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Young sentenced 30 years on murder conviction

Staff Report

A Newton County man was
sentenced to 30 years in pris-
on after being found guilty of
second degree murder. The sen-
tence was enhanced 15 years for
employing a firearm in commit-
ting the crime. The enhance-
ment is to run consecutive. In

Jasper
council
levies
millage

Staff Report

The Jasper City Coun-
cil met in monthly ses-
sion Thursday night,
Aug. 17, and enjoyed a
light agenda. The most
pressing subject was to
levy the city’s millage
for 2024. The city al-
ready collects the max-
imum S mills on resi-
dents’ property taxes.

The council also ac-
cepted the city’s water
and sewer audit report
from its accountants.

Mayor Michael Thom-
as updated the council
on several projects in-
cluding construction of
the new lift station for
the waste water treat-
ment system, final detail
work being completed
on the recently opened
Little Buffalo River
Visitors and Convention
Center and entering a
service contract with
an information technol-
ogy company to provide
security for the city’s
computer system.
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addition to the prison sentence,
the Newton County jury also
assessed the maximum fine of
$15,000. The jury handed down
the verdicts following a week-
long trial in Jasper that began
on Monday, Aug. 7. The verdict
and sentencing forms were elec-
tronically filed on Aug. 14.

The sentencing report noted
that there were aggravating cir-
cumstances involved noting that
the offender knew the victim
was vulnerable due to advanced
age, disability and ill health and
the offender employed a firearm
in furtherance of the offense.

The trial, a criminal case,

S1CR-21-72, was filed in Novem-
ber 2021 and formally charged
William Kasey Young, 36, with
murder in the first degree, a
class Y felony. The charge al-
leged that on Sept. 27, 2021,
Young went to the home of
Charles Clark and shot Mr.
Clark, who was 71 years old,

with a handgun resulting in his
death.

In an affidavit filed in the re-
cord, the Newton County Sher-
iff’s Office received a 911 phone
call, at 6:06 a.m., from a subject
identifying himself as Kasey

See CONVICTION, Page A2

LOCAL PARADE VE

AN ON

Robert Roberson drove his restored red-and-white 1972 Ford pickup truck in the Birthplace of Route 66 Festival Parade held Friday,
Aug. 11, at Springfield, Missouri. Robert’s truck was third in the parade behind the police and the Army Marching Band. Robert’s

daughter Lane Collinsand a friend joined Robert, riding in the bed of the pickup truck.

Fall color
tour dates
announced

Staff Report

The Jasper Advertising and
Promotions Commission (JAPC)
has released the 2023 Autumn
Color Tour dates as well as the
addition of a Jeep Tour, Arts
& Crafts Tour and the Small
Business Saturday Shopping
Excursion.

The 61st Annual Autumn Col-
or Tour includes four tour dates
in October including:

Friday, October 13th (Fall
color Tour Featuring Sam’s
Throne)

Saturday, October 14th (Fall
Color Tour Featuring Tim Ernst
Gallery)

Friday, October 27th (Haunt-
ed History of Newton County)
(Ponca Color Fest)

Saturday, October 28th (Mur-
der Mystery Tour) (Ponca Color
Fest)

JEFF DEZORT/STAFF

International Overdose Awareness Day will be officially observed in Jasper on Thursday, Aug. 31. Jas-
per Mayor Michael Thomas signed a proclamation declaring it so during a ceremony held at the city
council’s regular monthly meeting Aug. 17. Pictured behind the mayor are from left Newton County
Hometown Heath coalition chairman Jeff Dezort; council members Leslie Murphy, Steven Todd Park-
er, Bobby Keeton and Darrell Davis and Hometown Health coalition members Nelda Casey and Helen

We are also excited to add the

following excursions through-
out the Fall:

Buffalo River Arts & Crafts

Excursion Tour on September
8th and 9th finishing up at the
Buffalo River Bluegrass Fes-
tival

The Backroad Bootlegger

Jeep Tour on Saturday, Sep-
tember 23rd (Moonshine Run
Route) (Jeep Tour price is 40.00
Per Vehicle NOT per person.)

See TOUR, Page A2

Overdose awareness, remembering lives lost

Observed each year on Aug.
31, International Overdose
Awareness Day seeks to bring
awareness to one of the world’s
most urgent health crises...
deaths from overdose, one that
unfortunately is on the rise,
especially since the beginning
of the Covid-19 Pandemic. “By
coming together to remember
lives lost in our communities,
we stand together to say that
more needs to be done to help

the Region 2 Prevention Pro-
vider at North Arkansas Part-
nership for Health Education
(NAPHE) who hosts substance
misuse prevention education
programs and services in
Boone, Baxter, Marion, Newton
and Searcy Counties.
Partnering with other region-
al prevention programs includ-
ing the Boone County Drug Free
Communities Program, Region
2 Partnerships for Success Pro-
gram, Project Prevent Program,

and task forces, team members
work together to provide pre-
vention programs and services
region-wide. According to Evatt,
“Overdose can affect anybody
and one of the messages of this
special day of remembrance
is that people who overdose
are our sons, daughters, moth-
ers, fathers, sister and broth-
ers — and they are loved and
missed by all of us.” Community

See OVERDOSE, Page A2
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Law enforcement remind drivers:

FOUR DAY FORCAST

Arrests made in Sugarloaf Waste
Water Treatment plant fire

Staff Report

Boone County Sheriff
Roy Martin on Wednes-
day, Aug. 16, announced
the arrest of two juvenile
suspects as being respon-
sible for the arson at the
Sugarloaf Waste Water
Treatment Facility (lo-
cated between Lead Hill
and Diamond City). The
arrests were the result of
a collaborative investiga-
tion between the Boone
County Sheriff’s Office
and Diamond City Police.
Investigators believe the
juveniles involved may
also be responsible for ad-
ditional residential arsons
and residential break-ins
around the same area.

The incident in ques-
tion occurred on April 26,
when the Boone County
911 call center received
notification of a fire at
the Sugarloaf Waste Wa-
ter Treatment plant at
9:02 p.m. Immediate re-
sponses were initiated by
the Diamond City, Lead
Hill, and Bergman Fire
Departments, along with
Diamond City Police Chief
Troy Burleson.

The fire was contained
and extinguished due to
the outstanding efforts by
the three local fire depart-
ments and their volunteer
firefighters who put out
the last of the flames just
minutes after 10 p.m.

The fire was isolated to

one structure: the waste-
water treatment plant’s
control building and of-
fice. The controls were
destroyed and caused
temporary suspension
of treatment operations;
however, within 16 hours,
the plant was up and run-
ning entirely on genera-
tors.

The wastewater plant’s
board of directors report-
ed that operations uninter-
ruptedly processed waste-
water in accordance with
its National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination Sys-
tem (NPDES) permit. The
Arkansas Department of
Emergency Management
and the Arkansas Rural
Water Association’s assis-
tance allowed the plant to
return to full capacity by
April 28.

Following the incident,
Chief Burleson sought as-
sistance from the Boone
County Sheriff’s Office
to conduct a thorough in-
vestigation into the fire.
Boone County investiga-
tors, under the leadership
of Harrison Fire Depart-
ment Chief Marc Lowery,
took charge of the fire in-
vestigation, which eventu-
ally led to the discovery of
evidence indicating that
the fire had been deliber-
ately set. This discovery
prompted the identifica-
tion of the two juvenile
suspects.

CONVICTION

Continued from Page Al

Young. Young told 911
dispatch that he was at
Charles Clark’s residence
in Compton and that he
had just showed up to visit
him when Clark pulled a
gun on him. Young told
the dispatcher he turned
the gun on Clark and shot
him in self-defense.

According to the 911 re-
port, Young said he shot
Clark in the chest and
when asked if Clark was
breathing, Young respond-
ed, “No. He’s gone.”

Young apparently did
not answer questions
at the scene telling law
enforcement officers he
would not make any state-
ments without his lawyer
being present.

He was taken to the
Newton County Jail.

Search warrants were
obtained and executed
at Clark’s residence and
Young’s vehicle.

The firearm located by
Clark’s body was a .357
magnum revolver.

The revolver had two
empty casings in the cyl-
inder and four live rounds.
A fired lead projectile was
located on the floor near
Clark’s legs. A second pro-
jectile was located in the
bathroom which was on
the opposite side of the
wall to the kitchen/dining
room. The projectile con-
tinued through the bath-
room and into the wall
above the window facing
the west side exterior.

When Clark’s body was

moved by the coroner, an
apparent gunshot wound
was located in the back
of Clark’s head near the
base of the neck with an-
other gunshot wound in
the front of his head just
above his left eye. An au-
topsy would determine
which wound is entrance
and exit, according to the
affidavit.

On Sept. 28, the inves-
tigation officer received
information Young was
with another subject Sun-
day night and leading into
the same morning of the
shooting. The subject ad-
vised Young was at his
residence in Dogpatch
from roughly 9 p.m. Sun-
day until S a.m. Monday.
He said Young never talk-
ed about Clark and never
mentioned he was going
to see Clark after he left.

The affidavit concludes
that Young had no appar-
ent reason to be at Clark’s
residence at that time in
the morning. Young also
told three different ac-
counts of the incident
during the duration of the
911 calls and refused to
speak with investigators
or make any statements
to aid in the investigation.

The defendant’s attor-
ney of record was Phillip
Moon. Prosecuting the
case was Deputy Pros-
ecuting Attorney Ben-
jamin Fruehauf IV. The
case was heard by Circuit
Court Judge John Putman.

It was also noted in the
sentencing report that
Young is credited 685 days
for jail time served while
waiting to go to trial.

Drive sober or get pulled over

By Straff Report

During the Labor Day holi-
day period, including the end of
summertime and the busy hol-
iday weekend, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation’s National
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA) will be work-
ing alongside law enforcement in
Arkansas to decrease impaired
driving. From August 18 through
September 4, Arkansas law en-
forcement will be participating
in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over high-visibility enforcement
campaign. During this time, you’ll
see officers working together to
take drunk drivers off the roads
in support of law enforcement’s
dedication to protecting the lives of
residents in their communities. No
matter how you plan to celebrate
the end of summer this year, make
sure you plan to do it safely.

For this year’s campaign, the
National Park Service (NPS), and
NHTSA Region 7, which includes
Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, Ne-
braska, and Iowa, are again part-
nering to emphasize the impor-
tance of driving sober and saving
lives on America’s roadways in
and around our region’s National
and State Parks. There will be an
increased presence of state and
local law enforcement officers
along with NPS rangers during
this campaign, whose expanded
efforts to protect against impaired
driving will be conducted in a
fair and equitable way. Campaign
activities will be highlighted by
NHTSA at a press conference in
St. Louis, Missouri at the Gate-

way Arch on August 25. Law en-
forcement officers in all regions
will be participating in the Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over cam-
paign throughout the Labor Day
weekend.

According to NHTSA, 13,384 peo-
ple were killed in drunk-driving
crashes in 2021 — that’s one person
every 39 minutes. On average, more
than 11,000 people were Kkilled in
drunk-driving crashes each year
from 2017 to 2021. This is why Ar-
kansas law enforcement officers
are working together with NHT-
SA to remind drivers that drunk
driving is not only illegal; it’s a
matter of life and death. As you
head out to festivities during the
end of summer and Labor Day
weekend, remember: Drive Sober
or Get Pulled Over.

“We want our community mem-
bers to understand that it’s our
first priority to keep people safe,
so we’re asking everyone to plan
ahead if they know they’ll be
out drinking,” said Colonel Mike
Hagar, Arkansas Public Safety
Secretary, and the Governor’s
Highway Safety Representative.
“In addition to enforcement, the
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over
campaign is an awareness effort
to get the message out that drunk
driving is illegal and it takes lives.
Let’s make this a partnership be-
tween law enforcement and driv-
ers— help us protect the community
and put an end to this senseless
behavior,” he said.

During the 2021 Labor Day hol-
iday period (6:00 p.m. September
3 to 5:59 a.m. September 7), there

were S31 traffic fatalities nation-
wide. Of these S31 fatalities, 41%
(216) involved a drunk driver, and
more than a quarter (27%) involved
drivers who were driving with a
BAC almost twice the legal limit
(.15+ BAC). Among drivers between
the ages of 18 and 34 who were
killed in crashes over the Labor
Day holiday period in 2021, 48%
of those drivers were drunk, with
BACs of .08 or higher.

No one should mix drinking and
driving, and no one is immune to
the effects of drinking. If you find
yourself drunk and stranded with
your vehicle, give your keys to a
sober driver who can safely drive
you home. Remind your friends
to never get into a vehicle with a
drunk driver. If you have a friend
who is about to drive after drink-
ing, take away their keys and help
them get home safely. Most impor-
tantly: Always have a plan before
you head out for the evening. If
you wait until after you’ve been
drinking to figure out how to get
from one place to the next, you will
already be too impaired to make
the right choice.

So remember, this Labor Day
weekend and all year long: Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over. It could
save your life.

For more information on im-
paired driving, visit www.nhtsa.
gov/risky-driving/drunk-driving
or call the Arkansas Highway Safe-
ty Office at (501) 618-8136. For
more on Arkansas’ ongoing Toward
Zero Deaths campaign to eliminate
preventable traffic fatalities, visit
www.TZDArkansas.org.

OVERDOSE

Continued from Page Al

By JEFF DEZORT

members are encour-

Newton County Times

aged to stop for a mo-

ment of silent reflection
to honor those lost to
overdose and in remem-
brance for those left be-
hind.

The Newton County
Hometown Health Initia-
tive Coalition is support-
ing this year’s efforts
and presented a procla-
mation to the Jasper City
Council at its regular
monthly meeting Thurs-
day night, Aug. 17.

The council passed a
motion authorizing May-
or Michael Thomas to
sign the proclamation
designating Interna-
tional Overdose Aware-
ness Day in Jasper on
Aug. 31.

The proclamation rec-
ognizes that the purpose
of International Over-
dose Awareness Day is
to remember loved ones
lost to overdose and to
help end the stigma of
drug-related deaths.

The city resolves to
play a part in helping to
reduce the toll of over-
dose in local communi-
ties, which has claimed
the lives of so many of
our residents and for-
ever changed the lives
of those left behind who
are deserving of love,
compassion and support.

The proclamation also
calls on all citizens to
stop for a moment on
that day for silent re-
flection to honor those
lost to overdose and in
remembrance for those
left behind.

For more information
about Overdose Aware-
ness activities or any
of NAPHE'’s prevention
programs and services
offered in Boone, Bax-
ter, Marion, Newton or
Searcy Counties, con-
tact a NAPHE Preven-
tion Team Member at
870-391-3367.

A Jasper High School student was
expelled for the remainder of the first
nine weeks of school for vaping inside
the school, but will be allowed to take
courses via Virtual Arkansas so the
student will not fall behind on her high
school classes.

The expulsion hearing was held
prior to Monday night’s regular school
board meeting.

The student’s mother did not request
a closed hearing.

High School Principal Todd Parker
briefly explained to the board the
incidents occurring one morning last
last week when a vape detector was
activated in a girls restroom. A sec-
ond vape detector was activated later
the same day. The student, identified
by clothing she was wearing, was
present both times the detectors were
activated.

The student was found to have in her
possession a vaping device which was
turned over to the School Resource
Officer. The SRO said he tested the
vaping substance and determined it
was either marijuana or a marijuana
by-product.

The high school junior said she
found the device at the park. She said
she did not know what the substance
was, but made the poor decision to

Jasper student expelled for vaping

try it, anyway. She apologized saying
she just wants to go back to class and
promised to earn good marks.

The recommended punishment pre-
sented to the board by Superintendent
Dr. Candra Brasel called for expulsion
for the remainder of the nine-week
grading period and disallowing the
student to continue taking classes
virtually.

The board members went into exec-
utive session and at one point called
Parker to join them.

After reopening the meeting, the
board voted to follow the superin-
tendent’s recommendation, however,
wanted the student to have the op-
portunity to continue her high school
classes through Virtual Arkansas. If
she follows the courses successfully,
she may avoid having to take classes
next summer to catch up.

The student is also enrolled in col-
lege courses and will not be allowed to
continue attending them. Most likely
she will have to re-enroll in those
classes next semester.

Virtual Arkansas is an Arkan-
sas-based program that is implement-
ed through a partnership between the
Arkansas Department of Education
and the Arkansas Education Service
Cooperatives. It provides an array of
quality digital courses to public school
students in Arkansas and utilize Ar-
kansas licensed instructors.

TOUR

Continued from Page Al

The Live Big, Shop Small Town Excur-
sion on Saturday, November 25th (Special
Holiday Farmer’s Market)

All tours will originate in Jasper, Ar-
kansas. Tour registration and morning
refreshments will begin at 8:00 with the
tour welcome at 8:30. Buses will leave
promptly at 9:00 a.m. and return around
S5:00 p.m. These tours are all Premier
Tours and will include complimentary
refreshments during registration and
welcome, exclusive shopping at our one-
of-a-kind merch table and themed raffle
basket. Participants will need to bring
a jacket, comfortable walking shoes, a
camera, and a picnic lunch (if not desiring
to purchase lunch at the featured restau-
rant). You will also need to bring cash as
some of our vendors do not accept cards.
We will experience a Taste of Jasper by
eating lunch at one of the Iconic Restau-
rants in the area.

