
By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

Now that Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools (AACPS) has had 
the summer to prepare for a virtual 

learning scenario, school officials are 
implementing a plan that includes more 
real-time learning and graded work, along 

with daily attendance.
When kids were sent home during the 

spring semester due to the coronavirus, 
AACPS was left to scramble. In place of 
real-time instruction, students were often 
given access to recorded lessons.

“We certainly learned from our families, 
from our teachers and from our parents, 
that students need to see their teachers,” 
said AACPS Superintendent Dr. George 
Arlotto during a virtual Board of Educa-
tion meeting on July 22. “And teachers 
want to see their students. And so, while 
the recorded asynchronous lessons aided 
parents and others, and certainly those 
teachers with their own young families at 
home … we know what was lacking, and 
that was the real-time instruction.”

Teaching and learning will account for 
four days of the school week (Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday), with the 
fifth day (Wednesday) used for real-time 

learning support for either individuals or 
small groups.

Elementary schedules will include circle 
time for social development, and real-time 
learning for three to four hours. Middle 
and high school schedules will include A/B 
days, with three to four hours of real-time 
learning per day, and the option of virtual 
tutoring in the evenings.

AACPS is examining ways to offer 
in-person instruction for special educa-
tion students, ESOL (English as a second 
language) students, and for CAT North 
and CAT South, which provide career and 
technology education classes.

To make virtual learning possible, stu-
dents will use Google Classroom, Google 
Meet and Google Voice this fall, as they did 
in the spring. Teachers have undergone 
additional professional development to 
better understand the programs.
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What Will Fall Virtual Learning Look Like?

Altomare Leaves 
Big Void As  
Police Chief

By Zach Sparks 
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

When Tim Altomare took over as 
Anne Arundel County police 
chief in 2014 following the 

resignation of Kevin Davis, he inher-
ited what County Executive Steuart 
Pittman called “a divided and damaged 
department.”

To his new role, Altomare brought his 
experience as a commander who had re-
duced crime in the Southern District and 
street robberies in the Northern District.

William Lowry Steps 
In As Interim Chief

Public School System 
Plans Improved Model

»» Continued on page 11

»» Continued on page 10
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By Haley Weisgerber

T he Magothy Riv-
er has served the 
community for 

generations. Throughout 
the years, the river’s water 
quality has worsened, and 
many people are working 
to restore the river to its 
former glory.

One of those people 
is Severna Park resident 
and filmmaker Charles 
Germain, who volun-
teers with the Magothy 
River Association (MRA) 
to educate the communi-
ty about the rich history 
of the Magothy River.

Germain was born in France and 
moved to the United States after re-
tiring in 2013 to attend Boston Uni-
versity. Currently, he makes films 
for Native American tribes. In 2017, 
he released a film called Northern 
Arapaho Suicide Prevention Project 
about the Arapaho Tribe in Wyo-
ming, and he is working on a film 
with the Nottoway Tribe in Virginia.

Germain lives on Cattail Creek 
and frequently sails on the Magothy 
River and the Chesapeake Bay.

Because he lived on the water, 
Germain wanted to be more in-
volved in the community surround-
ing the waterways. That is how 
he started volunteering with the 
MRA in 2014.

“I contacted Paul Spadaro, the 
president, and I did a film with 
them right away for the oyster pro-
gram,” Germain said. “At that time, 
they were growing oysters to clean 
the river.”

He has produced everything from 
call-to-action videos to reenact-
ments, but his favorite project with 
the MRA is the Living History Proj-
ect, which is a series of documenta-
ries about historical facts and sites 
surrounding the Magothy River.

“We came to the conclusion that 
people should know that the river 
was clean at one point, so we inter-
viewed people who were here in the 
1940s and 1950s,” said Germain

Germain has worked on Living 
History videos for many local his-
torical sites such as Goshen Farm 
and the Stone House.

“In a film we did four years ago 
called Beach House on the Mag-
othy River, there was a woman who 
had had an old house on the Mag-
othy River in the early 1950s,” said 
Germain. “She said they would live 
off of the river for three months. 
They would be crabbing, oystering, 
fishing and living very well out of 
the river.”

The goal of the Living History 
Project is to show people the impact 
that overdevelopment and runoff 
have had on the Magothy River over 
time. Each educational video calls 
the community to action.

“You have to show the people that 
the land was rich,” said Germain. 
“The water was clean. It’s still a 
nice place to live, but we don’t have 
the quality of water that the people 
used to have.”

Germain hopes that his work with 
the MRA encourages Severna Park 
residents to make the conscious de-
cision to take better care of the en-
vironment and limit behavior that 
has a negative impact on the river.

Germain’s films are featured on 
the Magothy River Association 
Facebook page and on the Charles 
Germain YouTube channel.

Margueritte Mills

Volunteer
Of The Month

Filmmaker Captures The  
History Of Magothy River

The Magothy River Association is 
looking for old 8-millimeter home 
films of the river for future proj-
ects. To donate or learn more about 
the MRA, contact Paul Spadaro at 
president@magothyriver.org.

 Police Department 
Wins International 

Award
By Haley Weisgerber

O n July 13, then Anne Arundel 
County Police Chief Tim Altomare 
called the Anne Arundel County 

Police Department’s Crisis Intervention 
Team (CIT) to join him for a community 
policing announcement. They did not 
know that Altomare was announcing that 
they had won the International Crisis 
Intervention Team of the Year award.

The CIT in Anne Arundel County is 
part of the larger Crisis Intervention 
Team International (CIT International), a 
nonprofit organization that trains police 
officers and mental health officials to work 
together in crisis situations.

“It is an integration of law enforcement 
and mental health,” said Lieutenant Ste-
ven Thomas of the Anne Arundel County 
Crisis Intervention Team. “The officers 
have a passion to help and the CIT train-
ing humanizes policing.”

In Anne Arundel County, the team is 
made up of a lieutenant, a sergeant and 
four officers. An additional 141 patrol offi-
cers are trained in CIT and will respond to 
crisis calls.

“It is expected that officers who are 
trained in CIT will respond if they hear 
a call come out and they have the pas-
sion and training to respond,” Thomas 
explained.

Becoming CIT certified is voluntary 
and requires 40 hours of mental health 
training for police, as well as a 30-hour 
Critical Incident Stress Management 
(CISM) training. Officers are then paired 
with mental health clinicians.

These officers respond to shootings, 
youth deaths, fatal accidents and any 
other crisis situation where mental health 
may play a factor. The CIT officers also 
work with troubled juveniles with mental 
health issues to keep them from getting in 
trouble again.

“We build a bridge and we build that 
bridge in non-adversarial times,” Thomas 
said. “We are there to help people in their 
time of need, and the community definite-
ly sees police in a different light.”

For the CIT officers and clinicians, this 
award is reassurance that their hard work 
in the community has paid off. The team 
will continue to look for new ways to make 
Anne Arundel County a safe place for all 
residents.

“It’s a great honor to be recognized by 
the worldwide experts for the work we 
do,” Thomas said. “But it also means we 
need to continue to be progressive and be 
innovative in how we help people.”
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Cunningham Contracting, Inc. specializes in Roofing,
Exteriors, and Remodeling Contracting. We are fully
licensed, insured and provide guarantees on all our
work. We have over 25 years of experience and have
serviced thousands of satisfied clients in the Maryland area.

$500 OFF
COmplete shingle 
ROOF ReplaCement

(min. 2,000 sf roof. expires september 30, 2020)

Roofing | General Contracting | Residential-Commercial

Call Today
410-721-8757

Licensed & Insured
MHIC#87171

Visit our website or call today to request a 
free no obligation estimate.

www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Now offeriNg 
multiple 

home 
improvemeNt 

fiNaNce
optioNs!

Mark Cunningham, Owner
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SPCC: In A Time Of COVID

By Sarah Elder 
Executive Director 

Severna Park Community Center

As the Severna Park Community Center 
(SPCC) stood waiting for its doors to 
open again, staff were busy inside 

getting ready. Ready for a return to normal. 
Ready to redefine normal in a time of a pan-
demic. And ready to ensure that all systems 
were operating properly, for that day when 
the doors would open again.

And as those doors remained closed, it 
became evident that the main pool, the very 
pulse of the center’s busy hub of activity, was 
in trouble.

Serious cracks in the pool had begun to 
threaten the structural integrity of this vital 
resource. Water levels, dropping rapidly, indi-
cated a leak. Something had to be done. Fast.

The center had to act quickly to ensure 
that future swimmers, young and old, could 
continue to call SPCC home. The fact that the 
pool was already closed meant that emer-
gency repairs could begin before those doors 
would open again.

Not the best time to do a $100,000 repair 
— with the center closed and available 
funds to maintain the property diminishing 
quickly. The cost to run a building is about 
the same, even if it’s not currently in use. 
Systems must be checked and maintained.

So, we asked ourselves, how do you oper-
ate in a time of COVID? In a time of global 
pandemic, in a time of global crisis? How do 
you ensure that the infrastructure, vital to 
the community at large, remains in place to 
once again serve?

With deliberation. With care. With hope 
that the community will return, and the 
funds depleted to repair will be once again 
restored to care for the rest of the build-
ing. And, with an eye to the long-term 
impact that decisions made now will have 
down the road.

And finally, with an understanding that 
the pool, and the center as a whole, has a 
responsibility to the community it serves to 
remain a resource, even in a time of COVID.

The work had to be done. So, despite 
the cost, the repairs were made, and the 
pool was repaired, and given a full facelift, 
complete with new in-pool steps. After 
more than 50 years serving the communi-
ty (the original pool was built in the late 
1960s), this gem was ready to greet visitors 
once again.

And now, the work is done. The pool is 
once again waiting for the arrival of those 
who will swim for fun, for recreation, for re-
vival, and for fellowship and community. Be-
cause at the heart of it all, SPCC stands for 
the community, even in a time of COVID.

E ach fall, the University of Mary-
land Extension offers a Master 
Gardener program for individuals 

who “love plants, people, and the envi-
ronment and to help other residents in 
your community solve gardening prob-
lems and make environmentally-sound 
decisions.”

Applications are due August 31. Get 
the application at go.umd.edu. The 
total class fee is $175 and includes the 
handbook. 

The class begins on September 22 
and finishes on November 9. Class 
times are scheduled from 9:00am to 

noon on Tuesday mornings and 6:00pm 
to 9:00pm on Thursday evenings. 
No classes will be held the week of 
November 2.

This year’s class will be a pilot pro-
gram that will be taught to multiple 
counties online for easier accessibility. 
Live presentations will be held during 
the class times on Zoom and record-
ed for viewing at a later date. Course 
materials and interactive presentations 
will be available through Moodle, an 
online classroom.

For more program details, go to 
www.umd.edu.extension.

Want To Learn More About Gardening?

Riding The Corona Roller Coaster

For families 
who were 
already 

struggling to make 
ends meet before 
the COVID-19 
pandemic hit, the 
virus has been a 
disaster. With un-
employment well 
into the double 
digits, many are 
struggling to make 
sense of unem-

ployment insurance benefits, government 
stimulus benefits, and other private and 
public grants and programs.

As of this writing, there is still a prohi-
bition of utility turn-offs and late fees in 
Maryland, but soon it is anticipated that 
evictions will begin being 
processed, and there will 
be many in Anne Arun-
del County.

The good news is SPAN is 
prepared to meet the needs 
of local families in need of 
food and financial assis-
tance. We have loosened our 
requirements for financial 
assistance and increased 
our benefits in most cases 
(potential clients should 
call 410-647-0889 between 
10:00am and 1:00pm Mon-
day through Thursday to de-
termine eligibility). We have 
revamped our operations to 
make everything non-con-
tact and safe. Although SPAN’s food areas 
are Severna Park, Millersville, Arnold and 
Broadneck, we are fully stocked with food, 
and will issue emergency food to anyone 
who cannot feed their family.

“Matthew,” a single father of four, 
recently called SPAN, frantic with worry 

over how to feed his kids and pay his bills. 
He had lost his employment at the onset 
of the coronavirus, and his wife had died. 
We were able to fill his car with food, pay 
a chunk of his overdue rent, and even pay 
for several of his kids’ prescriptions. Mat-
thew believes he will get his job back soon, 
but he is still worried about how he will 
pay for child care if schools don’t reopen.

SPAN’s donors have been nothing short 
of heroic, coming through with food 
and money donations. We can’t thank 
you enough!

We all seem to have a degree of anxiety, 
but if you can manage it through laughter, 
prayer, volunteer work or another con-
structive outlet, then you have discovered 
a valuable coping tool that will help you 
stay resilient throughout the future of the 
pandemic. Please stay well, try to accept 

the situations you cannot 
control, find the humor in 
situations, and for goodness 
sakes, wear your mask!

SPAN (Serving People 
Across Neighborhoods) is an 
independent nonprofit food 
pantry and emergency services 
provider that has been helping 
local families with eviction 
prevention, utility turnoffs, 
medical/prescription bills, and 
food since 1990. SPAN serves 
14 zip codes in Anne Arun-
del County. SPAN is located 
behind Our Shepherd Lutheran 
Church at 400 Benfield Road 
in Severna Park. Hours are 
Monday through Thursday 

from 10:00am-1:30pm. For more informa-
tion, call 410-647-0889, email spanhelps@
yahoo.com or visit www.spanhelps.org. 
Financial donations may be made through the 
website. Food donations may be dropped off 
anytime using the storage bin behind SPAN’s 
building. Please “like” SPAN on Facebook!

Stef Ripple “Do Your Best” 5K Set For Sept. 19

The fourth annual Stefanie Ashdown 
Memorial “Do Your Best” 5K is going 
virtual, with this year’s event sched-

uled for September 19. Funds will go to 
Stef Ripple, a nonprofit that raises aware-
ness of ovarian cancer and to support 
ovarian cancer patients and their families.

Participants will submit their 5k timing 
results (instructions online) by noon on 
September 19. Medals will be awarded to 
the 5K top three male and female fin-
ishers and in age groups 10 and under, 
11-13, 14-19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59 

and 60-plus.
Runners and walkers anywhere in the 

world can sign up to participate any-
time between 8:00am and noon eastern 
standard time on September 19. Register 
online by going to www.runsignup.com and 
searching for “Stef Ripple.” The fee is $30 
for the virtual 5K run or virtual 1-mile 
walk. A family/group discount of $5 is 
available to groups of four or more. All 
registrants will receive a tech race shirt.

For more information, visit www.
stefripple.org.

Ellen Kinsella
Director of 

Development
SPAN Inc.

“Although SPAN’s 
food areas are 
Severna Park, 
Millersville, Arnold 
and Broadneck, we 
are fully stocked with 
food, and will issue 
emergency food to 
anyone who cannot 
feed their family.”
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CALVERT VETERINARY CENTER
“Your Other Family Doctor”

4100 Mountain Road | Pasadena, MD 21122
(across from Lake Shore Plaza)

410-360-PAWS (7297)
Hours of Operation:  Monday–Friday, 7:30a.m. – 7:30p.m.  |  Saturday, 8:00a.m. – 1:00p.m.

Check out our website today! www.calvertvet.com

NEW PATIENTS BEING ACCEPTED
 Ultrasound
 Digital X-ray

 In-house laboratory
 Therapy laser

 Laser surgery
 Pharmacy on-site

Calvert Veterinary Center would like to welcome 
Dr. Meghan Kapilevich to our staff. She will join our 
practice at the end of August and she treats dog, cats 
and exotic companion mammals. She is moving to 
Maryland from New Jersey and is a graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania Veterinary School.

Would you 
rather have 
a root ca-

nal than bring your 
cat to the vet? If the 
answer is yes, you 
are not alone. Statis-
tics reveal that dog 
owners are much 
more likely than 
cat owners to visit 
a veterinarian for 
routine health care. 

Many folks feel that it is just too difficult to 
get their cats to visit the vet. The reality is 
that cats need routine veterinary care, too. 
In fact, the independent nature of many of 
our beloved felines can mean that they are 
even more likely to hide signs of illness until 
later in the course of disease, when it can be 
more difficult and costly to treat.

Even the calmest cat can become stressed 
by a trip to the vet. The good news is that 
with a little planning, you can make the 
experience easier for you and your cat.

Cats, by nature, are usually inquisitive. A 
few days prior to your vet visit, leave the cat 
carrier out and open in a place where your 
cat feels safe and can thoroughly examine it. 
Place some yummy treats and a comfortable 
blanket in the carrier. You can even spray 

the interior of the carrier with a cat calming 
spray that can be purchased either from your 
veterinarian or from a pet product store. 
Once kitty becomes comfortable with the 
carrier, try taking it for a practice car ride. 
No need to go far, just a few times around 
the block in a carrier sprayed with the calm-
ing spray, outfitted with a comfy blanket and 
maybe a catnip toy. Once you arrive home, 
offer kitty a few more treats, play with it for 
a few minutes, and the experience of riding 
in a carrier becomes much less menacing.

Some cats require more TLC when taking 
them to the veterinary office. In some cases, 
medications need to be prescribed prior to 
a visit to help with your cat’s anxiety and 
stress, which in turn will relieve yours when 
it comes to transporting your furry feline.

