INSIDETODAY: Freed after years in solitary, woman faces jailhouse charges / A3

MARCH 22, 2016

JASPER, ALABAMA

— TUESDAY —

WWW.MOUNTAINEAGLE.COM

75 CENTS

BRIEFS

Spring
carnival
opens today
at Jaycees
Fairgrounds

The Walker
County Annual
Spring Carnival will
begin today and run
through Saturday at
the Jasper Jaycee
Fairgrounds.

Gates open today
through Friday at 5
p.m. and Saturday
at 3 p.m.

In addition to tjr
rides, a petting zoo
will be open at the
carnival.
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OUR FACEBOOK
QUESTION OF THE WEEK

An Alabama House commit-
tee approved a bill that
would raise the gas tax by
six cents in order to fund
road construction. What are

your feelings on the possibil-

ity of this happening?

67037 ¢

ALABAMA LEGISLATURE

Governor says he will veto
budget over Medicaid funding

for Medicaid.

Gov. Robert
Bentley

Bentley highlights need for faster
Internet in rural Alabama / A5

MONTGOMERY (AP) — Alabama Gov.
Robert Bentley said Monday that he will
veto a general fund budget lawmakers are
expected to approve this week over what
he called an “unacceptable” appropriation

The Alabama Senate on Tuesday is ex-
pected to give final approval to a budget
that is $85 million short of the amount
Bentley says is needed to adequately fund
the state’s Medicaid program.

“Legislators just don’t understand it,
and I don’t think they want to,” Bentley

said during a press conference in Mon-

roeville

to highlight problems with rural

broadband and health care access.
Bentley, a dermatologist who maintains

his medical license, called the disconnect

between medical providers and legislators

“frustrating” and said lawmakers misun-

derstand the program.
“They (legislators) think there’s a lot of
fraud and abuse — I hear that all the

See LEGISLATURE, A5
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES BEGIN IN JASPER

=

Daily Mountain Eagle - Jennifer Cohron

Bob Smith of Jasper First Baptist Church leads the hymn “There is a Fountain Filled with Blood”
at the opening Holy Week service held at First United Methodist Church on Monday. Services
will continue each day this week at 12:05 p.m., with a free lunch to follow. Music leaders and
ministers from a variety of local denominations will be conducting the services, which are
hosted each year by the Greater Jasper Ministerial Association.

A CPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION

The Secret Pantry

Newly formed initiative meeting needs of area students

By NICOLE SMITH
Daily Mountain Eagle

A newly formed initiative, The
Secret Pantry, in ensuring stu-
dents in county and city schools
will have access to items that
meet their basic needs.

Members of Leadership Walker
County’s 2016 red group are
spearheading the effort to help
poverty stricken youth in the
county and city school districts.
Members include Tina Aaron, a
homeless education consultant
for the Walker County Board of
Education, T.R. Simmons Princi-
pal Jonathan Allen, Public Infor-
mation Coordinator for the City of
Jasper Tana Collins, Hayley Man-
asco of Ridgeview Health Serv-
ices, Wendy Wood of Bevill State
Community College, Robert
Rigsby and David Mize.

“We've got all these different
people that are networked out in
Walker County, and we're just all
bringing them together for one
purpose,” Allen said. “The beauti-
ful thing is this is just one project.
There’s several other projects
that will be going on through
Leadership Walker County that
will benefit our community.”

Photo Special to the Eagle

Tina Aaron, far left, and Lupton Jr. High School students and
faculty recently filled their school’s Secret Pantry.

The Secret Pantry is being im-
plemented in Walker County’s 16
schools and all city of Jasper
schools. Since Aaron presented
the idea to her Leadership Walker
County group in January,
pantries have been stocked in five
county schools — Curry High,

Lupton Jr. High, Cordova High,
Oakman Elementary/Middle and
Oakman High — and T.R. Sim-
mons Elementary.

Each pantry is being stocked
with basic personal hygiene items

See PANTRY, A5

INSIDE

Trump demands
GOP embrace him
as Democrats
unleash new attacks

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
front-runner under attack
from all sides, Republican
Donald Trump demanded
that his party’s skeptical es-
tablishment embrace the in-
evitability of his presidential
nomination as he stormed
into Washington on Mon-
day. / A4

WALKER COUNTY
COMMISSION

Commission
nears new
proposal for
expansion of
F-911 facility

By JENNIFER COHRON
Daily Mountain Eagle

Members of the Walker County
Commission voted Monday to col-
laborate with the Walker County
E-911 board on a project that has
the potential to benefit the local
emergency call center, as well as
the county’s Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

E-911 director Roger Wilson
said the board wants to expand
its facility, located at the old
Walker County Airport, due to a
lack of storage space and an an-
ticipated increase in activity
when Interstate 22 is completely
open.

As the creating authority of E-
911, the county commission is re-
quired to sign off on the
construction.

Wilson said when he broached
the subject with the current ad-
ministration, he was asked if the
project could also include addi-
tional space for Walker County
EMA.

See COMMISSION, A5

Jury awards
$490K in wreck

that injured 2

Supreme Court denies Alabama
death penalty appeal /A5

Special to the Eagle

Last week, a Walker County
jury awarded two Walker County
residents $490,000 in a lawsuit
alleging negligence, wantonness
and negligent and wanton en-
trustment of a motor vehicle.

The jury found that Thomas
McDonald was entitled to
$250,000 and Karen Nicholson
was awarded $240,000. The jury
verdict consisted of both compen-
satory and punitive damages for
injuries sustained in a wreck that
occurred when they were struck
from behind at a high rate of
speed while on Highway 69 South

See WRECK, A5
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Buy your diamond with confidence.
Buy from the best.

Young Jewelers is consistently voted the
~ ‘ number one jewelry store in Walker County.
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Police: Mall Easter bunny,
father scuffle after child slips

JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — The Easter bunny has
been involved in a mall brawl.

A mall Easter bunny and a father got into a scuffle
Sunday after the man’s child slipped from a chair while
getting her photo taken, Jersey City police said Monday.

A video posted on Twitter on Sunday evening shows
a chaotic scene at the Newport Centre in Jersey City,
New Jersey, near an area set up to take photos with the
Easter bunny.

City spokeswoman Jennifer Morrill says the father of
the 1-year-old verbally and physically attacked the 22-
year-old who was playing the role of Easter bunny after
the girl slipped.

Morrill says both men were taken to a hospital with
minor injuries.

No charges have been filed as police continue investi-
gating.

The video shows a man wearing the body suit of the
bunny costume fighting and then being separated by se-
curity. A few seconds later, the man in the bunny cos-

tume appeared again, throws off his white bunny gloves
ciated Press it would have a comment later Monday.
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DEATHS & FUNERALS

Flavel Urwane Westbrook

Flavel Urwane Westbrook, 52, of Nauvoo, passed away
Friday, March 18, 2016, at Princeton Baptist Medical
Center in Birmingham.

Visitation for family and friends will be held today,
March 22, 2016, from 1 until 2 p.m. at Kilgore-Green Fu-
neral Home in Jasper. A memorial service will be held
today, March 22, 2016, at 2 p.m. in the Kilgore-Green
Chapel. J.D. Dickerson will officiate.

Westbrook was preceded in death by his father, Urbane
Westbrook; brother, Danny Westbrook; grandmothers,
Mary Morrow and Orlena Westbrook; grandfathers,
Flavel Westbrook and Bill Jean; and nephew, John
Everette.

He is survived by his mother, Ann Westbrook; wife, An-
gela Westbrook; children, Autumn Westbrook, Alex West-
brook, Tristan Westbrook, Samantha Wilson and Richard
Hudson; brother, Billy Westbrook (Melissa); sister, Eliza-
beth Everette; nieces, Madison Westbrook and Marianne
Westbrook; and a host of aunts, uncles and cousins.

You may sign the online register at www.kilgoregreen-
funeralhome.com.

Kilgore-Green Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-9503

John William Sudduth

John William Sudduth, 72, of Double Springs, entered
into rest on Saturday, March 19, 2016, at his home sur-
rounded by his loving family.

Sudduth was born on Oct. 30, 1943. John was a mem-
ber of Double Springs First Baptist Church for 44 years,
where he was a deacon and a Sunday School teacher. He
was a 1961 graduate of Addison High School. He received
his bachelor’s degree from Auburn University and a mas-
ter’s degree from Alabama A&M in 1972. John was an Ag
teacher for five years at Spring Garden High School and
an Ag teacher for Winston County High School for 29
years. He was a member of the following organizations:
Northwest Alabama Livestock Auction Board of Direc-
tors, Traders and Farmers Bank Advisory Board, Winston
County Farmers Federation Board, Winston County Nat-
ural Resources Council, Winston County Republican
Party Vice-Chairman, State Alabama Treasure Forest
Committee, Grass Roots Advisory Council through the
Winston County Cooperative Extension Office, Winston
County Equalization Board, Winston County Soil and
Water Conservation District Board and Winston County
High School FFA Advisory Committee. During his life-
time, John received numerous honors and awards includ-
ing WCHS Honorary Chapter FFA Degree, Alabama FFA
Honorary State Farmer, Double Springs Panorama Study
Club Outstanding Service Award, W. Kelly Mosley Envi-
ronmental Award, Ronald Reagan Award from Winston
County Republicans and Designated Treasure Forest
Farm. He enjoyed raising cattle, timber and spending
time with family and friends.

Visitation will be today, March 22, 2016, from 1 until 2
p-m. at Double Springs First Baptist Church in Double
Springs. Funeral services will be today, March 22, 2016,
at 2 p.m. at Double Springs First Baptist Church. Kenny
Sudduth, Dr. Lance Hogan, James Hood, and Danny Page
will officiate. Burial will follow in Double Springs Memo-
rial Cemetery.

Sudduth is survived by his loving wife of 48 years,
Mary Lansford Sudduth; son, John (Amy) Sudduth Jr.;
daughters, Sanda (Stan) Posey and Carla (Brett)
McEwen; brothers-in-law, Ray Edwards and Tom Jenkins.
He was “Granddaddy” to seven grandchildren, Matthew
May, Will May, Anna Posey, Jonathan Sudduth, David
Sudduth, Daniel Sudduth and Laurel McEwen.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Johnie and
Arie Walker Sudduth of Addison; and sisters, Pernie
Jenkins, Fay Edwards, Willene Taylor and her husband,
Kenneth, and Winell Cole and her husband, Bob.

The family would like to thank special friends Lennith
Hill, Danny King, Glenn Boone, Winston County Home
Health - Kathy and Karen, Northwest Alabama Hospice
— Jessica, Cassie, Jennifer, and Cheryl; and Dr. Stacy
Horsley, Marcia, Luann and staff.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be
made to Gideon’s International, Southern Baptist Con-
vention - Annie Armstrong Easter Offering or the Amer-
ican Cancer Society.

Friends may sign guest book at www.nicholsfuneral-
homes.com.

Nichols Funeral Home, Haleyville; 205-486-2204

Patricia Ann Cunningham

Patricia Ann Cunningham, 59, of Sumiton, passed away
Sunday, March 20, 2016, at her daughter’s residence.

There are no services scheduled at this time.

Cunningham was preceded in death by her grandson,
Jeromy Borden; and brothers, Jackie Mills, Danny Mills,
and David Mills.

She is survived by her daughters, Patricia Michelle
“Micki” Knight Bridges and her husband, Dayron, Shea
Catherine Knight and Tina Lee Knight Cork and her hus-
band, Leonard; grandchildren, Madison Bridges, Elyssa
Cork, Ryan Williams, Leland Williams and Blake
Williams; sister, Sara White; and a host of other relatives
and friends.

You may sign an online register or express private con-
dolences to the family at BellSumiton.com.

Bell Funeral Home, Sumiton; 205-648-6611

Lola Cadwell Martin

Lola Cadwell Martin, 98, of Oakman, passed away
Monday, March 21, 2016, at her residence.

Funeral arrangements will be announced by Collins-
Burke Funeral Home.

Collins-Burke Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-5571

Chiquita K. Henderson

Chiquita K. Henderson, 54, of Jasper, passed away Sun-
day, March 20, 2016, at Walker Baptist Medical Center.

Funeral arrangements will be announced by Collins-
Burke Funeral Home.

Collins-Burke Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-5571

Kenneth Hugh Key

Kenneth Hugh Key, 78, of Houston, entered into rest
on Saturday, March 19, 2016, at Princeton Baptist Med-
ical Center.

Key was born on March 3, 1938, in
Jasper. He was a member of Houston
Congregational Church.

Visitation was held Monday, March
21,2016, from 2 until 4 p.m. at Nichols
Funeral Home in Double Springs,
where services were held at 4 p.m.
Homer Jones and Bobby Smith offici-
ated. Burial was at Poplar Springs
Cemetery.

Key is survived by his wife of 59 1/2
years, Vera Mae Key; son, Ralph Key; daughter, Lilly Key;
brother, Rocky (Darlene) Key; sister, Glenda Morris; and
special friend, Ricky Moody. He was “Poppa” to five grand-
children, Kenny Key (Kayla Grace), Shian Key, Ralph
Woods, Chris Spain and Charity Watts; and 11 great-
grandchildren.

Mr. Key was preceded in death by his parents, Charlie
and Staller Key; sons, Kenneth Ray, Donnie Ray, Billy Joe
and Charles Ray Key; daughter, Rebecca Key; and grand-
son, Terry Lynn Ralliff.

Friends may sign guest book at www.nicholsfuneral-
homes.com.

Nichols Funeral Home, Haleyville; 205-486-2204

Bobby James ‘Bob’ Dunn

Bobby James “Bob” Dunn, 53, of Parrish, passed away
Sunday, March 20, 2016, at his residence.

Visitation for family and friends was held Monday,
March 21, 2016, in the parlor at Collins-Burke Funeral
Home in Jasper. Funeral services were held Monday,
March 21, 2016, at noon in the Collins-Burke Chapel.
Levi Sides officiated. Burial was at Odom Memorial
Cemetery in Parrish.

Dunn was preceded in death by his brother, Billy A.
Dunn; grandfather, Amon Dunn; grandmother, Emma
Dunn; grandfather, Ocie Parker; and grandmother, Gene
Parker.

He is survived by his wife, Rebamae Scott Dunn of Par-
rish; daughter, Seon Softley; son, Dakota James Dunn;
mother, Nelline Parker Dunn; father, Billy J. Dunn; sis-
ters, Wanda DeFoor and Teresa Dunn; two grandchildren;
and a host of nieces, nephews and friends.

Pallbearers were Barry Pate, Kenny Standfield, Brent
DeFoor, Corey DeFoor, Kevin Pringle, Jake Dunn, Dalton
Pringle and Mark DeFoor.

Collins-Burke Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-5571

John Allen Wilson

John Allen Wilson, 50, of Jasper, passed away Wednes-
day, March 16, 2016, at his residence.

A private graveside service and burial was held Sun-
day, March 20, 2016, at Mt. Zion Cemetery on Fall City
Road in Jasper.

Wilson was preceded in death by his father, Johnny Lee
Wilson; and grandparents, Henry and Elma Wilson and
James and Dorothy Burgett.

