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The Jasper FFA Agronomy team competed in the State Career Development Event Con-
test in Hot Springs. This is their 4th time they competing in this contest. After placing 3rd 
in both 2018 and 2019 the team, consisting of Bailey Kilgore, Sydney Roberts, Rebekaha 
Murphy and Jonay Morgan, have won the State Championship. They will go on to compete 
in the National Agronomy Competition in Indianapolis next fall. 

Public hearing set 
to create CATPC
By JEFF DEZORT

Newton County Times

˜  e Jasper City 
Council will hold a 
public hearing at 6 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 4, at City 
Hall, to hear comments 
on a proposal to form 
a City Advertising and 
Tourism Promotion 
Commission (CATPC) 
which would require 
the council to pass an 
ordinance establishing 
a sales tax on prepared 
food sold inside the city 
limits.

A meeting was held 
last March 24 with city 
o°  cials and restaurant 
operators to discuss the 
possible formation of a 
CATPC and passage of 
a hamburger tax.

Also attending the 
meeting was Matt Bell, 
executive director of 
the Harrison Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau 
(CVB). He explained 
how the CVB is funded 
through a voter-
approved sales taxes 
on hotel/motel rooms 
and prepared food in 
Harrison. Most of that 
revenue is used to pro-
mote the city,  to recruit 
more conventions to the 
city and fund festivals 
to draws visitors.

˜  e CATPC sets 
forth guidelines for 
any expenditure of the 
funds collected, Bell 
explained. Payment of 
the tax is made directly 
to his o°  ce and any 
expenditure must be 
approved by the com-
mission that functions 
autonomously.

Funds could be 
expended on whatever 
the commission deems 
tourism-worthy, Bell 
said.

How Jasper sets up 
its commission would 
be established in an 
ordinance. 

Jasper Mayor Jan 
Larson said tourism 
is the heart of Jasper’s 
economy. However, the 
municipal government 
does not have funds 
to legally promote or 
fund special events 
that would bring more 
visitors to the town and 
the surrounding area. 
A hamburger tax would 
make that possible.

˜  ere are limitations 
for what the tax can be 
spent on. Larson said 
though there is a need 
for public restrooms 
in town, these funds 
cannot be used to build 
them 

Larson said the state 
already collects a 2% tax 
on nightly bed rentals 
for tourism promotion, 
and city o°  cials do not 
want to add on another 
tax on those businesses.

City council has the 
authority to impose by 
ordinance a hamburger 
tax up to 3% without 
holding an election. 
City council mem-
bers Todd Parker and 
Lindsey Graham said 
1% would be all that the 
council would consider, 
if the businesses sup-
port it.

At the April 15 city 
council meeting, Parker 
and Graham said that 
while the restaurant 
operators were not ec-
static about the idea of 
another tax, they did see 
the overall advantages 
of it.

It was related that the 
operators are currently 
concerned with rising 

Jobs available. Apply at Bradley Park, Friday
Staff Report

˜  e city of Jasper is holding a 
spring information and job fair 
at Bradley Park Friday, April 23, 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mayor Jan 
Larson said during ˜  ursday 
night’s city council meeting 
there will be several businesses 
conducting job interviews at 

this event, so anyone needing 
work might ÿ nd a job to their 
liking. She said about 40 area 
businesses and agencies have 
either reserved space at the fair, 
or have indicated they would.

Info/Job Fair 2021 is designed 
to provide education and job 
opportunity information to the 

public. Larson said she was sur-
prised when she learned there 
will be job interviews conducted 
on the spot.

Among the concerns partici-
pating with job opportunities 
awaiting are: Ozark Cafe, Blue 
Mountain Bakery, WorkForce, 

Jasper passes residential 
building code

By JEFF DEZORT
Newton County Times

˜  e Jasper City Council met ˜  ursday night, 
April 15, and passed an ordinance regulating the 
residential building code for the city.

˜  e ordinance deÿ nes multi-family and 
single family dwellings and permitted uses of 
residential structures.

˜  ese do not include travel trailers or single-
wide mobile homes, but may include double-
wide mobile homes or modular homes that have 
tongues, wheels and axles permanently removed 
a  ̋er the unit is placed on a permanent concrete 
slab foundation or other approved foundation. 
˜  e exterior shall be situated and maintained to 
give the appearance of a site-built home.

A residential structure replacing a structure 
in place at the time of this ordinance must meet 
requirements as approved by this ordinance.

Lot area and setbacks include a minimum 
lot area of 5,000 square feet for a single family 
dwelling. An additional 1,500 square feet is 
required for each additional family unit per lot.

˜  e ordinance also addresses lot widths, the 
size of front, side and rear yards.

Dwelling size requires a minimum of 750 
square feet for a single family and an additional 
750 square feet for each additional family unit 
per lot.

˜  e maximum hight allowed by the ordinance 
is 2 stories.

Permit seekers must apply for a permit with 
the city clerk at city hall. Permit requests will be 
approved in a timely manner. If the city takes no 
action on a permit request within 45 days, the 
permit is assumed to be approved.

LEPC discusses 911 status
Staff Report

˜  e Newton County Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee (LEPC) 
met for the ÿ rst time in over a year, 
Tuesday morning, April 13, at the 
courthouse. ˜  e monthly meetings 
were suspended during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Jasper Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief Pam Emerson led the meeting 
as a leadership vacancy developed 
during the hiatus. David Faught, who 
had been serving as the committee 
chairman since  taking over for Marc 
Lowery in April 2019, resigned, Emer-
son said.

Attending Tuesday’s meeting were 
Newton County O°  ce of Emergency 
Management Coordinator Ashley 

Campbell, Jasper Mayor Jan Larson, 
Byron Mann of the Jasper United 
Methodist Church, Mitch Brasel of 
Ritter Communications, EMS opera-
tions manager at North Arkansas Re-
gional Medical Center Scottie Tram-
mel, Jasper Postmaster Mike Black, 
Linsey Hughes of the National Park 
Service, Je  ̇ Dezort of the Newton 
County Times and others including 
Newton County Medical O°  cer Dr. 
Jacky Dunn and Ron Lemley.

Taking up where the committee le  ̋ 
o  ̇ in June 2019, items for discussion 
Tuesday included 911 addressing, 
Jasper’s emergency alert siren, 
emergency operations training, the 
need for an emergency shelter with 

FILE PHOTO

The Jasper Volunteer Fire Department is one of several emergency response agen-
cies serving Jasper and Newton County. The Newton County Emergency Planning 
Committee (LEPC) meets regularly to update members on issues that can make 
them better prepared to meet any emergency.

See CATPC, 2A See JOB FAIR, 2A

See CODE, 2ASee LEPC, 2A
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a generator, broadband 
expansion, emergency 
medical services, 
upcoming events and 
filling committee 
leadership positions.

The 911 addressing sys-
tem has long been a proj-
ect of the county OEM. 
Readdressing the county 
began 18 years ago with 
the designation of county 
road numbering, ad-
dressing and mapping. 
Th  project frequently 
stalled as county admin-
istrations changed and 
sometimes there were 
stretches of vacancies in 
the OEM office. Progress 
was made under OEM 
coordinator Beverly 
Berry before she retired 
and the project was taken 
up by Campbell. She 
said she completed filing 

911 data last June to the 
Arkansas Geographic 
Information Office that 
administers the state’s 
911 Plan on behalf and 
under the direction of 
the Arkansas 911 Board. 
However, she said she has 
not been in communica-
tion with the GIS Office 
during the pandemic.

Black said US Mail 
delivery service in the 
county has been af-
fected by the transition 
from Highway Contract 
route addresses to the 
911 addresses. The new 
information apparently 
isn’t being processed into 
the Arkansas Master 
Address Program. Black 
said he believes the data 
base used for locating ad-
dresses has either incom-
plete or mixed informa-
tion. This information, 
like a cog in a wheel, is 
not meshing, he said.

He said the system is 

“all jacked up, to say the 
least.” As an example, he 
noted some telephone 
bills are undeliverable 
and being returned.

Currently, local mail is 
delivered to both 911 and 
HC addresses, he said.

Larson cited the 
confusion with addresses 
might have an adverse 
affect on the 2020 census 
results as some local 
residents were unable 
file their census forms 
online. Accurate census 
date is important when 
applying for government 
grants.

The US postal ser-
vice is also undergoing 
changes of its own, Black 
said, noting that the cur-
rent district office serving 
this portion of Arkansas 
is in the process of being 
consolidated with a dis-
trict office serving parts 
of Oklahoma.

The city’s emergency 
alert siren has been op-
erational for over a year 
with the understanding 
that the system would be 
tested on a regular week-
ly basis by dispatchers 

at the Newton County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Apparently dispatchers 
are forgetting sometimes 
to perform this task. 
Larson and Emerson said 
the system must be tested 
to ensure it works and 
more  importantly for 
public recognition of its 
sound. The siren is sup-
posed to go off round 
noon on Wednesdays.

Mann said he works 
with the United Method-
ist Disaster Response of 
Arkansas which assists 
those who want to re-
spond to on-site disasters 
to become trained and 
certified. He recom-
mended local officials 
and first responders take 
the basic course in disas-
ter response.

There continues to be 
the need to identify a 
location, outfitted with 
an electricity generator, 
that would serve as an 
emergency shelter. It was 
noted that the county has 
a FEMA hazardous miti-
gation plan and that the 
Jasper School District has 
been awarded a grant to 

build a safe room on the 
Jasper campus. This facil-
ity will be available to the 
community when classes 
are not in session.

Brasel said Ritter is 
continuing to expand 
and upgrade its fiber 
broadband system. Cur-
rent activity in Newton 
County is in the Wayton 
area, around the library, 
the fairgrounds and Will 
Jones Road areas.

The 10-year expansion 
project began in 2017 
under a federal funding 
program. The company 
has also received pan-
demic stimulus money, 
however, it is directed to 
projects that will serve 
the most people, Brasel 
indicated.

Trammell has taken 
the EMS position for-
merly held by Brian 
Unruh who is now a 
clinical specialist at the 
hospital. Trammell said 
the county’s ambulance 
stationed at Mockingbird 
Hill is fully manned with 
six crew members on 
staff

He noted that the 

department has been 
testing automatic CPR 
devices. As a result, the 
decision has been made 
to equip all of the hospi-
tals’ ambulances with the 
devices.

As the pandemic ap-
pears to be drawing to an 
end, there is anticipation 
that special events will 
resume throughout the 
county.

Hughes announced 
the Buffalo National 
River is celebrating its 
50th anniversary in 
2022 and there will be a 
number of events leading 
up to and throughout the 
celebration.

Dunn reported on US 
Sen John Boozman’s re-
cent visit to the Newton 
County Health Unit. The 
health unit has adminis-
tered about 1,000 doses of 
the Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine.

The LEPC will con-
tinue the meeting at 10 
a.m. Monday, May 24, at 
the Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall in Jasper. 
New leadership will be 
elected.

2

to Sheriff Glen Wheeler and County 
Judge Warren Campbell and their 

crews; to all the professional rescue 
teams; to all those who provided 
food and water to the searchers; 
to our friends and neighbors 
who helped out; and most 

especially thank you to my 
very special friends.

Speed performance allowing you to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

844-452-6769
HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company.
The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed 
and may vary based on a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are accessing, network management practices as deemed 
necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal.
*Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. 
**Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.
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Enjoy big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!
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From 1A  
Newton County Nursing Home, 
National Park Service and the Area 
Agency on Aging of Northwest 
Arkansas.

Other participants include: NW 
Arkansas Housing Authority, US 
Department of Agriculture, Newton 
County Senior Center, Survival Flight, 
Boston Mountain Rural Health Clinic, 
University of Arkansas Extension 
Service, Legal Aid of Arkansas, At-
torney General Leslie Rutledge’s Office, 
the Jasper Community Garden, Jasper 
Farmer’s Market, volunteer fire depart-
ment Fire Wise Arkansas, Jasper Police 
Department, Air Evac Life Team, 

Single Parent Scholarship of Arkan-
sas, The Newton County Christian 
Food Room, Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission, Harps Food Store, Farm 
Upon a Rock, Newton County Sher-
iff’s Office Resource Officer program, 
Ruby’s Three wishes and Early Child-
hood. Larson said several more are 
also expected to attend.

Larson said there is a desperate need 
for child care services in the county. 
She said there will be licensed in-home 
child care information presented 
during the fair. These jobs would be 
perfect for workers who love children 
and want to work from home.

Larson added that a lunch would be 
provided and there will be prize draw-
ings throughout the day.

From 1A 
There is no fee stated 

in the ordinance for 
applying for the permit. 
The penalty for non-
compliance shall result in 
a civil fine of not less than 
$25 or not more than 
$100 for each day such 
violation continues.

The third and final 
reading of the ordinance 
passed with council 
member Les Murphy, 
Lindsey Graham and 
Todd Parker voting yes. 

Council member Michael 
Thomas was absent.

In related business 
Thursday, the council 
approved a building 
permit for Dennis Boyd 
who proposes to remove 
an existing structure and 
build a new residence.

The council also 
approved a permit for an 
overnight rental for Ben 
Bowser on a commercially 
zoned property. In this 
matter, Parker abstained 
his vote requiring Mayor 
Jan Larson to cast the 
deciding vote in favor of 
the permit.

costs and the need 
to hire staff as busi-
ness transitions out 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The CATPC 
would be made up 
of the restaurant 
operators along 
with two coun-
cil members. The 
money collected 
from the ham-
burger tax would 
stay in the city and 
be administered by  
the commission. No 
one has been able to 
accurately estimate 
how much money 
the tax should raise 
annually though 
figures mentioned 
ranged anywhere 
from $3,000 to 
$20,000.

Parker said 
Thursday that a 
public hearing 
should be held 
before going further 
with the proposal. 
The other council 
members agreed 
and the date for the 
meeting was set  so 
not to conflict with 
the regular council 
meeting in May or 
with other council 
members’ schedules.

CATPC:
From 1A

JOB FAIR: CODE:

LEPC:

Weather

 SAT		 SUN

Otherwise, 
mostly 
sunny

Mostly
cloudy

Partly 
sunny

Sunny

with a 
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with a 
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with a 
high near

61º 63º

67º 72º

with a 
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THUR	 FRI
Patchy frost  
before 9am. 

Showers likely. 
Chance of 

precipitation is 60%.

A 30% chance 
of showers and 
thunderstorms.

Architect selected 
for renovating 
former theater

By JEFF DEZORT
Newton County Times

Clements & Associates Architecture, 
Inc., of North Little Rock, was selected 
by the Jasper City Council last Thursday, 
April 15, to provide services required for 
renovating the former Buffalo Theater 
building on Spring Street into a visitor’s 
center.

The council also passed a resolution 
accepting the gifting of the building to 
the city.

Mayor Jan Larson began looking for 
grants to purchase the vacant building 
and to renovate it for use as a visitors 
center. That led to an agreement with the 
building’s owner, Don Nelms, to donate 
the building to the city. Nelms has owned 
it since a local non-profit corporation va-
cated the building years ago after trying 
to utilize it as a theater and community 
center. It has been vacant ever since.  Pri-
or to that the building housed a bakery, a 
theater before that and according to the 
description of the property in the resolu-
tion was apparently a drug store.

In seeking community development 
grants though the US Department of Ag-
riculture and the Department of Arkan-
sas Heritage for restoring and renovating 
the building’s exterior and interior spaces, 
the city would have to acquire the services 
of a certified architect for the projects.

Larson said Clements & Associates 
Architecture, Inc., was selected from 
others because the owner is familiar with 
Jasper and because the firm has worked 
on similar restoration projects.