Each tour is uniquely designed and
tailored to fit each route/theme. On each
tour we will Shop local Businesses, meet
local Craftsmen, explore local wonders,
visit townships, and learn about the local
Heritage. All routes are subject to change
should presenters become unavailable,
weather forecasts change, or road con-
ditions change.

Tour may be purchased online at Eco
Tour Ticket leap link

Experiences of Jasper 2023 Excursions
Tickets in Jasper, AR, United States (tick-
etleap.com)

or contact the Director of Advertising
and Promotions; Lisa Duet at: Office (870)
446-2592 or Cell (337) 401-9155. Pricing
for tours are set at 40.00 per tour. Jeep
Tour price is 40.00 Per Vehicle NOT per
person.

All patrons are cordially invited and
encouraged to check out local shops in
Jasper as well as our delightful Farmer’s
Market on the courthouse lawn at the end
of each tour.
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Mobile health unit at senior center Aug. 31

On Aug. 31 a Mobile Health Unit
will be at the Newton County Se-
nior Activity and Wellness Center
to check cholesterol, BMI, blood
pressure, oxygen/pulse, glucose
and health education. Then Kara
with North Arkansas Regional
Medical Center will be here with
information on strokes.

Sept. 1 — Fish Fry 12-6 p.m.
Sept. 22-23 — Fish Fry 12-6 p.m.
during Bikes Blues and BBQ.

Sophia Folwer has also offered
to teach people how to use the ex-
ercise equipment on Monday’s at
11 a.m., or if you already know you
can just come join in to exercise
together. Don’t forget to check with
your insurance to see if you qual-
ify for Silver Sneakers or Renew
Active to be eligible for 24/7 gym
membership.

Yoga is Tuesday at 8:30 a.m.
Bible Study at 10 a.m. Peppi is
Wednesday at 10 a.m.

The new fiscal year began in
July. This year’s goal for fundrais-
ing to be completed by June 2024,
is $86,832.

Are you 60 or above? Here is the
weekly van schedule to Jasper:
Monday — Western Grove and
Hasty
Tuesday — Mt. Judea, Vendor and
Bass
Wednesday — Mockingbird Hill,
Deer and Nail
Thursday — Shiloh, Mt. Sherman
and Parthenon
Fridays — Jasper City Limits .

To schedule please call 870446-
S5S31.

The regular daily meal charge is
a $4 donation; no-age limit guests
and carry outs is $6.50.

Menu

Aug.24 —Sept.1

Thursday — Honey mustard chick-
en, mashed potatoes, collard
greens, wheat bread and sherbet.
Friday — Tomato basil soup,
crackers, turkey salad sandwich,
potato salad and fruited gelatin.
Monday — Sloppy Joe, baked po-
tato wedge, summer coleslaw and
pudding parfait.

Tuesday — Chicken tenders, mac-

aroni and cheese, broccoli florets,
wheat roll, cinnamon applesauce.
Wednesday — Baked spaghetti,
Tuscan vegetable blend, spinach
salad, salad dressing, Italian
bread and fruited gelatin.
Thursday — Crumb baked fish, po-
tato wedge, meadow blend vegeta-
bles, wheat roll and ambrosia.
Friday — Chopped steak, brown
gravy, mashed potatoes, seasoned
greens, wheat bread and glazed
angel food cake.

The Newton County Senior Ac-
tivity and Wellness Center is “An
equal opportunity provider and
employer.” It serves older adults
all over Newton County.No fees are
charged for services if you are age
60 and over. No one is turned away
for inability to give a donation.
The center is only funded by 47%
state and federal funding, which
in return means S3% is from fund-
raising, client donations, quorum
court and the community. That is
why donations are requested for
congregate lunch, home delivered
meals and transportation.

Master
Gardener
fall classes
announced

Staff Report

The Newton County Master Gar-
deners have announced it will offer
five training session this fall.

The sessions will be held on
Wednesdays in October and Novem-
ber at the Newton County Extension
office. Also this year there is an
online self paced option. Come to
the Newton County Extension office
to register by Wednesday Sept. 20.

Fish for free in
Arkansas today

Staff Report

In case you were thinking about
getting out to fish Wednesday, Aug.
23, and weren’t sure of your cur-
rent status as an Arkansas fishing
license holder, don’t worry about
it. You and everyone else can go
out and fish for free, without a
state fishing license or a trout
permit, as the Arkansas Game
and Fish Commission switches
over Wednesday to a new licensing
system. The system will be offline
Wednesday, and there won’t be
any way to access the system or
purchase a license, so the AGFC
commissioners voted this week
in their monthly meeting to give
anglers the special one-day oppor-
tunity to fish for free, no tickets to
be issued to non-license holders by
game wardens. All other fishing
regulations will apply, however.

“We saw this as an opportunity
to give anglers one more chance to
get out and enjoy some free fishing
on this day instead of worrying
about whether their license was
valid or not,” AGFC Deputy Di-
rector Spencer Griffith said when
briefing the Commission about the
need for the minute order Wednes-
day. “The new license system will
have some features that have been
asked about in the past and will be
more user-friendly with more of
a customized experience for our
customers.”

BRCC meeting in
Jasper Sept. 21

The Buffalo River Conservation
Committee will hold a quarterly
meeting on September 21, at 11 a.m.,
at the Carroll Electric building in Jas-
per. The committee will hear updates
from the subcommittees and review
any project submissions.

LARGE PUBLIC AUCTION
OF MULTIPLE ESTATES

Sunday, August 27th at 9 AM, 2023, 1540 S Leslie St, Stuttgart, AR.
WE HAVE OUTSTANDING VARIETY AND QUALITY THIS SALE WITH
FINE FRENCH, AMERICAN, AND ENGLISH FURNITURE
Harvest Tables, Copperware, Silver Dollars, Coin sets, 5 - New in the
Box Radikal 12ga. And 20ga. Shotguns from estate. 7 - nice large estate
Rugs, Nickelodeon with leaded stained glass, Carver inlaid hall bench,
White queen size bed with gray tufted fabric, Oak hall tree and side- ==
board, Abundant chest, Rare French side by side curio and much more

JASPER PRESENTS:
Fall and winter event line up

From the Jasper Advertising
and Promotion Commission

September 2023

21st Annual Buffalo River Blue-
grass Festival: Thursday Sep-
tember 7- Saturday Sept 9, 2023
(see Flyer)

Arts and Craft Excursion:

Sept 8-9, 2023, 8am-5pm. (see
Flyer)

Join us for a fun-filled day of
shopping at local businesses,
experiencing new craft tech-
niques, enjoying presentations
from local artists. We will listen
to local musicians, tour our local
galleries, and finish up on the
banks of The Little Buffalo River
for the 21 annual Buffalo River
Bluegrass Festival

Backroad Bootlegger Jeep Tour:

Saturday, Sept. 23,2023 (see
Flyer)

Come Journey with us through
the Majestic Ozark Mountains as
we explore the history of New-
ton County’s Prohibition era.
(Any Street legal vehicle will be
allowed)

Homecoming Shindig:
Saturday, September 30, 2023,
Beginning at 10 am. Newton

County Fair Grounds. Live
music, Demonstrations, and
children’s activities scheduled
throughout the day!

Homecoming Shindig Car show:
Saturday, September 30, 2023,
Newton County Fair Grounds
Registration 9:00-10:00 Awards
4:00

October 2023

Autumn Color Tours:
Friday October 14, 2023 (Featur-
ing Sam’s Throne)

Autumn Color Tours:
Sat. October 15, 2023 (Featuring
Tim Ernst Studio)

Murder Mystery Weekend

EVENT ONE:

Haunted History Tour:

Friday October 27, 2023

(Ponca Color Fest) Join us for a
Hauntingly good time as we
journey through the autumn
scenery listening to haunted
history legends and folklore.

EVENT TWO:

Murder Mystery Tour:

Sat. October 28, 2023, 8am-5pm.
(Ponca Color Fest) We don’t have
a clue what is going to happen

on this autumn color tour...
but what we do know is we will
have a blast trying to figure it
out.

EVENT THREE:

Westbrook Music Series:

Sat October 28, 2023, 7-9 Pm.

This event will Feature a DJ, with
Halloween and Line Dance
Music. We will have music vid-
eos playing on the big screen.
Face Painting, Corn hole tourna-
ment, Games, Prizes and Con-
cessions! Come in costume for a
costume contest!

Kiwanis Haunted House: Night-
mare on 9th Street: Kiwanis
Haunted house October28, 2023
& October 31st

Join us for a Spooktacular time
at 103 N. 9th Street in Jasper for
Kiwanis annual Haunted house.
Hauntings will start at dark.

Hometown Haunt:
Tuesday, October 31st, 2023

Come join us downtown for trick
or treating, Hayride, games, hot
chocolate, Crafts and so much
more! (Jasper Volunteer Fire
Dept., JAPC, and The City of
Jasper)

November 2023
Live Big Shop Small:

Saturday November 25, 2023,
8am-5pm

Join us for a day of discounts
at the local businesses, Tours
at the local museums, Holiday
Farmer’s Market, & Christmas
Parade by Kiwanis. Lighting of
the Square.

Kiwanis Christmas Parade:

Saturday November 25, 2023

December 2023
Holly Jolly Christmas in Jasper:

Saturday December 9, 2023,
4-8Pm.

Join us for a fun filled afternoon
of Games, Shopping local, Pic-
tures with Santa, hot chocolate
bar, trail of lights rides, scav-
enger hunt and so much more!

Kiwanis Breakfast with Santa:

Date: TBD

Tickets for the Tour Excursions
can be purchased at the fol-
lowing link or by Contacting
the Director of Advertising and
Promotions.

Lisa Duet (337) 401-9155 lisaduet-
japc2023@yahoo.com

Experiences of Jasper 2023 Ex-
cursions Tickets in Jasper, AR,
United States (ticketleap.com)

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

When you donate your car, you'll receive:
w8 5200 restaurant o Z-night, 3-day hotel stay
woleher

at one of 50 locations

WHAT’S GOING ON

Attention Newton County residents
- To obtain your 911 address please contact the Newton
County addressing office at 870-446-2966 or come by
Monday — Friday 8-4:30. The office is located upstairs
of the courthouse.

ASP DL testing facilities now open
« At each facility written exams are given from 8 a.m to
11:30 a.m. and the skills exam is by appointment times
only. Jasper — The 1st Tuesday of the month. Newton
County Sheriff’s Office, 300 North Spring Street.

Jasper Kiwanis Club
« Meets 11:30 a.m. on Wednesdays at the Ozark Cafe.

Al-Anon Meeting
« Support group for family and friends of alcoholics.
The Jasper meeting now meets via Zoom every Friday
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For more information and
Zoom ID, call 479-857-8281 or 870-446-2402.

Community Matters
« A group representing churches and non-profit orga-
nizations serving Newton County meets the fourth
Thursday of each month at 10 a.m., at the Jasper
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. The next meeting
will be Aug. 24.

Campbell Edgmon Post 93 Auxiliary
+ Meets the fourth Thursday of every month at the
Legion Hut in Jasper from 4-6 p.m. The next meeting
is Aug. 24.

Newton County Healthcare Association, Inc.,
« Meets the last Tuesday of the month. The next meeting
will be on Tuesday, Aug. 29, at 5 p.m., in the Conference
Room of Newton County Nursing Home.

Newton County Historical Society
« Meets the last Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at
the Bradley House Museum in Jasper. Public is invited.
The next meeting is Aug. 29.

Campbell Edgmon Post 93 of the American Legion
« Hosts open mic night on the first Friday of each month
from 6-8 p.m., at the Legion Hut in Jasper. The next
event is Sept. 1.

American Legion, All you can eat pancakes and

waffles with butter and syrup
- Scrambled eggs and sausage patties, biscuits and sau-
sage gravy, along with coffee, milk, and orange juice.
Only $8 on the first Saturday of every month, starting
at 7 a.m., at the American Legion Hut in Jasper. Served
by Boy Scouts from Jasper/American Legion Troop 446.
The next breakfast will be Saturday, Sept. 2.

Jasper Community Garden
« Meet on the first Monday of each month at the Jasper
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m.
The next meeting will be Sept. 4.

The Newton County Quorum Court
« Meets the first Monday of each month at the court-
house beginning at 7 p.m., unless the first Monday is
a holiday, then the quorum court meets Tuesday. The
next meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 5.

Western Grove City Council
« Meets the first Tuesday of the month. The council
meets at 7 p.m., at the Western Grove City Hall. The
next meeting will be Tuesday, Sept. 5.

Newton County LEPC

« Meetings are on the second Monday of each month at
10 a.m. at the Jasper Methodist Church Fellowship Hall.
The next meeting will be Sept. 11

The Friends of the Newton Gounty Library
« Meets the second Monday of each month at noon at
the library in Jasper. The next meeting will be Sept. 11.

Deer/Mt. Judea Board of Education

« Meets the second Monday of each month at noon at
6:30 p.m. Meetings alternate between the Deer and the
Mt. Judea campuses. The next meeting will be Sept. 11.

Newton County Single Parent Scholarship Board
+ Meets the second Tuesday of each month, at 1:30 p.m.,
at the Newton County Library. Next meeting is Sept. 12.

The Newton County Resource Council
» Meets the second Tuesday of each month, at 5 p.m.,
at Jasper City Hall. The next meeting is Sept. 12.

Il’

m
constantly worrying
never going outside
always lacking energy
sleeping all day
unable to focus

feeling sad and stuc

% |

How are you really feeling? Don't be afraid to
talk about it. It's time we eliminated the stigma of
discussing mental health and let everyone know
these feelings are normal. For more information
visit normalizetheconversation.com. For

immediate help, call UAMS AR ConnectMow at
1-800-482-9921, and Take Good Care.

Come spend the day at a Quality Live Auction Event. .-

————
69001 3¢f ﬁ:“_""-:-_-____h'_'_'_"'--;"-_'_":-

For more information call 1-870-672-1731 or check our website for over 800 photos and videos
and full terms of sale. JE Ponder Auctioneer « Lic. # 787 WWW PONDERSAUCTIONS COM
695303ch

Call 1-866-587-0119
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YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Newton County and adjoining counties (Boone,
Carroll, Searcy, Madison, Pope and Johnson):
six months for $23.72 or 12 months for $35.58

Mail out of County (elsewhere in Arkansas):
six months for $29.50 or 12 months for $44.40;
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State Capitol Week in Review

By From SEN. BREANNE DAVIS

LITTLE ROCK - During the 2023
session the Arkansas legislature en-
acted a lengthy list of new laws to
strengthen the integrity of the elec-
tions.

Act 620 grants more power to the
state Board of Election Commissioners
to detect and prevent voter fraud. The
board has been conducting an audit
after each general election, and Act
620 requires an audit after primary
elections also. The new law sets up a
review of elections every two years for
the board to investigate any indications
of wrongdoing, primarily in absentee
voting and voter registration.

Act 620 makes it a felony to forge
someone’s signature on applications
for voter registration or for absentee
ballots.

Act 444 outlines the rights of poll
watchers, to ensure access to all parts
of the election process. Poll watch-
ers must complete an online training
course, set up by the state board of
Election Commissioners.

The main goal of Act 444 is to make
sure that poll watchers have uniform
and fair access to all stages of the vot-
ing process. For example, they’re to be

allowed within three to six feet of the
check-in area.

Poll watchers may bring a list of
eligible voters and may challenge a
ballot by speaking to an election offi-
cial. However, they may not interfere
with anyone’s ability to vote, either by
harassment, intimidation or coercion.
They must wear name tags and may
not wear political badges promoting a
candidate or an issue.

Act 441 requires the Secretary of
State to use multiple strategies to en-
sure the integrity of voter registration
lists.

One strategy is to compare our lists
with those in other states, to prevent a
person from registering and voting in
more than one state. Another strategy
is to make full use of the Social Secu-
rity Administration’s file of people who
have died.

The Secretary of State’s office will
develop an address verification pro-
cess. The office will report annually
to the legislative Joint Performance
Review Committee on the accuracy of
voter registration records.

Act 353 prohibits county election
officials from using a drop box for the
collection of absentee ballots. Unless
absentee ballots are sent through the

mail, they must be delivered into the
hands of someone in the physical office
of the county clerk.

Act 320 also tightens the rules gov-
erning absentee ballots. It requires
anyone who goes to the county clerk to
drop off absentee ballots for another
person to present a photo ID. Anyone
who helps a voter fill out an application
for an absentee ballot must provide his
or her name, address and signature on
the application.

Act 320 prohibits county clerks from
distributing unsolicited absentee bal-
lots or applications to potential voters.
County clerks may make the applica-
tions generally available online or in
their office.

Act 141 creates a new criteria to
allow a voter to use an absentee ballot.
If you are prevented from voting in
person due to an observance of your
religious discipline or due to a religious
holiday, you will be eligible to vote
absentee.

Act 462 changes the laws governing
the creation of new political parties.
It requires 10,000 signatures to estab-
lish a new political party ballot. The
threshold had been 3 percent of the
total votes cast in the most recent race
or governor.

