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Area seniors impress with ballroom dance skills
By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

An area group of ballroom
dancers — who happen to be
seniors — are having the time
of their lives.
What started as a small
group of five or six dancers
at the Jasper Senior Activity
Center seven years ago has
now grown to a gathering of
nearly 50 people who are widely known for their talent.
Curt Miller and Patsy Gibbs
are very close friends who now
lead the ballroom dancing
class at the senior center.
Sue Sanders and Jan Duncan helped start the senior
center’s original dance class
many years ago. Miller came
along, who was a novice at the
time, but he practiced until he
could help teach the class.
“He’s studied real hard, and
he’ll tell you he didn’t know
how to dance when he started,
but now he is the instructor,”
Sanders said. “He’s done a
great job.”
The seniors meet once each
week for a two-hour ballroom
dance class led by Miller and
Gibbs at the center, and participants learn to waltz, chacha, foxtrot, rumba and swing.
Sometimes they experiment
with other dancing styles as
well.
“Who would’ve ever dreamed
this group of people in Jasper,
Alabama, would ballroom
dance like we do?” Miller said
with a laugh.
The center’s ballroom
dancers have traveled out of
state to attend other dances
(but never for competition),
and Miller said onlookers are
always impressed with their
level of skill.
“It’s great fellowship, great
fun, and we do things outside
of dance together,” Gibbs said
of their dancing group.
Like Miller, Gibbs learned
dancing as a second act. “It’s
been a blessing in more ways
than one,” she said.
Jasper’s seniors also have a
monthly dance at Jasper’s Memorial Park Natatorium, and
a man named Ray Hood plays
music for their dances using
a keyboard. Prior to playing
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Pictured is the ballroom dancing group at Jasper’s senior center. Around 50 people participate in the dancing class and
attend a larger, monthly dance.
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Around 50 seniors participate in the Jasper Senior Activity Center’s ballroom dance class.
for the seniors, he had never
played ballroom dance music.
“He’s played in Nashville,
and he’s a great, great singer,”
Miller said.
The ballroom dance class
attracts people from all walks
of life, and the group consists

of many couples, such as Terry
and Sandra Higginbotham.
“I actually saw a couple at a
Mardi Gras ball doing the east
coast swing, and I had no idea
what it was,” Terry Higginbotham said. “I told my wife, ‘I
want you to look at how much

fun they’re having.’ I said, ‘I
believe I can do that.’”
The Higginbotham’s have
been learning to dance since
at the Jasper Senior Activity
Center.
“It came about, and we just
fell in love with it. We’re not

great dancers, but we enjoy
the people we’ve met here,”
Terry Higginbotham said. “We
enjoy being around Curt and
Patsy. They’re a blessing to us
and the community.”
Sandra Higginbotham
added, “We’re family. We enjoy
what we do, and it’s fun.”
Gary Aultman said he, too,
participates in the dance class
with his wife, and he spoke of
the many benefits.
“Socialization, exercise, we
enjoy it,” Aultman said. “We
enjoy each other’s company.”
“You learn new things,”
dance class participant Larry
Casson said. “You work on
different combinations, rather
than the simple ones. It’s very
enjoyable.”
Duncan reflected on where
the class started to where it is
now, in terms of the increase
in participation.
“It’s just amazing to sit back
and watch it, to know where
we came from,” Duncan said.
“We really just enjoy being
together. We look forward to
Tuesday night’s where we can
all come in and be back together again.”
The dancers said they are
grateful to the City of Jasper
See DANCING, PAGE 11
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Social Seniors helping older adults into digital age
By JEFFERY WINBORNE
Daily Mountain Eagle

At launch in 2004, Facebook
(“the facebook,” as it was known
by some at the time) was only
available to Harvard University
students.
By the end of 2005, the service
had expanded to include all U.S.
and U.K. universities, as well as
all U.S. high schools. In 2006, it
was opened up to any user with
a registered e-mail address and
soon overtook its largest competitor, Myspace.
Today, Facebook averages 1.56
billion daily active users, according to its 2019 first quarter
report. That is 21 percent of the
world’s population that is active
on Facebook via a mobile device
every day. However, the most
recent research poll conducted by
the Pew Research Center in 2016
showed that only 42 percent of
U.S. adults age 65 and over say
they own a smart phone. Even
less, just 34 percent, say they ever
use any of the available social

