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Winter 

slows 

project

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — Three state representa-
tives discussed their plans and expec-
tations for the regular session of the 
Louisiana Legislature during a luncheon 
Wednesday for the Livingston Parish 
Republican Women.

State representative Valarie Hodges, 
J. Rogers Pope and Sherman Q. Mack all 
touched upon issues involving education, 
an anticipated cornerstone for the 2014 
session that kicks off at 9 a.m. Monday.

Hodges and Pope both voiced their oppo-
sition to Common Core Curriculum.

Hodges said the program brings further 
government intervention into the class-

Lawmakers ready to rumble

By Mike Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — City 
officials were somber 
Thursday night as they 
began their meeting 
with a silent prayer for 
Treasurer Clarence 
Speed Jr., who died 
Wednesday in Houston 
after a long battle with 
cancer.

“He was a diligent, 
wonderful employee 
and a wonderful 
friend,” said Mayor 
Jimmy Durbin, who 

credited 
the former 
finance 
director as 
the driv-
ing force 
behind 12 
consecutive 
accounting 
certificates 
of excellence for the 
city.

“Our finances were 
impeccable. Our books 

Denham mourns 
city treasurer

By Mike Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — An unusu-
ally cold winter will 
delay the opening of the 
new Livingston Par-
ish Courthouse until 
September, one of its ar-
chitects said Thursday.

Officials originally 
expected to see the 
110,000 square foot 
project finished in June 
when the contract was 
awarded to builder 
Cangelosi Ward in De-
cember 2012. However, 
architect Jay Labarre 
said rain has slowed 
down everything since 
last fall, and freez-
ing temperatures in 
the past month have 
prevented some critical 
infrastructure work.

“None of the windows 

are in,” said Labarre of 
Grace and Hebert/La-
barre Architects. “To 
put in the fireproofing, 
the temperature has 
to be below a certain 
degree.”

The fireproofing has 
to be sprayed before the 
frame can be covered 
with sheetrock, a 
process just now begin-
ning, he said.

Despite the impedi-
ments the project is 
$1,800 under budget, 
said Project Manager 
Phillip Kern.

After a number of 
cuts and changes, 
Labarre said architects 
working with 22 elected 
officials representing 

OPTIMISTIC OFFICIALS ONCE THOUGHT the 
new Livingston Parish Courthouse 
project would be compete by June. That 
was many rainy days and ice storms 
ago.

Courthouse opening set 
back until September 

P

COURTHOUSE 
PAGE A8

Mike Tucker, with 
THORNCO, LLC, 
uses a forklift to 
bring bathroom 
material inside 
the front en-
trance of the new 
Livingston Parish 
Courthouse under 
construction. The 
forklift rolls up to 
the entrance over 
wooden planks 
over the mud. At 
left, Ira Landry, 
with B&C Sheet 
Metal in Denham 
Springs, installs 
ductwork. The 
spraying of fire-
proofing, which 
cannot be done 
at cold tempera-
tures, has been 
hampered by 
several recent 
freezes.

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

I  BY THE NUMBERS ___
110,000 
 
The square footage inside 
the new Livingston Parish 
Courthouse.

22 
 
The number of elected of-
ficials involved in planning 
and budgeting the project

$1.14m 
 
The savings in millions of 
dollars from revisions to 
keep the project under its 
$19.3 million budget

SPEED 
PAGE A2
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PAGE A2

Speed

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

State Representatives Sherman Mack, J. Rogers Pope and 
Valarie Hodges spoke Wednesday at the meeting of Liv-
ingston Parish Republican Women. Also pictured are LPRW 
publicity chairman Kay Burleigh, corresponding secretary 
Terri Day and recording secretary Darla Steagall.
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Ex-parish consultant seeks to recuse DA
By Alice Dowty 

The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The long 
standing case of a parish 
consultant accused of 
intentional billing errors 
may leave Livingston 
Parish again if his at-
torney persuades a judge 
that District Attorney 
Scott Perrilloux must 
recuse himself.

Attorney John McLin-
don, representing Corey 
Delahoussaye, appeared 
in Judge Brenda Ricks’ 
courtroom Thursday 
morning, suggesting that 
the recusal issue should 
be considered first. If Per-
rilloux is recused, then 
McLindon said the court 
will not need to spend 
time on any of the other 
motions in his briefcase.

Ricks and Assistant 
District Attorney Greg 
Murphy agreed, and the 
motion to recuse will be 
filed, McLindon said.

McLindon said there 
are several reasons 
for recusal, and in his 
opinion, the case should 
be moved.

Perrilloux disagrees. 
Perrilloux’s only com-
ment Thursday was that 
he did not “feel there are 
legal or factual grounds 
to have the District Attor-
ney’s Office recused.”

McLindon said Blayne 
Honeycutt, who repre-
sented Perrilloux as par-
ish government’s legal 
advisor, would be called 
as a witness if Delahous-
saye came to trial, one 
circumstance requiring 

recusal 
from pros-
ecution. 

Perrilloux 
himself 
might also 
be called 
to testify, 

McLindon 
said.

An adversarial rela-
tionship between Perril-
loux and Delahoussaye 
would also bear on the 
District Attorney’s eli-
gibility as a prosecutor, 
McLindon said.

Perrilloux appeared 
on television Nov. 3, 2011, 
announcing an investi-
gation into the possibil-
ity that Delahoussaye’s 
timesheets may not 
reflect actual hours on 
the job.

The timing of the 
unusual announcement 
two weeks before the 
Parish President’s elec-
tion raised interest as 
Delahoussaye worked for 
incumbent Mike Grim-
mer, who was defeated by 
current Parish President 
Layton Ricks. Delahous-
saye has been an antago-
nist to the engineering 
firm where Ricks had 
worked before the elec-
tion, Alvin Fairburn and 
Associates.

Hired in 2009 when the 
Hurricane Gustav debris 
removal program was 
facing challenges by state 
and federal agencies, 
Delahoussaye gathered 
records and informa-
tion used by Grimmer 
to justify shutting down 

the debris program and 
by FEMA as a rationale 
for denying payment to 
the parish for most of the 
work done by the debris 
contractor, International 
Equipment Distributors 
(IED).

On Feb. 24, 2011, IED 
filed a $52 million lawsuit 
against the parish. The 
lawsuit said that the 
parish must pay its bills, 
with or without help 
from FEMA.

Perrilloux said that 
parish assets were public 
assets and as such, could 
not be seized to pay a 
judgment.

Perrilloux worked with 
IED’s lawyers at Jones 
Walker to freeze the law-
suit until FEMA made a 
final determination on 
payment.

In July 2011, Honeycutt 
advised Delahoussaye 
that he needed to choose 
sides and be a team 
player, or else suffer 
consequences, a conver-
sation that Delahoussaye 
recorded.

That month Delahous-
saye was caught between 
the interests of Gravity 
Drainage District 1 and 
Alvin Fairburn and 
Associates, one of the 
monitoring firms hired 
by the parish to see 
that FEMA’s eligibility 
criteria were followed for 
waterway debris removal 
in the three drainage 
districts.

After Delahoussaye 
showed drainage district 
board members work or-

ders from AFA unknown 
to them, those work 
orders were removed 
from the parish appeal 
for federal funds. 

Soon afterwards, 
former councilman 
Jimmie McCoy insisted 
that Delahoussaye be 
prohibited from working 
in Drainage District 2, 
and a committee started 
re-writing the C-Del 
contract to exclude work 
inside drainage districts.

During a Council meet-
ing, Honeycutt faulted 
Delahoussaye for doing 
“too much research.”

On August 25, 2011, the 
Parish Council termi-
nated C-Del’s contract on 
a 5-4 vote. During that 
same meeting, Delahous-
saye raised questions 
about IED billing for 
unauthorized work on 
School Board property. 

The School Board and 
the Parish Council both 
billed FEMA for clear-
ing debris from Lewis 
Vincent Elementary and 
Albany High School.

After he was fired by 
the parish, Delahous-
saye entered the political 
arena as an unsuccessful 
candidate for Assessor 
against incumbent Jeff 
Taylor, who easily won 
and endorsed Ricks 
against Grimmer in the 
presidential runoff.

On November 3, 2011, 
just before the election 
for Parish President, 
Perrilloux made the 
televised announcement 
concerning his upcom-

ing investigation of 
Delahoussaye.

On November 14, 
2011, Delahoussaye was 
deposed as a witness in 
IED’s $53 million law-
suit against the parish 
and invoked the Fifth 
Amendment against self-
incrimination.

On his first day in 
office, Ricks stopped a 
$379,518 check to C-Del, 
written by Grimmer. 
Perrilloux’s investiga-
tion into Delahoussaye’s 
billing was also stopped. 
Perrilloux said the inves-
tigation was taken over 
by the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office. After several 
months, the U.S. Attor-
ney declined the case. 

After seven months 
without any charges filed 
against Delahoussaye, 
the Parish Council hired 
Ralph Stephenson with 
the Postlethwaite and 
Netterville accounting 
firm to investigate the 
C-Del bills. Stephenson, 
a certified public accoun-
tant and an attorney, 
reported five “unusual 
items,” that totaled 
$6,275. 

Perrilloux questioned 
Delahoussaye vigor-
ously at the June 19, 2012, 
Council meeting.

Perrilloux challenged 
Delahoussaye to account 
for FEMA’s decision not 
to pay a title research 
bill. The research 
involved parish prop-
erty used for a hurricane 
debris burn site.

Delahoussaye said 

former DPW Director 
Wayne Martin could not 
produce the documenta-
tion of parish ownership 
of the entire property, 
records required by the 
U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers before the site 
could be used. 

FEMA did not pay the 
bill because FEMA regu-
lations do not require the 
title work, Delahoussaye 
said.

“That’s ridiculous,” 
Perrilloux said.

In spite of Perrilloux’s 
objections, the Council 
directed Ricks to pay the 
C-Del bill (minus $6,275). 

A year later, Delahous-
saye was still waiting for 
the check.

By then, the state In-
spector General’s Office 
had the case.

State Inspector General 
Stephen Street said in an 
interview that in 2012 he 
was asked to investigate 
Delahoussaye’s billing.

On July 25, 2013, men 
from the Inspector 
General’s Office raided 
Delahoussaye’s home and 
removed all the comput-
ers.

On Nov. 22-25, 2013, Per-
rilloux sent the case to a 
grand jury. 

Delahoussaye was 
accused of filing false 
public records and theft. 
Perilloux said after 
falling one vote short of 
the needed 10 out of 12 to 
indict Delahoussaye, he 
decided to use his pre-
rogative to file charges 
on his own.

Delahoussaye

room.
“Even psychologi-

cal evaluations are 
included in this,” she 
said. “It’s about the data 
mining and the curricu-
lum. There would be no 
study of Shakespeare or 
study of human nature 
like that ... things that 
are important for us to 
teach our children.”

Pope said he would 
fight for the elimination 
of the Common Core 
curriculum, which has 
drawn criticism from 
both Democrats and 
Republicans.

He urged the members 
to support teachers in 
the Livingston Parish 
School System.

“I’ve been in educa-
tion 38 years, and our 
strength here is the 
teachers,” Pope said. 
“They have the interest 
of our kids at heart.”

More than 185 bills in 
the 2014 session will fo-
cus on education — 130 
of them on Common 
Core alone, he said.

Pope believes in state 
and local control of a 
curriculum.

On Medicare, Hodges 
wants to halt expansion 
of the program, which 
would swell the rolls to 
400,000.

She said proponents 
have misled citizens to 
believe federal govern-
ment will pay for every-
thing.

“It’s only for three 
years,” Hodges said. 

“And what happens 
after three years?”

Hodges said the fed-
eral government could 
funnel the cost respon-
sibility to state govern-
ment.

“It’s another expan-
sion of government, 
something we see every 
time we turn around,” 
she said. “They want 
more people on govern-
ment rolls — banks, car 
companies, education … 
it just doesn’t stop.”

She also stressed the 
need to continue the 
fight against human 
trafficking.

Hodges spearheaded 

a task force last year 
against human traf-
ficking, but now wants 
to raise the bar on the 
fight.

“We want to set the 
gold standard among 
states in the war against 
human trafficking,” she 
said.

Trafficking amounts 
to a $32 billion industry, 
Hodges said.

“It’s the largest under-
world industry on the 
globe, with the excep-
tion of illegal drugs,” 
she said.

Hodges also wants to 
speed up the Comite 
Diversion Canal proj-
ect, which has been 
on the drawing board 
more than 20 years and 
started construction 
in 2003 before running 
out of promised funding 
despite a local tax col-
lected in four parishes 
for completion of canal.

She said the project 
would lower flood levels 
7 feet, 5 feet in Central 
and 4 feet at the Amite 
River Bridge.

Mack, meanwhile, 
discussed his plans to 
oppose any measure 
that would legalize 
marijuana.

He said he has re-
ceived calls from some 
residents who want him 
to support legalization.

“I will not vote in fa-
vor of that,” Mack said. 
“As an attorney, I deal 
in a lot of criminal cas-
es linked to drug abuse, 
so I can tell you that it’s 
a gateway drug — one 

that leads to those more 
dangerous.”

Mack said at least 18 
deaths in Livingston 
Parish have been linked 
to heroin abuse.

He also asked the 
members to pay close at-
tention to the Congres-
sional and Senatorial 
races this fall.

“It’s not only a big deal 
for Louisiana, it’s a big 
deal for Livingston Par-
ish,” Mack said.

He said reelection of 
Democratic U.S. Sen. 
Mary Landrieu could 
give a Democrat more 
footing in the 2015 gu-
bernatorial election.

“We need to come to-
gether and stand tall for 
what we believe,” Mack 
said.

On another matter, 
Pope stressed the need 
for legislation which 
would help Livingston 
Parish expand its infra-
structure.

A spike in industrial 
development in Ascen-
sion Parish will bring 
an influx of new resi-
dential development to 
the area, which would 
require more roads, he 
said.

“People in Ascension, 
St. James and other par-
ishes will look to locate 
here,” Pope said.

He said 70 percent of 
the Livingston Parish 
workforce is employed 
in other parishes.

A study is already 
underway for a north-
south boundary along 
La. 447, Pope said.

were impeccable,” said Durbin, call-
ing Speed “a friend” and “Christian 
brother.”

Durbin was a City Council member 
when he sat in on Speed’s interview 
with former Mayor Jim Delaune in 
2000.

Speed had been the finance director 
in Ascension Parish under President 
Tommy Martinez until he lost a re-
election bid.

“Both Mayor Delaune and I were so 
impressed with Clarence, it became 
obvious there was not another choice,” 
Durbin said.

Speed, 58, passed away at 3 p.m. 
Wednesday at M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center four and a half years after a 
leukemia diagnosis. He was declared 
cancer free after chemotherapy, but 
the cancer returned nine months ago, 
Durbin said. Speed and his family 
had just made a decision to try a bone 
marrow transplant this week, Durbin 
said.

Other Council members remem-
bered Speed fondly as a hard worker 
who was always pleasant and helpful.

“I found it easy to talk to Clarence,” 
said Councilman Arthur Perkins, who 
has served as Council Finance Chair-
man and looked forward to the annual 
awards that he came to expect.

“He was always accessible,” said 
Councilman Annie Fugler. “Whatever 
he was working on, he would stop and 
answer questions. What I was most 
impressed by, he would always come 
to work, no matter how bad he must 
have felt and how hard it must have 
been.”

Visitation will be at First Baptist 
Church in Greensburg Saturday from 
8 a.m. until 11 a.m. followed by funeral 
services. Arrangements are handled 
by Seale Funeral Home of Denham 
Springs.

Speed brought city 
multiple awards

Legislators leery of Common Core curriculum

From A1

From A1‘I’ve been in 

education 38 

years, and 

our strength 

here is the 

teachers. 

They have 

the interest 

of our kids at 

heart.’ 

 Rogers Pope

State Representative District 71
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By Natalie Truax 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The School 
Board Thursday ad-
opted the calendar for 
the 2014-15 school year, 
setting school to begin 
Aug. 7 and the year to 
close out on May 27, 
2015.

Assistant Superin-
tendent Rick Wentzel 
said an email with the 
proposed calendar was 
sent to system person-
nel. Wentzel said there 
was little feedback aside 
from a few questions 
but no opposition to the 
proposed calendar.

The calendar includes 
a three-week Christ-
mas holiday, beginning 
on Dec. 22, a week for 
Thanksgiving from 
Nov. 24-28 and a week 
for the Easter holiday 
starting on April 3.

A parent-teacher con-
ference day is scheduled 
for Oct. 16 a week after 
the Oct. 10 fair holiday.

Students will also add 
a day off from school on 
Nov. 4 for Election Day 
so schools can accom-
modate voters from the 
various precincts.

Martin Luther King 
Day will be observed 
Jan. 19, 2015, while 
Mardi Gras holidays 
fall Feb. 16-17, 2015.

The students will also 
have a day off for Labor 
Day.

During the meeting 
the board scheduled 
a Budget and Goals 
Committee meeting 
for 6 p.m. March 19 to 
discuss budget adjust-
ments and the distribu-
tion of $2.7 million the 
board received from the 
state over the summer.

Superintendent of 

Schools John Watson 
said the recommenda-
tion at the time was to 
use 50 percent of the 
monies for teacher 
salaries in the form of 
a one-time supplement, 
likely to be distributed 
on May 1.

Watson said $500,000 
of the monies was used 
to fund the effectiveness 
stipend.

Watson said there is 
still some additional 
money remaining, with 
the other 50 percent of 
funds still on the table.

“I’d like to see what 
we can do to beneit 
all of our employees,” 
Watson said. “Everyone 
has shared in these 
inancial hard times we 
have had in the past two 
or three years.”

In other business, 
the board recognized 
Danielle Dustin for her 
second place inish in 
the Louisiana School 
Board Association 2014 
Art Contest.

Dustin attends 
Denham Springs High 
School and is part of 
the talented visual arts 
classes at the school. 

In other action, the 
board:

•Accepted as sub-
stantially complete the 
rooing project for the 
gym and band room at 
Westside Junior High.

•Granted legal adviser 
Mark Boyer author-
ity to enter into pre-
liminary discussions 
to move forward with 
a proposed settlement 
in the matter of Diana 
Hurd vs. Livingston 
Parish School Board, 
District 6 of the Ofice 
of Worker’s Compensa-
tion.

2014-15 school 
year starts Aug. 7

By Mike Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — The 
demise of Backyard 
Burger, the coming 
of Hardee’s and ques-
tions about the delayed 
arrival of Chick-Fil-A 
were topics of discus-
sion at a brief City 
Council meeting 
Thursday night.

Hardee’s is tak-
ing over the Florida 
Parishes locations of 
the shuttered Back-
yard Burger franchise, 
including the 2701 S. 
Range Avenue store in 
Denham Springs that 
was the irst business 
to open in 2005 in 
the Denham Springs 
Economic Develop-
ment District centered 
around Bass Pro Shops 
Outdoor World.

Hardee’s franchise 
owner Paradigm 
Investment Group also 
will operate locations 
at 2327 O’Neal Lane in 
Baton Rouge and 2250 
Florida St. in Mandev-
ille as well as 30 new 
restaurants it plans to 
build in Louisiana.

Denham Springs 
Building Oficial Rick 
Foster said the major 
remodeling plans for 
Hardee’s, including 
construction drawings, 
have been submitted to 
the city.

Meanwhile, the 
city is awaiting the 
resolution of a dispute 
between Chick-Fil-A 
and the Department 
of Transportation and 
Development over a re-
quested second access 
to its planned location 
at 2341 S. Range Ave., 
the site of the former 
Chinese Inn.

Councilman John 
Wascom said many 
residents have asked 
him about the project 
irst announced about 
a year ago at the same 
time as a new CVS 
pharmacy that opened 
last fall.

Mayor Jimmy Durbin 
said Chick-Fil-A’s 

request for a second 
entrance just north of 
the Starbucks location 
next door was turned 
down by the DOTD Dis-
trict 62 ofice in Ham-
mond. Durbin said 
an agency committee 
will hear an appeal on 
March 18.

Foster, who reviews 
commercial building 
plans for compliance 
with city regulations, 
said he does not know 
why the state rejected 
the restaurant’s plans.

After a surge in 
development in 2013, 
commercial projects 
have been lat so far 
this year in Denham 
Springs according to 
statistics provided to 
the Council by Foster. 
Permit fees collected 
by the city in January 
and February totaled 
just $1,080, down 64 
percent from a year 
ago. Total fees for all 
types of construction 
year to date are $3,562 
compared to $9,893 
during the irst two 
months of 2013, also a 
drop of 64 percent.

In other business 
Thursday night, the 
Council approved an 
alcoholic beverage 
retail sales license for 
the owners of a con-
venience store at 1003 
Florida Boulevard at 
Hatchell Lane to be 
called Denham Food 
Mart. The store was 
previously Jimbo’s 
Corner. The applicants 
for the Class B License 
are Rakesh Jariwala 
and Javed Mohammed 
representing RJ Food 
Mart.