Celebrating the National Park Service
and its role preserving American treasures

resident Woodrow

Wilson signed into

law legislation creat-

ing the National Park

Service to support the
conservation and preservation
of lands for the enjoyment of
future generations on August 25,
1916. This idea had been evolv-
ing for decades as leading con-
servationists worked to protect
the lands they loved from devel-
opment. As we mark the 107th
birthday of the National Park
Service, we celebrate Arkansas’s
treasures and recognize ongoing
efforts to improve stewardship
of our nation’s most precious
sites and landmarks.

Earlier this month, Pea Ridge
National Military Park celebrat-
ed a 140-acre land donation from
The Conservation Fund to com-
plete the area within the park’s
envisioned boundaries.

I was honored to join events
commemorating this milestone
and the collaboration of private
and public entities working to-
gether to preserve the history,
protect the habitat, and ensure
the park is a place for learning
and reflection in the years to
come.

Pea Ridge National Military
Park is a unique historical site
within a dynamic region with
so much cultural significance.
Fortunately, many Arkansans
can experience all it has to offer
with relative ease.

While most people associate
Pea Ridge with the Civil War
battle, it also serves as home
to another historic piece in the
fabric of Arkansas’s and our na-

£

JOHN BOOZMAN

U.S. SENATOR

tion’s story: the Butterfield Over-
land Mail Route.

From 1857 to 1861, this trail
made it easier to transport mail
and goods to the western fron-
tier. This route truly helped
facilitate America’s westward
expansion. It is a symbol of the
pioneering spirit we still seek to
embody.

I was proud to champion its
designation as a National His-
toric Trail and work with local
citizens, national organizations
and government agencies to
highlight its importance to our
nation’s history. Congress passed
the legislation and the president
signed it into law in January
2023.

Formally recognizing its im-
portant historical significance
will help educate others about
Arkansas’s role in the growth
and development of our country.

The National Park Service
helps make historic locations
and beloved landscapes acces-
sible to all visitors, and it’s par-
ticularly important that the men
and women who served our na-
tion in uniform have that oppor-

tunity to explore these gems.

That’s why I was proud to sup-
port a measure last Congress
that offers veterans and Gold
Star Families free lifetime ac-
cess to these sites.

The Alexander Lofgren Veter-
ans in Parks (VIP) Act made law
a Department of Interior pro-
gram that provides a free pass to
these heroes. We expanded this
idea by creating a lifetime pass
and launching an annual pass for
current servicemembers, which
can be easily converted into a
lifetime pass once they leave ac-
tive duty.

Time outdoors has proven to
be a successful tool to help vet-
erans heal from the invisible
wounds of war. Ensuring those
called to serve have access to
these lands is the least we can do
to demonstrate our appreciation
for their sacrifice.

Passes are available online,
including on the National Park
Service website, and at many
national park and federal rec-
reation sites to those presenting
the correct documentation.

More than a century after the
creation of the National Park
Service, the commitment to
maintain access to the beautiful
landscapes we’re blessed with is
unyielding. In recent years, Con-
gress has made significant in-
vestments to conserve the spac-
es that help define America. I'm
pleased to support these efforts
and will continue advocating
for measures to preserve public
land so generations to come have
access to the many blessings
they provide.

Every state is a border state

very day, more and

more deadly drugs

and criminals are fly-

ing over our southern

border and into our
communities. In June alone, over
2,000 pounds of deadly fentanyl
were seized at our southern bor-
der — enough to kill the entire
state of Arkansas 150 times (over
453 million people). Just imagine
how much is making it across un-
der our noses.

The crisis at the border isn’t
just at the southern border any-
more; it’s in our own backyard,
and far-left Democrats refuse
to open their eyes and acknowl-
edge it. Rather than securing
our nation’s borders, Secretary
of Homeland Security Alejandro
Mayorkas, President Biden, and
other far-left Democrats have

BRUCE WESTERMAN

U.S. CONGRESSMAN FOR
ARKANSAS’S FOURTH DISTRICTS

implemented misguided open bor-
der policies that have created a
historic humanitarian, ecological,
economic, and national security
crisis.

House Republicans took bold
action and put America first when
we passed H.R. 2, the Secure the
Border Act, legislation that will
secure the border and combat

illegal immigration. This historic
legislation would force the Biden
Administration to restart con-
struction of the border wall, end
catch and release, increase the
number of Border Patrol agents,
strengthen and streamline the
asylum process, and strengthen
current law to protect unaccom-
panied children from human traf-
ficking, among other things.

Our country’s leaders cannot
continue to disregard this crisis.
The delusion must end; our coun-
try needs border policies that put
Americans first — that’s precisely
what the Secure the Border Act
does. Border Security is national
security, and it’s time for Secre-
tary Mayorkas, President
Biden, and far-left Democrats
to wake up and follow House
Republicans’ lead.

TELL US WHAT'S ON YOUR MIND

Send your letters to P.O. Box 453, Jasper, AR 72641 or email news@newtoncountytimes.com

Stay aware of
school buses

From REP. STEVEN WALKER
District 27

s we navigate busy streets in our

communities, rushing to work or

running errands, it’s easy to get

caught up in the fast pace of modern

life. However, one thing demands
our utmost attention on Arkansas roadways- a
stopped school bus with its flashing lights and
extended stop arm.

Every day during the school year, more than
350,000 Arkansas children are depending on
school buses to transport them safely to and
from school. These buses make multiple stops
in every community.

As the 2023-2024 school year is about to be-
gin, we want to remind Arkansans that it is ille-
gal to pass a stopped school bus. The fines, pen-
alties, and punishment for anyone found guilty
of illegally passing a stopped school bus were
increased dramatically by Act 2128 of 2008,
also known as Isaac’s Law. The legislation was
named in honor of Isaac Brian, an elementary
school student in the Bryant School District
who was struck and killed when a driver ille-
gally passed his school bus while students were
exiting the vehicle.

The law requires drivers to stop on 2-lane
and 4-lane highways in both directions, even
those with a middle lane. Drivers cannot at-
tempt to pass in any direction until the school
bus vehicle has finished receiving or discharg-
ing its passengers and is in motion again.

In the 2021 Regular Session, the General As-
sembly passed Act 264 to clarify the distance
and areas where drivers must stop. It states
drivers must come to a complete stop no less
than 30 feet from the bus when it stops to load
or unload passengers. This 30 feet perimeter
would apply to public roads, private or public
property open to the general public, and any
driveway or parking lot belonging to a public
school.

Arkansans should also remember that the
use of handheld wireless phones is prohibited
in a school zone. In 2019, the General Assembly
passed legislation making the use of a handheld
phone in school zones a primary offense.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Teachers are a hlessing

Dear Editor,

My son, Jesus Ramsey, told me about his son Dun-
can talking to his school principal about an issue.

The principal had to say “no” to Duncan’s request
but told Duncan to come by at any time to talk about
the issue.

Then Jes, a graduate from Deer, said “I'm so thank-
ful for strong men at Deer School like Mr. Stuckey,
Jack Martin and Ronnie Brown, who spoke to me man
to man.”

Teachers matter. As a mom of a S0-year-old son, I
say thank you to all teachers. God bless you.

Kay Ramsey,

HARRISON
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FUNERAL HOME

519 N. Spring St., PO. Box 100
Harrison, Ark. 72602-0100
(870) 741-3113

For funeral information, visit
www.rollerfuneralhomes.com

School Willed Body Program.

Home of Jasper.

Deaths

Mary A. Domme died Thursday, Aug. 10 (2023) at Celebrations Senior
Living in Denison, Texas. A private family memorial is being planned.
Mary chose to be a participant and donor in the Southwestern Medical

Betty Jo Farmer, 96, of Jasper, died Sunday, Aug. 20 (2023). Crema-
tion arrangements are by Coffman Funeral Home of Jasper.

Treva Hampton, 92, of Oark, died Tuesday, Aug. 15 (2023). A grave-
side service was 10 a.m. Friday, Aug. 18, at Coleman Cemetery in Dover.
Arrangements by Roller-Cox Funeral Home of Clarksville.

Lola Riley, 65, of Everton, died Saturday, Aug. 19 (2023). Funeral is at
10 a.m., Wednesday, Aug. 23, at Coffman Funeral Home in Harrison.

Lonnie Spencer, 11, 44, died Wednesday, Aug. 16 (2023), in Muskogee,
Oklahoma. Cremation and arrangements are with Coffman Funeral

The Newton County Times is pleased to
publish death notices of reasonable length at
no charge to the family. Expanded obits, with

more detail and information, may be purchased
as paid advertising through a funeral home
or by calling Lynn Blevins at the newspaper
at (870) 743-0606.

Betty Jo Farmer, 96, of Jasper

Betty Jo Farmer, 96. of Jasper, died Sunday, Aug.
20 (2023). Cremation arrangements are by Coffman

Funeral Home of Jasper.

The daughter of the late Levi and Creasie Farmer
was born in Deer, Oct. 18, 1926.

She is preceded in death by five brothers; two sisters
and her son, Larry Wayne Cox.

Betty is survived by her daughter, Sonja Cox, and her

sister, Shirley Campbell.

OBITUARIES

Treva Hampton, 92, of Oark

Treva “Annabelle” Hampton, 92, of Oark, died Tues-
day, Aug. 15 (2023). A graveside service was 10 a.m.
Friday, Aug. 18, at Coleman Cemetery -
in Dover with Stanley Taylor offici-
ating. Arrangements by Roller-Cox
Funeral Home of Clarksville.

The daughter of the late Clinton Les-
ter and Ethel May (Smith) Bailey was
born in San Bernardino, California,
Sept. 12, 1930.

She is preceded in death by her
husband, “Jess” Hampton; six children, Sue Farmer,
Marilyn Bickner, Leslie Farmer, David Hampton,
Jessica Danielle Hampton, Kathryn Williams and
Faye Farmer and four grandchildren

Annabelle is survived by her children, Christie
Fouts, of Dover, Villa Friesen, of Fallsville, Linda
Williams, Lester Hampton, Johnny Hampton, James
Hampton, Bob Hampton, Lydle Hampton, Glenna
Ward and Viancie Hampton; many grandchildren,
great- and great-great-grandchildren.

Pallbearers were Jeff Fouts, Eric Richter,
Jerry Hampton, Danny Sisco, Lane Sisco, and Keith
Ricketts.

Honorary pallbearers were Ricky Williams, Lester
Hampton, Johnny Hampton, James Hampton, Bob
Hampton, and Lydle Hampton.
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Narvin Beutler, 62, of Compton

Narvin Andrew “Andy” Beutler, 62, of Compton, died
Friday, Aug. 11 (2023). Family received friends Thurs-
day, Aug. 17, from S-7 p.m., at Holt Memorial Chapel
in Harrison. Graveside service was 10 a.m., Friday,
Aug.18, at Plumlee Cemetery.

The son of the late Narvin and Ruby Beutler, Andy
was born in Harrison, June 8, 1961. After graduating
from Harrison High School, he joined the Air Force.
After his short stent in the military, he took some
time deciding where life was going to take him and
trying a variety of things. He tried his hand at car-
pentry, working in the oil fields and a few more before
finally settling in at Tyson Foods. for 28 years before
retiring early.

He is survived by his siblings, Pauline Davison, Jo
Ann Scott, Anthony Beutler and many relatives.

Mary Domme, of Texas

Mary A. Domme died Thursday, Aug. 10 (2023) at
Celebrations Senior Living in Denison, Texas. A private
family memorial is being planned.

Mary chose to be a participant and v
donor in the Southwestern Medical y
School Willed Body Program.

Mary was preceded in death by her .
parents, O.L. (Bud) and Betty Rogers of "‘ - .l
Kansas, brother Gale Rogers of Kansas ;
and two husbands.

Survivors are daughter Liz Washing-
ton, of Bells, Texas; twin sons, Dr. Winston Marshall,
of Sherman, Texas and Dr. Wesley Marshall, of Frisco,
Texas; nine grandchildren, other relatives and friends.

Following retirement, Mary moved to Sherman,
Texas, where she has made many friends at the Senior
Dance Clubs, Parkside Baptist Church, Super Seniors
Fellowship at Grace United Methodist Church, and Red
River Line Dancers.
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Lonnie Spencer, I, 44, of Oklahoma

Lonnie Charles Spencer 11, 44, died Wednesday, Aug.
16 (2023), in Muskogee, Oklahoma. Cremation and ar-
rangements are with Coffman Funeral Home of Jasper.

The son of Lonnie and Debbie Spencer was born May
1, 1979, in Harrison.

He is preceded in death by his mother, Debbie Spen-
cer and his grandmother, Linda Story.

He is survived by his father, Lonnie Spencer, of Jas-
per, and his brothers, Shane Spencer, and Ben Spencer.

Lola Riley, 65, of Everton

Lola “Carol” Riley, 65, of Everton, died at home, Sat-
urday, Aug. 19 (2023). Funeral is at 10 a.m., Wednesday,
Aug. 23, at Coffman Funeral Home in
Harrison.

The daughter of the late Willard
James Henson and Anna (Spears) Hen-
son was born in Bass, Dec. 6, 1957. She
raised in Newton County and has been
a longtime resident of Boone County.
Carol has worked 23 years at Walmart
and attended church at Yardelle Chapel.

She was preceded in death by her son, Jeremy Smith.

Carol is survived by her husband of 35 years, Steven
Riley, Sr.; her sons, Steven Riley, Jr., and Ethan James
Riley; two sisters, Diane Criner and Crystal Hill; three
grandchildren and other relatives.

Fatal motorcycle
crash in Baxter County

A motorcycle crash in
Baxter County last Sat-
urday, Aug. 19, claimed
the life of Stephanie Lynn
Bay, 53, of Mountain
Home, according to Ar-
kansas State Police. She
was a passenger on the
2008 Honda operated by
Joe Dean, S5, of Moun-
tain Home. He was injured
and was taken to Baxter
Health in Mountain Home.

The crash happened

on state Highway 341 at
Lone Rock, at 6 p.m. , ac-
cording to the report filed
by Senior Corporal Mark
Morton.

The motorcycle was
northbound and appar-
ently struck a large rock
in the roadway, causing
the operator to lose con-
trol of the motorcycle. It
ran off the right side of
the roadway and struck a
road sign.
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YOUR GUIDETO LOCAL HOMES OF WORSHIP
BOXLEY FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD MARBLE FALLS PIERCETOWN
BOXLEY BAPTIST CHURCH Sat. Prayer 7 pm. « Sun. School 9:45a.m.» MARBLE FALLS BAPTIST CHURCH NEWTON COUNTY
Sun. School 9:30 a.m. « Worship Worship 10:45a.m. - Sun.Worship 6 pm.«Wed.,  located on the Old Erbie Road across BAPTIST CHURCH
10:30a.m. &6 p.m. - Wed. Adult & Children Royal Rangers, Missionettes, Forgiven Youth from Dogpatch. Sunday School: 10a.m. «Worship 11a.m. »
Bible Study 6 pm. Group, Worship 7 p.m. Pastoris OD Chaney, 870-688-1189. Wednesday Evening 6:30 Children and Youth
(raig Villines, Pastor Brother Steve Holt, Appointed Pastor - 446-2921  Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. ministries - Andrew Campbell, Pastor 434-5988
COMPTON FIRST BAPTIST Wednesday youth activities at 6:30 p.m. SHILOH
COMPTON COUNTY LINE Sun. School 9:45a.m. «Worship 11a.m. &6 MT. JUDEA SHILOH UNITED BAPTIST
BAPTIST CHURCH pm.«Wed.6 p.m.« Jimmy Dale Huskey, Pastor ~ BETHLEHEM CHURCH Sun. School 10a.m. - Worship 11a.m. - Every 4th
Sun. School 9:30 a.m. - Worship 10:30a.m. « 446-5442. Services 7:30 p.m. Wed. & Sun. Saturday 7:30 p.m., Jerry Liggett, Pastor
&6pm.«Wed.7pm. UNITED METHODIST Kenneth Campbell, Pastor «Troy Royce &Paul /e 5
Steve Emerson, Pastor - 688-2415 Sun. School 10a.m. « Children's Sermom 11a.m. ~ Martin, Assistant Pastors BIG CREEK
COWELL +Worship 11a.m. MT. JUDEA CHRISTIAN CENTER ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST PENTECOSTAL Byron Mann, Pastor - 870-446-2089 Nextto the Mt Judea School « Sun. 10a.m.-  Sunday School 10:00a.m., Worship 10:50a.m
CHURCH OF COWELL NEWTON €0. COWBOY CHURCH Thurs. 7 p.m. Bible Study and 6 p.m. - Wed. 7:00 p.m. Bible study, youth &
-Sun. School 10a.m. - Worship 11am.&5pm.  Sunday 5 p.m. - Newton Co. Fair Grounds Gary & Nina Johnson, Pastors - 434-5574 children’s ministries
DEER - 870-291-9417 MT. SHERMAN Phil Pittman, Pastor 434-5517
DEER BAPTIST CHURCH TROY WALKER GRACE MT. SHERMAN ASSEMBLY LOG HALL
Sun. School 10a.m.-Worship 11am.&5pm.  FOR LIFE MINISTRY Sun.10a.m.«Worship 11am.&6p.m.-Wed.  COMMUNITY CHURCH
Bible Study, Wed. 6:30 p.m. Sun. Worship 10am. meal 5:45 p.m. - Services 6:30 p.m. Sun. School 10a.m.-Worship 11a.m.&6pm.,,
428-5005 American Legion Hall,Jasper Raymond White, Pastor - 861-5560 Jim Bohannon, Pastor - 434-6217
DEER CHURCH OF CHRIST JASPER CHRISTIAN CHURCH PARTHENON WAYTON
Sun. Bible Study 10am. -Worship 11am.&6  Sun, School 9:45-10:45 a.m. - Worship Buffalo Church WAYTON UNITED BAPTIST
p.m - Kelly Woods, Preacher 10:45-11:15 a.m. - For information: 391-1595 Services Sunday at 10a.m.and 6 p.m. Sun. School 10a.m. « Worship 11a.m.
EVERTON LOW GAP FULL GOSPEL CHURCH Pastor Austin Willams WAYTON FREEWILL
LIGHTHOUSE FULL GOSPEL CHURCH Services: Sunday 10a.m.and 6 p.m. CHURCH OF GOD BAPTIST CHURCH
154 Hwy 206/Everton Rd. - Sunday School 1030 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Phone 870-861-5855 SEVENTH DAY Sunday school, 10a.m. Worship 11a.m.,,
am.-Worship 11:15a.m. - Rev. Jerry Marshall,  pastor Kelvin House Sat. Services 11a.m. «Wed. 6 p.m. « 1.5 miles Pastor Tony Taylor
Pastor JASPER SEVENTH DAY « Diamond Cave Rd. - Jason Overman, Pastor WESTERN GROVE
HASTY ADVENTIST CHURCH 446-5736 or 446-2352 ABUNDANT LIFE UPC
HASTY HOLINESS CHURCH Worship:9:30-11am. CHURCH IN THE VALLEY Wed. service 7 p.m. - Sun. Worship 10a.m.
Sun. School 10a.m. - worship T1am.&6pm.,  Sabbath School 11a.m.- 12 pm. CAMPGROUND MINISTRIES &6p.m., JW. Daniels, Pastor

Angie & Richard Bower, Pastors » 870-429-6122

JASPER

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Sun. Bible Study 10a.m. « Worship 11a.m. &2
p.m. - Wed. Bible Study 6 p.m.