media sites.
District 4 Jasper Councilwoman
Jennifer Williams Smith works
with a group of seniors locally
called Social Seniors.
“This, for them, was just something Idid as a volunteer,” Smith
said after a Kiwanis B.U.G. event
at Maddox Intermediate School
in May. “We had a seminar and
they had asked me to come and
speak. We went over some basics
of it and after that they were like,
‘Please, can we do a class?’
“So we started doing some
classes, and now I have several
businesses that are interested in
hosting it. That will give us an
opportunity to go into different
locations, such as the (Lavish)
Coffee Bar one day. That will let
them check in and learn how to
‘check in’ and navigate that.”
Smith’s idea came to fruition a
few short weeks later as she and
three members of Social Seniors
gathered at Lavish in downtown
Jasper for a get together. Ann
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Social Seniors, a group led by Jennifer Smith, works with local seniors to help them
See DIGITAL, PAGE 10 understand and use social media, email, smart phones and more.
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Stephens overcomes humble childhood to have great life
By RICK WATSON
Daily Mountain Eagle

DORA — Listening to
83-year-old Ray Stephens talk about his
childhood, it’s clear that
he grew up hard.
The large family lived
in a house on Stephens
Hill that had no power or
running water.
“We got our water out
of a branch,” Stephens
said. “It was out in the
sticks.”
They called it Stephens
Hill because the only
people that lived there
were members of his
father’s family. You won’t
find his home place on
any map, but it was deep
in the woods below Dora.
Coming from humble
Daily Mountain Eagle - Rick Watson
beginnings, Stephens
found his way to make a Stephens built an alter in the woods behind his house where he often prays
good life with his wife of
for the people he loves.
67 years, Martha.
“I didn’t have tricycles, through the woods with
ed to move up North to
He worked that job
bicycles, or wagons,” he
find work.
Mama gathering hickosaid, remembering that
This was when he was
ry nuts,” he said. “That
his toys were old tires
would be in the fall of the 16 years old. He saved
that he rolled around in
$53, bought a ticket, and
year and them old leaves
the yard.
rode alone on a bus to
rattling under my feet.”
He attended school for
Indiana. His older brothAfter gathering the
seven and a half years.
er J.C. was already in
nuts, he said the boys
The first six years he
Hammond and told his
would go outside and
attended Dawson School, crack the nuts on an old
younger brother that he
which no longer exists.
anvil. Once cracked,
wouldn’t find a job.
He met his wife at Dawthey dug the “goodie” out
“I told him I will do it,”
son.
of the nuts with a bobby
he said.
When they needed gro- pin.
Stephens got a job the
ceries, his daddy would
The first house he lived next day working for
walk to Ballenger’s store
in with electricity was
Queen Anne’s Candy
in Dora to get what they
when the family made
Company. He started off
needed. The store deliva deal to milk a local
at $1.02 an hour, which
ered groceries in an old
cattle farmer’s cows in
was big money to the
truck.
Alabama boy.
exchange for the house
Stephens’ first job
He reconnected with
rent.
was gathering eggs and
his childhood friend
After leaving school,
getting firewood for his
Martha. The two courted
he landed a job with B.
mother’s kitchen cookand got married. They
D. Henderson doing odd
stove. Later, he was
were 17-years-old at the
jobs. “He paid some of us
pressed into service
time.
boys $2 a day for helpworking in the fields
“Everybody told us
ing him with odd jobs,”
with his father. He
not to get married. You
Stephens said.
didn’t give much thought
know how it is,” he said.
He later got work with
of what he wanted to do
“They wanted us to grow
a local landowner, Carl
in the future, except to
up first.” The newlyweds
Roberts, recalling, “I
get away from getting
had $97 saved when they
used his tractor to bush
up before daylight and
tied the knot. They’ve
hog and plough all his
walking to the fields to
fields around Burnwell.”
been together 67 years.
work all day.
His pay was $3.50 a day.
Not long afterward,
“Some of the best times
Like many people from Stephens landed a job
I remember was walking
the area, Stephens decid- at Firestone Recapping.

