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'LET'S
MAKE

A
DEAL'

STUDENTS, SCHOOL 
BOARD COME TO 
AGREEMENT ON 

AGRICULTURE PROJECT 
DESCRIBED AS A 

'THREE-WAY WIN'

BY BILLY GIBSON 

The Livingston Parish News

Several students showed up at the Livingston Parish 
School Board meeting Thursday night with the inten-
tion of striking a deal.

A small group representing the Denham Springs 
Junior High School aquaponics team made its pitch to 
grow and deliver lettuce for the school’s lunch program 
and later walked away with a ringing endorsement and 
a triple-back scratch agreement.

The Board voted unanimously in favor of the pro-
posal that was described as a three-way win: the team 
members will learn more about the sustainable agricul-
ture production method and help teach it to their peers, 
the student body will receive a nutritious homegrown 
salad for lunch, and the Board will fulfill its goal of sup-
porting entrepreneurial pursuits in parish schools.

Principal Justin Wax accompanied eighth-graders 
Jayleigh Wallace, Lydia Shoemaker, Gabriela Gann and 
Trey Wilkins, who presented their proposal to enter into 
a cooperative agreement with the school’s food services 
department to become a vendor of lettuce for school 
lunches in a monthly bidding process beginning March 
14.

“They came up with this idea themselves and wanted 
to come here and tell you about it tonight and get your 
approval,” Wax told the Board.

He explained that the aquaponic sustainable food 
production system uses channel catfish contained in a 
tank to produce fertilizer from their waste, which pro-
vides plenty of nutrients to grow the lettuce plants. The 
plants, in turn, keep the water clean.

One by one, the four students stood before the Board 
and built their case.

Gann, who was named eight-grade Student of the 
Year, said the system offers an opportunity for students 
to learn more about aquaponics while also teaching 
other students about sustainable farming methods. She 
channeled astronaut Neil Armstrong in describing the 
program’s potential impact.

“This could be one small step for our school and one 
giant step for our community and our environment,” 
Gann said. “We can make bigger plans to grow lettuce 
for others in the community and other schools in the 
parish while teaching others about these environmental-
ly friendly practices.”

Wallace pointed out that vegetables grown in an 
aquaponic environment have a higher nutritional value 
compared to traditional agricultural methods. She said 
that under the proposed agreement she and her fellow 
students will receive an even more nutritious product 
from the fact that the lettuce can be served at lunch 
time the same day it is gathered, bypassing the middle 
man and streamlining the process.

“The average head of lettuce travels 1,500 miles 
before it reaches consumers, causing nutritional values 
to drop,” she said. “Because everything is grown right 
there on school property, you get the most nutrient-rich 
lettuce possible. And it’s a meal that comes with a story 
because it’s been grown at the school by students and 
friends. What better way to encourage students to eat 
healthier foods than by offering them salad that was 
grown by 50 channel catfish.”

LPPS Director of Child Nutrition Sommer Purvis 
was on hand to vouch for the program and the project. 
She has worked with Wax and the students and advised 
the Board that the operation is being monitored and 
meets all the requirements and standards expected 
of any other food service vendor. She said the lettuce 
would be purchased at fair market value, adding that 
the system bids out roughly $600,000 for fresh produce 
each year.

“The variety of lettuce they’re growing meets the 
nutritional guidelines and is comparable to what ven-
dors are supplying,” Purvis said. “We’ve toured their 
facilities and checked their hygiene and contamination 
prevention practices and monitored their records and 
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PARISH PRESIDENT DELATTE TRAVELS TO WASHINGTON D.C. TO DISCUSS 

INFRASTRUCTURE WITH DELEGATION DURING WASHINGTON MARDI GRAS

STAFF REPORT 

The Livingston Parish News

Parish President Randy Delatte recently returned from 
Washington, D.C., where he met with the Louisiana 
federal delegation including Speaker of the House Mike 
Johnson, Sen. Bill Cassidy, Sen. John Kennedy, Rep. Gar-
ret Graves, and Rep. Julia Letlow.

Delatte discussed key issues and topics important to 
Livingston Parish residents such as infrastructure and 
drainage improvements, traffic problems, and more.

At the Livingston Parish Economic Development 
Council meeting February 1, Delatte said that a main topic 
of conversation was development-ready land south of the 
Town of Livingston. The land would need infrastructure 
help with regard to roads and utilities, as well as wetlands 
designation. Delatte said that the capitol delegation said 

they would help, and Senator Cassidy's office sent a repre-
sentative to discuss next steps for the parish in opening up 
that land for development.

Delatte seeks the public's help in determining viable, 
shovel-ready infrastructure projects as his administration 
prepares for future federal funding opportunities. The par-
ish is soliciting the help of industry professionals, including 
engineers, architects, planners, environmental consultants, 
and others, to assist the parish with preparing detailed cost 
estimates and preliminary plans and designs that will help 
in securing federal funds quickly when such opportunities 
are presented to the parish.

"We thank you in advance for your continued support 
of Livingston Parish, and we look forward to working with 
you to cultivate vital projects aimed at making our parish a 
more resilient community for its citizens," Parish President 
Delatte said.

SPRINGFIELD HIGH CUTS RIBBON ON NEW 
CAFETERIA, CLASSROOM BUILDING

STAFF REPORT 

The Livingston Parish News

Serving lunch is going to 
get a lot easier at Spring-
field High.

In its April 7, 2022 meet-
ing, the Livingston Parish 
School Board gave the 
green light to a near $4.9 
million project for a new 
cafeteria and classroom 
expansion at Springfield 
High, much-needed addi-
tions for the growing high 
school on the east side of 
the parish.

The project, which was 
handed to Blount Gener-
al Contractors, will add 
a two-story building on 
the campus located along 
Highway 42 in the heart of 
town.

Gasaway, Gasaway, 
Bankston Architects is 
overseeing the project.

The first floor of the new 
building will be a cafeteria 
— which will nearly double 
the amount of students that 
can be housed at once — as 
well as a storefront area for 
the school to sell merchan-
dise and other items. The 
second floor will have four 
new classrooms.

Speaking to The News, 
Springfield High Principal 

Spencer Harris described 
the project as “exciting,” 
saying it is something that 
has been in the works for 
more than a year. He also 
called it a “proactive” step, 
given the more populated 
grades on the way to the 
high school that currently 
has around 400 students.

“The grades below us are 
all larger, and eventually 
that filters to us,” Harris 
said. “My largest class on 

campus right now is my 
freshman class, which is 
well over 100. Our senior 
class is about 80 kids. But 
the eighth grade group 
coming up is nearly 100, 
and every class we’re look-
ing at down the line is close 
to 100.

“There’s going to be a 
time in the next 5 to 10 
years where we could have 
450-plus kids on our cam-
pus,” he said later. “With-

out adding a building, we 
didn’t have the structure 
to take care of that. This is 
planning for the future.”

A new cafeteria has been 
sorely needed at the school 
for some time, Harris 
said. When the cafeteria is 
complete, Springfield High 
will be able to seat between 
225-250 students at lunch. 
The current space can fit 
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Livingston Parish Public Schools officials, as well as local and state officials, cut the ribbon for 
the newest building on Springfield High School campus - a cafeteria and classroom space.
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North Corbin Junior High 
School (NCJH) Secretary 
Ashley Guzzardo is one of 10 
school support workers who 
has been named a finalist for 
the state’s 2024 Outstanding 
School Support Employee 
Award.

The 10 finalists represent 
schools across the state in a 
wide range of professions. 
Employees eligible for the 
annual honor serve students 
and families in roles such 
as teacher’s aide, bus driver, 
food service worker, cleri-
cal/secretarial worker, and 
custodian.

“Congratulations to each 
of these valued professionals 
and thank you for the differ-
ence you make in the lives of 
students, families, and teach-
ers,” said Louisiana State 
Superintendent of Education 

Dr. Cade Brumley. “I know 
the vital role these individuals 
play in the successful oper-
ation of our schools and the 
education of students.”

Guzzardo has worked as 
the NCJH school secretary 
for the past 12 years, where 
her duties include recording 
and monitoring student 
attendance, assisting with 
the needs and requests of stu-
dents, parents, and campus 
visitors, assisting with student 

registrations, managing 
general office tasks, and 
serving as the Mighty Moms 
community food bank am-
bassador for her school.

As the school’s Mighty 

Moms ambassador, she 
manages the packing and 
handing out food bags to 
students in need, assisting the 
school guidance counselor 
with assessing the needs of 

students, communicating 
observations and assessments 
with Mighty Moms each 
month to determine if how 
best to meet the needs of 
students.

“Mrs. Ashley (Guzzardo) is 
compassionate and empathet-
ic and always puts the needs 
of others before herself,” said 
Bryan Wax, LPPS Human 
Resources Supervisor.

BY VICTOR SKINNER 

The Center Square

A dozen "non-African Amer-
ican" voters are suing the state 
over new congressional districts 
crafted last month they claim 
violate their constitutional rights.

"The State has engaged in ex-
plicit, racial segregation of voters 
and intentional discrimination 
against voters based on race," 
plaintiffs wrote in the lawsuit 
filed Wednesday in U.S. District 
Court. "The State has drawn lines 
between neighbors and divided 
communities. In most cases, the 
lines separate African American 
and non-African American voters 
from their communities and as-
sign them to Districts with domi-
nating populations far away."

Lawmakers adopted Senate 
Bill 8, sponsored by Sen. Glen 
Womack, R-Madisonville, during 

a five-day extraordinary session 
called by Gov. Jeff Landry to 
address a court order from U.S. 
District Judge Shelly Dick, an 
appointee of former President 
Barack Obama, to redraw the 
state's congressional districts by 
Jan. 31.

The order stemmed from the 
case Robinson v. Landry, which 
alleged congressional districts in 
the prior redistricting map did 
not sufficiently represent Black 
voters with one Black majority 
district out of six. Dick sided 
with plaintiffs and ordered new 
districts, while an appeals court 
and U.S. Supreme Court declined 
to review the case.

Plaintiffs in the lawsuit filed 
Wednesday contend the focus 
during the extraordinary session 
violates their civil rights outlined 
in the 14th and 15th Amendments 
of the U.S. Constitution.

"From start to finish the State's 
purpose was clear: segregate vot-
ers based entirely on their races 
and create two majority-African 
American voting districts and 
four majority non-African Amer-
ican districts, without regard 
for any traditional redistricting 
criteria," the filing read.

"SB 8's sponsors and many 
other lawmakers expressly stated 
their intent was to maximize the 
voting strength of African Ameri-
can voters by stripping them from 
their communities in far-flung 
regions of Louisiana and consoli-
dating them into two districts that 
stretched hundreds of miles in 
length and dwindled to less than 
a mile in width," it continued. "In 
doing so, the State engaged in 
textbook racial gerrymandering 
and violated the U.S. Constitu-
tion."

The lawsuit notes a "remark-

ably similar" map at the center 
of Hays v. Louisiana was struck 
down in the courts as an uncon-
stitutional racial gerrymander in 
the 1990s.

"Hays v. Louisiana presents us 
with what we in Louisiana call a 
'Goose' case, meaning it is almost 
factually identical to the case 
before this Court today," plaintiffs 
wrote. "Only here, the facts are 
far worse for the state."

Womack said during the recent 
session his focus with SB 8 was to 
protect Republican U.S. House 
Speaker Mike Johnson, House 
Majority Leader Steve Scalise, 
and Republican Congresswoman 
Julia Letlow, the only woman in 
the congressional delegation and 
Womack's representative.

The map puts Republican U.S. 
Rep. Garrett Graves in politi-
cal peril, and he's spoken out in 
recent weeks about his doubts the 

map can withstand a legal chal-
lenge. While Landry insisted the 
state exhausted all legal options 
and risked having an Obama-ap-
pointed judge craft new districts if 
lawmakers failed to act, Johnson 
urged the state to proceed to a 
trial in Robinson v. Landry that 
was slated for February.

Johnson posted to X "There are 
multiple other map options that 
are legally compliant and do not 
require the unnecessary surrender 
of a Republican seat in Congress."

Jared Evans, senior policy 
counsel for the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund representing 
plaintiffs in Robinson v. Landry, 
celebrated the passage of SB 8 last 
month, suggesting it "will finally 
provide Black voters with a true 
opportunity to elect their candi-
dates of choice in two congressio-
nal districts."
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about 115 students, leaving 
many to eat in outdoor 
spaces.

That is, unless it rains.
“If a storm came in at 

10:30 [a.m.], I’d make an 
announcement and say 
teachers would have to do 
the lunch in the classrooms 
because we don’t have an 
area to keep everybody 
inside out of the weather,” 
Harris said. “Having this 
new building will allow us 
to keep everyone indoors 
the entire time.”

Harris noted that the 
new cafeteria will also 
give the school “a larger 
area to meet” for in-school 

gatherings.
Along with the cafeteria, 

the new building will in-
clude four new classrooms, 
though Harris said the 
school is only gaining two 
since two new ones will re-
place a temporary building 
already on campus.

However, Harris said the 
old cafeteria will be able to 
be converted into two or 
three classes down the road 
“to accommodate what’s 
coming.”

The reason for the 
two-story is because the 
school is limited on space, 
Harris said.

“We’re landlocked and 
really tight on space,” he 
said. “We just didn’t have 
room to put two buildings.”

NEW CAFETERIA AND 
CLASSROOM BUILDING WILL HELP 

WITH NEW GROWTH
FROM 1

LAWSUIT CLAIMS RACIAL GERRYMANDERING IN 
NEW LOUISIANA CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

NORTH CORBIN JUNIOR HIGH SECRETARY A FINALIST FOR 2024 
'OUTSTANDING SCHOOL SUPPORT EMPLOYEE AWARD'
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procedures. As with any 
other vendor, we make 
unannounced visits two to 
four times a year to make 
sure they are in compli-
ance.”

Trey Wilkins said 
aquaponic techniques are 
environmentally friendly 
as they require less than 
10 percent of water use 
compared to traditional 
farming methods.

The Board unanimously 
approved the proposal 
and Chairman Steve Link 
expressed his enthusiastic 
support for the project.

“Engaging our kids 
in entrepreneurial op-
portunities is one of the 
main things we should be 
focusing on in education,” 
Link said. “We love seeing 
students out in the parish 
doing the kinds of things 
you’re doing. It’s also 
benefitting every student 
at the school in some way 
and has the potential to 
benefit other schools and 

the community at-large as 
well.”

Board Member Katelyn 
Cockerham congratulated 
the students on their pitch 
and for their hard work 
and pro-active spirit.

“Kudos to each one of 
you for coming here and 
speaking tonight. Besides 
the fact that what you’re 
learning is invaluable, if 
you can come here and 
make a presentation like 
this in a room full of peo-
ple, then you can do any-
thing,” Cockerham said.

In other matters, 
Assistant Superintendent 
Bruce Chaffin presented 
an update on the work 
of the Board’s Calendar 
Committee, noting that no 
action was expected to be 
taken and the discussion 
was exclusively for infor-
mational and explanatory 

purposes. The Board will 
hold a vote to adopt the 
2024-2025 calendar at the 
next regular meeting.

The committee met 
on Jan. 3, 2024, for three 
hours with roughly 20 
system employees in atten-
dance to provide direct in-
put in the process. He said 
that for the first time ever, 
employees throughout the 
system were allowed to 
cast a vote for the calendar 
of their choice and that 
2,246 employees – nearly 
60 percent of the total - 
cast their ballots.

He said the fact that 
National Election Day 
on Nov. 5 is an off day 
for employees and that 
February 2025 has 28 
days meant the committee 
had to absorb two days to 
make sure the system met 
the required number of 
instruction hours for the 

school year. As a result, the 
Mardi Gras holiday was 
shortened by two days, and 
because Easter falls later 
than normal next year the 
holiday was moved to the 
week of Good Friday.

“Some senior students 
returning to school after 
Easter break would only 
have 10 days to leave 
campus and would not 
be able to participate in 
graduation exercises,” he 
said. “Five days can really 
make a difference. Every-
body might not be happy 
with the calendar but 
this is what the majority 
decided.”

Chaffin explained that 
the task of creating the 
calendar is “monumental,” 
but the employees were 
grateful to be invited to 
provide input.

Board Chair Steve 
Link commended Chaffin 
and Superintendent Joe 
Murphy for including the 
system employees in for-
mulating the calendar.

“This requires a great 
amount of work,” Link 
said. “Asking the teachers 
and staff to participate in 
this was a really good idea, 
and the employees appreci-
ated the voice they had.”

The Board unani-
mously approved perfor-
mance-based contracts for 
Erin Jeansonne to serve 
as a substitute principal 
at North Corbin Junior 
High School from Jan. 29 
to June 30, 2024, and for 
Kristy Robertson to serve 
as a substitute assistant 
principal at Walker High 
School from Jan. 29 to 
June 7, 2024.

The Board also voted 
unanimously to accept 
change orders for the 
football field turf and 
running track resurfacing 
at Live Oak High School, 
in addition to an expan-
sion and renovation project 
at the Albany Elementary 
cafeteria.

In his closing comments, 
Murphy noted that there 

are many sports compe-
titions going on in the 
parish during the early 
part of the year and into 
the spring semester. He 
encouraged the public to 
make an effort to go out 
and attend some of the 
games and other extracur-
ricular activities.

Murphy also mentioned 
the Special Olympics event 
coming up on March 1 at 
Live Oak High School and 
said event organizers are 
eager to accept volunteers.

“This is one of the best 
things that happens in our 
parish. It’s a wonderful 
day for children who don’t 
normally have an opportu-
nity to participate in sports 
activities. This administra-
tion will support anyone 
who wants to participate in 
that all-day event. We will 
find a way to make that 
happen, no matter if I have 
to ask permission to use my 
own car to get them there. 
It’s an experience that will 
leave you blessed,” he said.

BOARD BELIEVES LETTUCE PROJECT SUPPORTS ENTREPRENEURIAL INNOVATION IN SCHOOLS

FROM 1
BILLY GIBSON • THE NEWS

DSJH Principal Justin Wax 
said students are able to 
learn and also teach other 
students about aquaponic 
farming while providing 
locally grown lettuce for 
school lunches.

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS

Denham Springs Junior 
High students work in their 
agraponics lab.
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A
diagnosis of pancre-
atic cancer usually 
means a quick 
death—but not for 
Roger Royse, who 

was in Stage II of the disease 
when he got the bad news in July 
2022. The five-year relative sur-
vival rate for late-stage metastatic 
pancreatic cancer is 3%—which 
means that patients are 3% as 
likely to live five years after their 
diagnosis as other cancer-free in-
dividuals. But if pancreatic cancer 
is caught before it has spread to 
other organs, the survival rate is 
44%.

The trouble is that this cancer is 
almost never caught early. There’s 
no routine screening for it, and 
symptoms don’t develop until it 
is advanced. Mr. Royse, 64, had 
no idea he was sick until he took a 
blood test called Galleri, pro-
duced by the Menlo Park, Calif., 
startup Grail. He had surgery 
and chemotherapy and is now 
cancer-free.

Early diagnosis is the best 
defense against most cancers, as 
President Biden noted when he 
announced his Cancer Moon-
shot initiative two years ago. But 
only a handful of cancers—of the 
breast, lung, colon and cervix—
have screening tests recommend-
ed by the U.S. Preventive Services 
Task Force, an independent panel 
that evaluates medical screenings.

Many companies are developing 
blood tests that can detect cancer 
signals before symptoms occur, 
and Grail’s is the most advanced. 
A study found it can identify more 
than 50 types of cancer 52% of the 
time and the 12 deadliest cancers 
in Stages I through III 68% of the 
time.

There’s a hitch. The test costs 
$949 and isn’t covered by Medi-
care or most private insurance. 
Mr. Royse, a lawyer who works 
with Silicon Valley startups, paid 
out of pocket for the test and 
follow-up imaging to confirm his 
cancer. Most Americans can’t 
afford to do so, and some pub-
lic-health experts think that’s just 
as well. They fret that widespread 
use of multicancer early-detec-
tion tests would cause healthcare 
spending to explode. Those fears 
have snarled Galleri and similar 
tests in a web of red tape.

Mr. Royse learned about Grail’s 
test in April 2022 and asked his 
physician about it. “He said it 
was unnecessary, and you don’t 
have symptoms,” Mr. Royse says. 
A second doctor also refused to 
prescribe it. So Mr. Royse visited 
Grail’s website, which referred 
him to a telemedicine provider 
who ordered a test. Another 
telemedicine doctor walked him 
through his results, which showed 
a cancer signal likely emanating 
from the pancreas, gallbladder, 
stomach or esophagus.