The Council held its 
irst March meeting 
ive days early because 
Durbin and three 
Council members are 
leaving Saturday for 
a National League of 
Cities conference in 
Washington, D.C. The 
Council members are 
Chris Davis, Annie 
Fugler and Arthur 
Perkins.

Denham watching commercial changes

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

The closed Backyard Burger located at South Range Avenue at Bass Pro Boulevard in Denham Springs will reopen in 
the future as a Hardee’s. The new franchise has taken over three Backyard Burger locations in Denham Springs, Baton 
Rouge and Mandeville and plans to open 30 new restaurants in Louisiana as well. City Building Official Rick Foster 
said major renovation plans for this site are under review by his office.



C
onservatives galore gath-
ered at National Harbor, 
Maryland, just down-
stream from Washington 
last week to glorify their 

cause at the annual Conservative 
Political Action Committee con-
ference, an event that has become 
must-appear for any Republican 
with national political ambitions. 
Getting left off the speakers list 
at CPAC has become tantamount 
to black-listing for a presidential 
contender.

Despite a softness of support in 
the polls back home, Louisiana 
Governor Bobby Jindal was invited back for his 
third appearance, indicating that Republicans 
still consider the Louisiana Governor a serious 
contender for the presidential nomination in 
2016. Jindal was granted a prime location on the 
three-day speakers list, an appearance Thursday 
sandwiched between two presidential heavyweight 
contenders, Gov. Chris Christie of New Jersey and 
Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida.

The Governor peppered his delivery with humor, 
even giggling at himself for his legendary poor 
showing during the response speech to Obama’s 
first State of the Union address. Jindal’s stumbling 
delivery on that night left a lasting impression 
among Washington people in particular, and he 
carries that cross on his shoulder every time he 
visits the nation’s capital. Outside of Washington, 
however, the speech is far less remembered, and 
Jindal remains very popular outside his home 
state with evangelical Christians and with Ameri-
cans who share a similar Indian heritage.

Jindal remains a credible presidential candidate 
for two principal reasons. First, his base of In-
dian supporters throughout the nation gives him 
broad fundraising capacity. Second, presidential 
campaigns begin with the Iowa caucuses, and the 
Republican Party in Iowa is very much influenced 
by evangelical Christians. A well-funded campaign 
in Iowa, followed by a strong showing at the caucus 

meetings could potentially catapult Jindal into a 
real contender in the next presidential step, the 
New Hampshire primary.

Or, at least, so goes the Jindal plan for politi-
cal success. That success calls for repeated 
and frequent attacks on President Obama, 
and Jindal’s speech to CPAC was littered 
with scathing insults directed toward the 
White House. Despite being mired between 
Christie and Rubio, Jindal was able to grab 
his share of the news coverage coming out 
of the day’s speeches by declaring at one 
point that Obama had replaced Jimmy 
Carter as the worst President in U.S. his-
tory. That remark generated the much-cov-
eted eight-second sound bite on the major 
TV networks, and gave Jindal an 
A-grade for his CPAC appearance.

As for the substance of Jindal’s 
speech, if any, it was largely di-
rected at Obama and his Attorney 
General Eric Holder for filing a suit 
designed to stop Jindal’s voucher 
program in Louisiana. Jindal’s 
standing in his home-state polls fell 
steadily year after year as he cut 
one sacred cow after another from 
the state budget. But the biggest op-
position to him has been, ironically, 
from his political base in the white suburban areas 
like Livingston and St. Tammany parishes where 
public schools form the cornerstone for the local 
economy.

Jindal took this opposition head on during his 
CPAC speech, touting vouchers as a way to “em-
power parents” with the decisions over their kids’ 
educations. Vouchers are a hot topic in the media 
center of New York right now as the city’s new so-
cialist mayor wants to eliminate the NYC voucher 
program now serving 140,000 students. Jindal is 
jumping on that issue, and making it his own.

Jindal also made a big play during his talk for 
the evangelical vote when he heaped praise upon 
himself for coming publicly to the defense of Duck 
Dynasty’s star after it had been suspended from the 

air for pro-Christian remarks by one of the show’s 
stars during a magazine interview. The Duck 

Dynasty controversy proved high politi-
cal cotton for Jindal, enabling him to 

make a strong move toward one 
of his most important bases of 
support.

All in all, it was a good show-
ing for Louisiana’s Governor, 

whose third appearance before 
CPAC proved much livelier that 
last year’s when he gave what 

amounted to a rewritten speech 
already delivered several days be-
fore the CPAC meeting to another 
audience. This time, Jindal was 

obviously more prepared. Mixing 
liberal doses of humor into a politi-

cal speech is always risky business. 
Humor has a way of backfiring 

if it’s not artfully done. But 
Jindal has obviously picked 
up a gifted speech writer, 
and the humor integrated 
into the Governor’s remarks 
fit the bill.

In addition to Christie 
and Rubio, this year’s 

CPAC speakers list included 
Texas Senator Ted Cruz, Kentucky Senator Rand 
Paul, former Arkansas Governor Rick Huckabee, 
and Congressman Paul Ryan of Wisconsin, Mitt 
Romney’s running mate in 2012. Also on the list 
was Texas Governor Rick Perry, the former Texas 
Aggie cheerleader, who brought the house to its feet 
several times during a rousing talk to begin the 
day Friday morning. These gentlemen will likely 
comprise the list of opponents facing Louisiana 
Governor Bobby Jindal in the Iowa caucuses in 
January 2016.

A fair political assessment at this juncture can 
only conclude that Bobby Jindal holds as good a 
hand as any of them.

Bobby Jindal’s viable presidential campaign
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R
udyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book 
describes the ruins of an ancient city 
taken over by orangutans. The apes 
are quite at home within the human 
architecture, though incapable of 

appreciating much else about the civiliza-
tion they have displaced. Such fun. Monkeys 
to remind us of our foolish grandiosity, like 
Shelley’s Ozymandias, literature’s rock star 
of narcissism.

Ours is an age of narcissism, worshiping all 
that is modern without proof or even, some-
times, evidence of its excellence.

In a sign of the times, the College Board, 
keeper of the SAT college entrance exam, has 
announced its intention to drop the essay re-
quirement in future years. King Louie, ruler 
of the orangutans, would certainly approve. 
What use are critical thinking skills in the 
age of Siri? Let our calculators do our math 
and our word processors take care of the 
spelling. There is already a movement under 
way to do away with spelling in elementary 
school.

College entrance tests long ago let in calcu-
lators for math problems. After all, everybody 
uses calculators for math in real life, right? 
Even NASA contract engineers, like the ones 
that crashed their Mars probe because they 
forgot to convert English measurements to 
metric. Bad things happen with too many 
shortcuts. Ours is not to reason why.

College Board President David Coleman 
at an announcement event in Austin, Texas, 
Wednesday said the new, improved SAT will 
offer “worthy challenges, not artificial ob-
stacles.” Most of his peers think Coleman is 
merely trying to keep up with his rival, ACT, 
which seems to be taking over the college en-
trance exam market, such as it is. Both tests 
were silly before and will be even sillier now. 
The real travesty is that they have become 
the driving force of day-in, day-out education, 
along with the so-called “Common Core” cur-
riculum that meddling bureaucrats want to 
impose on everybody.

The SAT has decided to tweak its vocabu-
lary words so that students are challenged no 
more by the unfamiliar.

“Some of the SAT words that we’ve seen, 
well personally, I’ve seen, taking the SAT … 
I’ve never heard of them and stuff,” said a 
high school senior interviewed for an As-
sociated Press story about the changes. Such 
intellect. This girl believes her score would 
have been higher had she taken this “new, 
improved” test coming and she’s probably 
right. Who wouldn’t do better? 

Dress it up in all the high-blown rhetoric 
you want, there are economic forces at work. 
Education “reform,” as we have seen in 
Louisiana, was invented by a confederacy of 
dunces, education bureaucrats and testing 
companies. Teachers now teach the tests. A 
quid pro quo is required by the testing com-
panies to make sure they make the results of 
this process look like progress.

More than 3 million students take SAT and 
ACT tests every year. They do so to perpetu-
ate a system that puts young minds on an 
assembly line of conformity and calls the 

measured results education. 
No wonder in the real world, 
the wealthiest man turns 
out to be a Harvard dropout.

Added to the tasks now of 
the college entrance tests is 
an evaluation mechanism 
for teachers. Good results 
mean teachers are doing 
their jobs. Bad results mean 
they are not, or something 
like that.

What if it all went out of 
style tomorrow? What if 
somebody came along and 
declared that these tests are 
rotten and teaching them is 

bad and stuff?
What if teachers set aside multiple choice 

tests and turned instead to instilling criti-
cal thinking skills? Those pesky “artificial 
obstacles” are the essence of problem solving, 
even if measuring such abilities is inconve-
nient to the spreadsheet educators and their 
computer programs.

The only thing remotely progressive about 
the new SAT is this opening of the door to 
guesswork. Until now, the test had a disin-
centive to stop test takers from attempting 
to pick the right answer to a problem if they 
were not sure. Gone now.

Of course, the reason for this change has 
nothing to do with the encouragement of 
thought. The testing companies know full 
well that under their rules changes, scores 
have to go up. In any multiple choice test with 
four possible answers, the odds of success for 
taking a guess are 25 percent. Clever people 
can do even better since they know at least 
one answer will be patently ridiculous and 
can be therefore immediately discarded. 
Clever people also realize the odds of getting 
the question right if you don’t guess are zero, 
so they will guess.

As far as vocabulary is concerned, words 
go in and out of fashion. It appears now that 
modern eyes consider such words as “pre-
varicator” and “sagacious” to be quaint. 
They will pass into the night to make room 
for whatever the Facebook/Twitter genera-
tion considers relevant. Click “Like” if you 
approve.

We’ll probably never know whether, had 
people kept “prevaricator” in general usage, 
the election of a Prevaricator in Chief could 
have been avoided. A sagacious nation would 
certainly have discounted those prevarica-
tions about keeping our health insurance 
policies we liked.

As I watch what is happening, all I can see 
are those orangutans, blissfully ignorant 
of the world they inherited and, apparently, 
proud of it. The current modes of educat-
ing and testing need to take their places in 
historical museum exhibits alongside “new 
math” and other quackeries of the blackboard 
jungle in the past. If not, we are looking at a 
future of abject ignorance and the ruins of a 
once great civilization.

PIECE OF 

MIND
Mike Dowty

21st century blackboard jungle

Mike	Dowty	is managing editor of the Livingston Parish 
News.

I  EDITORIAL___

T
he games go on with the MFP, the 
complex formula used by state 
government to determine how 
much money local school systems 
have available to educate students. 

Though it is seldom talked about outside 
of school board central offices, the issue of 
MFP is one of the most important affecting 
citizens year in and year out. It’s right up 
there with highways and taxes.

On Friday the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education deferred voting on a 
$3.5 billion formula to be allocated to school 

systems across 
the state next 
year because of 
disagreements 
over details far 
too numerous 
and complex 
to explain in 
this limited 
space. That’s 
been the recent 
history of the 
MFP, which has 
stayed largely 
frozen in place 
for the last six 
years while 
expenses to 
school districts 
continue to 
rise. Last year 

came a reprieve in the form of a one-time 
additional appropriation by the Legislature 
to make up for this freeze.

That $69 million would be rolled into the 
next MFP following the plan under con-
sideration. At issue is whether the version 
BESE wants to pass might be diverted into 
something called “Course Choice” that al-
lows high school students to take free online 
classes if their regular school does not offer 
a particular subject they want or if their 
school had been rated a C, D or F by the 
state. The Louisiana Federation of Teach-
ers says this back door voucher program 
violates a ruling by the state Supreme Court 
last year that bars the use of MFP outside of 
public schools.

Will Livingston Parish and all the other 
school systems have to endure another year 
of funding freezes while the state Education 
Department continues to play these games 
with our tax dollars?

Get the dollars to our public schools, as the 
constitution requires. Let the Legislature 
come up with general fund appropriations 
for “Course Choice” and other experiments 
like that if it cares to and can do so legally. 
Leave the MFP out of it. The MFP is too 
important to too many people to be held hos-
tage like this, especially after the Supreme 
Court made clear the restrictions on its use 
written into our state constitution.

Free the MFP 
from games

Will 

Livingston 

Parish and 

all the other 

school 

systems have 

to endure 

another year 

of funding 

freezes?

WAYS

AND MEANS
Jeff M. David

Jeff	M.	DAviD is the Publisher of The Livingston Parish News.

‘A strong showing in Iowa could catapult Jindal into 

a real contender in New Hampshire.’ Jeff David column.



I CALL & COMMENT___
My grandson was adopted 
in Livingston Parish. I had 
visitation and after several 
times in court, they started 
moving around to keep me 
from seeing him at age 11. He 
is now 18 years old. They lie 
when I try to call. I don’t know 
what he has been told but he 
is graduating from Live Oak 
High School. I saw in the 
paper that he was on honor 
roll last year. My broken 
heart will never heal until I 
speak to him. I just want him 
to know the situation because 
it’s his decision now. I love 
him so much and the hole in 
my heart is slowly killing me. 
— MawMaw.

Be aware of a retired plumber 
advertising to work for 
plumbing jobs. He came to 
my house, purchased sup-
plies, asked for money and 
would not give me a receipt. 
He did very little work, did 
lots of damage and left. I paid 
him $400 and now I have to 
hire another plumber. Don’t 
fall victim to senior citizen 
scams. I am a senior citizen 
and I have learned a lesson.  

I will not vote for changes to 
the Parish Charter. The num-
ber one problem is all of the 
people on the revision com-
mittee are just as biased as 
the politicians who appointed 
their cronies to it. Where are 
the independent minds on 
the committee? None of those 
were appointed.

Nixon wiretapped a hotel room 
and impeachment proceed-
ings began. Obama wire-
tapped the entire nation and 
no one cares.

There was a really loud explo-
sion last Wednesday in the 
Brown Road/Juban Road 
area. Does anyone know what 
it was? It happened around 
5:30 p.m. The lights didn’t go 
out. I never saw any smoke 
or heard any sirens, but it 
was load and hard enough to 
shake my house. Neighbors 
from all around came out 
of their homes. I called my 
daughter who lives a half 
a mile down the road. She 
heard it really loud also.

This is in response to the 
comment about someone not 
being informed. Politifacts 
tells us food stamps doubled 
under George W. Bush. The 
INS records reports illegal 

entry into the Unites States 
peaked under George Bush 
while President Obama has 
deported more illegal aliens 
than any president in Ameri-
can history. The Wall Street 
Journal stated President 
Obama’s spending has been at 
a slower rate than at anytime 
in 60 years. American democ-
racy is dependent on educated 
voters that actually go to the 
polls and vote.  

This is a response to the per-
son who would like to recycle 
their old newspapers. I take 
mine to my dog’s vet. They 
line the cages with them.

Here comes another lawsuit 
from the Livingston Parish 
Councilmen. From the looks 
of things, the council wants 
access to Parish President 
Ricks’ administration re-
cords. They are two separate 
governing offices. The council 
has not accomplished any-
thing for the people in this 
parish except get us into law-
suits, sue private citizens and 
make a mockery of the parish. 
The council is demonstrat-
ing how not to run a parish. 
Stick to your guns, Parish 
President Ricks. The council-
men know that they look like 
horrible buffoons, and they 
are trying to bring you down 
to their level.

Great news! Obama says you 
can keep your health care 
until after the midterm elec-
tions. You just can’t make this 
stuff up.

This is in response to the 
question, “I was born and 
raised in the United States. 

Why do I have to press 1 for 
English and I get somebody 
on the other end of the line 
who barely speak or under-
stand English?” It is because 
Republican corporate welfare 
programs provide financial 
incentives to American 
companies to leave the United 
States and manufacture that 
broken down piece of junk you 
are calling about in a third 
world country.

I have never understood the 
uniform policy. It does not 
prevent the poor children 
from being singled out. You 
can tell Wal-Mart khakis from 
mall khakis. You can still tell 
the difference by the shoes 
worn on their feet. You can 
tell the difference by the cars 
picking up children in car 
rider line. You want a truly 
uniformed class base, all uni-
forms, belts, socks, and shoes 
must be purchased from same 
place. If not, your silly system 
defeats its own purpose.

Mr. Sibley did not apologize to 
the family himself. That was 
what the young man’s father 
said on the news. Sibley’s 
attorney said that Sibley is 
remorseful. I guess that must 
make it okay.  

I saw former vice presidential 
candidate Paul Ryan on televi-
sion this week at the CPAC 
cartel meeting. Paul Ryan 
characterized the federal free 
school lunch plan by relating 
a story about a student on 
the program. Ryan tells us 
the student “wanted his own 
lunch, one in a brown paper 
bag, just like the other kids. 
He wanted one because the 
student knew a kid with a 
brown paper bag had someone 
who cared for him. This is 
what the left does not under-
stand.” This is my suggestion 
for the 85 percent of white 
voters that go to the polls and 
vote Republican in Livingston 
Parish. Elect Republicans like 
this man and the 12,000 white 
children and 800 black chil-
dren currently receiving free 
lunches in this parish can 
go to school all day without 
anything to eat.

The second of Nixon’s Articles 
of Impeachment was for the 
crime of using the IRS to pun-
ish his political opponents. 
The difference is that Barack 
Obama’s IRS scandal makes 
Richard Nixon look like a 
minor league rookie.

T
he Russian invasion of Crimea 
occurred in a place little known 
to Americans, for reasons rooted 
in a tangled and bloody history. 
The showdown between President 

Vladimir Putin and the new Ukrainian 
government is a fight about tangible mat-
ters of intense mutual interest.

But many Americans can’t address inter-
national crises without 
sounding like a Toby 
Keith song: “I Wanna 
Talk About Me.” If bad 
things are happening 
anywhere in the world, 
it must be something we 
caused and something 
we can fix.

Listen to John 
McCain, the Arizona Re-
publican senator whose 
current mission in life is 
to confirm the wisdom 
Americans showed by 
not electing him presi-
dent. “Why do we care?” he thundered in 
a speech this week in reference to the Rus-
sian invasion. “Because this is the ultimate 
result of a feckless foreign policy in which 
nobody believes in America’s strength 
anymore.”

This will be enlightening to Ukrainians 
who cherish democracy and human rights 
and thought our attention stemmed from 
shared values and concern for their wel-
fare. No, we care about what’s happening 
there because it proves the ineptitude and 
impotence of Barack Obama.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., insisted 
the Russian aggression came because “we 
have a weak and indecisive president.” 
Sarah Palin crowed that she had predicted 
that if Obama were elected president, Rus-
sia would invade Ukraine because of his 
“indecision and moral equivalence” when 
Russia invaded Georgia.

Both of them seem to forget that Putin 
brazenly attacked Georgia during the 
presidency of George W. Bush, who had 
gone to considerable trouble to prove his 
“strength” by invading Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Obama, of course, has not been averse 
to using force abroad — mounting a surge 
that more than tripled U.S. troop strength 
in Afghanistan, bombing Libya to bring 
down Moammar Gadhafi, ordering the 
raid that killed Osama bin Laden and ap-
proving drone strikes that have left some 
2,400 corpses.

True, Obama did stupidly threaten retali-
ation if the Syrian government used chemi-
cal weapons — a threat he proved unwill-
ing to carry out. But the belief that the 
KGB veteran who rules Russia would have 
behaved differently had Obama launched 
some missiles at Syria is a risible delusion.

In this instance, Putin perceived that 
measures of toughness were irrelevant, be-
cause no American president was about to 
use military force to reverse an occupation 
of Crimea. Even McCain lamely agreed, 
“There is not a military option that could 
be exercised now.”

The only humor in this situation is the 
dark sort, which consists of contrasting the 
hard rhetoric of Obama’s critics with their 
pillow-soft recommendations. An edito-
rial in The Wall Street Journal mocked 
Obama’s stern condemnation of the attack: 
“That will have the Kremlin quaking.”

It argued that, instead, “all trade and 
banking relationships with Russia ought 
to be reconsidered.” Trade and banking 
relationships? All of them? Reconsidered? 
Oooh. That’s going to leave a mark.

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., offered eight 
steps Obama should take to punish Putin, 
none of which involved the use of military 
force. He did propose an offer of NATO 
membership — not to Ukraine, strangely, 
but to Georgia.

Putin used force because he thought the 
fate of Ukraine was too important to leave 
to Ukrainians. That’s not exactly a new 
policy for the Kremlin. The notion that a 
great power is entitled to respond militar-
ily to unwelcome events in its backyard 
has a long pedigree in Washington, too. 
Ask the Cubans. Or the Nicaraguans. Or 
the Dominicans.

What was obvious to Putin is also obvi-
ous to just about everyone in American 
politics: A violation of Ukraine is not 
important enough to the U.S. or its allies to 
elicit a military response. It didn’t matter 
what Obama did in Syria — any more than 
it mattered for Georgia what Bush did in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

It wouldn’t have mattered if Obama had 
not tried to “reset” relations with Russia. It 
wouldn’t have mattered if Palin herself had 
had her finger on the nuclear button.

