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Wines to pair 
with your 

favorite foods

DRINKS

Pairing wines with your favorite foods can be intimidating. 
Professional and amateur sommeliers might know just 

the bottle to pair with that sizzling steak, but weekend 
warriors might not be so confident. The following pairing 

tips will help people looking for the right bottle to go 
with some popular foods.

Steak: Cabernet Sauvignon is a red wine that’s high in 
tannins. Novice wine drinkers might wonder why cer-
tain wines dye their mouth after drinking, and that’s 
because of tannins. Steak softens the impact of tannins 
because of its fat content, making this an ideal pairing.

Spaghetti and meatballs: Italian food and wine go 
hand-in-hand, and Chianti is a great wine to pair with 
spaghetti and meatballs. Chianti has a bold flavor, and 
the Food Network notes it has enough acidity to stand 
up to all the tomatoes and meat in spaghetti and meat-
balls.

Indian cuisine: Fans of Indian cuisine no doubt like 
spicy foods, but that doesn’t mean they wouldn’t also 
enjoy some temporary relief from their fiery favorites. 
Rieslings, which tend to be low in alcohol content, are 
sweet white wines that can be just the thing to comple-
ment all that spiciness. The Food Network notes that 
high-alcohol wines might make spicy Indian food feel 
even spicier, so if Riesling isn’t your ideal wine, at least 
opt for another wine with a low ABV.

Salmon: Seafood fans who love salmon might like it 
even more if they pair it with Pinot Noir. While many 
types of fish are best paired with white wine and Pinot 
Noir is a red, this pairing actually works well because 
the salmon stands up to the wine’s bold flavor. 

Lamb: Red meat and red wine go great together, but 
different types of red meat pair better with different 
types of wine. Lamb and Bordeaux go great together 
because lamb has a gamey flavor that requires a rich, 
bold wine. Bordeaux fits that bill, allowing the rich, 
fatty lamb meat to absorb its tannins.
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PEOPLE

MS Sports Hall of Fame Calls 
Duease for 2024 Class

By Mark Stowers

Photos by Lonnie K
ees
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PEOPLE

Gregg Popovich has 1,399 (and count-
ing) NBA wins, Mike Krzyzewski 
retired with 1,202 NCAA Divi-

sion 1 wins. Retired Arkansas High School 
Coach John Hutchcraft hung up his coach-
ing whistle with 2,016 total wins. But Madi-
son Ridgeland Academy’s Richard Duease 
isn’t far behind at 1,819 wins (12/26/23) – 
592 of those coming as a girls Head Coach. 
MRA’s Coach Duease just keep winning 
and adding to a total they may never be 
attained by another coach. But “Rat” just 
keeps producing solid teams, great play-
ers and more notches in that Hall of Fame 
Coaching belt that includes the MRA Hall 
of Fame and the MAIS Hall of Fame. This 
coming August, Duease will join the 2024 
Class for the Mississippi Sports Hall of 
Fame that includes Eli Manning and the 
late famed broadcaster Red Barber. 

Admitting he’s never worked a job 
and reflecting on his career, Coach 
Duease points out “how blessed I’ve 
been to be able to do, I don’t call it 
a job, but do something I love doing 
that I really never considered go-
ing to work each day. And having a 
family. I’ve been one of the fortunate 
ones. I haven’t had to move every two 
to three years. I’m in my 42nd year 
at MRA. My daughter and my wife 
have never known moving and to me 
that’s a blessing.”

For 42 out of the 49 seasons he’s 
coached, he’s patrolled the sidelines for 
MRA. Before that the Delta native had 
stops at Manchester Academy and Lee 
Academy – all high school locales. He 
decided a long time ago, he wanted to 
be a husband and a dad and not a col-
lege coach out recruiting the landscape 
for talent and leaving his family at home 
alone. Duease has been asked to join the 
college ranks but his family always came 
first. Having married late at 35 and having his 
daughter at 37, he chose to be close to home 
and to her (Anne Taylor Duease Lindsey). 
And come May, the successful coach will add 
another title – grandfather. 

“About the second or third grade, my wife 
(Kim) and I talked and I said, ‘I want to be 
where she is. I don’t want to be on the road 
recruiting. I’m putting it all in God’s hands 
and when it’s time to leave I’ll leave.’ I’m 
very happy and by doing that I never wor-
ried about moving on because I knew God 
had me where he wanted me to be.”

The Indianola native, Richard Duease, 
got the state record for boys’ basketball wins 
back in the 2020 season, eclipsing Norris 
Ashley, who won 1,697 games at Coahoma 
County and Ingomar from 1969-2012. The 

Indianola Academy grad (1970), MDCC 
and Mississippi State alum noted that his 
growing up stomping grounds of Sunflower 
County made a huge impression on Duease 
and grounded him firmly in athletics and 
how to compete and how to coach. 

“I grew up in Indianola and my mother, 
Ina Duease, had a store there – Johnny’s 
Department Store. My dad ( John) had one 
in Belzoni, Johnny’s Army Store and my 
brother Johnny ran that store when my 
momma retired. I played all sports there 
had a great time as a young man growing up 
in Indianola at that time. There was noth-
ing like it,” Duease said.

With two courses in business shy of a de-
gree from MSU, Duease changed his major 
to PE because he didn’t want to go home to 
the two family businesses.

“I decided I wanted to coach and not go 
home to Indianola or Belzoni and work for 
my parents in their store,” he said. “That’s 
when I switched it over. I told my advisor, I 
wanted to coach. When I started out coach-
ing, I was teaching Business Law and stuff 
like that. Then I took over as AD (athletic di-
rector) 20 years ago but this past year I gave 
that up and I’m just coaching basketball.”

When he first started, he was more than 
a basketball coach and was a bit fiery on 
the sidelines.

“In Yazoo City, I was 22 years old and 
right out of Mississippi State and I coached 
every sport. I was offensive coordinator for 
high school football, I was the Head Coach 
for junior high football, junior high girls and 
junior high boys and varsity girls and varsi-

ty boys head basketball coach and I coached 
girl’s track. And I lost about 20 pounds that 
year,” Coach Duease said. “I probably got 
more technicals that year than I did my 
whole career.”

When he set the career win total for Mis-
sissippi in 2020, the humble coach deflected 
his success, “This record isn’t about me, 
it’s about the boys and girls I’ve coached 
and the coaches that have helped me over 
the years. It’s a team deal. They are just as 
much a part of this as I am. Hopefully, the 
Lord has a few more years for me.”

At Indianola High School and then In-
dianola Academy, Duease was coached by 
legends Charlie Wright in basketball and 
Bill McGuire in football. It was McGuire 
who made the biggest impression on him as a 
player that molded his coaching career. 

“He’s why I got in coaching,” Coach 
Duease said of Coach McGuire. “He 
was different. He was tough and very 
outgoing. He made me feel important. 
He made a lot of guys feel important 
but he made a lot of guys feel not so 
important. I think the key in coaching 
is that everybody doesn’t get treated 
the same. Not everybody can handle 
a ‘tail chewing.’ You have to recognize 
that early and you have to know how 
to motivate them. That’s something he 
did early and I tried to learn from him. 
Even to this day I’ll talk to him and visit 
and he knows how I feel about him.”

Coach McGuire recognized his tal-
ent early on.

“He had a lot of confidence himself 
and he was a great athlete. He didn’t 
look like one but he was a heck of an 
athlete,” Coach McGuire said. “He 
was a great basketball player, good 
baseball player and a durn good quar-
terback. He was my first quarterback 
as a head coach at Indianola High 

School. We named him ‘Big Due.’ He had 
an air of confidence about him and he had 
that smile. He got it done. If I had any influ-
ence on him becoming a coach, it was be-
cause he saw and understood how much I 
cared for it. Buddy, he’s done the same thing 
– plus. You’ve got to put yourself completely 
in it to be successful.”

Big Due’s other athletic influence was his 
older brother, Johnny.

“My dad was an older guy so my brother 
was the guy who really trained me to play 
all sports,” he said. “When Johnny was a se-
nior in high school, I was the manager and 
in the fifth grade. It was all win, you had 
to win. When they lost, I probably got more 
upset than they did.”

At Lee Academy, Duease coached girls’ 
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basketball for four years before getting 
back on the boys’ bench at MRA where he 
coached both but found another girls’ head 
coach as he serves as the school’s athletic di-
rector as well. 

“That’s why I left Lee, I wanted to coach 
boys again,” he said. “I was here for about 
11 years and became athletic director and 
coached boys and girls for about 19 years. 
Then I fired myself as girls’ basketball coach 
and just coached boys since then. That’s 
probably the reason I’m still coaching.”

The Hall of Fame Coach had his ath-
letic heroes growing up. Pistol Pete Mara-
vich and Bart Starr but a football injury at 
MDJC pre-empted his football career. 

“In high school I wore number 23 which 
was Pete’s number. I always wanted to be a 
pro player in something. I didn’t care, I loved 
all the sports. But I was just a good player in 
sports, I wasn’t a great player in sports. But 
sports are what I always loved,” he said. 

His high school position was wherever 
the ball was and “as Charlie Wright told me 
in the 10th grade and we were playing Le-
land and we started three sophomores, and I 
missed my first three shots so I quit shooting. 
Charlie Wright called a timeout and he said, 
‘Look, I don’t have you in the game for your 
defense. Shoot the ball. Well, he never had to 
tell me that again and that’s how I played.”

Looking back on his time at Mississippi 
Delta Junior College, Duease played foot-
ball, basketball and tennis. He started at 
quarterback mid-way through his freshman 
year against East Mississippi and had a good 
game. But he “tore his knee up” in practice 
the following week to end his season. His 
sophomore season was going well as starter 
for three games as quarterback and punter, 
then came the matchup against Itawamba.

“I rolled out and a guy hit me late and 
I broke my arm. That basically ended that 
and then I went to Mississippi State the sec-
ond semester,” he said. 

The Delta legend met another Delta leg-
end during his junior high basketball season 
– Archie Manning.

“He was a senior when I was in the ninth 
grade but he was our hero. Nobody could 
but everybody tried to emulate their games 
after him. Not just football but basketball, 
baseball and track. He did everything. I 
played five sports at Indianola and enjoyed 
them all but track,” he said. “They called 
my brother Mousie and he’s eight years old-
er than me so they called me Rat because I 
was bigger than he was. One day we were 
playing Drew in junior high and he came 
through the gym after practice and stopped 
and talked to me because I wore the same 
number as him in football. He was my hero.”