An MRI revealed a suspicious 
mass on his pancreas, which a 
biopsy confirmed was cancerous. 
Mr. Royse had three months of 
chemotherapy, surgery and an-
other three months of chemother-
apy, which ended last February. 
Because pancreatic cancer often 
recurs, he gets CT and MRI scans 
every three months. In addition, 
he has signed up for startup Nat-
era’s Signatera customized blood 
test, which checks DNA specific to 
the patient’s cancer and can signal 
its return before signs are visible 
on the scans.

Grail’s test likewise looks for 

DNA shed by cancer cells, which 
is tagged by molecules called 
methyl groups that are specific 
to a cancer’s origin. Grail uses 
genetic sequencing and machine 
learning to recognize links be-
tween DNA methyl groups and 
particular cancers. The test “is 
based on how much DNA is being 
shed by tumor,” Grail’s president, 
Josh Ofman, says. “Some tumors 
shed a lot of DNA. Some shed 
almost none. But slow-growing 
tumors typically aren’t shedding 
a lot of DNA.” That reduces the 
probability that Grail’s test will 
identify indolent cancers that pose 
no immediate danger.

Grail’s test has a roughly 0.5% 
false-positive rate, meaning 1 
in 200 patients who don’t have 
cancer will get a positive signal. 
Its positive predictive value is 
43%, so that of every 100 patients 
with a positive signal, 43 actually 
have cancer. That may sound low, 
but the positive predictive value 
for some recommended cancer 
screenings is far lower. Fewer than 
1 in 10 women with an abnormal 
finding on a mammogram are 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

Because Grail uses machine 
learning to detect DNA-methyl-
ation cancer linkages, the Grail 
test’s accuracy should improve as 
more tests and patient data are 
collected. Dr. Ofman says the 
company also aims to reduce the 
test’s cost by scaling up manufac-
turing and detecting cancers with 
less genetic sequencing.

But therein lies a chicken-and-
egg problem. Patient access is 
limited by Galleri’s lack of Food 
and Drug Administration approv-
al and insurance coverage. These 
could help reduce the test’s costs 
and improve its accuracy. But 
regulators may balk at approving 
the test, and insurers at covering 
it, until it becomes cheaper and 
more reliable.

Regulators classify Galleri as 
a lab-developed test. Such tests 
are overseen by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services 
and can be prescribed without 
FDA approval. This regulatory 
pathway allows hospitals, research 
centers and startups to develop 

tests without running the FDA’s 
bureaucratic gantlet. Since diag-
nostic tests can’t injure patients, 
no safety review is necessary.

The FDA in October proposed 
regulating lab-developed tests as 
medical devices, which generally 
require agency approval. That 
could severely curtail patient 
access and slow test development 
since the FDA doesn’t have the 
personnel to evaluate the tens of 
thousands of lab-developed tests 
on the market. The rule’s public 
comment period closed on Dec. 4.

How would the FDA weigh 
the risk that a false positive on 
a test like Grail’s could require 
invasive follow-up testing against 
the dire but hard-to-quantify risk 
that a deadly cancer wouldn’t 
be caught until it’s much harder 
to treat? It’s unclear. But some 
experts urge the FDA to require 
large randomized controlled trials 
before approving blood cancer 
tests. “Multicancer screening 
would entail tremendous costs and 
potentially substantial harms,” H. 
Gilbert Welch and Tanujit Dey of 
Brigham and Women’s Hospi-
tal wrote in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association on 
Aug. 28.

Dr. Welch and Mr. Dey also 
suggested that companies should 
be required to prove their tests 
reduce overall mortality, even 
though the FDA doesn’t re-
quire drugmakers to prove their 
products reduce deaths or extend 
life. Clinical trials for the mRNA 
Covid vaccines didn’t show they 
reduced deaths.

Requiring randomized con-
trolled trials and FDA approval 
for multicancer early-detection 
tests could restrict access for years. 
Hundreds of thousands of patients 
would likely have to be enrolled 
in trials, some receiving the test 
with the others in a control group. 
They would have to be followed 
over many years to determine 
whether patients who received the 
test were diagnosed with specific 
cancers earlier than those in the 
control group and how much lon-
ger they lived as a result. Proving 
a statistically significant benefit 
could take a decade or longer.

One alternative is to rely on 
real-world studies, which Grail is 
already doing. One study of pa-
tients 50 and older without signs 
of cancer showed that the test 
doubled the number of cancers 
detected. The FDA could also 
approve the test, and CMS could 
provide Medicare coverage, on 
the condition that providers col-
lect patient data that can be used 
to analyze the benefits.

Dana Goldman, the University 
of Southern California’s dean 
of public policy, likes that idea: 
“There will be a lot of suffering 
if we have to wait 10 years for the 
tests to be approved.” Mr. Gold-
man has spent decades studying 
the economics of medical treat-
ments. One recurring problem 
he has seen: “Epidemiologists are 
always getting cancer wrong,” he 
says. “Epidemiologists a decade 
ago said U.S. overtreats cancers. 
Well, no, the EU undertreats 
cancer.”

A 2012 study that he co-au-
thored found that the higher 
U.S. spending on cancer care 
relative to Europe between 1983 
and 1999 resulted in significantly 
higher survival rates for American 
patients than for those in Europe. 
By his study’s calculation, U.S. 
spending on cancer treatments 
during that period resulted in 
$556 billion in net benefits owing 
to reduced mortality.

He expects Galleri and other 
multicancer early-detection tests 
to reduce deaths and produce 
public-health and economic 
benefits that exceed their mone-
tary costs. Cancers caught early 
are cheaper to treat—less likely 
to require a cocktail of expen-
sive therapies, and in some cases 
removable without the need for 
chemotherapy. Preventing cancer 
deaths would expand the work-
force.

Expanding access to multican-
cer early-detection tests could also 
help solve the chicken-and-egg 
problem of drug development. Be-
cause few patients are diagnosed 
at early stages of some cancers, 
it’s hard to develop treatments 
for them. “How do you develop a 
drug for Stage I pancreatic cancer 

when you don’t have patients for 
trials?” Mr. Goldman asks.

Grail hopes to obtain FDA 
approval for its test. But while that 
would help patients with private 
insurance, Medicare doesn’t pay 
for screening tests unless they are 
recommended by the U.S. Preven-
tive Services Task Force.

The task force has histori-
cally been slow to back cancer 
screenings, in part owing to fear 
of overtreatment. Mr. Royse 
says it has twice recommended 
against early-detection cancer 
screenings for pancreatic cancer 
in asymptomatic patients. When 
asked why, he says the task force 
told him that “screening tests are 
invasive, cause pain, and lead to 
unnecessary and risky treatment.”

Congress had to pass legisla-
tion requiring Medicare to cover 
screening for breast, colorectal, 
cervical and prostate cancers. 
Legislation in the House and 
Senate would allow Medicare to 
cover Grail and other multicancer 
early-detection tests if they obtain 
FDA approval. The Senate bill 
has 59 co-sponsors, 31 Democrats, 
26 Republicans and two inde-
pendents. A House version has 
243 co-sponsors, 134 Democrats 
and 109 Republicans. “Not only 
will this bill save lives, but it will 
also help reduce the glaring racial 
disparities in cancer diagnosis and 
death,” said co-sponsor Rep. Terri 
Sewell (D., Ala.).

But the legislation’s price tag 
could reduce political support. 
According to one private compa-
ny’s estimate, the test could cost 
the government $39 billion to 
$145 billion over a decade. Mr. 
Goldman counters that analysts 
usually overestimate the costs 
and underestimate the benefits of 
medical interventions.

Mr. Royse makes the same point 
with personal force. “I would be 
dead right now if not for multi-
cancer early-detection testing,” 
Mr. Royse told an FDA advisory 
committee last fall. “The longer 
the FDA waits, the more people 
are going to die. It’s that simple.”

Ms. Finley is a member of 
the Journal’s 

OPINION | WHO'S AFRAID OF EARLY CANCER DETECTION?

BY JENNIFER BARRETT 

Edward Jones 

If you’re a business 
owner, you always have a 
lot to do and a lot to think 
about. But have you put 
much thought into how 
you’ll eventually leave it all 
behind?

Even if you’re a few years 
away from that day, it’s a 
good idea to create an exit 
strategy. If you’re like most 
other owners, most of your 
net worth may well be tied 
up in your business — so 
how you exit that business 
can have a big impact on 
your finances and your 
retirement.

As you begin the exit 
strategy process, you’ll 
need to examine some ba-
sic questions, such as how 
much you want for your 
business and how much it’s 
worth. But you’ll especially 
need to plan for the me-
chanics of your exit — that 
is, just how you’re going to 
sell or transfer ownership 
of it.

Essentially, you have 
three main options:

Internal sale or 

transfer – You could sell 
or transfer your business to 
someone affiliated with the 

company, such as a family 
member, business partner 
or even a group of employ-
ees. The advantages of 
this method are that you’ll 
have greater control over 
the timing of your exit, and 
you’ll be able to provide 
greater continuity for your 
employees, clients and 
suppliers. One potential 
disadvantage is that your 
net sales proceeds may be 
less than what you’d get 
from selling the business to 
an unrelated third party.

External sale or trans-

fer – The biggest benefit of 
selling or transferring your 
business to an unrelated 
third party is that you 
can potentially maximize 
your net sales proceeds. 
But you’ll need to consider 
some tradeoffs, too. For one 
thing, a sale to an outside 
person or business usually 
requires a long and possibly 
expensive due diligence 
process. Also, you’ll have 
less control over the timing 
of your exit than you would 
if you sold the business to 
an internal source.

Liquidation – If you 
liquidated your business by 
selling all your assets and 
shutting down operations, 
you could end up with far 
fewer net proceeds than if 
you sold the business to an 
internal or external source. 
However, you could raise 
cash pretty quickly. But if 
you chose to liquidate or 
dissolve your business, it 
could potentially be dis-
ruptive for your employees, 
clients and suppliers.

Because everyone’s 
situation is different, there’s 

no clear-cut formula for 
deciding which of these 
exit options is right for you. 
And it isn’t simply a matter 
of numbers, either, because 
you’ll need to consider 
some intangible factors, 
too. How will your family 
be affected by your choice? 
How would you feel if your 
business was in someone 
else’s hands, or no longer 
existed? You’ll need to work 
out these issues, along with 
the financial ones, before 
you decide on your business 
exit strategy.

Fortunately, you don’t 
have to go it alone. You 
may want to consult your 
financial, legal and tax 
advisors, and possibly work 
with a commercial banker 
and a business evaluation 
expert. By drawing on 
several sources of expertise, 
you can feel more confident 
that you’ll make a decision 
that’s appropriate for your 
needs.

One final suggestion: 
Don’t wait too long before 
you begin putting together 
your exit strategy. Time 
goes fast — and when the 
time comes for you to say 
goodbye to your business, 
you’ll want to be prepared.

Jennifer Barrett 
(AAMS) is a local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

225-612-0413 | jennifer.
barrett@edwardjones.com

Edward Jones. Member 
SIPC.

Edward Jones, its 
employees and financial 
advisors are not estate 

planners and cannot pro-
vide tax or legal advice.

 You should consult 
your estate-planning 

attorney or qualified tax 
advisor regarding your 

situation.

This article was written 
by Edward Jones for use 

by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.

FINANCE |  HOW CAN BUSINESS OWNERS PLAN FOR AN EXIT?
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DESPITE RAIN, KREWE OF DENHAM SPRINGS 

ROLLS ON THROUGH THE CITY
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The Krewe of Denham Springs’ 2024 
Mardi Gras parade rolled through 

downtown Denham Springs despite the 
rainy weather Saturday, February 3.



STAFF REPORT 

The Livingston Parish News

On  January 27th, the 
Livingston Parish Band Di-
rectors Association held its 
Annual All-Parish Honor 
Band concert at Denham 
Springs High School.

Honor Band is an event 
that spotlights Livingston 
Parish's outstanding student 
musicians. High School 
members were chosen by 
audition in the fall. Middle 
School members were cho-
sen by director nomination.

Clinicians are brought 
in from around the state 
to work with these accom-
plished musicians.

The High School ensem-
ble was led by Simon Hol-
loweiko, Associate Director 
of Bands at Louisiana State 
University.

The Middle School 
ensemble was led by Ro-
land Smith, band director 
of Pickering Jr./Sr. High 
School.

LIVINGSTON 
PARISH HONOR 

BAND JUNIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL PERSONNEL

FLUTE
• Claire Puig-NCJH
• Sophia Robinson - 

SJHS
• Brooklyn Gilmore - 

LOMS
• Kyla Stevens - DSJH
• Skylen Landry - 

Doyle
• Emma Rogers - 

AMS
• Temperance Miller - 

LOJH
• Emma Veazey - 

NCJH
• Alexis McGee - 

SJHS
• Sophia Jordan - 

DSJH
• Isabel Rodriguez-Ri-

os - SJH

CLARINET
• Brayden Baham - 

Doyle
• Katelyn Devall - 

JPJH
• Ryleigh Monroe - 

SJHS
• Phoebe Dinger - 

AMS
• Mackenzie Thomas 

- WSJH
• Lane Pickens - 

WJHS
• Kira Lee - LOJH
• Ruby Bordelon - 

LOMS
• Ally Cranford - 

NCJH
• Owen Hubbard - 

DSJH
• Lexie Richardson - 

DSJH
• Sophie Chapell - 

WSJH
• Zoalise McLaughlin 

- Doyle
• Jacobie Reardon - 

DSJH
• James Palarca - WJH
• Jairo Diaz - SJHS
• Charis Kim - NCJH
• Bb BASS CLARI-

NET
• Sarah Poston - SJHS
• Keira Provost - JPJH
• Juniper Guillory - 

LOJH

CONTRA BASS 
CLARINET

• Ayden Nickens - 
SJHS 

ALTO SAXOPHONE
• Mackenzie Morgan 

- DSJH
• Wendy Ruiz - WSJH
• Jaxson Wells - AMS
• Tristen Fleuriet - 

Doyle
• 
• TENOR SAXO-

PHONE
• Abigale Henning - 

SJHS
• Braxtyn Hoag - 

DSJH

BARITONE 
SAXOPHONE
• Alexander Powell - 

LOJH

TRUMPET
• Edie Perkins - 

LOMS
• Carolina Mayeaux - 

NCJH
• Cooper Landry - 

AMS
• Colin Davis - DSJH
• Ashton Coulon - 

LOJH
• Nolan Carson-JPJH
• Troy Simmons - 

Doyle
• Ashlynn Ambrose - 

WSJH
• Ethan Hawkins - 

SJHS
• Haylee Robison-JP-

JH
• Brayden Guthrie - 

JPJH
• Justin Laws - SJHS

HORN
• Lane Bergeron - 

LOJH
• Gus Price - DSJH
• Ivi Butler - WSJH
• Jezebelle Hebert - 

LOJH

TROMBONE
• Ethan Dayton - 

WJHS
• Taylor Murry - Doyle
• Jackson Roddam - 

LOMS
• Reaghan Keys - 

JPJH
• Brayden Phinney - 

WSJH
• James Seal - AMS
• Lucas Bolton - SJHS
• Saad Odeh - WJHS

EUPHONIUM
• Emma Leininger - 

NCJH
• Micah Hirst - WSJH
• Casidee McDonald 

- Doyle
• Madison Tillman - 

LOJH

TUBA
• Isaac Jarman - JPJH
• Kennedie Daigle - 

WJH
• Amadia Hutchin-JP-

JH
• Liam Benoit - DSJH
• Alex Rodriguez - 

LOJH
• Leah Bush - WJHS

PERCUSSION
• Joseph Calahan - 

SMS
• Victoria Delaughter 

- WJH

• James Gray - SJHS
• Kindal Booker - 

JPJH
• London Breaux - 

NCJH
• Charlotte Sizemore - 

WJHS

LIVINGSTON 
PARISH HONOR 

BAND HIGH SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL

FLUTE
• Kenadie Monroe - 

DSHS
• Alexander Gilfour - 

DSHS
• Hannah Verret - 

DSHS
• Tuyen Field - DSHS
• Madyson Phillips - 

DSHS
• Lindsey Nicolosi - 

AHS
• Roslyn LeBouef - 

AHS
• Nolan Wyatt - WHS
• Etana Johnson - 

DSFHS

OBOE 
• Isabella Champlin - 

WHS
• Malaysia Battieste - 

DSHS
• Selena Stafford - 

WHS
• BASSOON William 

Schutz - Doyle
• Seth McReynolds - 

WHS

CLARINET
• Justin Tatum - WHS
• Izabella Hoy - DSHS
• Kaitlin McClelen - 

AHS
• Taylor Darbonne - 

DSHS
• Nathan McCaa - 

LOHS
• Cami Hirst - WHS
• Caleb Ivy - DSHS
• Brock Pickens - WHS
• Nicholas Scott - 

DSHS
• Wyatt Dorhauer - 

LOHS
• Summer Hilbun - 

WHS
• Nathan Engels - 

DSHS
• Madilyn Canales - 

Doyle

Bb BASS CLARINET
• Ben Veazey-WHS
• Macie Purvis - 

DSHS
• Aaron Escher - 

LOHS

ALTO SAXOPHONE
• Noah Blount -DSHS
• Cole Reynerson - 

LOHS
• Megan Whisenhunt 

-DSHS
• Hunter Steiger - 

DSHS
• TENOR SAXO-

PHONE
• Sean Harris - DSHS
• Elle Harris - DSHS

BARITONE 
SAXOPHONE
• Ethan Brister - WHS

TRUMPET
• Joshua Pendleton - 

WHS
• Melvin Mendoza - 

DSHS
• Jordan Robinson - 

DSHS
• Corey Farris - WHS
• Jimmy Vermeij – 

Doyle
• Sawyer Hoy - DSHS
• Robert Mayo - 

DSHS
• Benjamin Parker - 

WHS
• Emily Jarman - 

DSHS
• Emerson Dorhauer - 

LOHS

HORN
• Sofia Everhart - 

LOHS
• Owen Small - WHS
• Alissa Thibodeaux - 

WHS
• Everitt Barker - 

DSHS
• Sebastian Cupit 

-DSHS

TROMBONE
• Jeremy McGee - 

WHS
• Lawton Brooks - 

WHS
• Brayden Everett - 

WHS
• Abbie Whitton - 

WHS
• Noah Hirst - WHS
• Jo'van Hickman - 

DSHS
• Bryson Duhe -DSHS
• BASS TROMBONE
• Matthew Peeler - 

DSHS
• EUPHONIUM
• Phoebe Dozar - AHS
• Elliott Perkins - 

LOHS
• Deena Alkadi - WHS

TUBA 

• Brayden Tate - 
DSHS

• Caden Macaluso - 
DSHS

• Alayna McCoy - 
WHS

• Tyler Talafuse - 
DSHS

PERCUSSION
• Aidan Harris - 

DSHS
• Brady Seighman - 

WHS
• Emory Sizemore - 

WHS
• Hayes White - Doyle
• Cooper Mayeaux - 

WHS
• Brody Fredricks - 

WHS
• Matthew Edwards - 

DSHS
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LIVINGSTON PARISH BAND DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION 
HOLDS ANNUAL ALL-PARISH HONOR BAND CONCERT

SUBMITTED • THE NEWS

At top, the middle school ensemble was led by Roland Smith, band director of Pickering Jr./Sr. 
High School. Above, the high school ensemble was led by Simon Hollowiko, Associate Director 
of Bands at Louisiana State University.
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Four Seasons Farmers Market

The Four Seasons Farmers Market is 
open from 8 a.m. to noon every Saturday 
at the city parking lot at Hummel Street 
and Railroad Avenue in Denham Springs. 
Fresh vegetables and fruits are on sale from 
vendors.

Livingston Library Comic Con

Celebrate your fandoms at the 9th 
Annual Livingston Parish Library Comic 
Con! Join us at the Denham Springs-Walk-
er Branch as one of the Library’s most 
popular events makes its return. Inspired 
by the annual mega-event that takes 
place in San Diego, the LPL Comic Con 
is a celebration of all things comic book, 
movie, television, and pop culture! Want 
to cosplay as your favorite character? Why 
not? Want to “totally geek out” over the 
latest issue of your favorite comic? Feel free. 
No matter your fandom, Comic Con is the 
place to celebrate it.

• Date: Saturday, February 24
• Time: 10 AM – 3 PM
• Location: Denham Springs-Walker 

Branch (8101 US Hwy. 190, Den-
ham Springs, LA 70726)

Note: All other branches of the Liv-
ingston Parish Library will be closed the 

day of Comic Con.

VFW offering trips for seniors

VFW Travelers is a tour group for senior 
citizens 50 years or older. We are presently 
signing up participants for two trips. Albu-
querque, May 5-13, 2024 and New York, 
June 12-20, 2024. For information to join 
one or both our trips call Debbie Sutton 
225 665 2930. Or www.grouptrips.com/
vfwtravelers

LIVINGSTON PARISH LIBRARY

Storytimes

Every week, Livingston Parish Library 
branches offer storytimes for babies through 
age 5. Storytimes help develop pre-reading 
skills while children and their caregivers 
have lots of fun! We read books, present 
puppet shows, sing songs, play games, and 
make cool crafts.