Anthony McCutcheon, Preacher - 446-2978

Pastor Ross Harris - 446-2122

LURTON

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Sun. School 10 a.m. «Worship 11 a.m. « Evening
service 5 p.m. « Youth & Children’s Wed. 7 p.m.
StanTaylor, Pastor

1 mile on Murray Road « Sun. School 9:45a.m. «
Worship 10:30a.m. &6:30a.m. - Wed. 7 pm.
Charlie Jarnison, Pastor - 446-6661

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
Sun. School 10a.m. «Worship 11a.m.
&6:30 p.m. - Wed. 6:30 p.m. - 446-5627

FOR A FREE LISTING,
PLEASE CALL
870-446-2645

THERE IS
A REASON

Voted BEST Funeral Home 2 Years in a
Row by OUR Community!

OLT

MEMORIAL CHAPEL

“A Tradition of Excellence Since 19247

John & Jackie Conner

and Phillip & Rachel Collie, Owners

1904 Capps Rd e Harrison « 870-741-3481
www.HoltChapel.com

CAN BE VIEWED ONLINE AT
newtoncountytimes.com

EXPERIENCE THE HOLT
DIFFERENCE!
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AS LIFE GOES BY

By ELAINE LAUNDERVILLE

On Saturday my sister, Jackie
and I drove from Springdale/
Garfield to Jasper to attend the
Celebration of Life for Butch
Harrison. Jane drove to Jasper
on Friday from Mountain View
to spend the night with John
and Wanda so she could have
the strength to attend on Satur-
day. That was the first time she
had driven that far since her
surgery. It just takes time to
heal, and she is doing very well.

There were many family
members and friends at the
memorial service for Butch.

GONE BUT
NOT FORGOTTEN

The 1931 Newton
Countybank robbery

By BARBARA LEROY

The second robbery of the Newton County Bank
included locals as part of the robber gang. It is likely
that this actually made it easier for authorities to find
the culprits rather quickly.

On Monday, Jan. 5, 1931, Matthew Farmer, of Red
Rock, and Bill Baker, who lived on Twelfth Street in
Little Rock, left that city and traveled north to Newton
County. That same day, Albert Gaitright and Gaston
Reeves left Little Rock in another car and headed north.
They were joined by Baker’s brother-in-law, Ewell
Villines, and the five camped out Monday evening.

There was a murder trial being held at the courthouse
in Jasper, which drew a lot of interest, and no one would
be looking at another car parked around the square.

Around noon on Wednesday, Jan. 7, two unmasked
men came into the bank and started looting the tills,
making off with about $6,500. They fled to a point about
3 miles south of Jasper and then took a trail through
the woods. Bill Baker, who had been raised in Newton
County, was their guide. He led them to another road,
where Ewell Villines waited to drive them away.

The next day, the sheriff arrested Matthew Farmer of
Red Rock at the home of J. L. Baker. That same day he
arrested William Baker, who lived near Little Rock, in
Erbie at the home of his mother. The getaway car was
found parked in front of J. L. Baker’s house at the time
of Farmer’s arrest. After his arrest, Farmer told au-
thorities about the robbery plan and who was involved.

On Jan. 9, Albert E Gaithright and Gaston Reeves
were arrested at Reeves’ home on Seventeenth Street
in Little Rock by Pulaski County deputies. During the
arrest, $3,178 of the stolen money was recovered. The
two men were identified that night by Sheriff Will Jones,
J. W. Moore, director of the bank, and Boyd Pruitt,
assistant cashier. Moore and Pruitt had been present
during the robbery. The two were also identified by
Mathie Farmer, who was already in custody.

Matthew Farmer was charged as accessory before
the fact, and found guilty by a jury on February 4. He
was sentenced to ten years in prison. Ewell Villines
pleaded guilty as an accessory and sentenced to 6 years.
Gaston Reeves and Jesse Smith (alias Albert Gaitright)
pled guilty to robbery and were sentenced to 10 years
each. John L. Baker, charged as an accessory, was still
awaiting trial. Bill Baker, who had also been charged as
an accessory, was killed in Little Rock on January 25.

Gaston Reeves escaped the penitentiary in May,
and was recaptured while he was on the run to get the
rest of the stolen loot, which he claimed was hidden in
Newton County.

Clemency was offered to some of the Newton County
robbers. Ewell Villines received indefinite furlough
March 23, 1932, after recommendation by the trial
judge, prosecuting attorney, several bank officials and
the citizens of Newton County. Several hundred of them
signed a petition asking for clemency.

Barbara LeRoy is the author of “Which Side Were
They On?,” a new 302 page book listing biographical
sketches of the Newton Countians who were involved
in the Civil War, available for sale either in the Bradley
House Museum or by purchasing online at www.new-
toncountyar.com. The book sells for $33.

THIS FEATURE PRESENTED BY...

JASPER PHARMACY

Fast, Friendly Servicec. DRUG STORE & GIFTS

“Your Hometown Pharmacy”
® COUGH ® COLD ® FLU ® HERBAL PRODUCTS ® VITAMINS ® EYE ® EAR

200 W. Church St. « Jasper AR * 446-5515

Mon-Fri., 8:30am - 5:30pm; Sat., 8:30am - 12:00pm

Newton county Times

Your TRUSTED
source!

City Government | Local Schools | Business

OMSD School Board
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remains
onboard

It was a beautiful service. The
quote by John Wayne fit Butch,
“Courage is being scared to
death and saddling up anyway.”
Butch lived a life of courage
facing each challenge head on.
He endured years of treatments
and pain fighting with all that
he had. If he was scared, he
didn’t show it much. He knew
that people counted on him, and
he wouldn’t go down without a
fight. He truly was one of the
toughest in the county.

It was good to see some of
the family that I haven’t seen
in a long time. Jackie Lynn and
Austin were there. I visited

married.

path of totality.

Jerry Harrison and he said his
mother, Peggy is in the nursing
home. It was fun seeing Jerry
and Elaine Waters. I haven’t
seen them in years. They got
married when Karl and I got

Was reading about the up-
coming two eclipses over Ar-
kansas. One this year is going
to be Saturday, Oct. 14. It is a
partial Solar Eclipse and can be
seen everywhere in Arkansas.
The second one will be on April
8, 2024. It will be a total eclipse
and people from all over the
world will come to see it on the

EXTENSION CORNER

The people of Hawaii are still
dealing with the fire destruc-
tion and trying to locate all
their loved ones. California is
dealing with a storm hitting the
coastline along with an earth-
quake. The eastern coast is
dealing with storms, too. The
heat in the central part of the
country is causing problems
this week. As we change to
the autumn season we will find
many extreme weather events.

Jackie and I drove state High-
way 7, from Harrison so we
could see what was going on
at Dogpatch. We were disap-
pointed that we could not see

anything due to all the trees
and grasses that have grown
up along the road. We were re-
ally sorry we couldn’t see Mar-
ble Falls. We were surprised
it wasn’t cleared because it is
a part of a historical marker.
It was where we got the mar-
ble for the Washington Monu-
ment. The stone was huge and
weighed a great weight taken
on a wagon pulled by horses to
the Mississippi River where it
was loaded on a barge and taken
on to Washington D.C.

Have a great week. Stay cool,
stay out of the heat. It can make
you sick.

Johnsongrass, you love it or hate it

By ADAM WILLIS
Newton County Extension Agent

I have found that producers for
the most part love Johnsongrass
or do not want a sprig of it in their
pastures and hay fields. There are
many reasons for this love-hate
relationship. We will discuss a
few here.

The following are some reasons
producers like Johnsongrass. It is
long lasting and very drought tol-
erant so stand establishment and
longevity are usually not a prob-
lem. It is very palatable to cattle
they will seek it out over almost
any other forage. In the right stage
of growth, it is high in nutrients
and digestibility. It grows well in
hot and dry conditions when most
other grasses become stunted or
burned. It produces a lot of tonnage
of forage due to plant height, leaf
mass, and growth rates.

The following are some reasons

producers hate Johnsongrass. The
number one reason that producers
hate Johnsongrass is that it can
be poisonous to animals. Effects
of the poisoning can range any-
where from weight loss, abortion
of fetuses to death and it is quick
acting. Johnsongrass poisons in
two different ways when the plant
becomes drought or cold stressed
it produces prussic acid which is
a highly poisonous chemical that
can cause death in a few hours.
This chemical is no longer present
in the plant after the plant has no
green matter. Johnsongrass can
also develop a high level of nitrates
that can poison animals. The issue
with nitrates are that they can be
available in actively growing grass
or in dried grass. This means that
if you have nitrate issues you could
still have them after the grass goes
dormant or is harvested for hay.
The plus side to nitrate poisoning
is that for $6 you can have your

forage tested and determine if it
is safe to feed. Johnsongrass also
is easily spread by animals, birds,
or equipment it will sprout from
almost any part of the plant. It is
also very costly to control. Ade-
quate control of Johnsongrass can
cost up to $40 per acre.

I hope you found this informa-
tion helpful and if you have ad-
ditional questions, please contact
Adam Willis at the Newton Coun-
ty Cooperative Extension Service
at 870-446-2240 or by email at
awillis@uada.edu. As always, the
University of Arkansas System
Division of Agriculture offers all
its Extension and Research pro-
grams and services without regard
to race, color, sex, gender identity,
sexual orientation, national origin,
religion, age, disability, marital or
veteran status, genetic informa-
tion, or any other legally protected
status, and is an Affirmative Ac-
tion/Equal Opportunity Employer.

Former residents

By REV. JOHNIE GAIL COLLINS

Last week: Hello again Family
& Friends in and from Newton
County. It seems we spend a great
deal of time on the road to or from
Joplin for medical appointments.
On July 20th Seth had a “Watch-
man” in his heart. This is supposed
to get him off the blood thinners
as his kidneys are so bad. We hope
it makes a difference and he will
feel somewhat better. He has suf-
fered for a week with gout and can
barely get from the dining table to
the couch.

My niece, Kathy (Varkados)
Bain is getting married tomorrow
in Weatherford, Texas, which is
where she lives. They are spend-
ing a few days in Eureka Springs
striper fishing. The great thing is
they are coming to see us also.
My niece, Janet (Watson) Ford and

Blood drive atJasper Aug. 31

The Red Cross needs donors now.
Schedule an appointment to give by
downloading the Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting RedCross-
Blood.org or calling 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

All who come to give through-
out the month of August will get
a $10 e-gift card to a movie mer-
chant of their choice. Details are
available at RedCrossBlood.org/
Movie.

Upcoming blood donation op-
portunities Aug. 16-31:

it's Our 60-60-60 SALE!

Take Advantage of These Special Savings Today!

60% OFF INSTALLATION

husband Dan flew to Dallas to attend
the wedding. They visited with my
brother, Wayne (W.C.) Collins, in
Hico, Texas, yesterday. Wayne has
all kinds of animals and the draught
there has been horrible, 112 degrees
yesterday. He has been hauling
water for some of the animals for
sometimes now.

My daughter, DalL.ane (Smith)
Dean will be visiting us Monday
from OKC for my birthday. Also,
her son, Brett and grandson, Lako-
dan will come with her. It doesn’t
seem possible I will be 85 years old.
I have enjoyed it all, made many
mistakes, had a lot of fun and have
been blessed beyond belief.

My cousin, Vernon Hawley and
his friend Lanette Taylor are com-
ing for lunch tomorrow. Lanette has
ordered Brown beans, fried pota-
toes and cornbread. That I can do!
Vernon lives at Avoca and Lanette

Jasper

8/31/2023: 9 a.m. — 1 p.m., Jasper
High School, 600 School Street.
How to donate blood

To make an appointment, sim-
ply download the American Red
Cross Blood Donor App, visit
RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
enable the Blood Donor Skill on
any Alexa Echo device to make
an appointment or for more in-
formation. A blood donor card or

Li

in Rogers.

My friend, Carolyn (Cowell) Lind-
berg and husband, Gene, attended
the Pig Roast at Deer. They re-
ported lots of food (as usual) and
good visiting with her cousins and
friends. Her daughter, Cheryl, who
lives in Florida attended with them
for the first time. They all enjoyed it
a lot. Carolyn and Gene were plan-
ning to visit us after taking Cheryl
to the airport in Springfield. Howev-
er they both became ill with a virus
and went straight home. They were
here for my 80th birthday! Carolyn
and I go back to the beginning of
second grade at Deer.

I have enjoyed being facebook
friends with Tony Taylor. I also
watch his services via the internet.

That is it from my little corner of
the world. I pray God’s blessings on
each of you. Stay cool!

Until next time “Happy trails to

driver’s license or
two other forms of
identification are
required at check-
in. Individuals who are 17 years
of age in most states (16 with
parental consent where allowed
by state law), weigh at least 110
pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate
blood. High school students and
other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain
height and weight requirements.

THE 2022 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION HANDBOOK
I5NOW AVAILABLE!

The Freedom of Information Act (FOLA) provides the public the right to

request access to records from any state, county or municipal agency. It is often
¥ % of a New Bath or Shower! described as the law that keeps citizens in the know about their government
- ” 60 MONTH e It’s
_ FINANCING OFTIONS AVAILABLE! The Arkansas
. FREEDOM OF YOUR RIGHT
' $60 VISA GIFT CARD FORMATION
= \ with Bath or Shower purchasel IN. 1andbook tﬂ kn GW!
. - andu
———n
\«p Receive a FREE $25 kﬁ’””"“’ﬂ-% - Open and dosed public meetings
jy Starbucks Gift Card with estimate! ;:l:" o 5 « How to file a FOIA request
e 2 g + Exemptions to the FOIA
* e 198 « FOLA FAQ

& Bath Makeover
of Arkansas
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Criswell adding
depth at QB position

By OTIS KIRK
nallensports@att.net

FAYETTEVILLE — Arkansas’ first day in pads pro-
duced some good showings on both sides of the ball,
but one of the continued pluses is back-up quarterback
Jacolby Criswell.

The former Gatorade Player of the Year at Morrilton
High School is in his first season at Arkansas after trans-
ferring in from North Carolina. Criswell spent three
seasons at North Carolina where he completed 18 of 31
passes for 204 yards, one touchdown and an interception.
He also rushed 20 times for 133 yards and a touchdown.

Criswell is running second-team quarterback behind
KJ Jefferson, but on Thursday Criswell was throwing
deep passes to receivers that were going for touchdowns.
Following practice, Sam Pittman praised both Criswell
and Cade Fortin.

“I think it’s always a battle,” Pittman said. “I do. It’s
always a battle. But Jacolby Criswell is one heck of a
quarterback and so is Fortin. Criswell has an elite, spe-
cial arm and he can fly. They’ve both done a nice job.
Criswell is really playing well, as well.”

Transfer wide receiver Isaac TeSlaa has been catching
passes from Criswell since last spring and is impressed.
“Yeah, Jacolby’s a real... I mean,
he’s an athlete and a quarterback,
so you know he’s going to be
able to move in the pocket
but also make throws

outside of the pocket,”
TeSlaa said. “And he
honestly throws one of
the best balls I've ever seen
from any quarterback. That thing, I mean

he’s got some zip on it, and he can put touch
on it. I feel like he’s just an all-around very solid quar-
terback, and he’s able to make those throws wherever.
Inside of the pocket, outside of the pocket. He’s able to
zip that thing anywhere.”

