Plated or family-style? Buffet or self-serve
stations? Learn the pros and cons of each

option. PAGE 6 =

NVenues

Anne Arundel County offers a variety of

~* waterfront and rustic sites.
wfefrontand st stex PAGE 10
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Choosing The Right VWWedding Cake

Cakes And Confections Owner Discusses Trends

Photo courtesy of
Carly Fuller Photography

By Megan Ruge

he wedding landscape

I is constantly changing,
and wedding cakes

are following their lead. New

cake trends come yearly, and
this year is no exception.

Rustic cakes are on the
rise. Michael Brown, owner
of Cakes and Confections
Bakery Café in Severna
Park, said that cakes with a
rustic appeal, often includ-
ing horizontal lines and
ridges or wavy patterns, are
in high demand. Textured
cakes are also in this year;
bakers use a spatula to cre-
ate a texture that looks like
a stucco wall, Brown said.
Cupcakes are also popular
because they can be cus-
tomized and shared easily
with guests.

At Cakes and Confec-
tions, Brown works with
brides to help them achieve
their wedding cake vision. If
a bride doesn’'t know what

i ,_
Photo courtesy of Christa

Rae Photography

she wants, Brown looks at
other visuals they have to
help spur ideas. He starts
by asking if the bride-to-

be has gone online and
looked at pictures. He then
looks at the elements of the
wedding — this includes
the decorations, the colors
and the bride’s dress. Brown
said he can get several ideas
for cake design based on
elements of the dress.

When clients come into
Cakes and Confections,
they engage in a 30-minute
to one-hour consultation.
During the consultation, the
client is given many options
from tier cakes to cupcakes
and everything in between.
She could want a series of
small cakes, dessert trays, or
something even more elab-
orate. Brown also talks about
how delivery works and
about pricing for different
cake options.

When it comes to Brown’s
favorites, he is traditional.
“To me, the ideal cake feeds
100 people and stands four
tiers high,” Brown said.

He enjoys simple designs
and swirls, and flavor com-
binations of raspberry and
lemon, raspberry and white
chocolate, and almond. It
is important to choose a
flavor that will please the
most people.

If there’s one thing Brown
hopes brides pay attention
to, it’s the taste of the cake.
“The taste of the cake is
equally as important as
the look, if not more so,”

Brown said. |l



$49.00

Introductory Offer!

2 Private Lessons,
2 Group Lessons
and 2 Parties

New students only.
Cannot be comined with any other promotion.

Dance Centers

FOR YOUR | 2 Arthupfff Murray

HIRSIERDANEE Armold

1517 Ritchie Hwy, #101, Arnold, MD 21012

AND A LIFETIME OF Crofton

1119 Md Rte, 3 N, Gambrills, MD 21054

ROMANCE

www.arthurmurraymaryland.com

i’w
2 Podickory,Boint}
Yacht{&|Beach Club

private yacht and beach club located

just two miles northwest of the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge; nestled between
the Bay Bridge and the Magothy River.

Celebrate your wedding day in
a lovely waterfront setting, with
unparalleled views of the Bay.

For information on booking =
your special day, call ;

410-757-8000

joe.podpoint@gmail.com

2116 Bay Front Terrace, Annapolis, MD 21409 | www. podzckm ‘ypoint.com



Complementary Cake
Tasting & Bridal Expo
The Reserve at Two Rivers
4105 Mountain Rd.
Pasadena, MD 21122
Tuesday, March 3rd 7-9pm

RSVP: events@TwoRiversSteak.com

AT TWO RIVERS

FULL SERVICE BAR
AMPLE FREE PARKING
CONVENIENT LOCATION

WEDDING | SHOWER
REHEARSAL DINNER

enus for Every Occasion featuring Certified Angus Beef®, the Freshest Seafood, and ed Goods

Contact Danielle Stracke to schedule your free consultati
Danielle Stracke, Event Coordinator 410.360.3535
events@TwoRiversSteak.com | www.TwoRiversSteak.com
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Catering Options Galore

2

Plated, Sit-Down Dinner

W’ith this traditional option,
\ guests are seated and served
a formal dinner at the same
time, allowing everyone to
pay attention to wedding
toasts and speeches. Most
plated dinners have three
courses: an appetizer, entree
and dessert. By having a head
count, your caterer can deter-
mine how much food is need-
ed. One downside to plated
dinners is that guests have
fewer options when compared
to other meal styles.