What mattered, as University of Chicago 
defense scholar John Mearsheimer puts it, 
is that “Ukraine is of enormous strategic 
importance to Russia” and that “we have 
hardly any good cards to play.” In this sce-
nario, Obama’s policies were as irrelevant 
as Bush’s were in 2008.

In Washington, many politicians assume 
the world revolves around us. The people 
in power in Moscow have a very different 
and puzzling trait: They think it revolves 
around them.

Our 

irrelevance 

in Ukraine

STEVE

CHAPMAN

SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2014    THE LIVINGSTON PARISH NEWS A5I

Steve Chapman is a columnist and editorial 
writer for the Chicago Tribune. His twice-a-
week column on national and international 
affairs appears in some 60 papers across the 
country.

I GIVE US A CALL___
| “Call and Comment” is an open 
forum in which readers are invited 
to speak their minds about any topic 
— local or otherwise. Callers do 
not have to give their names, but 
comments may be edited. Names 
that are not spelled out might not 
be printed. Selection of comments 
to be printed rests with the edi-
tors. Dial 665-7401 or submit your 
comment via our website at www.
livingstonparishnews.com. Call 665-
5176 or 567-9721 for subscription 
or other inquiries.

NOTE: WE ENCOURAGE A HEALTHY 
DEBATE OF IDEAS. PLEASE 
REFRAIN FROM NAME-CALLING 
AGAINST OTHER CONTRIBUTORS 
WITH WHOM YOU DISAGREE. 



I A6 THE LIVINGSTON PARISH NEWS SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2014  ___

By Jamie Webb 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON —During a 
brief meeting on Feb. 
13, the Board of Alder-
men here authorized 
Mayor Derral Jones 
to apply for a Local 
Government Assis-
tance Program grant 
to acquire property 
to expand Parks & 
Recreation facilities in 
the town.

“We are eligible 
for a maximum of 
$35,000 through an 
LGAP grant,” Jones 
said. “I’m suggesting 
we use that money to 
partially pay for some 
land. The property we 
are trying to purchase 
is at the corner of 
Texas Street and S. 
Range Road, and there 
are 9.06 acres. It’s 
adjacent to our park, 
and this is probably 
our last opportunity 
to find something that 
is contiguous with our 
parks.”

The town has had 
trouble in the past 
finding practice fields 
for the hundreds of 
children that sign up 
for various Parks and 
Recreation sports, so 
this purchase will help 
alleviate that problem.

Jones said they had 
been trying to pur-
chase the property for 
years, but the owners 
did not want to sell 
until now. 

He added that if 
the sale does not go 
through, the town can 
use the grant money 
towards another proj-
ect.

In other business, 
Engineer Ed Knight 
said that there has 
not been much work 
done on improvements 
to the Red Oak sewer 
treatment plant be-
cause of the icy, rainy 
weather, but they 
are adding a catwalk 
around the clarifier 
to improve safety. The 
catwalk was not in the 
original plan. They 
are also adding hand-
rails at the facility.

In other business, 
Jones said he and 
Senator Dale Erdey 
are working with 
the Department of 
Transportation and 
Development (DOTD) 
on a roundabout at the 
intersection of Texas 
Street and Hwy. 63 to 
improve safety.

Jones said in August 
that there is a round-
about in Port Vincent 
and one in Hammond. 
He mentioned asking 
for a street light, but 
DOTD suggested a 
roundabout instead for 
financial reasons.

In other business, 
the board also voted 
to add the mayor pro 
temp as an approved 
check signer for town 
banking business. 

“We will add David 
McCreary and give 
him the authority to 
be one of the signers 
on checks. We always 
have two signers on 
every check,” Jones 
said.

The board also voted 
to adopt the Louisiana 
Compliance Question-
naire. 

“It’s something that 
we do every year,” 
Jones said. “It basi-
cally says to your 
knowledge, we’ve done 
everything right and 
violated no laws that 
you’re aware of.”

In other news, Mc-
Creary said for the 
month of January, the 
fire department had 
16 first aid calls, three 
motor vehicle acci-
dents, and one struc-
tural fire in town; and 
20 first aid calls, seven 
motor vehicle acci-
dents, two structural 
fires, four grass fires, 
two mutual aids, two 
canceled/false alarms 
and one agency assist 
outside of town.

DENHAM SPRINGS — The Ward 
2-Denham Springs City Mar-
shal’s Office is offering an 
amnesty program for anyone 
with an outstanding warrant 
issued by the City Court of 
Denham Springs, beginning 
March 15 through May 15.

Hundreds of people with 
outstanding warrants are 
currently facing mounting 
fees and possible arrest.  
Marshal Jerry Denton said 
the amnesty program will 
allow those who have an 
outstanding warrant to pay 
their fines and court costs, 
and in most cases pay a $35 
bond fee to schedule a new 

court date, without the retri-
bution of arrest or additional 
recall fees.

“This amnesty program is 
an easy, economical way to 
resolve some of the backlog, 
and to give people an oppor-
tunity to get on the right side 
of the law,” Denton said. 

Denton said his office of-
fered an amnesty program in 
2012 that helped to clear more 
than 500 outstanding war-
rants and generate more than 
$60,000 in fines collected for 
the court.

Denton said the program 
only applies to outstanding 
warrants issued by the Ward 

2 City Court of Denham 
Springs. Defendants wish-
ing to take advantage of the 
two-month amnesty program 
must appear voluntarily and 
pay fines or bond with a new 
court date. Once a new court 
date has been issued the 
outstanding warrant will be 
recalled, he said. 

Once the amnesty program 
ends on May 15, the Denham 
Springs Marshal’s Office 
will again actively seek and 
arrest those individuals 
with outstanding warrants, 
Denton said.

Denton said his office 
enters all warrants into a 

national database. If a person 
with an outstanding warrant 
is stopped by law enforce-
ment and his or her license 
is checked, the database will 
show the warrant and that 
person may be arrested. The 
Department of Motor Ve-
hicles is also notified nation-
wide, and the person’s license 
will be suspended until such 
time as the warrant is satis-
fied. 

Persons wishing to pay 
their outstanding fines by 
phone can call 1-800-701-
8560. There will be a service 
charge up to 10 percent of the 
fine.

Livingston 
eyes parks 
expansion

Marshal offering amnesty

SUBMITTED

Need a loving home
The Walker Animal Shelter, located on Ball Park Road off Walker North Road, has many dogs and cats available for adoption. The shelter is 
open Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, call the shelter at 791-3482. 



J. Autry Shaffer
J. Autry Shaffer, a 

resident of Pride, passed 
away at Baton Rouge 
General Hospital on 
Monday, March 3, 2014, at 
the age of 77. He was born 
in Europa, Miss., on Dec. 
29, 1936. Mr. Shaffer was 
an auto body mechanic 
for over 48 years, and 
was employed with Cole-
man/All Star Toyota for 
over 25 years. He was an 
amazing, unique person 
who could always make 
you laugh. Mr. Shaffer 
enjoyed tinkering at 
home on different pet 
projects, and especially 
loved working on his 
1974 Ford Bronco. He 
loved his family and will 
be missed dearly by his 
wife of 49 years, Nancy 
E. Shaffer; daughters, 
Amy S. Meche (Dean) of 
French Settlement, and 
Audrey C. Shaffer (Jerry 
Lange) of Baton Rouge; 
grandchildren, Dean 
E. Meche Jr., Jessica 
Riley, Fallon E. Shaffer, 
Joshua M. Lange, Jake 
A. Meche, Jordan A. 
Lange, Carly R. Meche, 
Judy A. Lange, Roman 
C. Lange, and Noah J. 
Lange; and great-grand-
children, K.J. Johnson 
and Dean E. Meche III. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents. 
Visitation was at Gree-
noaks Funeral Home on 
Saturday, March 8, at 
9 a.m. until the funeral 
service begins at noon. 
Interment followed in 
Greenoaks Memorial 
Park. Online condolences 
may be placed at www.
greenoaksfunerals.com.

Clarence Speed Jr.
I have fought the good 

fight. I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. 
Clarence Eddie Speed 
Jr., 58, died on March 
5, 2014, after a lengthy 
battle with cancer at the 
M.D. Anderson Intensive 
Care Unit in Houston, 
Texas, with his family 
at his bedside. Clarence 
Eddie was born on Oct. 
30, 1955, to Anna Phil-
lips Speed and the late 
Clarence E. Speed Sr. in 
Magnolia, Miss. He was 
a native of Greensburg 
and a resident of Denham 
Springs.  Clarence was al-
ways an avid sports fan. 
He enjoyed following all 
the local teams as well as 
his beloved New Orleans 
Saints. This interest be-
gan early in his life, when 
as a youth; he played the 
position of tight end for 
the Greensburg High 
Wildcats continuing col-
legiately in this position 
with the Southwest Mis-
sissippi Jr. College Bears. 

Professionally speaking, 
Clarence earned an Ac-
counting Degree from 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University in 1978. He 
was active in his chosen 
profession for over 30 
years. His career began 
in the private sector hold-
ing positions with such 
companies as Texaco 
and Charter Marketing. 
In his later career, he 
became involved with 
governmental account-
ing, first working as a 
Field Auditor for the 
Louisiana Department 
of Revenue progressing 
to Treasurer Positions 
in Ascension Parish and 
most currently for the 
Denham Springs Mu-
nicipality. Clarence was a 
dedicated loving hus-
band, father and brother. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 35 years, Laurie 
Gill Speed of Denham 
Springs; daughter and 
son-in-law, Brenna Lau-
ren and Lynn Burgett of 
New Orleans; and a son, 
Derrick Blake Speed of 
Denham Springs. He also 
leaves behind a brother 
and sister-in-law, Clif-
ton Thomas Speed and 
Donna Casey Speed of 
Greensburg; and a niece 
and nephew, Dianne 
Speed and Clifton Speed 
of Hammond. Funeral 
Arrangement were held 
Saturday, March 8, at 
First Baptist Church of 
Greensburg. Visitation at 
the church was held from 
8 a.m. to 11 a.m. A memo-
rial service followed from 
11 a.m. to noon. Disposi-
tion of body was crema-

tion. In lieu of flowers, 
the immediate family 
asks that donations be 
made in my husband’s 
memory to either the 
American Cancer So-
ciety or M.D. Anderson 
Cancer Center Houston, 
Texas. The family wishes 
to thank the ICU Nurses 
Doctors, and Stem Cell 
Transplant team for the 
compassionate care of 
our loved one. The family 
also wishes thank Mayor 
Jimmy Durbin and staff 
of Denham Springs City 
Hall for all the support 
and kind gestures during 
Clarence’s illness. 

Elsie Teal
Elsie Burns Teal, 

a lifetime resident of 
Walker, passed away on 
Wednesday, March 5, 

2014, at Harvest Manor 
Nursing Home. She was 
98. Graveside services 
were held on Saturday, 
March 8, at 11 a.m. in 
the Revival Temple 
Cemetery and conducted 
by her son, Larry Teal. 
She is survived by three 
sons, Larry Teal and 
wife Louise, Jimmie 
Teal and wife Patty and 
Michael Teal and wife 
Dianne; two daughters, 
Sybil Teal Miller and 
husband Dale and Myra 
Teal Irvine and husband 
Rick; 16 grandchildren; 
22 great-grandchildren; 
numerous great-great-
grandchildren; and 
sister, Elner Burns 
Ledet. She was pre-
ceded in death by her 
parents, Edmond and 
Olive Burns; grandchild, 

Mitchell Teal; daughter-
in-law, Cheryl Teal; four 
brothers, Wilbert Burns, 
Pat Burns, Ray Burns 
and Ivan Burns; four sis-
ters, Addie Burns Coats, 
Annie Burns Berthelot, 
Vivian Burns Pendarvis 
and Bea Burns Achord. 
Pallbearers were grand-
sons, Tim, Brian, Eric, 
Carl, Troy and James 
Teal. She was a foster 
grandparent with the 
Council on Aging. She 
enjoyed gardening, cook-
ing and always giving to 
her family and friends. 
The family would like to 
extend a special thanks 
to the support team with 
Harvest Manor Nursing 
Home and Life Source 
Hospice. Sign the online 
guest book at www.seale-
funeral.com.
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I  OBITUARIES ___

I  FELONY ARRESTS ___
LIVINGSTON — The 

following persons were 
booked into the Livingston 
Parish Prison between noon, 
Wednesday, Febru-
ary 26, 2014, and noon, 
Wednesday, March 5, 
2014, according to book-
ing records from the 
Sheriff’s office. These 
records do not reflect 
innocence or guilt:

Antonio Ballard, 33, 30513 
Hwy. 1024, Walker, was 
charged with posses-
sion of Schedule II drugs 
with intent to distribute, 
reckless operation, driv-
ing under suspension 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Rodney Ballard, 42, 28283 
Charlie Watts, Livings-
ton, was charged with 
operation and creation 
of a methamphetamine 
lab, possession of Sched-
ule II drugs, possession 
of Schedule III drugs, 
theft of goods and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia.

Kristian Bauer, 24, 559 
Redbud Lane, Hicham, 
Tenn., was charged with 
possession of Schedule II 
drugs.

Anna Biro, 28, 12865 
Mulberry Dr., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with possession of 
Schedule II drugs.

Russell Blanchard, 49, 
33369 Clinton Allen 
Road, Denham Springs, 
was charged with aggra-
vated battery.

Harvey Breland, 30, 30715 
Burgess Road, Lot 58 B, 
Denham Springs, was 

charged with second 
degree battery with seri-
ous bodily injury.

Payton Clements, 19, 
13233 She Lee Place, 
Gonzales, was charged 
with possession of 
Schedule II drugs with 
intent to distribute and 
possession of Schedule 
III drugs.

Ronald Costanza, 30, 8248 
Royal Wood Dr., Baton 
Rouge, was charged with 
possession of Schedule II 
drugs with intent to dis-
tribute and possession of 
Schedule III drugs.

Samuel Fritcher, 49, 1012 
Rodeo Dr., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with illegal use of weap-
ons.

Chelsey Galloway, 24, 
12837 Buddy Ellis Road, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with simple 
burglary and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

Joseph Gauthier, 40, 
30715 Burgess Road, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with unlawful 
use or access of social 
media and failure to 
notify law enforcement 
of change of address as a 
sex offender.

Eric Gautreau, 33, 18100 
Van Broussard Road, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with simple 
rape.

Brian Glindmeyer, 30, 
13850 Brittany Court, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with opera-
tion and creation of a 
methamphetamine lab, 
failure to pay child sup-

port and driving under 
suspension.

Richard Hanley, 30, 11103 
Juniper St., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with molestation of a 
juvenile.

Robert Higgins, 41, 18975 
La Trace, French Settle-
ment, was charged with 
attempted second degree 
murder.

Donald Howard, 27, 4365 
Cannon, Baton Rouge, 
was charged with pos-
session of Schedule II 
drugs, possession of 
Schedule I drugs with 
intent to distribute and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia.

Donald Jeansonne, 51, 
8684 Wayne St., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with second degree bat-
tery with serious bodily 
injury.

Kendra Johnsey, 29, 
83511 Black Mud Road, 
Walker, was charged 
with possession of 
Schedule II drugs with 
intent to distribute, 
possession of Schedule 
IV drugs, possession of 
marijuana and posses-
sion of drug parapher-
nalia.

Lindsey Johnston, 32, 
24175 Joe May Road, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with posses-
sion of Schedule II drugs 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Isaac King, 17, 30341 
Clark St., Walker, was 
charged with second 
degree battery with seri-
ous bodily injury.

James Landry, 39, 12865 
Malberry Dr., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with possession of 
Schedule III drugs, driv-
ing under suspension 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Tamyka Lawrence, 32, 613 
West Magnolia, Baker, 
was charged with pos-
session of marijuana, 
taking contraband to/
from penal institutions, 
resisting an officer and 
possession of alcoholic 
beverages in motor 
vehicle.

Ashley Lockwood, 29, 
30904 Dogwood, Den-
ham Springs, was 
charged with simple 
burglary of an inhabited 
dwelling.

Patricia Martin, 50, 20690 
Vincent Acres Circle, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with aggravated 
battery.

Taylor Melcher, 18, 
14055 Ledoux, Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with theft and simple 
burglary.

Jeffery Miller, 26, 1468 
Shucktown Road, Mc-
Call Creek, Miss., was 
charged with possession 
of Schedule II drugs 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

Mandy Nixon, 20, 13623 
Travis St., Walker, was 
charged with simple 
burglary and illegal pos-
session of stolen things.

Shannon Phelps, 31, 
21343 Whitton Lane, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with possession 

of Schedule II drugs.
Michael Rantz, 37, 26985 

James Chapel Road, 
Holden, was charged 
with DWI and careless 
operation.

Lana Ray, 18, 33729 Clin-
ton Allen Road, Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with possession of mari-
juana with intent to dis-
tribute, simple burglary, 
theft and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

Travis Rhodes, 24, 12901 
Arnold Road, Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with domestic abuse bat-
tery, unauthorized use 
of an inhabited dwelling, 
expired MVI and driv-
ing under suspension.

Kami Rhorer, 33, 914 
Hammond Manor St., 
#A, Baton Rouge, was 
charged with possession 
of Schedule II drugs, 
possession of Schedule 
III drugs and criminal 
mischief.

Mari Sanchez, 29, 15611 
Country Lane, Mau-
repas, was charged 
with theft of a firearm, 
second degree battery 
with serious bodily in-
jury and driving under 
suspension.

Matthew Savoy, 23, 31484 
Hwy. 22, Springfield, 
was charged with filing 
or maintaining false 
public records and care-
less operation.

Michael Sharp, 19, 42710 
Scarlett Circle, Ham-
mond, was charged with 
filing or maintaining 
false public records.

Crystal Sims, 27, 11030 

Cloverleaf Dr., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with aggravated assault.

Terrance Smith, 25, 
500 Fred Banks Lane, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with possession 
of Schedule I drugs with 
intent to distribute.

Carolyn Sparks, 49, 27729 
Wisconsin Lane, Holden, 
was charged with illegal 
use of weapons.

Mark Stewart, 26, 13217 
Browden St., Walker, 
was charged with pos-
session of Schedule II 
drugs with intent to dis-
tribute and possession of 
marijuana.

Mehrl Stull, 25, 570 Platt 
Road, Naples, Fla.,  was 
charged with sexual 
battery.

Fredrick Talbert, 44, 234 
Mary Land St., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with failure to register 
as a sex offender.

Noah Touchette, 34, 12450 
Cameron Lane, Walker, 
was charged with DWI 
and driving under sus-
pension for prior DWI.

Ethan Vanhooser, 42, 9212 
Lockhart Road, #24, 
Denham Springs, was 
charged with domestic 
abuse battery.

Michael Wheat, 53, 8522 
Wayne St., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with aggravated battery.

Tieishier White, 32, 527 
Rodeo Dr., Denham 
Springs, was charged 
with possession of 
Schedule II drugs, pos-
session of marijuana 
and simple battery.
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the agencies involved have 
trimmed that original $20.3 
million budget to $19.3 mil-
lion.

“The reason we are this far 
along is the extreme coop-
eration between the agencies 
and the vendors,” Labarre 
said.

The architect listed numer-
ous changes that totalled 
$1.14 million in savings, 
though other change orders 
added back around $140,000.

Taken out of the project 
were a prisoner sallyport, 
fencing around a secured 
area for judges and the 
District Attorney’s staff to 
enter and a concrete wall 
replaced by a chain link 
fence. Labarre said design-
ers swapped roofing prod-
ucts while maintaining the 
industry standard 20-year 
warranty. More savings 
were realized by changing 
glazing types and swapping 
vinyl types of flooring and 
types of ceiling tiles, he said.

Labarre said multiple gen-
erators were consolidated 
into one on a campus that 
also has its own water tower 
tied into the town of Livings-
ton water system.

The project has developed 
a history of weather related 
delays. Immediately after 
the contractor was hired, 
rains delayed the start of 
construction until March 
2013. The metal framework 
went up in June, followed by 
a formal groundbreaking in 
July when officials predicted 
the project would be done in 
July or August of this year.

Labarre said the contrac-
tor is on time, though the 
company may be awarded 
some additional days be-
cause of change orders.

Courthouse trims $1.1 million to stay under budget
From A1

SUBMITTED BY GRACE AND 

HEBERT/LABARRE ARCHITECTS

Construction on the 
new Livingston Parish 
Courthouse is being 
slowed by rain and 
winter weather, with 
an estimated comple-
tion now by the end 
of September. Once 
completed, the 110,000 
square foot complex 
will have its own water 
tower and a generator. 
The architect, working 
with 22 elected offi-
cials involved with the 
project, has trimmed 
$1.14 million through 
change orders to keep 
the project in budget.
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Mardi Gras 

celebrations. B8.Living

Story and photos by Lisa Dowty 

The Livingston Parish News

P
eople of all ages gather in the Wat-
son Library on the first Thursday 
of the month, known as Open Mic 

Night. 
“I tried to encourage everyone who 

had the slightest bit of interest in play-
ing music or reading poetry to come,” 
said Watson Library Associate Luke 
Ash. 

