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South Fork raises $22K for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital

By KIMBERLY LANGSTON,
KIMBERLYL@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

Administration, faculty, 
staff, patrons and students of 
South Fork School have long 
been supporters of the St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital, 
raising funds for the facility 
each year. They outdid them-
selves this year by surpassing 
their $21,000 fundraising goal 

by about $1,000.
Principal Dr. Seth Huddleston 

made a presentation about it at 
the recent February meeting 
of the West Plains R-7 School 
Board, and spoke enthusiasti-
cally about the work put in and 
the pride the school takes in 
donating to such a worthy cause.

The school partnered with 
K-Kountry 95 Radio in Thayer, 
and has been working with the 

station since 2010 for the annual 
fundraiser. Over those years, 
South Fork has raised a total of 
about $125,000, and have labeled 
the effort “Kids Helping Kids.”

A big part of the event is 
getting students involved and 
excited about helping other 
children. St Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital is located 
in Memphis, Tenn., and was 
established in 1962 in no small 

part with the involvement of the 
late actor Danny Thomas whose 
works include the 1953-64 TV 
show“Make Room for Daddy 
(The Danny Thomas Show).” St. 
Jude is recognized worldwide as 
a facility that treats children at 
no cost to families. The hospital 
is also renowned for its research 
into the treatment and cures for 
childhood diseases and cancers.

This year South Fork 

volunteers sold snacks like piz-
za and ice cream during the 
school day, and held giveaways 
of items and services donated by 
Simmons Bank, Silver Springs 
Storage, Hirsch Feed and Farm 
Supply, Edgeller and Harper 
Farm Equipment, Ozark Quick 
Lube, Heritage Tractor, Jacob 
Garrett Law Office, Mission 

West Plains High School junior and Zizzer Pride Band trombonist Ell Bennington 
takes a moment to reflect during a February trip to New York City, taking in the 
view from Top of the Rock, an observation platform at Rockefeller Center. Benning-
ton’s trip was the result of a successful audition process, culminating in taking the 
stage as part of the Honors Performance Series at Carnegie Hall, sponsored by the 
WorldStrides Organization.   COURTESY

Zizzer trombonist reflects on 
Carnegie Hall experience

By KIMBERLY LANGSTON,
KIMBERLYL@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

Take note and start spreading the news: Ell Ben-
nington, a junior at West Plains High School and a 
trombone player with the Zizzer Pride Band, has 
joined the ranks of accomplished musicians who 
have performed at Carnegie Hall.

Bennington and father Cody Sanders left Feb. 7, 
flying from Memphis, Tenn., and Charlotte, N.C., 
to New York City to take part in the Honors Per-
formance Series, sponsored by the WorldStrides 
Organization. West Plains High School Principal 
Ryan Smith and Zizzer Pride Band Director Rocky 
Long, also traveled to the Big Apple to see the stu-
dent perform.

Getting there began with a highly selective 
process involving the nomination of a student by a 
music educator, then being sent music to rehearse, 
then a performance of that music recorded and sent 
as an audition.

The Honors Performance Series ran through Feb. 
11, a whirlwind of rehearsals with some sightseeing 
thrown in. The performers had the challenging task 
of meeting their bandmates, being given pieces 
to rehearse and having two eight-hour rehearsal 
sessions, one each on Feb. 8 and 9, plus a rehearsal 
Feb. 10 and a sound check before their performance 
that evening. The performance was four pieces, 
lasting about 30 minutes. On Feb. 11, Bennington 
took in a last look at New York City, for the time 
being, and headed home.

Relating the experience to the Quill after the 
dust settled form the trip, Bennington said the size 
of the stage at Carnegie Hall itself inspired awe, 
describing it as “massive and gorgeous.”

There were 97 musicians from 48 states including 
Alaska, and some U.S. territories, such as Guam. 
It was good to perform with other musicians of 
the same age with the same enthusiasm, focus, 
ambition and dedication to their craft, commented 
Bennington, who was one of seven trombonists in 

Ozark Cafe to 
donate portion of 
Thursday sales 
toward cystic 
fibrosis research

Ozark Cafe will hold a cys-
tic fibrosis fundraising day 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thurs-
day at 662 Missouri Ave. in 
West Plains.

Cystic Fibrosis of West 
Plains volunteers said 
owners Raymond and Kim 
Eding and their staff will “be 
cooking up some great food 
for everyone to come and 
enjoy.” The specials will be 
fried chicken and meatloaf, 
and a portion of all sales, 
whether dine-in, carryout or 
drive-thru, will be donated 
to Cystic Fibrosis of West 
Plains.

Servers will also have a 
competition for most popu-
lar waitress that day and the 
winner will be the one with 
the most money in their tip 
jar.

The Cystic Fibrosis orga-
nization has raised money 

Teen traveled to NYC for Honors  
Performance Series in February

See SOUTH FORK,  Page A4

See OZARK CAFE,  Page A4

Southern Bank of West 
Plains has donated 
$1,000 to help with 
cystic fibrosis research 
through Cystic Fibrosis 
of West Plains, and the 
group’s upcoming an-
nual concert fundraiser 
event will give music 
fans a chance to con-
tribute while enjoying 
an evening of enter-
tainment provided by 
nationally-acclaimed 
country recording artist 
Sara Evans. It will begin 
at 7 p.m. March 16 at 
the West Plains Civic 
Center with live and 
silent auctions and a 
performance by local 
volunteer singing group Jessica’s Friends. Tickets for adults are $30 in advance or $40 at the door, and $5 for children age 12 and younger, 
whether purchased in advance or at the door. They may be purchased with a credit card by phone by calling the civic center at 417-256-
8123, at Ticketmaster.com/Sara Evans or by scanning a QR code on promotional posters that will take users to the Ticketmaster website. 
From left: Jessica’s Friends member Katlyn Johnson; Cystic Fibrosis of West Plains volunteer Lois Frazier; Southern Bank employees Jeromy 
Beasley, Skyler Tompkins, Lindsey Peterman, Andrea Atchison and Weston Gant; Cystic Fibrosis volunteer Kaigan Barker; Southern Bank 
employee Amanda Wallace; Cystic Fibrosis volunteer Jessica Joice-Frazier; Southern Bank employee Tyler Martin holding sons Mason and 
Blake; and Jessica’s Friends members Nevaeh Johnson and Bella Johnson.   STAFF / KIMBERLY LANGSTON

See CARNEGIE,  A4

Southern Bank donates $1,000 toward Cystic Fibrosis Concert
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W E A T H E R
TODAY: 
Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 64. Wind chill values 
as low as 40 early. North 
wind 5 to 10 mph becom-
ing east in the afternoon.
Sunrise: 6:31 a.m.
Sunset: 6:07 p.m.

Temperature Year Ago
High: 71
Low: 44

Precipitation: 
6.36 inches
Last Year: 
9.61 inches +1.44
Normal: 6.26 inches

T O N I G H T:  M o s t-
ly cloudy, with a low 
around 46. East wind 6 
to 10 mph.

TOMORROW: Showers 
likely, mainly after noon. 
Mostly cloudy, with a 
high near 60. Southeast 
wind 10 to 14 mph, with 
gusts as high as 20 mph. 
Chance of precipitation 
is 70%. New precipita-

tion amounts between 
a quarter and half of an 
inch possible.

THURSDAY NIGHT: 
Showers likely, then 
showers and possibly a 
thunderstorm after mid-
night. Low around 50. 
Chance of precipitation 
is 90%.

FRIDAY: Showers and 
possibly a thunder-
storm. High near 67. 
Chance of precipitation 
is 80%.

FRIDAY NIGHT: Show-
ers likely and possibly 
a thunderstorm before 
midnight, then a chance 
of showers and thunder-
storms after midnight. 
Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 39.

SATURDAY: A chance 
of showers before noon. 
Partly sunny, with a 
high near 51.

HOWELL COUNTY HEALTH  
DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS
Jan. 18-Feb. 26

Alpine Shave Ice, 
mobile truck based in 
Squires, inspected Feb. 
21. No violations.

CFA Branson Food 
Truck, 607 W. Main St., 
Branson, inspected Jan. 
30. No violations.

Conjure House Coffee, 
2105 Hubert Redburn 
Drive, West Plains, in-
spected Jan. 19. Routine 
inspection under new 
ownership, approved for 
opening. One violation: no 
hand washing sink. Rein-
spection set for March 18.

Full Quiver Cafe, 
408-2 U.S. 60, Mtn. 
View, inspected Jan. 18. 
Pre-opening inspection, 
approved for opening; 
will reinspect at open-
ing. Three violations: 
Temperature measuring 
devices were not used 
in all cold storage units 
as required, shields were 
needed on light bulbs in 
prep areas and a wall 

in the back storage area 
needed finishing/repair. 
Deadline given of Jan. 
31 for reinspection; no 
updates available as of 
press time.

McDonald’s No. 2, 1320 
Porter Wagoner Blvd., 
West Plains, inspected 
Jan. 19. Four violations: 
sanitizer too low in buck-
ets holding wash cloths, 
hot water temp lower 
than the required min-
imum of 100 degrees at 
prep area and bathroom 
hand sinks, a wall near 
the ice machine was in 
need of repair and clean-
ing was observed to be 
needed in the vent hood, 
drive-thru area floor-
ing, back storage area 
and under ice cream ma-
chine. Reinspection set 
for Feb. 18 for all issues. 
No updates available as 
of press time.

South Fork Lunchbox 
mobile truck, 3213 U.S. 
160, West Plains, inspect-

ed Feb. 6. No violations.
Spring Dipper, 674 Mis-

souri Ave., West Plains, 
inspected Jan. 19. Two vi-
olations: A temperature 
measuring device was 
not observed in the front 
small refrigerators and 
an unlabeled spray bottle 
was found in the back prep 
area; bottles are required 
to be labeled. Both were 
corrected onsite.

West Plains Farmers & 
Artisans Market, 222 W. 
Main St., West Plains. In-
spected Feb. 21 for reopen-
ing. Approved for opening 
and will reinspect prior to 
opening. No violations.

Health inspection results 
for West Plains and Howell 

County businesses are 
provided by the Howell 

County Health Department. 
Details in the report include 
inspector comments, based 

on findings. Inspections 
and their results are public 

record. View current and 
past inspections online at 

howeelcountyhealth.com/
health-inspections.

Five hurt in recent traffic crashes
Toni L. Joyce, 42, Dora, 

was injured in a two-ve-
hicle crash at 7:48 a.m. 
Monday on CC Highway, 6 
miles west of West Plains 
in Howell County, accord-
ing to the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol.

Msgt. T.W. Meyer, 
Troop G, Willow Springs, 
reported an eastbound 
2018 Chevrolet Traverse 
driven by Joyce crossed 
the center line into the 
path of a westbound 2019 
Dodge Ram 1500 driven 
by Logan R. Black, 32, 
West Plains.

The vehicles side-
swiped and the Chevro-
let ran off the road and 
struck a tree, Meyer re-
ported.

Both drivers were 
wearing seat belts and 
Joyce was transported 
by ambulance to Ozarks 
Healthcare in West Plains 
for treatment of moderate 
injuries. No injuries were 
reported for Black.

A West Plains man suf-
fered minor injuries in a 
chain-reaction crash in-
volving three vehicles at 
2:01 p.m. Friday on east 
U.S. 160, a mile east of 
West Plains.

Msgt. Meyer report-
ed a 2000 Pontiac Grand 
Prix driven by Vernon W. 
Decker, 27, West Plains, 
and a 2008 Chevrolet Sil-
verado driven by Roger 
P. Smith, 44, Alton, had 
slowed in the westbound 
lane for a vehicle making 
a turn.

A 17-year-old girl from 
Mtn. Home, Ark., was the 
driver of a 2005 Ponti-
ac Sunfire, also heading 
west; Meyer stated she 
failed to see the vehicles 
had slowed and her car 
rear-ended the Grand 
Prix, pushing it into the 
pickup truck.

Each driver wore a 
seat belt and Decker was 
taken by private vehicle 
to Ozarks Healthcare 
for treatment, the report 
shows. No injuries were 
reported for Smith or the 

teen driver, whose identity 
is not reported by the patrol 
as protected information be-
cause she is a minor.

A semitruck overturned 
at 3:15 a.m. Monday on south 
U.S. 63, 4 miles south of West 
Plains, resulting in minor in-
juries to a man from Brook-
lyn, N.Y.

Tpr. A.K. Falterman re-
ported a northbound 2021 
Volvo tractor-trailer driven 
by Davron Rozikov, 24, ran 
off the right side of the road, 
where it overturned. Davron 
was wearing a seat belt, and 
was transported to Ozarks 
Healthcare for treatment, 
the report shows.

Falterman was assisted at 
the scene by Tprs. T.D. Pond 
and C.C. Battreal.

Paul L. Hart, 72, Ava, suf-
fered moderate injuries in a 
two-vehicle crash at 7:10 p.m. 
Saturday on Highway 413, a 

half-mile south of Spring-
field in Greene County.

Cpl. D.L. Johnson, Troop 
D of the patrol, Springfield, 
reported a northbound 2016 
Chevrolet Equinox driven 
by a 17-year-old Springfield 
boy failed to yield and made 
a left turn into the path of 
a southbound 2016 Toyota 
Camry driven by Nancy 
Leach-Smith, 66, Mt. Ver-
non.

The impact of the crash 
caused the Chevrolet to 
overturn and the teen suf-
fered moderate injuries, 
as did Leach-Smith and 
passenger Hart. All were 
wearing seat belts and were 
transported by ambulance 
to Mercy Hospital in Spring-
field for treatment, accord-
ing to the patrol.

Johnson was assisted at 
the scene by Cpl. D.W. Hen-
ley.

Cleaning Services
Commercial - Residential - Industrial

417-256-0459
www.partnersnshine.com

Established 1986
Bonded & Insured

Partners  
In Shine
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Services Include: 
Strip & Wax Floors 

Carpet Cleaning • Buffing
 Machine Scrub 

Ceramic Tile Floors 
Power Washing 

Windows Inside & Outside

Wright Spray Foam
Insulators, LLC

Sign� ic� tly 
LOWER your ENERGY BILLS

with spray FOAM INSULATION.

Ervin Gingerich - 417-926-2052
B. Eli Yoder - 417-746-4932

Residential and Commercial
Spray foam insulation will make your home or business 

more comfortable and will lower your overall energy usage costs.

We always provide the highest quality work, and we promise to be professional and timely.

692706at

ALL PET
& equine supply

ALL PET
& equine supply
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Seems that God likes circles. 
The sun, moon, planets & earth are round. 

Each year, Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall
circles around, as well as the clock circles from
Day to Day. 

We have circles of Family and Friends, and
spheres of influence in our Community and
Work. 

If The Maker of heaven and earth did good
work in His circles, let’s do good work in ours.

Let’s shine our lights and sow good seeds.
Make the most of each Day and share His
blessings.  

Be Blessed 
Tracey Jo
 

CIRCLES
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A-State announces students who 
graduated at fall 2023 commencement

Arkansas State University in 
Jonesboro, Ark., has announced 
the list of students who completed 
degree requirements to graduate 
at Fall Commencement, held Dec. 
16 in First National Bank Arena. 
The list includes graduates from 45 
states and territories and 18 other 
countries.

Chancellor Todd Shields pre-
sented diplomas at the associate, 
bachelor’s, master’s, specialist and 
doctoral levels, along with various 
program certificates, as awarded 
through the various colleges: Ag-
riculture, Neil Griffin College of 
Business, Education and Behavioral 
Science, Engineering and Computer 
Science, Liberal Arts and Communi-
cation, Nursing and Health Profes-
sions, Sciences and Mathematics, 
and University College

.Undergraduates with a 4.0 GPA 
are designated as graduating sum-
ma cum laude. Those with a GPA 
of 3.8-3.99 graduated magna cum 
laude, and those with a GPA of 3.6-
3.79 graduated cum laude.

Baxter County, Ark
Cotter: Sally Ann Hall, Bachelor 

of Science in Nursing.
Gassville: Skyler James King, 

Master of Science, Sport Adminis-
tration; Lexy Eileen Baxter, Certif-
icate Program, Special Education 
Director; Austin H. Apple, Bachelor 
of Science in Mechanical Engineer-
ing; Faye J. Williams, Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing; and Addison K. 
Ray, Associate of Arts.

Mtn. Home: Madilyn Dalane 
Jones, Master of Accountancy, Ac-
counting with Data Analytics; Sarah 
S. DelaCruz, Master of Science, 
Early Childhood Services; Pame-
la Ann Braun, Master of Science 
in Education, School Counseling; 
Heather Anne Gilbert, Master of 
Science in Education, Special Edu-
cation K-12; Stephanie D. Hughes, 
Master of Science in Education, 
Special Education Gifted, Talented, 
Creative; Abby McMackins Thom-
as, Master of Science in Education 
K-12; Joseph R. Steves, Master of 
Science in Nursing; James Wayne 
Dieckhoff, Bachelor of Arts, His-
tory; Laura M. Feltz, Bachelor of 
Arts, Psychology, magna cum laude; 
Amanda Renae Brown, Bachelor 
of Science, Strategic Communica-
tions; Lisa A. Browning, Bachelor of 

Science, Business Administration; 
Mathew J. Jesse, Bachelor of Sci-
ence, Business Administration; Hei-
di Ann Tovar, Bachelor of Science, 
Business Administration; Branden 
Calls Carnal, Associate of Applied 
Science in Nursing; Cassie A. Jones, 
Associate of Applied Science in 
Nursing; Hannah M. Langhammer, 
Associate of Applied Science in 
Nursing; Victoria Ruth Robb, Asso-
ciate of Applied Science in Nursing; 
Abbigail M. Stephens, Associate of 
Applied Science in Nursing; Emery 
G. Davis, Associate of Arts; Desarae 
C. Adair, Associate of Science; Lau-
ren R. Dewey, Associate of Science; 
Justien R. Dieckhoff, Associate of 
Science; Spencer R. Feltz, Associ-
ate of Science; Katelyn M. McLean, 
Associate of Science; Sydney Lynn 
Miller, Associate of Science; Mande-
lyn Jane Smeltzer Associate of Sci-
ence; Laney N. Stout, Associate of 
Science; and Amanda Rena Brown, 
Certificate of Proficiency, Social 
Media Management.

Norfork: Stacey R. Bradbury, 
Master of Science in Education, 
Educational Leadership, and Kinley 
R. Stowers, Bachelor of Science, 
Business Administration.

Fulton County, Ark.
Ash Flat: John Wesley Taylor, 

Bachelor of Science in Education, 
Physical Education, and Hannah 
Claire Gibson, Associate of Science.

Cherokee Village: Matthew David 
Dombkowski, Master of Science in 
Education, Education Theory and 
Practice.

Elizabeth: Destiny M. Brueckner, 
Master of Science in Education, 
Special Education K-12.

Gepp: Rachel Ann Dewey, Master 
of Science in Education, Educational 
Leadership.

Mammoth Spring: Hayden Seth 
Savage, Bachelor of Science, Cre-
ative Media Production; Madyson 
B. Hufstedler, Associate of Science; 
and Tessa Marie Smith, Associate 
of Science.

Salem: April Danielle Oliver Mas-
ter of Business Administration; Ka-
tie L. Southard, Master of Science 
in Education, Educational Lead-
ership; Tyler E. Conner, Bachelor 
of Science, Exercise Science, cum 
laude; Amber L. Yates, Associate of 
Arts; Shae L. Bassham, Associate of 
Science; Dustin C. Bullard, Associ-

ate of Science; Hannah R. Guffey, 
Associate of Science; Kylee J. Hum-
phries, Associate of Science; Jaycie 
I. Strong, Associate of Science; and 
Cole Jameson Young, Associate of 
Science.

Izard County, Ark.
Calico Rock: Virginia C. Pharis, 

Associate of Arts.
Melbourne: Tanner D. Hoskinds, 

Master of Science in Education, 
Educational Leadership.

Oxford: William Derrell McBride, 
Specialist in Education, Educational 
Leadership.

Sharp County, Ark.
Ash Flat: Angela B. Scercy, Mas-

ter of Arts in Teaching; Nathan P. 
Wright, Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing; MyKaela Breann Spetnagel, As-
sociate of Science; and Kyle Thomas 
Olson, Certificate of Proficiency, 
Limited X-Ray Machine Operator.

Cherokee Village: Romona Elyse 
Haney, Specialist in Education, Ed-
ucational Leadership; Abbigail M. 
Sutton, Bachelor of Arts, Psychol-
ogy; Caitlan P. Boyce, Associate 
of Science; and Grant A. Sanders, 
Associate of Science.

Highland: Nicholas C. Ivey, Asso-
ciate of Science.

Douglas County
Ava: Jessica N. Hutson, Specialist 

in Education, Educational Leader-
ship.

Howell County
Pottersville: Bridget Nicole Lars-

en, Master of Science in Education, 
Educational Leadership.

West Plains: Brandon Kyle Hunt, 
Specialist in Education, Education-
al Leadership; Amanda Jo Collins, 
Master of Science in Education, 
Special Education K-12; Amy Lea 
Schmitt, Master of Science in Ed-
ucation, Educational Leadership; 
Caitlin D. Woodworth, Master of Sci-
ence in Education, School Counsel-
ing; and Kaylynn Jewell Newberry, 
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture, 
Agricultural Business.

Oregon County
Koshkonong: Elizabeth Kate Bu-

chanan, Associate of Science.
Thayer: Carlie Lane Dennis, Mas-

ter of Accountancy, Accounting with 
Data Analytics.

O.I.L. to hold Stars & Stripes Social for veterans
Ozark Independent Living will hold its 

annual Stars and Stripes Social from 4 to 
6 p.m. March 28 at the John T. Kirk Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 1898, 1401 Bill 
Virdon Blvd. in West Plains.

Appetizers and a dessert will be served, 
along with coffee, tea and lemonade, ca-

tered by the Wildflower Cafe, and there 
will be bingo.

All veterans and one guest each are wel-
come. Those planning to attend are asked 
to RSVP so organizers will know how many 
refreshments to provide; do so by calling 
Lori Cox at 417-256-8714, extension 201.

Missouri Democratic Party’s presidential primary is March 23

The Missouri Democratic Party 
(MDP) is accepting requests for 
mail-in ballots to vote in the presi-
dential primary election scheduled 
on March 23. Registered Missouri 
voters can request a ballot online 
by March 12 at request.mrgvote.
com/Missouri, or call 855-433-8683.

Additionally, the Missouri Demo-
cratic Party announced the Democrat-
ic National Committee has fully ap-
proved MDP’s plan for Missouri’s 2024 
Democratic Presidential Primary.

Missouri’s Democratic presiden-
tial primary will be a hybrid elec-
tion, offering Missouri Democrats 
an opportunity to cast their votes 

Mail-in ballots available 
through March 12

by mail or at an in-person voting site 
from 8 a.m. until noon on the day 
of the primary. Pending final avail-
ability, at least one in-person voting 
site will be held in each county, with 
additional sites in larger counties, 
said party officials.

Area voting locations confirmed 
to date are the West Plains Civic 
Center, 110 St. Louis St., for Howell 
County; the Texas County Adminis-
trative Building, 210 Grand Ave. in 
Houston for Texas County; Hartville 
Free Baptist Church, 5658 Z High-
way for Wright County; and Oregon 
County Courthouse, 1 Court Square 
in Alton, for Oregon County.

Missourians who were officially 
registered to vote by Feb. 21 are 
eligible to vote in the Missouri Dem-
ocratic presidential preference pri-

mary election, so long as the voter 
is not registered as a Republican, 
party officials note. Mail-in ballots 
must be returned to the Missouri 
Democratic Party by 10 a.m. March 
23. Votes will be counted by March 
25, with the announcement to be 
made by March 28, officials added.

Missouri Republicans held pres-
idential preference caucuses on 
Saturday, with former President 
Donald Trump claiming the state 
party’s nomination, reported the 
Associated Press.

The difference in procedures fol-
lows a a change signed into law 
in 2022 by Gov. Mike Parson to 
eliminate the state-run presidential 
preference primary election in fa-
vor of a party-run system to choose 
presidential nominees in Missouri.
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Justin Shelby
1721 Gibson St. 
West Plains MO 
417-256-3434 

Shelbysf.com 
A Good Neighbor with Great Rates

DID
YOU

KNOW

...has a magazine due to a
Missouri Humanities Grant?

They do!!
You can pick the magazines up at the Senior Center 

or Welcome Center
and other locations in

West Plains.
The magazine presents the

Oral History of
West Plains &

fun local stories.
Call the Administrator
of the Senior Center,

Joy Pace,
for information at
417-256-4055

705655jt

417-256-5175
1520 Porter Wagoner Blvd. | West Plains

T-B-N
ELECTRICAL
SUPPLY
Serving You For Over 50 Years!

HOURS:
MON.- FRI. 
7:30am - 5pm
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Remember when:
This ad ran in the 

Spring 1984 West Plains Gazette

AND HERE WE ARE TODAY!
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www.amfam.comBOBBIE D JOYCE
3110 N US HWY 63
West Plains, MO 65775
Bus: (417) 256-4488
Email: bjoyce@amfam.com

Access Anytime: 
1-800-MYAMFAM (800-692-6326)
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First Medical Walk-In Clin-
ic, Midwest Archery, John-
son Machine Works, Bro-
ken Bow Archery, Tyree’s 
Fertilizer and the St. Louis 
Cardinals.

Additionally, the school 
partnered with Jo Coffee 
Co. to hold coffee sales, 
and T-shirt sales were 
sponsored by Caffeine and 
Chaos, plus Valentine’s Day 
“cookie grams” were sold 
with the help of baker Jeff 
Wood.