Hopefully these suggestions will make vis-
iting the veterinarian with kitty just a little 
easier, and together we can keep your favor-
ite feline healthy for many years to come. So, 
give it a try. We’ll be waiting for you.

The veterinarians of VCA Calvert Veterinary 
Center have over 35 years of combined experi-
ence helping pets stay healthy and happy. Call 
410-360-PAWS for an appointment or go to 
www.vaccalvertvet.com. VCA Calvert Veteri-
nary Center is located at 4100 Mountain Road 
and has been proudly serving the Pasadena 
community for over 16 years.

Bring Your Cat To The Vet Day
Karen VanKirk

Associate 
Veterinarian 
VCA Calvert 

Veterinary Center

Picking, Choosing 
Equality Must 
Be Stopped

My name is Madeleine 
Stern. I am a Jewish 
teenager. I take pride in 
my Jewish identity, but 
I am disappointed with 
the lack of equality the 
Jewish community has 
experienced when it comes 
to support when confront-
ing hatred.

Equality. This is a word 
that has become prom-
inent on various social 
media platforms. Most 
recently, support for the 
Black community and 
the Black Lives Matter 
movement has increased 
exponentially as people 
speak out against racism. I 
have personally witnessed 
a lot of this support on In-
stagram. Sharing personal 
stories, educational vid-
eos, unifying quotes and 

explanatory memes are 
few of the many circulat-
ing posts, all of which have 
a similar message, which I 
fully agree with - prejudice 
against Black people is 
abominable and absolutely 
unacceptable. The idea of 
judging people based on 
their skin color and put-
ting their lives in jeopardy 
is sickening. Black people 
should be seen as equal to 
white people. All people 
should be treated equally.

But if everyone should 
be treated equally, why 
isn’t everyone who is 
posting about Black Lives 
Matter also posting about 
Philadelphia Eagles player 
DeSean Jackson’s clearly 
anti-Semitic Instagram 
post broadcasting a fake 
Hitler quote?

The many people, sup-
porting Black Lives Matter 
and educating others 
about racism is wonder-

ful and a much-needed 
change for our country. 
People of all races, reli-
gions and backgrounds 
have united around this 
noble cause. I hope the 
momentum behind this 
movement continues. 
Nonetheless, I am disap-
pointed at the moment. 
The community rallying 
behind Black Lives Matter 
seemed to disappear when 
support was needed for 
the Jewish community.

I have seen countless 
posts denouncing DeSean 
Jackson from my Jewish 
friends. My Instagram 
feed has been full of 
such posts, but the vast 
majority were from Jewish 
people. When it came time 
to support a different 
minority, many people 
remained silent.

Read the rest of the 
letter at www.severna-
parkvoice.com.

Letter To The Editor
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L I FE  IS  Simply Refreshing 
AT HE A RT LA N D S AT SE V E R N A PA R K !

Summertime is the perfect time to move in!
Call 410-729-1600 today to reserve your tour and complimentary lunch.

From gardening, to shopping, every day is a chance to refresh your routine
at HeartLands.

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER:

• Choice of 13 different floor plans

• Restaurant-style dining

• 24-hour in-house nurse

• Housekeeping

• A variety of planned activities

• On-site physical & occupational
rehabilitation
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AT HEARTLANDS AT SEVERNA PARK!

Pet
Friendly

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER:

• Choice of 13 different 
floor plans

• Restaurant-style dining

• 24-hour in-house nurse

• Housekeeping

• A variety of planned activities

• On-site physical &
occupational rehabilitation

Summertime is the perfect time 
to move in!

Call 410-729-1600 today to reserve your tour and
complimentary lunch.

From gardening, to shopping, every day is a chance to
refresh your routine at HeartLands.
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By Mary Marta

The Round Bay Sailing Association (RBSA) fleet 
was in full race mode in July. At the start of racing 
season in late April, Governor Larry Hogan’s orders 

did not permit recreational boating, so RBSA canceled 
the first series of six races. Then, at the end of May, the 
governor opened recreational boating and series 2 racing 
began. RBSA has since completed series 2; 
the results for the six races in the series are 
included in the chart.

Because of the pandemic, RBSA skip-
pers have made some changes while still 
accomplishing some of the overall goals of 
the club – to keep crews healthy, to have 
fun, and to improve sailing. Don Snelgrove, 
skipper of Himmel and commodore of the 
club, explained that given how pervasive 
and pernicious the coronavirus is, RBSA 
took the cancellation of series 1 to figure 
out the best way to manage racing during 
the pandemic. RBSA recommends that 
skippers and crew make adjustments to 
onboard social interaction, and acknowl-
edges that skippers are responsible for the 
safety of their crew. The idea is to be as 
competitive as possible while adhering to 
the guidelines. Given that the pandemic sit-
uation is constantly changing, Don and the 
RBSA board are monitoring the governor’s 

orders and state stance.
RBSA has three classes of boats: A fleet, B fleet and 

Chesapeake class. Each class has its own start time on 
Wednesday evenings. Fleet A (PHRF scores of 154 and 
lower) and Fleet B (PHRF scores of 155 and higher) are 
handicapped using the Performance Handicap Racing 
Fleet or PHRF system. The Chesapeake class is for more 

casual or novice racers on Round Bay. Boats in the Ches-
apeake class are scored using a Round Bay Handicap Sys-
tem or RBHS refined by a Round Bay sailor, which allows 
racers to compare their current performance to their own 
previous race performance. The RBHS encourages casual 
and novice sailors to keep racing and to improve perfor-
mance each week.

Come join us! Visit the RBSA website at www.roundbay-
sailing.com. There you will find FAQs, like how to join and 
who can race, as well as membership forms and a section 
for crew wanted/crew available. The website also includes 
information on sailing instructions, race events, charts 
and typical race courses, as well as links to useful weath-
er apps to help you plan for each race. Full web access, to 
include race replays, requires a membership and a small 
annual fee. Please email info@roundbaysailing.com with 
any questions.

Update: Round Bay Sailing Association

RBSA Standings - 2020
boats in the series 25

Wednesday Series 2
6/3 6/10 6/17 6/24 7/1 7/8

Boat 1 2 3 4 5 6 series Throw Final Place
Lightfoot 9 9 1 4 2 1 26 9 17 1
Hye 1 3 26 1 6 7 44 26 18 2
Merlin 2 4 6 2 13 6 33 13 20 3
Five Cubed 5 5 4 7 5 4.75 30.75 7 23.75 4
Pegasus 8 16 2 3 3 10 42 16 26 5
Himmel 3 8 10 17 1 5 44 17 27 6
Seamma 26 6 3 12 7 2 56 26 30 7
Winsome Ride 4 2 8 6 10 15 45 15 30 8
Red Stripe II 6 7 5 10 4 8 40 8 32 9
A L'Assaut 12 1 26 14 8 3 64 26 38 10
Flagfest 15 10 7 9 9 14 64 15 49 11
Fiona 10 12 9 16 16 18 81 16 65 12
Quintet 11 26 26 13 11 9 96 26 70 13
Island Time 17 11 11 18 26 17 100 26 74 14
Swift 26 26 12 11 12 16 103 26 77 15
Pat Burnett 14 26 26 6 26 13 111 26 85 16
Tango Too 16 26 26 26 14 4 112 26 86 17
Rum Puppy 26 16 26 8 19 26 121 26 95 18
Privateer 19 26 26 15 26 11 123 26 97 19
Honey Badger 13 26 26 26 15 26 132 26 106 20
Equipoise 26 26 26 19 26 12 135 26 109 21
Dan Walker 26 26 26 5 26 26 135 26 109 21
Lightfoot II 7 26 26 26 26 26 137 26 111 23
Fulcrum 26 13 26 26 26 26 143 26 117 24
Jambo 26 26 26 26 26 19 149 26 123 25
Revenge RC

DNC - number of boats entered in the series plus 1
DNF, DNS. RAF - number of boats in the starting area plus 1
TLE - number of boats finishing within the time limit plus 2 but not higher than the number of boats in the race
RC - Race Committee - average of other races in the series
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•	 ALL	CDC	Sanitization	
Guidelines	Followed

•	 Temperature	Checks
•	 Required	Social	Distancing
•	 Appropriate	PPE
•	 Team	Members	Trained	in	Social	
Distancing	and	Personal	Hygiene
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Matt Wyble, Garry’s Grill Provide
Meals For Spring Arbor Staff

Doctors and nurses have received 
many donated meals and supplies 
from the community during the 

coronavirus pandemic, and it has been 
much deserved. On July 29, Matt Wyble, 
a Realtor with The Matt Wyble Team of 
Century 21 New Millennium, assisted a 
group often overlooked, though: employees 
at senior homes.

Wyble partnered with Garry’s Grill 
owner Eddie Conway to provide meals to 
50 employees total on the lunch and dinner 
shifts at Spring Arbor Senior Living. Wyble’s 
97-year-old grandfather, Ray Grant, has lived 
at Spring Arbor for about four years.

“They are on 24-hour-a-day 
lockdown and the employees 
are giving above-and-be-
yond care,” Wyble said. “We 
thought it would be a nice way 
to thank the people taking 
care of our seniors.”

The donation was part of 
the greater Century 21 New 
Millennium FLAG (Front 
Line Appreciation Group) 
program, which is dedicated 
to feeding front-line health 
care workers during the 
coronavirus pandemic while 
also keeping local restaurants 
in business.

Wyble called his friend 
Conway, who gave Wyble a 
discount on the meals. Garry’s 
Grill also delivered the food.

“With this pandemic it’s 
been difficult, but it’s easy to 
help knowing that we can,” 
said Conway, who prefers not 
to get media attention for 
charitable giving.

“If you’re doing something 
good for others, you shouldn’t 
do it for attention — that’s 
just the way I was raised,” 

Conway added.
Nevertheless, the Severna Park Voice want-

ed to recognize the two business owners for 
their generosity.

Garry’s Grill has also been donating a 
portion of its sales to the Maryland Food 
Bank. The Matt Wyble team, too, has sought 
ways to help.

“I want to pay it forward and something 
like this can make somebody’s day,” Wyble 
said. “Throughout this pandemic, I hope 
everyone comes away with a better appre-
ciation for the day-to-day and not taking 
everything for granted.”

Matt Wyble’s 97-year-old grandfather, Ray Grant, 
has lived at Spring Arbor for about four years.

The biggest hurdle has been making 
technology accessible to every student. 
Last year, some students were without 
internet in their homes.

“We have about 150 families that were 
not directly connected,” Arlotto said. “We 
know who they are, and we continue to 
work with our business partners, Comcast 
and Verizon and Broadstripe, on a case-by-
case basis to get those families connected.”

Arlotto said AACPS had about 45,000 
devices pre-COVID, and the school system 
now has about 63,000 devices, with 30,000 
more on order. AACPS wants to provide 
one device for every family and, ultimate-
ly, one device for every student. More than 
80,000 students attend Anne Arundel 
County public schools.

“The priority is to make sure that atten-
dance is taken, is that every student has a 
device … and every student is connected 
to the internet, so we’re able to take away 
those barriers so that they can interact 
with their teacher, interact with their 
classmates, five days a week,” Arlotto said.

AACPS is providing backpacks with 
school supplies for all students from pre-K 
through fifth grade. Directions for picking 
up backpacks will be given to parents by 
school principals in late August.

Arlotto also said teachers will issue 
diagnostic tests the first three weeks of 
school to identify and address oppor-
tunity gaps.

AACPS hopes all of these efforts will put 
parents at ease, but many are concerned 
about child care and giving their children 
a good education. In a fall survey question 
answered 45, 121 times by county parents 
through July 3, about 46% said they pre-
ferred in-person school daily, while 32.5% 
supported a combined model with both 
face-to-face and virtual learning. Less 
than 22% voted for an all-virtual model.

With 4,766 completed surveys, the 
Severna Park feeder system accounted for 
10.56% of responses, more than any other 
school cluster.

Arlotto said a hybrid of in-school and 
virtual learning is still possible later 
in the fall.

During the Board of Education meeting, 
Anne Arundel County health officer Nilesh 
Kalyanaraman addressed the belief that 
the coronavirus is no deadlier than the flu.

“I get that comparison, and in mild 
cases, that comparison holds, but not for 
everybody,” Kalyanaraman said. “We’re 
seeing hospitalizations in younger people. 
They might not die, but they have pretty 
significant consequences from it.”

To learn more about fall reopening 
plans, visit www.aacps.org/fall2020.

Virtual Learning This Fall

1. Dana Schallheim (Board of Edu-
cation, District 5) asked Arlotto about 
safe places for students to congregate, 
especially because many families are 
struggling to find child care. Arlotto 
said he likes the concept of bringing 
students together on a limited basis.

“You can’t have teachers, because 
teachers are teaching during the 
school day,” Arlotto said. “So is that 
a place that we could use [teaching 
assistants]? Is that a place that we 
could use long-term subs or substi-
tute teachers to be with students in 
buildings so they could open up their 
laptops, access our Wi-Fi, get a lunch 
and do their virtual learning? … But 
it also can’t be day care. It’s not child 
care. It’s not eight hours of child care 
a day, because we as a school system 
don’t provide child care.”

2. Student board member Drake 
Smith asked about standardized 
testing. Arlotto said “We hope this 
fall to be able to offer those in some 
way, shape or form,” but the number 
of students in a room will be limited.

Extra Points

558-B Ritchie Highway  |  Severna Park
410-544-9050  |  www.sidestreetframers.com

Want to shop from home?
No problem!

Virtual custom frame designing now available!

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 104, Severna Park, MD 21146
(410) 544-1020        www.darrahfamilylaw.com

2020

Robert W. Warfield ~ Paula J. Darrah
All Family Law Matters

Divorce ~ Property Division ~ Custody ~ Alimony
Child Support ~ Protective Order Proceedings

Litigation Appeals ~ Contracts ~ Wills ~ Estates 2020
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2020 Best Lawyer

Now Offering Web Based Video Conferencing
Schedule Your Teleconference Today!

»» Continued from page 1
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“This has been the result of circum-
stances over the last year or so where, as my 
responsibilities with the department grew, I 
saw the opportunity to do greater good,” Al-
tomare said after taking the job in 2014. “So 
when that chance is afforded to you, I think 
you have to answer fate in the affirmative.”

Altomare retired on August 1, 2020, citing 
opposition to movements to defund the 
police. County Executive Steuart Pittman 
named William Lowry the interim po-
lice chief.

“There is no group of people in this coun-
try in its history that have done more for 
poor communities of color across this nation 
than the American policemen. Take it to the 
bank,” Altomare said during a Back the Blue 
rally in Annapolis on July 23. “I have per-
sonally almost died five or six times saving 
another human life; every one was a person 
of color. To be called racist because I wear 
a uniform makes me sick to my stomach. I 
can’t do it anymore and be silent.”

Altomare said Pittman has always been 

respectful and honest with him, and that the 
county executive did not want him to retire. 
But Altomare also said the “silence of the 
majority” is not helping Pittman differenti-
ate between the good guys and the bad guys.

Publicly, Pittman was unwavering in his 
support for Altomare.

“He doubled our number of African Amer-
ican sworn officers, implemented Fair and 
Impartial Policing training for all officers, 
and made our Crisis Intervention Teams the 
best in the world,” Pittman wrote in a state-
ment. “He built strong relationships in every 
community, and with his own officers.”

Altomare was revered as a cop’s cop and 
as someone who established positive rela-
tionships with community members.

“The community are the police and the 
police are the community, and I think we 
have shown that we believe that in Anne 
Arundel County,” Altomare said. “I’m proud 
of the cops. It’s not something I had to force. 
They embraced that ideology and they em-
braced the bonds in the community, just like 
I expected.”

When a Black Lives Matter protest was 
organized at Tick Neck Park in Pasadena 
on June 6, Altomare walked side by side 
with protestors to keep them safe.

“When I brought the idea to the police, 
they jumped right on board with me and 
let me do things the way I wanted to,” said 
20-year-old Shelyia Brown, who organized 
the protest. “They were amazing.”

Still, police nationwide are under more 
scrutiny due to incidents of brutality. The 
Anne Arundel County Police Department 
is being sued by Odenton resident Daniel 
Jarrells, who said an officer knelt on his 
neck in February 2019 while Jarrells was 
handcuffed. Altomare said the officer will 
be held accountable if guilty and that the 
incident did not factor into his retirement.

Altomare’s successor Lowry has 47 years 
of public safety experience, including his 
time as assistant chief to Davis in 2013. 
In 2015, he became joint chief of police for 
the Colmar Manor and Cottage City police 
departments in Prince George’s County. 
Lowry returned to Anne Arundel County in 

2019 as deputy chief under Altomare.
Pittman thinks Lowry is qualified to 

lead the police department as it continues 
to partner with the Black community in 
search of better policing methods.

“He worked closely with the Prince 
George’s County Citizens Complaint Over-
sight Panel in the early ‘90s, and he grew 
up in a family that risked their lives for the 
cause of racial justice in the south,” Pitt-
man said. “He is widely respected by our 
officers, and he is deeply respected by me.”