PEOPLE
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In gathering his 1,819 wins thus far, 
Coach Duease has had to adapt to the 
game’s changes but has always kept the fun-
damentals sharp. 

“We play hard-nosed man to man. The 
game has changed more offensively than 
defensively. Back in the day you ran a lot of 
sets (on offense) and you wanted to dictate 
where the players were supposed to be. Now 

the athletes have gotten to a point where you 
have to let them show their creativity and 
imagination. Now we try to throw over the 
top and outrun the teams to the other end. 
Then we attack immediately and if we can’t, 
we might run some sets. We may go five out 
motion or four in and one out. The speed 
of the game is what has really changed over 
the years. We’ve averaged 29 wins a year for 
38 years. It’s been pretty good.”

Duease’s players have gone onto D1, D2, 
D3 and JUCO schools but his “coaching 
tree” has blossomed and produced plenty of 
fruit. And there are plenty of other profes-
sions that have prospered due to Duease’s 
coaching and impact on young men’s lives.

“I’ve got a guy who’s an assistant at Texas, 
a guy at Southeast Louisiana. I’ve got a lot 
of guys in high school coaching who played 
for me,” he said. “And there are plenty of 
doctors and lawyers and others and they all 
love to take care of me.”

Like most coaches, Coach Duease doesn’t 
dwell too much on the success but the losses 
haunt him at times. 

“You sit back and think, ‘how did I lose 
that game? How did that happen? I just 
don’t think about the wins as much as I 

think about the losses and what I could have 
done better and put our team in a position 
to win.”

Looking over his career, he says, “The 
Lord has really blessed me and He’s given 
me a great job, a great family and a great 
town to live in.”

And on the area that molded him, he 
said, “those years in the 60s where I got to 
play sports and do other things was prob-
ably, I don’t know if I could have been in a 
better place in the country than Indianola, 
Mississippi at that time.”

Retirement isn’t a thought but the suc-
cessful coach knows when to call it a career.

“This is what I tell my wife, ‘Whenever 
I get tired of practicing, that’s when I’ll re-
tire.’ I really enjoy practice. I love the games 
but really enjoy practice. If my health stays 
and my eyesight stays where it should be, 
then I’ll coach as long as I can.”

There’s still the Naismith Hall of Fame 
and he’s still coaching and oh, he’s just 284 
wins shy of the all-time high school win re-
cord. And he’s still enjoying practice. Mis-
sissippi Sports Hall of Fame 2024 Class 
Member, MRA’s Boys Basketball Head 
Coach, Richard Duease.

PEOPLE
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Carlos Lloyd 
Local Owner

601.750.0190  
kitchentuneup.com

KTU Jackson, MS

Refacing l Redooring l Custom Cabinets
Original Tune-Up l Cabinet Painting

©2024 HFC KTU LLC. All Rights Reserved. Kitchen Tune-Up is a trademark of HFC KTU LLC and a 
Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.



NEWCOMER’S GUIDE 2024  |  13

MADISON COUNTY

REALTY 
SHOWCASE



14  |  MADISON COUNTY MAGAZINE

REALTY SHOWCASE

LAKE CAROLINE..................STARTING AT $175,000
CAROLINE POINTE

NEW LOTS
New Waterfront Lots available in premier gated community of Caroline 
Pointe in Lake Caroline!  Lake Caroline is a 3,000 acre community with 
resort style amenities that include an 11- acre park, boating, fishing on the 
second largest, private lake in Mississippi, and championship golf course. 
These lots are the last waterfront lots to be available in Caroline Pointe.  
Don’t miss this opportunity to build your dream home today!

POLLESPROPERTIES.COM

AMANDA POLLES | POLLES PROPERTIES
601-278-6871; 601-898-3364 

AMANDA@POLLESPROPERTIES.COM
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MADISON.......................................STARTING AT $80,000
WHITTINGTON

OPEN AND INVITING
The concept behind Whittington is different than other developments in 
Madison. We would like to elevate the level of design unity, to establish a 
pattern language for the development and have a common theme running 
throughout. All of the plans are between 2500 – 3500 sq. ft. By using any plan 
we can customize a home for you that will be unique and the desired size. 
These guidelines enable us to economize both time and cost in producing 
plans while keeping our common theme throughout. Custom plans will be 
allowed, as long as they are prepared by a licensed Architect and have gone 
through our Architectural review process. But, we will insist on consistency 
of elevation through material and detail.

POLLESPROPERTIES.COM

AMANDA POLLES | POLLES PROPERTIES
601-278-6871; 601-898-3364 

AMANDA@POLLESPROPERTIES.COM
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REALTY SHOWCASE

LAKE CAROLINE...................................................... $625,000
116 NORTHSHORE WAY

ON THE WATER
Welcome home to this beautiful Waterfront property on the main lake of Lake Caroline. 
It has so many wonderful features such as a double Boat slip, fully fenced in yard, extra 
concrete patio extending off your nice screened in porch. This lovely two story home 
features 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths (could be 4 bedrooms as it is currently being used as 
an office PLUS a large bonus room, hardwood floors, formal dining area, large chefs 
kitchen, plus amazing water views from the living room, breakfast area and master 
bedroom. Downstairs features your lovely primary bedroom and updated bathroom 
suite with a nice office with a large laundry room and nice dry bar area off the kitchen 
plus a half bathroom. Upstairs are two well sized bedrooms each having their own 
bathroom plus a large bonus room area. The attic is floored and walk in right off the 
stairs so this house has great storage. Schedule your showing today and don’t miss the 
waterfront dream home.

POLLESPROPERTIES.COM

AMANDA POLLES | POLLES PROPERTIES
601-278-6871; 601-898-3364 

AMANDA@POLLESPROPERTIES.COM
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LAKE CAROLINE.......................................................$737,000
100 HERONS BAY CIRCLE

ON THE WATER
Introducing this stunning new construction home that boasts an array of impressive 
features, perfect for modern living. Upon entering, you’ll be greeted by am entry foyer 
that leads to the spacious dining room, complete with elegant wood flooring that extends 
throughout the home. The living room features stunning cathedral ceilings that create a 
sense of openness and grandeur, while the outdoor fireplace is perfect for cozy evenings 
with family and friends.The upgraded kitchen is a chef’s dream, with top-of-the-line 
appliances, a large island, and a butler pantry with an ice maker and wine refrigerator. 
The adjacent drop zone provides easy access to the 3-car garage, which also includes an 
EV outlet for added convenience.The master suite is a true retreat, featuring a luxurious 
tub room with cathedral ceilings and a large closet with a passageway to the laundry 
room. The guestroom enjoys its own private bathroom, while the Jack and Jill bath 
provides easy access for the other bedrooms.Outdoors, you’ll find two back porches that 
overlook a breathtaking view on the big lake of Lake Caroline, perfect for entertaining 
or relaxing after a long day. The large backyard has ample space for a potential pool, 
while the boat slip provides easy access to the water.Other impressive features include a 
sprinkler system, wifi thermostat, wifi garage door opener, keypad entry deadbolt, and 
additional outside storage. Don’t wait to make your dreams of lakefront living a reality 
-call your Realtor toda

POLLESPROPERTIES.COM

AMANDA POLLES | POLLES PROPERTIES
601-278-6871; 601-898-3364 

AMANDA@POLLESPROPERTIES.COM
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TO DO

By Joe Dera

Flora Supper Club to host 
historic cigar night dinner
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TO DO

GEORGIA’S FAMED LIBERTY 
CIGAR COMPANY TO FEATURE 
PRESIDENTIAL FAVORITES 

Chef David Raines announced plans for the 
first Flora Supper Club Cigar Dinner. The spe-
cial event, scheduled for Wednesday, March 
6, will partner with J.T ( John) Adams and his 
much celebrated Liberty Cigar Company, with 
a special emphasis on President James Madison, 
Madison County’s namesake.

Chef Raines is planning a unique multi-course 
dinner reflective of Presidential favorites, with a 
special nod to President Madison. Mr. Adams 
will address the unique quality of each cigar in 
his Historical Series. While The Flora Supper 
Club is known for their pairing of wines with a 
gourmet menu, this evening will also include spe-
cial bourbon pairings with cigars.

Liberty Cigars, which are offered in differ-
ent historical series, pays homage to those great 
people who trod this ground before us. They 
have The Founders Series, which celebrates our 
founding fathers; The Washington Command-
ers Series containing the great general with 10 
of his commanders; The Presidential Series; The 
Naval Series and the forthcoming Marine Series. 
Each series comes by way of meticulously-craft-
ed, custom-blended premium cigars. Liberty 
started at the beginning of America’s history and 

will eventually make our way through all of our 
illustrious past. Presently, there are 100 different 
cigars with more to come! Each cigar has been 
created to match the personalities of those to 
whom we pay homage. Adams began by unpack-
ing their lives and ascertaining who they truly 
were, both physically and mentally - in short 
he revealed their essence. JT’s team then mir-
ror that in a carefully-crafted blend, made just 
for them. George Washington, for instance, was 
larger than life, which is why Liberty gave him 
such a big, bold cigar. His vitola (size and shape) 
is a Presidenté. Fitting for sure, as through his ac-
tions, he created the standard for what it means 
to be an American.

Washington as a very young man was forged 
in the heat of battle. This literal trial by fire in-
stilled in him the courageous and unassailable 
character which would prove indispensable to 
the budding American Republic. The Nicara-
guan Maduro Ligero leaf wrapper of the Wash-
ington is harvested from the top four or five rows 
of the tobacco plant which receive 150% more 
direct light than the rest of the plant. These up-
per leaves which draw their nutrients from the 
rich, jet black volcanic soil, bask in the intense 
Central American sunlight, infusing in them a 
bold and rugged character. JT chose this par-
ticular Ligero leaf wrapper as George Wash-
ington, like the leaf, was born of fire and always 
to be found in the searing spotlight. It perfectly 
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represents his willingness to take on the intense, 
relentless heat which accompanied America’s 
herculean fight for liberty. 