Artist and South Fork 
Elementary art teacher 
Kathy Grigsby donated 
a painting that was auc-
tioned, and additional do-
nations were made by Don’s 
Goodyear Auto Service and 
West Plains Sunrise Rotary.

SOUTH FORK 
From Page A4

South Fork School has continued with its St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital fundraiser this year, donat-
ing about $22,000 to the worthy cause through its “Kids Helping Kids” campaign and a partnership with the 
K-Kountry 95 St. Jude Radiothon. Since 2010, the elementary school has raised about $125,000 total for the 
nonprofit hospital in Memphis, Tenn., that treats children and conducts research into childhood diseases and 
cancers without charge to families. South Fork Principal Dr. Seth Huddleston, along with some staff members 
and students, shared their experience with the West Plains R-7 School Board during a recent meeting. Seated 
from left: students Caleb Russell, Hazel Riggs, Evelyn Rodriguez and Kenley Russell. Standing: second grade 
teacher Nichole Riggs, student Aubry Holmes in front of Huddleston, speech-language teacher Caty Holmes 
holding the sign with first grade teacher Amber Russell on the opposite side, students Granger Johnson and 
Reese Johnson in front of faculty member Katelyn Johnson, and third grade teacher Patricia Rodriguez hold-
ing daughter Meritt.

through an annual country music concert, which is its signa-
ture fundraising event, and Buddy Bass Tournament.

Kim Eding and cystic fibrosis volunteers will be selling 
chances to enter into a gun giveaway featuring a 9 mm Kim-
ber and a .22-caliber Keltec pistol donated by 4730 Lumber, 
Randy and Kelly McGinnis, and Adam and Mindy Williams.

The winning ticket will be drawn on March 16, during the 
36th annual Cystic Fibrosis Concert featuring Sara Evans. 
Concert tickets will also be available for purchase at the 
restaurant; advance tickets are $30 for adults and tickets for 
children 12 and younger are $5 in advance and the day of the 
event.

Organizers invited all to come join them Thursday at Ozark 
Cafe for a “fun time and some great food.”

OZARK CAFE 
From Page A1

the ensemble.
The selection for the Honors 

Performance Series Band and con-
sistently high competition ratings 
should earn scholarship money, 
besides being an amazing memory 
for the teen. The conductor/direc-
tor of the Honors Performance 
Series Band, Dr. T. Andre Faegin 
of Central Washington University, 
has offered to write a letter of 
recommendation for college and 
scholarship applications.

Sanders recalled of the experi-
ence that Faegin made a point to 
remind the young performers how 
impressive and talented they were, 
particularly considering the group 
had only about 16 hours of rehears-
al together before taking the stage.

Bennington will have the chance 
to try out again next year for the 
opportunity to perform at another 
iconic venue, the world-renowned 
Sydney Opera House in Sydney, 
Australia. If Bennington makes 
the cut, that trip will take place in 
August 2025, and include musicians 
from around the world, not just the 
United States.

The sightseeing in New York City 
included a Hudson River dinner 
cruise on the “Spirit of New York” 
ferry, Rockefeller Center and Top 
of the Rock, and Bennington and 
Sanders were able to take in the 
Broadway musical “Hamilton.”

Their choices also included 
“Wicked” and “Hades Town.” Ben-
nington confessed an initial pref-
erence for “Hades Town,” but the 
first 30 seconds of “Hamilton” let 
the youth feeling “blown away” by 
the level of professionalism and 
talent. In the weeks since the ex-
perience, Bennington and Sanders 
have been singing the show’s tunes, 
they shared.

The performers “made it look 
easy,” Sanders observed. When 
Bennington spoke with the Quill it 
was obvious the experience in the 
Big Apple made an impression that 
will stay with the young musician 
for some time.

Bennington has been in band 
since sixth grade, having played 
the trombone from the start, and 
has since also started playing the 
tuba. Looking to the future, the 
teen wants to be a professional 
musician one day, maybe as a re-
cording artist or as part of a jazz 
band or orchestra.

Plans after high school are to 
continue education in instrumental 
music at the University of Missouri 
in Columbia and become part of 
the Mizzou marching and concert 
bands. Jazz is Bennington’s favor-
ite music genre; Ray Charles, the 
teen’s favorite performer.

For those unfamiliar with how 
high school band competitions 

work, students perform with the 
band as a whole for judges, who 
give ratings, and some musicians 
also compete as members of small 
groups or as soloists. Last year, 
Bennington earned exemplary rat-
ings, the highest, for performances 
as a soloist and as a member of a 
mixed brass quartet and a trom-
bone quartet at the district level. At 
the state level, Bennington earned 
the second highest rating, a silver, 
as a member of the mixed brass 
quartet and trombone quartet.

This year’s competition season 
has yet to begin. For those who 
would like to see the performanc-
es, Missouri State University-West 
Plains will host district competi-
tions March 7 and 8. The soloists 
and ensemble performers who 
score high enough to move on to 
state will perform at a festival 
April 25 through 27 in Columbia.

To kick off senior year as a 
member of the Zizzer Class of 
2025, Bennington plans to “hit the 
ground running” this fall in antic-
ipation of entering college.

Bennington and Sanders said 
they are thankful to supporters in 
the community for their generos-
ity in donating the funds needed 
to pay travel expenses, and also 
grateful for the support of Long, 
Smith and the R-7 School District 
as a whole.

CARNEGIE 
From Page A4

Piedmont Christian boarding school owners 
jailed, charged with kidnapping crimes
By JIM SALTER, 
Associated Press

The husband and wife owners 
of a Missouri boarding school for 
boys have been jailed and charged 
with felony crimes after a lengthy 
investigation by a county sheriff.

Wayne County Sheriff Dean 
Finch said in a news release that 
Larry Musgraves Jr., 57, was ar-
rested Friday evening on the ABM 
Ministries campus in Piedmont, a 
small town 130 miles south of St. 
Louis. Carmen Musgraves, 64, was 
arrested around 3 a.m. Saturday 
when she came to the jail to check 
on her husband, Finch said.

Both have been charged with 
first-degree kidnapping and jailed 
without bond. The Musgraves do 
not yet have listed attorneys. A 
phone message was left Monday 
with ABM Ministries, the latest 
Christian boarding school in Mis-
souri to face legal scrutiny.

ABM Ministries’ website says 
its facility, operated as Lighthouse 
Christian Academy, is a private 
Christian boarding school for boys 
ages 10-13, situated on 250 acres 
that include a spring-fed pond and a 
pasture with animals. On average, 
it has around 40 students, the web-
site says. The website claims suc-
cess in helping boys who are trou-
bled, learning-impaired or dealing 
with ADHD or other disorders.

Finch said that since early Janu-
ary, his office has received reports 
of five runaways from the school. 
In one instance, two boys were 
picked up by a neighboring res-

ident and taken home. The boys 
asked her to call 911.

But Finch said his investigation 
began several months ago after he 
was contacted by a former student 
living in Alabama. He followed up 
by interviewing other former stu-
dents, and eventually the current 
students.

A probable cause statement 
says the former student told Finch 
that on her 18th birthday, she was 
locked in a small room and “held 
against her will.” The statement 
doesn’t specify how long she was 
allegedly kept in the room.

The sheriff’s department “antic-
ipates more charges as the investi-
gation continues, with more alleged 
victims coming forward,” the news 
release stated.

All five boys who had run away 
since January have been returned 
to their homes, the Kansas City 
Star reported.

The school was coed in 2009 
when a federal lawsuit accused a 
former principal of sex acts with 
a female student and alleged that 
the Musgraves failed to take action 
to protect the girl. Court records 
show that ABM Ministries and the 
Musgraves agreed to pay $750,000 
in a settlement, and the principal 
agreed to pay $100,000.

In 2023, Agape Boarding School 
in Stockton closed after years of 
investigations, lawsuits and even-
tually criminal charges that fol-
lowed abuse allegations. One for-
mer student alleged he was raped 
and called “seizure boy” because 
of his epilepsy. Others said they 

suffered permanent injuries from 
being disciplined or forced to work 
long hours of manual labor.

Allegations of abuse at Agape 
and at the nearby Circle of Hope 
Girls’ Ranch prompted a state law 
in 2021 requiring stricter rules for 
such facilities. Missouri previously 
had virtually no oversight for reli-
gious boarding schools.

In 2021, Agape’s longtime doctor, 
David Smock, was charged with child 
sex crimes and five employees were 
charged with low-level abuse counts. 
Those cases are still pending.

Also in 2021, Boyd and Stephanie 
Householder, former owners of 
Circle of Hope, were charged with 
around 100 child abuse counts. 
They pleaded not guilty and have 
been scheduled to go to trial in 
November.

Former students at ABM Minis-
tries said justice was long overdue. 
Juliana Davis, now 34, said she 
was abused at the school in 2006 
and 2007.

“I’m glad that he took us serious-
ly,” Davis said of Finch. “There’s a 
whole group of us that have been 
trying for decades, speaking out 
about what happened to us and 
what we saw.”

Another former student, Aralysa 
Baker, 31, recalled being put in a 
chokehold and having her head 
held underwater when she was a 
student from 2005 to 2007.

“I never thought in a million 
years that charges would ever be 
brought,” Baker said. “We just 
wanted the school shut down and 
the kids sent home.”

Homes near St. Louis County creek 
being tested after radioactive 
contamination found in yards
By JIM SALTER, 
Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — A federal 
agency is examining soil 
beneath homes in a small 
suburban St. Louis sub-
division to determine if 
residents are living atop 
Cold War era nuclear con-
tamination. But activists 
say the testing needs to be 
far more widespread.

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is taking soil 
samples at six properties 
in Florissant, that sit near 
Coldwater Creek, a me-
andering waterway con-
taminated after nuclear 
waste was dumped there 
in the 1960s. The decision 
was made to look beneath 
the homes after contam-
ination was found in the 
homes’ backyards, but not 
the front yards, Jeremy 
Idleman of the Corps’ St. 
Louis office said Tuesday.

Preliminary results 
could be available by the 
end of the week, Idleman 
said. If contamination is 
discovered beneath the 
homes, they will be re-
mediated. But Idleman 
declined to speculate on 
what that would involve or 
if the homes might have to 
be demolished.

Corps officials do not 
believe any other homes 
in the area need to be test-
ed, Idleman said. Activ-
ists with Just Moms STL, 
a group that for decades 
has advocated on behalf of 
people living near nuclear 
waste sites in the St Louis 
region, disagree.

“There’s so many homes 
on the banks of this creek, 
for miles,” Karen Nickel, 
co-founder of Just Moms 
STL, said Tuesday. “What 
about the rest of those 
homes? I don’t think we 
can say that we trust the 
Army Corps anymore.”

A news release from 
the Corps of Engineers 
said that when the Cades 
Cove subdivision was be-
ing built, a portion of the 
creek was covered in fill 
dirt. The Corps said the 
current testing will de-
termine if that fill dirt is 
contaminated. The homes 
were built more than 30 
years ago.

“We are deeply invest-
ed in ensuring the safe-
ty and wellbeing of the 
residents,” Phil Moser, St. 
Louis District program 
manager for the Former-
ly Utilized Sites Remedial 
Action Program, said in 
the news release. “Every 
step we take is ground-

ed in rigorous research, 
precise data, and evi-
dence-based remediation 
decisions.”

Uranium processing in 
the St. Louis area played 
a pivotal role in develop-
ing the nuclear weapons 
that helped bring an end to 
World War II and provided 
a key defense during the 
Cold War. But eight de-
cades later, the region is 
still dealing with contam-
ination at several sites.

Nuclear waste stored 
near Lambert Airport 
made its way into Cold-
water Creek in the 1960s. 
Many people in that area 
believe the contamination 
is responsible for cancers 
and other illnesses, though 
experts say connecting ra-
diation exposure to illness 
is difficult.

In 2022, a Florissant 
grade school closed amid 
worries that contamina-
tion from the creek got 
onto the playground and 
inside the building.

In July, an investigation 
published by The Associ-
ated Press, The Missouri 
Independent and Muck-
Rock showed that the 
federal government and 
companies responsible for 
nuclear bomb production 
and atomic waste stor-
age sites in the St. Louis 
area were aware of health 
risks, spills, improperly 
stored contaminants and 
other problems but often 
ignored them.

Sen. Josh Hawley, a Mis-
souri Republican, and U.S. 
Rep. Cori Bush, a St. Louis 
Democrat, have pushed 
for compensation for peo-
ple whose illnesses are 
tied to radiation exposure. 
The Senate is expected 
to vote this week on the 
compensation plan.

Hawley, in a letter Tues-
day to Corps of Engineers 
leaders, said homes along 
the creek should have been 
tested years ago.

“Residents are rightly 
horrified by the possibility 
that their homes are built 
atop radioactive waste — 
waste which should never 
have been there in the first 
place,” Hawley wrote, not-
ing that the Corps assumed 
jurisdiction of the Coldwater 
Creek area in 1997. “Why 
has it taken so long for you 
to disclose this risk?”

Dawn Chapman, who 
co-founded Just Moms 
STL with Nickel, will be 
Hawley’s guest at Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s State of 
the Union speech Thurs-
day.
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Newton’s Agency, a longtime supporter of the annual Cystic Fibrosis Concert fundraiser, recently donated $2,500 to support research into the genetic respiratory disease, 
for which there is no cure. It is the 36th year for the event featuring country artist Sara Evans, a Boonville native and a Grand Old Opry inductee. The concert will be March 
16 at the West Plains Civic Center, 110 St. Louis St. Doors open at 5 p.m. with silent and live auctions to follow, and local volunteer singing group Jessica’s Friends will open 
for Evans, who will take the stage at about 8 p.m. Tickets for adults are $30 in advance or $40 at the door, and $5 for children age 12 and younger, in advance or at the door. 
They may be charged by phone by calling the civic center at 417-256-8123, or online at Ticketmaster.com/Sara Evans. Tickets are also available in person at West Plains area 
banks, West Plains Music, West Plains Walmart, K-Kountry 95 radio station in Thayer, and from Regina Voyles in Winona and Sarah Honeycutt in Cabool. From left: Newton’s 
employees Adrienne Peeler and Jeanette Carrell, Cystic Fibrosis of West Plains volunteers Lily Smith and Lois Frazier, Newton’s Administrator Jimmy Miller and nurse/Man-
ager Amanda Mitchell, Cystic Fibrosis volunteers Rick Frazier and Jessica Joice-Frazier, and Newton’s employees Sondra Meany and LaToya Vandenbulcke.    
STAFF / KIMBERLY LANGSTON

Newton’s donates $2,500 toward cystic fibrosis research

Friends of the Garnett Library to host chili supper March 15
Warm up from the early spring chill 

March 15 at the annual Friends of the 
Garnett Library chili supper, invite 
group members.

The fundraising event is set for 4:30 to 
7 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 
112 S. Aid Ave., West Plains.

For $7.50 per person and $5 for stu-
dents ages 5 and older, area residents 

can stop by and have a hot bowl of hearty 
chili or potato soup with all of the fixings, 
organizers said. The price includes a 
drink and dessert, they added.

Children ages 4 and younger will eat 
free. Carry out orders will be available 
for $10, organizers said.

In addition to the meal, organizers plan 
to host a bingo game from 6 to 6:45 p.m. 

Many fun prizes will be available, they 
added.

Tickets for the chili supper may be 
purchased in advance at the Garnett Li-
brary, 304 W. Trish Knight St. They also 
may be purchased at the door.

Organizers encourage attendees to 
purchase tickets in advance, even though 
walk-ins will be welcomed.

Proceeds will go toward supporting the 
Garnett Library, organizers said.

For more information about the chili 
supper, call the Garnett Library at 417-
255-7945.

For more information about the Friends 
of the Garnett Library, visit WP.Missou-
riState.edu/FriendsofGarnettLibrary or 
call 417-255-7940.

WP woman faces arson charge for Olden Street house fire
By KIMBERLY LANGSTON,
KIMBERLYL@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

A West Plains woman awaiting 
the conclusion of a case involving a 
charge of third-degree domestic as-
sault against her has been charged 
with felony first-degree arson after 
allegedly setting fire to a house on 
West Olden Street early the morning 
of Feb. 23 while five people, includ-
ing three children, were inside.

Heather S. Boswell, 44, is held 
on a warrant with $50,000 bond, 
and has pleaded not guilty, court 
records show. She appeared in the 
courtroom of Associate 37th Circuit 
Judge R. David Ray for a coun-
sel status hearing Monday with 
her attorney, Public Defender Jack 
Paisley, and is set to appear next on 
March 19 for a preliminary hearing, 
according to those records.

West Plains Police Detective Jer-
emy Pounders, in a statement sub-
mitted to prosecutors, reported that 
at about 6:30 a.m. Feb. 23, the West 

Plains Fire Department and police 
officers were dispatched to an active 
structure fire at a house on Olden 
Street.

A witness at the home stated he 
had been in a romantic relationship 
with Boswell but ended it and was 
living in the house on Olden Street 
with a woman and her children. The 
two adults told investigators they 
had gotten home around midnight 
the night before to find a window in 
the living room had been broken out 
while they were gone, and that they 
had been receiving threatening text 
messages during the early morning 
hours that day.

The messages reportedly included 
a threat from Boswell that she was 
going to the woman’s house, and that 
when she was done there would be 
nothing left. The residents said they 
went to sleep sometime between 3 
and 4 a.m., and because they had 
been disturbed by the messages 
the children slept in the same room 
as them.

The man said he was woken by 
the smell of smoke and the sound of 
breaking glass, and when he opened 
the bedroom door, he could see the 
couch in the living room was on fire 
and there was a lot of black smoke. 
He woke the other adult and they 
got everyone out of the house before 
calling 911.

Missouri State Fire Marshal 
Investigator Robbie Sterner was 
called to assist in the investigation 
and determined the fire started in-
side the house on the couch, in 
front of the broken window. Sterner 
concluded the fire must have been 
set by someone reaching into the 
window because there were no oth-
er possible sources of fire near the 
couch.

It was also discovered by inves-
tigators that three of four tires on 
the man’s vehicle had been cut on 
the sidewall using a knife, flattening 
them.

The probable cause statement 
adds Boswell was arrested at about 

10:30 a.m. that day at her 
home and taken to the po-
lice department for ques-
tioning. She reportedly 
admitted to stabbing the 
car tires, but claimed she 
didn’t set any fires, while 
telling investigators she 
never saw anyone else 
around the house who 
could have.

She told law enforce-
ment she ran away from 
the scene and could hear 
sirens from responding 
fire trucks before she got 
back to her house, a half-
mile away.

Court records show she 
was sentenced to three 
years of supervised pro-
bation in March 2023 re-
lating to a case filed in 
December 2022, and the 
terms of probation includ-
ed a requirement that she 
complete a 12-week an-
ger management course, 
have a mental evaluation 
and refrain from using 
alcohol.

On March 11, she is to 
appear before 37th Ju-
dicial Associate Circuit 
Court Judge R. David Ray 
for a case review. A week 
later she is scheduled to 
appear before Ray for 
a criminal setting per-
taining to an unresolved 
charge of third-degree 

domestic assault, filed in 
May.

Court records show 
public defender Paisley 
is also her attorney in the 
2022 case and the more 
recent domestic assault 
charge.

At about 10:30 p.m. May 
29, West Plains Police Of-
ficer Jerry Mingus said 
in a probable cause state-
ment, he was dispatched 
to a call regarding an 
in-progress domestic dis-
turbance and arrived to 
find Boswell and a female 
family member lying on 
the floor.

Boswell is alleged in 
that case to have pulled 
the other woman’s hair, 
bringing both of them to 
the floor, and injuring the 
other woman by biting her 
abdomen and causing a 
scrape to her forearm. The 
mother of the two women, 
as she tried to intervene, 
was also reportedly struck 
in the head by Boswell.

Boswell reportedly con-
tinued to be aggressive 
after officers arrived by 
trying to push past law 
enforcement to continue 
the fight and kicked an 
arresting officer in the 
chest as he was trying to 
seat her in a booking area 
after her arrest.

Andrea Lawson, 
a fourth-grade 
student at West 
Plains Elemen-
tary, voluntarily 
helped clean up 
trash after the 
Feb. 19 Lady 
Zizzer Bas-
ketball game, 
showing exem-
plary kindness 
and initiative, 
shared West 
Plains R-7 
District Com-
munications 
Director Lana 
Snodgras. “She 
went above and 
beyond without 
being asked, 
embodying the 
true spirit of a 
Zizzer,” Sno-
dgras added. 
As a token of 
appreciation 
from district 
officials, Law-
son received a 
few concession 
items.   COUR-
TESY / WP R-7

4th grader goes ‘above and beyond’
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  Know of an event not 
listed here? Email sub-
missions by noon Fridays 
to news@wpdailyquill.
net with “CALENDAR” in 
the subject line. Three 
sentence maximum must 
include event description, 
date, time, location, cost 
and source for more in-
formation. Weekly events 
will be printed for no 
more than a month at a 
time unless renewed by 
the host. Call the Quill, 
417-256-9191 with ques-
tions. Unless otherwise 
noted, events are in West 
Plains.

ONGOING
Through March 14: The 
West Plains Council on the 
Arts will display an Ozark 
Women Photo Exhibit by 
photographer Joyce Mc-
Murtrey in the Mezzanine 
at the West Plains Civic 
Center, 110 St. Louis St.
Through March 15 
(9 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays 
and 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat-
urdays) The West Plains 
Council on the Arts and 
West Plains Public Library 
partner to showcase art 
from students in the West 
Plains R-7 School District 
at the library, 750 W. 
Broadway.
Through Mar. 24 
(noon-4 p.m. Thurs-
days-Sundays) Annual 
High School Art Show 
Competition and Youth 
Art Showcase, Harlin Mu-
seum, 405 Worcester Ave.
Through March 31 (8:30 
a.m-4:30 p.m. weekdays), 
the works of local artist 
Janey Hale will be on 
display on the first floor 
of OzSBI, 408 Washington 
Ave.
Through March 31: The 
Ozarks Heritage Research 
Center inside the Gar-
net Library, 304 W. Trish 
Knight St. on the MSU-WP 
campus, will host an ex-
hibit about the African 
American experience in 
the Ozarks to commemo-
rate Black History Month 
in February. “African 
American Heritage in 
the Ozarks” is a traveling 
exhibit curated by the 
State Historical Society of 
Missouri. For more infor-
mation contact Rebekah 
McKinney, 417-255-7949 or 
rebekahmckiney@missou-
ristate.edu.
Through April 10: Senior 
Age and the West Plains 
Senior Center, 416 E. Main 
St., offer free income tax 
assistance, including fil-
ing for property tax and 
rent rebates, to seniors. 
Appointments are being 
scheduled through Feb-
ruary, but will continue 
through tax season based 
on interest and need. Call 
417-256-4055 to schedule 
an appointment.
Through April (8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. weekdays) Den-
nis Crider Photography 
Exhibit, “39” Retro Photos 
from his days at the West 
Plains Daily Quill, OzSBI’s 
second floor, 408 Wash-
ington Ave.

TODAY
March 6 & 7 (9 a.m. to 
noon) MSU-WP will host 
Adult Education and Lit-
eracy Orientation at its 
Shannon Hall, 401 E. 17th 
St., Mtn. Grove. For more 
information or to register 
call 417-255-7744 or visit 
blogs.wp.missouristate.
edu/ael/contact-us.
March 6 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s Mo-
bile Mammography Unit 
will be at OZH’s Winona 
clinic, 910 Highway 19. 
Women wishing to have 
a mammogram must be 
at least 40, have not had a 
mammogram in the past 
year, not be pregnant or 
breastfeeding, have no 
implants, have no cancer 

diagnosis past or present 
and no issues such as 
breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments 
are available; call 417-257-
5912.
March 6 (9:30-11 a.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare offers 
a weekly Breastfeeding 
Support Group held in the 
Women’s Center Educa-
tion Room, 1100 Kentucky 
Ave.
March 6 (noon to 1 p.m.) 
The Missouri Department 
of Conservation offers a 
free virtual class, “Mam-
mals: Bears of Missouri.” 
Sign up online by going to 
mdc-event-web.s3licens-
ing.com and searching 
to find the find the event 
named.

THURSDAY
March 7 (6 a.m. to 7 p.m.) 
Ozark Cafe on Missouri Av-
enue will donate a portion 
of dine-in, drive-thru and 
carryout sales toward the 
annual Cystic Fibrosis Con-
cert featuring Sara Evans 
on March 16. The day’s 
special is fried chicken and 
meatloaf. Servers will also 
be in competition that 
day to be the customer’s 
favorite, with votes from 
customers in the form of 
money left in their name 
in the tip jar. Also that day, 
Cystic Fibrosis West Plains 
volunteers will be selling 
tickets to enter giveaway 
drawings to win two hand-
guns: a Kimber 9mm and 
a Keltec 22 pistol, donated 
by 4730 Lumber, Randy 
and Kelly McGinnis and 
Adam and Mindy Williams. 
Concert tickets will also be 
available.
March 7 (8 a.m.) Ozarks 
Christian Academy, 210 
Allen St., will offer a cam-
pus visit day for prospec-
tive students and their 
parents to tour the K-12 
campus, experience the 
classrooms, meet adminis-
trators and parents of cur-
rent students and receive 
enrollment information. 
For more information visit 
www.ozarkschristianac-
adamy.com or call 417-255-
1622.
March 7 (8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.) MSU-WP will 
host Adult Education and 
Literacy Orientation at 
St. Leo’s Catholic Church 
on Douglas County Road 
201 in Ava. For more infor-
mation or to register call 
417-255-7744 or visit blogs.
wp.missouristate.edu/ael/
contact-us.
March 7 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s Mobile 
Mammography Unit will be 
at OZH’s Mtn. Grove clinic, 
500 E. 19th St. Women 
wishing to have a mammo-
gram must be at least 40, 
have not had a mammo-
gram in the past year, not 
be pregnant or breastfeed-
ing, have no implants, have 
no cancer diagnosis past or 
present and no issues such 
as breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments are 
available; call 417-257-5912.
March 7 (noon) A Q&A ses-
sion will be held with West 
Plains City Administrator 
Sam Anselm during the 
Greater West Plains Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
monthly luncheon.