The council also authorized the mayor 
to begin making the application for reno-
vation grants in advance of the next grant 
cycle in March.

WESTERN GROVE — Newton County 
Sheriff lenn Wheeler said a 33-year-old man 
on a four-wheeler ran from a deputy Wednesday 
night for the second time and was airlifted for 
treatment of injuries.

Wheeler said Deputy Adam Sirmons was 
working his first shift fter graduating from the 
police academy when he saw 33-year-old Mat-
thew Mills riding the ATV at Western Grove. 
Sirmons initiated a traffic stop, but Mills crossed 
Highway 65 near the Shamrock Apartments and 
a chase ensued.

Wheeler said the pursuit ran into both Marion 
and Searcy counties before Mills finally wrecked 
the four-wheeler near Pindall.

The vehicle rolled over on top of him and he 
was unconscious for a time, but Wheeler said he 
was alert and talking when he was taken to North 
Arkansas Regional Medical Center for treatment.

Due to medical circumstances, Mills was 
airlifted to a Springfield, Missouri, hospital for 
further treatment.

Even though Sirmons was on his first shift 
after attending the Arkansas Law Enforcement 
Academy, he had been a part-time deputy for a 

few years prior to that.
Wheeler said Mills allegedly ran from Sirmons 

on another earlier traffic stop.
Online court records show that traffic stop was 

in late February 2020. The state alleges the pickup 
Mills was driving spun rocks while on Boat 
Mountain Road and those rocks damaged the 
transmission of the patrol unit Sirmons was driv-
ing at the time. Wheeler said Sirmons had been 
assigned to patrol Western Grove and the car he 
was driving belonged to the city.

Wheeler said Mills was wanted on a warrant 
out of Newton County. Court records show a 
warrant was issued for Mills’ arrest in August 
2020 after he failed to appear in court on charges 
from the February pursuit.

The sheriff lso said Mills was wanted on 
multiple warrants from different jurisdictions. A 
Harrison Police log shows Mills was wanted on 
an HPD warrant for failure to appear in court 
on DWI, speeding and possession of controlled 
substance with bond set at $3,266.

Wheeler said Mills will face fleeing, reckless 
driving and other traffic violations from the 
Wednesday night pursuit.

Pregnant woman stabbed
HARRISON — Authori-

ties say a man formerly from 
Missouri was in custody Friday 
on suspicion of stabbing his 
girlfriend Thursday night in 
Bellefonte.

According to Boone County 
Sheriff’s Capt. Bob King, a 
caller reported that 35-year-old 
Ashley Crawford showed up at 
the caller’s residence with stabs 
wounds and substantial bleed-
ing about 10 p.m. Thursday.

Authorities allege that 
29-year-old Charles L. Boone, 
who is originally from Mis-
souri but had been living with 
Crawford at a residence on 

Center Street in Bellefonte for 
some time, cut and stabbed 
Crawford.

King said Crawford suf-
fered multiple cuts and stab 
wounds to the arms, back, 
shoulder and face, although 
none of the wounds damaged 
vital organs and weren’t life 
threatening.

“She’s very, very fortunate,” 
King said.

Boone County requested 
law enforcement agencies in 
the region be on the look-
out for Boone. Springfield, 
Missouri, Police took him 
into custody without incident 

about 4 a.m. Friday.
King said Crawford is 27 

weeks pregnant with Boone’s 
child. He said their relation-
ship was suffering and Boone 
attacked Crawford without 
provocation as she was lying 
on the couch.

King said Boone was being 
held Friday in the Greene 
County (Missouri) Jail with-
out bond awaiting extradition 
to Arkansas.

He will face two counts of 
attempted capital murder for 
the attack on Crawford and 
the potential injuries to the 
unborn child.

Man runs from deputy second time
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Man killed in 
crash with big rig

Staff Report
Harrison Police say a Harrison 

man was killed early Friday 
morning, April 16, when his 
vehicle ran under the trailer of 
an 18-wheeler backing into the 
loading dock at Pace Industries 
on the Bypass.

A police log shows the crash 
was reported just before 6:30 a.m.

Harrison Police Assistant 
Chief J.R. Cagle said Rex Savage, 
85, of Harrison was northbound 
on U.S. Highway 65 in a 2005 
Nissan Altima.

Tucker Chagnon, 41, of St. Joe 
was backing a 2009 Freightliner 
with a trailer into the loading 
dock from the center turn lane.

Cagle said the initial 
investigation indicates Savage 
didn’t see the big rig and ran 
under the trailer.

Cagle also said the 
investigation was still underway 
Friday morning.

Harrison Fire and Rescue 
and North Arkansas Regional 
Medical Center EMS were also 
on scene.

What’s going on
Due to the coronavirus pandemic regular monthly 

meeting schedules may be suspended.
Jasper Kiwanis Club meets 11:30 a.m. on 

Wednesdays at the Ozark Cafe.
Al-Anon Meeting, a support group for family 

and friends of alcoholics.  We have resumed our 
meetings every Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at the Methodist Fellowship Hall, 400 Clark St. in 
Jasper.  Please wear a mask.  You can also join us 
via Zoom.  For more information, call 479-857-
8281 or 712-898-8390.

The monthly board meeting for Newton 
County Healthcare Association, Inc., meets the 
last Tuesday of the month. The next meeting will be 
on Tuesday, April 27, at 5 p.m., in the Conference 
Room of Newton County Nursing Home.

Newton County Historical Society meets the 
last Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at the 
Bradley House Museum in Jasper. Public is invited. 
The next meeting is April 27.

Newton County Single Parent Scholarship 
Board meets the first Monday of each month, at 3 
p.m., at the Jasper Christian Church. Next meeting 
is May 3.

Jasper Community Garden members meet 
on the first Monday of each month at the Jasper 
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall at 5:30 
p.m. The next meeting will be May 3.

The Newton County Quorum Court meets 
the first Monday of each month at the courthouse 
beginning at 7 p.m., unless the first Monday is a 
holiday, then the quorum court meets on Tuesday 
night.  The next meeting is May 3.

Public hearing and special Jasper City Council 
meeting Tuesday, May 4, at 6 p.m., at City Hall 
to hear comments on a proposal to form a City 
Advertising and Tourism Promotion Commission 
(CATPC) which would require the council to pass 
an ordinance establishing a sales tax on prepared 
food sold inside the city limits.

The Western Grove City Council meets the first 
Tuesday of the month. The council meets at 7 p.m., 
at the Western Grove City Hall. The next meeting 
will be Tuesday, May 4.

The Newton County Cancer Support Group 
meets at 12:30 p.m., the first Wednesday of the 
month, at the Senior Center in Jasper. Next meeting 
is May 5.

Friends of the Newton County Library meets at 
noon on the second Monday of every month, at the 
library on state Highway 7 South. The next meeting 
is May 10.

The Deer/Mt. Judea Board of Education meets 
at 6:30 p.m., on the second Monday of each month. 
Meetings will alternate between campuses. The 
next regular meeting of the Deer/Mt. Judea Board 
of Education will be at 6:30 p.m., Monday, May 10.

Newton County Hometown Health Coalition 
meets the second Thursday of each month at the 
Newton County Special Services Learning Center 
on West Clark Street, at 10 a.m. The next meeting is 
May 13.

The Newton County Resource Council meets 
the second Thursday of each month, at 5 p.m.,  at 
Jasper City Hall. The next meeting is May 13.

Jasper Board of Education meets the third 
Monday of each month, at 6:30 p.m. at the Jasper 
School Library. The next meeting will be Monday, 
May 17. 

SENIOR CENTER PROVIDING MEALS
The Newton County Senior Activity 

and Wellness Center in Jasper continues 
its curbside pickup from 11:30 to noon, 
Monday through Friday, announced center 
director Nickie Henderson. She asks 
payment be made by check org exact 
change. Seniors 60 and older eat free 
though a $3 donation is appreciated. All 
others pay $6.60 which includes tax. All 
Meals include 8 ounces of 2% milk.

Upcoming events:
Wheels for Meals Parade, Saturday April 

24.
Fish fry, Friday, April 30, 3-6 p.m

April 22-28 Menu
Thursday - Beef and cheese nachos, 

refried beans, fruit of the day and angel food 
cake.

Friday - Chicken tenders, homestyle fries, 
steamed broccoli, biscuit and lemon bar.

Monday - Chili macaroni, Mexican corn, 
wheat bread and mixed fruit cup.

Tuesday - Cream of potato soup, 
crackers, dressed turkey sandwich, potato 
saad and gelatin.

Wednesday - Crumb baked fi h, macaroni 
and cheese, seasoned spinach, dinner roll 
and peaches.

FOL plant sale ready to bloom, again
JASPER — The 

Newton County Friends 
of the Library will hold 
their annual Spring Plant 
Sale on Thursday and 
Friday, April 29 and 30, 
and on Saturday, May 1, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
each day, or as long as 
plants last, announced 
Kenya Wendel, director 
of the Newton County 
Library. 

Plants will be divided 
into 3 lots for the 3 days 
so that shoppers have 
access to the same types, 
quality, and quantity of 
plants each day. If anyone 
would like to donate 
plants to the sale, plants 
can be dropped off t the 
library. If anyone needs 
help digging plants or 
cannot bring plants to 
the library, please call the 
library at 870-446-2983, 
and staff ill contact a 
volunteer. 

Due to the ongo-
ing pandemic, the FOL 
have planned the 2021 
Spring Plant Sale with 
adaptations to encourage 
neighborly commitment 
to each other’s well-being. 
By holding the event for 
three days instead of one 

day, the FOL hopes that 
shoppers will stagger 
their visits and avoid 
crowding. The FOL and 
the Newton County 
Library strongly encour-
age attendees to wear 
masks or face coverings 
and to maintain a 6-foot 
distance from others, 
including plant sale 
workers, when possible. 

Regarding parking 
during the plant sale, 
please be respectful and 
careful when parking 
or driving through the 
library parking lot. The 
north or right side of 
the library parking lot 

(closest to the car wash) 
will be reserved for those 
using the library and the 
library’s wi-fi. The south 
or left ide (the side with 
the round building) will 
be for those shopping at 
the Spring Plant Sale. Ad-
ditional overflow parking 
will be available at the 
former laundromat next 
door to the library.

The plant sale is typi-
cally the FOL’s largest 
fundraiser of the year. 
Due to Covid-19, the 
FOL was unable to hold 
its annual plant sale in 
2020. The FOL supports 
the Newton County Li-

brary through fundrais-
ing and volunteer eff rts. 
The FOL raises money 
for needs that exceed the 
library’s budget, such as 
the digital library sub-
scription which provides 
ebooks, audiobooks, 
and some streaming 
video to library patrons, 
including all students in 
Newton County school 
districts.

“The FOL and the 
Newton County Library 
are grateful to support 
our community and 
appreciate the support 
of our community in 
return,” Wendel said.

Crossroads Wheelers hosting Poker Chip Ride
The Crossroads Wheelers 

will be hosting a Poker Chip 
Ride Saturday, May 1 to benefit 
Informed Choices Women’s 
Center. Registration will be 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. at Mack’s 
Pines in Dover, located at 22816 

SR 7 North. 
Cost is $25 per driver—addi-

tional hands are $20. 
Each OHV is responsible for 

$3 National Forest day use fee. 
Envelopes will be at the sign-up 
table. 

Instead of choosing a card 
and a poker hand, draw chips! 
Chip values will be posted at the 
end of the ride. 

More information and pre-
registration available at Cross-
roads Wheelers Facebook page.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

LEE H. DUNLAP/STAFF

An 85-year-old Harrison man was killed Friday morning, April 16, when the vehicle he was driv-
ing ran under the trailer of an 18-wheeler backing into Pace Industries on the Bypass.
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State Capitol Week in Review
From Sen. Breanne Davis

LITTLE ROCK – The legislature 
has enacted numerous reforms to 
Arkansas election laws.

The Senate Committee on State 
Agencies and Governmental Affairs 
reviews all proposed legislation that 
address elections. So far this session, 
the committee has received 49 bills 
specifically affecting polling places, 
absentee ballots, voter fraud and the 
handling of elections.

A significant example is Senate Bill 
644, which has already been approved 
by the Senate and is being considered 
by the House.

It creates a toll-free hotline to 
the state Attorney General’s office 
to receive complaints of any viola-
tions of election law. To knowingly 
file a false claim would be a Class A 
misdemeanor.

Within 45 days of an election, the 
Attorney General shall report all com-
plaints to the legislature’s Joint Perfor-
mance Review Committee (JPR). SB 
644 would empower JPR to investigate 
allegations of election fraud.

JPR could schedule hearings to 
investigate allegations of election law. 
SB 644 empowers the committee to 
swear in witnesses and subpoena 
them to require their appearance. 
It could also subpoena records and 

documents.
The JPR committee may then refer 

the allegations to the state Board of 
Election Commissioners. The referral 
shall include testimony from the legis-
lative hearings and a recommendation 
of possible penalties.

The recommended penalties in-
clude a letter of reprimand to a county 
clerk or other local election official. 
Also, the election official could be 
decertified during the next election 
cycle or runoff.

If legislators on JPR believe that 
violations are so severe that they 
threaten a county’s ability to conduct 
a free, fair and impartial election, then 
the committee could recommend that 
the state Board take over the election 
process in that county.

The state Board of Election Com-
missioners could be reimbursed for 
running the local election. The state 
could withhold enough money from 
the county’s turnback funds to pay for 
election costs.

SB 644 authorizes similar steps to 
address voter registration violations. 
If the state Board finds a violation of 
voter registration laws, it may issue 
a letter of reprimand or impose a 
fine of up to $1,000 against the local 
election official and have the official 
decertifi d.

In related news, the Senate ap-
proved HB 1715 to require county 
clerks to provide the county board of 
election commissioners with a daily 
count of absentee ballot applications.

HB 1715 directs county clerks to 
compare signatures on applications 
for absentee ballots with signatures on 
the applicant’s voter registration docu-
ment. If the signatures don’t match, 
the clerk will not send an absentee 
ballot to the applicant.

Both the Senate and House have 
passed HB 1803 to authorize the state 
Board of Election Commissioners to 
take corrective action when it uncov-
ers violations of election laws.

The Senate also passed SB 620 
to restrict electioneering at polling 
places and SB 498, which changes the 
course of action when someone files 
an election law complaint to a county 
board of election commissioners. 
Instead of forwarding the complaint 
to the county clerk and prosecut-
ing attorney, the county board shall 
send it to the state Board of Election 
Commissioners.

The Committee on State Agencies 
endorsed HB 1517 to set up online 
voter registration. However, it failed 
on the first vote in the Senate. It 
received 18 votes but needed 24 for 
approval.
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The value of a teacher
By GOV. ASA HUTCHINSON

LITTLE ROCK — Last week, I signed 
legislation that will increase the median salary 
of schoolteachers by $2,000 over the next two 
years. The raise is one way to show teachers we 
value their work, and this legislation was one 
of my top priorities. Senator Missy Irvin and 
Representative Bruce Cozart sponsored the 
bills that raised salaries.

As another priority, the 93rd General 
Assembly passed additional education-related 
laws including requiring a computer science 
credit to graduate from high school; increasing 
funding for school transportation; and 
requiring schools to teach Holocaust Education 
as well.

As an example of how the teacher salary bill 
works, the bill allocates nearly $800,000 to the 
El Dorado School District, where the money 
will have an immediate benefit. On Monday 
night, the El Dorado School Board voted to 
increase pay this fall by $2,000 for each of the 
361 certified teachers and increasing the pay 
by 5.4 percent for each of the 241 classified 
employees.

