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DEFEND TITLES

CHAMPS

The Bruins tennis team won their third straight title on May 24,

scoring 20 points to Churchill’s 19.

e |

Photo by Fincham Photography
Severna Park swept aside Towson 11-4
on May 21 to win the 2025 3A boys

Photo by Dennis McGinley
Savannah Libby (21) scored twice and
quietly led from the midfield in her
team’s girls lacrosse championship win.

lacrosse state championship.
everna Park and Broadneck sports teams not only won state champion-
S ships in May but also cemented their legacies as some of the most impres-
sive squads Maryland has ever seen. The Falcons beat the Towson Gener-
als 11-4 in the Class 3A boys lacrosse final on May 21 to capture the program’s
ninth straight state championship and 14th overall, both Maryland records
across all divisions. On the girls lacrosse side, the Bruins held off Urbana 8-6
on May 22 to win the program’s fifth straight championship in Class 4A.
Broadneck also had another champion. The tennis team took home a third
straight Class 4A trophy on May 24 and had an individual winner, Olivia
Mellynchuk, who reclaimed her girls singles title for the third straight year.
Severna Park’s Brynn Bilnoski capped a stellar tournament by claiming the
girls singles title in Class 3A.
To read more about each team’s accomplishments, flip to page 22.

Celebrating 100 Years Of The Kinder Farmhouse

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

nside a brick house at Kinder Farm
I Park, visitors can examine 1900s

relics: a candlestick telephone, a
hand-crank sewing machine, insulated
milk boxes, an RCA Victrola record
player and other items.

Volunteers from the Friends of Kind-

er Farm Park Historical Society have
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collected and preserved the donated
materials to display them to the public
once a month, because they love histo-
ry. They plan to celebrate that history
and the farmhouse’s 10oth “birthday”
on June 21 from 11:00am-3:00pm. A
rain date is set for June 22.

With the house decked out in patriot
bunting, the event will include children’s
games from the 1930s in the front yard,
photo opportunities with a 1930s era
automobile and farm tractor, two water-
melon eating contests (for ages 5-8 and
9-12), small barnyard toy gifts for chil-
dren, and a birthday cake and cookies.

The event should be fun for visitors
and volunteers alike.

“We’re going to be trying to get the
sewing machine on the front porch so I
can sit in my 1930s dress and show the
kids how people used to sew without elec-
tricity,” said volunteer Janice Hendra.
» Continued on page 8

Photos by Zach Sparks
Henry and Hilda Kinder raised eight children in the farmhouse, which is now open
monthly to visitors who want to learn how daily life has changed since the 1900s.



BEM sune2025

SEVERNA PARK VOICE

Margueritte Mills - Volunteer Of The Month

Every month, the Voice recognizes the good work of a local volunteer to

honor Voice founder and lifelong Severna Park resident Margueritte Mills.

The Margueritte Mills Volunteer of the Month is proudly sponsored by Affordable Outdoor Kitchens.  Affordable Outdoor Kitchens

By Meredith Winter

ears ago, Tim Yar-
brough’s friend and
former colleague

Ed Parker, a runner who
frequently utilized the B&A
Trail, asked Yarbrough to
consider becoming a trail-
blazer, or a volunteer who
helps people out along the
trail. He didn’t respond to
the request, and over time
lost touch with his friend
during retirement.

An avid bicyclist, Yar-
brough had also been a
longtime trail user — for as
long as the B&A Trail has
existed — and on a ride one
day from his Arnold home to
the trail, he saw the newly
installed Edgar and Jean
Parker Memorial. Yarbrough
thought perhaps he had
missed the news that his
old friend had passed, but
not long after, Parker called
him. He extended a second
invitation to volunteer with
the trails — this time as
caretaker of the small respite
park the Parkers had funded
at the north end of the
Broadneck Peninsula Trail,
across from Anne Arundel
Community College.

“When he called me to ask
the Friends of the trails and
to be a board member and

Photo by Meredith Winter
Arnold resident Tim Yarbrough serves on the board of
directors for the Friends of Anne Arundel County Trails
and volunteers as a caretaker for some of the trails’ parks
and memorials, including the one behind Arnold Station.

Yarbrough began his volunteerism with the Friends
as caretaker for the Edgar and Jean Parker
Memorial in Arnold. Yarbrough worked with Ed
Parker for many years, and it was at Parker’s

invitation that he got involved with the Friends.

The Outtdoor, Living Experts!

Tim Yarbrough Helps Beautify County Trails

“We’re here to support the
people that run the trails
and make the trails prettier,”
Yarbrough said, noting he
lives in a beautiful place —
one he’s been happy to reside
in since 1981.

The retired engineer has
also volunteered for nearly
a decade with the county’s
annual Lifelineioo cycling
event by driving “SAG,” which
stands for support and gear.
Yarbrough drives around to
help cyclists who are unable
to finish the course, or who
have had an accident.

His primary areas of
volunteering, though, are
the Parker memorial and
the legacy garden bricks,
and he’s content to do those
things humbly under the
leadership of others.

“Something I learned as a
Cub Scout leader is the one
thing that all leaders need
most is helpful followers,”
Yarbrough shared. “That’s my
goal, to be a helpful follower.”

His other goal is to enjoy
retirement for as long as he
worked, and he’s about 14
years into that goal so far. His
bride of 45 years, Mary Ann,
taught at South River High
School for 37 years and is also
retired. Together, they have
two children, three grand-

take care of his memorial,
I thought that was appropriate, and

I was happy for an opportunity to
volunteer,” Yarbrough said of his for-
mer coworker at Westinghouse and
Northrop Grumman.

He began volunteering with the
Friends of Anne Arundel County
Trails in 2022. The organization is a
nonprofit comprised of volunteers who
help “promote, protect and enhance
the multimodal trails” throughout the
county, including the B&A Trail, the
BWI Trail, the Broadneck Peninsula
Trail and the West B&A Trail.

Yarbrough’s role began as caretaker
of the Parker memorial and grew to
include installing memorial bricks

in the legacy gardens along the trail,
such as the one behind the Arnold
Station shopping center as well as

at Hatton Regester Green and Jonas
Green Park. He cleans up and beau-
tifies various gardens along the trail,
often with a group of fellow volun-
teers. And, he serves on the Friends’
10-member board of directors.

