
National 
Day of 
Prayer

The Rev. Leslie Akin, 
pastor of Luke 10:27 
Church in Denham 
Springs, uses a wheel-
barrow with a bag of 
cement at the Mayor’s 
Prayer Breakfast 
Thursday morning to 
make a point about 
God’s strength to help 
men and women carry 
their burdens. At right, 
members of an honor 
guard from U.S. Army 
Baton Rouge Recruit-
ing Company prepare 
to post the colors. They 
are (in marching order) 
Sgt. Franklin Cosom, 
Sgt. Lee Lewis, Ssg. 
Jason Manwarren and 
Sfc. Derrick Sterling.
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Walker 

awaits vote

By Mike Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — Over the past 
year, while former longtime city 
and parish engineer Alex The-
riot Jr. has been in a battle for 
his life against cancer, his focus 
has been on something else too: 
philanthropy.

Theriot, a St. Martinville na-
tive who has lived most of his 
adult life in Denham Springs, 
is responsible along with his 
wife for the first endowed chair 
of civil engineering at his alma 
mater, University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette. They also have 
created two other UL Lafayette 
scholarship funds and a perma-
nent endowment for Catholic 

Theriots fund major 
university endowments

GIVING BACK

By Mike Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — Voters went to the polls 
beginning early Saturday morning 
to decide the future of the Walker 
School District.

At stake are major renovations 
that would change the face of 
Walker High School and improve-
ments for all the other schools in 
the district.

Voters are being asked to ap-
prove a millage to raise $25 million 
in bonds for improving Walker 
school facilities that are needed to 
keep up with the fastest growing 
area of Livingston Parish, School 
Board member Jimmy Watson 
said.

Watson and other officials held 
several community meetings in 
March to explain the plan.

Superintendent of Schools John 
Watson said the enrollment of 
Walker 9th through 12th grades is 
now up to 1,500 and will reach 1,700 
by the time students set foot on 
the rebuilt and combined Walker 

High and Walker Freshman High 
campuses over the next four years. 
In 2004, before the freshman high 
school existed, that enrollment was 
less than 1,200. Watson said three 
years after South Fork Elementary 
opened to relieve overcrowding, 
the South Walker Elementary 
enrollment is already nearing its 
old level of 750 students.

“They’re still moving in,” 
Superintendent Watson said. “By 
that time, there’s a possibility we’ll 
need another junior high.”

Jimmy Watson, who is the su-
perintendent’s brother, estimates 
that half the growth in Livingston 
Parish schools over the last decade 
has come in the Walker School 
District.

The Walker District last raised 
millages after a $12 million bond 
issue in 2004 to open North Corbin 
Junior High and purchase prop-
erty to expand 
North Corbin 
Elemen-
tary. The 

THE FACE OF WALKER High School will change forever if 

voters in the community decide to fund a facelift that 

will orient it in the future along Florida Boulevard 

instead of Burgess Avenue.

Schools seek $25 million for upgrades 
P
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One-year alternatives for students failing LEAP
By Natalie Truax 

The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The School 
Board Thursday ap-
proved state-mandated 
revisions to the parish’s 
Pupil Progression Plan 
for 2013-14.

Dawn Rush, director 
of curriculum, told the 
board that the Board of 
Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education has 
granted a waiver this 
year to fourth grade and 
eighth grade students 
who fail to achieve sat-
isfactory scores on the 
LEAP test.

Superintendent of 

Schools John Watson 
said the Board of Ele-
mentary and Secondary 
Education approved the 
changes in April and 
the parish’s progression 
plan needed to relect 
the changes.

Rush said BESE man-
dated that irst time 
fourth and eighth grad-
ers who are classiied as 
non-proicient based on 
LEAP test scores will 
have the opportunity 
to go to summer school 
and receive 50 hours of 
remediation and then 
test again in the subject 
they failed.

“We now have the 
opportunity to provide 
a waiver to the School 
Building Level Com-
mittee to use classroom 
grades, attendance, 
growth in test scores 
and benchmark assess-
ments administered 
at the school level to 
determine if the student 
should move on,” Rush 
said.

If the student is pro-
moted to ninth grade 
based on these criteria, 
Rush said that student 
will go into a transition 
program where mentor-
ing will be provided. 

Rush said the student 
will then become a 
graduation cohort when 
they enter the tenth 
grade. 

Rush said the waiver 
is only applicable to 
the 2013-14 academic 
year. The 2014-15 pupil 
progression plan is still 
in development and will 
also have signiicant 
changes, Rush said.

During the meeting, 
the board approved a 
new Service Animals in 
Schools policy.

The policy applies 
to animals that the 
Department of Justice 

has approved as part of 
the American with Dis-
abilities Act, which is 
currently just dogs and 
miniature horses.

Assistant Superin-
tendent Rick Wentzel 
explained after the 
meeting that some visu-
ally impaired people 
may choose miniature 
horses ranging in 
height from 24 to 34 
inches since the horse 
may live longer than a 
guide dog and provide 
more a stable base for 
daily activities.

Wentzel told the board 
that there have been no 

requests for any service 
animals at this time 
and that each request 
that comes through 
would be evaluated on 
each individual situa-
tion.

In other action, the 
board:

•Accepted the remod-
eling of the Denham 
Springs High School 
science building as sub-
stantially complete.

•Adopted a resolution 
recognizing and pro-
claiming May 5-9, 2013, 
as Livingston Parish 
Public Schools Employ-
ee Appreciation Week.

education at St. Landry 
Catholic Church in 
Opelousas, a choice he 
said that began out of an 
inspiration from a movie 
he saw.

All told, the two endow-
ments cost Theriot and 
his wife Loretta more 
than $700,000.

Theriot recently spent 
six weeks of the cold-
est winter of his life (91 
days below freezing, 51 
days below zero) at the 
Mayo Clinic in Roches-
ter, Minn., where he is 
undergoing treatment 
for prostate cancer.

Retired since 2000, 
he was enjoying the 
good life splitting time 
between his Maple 
Street home and vaca-
tion homes in North 
Carolina and at a Gulf 
Coast beach condo. He 
thought he was following 
all the steps necessary to 
protect his health.

“I did everything 
right,” he said. “I went 
to the doctor every six 
months and had my PSA 
tests that came back 
negative.”

Despite that, he began 
feeling mysterious pains 
that further examina-
tion determined to be 
cancer, which had by 
then spread to his lymph 
nodes. This winter he 
visited the Mayo Clinic 
as a “standby” patient 
and was eventually 
tested with a new proce-
dure using a radioactive 
dye to assess the results 
of hormone and chemo-
therapy he said at one 
time made him “sound 
like a woman” and also 
made him nauseous and 
sick for months.

In spite of those 
adversities, he remains 
upbeat.

“We’re not changing 
anything until they pull 
the plug on me,” he said.

Meanwhile, he intends 
to leave a legacy from 
a lifetime of successful 
investing, largely in real 
estate.

In 2013, with a commit-
ment of $600,000 in stock 
and the assistance of the 
Louisiana State Board 
of Regents to bring the 
total to $1 million, the 
Theriots created the 
ULL Endowed Chair in 
Civil Engineering, al-
lowing that discipline to 
join a club at the school 
that already included 
the other colleges of 

engineering (Chemical, 
Petroleum, Mechanical 
and Electrical). 

The Theriots went 
to a ceremony last fall 
and were surprised to 
discover that a “chair” 
in this case actually is 
a chair, one the school 
presented them that is 
now a piece of furniture 
in their home.

This was the largest of 
three endowments the 
Theriots have funded 
since 2007 for ULL, a 
place for which they 
have much sentimental 
attachment. Theriot 
and the former Loretta 
Durand, who had their 
irst date in 1953, both 
attended what was then 
Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute. The youngest 
of eight children, she 
was the irst generation 
of her family to attend 
college, studying Ac-
counting until she cut 
short he academic career 
after Alex graduated in 
Engineering and they 
were married in 1959.

Alex Theriot went on to 
work for the Louisiana 
Department of Public 
Works and then the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engi-
neers before forming his 
own company, Alex The-
riot Jr. and Associates in 
1965. He started off in a 
two-room ofice that he 
rented for $10 and went 
on to become one of the 
most prominent engi-
neers in the area. At age 
30 he was appointed City 
Engineer for Denham 
Springs, a position he 
kept for 24 years. He was 
also Livingston Parish 
Engineer for more than 
20 years and helped draft 
some of the parish’s irst 
subdivision regulations. 
An active member of 
many civic organiza-
tions, he served stints as 
President of the Denham 
Springs Rotary Club and 
the Denham Springs 
Chamber of Commerce 
and was on the inance 
committee for Immacu-
late Conception Catholic 
Church for more than 35 
years.

Using what he de-
scribes as “common 
sense” inherited from 
his father, he parlayed 
his degrees from St. 
Martinville High School 
and SLI into invest-
ments in residential and 
commercial real estate, 
oil and gas production 
onshore and offshore, 
a computer software 
company, a motorcycle 

dealership and much 
rental property. He was 
principal organizer and 
Chairman of the Board 
of Tuscaloosa Com-
merce Bank until it was 
sold in the irst of many 
mergers under which 
it is currently part of 
Regions Bank. He also 
served on the Board of 
Directors for Southeast 
National Bank that 
was later acquired by 
Hancock Bank, which is 
now Whitney Bank. He 
also served as the Chair-
man of the Louisiana 
Board of Commerce and 
Industry.

His wife, meanwhile, 
was ofice manager 
and treasurer of Delta 
Concrete Products in 
Denham Springs for 
over 25 years. The Alex 
and Loretta Durand 
Theriot Jr. Chair in Civil 
Engineering was added 
in 2013 to the $100,000 
Endowed Professorship 
in the College of Busi-
ness created in 2007 and 
the $100,000 Endowed 
First Generation Schol-
arship in the College 

of Business created in 
2012. The second helps 
students in the same 
situation Loretta began 
life, as a irst generation 
family member attend-
ing college.

The 2007 gesture 
was made in honor of 
their parents, Alex and 
Evelyn Theriot and John 
and Isabelle Durand. 
The 2012 fund honors 
their three children, 
Aline, Andre and Ben 
Theriot. Both were 
created with the help 
of the Moody Founda-
tion, which Alex Theriot 
said he discovered one 
day when reading an 
advertisement in his 
hometown newspaper 
The Teche News.

The $50,000 matching 
donation toward $100,000 
to St. Landry came 
about, he said, after 
he watched the movie 
“The Rookie” in 2002. 
The true story of a high 
school baseball coach 
who attempts to become 
a Major League Baseball 
pitcher in middle age 
and succeeds, the movie 

begins with a scene of 
two nuns by the wildcat 
Santa Maria oil well in 
West Texas casting rose 
petals and praying to 
St. Rita for a miracle. 
Theriot said the depic-
tion made him curious, 
which led him to look 
for a book about St. Rita. 
Instead, he came upon 
one about Father Joseph 
Verbis Leleur, a mili-
tary chaplain who died 
in 1944.

The Theriots joined 
with another couple in 
funding scholarships at 
Sacred Heart, the school 
Leleur attended as a 
boy, Opelousas Catho-
lic where his vocation 
began and Vermillion 
Catholic School in Ab-
beville because of his 
association with that 
parish.

Theriot said the 
endowment put in place 
raises $3,500 per year to 
fund three $1,000 schol-
arships. Meanwhile, he 
noted that the Santa Rita 
oil well depicted in the 
movie produced for 67 
years.

Your print 
edition of The 
Livingston 
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a QR app on your 
mobile devices, 
you can access 
www.-livings-
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com by scanning 
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“Quick Re-
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sional barcode 
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mobile device 
can interpret to 
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photo content as 
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Now, with the 
convenience of a 
QR app, simply 
point at the 
QR image on a 
printed page and 
you can bring up 
content to see on 
your device.

In addition to 
the code here 
that is linked to 
our home page, 
you will ind 
QR images next 
to some stories 
that will bring 
you directly 
to stories with 
relevant video.

Numerous free 
code reader apps 
are available 
for download. 
Check the app 
stores associ-
ated with your 
device.
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Theriot commits fortune for educational objectives

From A1

SUBMITTED

Loretta Theriot sits in the actual chair she and her husband Alex received for their con-
tributions to an endowed chair in Civil Engineering at UL Lafayette. Standing are (from 
left) Reed Andrus, vice chairman of the UL Lafayette Foundation Board of Trustees, 
Mark Zappi, dean of the College of Engineering, Alex Theriot, and Dr. Joseph Savoie, UL 
Lafayette President.
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district over the years 
has handled most of its 
expansion and renova-
tion needs, and even the 
building of new schools, 
out of savings rather 
than seeking new taxes. 
Because of that, millages 
in the district are cur-
rently near an historic 
low of 9.77. Before the 
2004 bond issue, the mill-
age was 9.59.

If voters authorize the 
extra 16.83 mills, the 
school system would sell 
bonds to be paid back 
over 20 years to finance 
technology upgrades 
and expansions at 
Walker High, Walker 
Freshman High, West-
side and North Corbin 
junior high schools, and 
Walker, North Corbin, 
Levi Milton, South 
Walker and South Fork 
elementary schools. 
Passage also would allow 
refinancing of current 
bonds for a savings of 
$500,000 through lower 

interest rates, Jimmy 
Watson said.

The typical tax in-
crease would range 
from $210 a year for a 
$200,000 house to $42 for 
a $100,000 house, Watson 
said.

The Walker High 
School master plan 
includes a new admin-
istration and classroom 
building, gymnasium, 
career and technology 
building, performing 
arts building and band 
room and cafeteria. 

Wildcat Stadium also 
would get a facelift, 
including artificial turf 
similar to surfaces now 
at Denham Springs and 
Live Oak and a resur-
faced track.

Other facility improve-
ments include a new 
varsity athletic locker 
and weight room, new 
parking and renovations 
to existing buildings that 
will be turned over to 
Walker Freshman High 
School.

The South Fork 

Elementary additions 
include a new classroom 
wing and a multipurpose 
building as well as more 
parking. This would 
complete the building of 
the most recently opened 
school in the Walker 
district two years ago.

The remainder of the 
money would be used to 
upgrade and add class-
room technology at all 

Walker District schools.
The proposition reads 

as follows:
School District No. 4 

Proposition
Shall School District 

No. 4 of the Parish of 
Livingston, State of 
Louisiana (the “Dis-
trict”), incur debt and 
issue bonds not exceed-
ing $25,000,000, in one 
or more series, to run 

not exceeding 20 years 
from date thereof, with 
interest not exceeding 
8% per annum, for the 
purpose of acquiring 
and/or improving lands 
for building sites and 
playgrounds; including 
construction of neces-
sary sidewalks and 
streets adjacent thereto; 
purchasing, erecting, 
renovating, expanding 

and/or improving school 
buildings and other 
school related facilities, 
and acquiring the neces-
sary equipment and fur-
nishings therefor, title 
to which shall be in the 
public; which bonds will 
be general obligations of 
the District payable from 
ad valorem taxes to be 
levied and collected in 
the manner provided by 
Article VI, Section 33 of 
the Constitution of the 
State of Louisiana of 1974 
and statutory authority 
supplemental thereto, 
with an estimated 
increase of 16.83 mills to 
be levied in the first year 
of issue above the 9.770 
mills currently being 
levied to pay General 
Obligation Bonds of the 
District?

The Walker School 
District includes all or 
parts of Precincts 2, 2A, 
3, 3A, 4A, 5, 5A, 5B, 5C, 6, 
6A, 7A through 8A, 20, 21, 
23A, 23B, 24C, 36A, 40A, 
41. Election hours are 6 
a.m. until 8 p.m.

Walker school millage near historic low after years of self-funding
From A1

This conceptual rendering by Ziler Architects of Lafayette shows the new Walker 
High School administration building that would go up as part of a master plan for the 
campus should voters approve a $25 million bond issue May 3 for upgrades at all nine 
Walker School District campuses.



W
ill the Obama White 
House throw Mary 
Landrieu under the 
bus? It sure looks 
that way from the 

insider fight going on in Wash-
ington among leading Democrats 
over the controversial Keystone 
pipeline.

The economic impact of the 
proposed international pipeline 
seems obvious on the face of it. 
It would provide transportation 
from the Canadian oil and shale 
fields to U.S. refineries on the 
Gulf Coast including several 
in Louisiana. Economic projec-
tions, even if half believable, show thousands of 
new construction jobs and residual permanent 
jobs all along the pipeline route and, most impor-
tantly, to Mary Landrieu’s home state at the tail 
end of the pipeline where refineries would need 
added jobs and output capacity to handle the new 
source of raw product.

The pipeline would also insure that the bulk of 
oil extracted in Canada would go to the United 
States rather than counties like China where a 
growing economy cries out for energy from any 
source it can get. The Canadians have used the 
threat of selling their oil to China as a negotiating 
tool to obtain American approval of the pipeline. 
So far, such threats have failed to impress the 
Obama White House which, true to its wacko 
greenie colors, has opposed the Keystone pipeline 
from the beginning.

Remember that the basic platform for the 2014 
Democratic Party includes raising the minimum 
wage, opposing the alleged Republican war on 
women, attacking the Koch brothers, and reduc-
ing global warming. It’s the part about reducing 
global warming that they’re having a hard time 
selling to the American people, and apparently 
to a goodly portion of the members of their own 
party now sitting in the United States Senate.

Years of obfuscation from the Obama White 
House on the issue of the Keystone pipeline re-
sulted in March of 2013 with a non-binding Senate 

Resolution approving 
the project. This par-
ticular President of 
the United States has 
shown no proclivity 
during his six years in 
office to obey a sup-
posedly binding act of 
Congress, much less a 
non-binding one. Pre-
dictably, Obama never 
acknowledged the Sen-
ate Resolution passed 
last year. 

But with real elections 
coming up this year 
for a half-dozen Sen-
ate Democrats in states that would profit greatly 
from the Keystone pipeline, pressure has mounted 
inside the Senate Democratic caucus for President 
Harry Reid to allow a binding vote in the Sen-
ate, one that the President would be obliged to 
veto, potentially creating a huge schism between 
Obama and members of his own party. Reid gave 
his nod of approval to Landrieu’s elevation this 
year as Chairman of the Senate Energy Commit-
tee, a move designed to help her reelection cam-
paign in a conservative, energy-driven state. But 
that move backfired late last week when Landrieu 
led almost a dozen Senate Democrats to sign on 
as co-sponsors of a binding bill that would force 
the White House to approve the Keystone pipeline 
as soon as its route, being challenged in court, is 
finally determined. 

Democratic co-sponsors of Landrieu’s bill include 
Mark Pryor of Arkansas, Claire McCaskill of Mis-
souri, Jon Tester of Montana, Mark Warner of Vir-
ginia, Kay Hagan of North Carolina, Mark Begich of 
Alaska, Joe Manchin of West Virginia, Joe Donnelly 
of Indiana, Heidi Heitkamp of North Dakota, and 
John Walsh of Montana. Pryor, Begich, and Hagan, 
along with Landrieu, are up for election this year 
and are considered particularly vulnerable. But up 
for election this year or not, there are now enough 
Democratic Senators as co-sponsors on the bill to 
pass it with the help of the 45 Republicans in the 
Senate, all of whom support the pipeline. 

Landrieu’s move to put 
pressure on President 
Obama has gathered at 
least 60 votes, enough 
steam to pass a Keystone 
bill and put it on Obama’s 
desk, forcing him to veto 
it. Landrieu does not 
appear to have enough 
Democratic support in 
the Senate to obtain the 
required 67 votes to over-
ride a Presidential veto, 
if it comes to that. But if 
it does come to that, the 
Democratic Party will be 
split down the middle and 

in shambles as the November elections approach. 
Last week, Senate President Reid told report-

ers there was a “75-80 percent chance” that he 
would allow a vote soon on the Keystone pipeline, 
although he refused to say that the Landrieu bill 
would be the proposal voted upon. Democrats 
remain embroiled in a behind-the-scenes struggle 
to find an accommodation between Senators from 
conservative or oil producing states and the dedi-
cated greenies inside the Democratic Party, many 
of whom are using their trust fund money to pro-
mote the global warming ruse (no doubt to salve 
the guilt that comes from vast inherited wealth).

The latest word from the White House has been 
the usual doublespeak designed in the end to 
kill the project without actually saying so. The 
President, if you wish to believe a word he says at 
this point, claims that he is attempting to keep the 
Keystone pipeline “outside of politics,” a conten-
tion so blatant that only a hearty guffaw seems 
appropriate in response.

Obama’s Nest of Socialists in the White House 
appear hell bent on a direct collision course not 
just with the Senators of their own party, but with 
American voters as well. Less energy means a 
lower standard of living. That might be OK for 
Obama’s trust fund baby contributors, but for the 
rest of us, it’s bad deal.

Keystone of a wrecked campaign

Opinion
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G
raduation is almost upon us again. 
It’s been a few years since mine, 
though I still remember it well. I 
remember sitting out in the middle 
of a football field in front of a sta-

dium full of townfolk with flashes popping. 
I remember the little beads of sweat and the 
discomfort of humidity as one speaker after 
the next waxed on about our bright futures.