Main Branch in Livingston, South 
Branch, & Watson Branch

Storytime (Babies - age 5)
Every Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.

Denham Springs-Walker Branch

Book Babies (Ages 0-2)
Every Monday at 9:45 a.m.

Storytime (Ages 0-5)
Every Monday at 10:30 a.m.

In-Person Branch Events
Albany-Springfield Branch

Please contact the Albany-Springfield 
Branch at (225) 686-4130 or visit www.
mylpl.info for more details on any event at 
this LPL branch.

Saturday, February 10 at 1:00 p.m. – 
Crafting Club (Ages 18+) 

Need a place to work on your latest arts 
and crafts project away from home? Would 
you like a place to socialize with like-mind-
ed artists? Try out our new Crafting Club 
at the Albany-Springfield Branch Library! 
Bring your own project and utilize our 
selection of tools; create and socialize 
with other crafty adults. Registration is 
required.

Thursday, February 15 at 5:30 p.m. – 
Soot Sprites (Ages 13-18)

Embark on an enchanting exploration of 
the Soot Sprite realm! Unleash your inner 
Soot Sprite and craft your very own mis-
chievous critter. Registration is required. 

Main Branch in Livingston

Please contact the Main Branch in 
Livingston at (225) 686-4160 or visit www.
mylpl.info for more details on any event at 
this LPL branch.

Friday, February 9 at 10:30 a.m. – 
Wiggle Worms (Ages 0-5)

Did you know that music and dance fos-
ter important literacy development in early 
childhood? Join us for this fun and creative 
program for children ages 0-5 and their 
caregivers. Research shows that music and 
dance activities enhance life-long learning 
and neural development. Come wiggle and 
groove with us!

Wednesday, February 14 at 6:30 
p.m. – Outdoor Movie: Valentine’s Day 
Edition (Ages 18+)

Pack a picnic dinner, grab your date, 
and cozy up on the library's lawn to watch 
the most romantic adventure of all time --- 
The Princess Bride (PG). All couples who 
attend will receive a foil-wrapped chocolate 
rose while supplies last. Popcorn and hot 
chocolate provided. Please bring your own 
chairs or blankets to make yourself com-
fortable. Registration is required.

Denham Springs-Walker Branch

Please contact the Denham 
Springs-Walker Branch at (225) 686-4140 
or visit www.mylpl.info for more details on 
any event at this LPL branch.

Thursday, February 8 at 6:00 p.m. 
– STEM Superstars: Genomics (Ages 
6-12)

Interested in learning more about sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and math? 
Join us this month to learn about DNA and 
perform an experiment on a strawberry. 
Registration is required.

Monday, February 12 at 2:00 p.m. – 
Using Email (Ages 18+)

Attendees will create a Gmail account, 
learn how to perform basic email functions 
like send, receive, and reply to an email, 
recognize and deal with spam, organize 
and delete emails and search for messages. 
Registration is required.

Wednesday, February 14 at 1:00 p.m. 
– Seaux Easy (Ages 18+)

Come sew with us! Whether you're an 
experienced needleworker or just want to 
learn to sew, you'll enjoy the fun projects 
we make once a month at our sewing club. 
Please register if this is your first time join-
ing us. All participants provide their own 
supplies. Registration is required.

Wednesday, February 14 at 6:00 p.m. 
– Resistance Painting (All Ages)

Who can "resist" a fun filled family 
painting experience? Join us as we explore 
making "resist" layers to shape invisible 
designs and patterns that will resist or repel 
watercolor away. Registration is required. 

Thursday, February 15 at 10:00 a.m. 
– Adult Writers’ Club (Ages 18+)

Are you looking for a friendly writer's 
atmosphere? People to share ideas with? 
Feedback for your latest writing project? 
Our creative writing group is for you. We 
focus on support, helping each other, and 
having fun! All genres and all levels, from 
novice to pro writers, are welcome. During 
each club meeting, we will participate in 
troubleshooting discussions, enjoy some 
writing time, and end the session with 
friendly feedback for those who want it. To 
find out how to join, contact Lee Cline at 
lcline@mylpl.info.

Thursday, February 15 at 10:30 a.m. 
– Box of Chocolates Book Club (Ages 

18+)

In the Box of Chocolates Book Club, 
you never know what you’re going to get! 
Whether it's fiction, true adventure, or 
a good biography that you like, there's 
something for everyone in our book club. 
You can count on a lively discussion among 
friends when you join us on the third 
Thursday of the month. Registration is 
required.

Thursday, February 15 at 6:00 p.m. 
– LEGO Club (Ages 5-12)

Calling all LEGO lovers! Each month, 
we will host LEGO Club with a different 
theme. LEGO will be provided.

South Branch

Please contact the South Branch at (225) 
686-4170 or visit www.mylpl.info for more 
details on any event at this LPL branch.

Saturday, February 10 at 1:00 p.m. – 
Resistance Painting (All Ages)

Who can "resist" a fun filled family 
painting experience? Join us as we explore 
making "resist" layers to shape invisible 
designs and patterns that will resist or repel 
watercolor away. Registration is required. 

Thursday, February 15 at 5:30 p.m. – 
Magnolia Blossom (Ages 18+)

Turn balloons into blossoms! Create a 
magical Magnolia that will never fade! 
Registration is required.

Watson Branch

Please contact the Watson Branch at 
(225) 686-4180 or visit www.mylpl.info 
for more details on any event at this LPL 
branch.

Thursday, February 8 at 5:30 p.m. – 
Minecraft Creeper Crafts (Ages 8-12)

Do you like Minecraft? Join us for fun 
and make Minecraft Creeper crafts at your 
library! Refreshments are provided. Regis-
tration is required.

Thursday, February 15 at 5:30 p.m. – 
Teen Hangout (Ages 13-18)

Join us at teen Hangout! Bring your 
friends or come to make new ones where 
everyone is welcome! Video games, activi-
ties, snacks, and more.

(To place an item in the Coming Up 
section, please email melanie@lpn1898.

com.)



I 08 THE LIVINGSTON PARISH NEWS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 08, 2024 ___
BY CLARK ROBERTSON 

Department of Agriculture

I believe carrots were one 
of the first vegetables I ever 
planted. There is something 
about growing carrots that 
seems to fascinate kids 
more than any other veg-
etable. Maybe it’s the idea 
of planting seeds and then 
a few months later pulling 
up a bright orange carrot. I 
can remember my maw-
maw giving me the seeds to 
plant and then a few weeks 
later seeing a carrot patch 
so thick that you couldn’t 
make out one plant from 
the other.

Carrots are an easy and 
carefree vegetable for home 
gardeners to grow. I plant-
ed some last winter and 
harvested well into June. 
We are closing in on the 
end of planting season for 
carrots though. The sooner 
you get the seeds planted, 
the better.

Typically, we will plant 
carrots seeds twice a year 
with the first planting 
around September and 
October and the second 
planting from January 
through February. This lat-

er planting will be ready to 
harvest in April and May. 
Once harvesting begins, 

carrots can easily stay in 
garden beds for eight to 10 
weeks, so you can harvest 

just what you need to use 
over several weeks.

Most issues with carrot 
production come from 
compacted soils. Since 
roots are what we are after, 
we need to plant in a loose, 
well cultivated soil that is 
high in organic matter. The 
soil should be loosened to 
a depth of 18-24 inches to 
provide plenty of room for 
carrots to form. Soil should 
also be well drained to pre-
vent issues with root rot.

Prior to planting, it is 
best to fertilize the soil with 
4-5 pounds of 13-13-13 per 
100-foot row. If you use an 
organic fertilizer blend, you 
will need to increase the 
amount of fertilizer. Most 
organic fertilizers contain 
between 2-4 percent each 
of nitrogen, phosphorus, 
and potassium. You can 
also amend the soil with 
composted manure for 
additional fertilizer and 
improved soil structure.

The most difficult thing 
to do when planting carrots 
is to get the right spacing. 
To provide enough room 
for carrot roots, plants need 
to be spaced every 1-2 inch-
es. I don’t know about you, 

but with seeds as small as 
carrots, that is very hard to 
do! The ones I planted last 
year were probably as thick 
as the carrots I planted as 
a 3-year-old. One trick I 
tried this year is to mix 1 
part carrot seed with 3 to 
4 parts sand in an old spice 
container to “dilute” the 
seeds as I sprinkle them in 
the garden. It’s much easier 
to plant them spaced out 
than to come back and thin 
out the seedlings.

Carrots grow best when 
directly seeded into the gar-
den. Rows should be one 
foot apart. The planting 
depth should not be deep. 
Only a light sprinkling of 
soil over top is need. You 
can also just lightly press 
the seeds down to insure 
good contact with the soil. 
Harvesting can begin once 
the root has reached a de-
sirable size, usually around 
70-80 days after planting.

Did you know that 
carrots come in other 
colors besides orange? In 
fact, they were originally 
probably yellow and purple 
in color. Orange carrots 
came along around the 
1400s to 1500s. Today you 

can find seeds for orange, 
yellow, white, purple, and 
red carrots.

Orange carrots are high-
er in beta-carotene, while 
purple carrots are high in 
anthocyanins. Some of the 
recommended varieties for 
South Louisiana include 
Danvers, Sugar Snax, Deep 
Purple, Yellow Bunch, 
Maverick, Yellowstone, 
and Purple 68. Despite the 
differences in color, they all 
taste very similar.

Plant some carrots this 
weekend for a late spring 
harvest. With so many 
colors now available, it will 
be even more fun for kids to 
grow them at home.

CLARK ROBERTSON: ROOTING FOR CARROTS
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By CHRIS KINKAID 
The Livingston Parish News

SPRINGFIELD’S Konnor Burch is a state champion.
The junior captured the Division III 175-pound weight 

class in the LHSAA State Championships that were held 
Feb. 2-4 at Brookshire Grocery Arena in Bossier City.

This is Burch’s first state title.
“I guess it’s kind of been like a big milestone for me,” 

Burch said. “This is my third-year wrestling. Just to go in 
and dominate, I guess, is a good thing for me.”

Burch said he was confident going in.
“I felt like I knew I was going to win even though I was 

under seeded. I was seeded fifth out of the whole bracket, 
so I mean, I felt like I was going to win the whole time,” 
Burch said. “I was just confident in myself to go in there 
and win.”

Burch came in fifth in the state last year.
Burch said he was nervous going into the championship 

match.
“I was nervous, which I guess if you’re not nervous, that’s 

a problem for some people, but I was nervous going into 
it because I didn’t want to go into it all confident and all 
cocky and then end up get upset in the finals and stuff like 
that,” Burch said. 

Burch won all three of his matches by fall. He defeated 
Rosepine’s Caleb Preece and then Archbishop Shaw’s 
Mason Wilson. That win put Burch in the finals where he 
defeated Basile’s Da’Shawn Randell.

“I thought it was amazing,” Burch said. “I got up, and 
the school I practice with, I practice with East Ascension, 

and they went crazy. It was just awesome. Just to 
be in a stadium that big and then end up win-
ning, it’s like everything you dream of.”

One more local medaled and that that 
Walker’s Gabriel Millbern. The top three places 
medal and the top six place.

Millbern came in second place in Division I 285s.
All of Millbern ‘s matches were decided by falls.
He started with wins over Baton Rouge’s Aiden 

Anderson, East Ascension’s Demarcus Johnson and Live 
Oak’s Logan Knapp. That put him in the finals against 
Jesuit’s Spencer Lanosga, but Millbern came up short 
and finished second in the state.

Also in that weight class, Knapp came in fourth. 
He started with a win by fall over Catholic of Baton 

Rouge’s Winston Napoli. His next contest was the set-
back to Millbern and then he was topped by Napoli in 
a fall.

Knapp was one of seven locals to place. 
Live Oak’s Billy Edmonston came in fourth in the 

Division I 190s.
Edmonston defeated Airline’s Nedal Wieber and then 

Brother Martin’s Aidan Wieber. He then won against 

SPRINGFIELD’S 

BURCH 

CAPTURES
STATE TITLE

By CHRIS KINKAID 
The Livingston Parish News

DOYLE coach Daniel Kennedy reached the 300-win 
career mark earlier this season and he was honored at the 
Tigers’ game on Jan. 26.

Kennedy said he had no idea he had reached 300 wins 
and no clue they were celebrating it.

“I had no idea,” Kennedy said. “As a coach you really 
don’t keep up with it. You’re just trying to get better every 
day. I was told some people did some research and fig-
ured it out. They chose that night because my family from 
Mississippi could come in.”

Kennedy talked about the key to reaching this plateau.
“There’s a lot of factors,” Kennedy said. Starting with 

the players, having coachable, talented and hard working 
players. I have to thank my assistant coaches. I’ve always 
had tremendous help in my assistant coaches. Lastly, I’ve 
also had a lot of support from family, friends and the com-
munity itself.”

Kennedy has coached for 15 years in Louisiana with 
11 at Doyle and four at Albany.

He also coached in Mississippi.
The 300 wins are victories in Louisiana only.
“It’s a milestone victory for a coach that has put count-

less hours into his program,” Doyle athletic director Tim 
Beatty said. “We are thankful for his commitment to 
Doyle HS.”

By CHRIS KINKAID 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVE OAK’S  Kolton West reached the 
100-win plateau in Greater Baton Rouge 
Championships that were held on Jan. 19-20.

“It feels good that I’m hitting a mark my 
coaches did with the 100 wins,” West said. 
“It’s short-term success, but there’s a lot 
of season left.  I’m just trying to put 
the best ver-
sion of myself 
and not get 
too caught up 
in 100 wins.”

West, who is 
a junior and is in 
the 150-pound 
weight class, talk-
ed about the key 
to his success.

“My mindset. 
Losing is not an 
option,” West said.

Live Oak coach Chris 
Collier spoke highly of his wrestler.

“Kolton is a talented athlete whose work 
ethic has gotten him to where he is at,” Collier 
said. “Him getting to 100 wins is a testament 
to his dedication and perseverance to the sport.  
We are all very proud of him for his accom-
plishment.

By CHRIS KINKAID 
The Livingston Parish News

SPRINGFIELD’S Jaci Williams hit the 1,000-point plateau in the Lady Bulldogs’ 
game on Jan. 30.

“It was a really great experience, especially with the team I have now,” Williams 
said. “Emersyn Neal, Anna Richardson and Cameron Culbertson have really pushed 
me to get to 1,000 by getting me the ball. Coach (Billy Dreher) has also pushed me. 
He would draw up plays around position I play, which is the 4. If I’m hot, he’ll get 
me the ball.”

Williams, who is a 
senior, entered the game 
needing nine points to 
reach the accomplishment. 
She f inished with 15.

“My teammates helped 
me get there early. I got 
there in the second quar-
ter,” Williams said.

Williams’ 1,000th point 
came on a jumper on an 
inbounds play.

“Jaci has been a key 
player for four years at 
SHS,” Springfield coach 
Billy Dreher said. “She 
is a great student ath-
lete. She is a big reason 
the program has had so 
much success. Jaci has 
been a captain and leader 
the past two years.”

DOYLE COACH 
REACHES 300 WINS

LIVE OAK’S WEST WINS 
100TH-CAREER MATCH

SPRINGFIELD’S WILLIAMS 
REACHES 1,000 POINTS

PHOTO COURTESY OF RACHEL ANDRAS

Springfield’s Konnor Burch captured the Division 
III 175-pound weight class in the wrestling state 
championships that were held last weekend in 
Bossier City.

BURCH CAPTURES TITLE  
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PHOTO SUBMITTED

Left,Conferestum us esi serfecus; none intus, C. 
Palabi sustortemur, quemquam, vastimmo

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Pictured is Live Oak’s Kolton West, who 
captured his 100th-career victory at the 
Greater Baton Rouge Championship that 
was held Jan. 19-20.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Springfield’s Jaci Williams 
reached the 1,000-point 
plateau.
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WALKER GOES TO 31-0 WITH 2 LOPSIDED WINS

BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

Walker started its game on 

a 27-0 and went to 30-0 with 

an 89-10 victory over East 

Ascension in a District 5-5A 

game at home.

JaMiya Vann paced the 

Lady Cats with 20 points that 

included four 3-pointers.

“We’ve got four or five kids 

that, I mean, if you do let 

them sit around the 3-point 

line, they can go 7-for-10 

every time unguarded. I think 

if we move the ball well, we 

will get a lot of open looks 

and it’s just a matter of being 

unselfish and finding the 

open person because we’ve 

got multiple people who can 

shoot the ball.”

Vann said she feels that 

they came out good.

“We came out fast, hitting 

our shots, defense,” Vann 

said. "We just came out with a 

lot of energy.”

The buckets came early 

and often in the first quarter, 

as Walker’s defense forced 

turnovers and led to easy 

buckets.

Vann hit a 3-pointer on 

the game’s first possession. 

Vann connected with Trinity 

Thomas to make it 5-0 45 

seconds into the contest. 

Two Walker steals led to a 

three and a layup by Vann, 

making it 10-0 with 6:37 left. 

Ray’Onna Sterling added two 

more to the lead before Vann 

knocked down another three 

for a 15-0 lead with 5:46 

on the clock. Leah Eddards 

made it 17-0 with a layup. 

Vann dished out an assist 

to LaShantae Clay for two 

more. Kennedi Ard made a 

steal that led to a layup by 

Kiera Fountain for a 21-0 

advantage. Arionna Patterson 

scored the next three on a 

field goal and she split from 

the free-throw line. Fountain 

capped off the run with a 

three.

It was 27-0 with 2:47 to go. 

Walker led 33-1 after the 

first quarter.

“I think we’re starting to 

play our best basketball of 

the year,” Arnold said. "We 

played ourselves into shape. 

At the beginning of the year, 

a lot of the stuff that was bad 

was just a lack of being in 

shape. I think as the season 

went on, we got in shape be-

cause we really didn’t do any 

preseason conditioning. We 

just kind of played ourselves 

into shape. I think it’s paying 

dividends. We’re a little fresh-

er now, but we’re in shape 

now. We didn’t really pound 

on our bodies in preseason. 

We just kind of stayed healthy 

and fresh and it’s starting to 

pay dividends now.”

Arnold said that you see 

they’re fresh at the end of the 

year and we’re starting to play 

a little better.

Walker held East Ascension 

without a field goal for the 

first 8:52 of the contest until 

Jeanaiah Ratliff hit a bucket 

that made it 35-3.

That was the last points 

that Walker allowed for the 

next 18:30.

During that time period, 

the Lady Cats went on a 47-0 

run and were up 82-3. 

The run ended when Kya 

Adams was good on a shot 

with 4:38 left in the fourth 

quarter.

Kennedi Ard posted 16 

points that included two 

threes.

Eddards recorded 12 with 

half of them coming from 

behind the arc.

Logan Cookmeyer regis-

tered eight.

Patterson, Fountain and 

Kadyn Green all tallied seven. 

Fountain and Green were 

good on a three each.

Clay put up six.

Thomas contributed four.

Sterling chipped in with 

two.

Ratliff posted four for East 

Ascension.

Brielle Betts scored three 

points on a three.

Adams had two.

Aaliyah Taylor added one.

Walker went to 31-0 with a 

77-14 victory over Live Oak 

in a District 5-5A contest that 

was held on Feb. 2 at home.

Sterling led the Lady Cats 

with 14 points that included 

two 3-pointers.

Ard posted 10 and she 

made two threes.

Vann had nine and she hit 

a three.

Eddards put up eight that 

included a three.

Cookmeyer scored seven 

and made a 3-pointer.

Fountain and Trinity 

Thomas both had six. Foun-

tain made a three.

Patterson tallied five.

Clay contributed four.

Kailey Bennett and Payton 

Childress both had three. 

Childress made a 3-pointer.

Kadyn Green added two.

Maddie Brister topped Live 

Oak with seven points.

Di’Miaya Dunn had four.

Haleigh Cushingberry 

added three.

Walker had a 30-8 lead 

after the first quarter and 

upped the advantage to 50-8 

at the break after outscoring 

Live Oak, 20-0, in the second 

period.

Walker’s next game is Feb. 

9 against Denham Springs 

on the road, while Live Oak 

plays at home against St. 

Amant on Feb. 8.

CHRIS KINKAID | THE NEWS

Walker's La'Shantae Clay brings the ball up the court in last week's game against East Ascension.

ALBANY WENT 1-1 LAST WEEK
BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

Albany defeated Amite, 56-54, in a District 

7-3A road game that came down to the wire 

on Jan. 30.