FRIDAY
March 8 (noon to 1 p.m.) 
Friends of the Garnett will 
hold a monthly luncheon 
and meeting in Looney 
Hall, 128 Garfield Ave. 
Guest speakers Lisa Wade 
and Carla Huddleston 
will discuss the nursing 
program and give a tour 
of the new Gammill Nurs-
ing Simulation Lab. For 
more information or to 
reserve a box lunch call 
417-255-7940 or email 
friendsofgarnettlibrary@

missouristate.edu.
March 8, 15 & 22 (6 p.m.) 
All Saints Church, 107 S. 
Curry St., hosts a fish fry 
with “all the fixin’s” each 
Friday during Lent. The 
church is located across 
East Main Street from the 
civic center.
March 8 (7 p.m.) Stars 
Foundation Irish Dance 
Performance, civic center 
theater.

SATURDAY
March 9 (7:30 am.-
3:30 p.m.) The Salem (Ark.) 
High School Beta Club will 
hold its 13th annual Beta 
Bass Tournament on Lake 
Norfork at Henderson, Ark. 
Fishing begins at 7:30 and 
return time is 3:30. Reg-
istration opens at 6 a.m. 
the day of the event, with 
an entry fee of $100 per 
boat and an optional $10 
trash fit pot. Cash prizes 
of between $200 and 
$1,000 will be awarded 
for big bass and the top 
three placers. Sponsors 
welcome. For more infor-
mation call 870-895-5929 
or 870-750-1039 and ask 
for Kim.
March 9 (8 a.m.) Ozarks 
Healthcare offer sin-
gle-session Prepared 
Childbirth classes recom-
mended for parents in 
the second semester of 
pregnancy. Covered are 
breathing techniques, re-
laxation methods, support 
strategies and insights into 
labor, delivery and C-sec-
tions. Classes are held in 
the Women’s Center Ed-
ucation Room, 1100 Ken-
tucky Ave. No charge for 
those planning to deliver 
at OZH; for those planning 
to deliver elsewhere, there 
is a one-time $75 charge 
to attend one or all new 
parent classes offered.
March 9 (2 & 4 p.m.) Griz-
zly Softball vs. State Fair 
Community College at 
Hilburn Sports Complex 
adjacent to West Plains 
High School. Visit msuwp-
grizzlies.com for tickets.
March 9-17: MSU-WP is on 
Spring Break. No classes, 
but offices are open.

TUESDAY
March 12 (8-11 a.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare will 
offer low-cost lab screen-
ings including those for 
blood sugar levels, cho-
lesterol, thyroid function, 
calcium levels, diabetes, 
prostate cancer and vita-
min D levels. The cost per 
screening ranges from 
between $15 to $35, cash 
or check only. Visit the 
Alton, Gainesville, Mtn. 
Grove, Mtn. View, Thayer 
or Winona clinics, or the 
West Plains walk-in clinic 
at 181 Kentucky Ave., or 
OZH Lab Services at 1100 
Kentucky Ave.
March 12 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s Mo-
bile Mammography Unit 
will be at OZH’s Alton 
Clinic, 100 Medical Drive. 
Women wishing to have 
a mammogram must be 
at least 40, have not had a 
mammogram in the past 
year, not be pregnant or 
breastfeeding, have no 
implants, have no cancer 
diagnosis past or present 
and no issues such as 
breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments 
are available; call 417-257-
5912.
March 12 (6-8 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare offer 
single-session Preparing 
for Breastfeeding classes 
recommended for ex-
pectant mothers. Classes 
are held in the Women’s 
Center Education Room, 
1100 Kentucky Ave. No 
charge for those planning 
to deliver at OZH; for those 
planning to deliver else-
where, there is a one-time 
$75 charge to attend one 
or all new parent classes 
offered.
March 12 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
Tara Shahan will lead a 
workshop, hosted by the 
West Plains Council on 
the Arts, to create a bee-
themed porch leaner. 
Cost is $50 and includes 
all supplies for the class, 
which will be held in the 
Dogwood Rooms of the 
West Plains Civic Center, 

110 St. Louis St. Reserve 
a spot through the “Bee 
Porch Learning” event on 
Eventbrite.com, or text 
Paula at 417-293-2325.

NEXT WEEK
March 13, 20, 27; April 
3 (9:30-11 a.m.) Ozarks 
Healthcare offers a weekly 
Breastfeeding Support 
Group held in the Wom-
en’s Center Education 
Room, 1100 Kentucky Ave.
March 14 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s 
Mobile Mammography 
Unit will be at OZH’s Mtn. 
View Clinic, 220 N. Elm St. 
Women wishing to have 
a mammogram must be 
at least 40, have not had a 
mammogram in the past 
year, not be pregnant or 
breastfeeding, have no 
implants, have no cancer 
diagnosis past or present 
and no issues such as 
breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments 
are available; call 417-257-
5912.
March 14-April 18 
(4 p.m.) Ozarks Health-
care’s Behavioral Health 
Center is launching a 
new six-week Social Skills 
Group for children ages 
8 through 12. Class will 
meet weekly Thursdays at 
23 Parkway Center, 1211 
Porter Wagoner Blvd. and 
are designed to enhance 
children’s social abilities 
through fun, engaging 
activities. To schedule a re-
quired intake assessment 
and learn more about en-
rolling, call 417-257-6762.
March 15 (4:30-7 p.m.) 
The Friends of the Garnett 
Library will host its annual 
chili supper at First Pres-
byterian Church, 112 S. Aid 
Ave. The cost is $7.50 per 
person, $5 for students 
5 and older, and free for 
children 4 and younger. 
Carryout is available for 
$10. Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance at the 
Garnett Library, 304 W. 
Trish Knight St., or at the 
door the day of the event. 
A bingo game with prizes 
will be hosted from 6 to 
6:45 p.m. Proceeds benefit 
the library.
March 17 (noon & 2 p.m.) 
Grizzly Softball vs. Lyon 
College at Hilburn Sports 
Complex adjacent to West 
Plains High School. Visit 
msuwpgrizzlies.com for 
tickets.
March 17 (6 p.m.) Salem 
Praise and Worship Fellow-
ship, 682 U.S.62/Highway 
412 West in Salem, Ark. will 
host the Mark Trammell 
Quartet in concert, singing 
gospel music. There is 
no charge for admission, 
but a love offering will 
be taken. Call Pastor Tom 
Doty, 870-926-9934, for 
more information.
March 18 (4-6:50 p.m.) 
The office of workforce de-
velopment and commu-
nity education at MSU-WP 
will offer a basic print 
reading and CAD class 
every Monday and Thurs-
day through May 11, with a 
cost of $850 per person. To 
sign up, call 417-255-7788 
or email trevorcressman@
missouristate.edu.
March 19-28 
(6 a.m.-8 p.m. weekdays; 
noon to 5 p.m. weekends) 
The 23rd annual Art 
Around Town Exhibit fea-
turing artwork by area K-8 
students will be on display 
in the mezzanine at the 
West Plains Civic Center, 
110 St. Louis St.
March 19 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s Mobile 
Mammography Unit will be 
at OZH’s Thayer Clinic, 1375 
Nettleton Ave. Women 
wishing to have a mammo-
gram must be at least 40, 
have not had a mammo-
gram in the past year, not 
be pregnant or breastfeed-
ing, have no implants, have 
no cancer diagnosis past or 
present and no issues such 
as breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments are 
available; call 417-257-5912.
March 19 (5:30-8 p.m.) 
Ozarks Small Business 
Incubator, MSU-WP, the 
Missouri Small Business 
Development Center and 
other partners will host 
a South Central Missouri 

Early-Stage Business Boot 
Camp eight-series work-
shop. Sessions will be held 
Tuesday evenings through 
May 7. Sign up and get 
more information online 
at efactory.missouristate.
edu/bootcamp.
March 19 (6-8 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare offer 
single-session Heart Saver 
Infant CPR classes recom-
mended for new parents 
in the third semester of 
pregnancy up to a year 
after birth. Covered are 
basic resuscitation skills for 
use on an infant. Classes 
are held in the Women’s 
Center Education Room, 
1100 Kentucky Ave. No 
charge for those planning 
to deliver at OZH; for those 
planning to deliver else-
where, there is a one-time 
$75 charge to attend one 
or all new parent classes 
offered.

March
March 20 (by appoint-
ment) Junction Hill School 
will hold preschool and 
kindergarten screenings 
for children residing 
within the school district 
who will be 4 and 5 re-
spectively by Aug. 1. Call 
417-256-4265 to request 
an appointment; spots 
will be filled on first-come, 
first-serve basis. Bring the 
child’s birth certificate, 
shot records and proof 
of residency within the 
Junction Hill School Dis-
trict to the appointment. 
Screenings are expected 
to take about an hour to 
complete.
March 21 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s Mo-
bile Mammography Unit 
will be at OZH’s Alton 
Clinic, 100 Medical Drive. 
Women wishing to have 
a mammogram must be 
at least 40, have not had a 
mammogram in the past 
year, not be pregnant or 
breastfeeding, have no 
implants, have no cancer 
diagnosis past or present 
and no issues such as 
breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments 
are available; call 417-257-
5912.
March 21-23: The West 
Plains Citywide Yardsale. 
The $1 yard sale permit fee 
is waived for these three 
days.
March 21 (11 a.m.-2 p.m.) 
Entries will be accepted 
at the Yellow House 
Community Arts Center, 
209 W. Trish Knight St., 
for “Total Eclipse and the 
Art,” an Ozarks Artery art 
show which is planned to 
coincide with Eclipse West 
Plains activities. Entry fee 
is $3 per piece for art to 
be judged. Works need 
not be eclipse-themed, 
though they may be; 
works relating to the 
Ozarks are also encour-
aged, though any subject 
is acceptable. The exhibit 
will run from about March 
28 through April 13.
March 21 (1:30-3:30 p.m.) 
The West Plains Senior 
Center, 416 E. Main St., will 
host a town hall meeting, 
“Let’s Talk About Social 
Issues,” in partnership 
with Senior Age Area 
Agency on Aging. Topics 
of discussion will include 
health, transportation, 
safety, security and daily 
life. The event is free and 
open to the public. Call 
417-256-4055 for more 
information.
March 21 (2 & 4 p.m.) 
Grizzly Softball vs. St. Louis 
Community College at 
Hilburn Sports Complex 
adjacent to West Plains 
High School. Visit msuwp-
grizzlies.com for tickets.
March 21 (6-7 p.m.) Twin 
Pines Conservation Edu-
cation Center in Winona 
offers Nature Art: Pine 
Needlers, a 12-month 
program running through 
May that meets monthly 
to learn embroidery 
techniques and explore 
Missouri’s native trees. 
A virtual session will be 
held from 4-5 p.m. for 
those who cannot attend 
in person. Sign up online 
by going to mdc-event-
web.s3licensing.com, 
selecting “Shannon” in the 
drop-down menu labeled 

“County,” and clicking 
search to scroll and find 
the event listed.
March 22 (by appoint-
ment) Fairview School will 
hold preschool and kin-
dergarten screenings for 
children residing within 
the school district who will 
be 4 and 5 respectively by 
Aug. 1. Call 417-256-3868 
to request an appoint-
ment. Bring the child’s So-
cial Security number, birth 
certificate, shot records 
and proof of residency to 
the appointment.
March 23 (8 a.m. to 
noon) In-person voting 
for the Missouri Demo-
cratic Presidential Pref-
erence Primaries will be 
held at the West Plains 
Civic Center, 110 St. Louis 
St., for Howell County 
voters; the Administra-
tive Building, 210 Grand 
Ave. in Houston, for Texas 
County; Hartville Free 
Baptist Church, 5658 
Z Highway, for Wright 
County; and the Oregon 
County Courthouse, 1 
Court Square in Alton, for 
Oregon County. Mail-in 
ballots are also available 
through March 12 and 
can be requested online 
at www.missouridem-
ocrats.org, due to be 
returned by March 23. 
Voting is open in any 
county to all voters who 
are registered, provided 
they are not registered as 
a Republican.
March 23 (1-3 p.m.) TJ 
Swift House A.S.C.E.N.D. 
Program will hold an 
open house event for 
prospective students 
in Lybyer Technology 
Center, Room 102, 605 W. 
Main St. For more infor-
mation call 417-255-7711 
or email ascendwp@mis-
souristate.edu.
March 25-29: West Plains 
Spring Cleanup Week. 
Extra items will be picked 
up on customers’ normal 
trash day. Categories to 
be picked up include 
regular trash; furniture 
and mattresses, wrapped; 
appliances with special 
conditions for fridges 
and freezers; yard waste, 
excepting brush; and 
recyclables. Tire pickup 
may be arranged for a fee. 
Call 417-255-2330 or visit 
westplains.gov for more 
information.
March 26 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s Mobile 
Mammography Unit will 
be at West Plains Bank 
and Trust Company North 
Branch, 1601 Porter Wag-
oner Blvd. Women wishing 
to have a mammogram 
must be at least 40, have 
not had a mammogram 
in the past year, not be 
pregnant or breastfeeding, 
have no implants, have no 
cancer diagnosis past or 
present and no issues such 
as breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments are 
available; call 417-257-5912.
March 27 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s 
Mobile Mammography 
Unit will be at West 
Plains Bank and Trust 
Company Liberty Branch, 
607 N. Elm St., Mtn. View. 
Women wishing to have 
a mammogram must be 
at least 40, have not had a 
mammogram in the past 
year, not be pregnant or 
breastfeeding, have no 
implants, have no cancer 
diagnosis past or present 
and no issues such as 
breast discharge, lumps, 
pain or discoloration. 
Limited appointments 
are available; call 417-257-
5912.
March 28 (9 a.m.-4 p.m.) 
Ozarks Healthcare’s Mo-
bile Mammography Unit 
will be at West Plains Bank 
and Trust Company Wil-
low Springs Branch, 708 E. 
Main St. Women wishing 
to have a mammogram 
must be at least 40, have 
not had a mammogram 
in the past year, not be 
pregnant or breastfeed-
ing, have no implants, 
have no cancer diagnosis 
past or present and no 
issues such as breast 
discharge, lumps, pain or 
discoloration. Limited ap-
pointments are available; 
call 417-257-5912.

417-256-1000

640696ch
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32nd Annual West Plains Home & Garden Show

By Quill Staff

This past weekend, the 
West Plains Civic Center 
arena and exhibit hall 
buzzed with activity and 
excitement as the 32nd 
annual West Plains Home 
& Garden Show made its 
much-anticipated return. 
From the moment the 
doors opened at 3 p.m. 
on Friday until the event 
wrapped up at 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 2, the 
venue was a hub of in-
spiration for homeowners, 
garden enthusiasts, and 
anyone looking to spruce 
up their living spaces.

The show offered a 
two-day pass for just $5, 
an irresistible offer for 
those eager to explore the 
vast array of products and 
services on display. Chil-
dren 12 and younger were 
welcomed free of charge, 
making it a family-friend-
ly event where the next 
generation could also get 
inspired about the spaces 
they inhabit. Attendees 
had the added excitement 
of being eligible to win 
door prizes, adding an el-
ement of surprise to their 
visit.

With around 80 vendors, 
both new faces and return-
ing exhibitors, the show 
was a testament to the vi-
brant community of build-
ers, contractors, landscap-
ers, and home service 
providers in the region. 
The range of exhibits cov-
ered every aspect of home 
and garden improvement, 
from cutting-edge home 
renovation solutions and 
security systems to the 
latest in landscaping and 
gardening trends. The 
theme for this year, “Cre-
ating strong communities, 
one building at a time,” 
resonated throughout the 
event, emphasizing the 
role of individual home 
improvement projects in 
strengthening the fabric 
of local communities.

Organized by the South-
ern Missouri Builders 
Association, the Home 
& Garden Show is more 
than just an exhibition. 
It represents a concerted 
effort to bring together 
the various stakeholders 

in the building communi-
ty, from contractors and 
builders to the end con-
sumers, under one roof for 
mutual benefit. The show 
serves as a platform for 
public education on the ad-
vantages of engaging with 
professional builders and 
promotes professionalism 
within the trade industry.

Moreover, the event 
underscores the associa-
tion’s commitment to fos-
tering economic develop-
ment and enhancing the 
quality of life in Southern 
Missouri. By showcasing 
the latest trends, technol-
ogies, and services in the 
home and garden sectors, 
the show plays a crucial 
role in driving innovation 
and excellence in the re-
gion’s building industry.

The 32nd annual West 
Plains Home & Garden 
Show was more than just 
an exhibition; it was a cel-
ebration of community, in-
novation, and the shared 
goal of creating better 
living environments. At-
tendees left not only with 
ideas and inspiration for 
their home improvement 
projects but also with 
a renewed sense of be-
longing to a community 
committed to growth and 
development, one building 
at a time.

As the Southern Mis-
souri Builders Association 
and the exhibitors begin 
to look forward to next 
year’s event, the impact 
of this year’s show will be 
felt in homes and gardens 
across the region. And for 
those who couldn’t make 
it or are eager to revisit 
the highlights and insights 
from the weekend, a full 
recap of the festival will 
soon be available in the 
Quill, ensuring that the in-
spiration and community 
spirit of the 32nd annual 
West Plains Home & Gar-
den Show live on.

Stay tuned for more 
updates and get ready 
to mark your calendars 
for next year’s event, as 
the West Plains Home & 
Garden Show continues 
to be a beacon of inspira-
tion and a pivotal event 
for the Southern Missouri 
community.

Terry Hampton (left) and Melissa Wharton manning the table for Explore West 
Plains. Jacob with Reliant Prowash.

Current Inc. of West Plains.

Jon with Leafguard of St. Louis.

Quality Floors, of West Plains.

Hirsch Feed & Farm Supply shows off a fleet of the latest Bad Boy lawnmowers.
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Eminence Area VFD building, fleet destroyed by Tues. morning fire
By ABBY HESS,
ABBYH@WPDAILYQUILL.NET

The Eminence commu-
nity suffered a devastat-
ing blow Tuesday morn-
ing when a fire destroyed 
the Eminence Area Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
(EAVFD) fire station, 
along with several trucks.

Officials from fire de-
partments from as close 
as Birch Tree and as far 
as Wright City took to 
social media to express 
sympathies and support 
for the volunteer fire or-
ganization, as did Emi-
nence Police Chief Steven 
Hogan and Missouri State 
Fire Marshal Tim Bean, 
an area native.

“Tragedy today for Em-
inence, the fire house has 
burned. It is a total loss,” 
said volunteers with Shan-
non County First Respond-
ers in a Facebook post 
made at about 8:30 a.m. 
Friday, expressing thanks 

to firefighters from Wino-
na, Ellington, Summers-
ville, Thayer and Timber 
for assisting the local fire-
fighting crew in battling 
the blaze.

“Howell-Oregon Elec-
tric Cooperative handled 
the utilities and Mercy 
[Ambulance] and Em-
inence and Birch Tree 
First Responders stood 
by in case of injuries,” 
they added. “Thanks also 
to Rowden’s [Express gas 
station] and Tim’s [Best-
way Foods grocery store] 
for donating water and 
coffee. Thanks to many 
other people in the com-
munity for many acts of 
kindness today and your 
prayers.” The post con-
cluded with a warning 
that, at the time, the scene 
was still “very active,” 
and asked area residents 
to stay back.

A little more than two 
hours later, Bean ex-
pressed his sympathies 

This photo shared on Facebook by Shannon County First Responders shows fire-
fighters working to extinguish a blaze that destroyed the Eminence Area Volunteer 
Fire Department building and its fleet. Winona, Ellington, Summersville, Thayer 
and Timber fire departments responded to assist local crews in putting the fire 
out.   COURTESY 

in a Facebook post, not-
ing that the fire was still 
active at that time.

“Devastating way to be-
gin a day, Eminence Area 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment lost [their] entire 
station and equipment this 
morning. Area fire depart-
ments are presently still 
working on extinguishing 
the fire,” he wrote. “They 
will need us to pull togeth-
er for them in the weeks 
to come.”

Chief Hogan drove 
home in a post of his own 
just how devastating the 
loss caused by the fire is. 
“During my tenure of be-
ing a board member for 
the EAVFD, I learned how 
hard it was to reign in 
funding, not only to equip, 
but operating funds as 
well,” he said. “This will 
be a huge hardship for 
Eminence and the area 
our Fire Department 
serves.”

Hogan likewise ex-

pressed thanks to all those 
who reached out with kind 
words and supportive ges-
tures, including Grant Wil-
son, a field representative 
for U.S. Rep. Jason Smith’s 
8th District Office, who 
shared information about 
grant-funding resources; 
neighbors; and other area 

fire departments.
Officials had not indicat-

ed the cause of the fire or 
the full extent of the dam-
age, including any injury 
reports, as of Tuesday 
afternoon. The Quill will 
share updates as they are 
made available.

Hogan encouraged any-

one wishing to contrib-
ute financial donations 
toward helping the Emi-
nence fire department re-
build to make out checks 
to Eminence Area Vol. 
Fire Department and mail 
to the department at P.O. 
Box 518, Eminence, MO 
65466.

Assault charge filed against 
woman after incident with 
walking stick, pan
BY KIMBERLY LANGSTON, 
KIMBERLYL@WPDAILYQUILL.NET 

A West Plains woman is charged with first-degree 
domestic assault resulting in serious physical injury 
after allegedly hitting a man in the head with an alu-
minum pan and walking stick, resulting in the man’s 
loss of consciousness.

Jackie L. Bruffett, 42, is also charged with two 
counts of armed criminal action; all of the charges 
are felonies.

Howell County Deputy Robert Malone reported in 
court documents that, on Feb. 16, he was dispatched 
to a residence in Brandsville to investigate a possible 
domestic assault.

The victim, who Malone reported had visible injuries 
and lacerations to the head, said Bruffett had beaten 
him. Bruffett allegedly struck the victim in the head 
with an aluminum pan before hitting him multiple 
times with a wooden walking stick with a rendition of 
an eagle head attached to the top of it, and the force of 
the blows reportedly rendered the victim unconscious 
and broke the eagle head off the walking stick.

Malone’s report added Bruffett and the victim 
shared the home at the time of the alleged assault, and 
it was his opinion Bruffett had committed first-degree 
assault by attempting to kill or knowingly cause seri-
ous physical injury to the victim.

Howell County Assistant Prosecuting Attorney 
agreed with that assessment, and sought the two 
counts of armed criminal action because Bruffett al-
legedly used the pan and walking cane as dangerous 
instruments.

Court records show Bruffett was convicted of mis-
demeanor third-degree domestic assault in 2013 in 
Howell County and paid a $100 fine.

She is held on a warrant with a $100,000 bond that 
was issued and served Feb. 20, according to court 
records. She has pleaded not guilty and appeared 
for a counsel status hearing and bond review Feb. 26 
before Associate 37th Circuit Court R. David Ray, the 
records show.

She is represented by Public Defender Micah Jones 
who filed his entry of appearance as her representation 
Tuesday; no court appearances are currently on the 
docket for Bruffett’s case, which is being prosecuted 
by Assistant Howell County Prosecutor Rizwan Ahad 
and Howell County Prosecutor Mike Hutchings.

City of Willow Springs to test 
tornado sirens today

The City of Willow Springs has 
announced it will take part in Mis-
souri’s statewide tornado drill, to 
be held at 11 a.m. today.

The drill will give Willow 
Springs and other participating 
Missouri cities the chance to test 
storm sirens at that time, in an 
effort to make sure severe weather 
warning systems are operational 
ahead of the spring storm season.

Officials encourage all to make 
sure weather alerts can be re-
ceived by phone, television, weath-
er radio or other means.

Besides activating the storm si-
rens, Willow Springs officials said, 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) weather 
radios that are set to receive rou-
tine weekly tests will alert lis-
teners that the tornado drill has 
begun. When outdoor sirens are 

activated in Willow Springs, partic-
ipants should practice taking cover 
in a designated shelter, and the 
Willow Springs R-4 School District 
will take part in the drill.

Willow Springs officials remind 
that severe weather can strike 
at any time, but spring is a peak 
storm season, and the drill will pro-
vide an opportunity for citizens to 
make emergency plans with their 
families or employees before an 
actual emergency happens.

The City of Willow Springs moni-
tors weather through the police de-
partment’s emergency operations 
center any time there is a threat 
of severe weather, and sirens are 
activated any time a tornado warn-
ing has been issued for the area.

In Willow Springs, a public storm 
shelter is located on Fourth Street 
adjacent to the high school and is 

opened when a tornado warning 
is issued.

The city’s five outdoor warn-
ing sirens are located throughout 
city limits and are designed to be 
heard by those that are outdoors 
so shelter can be found before the 
danger arrives.

City officials reminded that 
those without a NOAA weather 
radio can receive weather alerts 
from the National Weather Ser-
vice, or tune to local radio and 
television stations for news and 
updates, plus information can 
be found on the City of Willow 
Springs Facebook page or the 
Howell County Emergency Man-
agement Facebook page.

Willow Springs residents with 
any further questions or concerns 
may also call staff at city hall, 
417-469-2107.

