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Local resource for foster families earns support from national nonprofit

By ABBY HESS
ABBYH@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

West Plains-based fos-
ter family resource The
Chaos Closet has received
a $10,000 grant from a na-
tional nonprofit after one
of its members moved to
Missouri and learned of
The Chaos Closet.

The grant comes from
the Mindel Family Foun-
dation, administered
through the California
Community Foundation
based in Los Angeles, and
according to Chaos Closet
Executive Director DeeD-

ee Button, it will have a
profound impact on the
organization and the chil-
dren in foster care in the
37th Judicial Circuit.
“This gracious donation
from the Mindel Fami-
ly Foundation will have
a lasting impact in this
community,” said But-
ton. “This funding will
be of tremendous aid as
our organization grows
and we transition into a
larger space in order to
fulfill more needs. From
myself and the organiza-
tion’s board of directors,
we send a heartfelt thank

you to the Mindel Family
Foundation for this gift.”

“My wife Nicole and
I are happy to help The
Chaos Closet be able to
stock their shelves with
new clothing, shoes and
personal hygiene supplies
for children who need
them,” said David John-
son, who lives with his
wife, Nicole, to Yukon in
Texas County. The John-
sons serve on the board
of directors of the Mindel
Family Foundation, which
is a national charitable
organization founded in
2016 and named for Nicole

Johnson’s late father, Da-
vid Mindel.

“It’s amazing how small
things like wearing your
own new pants and shirt
can help lift someone’s
spirits up and lets them
focus on other things like
school,” David Johnson
added.

The Mindel Family
Foundation has award-
ed $340,000 in grants to
charities around the world
this year with $56,000 of
that going to programs
in southern Missouri.
Past support efforts lo-
cally have included Texas

County Memorial Hospi-
tal, which, with the foun-
dation’s help, purchased
vision and hearing screen-
ing equipment in 2021 and
a new obstetrics bed last
year.

The Chaos Closet is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit oper-
ating in West Plains and
serving children in foster
care in Howell, Shannon
and Oregon counties. The
resource, founded in 2019,
serves to provide foster
families with access to
clothing, diapers, infant
formula, car seats and
equipment for safe sleep-

ing arrangements.

For more information on
The Chaos Closet and its
programs to assist local
foster families and chil-
dren in foster care, visit
www.thechaoscloset.com.
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Randy Reese, owner of Ozark Trading Post in Mtn. View, left, presents a donated guitar to Randy Frazier, Mtn. View. The guitar is to be
autographed by country artist Eddie Montgomery of Montgomery Gentry and auctioned off March 18 at the 35th annual Cystic Fibro-

sis Concert, where he will perform inside the West Plains Civic Center.

COURTESY / CFWP

Ozark Trading Post continues tradition
of supporting cystic fibrosis fundraiser

Randy Frazier of Mtn. View recently
accepted a donated guitar from Ozark
Trading Post to be autographed by Eddie
Montgomery at his concert March 18 at the
West Plains Civic Center. Montgomery’s
performance will be the culmination of the
35th annual Cystic Fibrosis of West Plains
fundraiser.

The guitar’s donation, signing and subse-
quent auctioning off is an annual feature of
the fundraiser, but this year the tradition
is carried on by Randy Reese, new owner
Ozark Trading Post in Mtn. View. The
store’s previous owner and longtime guitar

donor, Bob Tate, died in August 2021.
“Each year we had received a guitar
from Bob Tate for our artist to sign and
be auctioned off. Randy Reese, the new
owner of Ozark Trading Post is continuing
this tradition,” explained Rick Frazier of
Cystic Fibrosis of West Plains. “Some lucky
person will purchase a wonderful piece of
memorabilia. It is not that often that some-
one from our area gets the opportunity to
own something like this. We appreciate
Randy Reese for making this possible.”
The 35th annual Cystic Fibrosis Con-
cert’s doors will open at S p.m., starting

off with a silent auction. Two handguns,
donated by Randy and Kelly McGinnis and
Adam and Mindy Williams of 4730 Lumber,
will be offered as prizes in giveaway draw-
ings: a Kimber 9mm and a Ruger LCP II.

At 6 p.m., volunteers will begin selling
bid cards for $20 each for the autographed
guitar, then at about 6:30, a live auction for
the guitar will begin with Billy Sexton as
the auctioneer.

Both live and silent auctions are packed
full of donated items that everyone is sure

See FUNDRAISER, Page A4
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‘lH . Istplace winner named in Quill word search contest

Lesa Rothgeb, West Plains, is the
first place winner in the Quill’s re-
cent word search contest. Contes-
tants found the names of partic-
ipating advertisers and winners
were selected at random from
correct entries. Rothgeb'’s prize
package included a three-month
subscription to the Quill, two Little
Caesars pizzas, a pet bed from
Arlee Home & Pet, a $30 gift certif-
icate from Fish Shack, three items
from the wheelbarrow at Mead-
owbrook Natural Foods, and a gift
from Country at Heart.  STAFF
PHOTO / TRAVIS RHOADS

More federal
charges
against Ava
man indicted
for child porn

TR [

BLALR,
HARGLD

BLAIR

By KIMBERLY LANGSTON,
KIMBERLYL@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

An Ava man who was already
facing a federal charge of using
a minor to produce child pornog-
raphy now has two additional
federal charges.

A superseding indictment was
filed in the case against Harold
L. Blair, Jr., 66, on Tuesday by
the U.S. Department of Justice,
Western District of Missouri,
Springfield, replacing the first
indictment, made on Dec. 6,
2022, while keeping the original
charge in place.

The new indictment adds a
second count of production of
child pornography and a count
of possessing child pornography.

The case originated in De-
cember in Douglas County after
workers demolishing a home for-
merly owned by Blair reportedly
discovered a filing cabinet con-
taining photos of a child victim’s
sexual assault, hidden behind
a wall.

The materials were turned
over to the Douglas County Sher-
iff’s Department for investiga-
tion, and county charges were
dropped in order for the case to
be prosecuted on a federal level.
The images were allegedly pro-
duced using one victim between
Dec. 24, 2010, and Dec. 23, 2014,
and the second victim between
Oct. 17,2013, and Oct. 16, 2014.

Blair’s case is prosecuted by
Assistant U.S. Attorney Steph-
anie L. Wan. It was investigated
by the Douglas County Sheriff’s
Department, Homeland Securi-
ty Investigations, the Southwest
Missouri Cyber Crimes Task
Force, and the West Plains Po-
lice Department, with assistance
from Douglas County Prosecut-
ing Attorney Christopher Wade.

Blair was the first of three
defendants charged after the

See FEDERAL, Page A4
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INCIDENT REPORTS
At 10:48 p.m. Jan.
29, Cpl. Nicholas Bruno
stopped a vehicle on East
Main Street in Willow
Springs. The driver was
arrested on a charge of
driving while suspended,
then taken to the county
jail where she was
booked and released.
Further drug charges are
expected to follow.

At 10:01 a.m. Jan. 31,
Deputy Talon Millard
reported that at about
1:30 that same morning,
adeerran outin front
of his patrol vehicle on
County Road 1280 and
was struck.

Deputy Tessa Jens
spoke by phone at
3:45 p.m.Jan. 31 with a
man who advised an ex
had stolen his debit card
and tried to use it on mul-
tiple occasions. A report
was taken.

At 2:20 p.m. Feb. 1,
Deputy James Wardrip
was called to a death
investigation on DD High-
way in Willow Springs.
The case is closed and
Yarber Mortuary was con-
tacted to take the body.

Deputy Devon Men-
denhall was on general
patrol while serving civil
process papers in Brands-
ville at 10:21 a.m. Feb. 2
when he encountered
an unsupervised youth
under the influence of
marijuana. Children’s Divi-
sion and the Juvenile Of-
fice were called and both
responded; four youths
were taken into custody.

At 3:32 p.m.Feb. 2,
Deputy Jens reported she
had attempted to stop
a vehicle on Dec. 17 on
Preacher Roe Boulevard
in West Plains, but the
vehicle continued and
led deputies in pursuit
to U.S. 63 to Willow
Springs, where they gave
up chase. That vehicle
later crashed in Webster
County and a man was
taken into custody by
the patrol. A report was
completed and formal
charges forwarded to the
Howell County Prosecu-
tor.

Deputy Dakota Millard

WEATHER

TODAY: A chance of
showers, then showers
likely and possibly a
thunderstorm after noon.
Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 55. Wind chill
values as low as 39 early.
East wind 10 to 14 mph,
with gusts as high as 24
mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 70%. New rainfall
amounts between a quar-
ter and half of an inch
possible.

Sunrise: 6:37 a.m.
Sunset: 6:03 p.m.

Temperature Year Ago:
High: 63
Low: 27

Precipitation: 6.27
inches

Last Year: 6.99 inches
Normal: 5.74 inches

TONIGHT: FLOOD
WATCH FROM 6 P.M.
THROUGH NOON FRI-
DAY. Showers before

9 p.m., then showers and
possibly a thunderstorm
between 9 p.m.and

3 a.m., then showers after
3 a.m. Some of the storms
could produce heavy
rainfall. Low around 43.
Breezy, with a northeast
wind 17 to 22 mph be-
coming east 7 to 12 mph
after midnight. Winds
could gust as high as 33
mph. Chance of precipita-
tion is 100%. New rainfall
amounts between 2 and
3inches possible.

TOMORROW: Showers
likely before noon. Mostly
cloudy, with a high near
48. Windy, with a south-
west wind 18 to 23 mph
becoming west 25 to 30
mph in the afternoon.
Winds could gust as high
as 46 mph. Chance of
precipitation is 60%. New
precipitation amounts
between a quarter and
half of an inch possible.

was dispatched at 8:16 a.m.
Feb. 3 to the 7600 block of
County Road 5130 for a re-
port of stealing. He arrived
on scene and noticed a
damaged gate and tracks

in the snow where a tractor
had been stolen. Evidence
was collected and the case is
under investigation.

At 7:48 a.m. Feb. 4, Deputy
Dylan Webb was dispatched
toahomeonU.S. 16in
West Plains for a report of
a violation of an order of
protection. The suspect had
left prior to the deputy’s
arrival, but drove by while
law enforcement was still
on the scene. Attempts to
locate the suspect were un-
successful. A probable cause
statement was forwarded to
the prosecutor.

Deputy John Thomas
initiated a traffic stop at
8:55 p.m. Feb. 5 on Porter
Wagoner Boulevard in West
Plains that resulted in driving
without a valid license and
knowingly driving without
working taillights were filed.

At 10:07 a.m. Feb. 7,
Deputy Talon Millard was
dispatched to County Road
3020 in Mtn. View for a re-
port of a stolen animal and
harassment.

Deputy Pauly was dis-
patched to County Road
2660 in Mtn. View at
2:33 p.m. Feb. 7 for a report
of a runaway youth.

At 8:12 p.m. Feb. 7, Deputy
Thomas attempted an in-
vestigative traffic stop at the
Junction 14 Snappy Mart in
West Plains, but the vehicle
did not stop. At this time the
suspect has not been identi-
fied; charges are pending.

Cpl. Logan Wake re-
sponded at 2:25 p.m. Feb. 8
to the Eleven Point Fire De-
partment in Willow Springs
for a report of stealing and
forgery. A suspect has been
identified and the case is
under investigation.