Family-Style

This style allows guests
to sample platters and eat
multiple helpings. Guests
are assigned to tables and
waiters bring them food.
This may be a pricier option
than some of the others
because the kitchen will
need ample food to ensure
nothing runs out.

Buffet

You can allow your fam-
ily and friends to pick their
favorite foods, which is
especially helpful for people
who have allergies or dietary
restrictions. Make sure there
is ample space in the venue,
though, to avoid long lines.
This can be a cost-effec-
tive choice because fewer
staff members are needed
to serve food. However,
the bill could rise if people
go back for second and
third helpings.

Photo courtesy of
Alexandra Kent Photography

Continued on page 18




Tuxedos feature these designers:

Allure Men by Jean Wyss | Michael Kors
Ike Evening by Ike Behar | Ralph Lauren
Savvi- black label and evening collections
Chaps- Ralph Lauren | Jean Yves

Red Sleeve | Erik Lawrence Classics

Free Tuxedo

for the Groom for every 5 rented!

Spring Hours Houck’s Menswear
Monday: 1 pm to 6 pm, 1382 Cape St Claire Rd, Annapolis, MD 21409

Tuesday to Saturday: 10 am to 6 pm
- Y uraay P (410) 757— 5 500 “f www.facebook.com/Houcks-Menswear-307142346007108/
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ey Z Catering By Uptown ¥} éﬁ% <
= Q\P ; _

N | 5 | % Full Service Catering | Planning | Venues i % e

© ’ . . A5 ﬂ
. Everything you need. Customized packages.

g www.cateringbyuptown.com | 301-572-7744 |info@cateringbyuptown.com |(0) @cateringbyuptown1



Ll
CATERING

Full Service Catermg
Wedding Receptions | Corporate Events | Graduation Parties
Holiday Events | Retirement Parties

Free event planning services for all weddings when using our
wedding catering services.

Investing is about more than money.

At Edward Jones, we stop to ask you the question: What's 3513 x 3 H
important to you? Without that insight and a real understanding Delicious Food. Exceptional Service. Superior Value.

of your goals, investing holds little meaning.

Our Wedding Catering Services features chef-prepared

Contact your Edward Jones financial advisor for a one-on-one appointment
to discuss what's really important: your goals. gourmet food made with only the highest quality ingredients
www.eawarajones.com presented in grand style. With total respect for budget,
Brian M Conkd, CFRD: Vet 5P Tasty Creations the perfect caterer for your wedding.

Financial Advisor

479 Jumpers Hole Rd Suite 202 ®
i Edwal'd.lones 8010 Hog Neck Road, Suite 103, Pasadena MD 21122

Severna Park, MD 21146

410:544-8970

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
(410)702-7640 | www.tastycreations.biz | chef@tastycreations.biz

COLUMBIAN CENTER

Banquet & Event Hall, Wedding Receptions, Bingo Fundraisers

Elegant Events, at an affordalle piice!

WEDDINGS & RECEPTIONS

Birthdays, Family Reunions, Anniversaries or ANY Special Occasion '
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Affordable And Memorable Wedding Favors

By Haley Weisgerber

inding the perfect

wedding favor can be

stressful. You want to
show your guests how much
you appreciate them without
breaking the bank or giving
them something they won't
use. Check out these afford-
able and memorable wedding
favor ideas to help you make
your decision.

Garden Seeds. As the
bride and groom’s new life
together blooms, so will this
wedding favor. Seeds or seed
paper are a sustainable option
that will remind your guests of
your special day as they watch
the flower grow.

OICE MEDIA INC.

Blankets. You can never
have enough blankets. While
you can have your blankets
embroidered and customized,
you can save money and
include a paper message with
each blanket.