While Lowry serves as the interim chief, 
Pittman will examine long-term options 
from within the Anne Arundel Coun-
ty Police Department and nationwide. 
Altomare’s retirement left a big void, but 
Lowry is prepared for the challenge.

“I look forward to seeing this police 
department continue to provide excellent 
police service and to have many opportuni-
ties to work with our community members,” 
Lowry said. “I love our police department 
and I love the community that we serve 
and protect.”

Altomare Leaves Big Void As Anne Arundel County Police Chief

By John Singleton

A li Ghaffari’s story is an all-Ameri-
can one. His Muslim father named 
him Ali, which means “champion.” 

But the Severna Park resident would 
grow to be a different sort of titlehold-
er. Outcast. Scholar. Warrior. Teacher. 
Servant. Ali Ghaffari was destined to be a 
champion for Christ.

“My mother was 16 when I was born,” 
Ghaffari explained. “Unmarried and living 
in Burlington, Vermont.”

Family members pushed for an abortion, 
but the pregnant teenager of French-Cana-
dian ancestry was determined to keep her 
baby. She married the father of her child. 
They moved to Florida. It lasted three years.

“I remember coming back to freezing 
Vermont after living in Florida sunshine,” 
Ghaffari recalled, “and wondering what 
would happen next.”

God draws straight with a crooked line. 
Ghaffari’s newly single mom got mixed up 
with drugs, became an addict, attempted 
suicide and entered rehab.

In school, the dark-skinned boy with the 
Middle Eastern name excelled. When mom 
got clean, she met a local mechanic. Ghaffari 
was skeptical. Just another space-holder in a 
revolving relationship door. But something 
about this man was different. He stayed.

In private moments, Ghaffari’s mom 
taught her son to pray.

“I will have failed you as a mother if I 
don’t give you a dose of God before you leave 

this house,” she said.
By the time he graduated high school, 

Ghaffari was an honors student. Award-
ed with a scholarship to the elite Phillips 
Academy Andover, ancestral proving ground 
of family dynasties like the Kennedys and 
Bushes, he now had a front-row seat to the 
American dream. Suddenly, the boy from 
small-town Vermont was attending class 
alongside princes from India and Turkey, the 
heir to the Goodyear fortune, and numerous 
athletes destined for professional sports.

With medical school on the radar, Ghaf-
fari attended Colby College, a prestigious 
“little Ivy.” He coached ice hockey. Dated. 
And began to notice all his instructors were 
atheists aggressively advocating their beliefs 

at the front of a classroom.
“I embraced atheism to justify the life I 

wanted to live,” he recalled. “My pride and 
arrogance were through the roof.”

Returning home for the summer, he had a 
talk with his stepfather and a family friend 
who quietly advocated for the Catholic faith.

“As we sat under the stars, I rethought my 
entire life,” he said. “The prestige of aca-
demia had been my God. It was torn down 
in a night.”

Before graduation, Ghaffari met another 
pivotal figure: a Navy SEAL, a graduate of 
the U.S. Naval Academy, a man of faith. 
There was a sense of a corner being turned.

It was decided. Medical school was jetti-
soned. Ghaffari would fly jets. In Navy flight 

school, he learned to dogfight, drop bombs 
and land on aircraft carriers in high seas. He 
also studied the Catholic faith.

Deploying to the Persian Gulf, the newly 
minted Navy lieutenant looked down from 
his F-18 on an unfamiliar landscape.

“Flying over Iran, I thought of my biologi-
cal father,” Ghaffari said.

After his tour of duty, Ghaffari landed 
in Corpus Christi, Texas, and registered 
for a Catholic men’s retreat. He invited his 
Iranian-born father, who was now living in 
Florida. As part of the weekend’s program, 
the men practiced an ancient Catholic 
ritual. Re-enacting Jesus washing the feet 
of his disciples at the Last Supper, Ghaffari 
washed the feet of his estranged father.

And he wasn’t prepared for the reaction: “I 
met Jesus for the first time,” said his father.

In 2015, Ali Ghaffari became an instruc-
tor for the U.S. Naval Academy leadership 
department, where he taught leadership 
training to midshipmen. He now teaches 
leadership to faculty and staff, and coaches 
at the Stockdale Center for Ethical Leader-
ship. In 2018, he founded the Divine Mercy 
Academy in Severna Park - a place where 
teachers “partner with parents in their role 
as primary educators of their children.”

“Divine Mercy Academy is a full-time 
classical school where we pursue the true, 
the good and the beautiful,” Ghaffari said. 
“We offer a foundation of wisdom and 
virtue that brings families closer. And we 
are excited to resume in-person teaching in 
the fall.”

From Navy Fighter Pilot To Founder Of Divine Mercy Academy

(L-R) Lieutenant Commander Ali Ghaffari, daughter Kaelyn Ghaffari, daughter 
Reyna Ghaffari, wife Mary Ghaffari and daughter Natalie Ghaffari posed in front 
of the Divine Mercy Academy, located at 400 Benfield Road in Severna Park.

»» Continued from page 1



12 August 2020 Severna Park voice

By Haley Weisgerber

F or many men and women 
considering a military 
career, deciding which 

branch best suits them is one 
of the hardest decisions they 
will make. For one Severna 
Park resident, the decision 
was simple; he would just 
serve three.

Ozzie Osborne knew he want-
ed to be a pilot at a young age.

“My stepfather was a Mary-
land state policeman,” he said. 
“When I was 10 years old, he 
got me up for a helicopter ride 
in the Maryland State Police 
helicopter, and I loved flying.”

While he was in the 10th 
grade at Severna Park High 
School, Osborne decided he was 
going to the Naval Academy to 
become a pilot. Though he had 
good grades, many people told 
him that he would have a diffi-
cult time getting accepted.

“It’s really hard for an Anne 
Arundel County kid to get in,” 
said Osborne. “I always like 
challenges. Give me something 
that most people can’t do and 
I’ll go try it.”

Despite what everyone said, 
Osborne attended the Naval 
Academy, where he majored in 
applied sciences with a focus in 

business management, 
and he minored in na-
val engineering. After 
he graduated in 1985, 
Osborne could not get 
a pilot slot with the 
Navy, but his last duty 
station was with VF-
45 adversary squadron 
in Key West, Florida, 
in the backseat of 
his favorite aircraft, 
the F-16N. Looking 
back, Osborne said 
this was his favorite 
assignment.

“All we did was dog 
fight,” said Osborne. 
“When you get to 
that level of flying, 
the adrenaline rush 
is amazing and 
addicting.”

After five years with 
the Navy, Osborne 
was ready for his next 
adventure, Army flight school.

“Those guys did a lot of teach-
ing with me because all of those 
guys were Navy instructor 
pilots,” said Osborne. “By the 
time I went to the Army flight 
school, I graduated number one 
in my class.”

Osborne finished flight 
school and joined the Army 
Guard in Maryland, where 

he flew AH-1 Cobra attack 
helicopters.

“My Army uniform had all 
Navy ribbons,” said Osborne. 
“They were sort of looking at me 
all strange. When it came down 
to the Army-Navy game, I was 
the only guy rooting for Navy.”

After another five years with 
the Army, Osborne accepted an 
agent position with the Federal 

Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) in Balti-
more. He investigated 
violent crimes and 
bank robberies, and 
he was eventually sent 
to Washington D.C. 
to work on counter-
terrorism. Due to FBI 
policies at the time, 
Osborne was not 
allowed to do reserve 
duty and work for 
the Bureau. Osborne 
did reserve duty with 
the West Virginia 
Air National Guard 
and began to pilot for 
Atlantic Coast Airline 
out of Dulles Interna-
tional Airport.

After the September 
11, 2001 attacks, Os-
borne took a leave of 
absence from the air-
line. During this time, 

Osborne was deployed to Iraq 
and Afghanistan. After demo-
bilization, he took a year and a 
half set of orders in Crystal City, 
Virginia, which was eventually 
extended another four years.

With a desire to make a 
difference, Osborne did many 
amazing things in his military 
career. One of his proudest 
accomplishments is conduct-

ing a study on government 
response to disasters, such as 
terrorist attacks, earthquakes, 
hurricanes and pandemics. The 
study had been briefed to both 
President George W. Bush and 
President Barack Obama.

“There was some really 
unique stuff that I got to do for 
the country, so it’s been a heck 
of a good ride,” said Osborne.

Osborne received an active 
duty retirement from the Air 
National Guard in 2014 after 
over 27 years of duty. In his long 
career, he flew over 30 different 
aircraft. He works as a pilot for 
JetBlue in his retirement, and 
many people have asked him to 
consider writing a book about 
his experiences.

“It’s been a ton of differ-
ent airplanes, but definitely 
a fun ride to say the least,” 
said Osborne.

Osborne said that his story is 
unique, but he wouldn’t have it 
any other way.

“You will find there are enough 
of us out there that have done 
two branches, but in all my run-
ning around, I’ve only heard of 
one other person who has done 
three,” said Osborne. “When one 
door closed, I just wasn’t ready to 
accept it, so I opened the door to 
a different branch.”

Military Spotlight

Proud Sponsor of the 
Military Spotlight

833-83-VALOR
www.valorexteriors.com

Local Man Serves Three Branches Of The Military

In July 2014, Ozzie Osborne was invited to 
throw the first pitch at an Orioles game to 
celebrate his retirement.
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It’s difficult to 
know where 
to focus these 

days, with so 
many challenges 
created by the 
pandemic, with so 
many aspects of 
our lives impact-
ed — from our 
health to our 
ability to move 
around, pay our 
bills, care for our 

children, peacefully assemble, even 
vote. We are trying to find new ways to 
make our voices heard, and the frustra-
tion and fatigue is very real; the desire 
to give up, normal. Finding grace has 
become a daily challenge and, at times, 
a chore that feels impossible. And even 
as we are working to find new ways to 
operate and cope with the mounting 
stresses of this moment, we are also 
having a national reckoning about our 

history, our equity and our nation-
al identity.

I was talking with a colleague from 
across the aisle recently who was 
lamenting the challenges of civil com-
munication and compromise, whether 
it was better to express something 
controversial or keep silent to avoid 
criticism. This is something I hear a lot. 
That we have lost the ability to commu-
nicate, that we no longer honor civility, 
that we are too divisive, too political, 
too divided to ever hear or understand 
anyone outside of ourselves.

A couple of months ago, I was speak-
ing with a class and I was asked what I 
should tell our students who had a plan 
for their lives, a plan that has been so 
immensely disrupted. The moderator 
confessed she did not have an answer 
to this question. I had two. First, look 
to the creatives. They went to work on 
solutions immediately on how to pivot 
and change the models to do things 
differently. Second, accept where we are. 

Accept this reality so that you are only 
moving forward. We are all in a stage of 
mourning because our brains are hard-
wired to see change as loss, but once 
we accept that things are different, we 
won’t waste precious time and physical 
and emotional energy trying to get back 
to what was, but instead we can focus 
on what can be.

One of the biggest challenges we have 
to conquer, the stumbling block that so 
often stands in the way of innovation, 
is binary thinking. It’s ingrained in our 
culture, in our work, our leisure, our 
politics and our problem-solving. Binary 
thinking is always putting things in 
terms of two options that are usually 
mutually exclusive; all the possibilities 
are either option A or option B, and not 
both. Heroes and villains, good and 
bad, right and wrong, Democrat and 
Republican.

Time and again throughout this crisis, 
I’ve seen us paralyzed to act because we 

Whether it’s 
the recent 
highs in 

the mid-90s or Sirius 
(the Dog Star) rising 
before the sun gets 
up, these are the dog 
days of summer. Our 
dog Midnight, for 
one, whiles away his 
days lounging first 
in the sun and then 
in air condition-
ing, stretched out, 

tongue lolling and half-asleep.
Not all dogs get to sleep all day; a special 

few sometimes work in the circuit courts. Lily, 
a 5-year old Labradoodle, is a highly trained 
service dog that first appeared in court in 
November 2019 as part of Anne Arundel 
County’s pilot Court Dog and Child Witness 
Program. Lily, accompanied by her trainer, 
comforted a child survivor who testified 
against a now-convicted abuser. Testifying in 
court is intimidating for most people, and can 
be exceptionally so for children, seated only 
a few feet away from the perpetrator as they 
recount often unspeakable things in front of 
strangers, all alone in the witness box.

Many centers for child abuse survivors 
incorporate therapy dogs into the program to 
comfort children and interact without judg-
ment. There’s just something calming about 
petting a dog, something centering about 
rubbing its neck as it rests its head in your lap. 
But until recently, such dogs were not permit-
ted in Maryland courtrooms.

This year, Senator Bryan Simonaire, a 
Republican from Pasadena, and I introduced 
legislation, Senate Bill 101/House Bill 311, to 
permit trained service dogs to accompany 
child witnesses throughout the state. These 
bills passed both the House of Delegates and 
the Senate unanimously, and Governor Larry 
Hogan signed it into law. Each county can 
develop its own voluntary program - here in 
Anne Arundel, such dogs participate in the 
Caring Canines program run by Dogwood 
Acres Pet Retreat in Davidsonville, where they 
must pass a Pet Partners nationwide certifi-
cation program. Not only must the dogs be 
trained; so are the handlers, in court policies 
and protocols, privacy and confidentiality 
rules, and must pass a background check. 
The Caring Canines program now fields three 
or four calls monthly for a comfort dog in 
court, and Laura Ripken, the administrative 
judge for the Anne Arundel Circuit Court, has 

reviewed around 20 applications for a comfort 
dog to attend a child witness. All have been 
granted, except for one where the witness did 
not meet the age criteria.

Comfort dogs are available for civil cases, 
including divorce and protective order cases, 
as well as criminal matters, at all relevant 
stages of the proceedings. Requests for a 
comfort dog often come from the State’s 
Attorney’s Office, the child’s best interest 
attorney in domestic cases, or from a CASA 
advocate. Each case is managed to maximize 
fairness to both parties. Dogs and handlers 
are trained to behave appropriately in a 
courtroom. If there is a jury, the dog is situ-
ated when the jury is not in the courtroom; 
ideally the dog is placed outside the jury’s 
view, and if not, the jury is appropriately 
instructed. Court observers note that the 
presence of therapy dogs seem to promote 
justice. Having the dog there allows the 
child witness to relax a little, to decompress, 
and in doing so tell their story. Being more 
comfortable in the courtroom translates 
into confidence and a feeling of safety for the 
child witness, giving the witness the ability 
to open up and testify more coherently about 
what most likely was the worst day of their 

We now 
know the 
score for 

the fall. School will 
start in an all-vir-
tual environment. 
None of us wanted 
this. Our students 
should be learning 
in school buildings. 
This pandemic has 
put AACPS and 
school systems 
across the state and 

country between a rock and a hard place. 
On one hand, we have a virus that has killed 
more than 150,000 Americans nationally 
and more than 3,300 in Maryland in five 
months. On the other hand, our children’s 
education is at stake.

Inevitably, this decision will be celebrated 
by some and hated by others. None of the op-
tions on the table are ideal. We all want to go 
back to pre-COVID-19 days where congregat-
ing with others, including attending school 
with pre-COVID-19 class sizes, wasn’t a huge 
health risk to students, teachers and staff, all 
of whom could also bring the virus home to 
their families.

In the days that followed the announce-
ment that the 2020-2021 year will start 
entirely virtual, I have been both praised for 
the decision and also the target of hate mail. 
The ultimate decisionmakers are Maryland’s 
state superintendent of schools, Dr. Karen 
Salmon, and Governor Larry Hogan. This 
was never the AACPS Board of Education’s 
decision. Additionally, daily school opera-
tions are under the purview of the superin-
tendent, Dr. George Arlotto. While I do agree 
with the decision to start in an all-virtual 
environment, I also would have support-
ed a hybrid model had that option been 
recommended by Dr. Arlotto and supported 
by both the Anne Arundel County health 
officer, Dr. Nilesh Kalyanaraman, as well as 
the state.

To support an all-virtual and synchronous 
learning environment, AACPS is moving 
toward a 1:1 technology ratio for all students 
and is also connecting families without 
internet with community partners offering 
free or low-cost internet services. If you need 
a Chromebook for your AACPS student or 
students for the upcoming academic year 
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School Year
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Therapy Dogs Can Provide Much-Needed Comfort

The Problem With Binary Thinking
»» Continued on page 16
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Wills & Estate Planning 
Probate | Elder Law

Family Law | Guardianship

Personal Injury | Auto Accidents

Download 
Your Free 

Guide

COVID-19 has unfortunately taught us 
many lessons about preparing for the 
unexpected.  Sadly, this means 
contemplating illness, incapacitation 
or even death.  

The best gift you can give your family 
is peace of mind and thoughtful 
planning to ensure that every eventu-
ality is considered, in the event of an 
unexpected crisis.  

Contact us today to get started!
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or need internet service, please reach out to 
your child’s principal to make arrangements. 
Of course, if you experience difficulties con-
tacting your child’s school, you can always 
reach me at dschallheim@aacps.org and I will 
ensure your email reaches staff members 
who can help.