Ashley Curtis, a teacher at El Dorado 
High School who also coaches ninth-grade 
basketball and track, is one of the teachers 
whose pay will increase. Ashley accompanied 
El Dorado Superintendent Jim Tucker to 
represent his district at the bill signing at the 
capitol on Monday. Ashley is a hard-working 
natural-born leader who is in the job for the 
right reasons, Superintendent Tucker said. But 
he can say that about every one of the teachers 
in the district, he added.

Another of our outstanding teachers and 
one of her first-grade students, Kamryn 
Gardner, has recently received national 
attention after Kamryn wrote a letter to a 
clothing manufacturer. Kamryn, who is seven-

years-old, was more than a little put out upon 
discovering that the pockets on the front of her 
Old Navy jeans were strictly ornamental. She 
couldn’t put her hands or anything else in the 
sewn-on pockets.

In January, Ellie Jayne, Kamryn’s teacher at 
Evening Star Elementary in the Bentonville 
School District, taught her students how 
to write a persuasive letter. With the 
encouragement of her mother, Kim, who also 
teaches first grade, Kamryn put pencil to 
hand-writing paper to compose a letter to the 
company. She wrote: “Dear Old Navy. … I want 
front pockets because I want to put my hands 
in them. … Would you consider making girls 
jeans with front pockets that are not fake?”

A month later, Old Navy sent to Kamryn two 
pairs of shorts and two pairs of jeans with real 
front pockets and a letter of appreciation from 
the Old Navy Kids Team.

Ellie Jayne and Ashley Curtis are the caliber 
of teachers we recruit and hope to retain with 
competitive salaries such as the raise the 92nd 
General Assembly passed in 2019 for new 
teachers and this year’s increase of the median 
salary.

We know these teachers are special, as 
Superintendent Tucker said, because they don’t 
choose their profession for the money. Ellie 
treasures the opportunity to teach her students 
to ask questions responsibly and respectfully. 
Ellie is rightfully proud of Kamryn, who 
reports that the first thing she put in one of 
her new pockets was her hand and one of her 
drawings.

Kamryn’s parents, Kim and Brandon, are 
not surprised that their outgoing daughter is 
not going to rest on her success. She thinks 
that next she’ll write to the president to tell 
him that “throwing trash on the ground, there 
should be a law that you can’t do that.”

Applying lessons learned to improve child nutrition
 

By US SEN JOHN 
BOOZMAN

Ensuring students have 
access to healthy, nutritious 
meals at school is a constant 
challenge in ordinary times. 
In an era of COVID-19, that 
challenge could easily seem 
insurmountable.

Our school nutrition profes-
sionals refused to back down to 
the pandemic. They deserve a 
thank you for all the incredible 
work they have done over the 
past year, and continue doing 
today. Their creativity, tenacity 
and commitment have ensured 
children in need have access 
to healthy food even with the 
extra difficulties brought on by 
COVID-19.

There are numerous stories, 
from schools across the coun-
try, of dedicated professionals 

going above and beyond to get 
nutritious meals to kids attend-
ing school, participating in re-
mote learning or, in many cases, 
a mix of both. One story from 
our own backyard really puts 
the challenge in perspective.

In the midst of the pandemic, 
KATV profiled the team at 
Mayflower Elementary School, 
highlighting its efforts to meet 
the needs of students in these 
unprecedented times by tak-
ing extra care and attention to 
package each individual meal 
and deliver them to classrooms 
where most students eat lunch 
at their desks.

Then there’s the issue of feed-
ing students who are participat-
ing remotely, a problem solved 
by packing up hundreds of 
meals for pick-up once a week. 
Every bag includes breakfast 
and lunch for each school day.

This process has been 
replicated in a similar man-
ner across Arkansas and the 
country. As we begin working 
on a bipartisan bill to reau-
thorize our child nutrition 
programs, it’s critical that we 
listen to those who operate 
these programs to understand 
the lessons they have learned 
during the pandemic.

As Ranking Member of 
the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee and a co-chair of the 
Senate Hunger Caucus, it is a 
priority of mine to see a child 
nutrition reauthorization bill 
cross the finish line.

It has been over 10 years 
since Congress has reau-
thorized our child nutrition 
programs. Without a doubt, 
some of them need to be mod-
ernized. The summer meals 
program, in particular, needs 

to be updated as many of the 
rules date back to the 1960s 
and are simply unworkable. 
It is hamstrung by guidelines 
which dictate a one-size-
fits-all solution that requires 
children to travel to a central 
location and eat their meals 
together.

The pandemic has height-
ened the need for increased 
flexibility. All options—from 
off-site, grab-and-go models, 
to home delivery, to electronic 
benefits transfer—must be on 
the table.

Along with modernizing 
the programs themselves, 
we need to take a look at the 
federally-imposed meal pat-
tern requirements. I continue 
to hear concerns from nutri-
tion professionals, including 
the Arkansas School Nutrition 
Association, that the increas-

ingly restrictive requirements 
for milk, sodium and whole 
grains are unworkable.

As schools face financial 
strains and a pandemic, the 
last thing we should add to 
their burdens is a mandate to 
implement strict meal pat-
tern requirements for which 
products are not available. This 
is a concern that needs to be 
addressed in the short term, 
but it is equally important to 
find a long-term solution to give 
schools certainty.

School nutrition profession-
als feed kids healthy, nutritious 
meals each school day. I trust 
them to know their students 
and what will work in their 
schools. We should follow their 
guidance as we move forward 
to draft a ipartisan bill to 
reauthorize our child nutrition 
programs.

The heroes of the 
Fourth District

By CONG. BRUCE WESTERMAN
Arkansas’ Fourth District

About a month ago, I took to social media to 
ask the people of Arkansas’ Fourth District to 
nominate their fellow residents who have gone 
above and beyond to selflessly serve others in 
the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
response was staggering! We received an incred-
ible number of inspirational stories of those who 
gave back to their communities while expecting 
nothing in return. Last week, I visited 17 of these 
Hometown Heroes to congratulate them on their 
service and listen to their stories.  

These heroes included Bearden Police Chief 
Nathan Greeley, who bought essentials for 
hurting residents with his own money, delivered 
medications, and conducted wellness checks on 
those who were sick. 

In Pine Bluff e heard the stories of Mr. Daryl 
Graydon, owner of Lil D’s BBQ, who, while sur-
viving the pandemic, gave away meals to front 
line workers such as doctors, nurses, teachers, 
police officers, and anyone else in the commu-
nity who needed one.

In Rison, Ms. Lynn Wilson, owner of Rison 
Pharmacy, and her employees held drive-thru 
COVID-19 vaccine clinics as the only distributor 
of the vaccine in Cleveland County and educated 
the public on the safety of the vaccine. As a direct 
result, Cleveland County has the highest percent-
age of vaccinated individuals in the state. 

I will be sharing the stories of all of our Home-
town Heroes over the course of several weeks on 
my Facebook page. After an incredibly difficult 
year, it was heartwarming to read these stories 
and visit with those who have poured their time 
and energy back into their communities.

I was fortunate to meet with people from all 
diffe ent backgrounds- law enforcement, educa-
tors, restaurant owners, pharmacists, church 
employees, and the list goes on. However, in 
speaking to each person this week, one common 
theme emerged – their profound humility. When 
thanked for their service to our community, the 
heroes often said no thanks was needed, they 
were only filling needs they saw in their com-
munities. That humility of spirit is what makes 
the work of these men and women so admirable, 
and I was truly honored to meet them.  
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The Holt/Ragan Family turned the keys over to the Conner 
and Collie Families on December 18th, 2020.

 Pictured L-R, Kerry Ragan Wantuck, Kent Patrick Ragan, 
great-grandchildren of L. C. Holt, and Jackie Conner, 
Conner and Carson Collie, John Conner, Phillip and 

Rachel Collie, the new owners of Holt Memorial Chapel.

PARDON OUR PROGRESS AS WE BEGIN RENOVATION

Happy Retirement to
Glenna Ragan & Family!
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910 Highway 65 North
Northvale Shopping Center

8:30am - 6pm, M-F; 10am - 3pm, Sat.

Largest selection of vitamins,
nutritional supplements and
GLUTEN FREE products.

Organic foods, herbs & books.
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– BOXLEY –
BOXLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun. School 9:30 a.m. • Worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. • Wed. Adult & Children 
Bible Study 6 p.m.
Claude Villines, Pastor
– COMPTON –
COMPTON COUNTY LINE 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun. School 9:30 a.m. • Worship 10:30 a.m. & 
6 p.m. • Wed. 7 p.m.
Steve Emerson, Pastor • 688-2415
– COWELL –
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH OF COWELL - 
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. & 5 
p.m.
– DEER –
DEER BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. 
& 5 p.m. • Bible Study, Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Bill Counts, Pastor • 428-5005
DEER CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sun. Bible Study 10 a.m. • Worship 11 
a.m. & 6 p.m • Kelly Woods, Preacher
– EVERTON –
LIGHTHOUSE FULL GOSPEL  CHURCH
154 Hwy 206/Everton Rd. • Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. • Worship 11:15 a.m. • Rev. Jerry 
Marshall, Pastor
– HASTY –
HASTY HOLINESS CHURCH
Sun. School 10 a.m. • worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m.,  Angie & Richard Bower, Pastors •  870-
429-6122

– JASPER –
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sun. Bible Study 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. & 
2 p.m. • Wed. Bible Study 6 p.m.
Anthony McCutcheon, Preacher • 446-2978
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Sat. Prayer 7 p.m. • Sun. School 9:45 a.m. • 
Worship 10:45 a.m. • Sun. Worship 6 p.m. • 
Wed., Royal Rangers, Missionettes, Forgiven 
Youth Group, Worship 7 p.m.
Brother Steve Holt, Appointed Pastor • 
446-2921
FIRST BAPTIST 
Sun. School 9:45 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m. • Wed. 6 p.m. • Jimmy Dale Huskey, 
Pastor • 446-5442.
UNITED METHODIST
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Children’s Sermom 11 
a.m. • Worship 11 a.m.
Byron Mann, Pastor • 870-446-2089
NEWTON CO. COWBOY CHURCH
Sunday 5 p.m. • Newton Co. Fair Grounds • 
870-291-9417
TROY WALKER GRACE FOR LIFE MINISTRY 
- Sun. Worship 10 a.m. • American Legion 
Hall, Jasper
JASPER CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sun. School 9:45-10:45 a.m. • Worship 
10:45-11:15 a.m. • For information: 391-
1595
LOW GAP FULL GOSPEL CHURCH
Services: Sunday 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m. • Phone 870-861-5855
Pastor Kelvin House

– LURTON –
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. • 
Evening service 5 p.m. • Youth & Children’s 
Wed. 7 p.m.
Stan Taylor, Pastor
– MT. JUDEA –
BETHLEHEM CHURCH
Services 7:30 p.m. Wed. & Sun.
Kenneth Campbell, Pastor • Troy Royce & 
Paul Martin, Assistant Pastors
MT. JUDEA CHRISTIAN CENTER
Next to the Mt. Judea School • Sun. 10 a.m. • 
Thurs. 7 p.m. Bible Study
Gary & Nina Johnson, Pastors • 434-5574
– MT. SHERMAN –
MT. SHERMAN ASSEMBLY
Sun. 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. & 6 p.m. • 
Wed. meal 5:45 p.m. • Services 6:30 p.m.
Raymond White, Pastor • 861-5560
– PARTHENON –
CHURCH OF GOD SEVENTH DAY
Sat. Services 11 a.m. • Wed. 6 p.m. • 1.5 miles 
• Diamond Cave Rd. • Jason Overman, Pastor 
446-5736 or 446-2352
CHURCH IN THE VALLEY CAMPGROUND 
MINISTRIES
1 mile on Murray Road • Sun. School 9:45 
a.m. • Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6:30 a.m. • Wed. 
7 p.m.
Charlie Jarnison, Pastor • 446-6661
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. & 6:30 
p.m. • Wed. 6:30 p.m. • 446-5627

– PIERCETOWN– 
NEWTON COUNTY BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School: 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. 
• Wednesday Evening 6:30 Children and 
Youth ministries • Andrew Campbell, Pastor 
434-5988

– SHILOH –
SHILOH UNITED BAPTIST
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. • Every 
4th Saturday 7:30 p.m., Jerry Liggett, Pastor

– VENDOR –
BIG CREEK ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Sunday School 10:00 a.m., Worship 10:50 
a.m and 6 p.m. • Wed. 7:00 p.m. Bible study, 
youth & children’s ministries 
Phil Pittman, Pastor 434-5517

LOG HALL COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. & 6 
p.m.,  Jim Bohannon, Pastor • 434-6217

– WAYTON –
WAYTON UNITED BAPTIST
Sun. School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m., David 
Edgmon, Pastor

WAYTON FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday school, 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m., 
Pastor Tony Taylor

– WESTERN GROVE –
ABUNDANT LIFE UPC
Wed. service 7 p.m. • Sun. Worship 10 a.m. & 
6 p.m., J.W. Daniels, Pastor

519 N. Spring St., P.O. Box 100 
Harrison, Ark. 72602-0100 

(870) 741-3113 
For funeral information, visit 

www.rollerfuneralhomes.com

ROLLER-CHRISTESON

FUNERAL HOME

Thomas Reece, Sr., 86, died Monday, April 12, 
(2021). Private graveside services were held at 
Sand Hill Cemetery in Yardelle. Arrangements 
under the direction of Coffman Funeral Home 
of Harrison.

Recent Deaths

Courtesy ofThomas Reece, Sr., 86
˜  omas E. Reece, 

Sr., 86, died in Fayette-
ville, Monday, 
April 12, (2021). 
Private graveside 
services were 
held at Sand 
Hill Cemetery 
in Yardelle, with 
Derwin Mar-
tin o°  ciating. 
Arrangements 
under the direction of 
Co  ̨man Funeral Home 
of Harrison. Memorials 
may be made to Sand 
Hill Cemetery Fund, 
HC 32 Box 167, Hasty, 
AR, 72640.

˜  omas was born in 
Biloxi, Mississippi, April 
19, 1934, and grew up 
on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast. He was veteran, 
serving in the US Air 
Force, US Army and 
Army National Guards. 
˜  omas was retired from 

the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Transportation 

a  ̋er over 20 years 
employment as 
a mechanic.

He attended 
Yardelle Chapel. 
He and his wife 
moved to New-
ton County in 
2006 a  ̋er Hurri-
cane Katrina.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Everett “Doot” Reece 
and Rosella “Buck” Hill;  
his wife of 64 years, 
Leler “Rita” Reece and a 
son, ˜  omas E. “Rusty” 
Reece, Jr. 

˜  omas is survived 
by his daughters, Wanda 
Graham, of Western 
Grove and Colleen 
Rawlings, of Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi and his sister, 
Barbara Banks, of Biloxi, 
Mississippi.

Stephen David Clanton Jr.
Stephen David Clan-

ton Jr., 62, of St. Joe, died 
April 9 (2021).  Born 
May 9, 1958, in Many, 
Louisiana, the son of 
Stephen and Carol Price 
Clanton Sr. Stephen 

leaves his sister and 
many dear friends and 
family.   A memorial ser-
vice will be held at a later 
date.  Condolences may 
be le  ̋ at www.Diamond-
StateCremation.com 

Mary Romero, 81, of Hasty
Mary Ruth Romero, 

81, of Hasty, died  Sat-
urday, April 10 (2021).  
A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.  
Condolences may be le  ̋ 
at www.DiamondState-

Cremation.com
Born July 1, 1939, 

in Canyon, Texas, the 
daughter of Guy and 
Winnie Garnett Lane. 
Mary leaves her daugh-
ter, Mary Lawrence.  