Safety Alfahiym Walcott has defended some of the
passes thrown by Criswell and is equally impressed.

“He can definitely put it in tight spots, I experienced
it,” Walcott said. “He’s putting it in tight spots. That’s all
I have to say. Very good. Very talented. Getting better
each and every day from summer to now. Very good. I
can’t wait to see that, as well.”

Redshirt freshman wide receiver Isaiah Sategna
caught one of those touchdown passes from Criswell
on Thursday.

“I mean Jacolby, he has a cannon,” Sategna said. “He
wants to throw it deep every time. His intermediate
passes are really good, too. We didn’t have him last year
so this is my first time throwing with him and stuff. I
really like going with him. I’'m a deep threat, so I love
going with him.”

Andrew Armstrong is another transfer wide receiver
who came in with Criswell. Armstrong likes the way
Criswell delivers the football.

“Jacolby knows what he’s doing in the backfield,” Arm-
strong said. “You love to see that from a guy that plays
quarterback because he is the leader. He has to be the
leader of the team. His short-pass game. His intermedi-
ate, deep ball. Like (Sategna) said, he has a cannon of an
arm. He knows how to throw it. He knows how to read
the zones. He knows if it’s man (coverage). He’s great.”

Criswell was a four-star recruit coming out of Morril-
ton. He chose North Carolina over Arkansas and others.
In three years for Morrilton, Criswell passed for 5.925
yards and S8 touchdowns. He also rushed for 2,568 yards
and 41 touchdowns.

As a senior, he led Morrilton to an 8-5 record. He
threw for 2,869 yards and 27 touchdowns. He rushed for
another 1,282 yards and 24 touchdowns.

IS BACK AT ARKANSAS

By OTIS KiRK
nallensports@att.net

AYETTEVILLE —
Dan Enos is back
at Arkansas for the
second time in his
career.

Enos was offensive coordina-
tor for Bret Bielema from 2015-
17 and coached Brandon Allen
during an outstanding senior
season in the offensive coordi-
nator’s first year with the Hogs.
Just like in 2015, Enos inherits
a very impressive quarterback
in redshirt senior KJ Jefferson.
But Enos isn’t one to place goals
on a player.

“No, you know, I’ve never re-
ally done that,” Enos said. “We
just kind of say we do whatever
we need to do to help the team
win to be honest with you. And

I always tell the guys ‘If we

do what we’re supposed to do

to help the team win, all that
stuff is going to take care of
itself.” So no I never really have.
It doesn’t surprise me though
because, KJ is a really, really
smart player. And like Bran-
don, Brandon was an extremely
smart player as well. Both those
guys make really good deci-
sions. They both know how to
take care of the football. And
they’re both really accurate.

But again they’re different, you
know. But both very, very pro-
ductive players.”

Enos has Jefferson taking
snaps under center just as he
did in the spring at times as
well. He explained the reason-
ing behind that on Thursday.

“Yeah, he’s been real good on
intermediate and short throws,”
Enos said. “I haven’t noticed
anything with that. I agree, I
think his deep ball accuracy
is very good and continues to
be very good. He’s made some
throws the last couple days, but
really great coverage by our

See ENOS, Page A8

Arkansas offensive coordinator Dan Enos is back to the lead the Razorback offense. This marks his second

stop in Fayetteville.

CRAVEN WHITLOW/NATE ALLEN SPORTS SERVICES

Razorbacks expect tight ends
to be bigger part of offense

By OTIS KIRK
nallensports@att.net

FAYETTEVILLE — Arkansas’
tight ends should be a bigger
part of the offense with Dan
Enos now the offensive coordi-
nator.

When Enos was at Arkansas
previously the tight ends were
targeted more than in Kendal
Briles’ offense. Morgan Turner
is set to begin his first season at
Arkansas and is looking forward
to seeing what his group can do.

“It’s fun because it’s challeng-
ing,” Turner said. “The guys are
getting a taste of it now, moving
them to different spots. They’re
at one spot for one play, and then
‘hey, flip here. Go there.’ It’s
challenging, so every day you’ve
got to come in and be focused
and really embrace the mental
side of it. They’ve done a really
nice job.”

Arkansas had three scholar-
ship tight ends in the spring
and now have six. Turner talk-
ed about how Ty Washington,
Luke Hasz and Nathan Bax wel-
comed Shamar Easter, Var’keyes
Gumms and Francis Sherman.

“A lot of credit to the guys that
were here in the spring,” Turner
said. “They could have taken it
one way, but they’ve embraced
them and really helped them out
over the summer. It’s not like
I'm starting from scratch and
they don’t know a thing. They’ve
done a nice job over the summer,
and the older guys really helped
them.”

Former North Texas tight end
Gumms is expected to play a big
role in Arkansas’ offense.

“He’s picking it up really well,”
Turner said. “The guys, they
worked really hard over the sum-
mer (in) the play-led practices
and you can really see that pay-

ing off when they’re jumping in
at the start of fall camp and he’s
hitting the ground running. It’s
no Day 1 learning.”

Gumms was named sec-
ond-team Freshman
All-America by The Ath-
letic. Gumms played in 14
games with six starts last
fall. He caught 34 passes
for 458 yards and five
touchdowns. Gumms
said Monday he is mak-
ing the most of his time
with the Hogs.

“For me, I just came
in ready to work, came
in ready to adapt,”
Gumms said. “It’s been
good as in coming in during the
summer time got some good work
and started to learn the offense
and now going into fall camp,
going over the install against
and still learning from here and
getting better every day.”

Shamar Easter arrived in the
summer from Ashdown High
School. He was the top recruit
in Arkansas last season. At Ash-
down, Easted played football,
basketball and ran track. Turner
feels he is transitioning to Arkan-
sas very well.

“He’s doing great,” Turner
said. “It’s been fun to watch him
grow. He really spent that time
in the weight room. He’s coming
out with a great attitude every
single day at practice and he’s
taken big jumps. It’s been fun
working with him.”

Hasz was one of the top tight
ends in the nation last season
out of Bixby (Okla.) High School.
Turner has Hasz in the spring
as well.

“Yeah, he just comes to work
everyday and works hard, works
on his route running and tries to
build a better relationship with
KJ (Jefferson),” Turner said.

“And then he’ll compete, go up
and get balls and just make plays
when they’re available.”

Washington is a redshirt fresh-
man who is expected to play a
bigger role in 2023.

“I think he’s taking a big jump
since spring,” Turner said. “He’s
come every day focused, locked
in and not worried about any-
thing else. When the ball comes
his way, he’s making plays.
That’s all we need to do is take
advantage of the opportunities
we have. He’s done a nice job.”

In the bowl win over Kansas,
Washington caught a 17-yard
touchdown pass from Jefferson.
Turner feels that catch helped
propel Washington to a good
spring and then strong preseason
to this point.

“It gives you some confidence,
excitement,” Turner said. “Em-
bracing like ‘Alright. I played a
big part in this team right here.
Even though he did it the whole
season, it’s another thing when
you score that touchdown and
I’m sure it gave him a bunch of
confidence.”

Washington agreed that catch
helped his confidence.

| have my passports, ready to travel

y family loves to go
on adventures.

Make a suggestion
of a trip and we are
there.

All four of our grandsons have
passports and all have been over-
seas. Our oldest grandson has been
to five countries which is not bad for
an eight-year old.

When he was in kindergarten, the
teacher was asking the kids where
their favorite place to go was. The

answers ranged from the zoo to
grandma’s house.

Little Abram Henry said, “Ice-
land.” Which is one of my favorite
places to go as well.

However, last summer Becky and
I were traveling with our friends
Brad and Karla. We decided to go on
a trip together to Colorado. I really
felt a trip to the Skirted Heifer was
in the cards.

wd

JEFF BRASEL
SPORTS EDITOR

See BRASEL, Page A8
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Woodson likes progress of secondary

By OTIS KIRK
nallensports@att.net

FAYETTEVILLE — Marcus
Woodson is helping Deron Wil-
son with the secondary after
a season that saw Arkansas’
defensive backs give up large
amounts of yardage.

Woodson came to Arkansas
from Florida State where he
also inherited a similar situa-
tion there. Woodson likes the
progress Arkansas is making
since the spring.

“Absolutely. I think we’re
headed in the right direction,”
Woodson said. “It started with
what I just said, coming to-
gether as a group with a lot
of new faces in the room. And
then just coming together to
improve daily. That’s what
those guys have done. They
seek daily improvement. They
have a ‘coach me, coach’ mind-
set. As long as they continue to
come to work every day, we’ll
continue to improve that stat
for sure.”

What Woodson had talked
about earlier was just the unit
coming together as a team and
brotherhood.

“Just the togetherness,”
Woodson said. “Guys coming
together. You heard Jayden
(Johnson) mention the broth-
erhood. I feel like those guys
have really gotten closer
throughout the summer. And
me as a coach, that’s what I
wanted to see from the group.”

Baylor transfer Lorando
“Snaxx” Johnson has moved
from cornerback to the Hog
(Nickel) position. Some cor-
nerbacks developing and im-
proving has allowed Woodson
to make that move.

“At first we had to find the
right guy at that corner,” Wood-
son said. “Nudie (Dwight Mc-
Glothern) has really stepped
up and done a good job. The
addition of Jaheim [Singletary]
to the room has really been
a big addition. He’s a smart
kid. He hasn’t played a lot of
football in college. Obviously
being at Georgia he was able to
be around some good coaches
and in a good culture. He’s still
young, but he’s a smart player
that retains information. He

takes the meeting to the field.
And that’s what gives himself
a chance.

“Kee’yon [Stewart] has been
a great addition as well. He’s
a very talented kid that has
played a lot of football. I'm still
pushing him to strain more.
That’s the thing, he’s got to
practice more like the stan-
dard here at Arkansas. And
it’s getting better, but he’s still
got some improvement to do.
Jaylon Braxton, as you all men-
tioned earlier, he’s a kid that’s
very talented. Hasn’t played
any college football. With him
being here in the spring, it was
really, really good for him. So
right now we feel good with
those four corners. That’s what
allowed for us to move Snaxx
inside. Snaxx is a guy that is
very versatile. Right now we
need more depth at the Hog po-
sition, which is nickel, and he’s
been a great addition. It’s been
a smooth transition for him.
He’s another high football I1Q
guy, so it wasn’t hard for him
to be able to slide inside and
pick up like he had been there
already. It’s been a great move.
At the end of the day, we’re just
trying to find the best five to
put on the field to get us in the
best position to be successful.”

Singletary came from Geor-
gia, Stewart from TCU and
the Hogs also added safety
Alfahiym Walcott from Baylor.
Walcott is working at safety
and pushing Jayden Johnson
and others for a starting spot
next to Hudson Clark.

“Uhhh, yeah, he has,” Wood-
son said. “Nothing is solidified
right now. He and we still have
a lot of work to do between now
and Sept. 2. But Al has done a
phenomenal job being that he
missed the entire spring due
to injury and didn’t get full-go
until July. So he’s a great play-
er. Played a lot of good football.
It’s important to him. Again,
he shows up with a coach’s
mindset, takes good notes in
meetings, is very detailed with
the meetings and how he goes
about things. So again, right
now he’s competing for the
starting spot, but nothing is
solidified right now.”

At safety, true freshman TJ

Absolutely. I think
we're headed in the
right direction. It
started with what | just
said, coming together
as a group with a lot of
new faces in the room.
And then just coming
together to improve
daily. That's what those
guys have done.

They seek daily
improvement.”

Marcus Woodson

Metcalf has seemingly made
a move similar to Braxton at
cornerback.

“Absolutely,” Woodson said.
“Yes sir. Again, him being here
in the spring is really big for
him. He’s a smart kid that re-
tains information, as well. Has
a lot of talent. He’s a mature
kid, as well, beyond his years.
So for him, he’s a kid that has
ice in his veins, comes from
a really good high school. So
I’'m expecting for him to be a
big impact for the defense this
year.”

While Johnson is looking
good at the Hog spot Woodson
named one other player who
has impressed as well.

“J-Lew (Jaylen Lewis),”
Woodson said. “He still has
some things to improve at just
like we all do, but Jaylen is
someone who is going to help
this team in a big way. He’s still
competing for that spot. He’s
had a pretty good camp up until
this point. Still got some things
to clean up on in terms of com-
munication and execution, but
he’s working everyday to get to
that point.”

Singletary was a five-star
recruit who went to Georgia
last year, but failed to make an
impact. He left and it appears
he’s set to make a big impact at
Arkansas this fall.

“He’s a selfless kid,” Wood-
son said. “He’s someone that

came in and really adapted
to the guys as if he had been
here the whole time. Again,
he’s super talented, but the
most important thing is his
love for the sport. He loves
football. If you love football
and you’ve got talent, success
is going to happen for you. I'm
so excited to coach him. Again,
we needed a corner to come in
and challenge the other guys
to be better, and he’s done that.
He’s a kid that’s going to have a
phenomenal year for us.”
With 11 practices behind
them and the Sept. 2 opener
against Western Carolina in
Little Rock growing nearer
Woodson talked about what will
be the focus going forward.
“Communication,” Woodson
said. “You know that’s the main
thing for us. We want to play
clean Razorback football. And,
you know, 10 guys can be play-
ing the same call and one guy
get the wrong call and it’s a
breakdown in the defense on
the back end. And as you know,
we can’t have any breakdowns
because when something bad
happens on the back end we
the last level of defense and
everyone in the stadium knows
it. So at the end of the day if we
continue to communicate — we
can fix the physical piece of it.
“But the mental piece and
the communication is some-
thing that they have to take
ownership in. And being on the
same page. And I'm confident
that as long we continue to
improve our communication,
execute the defense and do
your job within the defense,
we can play with anybody in
the country. So I’m just excited
to see the steps that we must
take going forward. Again it’s
a lot of work that still has to
be done until September 2nd.
The communication is the first
piece. And just continuing to be
disciplined, to do your job with
the right technique and making
sure your eyes are on the right
spot. You know, so communica-
tion and eye discipline — those
are the biggest two things for
me that I want to see as a coach
improve in the group.”
Arkansas will return to the
practice fields on Thursday.

26 athletes with Arkansas ties competing in 2023 Worlds

By UA COMMUNICATIONS

Arkansas will be represented
by 26 athletes spread among
eight countries during the 2023
edition of the World Athletics
Championships held at the new
National Athletics Center in
Budapest, Hungary, from Au-
gust 19-27.

The group of athletes with
ties to the Razorback track
and field program include 13
current athletes, eight alums,
and a group of five who train
in Fayetteville. Countries rep-
resented by the Arkansas crew
include United States (11), Ja-
maica (8), Great Britain (2),
Bahamas, Bermuda, Puerto
Rico, Slovenia, and South Af-
rica.

In the 40th year of the World
Athletics Championships,
which started on a four-year
cycle in Helsinki, Finland, in
1983, the global outdoor event
will be held for the first time
in consecutive years due to
COVID-19 disrupting the nor-
mal two-year cycle, which

started in 1993.

Arkansas alum Tina Sutej
will contest her sixth World
Outdoor Championships in the
pole vault, representing Slove-
nia. She placed fourth in 2022
after earning a bronze medal
at the 2022 World Indoors. Lat-
er last summer Sutej claimed
a silver medal at the European
Championships.

Alum Sandi Morris is com-
peting in her fifth World Out-
doors in the pole vault, where
she has collected three silver
medals in 2017, 2019, and 2022
as a member of Team USA.
Among three World Indoor
meets, Morris has claimed
a pair of gold medals (2018,
2022) and one silver (2016).

This will be the fourth World
Outdoor meet for Ryan Crous-
er, who has trained in Fayette-
ville the past few years. He en-
ters the meet as the defending
champion, meet record holder
and has improved upon the
world record he set in the shot
put last summer.

Shamier Little and Cindy

Sember, who both train with
Arkansas women’s head coach
Chris Johnson, will each com-
pete in a fourth World Outdoor
meet. Little, a silver medalist
in the 400m hurdles in 20185,
placed fourth a year ago. Sem-
ber finished fifth in the 100m
hurdles last summer.

A silver medalist in the long
jump in 2017, Jarrion Lawson
competes in his second World
Outdoors. Indoors, Lawson has
placed fourth twice in 2018 and
2022. Lawson has recovered
from rupturing his patella ten-
don last season to earn another
berth into a World Champion-
ship meet.

Ayden Owens-Delerme fin-
ished fourth in the decathlon at
the 2022 World Championships
held in Eugene, Oregon, repre-
senting Puerto Rico. This sum-
mer Owens-Delerme won the
CAC title in his first decathlon
since last summer when he led
the World decathlon field after
the first day.

Nikki Hiltz previously was
a finalist in the 1,500m during

the 2019 World Championships,
placing 12th. This season Hiltz
broke the American mile re-
cord at the Monaco Diamond
League. They claimed mile and
1,500m titles indoors, on the
road and outdoors in winning
USATF Indoor, USATF Mile
Road, and USATF Outdoor rac-
es over the course of the 2023
season.