The Connecticut Broadleaf binder, also a sun 
drenched tobacco, produces a rich, complex, 
almost muscular flavor. It imparts such rugged 
notes as leather, earth and steel. These flavor pro-
files remind one of the very essence of a soldier at 
war. The wrapper and binder are complimented 
by an exquisite blend of Dominican and Nicara-
guan filler. The longleaf filler reflects the inner 
Washington — a thoughtful and sophisticated 
soul which served to refine and direct the bolder 
and more rugged aspects of his nature. Each and 
every cigar Liberty makes honors its namesake 
in the same thoughtful way. James Madison was 
diminutive in size, about 5’4” and 100 pounds. 
He was at once both unassuming and brimming 
with unbridled genius. Thus we created a ro-

busto with a mild disposition to match his own, 
but which reveals a rich and abiding flavor the 
more you enjoy it. The Adams boys, John and 
Sam, were both given torpedos as they were al-
ways first into the breach! The flavor profiles are 
bold as well. March will commemorate President 
Madison’s 273rd Birthday and the 196th An-
niversary of the founding of Madison County. 
What better way to celebrate?

If you’re a cigar and bourbon aficionado or 
want to surprise someone with a great  birthday 
or anniversary gift, this is your night. Each guest 
will be offered a complimentary cigar from the 
Liberty historic series as part of a dinner reser-
vation with the option of purchasing additional 
cigars. For reservations and additional infor-
mation please contact Anne Marie Smith at: 
annemarie@makeitraines.com

TO DO
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In 1828, nine years after Mississippi was 
admitted into the United States, Madi-
son County was established as Missis-

sippi’s 23rd county. Named after President 
James Madison, this county has a rich 
legacy of community living, economic de-
velopment, and natural beauty. To this day, 
Madison County is still one of the most ro-
bust and lively places to live in Mississippi.

With a population of approximately 
109,000, Madison County remains one of 
the fastest-growing counties in the state. 
Home to over 20 public schools and a dozen 
private/parochial schools, Madison Coun-
ty is known for its excellence in academic 
achievements. 

Supported by various Chambers of Com-
merce and the Madison County Business 

MADISON
COUNTY

On June 17, 1905, Henry Klaas, John Kehle, 
Valentine Fitsch, Peter Schmidt and Joseph 
Weilandt, German descendents from Klaas-
ville, Indiana, purchased farmland from the 
Highland Colony Company at Calhoun, Mis-
sissippi. Total cost was $22,000. Optimistically, 
they changed the name of the community to 
Gluckstadt (Lucky City). In the fall, nine fami-
lies moved their household furnishings, farm 
implements and livestock to the South in Illinois 
Central Railroad “immigrant cars.” Over the 
winter they worked to build new homes and 
clear land in preparation for the spring planting.

Other German-American families who 
joined the growing community included 
Henry Aulenbrock, John A. Minninger, Peter 
Miller, Joseph Haas, Anthony Weisenberger, 
Peter Endris, and Peter Minninger.

In 2021, the city incorporated to become 
Mississippi’s newest city. 

GLUCKSTADT CITY HALL | 343 Distribution Drive • Madison, MS 39110 • 769-567-2306 MAYOR | Walter Morrison 
POLICE DEPARTMENT | (769) 567-2313 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT | (769) 567-2306 
GLUCKSTADT MADISON BUSINESS ALIANCE | https://www.gluckstadtba.com

GLUCKSTADT

League & Foundation, Madison County 
provides an excellent atmosphere to raise a 
family and build a community. 

While maintaining a boisterous social cal-
endar, Madison County is one of the largest 
economic powerhouses in Mississippi. Shop-
ping centers such as Renaissance at Colony 
Park, Township at Colony Park, Northpark, 
Grandview, and Colony Crossing provide 
both job opportunities as well as excellent 
shopping opportunities for Madison County 
residents and visitors.

Madison County is also home to one 
of the largest automotive plants in North 
America with the Nissan Canton Automo-
tive Plant. In addition, Amazon opened a 
new warehouse and distribution facility in 
2022.
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Much like the county, the City of Madison was named for 
President James Madison. Originally a small railroad junction 
in 1856, Madison has since developed into some of Mississippi’s 
most increasingly valuable  real estate. With a population of 
approximately 27,747 and growing steadily, Madison is a 
flourishing city. Thanks to a boom of population growth in the 
’90s, the city limits of Madison were expanded in the late 2000s. 
Madison is known for its uniform commercial  architecture, 
which gives the city a beautifully unique look. Madison 
continues to see economic and commercial growth as new 
businesses steadily move to the city. With expanding shopping 
centers such as Grandview Drive. Colony Crossing, and the 
Old Madison Station District, Madison continues to see growth 
and revenue. In fact, Madison has the highest rate of income 
for cities in Mississippi. High-performing schools like Madison 
Central High School and lovely public spaces for families and 
youth like Liberty Park make Madison one of the best, family-
friendly and safest locations to raise a family in the state of 
Mississippi. Madison was recognized as Mississippi’s safest city 
in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022. 

Though once a simple farm town that specialized in strawberries and pears, Ridge-
land’s socio-economic base has shifted to a thriving suburban area within the last 200 
years while still maintaining its naturalistic charm. Ridgeland boasts one of the fast-
est-growing areas in Mississippi, proving a bustling home to various shopping centers, 
restaurants, and attractions. C Spire Wireless, sixth largest wireless provider in the 
United States, is based in Ridgeland. New ventures arrive every day. Commercial hubs 
like The Renaissance at Colony Park, Northpark Mall, and the Township will meet 
any shopping needs, whether you are looking for clothing, food, books, or electronics. 
Ridgeland is also home to various thriving restaurants. Biaggi’s fills the stomach look-
ing for Italian, the Cock of the Walk is everyone’s destination for good fried catfish, and 
Trace Grill makes the best burgers in town. Like spending time outdoors? Ridgeland 
is famous for its efforts to create a biker-friendly town where multi-use and bike trails 
wind through the city and the Natchez Trace. If you’re looking for recreational parks 
and various outdoor attractions, Ridgeland has those too. Spend your weekends biking 
down the Natchez Trace or take your boat out on the Ross Barnett Reservoir, where 
yearly fun-filled family events like Pepsi Pops take place. Ridgeland is also home to the 
Mississippi Craft Center, which was named the 2010 Travel Attraction of the Year by 
Mississippi Tourism Association. With a population approaching 25,000, Ridgeland is 
one of the most thriving cities in all of Mississippi. 

CITY HALL | 1004 Madison Avenue • Madison, MS 39110 • (601) 856-7116 MAYOR | Mary Hawkins Butler POLICE DEPARTMENT | (601) 856-6111 
FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS | (601) 853-2552 MADISON PUBLIC LIBRARY | (601) 856-2749 PARKS & RECREATION | (601) 853-9109 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT | (601) 856-8953 MADISON THE CITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  | (601) 856-7060

RIDGELAND CITY HALL | 304 Highway 51 • Ridgeland, MS 39157 • (601) 856-7113 MAYOR | Gene McGee POLICE DEPARTMENT | (601) 856-2121 
FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS | (601) 856-7004 RIDGELAND PUBLIC LIBRARY | (601) 856-4536 PARKS & RECREATION | (601) 853-2011
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT | (601) 853-2027 RIDGELAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | (601) 991-9996

RIDGELAND

MADISON
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CITY HALL 226 East Peace Street • Canton, MS 39046 • (601) 859-4331 MAYOR | Dr. William Truly POLICE DEPARTMENT | (601) 859-2121
FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS | (601) 859-3112 CANTON PUBLIC LIBRARY | (601) 859-3202 PARKS & RECREATION | (601) 859-4358
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT | (601) 859-3245 CANTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | (601) 407-6166

CITY HALL 168 Carter St. • Flora, MS 39071• (601) 879-8686 MAYOR | Les Childress POLICE DEPARTMENT | (601) 879-8686 
FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS | (601) 879-9292 FLORA PUBLIC LIBRARY | (601) 879-8835 PARKS & RECREATION | (601) 879-8686
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT | (601) 879-8686 FLORA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | (601) 879-9376

If you have been to Canton, you know it holds a Southern 
grace that few towns can mimic. Many films have tried to cap-
ture its aesthetic on camera, like “My Dog Skip,” “A Time to 
Kill,” and “O Brother Where Art Thou”. While Hollywood stars 
come to Canton to film their masterpieces, Canton is locally 
known as the county seat of Madison County. Also known for 
its traditional Georgian architecture, much of Canton has been 
listed on the National Register for Historic Places. During the 
Civil War, Canton saw many Confederate wounded and thusly 
has a notable Confederate cemetery. Another historical monu-
ment from the past is the Canton Courthouse, which survived 
the Civil War intact. Built in 1838, the Canton Courthouse is one 
of the only pre-Civil War courthouses still in operation. Today, 
Canton is a picturesque city with traditions that pull people from 
all over, such as the bi-annual Canton Flea Market. Held on the 
second Thursday in May and October. Canton’s Flea Market is 
renowned within the South. Another event for which Canton is 
well-known is its Victorian Christmas Festival. Canton Square is 
lit up with Christmas lights, blow-up Santas, and carolers from 
miles around. Shops sell hot chocolate to the crowds and horse-
drawn carriages carry children and adults alike through the glit-
tering festivities. Canton is where you can find history, modernity, 
and festivities all under the same magnolia trees.

Ask anyone from Flora and they’ll tell you, “we’re 20 minutes from everywhere,” providing 
everywhere includes Madison, Clinton, Jackson,  Bentonia, Livingston, Gluckstadt, Yazoo and 
Canton. Originally a turn of the century agricultural community known for cotton, Flora has 
reinvented itself in the last few years as Mississippi’s definitive farm-to-table community. In the 
center of town you will find Salad Days hydroponic farm and Two Dogs traditional truck farm. 
The town is home to the much-celebrated Flora Butcher, where you will find locally-sourced 
poultry, pork, lamb and prized American Wagyu Beef. They also carry prime Angus and Japa-
nese A5 Wagyu. Pizza lovers will love delicious New York style tomato pies and cold beer at the 
popular Railroad Pizza. Bill’s Creole & Steak Depot satisfies cravings for a smokey ribeye and 
crawfish. Fine wines and rare spirits can be had Raines Cellars where the tasting bar is always 
open. The Finish Line Sports bar is ideal for watching the big game. For gifts and gourmet coffee 
or smoothies its the Cotton & Tumbleweed. For some tunes after hitting one of the many local 
eateries, stroll over to the 18 Eighty Six Tavern. The Blue Rooster is the place to be for a great 
breakfast or a gourmet burger.  The farm-to-table community wouldn’t be complete without a 
great florist and Flora has Wisteria Lane Florist & Gifts. Young women’s apparel and formal con-
signments can be found at Flora Proper. For the ultimate food and wine pairing in an intimate 
setting prepared by Michelin-trained Chef David Raines, the popular Flora Supper Club will 
leave you in awe. All of the aforementioned are all within walking distance of each other. So pop 
by, park the car and stroll the picturesque town of Flora which is 20 minutes from everywhere.