He is survived by his wife, Kimberly Wilson; children,
Amber Potoka (Thomas), Jake Wilson (Ashley) and Caleb
Wilson (Renae); grandchild, Ben Potoka; mother and step-
father, Gloria Jean and Jerry Estes; siblings, Missy Valen-
tine (Michael), Mandy Lynn (Scotty), and Linda Boots
(Nick); nieces and nephews, Briana Lynn, Sara Beth
Lynn, Gage Lynn, Jared Meherg, Jace Valentine, Kaylee
Wakefield and Gunnar Wakefield; great-nephew, Barrett
Smith; and a host of family and friends.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests any memories or
condolences you would like to share be sent to Gloria
Estes, 3801 N. Airport Road, Jasper, AL 35504.

You may sign the online register at www.kilgoregreen-
funeralhome.com.

Kilgore-Green Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-9503

Brenda D. Leavins

Brenda D. Leavins, 59, of Jasper, passed away Satur-
day, March 19, 2016, at Walker Baptist Medical Center.

Funeral arrangements will be announced by Collins-
Burke Funeral Home.

Collins-Burke Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-5571

Jacob Cody Sanders

Jacob Cody Sanders, 24, of Florence, formerly of Cor-
dova.

Funeral arrangements will be announced by Collins-
Burke Funeral Home.

Collins-Burke Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-5571

Jeremiah Michael Sanders

Jeremiah Michael Sanders, 29, of Killen, formerly of
Cordova.

Funeral arrangements will be announced by Collins-
Burke Funeral Home.

Collins-Burke Funeral Home, Jasper; 205-384-5571

Paul H. Birmingham Sr.

Paul H. Birmingham Sr., 91, of Sipsey, passed away
Sunday, March 20, 2016, at his daughter’s residence in
Jasper.

Funeral arrangements will be announced by Bell Fu-
neral Home in Sumiton.

Bell Funeral Home, Sumiton; 205-648-6611

Fire leads to Caesars Palace hotel evacuation on Vegas Strip

LAS VEGAS (AP) — An escalator
fire sent smoke billowing into parts
of Las Vegas’ glitzy Caesars Palace,
sending three hotel workers to the
hospital with smoke inhalation and
leading to an evacuation early Mon-
day, officials said.

The blaze reported about 3:30 a.m.
came from the top of the main esca-
lators at the promenade level into
the hotel’s convention center and
spread to curtains, Clark County
Fire Department said. Smoke swept
from a ballroom area into the casino,

Caesars

said.

forcing the evacuation of the conven-
tion center and nearby areas.
Entertainment Corp.
spokeswoman Jennifer Forkish said
140 hotel rooms on three floors of
the Palace Tower were evacuated for
about two hours. Some shops nearby
and a part of the casino floor also
were briefly evacuated.

The three employees were treated
and released from a Las Vegas hos-
pital later in the morning, a Univer-
sity Medical Center spokeswoman

No patrons or hotel guests were
injured.

Robert Merritt, 54, who was on va-
cation with his family from the
Chicago area, said his wife and
daughter were staying in a Palace
Tower room that was not evacuated.

He said they were startled by the
alarms, truck sirens and fire depart-
ment response but were not given
any directions or had any communi-
cation from the hotel. They decided
to stay in the room to wait for in-
structions.
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Freed after years in solitary, woman faces jailhouse charges

NEW YORK (AP)
Candie Hailey spent more
than three years in a New
York City jail, most of it in
solitary confinement, be-
fore a jury decided she was
innocent last year and set
her free. Now, prosecutors
say she still hasn’t been
punished enough.

The 32-year-old woman
went on trial Monday on
criminal charges stem-
ming from a confrontation
with guards at the city’s
Rikers Island jail in 2013.

Hailey’s chaotic Rikers
stint and subsequent
struggle to return to soci-
ety was documented ear-
lier this year by The
Associated Press. She
faces a felony charge of
criminal  mischief for
breaking a chair used to
scan inmates’ body cavities
for contraband.

Hailey, who was diag-
nosed with borderline
character disorder, mood
disorder and anti-social
personality disorder, could
face up to seven years in
prison if convicted. She
also faces misdemeanor
counts of harassment, ob-
structing government ad-
ministration and assault.

“This all makes me feel
like there is no such thing
as criminal justice,” Hailey
said Monday during a
break in court action.

The trial, which will be
decided by a judge rather
than a jury, opened with
testimony from a jail cap-
tain who testified that she
heard, but didn’t see, Hai-
ley break a piece off an ap-
paratus called a “BOSS
chair” while her cell was
being searched.

Hailey told the AP the

In this July 2015 file photo, Candie Hailey, center, speaks during a monthly
rally calling for the end of solitary confinement in New York. Hailey, who spent
more than three years on Rikers Island pre-trial and served much of it in soli-
tary confinement before being acquitted, began standing trial Monday for
criminal charges stemming from a jailhouse confrontation with guards.

chair was already broken
when she got to the room.

“Who knows who really
broke it,” she said.

Her lawyer, Patrick Hig-
gins, questioned how she
could have damaged the
device while her hands
were covered with protec-
tive mitts designed to keep
her from grasping any-
thing.

Of her first 29 months in
jail, Hailey served about
27 of them in 23-hour iso-
lation for breaking jail-
house rules and was
frequently involved in con-
frontations and scuffles
with guards. She regularly

hurt herself by banging
her head against her cell
wall or cutting at her
wrists with broken light
fixtures. And at least eight
times during her time in
solitary, she was hospital-
ized for suicide attempts
that included swallowing a
hair remover product.

Criminal justice experts
have said Hailey’s defiance
was a common reaction to
the continued use of soli-
tary confinement for diffi-
cult inmates, especially
those with mental health
problems.

The newly elected Bronx
district attorney, Darcel

Clark, has vowed to ag-
gressively pursue charges
against inmates who as-
sault jail guards.

In a letter, Hailey’s sup-
porters have urged Clark
to exercise restraint and
dismiss the charges
against Hailey in the in-
terest of justice.

“Here is an opportunity
to right a wrong,” the letter
states. “She should not be
prosecuted for incidents
that occurred during an or-
deal that the city now
agrees should not be prac-
ticed in our jails.”

A spokeswoman for
Clark declined to com-

Hogan-Gawker jury awards $25M in punitive damages

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.
(AP) — A Florida jury
awarded a total of $25 mil-
lion in punitive damages
Monday in the Hulk
Hogan sex tape trial, hit-
ting Gawker Media with a
$15 million judgment and
its owner, Nick Denton,
with $10 million.

It also assessed
$100,000 against A.J.
Daulerio, the Gawker edi-
tor who decided to post the
edited sex video and wrote
the post that accompanied
it.

The punitive damages
come on top of a $115 mil-
lion the jury imposed Fri-
day after two weeks of
trial.

Hogan sued Gawker
after it posted a video of
him having sex with his
then-best friend’s wife.
Hogan said he didn't know
he was being taped.

Hogan’s lawyer had
asked jurors Monday to
add punitive damages to
the $115 million judgment.
Gawker’s lawyer pleaded
that the existing verdict
was already “debilitating”
for the company.

During brief closing ar-
guments Monday, Hogan’s
lawyer Kenneth Turkel
said Gawker Media’s gross
revenues in 2015 were
$48.7 million and that
founder Nick Denton has a
total of $121 million, in-
cluding a $3.6 million
Manhattan condo. Gawker
Media is worth $83 mil-
lion, the lawyers said.

Daulerio, the editor, has
no assets, the lawyers said.
They said Daulerio has

Photo by Scott Keeler/The
Tampa Bay Times via AP, Pool

Terry Bollea, known as

professional  wrestler
Hulk Hogan, watches
potential jurors at the
Pinellas County Court-
house in St. Petersburg,
Fla., as jury selection
began in his case vs.
Gawker Media.

$27,000 in student loan
debt.

Turkel asked the jury to
decide on a punitive
amount as both punish-
ment to Gawker and a de-
terrent to other media
companies.

Jurors have “an ability
to send a message,” Turkel
said, adding that Gawker
acted with reckless disre-
gard when it posted an ed-
ited version of the sex
video.

Michael Sullivan, repre-
senting Gawker, said the
New York Media company
has “"heard your judgment

and we take it very seri-

ously.”
The $115 million judg-
ment “is  punishment

enough” and “is already far
beyond their means.”

“The amount of that ver-
dict could already be debil-
itating for Gawker Media,”
Sullivan said.

“Your verdict will send a
chill down the spine of
writers, producers, and
publishers,” he added.

Despite the jury's deci-
sion on punitive damages,
it’s clear the case isn’t over.
Gawker has already said it
would appeal.

Ex-State Dept.
worker gets 5 years
in sextortion case

ATLANTA (AP) — A for-
mer U.S. State Depart-
ment employee  was
sentenced Monday to serve
nearly five years in federal
prison for accessing young
women’s online accounts
from his computer at the
American embassy in Lon-
don and threatening to ex-
pose their sexually explicit

photos.
Michael C. Ford, 36, sent
“phishing” emails to

women, specifically target-
ing members of sororities
and aspiring models. He
claimed to be a member of
Google’s account deletion
team, which doesn’t exist,
to get them to hand over
their passwords, prosecu-
tors said.

U.S. District Judge
Eleanor Ross sentenced
him to four years and nine
months in prison followed
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by three years on super-
vised release. Ross granted
arequest to delay the start
of his prison term until
after Aug. 1 so that he can
be present when his wife is
due to give birth to their
second child in late July.

Ford told the judge he
was feeling small and
looked down upon in his
personal and professional
lives and retreated into an
online world where the
people he was interacting
with didn’t seem real, he
said. He’s truly sorry to his
victims, he said.

“What I did was a low
and cowardly act by a per-
son who was desperate,” he
said.

He wanted to get caught
so he’d be fired and could
leave an unbearable work
situation without having
to say he was a quitter, he
said, adding that he suf-
fered from severe depres-
sion and suicidal thoughts.
He cried as he addressed
the judge.

More than 30 of Ford’s
friends and family mem-
bers, including some who'd
traveled from England,
packed the courtroom to
show support. A dozen peo-
ple, including his wife, ad-
dressed the court either in
person or by video, describ-
ing Ford as a doting hus-
band and loving father to
his 2-year-old son.
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This Jan. 28 file photo shows a solitary confine-
ment cell at New York City’s Riker’s Island jail

known all as “the bing.”

ment.

Hailey was initially
jailed in 2012 after a group
of women accused her of
stabbing a baby during a
fistfight. Hailey said she
was the victim in the case.
The three women robbed
her, she said, and the child
was injured when one of
them knocked over a
stroller during the melee.

The infant suffered a hair-
line skull fracture and
needed three stitches.

Since her release, Hailey
has struggled to find sta-
bility, bouncing between
shelters, friends’ couches
and sometimes the subway
to sleep. She lost her pub-
lic housing apartment and
is trying to regain custody
of her two children.
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
A front-runner under at-
tack from all sides, Repub-
lican Donald Trump
demanded that his party’s
skeptical establishment
embrace the inevitability
of his presidential nomina-
tion as he stormed into
Washington on Monday.
Democrats responded by
debuting a multi-pronged
assault, shifting their rhet-
oric and resources against
the man they expect to
face in a contentious and
ugly general election cam-
paign.

“If people want to be
smart, they should em-
brace this movement,”
Trump declared at a news
conference, shrugging off
passionate resistance to
his candidacy from both
parties.

“I'm an outsider,” Trump
said. “They’re not used to
this.”

As he often is, Trump
was dogged by protests. A
group of rabbis planned to
boycott his evening speech
to a pro-Israel lobbying
group.

Democratic presidential
front-runner Hillary Clin-
ton touched off her party’s
fresh anti-Trump cam-
paign during a morning
foreign policy speech to the
American Israel Public Af-
fairs Conference, question-
ing the former reality
television star’s readiness
to guide the nation
through delicate interna-
tional entanglements.

“We need steady hands,”
Clinton told thousands at
the pro-Israel gathering.
“Not a president who says
he’s neutral on Monday,
pro-Israel on Tuesday and
who-knows-what on
Wednesday because every-
thing’s negotiable.”

ELECTION 2016
Trump demands GOP embrace him as Dems unleash new attacks

AP Photo

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a campaign
event in the atrium of the Old Post Office Pavilion, soon to be a Trump Inter-
national Hotel, Monday in Washington.

Israel’s security, she pro-
claimed, “is non-nego-
tiable.”

Trump kindled criticism
from Republicans as well
as Democrats earlier in
the year when he pledged
to be “sort of a neutral
guy” on Israel. While the
U.S. is officially neutral in
the Middle East conflict,
his statement marked a
rhetorical departure for
U.S. presidential candi-
dates.

Clinton and her allies
have readied a three-
pronged effort against
Trump that targets his
character, credentials and
controversial statements
about women and minori-
ties. That began in earnest
on Monday, with labor
unions, members of Con-
gress and the presidential
candidates all escalating
their criticism.

“Let’s be honest — @re-

alDonaldTrump is a loser,”
tweeted Sen. Elizabeth
Warren, before launching
into eight messages slam-
ming Trump’s “failed busi-
nesses,” “petty bullying”
and “flagrant narcissism.”

The Massachusetts sen-
ator and liberal hero had
largely stayed out of the
presidential race, avoiding
any endorsement of Clin-
ton or her Democratic
rival, Bernie Sanders.

The harsh words came
the day before Clinton is
likely to extend her over-
whelming delegate lead
over Sanders in primary
contests in Arizona, Utah
and Idaho. On the Repub-
lican side, Trump’s re-
maining rivals — Texas
Sen. Ted Cruz and Ohio
Gov. John Kasich — are
fighting in Arizona and
Utah to stop him from
building an insurmount-
able lead as well.

Cruz unveiled an en-
dorsement from Utah Re-
publican Gov. Gary
Herbert, who declared in a
state Capitol news confer-
ence that Cruz has the
best chance to stop Trump.
Kasich’s campaign was
promoting an endorse-
ment from the GOP’s 2012
nominee, Mitt Romney —
although Romney only en-
dorsed Kasich in Ohio.
He’s backing Cruz in Utah.

Shortly after Clinton’s
speech, Trump huddled in
Washington for a closed-
door meeting with about
two dozen Republican offi-
cials, many of them sup-
porters.

“It’s obvious that Mr.
Trump will be our nomi-
nee,” said Rep. Chris
Collins, one of two New
York congressmen openly
backing him. “We need to
take the fight to Hillary
Clinton.”

Health insurance gains due to Obama’s law, not economy

WASHINGTON (AP) —
There’s growing evidence
that most of the dramatic
gain in the number of
Americans with health
care coverage is due to
President Barack Obama’s
law, and not the gradual
recovery of the nation’s
economy.

That could pose a politi-
cal risk for Republicans
running against “Oba-
macare” in the GOP pri-
maries as they shift to the
general election later this
year. While the health care
law remains highly unpop-
ular in the party, the
prospect of taking away
health care coverage from
millions of people could
trigger a backlash if the
eventual GOP nominee’s
plan to replace it is seen as
coming up short.

“There are different
phases of the campaign,”
said GOP pollster Bill
McInturff. Playing to like-
minded voters in the pri-
maries, Republican
front-runner Donald
Trump doesn’t have to
spell how hed replace
Obama’s law. “When you
get to the general election,
the demand for what you
are going to do different
starts to escalate.”