Mini Alcohol Bottles.
Keep the party going after
the reception. Add custom
tags or labels to make it more
personalized. Small juices or
even coffee can be handed
out to guests under 21. Check
with your venue before you
bring in outside food or drink.
There may be fines within
your contract.

Mints or Candy. Satisfy
your guests’ sweet tooth with
bags of candy or mints. You

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY BRIDAL GUIDE

can buy the candy and gift
bags at any grocery store.

Baked Goods. Are you a
baker? Homemade cookies
or candies may not be the
easiest favor option, but they
will be memorable and cheap.
Again, check with your venue
before you bring in outside
food or drink.

Glasses or Mugs. Whether
it's a shot glass, a drinking glass
or a coffee mug, everyone
uses glasses. Personalize the
gift by having your name and
date etched onto the glass.

Koozies. Customized
koozies will keep your guests’
drinks cool and remind them
of your special day every time
they use them. Personalize

them to match your wedding
colors and include a message
to your guests.

Lottery Scratch-Off.
While they may not be a tradi-
tional favor, lottery scratch-offs
can be purchased for as little
as $1, and your guests have the
opportunity to win more.

Bottle Opener. Customize
keychain bottle openers with
your names and wedding date.
Your guests will remember
your wedding every time they
open a bottle.

Charity Donation. In lieu
of a traditional gift, donate
money. Leave a notecard at
each place setting or make
an announcement at the
reception.



ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY BRIDAL GUIDE THE VOICE MEDIA INC.

W d d o V I By Laura McElwain Colquhoun
e In g enues in ouples tying the knot right here in Anne Arundel County
have no shortage of venues from which to choose for

An ne Aru N d el Co u nty their ceremonies and receptions, ranging from stunning
\\v -a,«/

waterfront locations to charming historic buildings to pastoral
settings. Packages that come with venues are just as varied,
including all-inclusive or do-it-yourself, or a hybrid of the two.

Kurtz's Beach in Pasadena is a popular venue, hosting around
100 weddings each year. Located on the shores of the Ches-
apeake Bay, Kurtz's Beach features both indoor and outdoor
settings, and its inclusive wedding packages include catering,
setup and an onsite coordinator.

Ashley Mason, event planner at Kurtz’s Beach, offered the
following advice for couples choosing a location. “Be honest
and open with a venue about your vision of the event,” she said.
“Not all venues can accommodate certain visions and make
them happen.”

Lastly, she recommends couples request a detailed proposal
from venues.

“Have a very clear list of what’s included and what is not so no
one is surprised,” she said.

Environmentally conscious couples can combine their love
for the environment with an idyllic beachfront wedding on the
Chesapeake Bay. The charity Chesapeake Bay Foundation
(CBF) offers space for weddings and receptions at its Phillip
Merrill Environmental Center in Annapolis as well as on its
secluded beach, and all profits from events benefit CBF. Jac-
qui Sands, manager of office operations at CBF, describes the
space as a blank slate venue” as couples have great leeway
in designing their weddings and receptions. Because there
are few restrictions, couples can bring in their own caterer,
decorations, chairs, tables and linens, or they can choose to
rent amenities from CBF.

Owing to its part in colonial American history, Anne Arun-
del County is home to a multitude of historic buildings, many
of which have been beautifully preserved and are available
to rent space for weddings and receptions. They include the
William Paca House and Garden and the Hammond-Harwood
House in Annapolis and Historic London Town and Gardens in
Edgewater.

Southern Anne Arundel County boasts a popular rural
venue, Harwood Hills Farm. Clients bring everything, including
caterers, tables, chairs and restrooms. Couples can choose the
rustic barn on the property, an open-air field, or a tent for their
ceremony and/or reception. According to employees of the
family-owned farm, one advantage of the countryside setting
is that decorating can be kept to a minimum, and the barn is
aesthetically pleasing on its own. Wedding coordinators are
recommended for this type of location to help quide guests
around the property.