Let’s also clarify that the announcement 
illustrates the worst-case scenario. Dr. Arlot-
to stated during the July 22 Board of Educa-
tion meeting that if the situation improves, 
we could move to a hybrid environment 
before the end of the semester. Additionally, 
we are hoping, and frankly I am expecting, 
that we’ll invite small groups of our most 
vulnerable students for limited in-person 
instruction on a voluntary basis — including 
those with special needs, English language 
learners, and CAT North and CAT South 
students — to mitigate against further wid-
ening of gaps and to fulfill aspects of IEPs 
(individualized education programs) that are 
difficult to conduct virtually, such as occupa-
tional therapy and physical therapy.

So just how do we move from an all-virtual 
environment to our students returning to 
school buildings? That decision rests in all 
our hands. Remember that ‘80s Smokey the 
Bear ad that stated, “Only you can prevent 
forest fires?” I think this is a great analogy 
for the COVID-19 pandemic. If we, that’s all 

of us, follow Governor Hogan’s orders to wear 
masks (over both your nose and mouth), and 
practice social distancing and frequent hand-
washing, we will return to school buildings 
quicker than if we disregard the rules.

If we all do our part, our local and state 
trends for new positive cases, hospitaliza-
tions, and deaths will decline and our stu-
dents’ education will begin to look as it did 
last February. It won’t be a light switch. The 
next step after an all-virtual environment 
will be to implement a hybrid model, again 
with the safety of our students and teachers 
as the highest priority. Please continue to 
reach out with your ideas and concerns by 
emailing dschallheim@aacps.org.

The 2020-2021 School Year
»» Continued from page 14

didn’t know which choice was the right 
one, as though there was a right and 
wrong answer, and without considering 
the wider implications. I talk about big 
picture a lot, because as a theater artist, 
it was always my job to have the overar-
ching vision. It’s what made me valuable 
to companies in crisis because I could 
quickly identify and triage what wasn’t 
working. I called it “big picture,” but the 
more scientific term is full-spectrum 
thinking — the ability to seek patterns 
and clarity outside, across, beyond, 
or maybe even without any boxes or 
categories while resisting false certainty 

and simplistic binary choices.
There is another greater value to 

full-spectrum thinking, because it gives 
us a little distance from the outcome. 
The challenge with binary thinking is 
that it requires winners and losers. No 
one wants to be on the losing team, and 
often we are left with emotional whip-
lash when our heroes become villains, 
our villains become heroes, and it pre-
vents us from processing the complexity 
of people or the comprehensiveness of 
policy. The reality of every decision is 
that what benefits some hurts others, 
and if we don’t have the full picture, the 
full spectrum, we can’t work to mitigate 
the most damage and satisfy the great-
est range of concerns.

I am not asking you to suddenly 
change how you think, but I am asking 
that you try it a little because no one 
is coming to save us; we have to save 
ourselves, and we have the solutions, 
we just don’t know it yet. Much like the 
truth lies somewhere in between what 
he said and what he said, the best solu-
tions, as well as the compassion, and 
ultimately constructive communication 
and change, lie in the in-between spac-
es. Because between black and white 
are not simply shades of gray but all the 
other colors of the spectrum.

The Problem With Binary Thinking
»» Continued from page 14

lives. Anne Arundel County reports that the 
pilot program incurred little to no cost to 
the court system, and it is anticipated that 
the statewide expansion will similarly incur 
minimal expense to the state.

While I have yet to request a therapy dog in 
my cases as an attorney, I can anticipate their 
impact. In my many years of practice, I’ve 
represented children who experienced sexual 
abuse, and also represented parents whose 
children testified against their abuser. Painful 

doesn’t begin to describe it. Such traumatized 
children have already experienced too much; 
we should do everything can do to lessen the 
emotional cost of justice for them. And I can 
relate to the pet consolation effect — all of 
my children, even the ones who prefer cats or 
even guinea pigs, come home to hug our dog 
and tell him about their day. While Midnight 
won’t be accompanying anyone to court — 
he’d have to get up — we all can applaud Lily 
and dogs like her who give solace every day to 
the smallest victims of all.

Therapy Dogs Can Provide Comfort
»» Continued from page 14
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Story and Photos by Colin Murphy

M onths after the coronavirus 
caused the cancellation of spring 
sports, and weeks before the 

Maryland Public Secondary Schools 
Athletic Association postponed the fall 
and winter seasons, the kids were back 
playing the sports they love.

Virtually all of the normally robust 
local team-sports leagues and opportuni-
ties were shortened, modified, downsized 
or otherwise curtailed in response to 
the pandemic, but — for now at least — 
there is local, live-game action.

Severna Park’s 16U summer baseball 
team, usually dubbed the Spartans, 
wasn’t able to play under the Green 
Hornets umbrella this summer, so they 
moved to Severn Athletic Council and 
are playing as the Severn Panthers in the 
Anne Arundel Amateur Baseball Associa-
tion Mickey Mantle League.

Jimmy Miller, a rising junior at Sever-
na Park, has played travel baseball every 
summer since he was 13 and shuddered at 
the thought of going a full year or more 
without baseball.

“It was really important for me (to be 
able to play this summer),” said Miller. 
“When you grow up playing a game, and 

then all of a sudden it’s not there one day 
and there’s nothing you can do about it, 
it’s hard to deal with at first. You get used 
to it, but just the chance to get back on 
the field and play was really fun. It was 
a relief because we didn’t know if we’d 
get back on the field. Last year on JV, 
we lost the county championship in a 
tough game, so it was kind of our revenge 
year. So, when you’re coming back and 

expecting to have a good year, and all 
of a sudden it just vanishes, that was 
really tough.”

The Mickey Mantle league has just 
seven teams, which has concentrated the 
talent and made it even more competitive 
than normal. At a July 29 game at North-
east against the Pasadena Eagles, the 16U 
Severn Panthers essentially played base-
ball as usual, with some modifications.

Players have their temperatures 
checked before taking the field, and they 
remain as socially distant as possible in 
pre-game warmups. Teams use their own 
ball supplies and do not share baseballs. 
The umpires made adjustments, too: the 
home-plate umpire repositioned to call 
strikes from behind the pitcher’s mound, 
and the would-be field umpire stands off 

Living In The Moment: With Spring Sports Lost And Fall Sports In 
Question, High School Student-Athletes Embrace Summer Opportunities

T he Maryland Public Secondary 
Schools Athletic Association 
(MPSSAA) has postponed the 

fall and winter sports seasons until 
at least February 1, 2021, but will 
allow student-athletes to engage in 
practices in the first semester as it 
formulates a competition schedule 
for the second semester.

Superintendent George Arlotto 
has asked Coordinator of Athletics 
Clayton Culp to present him with a 
plan to hold sport-specific practices 
that meet local and state health and 
safety guidelines.

Stay updated by visiting www.
mpssaa.org.

11U Spartans Enjoy Strong Season
By Zach Sparks

The 11U SP Baseball Academy Spar-
tans flashed their skills with the 
bat and the glove this season as 

they finished 23-15-1.
Following an 18-6 win over the Lake 

Shore Gray Sox on July 15, coach Chad 
Moran emphasized that the team 
was playing strong in every phase 
of the game.

“We just tell them to play within 
themselves, play the game within the 
game, and focus on them and good 
things will happen,” he said.

Good things continued to happen for 
the Spartans later that week. The team 
won the HCYP Summer Clash tourna-
ment in Ellicott City over the week-
end of July 18-19. An 8-0 victory over 
the Canes (Virginia Beach) and a 9-8 
nail-biter over AYRA Athletics put the 
Spartans in the final against the state’s 
top-ranked team, the Olney Pirates. Photos by Zach Sparks

The Spartans earned an 18-6 win over the Lake Shore Gray Sox on July 15. »» Continued on page 20

»» Continued on page 23

2020 Fall, Winter 
High School  

Seasons Postponed
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By Colin Murphy

T he ball was teed up on the 40-yard 
line, and Trey Smack took a deter-
mined 10-yard run up to it before 

booting it down the field. It screamed 
off the turf of the rural Tennessee high 
school, arcing across the hot July morn-

ing sky and 
clanging loudly 
into the met-
al scoreboard 
perched above 
the field over 70 
yards away.

Everyone in 
the stadium sat 
up attentively. 
Watching her son 
from the stands, 
Smack’s mother, 
Libby, heard whis-
pers from other 

parents and their boys: He’s the only kid out 
here who can do that.

Smack boomed two more kicks off the 
scoreboard as the collective gaze of hundreds 
of onlookers intensified. His longest kick of 
the morning missed the scoreboard, but it 
traveled an eye-popping 84 yards, a pro-lev-
el distance.

Libby then heard the real question on 
everyone’s minds: Who the (expletive) is 
Trey Smack?

The answer, newly confirmed this sum-
mer, was right before their eyes: Smack is 
one of the nation’s top kicking and punting 
prospects.

That’s the consensus determination of 
top coaches, scouts and instructors who run 
Kohl’s Kicking Camps, the authoritative 
avenue for evaluating high school kick-
ers, punters and long snappers. Smack, a 
rising junior at Severna Park High School, 
competed at his first Kohl’s event in June, 
a regional camp in Philadelphia. Based on a 
charting process involving kickoff distance, 
punting distance and hang time, and field 
goal accuracy ranging from 30 to 56 yards, 
Smack graded as one of the top kickers 
and punters in the mid-Atlantic region. 
He earned entry to Kohl’s’ premier annual 
event in July in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
the invitation-only Kohl’s National Schol-
arship Camp.

The Kohl’s NSC hosts the country’s top 
500 to 600 high school kickers and punters, 
many of whom have been training in their 
specialty for years and all of whom are hop-
ing to land a spot on a college football roster.

A total unknown, Smack crashed the 
party. Out of the approximately 550 best 

kickers and punters in America in all high 
school grade levels, the unofficial results in 
Tennessee placed Smack at No. 2 overall for 
kickoffs, tied for No. 4 overall for field goals 
and No. 20 for punts.

The standout performances over a six-
week span have Smack, who played his first 
football season in the fall of 2019, at the 
front of the line for heavy college recruit-
ment this fall, almost before he knew how 
much ability he had. Hitting the scoreboard 
was his opening act, sending a buzz through 
the camp and announcing his arrival on the 
national scene.

“Right as I kicked it, I honestly didn’t hear 

much, I was so focused,” Smack said. “But 
after I kicked, some kids were like, asking 
who I was and looking around for me. I was 
just like, ‘Uh, I’m right here.’ It got a lot of 
attention.”

Smack will get that attention from college 
programs this fall even though his foray into 
football came less than a year ago.

An exceptional all-around athlete, Smack 
grew up playing soccer since age 3 and la-
crosse since age 8. 

With his natural athleticism and strength, 
Smack improved quickly. He took over 
kicking duties for the varsity Falcons last 
fall and was able to drive the ball on kickoffs 

and convert extra points and field goals 
with consistency. He excelled in the punting 
game, earning first-team All-County honors 
as a punter.

Still, Smack needed to refine his skills and 
harness his power. Before long, he benefitted 
from a uniquely local opportunity to do so 
when the father of a Crabs Lacrosse team-
mate introduced Smack to former Ravens 
kicker Matt Stover. 

“It was awesome meeting Matt. He liter-
ally changed my whole entire form, just like 
that,” Smack said, snapping his fingers.

Read the full story at www.severna-
parkvoice.com.

By Colin Murphy

Among the many lost spring sea-
sons was that of the Severna Park 
JV girls lacrosse team, which was 

loaded with talent and prepared for a 
strong season.

The Falcons instilled coach Annie 
Houghton with great confidence in their 
limited time together in early March.

“Tryouts were intense this year due to a 
large and very skilled freshman class,” said 
Houghton. “The 2020 JV team rostered 26 
players, 21 of which were freshmen. We 
were able to play two scrimmages against 
Bryn Mawr and Roland Park Country 
School, both in Baltimore. The team 
showed strong in each game, winning 
both. I’m happy that we were able see them 
play together and that they connected so 

quickly. As a coach, that is a wonderful 
thing to see so early in the season. From 
what I saw in those scrimmages, it was 
going to be another promising season.”

The team comprised players Madison 
Holden (D), Abigail Goodman (D), Stella 
Bordone (A), Flynn Prengaman (M), 
Regan McDonnell (M), Julia DiMarsi-
co (D/M), Lola Blumenberg (D), Emma 
Boyle (D), Emalynn Kline (D/M), Ada 
Mutch (G), Sophia Bordone (D), Molly 
Goeller (M/A), Mia Putzi (A), Annalise 
Frey (D), Abby Kavanagh (A), Abigail 
Snowden (M/A), Zoe Day (M), Bridget 
Riddle (D), Lily Spilker (D/M), Maggie 
Mullervy (D/M), Megan DeFeo (D), Sa-
mantha Koppe (M), Isabella Joyce (A), 
Katie Griffith (A), Olivia Tramontana 
(M/D) and Emily Prensky (A).

Houghton noted the contributions of 
returning sophomore leaders Day, Di-
Marsico, Prengaman, Putzi and Riddle, 
all of whom played an integral role in the 
Falcons’ 11-0-1 campaign in 2019. Putzi 
and Riddle were selected to serve as team 
captains this spring and “would have been 
instrumental in leading the team on both 
the offensive and defensive ends of the 
field,” said Houghton.

Despite a lost 2020 season, Houghton 
knows the Falcons will continue to make 
progress toward their goals.

“I know our girls will continue to work 
hard in the offseason, and we’ll return 
stronger than ever in 2021,” Houghton 
said. “We’ll just have to wait another year 
to have a run at the first JV county cham-
pionship title.”

Falcon JV Girls Lacrosse Primed For Continued Success

With 21 freshmen on the roster in 2020, the Severna Park High School JV girls lacrosse team was loaded with talent.

Rising Elite: How Trey Smack Became One Of America’s Top Prospects
Severna Park’s Trey Smack has played only one season of organized football as a kicker and punter, but with tutelage from an all-time NFL great 
and a pair of breakout performances at camps this summer, he’s now on the radar of every major college football program in the country.

Trey Smack
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Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday 8:00 am to 5:30 pm  •  Sunday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD        410-544-9009

Thank You Severna Park For Voting
Us Best Car Wash 10 YEARS in a ROW!

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 Auto
Detailing

“Make your car NEW again!”
CALL TO SCHEDULE

410-544-9009

• Interior
Detailing
• Exterior
Detailing

• Hand Waxes
• Headlight 
Restoration

• Carpet Shampoo
• Scratch Removal

Cleaning Up America...

One Car at a Time!

Keep Your Car Shiny, Clean & 
Spot Free with an Exterior 

Car Wash Memberships 

$2995
Takes 5 Minutes, Stay In Your Car!

per month

Clean, Dry, Shiny, Fast!
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Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12

indiancreekschool.org/planning-for-2020-21

LEARNING TOGETHER: EXCELLENT ACADEMICS AND STRONG CONNECTIONS

SAFETY
Indian Creek has created a plan to ensure a safe 

and vibrant return to school.

PERSONALIZED LEARNING
Indian Creek teachers know each child and family. 

Every child is supported and challenged.

A DIVERSE & INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY IN 
WHICH CHARACTER MATTERS

Indian Creek is diverse community of learners in which 
all are known, valued, respected, and affirmed. 

ENGAGED LEARNING - IN ANY FORMAT
From our innovative schedule, to our robust curriculum, 
Indian Creek students experience a world-class educa-

tion, taught by dedicated, highly-skilled  faculty. 

All students will experience a robust academic program, 
steeped in strong student-teacher and student-student 
connections,  whether they choose to learn on campus 

or at home throughout the 2020-21 school year.

We invite you to learn more about the opportunities 
that Indian Creek can provide for your family this year:

In seven innings, the SP Baseball 
Academy Spartans pulled out the 
12-11 win.

The team excelled in tournament 
play this summer. They won the 
11-team STATS Veterans Tribute 
tournament in Elkton, Maryland, 
against teams from Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, Delaware and Mary-
land. The Spartans were runners-up 
in the eight-team STATS Spring 
Shootout tournament, also in 
Elkton, losing the championship 
to Pennsylvania-based 3 Up 3 
Down. The Severna Park 11U team 
also went 4-0 in pool play during 
the Fruitland End of June Sizzler 
tournament, making it to the 
semifinals.

The Spartans are Caleb Murf-
ield, Jonah Lucas, Conrad 
Maillard, Alex Merlino, Logan 
Moran, Cooper Mengel, Andy 
Blanck, Logan Clarke, Jonah 
Downey, Brett Hudson, Silas 
Lane, Easton O’Brien and Fletch-
er Warner. They are coached by 
Chad Moran, Jeff Mengel, Eric 
Clarke and Cory Hudson.

»» Continued from page 17

11U Spartans Enjoy Strong Season
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Kat Esposito
Severna Park Field Hockey 

By Diane Lewis

S ince Kat Esposito is one of only four seniors 
on the Severna Park High School varsity field 
hockey team, she knew that her role on this year’s 

team would need to carry more weight, even before 
COVID-19 arrived.