A highlight during his years of vol-
unteering with the Friends has been
learning just how much effort goes
into maintaining the county’s trails.
“Seeing how much is involved in
taking care of the infrastructure has
been very impressive,” he said, noting
the county staff do a great job.

children, and a 1-year-old
German Shepherd mix that gets “tor-
mented” by their two Siamese cats.
With a hip replacement scheduled
in June, Yarbrough is eager to get
back on his bike by the end of sum-
mer. In the meantime, he continues
to care for the beautiful parks and
memorials along the trails.
“Something that’s real rewarding,
when I'm working on the garden at
the Parker memorial ... people come
by and thank me for doing what I
do, and they love the little park,”
he said. “The locals come by, and
their dogs get water there, so more
people than I realized do appreciate
that little park.”

Impact100 Will Award $56,000 Grant To Local Nonprofit

he members of Impactioo
T Greater Chesapeake Inc.

(Impactioo) will award a 2025
grant in October in the amount of
$56,000. This grant will be awarded to
a nonprofit to fund a transformation-
al project in Anne Arundel County.
Nonprofits are encouraged to apply
for this grant by June 30.

Since its founding, Impactioo

Greater Chesapeake has awarded
$499,000 to local nonprofits that

have had a huge impact on the com-
munity. From food insecurity to el-
der care to mental health, Impactioo
grants have provided programming
and infrastructure to address the
needs of Anne Arundel County’s
most vulnerable neighbors.

The Impactioo annual member
meeting will be held in October.
Finalists for the grant will deliver
brief presentations about their project
proposals to Impacti00’s membership,

followed by a vote of the membership
to award the $56,000 grant.

For more details about the grant,
visit www.impactioogreaterchesa-
peake.org/grant-application. Women
interested in learning more about
the Impactioo organization and the
benefits of membership are invited to
visit the website or join the Facebook
group at www.facebook.com/groups/
greaterchesapeake.
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Your advantage is my experience.

Why have so many Severna Park families trusted
David Orso to sell their home?

By focusing exclusively on Severna Park, David has built ORSO Underground—a proprietary network of
off-market buyers and sellers that gives you access to opportunities you won't find anywhere else.

Ready to make your move? Schedule a confidential consultation today and leverage David’s exclusive
connections to achieve your real estate goals.
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Your Comeback Starts Here

Sudden injuries deserve immediate care

Luminis Health is here for you with same-day or next-day appointments.
And we're open every day, including weekends and evenings, fo fake care
of the bumps and bruises that come with being active.

Anne Arundel Medical Center Doctors Community Medical Center 100+ Primary and
Annapolis, MD Lanham, MD Specialty Care Locations
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Vietnam War Memorial

Annual Music Festival To
Benefit Katherines Light
Foundation Slated For June 14

erine Mueller All-Day Music
Festival coming up on June
14. The annual event is a fundraiser
hosted by local nonprofit Katherine’s
Light Foundation (KLF) in honor of
Katherine Mueller, who died of a rare
form of cancer in 2021 at the age of 31.

All proceeds will further KLF’s
mission of supporting organizations
that promote education, awareness,
research, support and wellness for
cancer patients. In 2024, KLF donat-
ed over $100,000 to the Neuroendo-
crine Tumor Research Foundation,
Baltimore Washington Medical
Center Foundation, Wellness House
of Annapolis, Anne Arundel Com-
munity College Foundation, Luminis
Health — Anne Arundel Medical
Center Foundation, Mercy Medical
Center, and SPAN (Serving People
Across Neighborhoods).

This year’s music festival will again
be held at Severna Park Taphouse and
will run from noon to 8:0opm. Attend-
ees can enjoy acoustic jams indoors
and numerous bands outside under a
big tent, making the experience a fun
one rain or shine. Musicians scheduled
to play at the event include The Cray-

S ave the date for this year’s Kath-

fish, Lost & Found Trio Band, Miggs
Rangel, DJ Brian Austin, George
Evans, Honey Sol, and others.

The festival will also include live
and silent auctions and raffles. Food
and drinks will be available for
purchase as well. KLF has a goal to
raise $50,000 through the event to
continue their philanthropic work.

Larry Sells, Mueller’s stepfather
and co-founder of KLF, said that the
positive impact the nonprofit has in
the community is not only a way to
honor Katherine, but also is thera-
peutic for those who loved her. “It
helps us to pour goodness over some
sadness,” he said in anticipation of
the music festival.

He and his wife, Robin Sells, Muel-
ler’s mother, consider it a blessing
when people in the community choose
to attend KLF’s annual fundraiser or
support the nonprofit in other ways.

“We take it personally ... the love
— we feel it loud and clear, and when
they choose (to support) us it just
means the world to us,” Larry said.

For more information about
the music festival, or to purchase
tickets or sponsorships, go to www.
katherineslight.org.

Dedicated During Day Of
Remembrance Ceremony

Community members
gathered on Memorial Day,
May 26, for the unveiling of
the Severna Park Heroes of
the Vietnam War memorial
and to pay tribute to five
U.S. Army soldiers from
Severna Park who were
killed in action during the
Vietnam War. The memorial
is located at Hatton Regester
Green next to the B&A Trail.

We manage your IT,
you manage your business
while relaxing.

* Help Desk Support

e [T Consulting

* Managed Cybersecurity

* Cloud Storage Management
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® Procurement

* Compliance Assistance

Call (410)280-3000 for a Free IT Assessment
www.icsi.com
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U.S. Navy Blue Angels Visit Annapolis For Commissioning Week

Photos by Meredith Winter

On May 20, the U.S. Navy Blue Angels flight demonstration squadron took to the skies over the United States Naval Academy (USNA) for a
rehearsal air show. The show planned for May 21 as part of the USNA’s Commissioning Week celebrations was canceled due to poor weather
conditions. The Blue Angels wowed crowds with the delta formation, in which all six F/A-18 Super Hornets fly together; the diamond 360
maneuver, in which four of the jets fly just 18 inches apart; the sneak pass, where a solo jet blasts by spectators at roughly 700 miles per hour;
and many other awe-inspiring maneuvers. The all-Marine Corps crew of Fat Albert, the Blue Angels’ C-130J Super Hercules support aircraft,
closed out the rehearsal by demonstrating the versatility of the large cargo plane with its own set of aerobatic maneuvers.