MoDOT plans two projects 
near Mtn. View this month

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Transportation 
has announced it will 
perform maintenance on 
a bridge on W Highway 
near Mtn. View later 
this month.

From 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
March 25 through 29, 
as weather allows, W 
Highway will be closed 
between County Roads 
2000 and 1920 for bridge 

maintenance.
The work zone will 

be marked with signs. 
Motorists should use 
extreme caution while 
traveling near the area.

For more informa-
tion, contact MoDOT’s 
Customer Service 
Center toll-free at 
888-ASK-MODOT or 
visit www.modot.org/
southeast.

Texas County man dies in 
Friday night crash

Michael W. Naylor, 50, of Licking, suffered fatal injuries over 
the weekend when he was thrown from his pickup truck 
in a crash at 9:30 p.m. Friday on Highway 137, 3 miles north 
of Raymondville in Texas County, according to the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol.

Msgt. D.B. Pounds of Troop G, headquartered in Willow 
Springs, reported Naylor was driving a southbound 1995 
Dodge Laramie that failed to negotiate a curve, ran off the 
road, returned to the road and became airborne before hit-
ting the right side of the road and overturning.

Naylor was not wearing a seat belt, the report shows.
Texas County Coroner Marie Lasater pronounced him dead 

at 10:25 p.m. at the scene.
Naylor’s death is the second fatality for this year compared 

to four in the same time frame in 2023.
Pounds was assisted at the scene by Cpl. T.L. Brown, Tpr. 

J.L. Dedmon, the Raymondville Fire Department and the 
Texas County Sheriff’s Office.

Ava women earn honor roll status at 
Western Technical College

Two women, Bethany Williams and Sarah Wil-
liams, both from Ava, have been named to the Presi-
dent’s List of High Distinction for the fall 2023 term 
at Western Technical College in La Crosse, Wisc.

To be included in the list, students must achieve a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher, carrying at least six credits in 
an associate’s degree or technical diploma program.

25th annual Check Out Hunger campaign collects nearly $48K for hunger relief
More than 60 local grocers part-

nered with Ozarks Food Harvest 
for the 25th annual Check Out 
Hunger campaign, raising nearly 
$48,000 from customer donations 
to provide more than 142,000 meals 
across the Ozarks.

The fundraiser wrapped up at 
the end of December, but The Food 
Bank received checks from gro-
cers through February. Charitable 
donations tend to drop after the 
holidays, which makes this an ide-
al time for Ozarks Food Harvest 
to receive a financial boost, said 
organization officials.

“Families across the Ozarks are 
facing a perfect storm of increased 
childcare, housing and food costs,” 
said Jordan Browning, director of 
communications at Ozarks Food 
Harvest. “Donations from our 
Check Out Hunger campaign have 

come at a perfect time to help us 
feed more families facing hunger.”

Check Out Hunger gives shop-
pers the opportunity to add a $1, 
$3 or $5 tax-free donation to their 
grocery bill at the register of par-
ticipating retailers during the hol-
iday season. Participating grocers 
include Apple Market, Country 
Mart, Harter House, King Cash 
Saver, King Food Saver, Price Cut-
ter, Ramey, Rhodes Family Price 
Chopper, Town & Country Super-
market and Woods Supermarket.

Harter House stores in Hollister, 
Kimberling City, Nixa, Springfield 
and Strafford have been major 
contributors to The Food Bank’s 
Check Out Hunger campaign since 
2008. In that time, they have helped 
provide more than 590,000 meals 
for children, families and seniors 
across southwest Missouri.

In West Plains, Ramey is also a 
longtime participant; with its fel-
low Pyramid Foods stores, includ-
ing Country Mart, King Cash Saver 
and Price Cutter, more than 1.1 
million meals have been supported.

“This is an amazing opportunity 
to make a difference in our commu-
nity, especially as many families 
across southwest Missouri contin-
ue to face hunger,” Andrew Bet-
tlach, owner of two Harter House 
grocery stores, said. “We’re happy 
to partner with Ozarks Food Har-
vest for their annual Check Out 
Hunger campaign every year to 
help raise awareness.”

Since 1998, the Check Out Hun-
ger campaign has raised more 
than $810,000 to help provide more 
than 3.6 million meals to The Food 
Bank’s network of 270 faith-based 
and community charities.

Black River Technical College’s fire science program 
in Pocahontas, Ark., recently held a chili cook-off 
to raise money that goes to the BRTC Foundation 
to fund scholarships for fire science students. Fire 
departments from Ash Flat, Hardy, Highland, Walnut 
Ridge, Pocahontas, Paragould and Hoxie gathered to 
face off using their favorite chili recipes. The overall 
winner was Highland’s Fire Department’s Koby Her-
ring, left. “This fundraiser is very important to the fire 
science program,” said Fire Science Program Direc-
tor Alan Haskins, center. “All proceeds help ensure 
there are funds available for prospective firefighter 
students who do not qualify for financial aid.” Joining 
Herring and Haskins is BRTC Black Hawk mascot 
Stryker. For more information about BRTC’s fire 
science program, contact Haskins at 870-248-4129 or 
alan.haskins@blackrivertech.edu.   COURTESY / BRTC70
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Mary Ann Good was 
born on July 13, 1948, in 
West Plains, Mo., to Char-
lene Shadwell-Sharp. 
She departed peacefully 
from this world on Feb. 12, 
2024. She spent her last 
days surrounded by her 
family and friends.

Mary spent her life 
serving others. She 
served through various 
organizations, including 
as the president of the 
West Plains Business & 
Professional Women’s 
Organization, the vice 
president of the Missou-
ri Land Title Association, 
the first female president 
of the West Plains Opti-
mist Club, a past board 
member of Howell County 
SB40, a member of the 
West Plains Board of Re-
altors and a member of 

Funeral services for Todd 
Allen Menz, 58, Pottersville, 
Mo., will be held at 2 p.m. 
Friday, March 8, 2024, at 
the Langston Street Chapel 
of Robertson-Drago Funeral 
Home.

Todd Allen Menz was a 
devoted husband, father, 
grandfather, brother and 
friend. He was born on 
May 18, 1965 and met his 
Lord and Savior on March 
2, 2024.

He grew up in Delta, Mo., 
and moved to Howell Coun-
ty, Mo., in 1990 to pursue 
a life he loved in the cattle 
industry. Owning livestock 
auctions through the years 
and building relationships 
across the Midwest, Todd 
became a staple in the cat-
tle community. During his 
decadeslong career he was 
a stranger to none and a 
friend to all.

While he left us far too 
soon, the impact Todd had 
on those who knew him will 
be felt for years to come. 
Todd embodied the best of 
qualities: unconditional love, 
strength of spirit and an 
unending generosity. Todd’s 
love was tough, but it ran 
deep. He was loyal, unbe-
lievably hard working and 
lived at top speed to selfless-
ly provide. The passion he 
poured into his family, his 
friendships, his businesses 

Dick M. Deupree, 98, 
Dora, Mo., passed away 
Monday, Feb. 26, 2024, at 
his home.

He was born Dec. 16, 
1925, in West Plains, Mo., 
to William R. Deupree and 
Alta Deupree. On Nov. 4, 
1964, he was married to 
Lorena Mae Deupree, who 
preceded him in death. 
He was a loving husband, 
father, grandfather, uncle 
and friend.

Dick worked at Wood-
worth and Cochran Motors 
in West Plains from 1943 
to 1964. He then went to 
work at Bill Greer Ford in 
Sedalia, Mo., from 1964 to 
1976. He then started his 
own trucking business in 
Sedalia, D & B Trucking, 
and operated it from 1976 
until 1991, when he retired 
to his farm in Dora, due to 
his wife Lorena’s illness.

Dick enjoyed his quar-
ter horses. In 1973 he 
placed the fourth fastest 
time in the All American 
Futurity. Dick was a quar-
ter horse breeder and in 

Mary Good

Todd Menz

Dick Deupree

July 13, 1948 — Feb. 12, 2024

May 18, 1965 — March 2, 2024

Dec. 16, 1925 — Feb. 26, 2024

OBITUARIES

Funeral services for 
Nelta Faye (Miller) John-
ston, 92, West Plains, Mo., 
formerly of Tremont, Ill., 
will be held at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, March 9, 2024, in 
the Rose Chapel at Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Johnston passed 
away at 7:03 a.m. Thurs-
day, Feb. 29, 2024, at her 
home.

She was born Oct. 22, 
1931, in Oregon County, 
Mo., to Hobert W. Mill-
er and Gertrude B. Judd 
Miller. On Dec. 24, 1952, 
she was married in Salem, 
Ark., to Johnie Johnston, 
who preceded her in death 
on March 25, 2016.

Mrs. Johnston spent her 
days being a wife, moth-
er and homemaker in 
Tremont. She enjoyed her 
houseplants along with her 
flower garden. She was a 
member of the Tazewell 
County Home Extension 
and enjoyed helping at the 
county fairs. She also vol-
unteered at the Allentown 
Hall Saturday Breakfasts, 
for which she would often 
make her sausage gravy; 
she also enjoyed the lunch 

Nelta Faye Johnston
Oct. 22, 1931 — Feb. 29, 2024

DEATH NOTICES
Larry Willis

Larry Dean Willis, 81, West Plains. Died Saturday, March 
2, 2024, at his home. Yarber Mortuary, Mtn. View.

William Mattison
William Leota Mattison, 42, Mtn. View. Died at midnight 

Saturday, March 2, 2024, at his home. Yarber Mortuary, 
Willow Springs.

Mark Gaffey
Mark Gaffey, 71, Willow Springs. Died March 3, 2024, in 

Willow Springs. Willow Funeral Home, Willow Springs.

Rod Thibodeaux

It is with broken hearts 
and great sadness that we 
announce the passing of 
our son, Rod Derek Thibo-
deaux, age 38, of Willow 
Springs, Mo. Rod was born 
in Houston, Texas, and de-
parted from us on Tuesday, 
Feb. 27, 2024, in St Louis.

He embraced Willow 
Springs as his home for 
many years. Rod attended 
Willow Springs School and 
then furthered his educa-
tion to become an AWS Cer-
tified Welding Inspector as 

Dec. 16, 1985 — Feb. 27, 2024

outings with the Allen-
town Birthday Club. Mrs. 
Johnston was a member 
of the Morton Church of 
Christ.

She is survived by six 
children Jo A. Johnston, 
West Plains, Ray (Jan) 
Johnston, Fort Smith, 
Ark., Rick (Marilyn) 
Johnston, Greenwood, 
Ind., Alan (Tina) John-
ston, Tremont, John S. 
Johnston, Tremont, and 
Roxanna Abernathy, West 
Plains; 11 grandchildren; 
14 great-grandchildren; 
one great-great-grand-
child; three sisters Cora 
Winfrey, Marshall, Mo., 
Peggy Huddleston, West 
Plains, and Fern Harris, 
West Plains; and many 
nieces and nephews.

Her parents; husband; 
one son Gary Allen; two 
brothers Joe and Cecil 
Miller; three infant broth-
ers Carl H., Ray D. and 
Harold J.; and three sis-
ters Emma Roark, Mar-
garet Carter and Minerva 
McKenzie preceded her 
in death.

Visitation services 
will be held from 5 until 
7 p.m. Friday at Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home. 
Burial will be in South 
Fork Cemetery. Memori-
al contributions may be 
made to American Heart 
Association and may be 
left at or mailed to Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home, 
211 West Main St., West 
Plains, MO 65775. Online 
condolences may be left at 
www.robertsondrago.com.

West Plains Habitat for 
Humanity. She spent over 
50 years in the title indus-
try, where her legacy will 
forever be remembered.

Mary was a dedicated 
mother, friend and grand-
mother and will be missed 
deeply by all that have 
known her. She touched 
many lives throughout her 
time in this world, and that 
will never be forgotten.

Mary is survived by her 
two sons Jason Good, of 
West Plains, and Matthew 
Good and wife Melody of 
West Plains; grandchil-
dren Jordan Godsey-Good 
and husband Clay, of Cen-
terton, Ark., Logan Good 
and wife Makenzie, of Oki-
nawa, Japan, and Aubrey, 
Lucas and Julieann, all of 
West Plains; great-grand-
children Timber, Raeleigh 
and Sawyer, all of Center-
ton; brothers Leroy, Ken-
neth and Thomas Sharp, 
all of West Plains; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

She is preceded in death 
by her mother Charlene 
Shadwell-Sharp, the fa-
ther of her children and 
lifelong friend Stanley 
Ray Good and brothers 
Richard Sharp and Gerald 
Sharp.

the 1950s and 1960s, he 
bred and raised Brangus 
cattle.

He is survived by his 
daughter Joella Robin-
son and husband Bob; 
10 grandchildren Sherri 
Parrett, Tonya Thomas 
Summers and husband 
Matthew, Angi Littlejohn, 
Christy Mainprize, Jessi-
ca Fox and husband Scott, 
Amanda DiGiovanna and 
husband Steven, Jeff Nick-
les, Melissa Nickles, Doug 
Richardson and wife Deb-
bie, and Keith Richard-
son and wife Amy; eight 
great-grandchildren Jake 
Thomas, Caleb Littlejohn, 
Aiden, Ainsley and Avery 
Fox, Riley and Audrey 
DiGiovanna, and Delaney 
Richardson; and nieces 
and nephews Robert Butts 
and wife MI, Buddy Butts 
and wife Dawn, Lori Prat-
er and husband HB, Keith 
Butts and wife Amanda, 
Carl Butts and wife Kila, 
Josh Butts and wife Cor-
rissa, and Jeremy Butts.

His parents, wife, one 
daughter Roenna Thomas, 
two sons Danny Nickels 
and Rickey Nickels, one 
grandson Eric Nickels and 
one sister Elizabeth Park-
er Deupree, preceded him 
in death.

Arrangements under 
the direction of Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home. 
Online condolences may 
be left at www.robertson-
drago.com.

and his relationship with his 
Creator never wavered.

Todd was so proud of the 
farm and the business he 
built with his son, Chad. 
His greatest joys included 
spending time on the lake, 
enjoying his mornings with 
Adonia studying God’s word 
over a cup of coffee, loving 
his adult kids and spoiling 
his grandchildren.

Todd is survived by his 
wife of nine years, Adonia; 
his children Chad Menz and 
wife Amelia of Pottersville, 
Haley Menz of Nashville, 
Morgan Cook and husband 
Dillynn of Rolla, and Sidney 
Burgess of Joplin. He was 
the proud Gramps of Bode 
and Katherine. Todd leaves 
behind two siblings, Kelley 
Phillips and husband Merle 
of Pottersville, and Brian 
Menz and wife Shelley of 
West Plains, and countless 
other loved ones.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents Jerry Menz 
and Sharon Coats.

Todd, we’ll always be 
looking for your truck com-
ing up the lane with every 
sunset.

Visitation services will 
be held from 6 until 8 p.m. 
Thursday, at the Langston 
Street Chapel of Robert-
son-Drago Funeral Home. 
A private burial for the 
immediate family will be 
after the service. In lieu of 
flowers the family requests 
donations in Todd’s honor 
be made to The Ministries 
of Heaven’s Family, an or-
ganization he felt strongly 
about, and may be left at or 
mailed to Robertson-Dra-
go Funeral Home, 211 West 
Main St., West Plains, MO 
65775. Online condolences 
may be left at www.robert-
sondrago.com.

well as other welding-relat-
ed certifications. He dedi-
cated himself to ensuring 
quality and safety in his 
profession.

Beyond his work he found 
solace and joy in the great 
outdoors where he indulged 
his passion for hunting and 
fishing.

Rod leaves behind a leg-
acy of love and memories 
cherished by his parents 
Gaylon and Karen Thibo-
deaux of Willow Springs, 
and also endless friends and 
family.

Their loss is so deeply felt 
by all that knew and loved 
Rod as he touched so many 
with his kindness, dedica-
tion, and adventurous spirit. 
In honoring Rod’s memory, 
may we all find comfort in 
the moments shared and the 
impact he made on those 
around him. He will be al-
ways loved, deeply missed, 
and in our hearts forever.

Edward Bond, a playwright 
who shocked the stage world 

with ‘Saved,’ dies at 89
By JILL LAWLESS, 
Associated Press

LONDON — Edward Bond, a playwright who 
shocked the British theater world with his explo-
sive 1965 drama “Saved,” has died, his agent said 
Tuesday. He was 89.

Bond’s literary agency, Casarotto Ramsay and 
Associates, said that he died on Sunday. No cause 
of death was given.

Bond was born in London on July 18, 1934, and his 
childhood was overshadowed by World War II, which 
saw the city repeatedly bombed. He left school at 
15, worked in factories and served two years of na-
tional service in the army before gaining success 
as a writer.

His first play, “The Pope’s Wedding,” was staged in 
1962 at London’s Royal Court Theatre, which shook 
up British drama with plays by Bond, John Osborne 
and other writers dubbed the “angry young men.”

Three years later, the same venue staged “Saved,” 
a play about alienated urban youth that included a 
scene in which a gang of teenagers stone a baby to 
death in its pram. At the time, plays needed approval 
from an official known as the Lord Chamberlain, and 
the Royal Court was prosecuted for staging “Saved” 
without a license.

Among its defenders was actor-director Laurence 
Olivier, who wrote to The Observer newspaper: 
“’Saved’ is not a play for children but it is for grown-
ups, and the grown-ups of this country should have 
the courage to look at it.”

The theater lost the case, and both “Saved” and 
Bond’s next play, “Early Morning,” a scabrous satire 
on British royalty, were banned in Britain.

The controversy sparked a legal review that, in 
1968, ended stage censorship in Britain. “Saved” 
is now regarded as a modern classic and has been 
produced around the world.

Several of Bond’s plays drew inspiration from 
William Shakespeare, including “The Sea,” which 
evokes “The Tempest,” and “Lear,” a reworking of 
“King Lear.” Shakespeare was the central character 
in “Bingo,” produced in 1974 with John Gielgud as 
the Bard in the last years of his life.

An exacting character who often fell out with 
directors, Bond wrote more than 50 plays, includ-
ing 18th-century class comedy “Restoration” and 
trilogy “The War Plays.” He influenced younger 
playwrights, notably the late Sarah Kane, whose 
1995 play “Blasted” shocked audiences as much as 
“Saved” had 30 years earlier.

His final play to be staged, in 2016, was “Dea,” a 
forceful adaptation of the Greek tragedy “Medea.”

Bond also worked on movie screenplays, includ-
ing “Blow-Up”— which earned him an Academy 
Award nomination — “Laughter in the Dark” and 
“Walkabout.”
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CHRIS’ CORNER

By Chris Herbolsheimer

H
ey there, 
West Plains 
enthusiasts 
and sup-
porters of 

all things local! As the 
dust settles on the fren-
zied voting frenzy of our 
beloved annual Best of 
West Plains, I’m here to 
spill some tea, share some 
thanks, and maybe drop 
a little wisdom along the 
way. So, grab your favor-
ite beverage, get cozy, and 
let’s dive into the heart of 
our community’s vibrant 
showcase.

A Whopping 106,000 
Votes Later...

First off, can we just 
take a moment to appre-
ciate the sheer volume of 
engagement here? Over 
106,000 votes were cast 
in this year’s Best of West 
Plains. Yeah, you read 
that right—106,000! And 
no, before you start imag-
ining a population explo-
sion in our cozy town, 
that’s votes, not voters. 
The enthusiasm you all 
have shown in supporting 
your favorite local busi-
nesses is nothing short of 
spectacular. It’s like every 
coffee shop, boutique, and 
barbershop has its own 
fan club. And honestly, I’m 
here for it.

Now, let’s get some-
thing straight. The West 
Plains Daily Quill, yours 
truly, has been the mes-
senger, the platform, the 
megaphone—but not the 
decider. Every nomination 
that popped up on that 
list? That was all you, the 
customers, the lifeblood 
of these businesses. You 
brought your favorites 
into the spotlight.

I’ve heard the mur-
murs, seen the side-eyes 
about the nominated 
businesses. “Why them 
and not the other place?” 
you ask. Or that classic 
mix-up where an athletic 
trainer got the nod for 
best physical therapist—
patients showed their love, 
we just tallied the votes. 
When we caught the mix-
up, we adjusted the sails. 
No harm, no foul. The is 
absolutely inaccurate, and 
frankly unfair, to accuse 
the Quill of committing 
fraud by misrepresenting 
these trainers as physical 
therapists.

Here’s the deal: if your 
cherished burger haven 
or hidden-gem café didn’t 
make the cut, it’s not be-
cause the Quill is playing 
puppet master. It’s a sim-
ple matter of nominations. 
And that’s the beauty and 
the beast of democracy, 
folks. Participation is key.

It baffles me, truly. The 
Best of West Plains isn’t 
an arena for business 
gladiators, duking it out 
for the crown while the 
rest are left in the dust. 
It’s not about putting one 
down to prop another up. 
It’s a celebration, a collec-
tive high-five to the places 
that add flavor, care, and 
character to our daily 

lives.
Let’s flip the script. In-

stead of seeing a nomina-
tion list as a battleground, 
view it as a love letter to 
West Plains. It’s a testa-
ment to diversity, effort, 
and the unique flavors 
of our community. Got 
feedback? Share it con-
structively. Support your 
unsung heroes by nom-
inating them next time. 
Let’s cultivate a culture of 
lifting each other up, not 
tearing down.

As we eagerly await the 
special insert announcing 
this year’s winners, let’s 
take a moment to reflect 
on what makes West 
Plains truly special. It’s 
not just the businesses 
themselves but the stories 
behind them, the dreams 
built from the ground up, 
and the community that 
rallies to support those 
dreams.

The Best of West Plains 
isn’t just an event; it’s a 
snapshot of our town’s 
heartbeat. It showcases 
the hard work, dedication, 
and passion that local 
business owners pour into 
their ventures every day. 
And in turn, it’s a mirror 
reflecting the communi-
ty’s values, preferences, 
and aspirations.

In a world that’s in-
creasingly digital and dis-
connected, initiatives like 
the Best of West Plains re-
mind us of the importance 
of local connections. They 
reinforce the idea that 
behind every business is 
a person or team striving 
to make a difference, to 
add something special to 
our daily lives. It’s about 
appreciation, not compe-
tition.

To everyone who took 
the time to cast their 
vote, share their opinion, 
and contribute to this cel-
ebration of West Plains’ 
finest, I extend a heartfelt 
thank you. Your engage-
ment is what shapes our 
community, making it 
a vibrant tapestry of 
people, dreams, and suc-
cesses.

As we move forward, 
let’s remember that our 
words and actions have 
the power to uplift and 
strengthen our com-
munity. Let’s choose 
to celebrate our local 
businesses, support their 
growth, and appreciate 
the diversity they bring 
to our lives. After all, the 
heart of West Plains beats 
strongest when we stand 
together, appreciating 
each unique note in the 
symphony of our commu-
nity.

So, here’s to the nom-
inees, the voters, and 
every single person who 
makes West Plains a 
place we’re proud to call 
home. Cheers to you all, 
and let’s keep that spirit 
of appreciation, unity, and 
local love going strong 
until the next Best of 
West Plains rolls around. 
Together, we make West 
Plains not just a place on 
the map, but a community 
with heart.

Wrapping up Best of West Plains
AN OZARKS MINUTE

By Danette House

A
round January 15 of 
this year, my hus-
band and I decided 
that the arctic-like 
weather we were 

having was just too much for us. 
The temperature highs that week 
had been 0, 10, and 13 degrees, 
and it wasn’t looking good for 
a warm-up anytime soon. So, I 
remembered the old saying, “Ev-
eryone always complains about 
the weather, but no one ever does 
anything about it!”

We decided to do something 
about it and flee Missouri for 
warmer climes. We got the idea 
to take our trailer to Gulf Shores 
and set about finding the earli-
est date that we could go, which 
turned out to be February 15. Not 
immediate escape, but it is usu-
ally cold and nasty in February, 
too. So, we started planning.

We found a campground near 
Mobile Bay and were enticed by 
the advertising pictures of people 
sitting comfortably in the sun, 
boating, walking, grilling food 
and eating outside. These were all 
the things we wanted to be doing 
instead of shivering in Missouri. 
The only downside of this was 
a picture of a sign that stated 
“Keep your pets on a short leash. 
The alligators will eat them.” 
That gave me some pause as we 
planned to take our dachshund 
with us. We would have to de-win-
terize (is that a word?) and load 
up the trailer which sounded like 
a lot of work. So, we sat through 
the rest of the cold, wet, sunless 
weather of January and thought 
how great it was going to be to 
leave.

As February began, our Mis-
souri weather got warmer and we 
got less excited about getting the 
trailer ready. Very much less ex-
cited. We got so unexcited about 

it that we decided to go to Sedona, 
Arizona. My sister had just been 
there and said the weather was 
great and we should go sometime. 
Okay. That’s all it took to cancel 
our trailer expedition.

Not wanting to put our dog in 
danger of becoming an alligator’s 
dinner and mostly to keep from 
all the tedious work of loading up 
the trailer, we decided that we, 
too, would go to Sedona. We could 
fly Allegiant to Phoenix which is 
one of the nine cities that airline 
serves from Springfield. Anytime 
it is possible, we will happily fly 
out of Springfield because it has 
10 gates (St. Louis has 85.)

After a three-hour flight in 
seats that comfortably fit chil-
dren no older than 10, we arrived. 
Arizona had just dug itself out 
after an unusual blizzard had 
dumped several feet of snow in 
the northern part of the state. 
After landing, we drove north to 
Sedona in what was one of the 
longest traffic jams that we had 
ever experienced (which turned 
my extremely even-tempered 
husband into the grumpiest man 
in Arizona.) To top it all off, when 
we landed it was warmer back in 
Springfield than it was in Sedona.