CANTON

FLORA
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OUT &
ABOUT

CANTON MOVIE MUSEUM: 

Revisit the thrilling and astonishing moments from unfor-
gettable films like “A Time to Kill” and “My Dog Skip” in 
this Hollywood-esque experience. Be sure to make an ap-
pointment with Canton Tourism before you go!

ROSS BARNETT RESERVOIR: 

Looking for fun on the water? The Reservoir, named for 
Governor Ross R. Barnett, has boats, picnics, disk golf and 
the Cock of the Walk for your enjoyment. 

MISSISSIPPI PETRIFIED FOREST: 

A National Natural Landmark, the Petrified Forest is 
Flora’s collection of petrified logs or “stone giants” created 
over hundreds of years and viewable for anyone looking to 
step outside and learn about Mississippi’s natural history.

NATCHEZ TRACE PARKWAY: 

Running from Natchez to Nashville, this road was once a 
path travelled by Native Americans and fur traders — now 
it provides a scenic drive through magnificent trees. Trails 
for bikers and joggers accompany the road, making it an 
all-access trip.

MISSISSIPPI SPORTS HALL OF FAME: 

This hall of fame celebrates the many accomplished ath-
letes who call Mississippi home. From basketball and foot-
ball to golf, professional and local, this museum covers 
them all. 

MISSISSIPPI CRAFT CENTER: 

The Craftsmen Guild of Mississippi has brought an appre-
ciation of regional crafts to Madison County through the 
Craft Center, working to preserve, promote, market, edu-
cate, and encourage local artistry.

JACKSON ZOO: 

Looking for outdoor fun? Look no further than the Jackson 
Zoo, where giraffes, otters, cougars, snakes and other wild 
animals thrive. Take a walk through the jungle to see the 
monkeys or step inside to view the reptiles. The Jackson 
Zoo brings you wild animal fun while also providing edu-
cation on wildlife conservation and care. 
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MISSISSIPPI CHILDREN’S MUSEUM: 

One of the newest attractions to join this list is the Chil-
dren’s Museum, where children have 20,000 square feet 
of educational and interactive features and games to keep 
them entertained. 

EUDORA WELTY HOUSE & GARDENS: 

The famous Mississippian author’s home is a step back into 
the world of Eudora Welty’s beloved books. This National 
Historic Landmark provides you with a glimpse of what 
Eudora Welty’s life was like as well as the chance to stroll 
through her picturesque gardens. 

TWO MISSISSIPPI MUSEUMS: 

Jackson’s newest museums opened in December 2017 and 
include The Museum of Mississippi History and the Missis-
sippi Civil Rights Museum. The interconnected museums 
will take visitors through the sweep of Mississippi history 
and the state’s role as ground zero in the U.S. Civil Rights 
Movement. 
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Madison County is home to two 
public school districts. The 
Madison County School District 

is one of the fastest-growing, top-rated dis-
tricts in the state. With more than 13,000 
students, it is the fifth-largest school district 
in the state of Mississippi. Madison County 
Schools district is one of the highest-scoring 
county school districts in Mississippi to 
achieve an “A” rating based on the state-
wide accountability model. 

Their motto is “Madison County 
Schools: Mark of Excellence!” They are 
strongly committed to offering a challeng-
ing education, and that commitment is very 
evident in the programs and opportunities 
available to our children. Their goal is not 
only to help each child reach his or her full-
est potential but also for each child to excel. 
They strive to maintain open lines of com-
munication between our district and the 
public we serve. 

The Superintendent of the Madison 
County School District is Charlotte Seals.

Madison County is home to two pub-

lic school districts. The Madison County 
School District is one of the fastest-growing, 
top-rated districts in the state. With more 
than 13,000 students, it is the fifth-largest 
school district in the state of Mississippi. 
Madison County Schools is one of the high-
est-scoring county school districts in Missis-
sippi to achieve an “A” rating based on the 
statewide accountability model. 

Their motto is “Madison County 
Schools: Mark of Excellence!” They are 
strongly committed to offering a challeng-
ing education, and that commitment is very 
evident in the programs and opportunities 
available to our children. Their goal is not 
only to help each child reach his or her full-
est potential but also for each child to excel. 
They strive to maintain open lines of com-
munication between our district and the 
public we serve. 

The Superintendent of the Madison 
County School District is Charlotte Seals.

The Canton Public School District em-
bodies a tradition of academic excellence, 
which drives the success of each of its more 

than 3,500 students. The mission of the 
Canton Public School District, with the full 
participation of parents and the community, 
is to enable all students to become analytical 
thinkers, self-directed lifelong learners, and 
effective communicators. The district’s goal 
is to prepare students to continue their edu-
cation and/or to enter the global workplace 
and to participate in society as responsible 
citizens. Recognizing that children are the 
community’s greatest asset and value, the 
district invites parents and the community 
to join with schools in serving as a perpet-
ual bridge for the development of students’ 
character. Further, the district believes it 
takes all parties working together toward 
the enhancement of students’ ability to mas-
ter data, interpret knowledge, and apply the 
practical principles of their mastery. Canton 
Public School District leaders fulfill the dis-
trict’s mission of “Elevating Minds and Em-
powering Possibilities” by working together. 
“Together Tigers Win!”

The Superintendent of the Canton Public 
School District is Gary P. Hannah.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
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HIGH SCHOOLS: 

MADISON CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
1417 Highland Colony Parkway 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 856-7121 
Principal Dr. Teague Burchfield 

GERMANTOWN HIGH SCHOOL 
200 Calhoun Parkway 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 859-6150 
Principal Cody Zumbro 

RIDGELAND HIGH SCHOOL 
586 Sunnybrook Road 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
(601) 898-5023 
Principal Crystal Chase 

ROSA SCOTT 
200 Crawford Street 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 605-0054
Principal Dr. Kim Brewer

VELMA JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL 
2000 Loring Road 
Camden, MS 39045 
(601) 468-2531 
Principal Perry Green
 

MIDDLE SCHOOLS: 

GERMANTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
202 Calhoun Parkway 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 859-0376 
Principal Chris Perritt 

SHIRLEY D. SIMMONS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
820 Sulphur Springs Road 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 855-2406 
Principal Thomas F. Adams 

MADISON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
1365 Mannsdale Road 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 605-4171 
Principal Doug Jones 

OLD TOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
210 Sunnybrook Road 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
(601) 898-8730 
Principal Levi Robinson 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS:
 
CAMDEN ELEMENTARY 
4784 Hwy 43 North 
Camden, MS 39045 
(662) 468-2833 
Principal Dr. Fannie Green 

EAST FLORA ELEMENTARY 
759 Hwy 22 East
Flora, MS 39045 
601-879-8724 
Principal Dr. Marsha Peeples
 

HIGHLAND ELEMENTARY 
330 Brame Road 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
(601) 853-8103 
Principal Serenity Luckett 

MADISON STATION ELEMENTARY 
261 Reunion Parkway 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 856-6246 
Principal Kara Davis
 
MADISON CROSSING SCHOOL 
300 Yandell Road 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 898-7710 
Principal Dr. Debra Houghton
 
MANNSDALE ELEMENTARY 
443 Mannsdale Road 
Madison, MS 39110
 (601) 879-0309 
Principal Dr. Emily Mulhollen 

MANNSDALE UPPER ELEMENTARY 
371 Mannsdale Road 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 879-3433 
Principal Dr. Nicole Cockrell 

ANN SMITH ELEMENTARY 
306 Pear Orchard Drive 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
(601) 856-6621 
Principal Karen Harness 

MADISON AVENUE ELEMENTARY 
1199 Madison Avenue 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 856-2951 
Principal Dr. Melissa Philley 

MADISON AVENUE UPPER ELEMENTARY 
1209 Madison Avenue 
Madison, MS 39110 
(601) 856-6609 
Principal Brittany Hammett
 
LUTHER BRANSON ELEMENTARY 
3903 Hwy 16 East 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 859-2743 
Principal Ranata Johnson

OTHER: 

MADISON CAREER & TECHNICAL CENTER 
1633 West Peace Street Canton, MS 39054 
601-859-6847 
Principal Dr. Nason Lollar
 
ACADEMIC OPTIONS CENTER 
1633 West Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39045 
(601) 859-0367 
Principal Jason Young

MADISON PUBLIC SCHOOLS CANTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS 

CANTON HIGH SCHOOL 
634 Finney Road 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 859-5325 
Principal Dr. Pamela Self 

NINTH GRADE: 

CANTON NINTH GRADE ACADEMY 
634 Finney Rd 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 859-3866 
Principal Kari Johnson 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HUEY L. PORTER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
551 Finney Road 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 407-1820 
Principal Henry Doyle 

NICHOLS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
529 N. Mace Street 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 859-3741
Principal Monica McGhee

ELEMENTARY 

CANTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
740 East Academy Street 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 859-2400 
Principal Shalondia Washington 

GOODLOE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
551 Finney Road 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 407-1809 
Principal Marsha Warfield

MCNEAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
364 Martin Luther King Drive 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 850-3654 
Principal Kara Paige

REUBEN B. MYERS CANTON SCHOOL OF 
ARTS & SCIENCES 357 OLD YAZOO
Road Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 855-7819 
Principal Alphia Myers 

OTHER 

CANTON CAREER CENTER 
487 N. Union Extension 
Canton, MS 39046 
(601) 859-3984 Director Michael Ellis

CANTON EDUCATIONAL SERVICES CENTER 
529 mace Street
Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-5010 
Principal Koche Anderson 
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St. Joseph Catholic School offers a college preparatory curriculum to a diverse 
community of students in grades 7-12, committed to academic excellence and 
the values taught by Jesus Christ. We offer 20 varsity sports, a top-notch fine 
arts program, and boast the only high school on-campus radio station in the 
Jackson area. We are proud to have multiple teachers who have been honored 
with national awards of excellence. Founded in 1870 by the Sisters of Mercy, 
Saint Joseph is the only Catholic secondary school serving the Jackson metro 
area. For more information, call 601-898-4800 or visit www.stjoebruins.com. 
Catch the spirit at St. Joe! 