Under “Obamacare,” the
share of Americans with-
out health insurance has
dropped to a historic low of
about 9 percent, with room
to go even lower. But even
as the economy has ex-
panded, major government
surveys point to a lacklus-
ter rebound for employer-
based coverage.

“It’s very clear that the
Affordable Care Act has
done most of the work in
decreasing the number of
uninsured,” said economist
Robert Kaestner of the
University of Illinois at
Chicago.

The numbers vary across
different government sur-
veys, but the overall pat-
tern is strikingly similar:

— The Census Bureau’s
American Community Sur-
vey found about 3 million
more people gained em-
ployer coverage between
2010, when the health law
passed, and 2014. But the
number of uninsured peo-
ple dropped by more than
10 million during that
same period. The strongest
gains appeared to come
from Medicaid, which was
expanded under Obama’s
law. The percentage of
Americans covered by em-
ployers stayed about the
same.

— The National Health
Interview Survey from the

In this March 2010 file photo, President Obama
signs the health care bill in the East Room of the
White House in Washington.

Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention also
found that employer cover-
age was essentially flat be-
tween 2010 and 2014. But
the same survey found
12.6 million more people
with health insurance dur-
ing that period.

— The Census Bureau’s
Current Population Survey

found no statistically sig-
nificant change in the
number of people covered
by employers from 2013 to
2014, while the number of
uninsured people dropped
by nearly 9 million as the
law’s main coverage expan-
sion got under way during
that time.

“This kind of shift in in-
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surance I don’t think can
be explained by the econ-
omy,” economist Christine
Eibner of the RAND Cor-
poration said.

Added Rep. Scott Des-
Jarlais of Tennessee: “Peo-
ple up here need to take a
look at what’s happening
and probably get used to
the idea that it’s very
likely Donald Trump will
be our nominee.”

The New York real es-
tate mogul was using a
rare day in Washington to
woo a Republican estab-
lishment that’s been reluc-
tant — and in some cases
hell bent — on stopping
his rise. Beyond main-
stream Republicans,
Trump also faces resist-
ance from pro-Israel ac-
tivists over what they
consider a mixed record on
the Middle East.

He has refused to make
the perennial Republican
campaign promise to move
the U.S. Embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem, draw-
ing boos last year from the
Republican Jewish Coali-
tion.

On Monday, Trump also
appeared to break with
decades of U.S. precedent
on aid to Israel.

When a reporter noted
that Trump, in his rallies,
frequently says that afflu-
ent countries that accept
U.S. aid — like Germany
and Japan — should re-
turn the funds. The Repub-
lican front-runner was
then asked if that should
apply to Israel.
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wife gave him an ear full!
“What did you ask me before?”
“I asked if you saw that billboard back there.”

No, what was it?”

“Did you see that
billboard we Just
W passed?”

“Not really. What did it say?”
“It was really interesting. It was something about a

“HEY, watch that guy pulling over in our lane!”
“Yea, he’s been swerving around a lot.”
“Probably trying to dial his cellphone.’
“There you go, he’s straightening up now. I bet his
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Bentley highlights need for faster Internet in rural Alabama

MONROEVILLE (AP) — Gow.
Robert Bentley sat beside a
young girl in a classroom at
Monroeville Elementary School
on Monday, looking at the girl’s
laptop computer, as the two con-
sidered a question about the way
pulley systems work.

The girl’s screen seemed to lag
behind her classmates’ for a few
seconds, a wheel spinning on
screen while the machine at-
tempted to connect to the sys-
tem. Monroe County Schools’
director of technology DevLynne
Barnes sighed in frustration.

The disruption was a small,
barely noticeable blip in the
classroom where about a dozen
students engaged in a competi-
tive quiz game. But Bentley vis-
ited the school to discuss
high-speed Internet coverage in
rural schools, and Barnes said

the brief computer delay was a
small example of issues educa-
tors deal with daily.

Monroeville, in rural Monroe
County about halfway between
Montgomery and Mobile, doesn’t
have the fiber cables or towers
for high-speed Internet. The
spotty, expensive Internet serv-
ice they do have has exasperated
educators trying to ready stu-
dents for a digitally focused
workforce.

“That’s where education is
going, and we have to keep up
with that,” Bentley said Monday.
“It’s so important, not just for ed-
ucation. It’s important for eco-
nomic development that we have
high speed Internet.”

According to a 2015 Federal
Communications Commission
report, almost 35 percent of Al-
abamians don’t have high-speed

service. Bentley established the
Office of Broadband Develop-
ment in 2015 to address service
in rural areas, and this year he
announced plans to use Educa-
tion Trust Fund money to match
a federal grant program called
E-rate to expand rural connec-
tivity.

Monroeville Elementary is
technologically well-equipped in
some areas. Every student in the
class Bentley visited was using a
Chromebook to answer a multi-
ple-choice quiz, which automati-
cally sent feedback and statistics
to the teachers. But physical
technology can be rendered use-
less by an unreliable Internet
connection.

“It’s like putting in brand new
water faucets without a water
line,” Barnes said. “We’ve got our
infrastructure ready, if we can

just get the network here.”

Barnes said educators could
easily revert to old school in-
struction sans technology, but
the Internet is no longer just a
helpful tool for instruction. Dig-
ital fluency is a vital skill chil-
dren need to be successful in
college or in the workforce.

“We wouldn’t be preparing
these children for their future,”
Barnes said.

On a day-to-day basis, a spotty
connection can lead to frustrated
students and a loss of instruc-
tion time. Superintendent Greg
Shehan said he’s watched chil-
dren become disengaged from
their lesson as they wait for web-
pages to load.

Testing presents more prob-
lems, as administrators can cur-
rently only test a few students at
a time for fear the system will

become overwhelmed and crash.

And in rural, isolated areas
like much of Alabama’s Black
Belt, school systems like Monroe
County are often the most tech-
nologically advanced institu-
tions for miles.

Many students don’t have In-
ternet access of any kind at
home. Betty Madison, the princi-
pal of Monroe Intermediate, said
she allows parents to file appli-
cations or apply for job recertifi-
cation at the school.

Madison’s school, even more
isolated than  Monroeville,
barely has the Internet capacity
to process student paperwork
through a central system.

Madison said she asks teach-
ers and staff to turn their per-
sonal devices off when she
knows the system needs to be
used.

STATE IN BRIEF

North Alabama teacher
arrested on sex charges

DECATUR — A high school teacher from north
Alabama is charged with having sexual relations
with two students.

Decatur police say 42-year-old Carrie Cabri Witt
faces two counts of being a school employee en-
gaging in sex with a student less than 19. A school
website says the woman teaches history and so-
cial studies at Decatur High.

Decatur police say they received information on
Thursday that Witt had been involved with a stu-
dent. Officers say they found a second victim dur-
ing their investigation.

Police say Witt was arrested Monday at her
home. Court records aren’t available to show
whether Witt has a lawyer who could speak on her
behalf. Police say the school system’s standard
procedure is to place teachers on paid leave fol-
lowing an arrest.

Troopers: Missing Alabama
man found dead, car wrecked

TUSCALOOSA — State troopers say a missing
Tuscaloosa man has been found dead in a car ac-
cident.

Troopers say a wrecked Ford Mustang driven by
24-year-old Zach Koch was found about 9 miles
south of Tuscaloosa on Monday. The vehicle ran
off a road and down a hill, striking several trees.

Troopers say the single-vehicle wreck happened
about 4 a.m. Sunday, and Koch hadn’t been heard
from since shortly before that time.

His sister, Charlee Koch, tells the Tuscaloosa
News the University of Alabama graduate was last
seen by a friend who gave him a ride home after a
night out at a bar.

She says the man was going to meet his girl-
friend but texted that he couldn’t find her house.
He never showed up.

— The Associated Press

Legislature

time,” Bentley said. “It’s as bare
bones as you can possibly get. It’s
children, the elderly, pregnant
women and the disabled. Able-bod-
ied people don’t get it.”

The budget poised for final pas-
sage would steer $700 million to
Medicaid.

The agency has said it needs $785
million to maintain current services
and continue the lawmaker-ap-
proved transition to regional man-
aged care.

Sen. Trip Pittman, chairman of
the Senate Finance and Taxation
General Fund Committee, said Mon-
day that he will seek Senate concur-
rence with House changes to the
budget Tuesday.

If senators agree, that will send
the spending plan on to Bentley.

Pittman said the additional
money for Medicaid is just not there
without slashing other agencies. The

Montrose Republican said lawmak-
ers will continue the discussions
after the budget passage.

“We’ll continue the conversation
and see who, if anybody, is willing to
come to the table on solutions,”
Pittman said.

Although the governor has threat-
ened a veto, lawmakers, if they
choose to, could override his objec-
tions with relative ease. A majority
vote of the elected members of both
chambers could enact the spending
plan over Bentley’s objections.

Medicaid Commissioner
Stephanie Azar has said the agency
needs $785 million to continue the
transition to regional managed care,
a shift that has been three years in
the making. The Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid approved
the state’s waiver application last
month.

Instead of the traditional fee-for-

From A1

service health care delivery model,
Alabama plans to contract with 11
regional care organizations to pro-
vide care and case management
services for patients. The state
planned to debut the new system
Oct. 1.

The organizations will assign a
primary care doctor to each patient
and might provide additional serv-
ices such as transportation to assure
that the low-income patients are
able to get to appointments. Law-
makers approved the change two
years ago in the hopes of tamping
down future Medicaid costs.

Monroe County Hospital CEO Jeff
Brannon urged doctors to personally
contact legislators to express their
concerns.

“If they (legislators) let it fall
apart, it’s going to be a crisis they
don’t want to take up, in my opin-
ion,” Brannon said.

Wreck

near Jasper.

The driver of the other vehicle, Thomas Santiago,
pleaded guilty to being under the influence of drugs
and alcohol at the time of the accident.

Two other defendants, Karolyn Painter and Kourt-
ney Painter, were charged with entrusting their truck
to the driver who they knew, or reasonably should
have known, was a risk to the driving public and that
an accident was likely to occur.

“We are very grateful for and humbled by the jury’s
decision in this case. The jury sent a message that peo-
ple should never entrust a vehicle to a person that
they know is incapable of safely operating a vehicle,”
said Garve W. Ivey III, an attorney for McDonald and
Nicholson. “The jury clearly agreed that a person who
negligently entrusts a vehicle to an incompetent
driver will be held responsible and will have to pay for
injuries that result.”

The punitive damages in this case were divided be-
tween the defendants, the owners of the vehicle and
the defendant driver.

From A1

Strange: Court’s denial in Alabama
death penalty appeal demonstrates
state law is constitutional

MONTGOMERY - On Monday, the U.S. Supreme
Court denied a petition for certiorari in Clayton
Shanklin v. Alabama, in which a convicted murderer
argued that Alabama’s capital sentencing scheme was
unconstitutional under the Court’s recent decision in
Hurst v. Florida.

This was the first Alabama death penalty appeal to
reach the Supreme Court on this issue since Hurst
was decided on Jan. 12.

“The Supreme Court’s decision to deny this petition
establishes, yet again, that Alabama capital sentenc-
ing system is constitutional,” Attorney General Luther
Strange said. “As I have previously explained, the
Court’s decision about Florida law in Hurst has no
bearing on the constitutionality of Alabama’s materi-
ally different capital sentencing system. It is time for
criminal defense lawyers to stop making specious ar-
guments and for public officials to recognize that Al-
abama’s capital sentencing is constitutional under
current U.S. Supreme Court precedent.”

In the Florida case, the holding is that a jury must
find the aggravating factor in order to make someone
eligible for the death penalty.

Alabama’s system already requires the jury to do
just that. The jury must unanimously find an aggra-
vating factor at either the guilt or sentencing phase
— such as when the murder was committed during a
robbery, a rape or a kidnapping.

Shanklin was convicted of capital murder and at-
tempted murder, which he committed during a home-
invasion robbery in 2009 in Cordova. A jury in Walker
County Circuit Court recommended Shanklin be sen-
tenced to life without parole. But, under Alabama law,
the judge sentenced Shanklin to death because of his
long criminal history and the nature and circum-
stances of his crime.

There were no noted dissents to the Court’s single
sentence order denying the petition.

Pantry
From A1

that students may not
have access to, along with
clothing and food in some
pantries.

Aaron said the goal is to
have enough products in
each pantry to serve 50
students, and she says that
while many students in
need have been provided
for in years past, The Se-
cret Pantry allows a
greater number to be
served.

“It’s not a new concept.
Teachers have been doing
it forever, bus drivers,
lunchroom people. They've
all been meeting needs.
This is just another way to
do it,” she said.

Some pantries are being
built from scratch, while
others are being placed in
existing areas within each
school. Allen says students
from all schools are getting
involved in The Secret
Pantry project, helping to
stock, build and raise
money to purchase items.

“Our passion has been
that this is student led, not
just adults going in and
doing something, because
we want it to be sustain-
able,” he said.

Aaron says roughly
$10,000 has been raised in
six weeks for the project,
with area businesses and
individuals contributing to
the cause. Professional
Pharmacy, West Alabama
Bank, 69 Quik Stop, Rehab
South and Home Depot
have all made donations to
The Secret Pantry, along
with the Alabama Power
Service Organization and
Desperation Church. Wal-

$1,500 to the project, and
the Walker Area Commu-
nity Foundation is accept-
ing tax-deductible
donations that can be allo-
cated to The Secret Pantry.

A number of drop off lo-
cations have been estab-
lished for the public to
make donations. Those in-
clude The Secret Place,
Curry Beauty Salon, Leaf
and Petal, West Alabama
Bank, All Four Realty,
Boshell Chiropractic,
Roberson Hardware (CH),
The Hyche Center, Lady-
bug’s Bakery, Ridgeview
and Ridgewood locations
and any Alabama Power
location.

Secret Pantry contribu-
tions can also be made to
area schools, and product
bins can be adopted for $50
by making a donation to
the Walker Area Commu-
nity Foundation for the
pantry project.
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T.R. Simmons Elementary SGA students Alexis Guthrie, Allie Bull and Eliz-
abeth Williams work to stock The Secret Pantry at their school.

has just taken off. That’s
how I know it’s divine, be-
cause it’s been overwhelm-
ing. I am picking up loads
every day at drop off places
around the county,” Aaron
said.

She said the group will
work on stocking pantries
with food in the fall, and is
currently focused on stock-
ing clothing, including
socks and underwear, and
any personal hygiene
items, including feminine
care products.

Both Allen and Aaron
said the goal of each
pantry is to provide a dis-
creet place for students in
need to access items with-
out their peers being aware
they need assistance.

“Our poverty rate is 40
percent in the city. In some
of our elementary schools
it’s even higher than that,”
Allen said. “Our free and
reduced lunch [in the

Aaron added.

Allen said, “When you
think about those num-
bers, it helps you under-
stand what kind of homes
many of our kids have to
come from, and we simply
want to meet a small
need.”

T.R. Simmons’ SGA allo-
cated $150 to their school’s
pantry, and SGA students
Elizabeth Williams, Allie
Bull and Alexi Guthrie
said they enjoy giving back
to their peers in need.