It was dark when we arrived, 
and in trying to find our rental 
house we got lost several times. 
Sedona is a light intolerant city 
(don’t know if that’s the technical 
term) which means they have no 
streetlights. We finally found our 
home we’d have for the next week 
and stumbled into bed. In the 
morning, what a sight we saw out 
our window. It is absolutely amaz-
ing to me that you can take a 
three-hour ride in a jet and if you 
don’t have a window seat on the 
plane you feel like you’ve land-
ed in a place that looks like the 
surface of the moon. If I hadn’t 
been able to see pictures of the 
area on the Internet beforehand, I 

wouldn’t have believed it existed. 
The first explorers and settlers 
coming from the more eastern 
parts of the U. S. must have been 
dumbstruck by the terrain. It’s 
the polar opposite of the Ozarks.

Sedona is in a canyon sur-
rounded by massive red moun-
tains, huge pillars, spires, and 
cliffs. These giant, iron-rich nat-
ural rock monuments are hard 
to even describe. The vegetation 
is mostly low, scraggly brush, 
cactus, tumbleweed, agave, mes-
quite, and numerous other small, 
spindly plants and the soil (dirt) 
is the same red color every-
where.

When I talked to my folks back 
in Missouri, they were having 
nice weather and temperatures 
that were equal to or warmer 
than ours in Sedona. When we 
returned it seemed like spring 
had already arrived in Febru-
ary! Missouri was having record 
highs and Easter Lilies were al-
ready blooming. That was a little 
disappointing as the whole point 
of snowbirding is knowing that 
everyone back home is cold and 
miserable, and you aren’t. Our 
timing couldn’t have been worse 
because we managed to plan our 
winter escape to coincide with 
one of the warmest Februarys on 
record in Missouri. But it really 
was a fun trip, despite our failure 
as snowbirds.

I will be giving a presentation 
at the West Plains Public Library 
at 11 a.m. on March 9. Enti-
tled “The Old Language of the 
Ozarks,” it is a fast-moving, in-
teractive program where we will 
look at the unique words, phras-
es, names, and “old saws” of our 
southern Missouri Ozarks. Bring 
yourself, a friend, and some old 
language examples you used to 
hear (or maybe still do) and we’ll 
have “as much fun as the law al-
lows!”

Escaping Winter

OZARKS RFD

By Jim Hamilton

M
arch 6, 1971, 
I married an 
18-year-old girl 
from South Da-
kota. I barely 

knew her, but in the span of three 
months I’d learned all I needed to 
know.

DeAnn Joy Galbavy came to 
Springfield in the fall of 1970 to 
attend Baptist Bible College. We 
met during her first semester 
when she started work at Bonan-
za Sirloin Pit, where I had been a 
night manager for most of three 
years. I didn’t pay her much at-
tention at first. After all, I was a 
23-year-old senior at Southwest 
Missouri State College and she 
was a freshman at BBC, that up-
tight bible college on the north 
side of town. I had worked with 
other BBC students for three 
years, contending with restric-
tions such as that which prohibit-
ed closing managers from giving 
BBC coed employees rides back 
to campus after work. Resolving 
that issue took a telephone call 
to the college by our boss, John 
Royal, assuring the dean we were 
not predatory thugs, but young 
men offering safe rides back to 
campus, rather than have the 
girls wait at the nearest bus stop 
outside a liquor store.

I don’t recall if Dee was one of 
those I shuttled back to campus 
before we dated, but she definite-
ly soon became a “frequent flyer.”

I had dated another bus girl a 
couple times before I asked Dee 
out. As I recall, that girl (who will 
remain unnamed) went home for 
a few days and in the space of a 
week I was smitten, but I didn’t 
exactly ask Dee out. I asked her 
what she was doing on a Sunday 
evening, knowing exactly where 
she would be — in church. I reck-
oned she would ask me if I want-
ed to go, and I did.

That was all it took — the spark 
that lit our fuses.

It was a bit of a scandal in the 
BBC girls’ dorm — Dee dating a 
SMS senior, rather than a BBC 
boy. In fact, neither of us paid 
much attention to the whisper-
ers; we continued to attend her 
church, but we didn’t exactly 
follow the BBC rules. On days 
she didn’t work at Bonanza Dee 
caught a bus to SMS, where she 
would find me in the college 
newspaper office. We would 
spend the rest of the evening just 
hanging out, or going to a movie 
like “Tora, Tora, Tora,” which she 
slept through. Then I would take 
her back to BBC, dropping her a 
block away and following slowly 
to see she got safely in the dorm. 
We weren’t even supposed to be 

in a car together except on date 
night.

And thus it evolved — we 
were together almost daily from 
around Christmas until our 
March 6 wedding at Lakeview 
Baptist Church near McDaniel 
Lake. In that time we planned 
our own ceremony, told our 
folks what was transpiring and 
worked to pay all our own costs.

Complicating our courtship 
were similar designs Uncle Sam 
had on me. Recently reclassi-
fied 1-A by my draft board, I 
was compelled in January to en-
list in the U.S. Air Force, give 
up my newspaper job and drop 
out of school. My enlistment 
delayed until May, we had time 
to get our ducks in order, but no 
guarantee where we would be 
after basic training in Texas.

It was a mess, but together, 
we worked it out. In July we 
loaded everything we owned in 
a U-Haul trailer and headed for 
North Carolina— absolutely on 
our own, but never alone.

Such was the 23-year adven-
ture of me and my late South 
Dakota bride, the girl I barely 
knew and will never forget.

Copyright 2024, James E. Hamilton; 
email jhamilton000@centurytel.

net. Read more of his works in Ozarks 
RFD 2010-2015, available online from 

Amazon or from the author.

A girl I barley knew

THIS I REMEMBER

By Dennis Willard

A
s a young boy growing up 
in West Plains on Walker 
street, right off of Grace, 
drinking nickel cokes and 
R.C.s (Royal Crown Colas), 

and occasionally eating a moon pie at 
Elba Francis Walker street grocery, I 
could never dreamed of what I have 
been blessed to have seen and heard 
in my life.

Roy and Gene at the Davis theater, 
a Pepsi at the Model drug store and 
Fats Domino on the jukebox singing 
Blueberry Hill was heaven on earth to 
me. I checked out Fats Domino on You-
Tube and it showed 19,638,729 views. 
One comment was, “my grandfather 
had dementia, but every time he hears 
Blueberry Hill, he’s his old self again.”

At age 18, My best friend Bill Gor-
don and myself headed for Nashville. 
On Friday night at WSM studios in 
downtown Nashville we heard and saw 
Porter Wagoner, Maybelle Carter, June 
Carter (Cash) and the Carter sisters. 
On Saturday night at the Ryman we 
saw Hank Snow And Ray Price on the 
Grand Ole Opry. Bill Gordons favorite 
singer was Jim Reeves.

I remember the New Christy Minstrel 
Singers, at Harding College in Searcy, 
Arkansas in 1965. “Green Green” sold 
a million copies, released in 1963. Inci-
dentally “Green Green Grass of Home” 
is a country song made popular by Por-
ter Wagoner in 1965. It reached number 
4 on the Country Chart.

I was privileged to hear Emmy Lou 
Harris, with world renowned mandolin 
player Sam Bush in Branson. In 1989 

Bush joined Emmylou Harris band, 
the Nash Ramblers. Also in Branson, 
Glen Campbell, Jim Stanford, and the 
great Andy Williams at the Moon River 
theater, Roy Rogers son at the Happy 
Trails theater and many other perform-
ers including my sister Julia Sheldon.

It was quite a treat when Promotor 
Jack Reed brought several great enter-
tainers to his theater in West Plains. I 
missed Charlie Pride in West Plains 
and Elvis in Lubbock, Texas and my 
wife still hasn’t forgiven me. Sue sold 
tickets for Jack Reed when David Allen 
Coe came to town. I wasn’t there but 
Sue said it was a whole lot to risqué for 
West Plains.

The West Plains Civic Center 
brought Ricky Skaggs to West Plains 
and the Porter Wagoner Homecoming 
with Buck Trent, Jan Howard, Little 

Jimmy Dickens who stood 4’11”, but 
his impact on the Opry was massive. 
Ricky Skaggs married Sharon White. 
The Whites, Sharon, sister Cheryl, and 
the Dad, Buck White also came to town 
during the Ozark Heritage Festival and 
also one of my favorites, “Riders in 
the Sky” with Ranger Doug and “Blue 
Montana Skies”.

And let’s remember together the 
35 years of Cystic Fibrosis Concerts. 
There have been many great shows 
and stars in our midst but the greatest 
stars of all have been Rick, Lois and 
Jessica. May they continue to shine 
as Sara Evans, the first ever female 
singer to come as the main attraction 
graces our stage. The event will be 
held Saturday, March 16th at the West 
Plains Civic Center.

This I Remember.

On the Road Again
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Fulton Co. Hospital agrees to join Baxter Health
After unanimous votes 

by both the Fulton Coun-
ty Quorum Court on Feb. 
20, and the Baxter Health 
System Board of Direc-
tors on Feb. 28, Fulton 
County Hospital in Sa-
lem, Ark., has reached a 
long-term agreement to 
become part of the Baxter 
Health System, officials 
have announced.

Baxter Health, based 
in Mtn. Home, Ark., will 
continue to manage Fulton 
County Hospital for the 
remainder of 2024 under 
the current management 
agreement and will exe-

cute the long-term lease 
by Jan. 1, 2025.

The decision comes af-
ter the Fulton County Hos-
pital Board voted unan-
imously in August 2023 
to sign a letter of intent 
to enter into a manage-
ment agreement with Bax-
ter Health. This was the 
recommendation of the 
Arkansas Department of 
Finance and Administra-
tion consultants Alvarez 
& Marsal Public Sector 
Service, which helped 
Gov. Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders and state legis-
lators decide how to pri-

oritize hospitals’ requests 
for American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funding, offi-
cials explained.

After six months of op-
erational oversight, said 
officials, Baxter Health 
has helped increase vol-
umes across various ser-
vice lines including swing 
bed and endoscopy. In ad-
dition, they said, Baxter 
has successfully improved 
the revenue cycle, ad-
dressed compliance issues 
such as price transparen-
cy and helped generate 
positive cash flow to settle 
debts with key suppliers, 

fulfill payroll obligations 
and repay substantial loan 
amounts to local financial 
institutions.

“The encouragement 
from both the hospital 
staff and the wider com-
munity throughout our 
management partnership 
have been nothing short 
of extraordinary. In the 
challenging landscape 
of critical access hospi-
tals, where resources are 
scarce, Baxter Health has 
stepped in to bridge that 
gap,” said Fulton County 
Hospital interim Admin-
istrator Anthony Reed. 
“We brought to the table 
a wealth of resources in 

financial management and 
operational strategies. 
The team at Fulton County 
Hospital has demonstrated 
remarkable openness and 
willingness to collaborate 
with Baxter Health. To-
gether, we’re committed 
to steering the hospital 
towards a stable and sus-
tainable future.”

“Helping Fulton County 
Hospital is another exam-
ple of how Baxter Health 
is meeting its purpose to 
champion access to com-
passionate high-quality 
care by adding and en-
hancing services offered 
by the critical access hos-
pital right in their com-

munity. We look forward 
to continuing to serve the 
patients of Fulton County 
for generations to come,” 
said Ron Peterson, pres-
ident and CEO of Baxter 
Health.

“Baxter Health brings 
world class healthcare 
directly to Fulton Coun-
ty. They stepped in to en-
sure the citizens of Fulton 
County have a thriving 
hospital close to home,” 
said Fulton County Judge 
Kenneth Crow. “We deep-
ly appreciate their com-
mitment and we’ve never 
been more excited for the 
future of healthcare in our 
county.”

Recognizing National Nutrition Month in March
By April Bridges, WIC Nutritionist,
Howell County Health Department

March is National Nutrition Month. At 
WIC (Women, Infants and Children), we 
always encourage clients to visit myplate.
gov for help planning a healthy diet. Get 
a head start on making Nutrition Month 
successful by trying a few tips you may 
find there.

To vary your veggies, eat a rainbow of 
vegetables — have plenty of dark green, 
orange and red ones. Also try new ones 
more than just once.

To focus on fruit, use them as a snack 
or after-dinner dessert in place of sugary 
treats.

Make half your grains whole: Whole 
grains are easier to get than you might 

think. Oatmeal is a great way to start 
the day, replace white rice with brown 
and snack on popcorn (many people don’t 
realize that popcorn is a whole grain!).

Go lean with protein: Have seafood at 
least two times each week, or try other 
sources of protein like beans, tofu or 
nuts.

Finally, build strong bones with dairy. 
Sometimes it’s hard to get in adequate 
calcium just from milk, especially if it’s 
not your favorite drink. Remember that 
yogurt and cheese count, too; add these 
to snacks or meals to meet those needs. 
Be sure to choose low-fat versions and 
limit added sugars.

By using the “MyPlate” visual aid with 
each meal, it is easy to fill your plate with 
all the right foods.

What to know about young adult colorectal cancer
By Dr. Graham A. Colditz,
Siteman Cancer Center

We’ve seen great prog-
ress in the fight against 
colorectal cancer. While 
it’s still one of the most 
common cancers in the 
U.S., annual rates of new 
cases have dropped by 
nearly half since the mid-
1980s.

More recently, though, 
there’s been a concerning 
increase in colorectal can-
cers in adults under age 
50, with the rates appear-
ing even higher among Af-
rican American persons 
and residents of the South. 
And it’s unclear why.

“That’s the million-dol-
lar question,” said Dr. Will 
Chapman Jr., an assistant 
professor at Washington 
University School of Med-
icine in St. Louis who spe-
cializes in colon and rectal 
surgery.

“Though many people 
are working on the issue, 
we have not yet developed 
a clear understanding of 
what is driving cancer 
development in younger 
adults,” he said. “There 
are certainly some sus-
pects — for example, di-
ets higher in processed 
foods and/or low in fiber, 
hormone changes related 
to obesity and diabetes 
or changes in the healthy 
bacteria living in the gut.”

While the exact causes 
of younger adult colorec-
tal cancer are still being 
studied, we do know some 
key steps can help protect 
against the disease.

No. 1 is to get recom-
mended screening tests. 
Screening can find can-
cer earlier when it’s more 
treatable. It can also help 
prevent colorectal cancer 
in the first place, by find-
ing and removing growths 
that could become cancer.

Most people should get 
screened starting at age 
45, and those at increased 
risk may need to start ear-
lier and be screened more 

often. Colonoscopy is the 
most common screen-
ing test and is typically 
done once every 10 years. 
But other recommended 
tests are also effective, 
including the fecal immu-
nochemical test (FIT) or 
the stool DNA test. These 
types of tests are quicker 
and easier than colonos-
copy, but they also need 
to be done more often. And 
if they happen to find any-
thing suspicious, they’re 
usually followed up with 
a colonoscopy.

Knowing your family 
history of colorectal or oth-
er cancers, particularly if 
family members had can-
cer at younger ages, can 
help doctors estimate your 
risk of the disease, and 
if you might benefit from 
screening at a younger age 
than most people.

Being aware of symp-
toms of colorectal cancer 
is also key — as is im-
mediately reporting any-
thing unusual to a doctor 
so it can be checked out 
and followed up if need-
ed, Chapman said. As 
with screening, reporting 
symptoms early can help 
find a cancer earlier when 
it may be more treatable. 
Symptoms of colorectal 
cancer include intermit-
tent red blood with bowel 
movements or a change 
in bowel habits, typically 
in the form of smaller-di-
ameter stools.

“However, many colon 
and rectal cancers do not 
have symptoms — which 
is why screening is so im-
portant,” Chapman said.

We also know that 
healthy behaviors can 
help prevent colorectal 
cancer — and that many 
of the same healthy behav-
iors that lower the risk of 
the disease in general like-
ly also help lower the risk 
in younger adults. Screen-
ing tops the list. But oth-
er healthy steps include 
keeping weight in check, 
not smoking, not drinking 

FOR YOUR HEALTH:

alcohol, being physically 
active and eating a healthy 
diet rich in whole grains 
and fiber and limited in 
red and processed meats.

Ongoing research is tell-
ing us more about what 
causes colorectal cancer 
in young adults. We’re 
also learning more about 
the effects that family 
history, genetics, race 
and ethnicity may have 
on young adult colorec-
tal cancer risk, treatment 
and follow-up care. As this 
knowledge develops, we 
can still take important 
steps right now to help 
protect ourselves — and 
our families — from the 
disease.

It’s your health. Take 
control.

For more on ways to 
lower the risk of colon and 
other cancers, visit 8ways.
wustl.edu.

Dr. Graham A. Colditz, 
associate director of 

prevention and control at 
Siteman Cancer Center at 

Barnes-Jewish Hospital 
and Washington University 

School of Medicine in St. 
Louis, is an internationally 

recognized leader in cancer 
prevention and the creator 
of the free prevention tool 

YourDiseaseRisk.com.

WE CAN help.
You care about their safety and health, 
so learn how well our Assisted Living 
and Memory Care community truly 
takes care of them. We offer engaging 
activities, supportive team members, 
nourishing food and sincere respect.

VisitCedarhurstWestPlains.com or  
call 417-815-3821 and schedule a visit.
Cedarhurst of West Plains 
1621 US Highway 63 • West Plains, MO 65775 
Assisted Living & Memory Care

QUICKLY AND WITH INTEGRITY • HOW YOU LIKE TO BE HELPED

*Cedarhurst Promise™ program is only available at advertised community. Not 
applicable for respite or other short-term stays. Refund is available only if move 
out is a result of dissatisfaction with Cedarhurst community as documented 
throughout stay. Complete rent refund includes base rent only. Additional terms 
and conditions may apply. Please see Resident Agreement for additional details. 
Void where prohibited.

THE CEDARHURST PROMISETM  We promise. 
If you’re not satisfied and decide to 
move out within your first 60 days, we’ll 
completely refund your rent.*
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Medical
Directory

Jones Eye Center 
Robert W Jones, M.D.
Richard  E Jones, M.D.

Cataract, Glaucoma, Macular Degeneration  
Now offering LASIK

417-256-4111 - 800-492-5018 www.joneseyecenter.com 

OPHTHALMOLOGY
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Stay near home and your support system in Southern 
Missouri and Northern Arkansas for the same services 
and expertise available in larger cities. From testing to 
treatment and rehabilitation, you’ll find everything you 
need to safely get moving again.

For complete bone and joint care, 
choose Ozarks Healthcare. 

Start your journey towards better health with personalized care from 
convenient, local providers you trust:

We specialize in:
• Evaluation & Diagnosis 

(including imaging scans)
• Sports Medicine
• Back, Neck & Spine Care
• Joint Replacement 
   MAKO (makoplasty) robotic total  
   joint arthroplasties

• Hand Surgery
• Rehabilitation
• Arthroscopic Surgery 
   and more!

1100 Kentucky Ave.
West Plains, MO 65775

417-256-1745
OzarksHealthcare.com

Orthopedics 
& Spine

Dr. Troy Caron
Spine Surgery

Dr. Susan Jolly
Orthopedic Surgery

Dr. Caleb Piatt
Orthopedic Surgery
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Each year Randy Reese, 
left, owner of Ozark 
Trading Post in Mtn. View, 
donates a guitar signed 
by the featured performer 
to Cystic Fibrosis of West 
Plains’ annual fundraising 
efforts, to be given away 
at the group’s annual con-
cert. This year it is head-
lined by Missouri native, 
chart-topper and Grand 
Ole Opry member Sara 
Evans. “Each year Randy 
is so very generous and 
donates a guitar for our 
artist to sign for our auc-
tion. Some lucky person 
will purchase a wonderful 
piece of memorabilia, said 
Cystic Fibrosis volunteer 
Rick Frazier. “It is not that 
often that someone from our area gets the opportunity to own something like this, and we appreciate Randy 
Reese for making this possible.” Doors will open for the fundraiser at 5 p.m. March 16 at the West Plains Civic 
Center. Chances for the guitar will be sold beginning at 6 p.m. Advance ticket prices are $30 for adults and $40 at 
the door, and $5 for children 12 and younger. Tickets may be purchased with a credit card by phone by calling the 
civic center at 417-256-8123 or online at Ticketmaster.com/Sara Evans. Accepting the guitar on behalf of Cystic 
Fibrosis is volunteer Randy Frazier.   COURTESY / CYSTIC FIBROSIS OF WEST PLAINS

MSU-WP to offer basic 
print reading, CAD class 
beginning March 18

The office of workforce development 
and community education at Missouri 
State University-West Plains (MSU-WP) 
will offer a basic print reading and CAD 
class beginning March 18.

The class is set for 4 to 6:50 p.m. 
every Monday and Thursday through 
May 11. The cost is $850.

The course will cover the fundamen-
tal print reading skills required in the 
technical trades, including shape and 
size description, annotations, industrial 
drawing types, specialized parts and 
prints, and basic computer-aided de-
sign (CAD), university officials said.

For more information about the 
class and how to register, contact the 
MSU-WP workforce development and 
community education office at 417-
255-7788 or email TrevorCressman@
MissouriState.edu.

Piney River Brewing to celebrate 13th anniversary March 23
Piney River Brewing 

Company is celebrating its 
13 years of brewing craft 
beer in the Ozarks from 
noon to 7 p.m. March 23 at 
the brewery off Junction 
ZZ in Bucyrus.

The “13th Aleiversary” 
party will be held at the 
“BARn” brewery and tap-
room, and feature special 
beer releases, live music 
and food.

“After 13 years, Brian 
and I consider ourselves 
to be lucky to make 
award-winning beers that 
celebrate the Ozarks on 
our farm in Bucyrus,” said 
Joleen Senter Durham, 
who with her husband 
Brian is co-founder and 
co-owner of Piney Riv-
er Brewing. “We are still 
amazed at the people that 
make the trip to our farm 
for a fresh beer”

The Durhams expect 
that the 13th Aleiversary 
will be a mix of old friends 
and new friends, and a 
reason to hold the “biggest 
party in Bucyrus.”

The 13th Aleiversary 
features music from two 
Springfield bands: Kicking 
Jacksie, and Casey Lynne 
and the Dealbreakers. Pa-
trons can expect a mix of 
original tunes and covers 

from classic rock to folk 
and country.

Tinga Tacos of Spring-
field will be onsite provid-
ing food for the event. The 
taco trailer specializes in 
a variety of made-from-
scratch, unique street 
tacos, nachos and sides 
prepared with fresh in-
gredients.

The BARn taproom at 
Piney River will feature 
an extensive list of year-
round and some limit-
ed-release beers during 
the Aleiversary festivi-
ties, too. Andy’s Root Beer, 
a nonalcoholic root beer, 
is available for kids and 
designated drivers.

“The Aleiversary is al-
ways a great time to enjoy 
a variety of beers, some 
of which are not easy to 
find outside of Bucyrus,” 
said Brian Durham, head 
brewer. He and his team 
will debut a new small 
batch beer, Honeybee 
Helles, a hell’s lager made 
with local honey. Crank-
bait Cream Ale will be 
available, and the 2024 
Raise a Ruckus Imperial 
Stout is still available on 
tap at the BARn. All of 
this is in addition to Piney 
River’s extensive lineup 
of year-round beers, the 

Durhams said.
“Joleen and I are ex-

cited to raise a pint with 
everyone that makes the 
trip to Bucyrus on March 
23,” said Brian Durham. 
“It’s always a privilege 
to celebrate independent 
craft beer made right here 
in the Ozarks.”

The special-release 
beers will be available be-
ginning on the Friday af-
ternoon before the Aleiv-
ersary when the tap room 
opens that weekend.

“Saturday’s party will 
be a big event with lots 
of beer lovers, families 
and dogs,” Joleen Durham 
said. “If crowds aren’t 
your thing you are wel-
come to visit us on Friday 
evening or Sunday after-
noon to enjoy a pint in the 
tap room or to purchase 
the limited release beers 
to take home.”

Weather permitting, 
most of Saturday’s activ-
ities will take place out-
side.

The Aleiversary is a 
free event and open to all 
ages. Leashed pets are 
also welcome.

Piney River Brewing is 
located on the Durhams’ 
160-acre farm. The tap-
room and a part of brew-

“Joleen and I are excited to raise a pint with everyone that makes the trip to Bu-
cyrus on March 23,” said said Piney River Brewer co-owner and head brewer Brian 
Durham, joined here by his wife and the brewery’s co-owner, Joleen Durham. The 
pair will host the brewery’s 13th annual Aleiversary event that day at the Piney River 
“BARn” off Junction ZZ in Bucyrus, Texas County.

ing operations are located 
in a restored 75-year-old 
barn. The Durhams found-
ed the brewery in 2010 
with a small one-third 
barrel brewing system 
in today, they brew in a 

modern 12,000 square foot 
barn with a. 15-barrel bre-
whouse.

The brewery distributes 
its products throughout 
Missouri and Arkansas.

More information about 

Piney River Brewing and 
the 13th Aleiversary can 
be found at www.pineyriv-
erbrewing.com, on Face-
book @PineyRiverBrew-
ingCompany, and on Twit-
ter @PineyRiverBrew.

OzSBI accepting entries for annual Pitch Fest contest
Ozarks-area nnovators and entrepre-

neurs will have a unique opportunity to 
pitch their business or product idea to 
a panel of judges for a chance to win a 
cash prize: The Ozarks Small Business 
Incubator has announced it will host 
its annual PitchFest beginning April 18 
at OzSBI, 408 Washington Ave. in West 
Plains.

The ultimate goal of Pitch Fest partic-
ipants is to go on to compete at OzSBI’s 
EPIC Pitch Competition on May 2, offi-
cials explained.