Whichever type of setting or backdrop couples desire for
their wedding and reception, Anne Arundel County of-

- L e fers many attractive and
Photo courtesy of Carly Fuller Photography sought-after venues. Continued on page 16
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BESIT

LIMOUSINES
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No one does “l Do’ Like We Do

We can take your design from, design to finger, in two weeks or less. Whether you
are wanting a matching band to fit your engagement ring or a total custom set.
Bring us your design or let us design the perfect piece for you so our Master
Craftsmen can take it from there! Rings, pendants whatever your desire.

All work is done in house and your stones never leave our store.

A i .‘: & s We also carry fine jewelry from° e an o e

HEARTS ON FIRE
P s ﬂ(]ledl TRITON OTRUE ROMANCE
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OVER 50 YEARS OF BRILLIANCE
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I< ERY to your sweetheart!
Always Fresh, Never Frozen =
Call today to schedule your A o
N complimentary consultation \
541-C Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. <
Severna Park, MD 21146 ' ! |
(410)431-5005 \ ”-'"
information@kirstenscakery.com | ip " o
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BEE%%%‘EEBC?I‘BI(S)I\?? m G& With seating for up to 250 guests, our fully catered facility

includes ever thln to make our wedding truly special.
On Site | Delivery | Pickup 4 5 g % gtruy sp

Your One Stop Shop for all Your Wedding Needs!

¥) WEDDINGWIRE
COUPLES’ CHOICE

AWARDS"

2020

the knot;

BEST OF

WEDDINGS
* - Serving Maryland Couples for Over 30 Years

Making Brides Happy for LINURCI AN/ W - 9x Wedding Wire Couple’s Choice Award Winner
Over 30 Years - Rated Best of Wedding Caterers on The Knot

8015 Fort Smallwood Rd. Baltimore, MD | beefalobobs.com | 410-360-3500 * Locally Owned & Operated
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Welcoming Your Out-Of-Town Guests

By Haley Weisgerber

t is important that you

are surrounded by

friends and family on
your special day, especially
those who don't live close
by. Making accommoda-
tions for your out-of-town
guests may not be easy,
but it’s worth the effort to
put them at ease. Check
out these tips to make
your out-of-town guests
feel at home.

o =y

Help family and friends by
booking hotel rooms and by
compiling a list of local
rental car places.

While you do not have
to pay for guest accommo-
dations, it is recommended
that you book hotel rooms
for your guests. Hotel
room blocks allow you to
book 10 or more rooms at
a lower rate. These blocks
will not only keep your out-
of-town guests together
and close to the venue but
will also guarantee rooms.
Consider blocking rooms
in two hotels to give your
guests options.

Welcome bags are a great
way to show your guests
that you appreciate them.
If your guests are traveling
from another state, include

s

Photo courtesy of Christa Rae Photography

-

Guests can have fun on wedding day by dancing and playing games, but before that, make them
feel welcome by helping them plan their trip.

a container of Old Bay or a
crab mallet. Other popular
fillers are water and snacks,
which will keep your guests
from partaking in the pricey
hotel room treats. Take
your venue and season

into consideration as well.

If you are getting married
outside in the summer, pack
sunscreen for your guests.
If you are getting married
in the winter, you may

want to include gloves or

hand warmers.

Depending on how early
they arrive, many out-of-
town guests may have a lot
of free time leading up to
the wedding day. Provide
a list of local restaurants or
things to do, helping your
guests fill that time. While
Uber and Lyft are conve-
nient, those options may
not work for every guest.

Consider putting together a
list of local rental car places,

bus times or cab compa-
nies. The Greater Severna
Park and Arnold Chamber
of Commerce and Pasade-
na Business Association are
great resources for encour-
aging guests to shop local
during their visit.

The schedule leading
up to the wedding can
be tight, but you should
take the time to meet with
your out-of-town guests
before the reception. Do
not feel pressured to meet
with each guest individu-
ally, especially if you have
many coming in. Planning
a group lunch or dinner
will allow you to meet with
everyone at one time. You
can also invite your out-
of-town guests to your
rehearsal dinner if the bud-
get allows. This will give
them a chance to mingle
with other guests and give
you the opportunity to
catch up with them.
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Holdingyour wedding

at the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation is like having a
destination wedding without

the travel expense and time!