Crush MS Fest Set For Saturday, June 7

The Maryland Cornhole Association will host a cornhole tournament with

social and competitive brackets during the festival.

A family-friendly event, Crush MS
Fest is designed to offer a vibrant
atmosphere with fun activities.

festivities at the Crush MS Fest on June 7 from

noon-5:oopm at the Severna Park Elks Lodge. This
event brings the community together to raise awareness
and support in the fight against multiple sclerosis.

Crush MS Fest will feature delicious eats from food trucks,
including Breaking the Burger Bus, Bun'd Up, Pura Vida
Bowls and Java, and Greek on the Street. Live music by Con-
trolled Chaos is expected to keep the energy high throughout
the day, with a mix of rock and crowd-pleasing favorites.

For anyone feeling competitive, the Maryland Cornhole
Association will host an optional cornhole tournament with

G et ready for an afternoon of family fun, food and

social and competitive brackets, offering fun for casual play-
ers and seasoned pros alike.

Attendees can also look forward to raffles, refreshing beer
and the festival’s signature freshly squeezed orange crushes,
available for purchase throughout the afternoon.

This family-friendly event promises a vibrant atmosphere
for all ages — and it’s all for a great cause. All proceeds
will be donated to MS4MS (Mission Stadiums for Multiple
Sclerosis), an Arnold-based nonprofit that focuses on raising
funds directly for families with MS Warriors and for the ad-
vancement of research at the Johns Hopkins Project Restore
MS Research Center in hopes of finding a cure.

Severna Park High
School Class Of 1967
To Meet June 7

everna Park High School’s class
of 1967 will gather on the patio

at Mother’s Peninsula Grille on

June 7 from 3:00pm-6:00pm to cele-
brate 58 years since graduation. The
occasion is scheduled for the same
date that 406 students enjoyed their
graduation ceremony on Falcon Field,
now known as Roberts Field, in 1967.

The class of 1967 was the last one
to attend Severna Park Junior Se-
nior High from grades seven through
12 from 1961-1967. Event planner
Robyn Turner said she wanted to
organize the reunion because she
has many fond memories from the
six years she spent with her class-
mates. Her mother, Agnes, worked as
a physical education teacher at the
school from 1959-1973.

To RSVP, visit www.classmates.
com or go to www.classreport.org.
For additional details, email robyne
sphs-memories.com.
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Celebrating 100 Years Of The Kinder Farmhouse

This 1937 Chevrolet manual and clarinet from
around 1930 are part of the display.

Calvin Cox donated this Singer hand-crank sewing
machine, which belonged to his grandmother.

This is one of four upstairs bedrooms in the farmhouse.

» Continued from page 1

The Friends of Kinder Farm Park also hope to book
a German-style food truck and German musicians.
The German connections fit with the history.

Kinder Farmhouse — The Early Years

The farmhouse is filled with notebooks and documents
detailing the history of the building and everything
inside. Framed pictures are flanked by labels explain-
ing how the Kinder family settled on the Millersville
property. Three siblings — Gustave, Ulrika and Henry
— traveled to America from Germany in 1893 or 1894.
In 1896, their mother, Henrietta, six other siblings and
a 2-year-old granddaughter joined them in Curtis Bay.

“The Kinders had left in the mid-1890s to come
here in three separate groups because the kaiser was
drafting every man available and some of the sons
were very young — 7, 8, 10 — when they came, but
they were targets,” said Diane Rausch, co-chair of
the Friends of Kinder Farm Park Historical Society.

Gustave bought about 45 acres of land in 1898, and
Henry bought acreage in 1902, adding many more
purchases until the 1950s. One of those purchases
included the land where Henry and Hilda built the
farmhouse in 1925.

The brick farmhouse originally got electricity from
a generator-run battery and had running water. A
basement with partial dirt floors was used for storing

jars of canned goods, hanging laundry during inclem-
ent weather, and for other purposes. The Kinders
reserved the first-floor bedroom for visiting guests,
and the rest of the family slept in four upstairs bed-
rooms. They shared one bathroom upstairs. Heat was
circulated through a large floor vent on each level.

“When Henry Kinder Sr. moved into this house, he
had seven children and four bedrooms,” Rausch said.
“They managed just fine, but I tell the kids (who vis-
it), nobody had a bedroom by themselves and nobody
had a bed by themselves.”

Henry and Hilda had one more daughter after they
moved into the house. Those children worked with
Henry, a truck farmer, picking produce and vegetables.

“Then he drove into Baltimore by wagon for many
years, and then later in the 30s, they acquired a truck,”
Rausch said. “But by that time, the truck farming in
Baltimore was less productive financially for the farmers
because so much was coming on refrigerated trains and
trucks from the south, which had an earlier growing sea-
son. So, Henry and his four sons began cattle farming.”

The Next Era

The Kinder family raised eight children and nine
grandchildren who lived in various houses and con-
verted barns around the park until 1979 when they
sold the property to Anne Arundel County.

“They had more than 277 acres, but they began to

Award Winning Lawyers Practicing

Family Law, Estate Planning,
and Criminal Defense

Greg Jimeno Magaly Bittner

410-590-1900

www.ChesapeakeWillsAndTrusts.com

Frank Gray  Jessica McConnell

410-590-9401

www.JimenoGray.com

231 Najoles Road, Suite 400, Millersville, MD 21108

sell off to the developers and that’s part of the reason
Kinder Farm decided to move because there was
suburbia putting pressure on them,” Rausch said.
“Fortunately for us, Robert Pascal, who was the Anne
Arundel county executive, came here hunting one
day, heard they wanted to sell the land, came back
and approached them about selling this land for park
land and that they would try to create a farm park.”

In 2011, volunteers decided to turn the house into
a museum, an endeavor that took three years. About
30 men showed up to help on the first day.

“They were a great help because they came with
many talents,” Rausch said. “We gutted walls, we
tore out bathrooms, we had to paint and put up wall-
board after that.”

All that hard work paid off, with the farmhouse
hosting visitors for over 10 years now. The Friends
of Kinder Farm Park hope to see many guests for
the 100th anniversary celebration in June, an event
that Rausch hopes will inspire more people to get
involved as stewards of the farmhouse.

“It is history,” she said. “We’d like to see the main-
tenance go to another generation because we're all
over 60, some of us well over 60, and it’s just a big job.
You need a big team, and the history is fascinating.”