Anyone with a business idea within 
OzSBI’s seven-county region — Douglas, 
Howell, Oregon, Ozark, Shannon, Texas 
and Wright counties — is invited to pitch 

at PitchFest, said officials, explaining 
how it works: Contestants are allotted 
six minutes to pitch their business idea 
to a panel of judges. As part of the com-
petition, participants are encouraged to 
work with OzSBI mentors to refine their 
pitches.

In Round One, six contestants will be 
selected to move onto Round Two, where 
they will present their pitch for a second 
time to the judges. Four contestants will 
be selected as finalists to present at the 
EPIC Pitch Competition, part of OzSBI’s 
National Small Business celebration, to 
win cash and prizes.

The first place winner of the Pitch 
Competition will receive the top cash 

prize of $1000, six months use of OzSBI 
coworking space and a year of business 
mentoring, valued at over $1,500. Second 
and third-place winners also receive 
cash and mentoring prizes.

The deadline for entering Pitch Fest is 
April 11. To enter, individuals must com-
plete an online application by going to ozsbi.
com/events and selecting PitchFest, or visit 
the incubator to apply in person. Anyone 
who wishes to compete in the EPIC Pitch 
Competition on May 2 must first compete 
at Pitch Fest, officials emphasized.

For more information about PitchFest 
or EPIC 2024, visit OzSBI’s Facebook 
page or website at www.ozsbi.com, or 
call 417-256-9724.
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Shredded chicken tacos with homemade green salsa
By Chris Herbolsheimer

Tacos: A simple dish at 
first glance, yet it embod-
ies an explosion of flavors, 
textures, and colors that 
can transport you straight 
to the heart of Mexican 
cuisine. Hello fellow food 
lovers and welcome back 
to my kitchen. Today, we’re 
diving deep into creating 
the most exquisite shred-
ded chicken tacos you’ll 
ever taste, complete with a 
vibrant, homemade green 
salsa and freshly fried corn 
tortillas. This isn’t just a 
recipe; it’s a culinary ad-
venture that will engage 
all your senses and imbue 
your kitchen with the es-
sence of Mexico.

The Foundation: Shredded 
Chicken

Ingredients:

• 2 lbs boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts or thighs

• 1 large onion, quartered
• 4 cloves garlic, smashed
• 2 bay leaves
• 1 tsp salt
• 1 tsp black pepper
• 1 tsp cumin
• Water, enough to cover 

the chicken
Preparation:
Poaching the Chicken: 

In a large pot, place the 
chicken, onion, garlic, 
bay leaves, salt, pepper, 
and cumin. Cover with 
water. Bring to a boil, 
then reduce to a simmer. 
Cook for 20-25 minutes 
until the chicken is ten-
der and fully cooked.

Shredding the Chick-
en: Remove the chicken 
from the pot, reserve the 
broth for later use. Let 
the chicken cool enough 
to handle, then shred it 

using two forks or your 
fingers. The goal is to 
have tender, flavorful 
strands of chicken that 
will soak up the salsa 
perfectly.

The Heart: Homemade  
Green Salsa

Ingredients:
• 1 lb tomati l los, 

husked and rinsed
• 2-3 jalapeños (adjust 

to taste)
• 1 large onion, chopped
• 4 cloves garlic
• 1 bunch cilantro, leaves 

and tender stems
• Juice of 1 lime
• Salt to taste
Preparation:
Roasting the Vegetables: 

On a baking sheet, place 
the tomatillos and jala-
peños. Broil in the oven un-
til blackened spots appear, 
flipping once to ensure even 

roasting. This will add a 
smoky depth to the salsa.

Blending the Salsa: In a 
blender, combine the roast-
ed tomatillos, jalapeños, on-
ion, garlic, cilantro, lime 
juice, and salt. Blend until 
smooth. Taste and adjust 
seasoning as needed. The 
salsa should be vibrant, 
tangy, and with a kick of 
heat.

The Soul: Freshly Fried 
Corn Tortillas

Ingredients:
• 2 cups masa harina 

(corn flour)
• 1.5 cups warm water
• 1/2 tsp salt
• Vegetable oil for frying
Preparation:
Making the Dough: In a 

large bowl, mix masa ha-
rina with warm water and 
salt. Knead until the dough 
is smooth and no longer 

sticky. If it’s too dry, add 
more water, one tablespoon 
at a time.

Forming the Tortillas: 
Take a small portion of the 
dough and roll it into a ball. 
Place it between two pieces 
of plastic wrap and use a 
tortilla press (or a heavy 
skillet) to flatten it into a 
thin tortilla.

Frying the Tortillas: 
Heat a good amount of veg-
etable oil in a pan over me-
dium-high heat. Fry each 
tortilla until it’s golden and 
crispy, about 30-60 seconds 
per side. Drain on paper 
towels.

Assembling the Tacos
Now comes the moment 

of truth: assembling your 
tacos. Take a freshly fried 
tortilla, spoon a generous 
amount of shredded chick-
en onto it, and drench it 
in the homemade green 

salsa. Garnish with diced 
onions, cilantro leaves, a 
squeeze of lime, and slices 
of avocado for a creamy 
contrast.

Every bite of these tacos 
is a testament to the time 
and love you’ve put into 
making them. The chicken, 
tender and imbued with 
spices, melds with the 
zesty and slightly spicy 
green salsa, all encased 
in a crunchy, golden corn 
tortilla that shatters de-
lightfully with each bite.

These tacos are not just 
food; they’re an experi-
ence, a celebration of fla-
vor and texture that will 
leave you and your guests 
craving for more. So, roll 
up your sleeves, dive into 
this culinary journey, and 
create a masterpiece that 
will be the highlight of any 
gathering. Buen provecho!

Reuben Casserole
March is here and that means St. Patrick’s Day offers a new menu of traditional 

foods to sample and enjoy. The main course for this occasion is always the corned 
beef, and we can thank the British for that. It wasn’t until the 1860’s when Amer-
icans combined it with cabbage to make it the holiday meal it is today.

I’m gearing up for our annual St. Patricks dinner with friends but wit the high 
cost of everything I may have to get tricky and do something thrifty. I’m always 
looking for way to make food stretch and I found a recipe that might just make 
our dinner possible and tasty. This recipe gives you the option of using a good deil 
cut corned beef with rye bread crumbs to make a casserole that can be enjoyed 
year-round. Homemade bread crumbs are easy to make so don’t let that stop you 
for trying this one, and be sure to get the good deli corned beef and not the pack-
aged, it matters. I also read that if you don’t care for sauerkraut, thinly sliced 
cabbage can be used in its place.

So, be sure to get your green on and enjoy the foods of Ireland with some friends 
and family, it started with us over 10 years ago with a baked potato bar and grew 
into an all-Irish meal. Happy March!

Reuben Casserole
• 6 cups rye bread, sliced into 1-inch 
cubes (I used marble rye bread)

• 1/4 cup melted butter

• 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder

• 1 pound cooked corned beef, sliced or 
chopped (I used deli sliced)

• 1 (16-ounce) jar sauerkraut, drained 
and rinsed

• 1/2 cup chopped dill pickles

• 1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley

• Salt and pepper, to taste

• 1 cup Thousand Island dressing

• 6 slices Swiss cheese

• Preheat your oven to 350°F and lightly 
grease a 9×13-inch baking dish with 
cooking spray.

• Add the bread cubes into a large bowl.

• In a separate small bowl, mix the 

melted butter and garlic powder. Evenly 
pour the butter mixture over the bread 
cubes and mix until lightly coated (they 
shouldn’t be too wet or they’ll get 
soggy).

• Layer half of the rye bread cubes in the 
bottom of the prepared baking dish.

• Then layer the corned beef, sauerkraut, 
dill pickles, parsley, then salt and pepper 
to taste.

• Evenly drizzle the Thousand Island 
dressing, then cover with the Swiss 
cheese. Top with the remaining bread 
cubes.

• Bake the Reuben casserole in the oven 
for 20-25 minutes, or until the bread 
cubes are a light golden brown and the 
cheese is melted.

• Let the casserole cool for a few min-
utes, then slice, serve and enjoy!

“GO FARM” FARMERS MARKET

Laurie and Karene are back at Satur-
day market with their famous, and fan-
tastic fried pies!Thursday March 21 is 
our Annual Meeting for the “Go Farm” 
Farmers Market and Ozark Farmers 
Agricultural Cooperative at 6 p.m. at 
the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion — Ozark Regional Office, 551 Joe 
Jones Boulevard, West Plains, Missouri, 
65775. New market vendors are always 
welcome! Please call 417-293-0590 if 
you would like more information.

Our Saturday morning markets con-
tinue to be in full swing with so many 
great local goods for the whole family!

Janet Longo, aka JLP Italian Catering 
will have hot Italian food and Kevin 
Finn, Finn’s Farm will have hot Pot 
Stickers and Dim Sum. You can sit and 
enjoy your food at our new food court 
with tables and chairs for you to relax 
and enjoy!

To keep you healthy and well we have 
Elderberry Tonic from Farmer Little’s 
booth, ginger shots in various flavors 
from Rons’ Microgreens, kombucha and 
fermented foods from Falling Spring 
Farm and raw local honey from Ozark 
Fruit Company/Three Oaks Farm.

Do your grocery shopping with us 
with all local products! Our vendors are 
bringing local meats, farm fresh eggs, 
pickled veggies, sauces including hot 
sauces, pickles, Dim Sum, pot stickers, 
whole smoked chickens, jams, syrups, 
gourmet baked goods, microgreens, 
freeze dried candies and treats, bread, 

Fried Pies are Back

Karene Cobble, fried pies.

Artisan Crafters and more.
Jason Kemper will be at the market 

every Saturday (when it’s not raining) 
selling mixed grass and hybrid Bermu-
da hay; great for cattle, horses, sheep 
and goats. Small bale size 14x18x36.

All updated information will be on our 
social media pages Friday afternoon. 
You can call 417- 293-0590 for updates 
if you do not have a computer or social 
media. We are in the Endurance Church 
parking lot next to Hirsch, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. every Saturday, weather permit-
ting, text/call 417-293-0590 if in doubt. 
Check our Facebook page for the latest 
updates at “Go Farm” Farmers Market 
of West Plains. EBT, cash, credit, and 
debit are all accepted.

The Ultimate Homemade Croissant
Embarking on the quest 

to create the perfect home-
made croissant is not just 
about baking; it’s about em-
bracing an art form, a ritu-
al that has been cherished 
through generations. To-
day, I’ll guide you through 
this exhilarating journey 
step by step, and together, 
we’ll explore the magical 
transformation of simple 
ingredients into layers of 
buttery, flaky goodness. As 
a bonus, I’ll share some 
irresistible filling ideas, 
including the ever-popular 
chocolate, to elevate your 
croissants to celestial de-
lights.

The Adventure Begins: 
Crafting the Dough

Ingredients:
• 4 cups of all-purpose 

flour, plus extra for dusting
• 1/3 cup of granulated 

sugar
• 2 teaspoons of salt
• 1 tablespoon of instant 

yeast
• 1 1/4 cups of lukewarm 

milk
• 1 cup (2 sticks) of un-

salted butter, cold
Preparation:
Whisk Together Dry In-

gredients: In a large bowl, 
whisk together flour, sugar, 
salt, and instant yeast. This 
blend forms the foundation 
of our croissant, each in-
gredient a pillar supporting 
the intricate architecture 
of flavors and textures we 
aim to build.

Incorporate the Milk: 
Gradually add the luke-
warm milk to the dry in-
gredients, mixing until a 
dough starts to form. The 
dough should be soft but 
not sticky; adjust with a 
little more flour or milk if 
necessary.

Kneading the Dough: 
Transfer the dough to a 
lightly floured surface. 
Knead it with love and pa-
tience for about 10 minutes, 
until it’s smooth and elastic. 
This process activates the 
gluten, setting the stage for 
our croissants’ magnificent 
structure.

Resting the Dough: Shape 
the dough into a rectangle, 
wrap it in plastic wrap, and 
let it rest in the refrigerator 
for 1 hour. This pause al-

lows the gluten to relax and 
the flavors to meld together 
harmoniously.

The Heart of the 
Croissant: Laminating the 
Dough

Ingredients:
• 1 cup (2 sticks) of un-

salted butter, for laminating
Preparation:
Preparing the Butter: 

Place the 2 sticks of but-
ter between two pieces of 
parchment paper. Using a 
rolling pin, gently beat and 
roll it into a rectangle about 
1/2 inch thick. This butter 
slab will be layered within 
the dough, creating those 
coveted flaky layers.

Rolling the Dough: Re-
move the dough from the 
refrigerator and roll it out 
on a lightly floured surface 
into a rectangle that’s twice 
the size of your butter slab.

Encasing the Butter: 
Place the butter slab on 
half of the dough rectan-
gle, then fold the other half 
over it, sealing the butter 
inside. This is where the 
magic begins; the butter 
is now ready to weave its 
magic through the layers 
of dough.

The First Fold: Roll 
the dough out into a long 
rectangle, then fold it into 
thirds, like a letter. This 
is the first fold. Wrap the 
dough and chill it in the 
refrigerator for 1 hour.

Repeating the Process: 
Repeat this rolling and 
folding process two more 
times, chilling the dough 
for an hour after each fold. 
This meticulous layering 
is the secret to achieving 
those beautiful, buttery lay-
ers in your croissants.

Shaping Destiny: Form-
ing the Croissants

Dividing the Dough: 
After the final chill, roll 
the dough out into a large 
rectangle, about 1/4 inch 
thick. Cut the dough into 
long triangles.

Rolling the Croissants: 
Starting from the base 
of each triangle, roll the 
dough tightly towards the 
tip to form the classic crois-
sant shape. Curve the ends 
slightly to create a crescent.

Preparing for the Final 

Act: Proofing and Baking
Proofing: Place the 

shaped croissants on a 
baking sheet lined with 
parchment paper. Cover 
them lightly with a damp 
cloth and let them proof in 
a warm place for 1-2 hours, 
or until they have doubled 
in size.

Baking: Preheat your 
oven to 400°F (200°C). 
Brush the croissants with 
an egg wash (1 beaten egg 
mixed with a tablespoon of 
water) for a golden finish. 
Bake for 15-20 minutes, or 
until they are puffed and 
golden brown.

The Twist: Filling Your 
Croissants

As our croissants em-
bark on their final trans-
formation in the oven, let’s 
dream up some decadent 
fillings:

• Chocolate Heaven: Place 
a small bar of high-quality 
dark chocolate on the base 
of the triangle before roll-
ing. As the croissant bakes, 
the chocolate melts into a 
rich, molten core.

• Almond Bliss: Spread a 
thin layer of almond cream 
on the dough triangle, then 
sprinkle with sliced al-
monds before rolling. After 
baking, dust with powdered 
sugar for an irresistible fin-
ish.

• Savory Delight: For a 
savory twist, add a slice 
of ham and a sprinkle of 
grated cheese before roll-
ing the dough. The result 
is a deliciously melty, sa-
vory center that perfectly 
complements the buttery 
pastry.

Embarking on this crois-
sant-making adventure is 
about more than just bak-
ing; it’s about creating mo-
ments of joy, sharing love 
through layers of pastry, 
and transforming simple 
ingredients into exquisite 
treasures. Whether you 
choose to fill your crois-
sants with chocolate, al-
monds, or keep them clas-
sic, each bite will be a tes-
tament to your culinary 
journey. Enjoy the fruits of 
your labor with a hot cup of 
coffee or tea, and revel in 
the mastery of your new-
found baking prowess.

Creative Mind

THE ONLY THING  
MISSING IS  

YOU!
INSERT 

MUG SHOT
HERE

OUR COMMUNITY  
NEWSPAPER GROUP IS  

LOOKING FOR A DESIGNER  
TO COMPLETE OUR TEAM. 

FULL TIME . BENEFITS . PAID TIME OFF

INDESIGN . PHOTOSHOP. ILLUSTRATOR

SEND RESUME TO:  
melaniea@phillipsmedia.com
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Reach more than 40,000 readers 
with your ad in the Regional
Classified Marketplace. Give 
us a call today at any of our 
locations.

YOUR BARGAIN COLUMN
Merchandise Ad

priced under $100 will be free
with these exceptions: em-
ployment, auctions, estate/g
arage/moving/yard sales, re-
al estate, professional serv-
ices, pets, animals, guns,
services, situations wanted,
wanted to buy and firewood.

REGISTERED NURSE AND or LPN
positions available, part-time
Monday - Tuesday weekly. Ap-
ply at Mountain Home Surgery
Center or email dremington
@mountainhomesurgerycenter
.com

Medical/Dental

417-293-3562
417-274-8871 cell

• Insured
• Licensed
• References
Bucket Truck Service
Emergency Service

71
01

77
ch

Family Owned since 1955

INDEPENDENT OWNER/OPERA-
TORS, DUMP TRUCKS/END
TRUCKS, NW AR Area, We Pay on
Time!! Local Routes, Steady
Work. Pay Every Week. Family
Owned &amp; Local. Call us at:
479-233-3907.

De-clutter your home quickly! 
Sell it in The Regional Classified 
Marketplace.

ASUMH SEEKS APPLICANTS for
adjunct CNA instructors & ad-
junct LPN Clinical instructors.
Eligible candidates must have
an LPN or RN license, plus
nursing experience. Apply at
asumh.edu

REUBER AUTOMOTIVE, A brand-
new dealership opening in NLR,
AR.is building our Team of:
SALES MANAGERS, FINANCE and
INSURANCE MANAGERS, SALES-
PEOPLE, PRODUCT SPECIALIST,
SERVICE MANAGERS, SERVICE
WRITERS, TECHNICIANS, PARTS
MANAGER, BILLING CLERK TITLE
CLERK, PORTERS and DETAILERS.
FT and PT positions available!
Please send resume or ques-
tions to: info@reuberauto.com

CLASS A /B DUMP TRUCK COM-
PANY DRIVERS! NW AR Area,
Weekly Pay! NEW Equipment,
local routes, home every night.
Life and Health Insurance, pay
percentage of truck gross. 3 yrs
driving exp., 1 violation, no
accidents. Family Owned &
Local. Call us at: 479-233-3907.

INVENTORY INCLUDES: pickup trucks, SUVs, forklifts, compact utility loaders, flatbed trucks, 

box trucks, service trucks and more. All items are sold “AS IS.” 10% buyers premium applies. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13
350+ ITEMS SELL NO RESERVE!

BID NOW! purplewave.com

AUCTIONVEHICLES & 
EQUIPMENT

OF9291 ‘80 Chevy C10 
Cheyenne pickup truck

EH3838 ‘19 Toyota 4Runner 
TRD Off Road SUV

NJ9523 ‘17 Ford F250 Super 
Duty XL SuperCab pickup 

EG1188 ‘22 Ford F650 Super 
Duty truck cab and chassis

EI3520 ‘21 Ditch Witch SK600 
compact utility loader

71
15

92
ch

NOW HIRING LUMBER stack-
ers/machine operators for full
time position Monday - Friday in
West Plains and Mountain View
locations. Starting wages $14
and up depending on experi-
ence. Contact Upland Timber at
417-934-1184 or apply in person
at 9974 US Highway 60 -
Mountain View or 9572 State
Route 17 - West Plains.

DIRECTV. NEW 2-YEAR Price
Guarantee. The most live MLB
games this season, 200+ chan-
nels and over 45,000 on-demand
titles. $84.99/mo for 24 months
with CHOICE Package. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-855-400-3297

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED! Arkansas
State University Mountain Home
seeks experienced Bus Driver
applicants. Must have a valid
CDL with passenger endorse-
ment. Apply at asumh.edu

BUNION REMOVAL AT NO COST!
For details Call 501.221.8681 or
visit WoodlandLittleRock.com.
Woodland International
Research Group.

Transportation/Drivers
EMPLOYMENT

Looking for some extra cash
to cover those unexpected
bills? The Baxter Bulletin may
have the answer. We are
looking for reliable and a
self-starter to come and join
us delivering the Baxter Bulle-
tin. This opportunity is ideal
for a stay-at-home parent,
retirees, students, or for any-
one looking to earn some
extra cash working part-time
around 2-3 hours on Monday
evening and Friday evening (1
a.m. to 4 a.m.).

Here are the duties & require-
ments:

DUTIES:
• 2 days per week. 2-3 hours
per day
• Evening hours. Average
start time of 1:00 AM
• Accurately deliver to all
customers on a route in a
timely manner
• Deliver papers to the proper
location as requested by the
customer (i.e. driveway,
porch, tube)
• Work independently without
supervision. You are welcome
to bring a friend or even your
dog while delivering newspa-
pers!

REQUIREMENTS:
• Have a reliable vehicle
• Have a valid driver's license
and proof of insurance
• Delivery experience not
required; we can teach you!

Interested? Please visit us at
16 West 6th Street, Mountain
Home to fill out an application
today! No phone calls please.

Notices
PART TIME RN OR REGISTERED
DIETICIAN TECHNICIAN (RDT)

Howell County Health Department is seeking a part time 
RN or Registered Dietician Technician (RDT) to work 
within the WIC program, providing nutrition education 
and counseling to participants.  RDT applicants must 
hold a minimum of an Associate Degree and have 
an active Missouri License.   Competitive salary and 
benefits.  Applications can be acquired at HCHD, 180 
Kentucky or on our website howellcountyhealth.com.

712060at

ANNOUNCEMENTS
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL Security
Disability or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.
Our case managers simplify the
process & work hard to help
with your case. Call
1-888-510-3017 FREE Consulation.
Local Attorneys Nationwide
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington
DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.)

Sell your vehicle fast in the 
Classifieds.

Services

VIZIO 37 INCH TV with Roku. TV
remote plus Roku remote. NOT A
SMART TV. All for $50. Call or
Text 870-656-4350.

Did you know when you place 
an ad in the Regional Classified 
Marketplace your ad will 
automatically be placed on the 
Websites of 4 area newspapers?

KING SIZE 2" memory foam,
CLEAN, can be cut to fit smaller.
$60. Call:870-741-7409 (leave
message)

INJURED IN AN accident?
Don't Accept the insurance
company's first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled to
cash settlements in the
$10,000's. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really
worth. 100% Free Evaluation.
Call Now: 1-855-436-4676

EXTREME CUTTERS
Fence lines cleared.
Pastures/Brush cutting.
Stump grinding. Driveways.
Tree pulling.
Free Estimates. Insured.
Call Terry 870-414-3533

DINING/ENTRY LIGHT FIXTURE. 5
Globe dining light fixture. In
great condition. $20. Call or Text
870-656-4350.

Land/Pasture

CEILING FAN - 52 inch ceiling fan
and light fixture. In good condi-
tion, just did a remodel. $20. Call
or Text 870-656-XXXX.

SO
LD

HAY FOR SALE!! 5x5 NET WRAP-
PED AND FERTILIZED HAY -
BERMUDA AND GRASS MIX HAY.
A GOOD TIGHT BALE CUT WITH A
CONDITIONER. GOOD HAY. CALL
731-676-0857. No texts please.

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-844-210-6510
www.dental50plus.com/arpress
#6258

5 LARGE HOME interior pictures.
$20 each or $100 for all
Call:870-741-7409 (leave mes-
sage)

Hay/Feed/Seed Insurance & Savings
Bargain Column

FINANCIAL

Sell it fast in the Classifieds.
Give us a call today.

MOVING MUST SELL: GE apart-
ment size stackable washer and
dryer in very good condition.
About 1 year old. Must be
moved. Asking $700 OBO
479-304-7153.

Appliances
MERCHANDISE

RECIPE OF THE WEEK

Amazingly Easy Irish
Soda Bread

Ingredients:
4 cups all-purpose flour
1/2cup margarine, softened
4 tablespoons white sugar
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2teaspoon salt
1 cup buttermilk
1 egg
1/4cup butter, melted
1/4cup buttermilk

Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375

degrees F (190 degrees C).
Lightly grease a large baking
sheet.

Mix flour, softened margar-
ine, sugar, baking soda, bak-
ing powder, and salt together
in a large bowl. Stir in 1 cup of
buttermilk and egg. Turn
dough out onto a lightly
floured surface and knead
slightly. Form dough into a
round and place on the
prepared baking sheet.

Combine melted butter with
1/4 cup buttermilk in a small
bowl; brush loaf with this
mixture. Use a sharp knife to
cut an 'X' into the top of the
loaf.

Bake in preheated oven
until a toothpick inserted into
the center of the loaf comes
out clean, 45 to 50 minutes.
Check for doneness after 30
minutes. You may continue to
brush the loaf with the butter
mixture while it bakes.

PREPARE FOR POWER outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly Payment
Options. Request a FREE Quote -
Call now before the next power
outage: 1-877-319-0598.

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Brei-
tling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submarin-
er and Speedmaster. Call
888-690-2346

DEPUTY JUVENILE OFFICER.
The 37 th Judicial Circuit is
accepting applications for the
position of Deputy Juvenile
Officer. This is a full-time
position. Applicants must be
over the age of 21 years and
have either completed four
years of college education
with a major in sociology or
related subjects or have had
four years or more experience
in social work with juveniles
in probation or allied services.
Applicants are asked to sub-
mit a resume to: Jordan Land,
Chief Juvenile Officer, 37th
Judicial Circuit, 111 Walnut
Street, West Plains, Missouri
65775. The 37th Judicial
Circuit-Juvenile Division is an
equal opportunity employer.

ADVERTISING
PROVISIONS

1. The publisher reserves
the right to classify ads
under their appropriate
heading and to revise, reject
or cancel any advertisement
at anytime, if deemed nec-
essary.