Dena Kinsey | Principal 

308 New Mannsdale Road | Madison, Mississippi 39110 | (601) 898-4800 

St. Anthony, established in 2009, serves approximately 250 students in Pre-K4 
through 6th grades. STEM activities are enhanced by integration of the arts 
and religion to create our unique STREAM Program. Arts are viewed as a 
vehicle for creative thinking and problem-solving as well as having intrinsic 
value on their own. Students are inspired to be critical thinkers, innovative 
problem-solvers, and effective communicators. Spiritual growth is empha-
sized, and students are encouraged to put their knowledge and talents to use 
in service to others.

Anne Cowger | Principal
 
1585 New Mannsdale Road | Madison, Mississippi 39110 | (601) 607-7054

This college preparatory school was founded in 1969 and is one of the highest 
performing schools within the Mississippi Association of Independent Schools. 
It is a devoted Christian Institution. The school may have 1,390 students in 
grades K3-12th, but it boasts a student-to-faculty ratio of 9:1. It is a 6A school 
with multiple championship teams in boys’ football, basketball, track, archery, 
swim, girls’ cross country, and varsity dance.  

Termie Land | Head of School 
Greg Self | Associate Head of School 

7601 Old Canton Road | Madison, Mississippi 39110 | (601) 856-4455

       

With the Foundations to 4th-grade campus located on Old Canton Road in 
Jackson and the 5th through 12th-grade campus on Old Agency Road in 
Ridgeland, St. Andrew’s is seemingly in two places at once. This College Pre-
paratory School was established in 1947 and boasts the highest number of AP 
Scholars in the entire state. Through recent capital campaigns, it continuously 
builds up its campuses to best provide for its current and future generation of 
students. Recent additions include an Early Childhood Center, Athletics and 
Recreation Center, Chapel, and newly renovated classrooms on both cam-
puses.
 
Kevin Lewis | Head of School
 
South Campus Foundations to Grade 4
4120 Old Canton Road | Jackson, Mississippi 39216 | (601) 987-9300
 
North Campus Grades 5 to 12
370 Old Agency Road | Ridgeland, Mississippi 39157 | (601) 853-6000

PRIVATE & 
PAROCHIAL 

SCHOOLS

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL 
SCHOOL: 

MADISON RIDGELAND 
ACADEMY:

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL: 

ST. ANTHONY CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL:
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612
National Merit 
Semifinalists

310 
state athletic

championships 

100%
college

matriculation 

OUROUR

Tracie Mallard, Director of Admission
jacksonprep.net I 601.939.8611
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St. Richard Catholic School was established in 1953 and is a feeder elementary 
school for St. Joseph in Madison. It has about 334 students from grades PK-3 
to 6th grade and is directly connected to St. Richard Catholic Church, one of 
the largest Catholic churches in the metro Jackson area. The school is right 
off I-55 South in Jackson, close to Fondren and even closer to Highland Vil-
lage. The school provides academically challenges courses in a safe, Catholic 
environment. 

Russ Nelson | Principal 

100 Holly Drive | Jackson, Mississippi 39206 | (601) 366-1157

This Presbyterian School was formed in 2002, branching off Pear Orchard 
Presbyterian Church. It has 395 students from grades PK through 8th grade 
and a 20:1 student-teacher ratio. They are part of the Mississippi Association 
for Independent Schools and have devoted athletic and spiritually centered 
academic programs. It has been committed to excellence and Christ for the 
last 20 years and will continue to do so in the future. It will also be expanding 
in the fall of 2023 to include 9th-12th grade. 

Cathy Haynie | Head of School 

752 South Pear Orchard Street | Ridgeland, Mississippi 39157 | (601) 978-2272

Located on Ridgewood Road in Jackson, Jackson Academy is centrally lo-
cated in the metropolitan area to provide convenient access for families living 
in Madison, Rankin, Hinds and adjoining counties. Established in 1959 as a 
school designed to teach accelerated learning and reading by phonics, JA is 
now one of Mississippi’s largest independent schools, serving more than 1,200 
students from grades K3-12. This college preparatory school not only provides 
an academically challenging curriculum but premier sports programs as a part 
of the Mississippi Association for Independent Schools. The JA experience 
combines top-level academics and all-around character development to shape 
well-rounded people with bright minds and good hearts.

Palmer Kennedy | Head of School 

4908 Ridgewood Road | Jackson, Mississippi 39211 | (601) 362-9676

This school serves grades 5-12 is the Jackson-metro premier preparatory 
school. Since its establishment in 1970, it has produced the most National 
Merit Semifinalists of any school in the state of Mississippi — public or pri-
vate. Touting a championship athletic tradition, award-winning visual and 
performing arts, and academic excellence, students at Jackson Prep gradu-
ate with a well-rounded experience that has prepared them for success at the 
college level. 95% of our seniors attract merit-based scholarships, and 100% 
matriculate to colleges and universities throughout the world. Our keystone 
college counseling program’s motto is “you can go anywhere from here.” Jack-
son Prep has plans for expansion to all elementary grades in Fall 2023.

Lawrence M. Coco | Head of School 

3100 Lakeland Drive | Flowood, Mississippi 39232 | (601) 939-8611

FPDS is located in the heart of Jackson and was opened in 1965 by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Jackson. This school provides a Christian education to 
its approximately 650 students from K3 to sixth grade. FPDS is accredited by 
the Mississippi Association of Independent Schools and the Southern Associa-
tion of Independent Schools. The mission of First Presbyterian Day School is 
to plant seeds of Christlikeness, pursue academic excellence, and to prepare 
hearts for future service in their homes, churches, and professions. 

Brian T. Smith | Head of School 

1390 N. State Street | Jackson, Mississippi 39202 | (601) 355-1731

Canton Academy is an independent Christian school located just a step away 
from the hustle and bustle of the Jackson metro area, hailed for years as Madi-
son County’s “hidden gem.” CA, a few minutes north of Madison, takes pride 
in its family atmosphere and low student-teacher ratio. Aside from well-known 
and respected athletic programs, Canton Academy offers weekly chapel pro-
grams (K3-12th), a stellar elementary music program, sought-after high school 
Life Skills class, top-notch art instruction, and a traditional learning environ-
ment unmatched in today’s schools. Canton Academy is accredited by the Mis-
sissippi Association for Independent Schools (MAIS) and is considered a “best 
value” among area independent schools. 

Ryan Laster | Head of School

1 Nancy Drive | Canton, Mississippi 39046 | (601) 859-5231

This school was established in 1970 and provides instruction to students in 
PK3 through 12th grade. It utilizes the BJU program. There are courses on 
the Bible, accounting, sociology, speech and creative writing, which all help 
to provide a foundation education on a collegians level. They also have strong 
athletics, with a baseball team that won the 2A state championship in 2016 and 
won softball and football championships in 2021. 

Steve Flemming | Headmaster 

400 Cox Ferry Road | Flora, Mississippi 39071 | (601) 879-8517 

Established in 2013, this school hopes your child will begin their educational 
journey where purposeful learning ignites a lifelong passion for knowledge. 
With grades PK through 6th grade, the school has roughly 30 students. The 
school believes that every individual is born with not only the desire to learn 
but also unlimited potential. The Montessori Academy is an inclusive, joyful 
community that fosters self-discovery. It inspires children to embrace and chal-
lenge the world with compassion, resilience, and courage. 

Joyce Moxley | Head of School

1525 Lelia Drive | Jackson, Mississippi 39216 | (601) 345-1431

ST. RICHARD
CATHOLIC SCHOOL:

CHRIST COVENANT 
SCHOOL: 

JACKSON 
ACADEMY:

JACKSON PREPARATORY 
SCHOOL: THE MONTESSORI 

ACADEMY OF JACKSON:

TRI-COUNTY 
ACADEMY: 

CANTON 
ACADEMY: 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN DAY 
SCHOOL: 
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HIGHER 
EDUCATION

HOLMES COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Originally meant to focus on agriculture, Holmes Community 
College has come a long way from its Goodman roots, now featur-
ing campuses in Ridgeland and Grenada. Starting off as a high 
school in 1911, it officially transitioned from a junior college to a 
community college in the 1989 school year. It allows students to 
earn associate of arts degrees, certificates, and/or transferability 
into four-year institutions such as Mississippi State in Starkville or 
the University of Mississippi in Oxford. Students who even score a 
20 or higher on the ACT can qualify for a full-tuition scholarship. 

Dr. Jim Haffey | President 

412 West Ridgeland Avenue 
Ridgeland, MS 39157 
601-856-5400 

BELHAVEN UNIVERSITY

Founded in 1883, Belhaven is a Christian college offering 70 ar-
eas of study for its academic majors and concentrations, as well 
as a plethora of Master’s Degree Programs. Its science curriculum 
is one of only two Christian universities recognized by the White 
House STEM initiative. It is one of only 36 universities nation-
ally accredited in each of the major arts — music, theatre, visual 
art and dance. It also has 15 NCAA Division 3 sports teams. All 
subjects are taught from a Christian Worldview perspective with 
an intended mission for its students to serve Jesus Christ in their 
career, personal relationships, and in the world at large.

Dr. Roger Parrot | President 

1500 Peachtree Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202 
601-968-5940 

MILLSAPS COLLEGE  

Millsaps College, founded in 1890, is one of the most prestigious 
colleges in the metro, turning out Rhodes scholars and having 
double the national acceptance rate for students going into medical 
school. This United Methodist-affiliated institution is also known 
for its writing program, with a yearly writing workshop in July 
(McMullans Young Writers Workshop or MYWW) that attracts 
high school students from around the southeastern United States. 
The school boasts a 9:1 student to teacher ratio and an average 
class size of 14 students, with all courses being taught at the honors 
level. It has 18 NCAA Division 3 Athletics. 