The farmhouse is open on the second Saturday of each
month from 11:00am-3:00pm.

With over 70 years of
combined knowledge
and experience, we help
families understand
their options and make
informed decisions to
protect their assets,
provide support for
their families, and
safeguard their futures.

Toget/oer we will ensure your
ﬁzmily matters are secure.
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ESTATE PLANNING

WILLSAND TRUSTS ELDER LAW




SEVERNA PARK VOICE

june 2025 [JIEIH

Earleigh Heights Hosts Rescue Training

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

ith shattered win-
dows, jammed
doors and flat tires,

vehicles at Earleigh Heights
Volunteer Fire Company
(EHVEC) turned the parking
lot into a junkyard from May
15-18, but that was by design.
The Severna Park department
created the setup for a special-
ized heavy rescue class.

During four days of hands-
on vehicle extrication train-
ing, participants learned to
safely stabilize, pry, cut and
lift cars, trucks, buses and
construction equipment. Stu-
dents worked in teams while
sharing ideas and skills.

“It’s just like athletics — it’s
all about practice,” said EHVEC
Chief Dave Crawford. “You
have to practice when you can,
as often as you can, and as
realistic as you can, so when it
comes down to the real thing
at 2:00 in the morning when
a driver needs to be rescued,
you will be ready. That’s really
what it’s all about.”

National expert Ron Moore
taught the class. An indepen-
dent consultant from the Uni-
versity of Extrication, Moore
previously served as division

Photos by Zach Sparks

EHVFC hosted extrication expert Ron
Moore and fire departments statewide
during a four-day training class in May.

Facts About
Earleigh Heights
Heavy Rescue
Squad 12

1. Purchased in 2022 for
$1.2 million

2. Responds to car acci-
dents throughout the area
including Ritchie High-
way, Route 10 and [-97

3. Carries specialized

equipment for firefight-
ing and vehicle accidents
including:

+ Hydraulic rescue tools
capable of quickly cut-
ting cars apart to get to
entrapped occupants

» Equipment to stabilize
overturned cars and
trucks

+ Jacks and winches for
truck accidents

+ Saws capable of cut-
ting wood, steel and
concrete

Crawford wants all EHVEC
members to participate, from
the newest recruits to the
most seasoned veterans. He
said his approach is meant to
foster teamwork, collabora-
tion and problem solving; fa-
miliarize members with tools
and techniques; develop skills

chief with the McKinney Fire
Department in Texas and as
a training chief with Prosper
Fire Rescue. He resides in
Plano, Texas.

“I travel around the country,
west to east, north to south.
Of all the places [ visitin a
year, I find that coming to this
part of Anne Arundel County,
and this station in particular,
these guys are best equipped,”
said Moore, who leads 14 to 20
classes per year.

The training opportunity
included personnel from An-
napolis, Fort Meade, Baltimore

€

At the end of the day, we want to get the person
out of the vehicle, or the people out of the vehicle,
with as much care and as quickly as possible ... The
more we sharpen our skills, the better we get.”

— EHVEC CHIEF DAVE CRAWFORD

and other fire companies across

Maryland. As EHVEC mem-
bers explained, the training is
difficult to coordinate because
of alimited number of experts;
complicated setup and over-
sight; and the necessary dona-
tion of cars, trucks and buses.

The benefits outweigh the
challenges, though. Training
helps crews understand the
constantly evolving changes
in vehicle construction.

High-strength steel, used as
lightweight reinforcement for
portions of some vehicles, is vir-

tually impossible to cut. Airbags
in steering wheels, dashboards,
roofs and seats can explode
when disturbed, presenting
hazards to rescuers. Some
vehicles have electrical systems
that operate with thousands of
volts, and some alternative-fuel
vehicles have high-pressure gas
storage tanks.

Fire departments learned
about all this and more in May.
When each class ends, Moore
leaves a PowerPoint presen-
tation for the supervising fire
chief so that new recruits can
learn the same methods.

and confidence; and provide
leadership opportunities for
emerging team leaders.

Fire department members
gain a sense of accomplish-
ment, moving and cutting
heavy vehicles. The experience
gives every person opportuni-
ty and ownership.

“At the end of the day, we
want to get the person out of
the vehicle, or the people out
of the vehicle, with as much
care and as quickly as possi-
ble,” Crawford said. “The more
we sharpen our skills, the
better we get.”

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

ere-
Michele Sabean chnﬂy
Director of had
Development, ahard day at
SPAN Inc. SPAN. One of

our clients got a
phone call from
her daughter
while she was
waiting for us to
get her food. She
and her husband
were looking
forward to their daughter coming home
from the hospital and instead learned

that her daughter’s cancer had returned.

Later the same morning, I learned that
one of our volunteers and her family are
also going through a difficult situation.
Working at SPAN, I frequently reflect
on how we all go through tough times.
You never know what someone is cur-
rently dealing with — and each of us

can find ways to help. Sometimes it is
spending time listening, bringing food,
praying or helping by donating money
to an organization, such as SPAN.

We often have clients at SPAN who
are dealing with lots of big challenges,
and recently we have especially had lots
of clients with large utility bills and
turn-off notices. A single mother came to
SPAN for the first time seeking assis-
tance with a utility turn-off notice. She
was employed as a nurse, but following a
medical issue, she could no longer work
and applied for disability. The lengthy
process of waiting to qualify for disabil-
ity had caused her to fall behind on her
bills. SPAN was able to help her keep her
utilities on for her and her children.

At SPAN we see a lot of people dealing
with big challenges and we also see lots
of people — our volunteers, clients and
community members - donating time,
money and items to help those facing

the challenges. Students in the Arundel
High School Service Club painted beau-
tiful kindness rocks and put together
birthday bags for our clients. A huge
thank you to Asbury United Methodist
Church in Arnold for collecting toilet-
ries and cleaning supplies for SPAN.
SPAN helps about 60 families per
month with food. Clients often specif-
ically ask for and appreciate receiving
toiletries and cleaning products in
addition to their food. When an emer-
gency hits and families struggle to
put food on the table, they often don’t
have money for hygiene and cleaning
products. Donations of those items
allow adults and children to be clean
and presentable for job interviews and
school. Our clients regularly request
shampoo, toothpaste, soap, deodorant,
laundry and dish detergent. In addi-
tion, canned meat and potatoes are
items that are always great to donate.
We also see examples of our clients
caring for others, giving rides to their
neighbors, helping with child care, and

sharing as they can. One woman, who
comes to SPAN occasionally for food,
recently gave SPAN a $10 donation. She
said that she cannot give much, but she
felt that it was appropriate to give what
she could to pay it forward for the help
she has received over the years.