2. Liability for Advertise-
ments - Advertiser assumes
all liability for advertise-
ments printed per his/her
instruction and shall hold
the publisher harmless from
and against any claims
and/or damages in connec-
tion herewith.

3. Check your ad the first
day. The publisher will not
be responsible for error
beyond the first week.
Claims and adjustments
must be made within seven
days from the first publica-
tion date.

THE BAXTER BULLETIN
is accepting applications for
an Advertising Sales Repre-
sentative. We are looking for
a competitive, talented and
hardworking individual to fill
an entry level advertising,
marketing sales position for
our advertising department.
The ideal candidate will be a
self-starter with strong organ-
izational and leadership abili-
ties. Sales experience not
necessary, but preferred.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Provide exceptional custom-
er service and build professio-
nal relationships with cus-
tomers to help clients reach
their goals.
• Consistently meet and ex-
ceed print and digital revenue
targets.
• Develop and demonstrate
knowledge of newspaper, dig-
ital, and event products/offer-
ings.
• Prospect new business via
internal leads, cold calling,
and other prospecting techni-
ques.
• Provide revenue forecasts
and achieve critical sales
related goals.

KEY QUALIFICATIONS:
• Outstanding communication
skills, verbal & written.
• Able to prioritize; work
independently and in a team
environment.
• Fun and outgoing personali-
ty with strong people skills.
• Highly motivated, perform-
ance driven, self-starter with
a desire to succeed.
• Strong organization, time
management, and follow-up
skills. Creative skills are a
plus.
• Desire to learn, improve
sales skills, embrace new
products and programs as we
diversify our product portfo-
lio.
• Must have reliable transpor-
tation.

Our work is fast paced and
exciting. We are looking for a
professional individual that is
energetic and enthusiastic
about developing new busi-
ness. We want individuals
who work hard and have fun
in the process. The ideal
candidate is not only a team
player, but able to work
independently. This individual
will have the ability to build
long-lasting relationships,
overcome objections and cre-
ate effective multi-media ad-
vertising solutions that ach-
ieve results for our clients.
Great interpersonal communi-
cation skills and a strong
work ethic are essential.

The Baxter Bulletin is a part of
Phillips Media Group, an inde-
pendently owned newspaper,
specialty publication and digi-
tal company with, dedicated
staff, and important ties to
the communities we serve.

Contact Sonny Elliott, General
Manager at:
sonnye@baxterbulletin.com

NOW OPEN!! THAI TRADITIONAL
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE - 10%
off first walk-in visit!! 4608 JFK
Blvd, NLR. (Next to Papa Johns)
501-813-4585. Ask for Gina or
Ruth.

Northeast Lakeside Fire
Department Auxiliary
5482 Hwy. 62 East, MH

Spaghetti Supper
Saturday March 16th

4:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Menu:
Spaghetti w/meat sauce,

garlic bread, salad,
dessert, coffee, iced tea

or lemonade.

Price:
Adults: $8.00

Children under 10: $4.00

DOCK AND MARINE associ-
ate, also Landscaping, call
for interview. 870-499-5381.

Equipment & Supplies Special 
Pricing

Cars, trucks, tractors, 
boats,RV’s, campers, 

side by side, 4 wheeler, etc.
Private party and businesses
Includes a photo or graphic
8 days/ 25 words $35
Additional words 35c

WHEELS

Call usCall us
FOR YOUR CLASSIFIED NEEDS

HARRISON
870-741-SELL

JASPER
870-741-SELL

MOUNTAIN HOME
870-508-8000

WEST PLAINS
417-258-9191

HOMES
Sell your home fast

Includes a photo or graphic
8 days/40 words $60

Private party and businesses

Help WantedSalesNoticesAGRI-BUSINESS Services

HARRISON (870-741-SELL)   | JASPER (870-741-SELL)    | MOUNTAIN HOME (870-508-8000)   | WEST PLAINS (417-256-9191)

The Regional Classified

Place your ad in your hometown newspaper and reach over 
40,000 readers across Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas.

Professional Services and 
in-column display

Regular 
Classifieds Bargain Items

1 inch - $70 per month (8 days)
2 inch - $90 per month (8 days)
3 inch - $100 per month (8 days)

1 day/20 words $22.50
2 days/20 words $33.60
4 days/20 words $42.00

6 days/20 words $55.50
8 days/20 words $60.00

$101-$1,000 - $10* $1,001 + $15*

AS LOW AS AS LOW AS 8 DAYS 20 WORDS
$100 or Less$70$70 $2250$2250 Free!Free!A MO.! A MO.!

Additional words 35¢*
Free lost and found for 4 days

** Restrictions  Apply

AD DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION: 

MONDAY 3pm
SATURDAY EDITION:

THURSDAY 3pm

ARKANSAS

MISSOURI



West Plains Daily Quill CLASSIFIEDS Wednesday, March 6, 2024  |  B3

Sell your vehicle fast in the 
Classifieds.

BATH & SHOWER Updates in as
little as ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty &
professional installs. Senior &
Military Discount available. Call:
877-631-0120

Remodeling

A HUNGRY 
PAINTER

(870) 453-8559

Interior and 
Exterior Painting, 
Deck Staining and 
Power Washing.
Free Estimates

16
48

34
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Painting

Creative Mind

THE ONLY THING 
MISSING IS 

YOU!
INSERT

MUG SHOT
HERE

OUR COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER GROUP IS 

LOOKING FOR A DESIGNER 
TO COMPLETE OUR TEAM. 

FULL TIME . BENEFITS . PAID TIME OFF

INDESIGN . PHOTOSHOP. ILLUSTRATOR

SEND RESUME TO: 
melaniea@phillipsmedia.com

FORWARD
Spring

HUD Approved Vouchers Welcome

Energy Efficient for Low Electric Costs

MO RELAY 711

“Brookview is an equal opportunity provider and employer”
www.brookviewapts.com

581635b

Brookview Senior
Apartments
Of Mountain View

Delp Road

Brookview 
Apartments

of West Plains
510 Chippewa

Under New Management
Call Manager at 417-934-6523

for an application

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP &
RESTORATION: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage and mold in your home.
If you have water damage to
your home, call for a free
estimate for complete repairs to
protect your family and your
home's value! Call 24/7:
1-877-593-7772

De-clutter your home quickly! 
Sell it in The Regional Classified 
Marketplace.

APEX RESTORATIONS, FOR all
your remodeling needs. Remod-
eling, Home Repairs, Fences,
Decks and more. Call
870-421-6054 for free quotes.

Construction-Services

SPECIALIZING IN SERVICE

Dependable • Honest • Experienced

Residential & Commercial

NEGRI
PLUMBING

2324 Quarry Road • West Plains, MO

417-256-0362

493197b

FREE HIGH SPEED internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android
tablet FREE with one time $20
copay. Free shipping & handling.
Call Mazsip Telecom today!
1-888-860-0146

Sell it fast in the Classifieds!
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data FREE
Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. WiFi built in! FREE
Standard installation for lease
customers! Limited Time. Call
1-844-717-1819

Home Services

WANTED: SMALL ACREAGE of
undeveloped property in New-
ton County Arkansas at least 3
acres. email: redbluff700
@gmail.com, ph: 318-245-3695

FOGGED WINDOWS 
REPAIRED

Call the Glass Man
870-492-4050 70

82
28

at

CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER Inter-
net for speeds up to 5 Gigs, no
data caps, no throttling. Prices
starting at $54.95. Plus, a $100
gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-844-211-6606

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a
$300 gift card! Plus get the
Multisport pack included for a
limited time! Hurry, call for
details: 888-356-5668

Computer
SERVICES

FREE HIGH SPEED internet for
those that qualify. Government
program for recipients of select
programs including Medicaid,
SNAP, Housing Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one
time $20 copay. Free shipping
and handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 855-714-0167. RESIDENTIAL | COMMERICAL | AUTO

870-321-1098

16
37

40
ch

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | AUTO
870-321-1098

OFFICE HOURS
Mon – Fri 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sat – Sun 9:00 am - 7:00 pm

(816) 208-0044
qualitymovingamerica@gmail.com

Quality Moving America 
specializes in local and 

long-distance moving and 
packing and unpacking 
services. 24/7 moving 

services. Same-day moving 
available. Free estimates. 

Call us today.

698222at

Sell it fast in the Classifieds! Miscellaneous
DIRECTV SPORTS PACK 3
Months on Us! Watch pro and
college sports LIVE. Plus over 40
regional and specialty networks
included. NFL, College Football,
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and more.
Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-844-547-3631.

2001 PROCRAFT BASS boat &
trailer, 225 hp Optimax (105 hrs),
Helix 9 fish finder, MinnKota
trolling mtr w/ remote, new
batteries. $10,000 call:
870-688-1202

RC AIRPLANES/ HELICOPTERS,
engines, radios, kits and acces-
sories. Old or New. Call John
870-321-3541.

BRAND NEW JEEP Spare Tire
cover, never been used. $20.
417-983-0392.

Internet & Web Sites
Wanted

BOX OF 38 Special Ammo For
Self Defense With Punch, $15.
Call 870-706-0569.

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY XDM rep-
lica C02 BB Pistol, $40. Call
870-736-3145.

WAGNER'S
LAWN SERVICES

Servicing Harrison and
surrounding areas.
Free estimates.
870-302-2069

BLACK FREE STANDING Fan
Comes Apart Easy Moving, $15.
Call 870-706-0569

PROFORM STAIR CLIMBER built
in fan, $50. 870-491-5591.

1995 17FT LUND, 2015 90 4 Stroke,
Ultra Remote Helex 7 on lift,
$7,500 FIRM. See it run, selling
due to health. Plus Trailer.
870-491-5591.

FISHING POLE, LIGHTWEIGHT,
$10. Call 870-706-0569

PUBLISHER'S
NOTICE

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise any preferences,
limitations or discrimination
based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, familial
status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such
preferences, limitations or
discrimination.

We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation
of the law. All persons are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised herein
are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Boats & Motors
APA BATTERY CHARGER $95.
GOLF CART MODEL # - 12050
INPUT 120V 60 HZ 11AMPS/
OUTPUT 36V. DC/ 20 AMPS
317-965-9024

CROSSMAN .357 REPLICA C02 BB
or Pellet Revolver, $25. Call
870-736-3145.

Acreages & Lots-Sales
ALMOST NEW GENERAC Power
Washer 2500 PSI, used 6 times,
$100 FIRM. Call 870-580-0157.

Sports Equipment SOLD: 2019 POLARIS Ranger 500.
excellent condition. Will need
new battery. $2,200. Call
870-449-XXXX.

SO
LD

ATV'sWANTED LP'S AND 45's - Rock,
Pop, R&B, Jazz, Country. No
collection too large or small. Call
870-232-2518, CASH IN HAND!!

5 BEIGE GARAGE door panels,
(size 8' 6"). $80 each or best
offer. 870-701-3025.

Wanted For SaleMiscellaneous
WHEN VETERINARY CARE is
unavailable or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® animal health-
care for cats, dogs, & horses. At
Tractor Supply® (www.happyja
ckinc.com).

REAL ESTATE SALES
GOOD COSTUME JEWELRY. Call
870-580-0521.

Pets & Supplies

Seasonal Yard Work, Brush Clearing, 
Power Washing, Deck & Fence Stain & 

Sealing, Junk & Appliance Haul Off 
Call Joe 870-701-3169

Jewelry
Lawn/Garden/LandscapeFuneral

Preplanning
for Peace of Mind

personalized funeral services | burials & cremations 
preplanning options | flexible payment options

Funeral preplanning will save your loved 
ones the stress and expense of making 
important decisions in their time of grief. 
Call today for more information or to 
arrange your preplanning consultation, 
and ensure your final arrangements are 
carried out according to your wishes.

Tracy Jenkins
Preplanning Consultant
870-741-3113 Work
870-715-8932 Cell

164463ch

VIDEOS DVDS AND Discs. Large
Assortment Different Types. $25.
Call 870-706-0569

METAL BED FRAME. Makes king,
queen or full size. $25.00. Call or
Text 870-656-XXXX.SO

LD
HOUSE FOR RENT
2BR 1 BA, attached garage,
fenced side yard, big back yard,
close to WP High school/Down-
town. $700 per month. Deposit.
NO Pets. Call 816-304-3673 to
arrange date/time to view.

Funeral Needs

BRAVO ENCLOSED TRAILER. 2014
7x14 V-Nose Bravo Star enclosed
trailer 90% highway miles Loca-
ted in Hand Cove Area. Asking
$6,000. Call 815-509-3745

UTILITECH 100 FT. 10/3 heavy
duty contractor's extension
cord. Retails over $150. Asking
$80 or best offer. Call me at
870-656-XXXX.

SO
LD

1 BEDROOM CABIN. Must have
good references. $675.00 per
month. Country setting. Jasper.
847-650-7120

CONTEMPORARY FAUX LEATHER
Sofa. Medium Brown. Three
cushion . Less than a year old.
Excellent condition! $100.00
479-224-1673

Accessories-Recreation PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCEN-
TRATOR May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the
compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call
844-299- 5183

TWO BRINKS DOOR Stoppers,
$25. Four Pair. Call 870-706-0569

Homes For Rent WHITE RIVER HANDYMAN
For all your home repair, renova-
tions & maintenance. 25+ Years
Experience. Licensed. Call Scott
Hall for Appointments.
870-499-0679 or 402-612-2446.

RECREATION Health Care
SHARK DUO CLEAN Vacuum, on
board tools, used once, $100.
Call 870-580-0310.

3 PIECE LIVING room set, bur-
gundy color, made by England-
er, Couch relines, wall hugger,
$275. Call 870-404-9906.

2 MATCHING END tables, glass
tops, gold metal bottom, 15"
wide, 23" length, 21" tall, $50 for
both. 417-983-0392.

COUNTRY AIRE ESTATES
COTTER

1 bedroom & efficiencies.
Includes all Utilities and FREE

WIFI, $170/ $200 Weekly.
Call 870-321-2141.

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10%
Senior & Military Discounts. Call
1-855-977-9614

Furniture
SAFE STEP. NORTH Americas #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top of the line
installation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1,600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833-732-0966.

ASHLEY RECLINER. WHITE Fab-
ric. Only about 3 years old. Seat
has some stains. You haul away.
479-224-1673

Free
PREPARE FOR POWER outages
today with a GENERAC home
standby generator, $0 Money
Down plus Low Monthly Pay-
ment Options. Request a FREE
Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 866-686-8347.

VIZIO 55" SMART TV, 6 years old,
$90. Call 870-736-3145.

YOUR HANDYMAN 
PROFESSIONAL

Roofing - Deck - Staining 
- General Repairs

No job too large or too small! 
WE DO IT ALL!
Licensed and Insured

Call Oscar
 870-404-1914 16

38
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General Laborer
Powered by Christ.

Veteran owned.
Any errands, remodeling,

lawn care, trees, gardening,
doctor appointments,

groceries, etc.
870-265-0922

HOUSE FOR SALE
Full Brick home 2 miles out CC
with attached garage, 7.5 acres,
5BR, 3.5 BA, Large sun-room,
New/remodeled kitchen with
appliances, large shop building
with attached garage. $399,900
Call 417-293-9361

FULLY FURNISHED APARTMENT.
Beautiful all new one bedroom,
one bath apartment for rent. All
stainless appliances, large bed-
room with queen bed and
walk-in closet, attached two car
carport, back up generator for
power loss, None smoking, No
pets. Located Hwy 5 south,
Mountain Home. Rent is $850
monthly. This included utilities.
Stipulations apply, call
870-405-7606

MICHAEL. KOORS. BAG. Large.
Black. Good. Condition. $30.
870-706-0569

Homes For SaleTV SOUNDBAR HDMI, Optical
connections, Excellent condi-
tion. $85. 479-224-1673

MEDIUM SIZE BLACK Lock Box
With. Key. Good. Condition. $10.
Call 870-706-0569.

2-4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
and houses. Harrison and Valley
Springs area. Myers rentals.
870-743-1460 or 741-2945

MOVING MUST SELL: 55" Hitachi
HDTV with TV stand with cabi-
net in good condition $150 obo.
Call 479-304-7153 for more info.

Electronics
LARGE ASSORTMENT OF beads-
bone, glass, plastic & African
trade, $250. Fiddle $50. Trailer
mostly enclosed, $800.
417-679-0199 leave message.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS,
through out Harrison, utilities
paid, weekly rates available.
$150 weekly + deposit.
870-741-4131

Apartments
FORD MUSTANG 2005-09 rear
muffler, w/ chrome tip. #
F-7991-L, New $75. Yellville area.
317-965-9024

REAL ESTATE RENTALS

BOYS VANS SHOES - Size 4
Atwood Canvas Style. Ox-
blood/Black color and Pew-
ter/White color. Brand New -
Never Worn. Asking $30 each
or both pairs for $55. call/text
870-656-3684.

CHAR-BROIL TRU INFARED Elec-
tric Grill. Never used.$50. Call
870-580-0310.

LOT FOR SALE in Colorado City,
CO. Sunshine 315 days a year.
Short drive to Lake Isabel and
Pueblo. Actual value has in-
creased from $1,100 in Tax Year
2022 to $4,350 in 2023 and
expected to increase exponen-
tially. Will accept $4,000 or best
offer. Contact Rick at
870-736-1909.

WANTED: USED DESK, Chair pad.
870-321-8110

16
37

39
ch

16
37

50
ch

Home ServicesConstruction-ServicesClothing Miscellaneous Wanted Acreages & Lots-Sales

HARRISON
(870-741-SELL)

JASPER
(870-741-SELL)

MOUNTAIN HOME
(870-508-8000)

WEST PLAINS
(417-256-9191)

The Regional Classified

Place your ad in your hometown newspaper and reach over 
40,000 readers across Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas.

AD DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION: 

MONDAY 3pm
SATURDAY EDITION:

THURSDAY 3pm MISSOURI

ARKANSAS
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Public Notice

If payment is not received,
Silver Springs Storage will sell
the contents of the following
units to satisfy its lien for
charges due: S266, S409, B6,
B14, B62, C66, C75, 67, 168,
212, 639 and 676. The sale will
be held on/after 3/8/2024 at
midnight. 247 CR 1280, WP.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

WHEREAS, Michael Forester
spouse of Debra Forester and
Debra Forester spouse of Mi-
chael Forester, by their deed of
trust dated January 3, 2020,
and recorded on January 13,
2020, in the office of the
recorder of deeds for Howell
County, Missouri, instrument
#2020R0185, conveyed to Jack
Doss, Trustee, ("Trustee"), the
following-described property:

REAL ESTATE SITUATED IN
HOWELL COUNTY, MISSOU-
RI, TO WIT: All that part of the
East 1/2 of Lot #1 of the
Northeast 1/4 of Section 2
Township 21 Range 8 West,
lying East of Hwy. 17 except 10
acres squarely off the North
side thereof. The land con-
veyed containing (8) acres
more or less, as recorded in
Book 458 at Page 365 recorded
December 11, 1975. EXCEPT
One (1) acre more or less out
of the Southwest corner of the

65775 "Private Sale" Terms of
sale are cash, 417-255-8484.

Publication Dates: February 21,
24, 28, 2024, and March 2,6,
2024.

Howell County Courthouse, in
the city of West Plains, Howell
County, Missouri on March 26,
2024, between the hours of 9
o'clock a.m. and 5 o'clock p.m.,
and more particularly at 1:00
p.m. for the purpose of satisfy-
ing said indebtedness and the
costs of executing this trust.

Dated: February 22, 2024.
Jack Doss, Trustee, Raymond
E. Williams, Attorney for Trust-
ee, Williams Law Offices, LLC,
P.O. Box 169, West Plains, MO
65775.

NOTICE

Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, 15
U.S.C. Section 1692c(b), no
information concerning the col-
lection of this debt may be
given without the prior consent
of the consumer given directly
to the debt collector or the
express permission of a court
of competent jurisdiction. The
debt collector is attempting to
collect a debt and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for
that purpose.

Publication Dates: February 28,
March 6, 13, and 20, 2024.

East 1/2 of Lot #1 of the
Northeast 1/4 of Section 2
Township 21 Range 8 West.
EXCEPT for an easement
beginning at the East 1/4
corner of Section 2 going
northerly 50 feet along East
side of said tract, thence
Westerly 25 feet, thence South-
erly 50 feet, thence Easterly to
East 1/4 corner of Section 2
Township 21 Range 8 West.

Property address: 7069 County
Road 9900, West Plains, Mis-
souri 65775

which conveyance was made to
Jack Doss, Trustee, in trust to
secure the payment of one
promissory note in said deed of
trust described; and

WHEREAS, default was made
and still continues in the
payment of said note;

NOW THEREFORE, at the
request of the legal holder of
said note and in accordance
with the provisions of said deed
of trust, I, Jack Doss, Trustee,
will sell the property above
described at public vendue, to
the highest bidder for cash, at
the East front door of the

Jack Doss, Trustee, Raymond
E. Williams, Attorney for Trust-
ee, Williams Law Offices, LLC,
P.O. Box 169, West Plains, MO
65775.

NOTICE

Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act, 15
U.S.C. Section 1692c(b), no
information concerning the col-
lection of this debt may be
given without the prior consent
of the consumer given directly
to the debt collector or the
express permission of a court
of competent jurisdiction. The
debt collector is attempting to
collect a debt and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for
that purpose.

Publication Dates: February 28,
March 6, 13, and 20, 2024.

Missouri.

Property address: 2791 County
Road 4060, West Plains, Mis-
souri 65775

which conveyance was made to
Jack Doss, Trustee, in trust to
secure the payment of one
promissory note in said deed of
trust described; and

WHEREAS, default was made
and still continues in the
payment of said note;

NOW THEREFORE, at the
request of the legal holder of
said note and in accordance
with the provisions of said deed
of trust, I, Jack Doss, Trustee,
will sell the property above
described at public vendue, to
the highest bidder for cash, at
the East front door of the
Howell County Courthouse, in
the city of West Plains, Howell
County, Missouri on March 26,
2024, between the hours of 9
o'clock a.m. and 5 o'clock p.m.,
and more particularly at 1:30
p.m. for the purpose of satisfy-
ing said indebtedness and the
costs of executing this trust.

Dated: February 22, 2024.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE

WHEREAS, James Baker
spouse of Rachael Baker and
Rachael Baker spouse of
James Baker, by their deed of
trust dated April 29, 2022, and
recorded on May 2, 2022, in the
office of the recorder of deeds
for Howell County, Missouri,
instrument #2022R2278, con-
veyed to Jack Doss, Trustee,
("Trustee"), the following-
described property situated in
Howell County, Missouri, to-wit:

The Southwest Quarter
(SW1/4) of the Northwest Quar-
ter (NW1/4) of Section Seven-
teen (17), Township Twenty-
four (24), Range Nine (9),
EXCEPT therefrom the West
396 feet of the South Half
(S1/2) of the South (S1/2) of
the Southwest Quarter (SW1/4)
of the Northwest Quarter
(NW1/4) of Section Seventeen
(17), Township Twenty-four
(24), Range Nine (9).

There is also conveyed an
easement for ingress and
egress as set forth in deed
recorded in Cabinet B, Drawer
4 at Page 3156-90 of the
records of Howell County,

Legal Notice Legal NoticeLegal Notice Legal NoticeLegal Notice Legal Notice

PUBLIC NOTICES

Did you know when you place 
an ad in the Regional Classified 
Marketplace your ad will 
automatically be placed on the 
Websites of 4 area newspapers?

1997 FORD F150, 4 wheel drive, 3
door, back seat, $6,100. call
870-736-3292.

Trucks, 4x4's, SUV's

FLATHEAD MERC '49 -'53 Ford, 8
BA Hi-Compr. Heads $95. Yell-
ville area. 317-919-5547

154 Timberlane Rd. MH 
off Highway 5 North
870-710-3544

TIMBERLANE
STORAGE

5x10 & 10X10
Units Available

163755ch

16
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OZARK SPRING EQUIPMENT
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION - Sat.,
3-16, 10am, Ozark, AR Location:
TEMPLE ROAD BY THE I-40
LIVESTOCK AUCTION IN OZARK
ARKANSAS, EXIT 37 OFF I-40. TO
REGISTER EQUIPMENT FOR THE
AUCTION PHONE 479-518-3737
OR 479-970-4567. TERMS: All sale
day announcements take prece-
dent over previous advertising
or announcements. There is a
10% Buyers Premium, Commis-
sion is 10% up to $1,000, then 5%
for amount over $1,000, with a
$20 minimum and $20 buy back
fee PER ITEM. NO TIRES WILL BE
ACCEPTED. DELIVERIES, M-F
WEEK OF THE SALE., CHECK

Parts & ServicesStorage Units
Surrounding Counties

AGING ROOF? NEW Homeown-
er? Storm Damage? You need a
local expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-866-766-6046

Roofing
DONATING YOUR VEHICLE? Get
more! Free Towing. Tax Deducti-
ble. Plus a $200 restaurant
voucher and a 2-night/3-day
hotel stay at one of 50 locations.
Call Heritage for the Blind to
donate your vehicle today -
1-866-587-0119

Shaddox Auction
March 9, 2024

10:00 AM
3843 Cottonwood Rd

Harrison, AR
Directions: In Harrison, turn at
Taco Bell down Cottonwood
Rd. Go 3.4 miles to auction on
left. Signs will be posted.
We look forward to kicking off
auction season with the Curt
and Reba Shaddox Moving
Auction.
Tools, outdoor power, anti-
ques, household furniture, de-
cor, flatbed trailer.
See listing and gallery at
www.auctionzip.com
Auctioneer ID 50035
TERMS: Cash or check. Card
accepted with 4% conven-
ience fee.
SIMS FAMILY AUCTIONS
Hunter Sims
AALB #2496
870-577-4971
Steve Sims AALB #244
Concessions & restroom will
be available.