I was not one of the people asked to give 
speeches that day, make of it what you will. I 
was among those having a bright future, as 
the mortarboard above my head signified. 
I’ve heard so many commencement addresses 
since then, there’s no doubt what I would have 
said has been said often before and since. Of 
course, had I known then what I know today …

The first thing I would say to those with the 
bright futures is simply this: You won’t believe 
how fast they go by. No really, you won’t. You 
can understand it intellectually, I’m sure, es-
pecially all you honor graduates. But you can’t 
process it. Impossible.

The last four years that were an epoch for 
you, do you know how many blinks those 
years took for the likes of me? That’s how it 
goes when you are sitting on this side of your 
bright future looking back on it.

The next thing I’d say is that your future 
won’t be what you imagine. The job you wind 
up doing may not even exist yet. If it does, the 
nature of it will certainly change. Technology 
is different, but also culture. When we were in 
school, my generation might be tempted to tell 
you, life was simpler. Yet it did not seem so at 
the time.

For guys, there was this thing called the 
military draft that might get you sent to a 
place called Vietnam, which was hot and full 
of mosquitoes like Louisiana and full of hos-
tiles with guns too. We had to sweat out those 
prospects, among other things.

There was talk of counterculture and drugs, 
especially on TV, and concerns about the dete-
riorating morals of society, though most of it 
seemed far away from rural Louisiana. I guess 
that part is not so different.

I think about some of the teachers I had and 
the respect they were given. Teachers then 
were not paid nearly as well as they are today 
and they are not exactly making a killing in 
2014. I’ve seen a few of my old teachers over the 
years, though too many of them have passed 
on. They all remain so alive to me in my mind, 
just as they were 42 years ago — that’s the 
stretch of time for my promising future so far.

The list of graduates handed out that day 
in 1972 was done on a “Ditto Machine.” Does 
anybody even remember that contraption? 
The photos people took were either Polaroids, 
which you got to look at right away, or images 
stored on film that went to the drug store for 
a three-day wait. There were no cell phones. 
There was no Facebook. There was no Inter-
net.

The one thing about Polaroid pictures you 

could count on was they 
would be terrible. That 
was the price you paid for 
getting them right away.

There was this business 
just getting ramped up, 
Fox Photo, that would let 
you drop off film and get 
it back the same day, in 
some situations within an 
hour or two. It all seems so 
quaint now.

It would have been 
something had any of 
our graduation speakers 
predicted what the world 
of that bright future would 

turn out to be.
My senior class was three years removed 

from the beginning of racial integration in this 
region of the Deep South. At times our commu-
nity had been rocked by incidents of resent-
ment on both sides and thuggery on both sides, 
though most people I knew tried their best to 
be decent and reach out, up to a point. Things 
had settled down a lot by the time of my senior 
year, but black students and white students 
still tended to stay to themselves and their 
groups most of the time. Is it still that way?

I see evidence when I go to various campuses 
these days that kids pay much less attention to 
race than they used to. Yet it’s still there, this 
separateness to us, just as it remains in the 
adult world.

One of the elective classes we had in high 
school was typing. I never took it, though I 
taught myself to type as I moved into this 
field. These days I see high school students in 
Livingston Parish studying things like nurs-
ing and television production. Walker High 
School has its own TV studio. We could not 
have imagined such things. Certain guys (nev-
er girls) took shop or welding or auto mechan-
ics. Nobody expected college or vo-tech school 
credit for any of these courses. Back then, you 
were lucky if you could transfer credit hours 
for classes you took at Southeastern to LSU or 
vice versa. But at least anyone who wanted to 
attend those schools was allowed and could 
afford it.

I think the first checks I wrote to LSU for 
my first semester, which included tuition and 
three months of room and board, totalled less 
than $500. The books were probably another 
couple hundred. I was able to pay my way 
through school flipping burgers part-time 
without a single student loan. Can anyone 
imagine that today? Most contemporary col-
lege grads will owe thousands in loans as they 
depart, though statistics suggest the ROI is 
still pretty good.

The bright future that awaits us all has its 
ups and downs. To the Class of 2014, let us 
celebrate the ups.

PIECE OF 

MIND
Mike Dowty

Thoughts about the ‘bright 
future,’ now that it’s here

Mike	Dowty	is managing editor of the Livingston Parish 
News.

I  EDITORIAL___

H
igh school sports is one of those dis-
ciplines that is supposed to teach life 
lessons to the participants.

One of those life lessons, we find out 
this week, is that when things don’t go 

your way, hire a good lawyer. You never know 
when you roll the dice in the legal system what 
will come up. A look at the mess that has become 
of the Class 3A baseball playoffs is instructive 
here.

The Louisiana High School Athletic Asso-
ciation, which governs high school sports and 
makes sure everybody plays by the rules, has 
been enjoined from enforcing those rules against 
Livonia High School, a high-rolling football 
and baseball program that was determined 

to have used an 
ineligible player 
in both sports this 
past season. The 
standard penalty 
in such instances, 
one that has been 
applied to many 
schools over the 
years, is to require 
them to forfeit any 
wins in any games 
in which that in-
eligible player has 
participated. For 
that matter, forfeit-

ing games is pretty much the standard for state 
associations across the United States.

Along come some parents with their lawyer 
and a friendly judge who issues a temporary 
restraining order to prevent Livonia from being 
ousted from the baseball playoffs. Note that the 
LHSAA did not ban the school. Livonia simply 
had to forfeit games, which affected its ranking 
and caused it to fall short of qualifying. This 
judge put the team in anyway, reinventing the 
bracket to accomplish that since playoffs had 
already begun. This was after a state appellate 
court had dissolved the judge’s first temporary 
restraining order.

One school adversely affected was 31st seed 
Kaplan, which must play Livonia for the right to 
play Evangel in the first round. And Kaplan did 
nothing wrong. Should the Kaplan parents find 
their own friendly judge to get their own TRO?

There has been no finding that the LHSAA 
failed in any way to administer its rule properly 
or that it denied due process to Livonia High 
School. That matter will be argued later, presum-
ably after the playoffs are over. Meanwhile, there 
will now arise a debate over the appropriateness 
of courts of law inserting themselves into ath-
letic competition. Should a judge, with no proof of 
any inequities, take over the process on a whim? 
How is that fair, especially since not every school 
community has equal resources to bully its way 
into the playoffs through courts of law? And 
what’s next? Will judges review balls and strikes 
too. Was he safe or out? See you in court.

After further 
review … uh oh!

A look at the 

mess that the 

courts have 

made out 

of the Class 

3A baseball 

playoffs

WAYS

AND MEANS
Jeff M. David

Jeff	M.	DAviD is the Publisher of The Livingston Parish News.

‘True to its wacko greenie colors, the White House has 

opposed the Keystone Pipeline.’ Jeff David column.



I CALL & COMMENT___
I would like to extend a big 
thank you to the road mainte-
nance crew for coming out and 
filling the numerous pot holes on 
Joe May Road. I know I live on 
the worst road in the parish but 
at least the pot holes are filled 
for the moment and I thank you 
so much.

I just love Call and Comment. 
When I read some of these con-
tributions from people, I can’t 
help but to find them hilarious 
when the Democrats accuse Re-
publicans of lying. I think that is 
extremely funny. 

Isn’t it terrible how that inmate 
who shot that 19-year-old girl 
with a shot gun and then buried 
her alive had to suffer during 
his execution?

I see that the United States gave 
the Philippines $15 million for 
typhoon relief. A tornado has 
just gone through three states 
with Arkansas being hit the 
worst. I saw so many homes on 
television that were torn up. 
How much money is the Philip-
pines going to give the United 
States for tornado relief? That 
is what I would like to know. If 
anyone ever wonders why the 
United States is in debt, this is a 
good example. 

This is response to the comment 
regarding the death of Terri 
Schiavo. This woman told her 
husband that she did not want 
to be on life support if she ever 
became incapacitated and left 
in a permanent vegetative state. 
Republicans in the U.S. Con-
gress became involved after a 
Florida judge ruled the husband 
and his wife’s doctor could not 
carry out this patient’s wishes 
by removing feeding tubes. This 
is another example of Republi-
cans talking out of both sides 
of their mouth. Republicans 
continually bash “big govern-
ment,” especially if it intrudes 
upon the doctor-patient relation-
ships. Why in the world would 
anyone in Louisiana really care 
about a woman’s rights anyway? 
Louisiana was the 48th state to 
ratify the 19th Amendment that 
secured a woman’s right to vote 
50 years after it became the law 
of the land.

In Oklahoma, there was a 
botched capital punishment 
that didn’t go according to plan. 
Many people are upset that the 
murderer had to suffer before 
dying. Too bad these upset 
people don’t protest the murder 
of over one million little babies 
by abortion who were innocent.

This is a response to the com-
ment, “One thousand patients 
a month are dying in hospitals 
from avoidable kidney problems 
caused by dehydration. Nation-
alized health care right there. 
At least 1,000 hospital patients 
in England die each month from 
avoidable kidney problems, 
according to a new study com-
missioned by the NHS. Death 
panels, don’t ya know?” That is a 
sad statistic. However, right here 
in the United States of America, 
researchers from Harvard Medi-
cal School found that the lack of 
health care coverage can be tied 
to about 4,000 deaths a month 
in the United States, a toll that 
is greater than the number of 
people who die each year from 
kidney disease. England, and 
every other major Democratic 
country in the world, for that 
matter, has universal health 
care. These countries are unlike 
the United States where we had 
health care insurance company 
death panels that denied or 
dropped coverage, that is until 
Obamacare changed that mo-
nopoly, don’t ya know?

I would like to know how the 
Council on Aging can have a 
wedding there and the invita-
tions say to bring your own 
bottle. Since when is alcohol 
allowed there? I went to a dance 
there with a bottle and I was not 
allowed inside.

Conservatives are wasting their 
time on Benghazi. They could 
have video of Obama saying 
“blame the attack on anything 
except my failed policies,” and 
he still would be untouchable. 
He is your king.

Watson needs a Waffle House 
and not another auto parts store! 

According to Fox-Business, “his-
tory actually shows that the 
U.S. economy, stock prices and 
corporate profits have generated 
stronger growth under Demo-
cratic administrations than 
Republican ones.” 

New White House e-mails made 
public Tuesday by conservative 
Judicial Watch further support 
that the Obama team wanted 
then U.N. Ambassador Susan 
Rice to stress that a video dis-
paraging the Prophet Muham-
mad was the catalyst for a series 
of anti-American protests across 
the Islamic world, including the 
deadly attacks on the Benghazi 
mission in September 2012. I 
know, tell you something you 
didn’t know.

FactChect.org was asked the 

question, “Were there really 
weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq when the U.S. invaded in 
2003?” The Fact Check answer: 
“No. The Iraq Survey Group 
determined that Iraq had 
abandoned its quest to develop 
chemical, biological and nuclear 
weapons and that it had al-
ready destroyed all of its exist-
ing stockpiles of chemical and 
biological weapons.” That 1,400 
multinational inspection team 
also noted, “Prewar Movement 
of WMD Material Out of Iraq 
was unlikely.”

While we are investigating Beng-
hazi, let’s investigate the attacks 
that occurred on January 22, 
2002, in Calcutta, India; June 
14, 2002, in Karachi, Pakistan; 
October 12, 2002, in Denpasar, 
Indonesia; February 28, 2003, in 
Islamabad, Pakistan; May 12, 
2003, in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; 
July 30, 2004, in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan; December 6, 2004, 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia; March 
2, 2006, in Karachi, Pakistan; 
September 12, 2006, in Damas-
cus, Syria; January 12, 2007, in 
Athens, Greece; March 18, 2008, 
in Sana’a, Yemen; July 9, 2008, in 
Istanbul, Turkey; and Septem-
ber 17, 2008, Sana’a, Yemen.

This is in response to the com-
ment about liberals blaming 
Bush “for everything bad that 
has happened, even six years 
after Obama took office.” This 
comment is spot on! How unfair 
to George W. Bush! According 
to the Federal Reserve’s “Flow 
of Funds” report, it was the 
Tooth Fairy that evaporated 
$20 trillion in household wealth 
by January 2009. It’s the Tooth 
Fairy that absconded with $10 
trillion in stock market value, 
another $7 trillion in home val-
ues, while bankrupting millions 
of hard working Americans, and 
throwing another 8 million out 
of work. It was the rabbit that 
handed Bush’s successor trillion 
dollar deficits over the next ten 
years! That is why Republicans 
lost the last two presidential 
elections and will lose the next 
one too.

I saw the photo in your newspa-
per Thursday of the paving on 
Cockerham Road. Does anybody 
know why that project has been 
going on over a year and the 
whole street between Hatchell 
and Range has stayed torn up? I 
saw similar problems on O’Neal 
Lane making a mess there for 
two years, and other locations. 
Why does it take the state and 
their contractors so long to com-
plete a simple road maintenance 
project. And don’t say “rain,” 
because I’ve witnessed many a 
sunny day with no work going 
on whatsoever.

B
arack Obama promised to 
install his administration in a 
glass house lit up like the Super 
Bowl, with everything visible 
to the citizenry he serves. So 

you will not be surprised to learn that 
Director of National Intelligence James 
Clapper wants nothing more than to 
keep the public well informed.

The administration, 
he said in a recent 
letter to the Senate 
Intelligence Commit-
tee, “is exploring ways 
in which it can provide 
the American people 
more information about 
the United States’ use 
of force outside areas of 
active hostilities.”

That’s what he said. 
Then he laughed so 
hard he fell off his 
chair.

What Clapper was 
trying to convey in his charmingly 
oblique way is that he is exploring ways 
to deny basic information to anyone 
who wants it. His letter came in re-
sponse to a bill approved by the commit-
tee requiring the president to divulge 
how many people he kills or injures 
with drones.

It doesn’t seem too much to ask. Dur-
ing the Vietnam War, the U.S. mili-
tary had regular press conferences to 
publicize the latest enemy body count, 
to prove the effectiveness of our fight-
ing men. It gave up that practice after 
officers inflated the numbers, but by 
2005, in an effort to confirm the prog-
ress of the Iraq war, the Pentagon was 
again enumerating corpses and proudly 
releasing the tallies.

The drone war in Pakistan, Afghani-
stan and Yemen has been going on for 
years, though the number of strikes 
has declined lately. But the people in 
charge see no reason to reveal anything 
about its consequences. The intelligence 
committee, told by Clapper to butt out, 
dutifully abandoned its brief quest. 

The president says he has kept his 
campaign promise to be more open: 
“This is the most transparent adminis-
tration in history.” But when it comes 
to the subject of blowing people up with 
unmanned aerial vehicles, the windows 
are painted over and boarded up. You 
can look all you want; you just can’t see.

It’s not only drones that are concealed. 
Jill Abramson, executive editor of The 

New York Times, has covered presidents 
going back to Ronald Reagan and calls 
this “the most secretive White House” 
of them all. But when the government is 
slaughtering residents of countries with 
which we are not at war, the value of 
information is especially high — and so 
is the harm from secrecy.

The whole world always knew about 
the drone strikes, but the administra-
tion didn’t even admit it was carrying 
them out until 2012. Obama also refused 
to publish the Justice Department 
“white paper” explaining the rationale 
for targeting U.S. citizens overseas for 
sudden, fiery death from the sky. The 
document came out when someone 
leaked it to NBC News, prompting the 
department to officially release it. 

The white paper was based on a 
lengthy legal memo, but the president 
would not willingly expose that memo 
to the light of day. Recently, a federal 
appeals court ordered him to, conclud-
ing there is no risk of “disclosing any 
aspect of military plans, intelligence 
activities, sources and methods, and 
foreign relations.”

The same can be said for Clapper’s 
stonewalling on numbers. It’s not as 
though the individuals targeted by 
missiles, or their families, would learn 
anything new from this information. 
The only point of secrecy is to let the 
government tell self-serving lies with-
out fear of contradiction.

The CIA attested last year that the 
total number of innocents killed was in 
the “single digits,” but a United Nations 
investigator determined it was over 400. 
A report by the Washington think tank 
CNA agrees that the evidence “points to 
higher casualty numbers than suggest-
ed in official statements.” Why should 
Americans have to get their informa-
tion from guesswork in outside studies 
instead of the government that does the 
killing?

In his letter, Clapper frets about “the 
disclosure of intelligence sources and 
methods or other classified informa-
tion.” But if the U.S. military, during 
wartime, can safely put out the number 
of enemy bodies found on the battlefield, 
the CIA ought to be able to disclose how 
many terrorists and bystanders it has 
extinguished.

Obama’s drone war is a covert of-
fensive conducted in remote places far 
from America, and it’s easy to forget 
because it doesn’t put our aviators at 
risk. But if our government thinks it is 
justified in killing people, it shouldn’t 
act like it has something to hide.

Secrets and 
lies of Obama’s 

drone war

STEVE

CHAPMAN
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Steve Chapman is a columnist and editorial 
writer for the Chicago Tribune. His twice-a-week 
column on national and international affairs ap-
pears in some 60 papers across the country.

I GIVE US A CALL___
| “Call and Comment” is an 
open forum in which readers 
are invited to speak their minds 
about any topic — local or oth-
erwise. Callers do not have to 
give their names, but comments 
may be edited. Names that are 
not spelled out might not be 
printed. Selection of comments 
to be printed rests with the 
editors. Dial 665-7401 or submit 
your comment via our website at 
www.livingstonparishnews.com. 
Call 665-5176 or 567-9721 for 
subscription or other inquiries.

NOTE: WE ENCOURAGE A 
HEALTHY DEBATE OF IDEAS. 
PLEASE REFRAIN FROM NAME-
CALLING AGAINST OTHER 
CONTRIBUTORS WITH WHOM 
YOU DISAGREE. 
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By Alice Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — This year’s 
sales tax collections 
continue to exceed fis-
cal year 2012-13 despite 
a slump in car sales, 
according to the School 
Board Sales Tax Divi-
sion.

The School Board 
division, which com-
piles statistics for all 
11 entities receiving 
sales tax revenue in the 
parish, reports a total 
of $58,069,440 collected 
during the first nine 
months of the current 
fiscal year. This total 
represents a 4 percent 
increase over the same 
months in the prior 
fiscal year, when col-
lections amounted to 
$55,686,980.

March tax collections 
come from February 
sales, and are reported 
in April.

The downturn in mo-
tor vehicle taxes can 
affect all 11 governmen-
tal entities because this 
tax revenue goes to the 
purchasers’ taxing dis-
tricts, even if the sale 
was made in another 
parish.

For each of the first 
five months of this fis-
cal year (July through 
November), motor 
vehicle tax revenues 
exceeded the previous 
year, with particularly 
strong showings in 
August ($1,125,496) and 
September ($1,212,711), 
when collections were 
12 percent and 31 
percent higher, respec-
tively, than the previ-
ous year.

The slump began af-
ter Christmas, with a 4 
percent decline. Subse-
quent months showed 
comparative declines 
of 1 percent in January, 
20 percent in February, 
and, a 2 percent decline 
in March, compared 
with March 2013.

March motor vehicle 
tax revenues amounted 
to a total of $985,679.

Total collections for 
all 11 taxing entities 
in March amounted to 
$5,892,666, a 1 percent 
increase over March 
2013.

The Bass Pro devel-
opment contributed 
revenue to the School 
Board, City of Denham 
Springs, the Parish 
Council, the Sheriff, 
and Gravity Drainage 
District 1. Each of these 
governmental entities 
is currently receiving 
28 percent of the reve-
nue it will receive after 
the Bass Pro bonds are 
paid off.

The Denham Springs 
Economic Development 
District, which over-
sees Bass Pro revenue, 
saw a 4 percent in-
crease last month, with 
$292,511 in sales taxes.

About 72 percent of 
the 6 cents in local 
sales taxes collected in 
the Bass Pro district 
is paying off bonds 
that raised funds for 
construction. Once the 
bonds are paid off, all 
the local sales taxes 
will go to the five local 
contributors.

Christmas sales in 
the Bass Pro develop-
ment generated the 
highest revenue this 
year, with local sales 
taxes of $518,431.

Revenue from the 3 
percent surcharge on 
hotel and RV park occu-
pancy was also up last 
month, with collections 
of $24,428, an 11 percent 
increase over March 
2013. Revenue from the 
surcharge goes to the 
Livingston Parish Con-
vention and Visitors 
Bureau. 

The School Board 
receives more sales tax 
than any other govern-
mental entity in the 
parish—2.5 cents on 
the dollar parish-wide, 
and two districts with 
one-cent taxes. 

Local sales tax rev-
enue provided Liv-
ingston Parish schools 

with $35,935,700 during 
the 2013 fiscal year. 
The state is the School 
Board’s largest revenue 
source, contributing 
$151,100,000, accord-
ing to the audit for the 
fiscal year ending June 
30, 2013.

The School Board’s 
revenue from local 
sales taxes last month 
amounted to $2,813,872, 
only $11,799 more than 
collections in March 
2013.

School District 22, 
in Watson, collected 
$127,268 last month, a 5 
percent decrease from 
the $134,133 collected in 
March 2013.