seven years in Indiana
and then transferred to
Birmingham. “Daddy
was sick and had to have
help,” Stephens said. He
retired from Firestone
after 23 years.
Later, he got a job
in the coal mines and
worked for 23 years.
Around that time, Martha got a job with the
post office. “God blessed
us, I can tell you that,”
he said. “He answered
my prayers.”
Through hard work,
Stephens managed to
build a house on a 10acre plot not far from
where he was raised.
“I lived a rough life until I got saved,” he said.
“I give Him credit for all
we’ve accomplished.”
Several years ago,
Stephens built an altar
in the woods behind
his home. On the cross
are the names of his
loved ones. He and his

dog, Kate, go out there
and say prayers. There
is a bench by the alter
where he once kneeled to
pray. Stephens now has
difficulty kneeling so he
stands by his cross.
“Kate jumps up on the
bench while I pray,” he
said.
Through the years,
Stephens loved to hunt
and fish. He recalled a
story from over 50 years
ago when he went fishing
below the Wheeler Dam
with his brother J.C.
and a friend, Jr. Watson.
After the trip, they drove
home through the Bankhead National Forest in
Watson’s old car.
“We must have had six
or seven flats on the way
home,” he remembered.
“They must have patched
them tires with bubblegum.”
Until he suffered a
See STEPHENS, PAGE 11
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Cleghorn keeps working for solutions to issues
By ED HOWELL
Daily Mountain Eagle

On any given day, Bill J.
Cleghorn of Jasper is known
to government leaders in the
area, as he has spent many
hours in his retirement hanging around government meetings and making proposals.
While quiet in nature, it is
hard to avoid him in political
circles. Cleghorn, 78, has been
known to text legislators with
opinions in the early hours,
speak to the Walker County
Commission with suggestions
and even recently tried (unsuccessfully) to form a third-party
to field candidates for local
elections. He has also run in
state and local elections in the
past.
“I’ve always been a problem
solver, he said. “That’s what I’m
really good at.” In the military
and in the National Guard, he
noted he would figure out how
his peers could do jobs that
stumped them‑usually with
less effort, less manpower, less
equipment and so on.
In fact, he spent the better
part of his years working in
construction, with some activity in the military and law
enforcement.
Cleghorn was the first of four
children born in rural Winston
County, at what he calls the
Smith Schoolhouse Community, to Earnest Theodore (whose
nickname was “Bill”) and
Mamie Purline (“Murline”)
Cleghorn. He recalled not
having electricity until 1952,
with “four lights, one plug and
a plug for the stove, and that
was it.”
Cleghorn graduated from
Meek High School in 1960.
After a short time in Florida,
duty called.
“President Kennedy drafted me. Of course, the board
in Haleyville had something
to do with it,” he said. “I let
them know where I was going
because that were the rules at
that time. They thought I was
aggravating them, so they aggravated me back. Everybody
was going in at 24, and I went
in at 22.”
He served in the 552nd Mil-
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Bill J. Cleghorn, at right, a Winston County native who now
lives in Jasper, gets a plateful at the recent Chitlin Supper
in Arley, known of its political activity. Cleghorn is known
for being active at lobbying for political solutions and running for office himself.
itary Police at several stateside locations for two years in
the Army, ending in 1965. “I
enjoyed the Army. I really had
a good time,” he said, noting
he was also part-time in the
Alabama National Guard from
1976 to 2000.
Cleghorn pointed out over
time he did dabble in law
enforcement over time, which
helped with house payments.
“I was the first police at
Arley. I was a deputy sheriff
under Raymond Cobb. I worked
for the state for a while as a
trooper.” But he decided he
didn’t want to make law enforcement a career.
He got married his wife,
Renita Kay, in 1972. They had
three children, William Michael, Robert M. and Cynthia
(“Cindy”) Marie.
After a time doing sheetrock
work in this area, Cleghorn
and the late Robert Ory got together “right after Carter was
president and came off that
20 percent interest,” Cleghorn
said.
“(Ory) and I were sitting on
the couch and we decided to
start building custom built
houses,” he said. Eventually,
they would work together in
the construction industry for