At. 4:13 p.m. Feb. 8 Deputy
Dakota Millard was notified
of a voluntary statement
form completed and left at
the Howell County Sheriff’s
Office from a mother report-
ing her daughter was receiv-
ing explicitimages from a
person through Snapchat.
The case is under investiga-
tion.

Deputy Jens spoke with a
woman at 7:35 a.m. Feb. 9 on
the 4700 block of CC High-
way who said someone had
broken the windows out of
two of her vehicles. A report
was completed.

At 9:26 a.m. Feb. 9, Deputy
Mendenhall was notified
of an inmate at the West
Plains Police Department

who wanted to file a report
for stealing and property
damage that occurred a few
months prior in county juris-
diction. A report was taken.

Deputy Jens spoke by
phone at 12:57 p.m. Feb. 9
with a woman who reported
an incident of child abuse. A
report was completed.

At 2:12 p.m. Feb. 9, Deputy
Smith spoke with someone
at the sheriff's office and
took a report of harassment.
Formal charges are pending.

Deputy Wardrip re-
sponded at 5:40 p.m. Feb. 9
to a home on KK Highway
in Pottersville for a report
of an out-of-control child.
Before arrival, the youth had
run on foot from the home;
the incident did not return
by the time the report was
completed and a referral was
sent to the Juvenile Office.

At 7:16 p.m. Feb. 9, Dep-
uty Collins was dispatched
to investigate a report of
a suspicious vehicle on
Highway 142 in Moody. On
investigation, it was learned
the vehicle had been stolen
from a home in West Plains.
It was recovered and the
parties in possession of the
vehicle were released from
detention.

At 9:33 a.m. Feb. 10,
Deputy Smith responded
to Highway 76 in Willow
Springs for a traffic crash in-
volving another deputy.

Lt. Torey Thompson re-
ported that at 10:08 a.m. Feb.
10, the sheriff’s office was
notified of a person dead in
a home in Pomona; deputies
responded and affirmed the
person was dead. No foul
play is suspected.

At 5:10 p.m. Feb. 10, Dep-
uty Dakota Millard spoke to a
person in the sheriff's office
lobby who wanted to file a
report for a violation of an
order of protection. The re-
porting party reportedly has
a restraining order against
an ex who continues to send
text messages; charges are
being filed.

Cpl. Matt Roberts was dis-
patched at 4:58 p.m. Feb. 11
to the 4400 block of County
Road 6270 to investigate a
reported dog bite. Investiga-
tion is ongoing.
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westploinsdailyquill.net

At 5:10 p.m. Feb. 11, Dep-
uty Dakota Millard was dis-
patched to the 8800 block
of County Road 7170 in West
Plains for a report of prop-
erty damage, stealing and
trespassing. He and other
deputies responded and
were unable to locate the
suspect. A report is on file at
the sheriff's office.

Deputy Dakota Millard
conducted a traffic stop at
9:10 p.m. Feb. 11 on County
Road 6970. The plates on
the vehicle belonged to an-
other vehicle and the vehicle

had a brake light out. Upon
investigation, a suspected
controlled substance was
located in the vehicle along
with drug paraphernalia. The
substance was sent to the
patrol laboratory for testing;
pending results, a probable
cause statement may be for-
warded to the county prose-
cutor’s office.

At 12:10 p.m. Feb. 12, Cpl.
Roberts reported SW.A.T.
had been called out at about
8:15 a.m. to conduct a search
warrant near Couch in Ore-
gon County.
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USDA Ozarks Regional Stockyards Video Auction -West Plains, MO
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VIDEO AUCTION

Livestock Weighted Average Report for 2/28/2023 (Final)

This Week Last Reported
2/21/2023
Total Receipts: 1,023 681

Feeder Cattle:

1,023 (100.0%)

681 (100.0%)

Special Notes: Video Auctions start at 1:30 p.m. during the Tuesday feeder sale.

Demand was good on a moderate supply for this Video Auction held in conjunc-
tion with ORS'regular feeder cattle sale. Cattle offered are in Arkansas and Kan-
sas. All deliveries are current through March 15,2023, Current are cattle that will
be delivered up to 14 days from the video sale date. Current delivery is through
March 14, 2023. Supply included: 100% Feeder Cattle (38% Steers, 62% Heifers).
Feeder cattle over 600 lbs was 81%. Feeder Cattle prices FOB based on net weights
after a 2-3% pencil shrink or equivalent, with a 8-12 cent slide > 600 Ibs and 10-
15 cent slide < 600 Ibs.

FEEDER CATTLE

South Central
(KS, MO, NM, OK, TX)
STEERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt )

Delivery Head Wt Range AvgWt  Price Range  Avg Price
Mar 89 50 550 235.50 235.50
Southeast
(AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV)
STEERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt )
Delivery Head Wt Range AvgWt  Price Range  Avg Price
Current 60 900 900 173.00 173.00
STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt)
Delivery Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
Current 50 630 630 190.50 190.50
62 825 825 173.75 173.75
128 850 850 174.50 174.50
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt )
Delivery Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
Current 72 700 700 173.25 173.25
Mar 105 490 490 202.00 202.00
HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Est. Wt)
Delivery Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
Current 30 630 630 170.50  170.50 spitLoads
75 700 700 172.50 172.50
270 750 750 160.00-166.25  163.13
Mar 82 630 630 177.00 177.00

Please Note: The above USDA LPGMNprice report is reflective of the majority of classes and grades of live-
stock offered for sale. There may be instances where some sales do not fit within reporting guidelines and
therefore will not be included in the report. Prices are reported on an FOB basis, unless otherwise noted.
Source: USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News | MO Dept of Ag Market News - Dan Hill, Market
Reporter | Jefferson City, MO| (573)751-5618 | www.ams.usda.gov/lpgmn | https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.
goV/ |https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/3416

3429 N. Hwy.
63, West Plains

systems 8 design
E’ CIINnaN s7-2s6-6588

www.grennumommunlmhons.com

669253

USDA Ozarks Regional Stockyards Feader Cattle - Wast Plains, MO
"'-_—.__l AMS Livestock, Poultry, & Grain Market News

Mlissouri Dept of Ag Mrikt News Tue Apr 28, 2022

Livestock Weighted Average Report for 2/28/2023 - Final

AUCTION
This Week Last Reported Last Year
2/21/2023
Total Receipts: 2817 3,929 3,447
Feeder Cattle: 2,517(100.0%) 3,929(100.0%) 3,447(100.0%)

Special Note: An additional 1,023 head sold through the Video Auction.

Compared to last week, feeder steers and heifers traded 2.00-4.00 higher. Steer calves
traded 7.00-14.00 higher and heifer calves traded steady to 4.00 higher. Demand
was very good on a light to moderate supply. Short supplies coupled with high de-
mand made for an active market. Cattle Futures traded higher while Corn Futures
traded lower.The USDA's Cattle on Feed Report, released Friday, had Inventories and
Placements down 4 percent from a year ago and Marketings up 4 percent. Supply
included: 100% Feeder Cattle (47% Steers, 49% Heifers, 3% Bulls). Feeder cattle sup-
ply over 600 Ibs was 38%.

FEEDER CATTLE
STEERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price
16 300-343 331 240.00-295.00 250.47
20 350-395 371 242.50-265.00 252.62
48 410-448 425 237.00-260.00 247.72
9 429 429 263.00 263.00  Thin Fleshed
50 452-488 472 227.50-241.00 234.94
14 468-484 474 259.00-265.00 262.81  Thin Fleshed
151 505-548 520 226.00-251.00 242.65
49 560-594 573 218.00-227.00 220.76
8 555 555 247.00 247.00  Thin Fleshed
107 601-649 631 210.00-227.00 216.33
36 654-656 655 194.00-208.00 197.58
28 706-724 718 189.00-189.50 189.18
19 786 786 178.00 178.00
1 801-816 806 175.00-180.00 176.84
9 907 907 173.00 173.00

STEERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
5 399 399 228.00 228.00
13 424-448 433 228.00-233.00 231.69
17 455-494 466 200.00-222.50 208.19
32 500-530 516 202.50-223.00 216.05
53 568-595 577 197.00-212.00 205.81
28 619-646 634 188.00-204.00 197.79
50 664-698 675 178.00-197.50 187.75
21 703-735 709 174.00-179.50 178.33
33 750-788 765 162.50-179.00 174.99
5 869 869 169.00 169.00
12 900-917 910 154.00-163.00 158.52

STEERS - Medium and Large 2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
5 305 305 205.00 205.00
7 381-395 387 200.00-215.00 206.56
1 433-445 437 185.00-205.00 192.40
6 463-480 472 185.00-191.00 187.95
12 641 641 170.00 170.00
7 655 655 172.50 172.50
STEERS - Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price
15 470 470 220.00 220.00
11 610 610 207.00 207.00
STEERS - Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
7 467 467 202.50 202.50
12 540 540 210.00 210.00
16 564-578 569 195.00-210.00 205.20
STEERS - Medium 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange Avg Price
6 358 358 257.50 257.50
5 421 421 235.00 235.00
8 452-488 475 237.50-241.00 239.75
STEERS - Medium 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price
7 570 570 206.00 206.00
10 694 694 170.00 170.00

HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price

9 326-332 328 215.00-222.50 219.97
30 356-397 381 210.00-228.00 218.80
53 400-448 418 202.50-219.00 208.38
63 452-495 466 196.00-215.00 202.05
49 509-545 528 187.00-206.00 192.02
70 558-598 580 182.50-192.00 187.23
141 601-638 617 175.00-180.50 179.32
52 677-690 686 170.00-172.50 172.09

7 805 805 169.50 169.50

HEIFERS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price
9 303-345 317 190.00-205.00 195.44
9 360-375 370 180.00-192.50 184.05

44 402-444 432 175.00-195.00 189.87
21 456-497 488 177.50-190.00 185.23
45 501-540 528 175.00-188.00 180.53
116  550-595 586 160.00-179.00 177.36
37 600-634 626 150.00-170.00 160.95
84 653-684 665 150.00-169.00 162.68

6 768-778 773 143.00-151.00 147.03
14 933-940 937 120.00-128.00 123.41
15 1062 1062 138.00 138.00

HEIFERS - Medium and Large 2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price
7 358 358 172.50 172.50
20 414-435 419 157.50-173.00 162.16
5 490 490 160.00 160.00
5 513 513 140.00 140.00
8 569 569 150.00 150.00
8 710-740 721 132.50-137.00 135.27
10 751-773 758 120.00-135.00 124.59
HEIFERS - Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price
15 448 448 201.00 201.00
15 533 533 191.00 191.00
HEIFERS - Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
7 359 359 200.00 200.00
5 460 460 177.00 177.00
7 534 534 182.50 182.50
18 569 569 179.00 179.00
HEIFERS - Medium 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)
Head WtRange AvgWt Price Range Avg Price
5 312 312 190.00 190.00
1 443 443 191.00 191.00
1 497 497 184.00 184.00

BULLS - Medium and Large 1 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange Avg Price
6 312 312 190.00 190.00
1 443 443 191.00 191.00
11 497 197 184.00 184.00

BULLS - Medium and Large 1-2 (Per Cwt / Actual Wt)

Head WtRange AvgWt PriceRange  Avg Price
5 380 380 185.00 185.00
12 664-682 672 143.00-168.00 153.58
10 888-897 895 140.00-145.00 144.01
5 996 996 125.00 125.00

Please Note: The above USDA LPGMN price report s reflective of the majority of classes and grades of live|
stock offered for sale. There may be instances where some sales do not fit within reporting guidelines an
therefore will not be included in the report. Prices are reported on an FOB basis, unless otherwise noted.

