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With the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of  Springfield’s settlement 
announcement, a powerful in-
stitution that deals in absolution 
finally accepted a real measure 
of  accountability to a Chicopee 
man who endured clergy abuse 
as a boy and undermining of  
his truth as an adult. The end 
to this saga, long delayed by the 
diocese’s shameful obfuscation, 
underscores the fact that often 
such morally necessary account-
ability can only be unearthed by 
the courage of  survivors and the 
tireless truth-seeking of  commu-
nity journalists.

The settlement agreement 
averts a trial in the civil lawsuit 
brought against the diocese by 
a man identified in court doc-
uments as John Doe. A decade 
ago, when the Springfield 
Diocese and the Catholic Church 
more broadly were grappling 
with the fallout of  a systemic 
sexual abuse coverup scandal, 
John Doe came forward with 
allegations that the late Bish-
op Christopher J. Weldon and 
several other priests gang-raped 
him while he was an altar boy in 
the 1960s.

But diocese leadership for 
years sought to discredit John 
Doe and obfuscate the extent 
of  abuse accusations against 
Bishop Weldon, a prominent 
20th-century diocesan figure 
whose name and likeness ap-
peared on properties across the 
Springfield Diocese. Weldon’s 
name was kept off  the run-
ning list of  “credibly accused” 
clergy — a mechanism meant to 
increase the diocese’s account-
ability and transparency in how 
it handled the many credible 
complaints of  abuse against 
priests it employed.

The diocese eventually did 
place Bishop Weldon’s name 
on the credibly accused list 
and soon after scrubbed most 
diocesan references to him 
and exhumed his body from 
a prominent spot in the Gate 
of  Heaven Cemetery. But that 
was only after the diocese hired 
retired Judge Peter Velis to 
conduct an independent review, 
in which the former Superior 
Court justice found John Doe’s 
allegations “unequivocally 
credible” — though the diocese’s 
own review board also conclud-
ed the allegations were credible 
years earlier while doing little to 
officially acknowledge them.

The exposure of  the diocese’s 
effort to save face at the expense 
of  retraumatizing a clergy abuse 
victim as well as the public pres-
sure that led the diocese to tap 
Judge Velis for his independent 
report can be traced directly to 
the dogged investigative work 
of  former Eagle reporter and 
editor Larry Parnass. He is now 
executive editor of  The Repub-
lican in Springfield. As we have 
urged before on this editorial 
page, neither the diocese nor the 
Western Massachusetts com-
munity should look away from 
the painful truths revealed for 
public scrutiny by Mr. Parnass’ 
work: the physical and spiritual 
trauma John Doe and others 
endured at the hands of  socially 
powerful clergyman, the con-
temptible cover-up attempt by 
a diocese ostensibly working to 
ease the pain of  an abuse scan-
dal.

Those truths would never have 
seen the light of  day without 
John Doe’s courage in coming 
forward and Mr. Parnass’ care-
ful and consummate reporting 

work — and both individuals 
were punished for their good 
deeds. We can’t imagine what it 
was like for John Doe to suffer 
not just the unspeakable injury 
of  abuse but the demoralizing 
insult of  years-long denial. We 
are familiar, though, with the 
hardship the diocese decided 
to heap on Mr. Parnass and 
The Berkshire Eagle by filing a 
subpoena demanding an array 
of  information. The diocese’s 
demands included access to 
reporter notes that could have 
compromised Mr. Parnass’ 
promises of  confidentiality to 
key sources in his investigate 
work on this local chapter of  a 
sprawling clergy abuse scandal. 
A judge deemed the diocese’s 
seemingly punitive tactic “a clas-
sic fishing expedition,” though 
it was one that cost The Eagle 
around $20,000 to fight in court. 
In order to defend a reporter’s 
critical work and the powers of  
accountability with which the 
First Amendment charges the 
free press, that’s a price we were 
willing to pay — but it’s a heavy 
one, as any community newspa-
per trying to survive modernity 
would attest.