School District 33, in 
Maurepas, collected 
$8,044 last month, a 7.25 
percent increase over 
the $7,500 collected in 
March 2013.

Denham Springs was 
the only municipality 
with collections last 
month falling below 
March 2013. Denham 
Springs is also the 
only municipality with 
year-to-date sales tax 
revenue above collec-
tions for the same nine 
months of the previous 
fiscal year.

Denham Springs 
sales tax revenue 
dipped 3 percent last 
month, with collections 
of $543,277.

Total year-to-date 

collections for Denham 
Springs amount to 
$5,347,483, a 6 percent 
increase over the same 
nine months in the 
previous fiscal year.

Walker, with year-
to-date collections of 
$2,530,151, is 1 percent 
below the previous fis-
cal year.

Last month, Walker 
collections of $247,225 
marked a 3 percent in-
crease over March 2013.

Both Denham Springs 
and Walker collect 1.5-
cents on the dollar.

Livingston, Spring-
field, and Albany are 
all about even with 
year-to-date collections 
of 2013.

Livingston, with a 
1-cent tax, and Spring-
field, with a 2-cent tax, 
are matching their 
respective 2013 year-to-
date revenues, Liv-
ingston with $268,552, 
and Springfield with 
$286,220.

Livingston brought 
in $29,230 last month, 
an 8 percent hike over 
March 2013.

Springfield brought 
in $31,018 last month, 
a 10 percent hike over 
March 2013.

Albany’s monthly 
collections amounted 
to $27,488, a 9 percent 
increase over March 
2013. Albany has col-
lected $240,730 year-to-

date, which is 1 percent 
under its position last 
year.

The Parish Council 
and the Sheriff, both 
with parish-wide taxes, 
had 1 percent increases 
in March collections, 
and 4 percent increases 
year-to-date.

The Parish Council, 
which has a one-cent 
tax (for roads and 
jail expenses), col-
lected $1,084,059 last 
month; and stands at 
$10,661,359 year-to-date.

The Sheriff’s Office, 
which has a half-cent 
tax, collected $542,340 
last month and stands 
at $5,332,472 year-to-
date.

Revenue from all 
three drainage districts 
is so far exceeding 
year-to-date collections 
last year, especially 
Gravity Drainage 
District 1, which is 9 
percent over collec-
tions from the first nine 
months of the previous 
year.

Drainage District 1 
collected $815,019 year-
to-date, and collected 
$80,843 last month, 
an increase of 5 per-
cent over the previous 
March.

Drainage District 1 is 
in the Denham Springs 
area.

All three drainage 
districts collect a half-
cent tax.

Gravity Drainage Dis-
trict 5, in the Walker 
area, is 2 percent over 
collections from the 
first nine months of the 
previous year.

Drainage District 
5 collected $1,091,992 
year-to-date, and col-
lected $108,051 last 
month, an increase of 6 
percent over the previ-
ous March.

Gravity Drainage Dis-
trict 2, in the Watson 
area, is 4 percent over 
collections from the 
first nine months of the 
previous year.

Drainage District 2 
collected $608,201 year-
to-date, and collected 
$64,552 last month, a 6 
percent decrease over 
the previous March.

Sales tax revenues hold up 

despite vehicle slowdown
March Sales Tax 2013

 

 2014 2013

School Board $2,813,872 $2,802,073

Parish $1,084,059 $1,075,686 

Sheriff $542,340 $537,855

Denham Springs $543,277 $559,349

Walker $247,225 $239,800

Drainage District 1 $80,843  $77,027

Drainage District 2 $64,552 $68,620

Drainage District 5 $108,051 $102,359

Albany $27,488 $25,122

Springfield $31,018 $28,202

Livingston $29,230 $27,157

TOTAL $5,892,666 $5,845,897
A 1% ($46,769) increase

SUBMITTED

SPCA adoptables
The SPCA of Livingston will host the PetSmart 
Charities National Adoption Weekend at PetSmart 
on Millerville Road on May 3 and 4 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. each day. Many agencies will participate 
all under one tent with more than 100 adoptable 
dogs, cats, puppies and kittens. Each approved 
adoption application receives a free bag of food, 
a toy and coupons. The non-refundable adoption 
donation includes: spay or neuter, age appropri-
ate vaccines, worming, and flea control. Call 225-
788-6940 or visit www.livingstonspca.com.
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Vivian Adams
II Timothy 4:6-7 “For 

I am now ready to be of-
fered and the time of my 
departure is at hand. 
I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept 
the faith.” Vivian Self 
Adams entered her 
heavenly home to be 
with the Lord at the 
age of 91. Born May 5, 
1922, to the late Peter 
and Mary Jane Myles 
Self in Pine Grove, she 
entered eternal rest 
on Sunday, April 27, 
2014, at 2:05 at Baton 
Rouge General Hospital, 
Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton 
Rouge. Viewing was at 
12:30 p.m. until funeral 
services at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, May 3, at Greater 
New Galilee Baptist 
Church, 9185 Wilbur St., 
Baton Rouge, the Rev. 
Mark Litt officiating. 
Burial was in South-
ern Memorial Garden. 
She loved to praise the 
Lord, sing and do her 
holy dance. She loved 
to read her bible. Sis 
Vivian Adams leaves to 
cherish her memories 
two daughters, Laura 
(Larry) LeBlanc, St. 
Martinville, and Caro-
lyn Ann Perry, Mays 
Landing, NJ; four sons, 
Silas (Marty) Adams 
Jr., Houston, Texas, 
Charles (Jackie), Bruce 
and Jerry Adams, 
all of Baton Rouge; 
21 grandchildren; 29 
great-grandchildren; 
12 great-great-grand 
children; two brothers, 
Min. Leon Self Sr. of 
Pine Grove, and David 
(Idella) Self of Baton 
Rouge; three sisters-in-
law, Ms. Caroline Ad-
ams, Idella and Audrey 
Self; a host of nieces and 
nephews, cousins and 
friends; and a dedicated 
Homecare Aide Assis-
tant, Lisa Gaines. Sis 
Vivian was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Peter and Mary Jane 
Self; husband, Silas Sr.; 
son, Kenny; son-in-law, 
Dwayne (Butch) Perry; 
sisters, Hattie Vicie 
Foster, Josephine Byrd, 
Ethel M. Rankins, 
Ada Self, and Maxine 
Bowman; and brothers, 
Peter Self Jr. Willie Self, 
Albert Self and Frank 
Self. Winnfield Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements. 

Valley Andrews
A ceremony cel-

ebrating the life of Mr. 
Valley Alton Andrews 
was held Friday at the 
chapel of Seale Funeral 
Home. Visitation was 
held until the ceremony. 
Interment followed 
in Plainview Baptist 
Church Cemetery. Mr. 
Andrews was born in 
Frost to the union of 
Griffin and Rowena 
Edwards Andrews 
on Jan. 20, 1924, and 
departed from this life 
on Wednesday, April 
30, 2014, at his home 
in Denham Springs at 
the age of 90 years. He 
was a retired mechanic 
and logger. He was an 
avid outdoorsman with 
a passion for hunt-
ing and time spent at 
the hunting club. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents; and 
siblings, Hilda Dupui 
and Vivian Andrews. 
He is survived by his 
sister, Betty Covington; 
brother, Hiram May 
Jr. and wife Helen; and 
many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces and great-
nephews. The family 
wishes to express their 
heartfelt appreciation to 
Hospice Generations for 
their care and compas-
sion; also Plainview 
Baptist Church for all 
of your prayers and 
support; we shall never 
forget all that you did. 
To sign the online guest 
book, visit www.seale-
funeral.com. 

Wendy Gilyard
Wendy Annette 

“Midget” Gilyard, “I 
have fought the good 
fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the 
faith.” II Timothy 4:7. A 
resident of Baton Rouge, 
she departed this life 
Tuesday, April 22, 2014, 
at Ochsner Medical 
Center, Baton Rouge, 

at age 50. She was the 
beloved wife of Dietrick 
Baham; mother of Der-
emy Bolden (Bianca) 
and Davarius Bolden of 
Denham Springs; Spe-
cialist Darius Bolden of 
Fort Hood, Texas, and 
Deante’ Baham (“the 
apple of her eye”) of Ba-
ton Rouge; two grand-
children, Chloe Bolden 
of Denham Springs and 
Justin Turner of Baton 
Rouge; four sisters, De-
loris Kinchen of Hous-
ton; Diane Gilyard of 
Lathorp, CA; Gwendo-
lyn Gilyard and Cheryl 
Gilmore of Baton Rouge; 
four brothers, George 
Kinchen Sr. of New Or-
leans, James Kinchen 
Sr. (Rita) of Denham 
Springs, Isaac Gilyard 
Jr. of Baton Rouge and 
Timothy Gilyard (Lyri-
ca) of Prairieville; a god 
sister, Mechelle Primus; 
a loving and devoted 
mother-in-law, Linda 
Baham of Covington; 
two sisters-in-law, 
Bianca and Whitney 
Baham of Covington; 
a devoted friend of the 
family, Velma Barnes; 
and a host of nieces, 
nephews and other 
relatives and friends. 
Religious service was 
at New Zion Baptist 
Church, 126 East St., 
Denham Springs, at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, May 
3, conducted by the Rev. 
Dr. Leroy Taylor. En-
tombment in Evergreen 
Memorial Park and 
Mausoleum, Denham 
Springs. Arrange-
ments entrusted to 
MJR Friendly Service 
Funeral Home, Denham 
Springs. 225-665-8002.

Betty Guilliams
Betty Jo Myers Guil-

liams, age 87, of Baton 
Rouge, died at home 
on April 28, 2014. She 
is survived by two 
sons, Brian (Kathy) 
Guilliams of Denham 
Springs and Chaplain 
(LT) Robert (Dee Dee) 
Guilliams of Kailua, 
Hawaii; three daugh-
ters, Laura Guilliams 
of Prairieville, Louise 
(Kyle) Cunningham 
of Denham Springs, 
and Ruth (Chris) 
Hood of Baton Rouge; 
18 grandchildren; 13 
great-grandchildren; 
and three great-great-
grandchildren. She was 
preceded in death by 
her husband, Harold 
T. Guilliams; son, Glen 
Guilliams; grandson, 
Joshua Guilliams; and 
great-grandson, Ethan 
Cherry. Visitation and 
funeral services were 
at Seale Funeral Home 
in Denham Springs on 
Friday. Burial was in 
Coulee Bethel Baptist 
Church Cemetery in 
Campti with grave-
side services. Memo-
rial donations may be 
made to Woodlawn 
Baptist Church Build-
ing Fund (5805 Jones 
Creek Rd, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70817) or to Luke’s 

League (40060 Bismarck 
St, Ponchatoula, LA 
70454). Special thanks 
to Dr. David West and 
his nurse Trudy, and 
Cardinal Hospice staff, 
especially David, Shari, 
B. J. and Roslyn. Sign 
the online guest book at 
www.sealefuneral.com.

Willie Lewis Jr.
Willie “Junior” 

Fenton Lewis Jr., 86, 
lost his battle with lung 
cancer on April 28, 2014. 
He was born on Oct. 6, 
1928, to the late Lillian 
Ard Lewis and Willie 
“Bill” Fenton Lewis Sr. 
in Montpelier, where he 
resided most of his life. 
He served his country 
in two branches of the 
military, Army and 
Navy. He was also a 
Merchant Marine. He 
has been a proud mem-
ber of Ironworkers Lo-
cal 623 of Baton Rouge 
for over 61 years. He 
was the first fire chief of 
his hometown of Mont-
pelier and the former 
owner of Lewis Fence 
Post Plant. He was a 
member of the United 
Methodist Church in 
Montpelier. He loved 
to hunt, fish, yard sale, 
garden, dance, watch 
Shelby and shoot dice. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Lillian and Bill Lewis; 
and his loving wife of 
60 years, Hester Schenk 
Lewis. He is remem-
bered by his two girls, 
Connie Lewis Williams 
and husband Dennis 
Williams of Montpelier, 
and Marcia Lewis Little 
and husband Casey Lit-
tle of Denham Springs; 
grandchildren, Joy Wil-
liams Lea and husband 
Matthew Lea of Prai-
rieville, Dustin Fenton 
Williams and wife Cath-
erine Dixon Williams 
of Montpelier, Casey 
Little Coughlin and 
husband Kerry Cough-
lin of Baton Rouge, and 
Jamie Little Bueche and 
husband Scott Bueche 
of Denham Springs; and 
four great-grandchil-
dren, Avery Lea, Drew 
Coughlin and Aubrey 
and Brantley Bueche. 
He will be missed by 
his two sisters, Betty 
Boudreaux and Shirley 
Watson, along with 
her husband, Hilary 
Watson of Montpelier; 
sister-in-law, Mavis 
Addison of Slidell; and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews. Pallbearers 
were Dennis Williams, 
Casey Little, Dustin 
Williams, Matt Lea, 
Kerry Coughlin and 
Scott Bueche. Honorary 
pallbearer was Wendell 
Morgan. The family 
would like to give a very 
special thank you to 
Dr. Stephen Watson, Dr. 
Derris Ray, the teams of 
caring people at Hood 
Memorial Hospital and 
Dennis Williams, who 
went above and beyond. 
Visitation was at the 
Montpelier Methodist 

Church until services 
on Friday, conducted by 
the Rev. Donald Young. 
Burial followed in the 
Montpelier Cemetery. 
McKneely Funeral 
Home, Amite, in charge 
of arrangements. For an 
online guest book, visit 
www.mckneelys.com.

Mattie Plant
Mattie Lee Hardy 

Plant, a native of 
Plaquemine, was born 
May 8, 1930, in Denham 
Springs to the union 
of Ellis Hardy Sr. and 
Evelyn Evans Hardy. 
She was united in holy 
matrimony on Aug. 25, 
1949, to Pierre Plant 
Sr. To this union, 14 
children were born. 
The family moved to 
Chicago, Ill., in 1963. 
On Easter Sunday, 
April 20, 2014, at 10:45 
a.m., after a long and 
hard 20 year battle with 
Parkinson’s disease, 
Mattie was granted her 
angel wings. Her final 
days were spent at home 
surrounded by her fam-
ily. She leaves behind to 
cherish her memories 
seven daughters, Helen 
Chapman (Robert) Rich-
ton Park, Ill., Virginia 
Turner, Moreno Valley, 
Calif., Janice Sanders, 
Chicago Ill., Belinda 
Reeves (Lynn) Calumet 
Park, Ill., Virgie Rush, 
Cynthia Plant, Delilah 
Bennett (Benjamin 
III) Chicago, Ill; seven 
sons, Charles Plant 
(Brenda) of Duncan, 
Okla., Jerome Plant 
Sr. (Carla), Henderson, 
Nev., Ivan Wayne Plant, 
Rodger Plant (Shavon), 
DeKalb, Ill., Rodney 
Plant of Seattle, Wash., 
Anthony Plant Sr., Eric 
Plant, Chicago, Ill.; 
three stepdaughters, 
Alma Mellion (Law-
rence), Vera Brooks 
(Charles) Plaquemine, 
Felecie Carlin (Law-
rence), Zachary; step-
son, Pierre Plant Jr. 
(Agnes) of Baton Rouge; 
brother, Alvin Hardy, 
St. Louis, Mo.; three sis-
ters, Genester Jackson, 
Baton Rouge, Evelyn 
Handley, Atlanta, Ga., 
Josephine Johnson, 
Chicago, Ill.; two broth-
ers-in-law, Armson 
Handley, Atlanta, Ga., 
Alfred Plant Sr., Baton 
Rouge; 38 grandchil-
dren; 32 great-grand-
children; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, 

relatives and friends. 
Mattie was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
spouse, Pierre Plant Sr.; 
two sisters, Maybeline 
Johnson, and Cora Mae 
Joseph; two brothers, 
Jessie Hardy Sr. and 
Ellis Hardy Jr.; grand-
son, Raphael Rush Jr.; 
granddaughter, Alicia 
Plant Brewer; and son-
in-law, Norman Turner 
Sr. 

Leon Terrase Sr.
Leon Joseph Terrase 

Sr. has passed into 
eternity with his Lord 
Jesus on April 28, 2014. 
He was a Child of God 
because he believed and 
received Jesus as his 
Savior. “But as many 
as received Him, to 
them gave He power to 
become the children of 
God, even to them that 
believe on His name.” 
John 1:12. Leon was 
born in New Orleans 
on May 28, 1932. He 
lived in New Orleans 
for most of his life but 
has lived in Denham 
Springs since Septem-
ber of 1999. He is the 
son of the late Leonardo 
Terrase and Conchetta 
Palmisano. He was mar-
ried on April 11, 1953, 
to his loving wife of 
61 years, Janet Mary 
Meilleuir, who survives 
him. They had four 
children who survive 
him, Leon J. (Sonny) 
Terrase Jr., Mrs. Cath-
erine Bardwell, Ricky 
G. Terrase and Mrs. 
Cindy Miller. He is the 
brother of the late Mrs. 
Dolly Savoie Inbau and 
the late Mrs. Rose Rita 
Ruiz. He is also sur-
vived by 12 grandchil-
dren and 6 great-grand-
children. He was 81 
years old. Leon served 
in the United States 
Marine Corp. and later 
became a Corrosion 
Specialist in the field of 
Cathodic Protection. He 
was owner and Presi-
dent of Delta Corrosion 
Offshore, Inc. in Belle 
Chasse for 27 years. 
He was an Employee 
of Coastal Corrosion 
Offshore LLC in Baton 
Rouge for over 10 years. 
He was a member of 
Woodlawn Baptist 
Church in Baton Rouge, 
and previous member 
of New Orleans Bible 
Church and founding 
member of Berean Bible 
Church in New Orleans. 

Relatives and friends of 
the family were invited 
to attend the visitation 
at Mothe Funeral Home, 
2100 Westbank Express-
way, Harvey, Louisiana 
(504) 366-4343, on Friday 
until funeral services.  
Interment followed in 
the Westlawn Memorial 
Park & Mausoleum at 
1225 Whitney Avenue, 
Gretna, Louisiana 70056 
(504) 393-1741. Officiat-
ing Minister/Pastor 
was Larry E Miller, for 
30 years Pastor of Bere-
an Bible Church; Other 
Participating Pastors: 
Tommy Middleton 
and Lewis Richerson 
of Woodlawn Baptist 
Church in Baton Rouge. 
Family and friends may 
view and sign the on-
line guest book at www.
mothefunerals.com. 

Wilmot Zimmerman
II Timothy 4:7; “I have 

fought the good fight, 
I have finished my 
course, I have kept the 
faith.” Wilmot Moore 
Zimmerman, 77, went 
to be with his Lord and 
Savior on Sunday, April 
27, 2014. He was a native 
of Zachary and resident 
of Baker. He is survived 
by his wife of 36 years, 
Pauline S. Zimmerman; 
daughters, Carol Z. 
Oglesby and husband 
Terry of Meadville, 
Miss., Becky McLin Da-
vis and husband Blaine 
Favaron of Zachary, 
Vicky McLin Burke and 
husband John of Baton 
Rouge; sons, Butch 
McLin and wife Lisa, 
A.W. “Artie” Zimmer-
man, all of Zachary, 
Steve Mclin and wife 
Lenora of Walker, Brett 
Zimmerman and wife 
Leslie of Long Beach, 
Miss., Bart Zimmerman 
and wife Tracy of Baton 
Rouge; sister, Eva Z. 
Fair of Phoenix, Ariz.; 
numerous nieces, neph-
ews, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; 
and two special friends, 
Jay Ashford and Jack 
Miller. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Arthur Moore and 
Mattie Young Zimmer-
man; and sister, Betty 
Z. Wise, Louisville, Ky. 
A memorial service will 
be held at Young Fam-
ily Cemetery at a later 
date. Special thanks 
to the staff at North-
ridge Community Care 
Center.

I  OBITUARIES ___
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I  FELONY ARRESTS ___
LIVINGSTON — The following 

persons were booked into the 
Livingston Parish Prison between 
noon, Wednesday, April 23, 
2014, and noon, Wednesday, 
April 30, 2014, according to 
booking records from the 
Sheriff’s office. These records 
do not reflect innocence or 
guilt:

Randall Babin, 41, 1622 Sunset 
Dr., Denham Springs, was 
charged with failure to notify 
law enforcement of change 
of address as a sex offender 
and unlawful use or access of 
social media.

Rodney Bailey, 48, 12308 Dear-
view Road, Gonzales, was 
charged with DWI.

Karen Berthelot, 44, 9937 Pon-
der Lane, Denham Springs, 
was charged with criminal 
mischief, possession of Sched-
ule II drugs and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

Nicholas Blankenship, 20, 101 
Joan St., Denham Springs, 
was charged with two counts 
of simple burglary, driving 
under suspension, careless 
operation, illegal carrying of 
weapons, possession of mari-
juana and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Joseph Bourghs, 41, 1631 
Gardner Ave., Denham 
Springs, was charged with 
possession of marijuana, 
child desertion and illegal 
carrying of a weapon.