Making World debuts in Eu-
gene a year ago were Britton
Wilson, who finished fifth in
the 400m hurdles and earned
gold as a member of the United
States 4 x 400m relay; Wayne
Pinnock, who placed ninth in
the long jump for Jamaica; and
Jah-Nhai Perinchief, who com-
peted in the qualifying round
of the triple jump for Bermuda.

This year Wilson will contest
the 400m where she broke the
American and collegiate re-
cord indoors (49.48), and then
lowered the outdoor collegiate
record three times (49.51,
49.40, 49.13) during a season
that elevated her to becoming
a Bowerman finalist.

BRASEL

Continued from Page A7

However, before getting
to the Heifer, we decided to
make a little trip to a Colora-
do Rockies game.

They were playing the
Dodgers and we were fired up
to watch the game.

Unfortunately when Becky
and Karla get together, a
credit card must die. Luckily
for the card, the death is not
a slow one that takes a while.
It is quick and nearly painless
for the card.

At Coors Field, I got into
the action of killing the credit
card.

I was standing in line with
nothing more than a hat and

Becky’s three or four things
from the store. Of course, she
shopped while I was in the
long line to check out.

While in said line, I saw
these people just go up to the
counter and the worker did
something that involved a pen
and a stamp.

When I got to the funeral
for my credit card, I asked
what was going on with those
little books.

The lady explained to me
that it was a Major League
Baseball passport.

Of course my mind was
whizzing around about the
opportunity to go to all of the
big league stadiums and have
a place where it was docu-
mented. I have mapped trips

before, but this gave me hope
of achieving that goal.

I put my foot on the neck
of that credit card and add-
ed $99 for my leather bound
passport.

Little did I know the pres-
sure that I was going to feel.

Now, when my family plans
to go somewhere, I look to see
if the hometown MLB team
is in town. Then comes the
next point of how do I get to a
game and we all still do what
we want to do as a family.

That passport is going to
get stamped. I need to see
baseball. I need to sit in the
stands, eat hot dogs and col-
lect helmets full of nachos or
popcorn.

Becky needs to add to her

collection of sweatshirts.

This love of the MLB pass-
port is just another thing
that we are doing with our
friends.

There needs to be a pass-
port for SEC Stadiums since
that is our other obsession....
and collecting sweatshirts
from every college in the
country.

Of course a passport for
SEC stadiums could be an ev-
er-changing book.

I have both of my pass-
ports. I am ready to go.

Jeff Brasel is the sports
editor of the Newton County
Times. E-mail him at sports@
newtoncountytimes.com or
follow him at twitter.com/
jeffbrasel.

ENOS
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secondary, and he’s put the ball
in a place where our receivers
can make plays, and I've been
very impressed with that. You
know, I don’t know about the
NFL as far as that because

I think everybody has their
own philosophies and how they
want to do things. But I believe
in training underneath center.
I believe in the offseason they
should train under center a lot
because I think when you’re
under center it makes you
more aware of your timing,
your rhythm and your balance
on your drops. I think a lot of
these young players now don’t
play under center ever when
they’re young. I do think that’s
a disservice for these quarter-
backs coming up because I feel
that’s where you really, really
learn and build a foundation of
balance, rhythm and timing on
passes.

“And then you should tran-
sition back into the shotgun
because that’s great as well.
But I think it’s much easier
to transition back than it is to
transition forward. And I think
it helps them develop as a pass-
er when they train under there.
So, we do a lot of training in
the offseason under there for
those reasons. I train him in
practice that way, too. And we
are under center some, as well,
because there’s some things
that fit what we do better under
center than they do in the gun.
But we’re obviously very mul-
tiple as far as we’re going to be
in the pistol, we’re going to be
in the sidecar, we’re going to
be under center. We’re going to
have the ability to do all those
things.”

Enos also likes the quar-
terbacks in his group behind
Jefferson including former
Morritlon standout Jacolby
Criswell, who transferred in
from North Carolina at mid-
term.

“We have a good group,”
Enos said. “These guys work
really hard. Jacolby, Cade For-
tin and Malachi (Singleton),
they all come to work every
day. They’ve got a blue-collar
mentality. We grind it out so we
meet a lot this time of year, and
these guys are big note-tak-
ers and listeners. It’s a really
well-rounded room. We’ve got
some young guys in the room.
Ryker Acebo is in there with
us, too. Then we’ve got some el-
der statesmen in Cade and KJ.
It’s a really well-rounded room.
It’s a talented room.

“The thing I’ve been most
impressed about is the amount
of respect they have for one
another. The guys are not in
any way jealous of one another
and all that. Which sometimes
in quarterback rooms can be
tough because only one guy is
going to play, and everybody
wants to be the guy that goes
out there when the game starts.
Obviously, KJ has really estab-
lished himself here, and I think
it’s really good to have him in
the room. Especially for the
younger players to watch a guy
and be able to mentor the guys.
I think it’s really important for
young players to have some-
one to look up to and be able to
watch and say okay that’s how
you’re supposed to do it. KJ
and Cade Fortin have certainly
played that role very well thus
far.”

Last season Jefferson missed
two games with an injury. Enos
was asked can the Hogs win
with Criswell?

“Yeah, we feel really good
about Jacolby,” Enos said. “I
think he’s had a really good
camp. He had a really good
spring. He’s got tremendous
arm talent. Like, elite arm
talent. He can make throws
into windows. I mean, he
threw a post the other day like
60-something yards in the air
into a breeze. So, he can make
some of those ‘wow’ throws
that a lot of guys can’t make.
But when you throw on top of
it that he can run, he ran 21
miles per hour plus this sum-
mer I believe. He’s a guy that
can do them both you know.
Again, he’s a little bit different
too. He’s really smart. Studies
the game. We have a lot of con-
fidence in Jacolby and I think
he’s going to continue to get
better.”

Arkansas will open the sea-
son on Saturday, Sept. 2, in
Little Rock against Western
Carolina at 3 p.m.
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Legal Notice

Legal Notice
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Legal Notice

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
NEWTON COUNTY,
ARKANSAS

CIVIL DIVISION

JOHNNY BUTLER, Il, and
STEPHANIE BULTER,

a married couple
PETITIONERS

VS.

CASE NO. 51CV-23-33
RESPONDENTS

AL MOORE and CECIL
MOORE, and all their unknown
heirs, if any, and the following
described lands in Newton
County, Arkansas: A part of the
SE 1/4 of the NE 1/4, in Section
8, T15N, R22W, 5th Principal
Meridian, Newton County, Ar-
kansas, and being more partic-
ularly described as follows;

A part of the SE 1/4 of the NE
1/4, of Section 8, T15N, R22W,
5th Principal Meridian, Newton
County, Arkansas, and being
more particularly described as
follows; Commencing at the
southwest corner thereof, a set
1/2" rebar pin with monument
cap from a previous survey,
thence along the west line there
of N 01°15' 18" E 208.71', to a
set 1/2" rebar pin, the POINT
OF BEGINNING, thence con-
tinuing along said west line N
01°15' 18" E 202.16', to a set
1/2" rebar pin, thence leaving
said west line S 87°41' 29" E
458.58', to the centerline of
Newton County Road 24,
thence along said centerline S
60°16' 31" W 269.28', and S
58°57' 37" W 107.87', thence
leaving said centerline N 87°41'
29" W 136.47', to the POINT
OF BEGINNING, containing
1.373 acres.

WARNING ORDER-NOTICE
OF QUIET TITLE PETITION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a Quiet Title Petition has
been filed in the Newton

County Circuit Court to quiet
and confirm title to the above-
described real estate in the
above Petitioner. Anyone claim-
ing an interest in said lands is
hereby notified that you must
appear and file your claim in
writing within Thirty (30) days of
the first publication of this
Notice, or be forever barred.
Vanessa Moore,

CIRCUIT CLERK

DATE: 8/14/23

1st. Pub. 8/16/23, 4t.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF

NEWTON COUNTY,

ARKANSAS

PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF THE

ESTATE OF:

JOLLY B. JONES,

Deceased

No. 51PR-2023-37-2

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT

AS EXECUTOR AND
FILING OF CLAIMS

Last known address of

decedent:

101 Harrison Street,

Jasper, Arkansas 72641

Date of Death: April 25, 2023

An instrument dated March 13,

2017, and Codicil to the Last

Will dated October 28, 2022,

was admitted to Probate on

August 04, 2023 as the Last

Will of Jolly B. Jones, de-

ceased, and the undersigned

has been appointed Executor

thereunder. Contest of the

probate of the will can be

effected only by filing a petition

within the time provided by law.

All  persons having claims

against the estate must exhibit

them, duly verified, to the

undersigned  within six (6)

months from the date of the first

publication of this notice, or

they shall be forever barred and

precluded from any benefit in

the estate. All claims for injury
or death caused by the negli-
gence of the decedent shall be
filed within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication
of the notice, or they shall be
forever barred and precluded
from any benefit in such estate.
This notice first published the
16 day of August, 2023.

/s/ Jim Carney

Administrator of the Estate

c/o Stayton & Associates, P.C.
Rowe Stayton, Attorney

405 East 3rd Street South
Prescott, AR 71857

Attorney for Estate

1st. Pub. 8/16/23, 2t.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
NEWTON COUNTY,
ARKANSAS
CIVIL DIVISION
SHERRI WRIGHT
PLAINTIFF
VS.
CASE NO. 51CV-23-30
BONNIE COOPER
DEFENDANT

NOTICE OF QUIET TITLE

ACTION

Notice is hereby given that a

Petition has been filed in the
office of the Circuit Clerk of
Newton County, Arkansas, to
quiet and confirm title in and to
the following described pieces
of real property in Newton
County, Arkansas:
THE WEST /2 OF THE WEST
1/20F THE NE '/« OF SECTION
10, TOWNSHIP 15 NORTH,
RANGE 21 WEST, CONTAIN-
ING 40.44 ACRES, MORE OR
LESS.

Any person claiming any title
or interest of any kind to the
described piece of real property
is hereby notified. All persons
who claim any interest in the
land or lien thereon shall
appear in the court and show

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

Call Neil McConnell at (501) 374-1500 to place your ad here!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Crafters & Vendors
Needed! BOOTH SPACE

IS AVAILABLE- 3 separate
events in Jacksonville, AR:
FestiVille , Sept. 2, 2023, Lots
of Family Fun. 46th Annual
Craft Sale - Nov. 17-18, 2023
, Gifts & Christmas Crafts.
Spring Bridal Show 2024
(exact date not set)nLots of
foot traffic for ALL events! Call
501-982-4171 to reserve your
booth(s) today!

FOR SALE

CAST IRON COMMERCIAL
KETTLE CORN COOKER

Very good condition.
Call 870-350-4153.

HELP WANTED

Seeking a fulfilling career
doing meaningful work
with amazing children,
and people who care?

Apply today at:
www.pccar.org

Or call 501-945-3177
for more info.

Pediatric
Complex Care
o+ Arkansas

Arkansas Press Association
is hiring Account Executives
| Send your resume and
cover letter to: ashley@
arkansaspress.org  Position
based in Little Rock

YAy

TRUCKING

CLASSAorB
DUMP DRIVERS

Independent Owner/Operators
Family Owned and Local
NEW Equipment, local routes,
home every night.

Life and Health Insurance,
pay percentage of truck gross.
3 years driving experience,

1 violation, no accidents.

Call us at: 501-661-8114

FOR SALE

2015 KUBOTA SVL90-2
track skid steer, open
ROPS, 2-Speed, 80"
Bucket, High-Flow
Hydraulics 14-Pin
Electrical, 3125 Hours,
GOOD MACHINE IN
HUNTSVILLE, AR
303-475-5095

Use Happy Jack® Seal
N Heal® on dogs, cats &
horses to close wounds
with a bitter taste. Allow
healing. Distributed by K&K
Vet Supply (479-361-1516)
(www.fleabeacon.com)

SERVICES

Applying for Social Security
Disability or Appealing a
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon
& Assoc. Our case managers
simplify the process & work
hard to help with your case.
Call 1-888-510-3017 FREE
Consultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

FREE high speed internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension,  Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom
today! 1-888-860-0146

Week of August 21, 2023

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak
Data. FAST download speeds.
WiFi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers!
Limited Time, Call 1-844-717-
1819

Donating your vehicle?
Get more! Free Towing.
Tax Deductible. Plus a $200
restaurant voucher and a
2-night/3-day hotel stay at one
of 50 locations. Call Heritage for
the Blind to donate your vehicle
today - 1-866-587-0119

Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator. $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-877-319-0598

Choose EarthLink Fiber
Internet for speeds up to 5
Gigs, no data caps, no throttling.
Prices starting at $54.95. Plus,
a $100 gift card when you make
the switch. Call 1-844-211-6606

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates!
We specialize in safe bathing.
Beautiful walk in showers with
no slip flooring. Also, grab bars
and seated showers available.
Waiving All Installation Costs,
Plus No Interest and No
Payments for 1 Year: 877-554-
2862

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us take
the stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist, call
877-912-0653

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES!
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT,
Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 888-690-2346

UPDATE YOUR HOME with
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make
it convenient to shop from home.
Professional installation.  Top
quality - Made in the USA. Call
for free consultation: 844-461-
0600. Ask about our specials!

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson,
Martin, Fender, Gretsch,
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite,
Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
461-0925

695309ch

NW

cause why the title of petitioner
should not be confirmed.
Respectfully submitted,
Sherri Wright

Donnie Davis,

Circuit Clerk or Deputy Clerk
Date: 7-21-23

(SEAL)

Prepared by: /s/ Ben Honaker
Ben Honaker

Honaker Law

Arkansas Bar No. 2017108
124 W. Capitol, Suite 1900
Little Rock, AR 72201
Telephone: 501.247.6975
Email:
ben@benhonakerlaw.com
1st. Pub. 8/02/23, 4t.

AGRI-BUSINESS
Equipment & Supplies

2015 KUBOTA SVL90-2 track skid
steer, open ROPS, 2-Speed, 80
Bucket, High-Flow Hydraulics
14-Pin Electrical, 3125 Hours,
good machine in Huntsville, AR
303-475-5095.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notices

CRAFTERS & VENDORS Needed!
BOOTH SPACE IS AVAILABLE- 3
separate events in Jacksonville,
AR: FestiVille, Sept. 2, 2023, Lots
of Family Fun. 46th Annual Craft
Sale - Nov. 17-18, 2023, Gifts &
Christmas Crafts. Spring Bridal
Show 2024 (exact date not set).
A lot of foot traffic for ALL
events! Call 501-982-4171 to
reserve your booth(s) today!

INFORMATION FOR
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENTS

The Newton County Times
reserves the right to correctly
classify and edit copy, or to
reject or cancel any ad at any
time. All ads placed by phone
are read back to advertisers
at the time of the placement.
Twenty words minimum
charge. Copy changes during
schedule may constitute a
new ad and new charges.
Some classified categories
require prepayment. Please
check your ad for errors THE
FIRST DAY it appears. We will
not be responsible for incor-
rect ads after the FIRST DAY
of publication. Errors (phone
numbers, prices, addresses,
dates) in ads will be corrected
and run again at no charge.
MINOR misspellings are not
considered significant errors
and refunds or extra runs will
not apply. Absolutely no
changes or cancellations can
be made on day of publica-
tion. Changes and cancella-
tions must be made before
noon day prior to publication.
The publisher assumes no
financial responsibility for er-
rors or for the omission of
copy. Liability of errors shall
not exceed the cost of that
portion of space occupied by
such error. Major claims for
adjustments for errors must
be made within 5 days of
invoice, otherwise such
claims will not be considered.

RECIPE OF THE WEEK

Strawberry Poke Cake

Ingredients:
1 box white cake mix
1 box Strawberry Jello
.3 ounce box
8 ounces Cool Whip topping
thawed

Strawberry Topping:
1 cup fresh strawberries
1/4 cup sugar
1/2 tablespoon lemon juice

Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

Prepare cake batter per the
package directions. Pour bat-
ter into a 9x13 glass baking
dish and bake.

While the cake is in the
oven, add the strawberries,
sugar and lemon juice to a
medium pot and cook for 5
minutes or until the strawber-
ries soften and a sauce starts
to thicken.

Pour into a bowl and set
aside.

Remove the cake from the
oven and let it cool for 15-20
minutes.

Mix the jello packet (with
the amount of water listed on
the box) in a large measuring
cup or jar for easy pouring.

After the cake is no longer
hot, poke holes all around the
cake with the end of a
wooden spoon.

Pour the entire jello mixture
evenly over the top of the
entire cake.

Then spread the strawberry
sauce over top of the entire
cake.

Place the cake in the refrig-
erator for at least 2-3 hours to
set.

Remove from refrigerator
and spread entire cake evenly
with cool whip.

Top with additional fresh
strawberries if desired.

Our customers get good
results when they advertise in
the Newton County Times.

EMPLOYMENT
Miscellaneous

The ticket to a dream
job might really be a
scam. To protect you,
call the Federal Trade
Commission toll free
1-877-FTC HELP, or visit
www.ftc.gov. A public
service message from
the NCT and the FTC.