Live Oak sophomore Ian Sims has 
been a regular at Open Mic Night since 
Ash implemented the program three 
years ago.

“When I met Ian, he had only been 
playing guitar for a month at most, but 
since then he has blossomed as a singer, 
songwriter and guitarist,” Ash said. 
“He has superstar potential.”

Over the years, many teens started 
coming to Open Mic Night to practice 
their musical skills, mostly singing and 
playing acoustic guitar. 

All the teens at Open Mic Night Feb. 
6 agreed that the program has helped 
build their self-confidence, and not only 
as performers.

Live Oak sophomore Jonathan Barks-
dale said his confidence has skyrock-
eted after a year of Open Mic Nights. 

Ash said many Live Oak teens started 
coming due to Sims’ popularity, but the 
teens themselves agree that they also 
attend because of Ash.

“Luke Ash is freaking awesome, such 
as his manly beard and mustache,” 
Barksdale said.

An original song by Ash, “Where’s 
Your Mustache, Dawg?” is a favorite 
among teens at Open Mic Night.

In addition to songs filled with humor, 
Ash also writes lyrics dealing with 
love and spirituality.

Ash is a well-known musician 
in Baton Rouge and has played 
at many venues, including the 
Varsity Theatre.

Ash remembers what it was 

like as a beginner perform-
ing in public, and saw him-
self as the “odd man out” 
during his teen years.

A friend overheard Ash 
doing impressions in high 
school and encouraged 
him to be a church wor-
ship leader for small group 
meetings, which included 
singing. When Ash told him 
he didn’t know how to sing, 
his friend told him to just do 
an impression of a vocalist 
he liked. 

“The worship at Comite 
Baptist Church sounded like a 
Pearl Jam knock off for a couple 
of years,” Ash said. 

Ash then started singing his prayers 
when he was alone, strumming simple 
chord progressions on his Fender 
Squier guitar.

He also wrote songs for rock band 
“4th Man” between his junior year in 
high school and his sophomore year at 
Southeastern. 

A newcomer to Open Mic Night, Julie 
Zimmer-McQuiston, started writing 
and performing her own songs during 
her high school years in Bastrop during 
the 1970s. 

“There was a lot of racial tension at 
that time because of school inte-

gration,” McQuiston said. 
McQuiston joined a band 
that included students of 
both races.       

“Because we all shared 
a love of music, we all got 

to know each other on a 
personal level,” she said. 

“We learned how to play 
different instruments and 
write songs together. Race 
wasn’t an issue.”  

Initially, McQuiston and 
her friends received 

many invita-

tions to perform, but were later shut out 
because of “the race issue.”

An African American saxophone 
player named Selman was like her big 
brother.

“He also influenced my musical style, 
which is a mix of folk, rock and blues,” 
she said.  

After the success of Open Mic Night, 
Ash started the Songwriter’s Circle for 
adult songwriters on the third Saturday 
of the month.  

Musicians travel from Baton Rouge 
for Songwriter’s Circle, including Ash’s 
brother, Ben.  

“It’s easier to get song writing ideas in 
a non-pressure and supportive environ-
ment with other musicians,” Ben said. 

Another Baton Rouge resident, Ralph 
Goodson, said he had only written one 
or two songs when he first came to the 
Songwriter’s Circle.

“I’ve written quite a lot since I’ve been 
coming here over the past year, and 
people seem to like them,” Goodson 
said.   

Former Watson resident Dorothy 
LeBlanc now lives in Baton Rouge, but 

returns for Songwriter’s Circle. 
“I was suffering from songwriter’s 

block when Luke Ash invited me to 
Songwriter’s Circle,” LeBlanc said. 
“Luke’s assignment for the next meet-
ing was to write a song with the words 
‘in the grass.’”

Eight hours later, LeBlanc came 
up with a lovely tune and her “song 
writer’s block” was over.

“About 75 percent of the songs I write 
now are inspired by the Songwriter’s 
Circle,” she said.

LeBlanc is well known to Livingston 
Parish children as Mrs. Dorothy & Her 
Traveling Shaky Egg Band. During 
library performances, she provides 
young audience members with per-
cussion instruments so they can be 
performers, too.

LeBlanc is also a favorite at retire-
ment and assisted living communities, 
church groups, and Alzheimer’s Cen-
ters throughout Baton Rouge.

“I learned how to play jazz guitar so I 
could perform classic songs by artists 
like Duke Ellington, songs that many 
of these seniors loved when they were 
growing up,” LeBlanc said.  

LeBlanc said she did not make it to 
“center stage” until her children were 
grown and her husband had retired.

Live Oak Junior Amelia Holden 
started singing at a very young age. 
Like Ash, Holden’s public performances 
began in church. Joining the Livings-
ton Parish Children’s Choir gave her 
the opportunity to tour Austria when 
she was 10.

Despite her early musical achieve-
ments, Holden admits she felt nervous 
the first time she went to Open Mic 
Night.

WATSON BRANCH LIBRARY  

HOSTS monthly Open 
Mic Nights and Songwriter’s 
Circles where everyone is 
welcome and supported.

Right, library staffer Luke 
Ash, founder of both the 
Songwriter's Circle and 
Open Mic Night, is a well-
known performer
in Baton Rouge.

Above, Live Oak High School sophomore 
Jonathan Barksdale sings an original song, 
“Track One,” at Open Mic Night.

Right, singing "Laura 
Palmer" by Bastille is 
Amelia Holden at the Watson 
Library's Open Mic Night. 
Amelia is a junior at Live 
Oak High School.

Right, Live Oak High School sophomore Ian Sims sings "With Ears to See 
and Eyes to Hear" by Sleeping With Sirens at the Watson Library's Open 
Mic Night. Performances by Sims and other performers can be seen at 
www.livingstonparishnews.com/YouTube.

Ralph Goodson often travels 
from Baton Rouge to attend 
the Songwriter’s Circle at 
the Watson Library. Goodson 
plays guitar and harmonica 
while singing his original 
song, "Deflection."

Julie Zimmer performs at 
Open Mic Night. Zimmer 
began singing, song writ-
ing and playing a variety of 
instruments during her high 
school years in Bastrop, 
Louisiana.

At Songwriter’s Circle. 
Dorothy LeBlanc sings 
“Pioneer,” a song she 
wrote in honor of a mentor. 
Performances by LeBlanc 
and other musicians can be 
seen at www.livingstonpar-
ishnews.com/YouTube.

MUSICIANS 
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Mardi Gras Indian lecture   
The Denham Springs-Walker 

Branch of the Livingston Parish 
Library hosts a Mardi Gras Indi-
ans event on March 9 at 2:30 p.m. 
Dr. Joyce M. Jackson, Director of 
the African & African American 
Studies Program at LSU, will speak 
about the tradition’s history, aesthet-
ics, and its place as cultural street 
theater. At 3:30 p.m., see a Mardi 
Gras Indian work on his suit. You 
can look at his patches and feathers, 
and ask questions as he works. Call 
665-8118. 

Mardi Gras Indian Story   
To conclude the Mardi Gras Indian 

presentation, the Denham Springs-
Walker Library invites children of 
all ages to a special story time led by 
a Mardi Gras Indian on March 9 at 4 
p.m. Learn Mardi Gras Indian songs, 
listen to Mardi Gras Indian stories, 
and make your own Mardi Gras 
mask. Space is limited. Registration 
is required by calling 665-8118, or 
visit the online event calendar to 
register. www.mylpl.info.

“Quest for Holiness”  
Church Of God Of Prophecy, 20942 

Nevada St., Livingston, welcomes the 
public to attend “Quest for Holiness” 
Bible Study on March 9 at 5 p.m. and 
continuing each Sunday in March 
with the Rev. Thomas McTaggart. 
Call 664-4895 or 610-4870.

MONDAY, MARCH 10

Women’s Health Day   
 

Women’s Health Day at James Drug 
Store on Florida Blvd. in Denham 
Springs will be held March 10 from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Get information from 
North Oaks Health System on its 
women’s health services, learn about 
the March of Dimes and things you 
can do to have healthy pregnancies 
and healthy babies, make a donation 
for a chance to win gift certificates 
and purchase women’s products at a 
discount. 

Excel Basics   
 

Free Excel Basics computer classes 
will be held at the South Branch 
Library on March 10 at 2 p.m. and at 
the Denham Springs-Walker Library 
on March 10 at 6:30 p.m. Registra-
tion is only required at the Denham 
Springs-Walker Library by calling 
665-8118. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 11

Children’s Art Classes   
 

The Livingston Parish Arts Coun-
cil presents the Children’s Spring 
2014 Drawing and Painting Art 
Classes for grades 2 - 6. Each session 
will consist of four class meetings 
on Tuesdays from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Session 2: March 11, 18, 25, April 1. 
Session 3: April 8, 15, 29, May 6. Cost 
is $45 or $40 for ACLP members. 
Students should bring #2 pencils and 
a drawing pad no larger than 16 x 
20. Classes will be held at South Live 
Oak Elementary, Room 602. (Drive 
to the back of the school.) To enroll, 
call Instructor Kerry Curtin at 954-
2700.

LEDC seminar   
 

Livingston Parish businesses can 
learn strategies and tips on how to 
successfully sell to the government 
at a Procurement Technical Assis-
tance Center seminar hosted jointly 
by the Livingston Economic Devel-
opment Council and the Livingston 
Parish Chamber of Commerce. The 
session is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. on March 11. Sign in begins 
at 8:30 a.m. This free session will 
be held at the North Oaks Medical 
Center 17199 Spring Ranch Road, 
Livingston. Pre-registration is 
preferred as seating is limited. Go 
to http://ledc.net or www.livingston-
parishchamber.org.

ER Ministries meeting  
 

Empowered to Rise Ministries 
(“ER Ministries”) is a new faith-
based organization seeking 501(c)3 
status. ER Ministries is dedicated 
to helping those struggling with do-
mestic violence, sexual assault, and 
human trafficking through online 
services. The public is invited to the 
next board meeting on March 11 at 
6:30 p.m. at Destiny International 
Church on Rushing Road in Denham 
Springs. For more information, send 
an e-mail to Stacie@empoweredto-
riseministries.com.  

Teen Advisory Board  
 

The Livingston Branch Library 
Teen Advisory Board will meet 
March 11 at 6 p.m. Suggest programs 
you would like to see, volunteer at 
the branch, and help choose books 
for the Young Adult section. Call 
686-2436.  

Internet Basics  
 

Free Internet Basics classes will be 
held at the following libraries: Den-
ham Springs-Walker, March 11 at 2 
p.m.; Albany-Springfield, March 12 
at 10 a.m.; Livingston Branch, March 
14 at 10 a.m.; and Watson, March 14 at 
10 a.m. Registration is only required 
at the Denham Springs-Walker Li-
brary by calling 665-8118.

Make a 3D Robot  
 

Ages 12 - 18 are invited to custom-
ize their own mini-robot model 
using Livingston Parish Library’s 
3D printer. The Albany-Springfield 
Branch hosts this workshop on 
March 11 at 5:30 p.m. This will also 
be held at the Denham Springs-
Walker Library on March 18 at 6 
p.m. Space is limited. Registration 
is required by calling the Albany-
Springfield Branch at 567-1441, the 
Denham Springs-Walker Branch at 
665-8118 or by visiting the online 
event calendar at www.mylpl.info.

VITA Tax Preparation  
 

The Livingston Branch Library 
will host free tax preparation for 
participants with an income limit 
of $50,000 for 2013 on March 11 from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Bring tax docu-
ments such as W-2s, 1099s, and in-
formation for deductions and credits 
along with a copy of last year’s tax 
return and a Social Security card 
for yourself, a spouse and depen-
dents. You may also bring proof of 
a bank account for direct deposit. 
Volunteers will prepare most simple 
returns. Co-sponsored by Volun-
teer Income Tax Assistance and 
the Internal Revenue Service, this 
program is by appointment only. To 
make an appointment, call 686-2436.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12

Soul Inspired Journaling   
 

The Watson Branch Library is 
hosting a group highlighting the 
personal benefits of journaling. 
Visit the library on March 12 at 10 
a.m. Scientific evidence supports 
that journaling helps clarify your 
thoughts and feelings, reduce stress, 
resolve disagreements with others 
and solve problems more effectively. 
For more details, call 664-3963.

Small Business Consulting   
 

If you own a small business or 
are interested in starting one, take 
advantage of free business consult-
ing at Livingston Branch Library on 
March 12 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Re-
ceive a private, one-hour consulting 
session in areas including business 
plans, advertising plans, inven-
tory control, financial projections, 
cost analysis, and much more. This 
event is sponsored by the Louisiana 
Small Business Development Center 
at SLU. Registration is required by 
calling 686-2436. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 13

Parish to Parish luncheon   
 

Join your Better Business Bureau 
for the Parish to Parish luncheon 
program in Livingston Parish.  
This program has been created and 
designed to provide networking op-
portunities for you to meet the local 
business community, dignitaries 
and officials of Livingston Parish. 
The event will be held at Big Mike’s 
Restaurant, 123 Aspen Square, Den-
ham Springs, on March 13. Registra-
tion will begin at 11:30 a.m., followed 
by the luncheon and program. The 
cost is $20 for those who preregister 
or $25 at the door. To make reserva-
tions, contact BJ Militello at (225) 
346-8343 orbjm@batonrouge.bbb.org. 

Lifeguard certification   
 

Lifeguard certification classes are 
being offered at PARDS Fitness and 
Aquatics Center. There are three 
sessions available with the first ses-
sion beginning March 13. For more 
information, call 664-8099 or visit 
www.pardsla.com.

Video gaming for adults   
 

Video games aren’t just for 
kids. Visit the Livingston Branch 
Library’s gaming night on March 
13 at 6 p.m. Bring your friends and 
compete against other patrons. For 
ages 17 and up only. Space is limited. 
Registration is required by calling 
686-2436, or visit the online event cal-
endar to register. www.mylpl.info. 

ESL Classes  
 

The Livingston Branch Library 
offers free conversational English 
classes open to non-native English 
speakers at all levels of ability on 
March 13, 20 and 27, all at 4:30 p.m. 
Interested participants are invited to 
drop by. For more information, call 
686-2436.

VITA Tax Preparation  
 

Two branches of the Livingston 
Parish Library host free tax prepara-
tion for participants with an income 
limit of $50,000 for 2013 on March 13. 
The Denham Springs-Walker Branch 
event is from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. and the 
Livingston Branch event is from 5:30 
p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Bring tax documents 
such as W-2s, 1099s, and information 
for deductions and credits along with 
a copy of last year’s tax return and 
a Social Security card for yourself, 
a spouse and dependents. You may 
also bring proof of a bank account 
for direct deposit. Volunteers will 
prepare most simple returns. Co-
sponsored by Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance and the Internal Revenue 
Service. To make an appointment 
or for more information, call the li-
brary branch hosting your preferred 
event.

FRIDAY, MARCH 14

Women’s Weekend   
 

Walker Baptist Church, 10696 
Florida Blvd., will present a Wom-
en’s Weekend on March 14 and 15. 
Guest speaker will be Phyllis Elliott 
Elvington. The fee is $20 for one or 
both days. Supper on Friday evening 
and luncheon on Saturday is in-
cluded. Child care will be provided. 
Download a registration form at 
www.walkerbaptist.org. For more 
information, call 665-8368. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 15

Pioneer Day   
 

Pioneer Day will be held on Mat-
tie Street in the Denham Springs   
Antique & Art District on March 
15 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Featured 
demonstrations will include a work-
ing gristmill, jambalaya cooked in 
an iron kettle, Cajun pirogue build-
ers, Pelican Wood Carvers Club, 
Louisiana Gold honey bee observa-
tion deck, chair caning and pine 
needle basket weaving. A covered 
wagon, knot tying exhibit, old tools 
and other items will be on display. A 
bluegrass band will play from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Jambalaya, homemade jams 
and jellies, honey and other items 
will be available for purchase. Inside 
Old City Hall, visitors can watch 
quilters as they quilt throughout the 
day. Children will enjoy a puppet 
show presented by the Livingston 
Parish Library at 2 p.m. Contact 
Elvin Watts at 665-4666 for more 
information.

Gospel Singing   
 

New Beginnings Baptist Church, 
located at 9768 Florida Blvd., Walker, 
welcomes country gospel singer 
Hunter Erwin on March 15 at 6:30 
p.m. The public is invited. Call 
Brother Charles Smith at 225-445-
4927.

Practice ACT Test   
 

Find out how much preparation 
you need by taking a free ACT 
Practice Test given by the Princeton 
Review. Take the test, and then re-
turn to the library for a Scores Back 
session to pick up your scores and 
get some tips to improve them. The 
Albany-Springfield Library hosts a 
practice ACT test on March 15 at 10 
a.m. To register for the practice ACT, 
visit www.PrincetonReview.com.

Songwriter’s Circle   
 

Join the Watson Branch Library’s 
Songwriter’s Circle on March 15 at 2 
p.m. Patrons bring their own instru-
ments, sit in a circle and play their 
original songs for the group while 
tips and critiques are given to those 
that want them about their songs.  
While musicians do not have to write 
songs in order to participate, song 
writing is strongly encouraged. This 
is a great non-pressure environment 
for songwriters and instrumental-
ists to hone their skills and have a 
good time in the process. For more 
information, call 664-3963.

Teen Anime Club   
 

The Denham Springs-Walker 
Library Teen Anime Club will meet 
March 15 at 3 p.m. to watch and 
discuss anime and manga while 
learning about Japanese culture. For 
more information, call the library at 
665-8118. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 16

Judson Baptist 125th Birthday   
 

Judson Baptist Church, 32470 
Walker North Road, Walker, invites 
the public to celebrate the church’s 
125th birthday on March 16 begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m. There will be a 
morning service, followed by dinner 
on the grounds, a balloon release 
and an afternoon of old fashioned 
singing.

MONDAY, MARCH 17

Crisis counselor training  
The Family Resource Clinic, 

12201 Florida Blvd., located between 
Walker and Livingston, will offer 
crisis counselor training on March 
17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and on March 
18 from 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. Topics 
will include: “Sharing Jesus Without 
Fear,” “Adoption Education,” “Abor-
tion Education,” and “Good Commu-
nication Skills.” The cost is $20 and 
includes the training manual, lunch 
on Monday and a snack on Tuesday.  
If you already have a manual, the 
cost is $10. Space is limited. RSVP 
no later than March 13 by contacting 
Jackie Crowder at 686-1123 or jack-
ieatfrc@aol.com.

Teen Book Club  
Are you a teen who loves to read? 

Join the teen book club this month 
at the Denham Springs-Walker 
Library. The group will meet March 
17 at 5:30 p.m. to enjoy refreshments 
and talk about books we’ve read. For 
more information, call the library at 
665-8118.

Power Point Basics  
The Denham Springs-Walker 

Library will hold a free Power Point 
Basics computer class on March 17 
at 2 p.m. Registration is required by 
calling 665-8118. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 18

Dr. Seuss Extravaganza  
Kids of all ages are invited to cele-

brate all things Seussian at different 
branches of the Livingston Parish 
Library. Play games inspired by Dr. 
Seuss books such as Green Eggs and 
Ham, One Fish Two Fish, The Lorax, 
Yertle the Turtle, and others. You 
can also take your picture with our 
Cat In The Hat background. Drop 
in and join this extravaganza at the 
following libraries: Albany-Spring-
field Branch, March 18 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m.; and the Watson Branch, 
March 27 from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. For 
more information, go to www.mylpl.
info.

Young Writers Club  
The Denham Springs-Walker 

Library’s Young Writers Club meets 
March 18 at 5 p.m. Open to anyone 
between the ages of 10 and 17, the 
goal of the club is to write for both 
publication and performance. Young 
writers are encouraged to explore 
their writing interests and develop 
their voice and style through excit-
ing collaborative activities. The 
program also offers free workshops 
in poetry, short stories, and creative 
nonfiction. For more information, 
call 665-8118.

Intermediate Internet  
The Denham Springs-Walker 

Library will hold a free Intermediate 
Internet class on March 18 at 2 p.m. 
Registration is required by calling 
665-8118. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 20

Gruffalo Family Night  
Visit the Denham Springs-Walker 

Library’s Acorn Wood for a night 
celebrating The Gruffalo. Kids will 
make their own mouse ears and 
travel through Acorn Wood playing 
games inspired by Julia Donaldson’s 
book series about a clever mouse 
and the tales he creates featuring a 
monster called a Gruffalo. The event 
begins March 20 at 6 p.m. and is for 
all ages. For more information, call 
665-8118.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30

Egg Hunt/Special Needs  
Christ Community Church will 

host its 2nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
for people of all ages with special 
needs on March 30 at 3 p.m. at 
Kidz Korner Playground (off River 
Road), 979 Government St., Denham 
Springs. There will be hot dogs, sno 
balls, prizes, drinks, photos, balloon 
animals, face painting, popcorn, 
crafts and egg hunting. For more 
information, call 572-2180 or go to 
www.cccds.net. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 6

Jackhammers Benefit  
Jackhammers Baseball 10U will 

hold a jambalaya benefit on April 6 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the Den-
ham Springs Wal-Mart. All proceeds 
are to offset costs for the World 
Series.