Kurt Browning, 35, 109 Laf-
fite Dr., Baton Rouge, was 
charged with simple bur-
glary, speeding, unauthor-
ized use of a motor vehicle, 
criminal trespassing and 
attempted theft.

Seth Crnko, 18, 30802 Barnett 
Lane, Denham Springs, was 
charged with simple bur-
glary.

Thomas Erwin, 53, 30651 
Baker St., Denham Springs, 
was charged with carrying a 
firearm/dangerous weapon at 
a school.

Percy Fontenette, 48, 1203 
Glenbrook Dr., Denham 
Springs, was charged with 
felony theft.

April Fontenot, 35, 23640 
Walker South Road, #69, Den-
ham Springs, was charged 
with DWI and expired MVI.

Brantley Juban, 26, 32500 Bud 
Juban Road, Springfield, was 
charged with DWI.

David Juergens, 37, 2503 Dela-
chaise, New Orleans, was 
charged with possession of 
Schedule II drugs with intent 
to distribute, possession of 
marijuana and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

Joshua Kirkland, 34, 21856 
Perry Ferry, Lot B, Denham 
Springs, was charged with 
theft, possession of marijua-
na, possession of Schedule IV 
drugs and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Kasey Lane, 24, 30046 King 
St., Apt. 3, Walker, was 
charged with possession 
of marijuana, DWI, theft, 
disturbing the peace and 
expired MVI.

Desiree Lecroy, 30, 29749 
Bloss Ave., Livingston, was 
charged with second degree 
battery with serious bodily 
injury.

Frank Lee, 26, 31830 Vivian 
White Road, Albany, was 
charged with operation and 
creation of a methamphet-
amine lab.

Brett Lindeau, 19, 30584 North 
Horseshoe Road, Indepen-
dence, was charged with 
felony carnal knowledge of a 
juvenile and contributing to 
the delinquency of juveniles.

Rickey Mangerchine, 57, 24643 
Hwy. 42, Holden, was charged 
with possession of Sched-
ule IV drugs with intent to 
distribute, DWI, possession of 
Schedule II drugs and posses-
sion of alcoholic beverages in 
a motor vehicle.

Caleb McAdams, 27, 8941 Har-
ris Road, Denham Springs, 
was charged with three 
counts of sexual battery.

Christopher Mendez, 30, 17725 
Backfield Ave., Baton Rouge, 
was charged with possession 
of Schedule II drugs, disturb-
ing the peace, resisting an 
officer and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Timothy Nelson, 19, 27110 
Lake View Dr., Holden, was 
charged with operation and 
creation of a methamphet-
amine lab and expired MVI.

Victor Palmer, 46, 25048 Hwy. 
42, Holden, was charged with 
criminal mischief, posses-
sion of Schedule II drugs and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia.

Chasity Parish, 23, 33454 
Hwy. 43, Independence, was 

charged with operation and 
creation of a methamphet-
amine lab.

Jackson Phillips, 19, 33683 
Beverly Dr., Denham Springs, 
was charged with terroriz-
ing.

Lisa Reid, 49, 20942 Hwy. 42, 
Livingston, was charged with 
aggravated battery.

Bryan Rodriguez, 26, 2917 Shi-
loh Lane, Bossier City, was 
charged with DWI.

Russell Roser, 52, 14311 
Mercer Lane, Hammond, was 
charged with DWI, careless 
operation, driving under sus-
pension and expired vehicle 
registration.

Lynn Schexnayder, 52, 20144 
Perrilloux Road, Livingston, 
was charged with DWI and 
aggravated battery.

Dennis Shepherd, 62, 2512 
Vilage, Katy, Texas, was 
charged with DWI, posses-
sion of alcoholic beverages in 
a motor vehicle and attempt-
ing to solicit for prostitutes.

Seana Simmons, 24, 30584 
North Horseshoe Road, 
Independence, was charged 
with unauthorized entry of 
an inhabited dwelling, simple 
criminal damage to property 
and disturbing the peace.

Michael Spain, 28, 209 Coro-
net St., Denham Springs, was 
charged with simple bur-
glary.

Danielle Thibodeaux, 33, 26229 
Walker South, Denham 
Springs, was charged with 
operation and creation of a 
methamphetamine lab, pos-
session of Schedule I drugs, 
possession of Schedule II 
drugs with intent to distrib-
ute and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Harvey Wagner, 42, 28605 
James Chapel Road, Holden, 
was charged with simple 
burglary.

Albert Watson, 29, 1147 
Tams Dr., Baton Rouge, was 
charged with possession 
of Schedule II drugs, DWI, 
driving under suspension, 
unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle and speeding.

Christian Wolk, 43, 34885 Lotts 
Lane, Denham Springs, was 
charged with DWI, careless 
operation, driving under 
suspension, possession of 
marijuana and illegal posses-
sion of stolen things.

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

BATON ROUGE – A local 
member of the state 
legislative delegation 
lauded the swift pas-
sage in committee on a 
House bill that would 
make it unlawful to pay 
an individual less than 
another individual on 
the basis of gender.

State Rep. Valarie 
Hodges, R-Watson, said 
the quick approval of 
House Bill 956 marked 
“a monumental event 
for women in the state 
of Louisiana.”

Hodges co-sponsored 
the bill authored by 
District 79 Rep. Julie 
Stokes, R-Kenner, 
which would require 

equal pay “when both 
individuals work on 
jobs that require equal 
skill, effort, and re-
sponsibility, and which 
are performed under 
similar working condi-
tions.”

The bill would also 
prohibit employers 
from cutting any other 
employee wages to 

come into compliance 
with the legislation.

The measure heads 
to the House floor for 
debate Monday.

Hodges cited statistics 
from the U.S. Labor 
Bureau that stated 
that in the Louisiana 
population – 51 percent 
female – 40 percent of 
them earn a living, but 

women earn 67 cents to 
the dollar in compari-
son to the work per-
formed by their male 
counterparts at the 
same skill level.

“It’s time to make 
changes in our law,” 
she said. “This legisla-
tion will balance the 
scales for working 
women.”

The elimination of 
the wage gap would 
significantly improve 
the quality of life for 
women in Louisiana

“With the expectation 
of a booming business 
climate in Louisiana, 
I am proud to be a 
sponsor of this bill and 
the fight for equality,” 
Hodges said.

Hodges thrilled with quick passage of equal pay bill

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

BATON ROUGE – Final pas-
sage in the state House of 
Representatives marks 
the next stop for a series 
of Senate resolutions 
that propose major road 
improvements through-
out Livingston Parish.

The resolutions 
authored by state Sen. 
Dale Erdey, R-Livings-
ton, make their way to 
the full House for final 
debate Wednesday.

The four bills breezed 
through a hearing Mon-
day before the House 
Committee on Trans-
portation, Highways and 
Public Works.

The swift approval 
– with no debate – did not 
surprise Erdey.

“Those projects are 
very important for our 
parish, which continues 
to be one of the fastest 
growing in the state,” 
he said. “Plus, they 
recognized the need for 
improved public safety 
throughout our area.”

The road work package 
includes the widening 
of U.S. 190 from La. 16 to 
La. 63, or from Denham 
Springs to Walker, in-
cluded in Senate Concur-
rent Resolution 25.

The U.S. 190 artery 
served as the primary 
east-west route before 
completion of Interstate 
12 in 1972. But it remains 
an artery, particularly 
during road closures, 
wrecks and rush-hour 
congestion on the Inter-
state.

The addition of a com-
munity college between 
Denham Springs and 

Walker will also bring 
additional traffic into 
the area. 

SCR 24 calls for 
widening of La. 22 from 
Springfield to the Inter-
state 55 interchange in 
Tangipahoa Parish, near 
Ponchatoula. The expan-
sion would ease conges-
tion as commuter traffic 
continues to grown in 
that area, Erdey said.

Erdey also emphasized 
the need for fast action 
on the work listed in 
SCR 31, which would 
widen a bridge along 
Bend Road in Watson, 
one of the fastest grow-
ing areas in Livingston 
Parish.

He said the bridge 
cannot accommodate 
two-way traffic and is 
becoming too weak to 
bear the burden of large 
trucks that occasionally 
pass through the area.

SCR 26 asks for the 
development of round-
abouts on La. 21 at the 
intersections of Eden 
Church and Lockhart 
roads, as well as Dunn 
Road at Lockhart.

The bills bring atten-
tion to the increased 
congestion that has 
come with the spike 
in Livingston Parish’s 
population over the last 
20 years.

It has brought about 
more accidents on major 
arteries, something that 
could continue to esca-
late as the parish faces 
another surge in residen-
tial growth as a result of 
several major industrial 
projects throughout the 
Greater Baton Rouge 
area.

Erdey highway 
bills on fast track

Pope rejects Common 
Core compromise
By John Dupont 

The Livingston Parish News

BATON ROUGE – A House bill 
that softens the impact 
of Common Core test-
ing may cause more 
harm than good for the 
Louisiana public schools, 
according to a state repre-
sentative from Livingston 
Parish.

Denham Springs 
Republican J. Rogers 
Pope said Thursday he 
believes House Bill 953 
should address potential 
problems with the cur-
riculum and its related 
testing, rather than pro-
longing a solution.

The legislation, spon-
sored by House Speaker 
Pro Tem Walt Leger II, 
D-New Orleans, would ex-
tend the transition phase 
from two to three years 
for the new academic 
standards and testing 
associated with the hotly-
debated curriculum.

“They might be doing 
this as a compromise, 
but it doesn’t achieve 
anything,” Pope said. “It 
just delays it by one year, 
which I don’t think would 
make for a lot of stability 
for our school parents 
and teachers.”

The bill passed 10-6 
Tuesday in the House 
Education Committee, 
amid opposition from 
supporters and foes of the 
new standards, which are 
set to take effect the next 
school year.

Pope, a longtime Liv-
ingston Parish educa-
tor/administrator and 
former Superintendent of 
Schools, has been vocal 
in his opposition to Com-
mon Core curriculum 
since it came under criti-
cism last fall.

He believes states 
should reserve the right 
to implement standards 
for its educational as-
sessments, rather than 
adapt to one national test 
standard.

Pope believes the state 
could serve teachers, 
parents and students to 
make one decision – go 
with Common Core or 
abandon it.

“It needs to be settled 
one way or another – ei-
ther we do it or we don’t 
do it,” he said. “They’re 
probably trying to work 
out something that would 
appease both sides, and 
I’m not sure they’ll be 
able to do that.”

State Superintendent 
of Education John White 
said in a recent hearing 
that any delay in full 
implantation of Common 
Core and the PARCC test-
ing would prove disas-
trous, both fiscally and 
academically.

Governor Bobby Jindal, 
meanwhile, remains crit-
ical Common Core. He 
particularly opposes the 
PARCC testing, which he 
criticized as a “one size 
fits all” form of testing.
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Denham Springs Garden Club 

celebrates 50 years. B3.Living

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

S
ome of Denise Powers’ fondest 
memories involve the laughs 
she and her father shared 

when they watched TV reruns that 
featured the man they considered 
their all-time favorite comic actor.

Those memories brought her 
from Baton Rouge to the Livings-
ton Parish Library to attend “Tied 
Up in Knotts,” a fond tribute to the 
late Don Knotts, presented by his 
daughter, Karen Knotts.

Powers listened with others to 
the one-person show, which fo-
cused on the childhood, career and 
close relationship with the man 
best known for his roles as Barney 
Fife on “The Andy Griffith Show” 
and Ralph Furley on “Three’s Com-
pany.”

“This was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,” said Powers, 43. “My 
dad and I watched him on those 
two shows every chance we got, but 
after this, I gained an even greater 
appreciation of him.

“Aside from that, I gained an 
appreciation for his daughter,” she 
said. “She’s very witty and charm-
ing.”

Karen Knotts, an actress and 
now librarian in her native Los 
Angeles, used a combination of 
hats, wigs and songs to enhance 
stories about different people and 
eras in the life of her father, who 

died in 2006 at age 81.
She discussed her father’s child-

hood in his native Morgantown, 
W.Va., and the influences that 
would ultimately play a role in his 
career.

“Dad, like so many in his era, 
enjoyed the radio comedy teams of 
that era, such as George Burns and 
Gracie Allen, Bud Abbott and Lou 
Costello, Fibber McGhee and Molly 
and most of all, Edgar Bergen and 
Charlie McCarthy,” Karen said. 
“He developed an appreciation for 

the humor and wit that brought so 
many laughs.”

Bergen and McCarthy (a wooden 
dummy) so fascinated Knotts that 
he embraced the art of ventrilo-
quism. It coincided with his fledg-
ling skills to captivate audiences 
and draw laughter.

She also discussed her father’s 
time in the U.S. Army, during 
which he entertained fellow 
soldiers. In the years after World 
War II, her father spent time in 
New York City, where he and other 
aspiring comics sought their big 
break. He landed guest spots on 
various variety programs, most 
notably “The Red Skelton Show.”

“He played a cowboy in a sketch 
in which he showed a lot of the 
same persona that later became 
Barney Fife,” Karen said.

Knotts also enjoyed a stint as a 
regular on “The Steve Allen Show” 
which featured him in ‘Man on the 
Street’ sketches.

He also had a brief stint on the 
long-running soap opera “Search 
for Tomorrow.” 

“Nobody today would ever imag-
ine he did a soap opera,” she said.

Despite the TV roles, she said, a 
supporting role in a movie classic 
changed his life. Knotts played 
a high-strung psychiatrist in 
the Broadway hit-turned-movie 
“No Time for Sergeants,” which 
marked his initial pairing with 
Andy Griffith.

“They hit it off immediately,” 
Karen said. “They had perfect 
chemistry.”

Knotts approached Griffith 
not long after that when Griffith 
filmed a pilot for what would be-
come his long-running TV sitcom. 
“The Andy Griffith Show” (1960-68) 
was a smash hit for CBS and made 
Knotts – and his character, the 
manic deputy Barney Fife – iconic 
TV personalities.

“Andy was the perfect foil for my 
dad,” she said. “They had great 
chemistry together, and it showed 
from the start.”

But the role of Fife was not in-
tended as a prominent character.

“Dad was originally supposed to 
be the straight man,” Karen said. 
“But it didn’t take them long to 
discover that it worked better with 
Andy as the straight man.”

Karen said her dad and Griffith 
often hammered out additional 
dialogue to fill a scene.

“They’d gather in a corner, talk it 
out and come back with something 
truly great,” Karen said. “That’s 
just how good their chemistry 
was.”

Don Knotts won several Emmys 
during his five seasons on the 
show. Despite the character’s be-
lievability, Karen said the role was 
not a leisurely stroll for her father. 
Production often lasted 10 or 12 
hours five days a week.

“He spent all day Sunday study-
ing the script over and over – we 
knew not to bother him,” she said. 
“It took him hours to determine 
the best way to read even a small 
line.”

She said she became friends 
with Ron Howard and Jim Nabors, 
among other cast members from 
the sitcom.

“It was a great big family,” Karen 
said.

The sitcom has built a whole new 
appreciation across several genera-
tions, thanks to syndication.

“I love that show, and I really en-
joyed learning more about both the 
show and him,” said Elizabeth Jor-
dan, 18. “I’d have to say my favorite 
episode was ‘The Pickle Story.’” 

Don Knotts left the series only in 
response to Griffith’s intention to 
end the series after five seasons. 
He accepted the title role in “The 
Incredible Mr. Limpet” and signed 
a multi-year film deal with Univer-
sal Pictures.

Knotts followed the film roles 
with a short-lived NBC variety 
series. The variety format was not 
his cup of tea.

“It was far different from doing 
a sitcom,” Karen said. “There was 
also trouble with the writers and 
trying to get good material.”

Knotts also did cartoon voice 
roles, most notably two guest spots 

on “Scooby Doo.”
“That was the first time I saw 

him,” said Michael Preston, 25, 
who also attended the library 
event. “From there, I started 
watching him on other shows, and 
I’ve been a fan ever since.”

Karen also discussed growing 
up with her father in Beverly Hills 
after her parents divorced and the 
close relationship they enjoyed 
during her high school and college 
years.

“I had trouble making friends, so 
he decided to have a swim party 
at our house and let me invite my 
entire high school class,” Karen 
said. “That’s just the kind of loving 
father I had.”

He took on the role of landlord 
Ralph Furley in 1979 on the sitcom 
“Three’s Company,” which paired 
him with John Ritter, who would 
become a close friend.

Similar to his earlier series, writ-
ers did not originally put Knotts 
in a prominent role. That changed 
upon the departure of Suzanne 
Somers, which led to a bigger role 
for Knotts.

“He got all the ‘dingy’ lines and 
essentially became the replace-
ment for Chrissy Snow,” Karen 
said.

Knotts spent the rest of his ca-
reer doing guest spots, occasional 
movie roles and a reunion of “The 
Andy Griffith Show.”

Karen even got to work on the 
TV movie, playing the secretary 
for Opie (her longtime friend Ron 
Howard). But she recalled that it 
was not an extremely happy expe-
rience for her father.

“It just wasn’t the same, as he 
told me,” she said. 

Karen and her father enjoyed a 
close relationship during his final 
years. Her father knew he had 
reached the end when he was diag-
nosed with cancer.

“In his last hours, I asked him if 
he would make it,” she said. “He 
simply said, ‘No!’”

Karen said she forever misses 
her father, and that he was always 
grateful for the opportunities he 
had as an actor.

“He so enjoyed bringing people 
happiness and laughter,” she said.

As for Powers, she left with a 
whole new appreciation for Don 
Knotts.

“They just don’t make them like 
him anymore,” she said.

TV ICON DON KNOTTS’ DAUGHTER talks to fans at the library 
about his life, his career and the people he knew.

‘Dad was 
originally 
supposed to 
be the straight 
man.’

‘He spent all 
day Sunday 
studying the 
script over and 
over – we knew 
not to bother 
him.’

Karen Knotts gives an 
animated performance as 
she talks about her father, 
Don Knotts.
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Above, comic TV actor Don 
Knotts of "The Andy Griffith 
Show," "Three's Company" 

and "Matlock."  



SUNDAY, MAY 4

Food Fest at Abundant Life  
More than 100 food items will be 

served at the Abundant Life Church 
Food Fest on May 4 at 5 p.m. Cost 
is $10 for adults and $5 for children 
under 12. Tickets are available at the 
door. There will also be inflatables 
for children and free hot dogs. 
Abundant Life Church is located on 
Edgewood Drive in Denham Springs. 

“A Handsome Tale” auditions  
Auditions for the LPCC Dinner 

Theatre “A Handsome Tale” will be 
held May 4 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at 
New Covenant Baptist Church in 
Denham Springs. It is a fun spoof of 
the 1950s weekly radio saga. Even 
before they go live on the air, every-
thing goes wrong. The audience gets 
to watch the mayhem as they try to 
pull off a smooth broadcast. Casting 
of males and females from age 20 - 60 
are needed. For more information, 
send an e-mail to dwtoups@gmail.
com.

Groundbreaking at Hebron  
Hebron Baptist Church will hold a 

Groundbreaking Ceremony for their 
new worship and children’s build-
ing on May 4 following the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service, 11:45 - noon. Hebron 
is excited to begin this long-awaited 
vision which will include a 600-seat 
auditorium, children’s educational 
and worship space, and an expansive 
entrance gathering area. Construc-
tion is set to begin within the next 
30 days. A Homecoming celebration 
dinner will follow the Groundbreak-
ing Ceremony. The public is invited. 

Fido and Feline Fiesta  
The SPCA of Livingston will host 

the PetSmart Charities National 
Adoption Weekend at PetSmart On 
Millerville Road on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 3 and 4, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Many agencies participating 
all under one tent. More than 100 
adoptable dogs, cats, puppies and 
kittens. Each approved adoption ap-
plication receives a free bag of food, 
a toy and money saving coupons. 
Non-refundable adoption donation 
includes: spay or neuter, age appro-
priate vaccines, worming, and flea 
control. There will be activities for 
the kids, snuggles and puppy kisses 
for everyone. Call 225-788-6940, visit 
www.livingstonspca.com or the 
SPCA facebook page at www.face-
book.com/LivingstonSPCA. SPCA 
pets can also be viewed at Petfinder 
or adopt me websites. 

MONDAY, MAY 5
“Unleashed Studio Artists”  

The Arts Council of Livingston 
Parish will feature 13 local artists in 
the May exhibit “Unleashed Studio 
Artists” May 5 - 30. A reception for 
the artists will be held May 10 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The exhibit also in-
cludes handmade paper beads made 
into jewelry, wire-wrapped pendants 
and postage stamp pins. The public 
is invited. For more information, 
call 664-1168.

Revenge Of The Fifth  
Ages 6-11 are invited to celebrate 

all things Star Wars at different 
libraries. Join in a Death Star toss 
and Empire bowling, navigate a 
“light saber” web, and more. You can 
also make your own origami Darth 
Vader. All costumes are welcome. 
This event will be held at the Den-
ham Springs-Walker Library, May 
5 at 5 p.m.; Albany-Springfield-Li-
brary, May 13 at 5:30 p.m.; and Wat-
son Library, May 24 at 1 p.m.     