Source: USDA AMS Livestock, Poultry & Grain Market News, MO Dept of Ag Market News - Dan Hill, Marke|
Reporter, Jefferson City, MO | (573) 751-5618 [www.ams.usda.gov/lpgmn; https://mymarketnews.ams.usd.
goV/| https://mymarketnews.ams.usda.gov/viewReport/1249
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Bailey
Chevrolet

By Dennis Willard

he Bailey Fam-
ily in Willow
Springs, my....
What can you
say? A lot!
When Mr. Clarence
Renfrow handed out
the trophies at the West

Plains Zizzer Tournament,

he would say, “And our
good neighbors to the
north, Willow Springs

3@‘*
..:5

DENNIS WILLARD
QUILL CONTRIBUTOR

Bears, and good neighbors
to the south, the Thayer
Bobcats, and to the east,
the alton Comets, and to
the west the Bakersfield

Lions.” That was in 1960,
63 years ago.

When I was 16, I said
to my good friend Bill
Gordon, “Do you want to
go to Willow?” And we
did. Bought a Pepsi and
came home. It was a big
adventure for two teen-
age boys and through the
year, Bill would call and,
unannounced, he would
ask, “Do you want to go to
Willow?”

At that time, West
Plains was 4,000 in pop-
ulation and Willow was
2,000. Today, West Plains
is 12,000 and Willow

Springs is still 2,500 res-
idents.

A lot has changed in 75
years in Willow Springs,
and the Bailey family
has been there “thick and
thin” through it all.

In 1946, Robert Haz
Bailey and wife Ruby Dell
Salisbury lived in the Wil-
low Springs Community.

Haz was a cattle trad-
er. One day in Willow,

a man approached Haz
and asked if he might be
interested in becoming a
Pontiac franchise dealer.
Haz asked the man what it
would cost and he said $18

for a metal sign with an
image of Chief Pontiac as
a logo. [Ed. Note: Pontiac
was Chief of the Odawa,
or Ottawa, tribe of indige-
nous Americans]

Haz said he wanted to
think it over, and the next
day, he signed on. In the
deal, Haz promised to let
the Pontiac representative
have the first new Pontiac
car. In 1946, new cars
were scarce. The original
manufacturer’s suggested
retail price was $1,500.

Wendell Bailey, Haz’s
son, told me in our con-
versation, there were six

new car franchises in
Willow Springs in 1946.
Chet Chamberlain had
the Ford store; Jesse
James, father of Lyle
James, had Chevrolet;
Robert Haz Bailey took
on Pontiac. There was
also a Chrysler new car
store, and Hudson.

Today in Willow, there
is one new-car franchise:
Bailey Chevrolet and
GMC, owned by John
Bailey, the son of Wendell
and Jane Bailey.

More to come on Bailey
Chevrolet.

This I remember.
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West Plains R-7 School District officials congratulate first graders recently recognized as Character Kids in a program sponsored by Community First Banking company. From
left: Character the Kid, Lydia Dougherty, Ezra Doolittle, Kelly Slayton with Community First, Emory Radosevich, Jeremiah O’Mary, Myles Papp, Keegan Cleaves and Rae’Lynn

Break.
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Second grade Character Kids recognlzed
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West Plains R-7 School District officials congratulate second graders recently recognized as Character Kids in a program sponsored by Community First Banking company. From left:
Character the Kid, Zilynn Ellis, Harley Davis, Kelly Slayton with Community First, Robert Hardwick, Brynlee Kinder, Kaelyn Nichols, Oliver James and Nevaeh Driskell.

100 day ‘brlghter

Classrooms all across the West Plains R-7 School District recently celebrated the
100th day of school, which fell this year on Feb. 21. Says district Communications
Director Lana Snodgras about this photo, “The year is flying by as each student,
teacher and staff member continues to shine bright! Check out Ms. [Amber] Galiher’s
kindergarten students — they are 100 days ‘brighter’in neon.” Galiher teaches at

West Plains Elementary School.

COURTESY / W.P.R-7
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Gourley of Mtn. Grove named to dean’s list

Suzanne Gourley of
Mtn. Grove was named
to the fall 2022 Dean’s
List in the Fulbright Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences
at the University of Ar-
kansas.

Gourley joins nearly
2,500 additional Ful-
bright College students
on the fall 2022 Dean’s
List. To qualify for the
Dean’s List, students
must achieve at least a

Visit our

website
24/7 @

westplainsdailyquill.net

3.75 grade-point average for
the semester while complet-
ing at least 12 credit hours.

“Suzanne represents the
very best of Fulbright Col-
lege,” said Kathryn Sloan,
interim dean. “In being
named to the Dean’s List,
Suzanne demonstrates
excellence in academics
and a commitment to our
mission of peace through
education. It’s an honor to
recognize Suzanne for this

spectacular achievement
and for making Fulbright
College and the University
of Arkansas so incredibly
proud.”

“I’d be remiss not to also
recognize and thank the
family, friends and Ful-
bright College faculty and
staff who have supported
Suzanne,” Sloan added.
“We’re immensely grateful
for their continued influ-
ence and support.”
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SCALEBLASTER

WATER CONDITIONER
Salt-Free Solution to Hard Water Problems

Introducing the
New Pro Series

ScaleBlaster is the eco-friendly, healthy
& economical alternative to your hard
water problems.

Water Softeners replace calcium with
salt. They waste water and discharge

hazardous brine into your water systems.
Works on (opper, PVC,

e — [ |
AORN PLUMBING

Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

Open Mon-Fri 8 - 5, Sat 8 - Noon

Fulton Co. Fair accepting online e
entries for creative arts

An online entry system is open through July 1 for the Creative
Arts Department of the Fulton County Fair, held in Salem, Ark. Visit
the fair website, www.fultoncountyfair.org, and follow the link to
submit an entry online.

Creative Arts exhibitors are encouraged to enter online but a
paper entry form is available for those who do not have access to
acomputer.

The Creative Arts Tabloid is online and exhibitors should re-
view the tabloid before they make entries to be familiar with the
divisions and classes available. Pageant and Talent rules and entry
forms will be available soon, say organizers.

For more information on the Fulton County Fair contact the fair
office at 870-895-5565 or email fultoncountyfairl@gmail.com.

v No Salt

v’ No Filters

v/ No Chemicals
v/ No Maintenance

3855 N US Hwy 63
West Plains, MO 65775 §

State-of-the-art facility
24-hour access to your belongings

§ CEDAR FLATS

STORAGE ——

Give us a call
(417) 695-4484

Or book online today

WWW. cedarflatsstorage com

417-256-5191
(1 Block north of West Plains Savings & Loan)
502 Missouri Ave. West Plains, MO

l 679251ef

VISA
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Missouri dehates han
on LGBTQ education
for all grades

By SUMMER BALLENTINE,
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY — Missouri lawmakers argued
Wednesday over a bill that would ban most LGBTQ
education subjects for all grades in the state’s public
schools.

The proposal is modeled after a Florida education
law passed last year, touted by supporters as protect-
ing “parent’s rights” and dubbed by opponents as a “
Don’t Say Gay “ law.

The Missouri bill debated in a state House com-
mittee hearing would ban K-12 public school staff
from teaching about gender identity and sexual
orientation.

The Florida law only prohibits teaching those
subjects from kindergarten through third grade,
although any lessons on those topics for students of
any grade are also banned if they are not age-ap-
propriate.

“Exposure to such topics is inappropriate for chil-
dren, creating confusion which may then cause doubt
in their identities,” said Rep. Ann Kelley, a former
teacher and the Republican sponsor of the Missouri
bill. “It is not the place of the school to indoctrinate
our children by exposing them to gender and sexual
identity curriculums and courses.”

Kelley said her bill will need to be amended so
it does not limit teaching for Advanced Placement
courses.

In response to a question from a committee mem-
ber, Kelley said she assumes that under her bill,
educators would be banned from explaining the 2015
U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges
that legalized same-sex marriage.

“It seems like the things that you want to prohibit
are targeted to one particular group that you find
disfavorable,” Republican Rep. Phil Christofanelli
told Kelley.

Democratic Rep. Ian Mackey, a former teacher who
is openly gay, asked Kelley if him “being gay in the
classroom” and not hiding that from students would
be limited under her bill.

“Did you ever inform your students on your be-
liefs?” Kelley asked Mackey.

“They did know I was gay,” Mackey said. “They
would see my wedding ring and they would ask about
it, and I would say I have a husband.”

A committee vote on the bill was not scheduled as
of Wednesday afternoon.

The White House, Disney, and LGBTQ advocates
criticized the passage of the Florida bill last year.
Republican Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said the bill
was a victory for parents and would prevent “indoc-
trination.”

Some Florida schools have since moved library
books and debated changing textbooks in response to
the new law. Some teachers have worried that family
pictures on their desks could get them in trouble.

A federal judge in February again dismissed a law-
suit challenging the Florida law’s constitutionality.
The judge ruled that the students, parents and teach-
ers who filed the lawsuit didn’t have legal standing.

The Missouri Senate is considering a similar bill
requiring public school teachers and staff to tell
parents if their children “express discomfort or
confusion.”

FUNDRAISER

Continued from Page Al

to enjoy, say Cystic Fibrosis of West Plains, noting that
donations are still being accepted. Anyone who has
something to donate, is invited to call Lois Fraizer at
417-256-5388.

After the auctions conclude, Jessica’s Friends singers
will take the stage. This group, made up of local youthful
talent, has been performing each year and is “always
a crowd pleaser,” say volunteers. This year’s ensemble
will be under the direction of Diane Reed. Any parents
who have children who would like to be a part of Jes-
sica’s Friends is also invited to call Lois Frazier, who
notes, “Everyone is welcome to come and be a part.”

At about 8 p. m., country musician Eddie Montgomery,
formerly of the Grand O’ Opry-inducted country duo
Montgomery Gentry, will take the stage. Taking his
act solo after the 2017 death of Montgomery Gentry
co-founder, Troy Gentry, Eddie Montgomery will per-
form hit numbers including “My Town,” “Something To
Be Proud Of,” and “Where I Come From.”

Ticket prices for adults are $30 in advance, or $40 at
the door, and $5 for children 12 and younger.

“If you have never been before, make this year’s
your first,” say volunteers. “If you have come before,
we can’t wait to see you again. Look forward to hearing
from you!”

Tickets are available from West Plains area banks,
Wood & Huston Bank at the Walmart Supercenter, West
Plains Music, the Walmart Supercenter, the West Plains
Civic Center, K-Kountry 95 in Thayer, Simmons Bank
and West Plains Bank in Mtn. View, Regina Voyles in
Winona, West Plains Savings & Loan, Simmons Bank in
Willow Springs and Sara Honeycutt in Cabool.

To purchase tickets with a credit card by phone, call
the civic center at 417-256-8123.

FEDERAL

Continued from Page Al

images were discovered. Shawna Ross, 49, of Ava, was
arrested Jan. 19 and is held on $100,000 bond in Douglas
County, charged with two felony counts each of first-de-
gree statutory rape, statutory sodomy and trafficking
for the purpose of sexual exploitation of a child.