Transportation/Drivers

QUALITY TRUCKING CLASS A or
B Dump Drivers. Independent
Owner/Operators Family Owned
and Local.New equipment, local
routes, home every night. Life
and Health Insurance pay per-
centage of truck gross. 3 years
driving experience, 1 violation,
no accidents. Call us at
501-661-8114.

FINANCIAL
Services

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.
Our case managers simplify the
process & work hard to help
with your case. Call
1-888-510-3017 FREE Consulta-
tion. Local Attorneys Nationwide
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington
DC. Office: Office: Broward Co.
FL (TX/NM Bar.)

DIRECTV. NEW 2-YEAR Price
Guarantee. The most live MLB
games this season, 200+ chan-
nels and over 45,000 on-demand
titles. $84.99/mo for 24 months
with CHOICE Package. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-855-400-3297

PREPARE FOR POWER outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote -
Call now before the next power
outage: 1-877-319-0598

MERCHANDISE
Miscellaneous

USE XYLECIDE® ANTI-FUNGAL
shampoo to provide heat relief
on dogs & horses. Eliminates
shedding & doggy odor. Distrib-
uted by K&K Vet Supply
(479-361-1516) (www.fleabeaco
n.com)

RECREATION
Campers & Trailers

e | i

2005 CARDINAL 5TH wheel, 38 ft
camper, 3 slides, $10,500.
870-577-3124

SERVICES
Auto Repair

WINDSHIELD REPAIR

Repair without
Replacement.
Serving NW Arkansas
741-8353 « 688-1277
ACTION
Charles Parker, Owner
¢100% Guarantee
eFast, Free Mobile Service
FREE repair with proper
insurance coverage.
"l want to $ave you money
NOT sell windshields"

Home Services

General Laborer
Powered by Christ.
Veteran owned.

Any errands, remodeling,
lawn care, veterinarian rides,
trees, gardening,
groceries, etc.

870-265-0922

TRANSPORTATION
Trucks, 4x4's, SUV's

1999 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
pickup, 85,459 miles. Looks new,
2 wheel drive, reg. cab, new
tires, one owner, only $8,000.
(SOLD)

Medical/Dental

NOW HIRING: RN'S and LPN's!
Seeking a fulfilling career doing
meaningful work with amazing
children, and people who care?
Apply today at: www.pccar.org
Or call 501-945-3177 for more
info.

Lawn/Garden/Landscape

OZARK LAWNSCAPING
Mowing, Trimming, Hedging,
& Debris haul off.
Gutters Cleaned.
Power Washing.

Free Estimates.
Spring Cleaning.
870-688-2161 Cell

Painting

PAINTING PROFESSIONALS -
Newton Co
Exterior, Interior, Decks,
Trim, Windows
Contact E Waters 719-293-4141
Free Estimates.

REAL ESTATE RENTALS
Homes For Rent

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE
All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise
"any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
family status or nationality
origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination™
Family status includes chil-
dren under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodi-
an, pregnant women and
people securing custody of
children under 18.
This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which is
in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are availa-
ble on an equal opportunity
basis.
To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at
1-800-669-9777. The toll-free
telephone number for the
hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

If you're an employer locking
to recruit the finest, you can
count on the Times to get your
message out. The Newton
County Times serves a five-
county area, 20 your ad will be
seen,  Call  (870)  446-2645
today!

TURN YOUR
STUFF INTO

/-Day
Classified

] - A *‘;
Call 741 -SEI.‘Lio_[ Details!

]
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Organic Certification Cost Share Program open for applications

Staff Report

LITTLE ROCK— The Arkan-
sas Department of Agriculture
is now accepting applications
from producers for reimburse-
ment under the United States
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) National Organic Cer-
tification Cost Share Program.
Organic certification fees paid
between the dates of October
1, 2022 - September 30, 2023,
are eligible. Applications for

reimbursement are available
at cognitoforms.com/ Arkan-
sasAgriculturel/NationalOr-
ganicCertificationCostShare-
Application and are due by
November 1, 2023.
Reimbursement for 75 per-
cent of eligible certification
costs up to $750 is available
for operators who have been
certified by a USDA-accred-
ited certifying agent. Certifi-
cation costs that have already
been reimbursed through the

USDA Farm Service Agency
or other agencies are not eligi-
ble. The Arkansas Department
of Agriculture administers the
USDA National Organic Certi-
fication Cost Share Program
through funding provided by
the USDA.

“Anything we can do to help
offset costs for Arkansas pro-
ducers is a win for agricul-
ture, which is our state’s larg-
est industry,” says Arkansas
Secretary of Agriculture Wes

Ward. “We appreciate the op-
portunity to partner with the
USDA on this program that
provides important cost-share
assistance to an expanding sec-
tor of Arkansas’s agricultural
industry.”

According to the latest data
available from the USDA Na-
tional Agricultural Statistic
Service, certified organic pro-
duction in Arkansas has grown
significantly since 2012. From
2012 to 2021, the number of

farms producing certified or-
ganic commodities increased
from 32 farms to 82. Sales of
certified organically produced
commodities increased from
$789,000 in 2012 to over $110
million in 2021, an increase of
over 13,900 percent.

For questions about the ap-
plication or the reimbursement
process, contact Karen Reyn-
olds at 501-529- 1630 or karen.
reynolds@agriculture.arkan-
sas.gov.

Help spruce up Lost Valley Sept. 9

Are you, your family, U.S.

in 1919, probably

way 43 between Ponca

Cooperative Extension Service receives
CDC High ObesHy Program fundlng

or your group (scouts,
4H, Master Gardeners)
looking for a volunteer
opportunity in a beau-
tiful setting? Look no
further. Buffalo Nation-
al River Partners, the
official Friends group
of the Buffalo National
River, will be conducting
a stilt grass pull in Lost
Valley on Saturday, Sep-
tember 9.

Stilt grass is an inva-
sive species native to
Asia. It appeared in the

hitching a ride as packing
material for shipments
from China. Wherever
it grows, it crowds out
native plants. The good
news: it’s easy to pull up.
The bad news: it’s really
hard to eradicate. Howev-
er, for several years now
efforts in Lost Valley, the
most visited area in the
Buffalo National River,
is paying off.

Lost Valley is located

and Boxley. Follow the
signs. To find out more
and to sign up, go to the
Buffalo National River
Partners calendar for
Sept. at bnrpartners.org/
calendar .

in the Buffalo National
River park just off high-
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ARKANSAS WEEKLY LIVESTOCK
Wednesday, August 16, 2023

Total Receipts: 969 1,026 489

Feeder Cattle: 744 (76.8%) 795 (77.5%) 320965.4%)
Slaughter Cattle: 190 (19.6) 171(16.7%) 104 (21.3%)
Replacement Cattle: 35(3.6%) 60 (5.8%) 65 (13.5%)

Compared to last week: Feeder steers under 700 Ibs mostly steady to 8.00 higher with a few 750-800 Ibs 1.00 lower.
Feeder heifers mostly 2.00-8.00 higher. Supply moderate with good demand. Slaughter cows 1.00-4.00 lower. Slaughter
bulls 5.00 lower. Supply included: 77% Feeder Cattle (38% Steers, 1% Dairy Steers, 41% Heifers, 20% Bulls); 20% Slaughter
(attle (87% Cows, 13% Bulls); 4% Replacement Cattle (7% Stock Cows, 81% Bred Cows, 4% Bred Heifers, 4% Cow-Calf Pairs,
4% Heifer Pairs). Feeder cattle supply over 600 bs was 27%.

HEIFERS-Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)

FEEDER CATTLE HEIFERS-Medium and Large 3 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)
STEERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt) Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price 4 315-317 317 209.00-210.00 209.25
1 315 315 327.00 327.00 1 490 490 170.00 170.00
6 355-398 388 310.00-317.00 315.44 1 500 500 190.00 190.00
15 400-445 423 285.00-311.00 298.42 1 595 595 201.00 201.00
15 460-490 477 275.00-311.00 296.32 BULLS-Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)
8 500-532 523 281.00-302.00 285.89 Head WtRange Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
17 560-570 564 271.00-291.00 283.91 14 355-388 381 275.00-305.00 287.08
24 602-630 609 249.00-277.00 267.47 9 418-437 430 281.00-297.00 291.81
7 610 610 253.00 253.00 15 465-490 480 259.00-281.00 277.87
13 662-678 668  256.00-268.00 263.69 29 500-545 515 250.00-275.00 265.07
12 704 704 249.00 249.00 7 565-590 582 245.00-249.00 247.87
15 753-776 m 243.00-248.00 243.98 7 600-645 617 231.00-241.00 236.58
3 655-665 660 220.00-223.00 221.01
STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt) 4 720-748 741 209.00-221.00 21191
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price . . .
9 447 447 293.00 293.00 6 762-765 763 198.00-205.00 203.83
24 529-536 533 269.00-279.00 27293 BULLS-Medium and Large 2 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)
16 559-576 566 258.00-278.00 266.16 Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
6 601 601 245.00 245.00 4 375-398 388 243.00-255.00 246.67
STEERS - Medium and Large 2 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt) 2 40 430 267.00 267.00
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price 4 450-460 458 217.00-253.00 24415
4 350-395 376 269.00-279.00 me ! 335 535 235.00 235.00
9 400-440 425 255.00-283.00 27237 4 570-582 579 211.00-241.00 229.10
13 455-495 479 255.00-277.00 maw 3 610-645 621 196.00-220.00 203.79
10 505-545 521 235.00-265.00 25666 690 690 190.00 190.00
2 550-580 565 246.00-249.00 w746 3 28 728 185.00 185.00
5 632-638 634 232.00-251.00 24336 BULLS - Medium and Large 3 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)
7 717-744 732 223.00-230.00 227.06 Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
. 7 333 333 201.00 201.00
STEERS - Medium and Large 3 (Per_(wt/ActuaI Wt) ) 1 460 460 217.00 217.00
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
1 420 420 195.00 195.00 SLAUGHTER CATTLE
1 470 470 209.00 209.00 COWS - Breaker 75-80% (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)
1 510 510 215.00 215.00 Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
1 670 670 197.00 197.00 31 905-1370 1132 96.00-108.00 103.46
DAIRY STEERS - Large 3 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt) 27 975-1485 121 108.00-118.00 110.72
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price COWS - Boner 80-85% (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)
2 452 452 107.00 107.00 Head WtRange Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
2 522 522 107.00 107.00 31 905-1370 1132 96.00-108.00 103.46
HEIFERS-Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt) 27 975-1485 1211 108.00-118.00 110.72
Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price COWS - Lean 85-90% (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)
2 305335 320 257.00-271.00 263.67 Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price
7 360-380 369 264.00-270.00 26611 g5 850-1170 1021 89.00-100.00 03,81
% 408-448 a7 530027300 % s 9251220 1052 101.00-107.00 103.15
2 462-495 a1 25400-270.00 %32 9101085 93 75.00-88.00 84.04
49 500-540 519 240.00-270.00 5548 4 765-1005 80 62.00-72.00 67.25
8 544 544 259.00 2900 4 635 635 55.00 55.00
7 550-580 556 239.00-258.00 248.93
7 600-641 630 229.00-234.00 B1.13 REPLACEMENT CATTLE
13 665 665 241.00 241.00 STOCK COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
6 712-740 724 207.00-215.00 212.00 Age Stage Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range  Avg Price
5 730-738 735 223.00-226.00 224.81 2-4 0 2 765975 870  104.00-112.00 107.52
8 947 947 196.00 196.00 BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt)

Age Stage Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price

Mead  Wehange  AvgWt brcRange  Mvgbice 24 T3 1001225 1132 1050011800 11091
2% 381-385 383 251.00-261.00 k603 S8 T 145 1145 10300 103.00
9 572 572 246.00 246.00 58 123 3 945-1195 1092 103.00-115.00 109.71
4 800 800 211.00 211.00 >8 123 10 1025-1405 1229  102.00-117.00 107.65
HEIFERS-Medium and Large 2 (Per Cwt/Actual Wt) BRED COWS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Unit/Actual Wt)

Head Wt Range Avg Wt Price Range Avg Price Age Stage Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  AvgPrice
6 310-342 327 230.00-241.00 236.49 2-4 1l 1 1115 115 1450.00  1450.00
4 365-385 375 230.00-262.00 242.85 2-4 T2-3 4 995-1160 1080 1250-1600  1424.16
8 408-435 427 240.00-251.00 246.04 BRED HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Unit / Actual Wt)
12 450-498 485 219.00-249.00 238.23 Age Stage Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  AvgPrice
15 505-545 529 210.00-241.00 231.00 <2 12-3 1 860 860 1075.00  1075.00
5 555-580 570 227.00-233.00 2079 COW-CALF PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ 150-300 Ibs calf

1 635 635 209.00 209.00 Age Stage Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  AvgPrice
5 655-695 680 201.00-214.00 210.91 5-8 0 1 1285 1285 1600.00  1600.00
1 710 710 182.00 182.00 HEIFER PAIRS - Medium and Large 1-2 w/ <150 Ibs calf

3 782 782 190.00 190.00 Age Stage Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  AvgPrice
1 810 810 180.00 180.00 <2 0 1 770 770 1000.00  1000.00

Please Note: The above USDA LPGMN price report is reflective of the majority of classes and grades of livestock offered for sale. There may be instances where
some sales do not fit within reporting guidelines and therefore will not be included in the report. Prices are reported on an FOB basis, unless otherwise noted.

NORTH ARKANSAS LIVESTOCK AUCTION
304 W. Main e Green Forest, AR 72638
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By REBEKAH HALL
U of A System
Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — In
many rural Arkansas
counties, access to healthy
food, nutrition education
and safe places for phys-
ical activity are limited,
contributing to higher
rates of obesity. To help
improve these conditions,
the Cooperative Extension
Service has received a
five-year, $4 million grant
from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s High Obesity
Program.

The Cooperative Exten-
sion Service, the outreach
arm of the University of
Arkansas System Division
of Agriculture, is one of
16 land grant universities
selected to receive funding
to implement the CDC’s
High Obesity Program.
The program funds uni-
versities working with lo-
cal cooperative extension
services in mostly rural
counties where 40 percent
or more of adults have obe-
sity.

Bryan Mader, extension
assistant professor and
health specialist for the
Division of Agriculture,
said this is the first round
of funding in a five-year
grant cycle. The High
Obesity Program will be
implemented in Bradley,
Crittenden, Desha, Drew,
Hempstead, Phillips, Mon-
roe and St. Francis coun-
ties.

According to the CDC,
obesity in the United
States affects more than
100 million adults and 14
million children, account-
ing for approximately $173
billion in annual health-
care costs. In 2021, the
adult obesity rate in Ar-
kansas was 38.7 percent.
That same year, 37.1 per-
cent of Arkansas youth
aged 10-17 qualified as
overweight or obese, ac-
cording to the CDC.

Mader said this funding
will support programming
that addresses food secu-
rity, safe and accessible
opportunities for physical
activity, family healthy
weight programs, breast-
feeding and early child-
hood education. Extension
will work closely with the
selected communities to
implement these import-
ant programs, Mader said.

A i F ke o
AR AL
PLAY FOR ALL — As part of Cooperative Extension

Service efforts to reduce rates of obesity in Arkansas,
extension worked with the City of Forrest City and the
Food Bank of Northeast Arkansas to renovate Stuart
Springs Park with accessible playground equipment,

new signage, bike racks and walking tracks.

OF AGRICULTURE PHOTO

“All of this work will be
done in cooperation with
community-based orga-
nizations as well as com-
munity members them-
selves,” he said. “That’s
everyone from local gov-
ernment, healthcare clin-
ics and hospitals — such
as UAMS East in Phillips
County — to organizations
such as food pantries, food
banks and early childcare
education centers, as well
as community members
who will be participating
in the programs that we
put in place.”

Creating sustainable
solutions

This is the third High
Obesity Program grant
to be awarded to the Co-
operative Extension Ser-
vice in Arkansas, the first
having been awarded in
2014. Mader said the goal
of the program is to not
only achieve statistical
improvements in health
outcomes, but also create
sustainable programs that
will continue to improve
quality of life in the select-
ed counties.

“We’re hoping to cre-
ate sustainability through
collaboration, so that in
the end, these communi-
ties have built capacity to
support health promotion
programs and make sure
that they’re able to con-
tinue improving health
outcomes, especially once
grant funding ends,” Mad-
er said. “We’re also look-
ing to position extension
as being a trusted partner
in communities for deliv-
ering public health inter-
ventions and public health
programming.”

During the previous
grant cycle, the Cooper-

DIVISION

ative Extension Service
has made progress in ad-
dressing health disparities
related to poor nutrition,
physical inactivity and
obesity.

“We do a lot of work
through food pantries and
food banks to increase ac-
cess to food,” said Jessica
Vincent, extension com-
munity and public health
outreach specialist for the
Division of Agriculture.
“Part of that work involves
expanding food pantries
by providing the necessary
items they need to bring
in and distribute healthier
food options, such as prop-
er shelving, refrigeration
and freezers.”

Vincent said extension
established a mobile food
pantry in Phillips County
with the help of Phillips
County Judge Clark Hall.
Hall allows the use of a 30-
foot cargo trailer owned by
the county, which is oth-
erwise used only during
elections.