TUESDAY, MAY 6
Chamber Expo  

The Chamber’s Annual Business 
and Community Expo will be held 
on May 6 from 3 to 7 p.m. at the 
Suma Center in Satsuma. If you are 
interested in becoming a vendor, 
visit www.livingstonparishchamber.
org or contact the Chamber office 
at 665-8155. This event has sold out 
to vendors for the past two years. 
Attendance to the Expo is open to 
the public at no charge. Forms and 
complete details can be found on the 
website.

Meditation Classes  
Ages 18 and up are invited to enjoy 

the relaxation of meditation. Be 
guided through meditative practice 
by local yoga and meditation in-
structor Elan Adams, owner of Spi-
ral Branch Yoga Studio in Denham 
Springs. Wear comfortable clothing 
that does not restrict movement. 
Free classes will be held at the fol-
lowing libraries: South Branch, May 
6 at 6 p.m.; Livingston Branch, May 
20 at 6 p.m.; and Watson Branch, May 
27 at 6 p.m. Registration is required 
by calling your preferred library or 
by visiting the online event calendar 
at www.mylpl.info.  

Teen Anime Club  
The Livingston Branch Library 

Teen Anime Club will meet May 6 at 
6 p.m. to watch and discuss anime 
and manga while learning about 
Japanese culture. For more informa-
tion, call 686-2436.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7

Ask a Lawyer  
Need legal advice? Visit the free 

walk-in legal clinic at the Livingston 
Branch Library on May 7 from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. featuring local 
attorneys that will meet one-on-one 
with interested patrons for brief 
legal counseling and advice. For 
more information, call the library at 
686-2436.

Republican Women  
The Livingston Parish Republi-

can Women will hold their monthly 
meeting on May 7 at 11:30 a.m. at Big 
Mike’s, 123 Aspen Square, which is 
just north of I-12 off of Range Ave. 
Guest speakers will be Dr. Laura 
Cassidy and Brian McNabb discuss-
ing issues in the upcoming Sen-
ate race. The public is welcome to 
attend. There is a charge for lunch. 
Reservations are recommended and 
may be made by contacting Terri 
Day at 931-9206 or e-mail terriday@
eatel.net.

Autism Network Group 
The Livingston Parish Autism 

Network Group will meet May 7. The 
group meets the first Wednesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Denham 
Springs-Walker Branch Library, 
located at Florida Blvd. and Eden 
Church Road. 

THURSDAY, MAY 8
Teen Craft & Movie Night  

The Denham Springs-Walker 
Library invites ages 12-18 to create 
colorful and tangle-free headphones 
on May 8 at 6 p.m. Teens can also 
snack on popcorn and other assorted 
goodies while watching a PG-rated 
movie about a courageous surfer. All 
supplies will be provided. Call 665-
8118 for the movie title or for more 
information.

Video gaming for Adults  
Video games aren’t just for kids! 

Enjoy the Livingston Branch Li-
brary’s gaming night on May 8 at 6 
p.m. Bring your friends and compete 
against other patrons. For ages 17 
and up only. Space is limited. Regis-
tration is required by calling 686-
2436 or by visiting the online event 
calendar at www.mylpl.info.

Moving Into Middle School  
A free workshop for parents and 

students of Livingston Parish who 
are going from elementary to middle 
school will be held May 8 from 6 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Literacy and 
Technology Center, located at 9261 
Florida Blvd., Walker. Presenters 
Steve Parrill and Scarlet Monteleone 
will discuss academic challenges, 
staying organized, using Social Me-
dia widely, peer pressure and more. 
Seating is limited. To reserve a spot, 
send an e-mail to Jennifer.rabalais@
lpsb.org. When e-mailing, include 
your name, child’s name and current 
school your child attends.                                          

Senior Crime Expo  
The Livingston Parish SALT Coun-

cil (Seniors and Lawmen Together) 
will sponsor the 18th Annual Senior 
Crime Expo on May 8 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at Abundant Life Church in 
Denham Springs. Representatives 
from agencies/businesses that pro-
vide services to seniors will partici-
pate with information for attendees. 
For more information, call Sandra 
Cavalier at 686-3811.  

Financing a small business  
The Livingston Branch Library 

will host a Starting and Financing 
Your Business Workshop for all in-
dividuals interested in determining 
the feasibility of their business idea, 
potential or current small business 
owners, or those seeking a small 
business loan on May 8 at 9 a.m. Top-
ics of discussion will include writing 
a business plan, sources of funds 
for start-up and expansion, small 
business resources, and required 
licenses. This event is sponsored 
by the Louisiana Small Business 
Development Center (LSBDC) at 
Southeastern Louisiana University. 
Registration is required by calling 
the LSBDC at 664-6638. 

LEDC meeting  
The Spring LEDC Membership 

meeting will be held May 8 at Forrest 
Grove Plantation at 11:30 a.m. Guest 
speaker will be Mr. Michael Bertaut 
with Blue Cross & Blue Shield who 
will focus his comments on Obama 
Care, “Time to Implement! The Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act.” RSVP by May 5 to help Forrest 
Grove have an adequate head count. 
For more information, e-mail kay-
lynn@ledc.net.

Soccer Association Tryouts  
The Livingston Parish Soccer As-

sociation will host competitive try-
outs at the LPSA Soccer Complex/
Sidney Hutchinson Park, Hwy. 1029 
(Corbin Rd.) Walker. U11-U13 boys 
and girls: May 8 and 13 from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m.; and May 17 from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. U14-U18 boys and girls: June 
5 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.; June 14 from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m.; and June 16 from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. Visit www.lpsa.org or 
e-mail staciemlandry@gmail.com.

FRIDAY, MAY 9

Win Dooney & Bourke Purse    
Women Outreaching Women 

(WOW) is selling raffle tickets for 
a Dooney & Bourke brown leather 
purse for a Mother’s Day Raffle. 
Tickets are $5 each. The drawing 
will be held May 9. WOW provides 
safe and comfortable shelter for 
women and their children fleeing 
from domestic violence. Call Leesha 
at 225-907-7270 to purchase tickets.

Hungarian Dinner Benefit    
The semi-annual smoked pulled 

pork dinners, sponsored by the Hun-
garian Settlement Society, will be 
held May 9 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Hungarian Historical Museum, 
Hwy. 43, Albany, Exit 32 off I-12, 
half mile south. Dinners are $7 and 
include pulled pork, cole slaw, baked 
beans, roll and dessert. You may 
dine on site, pick up or have delivery 
in the Albany, Springfield and Ham-
mond areas with a minimum of five 
dinners for delivery. For pre-order 
deliveries, RSVP by May 6. For deliv-
eries on the day of the event, call 225-
610-7475. For advance tickets, call 
1-601-821-1401. All proceeds benefit 
the Hungarian Settlement Museum 
Restoration Project.  

Fellowship Rally    
Christian Center Church, 8774 

Dave Clark Road off Lockhart Road, 
will hold a Fellowship Rally on 
May 9 beginning at 7:30 p.m. Guest 
speaker will be Brother “Bull” Jesse 
Higgins. For more information, call 
667-4331 and leave a message. 

One-on-One Tech Help    
Want to learn how to use your new 

tablet, download apps on your smart-
phone, or check out Facebook? Sign 
up for free One-On-One Technology 
Help. Receive a 30-minute session 
with a library staff member who will 
walk you through the steps to reach 
your goal. Have a clear goal for what 
you’d like to accomplish during your 
session. Bring in any device that 
you need help with: Watson Branch, 
May 9 from 10 a.m. to noon; Albany-
Springfield Branch, May 15 from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m.; South Branch, May 20 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.; and Livingston 
Branch, May 21 from 4:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. Registration is required by 
calling your preferred library or by 
visiting the online event calendar at 
www.mylpl.info. 

SATURDAY, MAY 10
Mother’s Day Make-Overs    

Walker United Methodist Church, 
located on Stump St. off Burgess 
Ave., will give free make-overs to 
moms for Mother’s Day on May 
10 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mothers 
may get their hair cut and styled, 
pedicures and manicures. Polish is 
provided or you may bring your own. 
There will also be a fellowship and 
snacks. No appointments necessary. 

Street-Perkins family reunion     
The Street-Perkins family reunion 

will be held May 10 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at South Park in Denham 
Springs. Bring a covered dish and 
chairs. For more information, call 
665-2938. 

SUNDAY, MAY 11
Revival at Glory Baptist    

Glory Baptist Church, 28450 Red 
Oak Road, Livingston, will hold a 
revival on May 11 - 16 at 11 a.m. and 
6 p.m. on Sunday, and at 7 p.m. on 
Monday through Thursday. Hear 
from Evangelist Brother Marvin 
and Mrs. Gracie Wilson on Sunday 
through Wednesday. Brother Mike 
Smith will be preaching on Thurs-
day and Friday night. There will be 
special music nightly. 

MONDAY, MAY 12
CPCA Golf Tournament  

The Carter Plantation Commu-
nity Association (CPCA) 5th annual 
benefit golf tournament is May 12. 
Registration at 11:30 a.m. and the 
tournament begins at 1 p.m. at the 
Carter Plantation Golf Course in 
Springfield. It is open to the first 36 
registered/paid teams and the for-
mat is a shot gun start 4-man scram-
ble. Cost is $600 for a foursome. The 
tournament benefits the Springfield 
Fire Department and the Historic 
Carter House Society Inc. (HCHS). 
There will be prizes, food, drink 
and playing on the Louisiana Audu-
bon Golf Trail course. Registration 
forms are at www.theplantationpoa.
com/site or you can contact one of 
the following: Lessley Boyd: 985-222-
4202 or lboyd3@mac.com; Andre’ 
Caldwell: 225-294-9855 or amcpro@
bellsouth.net; Bill Caldwell: 985-222-
8683 or bcaldwell@carterplantation.
com. To sponsor a hole the fee is $100 
and your sign will be posted at a hole 
on the course. Sponsors should use 
the same form as registering to play 
golf and be sure to indicate how you 
want the sign inscribed. The Spring-
field Fire Department is a volunteer 
fire department, and the HCHS is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
working to restore the Historic 
Carter House. For more information, 
call 747-0660.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14

Small Business Consulting  
If you own a small business or are 

interested in starting one, take ad-
vantage of free business consulting 
at the Livingston Branch Library on 
May 14 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Receive 
a private, one-hour consulting ses-
sion in areas including business 
plans, advertising plans, inventory 
control, financial projections, cost 
analysis, and much more. This event 
is sponsored by the Louisiana Small 
Business Development Center at 
SLU. Registration is required by 
calling 686-2436.

FRIDAY, MAY 16
Walker Clean-Up Days  

The City of Walker’s Clean up Days 
are scheduled for May 16 - 18. There 
will be three open top dumpsters at 
City Hall, 10136 Florida Blvd., and 
at Sidney Hutchinson Park, 30500 
Corbin Ave. Citizens may dispose 
of bulky wood waste, old building 
materials, furniture, trash, paper, 
aluminum cans, and household 
waste. Do not dispose of paint cans, 
aerosol cans, appliances or tires. If 
you are unsure what you can dispose 
of in these dumpsters, call City Hall 
at 665-4356. 

TUESDAY, MAY 20
Beginner Oil Painting  

The Arts Council of Livingston 
Parish invites ages 18 and up to a 
Beginner Oil Painting Class on May 
20 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Students will 
paint a beautiful bouquet of spring 
flowers in a vase. Cost is $25 or $20 
for ACLP members. Supplies needed 
are basic set of oil paints, brushes, 
pallette paper, canvas (11 X 14 or 
larger) and turpenoid. For an addi-
tional $10, the arts council will pro-
vide supplies. The class will be held 
at the Arts Council, 133 Hummell 
St., Denham Springs. Registration is 
required by calling 664-1168.

THURSDAY, MAY 22
COA anniversary & meeting  

The Livingston Council on Aging 
will hold its annual meeting at the 
Senior Center, 949 Government Dr., 
Denham Springs, on May 22 at 8 a.m. 
Two board members from Livings-
ton Parish will be elected. Anyone 
wishing to serve on the board should 
notify the Livingston Council on Ag-
ing, P.O. Box 658, Denham Springs, 
Louisiana 70727. Nominations will 
also be accepted from the floor. The 
COA will also celebrate their 41st 
anniversary with the theme “Loui-
siana Cajun Traditions.” There will 
be many Louisiana foods, activities, 
music and door prizes.  

MONDAY, JUNE 2
Youth Summer Program  

A summer youth program at the 
L.M. Lockhart Community Center 
will begin June 2. The free program 
for all ages will continue through 
July. Volunteers will serve breakfast 
at 8 a.m. and lunch at noon, with  
recreation on the playground and 
also in the gym. No pre-registration 
is required. Parents can call 445-1469 
for more information. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                   

K & Pre-K Registration  
Kindergarten and Pre-K registra-

tion dates in May for the 2014-2015 
school year for Livingston Par-
ish Schools are: Denham Springs 
Elementary, May 2 from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon; Doyle Elementary, May 2 from 
9 a.m. to noon; Freshwater Elementa-
ry, May 2 from 9 a.m. to noon; Lewis 
Vincent Elementary, May 2 from 9 
a.m. to noon; South Fork Elementa-
ry, May 2 from 9 a.m. to noon; South 
Live Oak Elementary, May 2 from 9 
a.m. to noon; Live Oak Elementary, 
May 5 from 9 a.m. to noon; Albany 
Lower Elementary, May 8 beginning 
at 9 a.m.; Eastside Elementary, May 
9 from 9 a.m. to noon; Gray’s Creek 
Elementary, May 9 from 9 a.m. to 
noon; Juban Parc Elementary, May 
9 from 9 a.m. to noon; Maurepas, 
May 9 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.; North 
Corbin Elementary, May 13 from 9 
a.m. to noon; and Northside Elemen-
tary, May 16 from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. The child must turn 5 years old 
before Sept. 30, 2014. Schools accept-
ing Pre-K applications in May on the 
same dates and times are: Denham 
Springs, Doyle, South Live Oak, 
South Walker, Gray’s Creek, Holden, 
Maurepas, and North Corbin. Pre-K 
registration for Albany Lower El-
ementary will be on May 15 begin-
ning at 9 a.m. For Pre-K, the child 
must turn 4 years old before Sept. 30, 
2014. Parents must bring a Certified 
Birth Certificate, Social Security 
Card, Complete Immunization Re-
cord, and four proofs of residence to 
register their child.

The Coming Up column runs regularly in 
the lifestyle section as space permits and in-
cludes free announcements of special events 
occurring in Livingston Parish involving non-
profit civic and other organizations. To place 
an announcement call Lisa at 665-5176 or 
e-mail to family@livingstonparishnews.com.
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Family Portrait

Moss-

McDonald

Rachel Marie 
Moss of Walker and 
Christopher Allen 
McDonald of Baton 
Rouge will wed in a 
ceremony at Walker 
Baptist Church on 
June 21, 2014, at 6 
p.m.  

The bride-elect 
is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Moss of Walker and 
is the granddaugh-
ter of Mrs. Char-
lotte Webb and the 
late Mr. Clyde Webb 
of Denham Springs 
and Mrs. Cendra 
Moss and the late 
Mr. Bob Moss of 
Denham Springs. 
She is a graduate of 
Walker High School 
and a graduate of 
Southeastern Loui-
siana University. 
She is a member of 
Sigma Sigma Sigma 
and Daughters of Athena. She is 
employed with Livingston Parish 
School Board as a Teacher.

The groom-elect is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard McDonald Sr. of 
Denham Springs and Mr. and Mrs. 
Dan Andrews of Baton Rouge. He 

is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Perry of Denham Springs. 
He is a graduate of Christian Life 
Academy and is a graduate of Logos 
Christian College. He is employed 
with RMAC LLC as an Inventory 
Manager.

Thurmon-

David

Amanda Kaye 
Thurmon and 
Brandon Lee Da-
vid, both of Walk-
er, are pleased to 
announce their 
engagement and 
forthcoming mar-
riage. They plan 
to wed in a 7:30 
p.m. ceremony on 
August 9, 2014, at 
Stage One. 

The bride-elect 
is the daughter 
of Neal and Su-
zanne Thurmon of 
Walker. She is the 
granddaughter of 
Glen and Sara Mo-
ran of Zwolle and 
the late Edward 
and Lena LeJeune 
of Baton Rouge. 
She is a 2007 
graduate of Walker 
High School and 
a 2011 graduate of 
Northwestern State University. She 
is employed as an Andrologist at A 
Woman’s Center for Reproductive 
Medicine.

The groom-elect is the son of 
Rhonda and Duane Dyess of Walker 
and Keith David of Walker. He is 
the grandson of Haskel and Faye 

Douglas of New Roads, Merle David 
of Baton Rouge, Cecil and Shirley 
Dyess of Walker, Cendra Moss 
and the late Bob Moss of Denham 
Springs. He is a 2007 graduate of 
Walker High School and is em-
ployed as a Machinist at CDM 
Machine Works.

Denham Springs Garden Club presents 50 years of historical archives

The Denham 
Springs Garden Club 
made a presentation 
of their 50-year histo-
ry to Denham Springs 
Mayor Jimmy Durbin 
at a reception held at 
Old City Hall on the 
morning of April 21. 

A compilation of 
documents, clippings 
and a written history 
documenting Garden 
Club activities during 
half a century were 
archived by a com-
mittee co-chaired by 
Earline Sceroler and 
Alice Pittman.

Father Dan Kurtz 

gave the invocation, 
and President Vir-
ginia Bruce presided 
over the ceremony. 
Six past club presi-
dents and officers  
were present for the 
commemoration along 
with members of 
other civic organiza-
tions and friends.

Mayor Durbin rec-
ognized the Garden 
Club’s many years of 
service to the City of 
Denham Springs.  

The archived ma-
terials will be pre-
served at Old City 
Hall.

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

At the reception celebrating the Denham Springs Garden Club’s 50th anniver-
sary, current Denham Springs Garden Club President Virginia Bruce (second 
from right) poses with past presidents (from left) Judye Averette, Pat Genre, 
Sue Rainey, Alice Pittman, and Earline Sceroler. Pittman and Sceroler chaired 
the committee that compiled the archives they are holding. At left, Denham 
Springs Garden Club members Susan Harris (left), Henrietta Thames and 
Thames’ husband, Beverly, look over newspaper clippings, trophies and scrap 
books that the club has collected. Below, the audience hears from Bruce.

Online

VIDEO 

With 
story 

www.livingstonparishnews.com
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Honor rolls published 
below are for the third 
quarter grading period of 
the 2013-14 school year.

