perhaps in October she 
would perform salamander surveys, 
which she usually performs in the fall 
and spring. The park has species that 
migrate during autumn.

Grove also performs dark sky  

NATURALIST
from page 5

SEE ‘NATURALIST’/PAGE 7
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Bulk & Surplus Groceries
• Bulk Spices • Deli Meat & Cheeses
• Discount Groceries • Bulk Candy

• Seasonal Fresh Produce & Flowers 

Only 15 Miles from Bennett Spring State Park • 324 State Rd E. Tunas  •  
5.7 Miles West on Hwy 64 • Right on T Hwy •  9 miles • Left on E Hwy 1 mile on Left
Hours: Mon–Thurs 8–5pm • Fri 8–6pm • Sat 8–5pm • Cash, Credit, Debit, EBT417-993-3017

SANDWICH TRAYS, VEGGIE TRAYS, FRUIT TRAYS, MEAT & CHEESE TRAY | COME VISIT OR CALL TO ORDER CUSTOM DELI TRAYS

Meadowview Dutch MarketMeadowview Dutch Market
CUSTOM

HANDMADE

SANDWICHES

2

NATURALIST from page 6

Trout catch-and-release season starts in November

Bennett Spring State Park is one 
of four trout parks (the others being 
Maramec Spring Park, Roaring River 
State Park and Montauk State Park) 
to have the trout catch-and-release 
season open, according to the Missouri 
Department of Conservation. 

The department notes on its website 
that the season takes place Nov. 13, 
2026-Feb. 8, 2027,  and that both trout 

and fishing permits are needed. Only 
pole and line with flies are allowed 
for fishing, the department also notes. 

The Missouri State Parks website 
notes that during the season, anglers 
can fish 8 a.m.-4 p.m. on Friday-Mon-
day. 

Readers can find more information 
on trout fishing regulations in the park 
on the Missouri State Parks website. 

JACK SILBERBERG 
REPORTER@LACLEDERECORD.COM

readings to measure the park’s light 
pollution to aid with a potential certi-
fication as an Urban Night Sky Place.  

There was also a planned parkwide 
hazard tree survey that takes place by 
the end of October, Grove noted, with 
cutting taking place in the off-season. 

Trail maintenance was also a fall 
activity, with the maintenance team’s 

assistance needed on the removal of a 
bridge on the Savannah Ridge Trail. 

She was also hoping to establish 
a mile mark system on the Natural 
Tunnel Trail.

Divers arrive in off-season for the 
spring, which Grove schedules. 

Winter is also when Grove typically 
cleans the park’s nature center (which 

Missouri State Parks notes is closed 
Nov. 1-Feb. 24). She usually tries to 
conduct summer seasonal interviews 
in February or March. Sometimes there 
are conferences and trainings in the 
off-season as well. Grove also manages 
the park’s Facebook page.

For opening day of catch-and-keep 
season, the nature center does not see 

many people after fishing starts, so 
Grove roams the park managing social 
media and taking photos. She was also 
planning a first day hike. 

As for what she was most excited 
for in the off-season, Grove looked 
forward to 70 degree days and no ticks.
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Take the short 11 mile drive 
to food, fun, fashion, and more!

Downtown Lebanon is excited to bring you First Friday!  
Join us for a night on the town.

Our shops will have extended hours, deals, activities, artists, artisans, 
and more. Come enjoy our cozy restaurants, grab a drink or two, and 

soak up the vibrant atmosphere.
Visit https://www.downtownlebanonmo.com/first-friday/ 

to see all participating businesses.
Downtown businesses, artists, and artisans interested in participating can 

email director@downtownlebanonmo.com for more info.

October 2nd • 5PM - 8PM

DOWNTOWN
LEBANON

1869
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LEBANON  
FARMERS 
MARKET

- FRESH PRODUCE -  
- BAKED GOODS -  

- SPECIALTY GOODS - 
- MEATS -  

- PLANTS & FLOWERS - 
- HANDMADE CRAFTS -

OPEN WEDNESDAYS  
11 AM TO 3 PM

OPEN SATURDAYS  
8 AM TO 1 PM 

We want to thank you for 
visiting beautiful Bennett 
Spring State Park. While you’re 
in the area, we invite you to 
explore Historic Downtown 
Lebanon. Take the short, scenic 
11-mile drive into the city 
and stay straight on Jefferson 
Avenue unt i l  you reach  
Commercial Street.