She willingly took on an even more significant lead-
ership role because the virus was disturbing regular 
activities. Her efforts encouraging individual players 
to stay in touch via social media during isolation 
were crucial.

Esposito’s continued commitment to keep conver-
sation ongoing between players not only boosted the 
team’s morale, but it also enabled the athletes to stay 
focused and keep strategizing, despite an uncertainty 
of when or whether they would be able to play at all.

“I have a lot of praise for her focus and love of field 
hockey,” said Shannon Garden, head coach for Severna 
Park High School’s varsity field hockey team.

“Kat originally joined the field hockey team in her 
sophomore year as a junior varsity player,” Garden 
said. “After a day of playing, however, it was obvious 
that she should be immediately elevated to the varsity 

level. Since then she has steadily continued to improve 
her skills.”

Esposito was an All-County selection last year as 
a junior and scored the winning goal in the 4A state 
championship game against Dulaney on November 9, 
2019. Despite her success, she is a modest and humble 

athlete, according to Garden.
“Kat doesn’t speak a lot and she’s not a show-off; she 

is a silent and determined player, but you can see the 
competitiveness in her eyes,” Garden said. “She leads 
by example and actions. The younger players in partic-
ular really admire her.”

Although Garden is currently staying in Delaware 
during the coronavirus shutdown, she was impressed 
with how Esposito helped orchestrate seven-on-seven 
games this year.

“I was able to watch a few of these matches from afar 
and I was so impressed with how she led her team both 
on the field and on the sidelines,” Garden said.

Esposito said she “wanted to make sure all of the 
players stayed safe and lined them up along the side-
lines so they could maintain a social distancing space 
of 6 feet between them.”

Promoting safety and mental health is also an 
important goal for Esposito. She participated in last 
year’s school community service that focused on 
suicide awareness prevention. This year, she would like 
to spread awareness about mental illness, especially 
during the COVID-19 outbreak when many people are 
feeling isolated and depressed.

“I just think it is important to break the stigma sur-
rounding it,” Esposito said.

MATT WYBLE 
TEAM LEADER

PRESIDENT

125 Homes & $50M+ SOLD in 2020 YTD
#1 CENTURY 21 Team in Maryland
Top 25 CENTURY 21 Team in USA

833.MWTEAM1  (833.698.3261)

Student-Athlete of the Month
Proudly Sponsored by The Matt Wyble Team of CENTURY 21 New Millennium

Je parle françaisJe parle français

TheMattWybleTeam.com  |  info@themattwybleteam.com

Je parle françaisJe parle français

Student-Athlete of the Month

In partnership with The Matt Wyble Team of Century 21, the Voice’s Student-Athlete of the Month series recognizes the many student-athletes in our area who make an impact not necessarily by way of 
statistics or stardom, but by their unique contributions. Contact Zach Sparks at zach@severnaparkvoice.com to nominate a young person in our community making a positive impact through sports.

Kat Esposito was an All-County selection last year 
as a junior and scored the winning goal in the 4A 
state championship game against Dulaney on 
November 9, 2019.

Register now for Summer Camp! 
Also available - Court Rentals and BDay Parties
Starting in September - Futsal Registration

SportsCenter
BENFIELD

. 41 100

www.benfieldsc.com  |  410-987-5100

Your Local “Go-To” Sportscenter
Security
training
academy

443-702-7891

AHA CPR 
CLASSES
PET CPR 
CLASSES
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CaR aCCiDent?
Turn to Frank & Bill’s to
take care of your auto

repair needs!

[3368]
410-255-Dent

Visit our website to see our work!
FrankandBills.com

Docksiders Gymnastics

410-987-8780  •  216 Najoles Rd, Millersville, MD 21108

Register for
Fall Session
Monday, August 10th
Beginning at 12 noon
Session I will begin
August 31st and run
until November 7th

For more than 70 years, The Bank of Glen Burnie® has helped residents of Anne Arundel County 
turn dreams into reality. We’ve built lasting relationships based on trust, stability and community 
involvement. Locally owned and operated, we have a personal stake in the communities we serve.

Whether opening a checking or savings account, buying a new car or home, or even starting your 
own local business, we offer a full range of banking products designed to meet your unique financial 
needs.

We offer big bank options, with local, personalized customer service. Stop by your local branch today 
to see for yourself what community banking means. 

BofGB.com | 410-766-3300

®

Bank Smart. Bank Local.

All loans subject to credit approval. 
Consult a loan officer for complete 

details. All interest rates, terms and fees 
subject to change at any time.

Glen Burnie   |   Crownsville   |   Linthicum   |   New Cut   |   Odenton   |   Riviera Beach   |   Severn   |   Severna Park

Let the
sunshine in
Malibu Window 

Cleaning
Residential

410-263-1910
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SolutionS to Fit
Your BuSineSS

570 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd. • Severna Park, MD 21146
410.647.7777 • www.gardinerappelgroup.com

410-987-8300  | 401 Headquarters Drive, Millersville, MD 21108
MillersvilleAH@Gmail.com | MillersvilleAnimalHospital.com

 facebook.com/MillersvilleAnimalHospital   @millersvilleanimalhospital

Where Pets
Are Family!

Now Welcoming
New Clients

in foul territory away from players on 
the field.

Dave Ferris, who coaches the team ev-
ery summer along with Jim Christy and 
Joe Zimmerman, said he’s glad the JV 
players who will be moving up to varsity 
in the next year or two are getting their 
reps this summer. That’s not the case for 
many upperclassmen and current varsity 
players, many of whom would have played 
on the always competitive Severna Park 
Post 175 team this summer; the American 
Legion league season was canceled.

“It’s great for the kids. Kids were 
scrambling to find somewhere to play,” 
said Ferris. “There’s a lot of Severna Park 
kids who are not playing at all.”

Severna Park’s field hockey players are 
playing the seven-on-seven county league 
they would normally play in during the 
summers. Rising senior Kat Esposi-
to, who scored the winning goal in the 
Falcons’ state-championship victory last 
fall, said the players have realistic expec-
tations that a typical fall season probably 
won’t happen, so they’re embracing the 
here-and-now.

“It’s been really great to see the team 
and get to bond with them throughout 
conditioning and summer league,” said 
Esposito. “It will be disappointing when 

the season’s cancelled, but I’m happy I get 
to see them now. It will probably be the 
safest option for the season to be can-
celed, and I think that’s more important 
than us playing field hockey, as disap-
pointing as that is. But, I’m very happy 
that we’re here now, playing now. I’m just 
trying to focus on the moment and not 
look into the future too much.”

While Esposito is verbally commit-
ted to play field hockey at Washington 
College, not thinking about the future is 
more difficult for those currently in the 
recruiting process, like teammate and 
rising junior Zoe Day.

“It’s really difficult and stressful,” said 
Day prior to a seven-on-seven game 
against Broadneck on July 29. “I’m trying 
to call coaches and do meetings with 

them since I can’t meet with them in 
person. We’ll find a way to get in contact 
if we really want to. But, it’s difficult 
because I can’t go see campuses either or 
meet the team, so it’s really different.”

Still, Day, who also missed out on la-
crosse with the JV Falcons in the spring, 
is enjoying the chance to play right now.

“It’s so important, this summer,” Day 
said. “Last year our team had such great 
connections, and we bonded so well. It 
was nice to at least have some of that this 
year with the team we have this summer, 
not only meeting the freshmen but get-
ting to know them better and learn their 
styles and how they play, and everyone 
learning each other better.”

Those sentiments were echoed by rising 
Severna Park junior Sofia Espinoza, 

who is playing club soccer this summer 
with Olney Premier Soccer Association. 
Her Olney team has played a handful of 
games since the beginning of July, and 
Espinoza, who aspires to play college 
soccer, said the team has filmed and live-
streamed games and practices to bolster 
her recruiting portfolio.

While she’s enjoying playing now, she 
said the high school season is a special 
type of experience that can’t be replicat-
ed in the summer.

“What I think for all the fall athletes 
is, this is kind of like our identity, it’s 
playing soccer or field hockey or foot-
ball,” Espinoza said. “You kind of grow 
up and you see everyone evolve and 
change throughout the year. The seniors 
this year, I’ve been friends with them for 
years. For them, I would be devastated if 
they lose their senior year, and I wouldn’t 
get to play with them again.”

Still, in the new reality of the world, 
any chance to play is cherished.

“We never know when the COVID cases 
are going to increase and our season will 
be gone,” said Espinoza. “And, if one of 
us gets it, then our whole team and our 
families are at risk. So, it’s very up in the 
air, but I’m just grateful every day I get 
to play my sport. That’s all I want to do, 
is play it.”

Living In The Moment: Student-Athletes Embrace Summer Opportunities
»» Continued from page 17



By Haley Weisgerber

Although students at Anne Arundel 
County public schools will con-
tinue to learn virtually because of 

COVID-19, many private schools will bring 
kids to the classroom this fall.

Private schools are in the unique posi-
tion of having smaller class sizes, carpools 
and the ability to meet all social distanc-
ing guidelines set by the Maryland State 
Department of Education for non-public 
schools and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC.)

Many parents are transferring their 
students to private schools to get their 
education in person.

“Since public schools announced their 
decision to go virtual, we have seen a real 
increase in our enrollment,” said Jamey 
Hein, head of school at St-Martin’s-in-
the-Field Episcopal School. “We have 
been bringing in those families in these 
last few weeks. We were going to have an 
enrollment of about 160; we are looking at 
an enrollment of around 190 to 200 come 
September. Some of our public school fam-
ilies are looking to us to have their child 
educated face to face.”

St. Martin’s students will return to 
the classroom on September 8. Hein said 
the staff has been hard at work design-
ing a plan that meets all state and local 
guidelines. Students will be issued masks 
and will spend as much time outside as 
possible. Students’ temperatures will be 
taken before they enter the building, no 
more than 14 students will be allowed in 
a classroom and Hein is ready to switch to 
virtual learning should the state be put on 
another stay-at-home order.

The Archdiocese of Baltimore issued 
three models for schools to open: in-per-
son with new safety requirements, hybrid 
learning and remote learning.

Under these guidelines, St. John the 
Evangelist School and Monsignor 
Slade Catholic School will reopen to 
students on August 31. Monsignor Slade is 
also offering parents the choice to opt for 
synchronous virtual instruction. Tempera-
ture checks, masks, and hand sanitizing 
stations will be implemented. Each school 
will have signage detailing the mask pol-
icies, directional signs and proper social 
distancing intervals.

Archbishop Spalding High School 
has chosen to adapt the Archdiocese’s 
hybrid model. Students will be split into 
Groups A and B. Group A will attend 
in-person instruction on Monday and 
Tuesday, and Group B will attend in-per-
son instruction on Thursday and Friday. 
Wednesday will be dedicated to enrich-
ment. Students can meet with clubs virtu-
ally, meet with teachers, and attend prayer 
service while the school is being cleaned 
and sanitized.

The Divine Mercy Academy is open-
ing under CDC guidelines. Students will 
wear masks, the school will be disinfected 
each day and social distancing will be 
strictly enforced. When attending mass, 
students will be asked to wipe down their 
pews before and after services. Annapolis 
Area Christian School will also welcome 
students in the fall.

Indian Creek School is planning to 
open on August 26 after deliberating with 
its health and safety task force. Families 

Return To The Classroom:
How COVID-19

Has Affected
Private
Schools

»» Continued on page 26

By Dave Topp

After an unprecedented ending to 
the 2019 school year, the admin-
istration and faculty within the 

Broadneck feeder school system are ready 
to embrace the change of the upcom-
ing semester.

“I think all of our teachers learned a 
lot from the e-learning experience,” said 
Broadneck High School Principal Rachel 
Kennelly. “Now that we’ve had some time 
to really think about it and dive into what 
it looks like and what this should look like 
for this coming year, I think we’re much 
better prepared.”

On July 20, Anne Arundel County Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent George Arlotto 
decided that all county public schools will 
begin the first semester virtually.

“I think the most important piece is 
that we embrace the situation that we are 
in and we make the best out of every-

thing that 
is offered to 
us,” Ken-
nelly said. 
“Our central 
office teams 
and teachers 
have been 
preparing 
hard all 
summer in 
the event 

that this is where we were going to be, and 
now that we know that is where we are go-
ing to be, we are really going to make our 
best effort to make sure that our students 
are given the most authentic learning 
experience possible in these times.”

Kennelly, who takes over for former 
principal Jim Todd, served as assistant 
principal at Broadneck for the previous 

New Broadneck Principals Find 
Consistency Amid Change

John Noon 
Magothy 

River Middle 
School

Rachel 
Kennelly 
Broadneck 

High School

By Emily Allgair

Learning to juggle 
online honors 
classes, prepara-

tion for junior year, and 
varsity baseball amidst 
the ongoing pandemic 
is enough to keep any-
one’s schedule full, but 
the Castleberry twins, 
Tommy and Jack, have 
made sure to give back 
to their community 
during this trying time.

Being engaged volun-
teers with the Balti-
more-based charity 
Sarah’s House since 
2017, Jack and Tommy 
have led school-spon-
sored volunteer proj-
ects, made meals for 
Sarah’s House clients, 
organized game nights 
and even made ginger-

Castleberry Twins Give Back 
Despite Not Being Able To Volunteer

Photo courtesy of Erin Castleberry

Tommy (left) and Jack Castleberry were pictured 
with one of two SUVs that were filled with donations 
for Sarah’s House on July 9, the first of many 
donation drive drop-offs.

»» Continued on page 28

»» Continued on page 26
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WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC
www.orthowright.com

Severna Park 410-544-0072 Chestertown 410-778-0702.

10 Consecutive Years!

THANK YOU For Voting Us Best Orthodontic Practice

410-544-0072
479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203  |  Severna Park, MD 21146

www.orthowright.com

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer 

arly
chool

dinboro

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

Kindergarten Full Day
(Early Admission Option)

Talented & Gifted Programs

NOW REGISTERING 
SUMMER In Progress

FALL Begins September 8

• Childcare Age 2
• Nursery School for Age 3

• Pre-K for Age 4
• Kindergarten for Age 5

• Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

410-544-2476 380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146
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Try 2 Weeks Free!
Kung Fu & Tai Chi for

Self-Defense and Health Defense

Unlimited classes in any of our 
programs. Memberships of 6 
months or more include access to 
our Online Studio with live classes 
and pre-recorded videos.

Visit www.JingYing.org

By Aidann Bacolodan 
Broadneck High Student

As a last hurrah for their senior year, 
Broadneck High School’s finest film-
makers, musicians and actors have 

come together to create one final short film.
Now a Broadneck High School alumnus, 

Paul Cosby was one of the videographers 
along with seniors Garrett and Gavin 
Middleton. Last March, Paul recruited the 
Middletons to aid in shooting his last high 
school motion picture. Paul experimented 
with the concept of a breakup-horror.

“To Kill A Lily” features a character named 
Gavin, a dazed college student struggling 
with a close friend’s death as his budding 
romantic relationship appears to tremble. 
Lily’s passing takes a toll on his sanity and 
mental health. Gavin’s growing guilt deterio-
rates his ability to deal with the effects of her 
untimely departure.

With the use of a Sony A7 III and automat-
ed dialogue replacement, the student-made 
picture exceeded expectations and has been 
nominated as a semifinalist at the Los Ange-
les Independent Film Festival Awards.

Paul claims the production had been 
“mostly for fun” and “very experimental” in 
using new auditory techniques and bringing 
in several students to act as camera opera-
tors. Thanks to a determined crew of talent-

ed students, the film was completed despite 
stormy days and quarantined weeks.

Musician Ezra Geissler and vocalist Layla 
Frank collaborated to bring Paul’s original 
composition to life. In the film, the music 
echoes as Gavin’s story develops. Both 
seniors plan to continue pursuing the arts 
industry in college. Layla will major in the re-
cording arts at Full Sail University in Florida, 
while Ezra is moving onto production and 
performance at Berklee College of Music in 
Boston, Massachusetts.

The main cast consists of three students: 
Paul Cosby as Gavin, Layla Frank as Lily, and 
Katherine Dreiss as Kate. Katherine will 

attend Towson University in the fall.
These soon-to-be undergrads hid beneath 

seemingly mature college students in this 
14-minute flick. The production took six 
camera operators including the Middleton 
twins, who have committed to Towson 
University.

Shooting wrapped up in May, and Paul 
concluded the editing process in June. He 
entered the world of cinematography to tell 
a story. All his films are meant to reminisce 
about high school, though he says “To Kill 
A Lily” has supernatural elements that he’s 
unfortunately never experienced firsthand.

“Recently my films have been kind of 

a landmark and each one represents, in a 
sense, a stage of my life, whether it’s signifi-
cant or not,” Paul shared. “I can definitely tell 
a lot about who I was from watching them 
over again.”

The developing filmmaker plans to major 
in film and digital content at Hussian College 
in Los Angeles.

He hopes his films have inspired other 
young aspiring filmmakers to experiment 
with video as he did in seventh grade. Paul 
feels not many aspiring vloggers or editors 
are aware that cinematography is a path 
students are able to take, even beyond 
12th grade.