French Settlement 
High School 

All A’s 
7th Grade

Cole Edward Aydell
8th Grade

Rose Camille Emery
All A's and B's

7th Grade
Kennedy Lee Fontenot
Allyson Marie Forbes
Samantha Leigh Lewis
Jacey Wayne Rawls
Melanie Leigh Tircuit
Mia Cipriana Tranchina

8th Grade
Noah Anthony Achord
Brayden James Aime
Foster Lee Bennett
Paul Aziel Blanchard
Brent Nicholas Watson

Holden School 
All A’s 

1st Grade
Toby Vincent Barcia
Caleb Andrew Bergeron
Skyler James Bice
Madisyn Leshay Bonds
Gracie Rae Chaney
Samuel Michael Davidson
Sara Mae Duke
Alyson Denae Fletcher
Arianna Celeste 
 Hamilton
Alyssa Jordan-Ann 
 Herring
Sawyer Ryan Herring
Abigail Grace Mcknight
Skylynn Lovelle Rosado
Gracen Marie Sibley
Alivia Grace Sykes
Ilyssa Jayde Watts
Brynlee Camille White

2nd Grade
Abigail Grace Atkinson
Joleigh Layne George
Emily Nicole Grulkey
Emma Brooke Haltom
Victoria Leigh Hill
Connor Jared LeCroy
Morgan Isabella Myers
Sophie Grayce Rowland

3rd Grade
Austin Claire Bankston
Ethan Issiac Gibson
Autumn Harlee Herring
Kamrynn Elaine Ouber
Sean Brian Quave
Chloe Mae Romano
Emma Rece Wilson

4th Grade
Kayla Ann Davis
Natalie Dimarco
Macey H Higginbotham
Grace Johnson
Luke Lebourgeois
Carmen Evon Odom

5th Grade
Hope Bankston
Olivia Grace Barnes
Zachary Allan Carroll
Hannah Danielle Harris

Braeden Micah Wascom
6th Grade

Richard Lane Courtney
Ashley Fogg
Jaycee Lee Hughes
Emma Francis 
 Hutchinson
Peyton Michael Watts

7th Grade
Alyssa Blount
Joel Gill
Travler Phillip 
 Richardson
Alex Hunter Seal

8th Grade
Chloe Dana Ashford
Haley Victoria Williams

All A's and B's
1st Grade

Mollie Nicole Bailey
Morgan Claire Blount
Abigail Michelle Cantrell
Ian Ryder Case
Kohl Christopher Cox
Raievah Leigh Craddock
Brandon Paul Daniels
Jayton Larrimy Dubois
Robert James Favron
Sarah Elizabeth Fekete
Ethan Neil Guidry
Cody Lee Hodges
Aidan Russell 
 Hutchinson
Sarah Ann Lambert
Lauren Abbigail 
 Landrum
Mattie Paige McLin
Chloe Rae Moore
Zander James Purvis
Nathen Wayne Raborn
Ashton Joseph Robertson
George Richmond 
 Sheridan
Brantley Keith Sykes
Waylyn Wayne Vicknair

2nd Grade
Carson Louis Aime
Alex Michael Andras
Nico Gabriel Ballard
Dylan Parker Cuevas
Samone Elayne Daniels
Madison Blayke Durbin
Jesse James Frey
Anna Clare Hutchinson
Emaly D'Ann Keever Pate
Roman Gabriel Labarre
William Tyler Landrum
Landon Michael Madere
Cadyn Merideth Martin
Evan James McMorris
Emersyn Paige Neal
Calleigh Marie Oliphant
Flavya Roze Purvis
Hannah Brooke Reason
Ava Marie Roussel
Jayden Brooke Sharp
Michael Landon Sharp
Chase Bennett Smith
Kaylee Giovanna Stewart

3rd Grade
Trevin Jayce Bankston
Makenzie Grace Bell
Emmaleigh Jean 
 Bertrand
Trenton Ray Blount
Haylee Jayde Bordelon
Jaxon Charles Coates
Cambree Jaelon Courtney

Mandon Layne Edwards
Jake Forbes
Grace B Mayeux
Robert Wayne Miley
Krysten Sheree Murray
Christopher Jayden 
 Oliphant-Bonds
Mayela Angelina Perez
Austin Gage Seal
Caleb Sidney Sharp
Devin Stambaugh
Tyler Rose Wilkinson

4th Grade
Kayleigh Atkinson
Camille Comish
Warren Lane Eyster
Kelsey Amelia Henderson
Hannah Lynn Hirstius
Nicholas Patterson
Joel Penalber
Shelbi Elizabeth Stafford
Raegan Delynn Stewart

5th Grade
Taylor Barfield
Elizabeth Bigner
Hunter Blake Bordelon
Emily Danielle Davidson
Wanda Coleen Detalente
Nicholas Shane Forbes
Cali Nicole Green
Wesley Hughes
Bailey Michelle Hull
Ayden Christopher 
 McMorris
Jessie Page
Sierra Quave
Regan Shrader
William Scott Stumpf
Sara Torres
Hanah Noel Williams

6th Grade
Carter Alphonso
Mason Denver Blount
Madalyn Jade Cooper
Dylan Diddon
Douglas Troy Dugas
Megan Marie Grulkey
Collin Hayden
Olivia Jay Lackie
William Allen Miley
Kamron Mikel Page
Emerald Rae Perret
Lauren Tayler Politz
Kobe Thomas Spears
Emily Faith Stafford
Blake Alton Sticker
Matthew Wilder

7th Grade
Jordon Tyler Bishop
Kyleigh Cobb
Bethany Marie Dimarco
Shelby Forbes
Bridget Garabrandt
Carlon Joseph Graziano
Makenzie Herring
Asia Sierra

8th Grade
Noah Blaine Dupepe
Amanda Grace Fekete
Kaylee Michelle Hughes
Ashlynn Nichol Martell
Brenna Victoria Miller
Cassidie Jean Picou
Caitlin Ann Ray
Victoria Paige 
 Richardson
Ashleigh Erin Spears
Mason Eugene Woessner

Juban Parc
Elementary School 

All A’s 
1st Grade

Kennedi Danielle 
 Arceneaux
Antonio Scott Blount
Cameron Tyler Burns
Kennedy Marie Coburn
Baleigh Alexis Craig
Gracie Anne Kimberly 
 Dawson
Asher Glenn Duplessis
Alexis Elaine Jeffers
Laura Elizabeth Laborde
Colton Lavell Lebeouf
Peyton Gerard Normand
Courtney Lynn Smith
Natalie Neva Unck
Joseph J Williams

2nd Grade
Kaden Anthony Barbara
Talan Riley Blocker
Chloe Angelina Davis
Kai Robert Hamby
Grayden Luke Harris
Shelby Anne Irwin
Jadon Zachary Magrini
Jonathan Kenneth 
 Mattear
Siya Rajesh Patel
Carson James 
 Quebodeaux
William David Connor 
 Self

3rd Grade
Ethan William Benton
Leah Anne Carter
Austin Drake Griffitt
Koby Ryan Guidroz
Dina Renee Guilbeau
Jude Daniel Horne
Tyler James Kimble
Sarah Renee Lewis
Ethan Lannis Miller
Cade Anthony Murry
Samantha Nicole Smith

4th Grade
Victoria Nicole Barksdale
Lexie Michelle Burge
Claire Elizabeth Dean
Katie Ellis
Grace Louise Kearley
Avery Alfson Musick
Kaylee Jean Nauman
Devan William Perkins
Kaylee Jean Phillips
Ethan Wayne 
 Quebodeaux
Garrett Lee Smith
Kalyn A. Yokley

5th Grade
Abbey Carroll
Joel Zane Gillie
Kaden Henry Lamere
Kaleb James Pourciau
Madison Ann Simcoe

All A's and B's
1st Grade

Kaden Anotoine 
 Anderson
Brett Lawson Bencaz
Kohner Lee Brown
Ally Marilyn Burge
Brooklyn Marie Caillouet
Jasmin Dominique-Nevae 
 Copeland
Grant Michael Crain

Chad Westscott 
 Davenport
Addison Stormie Grace 
 Davis
Charlotte Amaya Beila 
 Davis
Kayden Alexander Davis
Savannah Morgan Deese
Mason James Doucet
Hunter Harlan Epps
Jeremiah Ray Horne
Madison Rae-Lynn Kaut
Braylon Hunter Keyes
Beau Jacob Lacombe
Matthew Shawn Lewis
Avery Ann Lilly
Samuel Acy Martin
Jordyn Elizabeth Miller
Chase Hayden Millet
Aiden Joseph Monistere
Nolan Tokyo Moore
Laci Marie Morgan
Brenton Alexander 
 Morris
Kamryn Jade Phillips
Larissa Grace Prejean
Morgan Rose Rainey
Matteo Christian 
 Randazzo
James Tanner Richard
Trevor Scott Rivet
Brodie Scott Roberts
Ashleigh Jordyn Rucker
Logan Noel Rutland
Layla Seleste Stanford
Michael Lafayette 
 Valentine
Nicholas Michael Walker
Kinsley Rhea 
 Worthington

2nd Grade
Jaelyn Diante Alston
Peyton Elise Blanchard
Julie Walker Moura 
 Boness
Jackson Vincent Clark
Emma Claire Daigle
Summer Danielle 
 Guilbeau
Sophie Jeanne Gunther
Gavin Christopher House
Gabriella Elaine Johnson
John Atticus Lipani
Allison Kay Miceli
Ethan Tyler Morter
Lilly Christian Persac
Trinity Leigh Phillips
Noah Jude Richard
John Paul Rioux
Kassidee Janae Ryan
Emily Kay Pearl Severio
Brenton Robert Stevens
Allynn Wayne Tircuit
Noah Camden Ussery
William Brock Willis
Ja'Niya Nevae Wilson

3rd Grade
Kameron Joseph 
 Arceneaux
Gabrielle Lourdes My-
Lan Bercy
Jude Edward Cambre
Drew N Chapell
Brenna Rene Conrad
Gregory Paul Crain
Ryleigh Marie Davis
Catherine Grace English
Sophia Marie Esposito

Joy Mechelle Fierro
Alyson Marie Frelich
Brandon Joseph Gagliano
Preston Alexander 
 Garms
Kahlon Vashon Goodman
Aaron Michael 
 Graffagnini
Jaysen Alexander Griffin
Rayane Nicole Hamilton
Emma Katherine Holt
Christopher Montrell 
 Hoskins
Joshua Adam Maher 
 Jaffar
Sharon Marie Jeansonne
Gabe Michael Koles
Brennan Keith Little
London Claire McAdams
Jacob Leon Middlebrook
Jacob Michael O'Shello
Emilio Randazzo
Kira Rivet
Dylan Sanders
Micah Tyler Sills
Mason Allan Torres
Chloe Brianne Ussery
Remi Camille Vallot
Jaelyn Victoria Williams
Mary Kendall Young

4th Grade
Connor Jack Ballard
Averie Danielle Bradley
Hannah Caitlyn Brown
Brayden Michael Carcelli
Skyler Nicole Corkern
Nicholas Chase Crawford
Kaelyn Richelle Dennis
Erick Emir Diaz
Brianna Michelle 
 Gehling
Reed Christopher Gillie
Hannah Elizabeth Hunt
Lillian Ann Ivey
Benjamin Cole Kelley
Ava Elise Laborde
Jade Nicole Millet
William Ethan Milling
Kenneth Gavan Oubre
Connor James Rutland
Aaron James Soli

5th Grade
Aliza Usman Ali
Mila Rose Linh-Nhi Bercy
Presley Rayne Calvin
Kevin Daniel Cline
Colby Bart Crawford
Austin Danae Diaz
Patrick Shannon Dupont
Evan Lane Hamilton
Jayden Patrik Hardin
Cameron Mcpherson
Tess Elizabeth Miller
Job Alexander Norgress
Leighton Brooke 
 Passman
Zayden Kyle Payne
Allison Lea Phinney
Devan Donta Pleasant
Kaitlyn Elise Ramagos
Cameron Michael 
 Richard
Joseph Randy Richard
Benjamin M. Rodrigue
Brooke Ashley Sandefur
Gracie Marie Seguin
Reagan Shae Skinner
Gage Alan Whitehead



RENTAL HOUSES

3br/2ba Just remodeled, Central a/c 

& Heat, $900/mo, $800/dep, 309 

Pecan St, DS, LA 70726. 225-939-

2384.

4br/2ba, separate living room, 

covered patio. 2068 Elmer St., Den 

Sprgs, year lease. $900/dep, $1075/

mo. Call 225-235-6395 or 225-664-

9092.

Newly remodeled 2br/1ba brick 

home, large lot, great neighbor-

hood & schools. Stove/Refrigerator 

included. $500/dep, $975/mo. Call 

225-953-8606.

Nice 2br/1.5ba garden home, newly 

remodeled, all appliances, quiet 

neighborhood, great schools. $975/

mo, $500/dep. Call 225-953-8606.

RENTAL/MOBILE 

HOMES

2br on 1/2 acre, private wood fence 

and porch, we cut grass. $625 a 

month, $400 deposit. Call 791-7973.

2/BR Mobile Homes for rent. Call 

225-210-0803 or 225-686-0406, ask 

for Matt.

2006 3br/1ba $700/mo. $700/dep. 

14x70 2BR/2BA $600/mo. 

$600/dep. Central A/H. No Pets! 

References, 8245 Florida, D.S. Also 

M.H./R.V. Spaces. 

Call/225-665-1689; 225-665-4069

26384 Wax Rd, DS Beautiful tree 

shaded park-Black top streets. 

3br/2ba starting at $700.  

Call 225-665-9290.

2br/2ba on private lot, $600/mo, No 

Pets, Live Oak Area. 225-278-0578.

3 bedroom & 2 bedroom mobile 

homes for rent in Watson area. 

Live Oaks Schools-No pets. $600-

$650.00 per mo. Call 225-937-5036.

3 br/2ba 14 x 80 mobile home for 

rent in Holden on shady private lot. 

700.00/mo. 500.00 dep. 225-317-

0061

3br-2ba, Watson $650/mo. $650/dep. 

No pets. References required. Call 

225-572-4849.

Clean 3br/2ba $595/mo. $600/dep. 

9/10 of a mile from I-12. No Pets.

Call 225-664-8063.

Clean 3br/2ba $650/mo. $600/dep. 

9/10 of a mile from I-12. No Pets. 

2br/2ba $550/mo Call 225-664-

8063.

AUCTIONS

   AUCTION AT WALKER ROAD 

SELF STORAGE- MAY  5th 2014 

at  10:00 am...Notice of Public Sale 

To Be Held At Walker Road Self 

Storage 29000 Walker Road South 

Walker La 70785 (225) 667-9499 A 

sale will be held on the contents of 

listed storage units for the purpose 

of satisfying a landlord’s lien. Terms 

of the sale will be CASH only. We 

reserve the Right to refuse any bids. 

Units and names are as following. 

Unit J07 Chelsie Prieter...Unit G29 

Krystin Guillory...Unit C06 Tony 

Bahan...

Unit J09 Gary Stevens Jr...Unit I07 

and I08 Elmer Suazo... Unit J26

Sarah Scott  

HELP WANTED

“CARE Inc. is seeking DSW’s 

for a client in Denham Springs 

Monday through Friday 2p-10p and 

weekends 8a-8p and e/o weekend 

8p-8a. Please contact Marina 225-

753-1515.”

  

CARE Inc., now hiring PCA’S to sit 

with a disabled client in Holden on 

weekends. Must be able to pass a 

criminal background check. Please 

call Kevin 985-542-6565

Circle K now hiring Customer 

Service Representatives, Lead 

CSRs, and Assistant Managers. 

Please apply at www.circlek.com

Drivers:  LOCAL & Regional 

Reserve Openings!

Great Pay, Many Bonuses, 100% 

PAID Health Ins & More!

Class-A w/tank, Hazmat, TWIC & 1 

yr. Trac/Trailer Exp. Required

Call Now: 1-877-661-0678

FT PT experienced S/O cooks, 

food preps, cashiers wanted for 

small restaurant opening June 1st in 

Denham on Hwy 16 email resume 

to bjscrawfishpies@yahoo.com or 

call Brenda 225-229-8355

House Cleaners, $10-12/per hr. 

M-F, daytime hrs.  Mileage 

Reimbursed. Must Have Car w/

Insurance. CottageCare, 225-753-

0250

Now accepting applications for 

Deli positions @ Johns Grocery. 

Apply in person between the hours 

of 7am-2pm Mon & Tues only. No 

phone calls.

LEASE/COMMERCIAL

Executive Office suite for lease.

Six Rooms with built in closets, 

porcelain Tile floors, 1700 sq ft, 

1900/mo,

Prime location. 155 Del 

Orleans Ave, Denham Springs. 

Across from Post Office.

Tel: 225 235 5455

Several office spaces for lease, start-

ing at $425, including utilities. Call 

225-413-6416.

SALE/HOUSES

 3br/2.5ba with a 16x20 bonus 

room. 2,345 LA, $220,000, will pay 

$3,000 towards closing costs. 34825 

Fawn Dr, Watson. 225-572-4849.

House For Sale By Owner - 3br/2ba 

1600 + sq. ft. $169,900, negotiable. 

225-439-8711.

OPEN HOUSE

2pm/4pm, House with Pool, 

Denham Springs, $225,500. 

3br/2ba, Split floor plan, high 

ceilings, wood, ceramic, & carpet 

flooring. Open plan, All walk-in 

closets, Jet tub & separate shower 

in master/br. 10067 Summerfield 

Sub. For appt call 225-931-1537.

SALE/INVESTMENTS

We purchase Real Estate. Call 225-

413-6416.

SALE/MOBILE 

HOMES

16x80 Schultz Mobile Home, 

3br/2ba, 1.1 acre of land with com-

plete set-up, $75,000. Call 225-413-

0224 or 225-933-8685. If no answer 

please leave message.

SALE LAND/LOTS

Reduced half acre lot Gaylord Rd, 

Walker. Near Schools, shopping 

& churches. Was $54,000, Now 

$39,000. Telephone 225-665-6424.

ARTICLES FOR SALE

Portable Guardian Generator, 15,000 

watts, low hours, $1500. Call 225-

413-6416.

Shallots, Supreme Onion Sets, 

Medium-5 cents, Large-10 cents. 

225-665-6424

GARAGE SALE

Den Spgs, May 9 & 10, 8am-4pm, 

22773 Green Acres Blvd, No Early 

Birds!

Persac Lawn and Landscape has 

openings for two temporary lawn 

and landscape workers.  Employees 

will work in Baton Rouge and sur-

rounding parishes.  Employees will 

be responsible for transportation to 

and from the job site.   Duties will 

include:  lawn maintenance, mow-

ing, edging, blowing of residential 

and commercial properties using 

zero turn mowing equipment, trim-

mers, edgers and backpack blowers.  

Removal of existing plants, tilling, 

shaping and forming of flower beds.  

Installation of plants, using wheel-

barrows, shovels, rakes and other 

heavy landscape equipment.  The 

job is Monday thru Friday 7:00 am 

until 5:00 pm paying $11.00/hour, 

with no overtime.  Please submit 

resume to:  Leigh Ann Persac  958 

Pastureview Drive Baton Rouge, 

LA  70810

Prepare For A Bright Future

Electrical / Instrumentation 

Apprenticeship Opportunities 

On-The-Job Training & Related 

Classroom Instruction

Earn While You Learn

Pay Package From $15.30 To 

$38.20 Scheduled Pay Increases

Paid Health Insurance & Pension

Experience Not Necessary

(But Can Be A Plus)

Call Today For Details

(225)752-4861

Retail part time help wanted. 

Afternoons and weekends. Customer 

Service, Cashier and Stock Duties. 

15-20 hours per week. No late 

nights. No experience necessary. 

Must be able to stand entire shift 

and lift 30lbs. Must be able to read 

& take instruction. This is not a 

summer job. Just off I-12 at Airline 

Hwy in Baton Rouge. Students wel-

comed. Send work history, school 

schedule availability to

purpleandgoldsports@gmail.com

The Florida Parishes Juvenile 

Detention Center is seeking qualified 

applicants for its Maintenance Dept.  

Examples of work:  Maintenance 

& repairs, small scale plumbing, 

electrical, and carpentry work.  Prior 

industrial maintenance experience 

preferred.  Must possess a high 

school diploma or GED.  Full time 

w/excellent benefits, including paid 

leave and holidays.  Apply online at 

FPJDC.ORG.  An EEOC.

Well Established Provider Agency 

is looking for some energetic team 

members that would enjoy working 

with elderly Individuals.  Must be 

organized, flexible, and able to go 

to the Walker and Denham Springs 

areas.  Help make a difference and 

Contact Christy at 985-542-1191 or 

1-800-442-1191.

FINANCIAL 

SERVICES

“CASH FAST”

$300 TO $30,000

PREMIER CREDIT 

CORPORATION

Most loans approved in minutes

Consolidation, Pre-approved Auto 

Loans, Real Estate, Repair, 

Vacation.

Establish or Re-establish Credit

“Any size loan for any reason”

225-667-8100

http://www.premiercredit.net

PUBLIC NOTICES

“Anyone knowing the whereabouts 

of JENNIFER D CALLENDER, 

Please contact Benjamin G. Cascio, 

Attorney in Walker, at 225-271-

4990”

ANYONE knowing the whereabouts 

of GREGORY LAWRENCE 

CAPERS, please contact Jodie A. 

Henderson, Attorney at Law, (225) 

387-2277.

Anyone knowing the whereabouts 

of Carl E. Daniels or Janine W. 

Daniels or their successors, heirs 

or assigns; Louie R. Davis or 

Nonnie Stevens Davis or their suc-

cessors, heirs or assigns; Rush E. 

Lassiter or Joan L. Dix or their 

successors, heirs or assigns; Roy 

D. Davis or Velra Kinchen Jones 

Davis or their successors, heirs or 

assigns; Joseph Fodor, Sr. or Ida 

Fodor or their successors, heirs 

or assigns; Henry Milton Daniels 

or Pinky Stewart Daniels or 

their successors, heirs or assigns; 

Emmitt Stewart or Hazel Kanyo 

Stewart or their successors, heirs 

or assigns; Louis Kanyo or Rosa 

Couvikoszki Kanyo or their suc-

cessors, heirs or assigns; Andrew 

Molnar or his successors, heirs 

or assigns; Brakenridge Lumber 

Company please contact Charlotte 

H. Foster, Attorney at Law, 23996 

Ferry Landing Drive, Denham 

Springs, Louisiana, 70726, Phone 

(225) 936-1050.  

We, 2366 South Range, LLC, DBA, 

Magnolia Express are applying 

to the Commission on Alcoholic 

Beverage Control of the State of 

Louisiana for a permit to sell bever-

ages of High and Low Alcoholic 

Content at retail in the Parish of 

Livingston at the following address:  

2366 South Range Avenue, Denham 

Springs, La, 70726.

Essam Farhat, Owner, Magnolia 

Express.

LAWN AND YARD 

SERVICE

Retiree looking to do bushhogging, 

dirt work, or yard work. 225-603-

4234.

Tired of your lawn service, cut-

ting your lawn on weekends or 

evenings when you are trying 

to relax, leaving grass piled, 

not showing up or showing up 

unexpectedly, having someone 

other than the person you hired 

cut your grass or someone who 

doesn’t have the equipment 

capable of doing the job? If so 

call Johnny for a personal, pro-

fessional job 225-603-5639.