Keith Dunn | President 

1701 North State Street 
Jackson, Mississippi 39210 
601-974-1000 



NEWCOMER’S GUIDE 2024  |  43

TOUGALOO COLLEGE

Tougaloo College is an institution just south of Ridgeland and 2 miles west 
of the Northpark Mall. It is ranked as one of the best colleges in the South-
eastern United States by the Princeton Review and US News and World 
Report. It is also ranked as one of the Best Historically Black institutions 
in the country. It has historically churned out over 40 percent of Missis-
sippi’s African American attorneys and educators. The college also offers 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees in 29 majors in the areas 
of education, humanities, social science and natural science. It boasts a 
student-to-faculty ratio of 15:1 and has a diverse faculty who 70 percent 
hold terminal degrees in their fields.

Dr. Donzell Lee | President 

500 West County Line Road 
Tougaloo, Mississippi 39174 
601-977-7700 

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE

Founded in 1826, Mississippi College is the oldest institution of higher learning 
in Mississippi and the second-oldest Baptist college in the United States. The first 
coeducational college in America to grant degrees to women, MC is a Christian 
university known for academic excellence and commitment to the cause of Christ. 
MC offers more than 80 undergraduate majors, more than 50 graduate areas of 
study, three doctoral programs, a law school, and one of the state’s finest physician 
assistant programs.

Dr. Blake Thompson | President 

200 South Capitol Street 
Clinton, Mississippi 39056 
601-925-3000
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HEALTHCARE

BAPTIST HEALTH SYSTEMS

Back in 1908, two area physicians converted a home into 
the first hospital in Jackson. Today, 111 years later, it has 
grown from a two-doctor clinic to a hospital with over 560 
staffed beds, multiple clinics, and other affiliated hospi-
tals throughout the state. It is a hospital that delivers its 
superior services within a Christian environment. It re-
ceives patients not just from all 82 counties but from all 50 
states, including the District of Columbia. The Hospital 
has over 3000 employees, approximately 535 physicians, 
and around 100 volunteers. In 2016, Baptist Healthplex 
earned the top 2% in the Nation in Patient experience 
award. As a part of Baptist Health systems, The Madison 
Health-plex performance training center is in Madison 
off Highway 463 and Highland Colony Parkway. The 
Orthopedic Center and Mississippi Sports Medicine has 
clinical space inside of the facility, and physical therapy is 
provided. Despite which location you go to, Baptist Health 
stems offers a patient portal that allows patients to review 
their medical history and record online.

Baptist Health Systems 
1225 North State Street | Jackson, Mississippi 39202
(601) 958-1000

Madison Heathplex Performance Center
501 Baptist Drive | Madison, Mississippi 39110 
(601) 856-7757

MERIT HEALTH MADISON

Merit Health Madison is conveniently located right off I-55 Exit 118 B in Can-
ton. The 113,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility was opened in 2011. It 
has approximately 67 staffed beds and offers 24/7 emergency care, labor and 
delivery, surgery, orthopedics, intensive care, neurology, and a plethora of out-
patient procedures. It is known for its superior care, and it was recognized as 
Hospital of the Year in 2021 by the Mississippi Nurses Association. There are 
other Merit Health locations in the metro area; one in Jackson, Flowood, and 
Clinton. There is an additional women’s hospital in Flowood, and it is the only 
women’s hospital exclusively for women in the state of Mississippi. The Hospital 
is best known for its convenient care and its fast ER service times.

Merit Health Internal Medicine (Madison)
163 River Oaks Drive Suite 201 | Canton, Mississippi 39046 | (601) 855-4717

Merit Health Central 
1850 Chadwick Drive | Jackson, Mississippi 39204 | (601) 376-1000

Merit Health Bariatrics 
1040 River Oaks Drive Suite 304 | Flowood, Mississippi 39232 | (601) 936-1170

Merit Health Woman’s Hospital
1026 North Flowood Drive | Flowood, Mississippi 39232 | (601) 932-1000

Merit Health Cardiovascular Care
732 Clinton Parkway | Clinton, Mississippi 39056 | (601) 376-1394
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ST. DOMINIC’S HOSPITAL 

This hospital was established in 1946 after the ar-
rival of 7 Dominican Sisters from Springfield, Illi-
nois, to assume operation of the Jackson Infirmary. 
In May of 1954, a new hospital was built on top of 
a Hill on Lakeland Drive, where it still is today. St. 
Dominic’s is known for its Cancer center and the 
Mississippi Heart Institute. The hospital has 571 
beds staffed with roughly 3,000 employees and near-
ly 500 physicians and specialists. It was ranked the 
No. 1 Hospital in the Jackson Metro Area by Health 
Grove. Outside of the Hospital, there are MEA med-
ical clinics (A Part of Saint Dominic’s) all around the 
Jackson Metro Area. It makes sure that healing min-
istry is available to all its patients through the guid-
ance of the Catholic Church. They were the first to 
develop a continuing care retirement community in 
the state of Mississippi with St. Catherine’s Village in 
Madison. Using compassionate care grounded in the 
Christian Faith and technology, St. Dominic’s strives 
to provide competent care for those in the Jackson 
Metro Area and Beyond.

St. Dominic’s Hospital
969 Lakeland Drive | Jackson, Mississippi 39216 
(601) 200-2000

UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI 
MEDICAL CENTER

Established in 1955, the University of Mississippi Medical 
Center is the state’s only academic health science center. 
More than 3,000 students are enrolled in UMMC’s seven 
health science schools: medicine, nursing, dentistry, health-
related professions, graduate studies, population health and 
pharmacy. UMMC provides wide-ranging patient care 
programs through three specialized hospitals, including 
Children’s of Mississippi, the state’s only children’s hospi-
tal, Wiser Hospital for Women and Infants and the Conerly 
Critical Care Hospital, and University Hospital. UMMC 
offers the only Level I trauma center, the only Level IV neo-
natal intensive care unit, and the only organ transplant pro-
grams in the state. University Physicians, the faculty group 
practice of the School of Medicine, includes about 500 doc-
tors, many of them among leaders in their field, who care 
for patients in the hospitals and clinics on campus, around 
the Jackson metro area, and in outreach clinics around the 
state. UMMC includes two community hospitals, UMMC 
Holmes County and UMMC Grenada. With more than 
10,000 full- and part-time employees, UMMC is one of 
the largest employers in Mississippi. The Medical Center 
continues to grow, having most recently opened the $180 
million Kathy and Joe Sanderson Tower at Children’s of 
Mississippi in November 2020.

University of Mississippi Medical Center
2500 North State Street  | Jackson, Mississippi 39216
(601) 984-1000
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PARKS & 
RECREATION

OTHER: 
At the Madison Ridgeland Youth Club, nu-

merous youth sports are offered year-round. 
With leagues in baseball, basketball, football, 
soccer, and cheerleading, the Madison Ridge-
land Youth Club provides children ages 5 to 14 
an opportunity to compete in the many parks 
within both municipalities. While most leagues 
compete on a local level, some teams play up to 
a national and state level. Registration for 2017 
spring baseball started in December; registration 
for 2017 spring softball begins January 1. For 
more information about the Madison Ridgeland 
Youth Club, visit mryouthclub.com.

RIDGELAND: 
Located on McClellan Drive near Hwy 51, 

Hite B. Wolcott Park offers a wide variety of 
facilities such as baseball and softball fields, an 
in-line hockey rink, and a playground. Right 
around the corner is the Ridgeland Tennis Cen-
ter, which provides Ridgeland with a 17-court 
tennis facility run by tennis professionals. The 
Ridgeland Tennis Center offers men’s and wom-
en’s locker rooms as well as a tennis pro shop to 
accommodate all your tennis-related needs.

Friendship Park is a multi-purpose park with 
its neighborhood clearly in mind. Located at 475 
Lake Harbour Drive, this family-oriented park 
comes with a large pavilion, walking/jogging 
trail, fitness court, playground equipment, and 
restroom facilities. The Pavilion and trails are lit 
for your convenience. The Pavilion can be rented 
for parties. 

Ridgeland’s signature park, Freedom Ridge 
Park, is located at 235 School Street. This large 
50-acre athletic facility is perfect for a family 
outing. Freedom Ridge Park sports fields such 
as soccer and softball as well as playgrounds and 
walking trails. Freedom Ridge Park has all the 
desired elements of a city park. The park also 
has plenty of pavilions where families can enjoy 
snacks and beverages from the concession stands. 

If you want something closer to the water, visit 
the Old Trace Park. Situated right next to the 
Ross Barnett Reservoir, the Old Trace Park is 
an open space where families can come and en-
joy the wonderful scenery of the Reservoir. Old 
Trace Park also hosts various different events 
thought the year, including the annual Dragon 
Boat Regatta.

If you enjoy biking, Ridgeland is the place 
for you. With over 122 miles of trails, which are 
used for biking, running, or walking, Ridgeland 
has received the Bicycle Friendly Community 
Bronze Award.

MADISON: 
At the heart of the City of Madison lies its sig-

nature park, Liberty Park. Home to Rosa Scott 
Ninth Grade School, St. Paul’s African Method-
ist Episcopal Church, and various softball and 
soccer fields, Liberty Park is one of the central 
hubs of the Madison community. Liberty Park 
offers a playground, batting cages, two beach 
volleyball courts, and a concession stand. Due to 
its centrality, Liberty Park hosts various commu-
nity events throughout the year, including Relay-
For-Life. It also contains an archery range. 

Further back into the residential area of the 
city of Madison is Strawberry Patch Park. This 
seven-mile quaint neighborhood park is known 
for its scenic atmosphere. Located off Old Can-
ton Road, across the street from Madison Ridge-
land Academy, Strawberry Patch Park offers a 
walking trail that winds its way around a one-
mile lake, playground equipment, and various 
picnic areas. In the corner of the park sits the 
beautiful Strawberry Patch Chapel.

CANTON: 
The city of Canton offers two locations that 

host sporting and community events: the Canton 
Sports Complex and the Canton Multipurpose & 
Equine Center. Each has been used for sporting 
events in the past; however, the Canton Multi-
purpose & Equine Center has sponsored various 
community events such as concerts and rodeos. Its 
2016 calendar included events with the Mississip-
pi Reigning Horses Association and the Magnolia 
Cutting Horse Association. A balloon glow also 
took place in July 2016 with great success. 
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Your eyes deserve the attention of the most skilled specialists. 
Jackson Eye Associates’ physicians are focused on how you 
see the world around you. Experience the special attention 
that we deliver to keep your special eyes – special.