40 years, based in Winston
County.
“We built a lot of houses” around Smith Lake and
Winston, Cullman and Walker
counties, as well as in Jefferson
County on a couple of projects,
Cleghorn said. “We built some
homes they said couldn’t be
built, and we build some early
for the Farmers Home Administration.”
An college-trained official
from FHA didn’t understand
once what the team was doing.
“We had to draw the plans up
for him to get them approved,”
he said. “On our gable ends, we
would stand them up and the
stud walls would go plum to
the peak of the house without
a break. He didn’t understand
that type of framing. We were
quite good at framing.”
He noted the rooflines are
still straight on their houses,
“where some of the other builders are sagging. We overbuilt
everything. If I didn’t like what
he did, I’d kick it out of the
wall, and if he didn’t like what
I did, he’d kick that out of the
wall.”
Eventually, Ory and Cleghorn passed the business off to
their sons, in the late 1990s.
He said his son Robert, now

in Arley, followed him into
that career paths, as the boys
wound up on construction sites
early in life. “He’s probably one
of the best contractor/builders
in the state,” he said.
However, Cleghorn in time
became known for getting
involved with elections and
personal lobbying on issues.
He was a 2010 Democratic
candidate for District 5 of the
Alabama State Senate, losing
(with 2,431 votes) in the primary to Brett Wadsworth, who in
turn lost to the current Republican senator, Greg Reed.
According to the Tuscaloosa
News at the time, Cleghorn
noted “There’s a lot of things in
[Alabama law] created through
the years that may not have
exactly been legal,” said Cleghorn, pointing to 16 constitutional amendments at the time
that allowed bingo in various
parts of the state. Bingo is an
innocent game children play,
he said, not meant to be a tool
for gambling.
“There’s no such thing as
electronic bingo, in my opinion,” Cleghorn told the News.
(He said recently that the
Walker County laws have
always been vague about what
bingo is, needing more definition.)
Cleghorn previously had
sought election to Commissioner of Agriculture and Industries and the state House of
Representatives, but did not
win, the News said. “However,
the self-described ‘amateur politician’ does not consider those
losses as unsuccessful because,
he said, his ‘message got out,’”
the News said.
He recently recalled running
as a Republican for the House
seat and coming in second out
of a field of nine‑but noting the
district was drawn so only 500
people there were from Winston County.
However, he recalled he was
elected once in an election‑to
one term on the Arley City
Council, years ago. (He also
ran once for Jasper City Council in District 1.)
He said the reason he has always been interested in politics
was “I wanted people to do the
right and proper thing. Most

people would be amazed that
some of our elected officials
don’t want to do the right and
proper thing,” looking instead
to benefit themselves.
“Being in the Army, everyone was pretty much equal.
I would like to see the state
of Alabama, the counties and
the cities on the same sheet of
music, but they are not‑we can
and you can’t. That irritates
me,” he said.
Cleghorn currently has a
petition for Winston County,
which he says he has enough
signatures, to get a countywide alcohol referendum there,
noting a similar effort he made
where he was short 133 signatures.
However, he said he would
really prefer the probate judge
to simply give an order for a
referendum, saying that has
happened once before in state
history.
He also argues that Gov.
Kay Ivey could sign a declaration creating a countywide or
statewide alcohol referendum.
He noted he spoke a number of
times on the matter with Ivey
and former Gov. Robert Bentley, whom Cleghorn said might
have come around to the idea
had he not left office.
“On the lottery, I’ve aggravated our representatives and
senators for years for us to do
something” about it, noting at
the time of the interview had
a copy of the bill that the state
Senate recently approved and
that he eventually spoke to
House Speaker Mac McCutcheon on the issue. (The effort
later failed in the House.) He
said lottery revenue should go
for the General Fund and that
legislators should address more
in detail what gambling actions
were legal or not.
Asked what policy concerns
him most, he is concerned
about parts of the Voting
Rights Act that he said forces
Alabama and some states to
answer to the U.S. attorney
general, where other states
are not. As a result, he says
that Alabama is “not part of
the Union.” He also said he is
concerned about the excessive
number of amendments in the
Alabama Constitution.
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From driving range
to driving state champs
By W. BRIAN HALE
Daily Mountain Eagle

Wayne Jones’ journey
through life has seen a
unique set of twists and
turns along the path, but
one aspect of his character
has always rang true —
service to others.
Jones, who has owned
and operated the Jasper
Family Golf Center for the
past year, has made such
service a top priority in
his life.
Beginning in early
adulthood, Jones undertook mission work, where
he traveled throughout the
country helping those in
need.
Starting with mission
work through the church
and individuals who not
only had the desire to
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Wayne Jones poses for a photo at Jasper Family
Golf Center.
serve, but a common love
of children, Jones started
his labor of love with zeal.
The experiences he
gained upon his travels

within the United States
eventually led to more
mission work and the
See JONES, PAGE 8
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Pick Deason holds up the yearbook that he misplaced in 2004 while helping plan his 50th class reunion. It was found in a thrift shop last fall. Deason
is standing in front of Parrish’s old City Hall, where he voted for the first
time in 1956.