All of us have moments of needing
help and times of being able to help
others. Being there for our friends and
neighbors is what makes for a good
community. We can all be a blessing
to someone every day. Being part of
SPAN is a consistent reminder for me
of the immense power and impact of
neighbors helping neighbors.

SPAN (Serving People Across Neighbor-
hoods) is an independent nonprofit food
pantry and emergency services provider
that has been helping local families with
eviction prevention, utility turnoffs, medi-
cal/prescription bills, and food since 1990.
For more information, call 410-647-0889,
email spanhelps@yahoo.com or visit
www.spanhelps.org.
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HOMETOWN HEROES
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Severna Park Native Serves With Naval

Medical Readiness Logistics Command At Fort Detrick

By Ashley Craig
Navy Office of Community Outreach

etty Officer First Class Steven
P Tabisz, from Severna Park,

serves as the senior enlisted
leader assigned to Naval Medical
Readiness Logistics Command
(NMRLC) Detachment Fort Det-
rick, Maryland.

Tabisz is a 2004 graduate of
Severna Park High School. Addi-
tionally, Tabisz earned a bachelor’s
degree in computer networking
and security from the University of
Maryland Global Campus.

The skills and values needed to suc-
ceed in the Navy are similar to those
found in Severna Park.

“My dad always says, ‘If you're
going to do something, don’t half do

Photo courtesy of the Navy

Office of Community Outreach

Petty Officer First Class Steven
Tabisz is a 2004 graduate of
Severna Park High School and
serves as a hospital corpsman.

of medical materiel solutions to the
Fleet, Fleet Marine Force, and Joint
Forces in high-end competition,
crisis and combat. At the forefront of
Navy Medicine’s strategic evolution,
NMRLC is well positioned to be the
Joint Force’s premier integrated med-
ical logistics support activity.

With 9o% of global commerce
traveling by sea and access to the
internet relying on the security of
undersea fiber optic cables, Navy
officials continue to emphasize that

it,” Tabisz said. “My mom taught us
the golden rule, to always respect
and treat everyone the way you'd
like to be treated.”

Today, Tabisz serves as a hospital
corpsman. Headed by Captain Chris-
topher Barnes, NMRLC develops, ac-
quires, produces, fields, sustains and

the prosperity of the United States

is directly linked to recruiting and
retaining talented people from across
the rich fabric of America.

to achieve accomplishments during
military service.

“I'm most proud of being the
command career counselor at Field
Medical Training Battalion-East and
Second Marine Division,” Tabisz
said. “I'm able to help the sailors
figure out their future in the Navy
and provide guidance.”

Tabisz can take pride in serving
America through military service.

“I've been in the Navy over half
of my life now and it’s been a great
adventure,” Tabisz said. “It’s given
me a different viewpoint on life
and the world, a career to be proud
of, and skills to utilize when I grow
up and retire.”

Tabisz is grateful to others for
helping make a Navy career possible.

“I want to thank my mom and dad,
my sister, Jen, and my brother, Matt,
for their support from the moment I
joined in 2005,” Tabisz added. “I also

Tabisz joined the Navy 19 years ago.
“Ijoined the Navy because

I was bored with college and

wanted something new,” Ta-

»
a want to serve my country.

provides enduring lifecycle support

LABARGE Hometown Heroes is proudly

bisz said. “September 11 fueled FINANCIAL  sponsored by LaBarge Financial

ty and security.

He has many opportunities

Private Exclusive Listing — Right For You?

he current real estate

David Orso market is seeing an
Berkshire Hat.haway explosion of new list-
Home Services/ ings with 22% more listings in
PenFed Realty Anne Arundel County than in

2024. This notable increase in
homes for sale is leading to a
shift from a seller’s market to
a more normal market. Termi-
nology is extremely important
to understand before possibly
diving deeper into an intelli-
gent conversation about mar-
ket dynamics and home selling strategies. Labeling a
market as a seller’s market, normal market, or buyer’s
market is actually rooted in simple mathematics:

MONTHS OF INVENTORY EQUALS

NUMBER OF HOMES FOR SALE/NUMBER

OF HOMES SOLD PER MONTH

o Seller’s Market Equals Less Than Four
Months Of Inventory

¢ Normal Market Equals Four To Six Months
Of Inventory

» Buyer’s Market Equals Six-Plus Months
Of Inventory

A segmentation of a market may exist within a
broader market. For example, it is a deep buyer’s
market currently for waterfront homes above $3
million in Anne Arundel County, but conversely it is
a deep seller’s market for homes between $500,000
to $1 million in Severna Park.

During the “COVID years,” private exclusive
listings or off-market sales became a prominent
strategy due to the total imbalance of inventory and
demand. During the years 2020-2022, there was less
than a one-month supply of inventory, which was
the strongest seller’s market we have ever witnessed.
Buyers were crazed and willing to extend inconceiv-
able terms to simply secure a home.

In a shifting market, the allure of a private listing
should be tempered with a market analysis. A home
seller should absolutely know what type of market
their home exists within. Too often, I am observ-
ing home sellers falling into a sexy narrative about
private exclusive listings. The top three statements
I hear daily related to off-market (not listed on the
Multiple Listing Service) home sales are:

* “Buyers pay more for off market homes.”

FALSE - Homes listed on the MLS sold for almost
20% more than private sales.

“Private listings attract elite buyers and have an
aura of exclusivity.” FALSE — Private sales draw
attention to the questionable motivation of the
seller and exclude the majority of the marketplace.
o “A private listing allows me to test the market.”

FALSE - Limited exposure is never a thorough test.

There are certain situations where the private ex-
clusive listing (not listed for sale on the Multiple List-
ing Service) is convenient to a home seller. The top
five situations I experience in practice may include:
1. CONDITION: A seller is considering making
significant repairs to a home and would like to find a
buyer willing to accept the home in as-is condition.