While the settlement agree-
ment’s monetary aspect is 
confidential, we believe the most 
crucial steps toward closure 
and justice come out of  the 
diocese’s admissions in Friday’s 
statement from Bishop William 
D. Byrne. The diocese acknowl-
edges not only the extent of  
John Doe’s allegations but their 
credibility, and more impor-
tantly it formally retracts past 
statements that contradicted 
or muddled this reality. Bishop 
Byrne’s statement also alludes 
to the broader issue of  how the 
diocese handles all abuse claims, 
underscoring the need to not 
just help survivors who came 
forward but avoid further harm 
by needlessly retraumatizing 
those who have already endured 
great pain. The statement also 
announces a new hire to lead the 
diocese’s Office of  Safe Environ-
ment and Victim Assistance.

Arguably, this is an ounce 
of  contrition where a pound is 
needed. The statement gives no 
mention of  the diocese’s very 
recent efforts to drag its feet on 
this issue, including using the 
courts to target a reporter and 
attempt to expose confidential 
sources in years of  sensitive 
reporting. Still, there is real 
contrition in the bishop’s state-
ment — a prerequisite for the 
dignity survivors deserve and 
a real pathway forward for the 
diocese to earn back the mor-
al trust it has systematically 
relinquished for years. A chance 
at healing requires recogniz-
ing just how deeply went these 
festering wounds. We hope the 
diocese will follow the bishop’s 
words with action and adopt a 
new standard of  care for those 
it has wounded to which it will 
faithfully hold itself. And we 
wish the most possible peace for 
John Doe.

For there to be peace, there 
must first be truth. While it is 
often said that the truth will out, 
it does not do so passively. That 
the Springfield Diocese or any 
powerful institution is forced to 
grapple with the truth of  its cost-
ly failures and grievous harms is 
only possible because of  wound-
ed but unbroken survivors like 
John Doe and the disinfecting 
spotlight directed by journalists 
like Larry Parnass.

OUR OPINION

Settlement offers  
overdue contrition,  

a chance to do better

CARTOONIST’S TAKE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Do your part to  
protect our pollinators

To the editor: “The quest for a queen” (Eagle, 
May 17) was a very well-written article.

It covered some of the basics of  beekeeping. I 
am also a beekeeper and enjoy my bees.

One important factor in this article was miss-
ing. Yes, it is important to sustain the honeybee, 
but more important we should be aware that 
there are other pollinators that should be pro-
tected also. The use of  chemicals on our trees 
and lawns are killing many species of  pollina-
tors. Dandelions and clover are the first food 
source for many pollinators and the first thing 
we spray to kill.

Let’s cut down on the pesticides. Let’s think 
before we spray and decide what is important: 
your grass or your food source.

Sal Angelo, 
 Lee

Why the Triplex Cinema 
brings me to Great Barrington

To the editor: Though I live in Columbia 
County, N.Y., some of my fondest memories of  
the region are visits to the Triplex Cinema in 
Great Barrington.

And I am not the only out-of-towner to make 
his way to spend happy hours there in the dark. 
The cinematic offerings were not the mass com-
mercial product usually offered by corporate 
chains; the Triplex was more akin to Film Fo-
rum or the Thalia in New York City and Images 
in Williamstown. Smaller films, independent 
films and, of  course, Berkshire International 
Film Festival. In addition, the upstairs theater 
was often used for live performances. (I have 
performed there myself, another fond memory.)

The maxim “buy local” should not be ex-
clusive to food. This is why the survival of  the 
Triplex is imperative not only to the economic 
health of  Great Barrington but to its very 
character. Don’t sell it to Hollywood or lose it to 
some other commercial concern. Help to save 
the Triplex, whether through financial contri-
bution, other action or just your raised voice. 
Time is short.

Andrew Joffe, 
 Craryville, N.Y.

The case for single-payer  
health care in Massachusetts

To the editor: Thank you to Eagle journalist 
Gillian Jones for her thoughtful March 28 opin-
ion piece “Saying goodbye to my primary care 
physician — after three decades.”

Without explicitly saying it, she eloquently 
highlighted the need for a single-payer, public 
health insurance system like the one proposed 
in H.1239 and S.744, the “Medicare for All” bills 
currently in the Massachusetts Legislature.