“It makes me feel good,
knowing we’re helping oth-
ers that might not be as
fortunate and need the
help,” Elizabeth Williams
said.

Any business that would
like to start a collection bin
may contact The Secret
Pantry on Facebook for fur-
ther information and to
make requests for bins to
be picked up once they are

Mart in Sumiton donated

“In the last six weeks, it

county]

is 65 percent,”

full.

Commission

“I said, ‘The county will have to
pay their share of that because the
law for 911 is real clear on what you
can spend the money on,” Wilson
said.

After researching grant opportu-
nities, Wilson said he determined
that funding is not currently avail-
able to cover the cost of providing
space for EMA officials to use as an
emergency operations center during
a disaster.

The construction project that the
E-911 board is considering would in-
clude a multi-purpose meeting room
that could be used as an emergency
operations center.

In return, the board would like
the county to take over full respon-
sibility for replacing street signs, a
task that, by law, is shared between
the two entities.

The board is currently paying
someone to install the signs for
eight hours each week.

Wilson stressed that the county
would not be responsible for provid-
ing any finances for the project.

“This is going to be paid for totally
through funds from 911,” Wilson

said.

Commissioners voted to enter into
negotiations with the E-911 board
regarding the project.

In other action, the commission:

eapproved a contract for legal
services with Tina Burgett, who will
represent Walker County Sheriff
Jim Underwood when the county’s
attorneys at the firm Jackson,
Fikes, Hood & Brakefield have con-
flicts.

District 1 Commissioner Keith
Davis added that he would like Bur-
gett to represent the commission
when there are general conflicts re-
garding civil service matters.

Commissioners also hired Joeletta
Barrentine to represent the county
when there is a conflict within the
firm on educational issues.

eapproved a resolution and ordi-
nance on an existing school tax.

In February, a bond lawyer told
commissioners that the Walker
County Board of Education intends
to pledge a portion of the county’s
sales tax that is earmarked for edu-
cation to secure an $8 million bond
issue.

From A1

The request was tabled at that
time to allow more time for commis-
sioners to study the issue.

Davis noted that a new tax is not
being levied and that the $8 million
will be used for “much-needed infra-
structure projects.”

“We'’re not telling them [the BOE]
how to spend the money or author-
izing them to borrow the money.
We'’re just saying that the tax that
is already in place will continue to
be levied,” Davis said.

etabled a request from Cawaco
RC&D for annual dues in the
amount of $3,000.

“The dues were not appropriated
in 2014 and were not appropriated
in 2015, but considering the amount
of work and grants that have been
invested in Walker County in the
last two years, I thought it was ap-
propriate to bring this to the com-
mission’s attention,” Commission
Chairman Billy Luster said.

Cawaco RC&D has approved
grants totaling more than $63,000
for the county in 2015 and to date in
2016, Luster said.

eheld a brief executive session.
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‘"Conscience
Protection’ bill not
only discriminatory,
but anti-business

Eight of the top college basketball teams in
America, along with thousands of their fans, are in
St. Louis this weekend for first- and second-round
games of the men’s Final Four tournament. Local
hoops fans, and the hospitality industry that’s get-
ting a big jolt of business, should drink deep of
March Madness.

It could be your last chance.

The NCAA is studying Senate Joint Resolution
39, which would give individuals and businesses
the right to opt out of providing services at same-
sex wedding ceremonies if they claim religious ob-
jections.

SJR 39 has passed the Missouri Senate and is
awaiting action in the House. If passed, it would go
before voters this year.

Last year, when Indiana passed a similar meas-
ure, the Indianapolis-based NCAA took a strong
stance against it and suggested it could move fu-
ture games out of the state.

Faced with an economic backlash, Indiana Gov.
Mike Pence “clarified” his state’s measure, remov-
ing the discriminatory language just days before
the Final Four was played in Indianapolis. In Indi-
ana, you can mess with a lot of things, but not bas-
ketball.

Now comes Missouri with a similarly discrimi-
natory proposal and a long list of amateur sports
events scheduled or being courted for coming
years. Kansas City wants to host the Big 12 bas-
ketball tournament in the next four years.

“It could be devastating from an economic impact
standpoint,” Kansas City’s city manager Troy
Schulte told a local radio station. He added, “If
those events go away because there’s a perception
that Missouri and Kansas City are no longer wel-
coming for these types of events, it’ll have a dra-
matic economic impact on the city as a whole.”

The Missouri Chamber of Commerce declared its
opposition to SJR 39 on Thursday, citing the mea-
sure’s expected “detrimental impact” on the state’s
economy.

St. Louis already has scheduled Olympic gym-
nastics trials this year, the NCAA Division I men’s
wrestling and women’s hockey and gymnastics fi-
nals next year and the SEC men’s basketball tour-
nament and the NCAA championships in women’s
bowling and women’s gymnastics in 2018.

Do legislators really want to toy with turning our
state into a national pariah? Sports would be just
the beginning. A variety of tech companies being
lobbied to open shop in St. Louis pride themselves
on diverse workforces.

Why would they locate in a state where discrim-
ination is enshrined into law?

Senate Majority Leader Mike Kehoe, R-Jefferson
City, whose caucus pushed SJR 39 through the
Senate and who later explained “Missouri is a very
Christian state,” said opponents “are trying to put
as much fear into the economic Armageddon it
might bring this state.”

Other lawmakers should choose not to turn such
a blind eye to the implications. This measure now
threatens the reputations and profit margins of
Missouri businesses.

As legislators have made abundantly clear,
money talks in Jefferson City.

— The St Louis Post Dispatch
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State senator more powerful than congressman?

In the literary
classic, “The De-
cline and Fall of
the Roman Em-
pire,” the author
draws parallels
to a nation that
was on top of the
world and be-
cause of per-
verse, grandiose

Be Our Guest

——
By Steve Flowers

and pompous be-

havior that dy-
nasty self-destructed and destroyed
itself. It was from reading this doc-
umentary that the Russian pre-
mier Khrushchev believed that we,
the United States, would destroy
ourselves thus causing him to
brashly declare, “We will bury you.”

One of the travails of Rome, as il-
lustrated in the book, was the
power and arrogance of the Roman
Senate. Roman Senators were
given immense power and prestige
and allowed to live lavishly at the
public’s expense. They, with the
concurrence of Caesar, were al-
lowed to control the Roman purse
strings and thus dispensed the
public funds generously among
themselves. They lived a royal life
with lavish luxuries and opulence
generally reserved for royalty. It
led to a life of comfort and debauch-
ery that Solomon warned about in
Proverbs, “pride goeth before a
fall.”

Many people believe that mem-
bers of congress today are following
this pattern. Maybe not to the
same extreme as the Romans, but
in some ways similar. U.S. Con-
gressmen vote on their own annual
salary increases, which are now up
to $175,000 annually with a health

plan that would be the envy of any
corporate employee and could not
be afforded by a corporation yet it
cost the congressman nothing.
Many congressmen will argue that
$175,000 per year is not exorbitant
considering that they must main-
tain a residence in their home state
and in Washington. This argument
does not seem to hold water with
the average American who earns
less than 20 percent of that salary.

Congressmen do not have much
of a challenge in getting re-elected.
No matter how good a job they do
for their constituents the advan-
tage of incumbency gives 97 per-
cent of all congressman another
term if they choose. However, un-
like Roman senators, their power
has diminished significantly be-
cause of the partisan divide in
Washington. Today, congressmen
simply vote their party line, mak-
ing them like members of British
Parliament. They are no longer in-
dividuals but pawns of their party.
They are members in the process
and fall in line with party dogma
and dictates, losing much of their
individualism and, in the process,
their power.

Even though one Alabama con-
gressman or congresswoman repre-
sents approximately 635,000
Alabamians and an Alabama state
senator represents around 130,000
Alabamians, I would argue that a
least a dozen state senators have
more impact over public policy
than any of our seven congress-
men. There are 435 members of
Congress and 35 members of the
Alabama Senate. If a state senator
is well placed and in a position of
power, they are unquestionably

more influential and powerful than
a congressperson.

The only exception in our delega-
tion would be Congressman Robert
Aderholt. Of our seven members of
the U.S. Congress, Aderholt is the
only one with any seniority or
clout. He is on track to be as power-
ful one day as his predecessor De-
mocrat Tom Bevill. Aderholt got to
Congress at a very young age and
he is on the right committees and
on the right track.

A couple of years ago, Congress-
man Jo Bonner left the
Mobile/Baldwin first district of con-
gress. A medley of candidates
emerged. State Senator Trip
Pittman of Baldwin County could
have possibly won that seat. But
guess what? Sen. Pittman chairs
the Senate Finance and Taxation
Committee. He would have become
much less powerful as a freshman
member of congress than control-
ling the state budget.

In 2010, State Senators Dick
Brewbaker of Pike Road, Harri Ann
Smith of Slocomb or Jimmy Holley
of Elba could have captured the
GOP nomination for congress in
the 2nd District and ultimately
gone to Congress. However, all
three, especially Holley, have much
more influence as one of 35 State
Senators than as a back bench
member of Congress.

In many cases, a state senator is
more powerful than a congress-
man.

See you next week.

Steve Flowers is Alabama’s leading political
columnist. His weekly column appears in over 60
Alabama newspapers. He served 16 years in the
state legislature. Steve may be reached at
www.steveflowers.us.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

Today is Tuesday,
March 22, the 82nd day
of 2016. There are 284
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On March 22, 1941, the
Grand Coulee hydroelec-
tric dam in Washington
state officially went into
operation.

On this date:

In 1894, hockey’s first
Stanley Cup champi-
onship game was played,;
home team Montreal de-
feated Ottawa, 3-1.

In 1938, during Prohibi-
tion, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt signed a
measure to make wine
and beer containing up to
3.2 percent alcohol legal.

In 1958, movie producer
Mike Todd, the husband

of actress Elizabeth Tay-
lor, and three other people
were killed in the crash of
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Todd’s private plane near
Grants, New Mexico.

In 1963, The Beatles’
debut album, “Please
Please Me,” was released
in the United Kingdom by
Parlophone.

In 1976, principal pho-
tography for the first
“Star Wars” movie, di-
rected by George Lucas,
began in Tunisia.

In 1991, high school in-
structor Pamela Smart,
accused of recruiting her
teenage lover and his
friends to kill her hus-
band, Gregory, was con-
victed in Exeter, New
Hampshire, of murder-
conspiracy and being an
accomplice to murder and
was sentenced to life in
prison without parole.

Today’s Birthdays:
Composer-lyricist
Stephen Sondheim is 86.
Evangelist broadcaster
Pat Robertson is 86. Actor
William Shatner is 85.
Senate President Pro
Tempore Orrin Hatch, R-

Utah, is 82. Writer James

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Patterson is 69. CNN
newscaster Wolf Blitzer is
68. Composer Andrew
Lloyd Webber is 68.
Sportscaster Bob Costas
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The Daily Mountain
Eagle invites readers to
write letters to the edi-
tor.

All letters must be
signed and include a day-
time phone number for
verification.

Letters which do not
include a name and
phone number will not
be published.

Letters should be
typed and be limited to
300 words or less.

The Eagle reserves the

right to edit all letters
but will make every ef-
fort to ensure such edit-
ing does not alter the
content or meaning of
the letter.

No letters containing
profanity or accusations
against an individual or
business will be pub-
lished.

When several letters
about the same subject
are received, the Eagle
reserves the right to pub-
lish representative let-

ters but not necessarily
all letters.

Letters which are obvi-
ously orchestrated by a
group or individual will
not be published.

Letters from individu-
als or organizations
thanking businesses or
other individuals for
their support of projects
or other activities must
run as cards of thanks in
the classified section or
general pages of the
newspaper.

is 64. Actor Matthew Mo-
dine is 57. Actor-comedian
Keegan-Michael Key is
45. Actress Reese Wither-
spoon is 40. Actor James
Wolk is 31. Rock musician
Lincoln Parish (Cage the
Elephant) is 26.

Thought for Today:
“Happiness does not lie in
happiness, but in the
achievement of it.” — Fyo-
dor Dostoyevsky, Russian
author (1821-1881).

— The Associated Press
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Parents of
teenage cutters
must listen and

not judge

DEAR
READ-
ERS: 1
promised
“Heartbro-
ken Mom
From Any-
where”
(Oct. 5) to
print let-
ters from
readers of-
fering sug-
gestions
about

helping her teen daughter,
who is a cutter:

DEAR ABBY: I am a 33-
year-old woman who has
cut for many years, starting
early in high school. What
concerns me is the mom
doesn’t completely under-
stand what’s going on. Not
many people do.

Self-harm is a cry for help
from someone who doesn’t
know how to voice his or
her emotions. I, too, was
bullied and didn’t know
how to express the pain I
was feeling, so I took it out
on my body. Over the years
it became my coping mech-
anism, although an un-
healthy one. Helping
someone who is self-harm-
ing requires understanding
AND A LICENSED PRO-
FES- SIONAL to identify
the emotions and suggest
better ways to express
them. One that worked for
me was doing puzzles. It
was a way to keep my mind
and hands busy. This teen
also needs to know she is
not alone. Parents need to
listen. I cannot stress how
important it is for cutters to
know someone is there for
them with love and no judg-
ment.

— KNOWS FROM EXPE-
RIENCE IN MISSOURI

DEAR ABBY: I grew up
in a dysfunctional house-
hold with abusive parents.
When I would cut, it was
like I could feel all my pent-
up emotions leaking out
through the wounds on my
legs. The physical pain was
bearable and distracted me
from everything that was
going on in my life, and I
would feel a little bit better
about myself and a little
less desperate. Cutting is a
powerful addiction. Even
now, more than 10 years
later, when things get bad I
feel a compulsion to just
make one small cut. What
helped me to stop cutting
wasn’t counseling or med-
ication. It was becoming
passionate about active
hobbies that allowed me to
release my bottled-up feel-
ings and stress and feel
good at the same time

— FORMER CUTTER IN
MINNESOTA

DEAR ABBY: [ have
worked in psychiatry for 10
years and have found that
some of these children have
been sexually molested.
Some told their parents and
were not believed because it
was the mother’s boyfriend,
a family friend or a relative.
Carrying this around is a
heavy burden. Parents need
to show the child they will
look into the allegation. We
should be a safe place for
our kids to offload all their
fears and insecurities, be-
cause we have a duty to
protect them from abuse.

— IN THE FIELD IN
BROOKLYN, N.Y

DEAR ABBY: I have been
a cutter from age 9 to the
present — age 22 — though
now it’s less frequent. The
biggest mistake my parents
and friends made when I
was really destructive was
forcing me to commit to ul-
timatums. It turned my cut-
ting into a shameful thing,
isolated me and made it im-
possible to talk about it. I
advise “Heartbroken” to
keep talking to her daugh-
ter (not nagging) about cut-
ting, bullying, school and
things the girl likes. Share
activities with her. Take her
hiking, bicycling, to muse-
ums or movies. Spending
time with her is important
for distraction and bonding.
Physical activity can help
depressed individuals feel
better. And she should un-
derstand that recovery is
never a straight line. There
will be hiccups, setbacks
and days when it doesn’t
seem like it will get better.
Eventually, with therapy
(via counselors, bonding
with friends/family, connec-
tion with nature/animals)
and learning better coping
habits, she will improve.
Patience and support are
imperative.