FRIDAY, APRIL 11

Benefit for WOW  
Double “D” Daiquiris, 32334 Hwy. 

16, Suite B, Denham Springs, will 
hold a benefit night honoring Women 
Outreaching Women on April 11 
from noon to 2 a.m. Ten percent of 
all proceeds will go to WOW. South 
Line Band will play from 9 p.m. to 
1:30 a.m.   

SATURDAY, APRIL 12

WWII Memorial Weekend  
The William W. Perkins WWII 

Memorial Weekend will take place 
April 12 and 13 at Sidney Hutchinson 
Memorial Park, located at 13750 Ball 
Park Road, Walker. The event raises 
support for the Jackson and Reserve 
Veterans Homes. The event includes 
an authentic 1944 M36 Tank Destroy-
er as well as a battle reenactment, 
military vehicles, antique vehicles, 
WWII veterans, food and merchan-
dise vendors. For more information, 
go to www.ww2memorialweekend.
com or call 315-3776.

SUNDAY, APRIL 13

Community Easter Egg Hunt  
Christ Community Church will 

host its 4th Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
on April 13 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
North Park, located on Eden Church 
Road in Denham Springs. Everyone 
is invited and everything is free. 
There will be hot dogs, popcorn, 
cotton candy, sno cones, drinks, 
balloon animals, face and fingernail 
painting, crafts, tattoos, games, 
door prizes and space walk. There 
will also be egg hunting for babies 
through 5th grade and a drawing for 
an iPad Mini. For more information, 
call 572-2180 or go to www.cccds.net.

The Coming Up column runs regularly in 
the lifestyle section as space permits and in-
cludes free announcements of special events 
occurring in Livingston Parish involving non-
profit civic and other organizations. To place 
an announcement call Lisa at 665-5176 or 
e-mail to family@livingstonparishnews.com.
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Family Portrait

Blount-

Gordon
Casey Ann 

Blount and Cory 
Lee Gordon, 
both of Holden, 
are pleased to 
announce their 
engagement and 
forthcoming 
marriage. 

They plan to 
wed in a 5:30 p.m. 
ceremony on 
July 12, 2014, at 
Oakleigh House 
of Receptions. 

The bride-elect 
is the daughter 
of Carol Watts 
Blount and Roy 
Lee Blount. She 
is the grand-
daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Claude 
F. Watts and the 
late Clara Lea Mitchell Watts, Roy 
Blount and Sarah Hoyt. 

The groom-elect is the son of 
Chris Wilson, Vickie Gordon Wil-

son, and the late Jerry Lee Gordon. 
He is the grandson of Archie and 
Alice Gordon, Floyd Cowart and the 
late Elaine Cowart.

Gautreaux-

Courtade
 Leah Danielle 

Gautreaux of Denham 
Springs and Chase 
Michael Courtade 
of Plaquemine are 
pleased to announce 
their engagement 
and forthcoming 
marriage. They plan 
to wed in a 7 p.m. 
ceremony on May 2, 
2014, at St. John the 
Evangelist Church In 
Plaquemine. 

The bride-elect is 
the daughter of Law-
rence Anthony Gau-
treaux and Lisa Sells 
Gautreaux of Denham 
Springs. She is the 
granddaughter of 
Paula Lamb Sells and 
the late Charles Sells, 
Sarah Campo Gau-
treaux and the late 
“Jack” Gautreaux. 

She is a 2009 gradu-
ate of Denham Springs High School 
and a 2012 graduate of Baton Rouge 
Community College with a degree 
in Business. She is employed at 
Ochsner Health Clinic in Patient 
Registration.

The groom-elect is the son of 
Ryan Gerard Courtade and Karen 
Rene Son Courtade of Plaquemine. 
He is the grandson of Gillie Ange-

ron Courtade and the late Lincoln 
Courtade, Walter Harold Son and 
Georgia Bullock Son and the late 
Lessie Maxine Hayes Son. 

He is a 2007 graduate of St. John 
the Evangelist High School and 
a 2013 graduate of Baton Rouge 
Community College in PTECH. He 
is employed as an Operator with 
Entergy.

Davis-

Cole
 Rita Nicole 

Davis and Parker 
Brett Cole, both 
of Denham 
Springs, are 
pleased to an-
nounce their 
engagement and 
forthcoming mar-
riage. They plan 
to wed August 2, 
2014, in Denham 
Springs. 

The bride-elect 
is the daughter 
of George and 
Lana Davis of 
Hineston, Louisi-
ana. 

The groom-
elect is the son 
of Veronica Cole 
and Don Wilkin-
son; and Timothy 
Parker. He is 
the grandson of 
Joycelyn Cole.

Smith-

Schenk

Ashley Alyssa 
Smith and Brett 
Michael Schenk 
are pleased to 
announce their 
engagement and 
forthcoming 
marriage. They 
plan to wed in a 
6 p.m. ceremony 
on April 5, 2014, 
at Albany Plan-
tation.

The bride-elect 
is the daughter 
of Patrick and 
Melissa Smith 
of Walker. She is 
the granddaugh-
ter of Karl Fava-
ron, Ida Hall, the 
late Diana Rob-
erts and Eddie 
Hernandez Sr. 
She is a graduate 
of Northshore 
Community 
College and is 
employed as a 
Licensed Practi-
cal Nurse. 

The groom-elect is the son of Mi-
chael Schenk and Christi Smith of 
Walker. He is the grandson of Ron-

nie Smith, the late Olivia Smith, 
the late Ralf Schenk and Linda 
Whitehead. He is a graduate of 
Doyle High School and is employed 
as a HVAC Technician.
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Honor rolls published 

below are for the first 
9-weeks grading period of 
the  2013-14 school year.

Live Oak High School
All A's

9th Grade
Mauda Gisselle Ash
Mary Elizabeth Attaway
Marjorie Elise Barber
Alec Michael Barcelona
Alexis Rayann Boyd
Elizabeth Shyanne 
 Buckhalter
Lena Blair Byers
Gabrielle Marie Chenier
Jordyn Victoria Craig
Camryn Brooke Curtis
Jack Lawrence Dalberg
Cody Blain Fontenot
Heather Larie Hembree
Mallory Laborde
Jacqueline Grace 
 McCleary
Ashton Victoria Murphy
Zachary Glenn Parrott
Alexandra Nicole Sauhing
Presley Jade Wascom
Hannah Elysse Williams
Zachary Ethan Woodall
Kayla Brooke Ziegler

10th Grade
Nicholas Dean Beason
Benjamin John Bonura
Emeri Elois Broderick
Gabrielle Cherie Brown
Lauren Elise Brown
Joshua Fox Chenevert
Ashlyn Michelle Cooper
Amber Lynn Cradeur
Matthew Garrett Franklin
Savannah Lee Hall
Sarah Nichole Johnson
Kaylee Elizabeth Jones
Trevor Joseph Landry
Brice Nicholas Larson
Madison Rayne Larson
Madelyn Nicole Maggio
Haley Hamilton Miller
Ashleigh Cyne' Ramsey
Elizabeth Elise Stewart
Kacie Lynne Stringer

11th Grade
Dakota Morgan Alphonso
Mary Kate Andrepont
Devan Jacques Bennett
Kaycie Lynn Bennett
Courtnie Louise Dicapo
Mallory McKendrick 
 Dickerson
Amanda Claire Gann
Erynn Renee Heffley
Taylor Britt Hinton
Brianna Renee Kora
Destiny Marie McDonald
Kaitlyn Nicole Ourso
Victor Wade Rushing
Joshua Owen Stafford
Laura Anne Staub
Emma Elise Tedder

12th Grade
Alexandra Leigh Alello

Caleb Nathaniel Aucoin
Kelsie Layne Bankston
Alexandra Nicole Berthelot
Peyton Bryce Blackwell
Amanda Elizabeth Blanco
Brittany Elizabeth Chedraui
Katelyn Minette Corsentino
Kylie Marie Deboer
Sunny Noelle Didier
Regan Danielle Dupuy
Kelli Noel Fairchild
Christian Taylor Gonzales
Payton Blaire Gremillion
Madison Leigh Guidry
Dillon Thomas Haley
Jeannie Lee Hargrave
Courtney Michelle Hill
Samuel Mitchell Johnson
Skye Mckenzie Landon
Dillan Thomas Lentz
Sarah Elizabeth Martin
Tarin Alyse Milano
Giovanni Joseph Mustachia
Katelyn Elizabeth Nichols
Kelly Ann Nix
Kylie Nicole Passman
Catherine Ann Rutherford
Dantae Erin Sanders
David Alan Sasser
Catherine Lane Smith
Justin Simms Webb
Shelbi Leeann White

All A's and B's
9th Grade

Michael Jordan Furqan Ali
Ethan Townes Alphonso
Angelle Irene Baker
Brendon Munn Baker
Breann Taylor Ball
Garrett Joseph Barrilleaux
Josie Brianne Belgard
Joseph Scott Bergeron
Gabrielle Brooke Blanchard
Lane Michael Blount
Mason Paige Bonura
Maggie Anna Breeland
Sarah Bresee
Peyton Burke
Breanna Nicole Burton
Gavin Cole Calmes
Kendall Noel Calmes
John Wade Chambers
Bailey Suez-Ann Coleman
Maryssa Delayne Corkern
Devyn Gabrielle Cropper
Justin Paul Dantzler
Aimee Kristine Dardeau
Julia Davis
Megan Alexandra Davis
Tyler Michael Donaldson
Peyton Alvin Duhe
John Fitzgerald Edwards
Lauren Elizabeth Evans
Dawson Cade Fontenot
Rileigh Kate Fontenot
Lauren Elizabeth Ginn
Kailynn Marie Gonzales
Mallory Janine Grace
Brooklyn Paige Graves
Justin Wade Green
Caitlin Griffin
Hunter Edwin Guitreau
Karleigh Katherine Gwyn

Kristina Danielle Harbin
Joshua Lane Hibbard
Kathryn M. Higdon
Paige Allyse Higginbotham
Ean Cameron Hill
Shelby Ann Hinton
Sarah Ann-Marie Hubbard
Irin Payge Jacobson
Darby Louise James
Emma Alexandra James
Katelynn Marie Jenkins
Robert Micheel Johnsey
Cameron Christopher 
 Johnson
Kennedi Christine 
 Johnson
Zachery Johnson
Samantha Hope Jones
Jonah Parker King
Morgan Alexander King
Kyleigh Rae Lane
Georgia Lee Langlois
Sarah Larroquette
Jessica Ann Latchem
Ashlie Lynn LeFeaux
Jonah Glenn Lehrke
Morgan Brittney 
 Lonergan
Daniel Sanders Loper
Alyssa Jade Magee
Kameryn Layne Magee
Kaitlyn Renee Matranga
Bayli Dawn McClendon
Lauren Elizabeth 
 McCreary
Peyton William McFadden
Heather Annelle 
 McFarland
Daniel Joseph McMorris
Landon Mears
Chandler Alden Meier
Mason Fletcher Middleton
Kelsey Pate Miller
Seth Minard
Vallory Antoinette 
 Mustachia
Kelsie Elizabeth Nettles
Gerald Frederick Neyland
Paige Elizabeth Noble
Sophie Alexandra Nolan
Steven Colt Nolan
Taylor Elizabeth Patterson
Eric Francisco Poindexter
Breeanna Marie Ransome
Victoria Carmen Rittell
Tyler Paul Roberts
Laine Nicole Rogers
Emily Beth Rouyea
Cameron Paul Ruiz
Rebecca Ann Rushing
Holly Ryan
Alexis Elizabeth 
 Sanderson
Dylan Chance Sasso
Cameron Seals
J'Lynn Mckenzi Shelby
Aaron Taylor Simmons
Sharandeep Singh
William Scott Smith
Zachary Smith
John Wyatt Spring
Tanner Elizabeth 
 Stephenson

Cayden Stephens 
Paullena Danielle Sumrall
Carlee Michelle Swindle
Noah Christian Tate
Madelyne E Taylor
Kendall Elizabeth Theriot
Courtney Nicole 
 Thompson
Hunter Matthew Todd
Tyler Andrew Tolbert
Abagail Sue Trippi
Macy Jewel Turk
Elyssa Rene' Walker
Delaney Marie Warren
Jacob Allen Williams
Londyn Nicole Williams
McKenzie Jade Young

10th Grade
Dylan Nicolas Achord
Jonah Lee Aydell
Kandyl Jadeyn Barras
Alexis Paige Blackwell
Raven Brookz Bourgeois
Jessica Alise Bowen
Ashley Marie Brady
Kaitlyn Renee Brent
Kristen Danielle Burrick
Hayley Desche Cantu
Sarah Marie Capps
Amber Lea Charbonnet
Jacob Ryan Clark
Hailey Marie Courtney
Tori Michelle Darnell
Michael Ray Dearman
Alexis Renee Duplessis
Robert Culton Ellis
Kaleigh Taylor Fletcher
Kristin Alix Fontenot
Bryce Michelle Gilbert
Hannah Elizabeth Greer
Jacob Baron Hardison
Alexis Madeline Harrouch
William Joseph 
 Higginbotham
Ally Elizabeth Howard
Alexus Lynn Hutchinson
Cassidy Morgan Keith
Steven Robert Krauss-
 Akins
Anna Rae Kuhlmann
Kayla Ann Lamana
Daniel Chance Larson
Kristian Sean Leopold
Raquel Graciela Mason
Mallory Grace McClure
Richard Kendall McCoy
Brent Marshall McDaniel
Brad Michael Melancon
Matthew Austin Mikell
Alexis Marie Miles
Austin Douglas Muse
Justin Wade Olivier
Allie Noel Patrick
Garrett Cole Perkins
Ashton Marie Priester
Olivia Grace Ratcliff
Gage Michael Richardson
Madelyn Leigh 
 Richardson
Brittney Nicole Robinson
Mychaela Aaron Ryan
Carley Elizabeth 
 Saunders

Kaycee Nicole Sells
Andrew Donald Shelton
Hayley Elise Elizabeth 
 Spiers
Breanna Leigh Stout
Rhett Bailey Summar
Nicholas R Templeton
Adam Kristopher Torres
Dillon Wesley Wang
Sarah Eve Warren
Christopher Michal 
 Williard
Olivia Claire Wilson
Robin Ashley Wilson

11th Grade
Tyler Michael Alexander
Darin Blake Alleman
Robert Justin Arnold
Bryson Chayse Beasley
Austin James Beck
Blasien Fletcher Bond
Jordin Elizabeth Cambre
Lilly Nichole Cambre
Joey Douglas Carroll
Clay Daniel Chauvin
Michael Brian Claverie
Rebecca Laine Cody
Madelyn Morgan Curtis
Caitlyn Nicole Cutrer
Carl George Doescher
Elizabeth Loxley Doolittle
Darian Brooke Drude
Harleigh Nicole Emrick
Jared Stephen Forrest
Hailey Michele Freeman
William Avery Geoghagan
Hayli Marie Gillette
Kody Andrew Graham
Chelsea Kay Guillot
Kevin Dylon Harris
Bradley Robert Hatcher
Naomi Nicole Heffley
Brady Shane Hinton
Amelia Elizabeth Holden
Amanda Marie Holliday
Cheyenne Brooke Hooge
Lauren Elizabeth Imme
Colton Keith James
Jessica Lea Jenkins
Avory Noel Johnson
Kelsi Lynn Jones
Lenni Michael Kunert
Jacob Joseph Larroquette
Alexis Paige Longmire
Eric Richard Manuel
Savanah Lea Marcotte
Christopher Dakota 
 McKey
Casey Marie Melerine
Brady Austin Morris
De'Ja Deshae Murray
Zoey Alexis Neal
Kevin Richard Noble
Hunter Blake Ortego
Brady Lee Parker
Kelley Marie Parrino
Kyle Patrick Peters
Brielle Noelle Pourciau
Vance Howard Pritchard
Abigail Grace Quirk
Andrew Jason Rabalais
Kristen Myra Raborn
Brandon Joseph Roberts

Anna May Robertson
Emilie Gayle Robillard
Hannah Nancy Rogas
Megan Elizabeth Rumsey
Kadetra Lashon Rushing
Trey Joseph Schexnayder
Nashowda Sky Shadley
Sydnie Alyssa Shirey
Carlee Ann Smith
Kaleigh Marie Soulier
Meagan Elizabeth 
 Thames
Kelly Patrick Tillman
Justin Ryan Varley
Ashley Nicole Woods

12th Grade
Fallon Alise Anzalone
Kasey Ameal Ash
Colby Matthew Austin
Jace Cole Babin
Carley Brooke Ballard
Anna Grace Bercegeay
Courtney Jean Blondeau
Hannah Louise Boitnott
Cody James Boniol
Alexi Robyn Booth
Colton Alan Brown
Julia Marie Cain
Jacqueline Josephine 
 Chaney
Jacob Matthew Chenevert
Jourdan Layne Culpepper
Emily Renee Duvall
Savannah Nicole 
 Everhart
Courtney Michelle 
 Fontenot
Ray Wesley Fuller
Deven Nicole Gautreau
Courtney Faye Gilbert
Larsen Lane Glover
Kelsey Virginia Guerin
Karly Elizabeth Gunter
Austyn Scott Hodge
Dustin Chase Hutchinson
Hannah Rae Jones
Kyu Lee II
Celena Carol Long
Megan Alyse Loveland
Destin Lowell Marler
Laura Christine Martin
Jacob Carl McDowell
Cameron Michael 
 McKenzie
Karlee Elizabeth 
 McKernan
Laney Rebecca Miley
Erin Taylor Mitchell
Matthew Kyle Owen
Tristen Louis Penton
Gabriel Steven Pierce
Holden Bond Poole
Matthew Benjamin 
 Rayburn
Harley Ray Rhodus
Matthew Aaron Richard
Logan Taylor Roberts
Blaire Arden Romig
Cameron Brock Simmons
Erica Paige Toney
Erik Michael Troxclair
Tori Gerice Vincent
Hunter Wade Wilks

C
orn is one of the 
crops that can 
be planted early. 
Both field corn 
and sweet corn 

can benefit from early 
planting to avoid insect 
pressure such as corn 
ear worms.

Field corn is recom-
mended to be planted in 
south Louisiana from 
February 25th to March 
20th. You can extend the 
planting date some but 
you will reduce your 
yield. Planting after May 
1st can result in a yield 
reduction of 30 percent 
or more.

We can plant corn early 
because it can withstand 
a frost if the plant has 
not progressed to the 
six-leaf stage. A moder-
ate freeze or heavy frost 
may burn the leaves but 
usually new leaves will 
emerge in a few days as 
the temperatures warm. 
At the six-leaf stage the 

growing 
point is 
near the 
surface 
of the soil 
and then 
cold injury 
increases.

On our 
upland 
soils we 
should be 
fertilizing 
corn with 
120-190 
pounds 

of nitrogen per acre. 
You can apply all of the 
nitrogen at pre-plant or 
use a split application 
where 50-75% of the 
nitrogen is applied pre-
plant and the remainder 
is applied when the corn 
is 3-12 inches tall. Apply 
phosphorous and potas-
sium according to soil 
test recommendations, 
that will usually be in 
the range of 40-60 pounds 
of each which is applied 

at planting.
Corn is planted by 

plant population accord-
ing to your potential for 
yield. Our thinner soils 
cannot match those river 
bottom soils, but we can 
grow corn. I would plant 
on the lower range of the 
plant rates. Recommend-
ed plant populations 
are from 25,000 to 30,000 
live plants per acre. To 
achieve this assume 
80% field emergence 
and plant 31,250 to 37,500 
seeds per acre.

If you are trying to 
plant some fairly small 
areas, estimate that it 
will take about 12-20 
pounds of seed to plant 
an acre, depending on 
the variety because 
the seed size varies by 
variety. Spacing would 
be about 8 inches apart 
and plant at a depth of 1.5 
to 2.0 inches.

Check with suppliers 
for varieties that are 

available and recom-
mended for our area. 
You can get corn that 
has some interesting 

traits such as glyphosate 
tolerance and insect 
resistance.

Sweet corn is planted 
much the same. One 
thing to consider for the 
home gardener is good 
pollination. Plant at least 
3 rows of corn in a block, 
side by side to get good 

pollination. Poor pol-
lination will lead to ears 
that are not filled out 
properly.