Restaurant revitalization 
funding available

WASHINGTON — SBA Administrator Isabella 
Casillas Guzman has announced key details on applica-
tion requirements, eligibility, and a program guide for the 
Restaurant Revitalization Fund (RFF). ̃  e restaurant in-
dustry has been among the hardest-hit sectors during the 
economic downturn caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
To help bring jobs back and revive the industry, the 
American Rescue Plan, signed into law by President Joe 
Biden, established the $28.6 billion Restaurant Revital-
ization Fund at the U.S. Small Business Administration 
(SBA). ̃  e SBA will administer the funds to the hardest-
hit small restaurants.

“Today, we are starting the process to help restaurants 
and bars across the country devastated by the pandemic, 
and this is our message: Help is here. With the launch 
of the Restaurant Revitalization Fund, we’re prioritizing 
funding to the hardest-hit small businesses – irreplace-
able gathering places in our neighborhoods and com-
munities that need a lifeline now to get back on their feet,” 
said SBA Administrator Isabella Casillas Guzman. “And, 
thanks to clear directives from Congress, we’re rolling 
out this program to make sure that these businesses 
can meet payroll, purchase supplies, and get what they 
need in place to transition to today’s COVID-restricted 
marketplace.”

Administrator Guzman emphasized, “We’re also 
focused on ensuring that the RRF program’s applica-
tion process is streamlined and free of burdensome, 
bureaucratic hurdles – while still maintaining robust 
oversight. Under my leadership, the SBA aims to be as 
entrepreneurial as the entrepreneurs we serve – and that 
means meeting every small business where they are, and 
giving them the support they need to recover, rebuild and 
thrive.”

Under this announcement, details on application 
requirements, eligibility, and a program guide are now 
available in English at www.sba.gov/restaurants or in 
Spanish at www.sba.gov/restaurantes.

Ahead of the application launch and over the next two 
weeks, the SBA will establish a seven-day pilot period 
for the RRF application portal and conduct extensive 
outreach and training. ̃  e pilot period will be used 
to address technical issues ahead of the public launch. 
Participants in this pilot will be randomly selected from 
existing PPP borrowers in priority groups for RRF and 
will not receive funds until the application portal is open 
to the public. 

Following the pilot, the application portal will be 
opened to the public. ̃  e o°  cial application launch date 
will be announced at a later date. For the ÿ rst 21 days that 
the program is open, the SBA will prioritize reviewing 
applications from small businesses owned by women, 
veterans, and socially and economically disadvantaged 
individuals. Following the 21-day period, all eligible ap-
plicants are encouraged to submit applications.

˜  e groundwork for this announcement is the result of 
a comprehensive e  ̨ort to reach out to diverse stakehold-
ers in order to understand the needs and barriers restau-
rants face in accessing emergency relief aid.

“Local restaurants and bars are being served very good 
news today,” said Erika Polmar, Executive Director of 
the Independent Restaurant Coalition. “˜  ese guidelines 
were cra  ̋ed by the SBA a  ̋er conversations with inde-
pendent restaurant and bar operators across the country. 
We are grateful to the SBA for their hard work to make 
this process as accessible as possible in a short period of 
time.  It is clear the SBA and the Biden Administration 
care deeply about ensuring businesses struggling the 
most can quickly and e  ̨ectively use this relief program, 
and we look forward to continued conversations and col-
laboration to ensure this fund works as intended for the 
independent restaurant and bar community.”

Flu season ends 
with 18 deaths

˜  e 2020-21  ̂u season could be considered to be 
a mild one comparing this season’s total number of 
attributed deaths to in  ̂uenza compared to last season’s.

˜  e Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) 
concluded that the total of  ̂u-related deaths totaled 18, 
compared to 125 reported all of last season. 

During  ̂u season, ADH produces a Weekly 
In  ̂uenza Report for clinicians. ˜  e report provides 
information on  ̂u activity in the state. ˜  e report also 
compares in  ̂uenza- like-illness (ILI) in Arkansas to 
activity in the U.S. ADH receives reports of only a 
fraction of  ̂u cases since it only requires reports of 
hospitalizations, deaths, and outbreaks. ˜  erefore, it 
is important to understand that the information in 
the weekly update is representative of the timing and 
location of activity, but it does not re  ̂ect the overall 
burden of disease. It is presumed that there are many 
more people actually a  ̨ected than the report shows. 
Clinicians and policy makers may ÿ nd the report 
helpful in terms of communicating to colleagues and 
patients about the current status of the  ̂u season.

Report Key Points:
• For Week 14, Arkansas reported “Minimal” or 1 

out of 13 for In  ̂uenza-Like-Illness (ILI) activity level 
indicator determined by data reported to ILINet.

• Since Sept. 27, 2020, 2,050 positive in  ̂uenza tests 
have been reported to the ADH online database by 
health care providers. Please note that reported cases 
re  ̂ect only a portion of the actual numbers of  ̂u cases 
in the state.

• Among  ̂u antigen tests this season that can 
distinguish between in  ̂uenza A and B virus types, 
38 percent were in  ̂uenza A, and 62 percent were 
in  ̂uenza B.

Statewide Drug Take 
Back Day is Saturday

LITTLE ROCK – Arkansas Attorney General 
Leslie Rutledge is encouraging Arkansans to clean 
out their medicine cabinets and bring any unused 
or expired medications to one of the state’s more 
than 250 Prescription Drug Take Back Day drop-
o  ̨ locations from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 24.

A drug drop o  ̨ box is located in the lobby of 
the Newton County Sheri  ̨ ’s O°  ce.

“Cleaning out medicine cabinets and turning 
the expired, unused medications over to law 
enforcement during a Drug Take Back event will 
save lives,” said Attorney General Leslie Rutledge. 
“It is important now more than ever that we 
continue to properly dispose of these prescription 
drugs.”

˜  e Arkansas Attorney General’s O°  ce 
hosts Prescription Drug Take Back Day twice a 
year in partnership with Arkansas Department 
of Health, Arkansas Department of Human 
Services, Arkansas National Guard, Arkansas 
Rotary Clubs, Arkansas State Board of Pharmacy, 
DEA, FBI, O°  ce of the State Drug Director 
and over 100 additional law enforcement and 
government agencies, community organizations 
and public health providers.

Thomas W. (Tommy) Bunting Sr.

˜  omas W. (Tommy) Bunting Sr. of Harrison, 
died April 17 (2021).  Born April 12th 1950 in 
Dumas, the son of ˜  omas W. and Bea (Draper) 
Bunting. Tommy leaves his wife Brenda Bunting 
and many loving family and friends.  A celebration 
of life is planned April 23.  Details and condolences 
can be seen at:  www.DiamondStateCremation.com
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As life goes by
By ELAINE 

LAUNDERVILLE
Last week: My grand-

daughter, Mary Margaret, 
went to her senior prom 
this weekend. She sent 
me her picture with her 
boyfriend, and she was so 
beautiful, and he was so 
handsome. Mary Margaret 
wrote that she was really 
excited to get to go to prom 
this year since Covid hit at 
prom time last year! The 
COVID-19 is beginning to 
become a memory. I know 

we have much time left, 
but we are beginning to see 
the light at the end of the 
tunnel. If you are getting to 
go to your prom or have a 
child or grandchild going 
to the senior prom, I am 
sure you are enjoying this 
year since so many didn’t 
get to enjoy their prom last 
year! 

Not everyone has gotten 
vaccinated, but many have, 
and it feels good. I know 
we must wear our mask 
for more time, but it will 

be worth saving lives and 
getting back to work. 

Have you been out for 
a drive through the hills?  
The trees are beginning 
to bloom. The flowers are 
out and are beautiful! The 
trees are becoming differ-
ent shades of green. It is a 
lovely time to be alive! 

This is the time when 
everyone wants to get out 
and plant.  It seems like 
the weather is ready for 
tender plants to be put out 
and then, Wham!  More 
cold weather and you are 
back buying more plants 
for the second round!   It 
seems like we are ready for 
a garden and we find we 
must wait a little longer.

Please go get your CO-
VID-19 shots and be safe. 
Wear your mask, wash 
carefully, and watch who 
you are getting together 
with.

Sorry I didn’t get this 
emailed last week. If you 
have grandchildren who 
use your computer, you 
will understand when I 
say they have to be home 
to help when things don’t 
seem to be right to use the 
email. You will understand 
more if you live out in the 
country where the internet 
doesn’t connect right.

This week: Remember 
we live in Arkansas! The 
weather changes on a 
dime. One day it is garden 
planting time and the 
next day it is freezing and 
a chance of snow.  People 
who live somewhere else 
are always surprised at the 
changes we have. We jok-
ingly say, if you don’t like 
the weather now just wait 
an hour or two.  It is never 
a dull moment! 

You may be involved 
in the end of the school 

events. The seniors are fin-
ishing up with a prom, fi-
nals and anything else they 
have to do to leave school.  
Mary Margaret is graduat-
ing and also celebrating 
her 18th birthday. She and 
her mother, Amanda, are 
trying to fi ure out how to 
have a birthday celebration 
this week and not finding 
a day available. Next week 
is just as bad. Who knows? 
It may be a surprise when 
it does happen. We are 
running into Mother’s Day 
on May 9. That may cause 
another situation. Oh, fun, 
fun, fun!

I visited with a friend 
at church today and she 
said school is almost over. 
I remember those days. 
So much to do to finalize 
everything to close out the 
year. Where I worked, we 
finished all paper work and 
then we had to pack all the 

books, teaching materi-
als and the furniture was 
stacked and cleaned and 
everything counted. 

We had Unity Sunday 
at church which means 
both services pulled 
together for worship. Bible 
study before service and 
then at church we had 
communion. I could have 
cried just seeing all the 
friends go up to receive 
communion. Then we had 
a voter’s meeting where 
the youth group prepared 
the meal. We met and 
voted on the changes we 
had to the Constitution 
after our meeting.

Be sure to wear your 
mask, social distance and 
wash carefully. Be con-
siderate of all your friends 
and family.  We can beat 
this COVID-19, but we 
must take it seriously. Have 
a great week!

Alvard killing suspects’ case files unsealed
By JAMES L. WHITE

jamesw@harrisondaily.com

The case files on three 
men suspected in the Feb. 
8, 2018, stabbing death of 
Christopher Alvard and his 
dog near Eureka Springs 
were unsealed Wednesday 
and show details of the 
3-year-old killing.

Joshua Loyd Anderson, 
Charles Ky Hanna and 
Jason Hartley Helm are all 
charged with first-degree 
murder and cruelty to 
animals in the case that 
was under investigation for 
almost three years before 
they were arrested Feb. 8, 
the anniversary of the dis-
covery of Alvard’s body.

Prosecuting Attorney 
Robert T. Rogers recused 
from the case because he 
had represented “the prin-
cipal suspect” in the case in 
several criminal matters in 
the past, records show.

Little Rock lawyer John 
“Jack” McQuary was ap-
pointed as special pros-
ecutor. The case files were 
sealed on Jan. 28.

Online court records 
show that Helm was a 
suspect in Alvard’s murder 
at least as of Feb. 26, 2018, 
when Circuit Judge Scott 
Jackson signed an order 
to require Helm submit a 
DNA sample to be tested 
against evidence collected 
at the scene.

Arkansas State Police 
Special Agent Dale Bailey 

filed an affidavit request-
ing the DNA sample from 
Helm on Feb. 23, 2018.

According to the af-
fidavit, Alvard’s family 
members were unable to 
make contact with him at 
his residence on County 
Road 116 near Eureka 
Springs. Alvard’s mother 
went to the residence, 
finding the door had been 
kicked in and there was a 
large amount of blood on 
the porch.

Carroll County Sheriff’s 
Office was notified and 
responded to the scene, 
where they discovered the 
body of Alvard and his 
dog. An autopsy revealed 
Alvard had been hit in the 
head at least twice and had 
multiple stab wounds. The 
dog also showed multiple 
stab wounds, the affidavit 
said. State Police were 
asked to help with the 
investigation.

“During the course of 
this murder investigation, 
Jason Helm has emerged as 
the main suspect,” Bailey 
wrote in 2018.

Information from sourc-
es and interviews indicated 
Helm had been communi-
cating with people dur-
ing the timeframe of the 
murder and was trying to 
get a ride from the area of 
Helm’s residence.

“Information received 
stated that Helm has made 
the statement to an un-

known person that Helm 
had gotten into an alterca-
tion with a guy and his dog 
and that it went bad and 
that he thought he left is 
DNA at the crime scene,” 
the affidavit said.

Helm was arrested Feb. 
16, 2018, on a warrant for 
parole violation. While 
held in the Carroll County 
Jail, Helm allegedly made 
a phone call, which was 
recorded, in which he said 
he thought police had been 
following him through 
Facebook because he was 
using the social media 
platform through WiFi.

Hanna told investigators 
that he picked up Helm 
behind the Eureka Springs 
School during the time of 
the killing, the affidavit 
said. He said Helm didn’t 
seem like himself and was 
very talkative. He said he 
took Helm to Anderson’s 
residence. Other witnesses 
said Helm and Anderson 
were very close.

Anderson’s wife, Mary, 
told investigators that 
Hanna had been at her 
residence and had what ap-
peared to be a serious dog 
bite he later claimed to be a 
gunshot wound.

Mary Anderson told 
investigators that she and 
her husband had borrowed 
Hanna’s vehicle and there 
was a plastic bag contain-
ing bloody paper towels, 
toilet paper and a piece of a 
shirt, the affidavit said.

“She stated Josh made 
Ky take it out in case 
Ky had Staph Infection, 
because Mary had cancer,” 
the affidavit said. “She 
agreed to try and find the 
bloody items, which were 
in a plastic bag, but she 
later stated she couldn’t 
find it and that her child 

told her Ky had burned a 
plastic bag.”

That affidavit was sealed 
in February 2018 as the 
investigation ensued.

An arrest affidavit filed 
Jan. 28 of this year said the 
names of all three suspects 
kept coming up during the 
course of the investigation. 
Attempts were made to 
interview all three suspects 
and “one of the three” told 
investigators that all three 
were involved in Alvard’s 
death. He said they initially 
went to Alvard’s residence 
to “rough up” Alvard.

“He said Alvard fought 
back to the point where at 
least two of the potential 
defendants used deadly 
force armed with knives,” 
the affidavit said.

Records show Anderson 
and Helm were being held 
in the Carroll County Jail, 
while Hanna was being 
held for Carroll County 
in the Boone County Jail. 
All three have pleaded not 
guilty and are awaiting 
further court proceedings.

Helm also faces a single 
charge of terroristic threat-
ening for allegedly threat-
ening to shoot a woman 
at a residence at Holiday 
Island on Dec. 20, 2020.

When asked about the 
length of the investigation, 
Bill Sadler, Arkansas State 
Police public information 
officer, said the investiga-
tive timeline and processes 
that lead to any arrest are 
not subjects of discussion 
pending adjudication.

But Sadler also said 
investigators never set the 
case aside and continued 
gathering evidence and 
facts essential for a pros-
ecuting attorney to have 
before filing a criminal 
charge.
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Extension Corner: It’s Time to Spring Clean 
By MARSHA HORTON

Newton County.Agent, FCS

Mother Nature may be mak-
ing us wonder this week if it 
really is Spring, but according 
to the calendar it is!  So with 
that being stated, sometimes do 
you really wonder why it is that 
we do spring cleaning instead 
of summer cleaning or winter 
cleaning?  After all, once spring 
is here don’t we all want to be 
outdoors and enjoying the fresh 
air? I know that I do.  