Call FastPass at 855-SEE-U-TODAY or visit baptistmedicalclinic.org/appointments/online-appointments

Baptist Medical Group – 
Madison Main Street Primary Care

Bruce Black, MD
Bard Johnston, MD
Ashley Pullen, MD

Ashley Peden, FNP-C
Dana Roberts, FNP-C

2173 Main Street
Monday – Friday – 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM

Saturday – 9:00 AM – 6:00 PM
& Sunday – 12:00 PM – 6:00 PM

Baptist Medical Group – 
Madison Primary Care

Jeffrey Morris, MD – Internal Medicine
401 Baptist Drive

Suite 104
Monday – Friday

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Baptist Medical Group – 
Gluckstadt Primary Care 

David Green, MD
Erika Hester, PA-C

102 Lexington Drive, 
Suite 100

Monday – Friday
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
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Powering Mississippi since 1923
Ready for the next century

A message from Entergy Texas, Inc. ©2024 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

We proudly celebrate 100 years of service to Mississippi. Over the last century, we have put community at the heart of everything we do, from 
powering economic growth to rebuilding after storms. We believe our successes fuel each other and look forward to an even brighter future. 
entergymississippi.com
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DINING

STEAKS & SOUTHERN STAPLES:
There is nothing more classic and appreciated than a steak 

in the south to wrap up a long day or week. Each of these steak-
houses offer charred perfection with their twist of classic sides. 
All are a must visit in Madison County. 

ELY’S RESTAURANT & BAR 
115 W. Jackson St. | Ridgeland | (601) 605-6359 

TICO’S STEAK HOUSE 
1536 E. County Line Rd. | Ridgeland | (601) 956-1030

BILL’S CREOLE & STEAK DEPOT 
471 Railroad Ave. | Flora | (601) 879-7296

TWO RIVERS RESTAURANT 
1537 W. Peace St. | Canton | (601) 859-9999

MM SHAPLEY’S RESTAURANT 
868 E. Centre St. | Ridgeland | (601) 957-8000

KOESTLER PRIME 
1000 Highland Colony Pkwy. | Ridgeland | (601) 957-3753

A LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING:
Whether you want pizza or BBQ, this Gluckstadt staple has a 

little bit of everything. 

ANGELO’S 
134 Weisenberger Rd. | Gluckstadt | (601) 898-1070

SOUTHERN FRIED & TRUE:
From plate lunches to po’boys and even beignets these restau-

rants will fuel you up and fill your soul with all the tried and true 
Southern dishes. 

MAMA HAMIL’S 
480 Magnolia St. | Madison | (601) 856-4407

TRACE GRILL 
574 Hwy. 51 F | Ridgeland | (601) 607-7027

PRIMOS 
515 Lake Harbour Dr. | Ridgeland | (601) 898-3400

DAVE’S TRIPLE B 
4822 Route 22 (Main Street) | Flora | (601) 952-4222

FANCY & FINE: 
Madison County is home to some of the finest restaurants in the 

state of Mississippi. These restaurants offer an immaculate array 
of fresh and phenomenal cuisine all made in unique perfection. 

LOCAL 463 
1000 Highland Colony Parkway | Ridgeland | (601) 707-7684

STRAWBERRY CAFE 
107 Depot Dr. | Madison | (601) 856-3822

CAET 
1000 Highland Colony Pkwy | Ridgeland | (601) 321- 9169
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BURGERS: 
You might be able to find a burger many places, but you’ll never find 

one like these.
 

BURGERS & BLUES 
2077 Main Street | Madison | (601) 899-0038

BULLDOG BURGERS
879 Lake Harbour Dr. | Ridgeland  |  (601) 899-4200

BLUE ROOSTER 
4822 Hwy. 22 | Flora | (601) 879-3289

WATER A VIEW:
The views of sprawling water add to the dining experience of these 

two restaurants with our favorite views.

THE MERMAID CAFE 
652 Bellevue Dr. | Madison | (601) 605-8764

COCK OF THE WALK 
141 Madison Landing Cir. | Ridgeland | (601) 856-5500

SOUTH OF THE BORDER: 
Ándale! Whether you want authentic or a twist on the classics these 

restaurants offer stellar south of the border cuisine. 

TAQUERIA LA GUADALUPE 
1856 Main St. | Madison | (601) 853-8538

SOMBRA MEXICAN KITCHEN 
140 Township Ave., Ste. 100 | Ridgeland | (601) 707-7950 

CIAO ITALIA!
Classic pastas, pizzas and all things Italian, these are our favorites to 

fill you up! 

FRATESI’S 
910 Lake Harbour Dr. | Ridgleand | (601) 956-2929

ENZO’S 
970 Highland Colony Pkwy. | Ridgeland | (601) 354-6600

AMERIGO 
6592 Old Canton Rd. | Ridgeland | (601) 977-0563

MAD OVER MEDITERRANEAN: 
As fresh and fabulous as the views from high above the Mediterra-

nean Sea, Madison County’s Mediterranean options are as rich as the 
culture that brought them here. 

KRISTOS 
971 Madison Ave. | Madison | (601) 605-2266

KRILAKIS 
297 W. Jackson St. | Ridgeland | (601) 790-9463

VASILIOS GREEK CUISINE 
828 Hwy. 51 | Madison | (601) 853-0028
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CANTON HISTORIC SQUARE: 

For a change of scenery, take a drive to the Canton 
Historic Square where you’ll find a one-of-a-kind 
retail experience. Often considered to be one of 
Mississippi’s best-kept shopping secrets, Canton’s 
Historic Square combines the character of the tra-
ditional Southern town with quality of boutique 
shopping. New shops are opening with increasing 
frequency as more areas around town are reno-
vated. Once you’ve spent some time exploring the 
Historic Square’s shops, check out some of Canton’s 
museums, such as the Canton Movie Museum. 
Home to one of only seven unaltered, pre-Civil War 
courthouses, Canton’s rich history is on display 
around every corner and serves as the perfect atmo-
sphere for an afternoon shopping adventures. 

OLD MADISON STATION DISTRICT: 

Nearby Madison’s famous Red Caboose, you’ll find 
a variety of local shopping options. Persnickety has 
a wide range of products and Apple Annies utiliz-
es a Victorian house for its emporium of gourmet 
items, gifts and accessories. This distinctive shop-
ping center is a great place to find jewelry, home 
decorations and furnishings, purses and a wide 
selection of accessories. Situated off of the City of 
Madison’s Main Street next to the train tracks, the 
Old Madison Station District is in a conveniently 
located area and provides an exceptional shopping 
experience.

SHOPPING

GRANDVIEW SHOPPING DISTRICT: 

This amalgamation of big-brand favorites has be-
come one of the major hot spots for large chains in 
Mississippi. This shopping center is located right off 
Interstate 55 in Madison and houses major chains 
such as Miskelly’s, Ulta, Walmart, Dick’s Sporting 
Goods, Best Buy, PetCo and Sam’s Club. Check out 
Madison’s Malco Grandview movie theater or swing 
by Chick-Fil-A or Backyard Burger for dinner. With 
all of this and more, the Grandview Shopping District 
is a great one-stop-has-it-all shopping experience.
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COLONY CROSSING: 

In case two large shopping centers haven’t got you 
covered, Colony Crossing provides another pow-
erhouse retail center in Madison. With everything 
from French manicures to Crumbl Cookies, Colony 
Crossing offers a wide range of unique options for 
shoppers. Located on the opposite side of Interstate 
55 from Grandview, Colony Crossing is also a con-
venient place to visit Kroger’s to buy groceries. Try 
Nagoya’s Sushi and Hibachi, or Sal and Mookie’s 
for fine dining. With a range of stores that can sat-
isfy even the pickiest of shoppers, Colony Crossing 
is the ideal place for a day or night out on the town.

JACKSON STREET DISTRICT: 

Located near the railroad tracks in the heart of the 
city of Ridgeland, the Jackson Street District is one 
of Ridgeland’s most iconic shopping areas. With a 
contemporary blend of both modern and classical 
architecture, this shopping district offers a plethora 
of boutiques and restaurants that will surely please 
any shopping connoisseur. Ely’s Restaurant is a lo-
cal favorite. M7 Coffeehouse is a favorite spot to sit 
and sip. Also offering a handful of specialty stores, 
the Jackson Street District is a quaint shopping ex-
perience that you will not want to miss. 

RENAISSANCE AT COLONY PARK: 

One of the epicenters of the retail scene in Ridge-
land, Renaissance at Colony Park has become the 
premiere shopping location in the Madison County 
area. Situated off I-55’s Old Agency Road exit, 
Renaissance offers the most luxurious shopping 
experience in the state. Among its lavish old world 
European architecture, Renaissance is the perfect 
place to spend the day browsing various shops and 
boutiques such as Anthropologie, Ann Taylor Loft, 
Brooks Brothers, and more. Charming Charlie 
and Monkee’s are two more options for your out-
fit needs. Visit Another Broken Egg for a gourmet 
brunch that will dazzle your taste buds. For lunch, 
grab a bite at the critically-acclaimed Five Guys 
Burger and Fries. Biaggis and CAET Seafood/
Oysterette round out the day as potential dinner 
options, along with fine dining establishments such 
as Koestler Prime. Smooth jazz combined with the 
magnificent fountain and lights strung up between 
buildings creates a romantic atmosphere for the 
night. Renaissance has it all.

TRACE STATION: 

Situated at the corner of Highway 51 down the road 
from the Jackson Street District, the Trace Station 
is another boutique-friendly shopping center in the 
City of Ridgeland. If you are looking for unique 
gifts, fine art, gourmet food, or antiques, Trace Sta-
tion is the place for you. Shopping for that special 
person in your life? Visit Edible Arrangements! 
Need new tennis shoes fitted or some sports apparel 
to add to your workout outfit? Fleet Street Sports is 
here for you. It’s hard to pass Trace Station up with 
so many options to choose from.