The charges are related to the alleged sexual assault
and sexual exploitation of two children younger than 12
years old, and during the investigation, Ross reportedly
admitted she knew one of the alleged victims was being
used in sexual performances in exchange for living on
a family friend’s property rent-free.

Ross’ charges were related specifically to alleged
incidents that happened between Jan. 1, 2010, and Dec.
31 of 2011. She is scheduled for a court appearance
on March 22 in Douglas County before 44th Judicial
Circuit Presiding Judge R. Craig Carter, according to
court documents.

Robert Atherton, 56, formerly of Ava, faces felony
charges filed in Douglas County of statutory rape with
a victim under the age of 14, statutory sodomy with a
victim under the age of 14, and two counts of trafficking
for the purposes of sexual exploitation. He is also held on
$100,000 bond, scheduled to appear Tuesday in Douglas
County for a hearing before Judge Carter. Atherton was
arrested Jan. 19 in Columbus, Ohio.

Editor’s note: See something, say something: If you
suspect a child is being abused, call the Missouri Child
Abuse & Neglect Hotline, 800-392-378. If you are experi-
ence domestic or sexual violence, or if you're a survivor
of the same needing support, call Christos House’s
hotline, 800-611-5853.

What time is it on moon? Europe pushing for funar time zone

time zone.

By MARCIA DUNN,
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL,
Fla. — With more lunar
missions than ever on
the horizon, the Europe-
an Space Agency wants
to give the moon its own

DEATH
NOTICES

Wilma Smith

Wilma Jean Smith, 96, Im-
perial, formerly of Winona.
Died at 10:15 a.m. Saturday,
Feb. 25, 2023, at Big Bend
Woods Healthcare, Imperial.
Yarber Mortuary, Winona.

Billy Joe Rogers

Billy Joe Rogers, 86, Myr-
tle. Died on Sunday, Feb. 26,
2023, at St. Bernard’s Hospi-
tal, Jonesboro, Ark. Carter
Funeral Home, Thayer.

Wilfred Brown, Jr.

Wilfred Gerald Brown,
Jr., 88, Mtn. View. Died at
2:29 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27,
2023, at his home. Yarber
Mortuary, Mtn. View.

This week, the agen-
cy said space organiza-
tions around the world
are considering how
best to keep time on the
moon. The idea came
up during a meeting in
the Netherlands late
last year, with partic-
ipants agreeing on the
urgent need to establish
“a common lunar ref-
erence time,” said the
space agency’s Pietro
Giordano, a navigation
system engineer.

“A joint internation-
al effort is now be-
ing launched towards
achieving this,” Giorda-
no said in a statement.

For now, a moon mis-
sion runs on the time of
the country that is op-
erating the spacecraft.
European space offi-
cials said an interna-
tionally accepted lunar
time zone would make it
easier for everyone, es-
pecially as more coun-
tries and even private
companies aim for the
moon and NASA gets
set to send astronauts
there.

NASA had to grapple

I-B-N ELECTRICAL

SUPPLY,/GE

Serving you for over 40 years!
417-256-5175
1520 Porter Wagoner Blvd., West Plains
Monday- Friday 7:30 am - 5 pm

6268465

with the time question
while designing and
building the Interna-
tional Space Station,
fast approaching the
25th anniversary of the
launch of its first piece.

While the space sta-
tion doesn’t have its own
time zone, it runs on
Coordinated Universal
Time, or UTC, which
is meticulously based
on atomic clocks. That
helps to split the time
difference between
NASA and the Canadian
Space Agency, and the
other partnering space
programs in Russia, Ja-
pan and Europe.

The international
team looking into lunar
time is debating wheth-
er a single organization
should set and maintain
time on the moon, ac-
cording to the European
Space Agency.

There are also tech-
nical issues to consid-
er. Clocks run faster
on the moon than on
Earth, gaining about 56
microseconds each day,
the space agency said.
Further complicating
matters, ticking occurs

differently on the lunar
surface than in lunar
orbit.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, lunar time will
have to be practical for
astronauts there, not-
ed the space agency’s
Bernhard Hufenbach.
NASA is shooting for its
first flight to the moon
with astronauts in more
than a half-century in
2024, with a lunar land-
ing as early as 202S.

“This will be quite a
challenge” with each
day lasting as long as
29.5 Earth days, Hufen-
bach said in a statement.
“But having established
a working time system
for the moon, we can
go on to do the same for
other planetary desti-
nations.”

Mars Standard Time,
anyone?

The Associated Press
Health and Science
Department receives
support from the
Howard Hughes Medical
Institute’s Science and
Educational Media
Group. The AP is solely
responsible for all
content.
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Ryan Reed

May 31,1979 — Feb. 26, 2023

Funeral services for
Ryan Lee Reed, 43, West
Plains, Mo., will be held
at 2 p.m. Friday, March 3,
2023, in the Rose Chapel at
Robertson-Drago Funeral
Home.

Ryan Lee Reed depart-
ed this life at 2:15 a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023, at
NHC Healthcare in West
Plains, at the age of 43
years, 8 months and 26
days.

He was born May 31,
1979, in West Plains to
Jack Lee Reed and Brin-
da Irene Bankston Reed.
Ryan attended West Plains
High School and was also
employed for a time at
the West Plains Public Li-
brary from 1998-2002.

He was baptized into
Christ and added unto the
Lord’s church as a young
man and was a faithful
member of the AB High-
way Church of Christ in
West Plains, until he was
physically unable to at-
tend. Ryan loved the Lord,
and he loved the Lord’s
church. When he was still
physically able to worship
with those of like precious
faith, Ryan would partici-
pate in church worship as
best as he could. Even as
his physical disease began
to take away his ability to
walk, talk, see and hear,
Ryan continued to worship
the Lord. He would nev-
er miss an opportunity to
lead songs and prayer. He
even did some preaching
for a time. Ryan was a
model of faithfulness.

Ryan loved sports, es-
pecially baseball and NA-
SCAR. He was a big fan
of the St. Louis Cardinals
and the Earnhardt racing
teams. Ryan also loved
to tell jokes and had a
great sense of humor. His
memory was incredible,
recalling past events ef-
fortlessly while smiling
and nodding as he spoke.
When he could still speak,
he rarely spoke without

bursting out into laughter
— which made any visit
with Ryan so joyful. It
was always such a bless-
ing to be in his presence.
His smile and laugh were
infectious, and his loving
spirit was larger than life.

The impact of his love
and life has touched so
many people. The glow of
his illuminating character
and spirit was stronger
than his physical disease.
Ryan was not defined by
his disease, but rather by
his love and faithfulness.
The only sad thing about
Ryan’s legacy, was that not
enough people were bless-
ed to have known him.

Ryan outlived all his im-
mediate family. His par-
ents and his twin sisters
Amy Cheryl (Reed) Kim-
brough and Susan Louise
(Reed) Lockett all preced-
ed him in death.

He is survived by a
host of nieces, nephews,
cousins, aunts and uncles
who loved him dearly. His
nieces include Mariah
Roy and husband, Tyler
of West Plains, and Alli-
son Warren and husband
Weston of West Plains.
Nephews include Mala-
chi Allen and companion
Samantha Bruce of West
Plains, Brock Kimbrough
and wife Shyanne of Peace
Valley, Mo., and Bren-
den Kimbrough and wife
Christi, also of Peace Val-
ley. He is also survived by
one grand-niece Raelynn
Roy and three grand-neph-
ews Langston Warren,
Karsyn Kimbrough and
Micco Allen.

Ryan is also survived
by all his NHC Health-
care family and the staff
at Three Rivers Hospice,
who loved and cherished
him, as he did them. He
will certainly be missed,
but his love will be felt and
shared by all those who
knew and loved him.

Visitation will be held
from 1 until 2 p.m. Friday
at Robertson-Drago Fu-
neral Home. Burial will
be in Homeland Ceme-
tery. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
family and may be left
at or mailed to Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home,
211 West Main St., West
Plains, MO 6577S. Online
condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.robert-
sondrago.com.

Lillian Rutledge

Infant daughter of John and Lorrain Rutledge
Feb. 26,2023 — Feh. 26, 2023

'8
pes

Graveside services for
Lillian Kay Joan Rutledge,
infant daughter of John
Henry Rutledge and Lor-
rain Madle Todd Rutledge,
West Plains, Mo., will be
held at 2 p.m. Thursday,
March 2, 2023, in Baby-
land at Howell Memori-
al Park Cemetery, under
the direction of Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home.

Lillian went to be with
the angels on Feb. 26,
2023.

She was born Feb. 26,
2023, in West Plains.

She is survived by her
parents John and Lorrain
Rutledge; her siblings Ol-
ivia, Daedric, Jupiter and
Grae Rutledge; her mater-
nal grandparents Brandi
and Sean Nazarian; pater-
nal grandparents Tammy

and John Rutledge; ma-
ternal great-grandparents
Kay and Jerry Painter; pa-
ternal great-grandmother
Lillian Barks; aunts and
uncles Kristen and Jer-
emy Cumings, Shayla
Nazarian, Harmony Todd,
Sara Rutledge, Dillan and
Marie Earle, Sean, Jr.,
and Melissa Nazarian and
Zane Todd; great-uncles
Robert Painter and Cody
and Kristine Painter; and
numerous cousins.

Her great-grandparents
Donna and Victor Todd
and Kenneth Rutledge,
great-great-grandma Shir-
ley Painter and one uncle
Sammy Rutledge preced-
ed her in death.

Online condolences may
be expressed at www.rob-
ertsondrago.com.

westplainsdailyquill.net
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MERCHANDISE
Lawn & Garden

TOPSOIL FOR SALE.
Loamy creek-bottom soil.
Stewart Morrison Redi-Mix.
417-256-8171.

Miscellaneous

CHECK OUT WHAT'S on
television with the West
Plains Daily Quill TV Week.
Inside Saturday's edition.

DENTAL INSURANCE
FROM Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance. NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 888-510-0095. ww
w.dental50plus.com/Misso
uri #6258

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR. May
Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information  kit!  Call
844-299-5183.

e
.

e

Are you looking for a
Do you wish you C

The West Plains Daily Quil

are looking for the right t
full-time Customer Servic

Applicants must p

communication skills, be

working with the publ
i team player! At the Q

problem abilities.

o=

special? Something that tru

Join the Quill team

n exciting career opportuni’fy?
ould be part of something

ly matters?

| team is growing and we
ght teammate to fill the role of a
e Representative.

ossess excellent phone a_nd
detail oriented, enjoy
ic, and above all else _be a
uill, we know that a win for

i i teal
any of us is a win for the
beycomputer literate, and demonstrate

Opportunity is knocking,
Please mail your resume to:
Customer Service Represe_ntatnve
West Plains Daily Qunl_
Attention: Chris Herbolsheimer
P.O.Box 110

West Plains, MO 65775 ‘

Or email to: chrish@wpdailyquill.net

Miscellaneous

SAFE STEP. NORTH
Americas #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top of the line
installaton and  service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call
today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step
833-732-0966.

THE GENERAC
PWRCELL, a solar plus
battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and
power your home. Full
installation services availa-
ble. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today.
Call 855-904-3857

Pets & Supplies

SARDEX Il IS the odorless,
greaseless way to treat
dogs with mange without
steroids. At Orscheln Farm
& Home www.fleabeacon.c
om

m. Candidates mpst
quick solving

will you answer?