— KYLE IN PA

Dear Abby

By Abigail
Van Buren

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, also known as Jeanne Phillips,
and was founded by her mother,
Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear Abby at
www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

)
N

o0

3-22

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Ans:

N

A
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Jumbles: BOTCH

Yest ’
esterday's Answer:

(Answers tomorrow)

ENJOY SYSTEM REDUCE

It wasn’t the minutes spent at the table that

caused his weight gain, it was the — SECONDS

HOROSCOPES

By Eugenia Last

CELEBRITIES BORN
ON THIS DAY: Reese
Witherspoon, 40; Elvis
Stojko, 44; Bob Costas,
64; William Shatner, 85.

Happy Birthday: In-
vestigate new ways to
present your skills. Pick
up information that will
help improve your re-
sume.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19): Don’t waffle
when it comes to your
professional goals. If you
want to excel or make a
change, take action and
make it happen.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20): Listen to the
voice of reason and dis-
cuss your plans with
someone able to influence
your decision and help
you make your dreams
come true.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20): Listen, assess
the situation you face and
make choices based on
what is in your best inter-
est.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22): Surround your-
self with creative
individuals who will en-
courage you to explore
your own ideas. Make ro-
mance and collaboration
with others a priority, but
don’t go into debt trying
to keep up with others.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22): Protect against loss
or being taken advantage
of by someone manipula-
tive. Put more emphasis
on personal change,
learning and expanding
your friendships with
those who will help you
reach your goals.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.

22): Believe in yourself
and what you can accom-
plish. Don’t let anyone’s
negativity hold you back
or cause you to underesti-
mate what you are capa-
ble of.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22): Delve into intriguing
situations and look for
ways to pursue what fas-
cinates you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-
Nov. 21): What you put
out, you will get back in
spades. Don’t hesitate to
offer suggestions or pitch
in to help a cause.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): Gather in-
formation and be certain
before making a move
that will have an impact
on your reputation.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19): Check over
your plans, investments
and any upcoming legal
or medical procedures.
It’s always better to be
safe and in control.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): Make personal
changes that will encour-
age you to look for a job
that will bring you a
greater sense of satisfac-
tion.

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20): Partnerships
will pose limitations if
you let anger take over.
Don’t say or do something
you’ll regret.

Birthday Baby: You
are giving, dependable
and committed.

Eugenia’s website —
eugenialast.com, Euge-
nia’s android app @
http:/bit.ly/exhoro and
join Eugenia on
twitter/facebook/linkedin.
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BY DEAN YOUNG & DENIS LEBRUN
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MARVIN
BY TOM ARMSTRONG
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SANTA CLAUS
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BEETLE BAILEY
BY MORT WALKER
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BABY BLUES

By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott
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“No, the TV remote needing a new
battery is not an emergency.”

By
.com
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O, ete. Single letters,
aposirophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

Bil Keane

32 CRYPTOQUOTE

KHLO S§DX, GDH'ZZ SMNMEF
JCM LO. LW GDH ALYFMVIJEFA
ORLY JANLBM, GDH'ZZ QM

RIJIZWXJG ORMEFM. AINLA
EHBCMF

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: MY MOTHER SAID,
“NO MATTER HOW HARD YOU HUG YOUR
MONEY, IT NEVER HUGS YOU BACK™ — H.
JACKSON BROWN



Last Week’s Winning Combination
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There was no winner for
last week’s crossword.
This week, the prize
jackpot goes up to
$900. Remember that
your CASHWORDS entry
must arrive at the Daily
Mountain Eagle office
before 5:00 p.m. this
Friday to be eligible to win.

Win 900

In Cash!

NEW SUBSCRIBER/WINNERS
EARN $50 BONUS CASH!
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ComfortCare

HOME HEALTH

GREAT

STEVE CARMAN, RN
BRANCH ADMINISTRATOR
PHONE 205-384-6189

ToLL FREE 877-384-6189
FAX 205-384-1075

[ Gifts that last forever]

B

BOWIE'S PHARMACY & GIFTS
CURRY SHOPPING PLAZA 221-4090

Enjoy Great Savings when you
Ship where you Shop!

We Shlp via UPS me:,”;gfﬁ,'_fﬁge

Serving Walker County Over 30 Years

Jasper Homes

Est. 1986

thejasperhomes.com

205-384-4159
205-384-8704 Fax
2905 Hwy 78 West
Jasper, AL 35501

| Metal or Wood
Options Available

I DO NEWSPAPER ADS WORK?

What if...

a dissatisfied customer ran an
ad in the newspaper saying
how your business had
mistreated and cheated them?

TENT

DO YOU THINK ANYONE WOULD SEE AND REMEMBER THEIR AD?

DO YOU THINK YOUR FUTURE BUSINESS MIGHT BE AFFECTED?

Shouldn’t you be telling our readers good things
about your products and services? They will SEE
and REMEMBER your words. Your ad will have a
good effect on your FUTURE BUSINESS!

Daily Mountain Eagle

Call the Ad Dept. @ 221-2840

-I©D\_? @}EOED

g}, & WRECKER SERVICE, INC. \

W

1600 Hwy 69 S e Jasper
www.blackwellsbodyshop.com

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:30

384-5070

) | —
| ‘WSA

3 Weeks to 12 Years Old
State Licensed
USDA Food Program

(205) 221-LOVE (5683)

Teresa Hinton, Director

Mon. thru Fri. 721 Curry Highway
Gam - Gpm Jasper, AL 35503

Premier
Health Center

Scott Dixon, M.D.

Urgent and Primary Care
NAME

Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm
No appointment needed

2165 Highway 78, Suite 100
Dora, AL 35062

205-648-4567

(Between Jacks & First National Bank)

THE ROAD

USED CARS
Affordable Prices!

Come See T.C. Williams

Open 6 days a week!
2992 Hwy. 5, Jasper, AL

(205) 384-4553

Traders
&
Farmers
Bank

5329 Curry Hwy. ¢ Jasper, AL 35503

“Hometown
Banking
At It’s Best”

(205) 221-5311

EQUAL HOUSING

GREET

EEEEEE

tewar

FAMILY CHRISTIAN SUPPLIES

W
N N

BIBLE

5095 Hwy. 78 E
Jasper ¢ S&W Plaza

205-542-3488 Alicia
205-522-3875 Clint

SAIL

' il See you in church} I
| on Sunday.

NU TIRES

NEw AND USED TIRES, INC.

NEW AND USED TIRES

CusTOM WHEELS

BRAKES AND ROTORS

AUTOMOTIVE
ACCESSORIES

FOUR WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

A/C AND AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR

OIL CHANGE

FLATS FIXED

27786 Hwy. 78W
CARBON HiLL, AL 35549

(205) 924-4754 PHONE JOHN KREUTZ
(205) 924-4755 FAx PRESIDENT

We Care EV
SENIOR

HOMECARE
By Angels®

We Care
Every Day, In
Every Way

205-388-935

www.VisitingAngels.com/Cu

Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owne

|  CASHWORL

1 Select from the Cashwords, appearing in
each ad, the words you think will fill in the
I Cashword puzzle spaces. Each word is
used only once and all the words are not
I used.

I 2. After completing the puzzle, cut it out

and drop it by the Daily Mountain Eagle by
5 PM Friday or mailed/postmarked by
Friday:

CASHWORDS

DAILY MOUNTAIN EAGLE
P.O. Box 1469
Jasper, AL 35502

3. Limit 1 entry per address. No

I photocopies or other mechanically

I produced copies may be used. Only
submissions from original contest form

from a purchased newspaper will be
accepted.

“** LIMIT ONE WINNER PER
HOUSEHOLD EACH 16 WEEK
| CONTEST PERIOD!

HE B
HEEL O B
B0 B
B0 B B

REN NN | |T

SARRY'S

FURNITURE CO.

SAVES YOU MONEY!

ASHI.EY
TEMPUR [@

710 Hwy. 78 E. e Jasper, AL 35501
Foodworld Shopping Plaza

205-221-2997

www.mybarrysfurniture.com

| SWEET |



ONLY SUBMISSIONS MADE ON AN ORIGINAL CONTEST FORM FROM A
PURCHASED NEWSPAPER WILL BE ACCEPTED.

FEED

50 LBS.
$14.99

205-384-5547 ¢ 1506 9th Ave., Jasper

"W | TRAIN gttt
¥ THE AUTO PARTS SPECIALISTS

AUTO PARTS
MON. - SAT. 7 AM - 6 PM
COMPLETE LINE OF
AUTOMOTIVE PARTS & ACCESSORIES

FOR FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS AND
LIGHT TRUCKS

The Choice
Of The Pros

HIGHWAY 195, MANCHESTER
(ONLY 4 MILES OFF HIGHWAY 78)

POT

Good Neighbor
Service ...
See me for Final

Expense Life

Insurance

Between the ages
of 50-80,
. Tommy Combs
NO Phy8lcal° Your local St)a,te Farm Agent
. ol e Biiei Hwy. 78

'Lioé%%h .BZSJ?: ss Dora/Sumiton

e Home e Life 648-6047

Like a Good Neighbor,
State Farm is There.

uuuuuuuuu

Serving Walker County for 40 Years
www.tommycombs.com

TRAIL

Title Pawns TREAT Tools
Electronics Jewelry
Guns

RBIERS
EAWN

WE PAY THE HIGHEST PRICES FOR GOLD
205 Hwy. 78 W. ® Jasper, AL 35501
(205) 221-PAWN
IS (7296)

ry Day, In Every Way"

Experienced senior care
for total peace
of mind

TRADE

Bathing Assistance
Dressing Assistance
Grooming
Assistance with Walking
Medication Reminders
Errands / Shopping
Light Housekeeping
Meal Preparation
Friendly Companionship
Flexible Hourly Care
Respite Care for Families
Live-In Care

America’s Choice in Homecare
VMLfMgAnggﬁ@

> AALMITECT |
I

S CONTEST

4. All entries must be legible NO
ERASURES ALLOWED.

5. The judges decision is final. All entries
become the property of the DAILY
MOUNTAIN EAGLE.

6. All prize money accumulates from a base
of $100.00 and increases by $100.00 each
week if no winner and returns to $100.00
when there is a winner.

7. In case of a tie, 4 winners or less, prize
money is divided equally. 5 winners or
more, all names are put in a box and 1
winner is drawn.

8. The employees of the Daily Mountain
Eagle and their immediate families (spouse,
mother, father, sibling, children, spouses of
children and anyone living in the home) are
not eligible to participate.

9. The puzzle solution will appear each
Tuesday with the new puzzle.

NOTE: Each puzzle has more than one
solution. Your entry must match the one we
have selected at the Daily Mountain Eagle.

Name:

\ddress:
Dity:

State:

Zip:

’hone:

:l YES! I Would Like To Subscribe
To The Eagle - Please Call Me.

HON DA of Jasper

SERVICE HOURS:

Monday thru Friday
7:30 - 6:00
Saturday 7:30 - 2:00

SALES HOURS:
Monday thru Friday

8:30 - 7:00
Saturday 8:30 - 6:00

205-385-0100

Hadder
Pharmacy

Tommy Hadder, Pharmacist

(205) 622-3030

IF

Glen Gravlee, Pharmacist

(205) 686-9945

great buy
in the
Classifieds.

Gateway

Foonuun'

SUPERMARKETS

CURRY, AL - DOUBLE SPRINGS, AL
Located at the Curry Plaza - Located at the Intersection
Shopping Center of Hwy. 195 & Hwy. 278
384-3536 489-5001
Store Hours:

Mon. - Sat., 7:00 am - 9:00 pm
Sunday, 8:00 am - 9:00 pm

We Accept Most Major Credit Cards!

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT
QUANTITIES. NONE SOLD TO DEALERS. WE
RESERVE THE RIGHTTO CORRECT

TYPOGRAPHICAL OR PICTORIAL ERRORS
> Cordova Health & | [New Study TWo

Rehabilitation LLC

Clinical Gapabilities

*Wanderguard
System
*Hospice & Respite
Care
. *CPAP / BiPAP
Physical, Speech & o\ .
Occupational Therapies .Vl'taIStlm Therapy
® Dementia / Alzheimer’s Diathermy Therapy
Care ® Pain Management
®Intravenous Therapy ~ *Cardiac Care
*Wound Management
FEAT
(205) 483-9282 70 Highland St. W.
www.cordovahealthandrehab.com Cordova, AL

Southern Orthopedics

2950 Highway 78 East | Phone: 205.221.5374
P.0. Box 580 Fax: 205.384.1453
Jasper, Alabama 35502 | www.southernortho.org

Kendall C. Vague, M.D.
Gary N. Russell, M.D.
Mark A. Prevost, M.D.

Jeffrey S. Cuomo, M.D.

Moo s

/
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Links Dementia
to Hearing Loss

A Hearing
Evaluation Is
Your First Line
0f Defense.

A major study recently
found that untreated
hearing loss may increase
the risk of developing
Alzheimer’s disease and
dementia.

Those with mild hearing
impairment were nearly
twice as likely as those
with normal hearing to
develop dementia. The

- - risk increased three-fold

for those with moderate hearing loss, and five-fold for severe impairment.

The good news — hearing aids can delay, or even prevent, dementia
and Alzheimer's disease.

Why take a chance? Get your hearing
tested today!

At Beltone, we'll thoroughly test your hearing — and, be the first to tell you if

you don't have a hearing loss. But, if you do need hearing help, be assured
we'll find the solution that best fits your needs. So, don't delay, call now.

ATTENTION!

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES, SPOUSES,
DEPENDENTS AND RETIREES

Receivel2 Hearing Aids With
No Out-Of-Pocket Expenses.

Beltone’
HEARING AND BENEFIT PLAN

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm

<Beltone
Helping the world hear better

1301 Hwy. 78 E. e Jasper Office
Call 205-282-4529

107 Midway Dr. Ste. C * Winfield, AL  205-487-4300
www.BeltoneAudiology.com

R STRAIN FEET
=1 | |Secondhand Sam’s ok "
Antique Flea Mall -
wotmisa 55 [k Norvell Tires
un. 9-

1806 Elliott Blvd., Jasper, AL 35501

205-295-5035 n

SHOPPING GENTER
JASPER

387-2249

Auto Sales & Service
YOUR GOODYEAR DEALER

(205) 221-7307 « FAX (205) 387-7739
18115 Hwy 69 South * Jasper, Al 35501 (Toward Oakman)

* 0il Changes * A/C ¢ Brakes ¢ Alignments
¢ B.G. Products » Transmission-Coolant-Induction &

Power Steering Flushes w/Lifetime Warranties
o All Name Brand Tires » Mastercraft Tires

EXTENDED WARRANTIES WELCOMED
Open:
Mon.-Tue.-Thur.-Fri. 7-5 » Wed. & Sat. 8-12

—
GOODFYEAR

S YOUR LOCAL
Owners: George & Vicki Dennis | GOODYEAR
Manager: Jim Jones DEALER
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LSU freshman
Ben Simmons
heading to NBA

BATON ROUGE,
La. (AP) — LSU
freshman forward
Ben Simmons, who
led the Tigers in
scoring, rebounds
and assists this sea-
son, has decided to
turn pro and relin-
quish his final three
seasons of college
eligibility.