2. PRIVACY: A privacy issue exists (for example,
divorce, financial hardship, embarrassment of con-

Tabisz serves a Navy that operates
far forward, around the world
and around the clock, pro-
moting the nation’s prosperi-

want to thank my wife, Katie, my
daughter, Skylar, and my son, Charles.
I love you. Thank you for supporting
me throughout our career; we're al-
most finished. To my Aunt Kathy and
Uncle Chris: Go Navy, Beat Army!”

dition) and the seller just wants the home to be sold
without pictures on the internet.

3. ACCESS ISSUES: An impediment to showing the
home exists (tenant occupied, a disagreement among
divorcing parties, a medical condition exists within
the home, many pets exist)

4. PRE-MARKET FEEDBACK: If a seller is genu-
inely interested in obtaining feedback about their
condition or price then pre-market marketing efforts
is a strategy to test the market.

5. PRE-MARKET OFFER: Word of a sale is leaked
to the market or presented through “coming soon”
status on the Multiple Listing Service and a seller is
presented with an offer that satisfies all their needs
or is “too good to gamble with.”

We are not in the COVID years anymore and the
market has shifted. Strategies need to be adjusted ac-
cordingly and what worked then may not work now.
Being completely educated is always the best strategy
for making savvy decisions. My professional advice is
to be careful of the overstated, exaggerated and hy-
perbolic statements without supporting data, which
can lead to unsupported and contrived strategies.

David Orso was born and raised in this community and is
a proud graduate of Severna Park High School. He is a local
market expert whose office is based in Severna Park at the
corner of Evergreen Road and Riggs Avenue. Orso has been a
top agent in Severna Park and Anne Arundel County for sales
since 2013 and has almost 400 five-star reviews online. David
and Dawn Orso are well known for their philanthropy and
community involvement. They have three children, and outside
of kids’ sports, they spend their time playing golf and tennis at
Chartwell Golf and Country Club or boating on the bay.

This branded content is brought to you by
an expert in his or her respective field.
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Annapolis Dragon Boats Awaken On Spa Creek

Photos by Judy Tacyn
Forty paddlers, two drummers and two steersmen
from the Annapolis Dragon Boat Club quietly
pushed their boats back from the Fourth Street
Pier 4 into Spa Creek on May 17 as part of the
annual Awaken the Dragon ceremony.

By Judy Tacyn

orty paddlers, two drummers and two steers-

men from the Annapolis Dragon Boat Club

quietly pushed their boats back from the Fourth
Street Pier 4 into Spa Creek on May 17 as part of the
annual Awaken the Dragon ceremony and to offi-
cially open the 2025 paddling season. More than 100
supporters and members waved from the pier as the
vibrantly painted boats ventured into the open water.

For the last 15 years, the Annapolis Dragon Boat
Club of more than 150 breast cancer survivors and
members has celebrated healing, hope and harmo-
ny on the water. Founded in 2010 by breast cancer
survivor Mike Ashford, the club works toward the
mission of developing healthy bodies and spirits and
building a community through dragon boating for
everyone impacted by breast cancer.

The Awaken the Dragon ceremony includes an
ancient tradition. To awaken the dragon for the new
season, club members present the dragon heads to
dignitaries, who “dot” the pupils of the slumbering
dragons’ eyes (pupils are painted over at the end of
each season so the dragon appears to be sleeping).
With the dragons wide awake, the heads are once
again secured to the 650-pound boats that are 48
feet long and four feet wide at the center.

Alarge contingent of state, county and city officials
stood behind Maryland Congresswoman Sarah Elfreth
as she shared the paddle the Annapolis Dragon Boat
Club gave her previously. That paddle is now hanging
on the wall of her Washington, D.C., office to remind
her every day to fight for cancer research. She com-
mended club secretary and breast cancer survivor Kate
Horne for leading the strong men and women of the
club and promised to work for them and federal cancer
research funding as fiercely as they fight cancer.

After sharing special remembrances, paddlers
headed to the pier. As they entered their boat, each
paddler received a pink carnation. After the boats
reached deep water, paddlers released the flowers
into the creek in remembrance of every man or wom-
an who has died of breast cancer.

Under the direction of the steersmen and to the
rhythmic beat of the drummers, the boats paddled
atop Spa Creek and returned to the pier for refresh-
ments and fellowship.

Research has shown group exercise like paddling
provides mental and physical benefits including re-
duced lymphedema, increased strength and stamina,
and a powerhouse support group of warriors.

Jill Samples of Severna Park, a breast cancer
survivor in remission since 2023, has been a mem-
ber for two seasons. Shortly after her diagnosis, she

received a card from the Annapolis Dragon Boat Club
with an invitation to learn more.

“I ended up reconnecting with a family friend
who was part of the team and who was an amazing
support and assured me that a spot would be waiting
when [ was healed,” Samples said. “I love the camara-
derie of the group and the encouragement I receive.
Everyone here knows what you have been through
because they have been through something similar.
Everyone is welcome in the boat.”

The legend of the dragon boat goes back to Qu Yan,
emperor in the Chinese Kingdom of Chu. Yan was
falsely accused of treason by his political rivals. In
protest, he threw himself into the Mi Lo River and
drowned. His supporters raced their boats in an un-
successful attempt to save him. Many people believed
that Yan became a water spirit surrounded by and
protected by dragons. To remember his heroic act,
racing of dragon boats became a way to honor him.

The year-round Annapolis club is on Spa Creek
five days a week during the outdoor season. During
the offseason, members gather for social events and
indoor training. Part of the International Breast
Cancer Paddlers Commission, the club competes
against other dragon boat clubs throughout the
Mid-Atlantic region, and internationally at festivals.
Members are preparing for their next international
competition in 2026 in France.

The Annapolis Dragon Boat Club is an all-vol-
unteer organization that relies on the support of
donors and sponsors. To support the organization,
join the group, or to paddle as a guest, email info@
annapolisdragonboatclub.org for more information.

Family Law Cases
May Bring Out

Contemptuous Conduct

0, you've
made it
through your

divorce, but now
your ex-spouse is
failing to pay the
child support or is
refusing visitation.
What can you do?
An attorney may
file a petition for
contempt against your ex-spouse for failure to com-
ply with a court order. In the family law arena, the
court has the power to compel compliance with its
order and punish a non-compliant party.

Violation of any court order, including a judg-
ment of absolute divorce, which may or may not
incorporate a separation agreement, may constitute
constructive contempt. Failure to pay alimony or
child support, failure to comply with custody and
visitation orders, as well as other issues, are often
addressed with a petition for contempt.