CASEY’S TREE SERVICE

o Free Estimates

e Fully Insured

o Reasonable Rates
- * Stump Removal _

SERMICETURIECI

Find sevrvices available
in our “Call a Pro”
Service Directory

= Nelet o)
To participate in the service
directory, and have your ad
published in EACH edition of
the Quill, call 417-256-9191.

SPECIALIZING IN SERVICE

NEGRI |
PLUMBING

417-256-0362

2324 Quarry Road ® West Plains, MO
[ ] a
Dependable * Honest ¢ Experienced

Residential & Commercial
493197h

REAL ESTATE RENTALS
Acreages & Lots-Rental

PUBLISHER'S
NOTICE

ALL real estate ad-
vertised in The West
Plains Daily Quill is
subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any pref-
erence, limitation, or
discrimination based
on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or na-
tional origin or inten-
tion to make any such
preference, limitation,
or discrimination.

The Quill will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real
estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby
informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notices

CLASSIFIED
RATES
PER
DAY:
50¢ per word
$1 per bold OR
cap word
$2 per bold AND
cap word
$5 minimum per ad.

THERE’S A PLACE for
your ad in the Marketplace!
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CALL 417-256-9191 T0 BE INCLUDED

—417-274-0787 —
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Commercial
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Insured
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e Complete Tree Removal
¢ Stump Grinding

Treee Monkey Tree Qowice =

¢ Land Clearing....And More!
James Yoder, Owner 417-293-3417 « FREE ESTIMATES
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Notices Storage Units Storage Units
SILVEY SELF STORAGE. PREWETT WAREHOUS-
ADVERTISING 417-256-6711. $9. ING AND Storage.
417-293-6777.
PROVISIONS KELLEY SELF STORAGE.
THE WEST PLAINS ' /1% 555 sgeg. REGENCY SELF STOR-

DAILY QUILL will not be
responsible for more
than one incorrect publi-
cation of display or
classified  advertising.
Corrections  will be
made if called to our
attention along with one
additional free insertion.

The Quill accepts
Mastercard, Visa, Dis-
cover and American Ex-
press.

REAL ESTATE SALES
Business Property

COMMERCIAL PROP-
ERTIES FOR lease.

310 N Minnesota Ave
office building with show-
room and private office,
high visibility $1500.

816 Washington Ave 50 x
66 metal shop building
with office and fenced lots

$1850. Call 417
293-4670.
SERVICES
Cleaning
PARTNERS IN SHINE.
Commercial/  residential

cleaning. 417-256-0459.
Construction-Services

CONCRETE WORK!
BASEMENTS, driveways,
flat work. Let us help you
get your job done, give us a
call. Stewart-Morrison
Redi-Mix.  417-256-8171
days, 417-256-9883 nights.

Health Care

GET PAID TO care for your
loved ones at home. Medic-
aid required. Call
314-375-6602. helpfulhand
sinhomecare.com.

Internet & Web Sites

GET DIRECTV FOR
$64.99 per month for 12
months with CHOICE Pack-
age. Save an additional
$120 over 1st year. First 3
months of HBO Max, Cine-
max, Showtime, Starz and
Epix included! DirecTV is
#1 in Customer Satisfaction
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some
restrictions  apply. Call
844-547-3631

Miscellaneous

LAMINATING SERVICES
AVAILABLE. Call today for
a free quote. 417-256-9191.

SMALL ADS CAN equal
Big Profits! Advertise in the
Classified Marketplace!

AJAX SELF STORAGE,
417-256-7159.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
IS 10:00 a.m. the day before.

AGE. 417-256-9779.
Tree Service

FALWELL'S TREE SERV-
ICE. 417-293-3562.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Legal Notice Legal Notice
NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BONNIE JO KELLEMS,
TO SUBMIT CLAIMS DECEASED.

R.S.MO. § 456.5-505

John Roger Meal, Deceased
Re: The Joint Living Trust
Agreement of John Roger Meal
and Bonnie Diane Meal U/A/D
December 27, 2011, as amen-
ded and restated

To All Persons Concerned:

You are hereby notified that
John Roger Meal (the "dece-
dent") died on October 21,
2022. Bonnie Meal is the
Trustee (the "Trustee") of the
trust created by trust agree-
ment originally dated December
27, 2011, executed by John
Roger Meal and Bonnie Diane
Meal, as Settlors and as
Trustees, the terms of which
provide that the debts of the
decedent may be paid by the
Trustee upon receipt of proper
proof thereof. The mailing
address for the acting Trustee
is 264 CR 1130 Willow Springs,
MO 657983.

All creditors of the decedent are
notified to present their claims
to the undersigned Trustees
within six (6) months from the
date of the first publication of
this notice or be forever barred
against the Trustee and the
trust property.

Bonnie Diane Meal, Trustee
264 CR 1130
Willow Springs, MO 65793

Attorneys:

Emily J. Kembell, Esq.

Shane C. Rader, Esq.

Kirkland Woods & Martinsen
LLP

3250 E. Sunshine St. Suite 310
Springfield, MO 65804
(417)893-5288 / (417)882-1845
(fax)

Published on February 23,
March 2, 9, and 16, 2023.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF OREGON COUNTY,
MISSOURI
PROBATE DIVISION

In re the ESTATE of BONNIE
JO KELLEMS, Deceased Pro-
tectee.

Estate No. 05C5-PR00004

NOTICE
HEIRS

TO UNKNOWN

TO THE UNKNOWN HEIRS

HELP WANTED

OASIS Il LIVE MUSIC BAR & GRILL
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Cook/Kitchen Manager
Day Shift
Experience required
Pay based on experience

Please call me at 870-421-7963
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Flyers | Posters | Tickets | Business Cards | Envelopes ™
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~ Calendars | Letterheads | Booklets | Catalogs
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You are hereby notified that
Bonnie Jo Kellems died on the
21st day of December, 2021 in
Birch Tree, Oregon County,
Missouri. Letters of Successor
Conservatorship had been is-
sued by the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of Oregon
County, Missouri on November
12, 2021.

As far as is known, the
deceased protectee at the time
of death was 67 years old. The
personal description of the
deceased protectee was a
Caucasian female.

The total appraised value of
deceased protectee's estate is
as follows: $20,231.93.

It is ordered that a copy hereof
be published according to law
in the following newspapers:
South Missourian Newspaper,
a newspaper of general circula-
tion in Oregon County, Missou-
ri.

West Plains Daily Quill, a
newspaper of general circula-
tion in Howell County, Missouri.

Publication shall be done once
a week for six consecutive
weeks.

A true copy from the record.

WITNESS my hand and the
seal of said Court on the 17th
day of February, 2023.

First date of Publication: March
2, 2023.

Betty Grooms, Probate Clerk
By: /s/ Louise King
Louise King, Deputy Clerk

Insert Dates: March 2, 9, 16,
23, 30, and April 6, 2023.

If payment is not received,
Silver Springs Storage will sell
the contents of the following
units to satisfy its lien for
charges due: B35, S582, S636,
T26, 34, 530, 837. The sale will
be held on/after 3/10/23 at
midnight. 247 CR 1280, WP.
65775 "Private Sale" Terms of
sale are cash, 417-255-8484.

Publication Dates: February 17,
18, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 28,
March 1 and 2, 2023.
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Pligger whistle-blowers
know few corporate secrets,

Yesterday’s Answer:

Cryptoquote

AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW
One letter stunds for another. In this sample, 4 15 used
for the three L's. X for the two O, etc, Single letrers,
apostophes. the length and formarion of fhe werds
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

LY. CRYPTOQUOTE

RBWUBIL XRDUN WU. HL H

OUMU RZMXINUN Bl X NURUMZ
HREXIN, OCX7 QBBD OBAEN H
QMHIY: “CBO ZB QAHEN X

QBXZ." — RZILGUI OMHY(CZ

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: POWER IS BEING
TOLD YOU'RE NOT LOYED AND MOT BEING
DESTROYED BY [T, — MADONNA

Jumbles:

(Answers tomorrow)

CURLY FURRY SORROW GASKET
When the two attorneys talked business while
playing basketball, it was a — COURT OF LAW
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How to make the most of the
current job market

By Missouri State University Strategic
Communications

Multinational corporations like
Google, Amazon and Zoom have
begun a series of mass job cuts and
hiring freezes in response to the
economic cool-off. These cuts have
cost U.S. workers thousands of jobs.

Management expert Dr. Luis Pe-
rez-Batres, Missouri State Univer-
sity management department head,
shares what this means for manag-
ers, workers and new graduates.

Trouble in tech

Recent mass layoffs spark wor-
ries for those who went through
previous recessions in the U.S.

Mass layoffs are newsworthy
and usually the result of rapid
industry growth that has since
cooled off. Tech companies are
making major changes because
they are most affected by the
economic downturn.

The tech industry boomed as a
result of COVID-19 because con-
sumers looked to new technologies
to solve their needs. Then, the
pandemic weakened, workers re-
turned to the office and consumer
needs changed again.

“8,000-plus mass layoff actions
affected over 1.5 million workers
during the 2008 great recession,”
Perez said. “While the recent lay-
off trends are nowhere near pre-
vious rates, they are still painful
and disruptive for thousands of
families.”

“Rising inflation and interest
rates exacerbate the fears of a
significant economic deceleration
for 2023,” he added.

Managing expectations

Leaders weighing their options
may find that layoffs could cost
them in the long run.

“Survival is key when dealing
with a downturn, but they need

to think about who and what will
help them thrive once conditions
improve,” Perez said.

He suggested managers pro-
mote procedural fairness.

“A fair, respectful and transpar-
ent decision-making process will
decrease employees’ anxiety and
enhance organizational commit-
ment,” Perez assured. “Managers
should also be proactive and try to
cultivate a culture of innovation
and adaptability.

“The more adaptable your em-
ployees become the better pre-
pared they will be to face radical
changes.”

Advice for job seekers

Some new graduates may feel
they’re entering the job market at
the wrong time. But the job mar-
ket is still strong in most indus-
tries. Recent data from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics shows
that there are 1.7 job openings for
every unemployed job seeker.

Perez recommends looking to
advice pinpointed by Dr. Daniel
Goering, assistant professor of
management. Goering coauthored
a meta-analysis of common career
advice to find the most impactful
recommendations for one’s career
growth.

The top advice is “take your
career into your own hands by
adopting an entrepreneurial
spirit” and “network outside of
your organization and industry
and look for opportunities.” Both
points encourage workers to de-
velop their expertise and leverage
their abilities.

“We all need to remind our-
selves of our purpose, which con-
sists of using our talents to solve
other people’s problems,” Perez
said. “A continuous learning mind-
set will always improve your ca-
reer options.”
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See Us For All Your
Tirle Company Needs!
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(417) 256-2951 g
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204 West Main Plaza
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1213 Missouri Ave.
West Plains, MO
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UScellular invested more than
$42M in Missouri in 2022

UScellular officials announced recently that
the company made a $42.2 million investment in
its Missouri network in 2022. This includes $26.4
million in network upgrades and SG moderniza-
tions that enhanced connectivity across the state
and $15.8 million in SG spectrum that will bring
additional customer benefits in future years and
advances the company’s multi-year SG network

strategy.