Simmons, who ini-
tially announced his
decision in an inter-
view with ESPN,
said he will soon
hire an agent and
enter the NBA draft,
for which Simmons
has been widely
projected as a top
overall pick.

Simmons, who
grew up in Australia
before moving to
Florida for three
years of high school
at Montverde Acad-
emy, averaged 19.2
points, 11.8 re-
bounds and 4.8 as-
sists this season.

Basketball

AP source:
Dixon leaving
Pitt for TCU

A person familiar
with the situation
says that Jamie
Dixon is leaving
Pittsburgh to be-
come head coach at
TCU, where he
played in the 1980s.

After leading Pitts-
burgh to 11 NCAA
Tournament appear-
ances the past 13
seasons, Dixon will
take over a program
that hasn’t been to
the tournament
since 1998. He was
a senior guard for
the last TCU team to
win an NCAA game
in 1987.

Sports on TV

College Basketball
NIT quarterfinals
St. Mary’s at Valparaiso,
6 p.m., ESPN
Creighton at BYU,
8 p.m., ESPN

Spring Training
Tampa Bay at Cuban
National team,
12:30 p.m., ESPN
Dodgers vs. Royals,
8 p.m., MLB

NBA
Rockets at Thunder,
7 p-m., TNT
Grizzlies at Lakers,
9:30 p.m., TNT

NHL
Kings at Wild,
7:30 p.m., NBCSN

College Baseball
Tennessee Tech at
Tennessee, 6 p.m.,

SECN

NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

New paths for Virginia, UNC

—

Early upsets alter
road to Houston
for No. 1 seeds

By AARON BEARD
AP Basketball Writer

RALEIGH, N.C. — Upsets and wild finishes
have altered the NCAA Tournament landscape for
No. 1 seeds Virginia and
North Carolina in their bids
for the Final Four.

Ten of the top 16 seeds | 4
have reached the Sweet 16, |/
and seven of those are with
fellow top seeds Oregon in
the West Region or Kansas
in the South.

But the Midwest and East
have lost several expected
roadblocks for the Cavaliers
and Tar Heels, respectively.

Here’s a look at those new tournament paths:

NCAN.COM

Favorable draws
for Cavs, Heels
after early upsets

MIDWEST

No one talked much about Virginia thanks to the
presence of second-seeded Michigan State, which
had ousted the higher-seeded Cavaliers the past
two years.

Now the Cavaliers (28-7) have a favorable draw
after the Spartans lost to 15-seed Middle Ten-
nessee in the tournament’s biggest upset.

“It was something to take note of and to recog-
nize,” Virginia star Malcolm Brogdon said Satur-
day after a win against Butler in Raleigh, “but at
the same time, we're not really a team that, you
know, focuses on everything else.”

That task-at-hand focus is one of the reasons the
Cavaliers are here, along with an efficient offense
and a defense that seems to tighten its grip as the
games go on.

KenPom’s top-ranked team meets No. 4 seed
Towa State (23-11) in Chicago on Friday. Win that,
and the Cavaliers will face a double-digit seed —
either 10-seed and ACC leaguemate Syracuse (21-
13) or 11-seed Gonzaga (28-7) — for their first
Final Four since 1984.

EAST

Preseason No. 1-ranked North Carolina (30-6)
did the expected by reaching Friday’s games in
Philadelphia. The other top seeds — No. 2 Xavier,
No. 3 West Virginia and No. 4 Kentucky — weren’t
so lucky.

UNC faces No. 5 seed and Big Ten regular-sea-
son champion Indiana (27-7) in the first tourna-
ment meeting between the two since 1984, when
the Hoosiers upset the Tar Heels to end Michael
Jordan’s college career.

The bracket also features No. 6 Notre Dame (23-
11) and No. 7 Wisconsin (22-12). And if the seeds

#MARCHMADNESS |

North Carolina forward Brice Johnson (11) reacts after dunking the ball against
Providence during their second-round tournament game on Saturday in Raleigh,
N.C. North Carolina won 85-66. The Tar Heels face Indiana next.

AP Photo  hold, there would be an all-Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence final for a league with a tournament-record
six Sweet 16 teams.

“I probably think we’ve played our best basket-
SEE NCAA, A11

No. 1 Curry
off to hot start
in Gulf Shores

By JOHNATHAN BENTLEY
Eagle Sports Editor

Top-ranked Curry ran through its first two games
in the 2016 Gulf Coast Classic on Monday.

The Yellow Jackets (14-0) opened with a 10-1 vic-
tory over Tipton Rosemark Academy (Tenn.) before
beating West Morgan 8-0 in their sec-
ond game.

Auburn signee Ashlee Swindle
dominated both teams in the circle,
allowing one run on three hits and
two walks while striking out 12.

At the plate, Kaylee Horton and Jus-
tus Perry led the way. Horton was a per-
fect 6 for 6 on Monday with a stolen base, a double,
four runs and three RBIs. Perry was 4 for 6 with two
doubles, two runs and five RBIs.

In the win over Tipton Rosemark, Curry scored
seven runs in the second inning to take control.

Swindle went four innings, allowing one hit and one
run while striking out six. She was also 2 for 3 at the
plate with a pair of doubles and a run. Horton was 3
for 3 with a stolen base, two runs and an RBI, Perry
was 2 for 3 with a double, a run and two RBIs, Kyndra
Richard was 1 for 2 with a home run, two runs and
three RBIs and Taylor Rowe was 1 for 2 with a run.

Against West Morgan, Swindle allowed two hits
and struck out six in five innings.

Horton was 3 for 3 with a double, two runs and two
RBIs, Perry was 2 for 3 with a double, a run and three
RBIs, Emily Aaron was 2 for 2 with a double and two
RBIs, Madison Bentley was 2 for 3 with two runs and
Katlyn Moore was 1 for 3 with an RBI.

Curry continues play in the four-day, 36-team tour-
nament today.

ATLANTA BRAVES

Olivera extends hit streak;
Braves take down Pirates

The Associated Press

BRADENTON, Fla. — Hector
Olivera extended his hitting streak
to seven games and drove in three
runs as the Atlanta Braves roughed
up opening day starter Francisco
Liriano and the split-squad Pitts-
burgh Pirates 7-3 Monday.

Liriano hit a home run, but de-
parted after 3 2/3 innings. He al-
lowed seven hits and four earned
runs, with one walk and five strike-
outs.

“Didn’t have any fastball com-
mand today,” Liriano said. “It kept
sailing all over the place, up and
down.”

“That’s what we’re here for, to get
better at things we need to work on.
Hopefully next time will be a lot bet-
ter. . One more start to get myself
ready for opening day,” he said.

Olivera singled twice and has hit
safely in 15 of his past 16 games.

Nick Swisher doubled twice and
drove in two runs. The batters in the
middle of the Atlanta lineup — Ado-
nis Garcia, Swisher, Jeff Francoeur
and Olivera — had two hits apiece.

“We swung the bats early, got
some runs,” manager Fredi Gonza-
lez said. “It was a good day for the
Braves.”

STARTING TIME

Braves: RHP Jhoulys Chacin, a
front-runner for one of the available
spots in the Braves’ rotation, gave
up four hits and a run in 3 1/3 in-
nings. He walked two and struck out
five.

AP Photo

Atlanta Braves’ Hector Olivera singled
twice in Monday’s win over Pittsburgh.
Olivera has hit safely in 15 of his past 16
games. He is batting .419 this spring.
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NASCAR
Jimmie Johnson gets past
Harvick in OT to win at Fontana

FONTANA, Calif. (AP) — Jimmie Johnson
pulled away in overtime to beat Kevin Harvick on
Sunday for the Southern California native’s record
sixth NASCAR Sprint Cup Series victory at
Fontana.

Johnson was third on the late restart, but surged
past leader Denny Hamlin while giving a little
bump to Harvick.

He side-drafted Harvick and easily got away for
his 77th career victory.

Johnson clocked his fastest lap of the race to
claim his second win of the young season, adding
Fontana to Atlanta. The six-time series champion
has won three of his last eight races after a 20-
race winless skid.

Harvick was in position to win for the second
consecutive week when second-place Kyle Busch
blew a tire with two laps to go, forcing the race into
overtime.

NBA
Injured Pelicans star Davis
virtually rules out Olympics

METAIRIE, La. (AP) — Anthony Davis virtually
ruled out playing for Team USA in this summer’s
Olympic Games on Monday as he prepared to
begin treatment on knee and shoulder injuries that
have ended his fourth NBA season early.

“I love USA Basketball. | loved when | was there
in 2012. | loved when | played in the (FIBA) World
Cup in 2014,” Davis said. “But | think everyone un-
derstands where health is more important.”

On Sunday evening, Pelicans coach Alvin Gen-
try announced that the 6-foot-10 Davis, who has
posted team-leading averages of 24.3 points, 10.3
rebounds and 2.1 blocks in 61 games, would sit
out New Orleans’ final 14 regular season games
so he can focus on treating a torn labrum in his left
shoulder — which will require surgery — and ten-
dinitis in his left knee.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
Football player mistaken for
burglar, shot by ex-teammate

AKRON, Ohio (AP) — Police in Ohio say a Uni-
versity of Akron football player who entered a for-
mer teammate’s apartment unannounced has
been mistaken for a burglar and has been shot in
the stomach.

Authorities say they won't file charges because
both men agreed it was an accident.

The shooting happened Saturday at an off-cam-
pus house in Akron where the men have apart-
ments. Police say Andrew Pratt entered Scott
Boyett’s apartment without knocking or announc-
ing himself and Boyett shot him. Police say Boyett
drove Pratt to a hospital.

Pratt remained hospitalized Sunday. He’s ex-
pected to recover.

The university says Pratt was a senior wide re-
ceiver on last year’s team. Boyett is from Dania,
Florida, and was an offensive tackle who last
played in 2014.

NFL
Patriots owner Kraft seeks
‘Deflategate’ draft picks back

BOCA RATON, Fla. (AP) — New England Patri-
ots owner Robert Kraft has asked the NFL to rein-
state the draft picks the team lost in the deflated
footballs investigation stemming from the 2014
AFC title game.

Kraft said Monday at the owners’ meetings that
he sent a letter to Commissioner Roger Goodell
more than a month ago seeking a return of the two
picks — a first-rounder this year and a fourth-
rounder in 2017. He did not say if Goodell re-
sponded.

But Kraft didn’t sound optimistic that the picks
would be returned, or that quarterback Tom
Brady’s four-game suspension would be rescinded
should an appeals court rule in favor of the league
in the saga dubbed “Deflategate.” Brady had the
suspension overturned in an earlier court case be-
fore the NFL appealed.

LOCAL DIGEST
Professional Wrestling

+All Star Christian Wrestling presents Champi-
onship Night on Saturday, March 26 beginning at
7:30 p.m. at Jasper’s Swann Gym. The main
event is a southern tag-team title match with Thun-
der and Lightning battling the Beautiful Bald
Besties. In a southern heavyweight title match,
Drew Adler takes on Beautiful Bobby Moore with
manager Mr. Martin. In a junior title match, Action
Mike Jackson takes on Shawn Nelson. In a No. 1
contenders match, Johnny Romano faces Logan
Stevens. Tickets will be on sale from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Friday and Saturday at the Jasper K-Mart.
For ticket information, call 205-435-4275.

Jasper Park and Rec

«Jasper Parks and Recreation is registering for
Men and Women Church and Independent softball
until Mon. March 28. $350 per team. If you have
any questions call the office at 384-6014.

3 on 3 basketball Tournament

*Curry High School is holding a 3 on 3 basket-
ball tournament on April 2 at the Curry High gym.
Four players per team at $10 per player. The
deadline to enter is April 1. To register call or text
Kevin Key at 205-385-3194 or Reid Hall at 205-
522-6321.

POLICY

Event announcements and registrations for the
Local Digest section can be sent to sports@
mountaineagle or by fax at 221-6203. The dead-
line for next-day submission is 2 p.m. Submissions
by phone are no longer accepted.

Atlanta sports events could
be threatened by religious bill

By PAUL NEWBERRY
AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — Towering cranes dot
the city’s skyline, signaling the rise
of a $1.4 billion retractable-roof sta-
dium that is supposed to keep major
sporting events streaming to At-
lanta.

Those plans may be threatened by
a religious exemptions bill that op-
ponents claim would lead to dis-
crimination against gays, lesbians
and transgender people.

Already, there are concerns about
Atlanta’s bid to host the Super Bowl
at new Mercedes-Benz Stadium in
either 2019 or 2020, prompting Fal-
cons owner Arthur Blank to join a
growing list of business leaders
fighting the legislation.

The measure could also lead the
NCAA to reconsider its decision to
award the 2020 Final Four to At-
lanta.

“We’ll continue to monitor current
events, which include issues sur-
rounding diversity, in all cities bid-
ding on NCAA championships and
events, as well as cities that have al-
ready been named as future host
sites,” the NCAA said in a statement
Monday.

The governing body for college
athletics has shown a willingness to
get involved in political issues. For
instance, none of its championships
could be held in South Carolina
until the state removed the Confed-
erate battle flag from its capitol
grounds. Also, it led the effort to re-
move “hostile or abusive” nicknames
from member schools, which largely
centered on Native American mas-
cots and imagery.

“Our commitment to the fair
treatment of all individuals, regard-
less of sexual orientation or gender
identity, has not changed and is at
the core of our NCAA values,” the
organization said. “It is our expecta-
tion that all people will be welcomed

and treated with respect in cities
that host our NCAA championships
and events.”

There are also questions about
the College Football Playoff’s cham-
pionship game, set to be held at
Mercedes-Benz Stadium in 2018, as
well as the Southeastern Confer-
ence’s lucrative football title game,
which begins a 10-season run in the
new stadium after it opens next
year.

The proposed Georgia law has
been approved by both houses of the
state Legislature, but still needs the
signature of Gov. Nathan Deal. He
hasn’t indicated what he will do.

Blank is among the most promi-
nent opponents, saying the bill
“would have long-lasting negative
impact on our state.” His Falcons
are picking up most of the tab on
the new stadium, which will serve
as home of both the NFL team and

AP Photo

A $1.4 billion retractable roof stadium under construction is a project
that is supposed to keep big sports coming to Atlanta. Those plans
could be threatened by a religious exemptions law that opponents
say would clear the way for discrimination against gays, lesbians
and transgender people.

the city’s Major League Soccer ex-
pansion franchise, Atlanta United.

The new facility will be one of the
world’s most expensive stadiums
and certainly one of the most dis-
tinctive, an origami-looking struc-
ture with a retractable roof that
opens like a pinwheel. It will replace
the 24-year-old Georgia Dome,
which hosted the Super Bowl in
1994 and 2000 but was rejected in
subsequent bids.

The NFL promised to change its
stance if the city built a state-of-the-
art facility.