TOWNSHIP: 

If you are looking for a special place to live, work, 
and shop, look no further than The Township at 
Colony Park located off Highland Colony Parkway 
in Ridgeland. The Township is a master-planned, 
mixed-use neighborhood in the heart of a vibrant 
yet quaint, community.
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CHURCHES
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BAPTIST 

BROADMOOR BAPTIST 
1531 Highland Colony Pkwy. | Madison | (601) 898-2345 

CENTER TERRACE BAPTIST
605 East Peace St. | Canton | (601) 859-4186

CHURCH OF THE HIGHLANDS
670 Highland Colony Parkway | Ridgeland | (601) 499-6000

COLONIAL HEIGHTS BAPTIST
444 Northpark Dr. | Ridgeland | (601) 956-5000

FIRST BAPTIST
431 N. State St. | Jackson | (601) 949-1900

FIRST BAPTIST 
3316 S. Liberty St. | Canton | (601) 859-3172

FIRST BAPTIST OF FLORA
102 Jackson St. | Flora | (601) 879-8022

FIRST BAPTIST OF MADISON
2100 Main St. | Madison | (601) 856-6177

FIRST BAPTIST OF RIDGELAND
302 West Jackson St. | Ridgeland | (601) 856-6139

HIGHLAND COLONY BAPTIST 
1200 Highland Colony Parkway | Ridgeland | (601) 856-4031

NEW BIRTH FELLOWSHIP 
837 Old Agency Rd. | Ridgeland | (601) 856-5279

NEW LIFE BAPTIST 
385 N. Old Canton Rd. | Madison | (601) 715-6593

NEW TRUELIGHT BAPTIST 
363 John Day Rd. | Canton | (601) 859-5237

PILGRIM REST MISSIONARY BAPTIST
852-A Madison Ave. | Madison | (601) 856-2609

PINELAKE MADISON/RIDGELAND CAMPUS 
223 Old Jackson Rd. | Madison | (601) 829-4500

PLEASANT GIFT MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
2055 Pleasant Gift Rd. | Canton | (601) 859-3004

RIDGECREST BAPTIST 
7469 Old Canton Rd. | Madison | (601) 853-1090

RIDLEY HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
1034 N. Livingston Rd | Madison | (601) 853-7453

ROCKY HILL BAPTIST 
4610 Greens Crossing Rd. | Ridgeland | (601) 362-4571

TRACE RIDGE BAPTIST 
238 Lake Harbour Dr. | Ridgeland | (601) 856-2529

TWIN LAKES BAPTIST 
673 Lake Cavalier Rd. | Madison | (601) 856-2305

CATHOLIC 

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC 
238 E. Center St. | Canton | (601) 859-3749

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
4000 W. Tidewater Ln. | Madison | (601) 856-5556
 
ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC 
127 Church Rd. | Madison | (601) 856-2054

HOLY CHILD JESUS 
315 Garrett St. | Canton | (601) 859-2957

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST 
731 S. Pear Orchard Rd., Suite 9 | Ridgeland | (601) 952-
0307
 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

LAKE HARBOUR CHURCH OF CHRIST 
338 Lake Harbour Dr. | Madison | (601) 856-2165

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER DAY SAINTS 
243 Hoy Rd. | Madison | (769) 226-8181

CHURCH OF GOD 

OLDE TOWNE COMMUNITY CHURCH
220 W. Ridgeland Ave. | Ridgeland | (601) 856-0652

HOLY CITY CHURCH OF INTERNATIONAL EM-
POWERMENT
251 Kearney Park Rd. | Flora | (601) 879-3999
 

EPISCOPAL 

CHAPEL OF THE CROSS 
674 Mannsdale Rd. | Madison | (601) 856-2593
 
GRACE EPISCOPAL 
161 E. Peace St. | Canton | (601) 859-2680

ST. COLUMB’S EPISCOPAL 
550 Sunnybrook Rd. | Ridgeland | (601) 853-0205
 

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 

KINGDOM HALL OF JEHOVAH WITNESSES 
2780 S. Liberty St. | Canton | (601) 859-8613
 

METHODIST 

CHINA GROVE A.M.E. 
1060 Mannsdale Rd. | Madison | (601) 856-7348

FIRST INDEPENDENT METHODIST 
OF MADISON 
1556 Hwy 51 N. | Madison | (601) 672-1240

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
3301 S. Liberty St. | Canton | (601) 859-4621

FIRST UNITED METHODIST OF RIDGELAND 
234 W. Jackson St. | Ridgeland | (601) 856-6456

FLORA METHODIST 
142 Carter St. | Flora | (601) 879-8642

MADISON UNITED METHODIST 
2050 Main St. | Madison | (601) 856-6058

PARKWAY HILLS UNITED METHODIST 
1468 Highland Colony Pkwy. | Madison | (601) 856-2733
 
SHARON A.M.E. ZION 
1777 Sharon Rd. | Canton | (601) 859-6077

ST. MATTHEW’S UNITED METHODIST 
7427 Old Canton Rd. | Madison | (601) 856-9581
 
ST. PAUL A.M.E. ZION 
505 S. Union St. | Canton | (601) 859-1904
 

PENTECOSTAL 

APOSTOLIC LIGHTHOUSE 
1529 Hwy. 43 S. | Canton | (601) 859-7363

PARKWAY PENTECOSTAL 
601 Reunion Pkwy. | Madison | (601) 853-2607

PRESBYTERIAN 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
202 E. Peace St. | Canton | (601) 859-4738

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
1390 N. State St. | Jackson | (601) 353-8316

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
7717 Old Canton Rd. | Madison | (601) 856-6625

GRACE CHAPEL PRESBYTERIAN 
307 New Mannsdale Rd. | Madison | (601) 856-7223

HIGHLANDS PRESBYTERIAN 
1160 Highland Colony Pkwy. | Ridgeland | (601) 853-
0636
 
MADISON HEIGHTS PCA 
415 Bozeman Rd. | Madison | (601) 605-9929

PEAR ORCHARD PRESBYTERIAN 
750 S. Pear Orchard Rd. | Ridgeland | (601) 956-3283

OTHER 

THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT 
731 S. Pear Orchard Road Suite 43 | Ridgeland | (601) 
977-0007

HOLY TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 
432 Bozeman Rd. | Madison | (601) 898-5035

KEYPOINTE CHURCH INT’L 
614 Magnolia St. | Madison | (601) 605-2880
 
ST. PETER’S ORTHODOX 
180 Saint Augustine Dr. | Madison | (601) 856-3894
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ELECTRICITY
Call Entergy, located at 1165 Highway 51 North 
in Madison, at (800) 368-3749. Residential de-
posits may vary, but the base rate is $200, and 
the connection fee is $45. 
 

NATURAL GAS 
Atmos Energy can be reached by calling (888) 
286-6700. Centerpoint Energy can also help 
other customers. Reach Centerpoint at (800) 
371-5417. Residential deposits are based on a 
credit check; however, deposits start at $75. 
 

WATER AND SEWER 
Each municipality handles its own water and 
sewer customers. Newcomers to Madison will 
need to call the Water Department at (601) 856-
8958 for info on hook-ups and billing. New ser-
vices at the Madison Water Department include 
$100 for owners and $300 for renters.
 
Ridgeland residents may call (601) 856-3938 for 
information on water and sewer services. Con-
nection cost is either $50 or $75, depending on 
the size of the meter. 
 
Flora residents will need to go to City Hall, lo-
cated at 168 Carter Street, to activate their wa-
ter. A $100 deposit for renters and a $40 deposit 
for owners will be required before service. Same 
day connection will be provided, with few excep-
tions. 
 
Most Canton utilities are handled through 
Canton Municipal Utilities. CMU officers are 
located at 127 West Peace Street. They provide 
water, gas, and power services. Renters must pay 
a $300 deposit. Owners must pay a $200 deposit. 
Call (601) 859-2921 for more information. 
 
Trash and Recycling 
Waste Management, which can be reached by 
calling (601) 922-9647, provides twice-weekly 
service to residents of Ridgeland and Madison. 
The daily schedule varies by location, and the fee 
is assessed on your water/utility bill. 

GETTING
SETTLED

POST OFFICE 
Home delivery of mail and post office boxes are 
available in each local community. See which 
post office is closest to your home: 

Ridgeland: 611 South Pear Orchard Road 

Madison: 990 Highway 51 

Flora: 4853 Main Street 

Canton: 150 S. Union Street 

NEWSPAPERS
The Madison County Journal is the county’s 
only independently owned and operated weekly 
newspaper. The Journal runs every Thursday. 
As a subscriber every other month, you also re-
ceive the Madison County Magazine, a lifestyle 
supplement to the newspaper. Call 601-853-
4222 to subscribe. 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
Potential voters must be registered at least 30 
days before any election to be eligible to vote. To 
register for city, county, state, and federal elec-
tions contact Circuit Clerk Anita Wray at (601) 
859-4365.

CAR TAGS 
Automobile licenses must be purchased annu-
ally and are due during the month in which the 
vehicle was purchased. For new residents, Mis-
sissippi law requires that automobiles be regis-
tered within 30 days of moving into the state. 
Vehicles purchased new or used from a dealer or 
individual must register within seven days. If you 
moved from another country within Mississippi, 
the county Tax Collector’s office says you do not 
need to get a Madison County tag until your cur-
rent tag expires. Three locations are available for 
your convenience: 

Madison: 171 Cobblestone Drive 
(601) 856-4472

Canton: 146 West Center Street
(601) 859-5226

Flora: 168 Carter Street 
(601) 879-9537

DRIVER’S LICENSE 
New residents of Mississippi must apply for a 
driver’s license within 60 days. If the applicant 
has a valid out-of-state license, only a rules, 
signs, and eye test is required. If the applicant’s 
out-of-state license has expired, a road test may 
be required. A Social Security Card must be 
shown. Minors making an application must be 
at least 16 years of age and present a Social Se-
curity Card and birth certificate for proof of age. 

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION 
If you are buying your home in Madison County 
and occupy it as your primary residence, you 
may be eligible for Homestead Exemption. Ap-
plications are made at the Madison County Tax 
Assessor’s Office. For more information, contact 
Tax Assessor Norman Cannady. Officers are lo-
cated on Highway 51 in Ridgeland and at the 
Madison County Complex in Canton. 