665-5176Classifieds
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LISA DOWTY | THE NEWS

Livingston Parish Girl Scouts hosted Drivers Safety Awareness 
Day at the Watson Walmart. In photos clockwise from above, 
Shelley Ardonne (left) and her sister Aimee educate the public 
about pet safety while riding in vehicles. Clayton Watson of 
Denham Springs gets a tour of the back of an Acadian Am-
bulance and listens to EMT Andy Lefebvre talk about driving 
an emergency ambulance safely. Skylar Perere (back, left), 
Kelsey Hopkins and (front) Annie Delanoix from Troop 10384 
of Watson wear bike safety helmets from Fire District 4. Isa-
belle Blair tries to ride a bicycle wearing Fatal Vision Goggles. 
The goggles show children what it looks like when people 
drive vehicles while impaired. Firefighter Annette Hayes gives 
Autumn Tompkins a plastic firefighter hat.

Parish Girl Scouts host 
Drivers Safety Day in Watson

Livingston Parish Girl Scouts 
joined forces for a Drivers Safety 
Awareness Day at the Watson 
Walmart, with each group sponsor-
ing a different station.

• Cadette Troop 10046 sponsored 
a “Paws 2 Buckle” information sta-
tion on pet transport.

• Junior Troop 10381 and Brownie 
Troop 10622 demonstrated Proper 
Child Restraint with a height and 
weight check.

• Brownie Troop 12604 offered to 
it patrons for bike helmets.

• Brownie Troop 12611 maintained 
a Road Sign and Kiddie Obstacle 
Course.

• Junior Troop 10031 set up a Girl 
Scout Information station.

• Daisies through Juniors in Troop 

10384 had Be Safe Be Seen with face 
painting, balloons, safety coloring 
sheets and crayons.

In addition, local irst responders 
set up their own displays.

• Livingston Parish Fire Protec-
tion District 4 provided their Fire-
truck and Smokehouse.

• Acadian Ambulance brought an 
ambulance and representative.

• Livingston Parish Sheriff Ja-
son Ard judged a poster contest on 
safety.

• Livingston Parish Sheriff’s 
Deputy provided information on 
child seat installation.

• Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Of-
ice provided a D.A.R.E. oficer.

• Louisiana State Police provided a 
fatal vision goggles obstacle course.

Online

VIDEO 

With 
story 

www.livingstonparishnews.com
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APOSTOLIC CHURCH
Anchor Apostolic Church
Dean Walsworth, Pastor, 

30006 Bridge Rd., Livingston 
572-3846/435-0287

Praise Temple Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church

12825 Arnold Rd., Walker
First Apostolic Church 

of Jesus Christ
Lockhart Rd., Denham Springs  

665-8123
Livingwater Apostolic Church

27952 South Red Oaks, 
Livingston • 686-3700

Magnolia Apostolic Church 
of Jesus Christ

8333 Rosewood St., 
Denham Springs • 791-9512

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

Hwy. 190, Denham Springs 
664-3163

Freedom Worship Center
26490 Frost Rd., Livingston 

698-9031

BAPTIST
Agape Baptist Church

25353 Walker South Rd., Walker
664-2622

Amite Baptist Church
7100 Amite Church Rd., 

Denham Springs • 665-2762.
Beech Ridge Baptist Church
34319 Weiss Rd., Livingston 

686-7508
Bethel Baptist Church

20149 Circle Dr., Livingston 
686-2368

Bethlehem Baptist Church
Hwy. 43 South, Albany  • 567-3666

Calvary Baptist Church
9270 Cockerham Rd., 

Denham Springs • 665-2117
Cane Market Rd. Baptist Church

35652 Cane Market Rd., 
Denham Springs • 665-6846

Carroll Baptist Church
Hwy. 1024 East, 

6 miles north of Walker • 665-1061
Christ's Community Church

8139 Florida Blvd., 
Denham Springs • 791-9333

Colyell Baptist Church
19524 La. Hwy. 42, Livingston 

698-6243
Don Avenue Baptist Church

1010 Don Ave., Denham Springs
665-5150

Doyle Baptist Church
20745 Utah St., Livingston 

686-2341
Emmanuel Baptist Church

10453 Arnold Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-7249

Faith Baptist Church
17884 Hwy. 42, Livingston 

698-6018
Faith Missionary Baptist Church
30993 Hwy. 16 N., Denham Springs

Faithway Baptist Mission
31575 Bankston Rd., Holden  

567-9629
First Baptist Church of Albany

Hwy. 190, Albany • 664-3163
First Baptist Church of 

Denham Springs
308 River Rd., Denham Springs

664-4102
First Baptist Church of 

French Settlement
16735 La. Hwy 16S, French Settlement

698-9994 / 567-5649
First Baptist Church of Holden

30130 Hwy 441 Holden   •  567-9368
First Baptist Church of Livingston

29770 S Magnolia, Livingston 
686-2314

First Baptist Church of Springfield
31665 Hwy. 22 • 294-2156

Fundamental Baptist Church
24240 S. Frost Rd., 9 mi. 
South of I-12, Livingston 
698-6157 or 698-3802
Glory Baptist Church

28450 Red Oak Rd., Livingston
Grace Baptist Temple

222 Range Ave., Denham Springs

Grace Bible Baptist Church
26060 Wax Rd., Denham Springs 

664-3557
Gray's Creek Baptist Church

21039 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs
665-2127

Greater Third Zion Baptist Church
23956 Hwy. 22, Maurepas 

386-3312
Greater St. Mark Baptist Church
13590 Dunn St., Walker • 664-2742

Hebron Baptist Church
24063 Hwy. 16 South, 

Denham Springs • 665-6278
Hillside Baptist Church

31320 Old B.R. Hwy., Albany  
567-3212

Judson Baptist Church
32470 N. Walker Rd., Walker 

665-5481
Killian First Baptist Church

27994 Hwy. 22., Killian • 695-6581
Live Oak Baptist Church

35603 Coxe Ave., 
Denham Springs • 243-6138

Lockhart Rd. Baptist Church
8327 Lockhart Rd., 

Denham Springs • 665-0374
Macedonia Baptist Church

34685 Hwy 1036, Holden • 777-4602
Magnolia Baptist Church

21445 La. 442, Holden • 567-9540
Maurepas Baptist Church
24309 Hwy. 22, Maurepas 

695-3120
Midway Baptist

1004 Hatchell Lane, 
Denham Springs • 664-3386

Midway Baptist Church
27284 S. Satsuma Rd., 
Livingston • 698-9412

Mount Hope Baptist Church
206 Sullivan St., 

Denham Springs • 665-1928
Mount Olive Baptist Church

31384 Dunn Rd., Denham Springs 
664-5074

New Bethlehem Church
37818 Reinninger Rd., 

Denham Springs • 664-7532
New Covenant Baptist Church

215 Florida Ave., 
Denham Springs • 664-0858
New Zion Baptist Church
126 E. St., Denham Springs 

664-7269
Northside Baptist Church

200 Cockerham Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-3161
Oak View Baptist Church
27364 Hwy 63, Livingston 

686-2030
Open Door Baptist Church

7000 Gloryland Way, 
Denham Springs • 667-4679
Plainview Baptist Church

S. Walker Rd., Walker  • 665-6969
Pine Grove Baptist Church

21949 Hwy. 444 
near Bayou Barbary, 
Livingston • 698-6137

Red Oak Baptist Church
28760 S. Red Oak Rd., 
Livingston • 686-2588

Riverside Baptist Church
36890 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs

664-1278
Salem Baptist Church

36474 Weiss Rd / Hwy 63, 
Walker • 667-2588

Satsuma Baptist Church
29896 Satsuma Rd., Livingston

686-2563
Southside Baptist Church

7572 Vincent Rd., 
Denham Springs • 665-5868

South Walker Baptist Church
13719 Hammack Rd., Walker 

665-0463
Springville Baptist Church

22902 Livingston Aux. 42  
294-2720

St. Paul's Baptist Church
Head of Island, LA

Victory Baptist Church
31449 North Corbin Road, Walker 

667-2487
Walker Baptist Church

10696 Florida Blvd., Walker 
665-8368

Woodland Baptist Church
27929 Hwy 1037 • 225-294-5530

CATHOLIC
Immaculate Conception 

Catholic Church
Hatchell Ln., Denham Springs 

665-5359
St. Joseph Catholic Church

15710 Hwy 16, 
French Settlement • 698-3110
St. Margaret Catholic Church

30300 Catholic Hall Rd. (Hwy 43-S &
I-12) Albany • 567-3573

St. Thomas Catholic Church
32121 Main St. Springfield 

567-3573
Sacred Heart Catholic Church

29589 S. Poplar, Livingston 
665-5359

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ in Walker

Hwy. 190 East, Walker • 664-0457
Denham Springs Church of Christ

118 St. Louis St.,  
Denham Springs • 665-5261

CHURCH OF GOD
Chapelwood Church of God

2119 Tower St., Denham Springs
772-6371

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
Denham Springs First Ward

25367 Riverton Ave., 
Denham Springs • 664-7671

Denham Springs Second Ward
25367 Riverton Ave., 

Denham Springs • 665-1581

EPISCOPAL
St. Francis Episcopal Church

Corner of Maple 
& The Angelian Way, 

Denham Springs • 665-2707

METHODIST
Faith Crossing United 

Methodist Church
34260 Walker North, Walker 

243-6094
First United Methodist Church

316 Centerville NW, 
Denham Springs • 665-8995

James Chapel United Methodist
Church

28200 James Chapel Rd., 
Holden • 567-1007

Huff Chapel United Methodist
Huff Chapel Rd., Killian 

225-695-6846
Live Oak United Methodist Church

Hwy. 16, Watson • 664-4801
Livingston Methodist Church
29725 S. Poplar St., Livingston 

686-7808
Robert United Methodist Church

201 Julia St., Denham Springs 
664-7979

St. James United Methodist
Church

31390 Hwy. 22, Springfield 
294-6717

Walker United Methodist Church
30167 Stump St., Walker • 664-7770

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal Church
S. Range Ave., Denham Springs

665-2792
House of God Hebrew Pentecostal

Joe Bell, Pastor, 13542 Dunn St.,
Walker

Lighthouse Pentecostal Church
Arnold Rd., Denham Springs 

665-6909
New Day Christian Centre
12119 Florida Blvd., Walker   

667-1602
One Hope Ministries

24603 Walker S., Walker   
241-9929

Shady Bower Pentecostal Church
N. Walker Rd., Walker • 571-8793

Redeeming Life
31291 Walker N, Walker • 667-6400

Sonlight Ministries/
Community Chapel

35490 Walker N, Walker
Unity Prayer Center

28145 Frost Road, Livingston 
686-1518

Victory Temple Pentecostal
Church

28450  S. Red Oak Rd., 
Livingston • 686-7402

Walker Pentecostal Church
12750 Florida Blvd., Walker 

667-3138

PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH OF GOD

Faith Fellowship Pentecostal 
Church of God
10779 Yarlin St., 

Denham Springs • 791-5879

PRESBYTERIAN
Albany Hungarian Presbyterian

Church
Hwy. 43, Hungarian Settlement

567-2098

OTHER CHURCHES
Abundant Life Church

Edgewood Dr., Denham Springs
665-7000

Accountability Church
33719 Hwy.16,  Watson • 665-4444

Bible Missionary Church
Barnett Rd., Denham Springs 

665-1680
Christian Center Church

8774 Dave Clark Rd., 
Denham Springs • 667-4331

Christian Fellowship Church
13701 Vincent Place Ave., 

Denham Springs • 698-3807
Church of God Intensive Care

Ministry
429 Josephine St., 

Denham Springs • 664-6293
Crossway Church

10161 Florida Blvd., Walker 
665-1423

Denham Springs 7th Day 
Adventist Church

Hwy. 16 at Cook Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-9829

Glory of God Worship Center
1114 Rodeo Dr 

(East of Pete’s Hwy) • 791-4464
Grace Community Bible Church

1000 Cockerham Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-0971

Grace Full Gospel Christian 
Fellowship

7519 Amite Church Rd., • 667-1612
Higher Destiny Biker Church

600 Florida Blvd., 
Denham Springs • 243-6280

House of Prayer Holiness Church
38523 Weiss Rd., Walker • 664-5498

Impact Church
34401 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs

667-0731
King’s Harvest Fellowship Church

9360 Florida Blvd., Walker 
791-3063

LifePoint Church
24930 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs

953-0516
Living Word, The

704 N. Range • 665-2118
Luke 10:27

536 Centerville St., Denham Springs 
664-1027

New Beginning Christian 
Fellowship

20874 La Hwy 16 South • 667-4490
New Day Christian Center
Hwy. 190 Walker • 667-1602

New Testament House Church
9033 Sarah St., Denham Springs

665-2943
Restoration Church

33719 La. Hwy 16, Watson 
665-0076.

Revival Temple
Walker South Rd., Walker 

664-4027
River of Life Worship Center
18295 Hwy 16, Port Vincent 

698-9640
Way of the Cross Church

30565 Corby Dr., 
Denham Springs • 665-2343

Livingston Parish Churches

Please visit our Sponsors

29285 Frost Road • (225) 686-RIBS

Landry’s Markets, Inc.
locally owned and operated
by Gerard & Marian Landry

ODOM
INSURANCE
225-665-8853

Wanda Bankston • Agent

Walker Tire, LLC
10350 Florida Blvd • Walker

(225) 664-0155
www.walkertire.net

257 FLoRIDA BLvD. S.E.  DEnHAm SpRIngS, LA  70726-3798
225-665-5186

Bonded & Insured
Commercial & Residential  •  225-664-2815

Sales Service Insured

2500 Florida Blvd • Denham Springs
www.denhamspringstireandcarcare.com

Monday - Friday 8:30-6:30 • Saturday 8:30-2:30
34730 Hwy 16 • P.O. Box 829
Watson, LA  70786

24 Hour Damage-free Towing & Recovery

2500 Florida Blvd. D.S. • 664-2869
www.varnadoandsons.com

Smith Accounting Services
277 E. Railroad Ave. Ste. A
Denham Springs, LA  70726

225.664.7579
13250 Highway 431 • St. Amant, LA

(225) 644-9683  
www.churchfuneralservices.com

10980 Laird Lane 
Denham Springs
225-664-1809

Quick  N Handy
Cleaners

397 E. Railroad Ave., D.S.
225-665-2633

10250 Plaza Americana Dr.
Baton Rouge

225.926.1328

Denham Springs Auto 
Parts Service

422 Florida Ave S.W.
Denham Springs, LA
225.791.1414
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1 Tbsp. salad oil
4 pork lion blade chops, each cut 
 3/4-inch thick
2 medium-sized green peppers
1 medium-sized onion
1/2 lb. mushrooms
1 (8-oz.) bottle sweet-spicy French dressing
1/4 c. water
1/2 tsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
1/8 tsp. pepper
1 tomato, chopped

In 12-inch skillet over medium-high 
heat in hot salad oil, cook pork loin 
blade chops until browned on both sides. 
Remove chops to plate. Meanwhile, cut 
green pepper into strips. Chop onion. Cut 
mushrooms in half if they are large. In 
drippings remaining in skillet over medi-
um heat, cook vegetables until tender-
crisp, stirring occasionally. Return pork 
chops to skillet. Stir in French dressing 
and remaining ingredients except tomato; 
heat to boiling. Reduce heat to low; cover 
and simmer 45 minutes to 1 hour until 
chops are fork-tender. Skim fat. Add toma-
to; heat. Makes 4 main-dish servings.

This recipe was first published in 
“Tasteful Treasures,” a cookbook tribute 
to the Maurepas School and Community 
by the Class of 2006. It was submitted by 
Rhonda Pettit. 

Livingston Parish organizations who are sell-
ing cookbooks and would like to publicize them 
in this column should call 665-5176. Phone num-
bers to order the cookbook will be published 
along with any recipes taken from books still in 
print. Favorite recipes of other Livingston Parish 
cooks will also be considered for publication.

Hunter’s Style Pork Chops

I  POTLUCK FROM THE PARISH ___I IN OUR SCHOOLS ___

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

Fun Day, aka May Day, is a tradition at Live Oak High School that dates back 50 years. The students compose teams 
of 14 to compete in favorite events including tug-of-war, human pyramid, softball toss, 3-legged race and more. 
Above, students engage in a tug-of-war, and below Laura Staub, at the top of the human pyramid for Team Sombreros, 
reaches for the big ball thrown to her by Michaela Bozeman (right). The school-wide event is loads of fun, and the 
students look forward to it every year.

ONLINE
VIDEO 
WITH 

STORY 

SUBMITTED BY KAREN CALLENDER

The kindergarten and Pre-K classes at Gray’s Creek 
Elementary recently studied the life cycle of a butter-
fly. All six classes watched as live caterpillars built 
cocoons and then hatched into butterflies. Members 
of Karen Callender’s pre-K class releasing their 
butterflies are (clockwise from front) Michael Haye, 
Hollis Walker, Grayson Rogers, Hayden Misner and 
Elizabeth Harrinzon. At right, Hayden Misher is tick-
led to hold a butterfly on his finger.

SUBMITTED BY DONNA MIERS

Cheyenne Thornton dis-
cusses her findings with her 
fellow “scientists” at the Sea 
Turtle Symposium in Stepha-
nie Cronan’s kindergarten 
class. The class learning 
event at which students 
made presentations mirrored 
the 2014 International Sea 
Turtle Symposium in New 
Orleans the same week.

SUBMITTED BY TAYLOR STEEL

Springfield High FFA Dairy 
Cattle Judging team places 
second in the 2013-2014 Area 
competition. Although they 
will not be competing at state 
level, the team will work 
harder to reach first at next 
year's competition. They are 
(from left) Campbell Palmer, 
Janie Richardson, David 
Cambre and (not pictured) 
John Whittington.

I  CONTACT US___
| The News publishes 
submitted stories and photos 
about special events in local 
schools and accomplish-
ments of parish students. To 
submit a story, call 665-
5176 or e-mail lifestyle@
livingstonparishnews.com.
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Holden’s Hayden 8B 

MVP. Sports. C2.

By Mike Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

WATSON — Junior right-
hander Hunter Merritt 
took the mound for 
only his second start 
at home in the most 
important game of the 
season to date for Live 
Oak.

Bam! Sam Houston 
leadoff hitter Cliff 
Reid singled on the 
first pitch. The next 
pitch was a passed ball 
that allowed Reid to 
move to second and 
scoring position with 
no one out. 

A ground out ad-
vanced Reid to third 
before Dustin Duhon 
singled to put runners 
at the corners. When 
catcher Jared Forest 
gunned down Duhon 
trying to steal second 
moments later, Reid 
scored.

That would turn out 
to be the last hurrah 
for the visiting Bron-
cos as Merritt would 
surrender only one hit 
the rest of the night 
in a masterful perfor-
mance on the way to a 
2-1 first round playoff 
victory.

Live Oak leadoff 
hitter Lenni Kunert 
evened the score in the 
bottom of the first with 
a solo home run to 
left center field. In the 
4th inning no. 9 hitter 
Tyler Alexander pro-
duced the winning RBI 
with two outs to bring 
home Brady Morris.

The Eagles now 

stay at home as the 
result of an upset win 
across the bracket to 
host East Ascension 
(EA) in a best 2-of-3 
game series starting 
Friday at 6 p.m. and 
concluding Saturday 
at 2:30 p.m. and 5:30 
p.m. if a third game 
is required. EA, the 
26th seed in 5A, edged 
7th seed Comeaux on 
the road, 3-2. Despite 
having to travel in 
the first round, the 5A 
baseball format gives 
the home field advan-
tage in round 2 to the 
higher seed. Live Oak 
went into the field 
seeded 10th.

Merritt was all 

business after getting 
rocked early, going the 
distance through the 
remaining 6 scoreless 
innings, allowing just 
one more hit while 
striking out two and 
giving up one walk, 
also in the first in-
ning.

“I just had to settle 
in and focus,” he said. 
“I got my head right 
and just worried about 
throwing strikes.”

While Merritt was 
clearly the more effec-
tive of the two pitch-
ers, Sam Houston’s 
Peyton McLemore was 
no slouch, going the 
distance while giving 
up a respectable six 

hits and just two walks 
to go along with a hit 
batsman.

“I knew he hasn’t 
been giving up a lot 
of runs and offen-
sively we don’t score 
a lot,” said Live Oak 
Coach Gregg Briggs to 
explain why the game 
he got was exactly the 
defensive struggle he 
expected.

That worked out 
well for the fans too as 
thunder began threat-
ening for the first 
time in the 5th inning 
and, moments after a 
ground out ended the 

By Sam Muffoletto 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS – In just 
over an hour and a half, 
Denham Springs took 
care of its first playoff 
opponent Tuesday, as 
the No. 4 seeded Yellow 
Jackets shut out No. 29 
Airline 3-0.

The Class 5A bi-dis-
trict round single game 
at North Park’s A.B. 
Netterville Field was a 
preliminary to a best 
of three scheduled for 
this weekend in round 
2. The Yellow Jackets, 
which improved to 26-9 
overall, faced Dutch-
town Friday at North 
Park, with a second 
game scheduled for 1 
p.m. Saturday and a 
third if necessary at 4 
p.m. Dutchdown beat 
Lafayette 9-0 to ad-
vance.