Some of the recom-
mended standard sweet 
corn varieties include 
Merit, Funk’s G90, 
Seneca Horizon, Silver 
Queen and Gold Queen. 
Sugar enhanced variet-
ies (SE) have higher lev-
els of sugar content than 
normal but still have 
comparable starch levels 
to keep the texture of 
regular standard sweet 
corn. Recommended 
varieties of SE corn in-
clude Ambrosia, Avalon, 
Bodacious, Delectable, 
Honey Select, Incredible, 
Lancelot, Miracle, Pre-
cious Gem, Temptation, 
Silver King and White 
Out.

The improved super 
sweet varieties (sh2) 
have 2 to 3 times more 
sugar than standard 
sweet corn. These variet-

ies should be isolated 
away from regular sweet 
corn varieties. The super 
sweet varieties will not 
germinate well in cold 
weather so wait a little 
later after the soil warms 
up to plant those variet-
ies. Recommended vari-
eties of super sweet corn 
would include Honey and 
Pearl, How Sweet It Is, 
Summer Sweet 7210 and 
8101 and Xtra Tender 372, 
270, or 282.

New varieties in sweet 
corn are abundant and 
there are lots of sweet 
varieties that combine 
traits of sugar enhanced 
and super sweets. Ex-
periment and find the 
ones you like.

KENNY SHARPE is county agent 
with the LSU Cooperative Exten-
sion Service in Livingston Parish. 
For more information on these 
or related topics contact Kenny 
at 225-686-3020 or visit www.
lsuagcenter.com/livingston.

Get going on corn in early spring

SHARPE’S 

POINT

Kenny Sharpe

‘Our thinner 

soils cannot 

match those 

river bottom 

soils, but we 

can grow 

corn.’



RENTAL HOUSES

9336 Huntington Ave, No Pets, 4 

bedroom/ 1.5 bathes, Frid., DW, 

Stove, Microwave. 1300/Mon, 

1300/Dep. Hm ph/225-791-0013 

or Cell ph/ 225-241-8898

Available Now! 4br/2ba with 

large yard near D.S. High School. 

2200+ sq. ft. $1350/mo. $700/dep. 

Call 225-405-6964

Studio home in quiet neighbor-

hood. D.S./Walker area  Very 

clean. Walker schools. Lawn 

maint. included.No pets. No 

smoking. 28579 Winchester Ln. 

$495/mo. $495/dep. Call 225-802-

3494.

RENTAL/MOBILE 

HOMES

2006 3br/1ba $700/mo. $700/dep. 

14x70 2BR/2BA $600/mo. 

$600/dep. Central A/H. No Pets! 

References, 8245 Florida , D.S. 

Also M.H./R.V. Spaces. 

Call/225-665-1689; 225-665-4069

26384 Wax Rd, DS Beautiful 

tree shaded park-Black top 

streets. 3br/2ba starting at $700.  

Call 225-665-9290.

3 bedroom & 2 bedroom mobile 

homes for rent in Watson area. 

Live Oaks Schools-No pets. 

$600-700.00 per mo. Call 225-

937-5036.

Clean 3br/2ba $595/mo. $600/dep. 

9/10 of a mile from I-12. No Pets.

Call 225-664-8063.

RENT TO OWN (Trailor & land) 

3br\2ba  16X60 and Lg 75X125 

lot with 12X16 Workshop located 

in the heart of Watson. $3500/

down $875.14/mon or make cash 

offer. Call 225-235-9555 or 225-

930-4949.

SALE/HOUSES

Denham Springs, Corby Dr, 

3br/3ba, single family. 1321 sq ft, 

fenced yard, lease or cash. Call for 

details 1-877-500-9517.

SALE/MOBILE 

HOMES

Large 4br/2ba Double-wide on 1/2 

acre lot in Walker/Watson area. 

Needs some minor repairs. A great

opportunity for a handy-man or 

investor. Quick sale @ $49,900 

as is. OWNER FINANCING 

POSSIBLE. 

Call 225-235-9555 or 225-930-

4949.

Drivers: FULL Benefits, Great 

Pay! 

CDL-A w/X end, TWIC, 2yrs 

exp. Req. 

Apply: 1085 Bert ST. LaPlace. 

Employment@esandh.com 985-

652-4885

Elderly woman needs transporta-

tion to and from doctor visits. Will 

compensate. For more info. call 

225-243-4360.

House Cleaners, $10-12/per hr. 

M-F, daytime hrs.  Mileage 

Reimbursed. Must Have Car 

w/Insurance. CottageCare, 225-

753-0250

Love Kids? Want to be a Summer 

Camp Counselor?Apply in per-

son at Leaps and Bounds Sports 

Center 225-665-7200

PART TIME DRIVERS NEEDED  

32  HRS. / WK.  7:00 a.m. - 2:00 

p.m.  Monday through  Friday.  

Must be 25 years or older, have a 

high school education / GED and 

be willing to acquire a Chauffeur’s 

license within 2 weeks of being 

hired.  Motor Vehicle record, 

Criminal background check with 

pre-employment  DOT drug 

screening along with random drug 

testing is required.   Positive atti-

tude, a smile and experience with 

senior citizens is a major plus!!

Apply in person at the Livingston 

Council on Aging located at 949 

Government Drive   Denham 

Springs, LA.  NO PHONE 

CALLS PLEASE.

Livingston Council on Aging is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer.

Spit & Polish Cleaning Service

Contract Workers for apartments 

& residential. Must have transpor-

tation, supplies & vacuum. Call 

225-929-9875 Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5

GARAGE SALE

Estate Sale: Thur Mar6th,Fri 

Mar7,Sat Mar8

7:30am-6:00pm. On Hunstock Rd 

Ya’ll come

see a lot.

Multi Family - Sofa, Loveseat, 

TV, Bikes, household items, 

clothing + MUCH MORE.

25940 Natchez Ave - Carter 

Hills off Juban, 1 mi from 

1-12. Sat, 3/8/14 7a-3p NO 

EEARLY BIRDS please!

AUCTIONS

Community Self Storage of 

Denham Springs, located at 8039 

Vincent Rd., Denham Springs, 

LA 70726 664-1668 will sell for 

cash the contents of the following 

unit at 10:00AM on 3/28/2014. 

Unless the owners pay all fees by 

3-27-2014.

 Karen Bosch     # 1-0022

 Nathan Abshire # 1-0067

 Shannon Huff   # 3-0201

 Rachel McLin   # 3-202

HENDERSON AUCTION’S

3-day Spring Public Auction

Day 1-March 19th

Trucks, Trailers, Auto’s, ATV’s

Day 2-March 20th

Heavy Equipment

Day 3-March 21st

Farm Tractors & Implements

www.HendersonAuctions.com

for all the Details or call 225-686-

2252!

Auctioneer: Marvin Henderson 

LA-Lic# 136-14

PETS LIVESTOCK

CHIHUAHA female $150 has had 

V/S movings and

can’t take her with me, she is 

ready to breed.Call 2257916125

UKC Purple Ribbon Blue Pit 

Bulls. Razor Edge & Gotti 

Bloodline. Born 12/24/2013. Only 

3 Males Left. $600 Call 225-715-

1426.

HELP WANTED

Architectural Drafter w/ min 1-3 

yrs exp needed for growing home 

design firm in Den Sprgs; full-

time, full benefits; Send resume to 

sharon@maddenhomedesign.com

Certified Teacher needed for 

2014-2015 school year to lead 

pre-school program. Apply in 

person at Leaps and Bounds 

Sports Center 225-665-7200

Spring is here and we are busy! 

Hiring now 6 quality minded indi-

viduals for house cleaning posi-

tions. Average $14/hr + benefits. 

NO NIGHTS ! NO WEEKENDS! 

Call 1-888-491-5664 X 86001.

FINANCIAL 

SERVICES

“CASH FAST”

$300 TO $30,000

PREMIER CREDIT 

CORPORATION

Most loans approved in minutes

Consolidation, Pre-approved Auto 

Loans, Real Estate, Repair, 

Vacation.

Establish or Re-establish Credit

“Any size loan for any reason”

225-667-8100

http://www.premiercredit.net

LOST AND FOUND

Found Yellow Male Lab wearing a 

camo collar in the 

Walker/Watson area. Call 225-

773—8647.

PUBLIC NOTICES

“Anyone knowing the where-

abouts of Mr. John R. Fedele 

please contact Curator Ad Hoc, 

Brooke E. Dufour, of Cashe, 

Coudrain & Sandage, 106 S. 

Magnolia St., Hammond, LA 

70403, 985-542-6848.”

“Anyone knowing the where-

abouts of CHRISTOPHER L. 

BOUGET and/or REBEKAH

D. BOUGET, their succession 

representative(s), child(ren), and/

or heirs, please contact

Wyman E. Bankston, P.O. Box 

305, Livingston, Louisiana 70754 

at (225) 435-4980.”

Anyone knowing the whereabouts 

of Bonnie Langlois McCallum 

contact Attorney Todd Caruso at 

(225) 271-4941.

Anyone knowing the whereabouts 

of Heirs of James Donald Kelly 

contact Attorney Todd Caruso at 

(225) 271-4941.

CURATOR ADD:

Anyone knowing the where-

abouts of ANDERSON 

BERTHELOT, please contact 

Mark Tauzier, Attorney at Law, 

207 N. Cypress St., Hammond LA 

70401,(985)340-9969.

Lisa Lynn Minton Landry

Anyone knowing the physical 

address of Lisa Lynn Minton 

Landry please call (225)910-7567. 

This is an attempt to collect a 

large debt plus damages she has 

owed since divorce January 2010.

ELDERLY CARE

Companion Home Care

Care with Compassion 24hrs/

7days

225-715-7527

HANDYMAN

Stewarts Home Care

No job too big or too small. 

We do it all. Call 225-773-2938.

665-5176Classifieds
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1 lb. crawfish tails
1 can cream corn
1 can Rotel tomatoes, drained
1 egg, beaten
1 c. grated cheese
1 Tbsp. sugar
1/2 c. butter
1 can whole kernel corn, drained
1 medium onion, chopped
1 c. crushed crackers
2/3 c. milk
1/2 tsp. each salt and pepper

Pre-heat oven to 350°. Saute onion in butter until 
clear. Add crawfish and cook until tails are pink 
and done. Take off heat and add remaining ingre-
dients. Stir well and pour into greased baking 
dish. Bake for 45 minutes.

This recipe was originally published in “The Fruit 
of Our Labor,” a fundraising cookbook for WOW 
(Women Outreaching Women), an organization that 
provides shelter and other services to women and 
children who are victims of domestic violence. It was 
contributed by Shannan Kinchen. To purchase a 
cookbook and/or support WOW, call 665-6713.

Crawfish & Corn Casserole

I  POTLUCK RECIPES FROM THE PARISH ___

Winston Morris

Air Force Airman 
Winston “Chase” 
Morris, the son of 
Winston and Stepha-
nie Morris of Den-
ham Springs, recent-
ly graduated from 
basic military train-
ing at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, 
San Antonio, Texas.

The airman com-
pleted an intensive, 

eight-week program 
that included train-
ing in military dis-
cipline and studies, 
Air Force core val-
ues, physical fitness, 
and basic warfare 
principles and skills.

Airmen who com-
plete basic training 
earn four credits 
toward an associate 
in applied science 
degree through the 
Community College 

of the Air Force.
Morris is a 2011 

graduate of Live 
Oak High School in 
Watson.

Damian Labat

Army Pvt. Damian 
M. Labat, the son 
of Katina Lang of 
Bogalusa and brother 
of Trinity Labat of 
Livingston, recently 
graduated from basic 

infantry training at 
Fort Benning, Co-
lumbus, Ga.

During the nine 
weeks of training, 
Labat received train-
ing in drill and cer-
emonies, weapons, 
map reading, tactics, 
military courtesy, 
military justice, 
physical fitness, first 
aid, and Army his-
tory, core values and 
traditions. 

Additional training 
included develop-
ment of basic combat 
skills and battlefield 
operations and tac-
tics, and experienc-
ing use of various 
weapons and weap-
ons defenses avail-
able to the infantry 
crewman.

Labat is a 2013 
graduate of McKinley 
High School in Baton 
Rouge.

SERVICE NEWS ___

4-H Food Festival
The Livingston Parish 

4-H Food Festival was re-
cently held at Lewis Vin-
cent Elementary School 
in Denham Springs. 

Sixty-seven 4-H mem-
bers from around the 
parish who prepared a 
total of 97 dishes compet-
ed in six cookery con-
tests for the opportunity 
to compete at the Area 
Cookery Contest. 

The 1st place winners 
in the Seafood, Poultry, 
Egg, Beef and Sugar 
divisions will compete 
on May 1st at the Area 
Cookery Contest in Ham-
mond. 

While the judging 
was being completed 
Courtney May Werner, 
who is an Intern from 
Southeastern Louisiana 
University, conducted 
a nutrition program on 
“What’s in Your Drink?” 
and discussed how to 
read a food label. 

Winners were:
In Egg Cookery – Ap-

petizer/Salad: 1st place 
Emma Hutchinson, 2nd 
Place Megan Breithaupt, 
3rd Place Grace Johnson, 
all from Holden Elemen-
tary.

In Egg Cookery – Main 
Dish: 1st place Aubrey 
Jones, Lewis Vincent 
Elementary; 2nd Place 
Cannon Loe, South Fork 
Elementary; and 3rd 
Place, Peyton Manotas 
– Juban Parc Jr. High.

In Egg Cookery – Des-
sert: 1st Place Reily 
Mitchell, Lewis Vincent 
Elementary; 2nd Place 
Josie Purvis, Albany 
Middle; 3rd Place Raegan 
Stewart, Holden Elemen-
tary.

In Poultry Cookery 
– Chicken: 1st Place 
Macey Higginbotham, 
Holden Elementary; 2nd 
Place Hannah Hudnall, 
Freshwater Elementary; 
3rd Place Avery Sylvia, 
South Fork Elementary.

In Poultry Cookery 

– Processed Poultry 
Products: 1st Place 
Peyton Manotas, Juban 
Parc Jr. High; 2nd Place 
Maeghan Staley, Live 
Oak Middle.

In Seafood Cookery 
– Oyster: 1st Place Haley 
Williams, Holden Jr./Sr.

In Seafood Cookery 
– Crab: 1st Place Cali 
Green, Holden Elemen-
tary; 2nd Place David 
Dupre, Doyle Jr./Sr.

In Seafood Cookery 
– Shrimp: 1st Place Jesse 
Purvis, Albany Middle; 
2nd Place Hannah 
Hudnall, Freshwater 
Elementary; 3rd Place 
Stephen Harris, South 
Fork Elementary.

In Seafood Cookery 
– Fish or Other Seafood: 
1st Place Hannah Wil-
liams, Holden Elemen-
tary; 2nd Place Maeghan 
Staley, Live Oak Middle; 
3rd Place David Dupre, 
Doyle Jr./Sr.

In Seafood Cookery 
– Crawfish: 1st Place 
Peyton Manotas, Juban 
Parc Jr. High; 2nd Place 
Megan Petty, South Fork 
Elementary; 3rd Place 
Katelyn Lacy, South Fork 
Elementary.

In Beef Cookery 
– Quick and Easy Main 
Dish: 1st Place Peyton 
Manotas, Juban Parc Jr. 
High; 2nd Place Megan 
Hall, North Corbin Jr. 
High; 3rd Place Kather-
ine Webb, South Fork 
Elementary.

In Beef Cookery – One-
Dish Meal: 1st Place 
Macey Higginbotham, 
Holden Elementary; 2nd 
Place Jewelann Kemp, 
South Fork Elementary;  
3rd Place Nick Forbes, 
Holden Elementary.

In Sugar Cookery 
– Cakes: 1st Place  
Hannah Hudnall, Fresh-
water Elementary; 2nd 
Place Emily Armand, 
French Settlement 
Elementary; 3rd Place 
Jasmin Mechkleuburg, 

South Fork Elementary.
In Sugar Cookery 

– Candy: 1st Place Zach-
ary Trawick, Holden 
Elementary; 2nd Place  
Macey Higginbotham, 
Holden Elementary.

In Place Sugar Cookery 
– Cookies: 1st Place  
Luke Seguin, North 
Corbin Jr. High; 2nd 
Place Rita Lind, Walker 
Elementary; 3rd Place 

Allen Miley, Holden 
Elementary.

In Sugar Cookery 
– Pies: 1st Place Elizabeth 
Baudoin – Freshwater 
Elementary; 2nd Place 
Dylan Joles, South Fork 
Elementary; 3rd Place 
Joel Penalber, Holden 
Elementary.

In My Favorite Dish 
– Dessert: 1st Place Ab-
bey Dibble, North Corbin 

Elementary; 2nd Place 
Lane Dudley, Denham 
Springs Elementary; 3rd 
Place Charles Kuehn, 
Southside Elementary.

In My Favorite Dish 
– Game: 1st Place Jake 
Hall, North Corbin Jr. 
High.

In My Favorite Dish 
– Other: 1st Place Emma 
Hutchinson, Holden 
Elementary; 2nd Luke 

Seguin, North Corbin Jr. 
High; 3rd Place  Macey 
Higginbotham, Holden 
Elementary.

The winners of the con-
test were announced that 
evening. Thanks to the 
judges who took time out 
of their busy schedules 
to support the Livingston 
Parish 4-H Program. 
Congratulations to all 
participants!

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

First Place winners at the Livingston Parish 4-H Food 
Festival are (from left, front) Aubrey Jones, Lewis 
Vincent Elementary, 1st Place Egg, Main Dish; Reily 
Mitchell, Lewis Vincent Elementary, 1st Place Egg, Des-
sert; Macey Higginbotham, Holden Elementary, 1st Place 
Poultry, Chicken, and 1st Place Beef‚ One Dish Meal; 
Elizabeth Baudoin, Freshwater Elementary, 1st Place 
Sugar‚ Pies; Abbey Dibble, North Corbin Elementary, 1st 
Place, My Favorite Dish‚ Dessert; (middle row) Zachary 
Trawick, Holden Elementary, 1st Place Sugar, Candy; 
Hannah Hudnall, Freshwater Elementary, 1st Place Sugar, 
Cakes; Peyton Manotas, Juban Parc Jr. High, 1st Place 
Poultry‚ Processed Poultry Products, 1st Place Seafood, 
Crawfish, and 1st Place Beef‚ Quick & Easy Main Dish; 
Emma Hutchinson, Holden Elementary, 1st Place Egg, 
Appetizer/Salad, and 1st Place My Favorite Dish‚ Other; 
Hannah Williams, Holden Elementary, 1st Place Seafood‚ 
Fish/Other; (back row) Haley Williams, Holden Jr./Sr., 1st 
Place Seafood‚ Oyster; Jesse Purvis, Albany Middle, 1st 
Place Seafood‚ Shrimp; Jake Hall, North Corbin Jr. High, 
1st Place My Favorite Dish‚ Game; Luke Seguin, North 
Corbin Jr. High, 1st Place Sugar, Cookies; and Cali Green, 
Holden Elementary, 1st Place Seafood‚ Crab.
At left, Kathy DeGeneres (left) and Tonda Delahoussaye 
judge the Quick & Easy Main Dishes.

Winston Morris

“I was super excited 
to be there, but nervous 
because everyone else was 
really talented and I had 
not been playing guitar 
for very long,” Holden 
said.

Holden says Open Mic 
Night has helped her be-
come a lot more confident 
performing, and also writ-
ing songs.

“The people at Open Mic 
Night are the most sup-
portive and lovely people 
anyone could ever know,” 
Holden said.

Ash believes thousands 
of people in the area 
have unrealized musical 
talents.

“Most of my favorite 
memories from Open Mic 
Night and Songwriter’s 
Circle are when a shy 
person performs in front 
of other people,” Ash said. 
“I never get tired of seeing 
people find that courage.”