Parrish’s Pick Deason
passes on stories of the past
By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

Every small town needs a resident
historian ‑ someone with generational
ties to the community who can pass down
tales that would otherwise have already
been taken to the grave.
Parrish has Pick Deason.
Deason knows dozens of stories that
will never appear in a history book or on
Wikipedia.
It is not generally known, for exam‑
ple, that the people of Parrish bought
a fighter plane during World War II.
Deason, who was a child when the war
began, has a copy of a photo of the plane.
“The Parrish Ala. Schools” is painted on
the nose, followed by another word that
is indistinguishable due to the quality of
the reproduction.
“We weren’t sure we were going to win
the war or not then, and everybody was
more patriotic, I believe. The government
needed money, so they sold war bonds
and all that. Somebody in Parrish came
up with the idea that the school should
save their money and buy a fighter
plane,” Deason said.
Deason doesn’t know how much was
raised, though he does recall the jar in
the principal’s office where everyone con‑
tributed their spare change to the cause.
Undoubtedly, local businessmen wrote

larger checks.
The plane flew in the South Pacific.
After the war, it was brought to Parrish
and parked in front of the old grammar
school.
“It stayed there for several years.
People started getting souvenirs. It left
and I don’t know what they did with it,”
Deason said.
Several decades before it was a town,
Parrish was visited by infamous outlaw
Jesse James and his gang.
Deason has talked to two people whose
relatives claimed to have seen James
when the gang hid out near a spring for
two weeks while trying to avoid capture
in Missouri.
As the story goes, a gang member
named Shepherd stayed behind when the
others moved on and eventually opened
banks in Berry, Carbon Hill and Parrish.
“He was never arrested, never had a
warrant out for him. He quit the gang af‑
ter four or five robberies and stayed here
and opened banks with money they stole
from somewhere else,” Deason said.
An online roster of gang members lists
three Shepherds: Allan, George W. and
Oliver.
The state’s most famous tie to James
is that his last robbery was in 1881 at
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Blue
Water Camp near Killen. James and
See DEASON, PAGE 9
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Jones																	 From Page 6
ability to serve other on
an international basis —
including how children
in other nations receive
their education and are
cared for in comparison to
those in America.
“It gave me a real perspective on how students
survived in other countries as opposed to here
in the United States, as
well as how they fared in
life,” Jones said. “When
you see that first-hand
and compare it to how
children here at home, it
gives you a real respect of
the struggle others in the
world have to go through.”
His work in student
ministry work has
spanned 27 years through
several churches, including his current one,
Gardendale First Baptist.
Along with teaching Sunday School, he has joined
youth on mission trips to
Guatemala and Ecuador,
as well as other interna-

tional destinations.
“I’ve always loved kids
— there are of course
times when they do work
your nerves a little, but
harnessing relationships
and providing guidance
in their lives is something I hold in very high
regard,” Jones added.
Locally, Jones served
for eight years as the
director of missions at
Dotson Baptist Camp,

while maintaining his 18year career with Allstate
Insurance.
Upon his retirement
from Allstate in 2013,
Jones undertook a new
venture where he could
be close to children —
driving a school bus. The
endeavor led to become
a driving trainer for the
buses, an opportunity he
couldn’t turn down.
“It was a unique chance

to help people that can
drive, but don’t know how
to transport students,”
Jones said. “It’s quite a
difference — but within the opportunity you
have the gift of being
able to interact with and
forge relationships with
children. We tell all the
prospective bus drivers
when they apply that if
you don’t like kids, it’s not
the job for you. At the end
of the day no matter what
has occurred, they’re
still your kids on the bus.
There’s 100 other bus
drivers in the county that
feel the same way. It’s the
chance to help a child who
otherwise may not get it.”
Mixed feelings always
comes for Jones at the end
of the year when school
dismisses for the summer,
where the students he has
seen for nine months no
longer say hello and goodbye to him daily — and
in the case of graduating

seniors, possibly never
again.
“You feel relief to start
with, but then you miss
the kids. You wonder
about the ones who don’t
have a real good home
life. You concern yourself with what’s going to
happen with them,” Jones
said. “Many you build
special relationships with
and you keep up with
them for years to come —
you get to see them out
in real life. Others you
wonder where there at
and how they’re doing,
then you see them one
day doing well and it give
you a special feeling.”
Bus driving also took
on a special journey for
Jones when he drove the
Cordova Basketball Team
to their games for several
years ‑ leading up to and
including the Blue Devils’
championship season,
where he was referred to
as “Mr. Wayne.”