“We equipped that car-
go trailer with shelving,
refrigeration and a bat-
tery-operated generator,”
Vincent said. “That trailer
now goes through the very
remote areas of Phillips
County to serve residents
who can’t get into the main
Helena-West Helena area
to get their food.”

In St. Francis County,
extension assisted with the
renovation of a local park
and is currently renovat-
ing a second in partnership
with the City of Forrest
City and the Food Bank of
Northeast Arkansas. This
includes installing new, ac-
cessible playground equip-
ment, signage, bike racks
and walking tracks.

AR agriculture agents want to hear how you use
extension farm, livestock, garden resources

By MARY HIGHTOWER
U of A System
Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — Ex-
tension agriculture agents
from all 75 Arkansas
counties want to know
how their constituents use
the livestock, forage and
gardening resources of
the Cooperative Extension
Service, and have opened
a survey for feedback.

The Cooperative Exten-
sion Service is the out-
reach arm of the Univer-
sity of Arkansas System
Division of Agriculture.
Its aim is to share re-
search-based knowledge
about a wide range of

topics including farming,
gardening and raising
livestock.

“We’ve opened an on-
line survey with questions
about how people find out
about and use specific
resources of ours,” said
Brad Runsick, the Bax-
ter County extension staff
chair who initiated the
survey.

The survey doesn’t ad-
dress row or field crops.

“Our mission each year,
in planning our work, is to
provide a relevant service
to the people we serve,”
Runsick said. “I and my
fellow agents truly want
to plan our work for the
coming year based on

feedback from the peo-
ple we are helping now
and hope to help in the
future.”

The nine-question sur-
vey should take only a few
minutes to complete. The
survey will remain open
until 11:59 p.m. on Sept.
15.

Some of the resources
offered by the Cooperative
Extension Service include
publications on gardening,
soil testing and other di-
agnostic services, as well
as production meetings
where farmers and ranch-
ers can hear about rel-
evant recommendations
and be face-to-face with
land grant experts.
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Northark named No. 7 ‘Best Gommunity Gollege in Arkansas

Staff Report

BestColleges.com, a leading
online resource for students, and
leading authority in higher edu-
cation research and college plan-
ning, is pleased to announce the
updated list for Best Community
Colleges in Arkansas of 2023.
Among numerous higher educa-
tion institutions across the na-
tion, North Arkansas College has
emerged as a standout due to its
associate degrees, technical cer-

tificates, business and industry
training, and education courses.

“We’re pleased this ranking
affirms our focus on academics,
skills and workforce training,”
said President Rick Massengale.
“In addition to academic rigor
within our programs, our faculty
and staff go above and beyond
to deliver a holistic approach to
learning. We ensure students have
access to the latest technologies
to learn from home, including
providing laptops and internet

hot spots. When combined with
a bustling campus full of stu-
dent events and organizations,
the overall goal is to create a
life-changing learning experi-
ence that prepares them for their
future career.”

BestColleges.com’s ranking
recognizes education institutions
that have established high-quality
community college curriculum
in 2023

According to BestCollege’s
website, rankings are based on

statistical data and consistent
principles such as academic
quality, affordability, and online
competency. Since 2014, their
aim with college rankings is to
provide an objective assessment
of relative quality, considering
academic outcomes, affordability,
and the breadth and depth of on-
line learning opportunities.

The rankings evaluate aca-
demic quality by examining the
number of students graduating
in specific majors, indicating a

school’s commitment to those pro-
grams. The affordability score
considers program cost, student
loan rates, and post-graduation
loan repayment ability. They fur-
ther assess the quality of online
offerings based on program avail-
ability, student enrollment, and
the school’s investment in remote
learners.

For more information about the
Best Community Colleges rank-
ings and methodology, please visit
BestColleges.com.

Hundreds of new state laws now in effect

Back to

From the Arkansas Senate

LITTLE ROCK - Most of
the bills that were approved
by the legislature earlier
this year became law on
August 1.

Among the most import-
ant measures taking effect
is the LEARNS Act, which
raises teacher minimum sal-
aries to $50,000 a year and
makes sweeping changes
in the public school finance
formula.

LEARNS is an acronym
that stands for Literacy,
Empowerment, Accountabil-
ity, Readiness, Networking,
School Safety.

Another important bill is
Act 659, the Protect Arkan-
sas Act, which lengthens
prison sentences for violent
offenders and requires pris-
on inmates to work harder to
qualify for parole. Making
offenders serve longer sen-
tences would bring Arkan-
sas sentencing guidelines
more in line with those used
by federal prisons, where
people convicted of federal

crimes serve almost all of
their sentence.

To more effectively imple-
ment Act 659, lawmakers ap-
proved funding in separate
legislation for 3,000 more
prison beds.

Act 584 creates a new fel-
ony of “death by delivery”
for dealers who lace their
illegal drugs with fentan-
yl, resulting in the death of
users. The penalties range
from 20 years to life.

Act 264 tightens up re-
quirements for scrap metal
dealers who must maintain
records of buying recycled
parts, such as catalytic con-
verters. The bill also makes
it a Class C felony to possess
stolen converters. It will be
illegal to buy or possess a
catalytic converter if it has
been removed from a car
the person does not own.

Act 629 prohibits the sale
of Delta 8 products, a mar-
ijuana product made legal
by the passage of federal
Farm Bill in 2018, which
legalized hemp production.
The law has a loophole that

allows for extraction of the
ingredients that go into Del-
ta 8. Previously, it was sold
in stores with no regulation
of packaging or marketing.
The act has been challenged
by manufacturers and sell-
ers of the product.

Another high-profile bill
has been challenged in the
courts. Act 372 gives par-
ents more options to have
offensive material relocat-
ed or removed from local
libraries and school librar-
ies.

After making an objection
to the librarian and if nec-
essary making an appeal to
the library board, parents
then can appeal to the coun-
ty Quorum Court or City
Council. Both are composed
of people elected by voters.

Act 372 removes the cur-
rent exemption that protects
librarians from criminal
prosecution. If librarians
knowingly maintain mate-
rial that is deemed obscene,
they could be prosecuted.

Act 612 makes pornogra-
phy websites liable for harm

they cause to minors, and re-
quires them to make reason-
able efforts to require age
verification. For example,
they can require a digital
ID before allowing viewers
to access the site.

Act 689 would require so-
cial media sites to verify the
age of users, and users un-
der the age of 18 would need
parental permission. Pros-
ecutors could seek fines of
$2,500 per violation against
the social media companies.

Other new laws affect
transgender people, and
physicians who perform
medical procedures to
change genders. Act 274 al-
lows medical malpractice
lawsuits against physicians
who perform gender trans-
formation procedures on
children, for up to 15 years
after the minor turns 18. In
most medical malpractice
cases the limit is two years
after the injury.

Act 777 clarifies that you
don’t need a permit to car-
ry a concealed firearm in
Arkansas.

Income Tax School offers in-person, virtual
training for advanced income tax preparation

By REBEKAH HALL
U of A System
Division of Agriculture

LITTLE ROCK — For Ar-
kansans interested in ad-
vanced income tax prepa-
ration, the University of
Arkansas System Division
of Agriculture will offer
five in-person and virtual
Income Tax School training
courses later this year.

The Income Tax School
is offered through the Com-
munity, Professional and
Economic Development unit
of the Cooperative Exten-
sion Service. Each of the
two-day courses will pro-
vide information about the
latest tax code updates and
insight into what taxpayers
can expect for the 2024 tax
season.

“As one of only a few tax

school options in Arkansas,
we offer high-quality, af-
fordable federal tax educa-
tion that fits your schedule,”
said Kim Magee, director of
the Income Tax School for
the extension service. “We
provide the information you
want and continuing profes-
sional education you need
every year.”

In-person training will be
offered in four Arkansas
cities:

Jonesboro: Nov. 13-14 at
the Arkansas State Univer-
sity Delta Center for Eco-
nomic Development, 319
University Loop

Fayetteville: Nov. 16-17 at
the Don Tyson Center, 1371
W. Altheimer Drive

Hope: Nov. 27-28 at Hemp-
stead Hall, 2500 S. Main
Street

Little Rock: Nov. 29-30

Fast facts

In-person training offered
in Fayetteville, Hope,
Jonesboro, Little Rock

Virtual school available
Dec.6-7

Register at formstack.com/
forms/tax

at Cooperative Extension
Service State Office, 2301
S. University Avenue

A virtual option will be
offered via Zoom Dec. 6-7.

The cost of the course is
$270 for those who register
before Aug. 25, or $310 af-
ter the priority registration
deadline. Registration is
available at uada.formstack.
com/forms/tax. Classes run
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. daily. A cer-
tificate of attendance will be

awarded after class is dis-
missed on the second day.

Curtis Davis, a certified
public accountant with more
than two decades of tax ex-
perience, and Bill Laird, a
retired Internal Revenue
Service agent, will be in-
structors at the schools.
The course will offer a gen-
eral review of current tax
regulations and updates
on changes in existing tax
laws.

The Income Tax School
is approved by the IRS as
a continuing education
provider. Participants can
earn 16 hours of continu-
ing professional education
credit, including two hours
of ethics.

For more information,
contact Kim Magee at
501-671-2081 or kmagee
@uada.edu.

Applications for wildland fire suppression kits accepted

Staff Report

LITTLE ROCK — The Ar-
kansas Department of Agri-
culture’s Forestry Division
is now accepting applications
for wildland fire suppression
kits through October 20,
2023. The application can be
found at cognitoforms.com/
ArkansasAgriculturel/Appli-
cation ForWildlandFireSup-
pressionKit.

The Forestry Division re-
ceived $293,154 through a
United States Forest Service
grant to provide 85 Kits this
year to rural volunteer fire
departments across the state.
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446-2110
JASPER

Fire Kits

Now available throught
October 20,2023

Application can be found at
cognitoforms.com/
ArkansasAgriculturel/
Application ForWildland
FireSuppressionKit

Since 2014, more than 670
wildland fire suppression Kits
have been distributed.
Volunteer fire departments
are the primary partner to
Forestry Division crews in
wildfire response and sup-

pression, but they are often
in need of specialized equip-
ment and gear necessary for
safe wildfire suppression.
The necessary equipment
and gear in the Kits include
lightweight wildfire-resistant
coveralls, wildland gloves,
rakes, backpack water
pumps, and leaf blowers.
Rural volunteer fire de-
partments are encouraged
to apply online, but paper
applications are available
upon request. Applications
are scored according to spe-
cific criteria to include the
population of the fire district,
the number of square miles

covered, the average number
of wildfires a department re-
sponds to annually, and other
factors.

The selected departments
will be notified in November
and Kkits will be delivered in
the spring of 2024 or as soon
as supplies are received.

Fire departments may con-
tact Kathryn Mahan-Hooten
at kathryn.mahan@agricul-
ture.arkansas.gov or (S01)
679-3183 with questions.
More information about the
program can be found at
agriculture.arkansas.gov/
forestry /rural-fire-protec-
tion-program/.

schoolis
historic
thisyearin
Arkansas

By From the Arkansas Senate

LITTLE ROCK - This year back to school
activities in Arkansas have historic impor-
tance, thanks to the far-reaching changes in
Act 237 of 2023.

Act 237 is the LEARNS Act, proposed by
the governor and approved by the legislature
earlier this year. LEARNS is an acronym that
stands for Literacy, Empowerment, Account-
ability, Readiness, Networking and School
Safety.

The act provides parents with more school
choice options than they have ever had. Tui-
tion at private and parochial schools will be
more affordable than at any time in Arkansas
history, thanks to the Educational Freedom
Accounts created by Act 237.

Parents of qualified students can use the
Educational Freedom Accounts to pay tuition
at qualifying schools, which include most of
the accredited private and parochial schools
in Arkansas.

This year, eligible students are in these
categories: children entering kindergarten,
students coming from a school that got an
“F” on the most recent school report cards
or districts in Level S, meaning they are in
distress and receive intensive support from
the state.

Also eligible are students coming from
the Succeed Scholarship Program, homeless
children and children currently or formerly
in foster care, students with disabilities and
children of active-duty military personnel.

In Arkansas, school funding is based on
student population. Act 237 awards eligible
families up to 90 percent of that amount.
This year it will be approximately $6,600 per
eligible student.

Educational Freedom Accounts are being
phased in over three years. This year it is
available to 1.5 percent of all Arkansas stu-
dents which is about 7,000 scholarships. In the
2024-2025 school year, Educational Freedom
Accounts will be available to 3 percent of
students in Arkansas.

In the 2025-2026 school year, Educational
Freedom Accounts will be universal. Howev-
er, the state Board of Education may have to
set a limit based on the sufficiency of public
funds and number of applications received.

Act 237 has other historic provisions, such
as a repeal of caps on the number of charter
schools in Arkansas.

It directs high schools to offer dual course
tracks. One track prepares students for
college and the other teaches job skills for
students who want to enter the job market
immediately after they graduate from high
school.

The act raises minimum teacher salaries
from $36,000 to $50,000 and gives all teach-
ers a minimum of a $2,000 raise. This places
Arkansas in the top S in the country for
starting teacher pay. When adjusted for cost
of living, it places Arkansas as number one
in the country.

Act 237 also repeals the Teacher Fair Dis-
missal Act and allows teachers up to 12 weeks
of paid maternity leave if a school district
chooses to opt in.

The new law raises standards for literacy.
Currently, only approximately 35S percent of
third graders are reading at or above grade
level. The state will hire 120 literacy coaches
and will set up a grant program to provide
$500 for families with a student in kinder-
garten through third grade, who is reading
below grade level, so they can hire a tutor.

Arkansas has 259 public school districts
and 22 open enrollment charter districts.
There are 477,000 students in the state.
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ESS is now hiring
Substitute Teachers

Apply online at: ess.com or :
call our offices at 800-641-0140 {4

hy'’s Texarkana
Gun & Knife Show

Holiday Inn Convention Center
5200 Convention Plaza Dr. in AR

p——
AUGUST 26-21

Sat9-5/Sun9-4
BUY-SELL-TRADE
KerRY Y , , 200 Tables

PROMOTIONSS Adult $10, Age 11-15 $5,

Age 10 & under Free
501-580-3737 A L hoth days.

$2 off active duty & retired military with 1D card

Oal wour child resdy for the school
year by ensuring thelr vaccinations
are up to dale. Take steps loday to
ge! ther back-lo-school vaccines
bafore the first day.

Fair parade to be morning event

Jasper, AR
Pasade Route

@

Staff Report

The Newton County Fair Parade
will be held Saturday, Aug. 26, at
10 a.m.

Grand Marshals are the 2023
Junior Farmers, Brook Shepherd,
of Hasty, and Hayden Moenning,of
Vendor.

The parade units will assemble at
the Jasper School grounds. All pa-
rade entries except horse and horse
drawn conveyances should come
to the back of the school grounds
(through the Nance Addition). DO
NOT attempt to come in from Clark
Street by Special Services building.

e You will take the next place in
line when you arrive, and the line
will go through the school grounds
and along the street.

e Horses and horse trailers
should go directly to Bradley Park
and line up. Coggins papers will
be checked on horses and mules as
required by start law. All horses

once mounted must be kept west of
the school grounds entrance, until
the parade starts

e Trucks and horse trailers must
stay on the roads. DO NOT drive
across the grass.

e The Color Guard, Grand Mar-
shal, and Royalty will line up be-
side the Special Services Building
on the Clark Street entrance. All
other parade entries must come in
through the Nance Addition on the
backside of the school grounds.

eEntries will be judged on ap-
pearance, theme and originality.
Decision of the judges is final. Fair
theme is Newton County: Born &
Raised.

*You must register before the
parade begins. Judges will consider
depiction of the theme as part of the
score in selecting winners.

e Parade winners will be posted
at Saturday night rodeo. Trophies
may be picked up at “The Shed”
concession stand by the announc-

MELANIE ALLEN ILLUSTRATION

er’s stand in the arena.

¢ All 4-Wheelers must be parked
and shutoff until the parade starts.

e Anyone who does not follow
the rules will be disqualified and
asked to leave. Categories are: Best
Decorated - 1. Truck, 2. Trailer,3.
Four-wheeler, 4. Newton County
Fair Pageant Royalty Float, Best
Dressed Junior & Senior Cowboy
& Cowgirl.

Wildlife products in-stock at your
NEAREST POWELL LOCATION

Seed for plots, attractant for
(deer, hogs, bear, & MORE)
Traps (dog proof & live traps)

Just in time for seeding deer
plots. Can be pulled behind
an ATV/UTV.

Deer Choice
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Powell’s Deer Choice is

44lb Tropl;y Rock Candy
Apple Block

a GREAT choice!
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Gerain Products

Powell’s Corn

From Feed to Feeders, Supplements, Mineral, Food Plot Seed and Much More!
Powell Feed and Milling is a full service farm store, providing everything from livestock and pet feed to fencing
and hardware. Be sure to like out Powell Feed & Milling Co. Inc. Facebook page to keep up with new products,

specials, coupons, giveaways and much more!

WELL FEE])
g S Ml 7

www. powellfeedstores.com

Learn More About Our Products And Locations By Visiting

www.powellfeedstores.com

Be sure to like our Powell Feed & Milling Co. Inc. Facebook page to keep up with new
products, specials, coupons, giveaways, & MUCH MORE!
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