Atlanta looked like a shoe-in to
host the Super Bowl in 2019 or 2020
based on recent NFL precedent.
This past season, the title game was
held at the San Francisco 49ers’
new stadium, while the 2018 contest
has already been awarded to a new
stadium under construction for the
Minnesota Vikings.

WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT

Lady Volunteers back in Sweet 16

By DOUG FEINBERG
AP Basketball Writer

Tennessee is back in the Sweet 16.

Any other year that would be a
foregone conclusion. This time it was
definitely unexpected.

The Lady Vols entered the
women’s NCAA Tournament with
the most losses in program history
and its worst seed, and then barely
survived the first round. Up next
was host Arizona State. Playing on
the Sun Devils’ home floor Sunday
posed no real problem for the sev-
enth-seeded team, which won by 75-
64.

“Getting this win is huge for us,”
Tennessee guard Diamond
DeShields said. “It’s just another
chance for us to keep moving for-
ward, another chance for us to
prove people wrong, another chance
to pursue our ultimate goal.”

Now the Lady Vols will face
Kelsey Mitchell and Ohio State. The
Buckeyes sophomore guard put on
a show Sunday, scoring 45 points in
the 88-81 win over West Virginia. It
was the fourth-highest individual
effort in NCAA Tournament history.

“She’s obviously very difficult to
guard,” Ohio State coach Kevin
McGuff said. “She handles the ball
and has got speed and quickness
like nobody else in college basket-
ball. West Virginia’s a great team.
They’re a really good defensive
team, but think we were able to
play in transition and just play with
enough spacing to give her opportu-
nities to drive the ball.”

As expected, top-seeds South Car-
olina and Baylor both easily ad-
vanced as well as Oregon State. Six
of the eight host teams moved on,
including Syracuse, which is play-
ing in its first Sweet 16.

DePaul was the other visiting
team to win Sunday, beating
Louisville 73-72 on the Cardinals’

AP Photo

Arizona State’s Elisha Davis
(23) pressures Tennessee’s
Bashaara Graves (12) during
their game on Sunday.

home court in a wildly entertaining
game.

Here are some other tournament
tidbits from Sunday.

NOT MUST-SEE TV

Baylor’s next game will be in the
Sweet 16 against Texas A&M or
Florida State.

But when the Aggies and Semi-
noles play Monday, Baylor coach
Kim Mulkey doesn’t plan to be
glued to a television set watching
that game.

“I probably honestly will be out in
my yard, and I'll check in and see
who is leading,” Mulkey said after
the Lady Bears’ 84-52 victory over
Auburn on Sunday night to get to
their eighth straight Sweet 16. “I've
got enough time to spend in the film
room. I'm not going to sit there and
watch a basketball game. ... It’s our

off day and I’'m going outside.”

As the No. 1 seed in the Dallas
Region, the Lady Bears will have to
go only about 100 miles from cam-
pus for the next round.

ATTENDANCE

Opening round attendance was
down 300 fans per game from the
previous year with the 16 sites av-
eraging 4,413 people. Syracuse was
below that average, but still drew
very well. The announced atten-
dance for Syracuse’s opener was
2,445 — more than double the Or-
ange’s average.

BAYLOR
REMATCHES

While settling an older score Sun-
day night, Baylor’s potential NCAA
Tournament rematches got altered
with Louisville losing.

When the 64-team bracket came
out, there was a potential path for
Baylor to avenge its last five NCAA
losses with a championship run.

The Lady Bears won their sec-
ond-round game against Auburn,
still the last unranked opponent to
win in Waco — in the 2003 NIT
final.

Louisville, which beat Baylor in
the Sweet 16 of the 2013 NCAA
Tournament, was the No. 3 seed
this year in the Dallas Region,
where Baylor is the top seed. The
possibility of a regional final
matchup ended with the Cardinals’
73-72 home loss to DePaul, a team
Baylor beat in November.

A possible Sweet 16 opponent is
Texas A&M, which was a Big 12
rival of Baylor when beating the
Lady Bears in the NCAA Dallas Re-
gion final five years ago.

Baylor and three-time defending
national champion Connecticut
could play in a national semifinal —
the game in which UConn beat the
Lady Bears in 2010.

From A10

NCAA

ball the entire season in
these last couple of weeks,”
UNC coach Roy Williams
said after Saturday’s
home-state win against
Providence in Raleigh.
“Now is that going to
transfer when we play (in
Philadelphia)? I have no
idea because (they’re) 18-,
19-, 20- or 21-year-olds.
But the appreciation I
have for them is because
they’ve earned it.”

SOUTH

Kansas’ bracket largely
went according to plan en-
tering Thursday’s games
in Louisville, Kentucky.

The Jayhawks (32-4)
draw a dangerous team in
No. 5 Maryland (27-8), a
team ranked third in the
preseason Top 25 and

peaked at second in Febru-
ary.

No. 2 seed Villanova (31-
5), a contender for its own
1-seed entering Selection
Sunday, lurks in the other
end of the bracket. The
Wildcats meet No. 3 seed
Miami (27-7) to give this
region three of the top 11
teams in KenPom’s rank-
ings, the toughest of the
four fields.

So much for the Jay-
hawks getting a favorable
draw as the tournament’s
top overall seed, even as
they’re savoring being
back in the Sweet 16 after
two opening-weekend
exits.

“There was a lot of mo-
tivation from last year,
that feeling that we had,”
Kansas senior Perry Ellis

said, “and we just want to
continue to play the way
we are and have fun and
take it game by game.”

WEST

This is the only bracket
that went chalk with all
four top seeds advancing,
which has happened just
16 times since 1985, ac-
cording to STATS.

Oregon (30-6) plays in
Anaheim, California, on
Thursday against 4-seed
Duke (25-10), which is
vulnerable to foul trouble
or fatigue with largely a
six-man rotation. But the
Blue Devils can hit the 3,
while high-scoring guard
Grayson Allen (22.0
points) and likely one-
and-done talent Brandon
Ingram are scary

matchups in a win-or-go-
home setting.

The bottom of the
bracket features national
player of the year candi-
date Buddy Hield and No.
2 seed Oklahoma (27-7),
one of six teams to hold
the No. 1 spot in the AP
Top 25 this year.

The Sooners face 3-seed
Texas A&M (28-8) fresh
off the Aggies’ miracle
comeback to beat North-
ern Iowa in double over-
time.

“We go to a new four-
team tournament,” Ducks
coach Dana Altman said
after Sunday’s comeback
win against St. Joseph’s.
“We know we’re going to
have to play better than
we did tonight, but it’s an
opportunity.”
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NFL

Era ending:
Rams closing
up shop in
St. Louis

By R.B. FALLSTROM
AP Sports Writer

ST. LOUIS — For weeks now, a steady suc-
cession of moving vans has been hauling
away bits and pieces of the Los Angeles
Rams franchise for the West Coast.

By Thursday, the job should
be finished and the team
plans to close for good
in St. Louis after 21
seasons.

Relocating offices, weights,
and equipment and personnel has
been a monumental task that has kept the
Rams hopping since owners approved the
move in mid-January.

Bruce Warwick, the team’s director of op-
erations, said about 30 semi-truck loads car-
rying 20,000 to 22,000 pounds each will
make the journey to temporary headquarters
in California.

Those in charge of the nuts and bolts were
instructed not to jump the gun, to comply
with league guidelines. Still, during last sea-
son inventory was assessed in anticipation of
a move.

“Once the vote went down, then it was on,”
Warwick said. This week, he said, will be a
“constant of semis coming and going.”

Business and scouting operations were
shut down in St. Louis last Friday.

The Rams Park parking lot is nearly
empty now with just finishing touches re-
maining before the $15 million complex re-
verts to St. Louis and St. Louis County
ownership, its future use unclear. Inside, the
walls are bare.

Back in 1995, most of the team made the
move to the Midwestions here remain raw
for a deserted fan base feeling jilted by a
franchise that produced a Super Bowl cham-
pionship but just four winning seasons over-
all. A proposal for a new stadium was
described by owner Stan Kroenke as a sure
path to “financial ruin.”

Within the team, the focus has been on the
many preparations for next season in a new
home.

“We tried to figure out what was best for
the business side, the operation side. What’s
realistic?” Warwick said. “All those things
had to factor in around draft meetings, free
agency. We had to take all those things into
consideration.”

11 Vanderbilt 50 16 FGCU 96 '\';ifs; ':g‘:; 11 Michigan 67 16 Holy Cross 59
arcl -
S 11 Wichita St. 70 E 16 FDU 65 Dayton, Ohio (11 Tuisa 62 E |16 Southern U. 55 w

First Round

March 17-18 Second Round

March 19-20

Men’s Division | Basketball Championship

Second Round

First Round

March 17-18
March 19-20

g 1 Kansas 105 Sweet 16 Sweet 16 1 North Carolina 83
° 1 Kansas 73  March 24-25 March 24-25 1 N. Carolina 85 2
=R
§ 16 Austin Peay 79 1 Kansas 1 N. Carolina 16 FGCU 67 &
g 8 Colorado 67 Elite Eight FINAL Fn”n Elite Eight 8 USC 69 B
" 9 UConn 61 March 26-27 March 26-27 9 Providence 66 z
& 9 UConn 74 "w (’ 9 Providence 70 ©
Thurs., 9:40 p.m. ' Fri., 9:40 p.m.
2 5 Maryland 79 5 Indiana 99 o
§ 5 Maryland 73 5 Indiana 73 ]
12 So. Dakota St. 74 H =
¢ 5 Maryland Final Four 5 Indiana 12 Chattanooga 74 g
E 4 California 66 Houston 4 Kentucky 85 2
S 13 Hawaii 60 April 2 4 Kentucky 67 ’o_
0’ 13 Hawaii 77 SOUTH EAST 13 Stony Brook 57 3
. 6 Arizona 55 Louisville, Ky. Philadelphia 6 Notre Dame 70
P 11 Wichita St. 57 Mar. 26 Mar. 27 6 Notre Dame 76 o
11 Wichita St. 65 ichi g
§ ichita 3 Miami 6 Notre Dame 11 Michigan 63 %
§ 3 Miami 79 3 West Virginia 56 ‘S
3 3 Miami 65 14 SF Austin 75 z
o 14 Buffalo 72 14 SF Austin 70 =<
Thurs., 7:10 p.m. Fri., 7:27 p.m.
o 1 lowa 72 - o P P ) ) 7 Wisconsin 47
i 10 Temple 70 owa Natlonal 7 Wisconsin 66 1o Pitsburah 43 w
. . ittsburg 4
2z 2 Villanova 7 Wisc.
s 2 Villanova 86 ranov Champlonshlp 2 Xavier 71 )
s 2 Villanova 87 ‘ April 4 ‘ 2 Xavier 63 &
15 UNC Asheville 56 15 Weber State 53
1 Oregon 91 N h — 1 Virginia 81
B 1 Oregon 69 1 Virginia 77 Pl
o
i 16 Holy Cross 52 1 Oregon 1 Virginia 16 Hampton 45 z
E 8 Saint Joseph's 78 8 Texas Tech 61 z
s 8 St. Joe's 64 9 Butler 69 Z
» 9 Cincinnati 76 9 Butler 71 ’
_ 5 Baylor75 Thurs., 9:40 p.m. Fri., 7:10 p.m. 5 Purdue 83
o 12 Yale 64 12 Little Rock 61
¢ 12 Yale 79 12 Little Rock 85 o
H 4 Duke 4 lowa St. &
S 4 Duke 93 4 lowa State 94 2
3 4 Duke 71 4 lowa St. 78 B
& ’
13 UNC Wilm. 85 WEST MIDWEST 13 lona 81
6 Texas 72 Anaheim, Calif. Chicago 6 Seton Hall 52
g 11 No. lowa 88 Mar. 26 Mar. 27 11 Gonzaga 82
11 No. lowa 75
g 3 Tex. A&M 11 Gonzaga 11 Gonzaga 68 ]
2 3 Texas AGM 92 All times EDT 3 Utah 80 2
] 3 Tex. A&M 92 3 Utah 59 =
O 14 Green Bay 65 14 Fresno St. 69
Thurs., 7:37 p.m. Fri., 9:40 p.m.
7 Oregon St. 67 urs., 7:37 p.m fi 40 p.m 7 Dayton 51
2 10VCU 81 10 Syracuse 75 @
© 1o0vcu7s 10 Syracuse 70 z
£ 2 Okla. 10 Syracuse 2
2 2 Oklahoma 82 2 Michigan St. 81 &
£
o

2 Okla. 85
15 CSU Bakersfield 68

15 MTSU 50
15 Middle Tenn. 90

AP

NBA

LeBron’s triple-double leads Cavs to division title

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — LeBron
James scored 33 points and
recorded his 41st career
triple-double as the Cleve-
land Cavaliers clinched their
second straight Central Divi-
sion title with a 124-91 vic-
tory over the Denver
Nuggets on Monday night.

James added 11 rebounds

and 11 assists before check-
ing out with 6:02 left to a
thunderous ovation. He
scored 17 in the first quarter,
helping the Cavs build a 19-
point lead and erase the
memory of an embarrassing
loss on Saturday in Miami.
The Nuggets fought back
and briefly led before the
Cavs regrouped, scored 68
after halftime and easily

notched their 50th win.

J.R. Smith added 15 points
and Channing Frye 14 for
Cleveland, which played
without starter Kevin Love
(illness).

Will Barton scored 27 for
the Nuggets, who concluded
a 1-4 road trip. Denver’s
Kenneth Faried missed his
third straight game with a
sore lower back.

The Cavs were playing for
the first time since being
battered by the Heat, who
led by 33 in the fourth and
won by 21. It was a humiliat-
ing night for James, who sat
out the final 12 minutes
against his former team, and
the loss raised more ques-
tions about Cleveland’s
chemistry and chances of re-
turning to the NBA Finals.

X2

Next Workshop: March 29th, 2016.

. Order AARP Foundation’s free job search guide

AARP Foundation

Funded in part by Walmart Foundation.

AreYou Looking for Full Time Work?

Start the next step of your search with BACK TO WORK 50+ at Bevill State Community College.
Our team can help you update your job search strategies, practice for interviewing and networking, and
enroll in training programs that employers value.

CALL TOLL FREE (855) 850-2525

. Register for a Smart Strategies for 50+ Jobseekers Workshop near you where you can:
» Learn about the 7 Smart Strategies you need to get back into the workforce.
* Apply for the BACK TO WORK 50+ Coaching and Training Program

To learn more, visit: www.aarp.org/backtowork50plus

BEVILL STATE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Carroliton # Fayette # Hamilton # Jasper ¢ Sumiton

This program is available to all, without regard to race, color, national origin, disability, sex, age, political affiliation, or religion.
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Earn Extra Cash

The Daily Mountain
Eagle is currently
seeking to fill
Carrier Positions
currently available in
the areas listed below.

Parrish/Goodsprings Area

Potential Profit
$450.* Biweekly

Oakman/Parrish Area
Potential Profit
$400.> Biweekly

Empire Area
Potential Profit

$350. Biweekly

Apply in person at
Daily Mountain Eagle
1301 Viking Drive
Jasper, Alabama
or call 205-221-4626

All Daily Mountain Eagle Carriers
are independent contractors and
are not employees of the Daily
Mountain Eagle. Applicants must
have dependable, economical
transportation, a valid driver’s
license and automobile insurance.