Musicians
From B1
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APOSTOLIC CHURCH
Anchor Apostolic Church
Dean Walsworth, Pastor, 

13513 Florida Blvd., Livingston 
572-3846

Praise Temple Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church

12825 Arnold Rd., Walker
First Apostolic Church 

of Jesus Christ
Lockhart Rd., Denham Springs  

665-8123
Livingwater Apostolic Church

27952 South Red Oaks, 
Livingston • 686-3700

Magnolia Apostolic Church 
of Jesus Christ

8333 Rosewood St., 
Denham Springs • 791-9512

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
First Assembly of God

Hwy. 190, Denham Springs 
664-3163

Freedom Worship Center
26490 Frost Rd., Livingston 

698-9031

BAPTIST
Agape Baptist Church

25353 Walker South Rd., Walker
664-2622

Amite Baptist Church
7100 Amite Church Rd., 

Denham Springs • 665-2762.
Beech Ridge Baptist Church
34319 Weiss Rd., Livingston 

686-7508
Bethel Baptist Church

20149 Circle Dr., Livingston 
686-2368

Bethlehem Baptist Church
Hwy. 43 South, Albany  • 567-3666

Calvary Baptist Church
9270 Cockerham Rd., 

Denham Springs • 665-2117
Cane Market Rd. Baptist Church

35652 Cane Market Rd., 
Denham Springs • 665-6846

Carroll Baptist Church
Hwy. 1024 East, 

6 miles north of Walker • 665-1061
Christ's Community Church

8139 Florida Blvd., 
Denham Springs • 791-9333

Colyell Baptist Church
19524 La. Hwy. 42, Livingston 

698-6243
Don Avenue Baptist Church

1010 Don Ave., Denham Springs
665-5150

Doyle Baptist Church
20745 Utah St., Livingston 

686-2341
Emmanuel Baptist Church

10453 Arnold Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-7249

Faith Baptist Church
17884 Hwy. 42, Livingston 

698-6018
Faith Missionary Baptist Church
30993 Hwy. 16 N., Denham Springs

Faithway Baptist Mission
31575 Bankston Rd., Holden  

567-9629
First Baptist Church of Albany

Hwy. 190, Albany • 664-3163
First Baptist Church of 

Denham Springs
308 River Rd., Denham Springs

664-4102
First Baptist Church of 

French Settlement
16735 La. Hwy 16S, French Settlement

698-9994 / 567-5649
First Baptist Church of Holden

30130 Hwy 441 Holden   •  567-9368
First Baptist Church of Livingston

29770 S Magnolia, Livingston 
686-2314

First Baptist Church of Springfield
31665 Hwy. 22 • 294-2156

Fundamental Baptist Church
24240 S. Frost Rd., 9 mi. 
South of I-12, Livingston 
698-6157 or 698-3802
Glory Baptist Church

28450 Red Oak Rd., Livingston
Grace Baptist Temple

222 Range Ave., Denham Springs

Grace Bible Baptist Church
26060 Wax Rd., Denham Springs 

664-3557
Gray's Creek Baptist Church

21039 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs
665-2127

Greater Third Zion Baptist Church
23956 Hwy. 22, Maurepas 

386-3312
Greater St. Mark Baptist Church
13590 Dunn St., Walker • 664-2742

Hebron Baptist Church
24063 Hwy. 16 South, 

Denham Springs • 665-6278
Hillside Baptist Church

31320 Old B.R. Hwy., Albany  
567-3212

Judson Baptist Church
32470 N. Walker Rd., Walker 

665-5481
Killian First Baptist Church

27994 Hwy. 22., Killian • 695-6581
Live Oak Baptist Church

35603 Coxe Ave., 
Denham Springs • 243-6138

Lockhart Rd. Baptist Church
8327 Lockhart Rd., 

Denham Springs • 665-0374
Macedonia Baptist Church

34685 Hwy 1036, Holden • 777-4602
Magnolia Baptist Church

21445 La. 442, Holden • 567-9540
Maurepas Baptist Church
24309 Hwy. 22, Maurepas 

695-3120
Midway Baptist

1004 Hatchell Lane, 
Denham Springs • 664-3386

Midway Baptist Church
27284 S. Satsuma Rd., 
Livingston • 698-9412

Mount Hope Baptist Church
206 Sullivan St., 

Denham Springs • 665-1928
Mount Olive Baptist Church

31384 Dunn Rd., Denham Springs 
664-5074

New Bethlehem Church
37818 Reinninger Rd., 

Denham Springs • 664-7532
New Covenant Baptist Church

215 Florida Ave., 
Denham Springs • 664-0858
New Zion Baptist Church
126 E. St., Denham Springs 

664-7269
Northside Baptist Church

200 Cockerham Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-3161
Oak View Baptist Church
27364 Hwy 63, Livingston 

686-2030
Open Door Baptist Church

7000 Gloryland Way, 
Denham Springs • 667-4679
Plainview Baptist Church

S. Walker Rd., Walker  • 665-6969
Pine Grove Baptist Church

21949 Hwy. 444 
near Bayou Barbary, 
Livingston • 698-6137

Red Oak Baptist Church
28760 S. Red Oak Rd., 
Livingston • 686-2588

Riverside Baptist Church
36890 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs

664-1278
Salem Baptist Church

36474 Weiss Rd / Hwy 63, 
Walker • 667-2588

Satsuma Baptist Church
29896 Satsuma Rd., Livingston

686-2563
Southside Baptist Church

7572 Vincent Rd., 
Denham Springs • 665-5868

South Walker Baptist Church
13719 Hammack Rd., Walker 

665-0463
Springville Baptist Church

22902 Livingston Aux. 42  
294-2720

St. Paul's Baptist Church
Head of Island, LA

Victory Baptist Church
31449 North Corbin Road, Walker 

667-2487
Walker Baptist Church

10696 Florida Blvd., Walker 
665-8368

Woodland Baptist Church
27929 Hwy 1037 • 225-294-5530

CATHOLIC
Immaculate Conception 

Catholic Church
Hatchell Ln., Denham Springs 

665-5359
St. Joseph Catholic Church

15710 Hwy 16, 
French Settlement • 698-3110
St. Margaret Catholic Church

30300 Catholic Hall Rd. (Hwy 43-S &
I-12) Albany • 567-3573

St. Thomas Catholic Church
32121 Main St. Springfield 

567-3573
Sacred Heart Catholic Church

29589 S. Poplar, Livingston 
665-5359

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ in Walker

Hwy. 190 East, Walker • 664-0457
Denham Springs Church of Christ

118 St. Louis St.,  
Denham Springs • 665-5261

CHURCH OF GOD
Chapelwood Church of God

2119 Tower St., Denham Springs
772-6371

THE CHURCH OF JESUS
CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
Denham Springs First Ward

25367 Riverton Ave., 
Denham Springs • 664-7671

Denham Springs Second Ward
25367 Riverton Ave., 

Denham Springs • 665-1581

EPISCOPAL
St. Francis Episcopal Church

Corner of Maple 
& The Angelian Way, 

Denham Springs • 665-2707

METHODIST
Faith Crossing United 

Methodist Church
34260 Walker North, Walker 

243-6094
First United Methodist Church

316 Centerville NW, 
Denham Springs • 665-8995

James Chapel United Methodist
Church

28200 James Chapel Rd., 
Holden • 567-1007

Huff Chapel United Methodist
Huff Chapel Rd., Killian 

225-695-6846
Live Oak United Methodist Church

Hwy. 16, Watson • 664-4801
Livingston Methodist Church
29725 S. Poplar St., Livingston 

686-7808
Robert United Methodist Church

201 Julia St., Denham Springs 
664-7979

St. James United Methodist
Church

31390 Hwy. 22, Springfield 
294-6717

Walker United Methodist Church
30167 Stump St., Walker • 664-7770

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal Church
S. Range Ave., Denham Springs

665-2792
House of God Hebrew Pentecostal

Joe Bell, Pastor, 13542 Dunn St.,
Walker

Lighthouse Pentecostal Church
Arnold Rd., Denham Springs 

665-6909
New Day Christian Centre
12119 Florida Blvd., Walker   

667-1602
One Hope Ministries

24603 Walker S., Walker   
241-9929

Shady Bower Pentecostal Church
N. Walker Rd., Walker • 571-8793

Redeeming Life
31291 Walker N, Walker • 667-6400

Sonlight Ministries/
Community Chapel

35490 Walker N, Walker
Unity Prayer Center

28145 Frost Road, Livingston 
686-1518

Victory Temple Pentecostal
Church

28450  S. Red Oak Rd., 
Livingston • 686-7402

Walker Pentecostal Church
12750 Florida Blvd., Walker 

667-3138

PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH OF GOD

Faith Fellowship Pentecostal 
Church of God
10779 Yarlin St., 

Denham Springs • 791-5879

PRESBYTERIAN
Albany Hungarian Presbyterian

Church
Hwy. 43, Hungarian Settlement

567-2098

OTHER CHURCHES
Abundant Life Church

Edgewood Dr., Denham Springs
665-7000

Accountability Church
33719 Hwy.16,  Watson • 665-4444

Bible Missionary Church
Barnett Rd., Denham Springs 

665-1680
Christian Center Church

8774 Dave Clark Rd., 
Denham Springs • 667-4331

Christian Fellowship Church
13701 Vincent Place Ave., 

Denham Springs • 698-3807
Church of God Intensive Care

Ministry
429 Josephine St., 

Denham Springs • 664-6293
Crossway Church

10161 Florida Blvd., Walker 
665-1423

Denham Springs 7th Day 
Adventist Church

Hwy. 16 at Cook Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-9829

Glory of God Worship Center
1114 Rodeo Dr 

(East of Pete’s Hwy) • 791-4464
Grace Community Bible Church

1000 Cockerham Rd., 
Denham Springs • 664-0971

Grace Full Gospel Christian 
Fellowship

7519 Amite Church Rd., • 667-1612
Higher Destiny Biker Church

600 Florida Blvd., 
Denham Springs • 243-6280

House of Prayer Holiness Church
38523 Weiss Rd., Walker • 664-5498

Impact Church
34401 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs

667-0731
King’s Harvest Fellowship Church

9360 Florida Blvd., Walker 
791-3063

LifePoint Church
24930 Hwy. 16, Denham Springs

953-0516
Living Word, The

704 N. Range • 665-2118
Luke 10:27

536 Centerville St., Denham Springs 
664-1027

New Beginning Christian 
Fellowship

20874 La Hwy 16 South • 667-4490
New Day Christian Center
Hwy. 190 Walker • 667-1602

New Testament House Church
9033 Sarah St., Denham Springs

665-2943
Restoration Church

33719 La. Hwy 16, Watson 
665-0076.

Revival Temple
Walker South Rd., Walker 

664-4027
River of Life Worship Center
18295 Hwy 16, Port Vincent 

698-9640
Way of the Cross Church

30565 Corby Dr., 
Denham Springs • 665-2343

Livingston Parish Churches

Please visit our Sponsors

29285 Frost Road • (225) 686-RIBS

Landry’s Markets, Inc.
locally owned and operated
by Gerard & Marian Landry

ODOM
INSURANCE
225-665-8853

Wanda Bankston • Agent

Walker Tire, LLC
10350 Florida Blvd • Walker

(225) 664-0155
www.walkertire.net

257 FLoRIDA BLvD. S.E.  DEnHAm SpRIngS, LA  70726-3798
225-665-5186

Bonded & Insured
Commercial & Residential  •  225-664-2815

Sales Service Insured

2500 Florida Blvd • Denham Springs
www.denhamspringstireandcarcare.com

Monday - Friday 8:30-6:30 • Saturday 8:30-2:30
34730 Hwy 16 • P.O. Box 829
Watson, LA  70786

24 Hour Damage-free Towing & Recovery

2500 Florida Blvd. D.S. • 664-2869
www.varnadoandsons.com

Smith Accounting Services
277 E. Railroad Ave. Ste. A
Denham Springs, LA  70726

225.664.7579
13250 Highway 431 • St. Amant, LA

(225) 644-9683  
www.churchfuneralservices.com

10980 Laird Lane 
Denham Springs
225-664-1809

Quick  N Handy
Cleaners

397 E. Railroad Ave., D.S.
225-665-2633

10250 Plaza Americana Dr.
Baton Rouge

225.926.1328

Denham Springs Auto 
Parts Service

422 Florida Ave S.W.
Denham Springs, LA
225.791.1414
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Teens off-beat Mardi Gras
Doing the Can-Can at the Teen Mardi Gras celebration at the Livingston Branch 
Library are (from left) Brittney Pourciau, Dwayne Morgan and Josh Laprime. Later,  
Pourciau takes a bite from a slice of King Cake with chocolate filling. Even with his 
pair of glasses, Skylar Albert has trouble seeing through the Mardi Gras mask he cre-
ated. They also answered 
Mardi Gras trivia and did 
a second-line parade, all 
with old Mardi Gras foot-
age on a large screen in 
the background.

LISA DOWTY | THE NEWS

DAVID NORMAND | THE NEWS

Harvest Manor Mardi Gras
The 2014 Harvest Manor Nursing Home Mardi Gras Queen is Ms. S. Deangelo, and the  
King is Mr. P. De Frates. Below, Miki Jones dances with Harvest Manor resident G. 
Roberts as she roams the dining hall singing Mardi Gras songs to residents. With her 
husband, Frank Jones, a singer and keyboardist, they serenaded the residents as the 
duo group “Glitter and Gold.”

SUBMITTED BY SUE HUGHES

At an open house held to dedicate a room in The Crossing at Clarity Hospice 
are (from left) Douglas Ducote Sr., owner/president of Veterans United for 
Justice; Mike Cassidy, RN, owner of the hospice; Shelby Bland, represent-
ing Tucker Gregoire American Legion Post 258 in Springfield; and Lynn King, 
chairman of the Livingston Parish Veterans Association.

Hospice dedicates room for vets
The Crossing at Clarity Hospice 

held an open house Feb. 13 for the 
new inpatient facility. 

Clarity Hospice is a member of 
the National Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Organization’s “We 
Honor Veteran’s Program” in 
end-of-life care.   

As a tribute to the veter-
ans, owner Mike Cassidy, RN, 
dedicated a patient room in the 
facility to honor veterans regard-
less of their ability to pay as they 
end their life’s journey. 

 Lynn King, chairman of 

the Livingston Parish Veterans 
Association, donated a plaque, 
which will be placed near the 
entrance of the room. 

King stated that we are all 
on one common ground, and 
that is taking care of our vet-
erans. Also donating a plaque 
was Tucker Gregoire American 
Legion Post 258 in Springfield, 
represented by Shelby Bland.

Pictures on display in the room 
are on loan from Bobby Font Sr. 
from the former WWll museum 
that was located in Walker.
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Live Oak baseball 

5-0. Sports. C2.

Girls Top 28 baskeTball TournamenT

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LAKE CHARLES — Anything 
can happen over the 
course of four quar-
ters in basketball, 
but Doyle’s Class 2A 
semifinal clash against 
Lake Arthur proved 
anything can happen 
over the course of a 
minute.

The lead switched a 
dizzying six times in 
the course of 45 seconds 
in the fourth quarter as 
DHS pulled from a 14-
point halftime deficit.

Once the smoke 
cleared, Doyle punched 
its ticket to the 2A state 
championship game 
with a 49-47 win over 
Lake Arthur in a thrill-
er Wednesday at the 
Louisiana High School 
Athletic Association 
girls Top 28 basketball 
tournament at Burton 
Coliseum.

“We went into half-
time refusing to give 
up and refusing to give 
in,” Doyle head coach 
Guy McDonald said. “It 
paid off in the end.”

The No. 3-seeded 
Lady Tigers reached 
the state title game 
for the first time since 
1998.

Southeastern Louisi-
ana University signee 
Taylin Underwood pow-
ered the Lady Tigers 
with a game-high 32 
points and 10 rebounds. 
She also went 7-for-9 at 
the free-throw line.

“She’s probably the 
most competitive per-
son I’ve ever met,” Mc-
Donald said. “She hates 
to lose at anything.

“They had made 
what I felt was a very 
good adjustment when 
they switched their 
point guard to a bigger 
player, so we decided 

to switch to a bigger 
defender,” McDonald 
said. 

The Lady Tiger come-
back rolled into gear 
off a Courtney Edwards 
three-pointer with 4:03 
left in the third. 

Edwards, the only 
other double-digit 
scorer for Doyle, netted 
10. 

The Edwards basket 
laid the groundwork for 
the furious pace that 
defined the second half. 

Doyle faced a five-
point deficit heading 
into the final stanza, 
but the Lady Tigers 
pulled closer after 
an Underwood three-
pointer. 

An Edwards basket 

put the Lady Tigers in 
the lead, but LAHS re-
sponded with a shot to 
tie the game. Another 
Underwood shot put 
DHS ahead 41-40.

“I was so down at the 
start of the fourth, but 
I was in that situation 
before and we just 
knew we had to play 
together more,” Under-
wood said.

A pair of Underwood 
free throws stretched 
Doyle’s lead to 47-42 
in the last 51 seconds. 
Gabby Guidry cut the 
Lady Tiger lead on a 
three-point bucket and 
helped force a Doyle 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LAKE CHARLES — A flurry of three-
point baskets by Mount Carmel 
(MCA) sunk 5A championship 
hopes for the Denham Springs 
Lady Yellow Jackets.

Paige Frankiewicz and Jen-
nifer Clark combined for eight 
three-pointers in a 70-52 MCA 

win over Denham Springs in the 
Louisiana High School Athletic 
Association girls Top 28 basket-
ball championship Thursday at 
Burton Coliseum.

The loss ended a spectacular 
season, 25-4, for the No. 5-seeded 
Lady Yellow Jackets, who played 
in their third semifinal appear-
ance in four years.

“These seniors took 
us on a heck of a ride 
and they didn’t quit,” 
Denham Springs 
coach Shelley LaPrai-
rie said. “We had a 
fantastic season — lost 
only four ball games 
— and they did every-
thing I asked them to 
do. They played their 
hearts out.”

“This was their third 
trip in four years,” 
she said. “There are a 
lot of teams that can’t 
say they’ve been here 
once.”

Caletria Curtis led 
DSHS scorers with 19 
points, while fellow 
senior Katie Brignac 
tacked on 13. Seniors 
Jena Mabile and 
Carlisha Kinchen each 
bucketed seven.

Mount Carmel (25-6) 
was to collide Satur-
day with Destrehan 
(31-1) in what will be 
the first state title 
game for both schools.

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LAKE CHARLES —  Albany 
found ways to pull 
itself through setbacks 
against Ville Platte, 
but the Lady Hornets 
never got over the hump 
against the state’s top-
ranked 3A team.

The Lady Hornets 
fought from behind all 
night after a costly 11-2 
second quarter run. But 
Ville Platte’s one-two 
punch in the form of 
Deja McKinney and Ty-
eronna Doucet delivered 
the knockout to Albany’s 
playoff run in a 73-64 

win Thursday in the 
Louisiana High School 
Athletic Association 
girls Top 28 basketball 
championship at Burton 
Coliseum.

“Ville Platte has been 
the number one team 
all year long, we knew 
tonight would be a tough 
game for us, and we 
had a tough time keep-
ing Ville Platte off the 
board,” Albany coach 
Stacy Darouse said. 
“Ville Platte is a great 
team, but we fought to 
the end, and that’s all I 
can ask.”

Ville Platte, the Dis-
trict 5-3A champion, was 
set to meet No. 2-seeded 
University High (29-6), 
the 7-3A titleholder, in 
the 3A state champion-
ship game Saturday.

Third-seeded Albany, 
the 9-3A title holder, 
ended its season 28-7 
after its third consecu-
tive appearance in the 
championship tourna-
ment. 

McKinney bucketed 32 
points and Doucet 21 for 
No. 1-seeded Bulldogs. 
McKinney also went 11-
of-20 from the field and 
8-of-10 at the free throw 
line. 

Doucet tallied nine 
rebounds for VPHS.

Doyle rallies in thriller
Underwood
fuels Lady 

Tigers, 49-47 
P

DENHAM 
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Albany falls to No. 1
Ville Platte, 73-64

Lady Jackets foiled 
by Mt. Carmel, 70-52

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

Caletria Curtis (35) makes a shot amid pressure 
from Mount Carmel in the 5A semifinal game 
Thursday at Burton Coliseum in Lake Charles.

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

Senior Lauren Thompson led Albany with 15 points, but 
the Lady Hornets were unable to shut down the state’s 
top 3A team Ville Platte.

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

Above, the Doyle Lady 
Tigers celebrate after their 
Class 2A semifinal win 
over Lake Arthur, 49-47. 
Doyle is heading to the fi-
nals for the first time since 
1998. At left, Doyle senior 
Taylin Underwood goes 
through her free throw 
preparation ritual. Un-
derwood, a Southeastern 
Louisiana signee, scored a 
game-high 32 points in the 
Lady Tigers’ win over Lake 
Arthur. Courtney Edwards 
was the only other double-
digit scorer for Doyle with 
10. Doyle managed a huge 
comeback after going into 
halftime down 14. Coach 
Guy McDonald said that his 
team went into the locker 
room refusing to give up, 
and it paid off.
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turnover in the last 30 
seconds.

Morgan Woods tied 
the game 47-47 for 
LAHS off a shot in the 
last 11 seconds.

Underwood then 
raced across the court, 
drew a foul and bucket-
ed a pair of free throws 
that sealed the win.

“I never really felt 
pressured,” Under-
wood said. “I knew 
what we had to do 
and I knew that every 
free throw was impor-
tant, especially in the 
fourth quarter.”

The Lady Tigers 
opened the first quar-
ter in high gear with 
an 11-2 run which kept 
LAHS off balance. 

Lake Arthur wasted 

no time digging itself 
from the hole after 
a 10-0 rally that put 
Doyle behind. 

“I thought we 
jumped on them well 
the first quarter, but 
we got too relaxed,” 
Underwood said. 
“They’re a good team 
and they found the 
opening to get back in 
the game.”

LAHS kept its pace 

into the second quar-
ter thanks to a 19-6 
spurt that put Doyle in 
a two-digit deficit go-
ing into  intermission.