The seniors of Broadneck High School 
have endured piles of homework, bruises on 
the turf and a virus. Yet they have witnessed 
four years of countless football wins, un-
controllable laughter at Bruin Blocks and a 
graduating class unlike any other.

There’s no doubt the public will see more 
of the Broadneck Bruins class of ‘20. To 
them, this is only the beginning to a life full 
of accomplished films, big league games, 
original compositions and whatever they 
come up with next.

Watch “To Kill A Lily” with the link www.
filmfreeway.com/tokillalily. To gain access, ask 
for the password from Paul Cosby at paulcos-
byfilms@gmail.com.

Give Me Lilies And Broadneck High School’s Finest

“To Kill A Lily” features Gavin, a dazed college student struggling with a close 
friend’s death as his budding romantic relationship appears to tremble.
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“I am pleased to announce that attorney Nicole T. Livingston is now a partner at Elville and Associates.  Nicole 
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bread houses with the children during 
the holidays.

Operating as a partnership between 
Catholic Charities, the United States 
Army and the Anne Arundel County 
Department of Social Services, Sar-
ah’s House has served families facing 
homelessness since 1987. Since the 
outbreak of COVID-19 in March, Sar-
ah’s House has not only faced diffi-
culties complying with the increasing 
population of those seeking shelter, 
but also the need to adhere to social 
distancing tactics, including staggered 
meal times, the closure of commu-
nal lounges and the restriction of all 
direct volunteer outreach.

“With the pandemic, we knew that 
their problems didn’t just go away, 
and if anything, the problems got 
worse,” said Jack. “We couldn’t go 
visit them, but we wanted to let them 
know that we’re still here for them 
and that we still had the ability to 
help them out.”

After contacting Sarah’s House and 
discovering the exact needs, the boys 
set up an Amazon wish list and start-
ed reaching out to friends, posting 
on social media sites and trying their 

best to bring attention to the increas-
ing need at Sarah’s House. Through 
raising awareness among their Insta-
gram followers and Facebook friends, 
Jack and Tommy were able to deliv-
er $1,300 worth of goods to Sarah’s 
House on July 9, but the need has yet 
to be sufficed.

“As long as they still need things 
delivered and don’t have a consistent 
supply, we don’t see any reason to 
stop organizing collections to give to 
them,” said Tommy.

With help from their parents, Erin 
and Will, and younger sister Kate, the 
Castleberrys have collected 2,400 plas-
tic utensils, 600 disinfectant wipes, 
624 boxes of cereal, 264 fruit cups, and 
264 rolls of toilet paper, approximately 
$2,800 worth of donated goods from 
38 families, both from within the im-
mediate community and from across 
the country, as of late July.

While the boys’ drive of paper 
goods, plasticware, and nonperishable 
food items is in constant need by the 
125 families seeking refuge, Sarah’s 
House is also in need of supplies to 
kickstart their latest project: “Build-
A-Room.” In addition to what can be 
found on the boys’ wish list, Sarah’s 

House is asking for twin-size com-
forters, twin-size linens, pillows, 
towels and washcloths, artificial table 
plants, and inspirational books and 
poems to make their clients’ housing 
feel less institutionalized and more 
therapeutic.

“We’ve certainly had a lot of chal-
lenges,” said Bruce Clopein, the 
volunteer resource manager of Sar-
ah’s House, in regards to the impact 
of COVID-19 on Sarah’s House, “but 
we’re just so encouraged and inspired 
by how the community, and espe-
cially the Castleberry brothers, have 
stepped up.”

Jack and Tommy hope their efforts 
will inspire others to get involved.

“We hope that this drive will make 
people want to go out and volunteer 
like we have been over these past few 
years,” said Jack, “ just because of how 
fun it is and the nice feeling you get 
after you’ve helped out these people.”

To help the Castleberrys’ drive, 
find the Amazon wish list at www.
amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1S0C9QH-
1K7Q3O?ref_=wl_share. To make mon-
etary donations directly to Sarah’s 
House through Catholic Charities, 
visit www.catholiccharities-md.org.

Castleberry Twins Give Back
»» Continued from page 24

will have the option to learn remotely if they 
are not comfortable.

“In order for this plan to be successful, 
we each need to do our part,” said Head of 
School Booth Kyle in a statement. “At Indian 
Creek School, we take care of one another. 
We always have and we always will. This care 
and concern is a hallmark of Indian Creek 
School, and is what we do best.”

On August 3, Severn School announced 
that its administration is moving forward 
with a hybrid reopening model while con-
tinuing to monitor the pandemic. Families 
will be required to sign an acknowledgement 
of the school’s plan and a waiver of liability 
for the school.

Many parents around the nation have also 
turned to a new method of education, called 
“micro-schooling.” A micro-school is an 
at-home approach to the traditional class-
room. A teacher might meet a small group of 
children in a spare room at someone’s house, 
for example.

According to the Micro-School Coalition, 
micro-schools establish a more comfortable 
learning environment and individualized 
experiences.

Return To The 
Classroom

»» Continued from page 24
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Troop 339 Life Scout Stewart Mac-
Naughton recently came across a 
staggering statistic: a combined 

2,000 homeless people live in Anne Arun-
del County and Baltimore City.

This, coupled with his own observa-
tions, inspired him to focus his Eagle 
project on a Brooklyn Community United 
Methodist Church program that identifies 
homeless people in need.

“I have friends from Annapolis who 
lived in substandard housing,” said Stew-
art, whose troop is based at Woods Memo-
rial Presbyterian Church. “This isn’t the 
same, but I still want to make a difference 
for shelter for those in need.”

Stewart worked with Brooklyn Com-
munity United Methodist Church’s senior 
pastor, Sonia King, to identify the need for 
tents. He is now collecting and cleaning 
used tents for people living in homeless 
camps in Anne Arundel County and south 
Baltimore City. Stewart is also seeking 
funds to buy tarps to serve as ground 
cloths, replacement rain flies, paracords to 
replace tent poles, and zippers or grom-
mets for otherwise useable tents.

As of August 1, he had collected 30 
tents. To donate a tent, email troop339.
tentdrive@gmail.com. Stewart is will pick 
up tents, even damaged tents, which can 

be salvaged for screen, fabric and poles.
Monetary donations can be made by 

visiting www.gofundme.com and searching 
for “Tent Drive for the Homeless, near 
Baltimore MD.”

“I am eager to continue my project and 
to help those in need,” Stewart wrote on 
his GoFundMe page. “I feel bad for our 
community neighbors needing emergency 
shelter. I want to help.”

Life Scout Collects Tents For Homeless Population

Stewart MacNaughton is working with Brooklyn Community United Methodist 
Church to identify homeless camps in need of tents.

four years. Todd was promoted to director 
of school performance with the central 
office for Anne Arundel County Pub-
lic Schools.

Broadneck High School is not the only 
school welcoming a new principal this fall. 
At Magothy River Middle School, John 
Noon steps in as principal after six years 
at Broadneck Elementary in the same 
role. He fills a position formerly held by 
Nuria Williams, who was promoted to the 
AACPS central office.

“Going to Magothy, having been at 
Broadneck, I’ll know the students,” Noon 
said. “In some instances, I will have 
known them since they were 5 years 
old. When they were kindergarteners 
at Broadneck, and now, I will see them 
through eighth grade. It was sort of a 
perfect situation for me.”

With so much uncertainty as it pertains 
to how schools will operate amid the 
COVID-19 crisis, both Kennelly and Noon 
expressed their confidence in providing a 
consistent presence for the students.

“Especially during these times, I think 
we’re going to be able to provide a level 
of consistency,” said Kennelly. “With 
the times that we’re living in right now, 
it will be an ease for our community to 
have somebody that they are already 
familiar with.”

At Broadneck Elementary, Noon said 
his staff focused on helping students 
develop their social skills to interact in 
positive and appropriate ways. He hopes 
to bring that same focus to Magothy River 
Middle School.

“Especially in a world where technology 
is changing and it’s changing the way peo-
ple interact,” Noon said, “[we’re] making 
sure the kids are evolving. The adults are 
evolving in their supervision of that tech-
nology, while the kids are probably a step 
ahead of us with some of the technology 
and how they interact.”

Noon hopes teachers will be cleared 
to lead virtual school lessons from their 
classroom, providing that extra bit of 
realness for students as they prepare to 
learn in a new environment.

“I’m just very excited. I know that 
there are a lot of questions surrounding 
the coming school year and I know that 
those questions are going to start to be 
answered in the coming weeks,” Kennelly 
added. “I hope that the community as a 
whole is ready to embrace this because we 
certainly are and we’re looking forward 
to a great school year, even though it 
will be a very different one than we are 
all used to.”

New Broadneck 
Principals

»» Continued from page 24

By Alyson Kay

Archbishop Spalding High School 
student Lauren Lombardo has turned 
her sewing hobby into a way to make a 

little bit of money while providing masks to 
her community.

She began sewing in middle school.
“I got a sewing machine in seventh grade 

because I took a class in middle school called 
Project Runway,” Lauren said.

She was inspired to use her skills to make 
masks after watching her mother try to buy 
masks online and after she observed that 

the masks could be made using a sew-
ing machine.

“I started trying to make them then and 
just sold them to people in my neighbor-
hood, and then it kind of just went on from 
there,” Lauren noted.

Lauren works out of her home. She mostly 
works by herself, but her mother helps by 
cutting the fabric. They get the thread online 
and fabric from local craft stores, such as 
Hobby Lobby.

Lauren’s masks even attracted attention 
outside of Severna Park after a family friend 

tagged her in a photo on Instagram.
“The farthest away I’ve sold my masks is to 

a woman in North Carolina who saw one of 
my family friend’s posts,” Lauren said.

As of early August, Lauren had sold 
between 50 and 100 masks. She intends to 
donate 50 more to Spalding staff for ser-
vice hours.

“It’s nice to be able to make it for people in 
my community,” Lauren said.

Sewing will also help with her education.
“It’s kind of been nice to make money and 

save up because next year will be my senior 
year and then I’ll need money for college, 
so it’s nice to be able to start making some 
money to save up for later,” Lauren said.

She also enjoys the variety of designs 
she can make.

“We have a lot of floral prints and a bunch 
of bright colors,” Lauren said. “I like how you 
can design your mask and pick out what you 
want, because since we’re going to need to 
wear masks so often, it’s kind of nice to show 
your own style with a mask.”

Design pictures are available at Lauren’s 
Instagram page, @laurenldesign. Masks are 
reversible and machine washable. Child-
sized masks are available for $8 and adult-
sized masks are available for $10.

Spalding Student Starts Mask-Making Project

Left to Right: Lauren Lombardo modeled one of her masks at her Severna Park 
home. Police officer Shane McComas wore one of Lauren’s masks at the Arlington 
Police Department and Jennifer Regala showed off one of Lauren’s floral-
patterned masks at Chartwell Golf and Country Club.
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By Shelley Mahoney

A stylish new gallery is open in the 
Annapolis arts district. Gallery 57 
West, featuring “a fusion of the arts,” 

opened August 1. Twenty-five artists from 
the Annapolis Arts Alliance (AAA) will have 
their works displayed in the sleek, mod-
ern facility.

After five years of “pop-up shops” around 
Annapolis, the AAA is excited for a perma-
nent, year-round location.

“The artists in the Annapolis Arts 
Alliance have always wanted a per-
manent home, so when the oppor-
tunity of taking over the Whitehall 
Gallery on West Street arose, we 
wanted to jump on it,” said Audrey 
Lee, an AAA board member and one 
of the original gallery artists.

Lee, a Severna Park native who 
specializes in watercolor and oil 
paintings, coordinated the gal-
lery buildout.

The building is a “mix of modern 
and historic styling” that includes 
contemporary fixtures, sleek flooring, 
and ethereal greys and maritime blues.

The goal is to provide a collective voice for 
all the arts, according to a press release by 
the Annapolis Arts Alliance.

Just as the building features a mix of 

styles, so will the art collection.
“We will have something for everyone,” 

Lee said enthusiastically. “Oil/acrylic and 
watercolor paintings, along with photogra-
phy, ceramics, jewelry, fused glass, textiles, 
collage and weaving.”

Gallery 57 West will be open from 
11:00am-7:00pm, Wednesday through 
Monday. For more information on Gallery 57 
West, visit www.gallery57west.com.

Park Native Helps Open 
New Art Gallery

Audrey Lee will showcase her watercolor and oil paintings at Gallery 57 West.

Dining Out
Satisfying Severna Park Treats

By Mary Cobbler

You know you’ve reached the pin-
nacle of success in life when you 
get paid to eat cheesecake.

I could officially say I was “living 
the dream” one August weekend as I 
taste-tested sweets from Severna Park’s 
premier bakeries to discover who offers 
the gooiest, most tantalizing and most 
decadent desserts in town (the sacrific-
es I make for you, dear reader).

Cakes and Confections Bakery Cafe, 
Lisa’s Cakepops and Kirsten’s Cakery 

all offer some of the best desserts you 
can find in Severna Park (and proba-
bly well beyond). I ordered a plethora 
of glistening sugary confections to 
take home and called on a few din-
ing companions for help reviewing 
these treats.

Cake pops, macaroons, cupcakes, 
cheesecake, cookies, brownies, tarts, 
truffles and crumb cakes were all on 
the mouthwatering menu. I cheerfully 
damned my diet and dug in.

Photos by Mary Cobbler

Above: Kirsten’s Cakery is known for its cupcakes, truffles and macaroons. 
Below: At Cakes and Confections Bakery Café, the most popular cake is the 
vanilla raspberry (far right). With rich buttercream icing covering a vanilla 
cake with raspberry swirled within, it’s a winner.

»» Continued on page 34
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 facebook.com/severnaparkvoice
 @SPVoice

Looking for A greAt 
pLAce to dine?

Let the Voice help you decide!

In September, 
the Severna Park 
Voice will publish 
a special Dining 
Guide, featuring 
all your favorite 

restaurants in Anne 
Arundel County. 
There will also be 

plenty of discounts, 
deals and coupons 

included.

By Haley Weisgerber

D uring quarantine, Severna Park 
High School rising senior Sydney 
Mudd put her unique woodwork-

ing skills to use while honoring the 
Severn River, the waterway that has been 
home to her family for years.

Mudd started woodworking two years 
ago when her father taught her how to 
use the family’s household power tools. 
Her first project was an outline of Lake 
George in New York state, where her 
family spends their summers. After 
giving one piece as a gift, Mudd was 
encouraged by friends and family to 
sell the projects, and they sold out 
in one day.

This summer, Mudd was not able to 
take her projects to Lake George, so she 
switched her focus to the Severn River.

“I think it’s really pretty the way the 
designs work out,” said Mudd. “Lakes and 
rivers always have their unique shapes. 
The Severn River just fits perfectly on the 

piece of wood and I can map out all of the 
pathways.”

Mudd started with a large map of 
the Chesapeake Bay and a cutout of the 

Severn River. She then traced the outline 
of the river on a 24-by-20-inch piece of 
wood and used a router to cut out the 
river. She used a low-grain palm sander 
to sand the wood and a coarse piece of 
sandpaper to tidy up the smaller details 
from the cut.

“I do it step by step,” explained Mudd. 
“So, I’ll trace all eight, route all eight, and 
then I’ll sand and paint all eight. It’s kind 
of hard to tell how long it takes to make 
them over time. If I were to estimate, I 
would probably say about eight hours.”

Mudd said that a lot of detail work goes 
into the art and she even provides each 
buyer with command strips and bum-

pers to keep the art parallel to the wall 
after mounting.

“I know that buying something from a 
17-year-old is a little risky and I’ve only 
been doing this for three years, but I try 
to make it look professional,” said Mudd.

Mudd began to sell her projects on 
Facebook in July and sold six out of eight 
in the first week. She will continue to 
sell her projects this year to save money 
for college.

“I don’t know if I’ll make a career out of 
this professionally, but I’d like to contin-
ue doing it to make money for college,” 
said Mudd. “It’s also difficult to find jobs 
this summer because of the coronavirus, 
so this is just a way for me to have my 
own small business.”

Mudd said her father is excited to see 
her using the skills that he taught her.

“He’s really proud,” said Mudd. “I think 
it’s really great for him to see his art 
skills passed on to me so that I can honor 
Lake George, that means so much to us, 
and the Severn River, which is important 
to our family and the community.”

Though she has no definitive plans, 
Mudd would eventually like to start mak-
ing custom designs and customs stains. 
She is also hoping to create Magothy 
River projects.

Student Celebrates Severn River With Artwork
Sydney Mudd has taken 
up woodworking as a 
hobby and also as a 
means to save for 
college. Buyers have the 
choice of honey, English 
chestnut, and antique 
walnut stain when 
purchasing. Sydney’s 
father taught her to use 
the woodworking tools, 
but she designed these 
pieces on her own.

By Audrey Ruppert

“The Old Guard” has proven that 
a film can be a box office smash 
without even reaching the box 

office. Released directly to Netflix, the film 
was viewed 72 million times in its first four 
weeks — and for good reason. “The Old 
Guard” is everything a good action movie 
should be: it has slick and engaging fight 
scenes, characters you can get behind and 
root for, and a story that’s believable (a 
rarity in action films these days).