“It was wonderful to be
a part of that time. You
also come to realize that
the players that graduated before the championship season had a lot to do
with the team that won it.
Issac Chatman’s brother,
Mykelti, graduated two
years before the team
won the title — he was as
much a part of that championship as Issac was, as
he helped build the team
and make it better. He
helped head coach Heath
Burns by being the captain of the team,” Jones
said. “All throughout
the time I drove for the
team, you watched them
grow and to be a part of
that was a real blessing.
I was always dependent
on them for a good game
and they were dependent
on me to get them where
they needed to go and
what they needed — to
get there safely. It meant
a lot.”  
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Deason																 From Page 7
several others stole the payroll
of camp laborers. James died in
1882. His brother, Frank, was
acquitted in a trial in Huntsville in 1884.
Parrish, incorporated in 1922,
would never have existed if not
for the railroad. The neighboring community of America was
more populated than Parrish
at one time, but the boom that
many thought was coming to
America happened in Parrish
instead around a Southern Railway junction.
A February 1920 article in
the Mountain Eagle described
Parrish as a town “pulsating
with progress.”
“Think of it! Four years ago
just a few dilapidated shanties.
Now today thirteen big business
houses in substantial buildings,
carrying as varied stocks as
can be found in any town in the
county. Scores of handsome new
residences whose interiors are
as attractive as the outside. Dry
goods stores, a drug store, hardware stores, groceries, meat
markets and big general de-

partment stores; barber shops,
restaurants, pool room and a
brand new brick bank building,
with a strong financially healthy
bank, numbering among its
officials and directors some of
Walker County’s foremost men,”
the article stated.
Parrish also provided the coal
used to keep the Southern Railway’s engines rolling down the
tracks. When the railroad made
the switch to diesel engines in
mid-century, the mines started
to close and the town’s fortunes
fell.
The Deasons have been in
Parrish since 1860. Deason’s
great-grandfather, M.M. Deason, came up from Tuscaloosa
and entered the land where his
family still lives. The property
is one of 600 farms part of the
Alabama Century and Heritage
Farm program, which honors
family farms that have been in
operation for 100 years or more.
The program also requires
the farm to have some historical
significance.
The Deason land was where

three horse thieves (who did
not identify themselves as such)
asked to sleep in M.M. Deason’s
barn one night on their way to
Texas. “The next morning, they
woke up to gunfire. A posse had
that barn surrounded. The sheriff was with them,” Deason said.
The men were hanged on the
side of the road and buried in
a single grave in a Hay Valley
cemetery.
Deason attended school in
Parrish in the 1940s and ’50s.
His given name is John, but he
has been known as Pick since
the first grade because there
were four Johns in his class. The
nickname is derived from his
middle name, Pickens, a family
name.
In Deason’s younger days,
business was booming in Parrish. In addition to the usual
hardware store, filling station,
grocery stores and such, there
was a theater, a pool room,
three barber shops, a dentist,
a bus depot, a Ford dealership
operated by the local sheriff and
a bottling company.

A favorite eatery was Bug
Poe’s Victory Café, located so
close to the railroad tracks
in downtown Parrish that a
passing train would shake the
windows.
Deason recalls that Bug knew
the names and preferred orders
of all the passengers going from
Birmingham to Columbus, Mississippi. “That train was close
enough to the window that she
could almost hand them a hamburger. It would slow down for
her and sometimes they’d stop
and come and eat if they were
ahead of schedule,” he said.
His childhood was also a
heyday for Parrish High’s
football program, thanks to an
agreement that allowed soldiers
returning from World War II to
finish their education and participate in athletics no matter
their age.
“We had a team in ’45 and
’46 that beat everybody. We had
four or five big boys, maybe 230
or 240 pounds, that had spent
three years in the Army. We just
whipped everybody,” Deason