But, the common thing to 
do is to clean things out in the 
spring. I suppose that’s because 
spring is all about starting fresh. 
So, if you haven’t done your 
spring cleaning yet and you’re 
itching to get it done so you can 
get outside, then you may want 
to think about getting yourself 

all ready for that fresh start 
that’s finally àbout to be upon 
us: 

Make a list of everything 
you’d like to have done around 
the house. Organize this list 
in two different ways. First, 
organize your list by priori-
ties – what do you really want 
done this year and what do you 
not care so much about. You 
should have three sets based 
on priority – must be done, 
would like to be done and 
doesn’t really need to get done. 
Next organize the tasks in each 
section by difficulty, creating 
“hard”, “easy” and “moderate” 
sets. You’ll work on the easiest 
tasks in the “must be done” 
column, then the moderate, 
then the hard and then you 
can move on to doing the same 

thing with what you would 
like to have done. This system 
assures that you get the most 
important things done quickly. 

 Set aside twenty minutes 
per day for spring cleaning. 
Commit to doing a little bit of 
cleaning every day for the entire 
season and you’ll find that you 
barely feel like you’re working 
at it at all but your home will be 
completely clean and organized 
before summer is here. 

Pick one room or closet to 
start with. This way you ac-
complish at least one task even 
if you don’t end up getting 
around to a full spring clean-
ing this year. Choose the room 
or closet that you most wish 
was organized and plan to do 
that if nothing else. Most likely, 
you’ll find that getting started 

with this puts you on track to 
doing more spring cleaning.   

Use the “love it”, “hate it”, 
“like it” system for getting rid 
of things. With this system, 
you go through whatever room 
or closet you’re cleaning and 
separate everything into the 
above three piles. Anything 
in the “hate it” pile gets put 
in the donation bin without a 
second thought. Anything that 
you love gets put back in an 
organized fashion. The rest can 
then be sorted through more 
carefully as to what you want 
to keep and what should be 
tossed out. 

During this transition from 
winter to spring let us get to 
the task of cleaning. By do-
ing the cleaning now, it will 
allow us to be ready to enjoy 

the summer months.  Spring 
cleaning makes us do those 
chores that we have be putting 
off, such as, cleaning the oven 
after it has worked so hard 
for us during the holidays, or 
replacing air filters to get ready 
for an air conditioned summer. 
It’s also a great time to sort 
through magazines and donate 
anything you no longer need. 
Cleaning and de-cluttering at 
the same time can make you 
feel lighter, calmer and happier.  

For more information about 
this topic and others  please 
contact the Newton County 
Extension Office at 446-2240.  
The Arkansas Cooperative 
Division of Agriculture is 
an equal opportunity, equal 
access and affirmative action 
institution.

Gone, but  
not forgotten: 

Columbus and Delia Hudson Farm
1921-1955 Farm complex. Listed in Arkansas 

Register of Historic Places on 08/03/05

Excerpts from Arkansasheitage.com
Part 3

Although he worked in various capacities 
throughout his life, Lum was primarily a farmer 
and a timber laborer, owning and operating his own 
sawmill, which was located on the 300-acre property. 
He served one term as the Newton County Judge 
from 1939-1940. Though Lum’s term as county 
judge was short, his one term was a historic one for 
Newton County, as he oversaw the construction of 
the present day Newton County Courthouse.

 Adath (Greenhaw) Hudson recalls that Lum 
was one of the only people around who had a truck 
during the 1930s. She said that he was a kind man 
who never refused to help anyone. Many times he 
would transport people across Big Creek (which had 
to be forded if one was to go to Harrison for supplies) 
in one of his log trucks if the creek was too high for 
walking or riding a horse across.

She also recalls that he would drive down to Mt. 
Judea ( ½ mile from his home) and pick up many 
people to take to singing conventions and revivals 
around the county. Adath recollects:. “We would get 
all fixed up and Lum would pick us all up down at 
Judy. We would all pile on the back of his log truck 
and ride to Deer or Jasper or wherever the singing 
convention was. By the time we got there, our hair 
was blown all over the place and we were covered 
in dust. We just sat on the back of that ole truck and 
let our legs dangle over the side all the way up the 
mountain.”

More next week
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RODNEY BEAVER/STAFF

Jasper’s Kaylee Reynolds looks to home plate on Thursday at Green Forest. The Lady Tigers defeated Jasper in the contest.

Lady Tigers romp Jasper on Senior NightLady Tigers romp Jasper on Senior Night

By RODNEY BEAVER
sports@newtoncountytimes.com

GREEN FOREST — After a 
strong start on the softball 
diamond by both Green 
Forest and Jasper on 
Thursday, the offense 
got hot for one team and 
cold for another as the game 
progressed.

Green Forest finished with 
an 18-6 win on their home field 

against the Lady Pirates.
Both squads scored three runs in the 

first inning.
After Jasper went three up 

and three down in the top 
of the second inning, the 

Lady Tigers went to work. 
With one out, Green 

Forest scored seven-straight 
batters and added another four 

runs with two outs. 

Branson boys pick 
up 13 wins at HHS

Staff Report
sports@newtoncountytimes.com

HARRISON — Even 
though the official totals 
have not been released, there 
might have been a clear 
indication that Branson, Mo. 
won the Rosson Invitational 
held at Harrison High School 
on Th rsday.

The Pirates won 13 of 
the 18 events. Clinton High 
School won three events and 
Yellville-Summit won the last 
two events.

Tyler Barrett of Yellville-
Summit collected both wins 
for the Panthers. He was 
victorious in the shot put and 
the discus.

Kingston placed in several 
events. Darian Alexander 
was seventh in the High 
Jump with a leap of 5-06.00.

The Yellow Jackets placed 
in all four relay events.

Placing third in the 4X800 
was the team of Zac Root; 
Xander Stokes; Chism Floyd 
and Josh Cooper. The squad 
finished in 10:09.06.

In the 4X200, the Yellow 
Jackets were fourth in 
1:45.93. The relay was run by 
Root, Stokes, Alexander and 
Floyd.

A fifth place finish in 
the 4X100 in 49.83 was 
Kingston’s. The team was 
Root, Stokes, Alexander and 
Floyd.

In the 4X400 relay the 
Yellow Jackets were sixth. 
The team finished in 4:15.74. 
The team was Cooper, Root, 
Alexander and Floyd.

Jasper had three 
individuals place in the 
event.

Warren Clark was eight in 
the High Jump. He finished 
with a 5-06.00 jump.

Sam Parker picked up a 
seventh place metal with a 
Shot Put throw of 36-08.00.

Nate Watts was seventh 
in the 800 Meter run. He 
finished in 2:26.18.

Ozark Mountain had 
Evann Dean place fifth in 
the Triple Jump with a leap 
of 38.02.25.

JEFF BRASEL/STAFF

Jasper’s Warren Clark leaps in the Long Jump in the track meet 
held at Harrison High School on Thursday.

Track is not an individual sport
One of my favorite things to cover is 

high school track and field.
Unless it is May and the 

Class 3A State Track Meet is 
being held in Green Forest in 
sleet and snow. I spent more 
time in my wife’s break room 
boiling water to make hot 
chocolate for the coaches and 
volunteers that were out on 
the field and not able to leave.

There are a lot of individual 
events, but they all form 
together to create a team total.

On Thursday at F.S. 
Garrison Stadium, I watched 
some kids give it their all 
outside of their area of expertise for the 
good of the team.

I am not a runner even though in the 
last eight months I have completed two 
half marathons, but I could have competed 
in some of the relay events on Thursday.

Watching the events, it was obvious that 
a couple of the 4X800 teams were there for 
the good of the team.

Those relay groups gathered a few points 
for their team. Those poor guys were 
huffing around the track in slow motion, 
but each step brought the team closer to 
the team championship.

There are a lot of track athletes that can 
not hit a baseball. There are a lot of track 

athletes that can not put a 
basketball in a hoop.

However, they are athletic 
and have the skill set to 
represent their school in the 
events that track offe .

It is great to see small 
schools compete with the big 
ones. I love it that Kingston, 
who may graduate 20 students 
this year, competed with the 
likes of Branson, Mo. and 
winning some of the events.

If you plan on attending a 
track event, a bag will have to 

be packed. the afternoon portion should 
include sunscreen and short sleeves. As the 
event continues. Make sure to have money 
for the concession stand and long sleeves 
and two good blankets. One to keep the 
bottom warm and one to drape over the 
shoulders. 

Track is a great sport. There is a little 
time to get out and watch an event before 
they are finished.

Jeff rasel is the sports editor of the 
Newton County Times. E-mail him at 
sports@newtoncountytimes.com or follow 
him at twitter.com/jeffbrasel.

Jeff Brasel
sports@newtoncountytimes.com

Branson walks away with girls’ trophy
Staff Report

sports@newtoncountytimes.com

HARRISON — Yellville-
Summit and Harrison each 
won three events on the 
girls side of the Rosson 
Invitational Track Meet held 
on Thursday at F.S. Garrison 
Stadium.

Those wins resulted in 
a second place finish for 
Yellville-Summit and a third 
place finish for Harrison.

Branson, Mo. won the 
event with 172 points which 
included six first-place 
finishes.

Class 1A Kingston 
finished fourth in the meet 
with 92 points.

Alex Hill claimed two of 
Harrison’s wins. She won 
the Triple Jump and the 300 
Meter Hurdles.

Clare Barger won the high 
jump for Harrison.

Three different athletes 
won individual events for 
Yellville-Summit.

Kambree Gibson won the 
100 Meter Hurdles. Janet 
Ridley claimed the Discus 
title and Jacey Davenport 
won the 400 Meter.

Kingston won two relay 
events. The Lady Yellow 
Jackets won the 4X800 and 
the 4x400.

The 4X800 team included: 
Hope Copper, Libbie 
Johnson, Jaiden Head and 
Ashlyn Floyd with a time of 

11:44.89.
In the 4X400, Grace 

Cooper, Johnson, Mellia 
Johnson and Hope Cooper 
finished the race in 4:46.76.

A second place finish in 
the 4X100 Relay in 57.59. 
Team members included 
Renee Pittman; Hope 
Cooper; Libbie Johnson; and 
Grace Cooper.

Kingston finished second 
in the 4X200 Relay in 
2:02.29. The team consisted 
of Pittman, Johnson, Hope 
Cooper and Grace Cooper.

Placing for Kingston in 
the High Jump was Floyd 
in fourth with a jump of 
4-04.00. Grace Cooper 
finished sixth in the High 
Jump was a 4-04.00.

Johnson was seventh in 
the Long Jump with a leap of 
13-11.00.

Lila Hartness was seven in 
the Triple Jump with a leap 
of 28-00.00.

1. Branson, Mo.	 172
2. Yellville-Summit	 119
3. Harrison	 109
4. Kingston	 92
5. Pottsville	 42
6. Clinton	 31
7. Lamar	 29
8. Bergman	 15
9. Flippin	 13
10. Jasper	 11
11. Valley Springs	 7
12. Omaha	 3
13. Alpena	 2

Girls Results

See BRANSON, 8A

See LADY TIGERS, 8A
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Jasper’s response in the top of the third frame 
found one run crossing the plate.

Green Forest sent another four runners home 
in the third and then both teams went scoreless 
in the fourth inning.

Jasper scored two late runs in the top of the 
fifth inning but Green Forest controlled the 
double-digit lead to end the game.

Whitney Andreski led the Lady Tigers 
with four runs. Emma Taylor and Maddie 
Youngblood each scored three times, Leah 
Evans and Gracie Youngblood two apiece and 
Katie Underdown, Chesney Weeks, Allie Snow 
and Sara DiVall one each.

Jasper was led by two runs each from Caycie 
Hatfield and Brielle Brasel. Kenzi Stokes and 
Aubrey Henderson scored one apiece.

Two athletes placed in the 100 Hurdles. 
Mellia Johnson was sixth in 19.22 and Hartness 
was seventh in 20.93.

In the 300 Hurdles, Grace Cooper was fifth 
in 58.40 and Hartness was sixth in 58.93.

Three Lady Yellow Jackets placed in the 400 
Meter. Mellia Johnson was second in 1:08.45. 
Hartness finished fifth in 1:12.83 and Rilee 
Pittman was sixth in 1:16.28.

Two runners placed in the 800 Meter. Head 
was sixth in 2:57.11 and Floyd was eighth in 
3:03.73.

Floyd and Head finished in the points in 
the 1600 Meter run as well. Floyd was fifth in 
6:33.47 and Head was seventh in 6:43.72.

Kingston had two athletes place in the 3200 
Meter. Floyd was fourth in 16:20.29 and Layla 
Rothwell was seventh in 19:20.41.

Jasper’s Haley Sexton finished in the top 
eight in three events.

She was fifth in the long jump with a leap of 
14:02.5. She was fifth in the 100 Meter in 14.13.

Sexton had a sixth place finish in the 200 
Meter. She finished the race in 30.21.

BRANSON:
From 7A

LADY TIGERS:
From 7A

Hogs falls short of sweep over Aggies
By NATE ALLEN

nallensports@att.net

FAYETTEVILLE — After first 
pulverizing then in 10 innings 
miscue-aided eking by the Texas 
A&M Aggies in Saturday’s 
doubleheader sweep, the Arkansas 
Razorbacks’ comeback in Sunday’s 
finale fell short of a 3-game 
SEC West series sweep at Baum 
Stadium.

Variously down 10-4 and 11-7, 
Coach Dave Van Horn’s nationally 
No. 1 30-6 overall SEC West first 
place 11-4 Razorbacks fell 11-10 
Sunday following Saturday’s 13-0 
and 2-1 doubleheader sweep of the 
Aggies.

Coach Rob Childress’ Aggies, 
21-17 overall, and snapping a 
7-game SEC losing streak, left 
Fayetteville, 4-11 in the SEC.

Greenbrier’s Cayden Wallace, 
and Magnolia’s Matt Goodheart, 
Arkansas hitting heroes 
throughout the series, were 
struck out by Aggies lefty reliever 
Chandler Jozwiak with the bases 
loaded ending Sunday’s game.

“Just a tough loss because of the 
way it finished,” Van Horn said 
Sunday. “We had a chance to tie it 
or win it late and we just couldn’t 
get the bat on the ball. The pitcher 
they brought in is really good. Give 
him credit.”

Saturday’s second game hard-
luck loser pitching the final 3 1-3 
innings, Jozwiak had appeared 
to pitch out of a 10th inning jam 
getting Wallace to rap into a likely 
doubleplay with runners at first and 
second. However with speedster 
Wallace busting it down the first 
base line, Coleman rushed throw 
went errantly awry scoring the 
winning run.

“They knew how fast Wallace 
was,” Van Horn said after 
Saturday’s game. “When he gets 
underway out of the box he can go.”

Van Horn was all smiles 
Saturday after Arkansas’ second 

consecutive SEC Saturday 
doubleheader because of Friday 
night rainouts.

On Saturday his pitchers gave 
him two stellar starts and two 
games of stellar relief.

In the 13-0 opener, Patrick 
Wicklander pitched 4 2-3 shutout 
innings before running out of gas 
loading the bases up 5-0.

Lefty reliever Caden Monke, 
Saturday’s first game official 
winner, retired the last batter 
leaving them loaded in the fifth 
and pitched scoreless through the 
eighth.

Heston Tole threw the scoreless 
ninth up 13-0.