“We didn’t feel a 
sense of urgency at 
the half,” McDonald 
said. “I stressed to 
them that it was a long 
sixteen minutes ahead 
of us, but we had to 
tighten up a little on 
the free throws.”

McDonald also 
reminded his team 
that they proved in 
the quarterfinal game 
that they could pull 
out of a slump.

“I told them we were 
in familiar territory 
and shouldn’t panic,” 
he said. 

Gabby Guidry led 
LAHS with 17 points, 
while teammate Eliza-
beth Guidry tallied 15. 

Doyle has never 
tangled with North 
Caddo, but McDonald 
expects nothing less 
than a fierce battle 
from start to finish.
Doyle 11  6 16 16 — 49

Lake Arthur 12 19  7  9 — 47

DOYLE: Taylin Underwood 32, 

Courtney Edwards 10, Jessica 

Nesom 4, Belle Rayner 3. LAKE 

ARTHUR: Gabby Guidry 17, Eliza-

beth Guidry 15, Shaw 8, Morgan 

Woods 4, Trahan 3.

Senior guard Lauren Thomp-
son led Albany with 15 points, 
including a pair of three-point 
shots. T’Keyah Jarrett tacked on 
11 points, while MeMe Sykes had 
10, including three from 3-point 
range.

Albany managed to hold Ville 
Platte to a 12-8 lead by the end of 
the first quarter. Jarrett accounted 
for six of the eight points Albany 
posted in the first quarter, while 6-
1 center Feretta Brown also scored 
for the Lady Hornets. 

Things didn’t go as smooth in 
the second quarter.

An aggressive Ville Platte de-
fense and some missed opportuni-
ties by Albany fueled an 11-2 VPHS 
run the first three minutes of the 
second quarter. The Lady Hornets 
managed to maintain composure; 
unfortunately VPHS carried a 32-
20 lead into the half.

“This morning, we had an abso-
lutely great shoot-around, and the 
girls felt really good about how we 
shot in the first quarter,” Darouse 
said. “Had we made a few free 
throws, I think it could’ve been a 
different game.”

Sykes nailed two three-point 
goals in the third and Hannah 

Vicknair fired one other shot that 
helped bring the Lady Hornets 
within five of the VPHS lead. 

The Doucet-McKinney combina-
tion added buckets that left the 
Lady Hornets trailing 45-38 going 
in the final quarter.

“It seemed they weathered 
our storm pretty well,” Darouse 
said. “Every time we made a run, 
McKinney would come and make 
a round.”

Both teams saved their best 
offensive showing for the final 
period. VPHS chalked another 28 
points and Albany ground out 26.

Albany had pulled itself from a 
nine-point deficit to topple Notre 
Dame-Crowley in the quarterfi-
nals, but could not do the same 
against VPHS, even with a come-
back in the third quarter.

“We felt pretty strong about this 
game,” she said. “I told the girls 
not to give up, keep shooting and 
keep them off the board, but they 
were able to rebound and score, 
and that’s one of the reasons we 
weren’t able to get over the hump.”
Albany 8 12 18 26 — 64

Ville Platte 12 20 13 28 — 73

Danielle Brown 15, Lauren Thompson 15, T’Keyah 

Jarrett 11, MeMe Sykes 10, Hannah Vicknair 9. Deja 

McKinney 32, Tyreonna Doucet 21, Breanna Pete 12, 

Thomas 4, M. McKinney 2.

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

At left, Elizabeth Guidry (15) and Gabby Guidry (12) put pressure on Doyle freshman Jessica Nesom. At right, Doyle’s Taylin Underwood makes a pass against Lake Arthur.

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

Above, a huge turnout of 
Lady Yellow Jacket fans 
traveled to Lake Charles 
for the 5A semifinal game 
Thursday against Mount 
Carmel at Burton Coli-
seum in Lake Charles. The 
blowup is of senior guard 
Jena Mabile. At right, 
Carlisha Kinchen (23) 
and Caletria Curtis (35) 
combine to stop Mount 
Carmel on a rebound in 5A 
semifinal action. Senior 
guard Mabile approaches 
in the background. Curtis 
led DSHS scorers with 19 
points, while fellow senior 
Katie Brignac tacked on 13. 
Mabile and Kinchen each 
bucketed seven. Jennifer 
Clark powered Mount Car-
mel with 21 points.

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

Above, Albany brings a big 
crowd to Lake Charles to 
cheer on the Lady Hor-
nets, who made a surprise 
run in what was expected 
to be a rebuilding year un-
der first year Coach Stacy 
Darouse. Unfortunately, 
Albany was unable to keep 
up with No. 1 Ville Platte, 
who took the game by 
the final score 73-64. At 
left, Danielle Brown goes 
up for a layup for Albany 
against Ville Platte. Senior 
guard Lauren Thompson 
led Albany with 15 points, 
including a pair of three-
point shots. T’Keyah Jar-
rett tacked on 11 points, 
while MeMe Sykes had 
10, including three from 
3-point range.

Doyle’s head coach McDonald believes team can pull out of any slump

Denham torched from beyond arc Ville Platte countered Albany surges

From C1

From C1

Clark powered Mount 
Carmel with 21 points 
and a three 3-point 
baskets. Frankiewicz, 
who had 15 points, 
went 5-of-6 from 3-point 
range.

Mount Carmel went 
scoreless the first four 
minutes under the 
DSHS zone defense, but 
a Taylor Berry three-
pointer, along with bas-
kets by Frankiewicz 
and Tori Stanton, put 
MCA ahead 16-11 by the 
end of the first quarter.

Curtis posted seven 
points in the first 
quarter, while Kinchen 
netted the other four.

The Yellow Jackets 
pulled in another 11 off 
Curtis in the second 
quarter, including 
three at the free-throw 
line. However, MCA 
maintained its pace 
off a 21-point effort 
— including three 
Frankeiwicz 3-pointers 
— that sent the New 

Orleans-based team to 
the locker room ahead 
37-26 at the half.

“Every time we 
looked like we’d make a 
run, they’d hit us with 
a three and stop us 
from getting over the 
hump,” LaPrairie said. 
“They just continued 
to shoot the ball well. 
A team that shoots like 
that is hard to come by 
… I’d like to know their 
shooting percentage for 
tonight.”

The shooting abilities 
came as something of a 
surprise to LaPrairie.

“I know they have 
some pure shooters 
and shooters can shoot 
anywhere, but in the 
films I saw they missed 
a lot,” she said. “That 
didn’t happen tonight.”

The third quarter 
continued an evenly 
matched battle, with 
Denham Springs only 
outscoring Mount 
Carmel 14-13 on the 
strength of eight points 
by Brignac. 

DSHS trailed 50-

40 heading into the 
final period. A pair 
of 3-pointers and free 
throws by Brignac put 
the Lady Yellow Jack-
ets within four.

Frankiewicz opened 
the quarter with her 
fourth 3-point goal, but 
Brignac followed suit 
for DSHS in less than a 
minute.

“We did a very good 
job of running them off 
the free throw line,” 
LaPrairie said. “We 
had to make adjust-
ments, but they contin-
ued to shoot the ball as 
well as they did.”

MCA posted 12 of the 
last 18 points of the 
game and stopped the 
Lady Yellow Jackets 
from coming within 10 
in the final stanza.
Mt. Carmel 16 21 13 20 — 70

Denham 11 15 14 12 — 52

MT. CARMEL: Jennifer Clark 21, 

Paige Frankwieicz 15, Kristen Nuss 

13, Berry 9, Lauren Bodino 8, Tori 

Stanton 4. DENHAM SPRINGS: Cal-

etria Curtis 19, Katie Brignac 13, 

Carlesha Kinchen 7, Jena Mabile 7, 

Tremeeka Spikes 6, Allie Crain 2.

From C1
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MIKE DOWTY | THE NEWS

Hall of Fame recognition
For the opening last month of the permanent Yellow Jacket Hall of Fame exhibit at the Grady Hornsby Gym, Hall of 
Fame members or their family representatives are introduced before the home crowd for the final Denham Springs-
Zachary boys basketball game. Applauding a long line across the gym is principal Kelly Jones. Those honored are (top 
photo, from left) Jim Beasley, Ivy Brown, Shirley Carlisle and Donna Carlisle Erdey representing the late Coach Lois 
“Loodie” Carlisle, (second photo) Elaine Day representing the late J.W. “PeeWee” Day, Lloyd “Big D” DeGeneres, Sam 
Digirolamo, Glenn Glass, Cecil Harris, (third photo) Donald Ray Hood, Marilyn Jones, wife of the late Eddie Joe Jones, 
Nikki Leader, Ben McDonald, George Meadors, Sarah Meadors Mestepey, Andy Netterville, (third photo) Leslie O’Neal, 
Drexel Robinson, Kelvin Robinson, Michael Sceroler, Elizabeth Hornsby Smith, representing her late father Grady Horn-
sby, Rice and Louise Sutton, son and wife of the late A.E. Sutton, Harold “Butch” Wax and (bottom photo) Roger West 
at the end of the line being applauded by the Yellow Jackets basketball team.

By Mike Dowty 
The Livingston Parish News

WATSON — Live Oak’s baseball is off to a 5-0 
start, which included a pair of extra-inning 
wins.

Coach Greg Briggs’ Eagles opened the 
season with a 2-0 win over East Ascension in 
10 innings, followed by a whopping 34-0 win 
over Woodlawn, a 5-3 road win over Ouachita 
Christian, a 3-2 road win over Alexandria 
Senior High in nine innings and a 5-0 win over 
Lakeshore back at home this past Monday.

(Monday)
Live Oak 5
Lakeshore 0

WATSON – Michael Claverie and Lenni Kunnert 
combined on a three-hit shutout as Live Oak 
blanked Lakeshore 5-0.

Claverie pitched the first five innings, scat-
tering three hits, with three walks and seven 
strikeouts to earn the victory. Kunert tossed 
no-hit ball over the final two frames, with no 
walks and one strikeout.

Gage Lockwood went 2-for-3 with an RBI and 
run scored for the Eagles, while Justin Webb 
had two hits and Brady Morris, Zach Hansen 
and Kunert one hit each.
Lakeshore 000 000 0 — 0 3 2

Live Oak 100 040 x — 5 7 1

W — Michael Claverie. S – Lenni Kunert. L — Mitchell Mejia.

(March 1)
Live Oak 3

Alexandria Senior 2 (9 inn.)
ALEXANDRIA – Lenni Kunert’s sacrifice fly scored 
Austin Beck in the top of the ninth, as Live 
Oak nipped Alexandria Senior High 3-2.

Pinch-hitter Garrett Lee opened the frame 
with a double and Beck, who entered as the 
pinch-runner, stole third.

Hunter Merritt, who tossed the final four 
frames, picked up the win on the mound for 
the Eagles. He scattered four hits, while giving 
up one unearned run. He also walked one and 
struck out two.

Zach Hansen started on the mound for Live 
Oak and pitched the first five frames, allowing 
one unearned run on four hits, with two walks 
and four strikeouts.

Gage Lockwood was 1-for-3 with an RBI for 
the Eagles, while teammate Michael Claverie 
went 2-for-4 with a run scored. Hansen also 
had a double in four trips to the plate, while 
Brady was 1-for-4 with a single.
Live Oak  101 000 001 — 3 8 3

Alexandria 001 010 000 — 2 8 1

W — Hunter Merritt. L — Brown.

(Feb. 28)
Live Oak 5

Ouachita Christian 3
MONROE – Justin Webb had a two-run double 
in the top of the seventh inning, as Live Oak 
scored twice in the frame to pull out a 5-3 win 
over Ouachita Parish in non-district action.

Lenni Kunert, who relieved starter Landon 
Collins in the bottom of the sixth, picked up 
the win on the mound for the Eagles. He al-
lowed two runs in the sixth, one earned, and 
then pitched a scoreless seventh. He walked 
one and struck out one.

Collins tossed the first five innings, allowing 
one unearned run on three hits, with three 
walks and three strikeouts.

Live Oak, which collected just six hits off 
Ouachita pitching, picked up a 2-for-3 effort 
from Tyler Alexander, who also scored a run, 
while Michael Claverie and Gage Lockwood 
had one hit apiece. 

Blaine Parker, Austin Neck and Lenni 
Kunert each scored a run for the Eagles.

Jake Slaughter, Ryan Reynolds and Quinn 
Graves each had RBI singles for Ouachita 
Parish.
Live Oak 000 030 2 — 5 6 0

Ouachita 000 012 0 — 3 7 3

W —  Lenni Kunert. L — Hayden Barber.

(Feb. 27)
Live Oak 34
Woodlawn 0

WATSON – It turned into batting practice for Live 
Oak, as the Eagles scored double-digit runs 
in each of their first three at-bats and racked 
up 17 hits in a 34-0 football-like score win over 
Woodlawn.

Colby Freneaux had two hits and four runs 
batted in for Live Oak, while Michael Claverie 
had a pair of doubles and three RBIs. Team-
mates Gage Lockwood and Brady Morris also 
drove in three runs apiece with a multiple-hit 
game each.

Austin Beck pitched two innings and picked 
up the win while allowing the only hit of the 
game for the Purple Panthers, while team-
mates Tyler McCleary (1 inn.) and Blaine 
Parker (2 inn.) tossed no-hit ball.
Woodlawn 000 00 — 0 1 8

Live Oak (11)(10)(13)0x — 34 17 1

W — Austin Beck. L — Jorge Yera.

(Feb. 24)
Live Oak 2

East Ascension 0 (10 inn.)
GONZALES – Austin Beck and Lenni Kunert each 
drove in one run apiece in the top of the 10th 
inning, as Live Oak blanked East Ascension in 
its season-opening marathon.

Hunter Merritt, who pitched the final four 
and a third shut-out innings, picked up the win 
on the mound. He allowed just three hits, with 
three walks and five strikeouts.

Zach Hansen started on the mound for Live 
Oak and tossed four and two-thirds innings of 
shutout ball, with no walks and six strikeouts.

Live Oak, which was limited to just four hits, 
picked up singles from both Beck and Kunert, 
along with Jared Forrest, while Colby Fre-
neaux doubled and scored in the 10th.

The Eagles’ Zach Hansen scored the other 
run.

Austin Millet, the third pitcher for EA, threw 
the final four frames and suffered the loss. 
Nick Purpera (2 inn.) and Cole Holley (3 inn.) 
also pitched for the Spartans.

Five EA batters picked up a single apiece.
Live Oak 000 000 000 2 — 2 4 1

EA 000 000 000 0 — 0 5 1

W — Hunter Merritt. L — Austin Millet.

BASEBALL

Eagles start off 
strong at 5-0
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

BATON ROUGE – First-year 
teams seldom make a 
considerable impact in 
indoor track, but the 
Live Oak girls squad 
dispelled that notion.

The Lady Eagles, in 
their inaugural season, 
racked up a 14th-place 
finish among 50 teams 
in Division I competi-
tion at the Louisiana 
High School Athletic 
Association indoor 
track and field meet 
recently at LSU’s Carl 
Maddox Field House.

LOHS chalked 10 
points off a first-place 
finish by sophomore 
Ashley Davis, who cap-
tured the gold medal 
in the shot put with 
a throw of 38-10. She 
eclipsed Peyton Mont-
gomery of Barbe (36-1) 
and Carrie Bridges of 
Ruston (35-2).

It marked a nice ad-
dition for the already 
solid resume for Davis, 
which already includes 
a No. 16 ranking in 
the nation. She placed 
sixth in the nation last 
summer at the United 
States Track & Field 
Junior Olympics in 
Greensboro, N.C. 

“She’s already got 
quite a few colleges 
looking at her,” said 
coach Ron Holden, who 
has worked the last 
six years in the LOHS 
track and field pro-
grams.

Baton Rouge High 
racked 47 points for the 

top spot in girls compe-
tition, ahead of Lafay-
ette (44) and Zachary 
(35).

“We actually had a 
very limited program,” 
Holden said. “We only 
have seven girls, and 
Ashley Davis was the 
only to qualify for the 
state championship.”

In another show-
ing from Livingston 
Parish Schools, junior 
Kyle Baudoin finished 
second in the pole vault 
(14.6) for Walker, which 
placed 17th in boys ac-
tion.

Layni LeBlanc, also 
of Walker, notched 10th 
in the 3,200-meter run 
with a finish of 13.21. 

Denham Springs 
senior Phoenix Rich-
ardson placed seventh 
in the hurdles (8.91), 
while Amber Ferguson 
finished eighth in the 
3,200-meter run (15.49).

In Division II action, 
Doyle senior Carlisa 
Smith claimed second 
in the 3,200 with a 
clocking of 11.48. 

High hopes prevail for 
the Live Oak outdoor 
track and field pro-
gram, which will boast 
a roster of more than 
100 competitors. 

Holden believes the 
Davis’ accomplish-
ments in the indoor 
meet will carry over to 
outdoor action.

“Ashley will score 
twenty points herself 
and win the shot put 
and discus events 
hands-down,” he said. 

“We just need to get her 
a little help.”

Speed – or lack 
thereof – figures as the 
only factor that could 
slow down the LOHS 
program.

“We have no speed,” 
Holden said. “We need 
to develop a distance 
program similar to 
what you see at a school 
like St. Paul’s.

“For that, you have 
to put in over distance 

and speed work,” he 
said.

Madison Larsen could 
also make an impact 
for LOHS. Holden ex-
pects her to qualify in 
the 100- and 300-meter 
hurdles. 

“That will help a lot, 
but what we need is 
more running events,” 
he said. “That’s the 
only one in which we 
have any chance in at 
this point.”

Live Oak softball
WATSON – The Live Oak 
Lady Eagles are off to 
a 3-0 start, with two of 
those wins by shut-outs.

Michelle Morris’ crew 
opened the regular sea-
son with a 4-0 win over 
Dutchtown, followed by 
a 3-1 victory over Mt. 
Carmel and an 11-0 win 
over Brusly this past 
Monday.

In the win over 
Brusly, junior Virginia 
Cacioppo had two hits 
and three runs batted 
in, while junior team-
mates Ally Howard and 
Katelynn McLin each 
had two hits. Freshman 
GiGi Ash and junior 
Hailey Freeman added 
one RBI apiece.

Junior Amanda Hol-
liday went the distance 
on the mound for the 
Lady Eagles, tossing 
a two-hit shutout with 
seven strikeouts.

Holliday pitched a 
three-hit shutout in 
the season-opener over 
Dutchdown with seven 
strikeouts as well.

Freeman and fresh-
man Kelsey Miller 
had one run batted in 
apiece.

And in the 3-1 win 
over Mt. Carmel 
Saturday back at the 
Live Oak Ball Park 
diamond, Live Oak 
banged out nine hits, 
with sophomores Bre-
anna Stout and Lauren 
Brown, along with 
Miller collecting two 
hits apiece.

Stout, Brown and 
Miller each drove in a 
run.

Sophomore Savannah 
Hall pitched a complete 
game in the circle, al-
lowing just four hits, 
with 10 strikeouts.̀

Walker softball
WALKER – The LadyCats 
softball season under 
new head coach Nicole 
Dufour is off to a 3-3 
start.

Walker opened the 
season on the tough end 
of a 14-1 road loss to St.  
Amant and then a 3-0 

home-opener shutout to 
Brusly. The LadyCats 
then notched their first 
win of the season with 
a 7-5 win over Ursuline 
in eight innings at the 
Northshore/Southshore 
Challenge and then 
followed that up with 
two more wins in the 
round-robin event at St. 
Scholastica by blank-
ing Fisher 6-0 and then 
trouncing Slidell 12-3.

This past Monday 
Walker dropped a 7-6 
decision to Northshore 
in Slidell.

In the one-run loss to 
Northshore, the Lady-
Cats scored two runs 
in the first, third and 
fourth innings to build 
a 6-2 lead, but North-
shore scored once in 
the sixth and then four 
times in the bottom of 
the seventh to capture 
the win.

In the three-game 
sweep at the North-
shore/Southshore Chal-
lenge last weekend, Kai-
tlyn McKenzie had four 
hits against Ursuline, 
while Kassey Ard went 
the distance on the 
mound with six strike-
outs to pick up the win. 
Lyndsey Palmer and 
Mattie Ort drove in two 
runs apiece.

In the 6-0 shutout of 
Fisher, Walker scored 
two runs in the third, 
fifth and sixth innings, 
with Palmer leading 
the offensive attack 
with two hits and two 
runs batted in.

Ard tossed the first 
five frames with four 
strikeouts, while Ka-
leigh McMillian came 
on in relief and tossed 
the final two innings.

And in the 12-3 romp 
over Slidell, Ard drove 
in three runs and Ort 
two, while teammate 
Taylor Lockwood had 
three hits in the Lady-
Cats’ 15-hit attack.

Ard pitched the first 
six innings to pick up 
the win on the mound, 
while McMillian threw 
the seventh inning.

Shotputter Davis leads
Live Oak to indoor ranking

TRACK & FIELD

SOFTBALL

PUBLIC
NOTICES

SHERIFF
SALES

Live Oak off to 3-0 
start, Walker 3-3
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