UScellular also provided nearly $39,000 in fund-
ing to nonprofit and youth organizations across
Missouri, including $30,000 to the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Columbia Area, $5,000 to Springfield
Community Gardens and $3,928 through its Com-

munity Connections program.

Three Missouri nonprofits also received a com-

bined $74,300 worth of hotspots and service to
help youth connect to the Internet as part of the
company’s After School Access Project.
“Whether we are building a new cell tower or
donating a hot spot to help a student do their home-
work, we are investing in the future of Missouri,”
said Joe Cabrera, director of sales for UScellular in
Missouri and Kansas. “We are committed to being

a part of the communities we serve and ensuring

our customers can connect to what matters most.”

Additionally, company officials added, to ele-
vate the in-store shopping experience, UScellular
invested $483,000 in its Missouri retail environ-
ments in 2022. This includes six new or upgraded

stores that officials say make shopping easy and

fun.

Local McDonald’s accepting
nominations for new Agriculture
Awards Program

10 ag students will each
receive a $500 schol-
arship to support their
studies

West Plains-area McDon-
ald’s restaurants are accept-
ing nominations for a new
McDonald’s Agriculture
Awards Program. Through
March 22, members of the
community can nominate stu-
dents studying agriculture
to be considered for one of
10 scholarships, each in the
amount of $500. Nominations
can be submitted online at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
mcdagawards.

To be eligible, a nominee
must be a senior in high school

or enrolled in a college agri-
culture program, and be a res-
ident of or attending college
within an eligible county in
Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri,
Illinois, Iowa or Oklahoma,
listed at the nominee appli-
cation link. Winners will be
selected this spring by local
McDonald’s organizations.
“From fresh beef, to eggs, to
produce — we rely heavily on
agriculture at McDonald’s,”
said Andi Hilburn-Vaini, local
McDonald’s owner/operator.
“That’s why we’re excited to
directly support those in our
local community with a future
in agriculture through this
scholarship program.”
According to company offi-
cials, McDonald’s approach-

es sustainable agriculture
holistically and considers its
impact on the planet, the live-
lihoods of the people who pro-
duce its food, the communities
in which they live and the
well-being of the animals it re-
lies on. McDonald’s also aims
to help create positive impact,
especially with beef farmers,
in areas such as improving
biodiversity, maintaining na-
tive grasslands and capturing
carbon, as well as rebuilding
soils, they add.

Learn more about the com-
mitment on the McDonald’s
Corporation website: corpo-
rate.mcdonalds.com/corp-
mcd/our-purpose-and-impact/
our-planet/sustainable-agri-
culture.html.

Business Directory

Southern Hills Auto Plaza

Southern Hills Auto Plaza donated $500

worth.

417-256-3470
408 Lincoln

ROB STAUFFER * ANDY STAUFFER

West Plains, MO

654063ch

toward Cystic Fibrosis of West Plains’
annual auction and country music concert
fundraiser, beginning at 5 p.m. March 18 at
the West Plains Civic Center, 110 St. Louis
St. It’s the 35th year for the concert, and
this year’s performer is Eddie Montgomery
of Montgomery Gentry. Silent and live
auctions, a giveaway of a guitar donat-

ed by Ozark Trading Post and signed by
Montgomery, and local children’s singing
group Jessica’s Friends as an opening act
are all part of the event. Funds raised go

to research into a cure and treatment for
cystic fibrosis, a genetic condition present
at birth that causes thickening of mucus

in the lungs, making it difficult to expel.
Tickets for adults are $30 in advance or
$40 at the door. Tickets for children age

12 and younger are $5. Call 417-256-8123
to charge tickets by phone, or buy them

at West Plains area banks, K-Kountry 95
radio station in Thayer, at Dora School, and
from Regina Voyles in Winona and Sarah
Honeycutt in Cabool. From left: volunteers
Lois Frazier and Kaigan Barker, Southern
Hills Auto salesman Shane Whited, vol-
unteer Jessica Joice-Frazier and Southern
Hills Auto Sales Manager Jacob Wood-
STAFF PHOTO / KIMBERLY LANGSTON

In Business 7

Walls &
Ceilings Blown
With Wood Fiber

Cellulose Insulation

Grennan

VOIP Telephone Systems

TRLAINS | =i
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HOME IMPROVEMENT TRANE VOIP Dial Tone
WEST PLAINS, MO « 256-2040 /= It's Hard To Stop A Trane: T . L " Security Systems
OUT OF TOWN? CALL 1-800-748-8045 © ELECTRIC ® HEAT PUMP Our Business Is Pickng Up Camera Systems - Fire Systems
o
ICEOTHERMIVLEORS . Small enough to care! IT Services - Network Equipment
i e 417-256-7984 Call us for all your termite Ol g et /i PC Repair-Network Cabling
’ www.butlerheatingandair.com & est contro l hee d S. & residenti 3429 N. Hwy. 63, West Plains
Contract Job or Sell Materials 1626 Earls Drive P 417-256-6223 417-256-6588
N. Hwy 63, West Plains WestPins 417-256-7275 PO. Box 631 7l Piee 8007530699 E
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The Congregation of St Paul Lutheran Church in West Plains, Missouri delivered needed items such as Twin sheets, blankets, paper products, hygiene products and cleaning
supplies to the Martha Vance Samaritan Outreach Center. We were blessed to have the Friendly Neighbors Extension Club from Gainesville, Missouri to partner with us for
this Community Outreach Project. Picture from left: Lynn Bentele — St Paul Lutheran Church and Friendly Neighbors Extension Club President, Lori Concepcion- Martha
Vance Samaritan Outreach Center Executive Director, Ric Burgdorf — St Paul Lutheran Church and John Burgdorf - St Paul Lutheran Church.

AAA: Missouri Statewide Average Slides, Several Metros Under $3 per Gallon

The statewide gas price
average in Missouri is $3.04
for a gallon of regular un-
leaded fuel, according to
the AAA Missouri Weekend
Gas Watch. That price is
four cents less compared to
this day last week and is 17
cents less per gallon com-
pared to this day last year.
Of the major metropolitan
areas surveyed in Missouri,
drivers in Jefferson City are
paying the most on average
at $3.15 while drivers in
Joplin are paying the least
at $2.97 per gallon. The na-
tional average price for a
gallon of regular unleaded
is $3.39, which is three cents
less compared to this day
last week and 14 cents less
than the price per gallon at
this same time last year, ac-
cording to AAA Gas Prices.

U.S. crude oil supplies
continue to build sending
oil prices lower. This is good

news for drivers looking to
save at the pump as crude
accounts for up to 60% of
the cost of each gallon of
gasoline. Demand for fuel
has been lower, which is
normal during winter
months when fewer people
drive. Retail gas prices will
likely continue to fluctuate
and could increase as the
weather warms and more
people takeoff on spring
break road trips in the com-
ing weeks.

“Missouri drivers are
seeing some relief at the
pump this week as the state-
wide average nears $3 per
gallon,” said AAA spokes-
person Nick Chabarria. “As
spring nears and the swi-
tchover to the more expen-
sive summer-blend gasoline
takes place, it would not
be surprising to see prices
continue to fluctuate or in-
crease.”

Drivers in Missouri are
paying the 4th lowest gas
price average in the coun-
try, according to gasprices.
aaa.com. Meanwhile, driv-
ers in California are the
paying the most at $4.75
on average for a gallon of
regular unleaded.

Prices up to date at press
time using market prices
posted at 3:41 a.m. Motor-
ists can find current gas
prices along their route
with the free and revamped
AAA App for iPhone, iPad
and Android. The app can
also be used to map a route
and learn traffic condi-
tions along that route, find
discounts, locate parking,
book a hotel and request
and track AAA roadside
assistance. Learn more at
AAA.com/mobile.

To help members and
non-members identify qual-
ity auto repair shops that
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Columbia 296 | s303 | 007 325 | -029 | oenam2 | ses7
enson City $315 | s348 005 | 8325 | 010 | oense2 | sesr
Joplin $2.97 $3.02 .08 3. -0.14 06/16/22 $4.52
Kansas City (MOonly) | $3.04 | saos | 005 | $30 016 | osnaez | sese
Kansas City (KSonly) | s$308 | s$311 005 | s321 -0.15 061122 | S469
Springfield $3.01 | s308 005 | 5320 | 018 | oepiz2 | 5458
St. Joseph $2.99 $3.04 .08 $3.18 -0.19 06/17/22 459
St. Louis (MO only) $3.03 | 304 001 [ 325 | 02 | 06M4m2 | 488
Alexandar County (IL) $3.70 $3.70 0.00 $3.66 0.04 07/10122 $5.10

Cabondale-MarionIL) | s3s3 | sase 002 | 5365 | 043 | oemwea | 5526
$3.46 $3.47 .01 $3.64 -0.18 3475

East St. Louis (IL)

can assist in the mainte-
nance and repair of their
vehicles, AAA offers the
Approved Auto Repair pro-
gram as a free public ser-
vice. AAA-approved repair
facilities meet and maintain
high professional standards

lof ricdlar orlaaded oasoling
o e ar unkeaded gasod re

for training, equipment,
cleanliness and custom-
er service. Motorists can
look for the Approved Auto
Repair sign at local auto
repair facilities, or search
for anearby AAA-approved
shop online at AAA.com/

06/14/22
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Repair. AAA branch of-
fices throughout the state
can be found by visiting
www.AAA.com. Follow
AAA Missouri on Twitter:
@AAAMissouri and Face-
book: https://www.facebook.
com/AAAMissouri.

Former Missouri lawmaker
sentenced for fraud schemes

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — A former state law-
maker was sentenced Tuesday to six years
and three months in federal prison for fraud
schemes committed while she ran several med-
ical clinics in southwest Missouri.

Tricia Derges, a Republican from Nixa, was
also ordered to pay $500,600 in restitution, fed-
eral prosecutors said.

She was convicted in June 2022 on 22 counts,
including wire fraud, illegal distribution of con-
trolled substances and making false statements
to investigators.

Derges was elected to the Missouri House in
2020 and resigned days after she was convicted.

Prosecutors said Derges, an assistant physi-
cian, falsely told patients she was treating them
with stem cells and fraudulently tried to obtain
nearly $900,000 in COVID-19 related funds.

Derges founded and operated several medical
clinics in southwest Missouri, including Ozark
Valley Medical Clinic locations and the nonprofit
Lift Up Springfield.

She also was convicted of illegally providing
prescriptions for Oxycodone and Adderall to pa-
tients without conducting in-person evaluations.

Federal prosecutor Randy Eggert had sought
eight years in prison for Derges, while her attor-
ney, Al Watkins, asked for probation.

Before sentencing, Derges touted the thou-
sands of underprivileged individuals she
helped through her clinics. She said her mis-
takes were made “unknowingly” and without
criminal intent, the Springfield News-Leader
reported.
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School shooting survivors call on Missouri lawmakers to act

By SUMMER BALLENTINE Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Survivors
of a deadly school shooting in St. Louis
on Tuesday shared art, music and sto-
ries about gun violence at the Missouri
Capitol while advocating for lawmakers
to act.

“We want to hear the specific actions
you are taking to prevent tragedies like
this one from happening again in our
state and our country,”’ 17-year-old Bry-
anna Love told reporters. “We — all of
us — deserve more than empty promises.
We deserve action.”