CDL CLASS A&B Driver
Wanted. Must have 3yr's verifi-
able exp. (256)736-4064
(256)735-7735

NOW HIRING
COMPANY DRIVERS
AND
LEASING OWNER
OPERATORS
MUST HAVE 2 YEARS
FLATBED EXPERIENCE &
GOOD MVR
(205)295-2616

Call 205-522-9257

LOST (M) dog, Jack Russell
mix. Around Mt. Joy church on
Smith Lake Dam Rd. Answers to
the name "Jack" or "Jack Jack".
REWARD OFFERED!
(205)300-8294

LOST: (M) Cat, Black w/2 white
spots on chest. Went missing
between Oakman High School
and Oakman Central Baptist
Church. Last seen Friday 3/11.
REWARD if Brought Home Or
Found. (205)622-3330

LOST: BOXER Bulldog (M).
Went missing Saturday (3/12)
from King Manasco Rd., Town-
ley. | can identify, large scar
under neck. (205)471-1940
(205)544-0888

LOST: DONKEY, went missing
Sunday night (3/20) from the
Farmstead area. (205)522-8029

040 Service & Repair

CLEAN CUT LAWN CARE
Established with references
available. All your lawn care
needs 205-522-9036

DOZER TRACK hoe work, top
soil, fill dirt & rock hauling. Land
clearing, Ponds built & Trailer
Pads built. ALSO Demolition;
(205)221-2112 (205)544-5592

ELLIOTT LAWN Service. FREE
Estimates. (205)471-4783

FOAM TECHS LLC-

We offer Open & Closed Cell
Spray Foam.(205)275-7192
(205)568-5712

MONEY PLEDGER
Hauling & Excavating
(205)221-4670

Gravel, Red rock, Fill-dirt
Topsoil & tree service.

EARN EXTRA CASH
The Daily Mountain Eagle
is currently seeking to fill
CARRIER POSITION
for the:
Parrish/Goodsprings Area
Potential Profit

$450 Biweekly
(205)221-4626

HIRING ALL POSITIONS, &
Kitchen Mgr. for Chef Troy's
Country Cuisine,(Curry)&
Chef Troy's Talk of The Town
(Houston)205-489-9318

EARN EXTRA CASH
The Daily Mountain Eagle
is currently seeking to fill
CARRIER POSITION
for the:
Oakman/Parrish area
Potential Profit
$400 Biweekly
(205)221-4626

EARN EXTRA CASH
The Daily Mountain Eagle
is currently seeking to fill
CARRIER POSITION
for the:

Empire
Potential Profit

045 Pets & Supplies

FREE TO GOOD HOMES, 2
female cats, gray. House
trained, but 1 has never been
outside. Call 205-265-0303.

FREE 3MO. old Puppies
(1)M & (1)F to good homes.
(205)275-8242

FREE TO A GOOD HOME, part
yellow Lab, female with blue
eyes. Bred to Australian Shep-
herd with blue eyes.
Call 205-471-8752.

095 Merchandise

We offer
CASH! CA$SH!

CA$H!

539 for broken #%*
& scrap jewelry,
$$s for gold, $s$

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE: All
real estate advertised in this
newspaper is subject to the

Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, or national
origin or an intention to make
any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our
readers are informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis. Equal
Housing Opportunity, M/F

2BR MH (Poplar Springs).
Water & Garbage furnished.
$450mo. $250dep.
205-295-8151.

2BR MOBILEHOME (Curry).
Clean. Good area. Water in-
cluded. $435mo + dep. & ref's.
No Pets. (205)275-3596

CORDOVA MANOR 1BR. to
4BR total electric Apartments.
Water furnished. $200 dep.
(205)595-1701.

JASPER, 1BR. Efficiency. No
kitchen. Carport. All utilities fur-
nished. Central H/A. 607 18th
Street East. $475/mo.
(205)534-0956 (205)841-1444.

125 Real Est. Sales

(6) PLUS 3 Acres Terrace Lane,
Jasper. Approximately 1-mile
behind hospital. $8,000 per
acre. (205)221-3157

FSBO 3BR/2.5BA
617 Birdfarm Road
7+ Acres. New Roof, Heat
Pump, Windows, Floors & In-
sulation. Two Story Shop.
$160,000; (205)221-0064

2607 OLD WOOD CIRCLE
(Heritage Hills). 3BR/2.5BA.
2262 sq.ft., on 3.5 acres,
culdesac, very private.
$219,900.
(205)275-8044

127 Money To Loan

$$ First Check FREE $$
Borrow $200
Pay Back $200

CHECKS HELD TILL PAYDAY

MUST HAVE VALID
CHECKING ACCOUNT

205-302-0190
CASHMART, INC.

IN PARKLAND SHOPPING CENTER

ADVANCE-FEE LOANS

OR CREDIT OFFERS
It's illegal for companies doing
business by phone to promise
you a loan and ask you to pay
for it before they deliver. For
more information call toll free 1-
877-FTC-HELP. A Public Serv-
ice Message from The Daily
Mountain Eagle Newspaper and
the Federal Trade Commission.

140 Transportation

'97 BUICK LaSabre. 113k ac-
tual miles. Good condition.
$2,000; (205)221-3157

HIGH QUALITY, Low Prices!
Utility and Car Hauling Trailers!
Pace Enclosed Trailers!

In Stock

The Storage Place

Hwy.78E between Family Thrift
and HandyTV (205)221-0105

150 Legals

FORECLOSURE SALE
Sumiton Mini Storage, 1205
Main Street, Sumiton, Alabama
35148.

UNIT #C14: Renae Walker,
Pass Christian, MS.

SALE DATE: April 5, 2016
*March 22, 29, 2016

Pursuant to the provisions of the
Alabama Abandoned Motor Ve-
hicle Act, Section 32-13-1, Code
of Alabama, 1975, notice is
hereby given to the owners,
lienholders and other interested
parties, the following described
vehicles, to-wit:
2004 Ford Freestar, Maroon
Vin # 2FMZA51644BA47276
Tag # N/A
2002 Chevy Silverado, Black
Vin # 1GCEC14V92Z346359
Tag # N/A
1999 Buick Century, Green
Vin # 2G4WS52M8X1564796
Tag # 64CA596
1990 Ford F150, White
Vin # 1FTEF14N4LLB29541
Tag # N/A

Will be sold at public outcry to
the highest bidder for cash at
Wise Towing, 1397 Sellers
Road, Dora, AL 35062, on the
5th day of April, 2016 at 10:00
a.m.

The seller shall have the right
to reject any and all bids.
*March 15, 22, 2016

NOTICE OF SALE OF
ABANDONED VEHICLES
Pursuant to the provisions of the
Alabama Abandoned Motor Ve-
hicle Act, Section 32-13-1, Code
of Alabama, 1975, notice is
hereby given to the owners,
lienholders and other interested
parties, the following described

vehicles, to-wit:
1995 Chevy C1500, Green
Vin # 1GCEC14Z457116943
Tag # 64BK542
2003 Chevy Silverado C1500,
Tan
Vin # 1GCEC14XX3Z2264840
Tag # 64BK541

Will be sold at public outcry to
the highest bidder for cash at
Joe A. Love's, 1531 Buttermilk
Road, Cordova, AL 35550, on
the 2nd day of April, 2016 at
10:00 a.m.

The seller shall have the right
to reject any and all bids.
“March 15, 22, 2016

Pursuant to the provisions of the
Alabama Abandoned Motor Ve-
hicle Act, Section 32-13-1, Code
of Alabama, 1975, notice is
hereby given to the owners,
lienholders and other interested
parties, the following described
vehicle, to-wit:
1999 Ford SRW Super Duty
Vin # 1FTNX21F3XED69142
Tag # N/A

Will be sold at public outcry to
the highest bidder for cash at
Hearns Salvage Co., & Wrecker
Service, 665 Arley Bypass
Road, Arley, AL 35541, on the
14th day of April, 2016 at 10:00
a.m.

The seller shall have the right
to reject any and all bids.
*March 22, 29, 2016

ALASCANS

AUCTIONS
AUCTION SATURDAY March
26th 10:00AM. 7,500 sqft com-
mercial building. 1.79 acres +/-.
205 Enterprise Drive,
Adamsville, TN 38310. Office
furniture, diesel generator. Gar-
ner Auctions, Inc. 1-877-944-
SOLD. TN Firm #4293.

SERVICES
DIVORCE WITH or without chil-
dren $125. Includes name
change and property settlement
agreement. Save hundreds.
Fast and easy. Call 1-888-733-
7165, 24/7.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV and get
a $300 gift card. Free whole-
home Genie HD/DVR upgrade.
Starting at $19.99/mo. New cus-
tomers only. Don't settle for
cable. Call now 1-800-988-
5676.

WANT YOUR ad to be seen in
123 newspapers statewide?
Place your ad in our Classified
Network for just $210 per week!
Make one call to this newspaper
(a participating ALA-SCAN
member) or call 1-800-264-7043
to find out how easy it is to ad-
vertise statewide!

INSTRUCTION
MEDICAL BILLING & insurance!
Train at home to process insur-
ance claims, billing & more! On-
line career training program
available! Call for free info! HS
diploma/GED & PCl/Internet
needed! 1-888-926-6075.

Daily

Mountain Eagle
Seryiceibi

18 Years Experwnce
DAVIS TREE
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Obama, Castro lay bare tensions on embargo, human rights

HAVANA (AP) — Laying
bare a half-century of ten-
sions, President Barack
Obama and Cuban Presi-
dent Raul Castro prodded
each other Monday over
human rights and the
long-standing U.S. eco-
nomic embargo during an
unprecedented joint news
conference that stunned
Cubans unaccustomed to
their leaders being aggres-
sively questioned.

The exchanges under-
scored deep divisions that
still exist between two
countries despite rapidly
improved relations in the
15 months since Obama
and Castro surprised the
world with an announce-
ment to end their Cold
War-era diplomatic freeze.

Obama, standing in Ha-
vana’s Palace of the Revo-
lution on the second day of
his historic visit to Cuba,
repeatedly pushed Castro
to take steps to address his
country’s human rights
record.

“We continue, as Presi-
dent Castro indicated, to
have some very serious dif-
ferences, including on
democracy and human
rights,” said Obama, who
planned to meet with
Cuban dissidents Tuesday.
Still, Obama heralded a
“new day” in the U.S.-Cuba
relationship and said “part
of normalizing relations
means we discuss these
differences directly.”

Castro was blistering in
his criticism of the Ameri-
can embargo, which he
called “the most important
obstacle” to his country’s
economic development. He
also pressed Obama to re-
turn the Guantanamo de-
tention center, which is on
the island of Cuba, to his
government.

“There are profound dif-
ferences between our coun-
tries that will not go away,”
Castro said plainly.

White House officials
spent weeks pushing their
Cuban counterparts to
agree for the leaders to
take questions from re-
porters after their private
meeting, reaching agree-
ment just hours before
Obama and Castro ap-
peared before cameras. It’s
extremely rare for Castro
to give a press conference,
though he has sometimes
taken questions from re-
porters spontaneously
when the mood strikes.

While the issue of politi-
cal prisoners is hugely im-
portant to
Cuban-Americans and the
international community,
most people on the island
are more concerned about
the shortage of goods and
their struggles with local
bureaucracy.

Castro appeared agi-
tated at times during the
questioning, professing to
not understand whether
inquiries were directed to
him.

But when an American
reporter asked about polit-
ical prisoners in Cuba, he
pushed back aggressively,
saying if the journalist
could offer up names of
anyone improperly impris-
oned, “they will be released
before tonight ends.”

“What political prison-
ers? Give me a name or
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Cuban President Raul Castro, right, lifts up the arm of President Barack
Obama at the conclusion of their joint news conference at the Palace of the

AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa

Revolution Monday in Havana, Cuba.

names,” Castro said.

Cuba has been criticized
for  briefly detaining
demonstrators thousands
of times a year but has
drastically reduced its
practice of handing down
long prison sentences for
crimes human rights
groups consider to be polit-
ical. Cuba released dozens
of political prisoners as
part of its deal to normal-
ize relations with the U.S.,
and Amnesty Interna-
tional said in a recent re-
port that it knew of no
prisoners of conscience in
Cuba.

Obama’s and Castro’s
comments were broadcast
live on state television,
which like nearly all media
in Cuba, is tightly con-
trolled by the government
and the Communist Party.

At an outdoor cafe in Ha-
vana, about a dozen
Cubans and tourists
watched in awed silence.
One woman held her hand
to her mouth in shock.

“It’s very significant to
hear this from our presi-
dent, for him to recognize
that not all human rights
are respected in Cuba,”
said Raul Rios, a 47-year-
old driver.

Ricardo Herrera, a 45-
year-old street food vendor
said, “It’s like a movie but
based on real life.”

After responding to a
handful of questions, Cas-
tro ended the news confer-
ence abruptly, declaring, “I
think this is enough.”

Obama then appeared to
lean in to pat Castro on the
back. In an awkward mo-
ment, the Cuban leader in-
stead grabbed Obama’s
arm and lifted it up as the
U.S. president’s wrist dan-
gled, an image that imme-
diately grabbed attention
on social media.

Obama’s visit to Cuba is
a crowning moment in his
and Castro’s bid to normal-
ize ties between two coun-
tries that sit just 90 miles
apart. The U.S. leader trav-
eled with his family and
was taking in the sights in
Old Havana and attending
a baseball game between
the beloved Cuban na-
tional team and the Tampa
Bay Rays of America’s
American League.

Several American busi-
ness leaders joined Obama

Features granite,

on the trip, many eager to land nation. Technology
gain a foothold on the is- giant Google announced

plans to open a cutting-
edge online technology
center offering free Inter-
net at speeds nearly 70
times faster than those
now available to the
Cuban public. Obama said
Google’s efforts in Cuba
are part of a wider plan to
improve access to the In-
ternet across the island.
While Castro has wel-
comed increased economic
ties, he insisted his coun-
try would still suffer as
long as the American eco-

nomic embargo was in
place. Obama has called on
Congress to lift the block-
ade, but lawmakers have
not held a vote on the re-
peal.

“The embargo is going to
end,” Obama said. “When,
I can’t be entirely sure, but
I believe it will end.”

Obama’s visit is being
closely watched in the
United States, where pub-
lic opinion has shifted in
support of normalized rela-
tions with Cuba.
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NIE Sponsors

The Daily Mountain Eagle appreciates these sponsors for funding its
2015-2016 Newspapers In Education program, which guarantees the
delivery of nearly 1,000 newspapers to 8th grade classrooms in the
Walker County and City of Jasper school systems combined every

Tuesday through Friday.

Platinum:

Honda/Hyundai of Jasper
Walker Area Community Foundation

Gold:

Byars-Wright Insurance
Nelson, Bryan & Jones Law Firm

Silver:

Kilgore Realty
Bell Funeral Home

Bronze:

Gateway Foodland

It’s not too late to participate.
For more information about this worthwhile program or
to become a platinum, gold, silver or bronze sponsor, call
our circulation department at 205-221-2884.
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