Automobiles
TRANSPORTATION

Bar FZ Seamless Gutters 
& Property Services

Gutter Installation, 
Repair, Cleaning & Home 

Maintenance Services
Over 30 Years of Experience

Call us Today 870-405-4898 
barfzservices.com 163751ch

Did you know you can sell 
your home in the Regional 
Classified Marketplace for as 
little as $60. Your ad will run 
for 1 month (8 issues) and 
may include a full color photo.

Advertise Your

Garage Sale or
Moving Sale in the

REGIONAL
CLASSIFIED

MARKETPLACE

2 days for

$20.00
4 days for

$28.00
Up to 45 words, 35¢ each

additional word

DEADLINE
Wednesdays Edition:

3PM on Mondays
Saturdays Edition:
3PM on Thursdays

Call or Stop by
your local office Today!!

POWER WASH
Remove Mold, Mildew, Dirt

Free Estimates
David Crawford

870-425-9764
In business since 197816

37
59

ch

Baxter CountyPower Washing
REPLACE YOUR ROOF with the
best looking and longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 styles and multiple
colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer - $500 Discount plus
Additional 10% off install (for
military, health workers and 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 888-809-1119.

YARD SALES

Sell it fast in the Classifieds.
Give us a call today.

AUCTION
Guns, Wood Shop, Tools, Anti-
ques, Sport Cards, Furniture

Saturday March 9th, 2024
10:00 AM

243 Alta Vista Drive
Harrison AR 72601

Visit Auctionzip.com ID 6220
for complete listing and Pic-
tures
Directions: From Harrison
take HWY 62E/65S/412E 6
Miles to Quality Feed in
Bellefonte. GO Left on Alta
Vista Signs Posted.
TERMS: Cash or check with
photo ID. Not responsible for
accidents or lost or stolen
merchandise. All items sold
As-Is.

Graham and Olsen Auction
Service

Brad Olsen AALB #2264
Phone: 870-688-2638
Melissa Graham AALB #1448
Phone: 870-715-9221

Boone County
WEBSITE FOR PICTURES AND
UPDATES! www.readingauction
service.com,, Kent - AR LIC 2086,
Marc- AR LIC 2765,
Bonded & Insured

THE BATHROOM OF your dreams
for as little as $149/ month! BCI
Bath and Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials and
professional installation. Senior
and Military Discounts Availa-
ble. Limited Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home consultation
now and SAVE 15%! Call Today!
866-460-1048.

METAL ROOFS $4995* COM-
PLETELY INSTALLED. SID-
ING/WINDOWS $1000 OFF. We
are opening a local branch and
will be using these homes for
advertising. SAVE HUN-
DREDS.*FOR DETAILS.
800-664-4856 TRIMASTER CON-
STRUCTION.

AFfORDABLE 
STUMP & LAWN

Lawn Care, Mulching, 
Optional Chip Removal

Free Estimates
BRYAN 870-405-3058 

Serving Baxter, Izard, 
Fulton & Stone Counties 16

38
48

ch

HERITAGE ESTATE SALES
554 Lake Oak Drive, Mtn Home

Friday, March 8
Saturday, March 9
Open 9 AM- 2 PM Daily

Sportsman/ Handyman Sale
This 3 Bay shop building is full
of treasures just for MEN!
Power tools include drill
Press, belt sander, Grizzly
dust collector, radial arm saw,
grinder, multiple hand tools,
shop tables, ladders, & tool
chest. Other items are Lawn
mower, pressure washer &
backpack blower. Sports
items include assortment of
knives, guns, fishing rods &
reels, boat anchors, fishing
supplies, camo blind, camping
chairs, electronics, cameras &
attachments, hunting gear &
bags, lanterns, golf clubs & so
much more! Follow us on
Facebook or call 870-421-4218
for more info.
Brenda Allen, Owner

Baxter CountyAUCTIONS & ESTATE
SALES

Remodeling Tree Service Surrounding CountiesRoofing

HARRISON
(870-741-SELL)

JASPER
(870-741-SELL)

MOUNTAIN HOME
(870-508-8000)

WEST PLAINS
(417-256-9191)

The Regional Classified

Place your ad in your hometown newspaper and reach over 
40,000 readers across Southern Missouri and Northern Arkansas.

AD DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY EDITION: 

MONDAY 3pm
SATURDAY EDITION:

THURSDAY 3pm MISSOURI

ARKANSAS
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TUESDAY

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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GROUT JEWEL KITTEN MISFITSaturday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The baby bird was anxious to leave the nest and 

decided to — JUST WING IT

”“
(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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WALTZ SWOON THRIVE GASKETYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The identical twins started a new business and 

were ready to — GET “TWO” WORK

Answer
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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MESSY UNDUE INDOOR BONNETYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The news anchor’s mic recorded her eating 

which resulted in — SOUND BITES

”“

MONDAY

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
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Tell Us What
You Think

Share your thoughts and suggestions 
about the new changes to the Daily Quill. 

Our staff is eager to hear your ideas.
Call us today at 417-256-9131

Or email General Manager Chris Herbolsheimer  
at chrish@wpdailyquill.net

www.westplainsdailyquill.net • 417-256-9191
205 Washington Ave, West Plains, MO 65775

Local News Is Just the Beginning
Subscribe • Support • Advertise

These five wrestlers from Rebel Elite Wrestling, of Peace Valley, have earned spots at the Missouri USA Wrestling 
Youth State Tournament. From left: Matthias Biring, Eli Wortley, Gideon Biring, Cooper Gatewood, and James 
Boykin.

ANALYSIS:

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DeMar DeRozan and Kevin Love 
still have things to say. It’s been six 
years since they went public with 
their own challenges regarding men-
tal health. DeRozan started a conver-
sation with a tweet about depression 
in February 2018. Love followed a few 
weeks later with a first-person essay 
about his anxiety. And it didn’t take 
long for the entire NBA community to 
stand up and take notice. DeRozan and 
Love instantly became the catalysts 
that sparked a shift toward destig-
matizing mental health issues in the 
NBA. It has become a passion for both 
and it’s still raring.

Labor victory for Dartmouth bas-
ketball players only start of path to a 
union deal

A ruling that gives the Dartmouth 

basketball team the right to unionize 
has far-reaching implications for all 
of college sports — from the quaint, 
academically oriented Ivy League to 
the big-money football factories like 
Michigan and Alabama. But it’s not 
time to cut down the nets just yet. Al-
though Monday’s ruling by a National 
Labor Relations Board official put the 
players on the path toward a union, 
they have a long way to go. It could 
be years before they are able to sit 
down with the school and negotiate a 
collective bargaining agreement. Only 
then would the two sides sit down and 
decide what the players are worth. 
And others around collegiate sports 
will be watching.

Acuña expects to be ready for open-
ing day after NL MVP’s knee exam 
turns up no major issues

NORTH PORT, Fla. — National 
League MVP Ronald Acuña Jr. is 
expected to be ready for opening day 
with the Atlanta Braves after a more 
thorough examination of his sore right 
knee found no serious issues. Acuña 
left the Braves’ spring training site 
in Florida to be examined by Dr. Neal 
ElAttrache in Los Angeles on Monday 
night. The team says ElAttrache found 
only irritation in the meniscus of his 
right knee. Acuña will be able to grad-
ually increase his baseball activities 
and is expected to be cleared when 
the Braves open the regular season 
at Philadelphia on March 28.

Denver Broncos inform QB Russell 
Wilson they’ll release him when new 
league year begins

Kevin Love, DeMar DeRozan still have plenty to say about mental health

Rebel Elite Wrestling:

By Quill Staff

This past Saturday, the 
wrestling mats at Ozark, 
Missouri, bore witness to 
an extraordinary display 
of determination, skill, 
and sportsmanship as the 
youth wrestling club from 
Peace Valley, Rebel Elite 
Wrestling, made their mark 
at the Missouri USA Dis-
trict 6 Tournament. The 
event, a battleground for 
young athletes to showcase 
their wrestling prowess, 
became a stage for Rebel 
Elite Wrestling’s athletes 
to shine, proving their met-
tle against the best in the 
district.

A Leap Towards Glory
In a remarkable feat, five 

of Rebel Elite Wrestling’s 
finest have secured their 
spots at the prestigious 
Missouri USA Wrestling 
Youth State Tournament. 
The journey to State is no 
small feat—it requires 
wrestlers to place at least 
third at the District level, 
a testament to the skill and 
determination required to 
advance. Rebel Elite Wres-
tling not only met this re-
quirement but soared past 
it, with two of its members 

clinching the coveted title 
of District Champion.

Champions of the Mat
The tournament was 

a showcase of talent and 
tenacity from Rebel Elite 
Wrestling. Cooper Gate-
wood and Matthias Biring 
emerged as the 1st place 
champions, demonstrating 
unparalleled skill and re-
silience on the mat. Their 
victories were not just wins 
for them individually but a 
source of pride and inspi-
ration for the entire club 
and the Peace Valley com-
munity.

Following closely were 
Eli Wortley and Gideon 
Biring, who battled fierce-
ly to secure 2nd place in 
their respective categories. 
Their performances were a 
testament to the high level 
of training and dedication 
that Rebel Elite Wrestling 
instills in its athletes.

Not to be overlooked, 
James Boykin displayed 
grit and determination to 
clinch 3rd place, ensuring 
his advancement to the 
State Tournament. Jonas 
Biring, though finishing in 
4th place, showcased im-
mense potential and spirit, 
contributing to the club’s 
overall success.

A Force to Reckon With at District Tournament Beyond the Podium
Success in wrestling is 

not always measured by 
the medals or the accolades 
but by personal achieve-
ments and growth. Thadd-
aeus Biring, Miranda 
Howe, and Esaias Biring, 
though not placing, left an 
indelible mark on the tour-
nament with multiple wins 
under their belts. Their 
victories on the mat are 
a clear indicator of Rebel 
Elite Wrestling’s depth of 
talent and the bright future 
that lies ahead for these 
young athletes.

A Club of High Caliber
Among the 21 clubs 

participating, Rebel Elite 
Wrestling stood out not 
just for the number of ath-
letes advancing to the State 
Tournament but for their 
overall performance—
boasting the second-best 
winning percentage with 
an impressive tally of 24 
wins and only 11 losses. 
This remarkable achieve-
ment highlights the club’s 
commitment to excellence 
and the effective coaching 
and support system that 
backs these young wres-
tlers.

Looking Ahead
As Rebel Elite Wres-

tling’s athletes prepare for 

the upcoming challenges 
at the Missouri USA Wres-
tling Youth State Tourna-
ment, they carry with them 
the pride and support of 
their club, families, and the 
Peace Valley community. 
Their journey thus far is a 
beacon of hard work, per-
severance, and the unyield-
ing spirit of competition.

The achievements of 
Rebel Elite Wrestling at the 
District 6 Tournament are 
a reminder of the power 
of youth sports to inspire, 
unite, and celebrate the po-
tential within each young 
athlete. As these wrestlers 
move forward, they do so 
not just as competitors, but 
as young ambassadors of 
the sport, ready to tackle 
the next challenge with the 
same courage and deter-
mination that has brought 
them this far.

To Cooper Gatewood, 
Matthias Biring, Eli Wort-
ley, Gideon Biring, James 
Boykin, and all the athletes 
of Rebel Elite Wrestling, the 
road to State is not just a 
path to potential victory but a 
journey of growth, learning, 
and the pursuit of excellence. 
The Peace Valley communi-
ty watches with pride and 
anticipation as these young 
warriors prepare to take the 
state by storm.

See ANALYSIS, Page B8
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CLUB PACKAGE
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March 6, 1976

By Chris Herbolsheimer

On a day that would forev-
er be etched in the history 
of figure skating, March 6, 
1976, saw the emergence of 
an icon who would captivate 
the world with her grace, 
skill, and unparalleled dedi-
cation to the sport. This was 
the day Dorothy Hamill, a 
young figure skater from 
the United States, clinched 
the gold at the World Figure 
Skating Championships in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, mark-
ing a pivotal moment in her 
illustrious career and in 
the wider world of figure 
skating.

The path to the World 
Championships was a tes-
tament to Hamill’s unwav-
ering commitment and 
tireless work ethic. Born 
in Chicago and raised in 

Greenwich, Connecticut, 
Hamill had shown a pas-
sion for figure skating from 
a young age. Her journey 
through the ranks of com-
petitive skating was marked 
by both triumphs and set-
backs, each shaping her into 
the formidable competitor 
she was by the time she 
arrived in Gothenburg.

Hamill’s training regi-
men leading up to the cham-
pionships was nothing short 
of rigorous. Every jump, 
spin, and routine was prac-
ticed and polished with me-
ticulous attention to detail, 
under the watchful eyes of 
her coaches. Her dedication 
was driven by more than 
just the desire to win; it was 
fueled by a love for the sport 
and an innate desire to push 
the boundaries of what was 
possible on the ice.

Dorothy Hamill wins the World Figure  
Skating Championships

The city of Gothenburg, 
known for its stunning 
architecture and vibrant 
culture, played host to the 
world’s elite figure skaters, 
all vying for glory at the 
World Championships. The 
event was held at the Scan-
dinavium arena, a venue 
that had seen numerous 
sporting legends but was 
now set for one of its most 
memorable moments.

As the competition com-
menced, it was clear that 
Hamill was not just another 
contender. She was a force 
to be reckoned with, her 
performances in the pre-
liminary rounds setting a 
high bar for her compet-
itors. Her short program 
was a display of technical 
precision and artistic ex-
pression, earning her top 
marks and setting the stage 
for a dramatic finale.

The free skate was where 
Hamill truly shone. Skating 
to a selection of music that 
highlighted her dynamic 
range and emotional depth, 
she delivered a perfor-
mance that was both breath-

taking and groundbreaking. 
Her technical prowess was 
on full display, with each 
jump and spin executed 
with flawless precision. But 
what truly set her apart was 
her ability to tell a story on 
the ice, drawing the audi-
ence into her world with 
every movement.

Among the highlights of 
her routine was the “Hamill 
camel,” a spin that would 
become her signature 
move and a staple in figure 
skating. Her innovative ap-
proach to the sport, coupled 
with her sheer athleticism 
and artistry, made her per-
formance unforgettable.

When the scores were 
announced, there was no 
doubt about the outcome. 
Hamill had won the gold, 
and she had done so with a 
performance that would be 
remembered as one of the 
greatest in figure skating 
history.

Dorothy Hamill’s victory 
in Gothenburg was more 
than just a personal tri-
umph; it was a watershed 
moment for American fig-

ure skating. Her win sig-
naled the arrival of the Unit-
ed States as a powerhouse in 
the sport, inspiring count-
less young skaters to pursue 
their dreams with the same 
passion and dedication that 
Hamill embodied.

In the weeks and months 
that followed, Hamill’s fame 
would reach new heights, 
culminating in her gold 
medal win at the 1976 Win-
ter Olympics in Innsbruck. 
But her legacy was not 
merely in her medals and 
titles; it was in the way she 
transformed figure skating, 
infusing it with a new level 
of artistry and athleticism.

Hamill became a beloved 
figure, known not just for 
her achievements on the ice 
but for her grace, humility, 
and the joy she brought to 
the sport. Her influence ex-
tended beyond the rink, as 
she became a role model for 
young athletes everywhere, 
showing what was possible 
with hard work and deter-
mination.

Looking back on that his-
toric day in Gothenburg, 

it’s clear that Dorothy Ha-
mill’s victory was a de-
fining moment in sports 
history. Her performance 
not only secured her place 
in the pantheon of figure 
skating greats but also re-
defined what was possible 
in the sport. Hamill’s leg-
acy is a reminder of the 
power of perseverance, 
the beauty of artistic ex-
pression, and the enduring 
impact of achieving one’s 
dreams against the odds.

March 6, 1976, will for-
ever be remembered as the 
day Dorothy Hamill skat-
ed into the hearts of mil-
lions and forever changed 
the world of figure skat-
ing. Her journey from a 
young girl with a dream 
to a world champion is a 
testament to the indomi-
table spirit of an athlete 
who refused to be anything 
less than her best. Hamill’s 
triumph in Gothenburg is 
a beacon of inspiration, 
illuminating the path for 
future generations of skat-
ers and sports enthusiasts 
around the globe.

Lady Zizzers: A Season to Remember
By Chris Herbolsheimer

As the echoes of bounc-
ing basketballs fade and 
the cheers simmer down 
to a warm murmur, the 
West Plains High School 
Lady Zizzers basketball 
team closed the chapter 
on a season that was noth-
ing short of a rollercoast-
er ride—thrilling highs, 
heart-wrenching lows, and 
all the adrenaline-pump-
ing moments in between. 
Last Friday night, under 
the glaring lights of the dis-
trict semifinals stage, our 
beloved Lady Zizzers faced 
off against the formidable 
Branson Pirates in a game 
that had every spectator on 
the edge of their seats. The 
final whistle blew at a score 
of 61-52, not in favor of our 
hometown heroes, marking 
not just the end of a spec-
tacular season but also the 
conclusion of a legendary 
streak of four consecutive 
district championships and 
three back-to-back trips to 

the state’s final four.

The Game That Had It All
Picture this: the gym is 

packed, the air is electric, 
and the anticipation is as 
thick as the humidity on a 
hot July day in Missouri. 
The Lady Zizzers, with de-
termination in their eyes 
and the weight of history 
on their shoulders, took to 
the court ready to leave it 
all out there. And boy, did 
they deliver!

Olivia Lawson, the dyna-
mo of the team, was a force 
to be reckoned with, netting 
an awe-inspiring 31 points. 
Every dribble, every shot, 
every play she made was 
like poetry in motion—a 
testament to her dedication 
and skill. Allyssa Joyner, 
despite being the focus of 
a relentless double-team 
defense strategy, managed 
to score 8 crucial points, 
proving that pressure can 
indeed turn coal into dia-
monds.

Zoe Shrubb and Zoe 

Scharnhorst, with 6 and 5 
points respectively, weaved 
through the Pirates’ defense 
with grace and agility, remi-
niscent of seasoned dancers 
on a stage. Lucy Hafer, al-
though contributing 2 points, 
showed that in basketball, ev-
ery point counts, and it’s the 
effort that etches your name 
in the hearts of the fans.

Coach Womack’s Band of 
Warriors

Behind every great team 
is a coach who sees poten-
tial where others see limits. 
Scott Womack, the architect 
of this resilient squad, has 
not just coached but nur-
tured these young athletes 
into the formidable force 
they are on the court. His 
pride in their season’s jour-
ney is palpable, a clear re-
flection of the blood, sweat, 
and tears that have gone into 
making this team what it is.

Coach Womack’s philoso-
phy has always been about 
more than just wins and 
losses. It’s about building 

character, fostering team-
work, and instilling a never-
say-die attitude in his play-
ers. This season, his Lady 
Zizzers embodied every 
one of those values, fight-
ing tooth and nail every step 
of the way, making him, 
and indeed the entire town 
of West Plains, incredibly 
proud.

More Than Just a Game
For the Lady Zizzers, bas-

ketball is more than just 
a sport; it’s a journey of 
growth, a series of lessons in 
resilience, and a collective 
pursuit of excellence. This 
season, they’ve shown us 
what it means to strive for 
greatness, to face adversity 
with courage, and to stand 
tall in the face of defeat.

Their journey through 
the season has been a bea-
con of inspiration for aspir-
ing athletes all around. It’s 
a reminder that success is 
not just about the trophies 
or the accolades but about 
the spirit with which you 

play the game. The Lady 
Zizzers have played every 
game with their hearts on 
their sleeves, earning them 
not just points on the score-
board but a special place in 
the hearts of their fans.

A Community United in 
Support

The end of this season 
marks the end of an era 
but also the beginning of a 
new chapter. The legacy of 
this team, their grit, their 
determination, and their 
unwavering spirit, will be 
the foundation on which fu-
ture teams will build. As the 
community of West Plains 
rallies around these incred-
ible young women, it’s clear 
that while the season may 
be over, the spirit of the 
Lady Zizzers will live on.

The outpouring of sup-
port from the town, the 
standing ovations, the so-
cial media shoutouts, and 
the pride in every fan’s 
eyes are a testament to the 
impact this team has had. 

They’ve reminded us that in 
the grand scheme of things, 
it’s not just about winning 
or losing; it’s about how you 
play the game.

Looking Ahead with Hope
As we bid farewell to this 

season, we do so with a mix 
of sadness and anticipation. 
Sadness, for the end of a 
journey, but anticipation 
for the promise of what’s 
to come. The Lady Zizzers 
may have closed the book 
on this season, but the sto-
ry of their resilience, their 
courage, and their heart is 
far from over.

To the Lady Zizzers, Coach 
Womack, and everyone who’s 
been a part of this incredible 
journey—thank you. Thank 
you for the memories, the 
excitement, and the sheer joy 
of watching you play. Here’s 
to the end of a remarkable 
season and the dawn of a 
new era of Lady Zizzers bas-
ketball. Here’s to playing the 
game, one heart-pounding 
moment at a time.

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. 
— The Denver Broncos on 
Monday told Russell Wilson 
they’re going to release him 
next week, just 18 months 
after signing the quarterback 
to a five-year, $242 million 
contract extension. Wilson 
went 11-19 in Denver. He 
had an awful first season un-
der Nathaniel Hackett, but 
bounced back last season un-
der Sean Payton. However, 
Payton benched Wilson for 
the final two games of the 
season. Wilson is 35 years old 
and is entering his 13th NFL 
season in 2024.

Eagles center Jason Kelce 
retires after 13 NFL seasons 
and 1 Super Bowl ring

PHILADELPHIA — Jason 
Kelce has retired after 13 
seasons with the Philadelphia 
Eagles. Kelce officially called 
it quits Monday at the Ea-
gles’ NovaCare Complex. The 
36-year-old ended a career in 

which he became not only one 
of the great centers of his era 
who played a key role in the 
franchise’s lone Super Bowl 
championship but a beloved 
Philly personality and popu-
lar podcast host. Kelce was a 
sixth-round pick in the 2011 
draft. He ended his career by 
making 156 straight starts, 
and he earned six All-Pro 
Team selections. He said it 
was always a goal to play 
his whole career in one city. 
He played 193 regular-season 
games for the Eagles.

Decisions made by Caleb 
Williams, Marvin Harrison 
Jr. could impact future NFL 
combines

INDIANAPOLIS — The 
NFL’s annual scouting com-
bine has evolved from hidden 
gem into the league’s sec-
ond-biggest offseason event 
over the past three decades 
because of new twists. This 
year it was the opt-outs. 

All-American receiver Mar-
vin Harrison Jr. chose not to 
speak to reporters. Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterback 
Caleb Williams decided to 
skip the medical exams. Will 
the decisions of two players 
who do not have agents be-
gin a trend? That may not 
be clear till next year when 
the combine returns to Indi-
anapolis.

Clippers’ Westbrook under-
goes surgery on fractured 
hand and is listed as week 
to week

MILWAUKEE — Los An-
geles Clippers guard Russell 
Westbrook has undergone 
surgery on his fractured left 
hand. The Clippers describe 
his status as week to week. 
Westbrook broke his hand 
Friday in the Clippers’ 140-
115 victory over the Wash-
ington Wizards. The 2016-17 
MVP and nine-time all-NBA 
performer appeared to suf-

fer the injury while trying 
to poke the ball away from 
Washington’s Jordan Poole. 
The 35-year-old Westbrook 
had played in every game 
for the Clippers this season 
before breaking his hand.

Golden Knights, Ava-
lanche and Rangers headline 
teams to watch at the NHL 
trade deadline

There is no clear-cut 
Stanley Cup front-runner 
in the NHL this season. 
That means plenty of the 
top contenders with an eye 
on that prize are looking to 
add before the league’s trade 
deadline Friday. The defend-
ing champion Vegas Golden 
Knights are chief among 
them and now have cap 
space after putting captain 
Mark Stone on long-term 
injured reserve. Western 
Conference rivals Colorado, 
Edmonton and Dallas are 
also in the mix. And there 

are a few expected buyers 
in the East from Toronto, 
Detroit and Boston to the 
New York Rangers.

New Jersey Devils fire 
coach Lindy Ruff, name Tra-
vis Green interim replace-
ment

The New Jersey Devils 
have fired coach Lindy Ruff 
and named assistant Tra-
vis Green as the interim 
replacement for the rest of 
the season. General manag-
er Tom Fitzgerald made the 
surprising move with just 
over 20 games left to play. 
The Devils have lost five of 
seven to fall further out of 
playoff contention. Ruff was 
in his fourth season with the 
club. The Devils reached the 
second round of the playoffs 
last year. Green was in his 
first year with the team as 
an associate coach on Ruff’s 
staff. He spent parts of five 
seasons as head coach of the 

Vancouver Canucks.
Police say former NFL 

player Braylon Edwards is a 
hero for saving a man during 
YMCA assault

DETROIT — Police are 
praising former NFL player 
Braylon Edwards for stop-
ping an attack on an 80-year-
old man at a YMCA in subur-
ban Detroit. Edwards says 
he was just minding his 
own business Friday when 
he heard a dispute about 
loud music at the recreation 
center in Farmington Hills. 
He says he heard a “thud,” 
turned around and saw a 
man being attacked in the 
locker room. That’s when he 
stepped in. Farmington Hills 
Police Chief Jeff King says 
Edwards “absolutely saved 
that man’s life.” The alleged 
attacker has been charged. 
Edwards spent eight seasons 
in the NFL, mostly for Cleve-
land and the New York Jets.
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