A contempt proceeding should be brought in the
same court that issued the initial order. The court
will issue an order to show cause to the defendant,
setting a hearing date for him or her to explain why
they are not complying. The petitioner must prove,
by clear and convincing evidence, that the defendant
is in contempt of court.

When a court issues a civil contempt order imposing
a penalty on the defendant, it must contain a purge
provision with which the defendant can comply. Dod-
son v. Dodson (2004) is an interesting case illustrating
the limits of the court’s contempt powers. Ms. Dodson
brought a constructive civil contempt action against
her husband for his failure to maintain insurance on a
condominium pursuant to a pendente lite (temporary)
order. The husband failed to make a payment after
the bill was sent to his previous address, and coverage
lapsed. A fire destroyed the condominium, and the
wife sought compensatory damages from the husband.

The Maryland Court of Appeals held that Mr. Dodson
could not be found in contempt, because contempt
requires that the defendant have a present ability to
comply with the court order. Because the husband could
not change the past, he did not have a present ability to
reinstate the insurance coverage as of the date of the
fire. No contempt action would lie to impose a sanc-
tion for his past failure to comply with a court order.

Instead, Ms. Dodson could pursue a tort or breach
of contract action to obtain damages from the defen-
dant. The court ultimately held that compensatory
damages could not ordinarily be recovered in a civil
contempt action, and they could never be recovered
in a civil contempt action based upon a past neg-
ligent act. The court refused to decide whether a
willful violation of a court order could form the basis
for compensatory damages in a civil contempt case.

As always, a petition for contempt must be brought
within a certain period of time. In the case of con-
tempt proceedings for failure to make a payment
of child or spousal support under a court order, the
petition must be brought within three years of the
date that the payment of support became due.

If you find yourself frustrated by your ex-spouse’s
failure to comply with a judgment of absolute
divorce, you will have questions about these issues.
You should consult with an attorney who is familiar
with this area of the law and who will assist you in
making informed decisions.

By David V. Diggs, Esq. and
Lisa Bogan-Reohr, Esq.

If you need further information regarding this subject,
reach out to the Law Office of David V. Diggs LLC, located
at 8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302, in Millersville, by
calling 410-244-1189 or by emailing davidediggslaw.com.

This branded content is brought to you
by an expert in his or her respective field.



SEVERNA PARK VOICE JUNE 2025

Gift the Best Kitchen to Dad this Father's Day

Save up to Pegah Scotti

* Sl el
$1 ,500 410.604.8518

kitchentuneup.com/annapolis-md

Schedule your consultation today!

At participating franchises only. © 2025 HFC KTU LLC. All Rights Reserved. Kitchen Tune-Up is a trademark of HFC KTU LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.
Each franchise independently owned and operated. *Now through 6/30/2025 save up to $1500 on your core service project, excludes countertops. Max at 10% of purchase price.
Not to exceed $1500. Valid on new purchases only, cannot be combined with other offers or promotions. Ask for details. Restrictions Apply.

kitchen tune-up

Update. Upgrade. Uplift.

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS SINCE 1947
CALL OR TEXT US FOR AN APPOINTMENT

410-268-7191

= Plumbing Repairs
= Drain Cleaning
Ui s Uil = Gas Fireplaces Installation

m Annapolis/AAGL & Maintenance
Y ears ImALow = Bath/Kitchen Remodeling

= Tankless & Traditional
Water Heaters

= [as Piping
* Boilers ... And more

208 Taylor Avenue, Annapaolis, MD 21401 .
410-268-7191  www.heidlerplumbing.com Plumbing & Heating

pntractors
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Honoring your CHOIGES, - 1 Where
vour INDEPENDENCE, Pets Are

and your DIGNITY Family!

We believe all individuals in need of
exceptional care deserve to stay in
their home independently and safely.

NEW PATIENTS
ACCEPTED

- ULTRASOUND

- IN-HOUSE
LABORATORY

- PHARMACY
ON SITE

- DIGITAL X-RAY
- LASER SURGERY

410-987-8300 | 401 Headquarters Drive, Millersville, MD 21108

. . MillersvilleAH@Gmail.com | MillersvilleAnimalHospital.com
C om p anion C are S ervice f facebook.com/MillersvilleAnimalHospital @ @millersvilleanimalhospital

= Companionship & Engagement
* Laundry & Light housekeeping

» Daily Errands & Doctor visits Pi n ea p p I e
Personal Care Service D r a g O n fl"u it

= Monitoring vital signs
* Turning & Transferring Lemonade - Frosted ¢ Iced Tea * Sunjoy®
= Toileting & Incontinence care
= Includes all Companion Care Services @\\/N&
G

Skilled & Complex Care Services

= Medication Management
= Memory & Alzheimer's Care
= Pre & Post Operative Care ‘

Contact us /..
tod ay 10 voteagest

In-Home

learn more! “hearn

Care

41 0'449'4538 While supplies last. SEVERNA PARK

WWW. |ean0ndee .CO I I © 2025 CFA Properties, Inc. All trademarks shown are the property of CFA Properties, Inc.

License #: R5264 www.SPCFA.com 511 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD 410-647-6232
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Park Men Are
Part Of History
With Election
Of New Pope

By Judy Tacyn

ollowing the April 21 death of Pope Francis, many
F of the 1.4 billion Catholics worldwide anxiously

awaited the appointment of the 266th successor
to St. Peter by sticking close to social media or their
televisions. Two young men among 120 Catholic Amer-
ican seminarians studying for the priesthood at the
Pontifical North American College (PNAC, colloquially
known simply as the NAC) in Rome watched history
unfold from some of the best seats in the house: St.
Peter’s Square.

Ben Oursler of Severna Park, whose home parish
is St. John the Evangelist Church, and Andrew Chase
of Severna Park and Our Lady of the Fields Church,
are third-year theologian seminarians at the NAC, a
seminary just a short walk up the Janiculum Hill from
the Vatican.

Oursler, who is just 25 years old, is finishing his third
year of study in Rome, since graduating from Saint
John Paul IT Seminary and The Catholic University of
America. Baltimore Archbishop William Lori appoint-
ed Oursler to the NAC to study theology (the Catholic
seminary formation process can take between seven
and nine years).