The Hornets were up one late in the fourth 

quarter and Amite had the ball, but commit-

ted an offensive foul.

Albany’s Tarvorian Hart was fouled. He 

made both free throws to put the Hornets up 

by three with 6.3 seconds left.

Albany fouled with 1.3 to go and Albany 

coach Chris Beckman said that Amite made 

the first, but missed the second intentionally. 

Trenton grabbed the rebound to secure the 

win.

Martin and Hart tied for the team lead with 

14 points.

Seth Hoffman-Olmo and D’Ashley Dona-

hue both posted nine.

Luke Tynes and Aidan Casteel registered 

five each.

Albany was topped by Pine, 44-38, in Dis-

trict 7-2A action on Friday.

Martin led the Hornets with 13 points.

Hoffman-Olmo posted 10.

Donahue recorded six.

Hart put up four.

Casteel had three.

Meyers added two.

Albany led 8-7 after the first quarter, but 

trailed 21-19 at halftime. Albany was out-

scored 10-9 in the third period and 13-10 in 

the fourth in the loss.

Albany’s next game takes place on Feb. 9 

against Jewel Sumner in a home game.

LIVE OAK TOPPED TWICE LAST WEEK

BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

Live Oak was defeated by 

Central of Baton Rouge, 62-

39, in a road game that was 

held on Jan. 29.

Nate Casher, Clayton Ray, 

Traven Barnes and Hayden 

Ray were the top scores for 

the Eagles, all with six points. 

Ray made a 3-pointer.

Landyn Hebert posted five 

that included a three.

Jordan Magee and Cam-

eron Ivy both posted three 

with both players making a 

3-pointer.

Marcel Foster and M.J. 

Washington both had two.

Live Oak trailed 13-8 after 

one and 35-17 at halftime. It 

was 47-24 after three.

Live Oak was victorious 

over Ascension Catholic, 

72-54, in a home contest that 

was held on the final day of 

January.

Casher scored 18 points to 

lead the Eagles that included 

three 3-pointers.

Ivy posted 14 and he also 

made three threes.

Hayden Ray recorded 10.

Barnes and Washington 

posted eight and Washington 

was good on a pair of threes.

Clayton Ray tallied seven 

that included a three.

Hebert had four and made 

a 3-pointer.

Magee contributed three 

on a three.

Live Oak trailed 10-9 after 

the first quarter, but took the 

lead at halftime 29-24. The 

Eagles outscored Ascension 

Catholic, 43-30, in the second 

half on their way to the 

victory.

Live Oak topped Helix 

Mentorship Academy, 59-55, 

in a road game that took 

place on Feb. 1.

Washington paced the 

Eagles with 15 points.

Clayton Ray was just one 

behind with 14 that included 

three 3-pointers.

Hayden Ray posted 10.

Casher recorded six.

Foster registered four.

Cayden Jones and Cam-

eron Ivy both had three and 

both players made a three.

Magee and Traven Barnes 

both chipped in with two.

Live Oak trailed 15-9 

after the first quarter and 

trimmed the deficit to 32-28 

by halftime. The Eagles went 

up 44-40 through three after 

outscoring Mentorship, 16-8, 

before the teams played an 

even final period at 15-15.

Live Oak is back in action 

on Feb. 9 against St. Amant 

on the road.

DENHAM SPRINGS WENT 2-0 IN 
GAMES HELD ON JAN. 30, FEB. 1 

BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

Denham Springs defeated St. Amant, 68-54, 

in District 5-5A action on the road.

Raegan White and Taylor Smith both post-

ed 19 points to lead the Lady Jackets. White 

made five 3-pointers, while Smith was good 

on three.

Prai Nelson recorded 13.

Julissa Cabrera tallied 10.

Jadyn Vaughn posted three on a three.

Olivia Slack and Kennedi Lindsey both 

added two.

Denham Springs led 32-18 after the first 

quarter and built it to 44-25 by halftime.

Denham Springs captured a 59-26 District 

5-5A victory over East Asension in their home 

game on Feb. 1.

Nelson led the way with 18 points for the 

Lady Jackets.

Taylor Smith recorded 12 with half of them 

coming from 3-point range.

White posted nine and made a three.

Lindsey tallied eight.

Slack and Cabrera both added six.

Denham Springs led 21-7 after the first 

quarter and 31-10 at halftime.

Denham Springs’ next game is Feb. 9 

against Walker at home to cap off the regular 

season.

CHRIS KINKAID | THE NEWS

Denham Springs' Taylor Smith attempts a 

shot in a game this season.
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SHERIFF SALES

FSHS MOVES TO 3-0 

DUE TO FORFEIT 

LAST WEEK
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Though not through the conventional competition, the 

French Settlement’s Bowling Team moved to 3-0 for regular 

season play after McKinley dropped out for the season.

To keep students eligible for playoffs and the singles division, 

FSHS continued on with their match as normal. This was an 

opportunity for some fresh faces on the roster to have some 

official scores logged on the standings sheets.

Olivia Williford, Aubree Hunt, Ben Harger, and Liam 

Trawick all made their varsity debut.

Cain Dempster bowled his season high of 185. 

Though Claire Fennell did not bowl yesterday, her average 

for the season made it to the top 7 list for girls competing in co-

ed with her 102 average. Bradley Boekene made the same list in 

the 5th place position with her 108 average.

So far this season, the Lions have only surrendered six points 

this season with their over all points for the season holding at 

75-6. 

French Settlement continued making some significant gains 

in their first season. They received another victory on the road 

on Feb. 1, at All-Star Lanes. They faced off against a veteran 

Glen Oaks High School and came out ahead 20-7.

During game 1, Harger and Bradley Bergeron surrendered 

one point each, but Bradley Boeneke, Byron Baxter, Cain 

Demster and Aiden Planchard all won their matchups gaining 

4 points for the Lions. Dempster had the high score for round 

1 with a 182. Pinfall for the game left the Lions ahead by 140 

pins at 773-633.

Game 2 brought some more consistent scores with the Lion's 

averages. Claire Fennell was substituted in for Harger and came 

in strong with a 119 but fell to Glen Oaks' Christopher Jackson 

by only 15 pins. The Lions surrendered only two points during 

game 2 and kept a tremendous lead of 190 pins over Glen 

Oaks. Pinfall for Game 2 was 793-603.

The Lions surrendered only three points during game 3. 

Glen Oaks was able to settle in and gain on the Lions with a 

gap of only 26 pins by the end of the game. Paige Fennell was 

substituted for Boeneke for her fourth match appearance this 

season. 

Baxter and Planchard were able to bring in six points for the 

Lions, winning all three of their pairings during the series.

The final score was 20-7 in favor of the Lions with a final 

pinfall of 2,227-1,871.

Top Averages for The Day:

Planchard: 153

Dempster: 162

FSHS currently sat at 4-0 at presstime during their inaugural 

season in LHSAA bowling.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

a state or federal cap on these types of costs, e.g., a state cap of 2% on certain pass-through funds, 

the cap shall not be exceeded.   
 

The Livingston Parish Utility Fund is an Enterprise Fund Type because of fees for service. A 

budget is not required on Enterprise Fund Types.   
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this ordinance shall become effective upon adoption 

by the Livingston Parish Council and signature of the Parish President and all previous ordinances 

or resolution in conflict with said ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that copies of this budget be available for public inspection 

in the office of the Livingston Parish Council. 

 
\s\ John Wascom  

\s\ Sandy C. Teal   

\s\ Randy Delatte    

The following ordinance, which was previously introduced in written form required for adoption 

at a regular meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday, January 11, 2024 a summary thereof 

having been published in the official journal together with a notice of public hearing which was 

held in accordance with said public notice was brought up for final passage Thursday, January 25, 

2024 on Motion of Billy Taylor and seconded by Joseph “Joe” Erdey: 

 

L.P. ORDINANCE NO. 24-01 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 2024 BUDGET OF THE LIVINGSTON 

PARISH PRESIDENT-COUNCIL, RELATIVE TO THE GENERAL FUND, 

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS, DEBT SERVICE FUNDS AND CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT FUNDS. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Livingston Parish Council, governing authority of Livingston 

Parish, State of Louisiana, convened  in legal session, that the 2024 budget for the fiscal year 

beginning January 1, 2024, and ending December 31, 2024, of the Livingston Parish President-

Council, is hereby adopted by title as if set out herein in full as follows: 
 

SECTION 1. The detailed estimate of revenues for the General Fund, Special Revenue Funds, 

Debt Service Funds and Capital Improvement Funds for the fiscal year beginning 

January 1, 2024 and ending December 31, 2024, are hereby adopted to serve as an 

Operating Budget of Revenues for the President-Council during the same respective 

period. 
 

SECTION 2.  The estimates of expenditures by department for the General Fund, Special Revenue 

Funds, Debt Service Funds and Capital Improvement Funds the fiscal year 

beginning January 1, 2024 and ending December 31, 2024, are hereby adopted to 

serve as a budget of Expenditures for the President-Council during the same 

respective period. 
 

SECTION 3. The adoption of the budget of expenditures be and the same is hereby declared to 

operate as an appropriation of the amount herein set forth within the terms of the 

budget classifications. 
 

SECTION 4. Amounts are available for expenditures only to the extent included within the 2024 

budget. 
 

SECTION 5.  Any adjustment made to the budget during the fiscal year should adhere to regulation 

set forth in Section 5-04 of the Livingston Parish Home Rule Charter. 
 

SECTION 6.  Capital Improvement Funds budgets unexpended appropriations are carried over to 

the next fiscal year until the project is completed or abandoned or five (5) fiscal 

years end from the inception of the original budget for the project. 
 

SECTION 7. The Parish Council may from time to time authorize grant applications, additional 

borrowings and or bonded debt for the Livingston Parish Government.  These funds, 

estimated at more or less one dollar, are hereby included within the operating budget 

in the appropriate funds. 
 

SECTION 8.  Amounts encumbered at year end are hereby rolled over to the next fiscal year. 
 

SECTION 9.  Whereas the general administrative offices of the parish provide oversight, financial 

controls, and other necessary services for the various funds identified in the parish’s 

budget and administered by the parish; 
 

Whereas, these funds could not function without someone providing these services such as 

banking, accounts payables, payroll, purchasing, reporting, grants management, etc.; 
 

Whereas, administrative controls provide assurances of compliance with federal, state, and 

parish laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations; 
 

Whereas, all of the above constitute necessary costs of administering the parish funds; 
 

Therefore, the parish shall develop an administrative fund as a special revenue fund to 

capture these costs and bill a fair administrative fee to these funds for the services provided.     
 

For grants which prohibit the inclusion of various costs, such as an elected official’s salary and 

benefits, these costs shall be excluded from the necessary costs for that grant. For those grants with 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this moratorium does not apply to an amendment to 

an application for a preliminary plat submitted before the effective date of this ordinance. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Livingston Parish Council that this ordinance shall 

allow for the Council to grant waivers from this MORATORIUM to accept an application for any 

projects that have special circumstances in support of the Master Plan and the protection of the 

health, safety and welfare of the community; 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Livingston Parish Council, governing authority 

of the Parish of Livingston, that if any provision of this ordinance is held invalid, such invalidity 

shall not affect other provisions, items, or applications of this ordinance, which can be given effect 

without the invalid provisions, or application, and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby declared severable. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Livingston Parish Council that all ordinances or 

parts of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed. 

 
The effective date of this ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 

 

 

Upon being submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 
 

YEAS: MR. MANGUS, MR. GOFF, MR. WATTS, MR. WASCOM, MR. ERDEY, 

MR. CHAVERS, MR. COATES, MR. TAYLOR  
 

NAYS: NONE 
  

ABSENT: MS. SANDEFUR 
 

ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

And the ordinance was declared adopted on the day of January 25, 2024.  
     

 

\s\ John Wascom 
John Wascom, Council Chairman 

ATTEST: 

\s\ Sandy C. Teal   
Sandy C. Teal, Council Clerk 

\s\ Randy Delatte    
Randy Delatte, Parish President 

The following ordinance which was previously introduced in written form required for adoption 

at a regular meeting of the Livingston Parish Council on January 11, 2024 a summary thereof 

having been published in the Official Journal together with a notice of public hearing which was 

held in accordance with said public notice, was brought up for final passage January 25, 2024 on 

Motion of Joseph “Joe” Erdey and seconded by Billy Taylor:  

 

L.P. ORDINANCE NO. 24-02 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE EXTENSION OF A ONE 

HUNDRED AND  SIXTY (160) DAY PARISH-WIDE MORATORIUM THAT 

WAS PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ON AUGUST 24, 2023, BEING L.P. 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-30, BY EXTENDING SAID MORATORIUM FOR AN 

ADDITIONAL TWELVE (12) MONTHS THAT WILL PROHIBIT THE STAGE 

I PRE-LIMINARY MEETING OF ANY APPLICATIONS FOR A 

PRELIMINARY PLAT FOR A SUBDIVISION WITH IMPROVEMENTS, A 

SUBDIVISION WITHOUT IMPROVEMENTS AND MULTI-FAMILY 

DEVELOPMENTS OR UNTIL THE ADOPTION OF AN UPDATED ZONING 

ORDINANCE (WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST).  

 

WHEREAS, on August 24, 2023, the Livingston Parish Council, as the governing body 

of the Parish of Livingston, adopted an ordinance establishing a Parishwide moratorium 

prohibiting the Stage I Pre-liminary Meeting of any applications for a preliminary plat for a 

subdivision with improvements, a subdivision without improvements and Multi-Family 

Developments for a period of one hundred sixty (160) days or until the adoption of an updated 

zoning ordinance, whichever occurs first; and 

 

WHEREAS, the one hundred sixty (160) day moratorium will be expiring on January  31, 

2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish Council now desires to extend this moratorium for an 

additional twelve month (12) months or until zoning is fully implemented; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish Council has determined that this moratorium will allow 

additional time needed for their contracted planning professionals and legal advisors to review and 

provide recommendations on development regulations in the Parish of Livingston; and  

 

WHEREAS, the population of the Parish of Livingston is increasing and new 

developments are significantly impacting infrastructure, drainage, and sewer systems in 

Livingston Parish; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish Council has ascertained that this is a serious concern 

with potential impacts that may pose a threat to the health, safety and general welfare of the Parish 

and therefore should be given due consideration and analysis; and 

 

WHEREAS, this moratorium will continue to not affect the issuance of individual 

building permits for constructing residential single family structures, buildings and/or sheds; 

and  

WHEREAS, in addition to the above, this moratorium shall not affect property being 

developed for nonresidential uses. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS THAT THERE IS HEREBY ENACTED AN 

EXTENSION OF THE PARISH-WIDE MORATORIUM prohibiting the Stage I Pre-liminary 

Meeting of any applications for a preliminary plat for a subdivision with improvements, a 

subdivision without improvements and Multi-Family Developments for a period of twelve (12) 

months or until the adoption of an updated zoning ordinance, whichever occurs first. 

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this moratorium will not affect the issuance of 

individual building permits for constructing residential single family structures, buildings 

and/or sheds.  

 

 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this moratorium shall not apply to property 

being developed for nonresidential uses. 
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12. Introduction of Ordinance: One (1) year moratorium prohibiting the consideration or 

submittal of Preliminary Plats for Residential Developments in Council District 5, 

creating more than three (3) lots to allow the adoption of a comprehensive new zoning 

program and development on plans for infrastructure to accommodate anticipated 

growth – Erin Sandefur 

13. Adopt a resolution to authorize a waiver to subdivide in a named subdivision, “Simms 

Road Estates,” for Jacquline Smith, located on Simms Road in Denham Springs, La 

70726 in Council District 2 – Ryan Chavers – (Agenda item requested by McLin Taylor) 

14. Adopt a resolution to receive quarterly reports from all appointed Parish Boards and 

Commissions including attendance, budget report, overview of interactions with the 

public, duties, plans, and needs – Erin Sandefur 

15. Adopt resolution to add two (2) additional members to the Ward 2 Water District board, 

per Act 144 of the 2021 Louisiana Regular Legislative Session, from seven (7) members 

to nine (9) members allowing each Council District to have representation – Erin 

Sandefur 

16. Adopt resolution to add one (1) additional member to the Master Plan Review 

Committee from nine (9) members to ten (10) members allowing each Council District to 

have representation – Ryan Chavers 

17. Adopt resolution to authorize a waiver of Section “125-176, “Definitions” to allow a third 

address on a two (2) acre tract for Roberta Faye located on 32741 LA Hwy 441 (Parcel 

#0142190) in Council District 9 – Joseph Erdey 

18. Adopt a resolution to take “Guitreau Lane” in Council District 6 out of the Parish 

Maintenance System – John Mangus 

19. Discussion of Recreation District No. 7 – Lonnie Watts 

20. Adopt resolution to add the following roads to the Priority Road List for consideration: 

a.Bastille Drive – Erin Sandefur, Council District 5 

b.Beauregard Avenue – Erin Sandefur, Council District 5  

21. Board (re)appointment(s)/Resignation(s): 

a. Recreation District No. 1 – Ricky Goff 

b. Fire Protection District No. 4 – Ricky Goff 

c. Planning and Zoning Commission – Lonnie Watts 

d. Waterway Commission – Dean Coates, John Mangus 

e. Master Plan Review Committee – Billy Taylor 

f. Livingston Parish Airport District – Dean Coates 

g. Livingston Parish Sewer District – Ryan Chavers 

22. Committee Report(s):     

a. Finance committee 

Livingston Parish Council 

20355 Government Boulevard, Livingston, Louisiana 70754 

Livingston Parish Council Chambers 

Regular Meeting – Thursday, February 8, 2024  

6:00 p.m. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Invocation – Billy Taylor 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Roll Call 

5. Cell phones - Please mute or turn off 

6. PUBLIC INPUT - Anyone wishing to address agenda items 

7. Presentations: 

a. Recognition of Michelle Temple, Gray’s Army Foundation Secretary/Treasurer – 

Billy Taylor 

b. Adopt a resolution of support to establish the placement of Automated External 

Defibrillators (AEDs) in recreational parks throughout the Parish of Livingston and 

encourage all recreational coaches to become certified in cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation (CPR) – Billy Taylor 

c. Introduction of David Bennett, President and CEO of the Livingston Economic 

Development Council 

d. Glen Duncan, Designer, LA State Flag: Presentation of history and remarks on the 

design of the Official State Flag – John Wascom 

8. Livingston Parish Presidents Office: 

a. Adopt a resolution to proclaim March as Flood Awareness Month 

b. Adopt a resolution of support and endorsement of the “Homes for Every Local 

Protector, Educator, and Responder (“HELPER”) Act”, a bipartisan federal bill to aid 

Parish police, firefighters, emergency medical technicians (EMTs) and teachers 

c. Adopt a resolution to support Tangipahoa Parish President Robby Miller in his 

Candidacy for 2nd Vice President of the Police Jury Association of Louisiana 

Executive Board 

d. Approval of Department Head(s): 

i. Department of Public Works: Robert Dugas 

ii. Livingston Parish Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness: 

Chris Anderson 

9. Adopt the Minutes for:  

a. January 11, 2024 regular meeting of the Livingston Parish Council 

b. January 25, 2024 regular meeting of the Livingston Parish Council 

10. Grants Department: 

a. Adopt a resolution authorizing the final acceptance of the contract with Barriere 

Construction Co., LLC, as complete for the Livingston Parish Dunn Road 

Improvement Project through the Louisiana Department of Transportation and 

Development (State Project #H.011827) 

b. Adopt a resolution for the submission of an application applying for the 2023-2024 

LGAP application to remove and replace kennel fencing and to construct an awning 

for loading and off-loading animals at the Livingston Parish Animal Shelter 

c. Adopt a resolution to authorize the submission of an application for a Community 

Water Enrichment Fund (CWEF) 2023-2024 state grant to be used for the 

rehabilitation, the improvements and construction projects for community water 

systems 

11. Adopt a resolution giving authorization to the Parish President to collect proposals for a 

professional planner to be used for the fulfillment of zoning in the Parish of Livingston – 

Ricky Goff 

proposal from them.  I have not gotten it to you yet, so I certainly wouldn't want to take any action 

on it tonight.  I want to thank everybody who has worked so hard trying to get all this information 

done.  We are looking forward to mapping a road map forward to see how we can make our district 

better in all kinds of ways. Whether it's in compensation or whether it's organizational efficiency.  I 

think we will have something in February that the individual board members can look at.  I would like 

to thank the people here at my office who have put in so much work on this.  It will be a great thing 

for this Parish moving forward.  I did also provide you with a list of dates coming up.  I would like to 

remind everybody we are out of school on Monday.  We have notified our schools about special 

procedures to prepare for the weather next week.  With that, I'd like to turn the meeting back over 

to President Link. 

15. Adjourn 

Motion was made and duly seconded to adjourn the meeting. 