Whether you turn right or 
left, you’ll discover plenty to do 
— from shopping Downtown 
businesses to attending one of 
our many events.

Enjoy boutiques, restaurants, 
ice cream and smoothie shops, 
antiques, gifts, salons, jewelry, 
music stores, an art gallery, 
and more.

We hope you’ll plan a visit 
soon — or return to enjoy one 
of our upcoming events.  

201 W. Commercial, Lebanon201 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 532-0120(417) 532-0120

Tue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pmTue.-Th. 11am-8pm • Fri.-Sat. 11am-9pm

• Drinks • Soups • Salads • Steaks • Seafood  
• BBQ • Burgers • Sandwiches • Full Bar

Smokin Delicious

 417-532-2044 • 106 E. Commercial St., Lebanon, MO

Homestyle Comfort
You Can Taste!

SpecialsSpecials

Check Check 

Out Out 
Our Our 
DailyDaily

Vintage - Home Decor – Fishing Accessories 

208 W Commercial, Lebanon•417-718-9136
Tues.-Sat. 9-5  @TheRustyRoosterMarketPlace

Fall In The OzarksFall In The Ozarks

RUSTY ROOSTERRUSTY ROOSTER
 MARKET PLACE MARKET PLACE
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angler connection.  
May 
Trout Talk featured an 

article on maintenance at 
Bennett Spring State Park:  

“From taking care of the 
park’s buildings, cleaning 
shower houses to maintain-
ing its sewer system, Park 
Specialist Mitchell Lawson 
discussed the scope of the 
work the Department of Nat-
ural Resources maintenance 
staff performs at the park.

“‘It’s like running a little 
city, essentially, is what it is,’ 
he said.”

June
This issue featured a pho-

to tour through some of the 
state park’s 1772 Civilian 
Conservation Corps-built 
structures. 

July
July had a feature story 

on campground host and 

nature center volunteer 
Mike Sapp. Sapp liked to 
teach fly-tying to children 
at the Bennett Spring State 
Park Nature Center. 

This month also featured a 
story on the Hollywood pre-
miere of Lebanon native and 
filmmaker Dusty Dale Bark-
er. His short film had vintage 
Bennett Spring farm footage. 

August
August’s issue had a fea-

ture by Laura Valenti on a 
Highway 64 business called 
The Farme, run by Laurie 
and Brian Bennett. 

September
September’s issue includ-

ed a fishing weekend column 
by reporter Jack Silberberg 
and a story by Laura Valenti 
featuring anglers at the park. 

REVIEW from page 4

LCR File Photo
The Gauge House – next to Shelter House A – had its purpose, measuring water flow from the spring, 
superseded by more modern equipment. 
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LUNKER CATCHESLUNKER CATCHES

Kevin Mitchell,  
Warrinton, Mo—Yellow Bait  
Zone 3  Weight 4.11 pounds

Weston (Age 8),  
Orange Power Bait, Zone 3  

Weight 3.8 pounds

Tyler Percy,  
New Castle, Mo—Pink Mini Jig 

Zone 1  Weight 4.13 pounds

Craig Bauer,  
St. Louis, Mo—Power Bait 

 Zone 3  Weight 3.25 pounds

Luke Thurston,  
Dexter, Mo—Mega Worm 

 Zone 2  Weight 4.5 pounds

Ahan Zukie,  
Power Bait, Zone 3   
Weight 3.75 pounds

Debbie Hedrick,  
Marion, IL—Power Bait  

Zone 3  Weight 3 pounds
Shilo (Age 5)
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WE SELL AND REFILL 
100 LB, 30 LB, AND 20 LB 
propane cylinders for your heating, cooking,  
grilling, camping, and outdoor needs.

NEED A HOME TANK FILLED? 
CALL BENNETT SPRING PROPANE 
417-588-8858 
We will take care of all your residential propane 
needs.

Whether you're at home or hitting the road, 
we're here to provide the propane you need 

Keep Your Home,  
RV & Outdoor Life

Fueled Up!Fueled Up!

Big tanks or small cylinders, we've 
got your propane covered!

12972 HIGHWAY 64, LEBANON12972 HIGHWAY 64, LEBANON

VALLEY VIEW RV

417-664-8162 

THE LOWEST PRICES AROUND!
12972 HWY 64, LEBANON
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