A 19-year-old gunman killed two peo-
ple and injured seven others in an Oct.
24 shooting at the Central Visual Arts
and Performing Arts High School, which
Love attends. It was among the dead-
liest school shootings in the U.S. last
year. Tenth-grader Alexzandria Bell and
61-year-old physical education teacher
Jean Kuczka died before police killed the
gunman, former student Orlando Harris,
in an exchange of gunfire.

In a letter she read aloud, Love said
“every morning you get ready for school,
you are acutely aware that life is not
guaranteed.”

Love and several dozen other stu-
dents from the school said they want
lawmakers to listen to them and do
something about gun violence. Sev-
eral St. Louis Democrats attended the

westplainsdailyquill.net

news conference.

Republican Gov. Mike Parson on Mon-
day signed legislation to set aside $20
million for school safety grants in re-
sponse to the shooting.

Democratic lawmakers filed bills to
raise the age to purchase firearms from
18 to 21 and to institute red-flag laws,
which are aimed at keeping firearms
away from people who may be a danger
to themselves or others. But in Missouri’s
Republican-led Legislature, any effort
to limit access to firearms faces steep
opposition.

Ryane Owens, an 18-year-old senior
at Central Visual Arts and Performing
Arts High School, described the anger
and confusion she felt on the day of the
shooting.

She said her painting, titled “Waiting
for Something to Happen,” depicts mania
after a traumatic event. Owens painted
her friend head down on a plate of food
at a table, a glass of spilled milk and a
bowl of pills in milk. A lidless eye reads a
newspaper about impending apocalyptic
natural disasters and a picture on the wall
shows an eye being held forcibly open.

Owens said she catches herself con-
stantly checking for exits and worries
about keeping her family safe.

Angel Muhammad, a 17-year-old ju-
nior, and other students sang “Pumped
Up Kicks” by alternative rock band
Foster the People. The song, which is a

protest against gun violence, describes
a school shooting from the perpetrator’s
perspective, warning children to “run
faster than my bullets.”

Muhammad asked lawmakers to listen
to students and consider passing a red-
flag law.

“No one wants to see another tragedy
like this happen to anyone,” Muhammad
said.

Harris, 19, had a long history of mental
health problems. Police said relatives
monitored his mail and often checked
his room to make sure he did not have
a weapon.

In fact, Harris’ mother called police
on Oct. 15 after she found an AR-15-
style rifle and wanted it removed. But
police said in a statement days after the
shooting that officers “did not have clear
authority” to seize the weapon.

Instead, someone known to the family
took the gun away, but Harris was some-
how able to get it back.

Love said she knows one of the officers
who responded to the mother’s call who
couldn’t remove the gun because of “le-
gal loopholes.” She said that officer lives
with guilt.

“We can prevent this from happening
in the future — it begins here with you,”
Love said. “The more we allow gun
violence to run rampant in the streets
of Missouri, the bloodier your hands
become.”
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OZHrecognized at 22nd
annual HealthCare Service
Excellence Conference

Ozarks Healthcare in
West Plains was recently
recognized with multiple
awards at the 22nd annual
HealthCare Service Excel-
lence Conference hosted by
Custom Learning Systems
in Orlando, Fla.

The Summit Awards
ceremony and Night of Ex-
cellence is a program that
recognizes healthcare or-
ganizations across North
America, established by
Custom Learning Systems.

Pinnacle Achievers in
each of the 18 award cate-
gories are eligible to receive
the prestigious Summit
Award, which recognizes
significant achievement
and dedication in improv-
ing initiatives in quality of
service for patients/custom-
ers, quality of work life for
professionals and the per-
formance of organizations.

At the Night of Excel-
lence, held Nov. 16, 2022,
78 Pinnacle Achievers and
23 Summit Award Recipi-
ents were recognized. Of
those, Ozarks Healthcare
received three Summit
Awards and seven Pinna-
cle Awards

Ozarks Healthcare Sum-
mit Award winner were Jes-
sica Affholder, Neurology,
Service Excellence Advisor
First Year; Karlee Marvin,
Emergency Department,
Implementation Coordina-

tor; and Louise Thompson,
Environmental Services,
Exceptional Employee.

Ozarks Healthcare
Pinnacle Achievers were
Chelsey Vanwinkle, Behav-
ioral Health Center (BHC),
SEA Super Coach; Sarah
James, Therapies, OASIS
Team Captain; EZ Niles, IT
Department, OASIS Super
Coach; Josh Reeves, Vice
President of Development
and Advocacy, Motivat-
ing Administrator; Sarah
James, Joy Anderson, Holly
Isom, Brandilyn Stephens,
Amy Tucker, Hope Smith,
Dewayne Cook, Valarie
Williams, Amber Osborne,
Melynni Yarber and Melo-
dy Hubbell, OASIS Team,;
Tianna Niesen, Myriah
Wallace, Billie Weaver,
Toni Autrey, Mandy Lind-
sey, Addy Van os Keuls and
Chelsey VanWinkle of BHC,
DO-it Improvement Project;
and Dermatology, Medical
Clinic of Choice.First place
was also awarded to Ozarks
Healthcare in a video com-
petition related to the con-
cept of service excellence.

A group of Ozarks
Healthcare staff members
traveled to Orlando to be
recognized at the confer-
ence’s awards ceremony
and attend breakout ses-
sions on a variety of edu-
cational topics.

Custom Learning Sys-

Ozarks Healthcare attendees and award recipients
were recently recognized at the 22nd annual Health-
Care Service Excellence Conference held in Orlando,
Fla. Front row, from left: Tom Keller, Josh Reeves and
EZ Niles. Back row: Erika Ruddy, Megan Thompson,
Sarah James, Chelsey VanWinkle, Kaitlin Caldwell,
Jackie Kimbrough, Karlee Marvin, Elizabeth Bowen,
Jessica Affholder, Jamie Crider, Katie Johnson, Lacey
Carter and Kendra Harralston.

tems is recognized as a
leading expert in helping
healthcare organizations
transform their service
delivery by creating a
culture of engagement
and accountability. The
company achieves this
through educational ini-

tiatives, personalized
coaching and consulting.
Ozarks Healthcare is one
of hundreds of health-
care organizations have
partnered with Custom
Learning Systems in their
journey to excellence in
patient satisfaction.

Mothers with depression take longer to
respond to their child, MU study finds

Findings can spark
future evaluation of
language development
outcomes for at-risk
children of depressed
mothers

A recent study at the
University of Missouri
found mothers who are
struggling with depres-
sion tend to take longer
to respond to their child
during back-and-forth di-
alogue. The findings pro-
vide the basis for further
research to determine
if the slower response
time has any long-term
impacts on the children’s
language development,
vocabulary or academic
outcomes.

Nicholas Smith, an as-
sistant professor in the
MU School of Health Pro-

fessions, and his team lis-
tened to audio recordings
of more than 100 fami-
lies who were involved
in the Early Head Start
program, a federal child
development program
for children whose fam-
ily’s income is at or be-
low the federal poverty
line. Some of the moms
involved were struggling
with depression, and
Smith’s team document-
ed how much time passed
in between responses for
a mother and her child
during back-and-forth
dialogue.

“We found that the time
gap in between respons-
es, in general, gets short-
er between mother and
child as the child ages,
and we also found the
mom’s timing tended to
predict the child’s timing
and vice versa,” Smith
said. “Mothers and chil-
dren are in sync. Chil-

dren who were slower to
respond to their mom of-
ten had moms who were
slower to respond to the
child, and children who
were faster to respond to
their mom had moms who
were faster to respond to
the child. The significant
new finding was that the
moms who were more
depressed took longer
to respond to their child
compared to moms who
were less depressed.”

In the longitudinal
study, using audio record-
ings, they compared the
response time of back-
and-forth dialogue be-
tween mothers and their
children when the chil-
dren were 14 months old
and 36 months old. Going
forward, Smith plans to
further study the dia-
logue response timing
for the same individuals
that were recorded in this
study when the children

were in pre-kindergarten
and also when they were
in fifth grade to examine
how these effects play out
later on in the children’s
development.

“The overall objective
we are hoping to accom-
plish is to better under-
stand how mother-child
interaction works as well
as the underlying mech-
anisms and potential fac-
tors at play,” Smith said.
“Once we identify what
factors drive successful
development outcomes
and what factors poten-
tially impair develop-
ment, we can better iden-
tify at-risk children and
then tailor potential in-
terventions toward those
that can benefit from
them the most.”

Maternal depression and
the timing of mother-child
dialogue” was recently
published in Infant and Child
Development. Funding was
provided by the Mizzou
Alumni Association.
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Howell County Health Department

As warmer weather approaches
and more time is being spent out-
doors, the Howell County Health
Department wants to remind Mis-
sourians to take simple steps to
prevent illnesses that are spread
by ticks and mosquitoes when they

spend time outdoors.

Illnesses that may result from
tick and mosquito bites can range
from mild to sever and, in some
cases, can even be fatal. The two
main tick-borne diseases reported

recent years.
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in Missouri residents are ehrlichi-
osis and Rocky Mountain spotted
fever, followed by tularemia and
Lyme disease. A small number of
Heartland virus and Bourbon virus
cases have also been reported in

West Nile virus is the most com-
mon illness spread by mosquitoes in
Missouri and other parts of the U.S.
According to the Centers of Disease
Control and Prevention, up to 80%
of people infected with West Nile vi-
rus will not develop any symptoms.

Howell County Health Depart-
ment recommends the following
precautions to prevent tick and mos-

ness caused hy ticks and mosquitoes

By Justin Frazier, Environmental quito bites:

- Use insect repellant with ingre-
dients registered by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency such as
DEET, picaridin, IR353S and lemon

eucalyptus oil. Children younger

than 3 should not use lemon euca-

The Avenue Theatre

67496 e}

lyptus oil.

- Apply and reapply insect repel-
lant to exposed skin according to
package instructions.

- Wear long sleeve and pants to
reduce exposed skin when possible.

- Wearing light colors makes it
easier to see ticks that are crawling
on you while outdoors.

- Avoid brushy areas.

307 Washington Ave » West Plains MO + 417-204-5701

Tickets Available at: theavenuetheatre.org

CBCO hlood drive
March 17 at TCMH

Texas County Memorial Hospital will host a blood
drive from 9 a.m to 3 p.m. March 17, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Community Blood Center of the Ozarks will col-
lect blood donations in the Jayson Gentry Community
Safe Room on the TCMH campus, 1333 S. Sam Houston
Blvd. in Houston.

TCMH receives all of its blood supply from CBCO,
say officials, and all blood collected by CBCO stays in
the area to be used by Ozark communities, neighbors
and families, in 44 hospitals across 40 counties. About
250 units of blood are needed each day, and TCMH uses
about 400 units of blood each year, officials add.

Eligible donors can be anyone 16 years old (parental
consent is required for first-time donors who are mi-
nors) or older. Donors must weigh at least 110 pounds
and have not received a blood transfusion in the last
S6 days. All donors must provide identification when
registering to donate.

Donors will receive an exclusive blood drive quar-
ter-zip pullover, while supplies last.

Appointments are not required, however they are
strongly encouraged to manage donor flow. To schedule
an appointment call CBCO at 417-227-5006 or go to www.
cbco.org/donate-blood.