While DSHS head 
coach Mark Carroll 
was hoping to toss all 
three of his top hurlers 
in the contest, he ended 
up sending just two up 
to the mound, with se-
nior Mac Sceroler and 
junior Bailey Holstein 
combining on the five-
hitter.

Sceroler threw the 
first five frames, allow-
ing just one hit, with 
three walks and four 
strikeouts, while Hol-
stein gave up two hits 
apiece in both the sixth 
and seventh innings, 
but recorded three 
strikeouts in picking up 
the save.

Senior top-of-the-or-
der hitter Carl Guidry 
acted more like a 4-hole 
hitter in the bottom of 
the second, as he came 
through with a clutch 
two-out, two-RBI single. 
The Yellow Jackets 
scored all three of their 
runs in that frame.

Denham was aided by 
a pair of hit-batsmen in 
the inning.

Ashton Martin, who 
collected two of Den-
ham’s three hits, both 
of the infield variety,  
got on with one out 
when he beat-out a slow 
roller.

Both Travis Swagger-
ty and Tanner Magee 
were then hit by pitches 
to load the bases for 
senior second-baseman 
Wes Brown, who drove 
in the first run (Mar-
tin) of the game with a 
ground-out to second.

Guidry then jumped 
on the first pitch from 
starter Kyle Backofen 
and drove in both 
Swaggerty and Magee 
with his base-hit to 
shallow-to-medium 
right field.

“We get that clutch 
two-out hit to score two 
runs, and when you 
can do that, you have 
a chance to win,” said 
Carroll. “Those two-out 
hits will always be a 
key for you.

“I knew (Airline 
pitcher) Kyle (Back-
ofen),” said Carroll.  
“He threw for me in 

BaseBall

Jackets shut out airline
3-0 win sends Denham to 

‘best of three’ vs. Dutchtown 
P

Intense Holden 
dominates 

Maurepas, 11-1

eagles down s. Houston

LIVE OAK 
PAGE C10

MIKE DOWTY | THE NEWS

Brady Morris dives safely for the plate for what would be the winning run in the fourth 
inning off a base hit by Live Oak teammate Tyler Alexander. Morris opened the inning 
with a single and moved to second on a ground out.

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

Denham Springs batter Ashton Martin beats out the throw on a grounder to the left side of the infield as Airline first 
baseman Chase Rivers reaches for the ball during second inning action Tuesday.

DENHAM 
PAGE C10

I  BASEBALL PLAYOFFS___
sCORes

| DSHS 3, Airline 0

| Live Oak 2, Sam Houston 1

| Ruston 10, Walker 0

| Albany 5, North Vermillion 3

| Runnels 5, Doyle 1

| Holden 11, Maurepas 1

By Dave Moormann 
The Livingston Parish News

MAUREPAS — From the enthusiasm Holden 
showed during its 11-1, five-inning victory 
over 16th-seeded Maurepas on Thursday, 
it was hard to tell the 17th-seeded Rock-
ets entered their Class B first-round state 
baseball playoff game on a five-game losing 
streak.

“I haven’t seen that intensity in awhile,” 
Holden coach David White said. “I asked 
the older guys to show leadership, and they 
did a good job.”

The result was a regional showdown next 
week with top-seeded Monterey, which 
drew a first round-bye. 

A bone spur in his right elbow kept senior 
Ray Hutchinson from pitching against 
Maurepas, but the Southeastern Louisiana 
University signee contributed a run-scor-
ing double in the top of the first inning and 
scored in the Rockets’ seven-run third.

Hutchinson, who played flawlessly at 
second base, was just one of many who pros-
pered for the visiting Rockets.

“Every kid on the roster contributed,” 
White said.

With Hutchinson shelved as a pitcher and 
only cleared to play last week, Andrew Carl-
ton took over on the mound. Carlton didn’t 
disappoint, either, in scattering three hits, 
including Denver Delatte’s solo home run in 
the bottom of the first.

Delatte’s drive three feet from the left-field 
foul pole knotted the score at 1-1. Holden 
had scored first in the top of the inning 
when it opened the game with three hits 
and threatened to score even more.

Aaron Carlton reached on an infield 
single and Griffin Michael bunted for a hit 

HOLDEN 
PAGE C2
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a (summer-league) 
double-header last sum-
mer. So I knew he’s a 
quality pitcher and he 
can mix it up.”

Backofen went the 
distance on the mound 
for the Vikings, allow-
ing just three hits, with 
just one walk and three 
strikeouts, but hit three 
batters.

“But I thought Mac 
(Sceroler) did a great 
job for us setting the 
tone,” said Carroll.  
“And then we got that 
big line-drive double-
play to Wes (Brown) for 
one our big defensive 
plays of the day.”

What Carroll was 
alluding to came in 
the top of the fourth 
inning, as the Vikings’ 
lead-off batter Jarrett 
Bamburg was aboard 
with a bloop single to 
right. Three-hole hitter 
Will Goodwin then 

lined a screamer head-
ing for the hole between 
first and second, but 
Yellow Jackets’ sec-
ond-baseman Brown 
snatched the ball and 
easily doubled-off Bam-
burg at first.

What made the play 
even more important 
was that Sceroler 
walked the next two 
batters, before getting 
Dylan Elliot to ground 
into a force-out at sec-
ond to end the inning.

Airline, which out-hit 
Denham 5 to 3, put 
two on with no outs in 
the sixth, as Cameron 
Taylor and Bamburg 
greeted reliever Hol-
stein with back-to-back 
singles.

Holstein struck out 
the next two batters 
and got Chase Rivers 
to fly out to shallow left 
field to end the threat.

And then in the 
seventh, the Vikings’ 
Andrew Beene and 

Hayden Waxley collect-
ed one-out back-to-back 
singles through the 
hole at short and then 
into shallow left field, 
but Holstein bore down 
once again. He struck 
out Tanner Daniel for 
the second out of the in-
ning, then got Taylor to 
jump on the first pitch 
and fly out to left to end 
the game.

“They (Airline) are a 
district champion and 
I knew coming in that 
they were going to be a 
quality opponent,” said 
Carroll. “They have a 
quality program and 
they’re a very young 
team. So they’re go-
ing to be a team to be 
reckoned with for a few 
years.”

The Vikings ended 
their year with an 18-17 
overall record.
Airline 000 000 0 — 0 5 0

Denham 030 000 x — 3 3 0

W — Mac Sceroler. L — Kyle 

Backofen.

Airline out-hit Denham 5-3

game, the skies opened 
up, sending fans scur-
rying for their cars.

Live Oak led off the 
first four innings with 
base hits, but after 
Kunert’s home run 
was unable to pro-
duce runs until the 
fourth when Morris 
got aboard with his 
single, advanced to 
second on a grounder 

by Zach Hansen and, 
after a flyout by Colby 
Freneaux, was brought 
home off Alexander’s 
single.

Meanwhile, Sam 
Houston’s Dayton 
Dugas led off the 6th 
inning with the other 
single against Mer-
ritt, but was caught 
stealing by Forest 
moments later, and 
Merritt cleaned up for 
them with the next five 
consecutive outs.

For Live Oak, Kunert 
singled twice in addi-
tion to his home runs 
for half his team’s hits, 
while Hansen joined 
the list of hitters with 
a single as well in the 
second inning.

Live Oak improved 
to 26-8 overall, while 
Sam Houston finished 
its season at 17-15.
SHHS 100 000 0 — 1 3 0

Live Oak 100 100 x — 2 6 0

WP — Hunter Merritt. LP — Pey-

ton McLemore.

Live Oak improves to 26-8

From C1

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

Denham Springs High second baseman Wes Brown (2) scoops up a ground ball to toss 
to shortstop Matt Erwin, forcing Airline High’s Chase Rivers for the third out.

MIKE DOWTY | THE NEWS

At top, Tyler Alexander comes around third on a single by Live Oak teammate Lenni 
Kunert, but attempting to take two bases was a bad idea as he is thrown out at the 
plate when Sam Houston catcher Dustin Duhon makes the tag. At middle, junior right-
hander Hunter Merritt is in trouble right away as the Live Oak right hander allows Sam 
Houston leadoff batter Cliff Reid to single his first pitch and then move to second on 
a passed ball. Above, Justin Webb gets tagged by Sam Houston first baseman Corbin 
Eldridge before the Live Oak batter can get around the defender to make it to the bag.

From C1
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before Hutchinson’s 
double in the right-
field corner scored the 
game’s first run and left 
runners on second and 
third with no outs.

Delatte escaped the 
jam without further 
damage when he 
induced two line-drive 
outs to short center field 
and struck out Zach Ad-
dison to end the inning.

Delatte answered with 
his one-out homer to tie 
the score, and Donovan 
Thibodeaux followed 
with a walk. But in-
dicative of the misfor-
tune that hounded the 
Wolves, Chaz Scivicque 
lined a hard shot to 
right field on a hit-and-
run.

Thibodeaux, who was 
already around sec-
ond base, was doubled 
up to end the inning. 
Maurepas had chances 
to score more runs 
throughout the game 
but left seven runners 
on base, including 
three in the fifth when 
it loaded the bases only 

to have Austin Aime fly 
out to deep left field to 
end the game.

“We had an opportu-
nity in the first but then 
we lined into a double 
play,” Maurepas coach 
Anthony Gregoire said. 
“Usually it’s a battle 
(when Maurepas plays 
Holden), but we didn’t 
have an answer for them 
today.”

The District 8-B foes 
split during the regular 
season with Holden 
winning at home in 
nine innings, 5-4, and 
Maurepas taking an 11-6 
victory on its field.

The tie-breaking 
match proved to be no 
contest, with Holden 
improving to 15-15 and 
Maurepas ending its 
season at 12-14. One of 
Holden’s victories came 
against Monterey with 
Ray Hutchinson on the 
mound.

Holden scored in every 
inning but the second 
when Dawson Hutchin-
son smacked a one-out 
double to right field yet 
was stranded when De-
latte struck out the next 
two hitters.

Maurepas put runners 
on second and third 
base with one out in 
the second when T.J. 
Stewart and Christian 
Vicknair stroked back-
to-back hits and moved 
up on a wild pitch.

Carlton ended the 
inning when he threw 
three called strikes past 
the last two hitters in 
Maurepas’ order.

Holden emphatically 
snapped the early dead-
lock with its seven-run 
third that launched the 
Rockets on their path to 
the 10-run-rule victory.

In sending 11 batters 
to the plate, Holden 
benefitted from four 
walks, three hits and 
two errors.

In an indication of 
what was to come, 
Michael drove a leadoff 
triple to left-center field. 
Hutchinson walked, 
and Michael scampered 
home when Delatte’s 
pickoff throw sent 
Hutchinson scurrying 
to second as he easily 
beat a late throw to the 
base.

Carlton then walked 
on a full count, and Aus-

tin Bassemier followed 
with a run-scoring 
single. Addison lifted 
a fly ball to right field 
that eluded Stewart for 
a three-base, two-run 
error.

Hunter Street fol-
lowed with a first-pitch, 
run-scoring single and, 
after a walk to Dawson 
Hutchinson, Delatte 
was lifted in favor of 
Jace Berthelot, who had 
begun the game at short-
stop.

Berthelot promptly 
walked nine-hole hitter 
Michael Bergeron to 
load the bases without 
an out.

Berthelot retired the 
next three hitters but 
not before Holden scored 
two more runs to take 
an 8-1 lead. 

Aaron Carlton hit a 
run-scoring fielder’s 
choice grounder to 
shortstop before Mi-
chael sent a sacrifice fly 
to center field.

After having been 
chased from the mound, 
Delatte ended the in-
ning with a diving catch 
of Hutchinson’s fly ball 
to left field.

“It’s just intensity,” 
White said in explain-
ing Holden’s explosion. 
“We haven’t been play-
ing with that kind of 
intensity.”

Delatte was hit with 
a one-out pitch in the 
third and Scivicque 
drew a two-out walk. 
But it all went for 
naught when Aime hit a 
first-pitch groundout to 
second base.

“He kept it in the 
zone,” Gregoire said of 
winning pitcher An-
drew Carlton, “and they 
played good defense 
behind him.”

Holden picked up a 
run in the fourth when 
Bassemeir sandwiched 
a single in between two 
strikeouts and scored on 
Street’s triple. 

Maurepas went down 
in order in the fourth 
before Holden scored the 
two runs it needed for 
a 10-run-rule victory in 
the fifth.

Bergeron hit a lead-
off single to right and 
moved to second on 
Aaron Carlton’s sac-
rifice bunt. Bergeron 
advanced to third on a 

wild pitch and scored on 
a grounder to shortstop 
that was muffed for an 
error.

Hutchinson reached 
on an error at third 
base, and Bassemeir 
made his way home on 
Andrew Carlton’s field-
er’s-choice grounder to 
shortstop.

Holden managed to 
hold off Maurepas in the 
bottom of the fifth to end 
the game early, but it 
didn’t come easy. 

Brody Babin drew a 
leadoff walk and took 
second on a wild pitch. 
Berthelot popped out to 
center field, but De-
latte was hit by a pitch 
for the second time. 
Thibodeaux flied out 
to right, but Scivicque 
walked to load the bases.

Maurepas’ Aime 
flirted with a home run 
only to have Addison 
corral the ball just short 
of the left-field fence to 
preserve the Rockets’ 
victory and advance 
them one step further 
into the postseason.
Holden 107 12 — 11 10 0

Maurepas 100 00 — 1    3 4

W — Carlton. L — Delatte.

Holden’s Andrew Carlton allowed just three hits

From C1

MIKE DOWTY | THE NEWS

Above, Maurepas baserunner T.J. Stewart gets back to second before Holden pitcher Andrew Carlton can get the 
throw to shortstop Griffin Michael on a pickoff attempt. At right, Hunter Street is safe at second for Holden after an 
errant pickoff throw at first by Maurepas pitcher Denver Delatte during a 7-run third inning for the Rockets. 

Girls All-District 8-B
First team

Sydney Hayden, 
Holden; Lacey Loupe, 
Maurepas; Mon-
tori Weber, Holden; 
Tomia Robinson, 
Hosanna; Kaylee 
Hughes, Holden; Kiah 
Barthelemey, Mau-
repas; Haley John-
son, Holden; Andrea 
Thomas, Hosanna; 
Kelsey Overland, 
Holden; Nykee’ Ken-
nedy, Centerville.

Most Valuable Play-
er: Sydney Hayden, 
Holden

Boys All-District 8-B
First team

Laderdus Green, 
Hosanna; Jumanji 
Washington, Center-
ville; Josh Singleton, 
Hosanna; Donovan 
Thibodeaux, Mau-
repas; Andrew Carl-
ton, Holden; Wesley 
Younger, Maurepas; 
Aaron Carlton, Hold-
en; Rodney Harris, 
Centerville; Juban 
Thomas, Centerville; 
D. Carlin, Hosanna.

Most Valuable Play-
er: Jumanji Washing-
ton, Centerville

Holden’s Hayden MVP of 8-B

Hughes Johnson

Weber ThibodeauxAn. CarltonAa. Carlton Younger

Barthelemy Hayden Loupe Overland

BasketBall
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PUBLIC
NOTICES

RUSTON – Caden Doga 
drove in five runs, 
while pitcher Michael 
Burkhalter limited 
Walker to just three 
hits, as the Wildcats 
were shut out by the 
Bearcats 10-0 in Class 
5A bi-district round 
baseball playoff action 
last Tuesday.

The game was halted 
in the bottom of the 
sixth via the 10-run 
rule. Ruston, which 
held a slim 2-0 lead 
through four and a half 
innings, erupted for 
five runs in the bottom 
of the fifth and then 
added three in the sixth 
to bring an end to the 
contest.

Bryce Tassin tossed 
the first five innings for 
the Cats in suffering 
the loss on the mound, 
with teammate Justin 
Watson getting two 
outs in the sixth before 
Ruston scored the 10th 
run to end the game.

Tassin picked up two 
of Walker’s three hits.

Coach Randy Sand-
ifer’s squad ended the 
season with an 18-16 
overall record, while 
the Bearcats moved on 
the best-of-three series 
in the regional round 
with a 23-11 mark.
Walker 000 000 — 0  3 0

Ruston 002 053 — 10 13 0

W — Michael Burkhalter. L — Bryce 

Tassin.

Wildcats clawed by 
Bearcats, 10-0

BaseBall

Doyle falls to Runnels, 5-1
By Sam Muffoletto 

The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON – Runnels 
pitcher Riggs March 
might have a career in 
law enforcement after his 
baseball days are over.

He handcuffed the Doyle 
batters all day long on 
Thursday, as the Tigers’ 
season came to a disap-
pointing end with a 5-1 
loss to the Raiders in the 
opening round of the 
Class 2A playoffs.

And to pour salt in the 
wound, the No. 11-seeded 
Tiger squad fell to a 
league foe in the No. 22 
Raiders, a team they had 
defeated two out of three 
times in District 7-2A.

March, who at one point 
in the game retired 11 
straight Tiger batters, 
limited Doyle to just four 
hits, with no walks and 11 
strikeouts.

“Anytime you have a 
guy throwing two pitches 
for strikes, it’s going to 
be a long day,” said Doyle 
head coach Tim Beatty.  
“And we don’t bang the 
ball around. That isn’t our 
forte’. We’re about pitch-
ing and playing defense.”

Doyle had faced March 
just last week in a district 
game that ended with 
the Raiders winning on a 
walk-off balk call on the 
Tigers. Doyle had beaten 
Runnels easily in the first 
two district games by the 
scores of 10-0 and 8-1.

“But he (March) really 
commanded his pitches 
well today,” said Beatty. 
“Hats off to him. He threw 
his curve ball anytime he 
wanted to and he threw it 
a lot. We chased it or we 
didn’t hit it when he laid it 
in there.”

Senior left-hander Jacob 
Buchanan made just a 
couple of mistakes in both 
the first and third in-
nings, but Runnels’ Bobby 
Johnson, the son of Raid-
ers’ head coach Tookie 
Johnson, made him pay.

Buchanan walked the 
second batter he faced 
after striking out the first 
to start the game, but op-
posing pitcher and 3-hole 
hitter March then helped 
his own cause with an 
RBI triple in the gap in the 
left-centerfield.

Johnson, who was 
3-for-4 on the day, with a 
double and four runs bat-
ted in, made it 2-0 with a 
sharp single in the hole at 
shortstop.

Doyle cut the deficit in 
half in the bottom of the 
second, when the Tigers 
scored their lone run of 
the game. Junior Blaine 
Ouber reached on an 
error with one out and 
then fellow junior Justin 
Ridgell followed with an 
RBI double in the gap in 
right-centerfield.

Ridell was stranded 
at second, as March got 
the next two batters on a 
strikeout and a fly-out to 
center.

Doyle would not get its 
next hit until the sixth.

Meanwhile, in the 
third inning, Johnson’s 
brother Johnny led off 
with a single to right field, 
and then Buchanan hit 
the next batter, Parker 
LeBlanc.

After striking out 
March, Bobby Johnson 
jumped on the first pitch 
for a two-run double to the 
base of the left-field fence 
that widened the lead to 
4-0.

“We went with Jacob 
Buchanan, who entered 
the game 7-0 on the year, 
but I guess he just didn’t 
have his best stuff today,” 
said Beatty. “But that hap-
pens anytime you have to 
play a good baseball team 
like Runnels, which is a 
well-coached team. I wish 
them the best of luck for 
sure.”

After Buchanan hit 
the leadoff batter in the 
fourth, Beatty brought in 
junior Tyler Pigott, who 
went the rest of the way 
on the mound.

Pigott allowed just three 
hits, but gave up a double 
to LeBlanc and a two-out 
RBI single to Bobby John-
son in the seventh for one 
last insurance run for the 
Raiders.

Doyle had only three 
base-runners over the last 
five innings, two of which 
reached on an error and 
hit-batsman.

Pigott doubled with two 
outs in the sixth, but was 
stranded, while Ridgell 
singled with one out in 
the seventh, but March 
brought down the curtain 
on the Tigers’ season by 
striking out the next two 
batters to end the game.

“I thought we had a 
good game-plan (at the 
plate),” said Beatty. “We 
worked on going away, go-
ing away, because I knew 
that’s what they (Runnels) 
were going to do. But it 

just didn’t happen for us 
today.

“That (two-run deficit 
in the first) was the first 
time we really had to play 
catch-up all year,” said 
Beatty. “I don’t know if we 
were shell-shocked, or it 
got us out of our game or 
what, but we were just a 
little tight today.

“But we had a great 

season,” said Beatty. “We 
finished up 23-7, but it is 
tough to be No. 11 and 
have to play a top quality 
baseball team like Run-
nels. And a district oppo-
nent that we just finished 
up with last week.”
Runnels 202 000 1 — 5 7 2

Doyle 010 000 0 — 1 4 1

W — Riggs March. L — Jacob 

Buchanan (7-1).

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

Doyle catcher Ben Barnes throws to third baseman Clay Kleinpeter attempting to put out Runnels baserunner Johnny 
Johnson stealing third base.
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