Arkansas’ 13-hit in Saturdays 
first game included home runs 
by Goodheart, 2 for 4 with a RBI, 
Robert Moore, 2 for 4 and two RBI, 
and Brady Slavens, 3 for 4 with four 
RBI and a double.

Wallace went 3 for 4 with a 
double and two RBI.

Van Horn warned his Hogs 
between games to expect a low-
scoring nail-biter for Game Two.

Arkansas starter Peyton Pallette 
and reliever Kevin Kopps and 
A&M starter Bryce Miller and 
Jozwiak proved Van Horn a 
prophet.

Miller through six innings struck 
out 10, paid no scoring price for fi e 
walks and allowed but two hits.

One hit, Goodheart’s first-inning 
home run, staked Arkansas to a 1-0 
lead.

Benton’s Pallette preserved it 
throwing a 3-hit shutout through 
six complete with seven strikeouts 
against no walks.

“Pallette’s start was really good,” 
Van Horn said. “It was an efficient 
six innings.”

Kopps, the incomparable 6-0, 
1.12 earned run average reliever, 
took over in the seventh, seeking 
his fifth save.

He didn’t get it. Kopps hung 
an 0-2 pitch to Brett Minnich 

homering to tie it 1-1 leading off he 
seventh.

Kopps would yield but one more 
hit while striking out fi e against 
two walks through four complete 
innings.

He was the pitcher of record 
when Coleman’s errant throw 
trying to get Wallace scored Moore 
from second with the game-winner.

“Just a big win for our team and a 
really good job by our pitching staff 
all day,” Van Horn said Saturday.

Other than reliever Jaxon 
Wiggins throwing a scoreless 
eighth and ninth, Van Horn 
couldn’t Sunday ditto Saturday’s 
summation.

Sunday starter Lael Lockhart was 
lifted without registering a fourth 
inning out and charged for three 
runs and fi e hits.

Relievers Ryan Costeiu, charged 
with the loss, Zack Morris, Monke 
and Caleb Bolden couldn’t stop the 
Aggies from scoring.

Variously they were charged with 
two, three, two and one runs.

Aggies Will Frizzell and Hunter 
Coleman each hit two home runs

Two Arkansas errors helped 
A&M’s cause as did two fifth-
inning runs without a hit on two 
walks and a hit batsman setting 
the table for a sacrifice fly and RBI 
infield out.

“The game got away really early 
from us,” Van Horn said. “We had 
to go to the bullpen again way too 
early (the Hogs didn’t any good 
starts the previous SEC weekend 
even while winning 2 of 3 at Ole 
Miss). Didn’t play good defense. 
Pitched behind in the count all 
day long,. I think we walked them 
six times and hit them twice and 
it seemed like more. But they were 
just ahead in the count 2-0 and 3-1 
a lot and took some really good 
swings and we didn’t play good. It 
wasn’t a good day for us.”

Yet they still came back 
breathing down the Aggies’ necks.

Attendance, touchdowns 
highlight Red-White game

By NATE ALLEN
nallensports@att.net

FAYETTEVILLE — Presum-
ably most of the announced 
18,874 attending Arkansas’ 
Red-White spring football game 
came to Reynolds Razorback 
Stadium hoping to see new start-
ing quarterback KJ Jefferson pick 
up with big plays to old hand big 
play receivers Treylon Burks and 
Michael Woods.

Given that presumption, pre-
sume them instantly rewarded.

Jefferson, not new to Arkansas 
as a third-year sophomore but the 
first time approaching a Razor-
backs season as the starting quar-
terback, set the tone for Saturday’s 
spring finale.

Against the first defense 
opening against the first offense, 
Jefferson on third and four threw 
36 yards to Burks immediately 
followed by a 33-yard touchdown 
to Woods.

Just what Coach Sam Pittman 
and offensive coordinator Kendal 
Briles ordered and what Jefferson 
gladly delivered.

“The connection on the deep 
ball with Treylon and Mike is 
pretty good,” Jefferson said. 
“We’ve been working all spring 
about it. Coach Briles is a huge 
believer in giving guys a chance 
on the outside and going up and 
making plays. We’ve got play-
makers. So why not give them 
a chance? As far as me I put my 
trust in those guys. They trust me 
to put the ball in good spots and 
they are going to make plays.”

And they did. 
Working entirely first (White) 

offense vs. first (Red) defense 
Jefferson, 6 of 11 for 153 yards 
without a turnover, also threw a 
31-yard touchdown pass to Burks 
and a 42-yard pass to wideout 
Trey Knox.

“I thought KJ couldn’t have 
had a better start,” Pittman said. 
“He did some really nice things. 
I think he’s certainly maturing. 
He’s got command of this team. 
His teammates believe in him. 
You have to earn that at quarter-
back and he certainly has.”

Of course as a head coach also 
concerned with defense was it dis-
couraging that Burks and Woods 
were so wide open on their first 
series catches?

“Well, I mean, you’re always 
concerned about guys wide open,” 
Pittman said. “But we have one 
of the best secondary coaches 
(defensive coordinator Barry 
Odom and secondary coach Sam 
Carter) in the country and they’ll 
get it fixed. Hopefully it was just a 
throw and a catch. Barry and Sam 
will get that fixed. I’m not con-
cerned about it at all.”

Pittman has bragged on the 
secondary throughout the spring 
and said the receivers and quar-
terbacks have had to improve to 
meet the challenge.

“They (receivers) had had a 
good spring,” Pittman said. “They 
have to because the secondary 
forces you to. I’ve said it multiple 
times that I’m so proud of the way 
our secondary plays and the way 

that they’re a unit back there.
All-SEC safety Jalen Cata-

lon said he defense can ill af-
ford to start as it did but did but 
did improve as the scrimmage 
continued.

The first half, featuring either 
the White first offense vs. the Red 
first defense or the Red second 
offense against the White second 
defense closed in a 20-20 tie.

The final score, with mostly 
reserves playing for both the Red 
and White in the second half, 
finished with Red ahead, 30-20.

While Pittman acknowledged 
the offense had more of the best 
of it in the first half, he noted the 
defense consistently stopped the 
offense on third and short and 
fourth and short.

Jefferson also wasn’t satisfied.
“The running game I feel like 

we could have done a lot better 
than we did,” Jefferson said. “We 
still had some great runs on both 
sides of the field, but I feel we 
could have done a lot better just 
as far as correcting stuff p front. 
The O-line recognizing who to 
block. Just some of that stuff, but I 
feel overall both teams did a great 
job.”

Pittman said the running game 
will improve when running quar-
terbacks Jefferson and second-
year freshman backup Malik 
Hornsby can run fill tilt in games 
rather than be whistled down in 
caution jerseys as this the case as 
tacklers approach in spring and 
preseason scrimmages to avoid 
injuries.

No. 10 Arkansas catapults to 
series sweep over Georgia

By UA COMMUNICATIONS
ATHENS, Ga. – Behind a four-run first inning, 

the No. 10 Arkansas softball team recorded its fifth 
SEC series sweep of the season, defeating No. 20 
Georgia, 5-2 at Jack Turner Stadium on Sunday 
afternoon. The Razorbacks (36-5, 16-2 SEC) are in 
first place of the SEC standings with six league games 
remaining.

For the second straight game, Arkansas gave its 
starting pitcher, Jenna Bloom, a lead before she took 
the circle as the offense exploded for four first inning 
runs all via the long ball. Infielder Braxton Burnside 
slugged her 22nd blast of the year, moving into a tie 
for the eighth-most homers in a single-season in SEC 
history, to left iving the Hogs a 1-0 lead. Outfielder 
Hannah McEwen singled through the left ide and 
infielder Danielle Gibson walked, setting up catcher 
Kayla Green’s three-run bomb that she snuck down 
the left eld line. Green homered for the second time 
this series and sixth time in her last seven games.

Georgia (27-11, 6-9 SEC) immediately got a run 
back in the home first on Savana Sikes’ leadoff omer 
to left, making the score 4-1. After a scoreless second, 
the teams traded solo shots in the third, with McEw-
en’s fourth tater of the year going deep into the trees 
beyond the right field wall, and Sydney Kuma’s shot 
to right center, bringing the score to 5-2.

Relief pitcher Autumn Storms entered to start the 
bottom of the fifth and allowed two runners to reach 
with only one out but induced a 6-4-3 double play 
to escape the jam. The Bulldogs threatened in the 
bottom of the seventh, singling with one out. Pitcher 
Mary Haff ntered after the knock and recorded a 
strikeout and a flyout, ending the game.

Bloom allowed two runs on four hits and two 
walks with four strikeouts over 4.0 innings. Both 
runs she allowed came on solo homers. Storms 
tossed 2.1 innings of scoreless relief with a strikeout, 
and Haff otched her team-leading fifth save of the 
season. Georgia starter Alley Cutting could not es-
cape the first inning and allowed four runs on three 
hits and a walk. Mary Wilson Avant worked the final 
6.1 innings and allowed one run on fi e hits and 
three walks with eight strikeouts.

The Razorbacks hit three home runs, totaling 
three or more long balls in a game for the 11th time 
this season and the second time this weekend. McE-
wen logged three of the team’s eight hits and is one 
hit away from reaching 200 for her career. Outfielder 
Aly Manzo also reached base three times, going 2 for 
3 with a single, a double and a walk.



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
NEWTON COUNTY,
ARKANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION
---------- SECOND DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF
IRMGARD COORDS,
DECEASED
CASE NO. 51PR-21-15
NOTICE
Last known address of
decedent:
6827 Highway 21
Perttigrew, Arkansas 72752
Date of Death:
February 21, 2021
The decedent's son, Ralf Mon-
tanus, filed an Affidavit for
Collection of Small Estate by
Distributee on April 9, 2021,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
NEWTON COUNTY,
ARKANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF ROGER THOMAS
DELAHUNT, DECEASED
CASE NO. 51PR-21-7

NOTICE OF DEATH
Name of Decedent:
Roger Thomas DeLaHunt
Last known address of
Decedent:
NC 6344, Vendor, AR 72683
Date of Death:
September 1, 2020

An Affidavit For Collection of
Small Estate By Distributees
was filed with the Probate Clerk
of Newton County, Arkansas on
March 8, 2021. The Affidavit
shows that the Decedent
owned the following described
real property situated in Jeffer-
son County, Arkansas, to-wit:
A one-half interest in: Lots
Twenty-eight (28) and Twenty-
nine (29) of Pinto Acres
Subdivision, a Subdivision of
part of the West Half (W 1/2) of
the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4)
of Section 24, Township 5
South, Range 11 West of the
5th P.M.

All persons having claims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the
undersigned within three (3)
months from the date of the first
publication of this notice, or
they shall be forever barred and
precluded from any benefit in
the estate.

This notice first published this
14th day of April 2021.
Pamela DeLaHunt, Distributee
By:  /s/ Tyler Allen Squires
Tyler Allen Squires, 2016031
ALLEN SQUIRES LAW, PLLC
P.O. Box 606
Berryville, AR 72616
Phone: (870) 423-4630
Email:
tyler@allensquireslaw.com
1st. Pub. 4/14/21, 2t.

STATEWIDECLASSIFIEDS
Call Neil McConnell at 1-800-569-8762 to place your ad here!

NWWeek of April 19, 2021

EDUCATION/TRAINING

SAVE NOW ON HOME 
SECURITY. Monitored by ADT 
the #1 home security company 
in the U.S. ADT 24/7 Monitored 
Home Security. 24/7 monitoring 
provides peace of mind. Yard 
sign and window decals help 
deter crime. Quickly connect to 
fi re and emergency response. 
May qualify for homeowners 
insurance discount. 1-855-972-
7257 Call today! Protect your 
home. 

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
977-9614

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-866-599-0196

ATTENTION: Oxygen Users!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
fl ow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use. Compact and 
Lightweight.  Get a Free Info kit 
today: 833-639-0211

CABLE PRICE INCREASE 
AGAIN? Switch To DIRECTV & 
Save + get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. Call 
Now! 833-988-0225

GENERAC  Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-319-0598

COMPUTER 
ISSUES?

Free diagnosis by 
GEEKS ON SITE!

Virus Removal, 
Data Recovery!

24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE 

844-260-6728

$20 OFF Any Service

AT&T Unlimited Talk and Text. 
Get a new device every year 
with AT&T NEXT! Call us today 
1-855-524-1405

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-844-210-
6510 www.dental50plus.com/
arpress #6258

SERVICES

HEALTH & MEDICAL

HELP WANTED

Medical Billing & Coding Train-
ing. New Students Only. Call & 
Press 1. 100% online courses. 
Financial Aid Available for those 
who qualify.  Call 877-581-8649

ONLINE PHARMACY 
TECHNICIAN TRAINING. New 
Students Only. Call & Press 
1.  Financial Aid Available for 
those who qualify. 100% Online 
Courses. Call 877-648-6341

FINANCIAL
SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 20 
A-rated insurances companies. 
Get a quote within minutes. 
Average savings of $444/year!  
Call 844-463-4011!  (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)

Struggling with Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. 
Call the Helpline 877-248-8044 
(Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern).

Do you owe more than 
$5000 in tax debt? Call Wells 
& Associates INC. We solve 
ALL Tax Problems! Personal, 
Business, IRS, State and Local. 
“Decades of experience”! Our 
clients have saved over $150 
Million Dollars! Call NOW for a 
free consultations. 1-855-815-
0405   

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness‎ 
Call 1-844-431-4716 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Ultimate Medical Academy 
Online | Medical Billing and 
Coding.  Prepare for a Career 
in Medical Billing & Coding w/
an Online Degree at Ultimate 
Medical Academy! Students 
Come First. Flexible Online 
Learning. Student support 
services.  Call 877-328-0342

WITH MEDICARE, shopping 
around is key. Compare FREE 
Quotes from A-Rated Carriers to 
Save on a Medigap Plan Today! 
Get Covered and Save!! Call 855-
814-9619. Mon-Thur: 8:00 am 
to 7:00 pm, Fri:8:00 am to 6:00 
pm, Sat:10:00 am to 1:00 pm (all 
times Central)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
Your donation helps fund the 
search for missing children.                                                                                                              
AcceptingTrucks, Motorcycles 
& RV’s, too!  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not -                                                                                                                                         
24 Hour Response - Maximum 
Tax Donation – Call (888) 515-
3811

Pregnant, considering 
adoption? I am a loving, 
independent, single woman, 
strong support system, hoping 
to fulfi ll my dream to adopt a 
baby. Home study approved, 
expenses paid. facebook.com/
jillian.adopts Instagram: @jillian.
adopts  Contact: jillian.adopts@
gmail.com

ADOPTION

SEALED-BID SALE:  
05/06/2021
United Country 

Neeley Forestry Service, Inc.
UCNeeleyForestry.com 

(870) 836-5981

±160 Acres - Cleveland County
±120 Acres - Dallas County

TIMBERLAND 
FOR SALE
TIMBERLAND 
FOR SALE

FOR SALE

CWS- Owner Operators 
CDL Class A. I year driving 
experience. Dedicated round 
trips paid weekly paid per mile, 
regular home time. Call 1-800-
832-7036 ext 1626

609742z

IN THE MATTER OF DAVID K.
BARTLE, DECEASED.
CASE NO. 51PR-21-16
NOTICE OF FILING OF AFFI-
DAVIT OF COLLECTION OF A
SMALL ESTATE
DECEDENT'S NAME:
DAVID K. BARTLE
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
GRANDVIEW APARTMENTS,
APT. 200
JASPER, AR 72641
DATE OF DEATH:

HEARING AIDS!! BUY one/get
one FREE! High-quality re-
chargeable Nano hearing aids
priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee!
855-513-0596.