For more information about the blood drive contact
Jason Mayberry, education director at TCMH, at 417-
967-1340 or toll free at 866-967-3311. For questions
regarding donor eligibility, contact the CBCO toll-free
at 800-280-5337.

2023 Missouri Family Physician of
the Year nominations accepted

The Missouri Academy of
Family Physicians (MAFP)
is seeking nominations for
outstanding, caring physi-
cians for the title of Mis-
souri Family Physician of
the Year.

Nominations may be made
by the public, physicians or
their staff, and submitted
online by visiting moafp.
formstack.com/forms/fam-
ily_physician_of_the_year.
The deadline to submit is
April 30.

Visit www.mo-afp.org/
join/member-recognition/
for information about judg-
ing criteria, eligibility re-
quirements, limitations and
the nomination and selection
process. For clarification on
whether a physician meets
the eligibility requirements,
call the MAFP office at 573-
635-0830 or email office@
mo-afp.org.

Recent past winners from
the local area include Dr.
Bruce Preston, West Plains,
recognized in 2017, and Dr.
Robert Shaw, Jr., Willow
Springs, recognized in 2020.

Founded in 1947, the
MAFPrepresents over 2,300
physicians and medical stu-
dents nationwide, and is the
only medical society devot-

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-isswed, FOIC-Insured

Financial Advisor
1704 Kentucky Ave

417-255-0195

‘West Plains, MO 65775

ed solely to primary care,
say officials. Headquartered
in Jefferson City, MAFP is
dedicated to optimizing the
health of patients, families
and communities of Mis-
souri through patient care,
advocacy, education, and
research.

The Missouri Academy
of Family Physicians is the
state chapter of the Ameri-
can Academy of Family Phy-
sicians, which represents
136,700 physicians and med-
ical students nationwide and
is located in Leawood, Kan.

W.S. Senior
Center to host
toenail clinic

Willow Springs Senior
Center, 501 Senior Lane in
Willow Springs, will spon-
sor a foot and toenail
clinic starting at 9a.m. on
Wednesday.

The service provided
by Grace Health Services,
by appointment.

To make an appoint-
ment, call 417-469-3892.
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SPORTS IN BRIEF

By The Associated Press

BASKETBALL

LOS ANGELES — The
family of the late Kobe
Bryant has agreed to a
$28.5 million settlement
with Los Angeles County
to resolve the remaining
claims in a lawsuit over
deputies and firefighters
sharing grisly photos of
the NBA star, his 13-year-
old daughter and other
victims Kkilled in a 2020
helicopter crash, attorneys
and court filings said Tues-
day.

The figure includes a
newly agreed upon pay-
ment from the county of
$13.5 million along with
the $15 million a feder-
al jury awarded Bryant’s
widow, Vanessa Bryant, at
a trial in August.

The agreement resolves
any future claims by
Bryant’s three surviving
daughters, related issues
pending in state court, and
other costs. A proposed
settlement order, which a
judge must approve, was
filed Tuesday in federal
court.

Kobe Bryant, the former
Lakers star, five-time NBA
champion and member
of the Basketball Hall of
Fame, was traveling with
Gianna and seven others
to a youth basketball game
when the helicopter they
were aboard crashed into
hills in Calabasas west of
Los Angeles on Jan. 26,
2020.

PHOENIX — Kevin Du-
rant is expected to make
his Phoenix Suns debut
Wednesday night against
the Charlotte Hornets.

The Suns made the an-
nouncement on social me-
dia. The 13-time All-Star
came to Phoenix on Feb. 9
in a blockbuster trade that
sent Mikal Bridges, Cam
Johnson, Jae Crowder and
four first-round picks to
the Brooklyn Nets.

Durant hasn’t played for
the Suns while recovering

from a sprained knee lig-
ament. The 34-year-old is
still one of the game’s elite
scorers, averaging nearly
30 points per game this
season.

MEMPHIS, Tenn. —
LeBron James’ injury
hasn’t changed the Los
Angeles Lakers’ goal of
reaching the postseason.

Lakers coach Darvin
Ham said James is still
going through medical
evaluations before the
team makes a decision on
how long the NBA’s ca-
reer scoring leader may be
unavailable after injuring
his right foot Sunday in a
victory over Dallas.

BASEBALL
PEORIA, Ariz. — All-
Star slugger Manny Mach-

ado and the San Diego Pa-
dres have finalized a $350
million, 11-year contract,
the fourth-largest in base-
ball history.

The deal will keep
Machado with the Padres
through 2033 and is the
latest contract handed out
by big-spending owner Pe-
ter Seidler.

Machado, who has
helped turn the Padres into
a World Series contender,
finished second in the NL
MVP race last year.

GLENDALE, Ariz. —
Gavin Lux will miss the
season for the Los Angeles
Dodgers because of torn
ligaments in his right knee.

The 25-year-old was in
line to become Los An-
geles’ starting shortstop
before getting hurt in a
spring training game.

FOOTBALL

Washington Command-
ers owner Dan Snyder’s
future is on the agenda
for discussion at upcom-
ing committee meetings in
Florida ahead of the annu-
al NFL meeting in Arizona
in late March, according to
a person familiar with the
docket.

The person, who spoke

to The Associated Press
on condition of anonym-
ity Tuesday because the
person wasn’t authorized
to release details, said vot-
ing to oust Snyder if he
chooses not to sell the team
remains a possibility.

Indianapolis Colts own-
er Jim Irsay, at a league
meeting in October, said
there’s “merit to remove”
Snyder. That would take
an unprecedented vote of
24 of the other 31 team
owners to happen.

Two weeks after Irsay’s
comments, and with multi-
ple investigations ongoing
into the team’s workplace
culture, finances and Sny-
der himself, he and wife
Tanya hired a firm to
“consider possible trans-
actions.” Asked at the time
if the Snyders were consid-
ering selling part or all of
the team, a spokesperson
said, “We are exploring all
options.”

CHARLOTTE, N.C. —
The Carolina Panthers will
meet with free agent quar-
terback Derek Carr this
week at the NFL scouting
combine in Indianapolis,
according to a person fa-
miliar with the situation.

The person spoke to
The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity be-
cause the team doesn’t an-
nounce its meetings with
free agents. The NFL Net-
work was first to report the
planned meeting.

The Las Vegas Raiders
released Carr on Feb. 14
rather than pay him $40.4
million in guaranteed mon-
ey. The 31-year-old Carr
already has met with the
New York Jets and the New
Orleans Saints. Jets gen-
eral manager Joe Doug-
las said while speaking at
the combine that the team
will meet again with Carr
sometime this week in In-
dianapolis.

CLEVELAND — The
record-setting contract
Deshaun Watson received
from the Browns could un-

Online Bill Pay

Ozarks Healthcare is committed to providing excellent health care in a manner that is affordable to all
of our patients. It is our goal to work with you and your insurance, Medicare, or Medicaid provider to
obtain payment for services.

dergo some revising.

Cleveland general man-
ager Andrew Berry indi-
cated the team may con-
sider restructuring the
five-year, $230 million deal
—to clear salary cap space
— it used to entice Watson
to agree to a trade from
Houston to the Browns one
year ago.

The Browns are approx-
imately $14 million over
the salary cap and need
to get under it if they in-
tend to be active in free
agency, which opens on
March 1S. Watson’s deal
not only made league his-
tory because it was fully
guaranteed, but his salary
cap hit is $55 million in
2023, another record.

PHILADELPHIA — The
NFC champion Philadel-
phia Eagles are moving
on with new offensive and
defensive coordinators.

The Eagles promoted
quarterbacks coach Brian
Johnson to offensive coor-
dinator, replacing Shane
Steichen after he left to
become head coach of the
Indianapolis Colts. The
Eagles also named Sean
Desai as defensive coor-
dinator, hiring him away
from his role as associate
head coach with the Seattle
Seahawks. Desai succeeds
Jonathan Gannon, who left
after the Super Bowl to be-
come the head coach of the
Arizona Cardinals.

INDIANAPOLIS —
Buffalo Bills defensive
coordinator Leslie Fra-
zier informed the team he
is taking a year off from
coaching but plans to re-
turn for the 2024 season.

Speaking at the NFL
combine, coach Sean Mc-
Dermott cited what was a
“long and hard season” in
saying Frazier informed
him of the decision last
week. McDermott did not
go into further detail on
the reasons behind his
longtime trusted adviser’s
decision to step away from
football.
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ATLANTA — The Atlan-
ta Falcons released quar-
terback Marcus Mariota,
a move that was expect-
ed after the veteran was
benched late in the season.

The Falcons were S5-8
with Mariota as the start-
er before rookie Desmond
Ridder started the final
four games, winning two.
Mariota signed a $10.5 mil-
lion, two-year deal with
Atlanta after the Falcons
traded longtime starter
Matt Ryan to Indianapolis.

EAST RUTHERFORD,
N.J. — The New York Gi-
ants have told wide receiv-
er Kenny Golladay he will
be released after two hor-
rible seasons.

Speaking to Giants fans
during a question-and-an-
swer telephone session at
the NFL scouting com-
bine on Tuesday, general
manager Joe Schoen said
the 29-year-old receiver
recently was informed of
the decision.

PHILADELPHIA — Irv
Cross, the former Phila-
delphia Eagles player and
CBS NFL announcer who
died in 2021 at 81, has been
diagnosed with the brain
disease CTE.

Boston University re-
searchers say Cross suf-
fered from chronic trau-
matic encephalopathy.
The researchers said he
suffered from stage 4 CTE,
which is the most advanced
kind of the disease.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

INDIANAPOLIS — Col-
lege football administra-
tors are looking at ways to
reduce the number of plays
in games in the name of
player safety, with a tweak
in clock operating proce-
dures likely the first step.

The NCAA Football
Rules Committee is meet-
ing in Indianapolis this
week, and recommenda-
tions it forwards and ap-
proved in the spring would
take effect next season.

Steve Shaw, NCAA sec-
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retary-rules editor and of-
ficials coordinator, said the
average number of plays
per game in the Bowl Sub-
division has hovered at
180 the past three seasons.
NFL games average 154.

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.
— Four former Tennes-
see football staffers have
received multiyear show-
cause penalties for their
roles in recruiting viola-
tions under agreements
with the NCAA.

The NCAA said that the
four had reached agree-
ments with the enforce-
ment staff that include
show-cause penalties
ranging from three to five
years, making it difficult
for them to get other col-
lege jobs during that time.

The NCAA did not iden-
tify the former staffers
who worked under former
coach Jeremy Pruitt, but
SI.com identified them as
inside linebackers coach
Brian Niedermeyer, out-
side linebackers coach
Shelton Felton, director
of player personnel Drew
Hughes and student assis-
tant Michael Magness.

HOCKEY

NEW YORK — The New
York Rangers acquired
Patrick Kane in a trade
with the Chicago Black-
hawk, reuniting the star
winger with former team-
mate Artemi Panarin and
stamping themselves as a
Stanley Cup contender in
the loaded Eastern Con-
ference.

After days of rumors
and salary cap maneu-
vering, the Rangers sent
a conditional 2023 sec-
ond-round pick, a 2025
fourth-rounder and mi-
nor-leaguer Andy We-
linski to the rebuilding
Blackhawks and received
24-year-old Cooper Zech.
Arizona received a 2025
fifth-rounder from New
York to retain 25% of
Kane’s salary, with Chi-
cago keeping 50%.
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