Charlize Theron plays “Andy” (her full 
name is Andromache), an immortal woman 
who is thousands of years old and has 
fought in wars throughout history. When-
ever she dies, she heals and comes back to 
life. Over the centuries, she has met and 
assembled a group of others like her. When 
a pharmaceutical executive learns of their 
existence, he is determined to capture them 
and perform tests until he can discover 
what makes them immortal, so that he can 
create drugs that will prolong life. Mean-
while, Andy and her crew of three other 
immortals discovers a new immortal in 
Afghanistan — an American Marine who 
recently was “killed.” What follows makes 
for a great action film: twists and turns, 
camaraderie and betrayal, and fight scenes 
that include guns, knives, swords, fists and 
even a halberd.

I was surprised to learn this is considered 
a “superhero” movie, as it sets itself apart 
from the genre. There’s no over-the-top gad-
gets, secret organizations, silly acronyms, 
or cartoonish caricatures of good and evil.

The concept of immortality and constant 
rebirth is nothing new — the last itera-
tion of this plot was Tom Cruise’s “Edge of 
Tomorrow” — but “The Old Guard” doesn’t 
feel recycled or contrived. We are given 
interesting characters.

Read the full review at www.severna-
parkvoice.com.

Netflix’s “The Old Guard” Is A Fresh 
Take On The Superhero Genre

Photos courtesy of Netflix/Aimee Spinks

In “The Old Guard,” Charlize Theron 
plays Andy, an immortal woman who is 
thousands of years old and has fought 
in wars throughout history.
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A private yacht and beach club located 
just two miles northwest of the 

Chesapeake Bay Bridge; nestled between 
the Bay Bridge and the Magothy River. 
 
For direct access to boating on the 
Bay and leisurely activities, as well 
as boatel storage and wet slips.
 

410-757-8000
james.podpoint@gmail.com

2116 Bay Front Terrace, 
Annapolis, MD 21409
www.podickorypoint.com

Annapolis’ Best Kept Secret!
Your Scenic Gateway To the Chesapeake BayFollow Us On Facebook & Instagram

Bring in this coupon for a

FREE
Double Blade Cigar Cutter

One per customer.
Expires August 31, 2020.

Our large, well stocked humidor has all the 
best brands of cigars, and accessory needs!

We have the areas largest INDOOR 
Smoking Lounge complete with leather 

couches and 2 big screen TVs on 
which we watch all the big games!

487 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD 21146

4 1 0 - 3 1 5 - 8 1 1 8

Spring Arbor of Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146

Senior Assisted Living Memory Care

www.springarborliving.com

Spring Arbor of
Severna Park provides 

peace of mind by
offering Assisted

Living and Memory 
Care short term stays.

Our daily rate covers
all services and

amentities including 
freshly prepared meals, 

social events and
outings, 24-hour care 
staff and much more!

Call us today
to schedule

a tour
or for more
information. 

410-544-7774

Becuase it’s 
how you live 
that matters
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   A peaceful and compassionate 
physical therapy practice.  Patients 
will feel continually empowered and 
energized with personal attention, 
education, and hands on treatment. 

   We treat all orthopedic and 
musculoskeletal injuries and specialize 
in abdominal, pelvic, bowel and bladder 
impairments, prenatal and postpartum 
rehab and sexual dysfunction. 

Erica Adams, PT, DPT, CKTP
8268 Veterans Hwy, #3 Millersville         410-775-5335

www.blueskywellnesspt.com

Voluntary Benefits Agency that helps businesses 
attract and retain quality employees.

Please reach out directly to hear about possible job opportunities

Matthew Evans - Chief Executive Officer
D: 410.793.4237 | C: 443.463.9799 | F: 410.737.1620

Matthew.Evans@MWEPartnership.com

1344 Ashton Rd. Ste 200
Hanover, MD 21076

www.mwepartnership.com

www.bakersisters.com410-768-7740
8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205, Pasadena, MD 21122

Drs. Jessica and Amanda Baker are delighted to be providing 
quality, gentle, comprehensive dental care to patients in 
their hometown. With twenty-eight years combined dental 
experience, they are happy to treat patients of all ages. Call 
today to set up appointments for you and your family!

Baker Sisters
Family Dental Care

• Same Day Appointments 
   Available

• Small, family owned 
   dental practice

• Many dental insurance 
   plans accepted

• Wide range of dental         
   services provided

• Patients of all ages  
  welcome, including    
  CHILDREN

• Patients treated
  like family

• InvISalIgn
• SaMe day
  croWnS 

It’s fun to browse 
the front count-

er at Cakes and 
Confections with 
its appealing, col-
orful dessert offer-
ings prominently 

displayed. Owner Michael Brown, when 
asked about customers’ favorite cakes, 
quickly pointed to the vanilla raspberry. 
After tasting a sample, I can see why. With 
just a small bite, I immediately tasted the 
buttery vanilla flavor of the buttercream 
icing mixed with the raspberry filling – 
delightful! The best part about this cake is 
it’s not overly sweet, even with the gener-
ous amount of icing; rather, the cake offers 
a balance of thick cream and sweet fruity 
flavor. The rich texture makes it a decadent 
dessert worth returning for.

Brown also provided a slice of key lime 
pie, cookies and a coconut macaroon. I’m 
picky on my chocolate chip cookies. I’ve 
silently judged more than my fair share 
of cookies that taste like they were rolled 
out from a store-bought frozen cookie 
dough (“homemade or bust” is my motto). 
This was a good cookie — soft baked, with 
old-fashioned homemade flavor and large, 
melty chocolate chips. As much as I liked 
the good old chocolate chip cookie, I had 
to admit I liked the coconut macaroon 
even better. It was everything a macaroon 
should be — chewy and toasted to a nice 
brown color on the outside, soft and filled 
with shredded coconut on the inside, and 
dipped in a sweet milk chocolate. In all 
honesty, I prefer dark chocolate to balance 
out some of the sweetness from this cook-
ie, but many people like the milk chocolate 
and will find a satisfying after-dinner 
sweet in this cookie.

Finally, the key lime pie was a creamy, 
tangy dessert topped with whipped cream. 
This is very sweet, so grab some strong 
coffee to pair with it.

Pastry Chef 
Hannah Abell 

at Kirsten’s Cak-
ery’s presented me 
with a gift-worthy 
bounty of goodies, 

including several truffles, macaroons, cup-
cakes and a chunk of pumpkin crumb cake.

The shop closed for six weeks during 
the COVID shutdown, but owner Kirsten 
Klein said business has been booming since 
reopening — and for good reason. The shop 
is pretty and inviting, with mouth-water-
ing smells wafting through the air and 
tantalizing goodies presented beautifully.

My absolute favorite of the bunch was 
the chocolate fudge cupcake topped with 
loads of deep chocolate icing, the definition 

of flavorful and satisfying. I also bought a 
key lime cupcake, which was rich but sweet 
for my taste.

Truffles are always fun, another one of 
those desserts that is so rich and indulgent 
that you really only need a couple of bites 
to feel satisfied and not overwhelmed. The 
chocolate, orange cream, and pumpkin 
were all very moist (it was a tie between the 
moistness of these truffles and the cake-
pops described earlier). A layer of colored 
icing made for a lovely presentation and a 
lot of flavor in a tiny package.

The macaroons were so pretty, we felt 
bad eating them. A blue-colored macaroon 
with vanilla filling, rolled in sprinkles, 
along with a white and brown “smores” 
macaroon, caught the eye of my other 
grandson (who does not have gluten al-
lergies). If you have a serious sweet tooth, 
these two macaroons should be your go-to 
sweets (think marshmallow and frosting 
level sugary, which can hit the spot if you’re 
looking for a sugar rush). The raspberry 
macaroon was my favorite of the three; it 
boasted a layer of tart raspberry jam atop 
a layer of frosting that delivered a one-two 
flavor punch.

The pumpkin crumb cake was the 
epitome of comfort food, like a pumpkin 
spice latte in cake form. It had superbly 
spiced pumpkin cake on the bottom and 
soft coffee cake crumble on top, dusted in 
powdered sugar.

Have you ever 
craved a 

birthday cake 
but there were no 
birthday parties 
on the horizon? 

Cake pops (cake molded into bite-sized 
balls and covered in icing) offer a great way 
to indulge in a little bit of cake (or try a few 
flavors) without purchasing an entire cake. 
Lisa’s Cakepops is a go-to place for cake 
pops in our area. Lisa Edelman Schnei-
dermann and her husband, Glen, own the 
shop. Together they make and decorate 
cake pops that she sells locally and na-
tionally. Lisa provided us a variety of pops 
including salted caramel, red velvet, straw-
berries and cream, “funfetti,” marble and 
double chocolate chip pops, each wrapped 
in cellophane with pretty bows.

All of the pops were moist and dense. 
Each of the cakes coated my mouth with a 
layer of creamy frosting, and the cake was 
so soft I barely had to chew.

COVID restrictions have forced Lisa to 
come up with some creative ideas that have 
been well received. She offers “do it your-
self” kits with the pops, icing and all the 
decorations. She plans to offer a Halloween 
box in the fall, and folks are already getting 
excited about it.

Satisfying Severna Park Treats
»» Continued from page 30

Cakes and
Confections
Bakery Café
341 Ritchie Highway

Lisa’s
Cakepops
836 Ritchie Highway

Kirsten’s
Cakery
541 Baltimore
Annapolis Boulevard
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I’ve had many 
financial conver-
sations with both 

clients and pros-
pects over the past 
several months, and 
it’s been interesting 
to note that many of 
these conversations 
end up in the same 
place, talking about 
the same things. I’d 
like to address the 
top three financial 
questions I’ve been 
asked during this 

pandemic and answer them in light of how 
they could affect your retirement.

What impact will the stimulus have 
on my retirement?

There are two parts to this question. There 
are both short-term and the long-term 
effects. In the short-term, the stimulus has 
been extremely helpful. Look at how the 
market has responded since March! The S&P 
has almost rebounded to pre-COVID prices; 
this is due in large part to the stimulus. 
Let’s hope that anytime you put that many 
trillions into anything, it helps solve the 
problem. It’s not a coincidence that the major 
league sports leagues, to name one exam-
ple, were scheduled to begin at the time the 
original stimulus was going to end. Congress 
was hoping that the real economy could pick 
up where the stimulated economy ended at 
the beginning of August. Even Ben Cardin 
admitted that lawmakers extended the 
CARES Act deadline until August 8 to give 
them more time to negotiate the HEALS Act.

We’ve been waiting with bated breath to 
see what the new program will look like, and 
at the time of this writing, the HEALS Act 
has yet to be announced. My guess will be 
that Congress will announce it at the last 
possible moment.

Is this market rebound real?
This also addresses the second question, 

Top 3 Financial 
Questions I’ve 

Been Asked 
During COVID
Jason LaBarge
Financial Advisor 

and Managing 
Partner 

Premier Planning 
Group

»» Continued on page 38

By Haley Weisgerber

Since Severna Park Rac-
quetball and Fitness Club 
(SPRFC) was founded in 

1981, the staff has been dedicat-
ed to helping members achieve 
their wellness goals.

Originally established solely 
as a racquetball club, SPRFC 
has expanded to include fitness 
equipment, a pool, group 
fitness classes and much more. 
The club’s amenities include 
saunas, steam rooms and whirl-
pools. The club offers child care 
services available for members 
while mom and dad get fit.

“We are really big on being 
an asset to the community and 
helping people live their best 
lives,” said General Manager 
Mike Hallinan, whose family 
took over the club in 2015.

Serving the community is 
an important part of the club’s 
business model. SPRFC recently 

partnered with a local software 
development company, Narly-
code, and raised $1,000 for the 
Maryland Food Bank.

“We try to get our name out 
there and do good things in the 
community,” said Hallinan.

In addition to racquetball and 
wallyball leagues, SPRFC has 
a successful competitive swim 
team, the “Stingrays,” coached 
by Jim Hutcheson. The fitness 
center includes free weights, cir-
cuit training and personal 

training. The club’s instructors 
offer a wide variety of classes 
including Les Mills SPRINT 
and BODYPUMP, SPIN, and a 
myriad of group fitness classes, 
“Senior Solutions” and aquat-
ics classes. As a result of the 
pandemic, SPRFC now offers 
outdoor, virtual and Facebook 
Live classes. Hallinan said that 
the outdoor and virtual classes 
have become popular and the 
club will continue to offer these 
alternatives after the pandemic.

“Some of our clients, no 
matter their age, aren’t really 
comfortable venturing out yet 
and we want to make sure we 
keep our virtual classes going 
for those clients,” said Hallinan.

To keep staff and members 
safe, Hallinan said the club has 
expanded its sanitation and 
cleaning departments. SPRFC 
has reopened according to 

Severna Park Racquetball And Fitness Club
Focuses On Health And Wellness

Jing Ying Institute Paves A Path To Better Health

General Manager Mike Hallinan (right) and SPRFC trainer and 
owner of Narlycode, Mark Gruszecki, raised $1,000 for the 
Maryland Food Bank to help those in need during the pandemic.

Business spotlights

By Zach Sparks

J ing Ying — a Chinese 
expression meaning “best 
of the best.” For 20 years, 

the Jing Ying Institute of Kung 
Fu & Tai Chi has helped both 
adults and children of all ages 
reach their full potential.

The studio opened in 2000, 
with Billy and Nancy Greer be-
coming involved in 2001. After 
learning that the martial arts 
studio was in danger of closing, 
they had to step in. Jing Ying 
had become a mainstay in 
their lives, especially for their 
son, Glen, and daughter, Lane. 
So, the family took a leap of 
faith, keeping Jing Ying’s doors 
open by becoming small-busi-
ness owners.

Since then, they have become 
a visible part of the community. 
Local residents may have seen 
them performing in the Cape 
St. Claire Strawberry Festival 
parade, the Severna Park Inde-
pendence Day parade, and at 
area schools and businesses.

“Being part of the broader 
community and the local com-
munity have always been really 
important to us,” Nancy said. 
“It has always been my goal in 
both my career and personal 
life. From working with the 
developmentally disabled, 
working as an educational 
consultant, volunteering, to 
my current role as owner of the 
Jing Ying Institute of Kung Fu 

»» Continued on page 39

»» Continued on page 38

Nancy and Billy Greer strive to promote Jing Ying’s vision 
to transform lives and build community by providing an 
environment where every student — regardless of age, 
health or fitness level — can achieve their full potential.
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Albrecht Properties &
Home Improvements 410-360-7703 

1215 Oak Harbour Court, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.albrechthomeimprovements.com

Barstow & Sons
Heating & Cooling 410-544-2606

1825 George Avenue, Suite 6, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.barstowhvac.com

Bear Landscaping Inc. 410-969-0669

8116 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.bearlandscaping.com

Cunningham Contracting 410-721-8757

1541 Defense Highway, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.cunninghamcontractinginc.com

Design tops 410-761-6336

435 E. Stiemly Avenue, Glen Burnie, MD 21060
www.designtopsllc.com

Dove remodeling 410-439-5700

8611 Fort Smallwood Road # C, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.doveremodelingservices.com

Hague Quality Water of Maryland 410-757-2992

814 E. College Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21409
www.haguewaterofmd.com

Johnson Lumber Company 410-987-5200

8200 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.johnsonlumber.biz

Landmark roofing 443-223-7453

540 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Suite 3

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.remodelwithlandmark.com

Molly Maid of Central
Anne Arundel County 410-349-8080

1517 Ritchie Highway, Suite 102, Arnold, MD 21012
www.mollymaid.com

Mosquito Squad 877-667-0823

www.mosquitosquad.com

on the Green, Inc. 410-695-0444

PO Box 993, Gambrills, MD 21054
www.onthegreeninc.com

turf & Landscape Management 410-881-6256

8245 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.turfandlandscapemanagement.com

education

Food, Drink & entertainment
Bella napoli
Italian restaurant 410-255-9400

350 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bellanapoli.us

Chick-Fil-A - Severna Park 410-647-6232

511 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.spcfa.com

Donut Shack 410-544-0278

497 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 

Fishpaws
Marketplace 410-647-7363

954 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012
www.fishpawsmarket.com

Garry’s Grill 410-544-0499

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.garrysgrill.com

Goska’s Liquors 410-647-4041

501 Leelyn Drive, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.goskas.com

Harbour Spirits 410-544-6377

527 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.harbourspirits.com

Kirsten’s Cakery 410-431-5005 

541-C Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.kirstenscakery.com

Ledo Pizza – Millersville  410-729-3333

8531 Veterans Highway

Millersville, MD 21108
www.ledopizza.com/store/millersville

Ledo Pizza – Severna Park 410-544-3344 

552-E Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.ledopizza.com/store/severna-park

Port tack Ltd.
Wine & Spirits 410-974-0800

1246 Bay Dale Drive, Arnold, MD 21012
www.porttackltd.com

Severna Park Lanes 410-647-0811

840 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gobowlingsevernapark.com

Severna Park
taphouse 410-793-5759

58 W. Earleigh Heights Road

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparktaphouse.com

Steak ‘n Shake 443-685-3547

8100 Veterans Highway, Millersville, MD 21108
www.steaknshake.com

Chimney Repair 
and Maintenance

WE MAKE CHIMNEYS 
HEALTHY

(410) 571-4244

www.cleansweepaa.com

Locally owned and
operated for over 42 years.