Motion made by: Mr. Bradley Harris 

Motion seconded by: Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:33 PM. 

16. ADDENDUM:  Discussion and action on naming a "Professional of Record", for the Walker High 

School Turf project 

Addendum items #16 and #17 were moved after item #11. 

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to appoint Simpson Sports Engineering LLC as a “Professional 

of Record” for the Walker High School Turf project. 

Motion made by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Cecil Harris 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

17. ADDENDUM:  Discussion and action on Authority to advertise for bids and granting tax-exempt 

status for the Walker High School Turf project 

Addendum items #16 and #17 were moved after item #11. 

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to grant the Superintendent authority to advertise for bids and 

to grant tax-exempt status for the Walker High School Turf project. 

Motion made by: Ms. Katelyn Cockerham 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

 

         /s/ Alan Joe Murphy                      /s/ Stephen Link   
           Alan Joe Murphy, Superintendent                               Stephen Link, President  

Motion was made and duly seconded to approve Change Order No. 004 for the Live Oak High 

School S.T.E.M. Building. 

 

Motion made by: Ms. Stacy Robinson 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

11. Discussion and action on Substantial Completion for the French Settlement High School Baseball 

Field Improvements 

Motion was made and duly seconded to approve the Substantial Completion for the French 

Settlement High School Baseball Field Improvements. 

Motion made by: Dr. Ronald McMorris 

Motion seconded by: Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

12. Discussion and action on the Superintendent's recommendation for the following positions: 

A. Substitute Assistant Principal at Maurepas School 

Upon the recommendation from the Superintendent, a motion was made and duly seconded 

to approve the Performance-based contract for Charles Brad Neal, Substitute Assistant 

Principal, at Maurepas School, with a Performance-based contract from January 3, 2024 - 

June 7, 2024.   

Motion made by: Dr. Ronald McMorris 

Motion seconded by: Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

B. Substitute Supervisor of Middle School Instruction and ELL 

Upon the recommendation from the Superintendent, a motion was made and duly seconded 

to approve the Performance-based contract for Carolyn Wilkinson, Substitute Supervisor of 

Middle School Instruction and ELL at the Central Office, with a Performance-based contract 

from January 16, 2024 - June 30, 2024. 

Motion made by: Ms. Katelyn Cockerham 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

13. Approval of monthly financial report, update on audit findings, payment of invoices and district 

supplements 

Motion was made and duly seconded to approve the monthly financial report, update on audit 

findings, payment of invoices and district supplements. 

Motion made by: Mr. Bradley Harris 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Cecil Harris 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

14. Superintendent’s comments 

Board Members, I entered a lot of information on Simbli regarding our ongoing partnership with 

Lean Frog to do a Compensation Study and an Organizational Review Study.  I tried to give you 

some information as to how that is going, where we are at and a possible timeline moving forward.  I 

also put pending additional consideration for a proposal from them.  Late today I received that 

following LSBA Code of Conduct: 

 

• Represent the constituents, parents and students of the district which I serve, while remembering 

that my overarching concern must be the educational welfare of all of the students of the District. 

 

• Respect and uphold the laws and Constitution of the United States, the State of Louisiana, and the 

policies adopted by the School Board. 

 

• Respect and treat with professionalism and courtesy my fellow School Board members, 

the Superintendent, staff, educators, parents and students of the District. 

 

• Maintain decorum and professionalism in my communications with and about my fellow School 

Board members, the Superintendent, staff, educators, parents and students of the District, no matter 

the forum. 

 

• Recognize that my authority is that of a member of the School Board, acting through the process 

of the School Board, and that I do not have, nor will I attempt to exert, any authority, as an 

individual, over the Superintendent, staff, educators, parents or students of the District. 

 

• Respect and adhere to the decisions of the School Board, while retaining the right to respectfully 

seek reconsideration of decisions with which I, individually, disagree. 

 

• Guide and direct the concerns, complaints and questions of constituents, parents and students to 

the Superintendent for consideration and action, in accordance with School Board policy. 

 

• Conduct my personal and professional life in a manner befitting an elected representative of the 

people and in accordance with the laws of the United States and State of Louisiana. 

 

• Refrain from using the position as an elected School Board member to pursue personal financial 

gain or aggrandizement. 

 

• Make a concerted effort to attend the meetings of the School Board to which I am called and be 

prepared to discuss and deliberate on the matters that are scheduled to be before me. 

 

• Respect and maintain the confidentiality of information to which I may become privy, in 

accordance with State and Federal laws and the fiduciary obligation that I owe to the District. 

 

• Affiliate with the Louisiana School Board Association and avail myself of the continuing education 

opportunities offered toward meeting my obligations for annual continuing education as provided by 

law. 

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to adopt the LSBA Code of Conduct for Louisiana School 

Board Members. 

Motion made by: Ms. Katelyn Cockerham 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

10. Discussion and action on approval of Change Order No. 004 for the Live Oak High School S.T.E.M. 

Building 

Tonya Busch, Gasaway Gasaway Bankston Architects, presented on behalf of Chris Bankston and 

requested the approval of Change Order No. 004 for the Live Oak High School S.T.E.M. Building. 

The Contract Sum will be increased by this Change Order in the amount of $134,575.00. 

 

Unanimously Approved 

8. Discussion and action on adoption of 2023 School Board Member Training Resolution and 

Recognition of School Board Members by LSBA 

Superintendent Alan "Joe" Murphy read the Resolution into the record: 

 

School Board Member Training Resolution 

 

WHEREAS, each member of a city and parish school board shall receive a minimum of six hours of 

training and instruction, as required by ACT 705 of the 2011 Louisiana Legislature; and 

 

WHEREAS, this training and instruction shall consist of school laws of this state, laws governing the 

powers, duties, and responsibilities of city and parish school boards, educational trends, research, 

and policy; and 

 

WHEREAS, such instruction may be received from an institution of higher education in this state, 

from instruction sponsored by the State Department of Education, or by an in-service training 

program conducted by a city or parish school board central office or the Louisiana School Boards 

Association, or training provided at the national level; and 

 

WHEREAS, each member of a city and parish board shall receive one hour of ethics training, per 

year, of their tenure as a board member; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that it become public record that Brad Sharp, Kellee 

Dickerson, William “Jeff” Frizell, Bradley Harris, Jeffery Cox, Katelyn Cockerham, Ronald McMorris, 

Stephen Link, and Cecil Harris, members of the Livingston Parish School Board, have successfully 

received and exceeded the six hours of required training as mandated by the Legislature of Louisiana 

and all board members have fulfilled the mandate of one hour of ethics training for the year 2023. 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 

I, the undersigned Superintendent of Livingston Parish Public Schools, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true copy of a resolution adopted at its regular School Board meeting this 

11th day of January, 2024. 

 

________________________________________  

Alan “Joe” Murphy, Superintendent 

Livingston Parish Public Schools 

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to adopt the 2023 School Board Member Training Resolution 

and Recognition of School Board Members by the Louisiana School Board Association (LSBA). 

  

Motion made by: Mr. Brad Sharp 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Bradley Harris 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

9. Discussion and action on adoption of LSBA Code of Conduct for Louisiana School Board Members 

Superintendent Alan "Joe" Murphy read the LSBA Code of Conduct for Louisiana School Board 

Members into the record: 

 

LOUISIANA SCHOOL BOARD ASSOCIATION CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

As a member of the Livingston Parish School Board, I will endeavor to meet and adhere to the 

 

SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH in Livingston Parish. I urge all citizens 

to join me in recognizing the dedication and hard work of our school board members 

and in working with them to mold an education system that meets the needs of both 

today’s and tomorrow’s children. 

 

IN OFFICIAL RECOGNITION WHEREOF, I hereby affix my signature this 11th 

day of January, 2024. 

_______________________________________________ 

Alan “Joe” Murphy, Superintendent 

Livingston Parish School Board 

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to adopt the Resolution recognizing and proclaiming the month 

of January 2024 as Louisiana School Board Recognition Month. 

Motion made by: Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Brad Sharp 

Voting: 

The task order is being requested to add the remaining consultant work on the prior disasters that 

ICF was handling prior to the July 1, 2023 Contract. This was not captured in the language of the 

July 2023 contract.  

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to adopt Amendment No. 1 to ICF Consultant contract. 

Motion made by: Mr. Bradley Harris 

Motion seconded by: Ms. Katelyn Cockerham 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

7. Discussion and action on adoption of Resolution recognizing and proclaiming the month of January 

2024 as Louisiana School Board Recognition Month 

Superintendent Alan "Joe" Murphy read the Resolution into the record: 

 

WHEREAS, the mission of the Livingston Parish School Board is to meet the diverse 

educational needs of all children and to empower them to become competent, 

productive contributors to a democratic society and an ever-changing world; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish School Board members are committed to children 

and believe that all children can be successful learners and that the best education is 

tailored to the individual needs of the child; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish School Board members work closely with parents, 

educational professionals, and other community members to create the educational 

vision we want for our students; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish School Board members are responsible for 

ensuring the structure that provides a solid foundation for our school system; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish School Board members are strong advocates for 

public education and are responsible for communicating the needs of the school 

district to the public and the public’s expectations to the district; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Alan “Joe” Murphy, Superintendent, along with all our 

employees, students and citizens, do hereby declare my appreciation to the 

members of the Livingston Parish School Board and proclaim January 2024 as: 

 

Motion made by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Motion seconded by: Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

5. Election of Board Officers for 2024, President and Vice-President 

Nominations were opened to elect a President.  A nomination was made for Mr. Stephen Link to 

serve as President.  There were no other nominations for President, so nominations were closed.  

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to nominate Mr. Stephen Link to serve as President of the 

Livingston Parish School Board for the year 2024.   

 

Motion made by: Dr. Ronald McMorris 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Bradley Harris 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

 

Nominations were opened to elect a Vice-President.  A nomination was made for Mr. William “Jeff” 

Frizell to serve as Vice-President.  There were no other nominations for Vice-President, so 

nominations were closed.   

 

Motion was made and duly seconded to nominate Mr. William "Jeff" Frizell to serve as Vice-

President of the Livingston Parish School Board for the year 2024. 

Motion made by: Dr. Ronald McMorris 

Motion seconded by: Mr. Cecil Harris 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

 

Attendees  

 

Voting Members 

 

Mr. Brad Sharp, District 1 

Ms. Stacy Robinson, District 2 

Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell, District 3, Vice-President (2024) 

Mr. Bradley Harris, District 4 

Mr. Cecil Harris, District 5 

Mr. Jeffery Cox, District 6 

Ms. Katelyn Cockerham, District 7 

Dr. Ronald McMorris, District 8 

Mr. Stephen Link, District 9, President (2024) 

 

Absent Members 

None 

 

6. Discussion and action on Amendment No. 1 to ICF Consultant contract 

In June 2023, Livingston Parish School Board conducted a RFP for a prepositioned contract for 

Consulting and Representation Services-Disaster Recovery. The board approved ICF Incorporation 

for the Consultant. ICF was our prior selected consultant and has handled multiple disasters on 

behalf of Livingston Parish Public Schools. 

 

 

 

Regular Board Meeting 

01/11/2024 05:00 PM 

School Board Office 
13909 Florida Blvd 

Livingston, LA 70754 
 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

The regular meeting of the Livingston Parish School Board will be held at the School Board Office, 13909 

Florida Blvd., Livingston, Louisiana, on THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2024, at FIVE O’CLOCK PM for the 

following purposes and to take whatever actions necessary.  The meeting may be viewed online 

at https://www.youtube.com/@lppsboardmeetings5531/streams 

Attendees 

 

Voting Members 

Mr. Brad Sharp, District 1 

Mr. William 'Jeff' Frizell, District 3,  

Mr. Bradley Harris, District 4 

Mr. Cecil Harris, District 5, President (2023) 

Mr. Jeffery Cox, District 6, Vice-President (2023) 

Ms. Katelyn Cockerham, District 7 

Dr. Ronald McMorris, District 8 

Mr. Stephen Link, District 9,  

 

Absent Members 

Vacant Seat, District 2 

 

1. Call to Order 

The Board Meeting was called to order by President Cecil Harris 

2. Approval of the minutes of the School Board meeting held on December 7, 2023 

Motion was made and duly seconded to approve the minutes of the School Board meeting held on 

December 7, 2023. 

Motion made by: Mr. Bradley Harris 

Motion seconded by: Mr.  Stephen Link 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

3. Consider and approve the declaration of a vacancy for the District 2 board seat 

Motion was made and duly seconded to accept the resignation of Board Member Kellee Hennessy 

Dickerson for the Live Oak District 2 board seat. 

Motion made by: Mr. Jeffery Cox 

Motion seconded by: Ms. Katelyn Cockerham 

Voting: 

Unanimously Approved 

4. Consider and approve the appointment of a replacement board member for the District 2 board 

seat 

Motion was made and duly seconded to accept Board Member Jeff Cox's nomination of Stacy 

Robinson as interim School Board Member in District 2, until a special election is held.    

The following ordinance which was previously introduced in written form required for adoption at a regular 

meeting of the Livingston Parish Council on January 11, 2024, a summary thereof having been published 

in the Official Journal together with a notice of public hearing which was held in accordance with said 

public notice, was brought up for final passage on January 25, 2024 on Motion of Billy Taylor and seconded 

by John Mangus: 
 

L.P. ORDINANCE 23-53 
 

MAP SHOWING THE SURVEY OF & REVOCATION OF THE  WESTERN MOST 20' 

OF A 60' PRIVATE ALL PURPOSE SERVITUDE ON LOTS A-1, A-2, B-1 & B-2 

LOCATED IN SECTION 43, TOWNSHIP 9 SOUTH – RANGE 4 EAST, GREENSBURG 

LAND DISTRICT, VILLAGE OF FRENCH SETTLEMENT, LIVINGSTON PARISH, 

LOUISIANA, FOR MICHAEL MEADES BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED 

HEREIN: 
 

WHEREAS, BY THE OFFICIAL PLAT of MAP SHOWING THE SURVEY OF & 

REVOCATION OF THE  WESTERN MOST 20' OF A 60' PRIVATE ALL PURPOSE 

SERVITUDE ON LOTS A-1, A-2, B-1 & B-2 LOCATED IN SECTION 43, TOWNSHIP 9 

SOUTH – RANGE 4 EAST, GREENSBURG LAND DISTRICT, VILLAGE OF FRENCH 

SETTLEMENT, LIVINGSTON PARISH, LOUISIANA, FOR MICHAEL MEADES 

BEING MORE PARTICULARLY SHOWN ON THE ATTACHED PLAT.  
 

 

by Seth J. Mosby, PLS of BEI Surveying, LLC, dated June 28, 2023, recorded as Plat Book Entry 

______________ in the office of the Clerk and Recorder for the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana, 

attached hereto and made a part hereof by reference.  
 

 WHEREAS, a petition has been addressed to the Livingston Parish President-Council by Michael 

Meades, who is the owner of that the western most twenty (20’) of a sixty (60’) all-purpose servitude 

located on Lots A-1, A-2, B-1 & B-2 located on Aiden Lane, French Settlement, La located in 

Section 43, T9S-R4E, Greensburg Land District, Livingston Parish, Louisiana. 
 

************** 

 WHEREAS, the Livingston Parish President-Council is of the opinion that that the western most 

twenty (20’) of a sixty (60’) all-purpose servitude located on Lots A-1, A-2, B-1 & B-2 located on Aiden 

Lane, French Settlement, La located in Section 43, T9S-R4E, Greensburg Land District, Livingston Parish, 

La as described above is not needed for public purposes. 
 

 BE IT ORDERED by the Livingston Parish President-Council, acting in accordance with R.S. 

48:701, that the western most twenty (20’) of a sixty (60’) all-purpose servitude located on Lots A-1, A-2, 

B-1 & B-2 located on Aiden Lane, French Settlement, La located in Section 43, T9S-R4E, Greensburg 

Land District, Livingston Parish, La being more particularly shown on the attached plat is hereby revoked 

and set aside. 
 

 The effective date of this ordinance shall be as prescribed by law. 
 

Upon being subjected to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 
 

YEAS: MR. MANGUS, MR. GOFF, MR. WATTS, MR. ERDEY, MR. CHAVERS, 

MR. COATES, MR. TAYLOR 
 

NAYS:  NONE 
 

ABSENT: MS. SANDEFUR 
 

ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

And the ordinance was declared adopted on the 25th day of January, 2024.     

____________________________ 

\s\ John Wascom 
        John Wascom, Council Chairman 

ATTEST: 

 

\s\ Sandy C. Teal   
Sandy C. Teal, Council Clerk 

\s\ Randy Delatte    
Randy Delatte, Parish President 

 

The above and foregoing addition to the Code of the Parish of Livingston has been read in full, 

section by section, and was thereupon submitted to a vote; the vote thereon was as follows: 

YEAS: MR. MANGUS, MR. GOFF, MR. WATTS, MR. WASCOM, MR. ERDEY, 

MR. CHAVERS, MR. COATES, MR. TAYLOR  
 

NAYS: NONE 
  

ABSENT: MS. SANDEFUR 
 

ABSTAIN: NONE 
 

And the ordinance was declared adopted as amended on the 25th day of January 2024.  

 
\s\ John Wascom  

        John Wascom, Council Chairman 

ATTEST: 

 

\s\ Sandy C. Teal   
Sandy C. Teal, Council Clerk 
 

 

\s\ Randy Delatte    
Randy Delatte, Parish President 
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Office of Engineering  

PO Box 94245 | Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9245 

ph: 225-379-1234 | fx: 225-379-1851 

Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development | 1201 Capitol Access Road | Baton Rouge, LA  70802 | 225-379-1200 

An Equal Opportunity Employer | A Drug-Free Workplace | Agency of Louisiana.gov | dotd.la.gov 

                Jeff Landry, Governor 

             Joe Donahue, Secretary 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A series of Public Hearings will be held in accordance with LA R.S. 48:231 and conducted by the Joint Transportation, Highways and 

Public Works Committee.  Below is a list of the times and places where the hearings will be held.  The purpose of the hearings is to review 

highway construction priorities for the state fiscal year 2024-2025.  A copy of the Preliminary Program for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 will be 

available for review on February 2, 2024 by interested persons at the LADOTD Headquarters Building, 1201 Capitol Access Road, Room 

200U, Baton Rouge, LA 70802 or online at  

http://www.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Multimodal/Transportation_Planning/Highway_Priority/Pages/default.aspx 
 

All interested persons are invited for the purpose of becoming fully acquainted with the proposed program and will be afforded an 

opportunity to express their views in person.  Oral testimony may be supplemented by presenting important facts and documentation in 

writing.  Comments may also be provided at the link above.  All interested parties will be able to listen to the meeting by ZOOM.  The 

ZOOM information will be posted at the link above.  Written statements and comments can be handed to the committee conducting the 

hearing or mailed to the following address, postmarked within 45 calendar days following the final hearing: 
 

JOINT TRANSPORTATION, HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

C/O LA DOTD (SECTION 85) 

P.O. BOX 94245 

BATON ROUGE, LA 70804-9245 
 

Should anyone requiring special assistance due to a disability wish to participate in this public hearing, please contact LADOTD  

(Attn: Ms. Mary Elliott) by mail at the address above or by telephone at (225) 379-1218 at least five days prior to the date of the  

public hearing.   
 

LEGISLATIVE PUBLIC HEARINGS 

FOR THE HIGHWAY PRIORITY CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM (2024-2025) 
 

    Date & Time DOTD  

District 

                     Parishes               Location 

February 6, 2024 

10:00 am 

58 

 

Caldwell, Catahoula, Concordia, Franklin, 

LaSalle, Tensas 

Franklin Media Center 

7293 Prairie Road, Winnsboro 

February 6, 2024  

2:00 pm 

05 E. Carroll, Jackson, Lincoln, Madison, 

Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland, Union,  

W. Carroll 

Monroe Civic Center  

Fort Miro-Madison Room  

401 Lea Joyner Expressway, Monroe 

February 7, 2024  

8:30 am 

04 Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Claiborne, 

Desoto, Red River, Webster 

LA Tech at Bossier Parish Community College 

Building H - Moran Room 

6220 E Texas St, Bossier City 

February 7, 2024  

2:30 pm 

08 

 

Avoyelles, Grant, Natchitoches, Rapides, 

Sabine, Vernon, Winn 

Pineville City Hall 

Council Meeting Room   

910 Main Street, Pineville 

February 8, 2024  

9:00 am 

07 

 

Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, 

Jeff Davis 

Calcasieu Parish Police Jury  

Council Chambers 

1015 Pithon St,  Lake Charles 

February 8, 2024  

1:30 pm 

03 

 

Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette,   

St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, Vermilion 

Lafayette Consolidated Government  

City Hall Council Chambers 

705 W University Ave, Lafayette 

February 15, 2024  

9:30 am 

02 

 

Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, 

Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, 

Terrebonne 

NO Regional Transportation Mgmt. Ctr.  