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-844-210-6510
www.dental50plus.com/arpress
#6258.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
NEWTON COUNTY,
ARKANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF
ABBY ALLEN PHILLIPS,
DECEASED
51 PR 20-41
NOTICE

To All Persons Interested in
the Estate of Abby Allen
Phillips, Deceased:

You are hereby notified that a
petition has been filed in this
court for the authority to sell
real estate for said estate; that
said petition will be heard in the
Newton County Circuit Court-
house, Jasper, Arkansas at
9:30 a.m. on the 19th day of
May, 2021, or at such subse-
quent time or other place to
which said hearing may be
adjourned or transferred.
Donnie Davis
Probate Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Newton County,
Arkansas
1st. Pub. 4/21/21, 2t.

Notices
ANNOUNCEMENTS

KUBOTA TRACTOR (MODEL
#L2501HST-133 hrs), with front
loader. Also includes 18 ft trailer,
60" rotary cutter & 60" light duty
box scraper, pkg. deal. Call
870-577-1555, if interested.

For Sale
John Deere 3010 gas tractor,
$3800. 870-715-7495

pursuant to A.C.A. 28-41-101.
Among the assets owned by
the decedent and listed in the
Affidavit was a tract of im-
proved real property located at
6827 Highway 21, Perttigrew, in
Newton County, Arkansas, with
the following legal description:
"Beginning at the SW corner of
the NE 1/4 of the NW 1/4 of
Section 17, Township 13 North,
Range 23 West, running East
to public highway, being 70
yards; thence North with high-
way 140 yards; thence West 70
yards to forty line; thence South
to place of beginning, contain-
ing 2 acres, more or less."
All persons having claims
against the estate must exhibit
them, duly verified, to the
undersigned within three (3)
months from the date of the first
publication of this notice, or
they shall be forever barred and
precluded from any benefit in
the estate.
This notice first published the
14th day of April, 2021.
Ralf Montanus
Affidavit Affiant
c/o Mike Munnerlyn
Attorney for Estate
Arkansas Bar No. 95003
10350 Riverview Corporate
Drive
North Little Rock, Arkansas
72113
(501) 663-5620
1st. Pub. 4/14/21, 2t.

MARCH 1ST, 2021
ON THE 15TH DAY OF APRIL,
2021, AN AFFIDAVIT WAS
FILED WITH RESPECT TO
THE ESTATE OF DAVID K.
BARTLE, DECEASED, WITH
THE CLERK OF PROBATE
DIVISION OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF NEWTON COUN-
TY, ARKANSAS, UNDER THE
CODE ANN 28-41-101. ALL
PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS
AGAINST THE ESTATE MUST
EXHIBIT THEM DULY VERI-
FIED TO :
NEWTON COUNTY CLERK.
P.O. BOX 430
JASPER, ARKANSAS 72641
WITHIN (3) THREE MONTHS
FROM THE DATE OF THIS
PUBLICATION OF THE NO-
TICE OR THEY SHALL BE
FOREVER BARRED AND
PRECLUDED FROM ANY
BENEFIT IN THE ESTATE.
A PART OF THE NE 1/4 OF
THE SE 1/4 OF SECTION 3,
TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH,
RANGE 20 WEST, DESCRI-
BED AS FOLLOWS: COM-
MENCING AT THE NE COR-
NER OF SAID FORTY AND
RUN WEST 330 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 528 FEET
FOR A PLACE OF BEGIN-
NING: RUN THENCE SOUTH
132 FEET; THENCE EAST 330
FEET TO SECTION LINE;
THENCE NORTH 132 FEET;
THENCE WEST 330 FEET TO
THE PLACE OF BEGINNING,
CONTAINING 1 ACRE MORE
OR LESS.
1ST PUB. 4/21/2021 2T.

ordinance.
SECTION 8: SEVERABILITY
If any section or part of any
section or paragraph of this
Ordinance is declared invalid or
unconstitutional for any reason,
it shall not be held to invalidate
or impair the validity, force, or
effect of any other section or
sections or part of a section or
paragraph of this Ordinance.
SECTION 9: CONFLICTS
All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict herewith
are repealed to the extent of
said conflict.
PASSED AND APPROVED BY
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF JASPER, ARKANSAS
THIS DAY OF, APRIL 15th,
2021.
APPROVED:
Jan Larson
Mayor
ATTEST:
Tiffany Davis
City Recorder
1st. Pub. 4/21/21, 1t.

use;
d. control of structure height to
provide light and air access
through windows; and,
e. promotion of desirable land
use and development in order
to protect district character and
to conserve land and building
value.
1. Permitted Uses
a. Residential structures. Does
not include travel, trailers or
single-wide mobile homes, but
may include double-wide mo-
bile homes or modular homes
with the following provisions:
i. Tongues, wheels, axles shall
be permanently removed after
unit is placed.
ii. Structure to be situated on a
permanent concrete slab foun-
dation or a foundation approved
by City Council when building
permit is approved.
iii. The exterior shall be situated
and maintained to give the
appearance of a site-built
home.
b. Public schools, parks church-
es and religious educational
buildings
c. Municipal recreational uses
and public utilities and struc-
tures
d. Accessory structures or uses
incidental to the permitted
principal use.
e. Home occupations f. A
residential structure replacing a
structure in place at the time of
this Ordinance must meet
requirements as approved in
this Ordinance 2021-2.
2. Lot Area and Setbacks
a. Minimum lot area
i. Single-family 5,000 sq. ft.
ii. Two-family and multi-family
additional 1,500 sq. ft. for each
additional family unit per lot
b. Minimum lot width (at front
yard building line)
i. Single-family 60 feet
ii. Two-family and multi-family
75 feet
c. Front yard minimum of 20
feet. On corner lots the front
yard shall be considered as
parallel to the street upon which
the lot has the least dimension.
d. Side yard minimum 7.5 ft.
from each property line on both
sides.
e. Rear yard minimum 20 ft.
from rear lot line or center of
alley if one exists.
3. Off-street parking
i. Single-family and two-family
dwellings: Parking space shall
be provided on the lot to
accommodate one motor vehi-
cle for each family unit.
ii. Multi-family dwellings: One
on-lot parking space for each
family unit shall be provided.
4. Dwelling Size
a. Minimum
i. Single-family 750 sq. ft.
ii. Two-family and multi-family
additional 750 sq. ft. for each
additional family unit per lot
5. Area requirement, place of
public assembly
a. Height maximum height shall
be 2 stories and not to exceed
30 ft. for that portion of the
structure used for assembly or
offices.
b. Yard requirements minimum
of 25 ft. from all property lines.
c. On-lot Places of public as-
sembly shall provide one on-lot
parking space to accommodate
one motor vehicle for each two
persons accommodated in the
assembly hall.
SECTION 4: PERMIT PROCE-
DURES
1. Permit Procedures - Permit
seekers must apply for a permit
with the City Clerk at the City
Hall. The City Clerk will assist
with information regarding regu-
lations, prohibitions, require-
ments, paperwork and inspec-
tions.
2. Permit Time Limits - The City
will make every effort to
approve permit requests in a
timely manner. If the City takes
no action on a permit request
within 45 days, the permit is
assumed to be approved.
SECTION 5: REQUIREMENTS
AND INSPECTIONS
It shall be a violation for any
person to erect, alter, move, or
improve any building or struc-
ture until a building permit has
been obtained under the regu-
lations of this ordinance.
SECTION 6: PENALTY FOR
NON-COMPLIANCE
Violation of this Ordinance or
any part of this Ordinance shall
result in a civil fine of not less
than $25.00 or not more than
$100.00 for each day such
violation continues.
SECTION 7: NONLIABILITY
The City and its officers, agents
and employees shall have no
liability of any nature for any
actions, omissions, or other
matters in any way concerning
the subject matter of this

CITY OF JASPER, ARKANSAS
CITY COUNCIL ORDINANCE
NO. # 2021-2
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY OF JASPER, ARKANSAS
REGULATING THE RESIDEN-
TIAL BUILDING CODE; CON-
TAINING PENALTIES FOR
THE VIOLATION OF THIS
ORDINANCE; CONTAINING A
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE AND
PROVIDING A
REPEALER CLAUSE.
WHEREAS, it is deemed in the
best interest of the City of
Jasper for the health, safety
and welfare of its citizens that
an ordinance be established to
provide sound, safe, economi-
cal, and innovative housing
solutions for all citizens;
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE
CITY COUNCIL OF JASPER,
ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS
Dwelling, Multi-Family: A resi-
dence designed for or occupied
by two or more families with
separate housekeeping and
cooking facilities for each. This
use shall include apartment
houses, and multiple family
dwellings.
Dwelling, Single-Family: A de-
tached dwelling primarily de-
signed for or occupied by one
family.
Lot: A portion of parcel of land
considered as a unit, devoted
to a certain use or occupied by
a building or a group of
buildings that are unified by a
common interest or use, and
the customary accessories and
open spaces belonging to
same.
Street: The word "street" shall
be construed to embrace
streets, avenues, boulevards,
roads, alleys, lanes, viaducts
and all other public highways in
the city.
Yard: An open space at grade
between a building and the
adjoining lot line, unoccupied
and unobstructed by a portion
of a structure from the ground
upward, except where other-
wise specifically provided in this
ordinance that the building or
structure may be located in a
portion of a yard required for
main buildings. In measuring a
yard for the purpose of deter-
mining the width of the side
yard, the depth of the front
yard, or the depth of the rear
yard, the shortest horizontal
distance between the lot line
and the main building shall be
used.
Yard, Front: The required area
of open space extending across
the full width of the lot, the
depth of which shall be the
least distance between the front
lot line and the nearest point of
the main building or of any
open, unenclosed porch or
paved terrace as measured
from the exterior face of the
building foundation.
Yard, Rear: The required area
of open space extending across
the full width of the lot between
the rear most main building and
the rear lot line, the depth of
which shall be the least dis-
tance between the rear lot line
and the rear of such building.
Yard, Side: The required area
of open space between the
main building and the side lot
line, extending from the front
yard or front lot line, where no
front yard is required, to the
rear yard, the width of which
shall be the least distance
between the side lot line and
the nearest point of the main
building.
SECTION 2: RESPONSIBILITY
OF CITY OFFICIALS
1. City Clerk is the person who
will issue permits authorized by
this Ordinance. This
person will issue permits by
following the guidance of this
Ordinance.
2. The City Council shall be the
final authority on matters relat-
ing to this Ordinance. The City
Council shall be the sole
authority for waivers of this
Ordinance.
SECTION 3: REGULATIONS
Residential districts generally.
The target goal of the residen-
tial districts is to provide sound,
safe, economical, and innova-
tive housing solutions for all
citizens. Specific goals of resi-
dential districts include:
a. provisions of adequate space
at appropriate locations neces-
sary to create an appropriate
mix of housing alternatives for
people of all lifestyles;
b. consideration to site selec-
tion and variety of choice;
c. prevention of congestion as
much as possible by regulating
population density, activity in-
tensity and extent of building
bulk in relation to area land
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FAST
SELL YOUR CAR

The Wheel Deal:

• Up to 25 Words

with a free photo!

• Runs 30 days

at a time

Just $30!
Details available at 

HarrisonDaily.com or by 

calling 741-SELL.

2015 SILVERBACK BY Cedar-
creek, model 291K. Great condi-
tion, 3 slides, lots of storage,
fireplace, 2 air conditioners,
good tires. Pictures on request.
$27,500. (sold)

ESS MAGAZINE SCHOOLS Substi-
tute Training. Thursday, April
29th from 9am-12pm at the
Magazine High School Library.
Applicants Must: 1. Be at least
21 years of age. 2. Have a High
School Diploma (minimum) 3.
Pass FBI background check
(Please Call for Instructions)
Bring Driver's License, Social
Security Card, Proof of High
School Diploma or College Tran-
script. For information, call
1-800-641-0140 or visit ESS Jobs.

Opportunities/Training

1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS,
through out Harrison, utilities
paid, weekly rates available.
$150 weekly + deposit.
870-741-4131

2-4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
and houses. Harrison and Valley
Springs area. Myers rentals.
870-743-1460 or 741-2945

2015 29 RE 4 Seasons Cedar
Creek by Forest River, 3 slides,
2 air units, in-house vacuum,
great condition, $26,250.
870-365-5950.

Apartments
The ticket to a dream
job might really be a
scam. To protect you,
call the Federal Trade
Commission toll free
1-877-FTC HELP, or visit
www.ftc.gov. A public
service message from
the NCT and the FTC.

REAL ESTATE RENTALS

Miscellaneous

TIMBERLAND FOR SALE +/- 160
Acres - Cleveland County, +/-
120 Acres - Delta County
Sealed-Bid Sale 05/06/2021. Uni-
ted Country Neeley Forestry
Service, Inc. UCNeeleyFores-
try.com 870-836-5981.

Wood & Accessories

2012 BIG HORN. 3 slides, rear
living room, electric fireplace, 2
ACs, ice maker, new awning,
clean, everything works, washer
& dryer hook ups, TV, surround
sound. $18,500. 870-577-1582.

MERCHANDISE

IDAHO TIMBER OF CARTHAGE.
We just keep growing and
growing. TEAM MEMBERS NEE-
DED for PRODUCTION CREW at
our planer and sawmill Day and
Night Shifts. We offer excellent
benefits, health insurance, profit
sharing. 401K and vacation.
Apply in person at 322 North Oak
St., Carthage, AR. 71725 or call
870-254-2213.

1990 FORD TRUCK 3500, 7.3 diesel
engine, automatic transmission,
$1500 obo. 870-688-9361 leave
message.

Industry

Trucks, 4x4's, SUV's

BRUSH HOG. 6 foot, 3 point, $750.
SOLD.

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power your
home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request a FREE, no
obligation, quote today. Call
1-866-599-0196.

Heavy Equipment

2001 HORNET LITE Camper by
Keystone 25 Ft. 1/2 ton towable -
1 slide out, new tires, new
battery, new awning. New elec-
tric tung jack, $6,500.00.
Cell-870-280-8377 or
Home-870-429-1946.

Campers & Trailers
STRUGGLING WITH YOUR Private
Student Loan Payment? New
relief programs can reduce your
payments. Learn your options.
Good credit not necessary. Call
the Helpline 877-248-8044 (Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm Eastern).

RECREATION WINDSHIELD REPAIR

Repair without
Replacement.

Serving NW Arkansas
741-8353 • 688-1277

ACTION
Charles Parker, Owner

•100% Guarantee
•Fast, Free Mobile Service
FREE repair with proper
insurance coverage.
"I want to $ave you money
NOT sell windshields"

Auto Repair Bill's Tree Service
40 Yrs experience

Tree Trimming & Removal,
Stump Removal,

Bucket Truck Service
Fully License & Insured.

"Senior Discount"
417-331-0491/417-332-5110

THE DEER/MT. JUDEA School
District has openings for the
following positions:
* K-12 Physical Education/
Health/7th-12th grade Social
Studies teacher
*K-12 Counselor/ e-school
administrator & train-
er/school testing coordina-
tor/ parent and family
facilitator
Please send resume to
District Office
P.O. Box 56
Deer, AR 72628
Phone: 870-428-5433
Fax: 870-428-5901
or apply online.