said.
Deason graduated in 1954.
In 2004, while helping plan
his 50th class reunion, he left
his senior yearbook behind at
Jack’s in Parrish. He didn’t see
it again until last fall, when
a classmate brought it to a
gathering of Parrish alumni. It
had been found in a local thrift
store.
After graduating from
Auburn University, Deason
returned to Parrish to teach and
coach. He was also a member of
the Alabama National Guard.
After his children were grown,
he went on full-time active duty
with the Guard.
He spent three years in Panama in the 1990s as preparations
were ongoing to transfer control
of the canal from the U.S. to
Panama. Deason retired from
the Guard in 1996, three years
before the transfer became official. “I thought for a while I was
going to be the last one down
there to turn out the lights
and hand them the key, but I
wasn’t,” he said.
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Digital										
Steadman, Joan Wattenbarger and Zan Brock
enjoyed the late-morning
social meeting asthey
shared laughs, stories
and tackled the dilemma
of removing an accidental guest from a group
message.
The smaller classes
like these originally began as large seminars.
“The first class had
about 40 people that
were there. That was a
year ago and you had to
sign up,”Steadman said.
“And then (Jennifer)
comes back, sets this up
andthere were 10 of us.
Most everybody, all they
knew was to answer the
phone.”
Of the small group at
Lavish, Steadman wasthe first to jump in headfirst beginning back
in 2006. But it wasn’t
without some hesitation,
saying she was afraid of
messing up. Her daughter worked with her
patiently to help her initially become acquainted
to Facebook which has
helped her keep up with
family as she travels.,
“Now, I have no one
here,” she said.“My son is
in Hamilton, my daughter in Anniston and
I have another son in
North Dakota. This way
we ‘Facetime’ and it’s
like they are next door
to you.”
Brock tells a different story ofher journey
to social media. “Peer
Pressure!” she quipped
with a laugh. “All my
friends wanted me to get
on Facebook. But another thing is that I really
didn’t want to share all
of my personal stuff on
the internet.”
As Facebook and other
tech giants such as Google and Amazon face increasing social and legal
scrutiny over their data
collection methods and
privacy, more and more
users reflect Brock’s concern of having too much
of themselves out for the

From Page 3
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Social Seniors, a group led by Jennifer Smith, works with local seniors
to help them understand and use social media, email, smart phones and
more.
rest of the world to see.
“They know everything
about us,” Steadman
said.
Thanks to the help of
Smith and Social Seniors, they know how to
set up their profile security so their personal
information isn’t readily
available to the public.
“I have mine set up so
they can’t go in check
in my profile and go
through my things,”
Brock said.
“They love it. They
really do,”said Smith.
“But they get worried
that someone is going to
be their friend and take
advantage of them, so I
show them how to make
sure that they’re not
accepting everybody.
“Then they’ll say, ‘This
lady, she just fusses all
the time,’ or, ‘She shares
so-and-so so much and
I’m so sick of it,’ and
I’ll show them how to
unfollow someone. ‘Isshe
going to know? I go to
church with her!’ I’ll
reassure them,’ We’re
not unfriending her, just
unfollowing.’”
Social Seniors has
become an invaluable
source of knowledge for
the group. The younger
generation was born into

this technology and do
not understand the difficulty ofunderstanding
and learning it, according to Smith. It leads to
frustration for everyone
involved.
“Sometimes, they will
talk to me when they’ve
received a new iPhone
or something and they
will ask a grandchild to
show them how to use it,”
she said. “But with that
age group, you will find
that they’ve been born
into it and know how to
use it so well, my group
will say, ‘They showed
me how to use it once,
but when I asked them to
show me again, they’re
like, “I’ve already shown
you that.”’ I think it’s
important to understand
thatwe have to go over
things a couple of times.”
Wattenbarger, who has
no familylocally, lamented good intentions that
are never followed up on.
“We have friends that
will say, ‘I will help you,’
and, ‘I’ll show you what
to do,’” she said. “But
that never happens and
you get stuck being on
your own.”
And what is the most
obvious advantage to a
group such a Social Seniors? “It’s more fun and

easier to learn when you
have a group like this,”
Steadman said.
The group is learning
together while having
some laughs along the

way. As the meeting
at Lavish was being
planned inside a Facebook Messenger group,
someone initiated a
group-wide video chat.
“I thought it was them,
and I started trying to
cut it off,” Steadman
said through laughs,
who turned out to be the
culprit behind the video
call. “I kept trying but
I couldn’t get it off, so
finally I just turned my
whole phone off!”
“I was in Birmingham
and was like, ‘What in
the world?!’” Wattenbarger said.
Up until now, Social
Seniors has not been able
to meet as often as they
would like, something
Smith is addressing
soon. Designs By You, a
business in downtown
Jasper, will be moving
into the old Catholic
Church on Sixth  Avenue.