Located in close proximity .
to both D.C. and Baltimore, W
our venue is surrounded by ‘.
acres of natural beauty and

a private beach on the shores
of the Chesapeake Bay. All
weddings held here provide a
unique experience since you
are able to customize and
decorate as you wish, making
no two weddings alike!

Weddingguests will be
—— 5 o o awed by the beauty of
i‘i‘p\ R ‘ 1 - - ‘ our natural surround.mgs
as well as by our Platinum
LEED Certified green
building. It’s also an added
bonus to know that your
rental fee is helping CBF
achieve our mission of
saving the largest estuary

in the United States,
the Chesapeake Bay.

T

i

CHESAPEAKE BAY
FOUNDATION

Saving a National Treasure  §
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Hair And Makeup Tips

Skin Care

Experts recommend imple-
menting a skin care routine
at least six weeks before
the wedding.

Contrast

When it comes to makeup,
contrast is your friend. If a
bride wants a bold lip, she
should keep the eyes lighter
and vice versa.

Eyelashes

Using eyelash extensions
instead of false eyelashes can
lead to a full, natural look.

If It's Not Broke...

Soft waves and nude
makeup has been the trend
for the last few years and
experts expect that to con-
tinue. When in doubt, keep
makeup natural and subtle.

Tanning

A spray tan might help
you glow on your wedding
day, but make sure not to
overdo it. Schedule a trial in
advance to find the per-
fect color.

A Good Hair Day

The same goes for hair.
Get a trial so you have
the chance to try differ-
ent styles. This will allow
you to choose a style that
makes you feel comfort-
able and confident on your
big day.

b y

Photo courtesy of Photo courtesy of Alexandra
Carly Fuller Photography Kent Photography

Photo courtesy of
Joy Michelle Photography
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Simple Or Fancy: Catering Options Galore Continued from page &

Photo courtesy of Carly Fuller Photography Photo courtesy of Carly Fuller Photography
Self-Serve Food Stations from mac and cheese to slid- Cocktail-Style You can save some money
ers. They also allow people to with this option although
Self-serve stations share roam more instead of moving Invite your family and some people will inevitably be
some benefits with buffets, through a line, which cuts friends to munch on bite-sized  disappointed that they did not
giving attendees a choice down on wait times. appetizers and hors doeuvres  get a full meal. |l
between a variety of options, while mingling with others.

CAKES & CONFECTIONS
BAKERY CAFE

342 RITCHIE HIGHWAY
SEVERNA PARK, MD

CUSTOM DESIGNED CAKES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Call us to schedule a private
wedding cake tasting.

(410) 757-7100

www.cakesandconfections.com

Check out our
Valentine Day Specials:

Chocolate Dipped Strawberries,
Chocolate covered Cheesecake Hearts
Heart Shaped Cakes and more!!




KURTZ’S BEACH

Family Owned and Operated since 1933

I@RTZS 2070 Kurtz Avenue
i | BEACH Pasadena, Maryland 21122

LTD.

WINE ON THE WATER
October 17-18, 2020

www.wineonthewaterfest.com

MADE IN MARYLAND FESTIVAL
May 3, 2020

www.madeinmarylandfest.com

Join us for our festivals -
open to the public!
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; " Locally owreq&operated Since 1915 BAKERY

WE

Beautiful, delicious wedding cakes at reasonable prices.

Baked by award-winning bakers, our cakes have been enjoyed by local couples for over 45 years.
We offer a wide selection of gorgeous floral bouquets, ceremony flowers, and centerpieces,
all created by our in-house designer. Coordinate your cake and flowers by adding a fresh floral
top to your cake. Traditional or custom designs.

Jhe Borfect Wateh.

CAKES & FLOWERS AT GREEN VALLEY

8095 Edwin Raynor Blvd. « Pasadena, MD 21122 « 410.255.0070 | 1238 Bay Dale Dr. « Arnold, MD 21012 « 410.757.0505
greenvalleymarketplace.com