Covering all Angles

Basement Finishing
Custom CaBinetry

Doors & trim
KitChens & Bathrooms

www.vertexcarpentry.com 
443.926.6657

Quality  workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years
 EXTERIOR

Siding | Roofing | Windows 
Doors | Concrete | Repair

Additions | Porches and More! 

WJ Hegarty
“SKIP”

INTERIOR
Kitchens | Baths

Drywall | Painting | Plaster
Repair and More!

NO JOB TOO SMALL

ASK ABOUT OUR 
WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

LICENSED – INSURED 410-721-0633
From our  family to your family for over 30 years

MHIC 
#9961

H O M e  I M P r OV e M e N t S

FREE
Estimates

4 Weeks FREE
Call for details

Child Care & Learning Center. 
Providing care for infants 

through school-age since 2003
2 Carvel Court

Pasadena MD 21122

410-255-0478
www.granniecare.com

MSDE licensed child care center #122871

Pre-Kindergarten 3 through Grade 12 
indiancreekschool.org

410-923-3660 – Pre-K 3 through Grade 8 
410-849-5151 – Grades 9-12

Russell R. DwyeR, Inc.
md Lic 4014 Quality Since 1957

Licensed & Insured, Backflow Certified

• Water Heaters  • Disposals  • Sump Pumps  • Gas & Oil Boilers
 • Sinks & Showers  • Frozen Lines  • Water Main Repairs

• Toilets  • Leaky Faucets & Pipes  • Clogged Drains & Sewer
• Low Water Pressure  • Big or Small Jobs

(410) 647-3030
8377 Jumpers Hole Rd., Millersville, MD 21108

Plumbing & Heating
Problems Fixed Fast

Residential • Commercial
Sales-Service-Installation-Repairs
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Health, Beauty & Fitness 

Baker Sisters Family
Dental Care 410-768-7740

8025 Ritchie Highway, Suite 205, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.bakersisters.com

Hearing Solutions
Audiology Center 410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.hearsolutions.com

Heartlands 410-729-1600

715 Benfield Road, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.heartlandsassistedliving.com

Hospice of the Chesapeake 410-987-2003

90 Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.hospicechesapeake.org

Spring Arbor
of Severna Park 410-544-7774

838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 3

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.springarborliving.com

Wright orthodontics 410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com

retail 
Park Plaza Merchant’s Association

550-582 Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, MD 21146

Partners in Care 410-544-0568

8151-C Ritchie Highway, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.partnersincar.org

Savvy Consignment 410-647-1636

553 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.savvyconsignment.com

Side Street Framers 410-544-9050

558 B Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146 
www.sidestreetframers.com

Services

Arundel Federal 410-544-9600

50 W. McKinsey Road

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.arundelfederal.com

Bank of Glen Burnie 410-766-3300

www.bofgb.com

the David orso team
of Compass real estate 443-372-7171

8 Evergreen Road,Severna Park, MD 21146
www.davidorso.com

Diggs Law 410-244-1189

8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 204

Millersville, MD 21108
www.diggslaw.com

Fellner Legal Services 443-906-0117

485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.flslawyer.com

First Home Mortgage 410-544-5656

231 Najoles Road, Suite 235, Millersville, MD 21108
www.firsthome.com

Frame & Frame
Attorneys at Law 410-255-0373

8562 Fort Smallwood Road

Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frameandframelaw.com

Frank & Bill’s
Auto Collision 410-255-3368

3306 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.frankandbills.com

Gardiner & Appel 410-647-7777

570 Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.gardinerappelgroup.com

the Great American
Car Wash 410-544-9009

825 Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.thegreatamericancarwash.com

Jean Andrews of Long & Foster
real estate, Inc. 410-975-3286

541-B Baltimore-Annapolis Boulevard

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.longandfoster.com/jeanandrews

Moran Insurance 410-544-3422

696 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.moraninsurance.com

Primary residential
Mortgage, Inc. 410-777-8393

489 Ritchie Highway, Suite 202

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.primaryresidentialmortgage.com

Severn Bank 410-544-0800

598 Benfield Road

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnbank.com

Severna Park
Automotive 410-647-8322

499 Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.severnaparkautomotive.com

Smith’s Marina
on the Severn 410-923-3444

529 Ridgely Road

Crownsville, MD 21032
www.smithsmarina.com

VCA Calvert
Veterinary Center 410-360-7297

4100 Mountain Road, Pasadena, MD 21122
www.calvertvet.com

WnAV 410-263-1430

236 Admiral Drive, Annapolis, MD 21401
www.1430wnav.com

Premier
P l a n n i n g  G r o u p

Wealth Management

115 West Street, Suite 400, Annapolis, Maryland 21401
www.premierplanninggroup.com | 443.837.2532

Premier Planning Group is an independent firm with securities offered through Summit 
Brokerage Services, Inc., Member FINRA, SIPC. Jason LaBarge and Premier Planning 

Group, or any of its affiliates, do not represent the federal government, including the SSA.

410-975-0090
www.RutzenEye.com

Jim’s Body shop
410-647-1178

Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

• All work guaranteed for as 
long as you own the vehicle

• FREE estimates

• We accept all insurance

247 Keedy’s Lane   |   Pasadena, MD
Owner - Jim Keedy   |   Fax 410-647-4231
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which is, “Is this market rebound real?” 
Although this money came from the govern-
ment, it’s just as much an economic force as 
anything else, so it is safe to say that the first 
part of this has been real and it has been a 
traditional V-shaped recovery. The second 
part of the answer to the first question is 
in the long-term impacts of the stimulus. 
Believe it or not, the country will get through 
this! Science and technology will prevail!

The lasting impacts of this government 
intervention could last beyond the actual 
virus, however. Anytime a government 
borrows that much money, it has to pay for it 
through increased taxes, increased inflation, 
and/or increased interest rates. What impact 
this borrowing will have in its entirety 
is yet to be determined. My fear for baby 
boomers is that we’ll see a dramatic increase 
in taxes. The tax increase would be specifi-
cally targeted at qualified money. Qualified 
money includes things like IRA, TSP, 401(k) 
and other employer-based retirement plans. 
According to the Investment Company Insti-
tute (ICI), at the end of 2014, U.S. retirement 
assets totaled $24.7 trillion, most of which is 
in qualified money and every penny of which 
has yet to be taxed. Establishing that as a 
target seems logical to me.

What is a W-shaped recovery?
Most investors fear that the market 

will correct again and experience another 
month like March 2020. It’s hard to say what 
the near future holds and none of us can 
predict if another downturn is coming. If 
you’re a Democrat, you’re hoping that if it 
does occur, it happens right at the election. 
If you are a Republican, you’re hoping it 
comes right after the election and Trump 
has won. If you are an American, you hope 
that it doesn’t happen at all, and we can get 
through this without any major problems in 
the future, but none of us knows what the 
future holds.

What we do know is that we can plan for 
inevitable market downturns in the future 
and how to best take advantage of them. The 
S&P is back up since March, which created 
an opportunity, and where there’s chaos, 
there’s opportunity.

For more information about the author, 
Jason LaBarge, visit his website at www.
jasonlabarge.com.

Jason LaBarge, Financial Advisor and Manag-
ing Partner at Premier Planning Group 
115 West Street, Suite 400 Annapolis, MD 21401 
443-837-2531 www.jasonlabarge.com

Securities offered through Cetera Advisor 
Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory 
services offered through Summit Financial Group 
Inc., a registered investment adviser. Summit and 
Cetera are affiliated and under separate ownership 
from any other named entity.
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Please welcome 
our newest 
members 

to the chamber: 
truSeal Asphalt 
Maintenance LLC, 
Severna Park 
Kitchen and Bath, 
Involve your Body 
Holistic Health 
Coaching, Sco-
ville Creative, FX 
Physical Therapy, 

Annapolis College Consulting, Maid 
Healthy Inc., CBS Imaging Solutions and 
Minuteman Press of Crofton.

We are thrilled to see new businesses 
opening! Especially during COVID, the spirit 
is alive and well to start and run a small 
business or nonprofit.

We hear all the time that “small business-
es are the backbone of the economy,” but 
what does that mean? What is so great about 
small business when you can order anything 
you want with a click of a button. Amazon, 
Chewy, and chain stores all offer the conve-
nience of home shopping and delivery at a 
lower cost to you.

But is there really a savings in the long 
run if small businesses are hurt by on-
line shopping?

Small businesses that overcome start-up 
hurdles become major contributors to the 
local economy and that is why they are so 
vital to a healthy economy. They give us jobs, 
desired goods and services, convenience, and 
they keep dollars circulating locally. They 
give donations to fundraisers, they work 
with other businesses to enhance product 
lines, and they are typically neighbors and 
friends who have a vested interest in our 
community, schools and issues.

Because of COVID, our businesses have 
worked quickly to implement ecommerce. 
Almost anything you can buy on Amazon 
you can find at our small businesses. Before 
you click that button on your computer, do a 
search on local businesses to see if they offer 
the products.

Speaking of a new business, we held a 
ribbon cutting celebration for JPAr real 
estate/Maryland Living in Arnold. It was 
a well-attended event and the new location 
in Arnold Station is beautiful. Owners 
Joe Natoli and Greg Fisk are enthusiastic 
and excited about the real estate market 
in Maryland.

Under the new COVID-19 restrictions, we 
are unable to hold our “Open for Business” 
Labor Day parade in September. However, 
if conditions allow, we are already planning 
a wonderful Independence Day celebra-
tion for 2021.

We are happy to announce that on 
September 14, we are holding our annual 

Driving Force for Business golf tourna-
ment at the beautiful Chartwell Golf and 
Country Club. Chartwell has recently been 
recognized as a “Distinguished Club,” one of 
only 94 in the country. This rating reflects 
the excellence of the facilities and services.

We would like to thank our generous 
sponsors, which include Chick-fil-A Sever-
na Park, emerald Financial Partners, 
Lean-on-Dee Senior Care Advocates, 
The Matt Wyble team of Century 21 new 
Millennium, Wilkins Automotive, Gris-
wold Home Care, reliant Management 
Consultant, Consolidated Insurance + 
risk Management, the David orso real 
estate Group, Barranco Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Bernward Con-
struction, Alexander Animal Hospital, 
The MWe Partnership, the Bank of Glen 
Burnie, Landmark roofing and Cedar 
Square Homes.

We still have foursomes and singles 
available, so come on out and play. The 
tournament features specialty hole-in-ones, 
Beat the Pro contest, breakfast, libations, 
a banquet, great prizes and much more. 
Some proceeds will benefit the Severna Park 
Community Center to help cover the cost of 
the new pool.

Please join our chamber! Go to www.
gspacc.com or contact us at 410-647-3900 or 
info@gspacc.com for more information.

Chamber Update
Liz League

CEO
GSPACC

& Tai Chi, it is the common thread that runs 
throughout my life and work.”

Community events have also yielded 
opportunities for Jing Ying to demonstrate 
kung fu’s self-defense and health benefits, 
such as improving flexibility, strength, en-
durance and coordination.

“People assume that kung fu is for fight-
ing, and the emphasis is not really fighting; 
it’s self-defense,” Billy said. “At its heart, 
it’s about learning how to use your body 
properly.”

Billy and Nancy credited tai chi — a type 
of kung fu — with helping one of their 
students lose 70 pounds. Tai chi also builds 
bone density, reduces stress and alleviates 
symptoms of arthritis.

“There’s a myriad of health benefits,” Billy 
said. “I have always said if the health benefits 
of tai chi were available in a pill form, it 
would be the miracle drug of the century.”

Those benefits are available to everyone. 
It’s a myth that kung fu and tai chi are only 
for children.

“Seventy percent of our enrollment is 
adults, and the median age is in the 30s and 
40s,” Billy said, “but we have students, espe-
cially in the tai chi program, in their 80s.”

Nancy and Billy also encourage students to 
be an active part of the community. Through 
Nancy’s efforts, Jing Ying has raised over 
$100,000 in cash to support charities, almost 
two tons of food and clothing, and has do-
nated services to local schools and charities.

When her mother died from severe com-
plications from Alzheimer’s three years ago, 
Nancy made that the new focus of her char-
itable efforts. On the day after her mother’s 
memorial service, she led Jing Ying’s first 
team in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s as they 
became the top fundraising team for Anne 
Arundel County. Since then, the Jing Ying 
team has remained in the top teams, and 
Nancy was also the top individual fundraiser 
in the last walk.

Through an annual silent auction, Jing 
Ying has been a been an advocate of SPAN. 
The Greers also provide an annual self-de-
fense workshop during the Lunar New Year 
to raise funds for organizations such as The 
Bernie House, an Annapolis home for fami-
lies affected by domestic violence.

While community has continued to be on 
the minds of Billy and Nancy since the coro-
navirus pandemic started, so has the health 
of their students. Jing Ying is operating with 
students’ safety as the highest priority. Jing 

Ying started outdoor classes in June, moving 
inside only when the heat or humidity 
are too high or the weather is otherwise 
bad. Students maintain 10 feet of physical 
distance and can work underneath a 32-foot 
shade sail in front of the building.

“We’re not doing any contact training, so 
a lot of the sparring and application drills 
that we practice, we’re not doing that with 
a partner,” Billy said. “But we can do other 
drills focusing on forms and routines.”

Participants can register online, or if they 
feel uncomfortable around other people 
because of the pandemic, they can tune in to 
livestreamed classes.

“Kung fu schools traditionally are or-
ganized like a family and so the idea is 
that when you join that school, you are 
becoming part of a larger family and that 
community,” Billy said. “I think that is part 
of what attracts people to Jing Ying. It is a 
very supportive environment where more 
experienced students are always interested 
in helping the new ones.”

Jing Ying Institute of Kung Fu & Tai Chi is 
located at 1195 Baltimore Annapolis Boule-
vard, #6 in Arnold. For more information, 
visit www.jingying.org, call 410-431-5200, or 
email info@JingYing.org.

Jing Ying Paves A Path To Better Health
»» Continued from page 35
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) and Maryland guidelines. The club 
maintains a healthy supply of hand sanitizer 
and disinfectant, and the team has adopted 
other safety measures including distancing 
fitness machines and establishing a “Sani-
tation Squad.” The squad uses an environ-
mentally friendly biocleaner to wipe down 
machines, and the club is adding a touchless 
disinfection and sanitizing system, which 
will spray the building each night.

Hallinan likes to think of SPRFC as a 
full-service health club. With the addition 
of the Medical Fitness Center, there is now 
a primary care office run by nurse practi-
tioner Deborah Badro within the club. Badro 
offers both sports and annual physicals, flu 
vaccines, disease management, preventive 
care and screening, weight management and 
much more. Nutrition consultant Kate Vance 
is also available onsite to coach members on 
healthy eating and wellness.

“I love to see people transform when they 
come in and live a healthier lifestyle,” said 
Hallinan. “That makes me feel good.”

The Severna Park Racquetball and Fitness 
Club is located at 8514 Veterans Highway 
in Millersville. For more information, call 
410-987-0980, email info@sprfc.com or visit 
www.sprfc.com. Discounted memberships are 
available for first responders and veterans.

SPRFC Focuses
»» Continued from page 35

UM BWMC Named Top Minogue Award Winner

T he Maryland Patient Safety Center 
recently announced that University 
of Maryland Baltimore Washington 

Medical Center is the Minogue Award win-
ner for the 2020 Minogue Awards for Patient 
Safety Innovation. The award-winning 
program was entitled “Implementation of a 
Critical Care Outreach Program.”

Each year, the Maryland Patient Safety 
Center seeks patient safety solutions from 
health care organizations. Ten awards are 
given with the Minogue Award for Patient 
Safety Innovation being recognized as the 
top award.

UM BWMC submitted a project that ad-

dressed the current paradigm of critical ill-
ness. The critical care team typically cares for 
patients shortly before transfer to the Inten-
sive Care Unit (ICU), when a rapid response 
team is activated on admitted patients and 
during the ICU stay. Each year, more patients 
survive ICU admissions, resulting in new 
conditions, increased morbidity and new 
health care needs. The critical care team at 
UM BWMC sought to improve patient out-
comes by strategically utilizing the expertise 
of the interdisciplinary critical care team to 
improve prevention and early recognition of 
organ failure, intervening early for critical 
illness, and improving timely care delivery 

and post-ICU care.
Utilizing Lean Six Sigma methodology 

and a staffing model that included a part-
nership with a dedicated critical care nurse 
and a critical care physician, UM BWMC was 
able to decrease cardiac arrests by 86.2% per 
1,000 patient days. In addition, the hospital 
was able to decrease the number of cases 
requiring central line placements, success-
fully abolishing central line infections and 
reducing MRSA bloodstream infections. 
Pulmonary related, potentially preventable 
complications were decreased by 50% and 
respiratory patient safety indicator rates 
dropped by 74%.
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