Tree ServiceSAVE BIG ON HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurances
companies. Let us do the shop-
ping & save you time & money.
Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year!
Call 888-912-0111. (M-F 8am-8pm
Central)

Education
EMPLOYMENT

2019 F350 FOR sale
2019 F350 Lariat FX4 black
interior/exterior leather heated
and cooled front seats brush
guard 360 cameras 5k miles
$69500, priced below kbb
870-405-9111

CLAYBORN'S APPLIANCE
REPAIR

All work fully
guaranteed/Insured
Repair/Service on all

Residential Appliances
Call

870-741-1445

Appliance Repair
WE SHOP, YOU SAVE on your
Medicare Supplement Insur-
ance! Call 833-924-0438 today to
compare Medicare benefits and
costs from up to 20 top-rated
carriers. Receive the best option
for you.

GENERAC STANDBY GENERA-
TORS provide backup power
during utility power outages, so
your home and family stay safe
and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty
($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional
terms and conditions.
1-877-319-0598.

1260 SQUARE FT. 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 2
year old house, 2 Car Garage,
additional carport. Beautiful set-
ting on 1 acre. Neat Community.
Circulating hot water sys, UV
purifying air sys, stainless steel
appliances, Open floor plan,
Bergman schools, 6734 White
Fence Drive (Off Zinc Road 1
mile). $149,900. 870-577-5789 or
870-577-8424

Homes For Sale By Owner
REAL ESTATE SALES

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCEN-
TRATOR May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the
compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
855-589-4673

DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
Your donation helps fund the
search for missing children.
Accepting Trucks, Motorcycles
& RV's too! Fast Free Pickup -
Running or Not - 24 Hour
Response - Maximum Tax Dona-
tion - Call (888)515-3811.

GETTING THINGS
DONE

IS OUR SPECIALTY!

WE'RE EXCITED
TO WORK

WITH YOU!

870-504-2883
www.reedsremodelingllc.com

Remodeling

2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT, 3rd
row seat, 97,000 miles, 4x4, rear
camera, sensors, navigation,
one owner, $20,000 or reasona-
ble offer. 870-365-7979

CABLE PRICES INCREASE AGAIN?
Switch To DIRECTV & Save + get
a $100 visa gift card! Get More
Channels For Less Money. Re-
strictions apply. Call Now!
833-988-0225.

Services
FINANCIAL

WAGNER'S
LAWN SERVICES

Servicing Harrison and
surrounding areas.
Free estimates.
870-302-2069

CWS- OWNER OPERATORS CDL
Class A. 1 year driving experi-
ence. Dedicated round trips paid
weekly, paid per mile, regular
home time. Call 1-800-832-7036
ext 1626.

This is the place to
advertise your business.

Service Directory
in the Classifieds

The Service Directory
appears daily in the
Harrison Daily Times, the
Newton County Times on
Wednesday and on website:
HarrisonDaily.com
Reach thousands of
potential customers every
month!

25 Day Rate
1 col x 1" ..$70.00
1 col x 2" ..$120.00
1 col x 3" ..$190.00

To start your ad, call
870-741-2325 "ask about the
Service Directory"
or come by the office at
111 W. Rush, Harrison.

Accounting-Services
SERVICES OZARK LAWNSCAPING

Mowing, Trimming,
Hedging, &

Debris haul off.
Gutters Cleaned.
Power Washing.
Free Estimates.

870-688-2161 Cell
2014 KW T680, sleeper truck,
554,230 miles, new heavy Eaton
clutch w/ Fly wheel pressure
arm, fairly new rubber, com-
plete code overhaul w/ after
treatment system & fuel mani-
fold replace. Runs & pulls very
good, no trouble. Runs like a
new truck. (Have all repair
receipts). If interested call
870-426-4751 home leave mes-
sage if not there. Cell
#870-204-0123. Price $40,000.

CDL FLATBED DRIVERS NEEDED.
Regional - North Little Rock
Location. Great pay, Earn
$50K-$65K/year. $600 Sign-on
Bonus. Late-model trucks.
Family-Oriented Workplace,
Health/Dental/Vision 100% Paid,
Retirement plan w/company
partial match, Vacation & Holi-
day pay, Home weekly, 90%
No-Tarp, Uniforms & Jackets
provided. Call Jeremy or Buddy.
501-945-1433. 5007 E. Broadway,
NLR, AR 72117. Apply in person.

Transportation/Drivers

2019 ROCKWOOD ULTRA Lite,
5th Wheel, 2650 WS, 3 slides,
29 feet. Fireplace, Ceiling Fan,
Dining Table, sofa sleeper,
two air conditioners. $32,900.
870-577-7055.

LAVEY LAWN CARE

YARD OUT OF CONTROL ???
WE WILL KEEP UP YOUR

PROPERTY
WHAT DO YOU NEED DONE?

TO START WE WILL
CUT YOUR YARD

WEED EAT AROUND THE
PROPERTY

BLOW THE PROPERTY
TELL US WHAT YOU NEED

DONE
HAPPY TO CHAT-TEXT OR

CALL 870-204-9063

1993 ISUZU TROOPER, V6, Auto,
4WD, along with 5x10 Utility
Trailer. Both units in good
condition. Selling both units
together for $4000.
Call 870-446-2838.

INFORMATION FOR
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS
The Newton County Times
reserves the right to correctly
classify and edit copy, or to
reject or cancel any ad at any
time. All ads placed by phone
are read back to advertisers
at the time of the placement.
Twenty words minimum
charge. Copy changes during
schedule may constitute a
new ad and new charges.
Some classified categories
require prepayment. Please
check your ad for errors THE
FIRST DAY it appears. We will
not be responsible for incor-
rect ads after the FIRST DAY
of publication. Errors (phone
numbers, prices, addresses,
dates) in ads will be corrected
and run again at no charge.
MINOR misspellings are not
considered significant errors
and refunds or extra runs will
not apply. Absolutely no
changes or cancellations can
be made on day of publica-
tion. Changes and cancella-
tions must be made before
noon day prior to publication.
The publisher assumes no
financial responsibility for er-
rors or for the omission of
copy. Liability of errors shall
not exceed the cost of that
portion of space occupied by
such error. Major claims for
adjustments for errors must
be made within 5 days of
invoice, otherwise such
claims will not be considered.

ULTIMATE MEDICAL ACADEMY
Online/Medical Billing and Cod-
ing. Prepare for a Career in
Medical Billing & Coding w/an
Online Degree at Ultimate Medi-
cal Academy! Students Come
First. Flexible Online Learning.
Student support services. Call
877-328-0342.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise
"any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
family status or nationality
origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination"
Family status includes chil-
dren under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodi-
an, pregnant women and
people securing custody of
children under 18.
This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which is
in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are availa-
ble on an equal opportunity
basis.
To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at
1-800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for the
hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Campers & Trailers
Lawn/Garden/LandscapeOpportunities/Training Trucks, 4x4's, SUV'sHomes For RentNotices RECREATION
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No reason for a ‘big hurry’
By JAMES L. WHITE

jamesw@harrisondaily.com

Judge Fred 
Kirkpatrick retired 
from the 4th Judicial 
District Court on Jan. 
1, but last week he 
returned to the bench 
in Harrison for a day. 
˜  e legal world is one he 
knows well.

He was a 14th 
Judicial Circuit deputy 
prosecuting attorney 
for the lion’s share of 24 
years.

Kirkpatrick was 
elected Boone County 
District Court judge 
in 2004 and took the 
bench Jan. 1, 2005. At 
that time, the position 
was actually part-time 
and he continued in his 
private law practice as 
well.

“It did not become 
full-time for another 
two years,” he said.

He was in the ÿ rst 
group of district judges 
that became full-time 
judges employed by the 
state as the district court 
system was revised 
based on the size of the 
court docket.

In the beginning, 
he was still Boone 
County district judge. 
Eventually the revision 
continued and he 
became the 4th Judicial 
District judge with the 
addition of Newton 
and Searcy counties. 
Alpena District Court 
is a part of the 4th 
Judicial because the 
city had developed a 
city court prior to the 
revisions and it was 
grandfathered in.

A  ̨er spending 16 
years on the bench, he 
retired and Gail Inman 

Campbell was elected to 
succeed him. Ironically, 
she had been appointed 
to ÿ ll out the remainder 
of a term that expired 
when he was ÿ rst 
elected in 2004.

Since his retirement, 
he has still done some 
district court hearings 
in Mountain Home. 
Inman-Campbell 
was called away last 
week and Kirkpatrick 
conducted court in 
Harrison in her place.

He said there are 
many things he misses 
about being on the 
bench on a daily basis, 
especially the clerks who 
run the o  ̋ ce.

“Some of us were 
together for the whole 
time I was here,” he 

said. “It becomes like 
family.”

Kirkpatrick praised 
that sta  ̇ for the 
modiÿ cations they 
initiated to handle the 
court system through 
the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
˜  ey o  ̨en held court 
from the loading dock of 
the courthouse for some 
routine proceedings to 

avoid people having to 
go into the building.

He also misses the 
actual courtroom and 
dealing with attorneys.

“I am one,” he said 
with a laugh. “I like 
attorneys, as a general 
rule.”

˜  e part he 
doesn’t miss is the 
administrative portion 
of the position, mainly 

always having to be 
concerned with budgets 
and coordinating 
an o  ̋ ce with four 
departments.

Kirkpatrick talked 
about the positive 
changes Inman-
Campbell has brought 
to the o  ̋ ce. It never 
hurts to have a fresh 
pair of eyes to a job 
where one could fall 
into a rut.

“I always believed 
in treating people as 
people, individually, try 
to be as fair as possible,” 
he said, although he 
acknowledged that he 
o  ̨en saw some of the 
same people over and 
again.

As for the future, he 
said he will still most 
likely enter back into the 
world of law as the years 
go on.

“I don’t know how 
to do anything else,” 
he joked. “But I’m not 
in a big hurry this very 
minute.”
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Updated Arkansas Media Directory 
available! 

The only comprehensive directory of Arkansas media, 
available now in either printed or digital format.
Visit arkansaspress.org/store to order. Only $40.
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JAMES L. WHITE/STAFF

Retired 4th Judicial District Judge Fred Kirkpatrick robes up for a session of 
Boone County District Court last week.

Kindergarten 
registration 
at Mt. Judea

Mt. Judea 
Kindergarten 
Registration is 
˜  ursday, April 22, 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Please bring your 
child’s birth certiÿ cate, 
social security card, 
immunization record, 
and proof of a recent 
physical.

Hasty VFD 
sets bass 

tournament
˜  e sixth annual Hasty 

Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Buddy Bass Tourna-
ment will be held at the 
the Diamond City boat 
ramp on Bull Shoals Lake 
Saturday, May 1, from 7 
a.m.-3 p.m. Registration 
begins at 5:30 a.m. the 
day of the tournament or 
anglers can pre-register.

˜  e entry fee is $60 
plus an additional $5 
for biggest largemouth 
bass and $5 for biggest 
smallmouth bass. ˜  ere 
is a 50% payback of 
the entry fee. ˜  ere is a 
100% pay back on the 
largemouth and small-
mouth pot.

A  ̨er the tournament 
the ÿ re department will 
serve refreshments for 
everyone attending the 
weigh-in.

For more information 
about rules and pre-
registration, contact Josh 
Campbell, 870-688-3242.

Fishing 
derbies 

at 
Compton

˜  ree children’s ÿ sh-
ing derbies are coming 
up in May at the Comp-
ton Fire Department 
pond on state Highway 
43 at Compton.

˜  e American Legion 
post in Jasper is spon-
soring the ÿ rst event on 
Saturday, May 1, from 
9-11 a.m. COVID-19 
protocols will be ob-
served at each event. 
˜  e derbies are free for 
children up to the age 
of 16.

Busy Beavers 4-H 
Club will sponsor the 
second derby on Satur-
day, May 8, from 9-11 
a.m.

˜  e Compton Fire 
Department will spon-
sor its 14th annual ÿ sh-
ing derby on Saturday, 
May 15, from 9-11 a.m. 
Prizes will be awarded. 
Adults with ÿ shing li-
censes can ÿ sh the pond 
following the derby.
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Northark president Dr. Randy Esters going home
Staff Report

A  ̃er ÿ ve years as president 
of North Arkansas College, Dr. 
Randy Esters has announced he 
is returning to his home state 
of Louisiana where many of his 
family still reside. Esters has ac-
cepted a position as chancellor 
of Louisiana Delta Community 
College in Monroe, Louisiana, 
beginning in June.

“It is said that every sea-
son must end and a new one 
begins,” Esters told employees 
in an email. “I have been so 
very blessed to be your presi-
dent for the past ÿ ve years and 
it has been the biggest honor of 
my career. Together, we have 
weathered several major storms 
and emerged stronger a  ̃er each 
one. We have fought together 
and won together. I can never 
express my gratitude to all of 

you for taking a chance on me 
and believing in our shared 
vision, but I am saddened to 
announce that my season at 
this great college has come to 
an end.”

As Northark’s fourth presi-
dent, he led the college with 
distinction, building strong 
relationships within the com-
munity, employees, business 
and industry, trustees, media 
and elected o  ̨ cials.  Esters 
is known by many for his 
monthly appearances on local 
radio stations and frequent 
speaking engagements at local 
special events and festivals. He 
has maintained an unwavering 
commitment to seeking input 
on decisions with a collective 
team approach while keep-
ing Northark’s brand of being 
a high-quality, a  ̋ordable, 

and accessible education for 
students at the forefront of the 
college mission, a press release 
said.

“˙  e entire college com-
munity is saddened by the 
news that Dr. Esters will be 
leaving us,” Scott Miller, chair 
of the Board of Trustees com-
mented. “˙  e Board has been 
appreciative of the leadership 
he has given to the college 
and community. He has been 
the catalyst that has brought 
everyone together as a team to 
improve education and lead 
students into pathways that 
provide a skilled workforce for 
the future.”

A special board meeting will 
be called in near future to dis-
cuss the college’s plans regard-
ing leadership and the search 
for a new president.

Median teacher pay raised by $2,000
Staff Report

LITTLE ROCK — Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson on Monday signed two 
pieces of legislation that raised the 
median salary for a teacher by $2,000 
a year.

˙  e bills, one from the Senate, the 
other from the House, had virtually 
unanimous support in both chambers.

Hutchinson said the state had ear-
lier raised the minimum teacher salary 
by $2,000, but the two bills he signed 
into law take on the median teacher 
salary.

˙  e governor said the bills “will 
make a big di  ̋erence for the teachers, 
particularly in the more rural school 
districts that have not been able to 
raise consistently the teachers’ salaries 
in recent years.”

He called it an endeavor to raise 
teacher salaries to a competitive level 
with other states. He said the bills also 
reduce the disparity between the high-
est and lowest median teacher salaries 
in the state and provides an additional 
$25 million in state funding for school 
districts. ˙  at funding includes $185 

per student for districts that are be-
hind in salaries.

Hutchinson touted other bills re-
garding education that the Legislature 
passed, including:

-An increase in school transporta-
tion funding.

-A measure giving school resource 
o  ̨ cers a memorandum of under-
standing with local law enforcement 
agencies.

-Creation of the School Safety Board 
within the Criminal Justice Institute.

-Granting teaching licenses to 
DACA students and educators.

-A requirement for computer science 
credit to be required for graduation.

-A bill requiring Holocaust educa-
tion in public schools.

“˙  ese are signiÿ cant education 
bills and I think the top of it all is this 
increase in teacher pay, which is funda-
mental to our future,” Hutchinson said.

He said $15 million of the increase 
will come from the adequacy funding 
the Legislature passed with another $10 
million from the Educational Adequa-
cy Trust Fund.
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Sen. Missy Irvin (left, R-Mountain View), chair of the Senate Education Committee, 
looks on as Gov. Asa Hutchinson signs into law companion bills that increase the 
median salary of teachers by $2,000.
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