Conference Room A/B 

#10 Veterans Blvd, New Orleans  

February 15, 2024  

2:30 pm 
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Livingston, St. Helena, St. John the Baptist, 

St. Tammany, Tangipahoa, Washington 

St. Tammany Parish Council Chambers 

21490 Koop Drive, Mandeville   

February 16, 2024  

9:00 am 
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Ascension, Assumption, E. Baton Rouge, 

E. Feliciana, Iberville, Pointe Coupee,  

St. James, W. Baton Rouge, W. Feliciana 

State Capitol Basement,  

House Committee Room 6,  

Baton Rouge 
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NOTICE OF CHANGE OF POLLING 

PLACE(S) 

PRECINCTS 5C and 28B 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, in accordance with R.S. 18:534, et. seq., 

that the Livingston Parish Council, by vote of the majority during a regular 

meeting held on November 30, 2023, at which a meeting quorum was present, 

merged the Voting Precincts 5C and to 40A and Precincts 28A to 28B, whereupon 

creating and re-numbering Precincts 28A and 28B to Precinct 28; upon the 

annual canvass of the voter registration rolls to verify residential addresses of all 

voters as required by state law and pursuant to recommendation of the Livingston 

Parish Registrar of Voters being located as follows: 

 Precinct 5C:      Precinct 28B: 

 Levi Milton School     Southside Elementary School 

 31450 Walker North Road     26535 LA Highway 16, Suite A 

 Walker, LA 70785     Denham Springs, LA 70726 

 MERGED TO     MERGED TO 
  

 Precinct 40A:     Precinct 28: 

 Freshwater Elementary School   Southside Elementary School 

 1025 Cockerham Road    26535 LA Highway 16, Suite A 

 Denham Springs, LA 70726   Denham Springs, LA 70726 

 BE IT THEREFORE ORDAINED that Precinct 28A and Precinct 28B will 

hereby be merged to be known as Precinct 28 located at Southside Elementary 

School, 26535 LA Highway 16, Suite A, Denham Springs, LA 70726. 

NOTICE of this CHANGE OF POLLING PLACE(S) is given herein.  A 

copy of the resolution implementing this change, can be obtained from the 

Livingston Parish Council Office, located in the Governmental Building, 20355 

Government Boulevard, Livingston, LA  70754, or by calling (225)686-3027. 

/s/  Sandy C. Teal  
Sandy C. Teal, Council Clerk 

Livingston Parish Council 

    James T. Wascom                                                                                                                 9760 Florida Blvd 

          Fire Chief                                                                                                                 Walker, Louisiana 70785 

Phone (225) 664-7123                                                                                                                     

  Fax (225) 664-6660                                                                                                           http://www.lpfpd4.com 

     

     

BIDS WANTED 

Notice is hereby given that Livingston Parish Fire Protection District No. 4 is seeking bids for Self-contained 

Breathing Apparatus Equipment. Sealed bids will be accepted until 9:00 AM. Thursday, February 15, 2024 for 

the following: 

• Twenty-Five (25) – MSA G1 4500 psi Air Packs with Adjustable Swivel Lumber, Threaded, Extend 

Aire, Voice Amp., Telemetry, and Rechargeable Battery. 
• Fifty (50) – MSA G1 4500 psi H45-LP Threaded Cylinder  
• Twenty-Five (25) – MSA G1 Facepiece with 4-Piece Harness and Neck Strap 
• Twenty-Five (25) – Spare Rechargeable Battery (one per unit) 
• Four (4) – 6 Bank Charging Station for G1 Batteries 
• Forty-Nine (49) – Allegro Safety Full Mask Bag 
• Any delivery or setup fees shall be included in the initial bid 

Detailed specifications and instructions may be obtained from the Livingston Parish Fire Protection District No. 

4 headquarters located at 9760 Florida Blvd, Walker, LA 70785, Monday-Thursday 7:00 AM. - 5:00 PM. Bids 

will be opened at 9:00 AM. Thursday, February 15, 2024 at Livingston Parish Fire Protection District No. 4 

headquarters. 

Livingston Parish Fire Protection District No. 4 reserves the right to reject any and/or all bids. 

Summary of Public Notice: 

Project Owner:   Arbours at Walker, LLC 

Project Name:    Arbours at Walker 

Project Address:   29101 Block of Walker South Rd, Walker, Livingston Parish, Louisiana 

70785 

Total Units:  Approximately 96 Unit Multifamily Apartment Housing for Families (1, 2, and 3 

Bedrooms) 

The project owner is pleased to propose the new construction of Arbours at Walker. The 

development is classified as a multifamily, family housing development and will have an 

estimated 96 units which will be garden style apartments with 18, one-bedroom units, 48, two-

bedroom units and 30 three-bedroom units. Arbours at Walker will market to families earning 

wages at or below 80% of the area median income. The development will consist of a 

community facility and supportive services which will be available for the tenants. The applicant 

is applying for a reservation of 4% LIHTC’s and CDBG-DR funds from the Louisiana Housing 

Corporation and Office of Community Development. 

The total estimated development cost is $29,350,000. The development will be funded with 

private financing and equity proceeds from the sale of Low-Income Housing Tax Credits and 

other financing provided as follows (amounts are estimated): 

Permanent Financing   $   3,800,000.00 

LIHTC Equity    $   9,800,000.00 

CDBG Equity    $ 15,750,000.00 

Deferred Developer Fee  $                -0- 

Total sources of funds   $ 29,350,000.00        

NOTE: Please contact Sam Johnston at sam@arbourvalley.com (205) 981-3300 for any 

questions regarding this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE 

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE LIVINGSTON MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 
20550 CIRCLE DRIVE, LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA, ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 08, 2024 
AT 5:45 P.M. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE HEARING WILL BE TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING: 

 An Ordinance providing for the incurring of debt and issuance of not to exceed One 
Million Dollars ($1,000,000) aggregate principal amount of Town of Livingston, State of 
Louisiana UKlity Systems Revenue Bonds, in one or more series (the “Bonds”), prescribing the 
form, terms and condiKons of the Bonds and the security therefor; designaKng the date, 
denominaKon and place of payment of such Bonds; providing for the payment of such Bonds 
in principal and interest; approving the sale of such Bonds; and providing for other maQers 
with respect to the Bonds. 

THE ABOVE ORDINANCES WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR ADOPTION AT THE REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN TO BE HELD THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 08, 2024, 6:00 P.M. 

Copy of the Ordinances can be picked up at the Livingston Municipal Building 
Monday – Thursday 7:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

PUBLISH:    02/01/2024 AND 02/08/2024 

Denham Springs City Council will hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of a proposed 

ordinance and further provide with respect thereto described more specifically as follows: 

ORDINANCE  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 1.02 OF ARTICLE ONE OF THE DENHAM SPRINGS 
ZONING COMMISSION ORDINANCE OF 1990, AS AMENDED, CITY ORDINANCE NO. 1001 
BY ADDING THERETO, PARAGRAPH 195, C-3 COMMERCIAL TO R-3 RESIDENTIAL, LOT 
3, LOCATED IN SECTION 37, T7S-R3E, G.L.D., CITY OF DENHAM SPRINGS, LIVINGSTON 
PARISH, LOUISIANA. (RZ-449) 314 Tate Rd). 
              

        Gerard Landry, Mayor 

         City of Denham Springs 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

At 6:00 p.m., on March 12, 2024 at City Hall, 116 N. Range Ave., Denham Springs, LA, the 

Denham Springs City Council will hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of a proposed 

  

CITY OF DENHAM SPRINGS

PUBLIC NOTICE 

RZ-449 

Pursuant to provisions of R.S. 33.112 et seq., of the Louisiana Statutes, a Public Hearing on a 

Rezoning request from C-3 Commercial to R-3 Residential for the purpose of a Multi-tenant 

development on Lot# 3 located in Section 37, T7S-R3E, G.L.D, City of Denham Springs, 

Livingston Parish, Louisiana (RZ-449). Requested by Alaykumar Patel. [314 Tate Rd] 

Said Public Hearing will be held in the Court Room of the City Hall Building, 116 N. Range 

Avenue, Denham Springs, Louisiana at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 11, 2024. 

DENHAM SPRINGS PLANNING COMMISSION 

FRED BANKS, CHAIRMAN 

The LACPC and the City of Walker seek bids on: One (1) or more, new 6" trailable 

pumps, best-in-class, and suitable for both sewage and clean water applications.  The 

pumps must be dry-primed and powered with a known-brand diesel engine capable of 

producing up to 1750 USGPM. The desired specs are: Godwin 6" NC 150S Dri-Prime 

Open Pump; Flygt N-Technology; Flow up to 1770 GPM; Automatic Priming from 

28'; FST for Remote Monitoring; Isuzu 4LE2X FT4 Diesel; Trailer Mounted.  Equal 

pumps with substantially equal specifications will be considered.  

The City of Walker will make the final selection of the machine for purchase.  The 

LACPC Municipal Joint Commission may offer additional Pumps of the same brand/

model and price (or equivalent specifications) to its members and affiliated local govern-

ments as joint or piggyback purchases.  Both the LACPC and the City of Walker reserve 

the right to cancel this solicitation at any time or to reject all offers. 

Proposers must be able to deliver the machine within a reasonable timeframe. Proposals 

will be accepted electronically only and are due by 2:00 pm on February 16, 2024.  

Proposals will be submitted electronically only through https://lamats.eauctionser-

vices.com. Unless waived, final pricing where one or more proposed machines meet the 

required specification will be established through a reverse auction process under La RS 

38:2217.  

The RFP and bid information and specifications are available by registering at https://

lamats.eauctionsevices.com and downloading same. The RFP/Bid Electronic Admin-

istrator is Paul Holmes, LACPC Contracts Administrator, 6767 Perkins Rd., Baton 

Rouge, LA 70808, (225) 678- 6107 (Bus. Cell), lacpc@lamats.net. The City of Walker 

purchasing agent is Tim Daigle, 225-400-7483.

This RFP is not a “lowest price wins” bid. The supplier will be a responsible contractor/

distributor judged the most capable of delivering a Crack Sealing Machine as specified, 

premanufactured in a quality, workmanship manner, within the most reasonable 

timeframe as defined in the RFP Documents.  Proposals are to be submitted in the 

format required, including any pricing and specification forms included, along with any 

other documentation that must be signed. Proposers must register at https://lamats.

eauctionservices.com (an EASiBUY Bid Platform) to access the full RFP specifications 

and to submit proposals electronically.

 All notification to vendors, including addendums and changes, will be by email to the 

vendor's registered representative's email address. Electronic Administration of this Re-

quest for Proposals is provided by the LACPC Cooperative Joint Commission, https://

lacpcjointcommission.org. The specifications provided herein represent the type, 

capacity and quality of the machine being sought, and are not exclusive.  Where more 

than one vendor's offered machine can be accepted, the LACPC reserves its right to 

conduct additional best and/final price bids through a scheduled reverse auction process. 

For joint use or piggyback purchases, the LACPC reserves the right to established tiered 

awards based on the availability or delivery timeframes at time of order by the LACPC. 

The LACPC anticipates its members and affiliates requiring up to 6 additional machines 

of like capacity over the 2024 Calendar Year.  The LACPC seeks to negotiate a one-year 

supply contract for the ordering and the delivery of same. 

The winning vendor is required to pay an electronic administrative fee of 1.5% of the 

total sales price upon delivery of the initial machine. The fee for additional joint use or 

piggyback sales, if any, will be negotiated. Any price offering must take into account the 

payment of this fee. The Administrative Fee is paid to:  LaMATS, as Administrator of 

the LACPC, 6767 Perkins Rd, Baton Rouge, LA 70808.

TOWN OF LIVINGSTON PUBLIC AWARENSS NOTICE FOR NATURAL GAS CUSTOMERS 

The Town of Livingston owns and operates a natural gas distribu6on system in the town.   The gas system 
consists of and underground network of pipelines throughout the town and unincorporated areas adjacent 
to the town limits.  The purpose of the gas system is to provide a reliable and safe economical source of 
energy for hea6ng purposes to the homes and businesses adjacent to the underground gas pipelines.  The 
pipeline system has the capacity to reliably deliver natural gas to the customers. 

The hazards of natural gas are it is odorless, colorless, tasteless, lighter than air, and can ignite and/or 
explode with tremendous force when mixed with the right amount of air. 

Preven6on measures taken include: 

• Adding odorant to the gas to give it that dis6nc6ve smell, similar to roDen eggs, to warn us 
of its presence 

• Tes6ng the odorant level each calendar quarter 

• Performing annual gas leakage surveys 

• Conduc6ng periodic pipeline patrols 

The following are signs that may indicate a gas leak: 

• A hissing or roaring sound (caused by escaping gas) 

• A patch of dead or discolored vegeta6on in an otherwise green seIng along a pipeline 
route 

• Blowing dirt, grass, or leaves near a pipeline 

• Con6nuous bubbling in wet, flooded areas 

• A gas smell similar to roDen eggs 

Anyone who may smell this odor or no6ce any unusual condi6ons on or near gas mains, vents, service 
lines, meter sets, or especially inside of a building should call the Town of Livingston immediately.  If you 
smell a strong gas odor inside a building, no6fy everyone in the building to leave.  Do not operate any 
switches or use the phone.  Go a safe distance away upwind of the gas smell and call the Town of 
Livingston. 

Pipeline markers are maintained to inform the public of the gas line loca6on.  State and federal laws 
require excavators to no6fy LA One- Call two full working days before digging.  If any excava6on is planned 
you must no6fy LA One- Call which will no6fy the Town to locate the gas lines.  The Town of Livingston 
maintains memberships on the LA One –Call program. 

To obtain addi6onal informa6on or report gas related issues call the Town of Livingston at 225-686-7153 
(24 hours).  The LA One-Call Center phone number is 811.  This informa6on and the pipeline signs are 
provided ad public awareness and damage preven6on awareness no6ces. 

 

I, the undersigned Secretary of the Board of Commissioners of Fire Protection District No. 5 of the Parish 
of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the “Governing Authority”), acting as the governing authority of Fire Protection 
District No. 5 of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana, do hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true 
and correct copy of a Resolution adopted by the Governing Authority on January 25, 2024, ordering and calling a 
special election to be held in Fire Protection District No. 10 of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the 
“District”) on Saturday, April 27, 2024, for the purpose of authorizing the renewal of a 11.1 mill tax on assessed 
valuation of all property subject to taxation in the District, for a period of ten (10) years for the purpose of 
purchasing fire trucks and other fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring and constructing buildings to be used to 
house fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring, maintaining, operating and developing the District’s fire protection 
facilities and equipment (including first response emergency vehicle services); and further making application to the 
State Bond Commission for consent and authorization to hold the aforesaid election; and further providing for other 
matters in connection therewith. 

I further certify that this Resolution has not been amended or rescinded. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my official signature of said Governing Authority on this, the 
25th day of January, 2024. 

/s/ Tracy North      
       Tracy North, Secretary 

The special election will be held in accordance with the applicable provisions of Chapter 5 and Chapter 6-A 
of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended, and other constitutional and statutory authority as 
applicable thereto, and the officers appointed to hold the election, or such substitutes therefor as may be selected and 
designated in compliance with law, will make due returns thereof to the District, and NOTICE IS HEREBY 
FURTHER GIVEN that the Governing Authority will meet on Thursday, May 30, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at 30928 
Highway 441, Holden, Louisiana, and will then and there, in open and public session, proceed to examine and 
canvass the returns and declare the result of the special election. All registered voters residing in the District are 
entitled to vote at the special election and voting machines will be used in connection therewith. 

THUS DONE AND SIGNED at Holden, Louisiana, on this, the 25th of January, 2024. 

/s/ Brian Berthelot     
Brian Berthelot, President 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 
PARISH OF LIVINGSTON 

/s/ Tracy North     /s/ Brian Berthelot      
Tracy North, Secretary    Brian Berthelot, President 

EXHIBIT A 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION 

Pursuant to the provisions of a Resolution adopted on January 25, 2024, by the Board of Commissioners of 
Fire Protection District No. 10 of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the “Governing Authority”), acting as 
the governing authority of Fire Protection District No. 10 of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the 
“District”), NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special election will be held in the District on SATURDAY, APRIL 
27, 2024, and that at said election there will be submitted to all registered voters of the District, qualified in and 
entitled to vote at said election under the Constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana and the Constitution of the 
United States, the following Proposition, to wit: 

PROPOSITION 
(RENEWAL) 

Shall Fire Protection District No. 10 of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the 
“District”), renew the levy and collection of a special tax of eleven and one tenth mills (11.1) on 
all the property subject to taxation in the District (an estimated $167,000 reasonably expected at 
this time to be collected from the levy of the tax for an entire year), for a period of ten (10) years, 
beginning with the year 2025 and ending with the year 2034, for the purpose of purchasing fire 
trucks and other fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring and constructing buildings to be used to 
house fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring, maintaining, operating and developing the 
District’s fire protection facilities and equipment (including first response emergency vehicle 
services)? 

The special election will be held in at the following polling places situated in the District, and which polls 
will open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. on SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2024, in compliance with the provisions of 
Section 541 of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (La. R.S. 18:541). The 
Commissioners-in-Charge and the Commissioners authorized to be selected by the Parish Board of Election 
Supervisors at the special election on SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2024, are hereby designated as the Commissioners-
in-Charge and the Commissioners to serve at the following described polling places designated for this election, to-
wit: 

The polling places set forth above and situated in the District, be and the same are hereby designated as the 
polling places at which to hold the special election, and the Commissioners-in-Charge and Commissioners, 
respectively, shall be those persons designated according to law. 

A portion of the monies collected from the Tax shall be remitted to certain State and statewide retirement 
systems in accordance with the provisions of Subtitle 1 of Title 11 of Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as 
amended (La. R.S. 11:82). 

In accordance with La. R.S. 18:1285(A)(1)(a)(v), the estimated cost of holding the election will be 
$16,300.00. 

WARD/PRECINCT   PRECINCT LOCATION

00/06 (PART OF) N Corbin Elementary School, 32645 N Corbin Road, Walker

00/06A (PART OF) N Livingston Voting Precinct, 32511 La Hwy 63, Livingston

00/06B (PART OF) N Livingston Voting Precinct, 32511 La Hwy 63, Livingston

00/08B (PART OF) Doyle Elementary School, 29285 S Range Road, Livingston

00/09 (PART OF) Fire District No. 11 Station, 33815 La Hwy 43, Independence

00/10 (PART OF) Holden High School, 30120 La Hwy 441, Holden

3. Canvass of Election Returns.  This Governing Authority will meet on Thursday, May 30, 2024 at 
6:00 p.m. at 30928 Highway 441, Holden, Louisiana, and will then and there in open and public session 
proceed to examine and canvass the official election returns and declare the results of the said Election, 
pursuant to Section 1292 of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended. 

4. Polling Places; Commissioners.  The polling places set forth in the attached Notice of Special 
Election, and situated within the corporate limits of the District, be and the same are hereby designated as 
the polling places at which the Election will be held. Pursuant to the provisions of La. R.S. 18:1286(B), the 
Commissioners-in-Charge and the Commissioners authorized to be selected by the Board of Election 
Supervisors to serve at the Election on SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2024, are hereby designated as the 
Commissioners-in-Charge and Commissioners to serve at the polling places designated for this Election. 

5. Designation of Commissioners and Commissioners-in-Charge.  As required in La. R.S. 
18:1286(B), the officers designated to serve as Commissioners in Charge and Commissioners pursuant to 
Section 4 hereof, will hold the Election as herein provided solely in compliance with the provisions of Parts 
II and V of the Election Code, as amended, and will make due returns of said Election in accordance with 
the aforesaid provisions of the Election Code.  The compensation of said officers be and the same is hereby 
fixed at the sum prescribed by law. All registered voters in each precinct and residing in the District are 
entitled to vote at the Election. 

6. Authorization of President.  The President of the Governing Authority be and he is hereby 
empowered, authorized and directed to arrange for and to furnish the election officers, in ample time for the 
holding of said Election, all equipment, forms and other items which may be required in order to hold said 
Election.  The President of the Governing Authority is further authorized, empowered and directed to take 
any and all further action required by State and/or Federal law to arrange for the Election. 

7. Furnishing Election Call.  In accordance with La. R.S. 18:1285(B)(1), certified copies of this 
Resolution will be forwarded promptly to the Secretary of State, the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio 
Custodian of Voting Machines in and for the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana and the Registrar of 
Voters in and for said Parish, as notification of the call for the Election in order that each may prepare for 
said Election and perform their respective functions as required by law.   