Jones detailed how her physician of  30 years 
was no longer accepting her health insurance 
due to its low reimbursement rates, compelling 
her to find a new primary care doctor. She also 
pointed out that employer-sponsored health 
insurance offers a very limited menu of plans 
to workers and that even those with insurance 
often rely on charity events such as spaghetti 
suppers to pay large medical bills.

Some people think a single-payer system 
would limit choice, but in fact it is our current 
system that does just that. Not only do we have 
very limited choices of  insurance plans, many 
plans have limited networks of  doctors and 
hospitals in addition to restrictions on which 
medications are covered.

Unaffordable co-pays and deductibles prevent 
many from seeking the care they need, not to 
mention the exorbitant prices of  some drugs. 
While 98 percent of  Massachusetts residents 
technically have health insurance, medical 
bankruptcy is the most common type of  

bankruptcy. And 4,000 of  us die each year from 
lack of  timely medical care. In my 33 years of  
medical practice on staff  at Berkshire Medical 
Center, I saw more than a few people ration 
their medications and had patients not return 
for adequate follow-up because of  cost at the 
point of  service. Patients’ efforts to save money 
resulted in worse health outcomes.

With H.1239 and S.744, all Massachusetts 
doctors would be in the same network, and 
emergency care while out of  state would also be 
covered by our Massachusetts public insur-
ance fund just like Medicare does now. These 
bills create a “Medicare for All”/public health 
insurance program with no premiums, no de-
ductibles and no point-of-service costs. Vision, 
hearing and dental would be covered, and the 
state would negotiate for better drug prices.

Why don’t we already have single-payer, 
public health insurance? A powerful private 
health insurance lobby and a state government 
that doesn’t think affordable health care is a 
priority. It’s up to us to make our elected offi-
cials do it.

Dr. Henry Rose, 
 Dalton

This isn’t my dad’s Republican Party
To the editor: In his recent letter, Tony Smith 

argued that if  Donald Trump were president, 
Vladimir Putin wouldn’t have invaded Ukraine. 
(“Letter: Takeaways from the Durham report,” 
Eagle, Tuesday.)

Of course, that flies in the face of  common 
sense. Trump absolutely adores Putin and 
fawns over him like a smitten schoolgirl, calling 
that evil, murdering dictator a “very strong 
leader.” Trump is attracted to dictators because 
he has that mentality himself. Trump would 
have thrown Ukraine under the bus immediate-
ly. He would have denied military aid by saying 
it’s not our problem, it’s up to them to work 
it out or some such excuse. That’s because he 
hates Volodymyr Zelenskyy, because Zelenskyy 
refused to provide dirt on the Bidens in the 
lead-up to the election. Everything is personal 
with Trump.

So what is the basis for Mr. Smith’s claim? 
According to him, Putin would have backed 
down because of  the mere fact that Trump is a 
Republican. As evidence, Smith lists a bunch 
of hawkish Republicans from the past who 
wouldn’t have tolerated such aggression. When 
I say “the past,” I mean way back, as in dead 
people, except for Kissinger. I can only conclude 
that Smith has been taking a nap for the last 
couple of  decades. He apparently hasn’t noticed 
that the Republican Party is nothing like it was 
when those guys were around. Instead, it has 
mutated into a cult that worships one of  the 
most pathetic excuses for a leader in the history 
of  this country.

Smith didn’t notice, but I certainly did. That’s 
because I grew up in a staunch Republican 
household in a staunch Republican community. 
In fact, my dad was a Republican state senator 
in the Midwest. I’m stunned by the direction the 
party has taken. Just to be clear, none of  those 
past leaders that Smith admires, including 
Reagan, would have a snowball’s chance in hell 
of  leading today’s GOP. They believed in civility 
and compromise and didn’t reflexively demon-
ize government or the other party. That’s all 
gone. Why do you think the term “RINO” was 
coined? In case you don’t know, that stands for 
“Republican in name only.” In other words, if  
you aren’t a sufficiently radical right-winger, 
you aren’t welcome. You old traditional republi-
cans? Get lost, you bunch of losers.

There’s a movement to abandon Ukraine, and 
who do you think is leading it? It’s Republicans, 
led by Trump.

Arne Waldstein, 
 Housatonic