“I’m going to have a
little office in there, but
the whole church will be
open for us to use,” she
said.“So we will be able
to, on a regular basis
and not having to worry
about what the schedule
is of the senior center,
we will be able to meet
there. We will have a
place with Wi-Fi, tables
and everything tomeet
up on a consistent basis.”
Despite national
trends and surveys,Social Seniors is teaching
and bringing more older
adults around Walker
County into a digitally
connected world. It’s
something that these
ladies are thrilled to be a
part of.
In fact, Steadman has
a message forthose still
holding out on joining
their ranks on social media. “Come to the modern
day! You’reliving under a
rock!” she said.
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Stephens																 From Page 4
stroke in December 2017, he
fished with his friend McArthur Sargent. “We’d start
fishing in October on the big
Warrior River and fish until
the first of May,” he said. “We
caught a lot of fish in that
river.”
“People call him the Crappie
King,” said his son, Dora Mayor Randy Stephens. “There’s no
telling how many people have
eaten his Crappie.” He said his
father catches the fish, filets
them, and has fish fries to feed
his friends and neighbors.
Even though he wanted to
get away from working in the
garden when he was young,
Stephens now has a beautiful
garden with tomatoes, okra,
peas, and beans.
Stephens has three children.
Along with his son Randy, he
has two daughters; Debbie, and
Donna. They have five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
He wants his grandchildren
to remember him as a good
granddad who loved them,

played with them, and cared
for them, according to Stephens.
When it comes to advice for
the grandchildren, he recommends that they go to church
and live a good Christian life.
He would also encourage them
to be kind and loving to people.
Stephens feels that he has a
good family. After his stroke,
he was in the hospital and
therapy for 28 days. Throughout that period, one of his
children or grandchildren was
with him day and night.
His wife thanks God that her
children all turned out good.
“We’ve never had one that we
had to worry about,” Mrs. Stephens said.
One of her friends advised
her not to marry a Stephens,
but a friend, Mama Watson,
gave her some advice: “Just
love him and be good to him,
and you’ll have a good husDaily Mountain Eagle - Rick Watson
band.”
“He did turn out to be a good Even though Stephens wanted to get away from working in the garden when he was
young, he now has a beautiful garden behind his house with tomatoes, okra, peas, and
husband and provider,” she
said.
beans.

Dancing					
and Mayor David O’Mary for supporting their ballroom dance group and
allowing them to use the natatorium
for their monthly dance.  
“Mayor O’Mary, without his support,
we could’ve never done this. That man
has been absolutely fabulous to us,”
Miller said.
Terry Higginbotham added, “We
wouldn’t be able to keep doing this if
the city wasn’t behind us 100 percent
and doing more than their fair share
to see our dance group have a place to
dance.”
While the dance class is nearly at
capacity, seniors 50 and older may
call the Jasper Senior Activity Center at 205-221-8513 to inquire about
participating or attending one of their
monthly dances.
The senior center offers a number of
other activities as well, including dominoes and other games, ceramics, art
and painting, computer classes, bowling, quilting and sewing, and more.
Miller said the dance class, like all
activities at the senior center, are invigorating the lives of participants.
“Some people like to go to the gym at
4:30 in the morning. I wanted to find
something that made it fun to exer-
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Jasper Podiatry Center
MEDICINE AND SURGERY OF THE FOOT
804 20th Avenue East

384-4474

Specializing in the
treatment of:

Daily Mountain Eagle - Nicole Smith

Many couples take part in ballroom
dancing at the Jasper Senior Activity Center.
cise,” he said. “That’s why I wanted to
ballroom dance. It’s a great workout,
mental and physical.”
“I have learned so much, and I learn
so much every time I come,” Sanders
said. “I’ve learned to use my brain and
my feet at the same time, and that’s
what dancing is about.”

• Heel Pain
• Bunions
• Hammer Toes
• Tendonitis
• Flat Feet
• Ingrown Toenails
• Toenail Fungus
• Athlete’s Foot
• Corn and Calluses
• Warts
• Custom Orthotics

John S. Odle, D.P.M.

WE ACCEPT VISA AND MASTERCARD
“No representation about the quality of the podiatric medical services to be performed
or the expertise of the podiatrist performing such services.”
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