8. Estimated Collections.   Pursuant to La. R.S. 18:1284(C), an estimated $167,000.00 is reasonably 
anticipated at this time to be collected from the levy of the Tax for an entire year. 

9. Application to State Bond Commission.  Application be and the same is hereby formally made to 
the State Bond Commission for consent and authorization to hold the special proposition Election in the 
District, as previously specified herein, said Election to be held within the District on Saturday, April 27, 
2024, and in the event the aforesaid proposition is carried for consent and authorization to levy and collect 
the Tax provided for by said proposition in the amount, for the purpose and for the number of years herein 
specified; and that a certified copy of this Resolution will be forwarded to the State Bond Commission on 
behalf of the Governing Authority, together with a letter requesting the prompt consideration and approval 
of such application. 

10. Approval of Parish Council. Pursuant to Section 1415 of Title 33 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes of 1950, as amended, application is hereby formally authorized to be made for the approval of the 
Parish Council of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana, as the governing authority of the Parish of 
Livingston, State of Louisiana. 

11. Additional Notice Requirement. This Governing Authority made the announcement with respect to 
this Resolution required by La. R.S. 42:19.1, at its public meeting on Thursday, December 28, 2023 and 
published said announcement in the official journal on Thursday, January 4 2024. Such announcement was 
also transmitted via email to State Senators and Representatives on Tuesday, January 2, 2024. 

This Resolution having been submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 
YEAS: Charles Gill, Brian Berthelot, Jason Hodges  
NAYS:  None  
ABSENT: Ritchie Neal  

And the Resolution was declared adopted on this, the 25th day of January, 2024. 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 10 OF THE PARISH OF LIVINGSTON, STATE OF LOUISIANA 

The following Resolution was offered by Charles Gill and seconded by Brian Berthelot: 

RESOLUTION 

A Resolution ordering and calling a special election to be held in Fire Protection District No. 10 of 
the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the “District”) on Saturday, April 27, 2024, for the 
purpose of authorizing the renewal of a 11.1 mill tax on assessed valuation of all property subject 
to taxation in the District, for a period of ten (10) years for the purpose of purchasing fire trucks 
and other fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring and constructing buildings to be used to house 
fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring, maintaining, operating and developing the District’s 
fire protection facilities and equipment (including first response emergency vehicle services); and 
further making application to the State Bond Commission for consent and authorization to hold 
the aforesaid election; and further providing for other matters in connection therewith. 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Fire Protection District No. 10 of the Parish of Livingston, 
State of Louisiana (the “Governing Authority”), acting as the governing authority of Fire Protection District No. 10 
of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the “District”), desires to order and call a special election to be held 
in the District on Saturday, April 27, 2024, to authorize the renewal of the levy and collection of a 11.1 mill ad 
valorem tax for a period of ten (10) years, beginning with the year 2025 and ending with the year 2034, for the 
purpose of purchasing fire trucks and other fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring and constructing buildings to 
be used to house fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring, maintaining, operating and developing the District’s fire 
protection facilities and equipment (including first response emergency vehicle services) (the “Tax”); and 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Authority, that: 

1. Election Call.  Subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission and under the authority 
conferred by Article VI, Sections 30 and 32 of the Constitution of the State of Louisiana of 1974, as 
amended (the “Constitution”), La. R.S. 40:1501 and the applicable provisions of Chapter 6 and Chapter 6-A 
of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (the “Election Code”), particularly 
Chapters 5 and 6A thereof, and by other constitutional and statutory authority supplemental thereto, a 
special proposition election (the “Election”) is hereby called and ordered to be held in the District on 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 2024, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. in compliance with the 
provisions of Section 541 of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (La. R.S. 
18:541), and that at the Election there will be submitted to all registered voters residing in the District, 
qualified and entitled to vote at the Election under the Constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana and 
the Constitution of the United States, the following proposition, to wit: 

PROPOSITION 
(RENEWAL) 

Shall Fire Protection District No. 10 of the Parish of Livingston, State of Louisiana (the 
“District”), renew the levy and collection of a special tax of eleven and one tenth mills (11.1) on 
all the property subject to taxation in the District (an estimated $167,000 reasonably expected at 
this time to be collected from the levy of the tax for an entire year), for a period of ten (10) years, 
beginning with the year 2025 and ending with the year 2034, for the purpose of purchasing fire 
trucks and other fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring and constructing buildings to be used to 
house fire fighting equipment, and for acquiring, maintaining, operating and developing the 
District’s fire protection facilities and equipment (including first response emergency vehicle 
services)? 

2. Publication of Notice of Special Election.  Pursuant to La. R.S. 18:1285, a Notice of Special 
Election concerning the Election will be published in the Livingston Parish News, a newspaper of general 
circulation within the District, and is the official journal of the District, once a week for four (4) 
consecutive weeks, with the first publication to be made not less than fortyfive (45) days nor more than 
ninety (90) days prior to the date fixed for the Election, which notice will be substantially in accordance 
with the Notice of Special Election annexed hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference, to 
the same extent as if it were set forth in full. 

 OFFICIAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed proposals for:            
 WALKER HIGH SCHOOL 

FOOTBALL FIELD TURF & BASE REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
 Walker, Louisiana  

will be received and opened at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, March 5, 2024, in the offices of LIVINGSTON PARISH 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, located on 13909 Florida Blvd., Livingston, Louisiana.  Bids will be addressed to 
LIVINGSTON PARISH PUBLIC SCHOOLS and will be publicly opened and read at the time and date above 
mentioned. 

The successful Bidder will be required to enter into a contract with the above Owner and to furnish all the 
materials, perform all of the work, supervise, coordinate, administrate and be responsible for the work.   

A cashier's or certified check, payable without recourse to LIVINGSTON PARISH PUBLIC SCHOOLS or 
acceptable surety proposal bond in an amount not less than 5% and of the largest possible bid must 
accompany each bid as a guarantee that if awarded the contract, the bidder will promptly enter into a contract 
and execute bonds in forms as outlined in the Specifications.  A performance and payment bonds in an 
amount of 100% of the contract will be required to be furnished by the successful bidder, and all costs in 
connection with such bonds shall be paid by the successful bidder. 
    
Complete Bidding Documents are available in electronic form. They may be obtained from Letterman’s 
Online Plan Room at www.lettermans.com or Central Bidding at www.centralauctionhouse.com. Electronic 
copies can be downloaded at no cost to the Contractor. Printed copies are not available from the office of the 
Engineer, however, arrangements can be made to obtain them from Letterman’s Blue Print and Supply Co. or 
Central Auction House. Plan holders are responsible for their own reproduction costs. Questions about this 
procedure may be directed to Letterman’s Blue Print and Supply Co., 4726 Government Street, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70806; phone: 225-925-2663 or Central Auction House, LTD, 11103 Park Place Drive, Baton Rouge, LA 
70818; phone: 225-810-4814. 

Prospective Bidders are cautioned that the failure to obtain Bid Documents from the Engineer as set forth 
above or notify the Engineer of an intention to Bid could prevent the Prospective Bidder from receiving 
additional information, updates or addenda that may be issued concerning bidding on this Project. 

Electronic Bidding Documents may be procured by contacting Simpson Sports Engineering, LLC via email at 
dsimpson@simpsonsportseng.com or via phone (225) 235-9638. 

Electronic bids may be submitted online at www.centralauctionhouse.com. 

The Contractor shall certify that he is licensed under R.S. 37:2150-2192 and show his license number and 
contract name on the bid envelope.   

A Mandatory Pre-Bid Conference will be held at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, February 27, 2024, at the project site, 
9677 Florida Blvd., Walker, LA 70785. 

    

a. Finance committee 

b. Ordinance committee 

23. District Attorney’s Report: 

24. Adjourn  

 Sandy C. Teal, Council clerk  

 Livingston Parish Council 

Published on the Livingston Parish Council website at livingstonparishcouncil.com and posted 

at the Livingston Parish Governmental Building on Thursday, February 1, 2024. 

The Council conducts its meeting in the Council Chambers located in the Governmental 

Building, 20355 Government Boulevard, Livingston, Louisiana. All meetings of the Council 

and its committees are open to the public with the provisions of general state law. 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance, please 

contact Sandy Teal, Council clerk at the Livingston Parish Council Office at (225) 686-3027 or 

1-866-686-3027, describing the assistance that is necessary.



FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Lady Hornets 

improved to 3-0 On Jan. 29 

after their matchup against St 

Amant (2-1) at Tangi Lanes.

Game 1, Albany put up a 

926 to St Amant’s 892. 

With the lead of only 34 

pins, the Lady Hornets dug 

their heels down and rolled 

a huge 1,089 - second game 

pinfall to St Amant’s 1,007 

game, giving the Lady Hor-

nets a 114-pin lead. 

Game 3, saw Albany take 

their foot off the gas a bit, 

putting up a final game of 

942 for a total of 2957. St 

Amant finished game 3 with 

a pinfall of 832 for a total of 

2731. The Lady Hornets took 

the match with 20.5 points to 

St. Amant’s 6.5 points. 

Honor Scores: 

(AHS) Caroline Engeron 

234, McKinzie Novak 226, 

Victoria Hano 220, Adisyn 

Warren 190, Britney Thibo-

deaux 162.

Game one wins by Albany 

were by Thibodeaux, McK-

inzie Novak and Engeron by 

scores of 162-105, 167-166 

and 234-189.

In the second game, 

Thibodeaux, Warren, Hano, 

Novak and Engeron all won 

their games, 135-108, 164-

150, 220-195, 226-172 and 

223-194.

The final game had Albany 

win games from Thibodeaux, 

Warren, Novak and a tie by 

Engeron. 

The scores of those games were 137-110, 190-89, 173- 165 and 205-205.
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Holy Cross’ Ethan Regis. All of those were by fall. His 
next match was a fall setback to East Ascension’s Jacobi 
Clement. He then was victorious over Chalmette’s Derrick 
Bennett in an 8-6 decision, but was defeated by Regis in a 
3-2 decision.

Walker’s Kye Karcher came in fifth for the Division I 
126s.

Karcher defeated Haughton’s Warrezi Mitchell by fall 
and then Zachary’s Matt Umali in an 11-4 decision. His 
next contest was a 7-2 decision loss to Jesuit’s Jose Rincon. 
Karcher then won an 18-3 technical fall over Sulphur’s 
Taylen Nix. Karcher topped Fontainebleau’s Samuel Favaza 
in a 4-3 decision, but was topped in a 12-8 decision by 
Acadiana’s Ozias Gray.

Live Oak teammates Kolton West and Gage Kelly were 
sixth in their weight classes.

West (150) defeated Northshore’s Matthew Bentley and 
Catholic of Baton Rouge’s Leighton Evans. Both of those 
were by falls and then he won against St. Amant’s Cole 
Didier in a 10-0 major decision. His next match was a 13-4 
major decision loss to Conlan Enk. West was then defeated 
by Brother Martin’s Braden Hite.

Kelly won his first match by fall over Benton’s Kenneth 
Flores. He was then defeated by fall against Holy Cross’ 
Kohen Johnson. Kelly then won matches over Covington’s 
Juan Arenas and Destrehan’s Gideon Bowman by fall and 
a 10-6 decision before a 12-3 major decision loss to Airline’s 
Danon Walker.

In other local action starting with Walker, Colton Lanier 
(113) lost to Catholic’s Eli Vincent by fall and Airline’s 
Blake Gibson by a 21-6 technical fall.

Luis Chavez was topped by Holy Cross’ Anthony Oubre 
by fall. He then won against Acadiana’s Nathaniel Box by 
fall and Catholic of Baton Rouge’s Aiden O’Neal in a 5-2 

decision, but was topped by Brother Martin’s Matthew 

Graffagnini by fall.

Devin Nicholson (120) was defeated by Jesuit’s Bodi 

Harris by fall. He then defeated Chalmette’s Cameron 

Truong by fall and lost to St. Paul’s Luke Jones in a fall.

Toni Jarreau (132) was defeated by Catholic of Baton 

Rouge’s Kristian Scott by fall. Jarreau was then topped by 

Sawyer Soulet.

Jacob Marshall (138) was defeated by Fontainebleau’s 

Asher Wilson by fall and then by Baton Rouge’s Lucas 

Ocmond.

Jace Beckendorf (144) was topped by Jesuit’s Isaac 

Orllion by fall and Sulphur’s Jess LeBlanc.

Steven Jarreau (150) lost to Sulphur’s Alan Mills by fall 

and then he defeated Central of Baton Rouge’s Jackson 

Deason and Jackson Erwin by falls, but was defeated by 

East Ascension’s Lucas Maneckshaw in a fall.

Jeremiah Boudreaux (157) lost to Lafayette’s Aiden 

Sandoz by fall and Denham Springs’ Oren Russell in an 

18-1 technical fall.

Hunter Frederick (165) was topped by Dutchtown’s 

Kayden Roussel and Haughton’s Amos Gray by falls.

Hunter Brooks defeated Mandeville’s Alexander Mize 

by fall, but was defeated by Dutchtown’s Willia Mathis in a 

fall.  Brooks then won against Covington’s Hayden Allen in 

a fall, but was defeated by Destrehan’s Brady Napolitano in 

a 26-9 technical fall.

Draven Dixon (190) topped Central of Baton Rouge’s 

Mason Kinley by fall, but was defeated by Jacobi Clement 

by fall and Zachary’s Michael Septs by fall.

Patrick Reicks (215) lost to Catholic’s Blair Rousseau by 

fall and Mack Spears by fall.

Moving to Live Oak, Mason Cothern (106) was topped 

by Fontainebleau’s Cole Poore by fall and Hahnville’s 

Logan Rodrigue by a 17-0 technical fall.

Adam Day (113) won by fall over Lafayette’s Owen 

Bordelon, but was defeated by Airline’s Logan Olsen in 

a fall. Day then defeated Central of Baton Rouge’s Zach 

Bonano and then East Ascension’s Ian Keller by fall 

and then in a 13-2 major decision, but was topped by 

Fontainebleau’s Dustin Smith.

Blake Vellier (126) lost to Holy Cross’ Taylen Smith and 

John Ehret’s Jordan Breaux by falls.

Gavin Barton (132) came up short against Zachary’s Earl 

Anthony by fall and Destrehan’s Christopher Willett by fall.

Josiah Sejour (138) was topped by Zachary’s Cordell 

Blanks in a 16-4 major decision and St. Paul’s Baylor 

Delaune by fall.

Michel Sejour (144) was defeated by Mandeville’s Paul Le 

in an 18-16 sudden victory and Central of Baton Rouge’s 

Jackson Ellis by fall.

Nick Collier (157) lost to Jesuit’s Harris Treuting by fall. 

He defeated Scotlandville’s Kyler Conner by fall, but was 

topped by Sulphur’s Conner Butter in a 5-2 decision.

Kevin West (165) won against Central of Baton Rouge’s 

Dakota Swint and Covington’s Daultyn Houston by fall, 

but was topped by Jesuit’s Arthur Schott by fall. West was 

then defeated by Zachary’s Tyson Breda.

Juan Rodriguez (175) was defeated by Acadiana’s Landon 

Olds by fall and by Napolitano in a 13-2 major decision.

Denham Springs’ Russell was defeated by Acadiana’s 

Neimiah White in a 6-2 decision. Then he defeated  

Boudreaux, Fontainebleau’s Zachariah Foley in a medical 

forfeit and Butter in a 10-4 decision, but was defeated by 

Catholic of Baton Rouge’s Gabe Cuba by fall.

East Ascension’s Brian Cullen (175), who is a Livingston 

Parish resident,  was defeated by Olds in a 15-2 major 

decision. He then defeated Fontainebleau’s Collin Cross, 

but was defeated by Shabosko Hamilton in a 14-4 major 

decision.
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BURCH CAPTURES TITLE: THE JUNIOR WON HIS 1ST-CAREER STATE CHAMPIONSHIP LAST WEEKEND

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Jacket girls bounced back on Jan. 29 with 

a win by a final score 25-2 over Hammond at 

Tangi Lanes with a total margin of 532 total 

pins. 

The girls shot a game 2 835 which was their 

second highest effort of the young season.

Lauren London led all scorers with a 469 

(175). Alex Fontenot logged the high game of 

the day with a 182. Annie Laurence 141. Luna 

Bourque 139. Mackenzie Scanlan 121.

Jackets jumped out to an 8-0 lead and 

never really looked back, taking 7 each in the 

remaining two games.  

Denham Springs swept game one with 

Scanlan, Emily Jennings, Peyton Willard, 

Melanie Nickels, London and Fontenot all 

capturing victories by scores of 121-72, 109-

72, 131-97, 103-97, 121-101 and 150-123 

respectively. 

The final score was 735-569.

In the second game, Scanlan, Willard, Lau-

rence, London and Fontenot were victorious 

by scores of 108-80, 124-93, 109-86, 175-80 

and 182-155 for a total pinfall of 835-652.

Serenity Eli, Jennings, Laurence, London 

and Fontenot captured victories in the third 

game, 95-69, 117-80, 141-90, 173-91 and 118-

87 for a team final of 722-540.

The total pinfall was 2,292-1,781.

The Jacket boys (2-1) rebounded at Premier 

to defeat St. Amant (2-1) 20-7 on Jan. 30.

Brady Null led the team with a 675 (246 

high game), Tyler Davis 655 (267), Anthony 

Ekey 626 (234).

Cooper Bush pitched in a 200 in game 3.

The boys bowled their highest series of the 

season with a 3,438 (191 avg) including seven 

games over 200 and a game three 1,212 (204 

avg). They have improved with each match.

Game one winners for Denham Springs 

were Wyatt Wells, Bush, Ekey and Null in final 

scores of 190, 155, 163-126, 234-189 and 237-

171, respectively.

Denham Springs won the game 1,092-

1,057.

In the second game, Wells, Logan Nauman, 

Null and Davis won by scores of 187-155, 

157-146, 192-181 and 267-224 and Denham 

Springs captured a close win 1,134-1,095.

In the third game, Bush, Ekey and Null all 

captured victories by scores of 200-142, 225-

145 and 246-185 for a final score of 1,212-

1,134.

Denham Springs won total pine, 3,438-

3,286.

For St. Amant, Chase Cagnolatti shot a 700 

series 228, 224, 269 for 721, which is a 240.3 

average for the three games.

Jacket girls lost by a score of 6.5-20.5 to 

Dutchtown on Feb. 1.

Still there was some great bowling on the 

lanes by the girls. Fontenot led all scorers with 

a 448 series (163 high game). London with 

a 441 (180). Laurence 421 (197 - personal 

best). Scanlan averaged 142 today as well with 

games of 134 and 151.

The girls bowled their high game of the 

season in game one (856) and then exceeded it 

in game three (916).

Melanie Nickels and London won their 

contests in the first games by scores of 184-111 

and 180-165 respectively. Denham Springs 

was defeated 900-856.

Scanlan won in the second game, while 

Peyton Willard tied her game in scores of 134-

107 and 130-130. Denham Springs lost that 

contest 983-772.

In game three, Scanlan, Nickels and Lau-

rence all were victorious in scores of 151-108, 

143-127 and 197-162. Denham Springs was 

topped 989-916.

The total pinfall was 2,872-2,544 in favor of 

Dutchtown.

DENHAM SPRINGS ROLLS PAST HAMMOND IN BOWLING

ALBANY WENT TO 3-0 IN BOWLING IN GAMES LAST WEEK

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Live Oak hung tough against Dominican 

in a 2-0 loss at Pan American Stadium in the 

bi-district round of the Division I girls’ soccer 

state playoffs on Feb. 2.

The Lady Eagles trailed 1-0 at halftime.

Below are Live Oak’s 2023-24 seniors and 

comments about them from Lady Eagles 

coach Caroline Owen.

McKinley Crenshaw, played starting Center 

Back all 4 years and Captain for two years. 

Made all district and all parish all four years. 

Exceptional leader and team player 

Kaitlynn Allelo - starting Right/Left back 

all four years, Captain this year; tore her ACL 

during the season but was at every game 

helping lead the team from the bench. Made 

all district and all parish last year. The most 

athletic kid on the team.  Super athlete. 

Justice Richardson - primary player forward 

but is a true box to box player and can play 

anywhere on the field. Starter all four year. 

All-district and all parish all four years. Second 

highest goal scorer last year. Highest goal scor-

er this year. Excellent skill and speed.  

Tori Miranda - played right back and right 

midfield. Solid player and has played all four 

years. 

Kayleigh Monistere - only started playing 

soccer her junior year learned the game quick-

ly and became a starter on the team. Plays 

forward but mostly midfield. 

Addison Varnado - played all four years. 

Versatile player and can play any position 

but this year played mostly right back and 

midfield.

No. 23 Live Oak went 10-8-3 this season. 

No. 10 Dominican (19-6-3) plays sev-

enth-seeded Mandeville (22-5-5) in the region-

al round.

LIVE OAK TOPPED 

BY DOMINICAN IN 

POSTSEASON

LIONS' ALLISON GOES 

FOR 30 IN VICTORY
BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

French Settlement’s Max-

well Allison scored 30 points 

in an 84-69 victory Amite in 

a contest held on Jan. 29 on 

the road.

Maxwell made four 

3-pointers.

Brady Andrews and Mason 

Hill tallied 13. Hill made a 

three.

Cooper Childers put up 10.

Jackson Chewning, Jaxson 

Latimer and Trevor McMor-

ris all posted six. McMorris 

hit two threes.

French Settlement had 

a 24-21 lead after the first 

quarter. The Lions upped the 

cushion to 47-36 at halftime. 

It was 58-51 after three before 

French Settlement outscored 

Amite, 26-15, in the fourth in 

the win.

French Settlement’s Allison 

scored 22 points in a 75-67 

District 7-2A victory over St. 

Thomas Aquinas at home 

Feb. 2.

Allison made two 3-point-

ers.

McMorris posted 17. He 

made five threes.

Andrews put up 13 and he 

made a three.

Hill tallied 11.

Chewning recorded eight.

Childers and Latimer both 

added two.



BY BILLY GIBSON 

The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS - As 

the horn sounded to signal 

the end of Denham Springs’ 

4-0 shutout win against East 

Ascension Friday night, soph-

omore forward Jan Kell Arias 

fell straight to the

ground in a heap.

He was relieved to secure 

the win over No. 30 EA in the 

first round of the Division I-6 

state soccer playoffs, but he 

was also ready to seek some 

relief from his soreness. Arias 

was kicked in

the back by an opponent 

early in the first half of play, 

which slowed him down a 

step.

Then he got the wind 

knocked out of his lungs when 

he mustered enough energy 

to leap high

into the air and execute a 

spectacular acrobatic bicycle 

kick for the team’s final goal 

in the

closing minutes of the 

match.

Arias took the crossing pass 

from junior Lane Fontenot 

and then let his instincts take 

over.

“I saw the ball coming in 

high and I thought I might 

try the bike kick,” he said. “I 

just jumped up and hit it. I 

came down on my back and 

I couldn’t breathe for a while. 

I’ve done that kick a few times 

in practice. I didn’t really 

have the game I wanted to 

tonight, but we have a good 

team and we’re hoping to go 

far.”

Third-seeded Denham 

Springs marches forward 

into the second round of the 

playoffs and will

face No. 14 Hahnville at 

home. The Tigers slipped past 

No. 19 C.E. Byrd by a 2-1 

margin in the

opening round. The Yellow 

Jackets got past Hahnville 

in the playoffs two years ago 

before falling to Alexandria 

4-3 in overtime.

Coach Miller Hilliard said 

he has seen Hahnville play 

once this season and is ex-

pecting aggressive play from 

the Tigers.

“I’ve been focused on this 

game, but I’ll start breaking 

down game film tomorrow 

and come up with a game 

plan,” Hilliard said.

The Yellow Jackets played 

East Ascension three weeks 

ago and squeezed out a slim 

3-2 win in

what Hilliard described as 

“sloppy football.”

But this time around, Den-

ham Springs stif led its visitors 

with a relentless, hard-press-

ing attack

that started early in the tilt 

and was sustained throughout 

the evening. The hosts fired 

11 shots on

goal in the first half alone.

“Our shape and position-

ing were disciplined and we 

created a lot of chances from 

it. We wanted to challenge the 

goalkeeper,” Hilliard said. “It 

was far from perfect, but it 

was a good shift and

we’re trending in the right 

direction at the right time. 

When we have that much 

possession in the

attacking third, we have to 

make sure we convert those 

chances. We can’t convert if 

we don’t shoot often.”

The Yellow Jackets, with a 

season record of 14-5-2, were 

riding a six-match winning 

streak before falling to Dutch-

town, 3-1, in the final contest 

of the regular season. They 

outscored their opponents 

by a combined 19 goals to 5 

during that successful stretch. 

By contrast, the Spartans 

closed the regular season with 

four losses and a tie before 

finishing with a 1-0 win over 

Liberty.

The hosts established a 

brisk pace of play in the first 

half and attacked the visitor’s 

defense with

aggression. Freshman 

forward Eliel Sabio struck 

the right post early in the 

game just seconds after senior 

team captain Jacob Turner 

took a blistering close-range 

shot that was blocked by the 

Spartan goalkeeper.

Sabio soon found a fissure 

in EA’s defense inside two 

minutes to play in the first 

half when he

took control of the ball, 

dribbled to his left and 

squeezed a left-footed shot 

into the right corner.

The score gave DSHS a 

1-0 lead at halftime.

Senior Brandon Moore 

scored the first of his two 

goals in the eighth minute of 

the second half

when he took position on 

the left wing, gained control 

of the corner kick, and looped 

a high

arching shot into the net. 

He scored again in the 35 th 

minute when he took a pass 

from his

brother, Jordan, and placed 

it into the bottom-right por-

tion of the net.

“I never use my right foot. 

I kick with my left,” Moore 

said. “But on that first score it 

fell to my

right foot and I just curved 

it into the goal. We’ve put in a 

lot of work practicing corner 

kicks,

putting it in the far post 

and the near post.”

Turner said he senses 

strength in the team’s unity 

and cohesiveness that should 

take the Jackets deep into the 

playoffs.

“We really have an entire 

team of leaders,” he said. 

“When someone is playing 

bad, everybody steps up and 

helps provide more effort and 

lifts each other up. We just 

want to play together,

press together and fight for 

each other. That’s what we 

did tonight. The last time we 

played them we didn’t play 

our best and everybody knew 

it. So, we came in here a little 

bit angry. Hats off to

them. They’re well-

coached, well organized 

and good at defending. We 

were just able to break them 

down.”

Denham’s best defense was 

a ball control offense that kept 

the action on East Ascension’s 

side of

the field most of the eve-

ning, featuring crisp passing 

and superior one-on-one play.

“It comes down to disci-

pline and positional decision 

making,” Hilliard said. “If 

we’re not disciplined in our 

shape, it means we leave big 

gaps in our positioning. To-

night, we cut out any options 

for them in transition.”
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DENHAM SPRINGS BLANKS ACADIANA IN PLAYOFFS
BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

Denham Springs scored two goals toward the end of the first 

half and that was enough in a 4-0 victory over Acadiana in the 

bi-district round of the Division I playoffs on Feb. 1 at home.

Allie Wilkes scored the first goal off of a corner kick in the 

34th minute to make it 1-0.

Acadiana’s keeper caught it, but was over the goal line.

Chloe Bueche took the corner kick and Addison Wyatt assist-

ed on the tally.

“I knew it went in, but we kind of scared they were going to 

call it back, but then after that, we kind of hoped to get a couple 

more coming in the second half, but we didn’t finish our best, 

but it was a comfortable win,” Wilkes said.

Denham Springs spent most of the game in its offensive 

zone, but once Wilkes scored their goal, it seemed like the Lady 

Jackets started getting more quality shots.

“Sometimes it just takes a little icebreaker,” Denham Springs 

coach Jeff Klug said. “We weren’t quite as aggressive as I 

wanted to be in that first 20 or 30 minutes of taking the game 

to them. We had the ball, but we were kind of content with just 

having the ball, but I think once we kind of got that goal and 

once we got in at halftime, we were able to make that adjust-

ment and I think we were much more aggressive getting at their 

goal and creating better chances in the second half.”

Before they got in at halftime, Denham Springs added one 

more in the final minute of the first half when Julianna Wil-

liams’ shot was deflected by Acadiana’s keeper. Wyatt was there 

to put the rebound in and make it 2-0 at the break.

“Anytime you can get a second goal and kind of expand that 

lead, it just takes a little bit of pressure off and just gives you a 

little bit more confidence going into halftime and coming back 

out, knowing that if you do make a slight mistake, you’ve still 

got a little bit of cushion,” Klug said. 

And a mistake did happen five minutes into the second half, 

as an Acadiana player got 1-on-1 with Denham Springs’ keeper 

Claire Marx, but Marx forced the shot to go wide.

“Claire’s been great for us all year,” Klug said. “She’s a fan-

tastic goalkeeper and so we do have the confidence that if we do 

make a mistake that she’s there to pick us up and she was there 

tonight and forced the ball wide and made that shot push off.”

Denham Springs added two more late. Bueche tallied on a 

penalty kick that she deflected off the keeper in the 67th minute 

for a 3-0 lead.

Two minutes later, Williams netted the final goal off of a 

corner kick.

Second-seeded Denham Springs advanced to the regional 

round and faced No. 18 Barbe after press time.

 

MICHAEL BACIGALUPI | THE NEWS

Denham Springs’ Daisy Baio possesses the ball against a defender in their playoff game on Feb. 1.

YELLOW JACKETS' MOORE TALLIES 2 GOALS IN VICTORY

CANDANCE FRUGE | THE NEWS

Denham Springs' Jorden Moore attempts to get by two defenders in their playoff game on Feb. 2.
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Business 
Opportunity

Concert Promotion Company                               

Looking for Investors for Major 

Concert Events/Shows

                                Earn Profit 

within (90) Days call 225-975-

4398

Financial 
Services

Bank of Zachary

Universal Banker

Bank of Zachary is looking for 

a highly motivated individual 

to fill a Full-Time Universal 

Bankerposition. This position 

offers an exciting opportunity 

for candidates with prior teller, 

cashhandling, customers service, 

or retail sales experience who are 

interested in beginning acareer 

with opportunities for growth and 

development. Universal Bankers 

perform all Tellerduties along with 

providing support in many aspects 

of retail with a broad knowledge 

of thebank’s products and services, 

along with account opening. Must 

be customer focused withability 

to multi-task and perform as a 

team player. Stable work history 

and high school diplomaor GED 

required. 1-2 years prior/current 

banking, sales, cash handling, and/

or customerservice experience 

required. EEO/AA/M/F/VETER-

AN/DISABLED. Send all resumes 

tohr@bankofzachary.com.

Bank of Zachary

Loan Processor

Bank of Zachary is looking for 

a highly motivated individual 

to fill a full-time Loan Pro-

cessorposition. The position 

offers an exciting opportunity for 

candidates with prior banking 

and/orloan operations experience 

who are interested in a career 

with opportunities for growth 

anddevelopment. Loan Processors 

work closely with lenders to ensure 

loans close with superbcustomer 

experiences while maintaining 

bank policy and regulatory com-

pliance. The candidatemust be 

customer focused with the ability 

to multi-task and perform as a 

team player. Stablework history 

and high school diploma or GED 

required. Experience required. 3-5 

yearsprior/current banking, lend-

ing regulation and/or compliance.

EEO/AA/M/F/VETERAN/DIS-

ABLED. Send all resumes to hr@

bankofzachary.com.

Help Wanted

Caregiver needed for an adult 

female.

Days and hours are negotiable.

$16.00 an hour

Background and references 

checked

Non-Smoker, Mature person

Duties: simple meal prep, daily 

outings, assist w/hygiene

Call: 225-572-6018

Drivers Needed

Ensures the safe and timely 

delivery of concrete to the cus-

tomer at the proper slump and 

to the proper job site. This can 

also include beginning the order 

process for additional orders and 

encouraging the customer to uti-

lize value added ingredients such 

as fiber, retardant, color or other 

additives. Returns to the assigned 

batch plant in a timely manner for 

additional loads.

Delivers concrete as custom-

er specifies, after determining 

customer's requests are safe and 

possible. Communicates truck/job 

status to dispatch. 

Maintains good public relations 

with customer.

Maintains appearance of truck, 

proper air pressure in tires, proper 

fluid levels, oil, hydraulic, coolant 

and fuel. Performs minor repairs 

to truck as needed.

Maintains load in transit to job. 

Adds fiber reinforcement to load 

as directed. Inspects load during 

wash down, reports any problems.

Completes washout procedures 

both during and at end-of-day; 

cleans truck after delivery to 

prevent concrete from hardening 

in mixer and on truck; may spray 

surfaces of truck with protective 

compound to prevent adhering of 

concrete.

Performs pre- and post-trip in-

spections to ensure safe operation 

of truck and mixer.

Ensures that safety, compliance, 

environmental and DOT require-

ments are followed at all times.

Driving Ready Mix truck, 

checking loads, washing mixer 

top to bottom, delivering concrete 

to various job sites, loading and 

dumping truck.

Maintains appearance of truck. 

Maintains proper air pressure in 

tires. Performs minor repairs as 

needed. Maintains proper fluid 

levels.

Completes all paperwork that 

may be necessary; assist with 

plant work as required by plant 

management.

Requirements: Valid Class A or 

B CDL

Email: info@parishreadymix.com 

or submit an application at the 

office 33855 Walker Rd N.

Laborers Needed

The Laborer uses a variety of 

tools and equipment to support 

production operations, such as 

shovels, brooms, bobcats, forklifts, 

levels, power drills, grinders, saws, 

pressure washers and water spray-

ing equipment.

 Clean up and housekeeping 

duties as assigned for the plant 

beautification special projects at 

each plant.

Demonstrates a commitment to 

communicating, improving, and 

adhering to safety policies in all 

work environments and areas.

Practice and promote safety by 

including but not limited to assess-

ing risks before starting tasks, only 

performing authorized activities, 

and utilizing appropriate PPE.

Perform inspections & checklists 

on work areas

Other duties as assigned.

Requirements: Must be able to 

pass onboarding process

Email: info@parishreadymix.com 

or submit an application at the 

office 33855 Walker Rd N.

Public Notices

Notice of Self Storage Sale

Please take notice USA Storage 

Centers - Denham Springs located 

at 26675 Juban Rd., Denham 

Springs,LA 70726 intends to hold 

an Auction to enforce its privilege 

against the following parties at 

the facility fordefault of payment 

of Rent. The sale will occur as 

an online auction via www.stor-

ageauctions.com on2/20/2024 at 

10:30AM. Unless stated otherwise 

the description of the contents are 

household goods andfurnishings. 

Hope Villar unit #04 

Todd Courtney unit #A23 

Cierra Jones unit #A46 

This sale may bewithdrawn at any 

time without notice. Certain terms 

and conditions apply.

Lost Promissory note:  Anyone 

knowing the whereabouts or 

having possession of one (1) 

certain promissory note executed 

by Kendra D. Barthel; dated 

08/17/2012, in the principal sum 

of $173,265.00; please contact 

Dean Morris, L.L.C., Attorneys at 

Law, 1505 North 19th Street, P.O. 

Box 2867, Monroe, Louisiana 

71207-2867, Telephone No. (318) 

388-1440.

BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

Live Oak was defeated in the opening round of the Division I 

playoffs to a very difficult St. Paul’s School team, 8-0, in a road 

contest on Feb. 2.

“If they’re No. 6, I want somebody to show me five teams 

better than that,” Live Oak coach Zack Miller said.

Miller said the Wolves have a tremendous program.

“(St. Paul’s) coach (Sean) Moser is a legend for a reason. He’s 

got 600-plus, 700-plus wins. He knows how to build a program 

and he’s got something special here,” Miller said. “The last 12 

of the last 13 or 13 of the 14 years, that’s what I was just telling 

the boys, they’ve been in the championship game. They’ve 

been one of the final two. The one year they weren’t, they were 

in the final four. The last time they lost in the first round was 

2006. It’s before any of these guys were alive.”

Miller said they didn’t really harp on that leading up to the 

game.

“We wanted these guys to believe they could compete with 

them and I still that they can on any given day. They found an-

other level tonight,” Miller said. “I watched them several times 

this year, and don’t get me wrong, they’re an outstanding team, 

but we found seven games where they didn’t win. It was either 

a loss or a tie. Obviously, they play a very strong schedule, but 

that aura of invincibility seemed to be broken a little bit, and we 

thought we could come in there, and look, the first three min-

utes, I know it’s three minutes out of 80, but the first minutes 

was us. The first three minutes was all us. We should’ve scored. 

Like we had it in on goal. Our pressure forced mistakes and 

maybe we just weren’t built to do that for 80 minutes. I like to 

think that we are, but when you have a team on the other side 

that’s that good and that intense, they’re just phenomenal.”

Miller said that St. Paul’s is hard to compete against.

“I was proud of them for coming out of the gates and not 

backing down. We talked about it. It’s easy to just say, ‘well, let’s 

just pack it in and defend for an hour, 80 minutes, whatever and 

try to catch a cheap goal,’ but that’s where I think teams have 

made against St. Paul’s is that they come into it scared and we 

just decided we were going to come in and play our game. We 

didn’t change our formation, we didn’t change anything about 

it. We decided, ‘let’s go at them. Let’s go toe-to-toe with them,” 

Miller said.

Live Oak did hang tough with the Wolves.

The Eagles trailed just 2-0 for 27 minutes.

The first goal came in the fifth minute on a goal by Brock 

Duncan from about 25 yards out.

St. Paul’s next goal was in the 20th minute with Owen Spath 

making it 2-0 with an assist from Bryce Bordes.

Live Oak was facing a team that displayed good speed and 

solid ball handling skills and was hanging with them pretty 

much the entire first half.

Live Oak keeper Alex Rivers was tough in net stopping shot-

after-shot.

Rivers talked about how proud he was of the Eagles’ defense.

“I’m so proud of them. Like they play their (tails) off 24/7 

every single game. I don’t have any words to describe them. 

They’re amazing,” Rivers said.

Live Oak’s Saban Bell said they knew going in that they were 

facing a good team and a tough opponent.

“I think we had some good chances early that we just 

couldn't capitalize on and then as good of a team as they are, 

they capitalized on their chances early and kind of put the 

game away,” Bell said. 

St. Paul’s added two more goals before halftime on tallies by 

Spath and Connor Lacoste in the 28th and 36th to make it a 

4-0 game at halftime.

Live Oak continued to play tough and did not allow a goal 

for the first 22 minutes of the second half.

The Wolves scored goals in the 62nd and 68th minutes to 

make it 6-0 with Spath and Joe DiGovanni.

The last two were by Liam Dannels-Smith and Bordes in the 

77th and during the final minute for the 8-0 mercy rule win.

Live Oak had eight seniors on this year’s team. 

“All heart. I love them. I love them to death. I love them like 

sons,” Miller said. 

Miller said the score doesn’t show how well Rivers, who is a 

senior played.

“Even the first two years here when he wasn’t the starter, he 

made the guy in front of him twice as good as he thought he 

could be. Twice as good as I ever thought he could be,” Miller 

said. “Noah Piper, Braylen Laudermilk on the back line were 

fantastic tonight. They did a great job, and it seems funny to 

say when you lose the game, 8-0, but Jack Peterson right here 

played one year for us and so quickly mixed in with the group. 

I think he can play at the next level. He’s been playing banged 

up. Saban Bell, one of my captains, was playing with a torn 

quad and he gutted through it. Brennan West up top, playing 

with a pulled calf, gutted through it. Miguel Medina, just an 

absolute monster wherever we asked him to go, centerback, 

midfield. His field vision was spectacular his whole career. Toby 

Chassaniol, centerback that gave it everything he could tonight. 

He gutted through it.”

No. 27 Live Oak went 12-9-3.

Sixth-seeded St. Paul’s (15-2-5) moves to the regional round 

to face No. 11 Acadiana (15-3-3) with the winner facing either 

third-seeded Denham Springs (14-5-2) or No. 14 Hahnville 

(14-2-4).

LIVE OAK DEFEATED BY TOUGH ST. PAUL’S TEAM

CHRIS KINKAID | THE NEWS

Live Oak's Braylen Laudermilk sends a ball downfield with a defender coming in during their game on Feb. 2.

CHEF PATRIOTS GOING FOR 4TH STRAIGHT STATE TITLE THIS SEASON
BY CHRIS KINKAID 

The Livingston Parish News

The CHEF Patriots of Baton Rouge are 

going for their fourth-straight softball state title 

this season.

“Going for four in a row is kind of large,” 

CHEF coach David Pearson said. “We had 

one senior last year and she was our pitcher. 

Pitchers are the heart-and-soul of softball 

teams, so we've got big shoes to fill. We're 

ranked No. 1 in preseason, so there's a bullseye 

on our back.”

Pearson is in his first year with the program 

that has been around for at least seven years.

Pearson said one of the keys to their success 

has been the fellowship of the girls.

“They're real close,” Pearson said. “They 

work really hard together. They're friends. 

This is my first year and this one of the reasons 

I chose this program, the fellowship and 

comradery.”

CHEF, which stands for Christian Home 

Educators Fellowship, is based out of North 

Park in Denham Springs.

The play in the Association of Christian 

Educators of Louisiana League.

Opening day is Feb. 15.