“The last few weeks have certainly felt like a roller
coaster, but there have been certain experiences that I
will never forget because God has given me the gift to be
in Rome during this special time,” said Oursler, who was
present in St. Peter’s Square on Easter Sunday to receive
Pope Francis’ final blessing and to wave to him as he
went around the square in the popemobile.

Oursler was attending Mass at an Italian parish on
Easter Monday, when he and the world learned that

RELIGION

Pope Francis had died. The following Saturday, April 26,
Oursler was remarkably close to the altar for the papal
funeral Mass and prayed before the casket before Mass
began. He said the overall tenor of Rome that week was
one of mourning the much beloved pope, yet prayerful
for the happy repose of his soul.

After the traditional nine days of mourning for the
holy father, the conclave to elect his successor com-
menced. On May 7, the first night of the conclave,
Oursler was among the thousands of people outside the
Vatican when black smoke arose from the chimney to
indicate no new pope had been elected. He was present
on the second day of voting, May 8, waiting for the
conclave ballot tallies.

“That evening, a couple seminarian friends and I
walked down to the square around 4:30pm and decided
to get as close to the front as we could. Since it was still
relatively early, we weaved our way through the crowd
to the third row behind the front-most barricade, a
remarkable spot!” Oursler explained. “After praying a
rosary together and talking with fellow Catholics near
us, one of my friends began to film the seagulls, which
had perched themselves on the roof of the Sistine Chap-
el. After hours of watching a chimney for smoke, these
» Continued on page 16

Top: Pope Leo XIV greeted people who gathered
near Vatican City following the pontiff’s
installation Mass on May 18. Inset: Severna Park
resident and Archdiocese of Baltimore seminarian
Ben Oursler, while studying in Rome, showed an
Italian newspaper announcing the election of the
first North American pope.

Severna Park Baptist Church Is Growing Godly Generations

By Sharon Mager

everna Park Baptist Church (SPBC)
S is celebrating its 65th anniversary

this year. Started by Glen Burnie
Baptist Church to establish a Baptist
presence in the area, SPBC was created
when the founders purchased 6.4 acres
of land for $13,000. They held revival
services in a house on the property and
later a Vacation Bible School (VBS).

The church began to grow, and mem-

bers thanked God for his blessings. Af-

ter the first year, the church clerk wrote,
“With hard work, sacrificial giving, and
earnest devout prayers, the members
of this church press on toward a great
church in this community.”

Today, SPBC continues to press on.

Through the years, church leaders
built their sanctuary and added a build-
ing for classrooms. They sold a portion
of their land, which is now the Bendale
community. They helped launch other
churches, including Crofton Baptist

Members of American Heritage
Girls Troop MD0152 at Severna
Park Baptist Church rode on a
float in the annual Severna Park
Fourth of July parade.

Church and Elvaton Baptist Church.
They also established a preschool,
known as the Wee Center, which oper-
ated for 40 years.

Since its founding, SPBC has been
served by eight pastors, two of whom
have had significant tenure: Law-
rence Baylot, who led for 23 years,
and current pastor Dave Brown, who
has served with his wife, Danielle,
since 2009. Baylot led during a time of
significant growth in the church, and
many people say the ministry was a
time of joyful fellowship.

Dave Brown has led the church in an
emphasis on “growing Godly genera-
tions,” and he and Danielle helped kick
off that emphasis. He said, “When we
got here, we had two daughters, and
they were the first ones who had been in
the nursery for a long time.” It got even
more exciting in the church when, just a
few months later, the couple announced

they were expecting their third child.

Danielle said, “There were mostly
senior adults then, but that was fun.
They were all so excited to see the
kids. It was like having lots of grand-
parents around.”

More families joined as the Browns
and others began engaging the commu-
nity. Today, Dave and Danielle have five
children — Alethia, Amiyah, Audry,
Avee and Zeke — who are all actively
involved in the church.

Over the past 15 years, the congre-
gation has transitioned not only to be
multigenerational but also to reflect
the ethnic diversity of the commu-
nity, comprising members of Anglo,
African American, Hispanic and Asian
backgrounds.

Beyond family ministry, SPBC has
also prioritized missions work, both lo-
cally and abroad. Members have served
in Nicaragua for seven years, in partner-
ship with Glen Burnie Baptist Church
and later Life Connection Church. SPBC
later served in the Dominican Republic
and Cuba, as well.

Locally, SPBC engages with the
community through its annual VBS
» Continued on page 16
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Godly Generations

» Continued from page 15

programs, its Easter journey and trunk-or-treats. The
church also has multiple active ministries, including
youth, men’s, and women’s groups, as well as a fairly
new outreach, Park 60, which ministers to seniors in
the community, many of whom are residents at the
Severna Park Brightview senior living facility.

SPBC also financially supports SPAN and has
started a unique ministry to supplement community
services by providing bags of food, baby kits with
diapers and other baby needs, and hygiene kits. This
outreach is spearheaded by Alethia Brown, Dave and
Danielle’s oldest daughter. It’s her capstone project
(similar to an Eagle Scout project) through American
Heritage Girls (AHG).

Explaining AHG and Trail Life groups, which meet
at the church, Dave said, “They’re faith-based pro-
grams, and families from all backgrounds participate.
It’s a great way to connect with the community.”

These Scout-type programs draw about 100 people
to the church each week. Some families involved in
these programs have begun attending SPBC.

Danielle said she is amazed at the connections the
church has made with the community through AHG
and Trail Life, past car shows, Independence Day pa-
rades, pumpkin sales, VBS and family gatherings.

“It’s crazy how many people are connected,” she said.
“We have so many people who either know us from
being a part of the preschool, or they got married here
30 Or 40 years ago.”

Dave said, “The highlight for me has been seeing
the transformation of families and young people over
the years. We've seen toddlers grow up, graduate, and
remain connected to the church. That’s what we want:
to pass the gospel from one generation to the next.”

The church celebrated its anniversary on May 25
with a worship service featuring video tributes from
current and former members, testimonies, and re-
flections centered on Psalm 100, which honors God’s
faithfulness across generations.

Senior Living
DONE BRIGHT

Park Men Are Part Of History

» Continued from page 15
birds had become a source of great entertainment for
the crowd gathered below.”

Less than 10 seconds into the video, someone called
out “fumata bianca!” which, Oursler said, is “white
smoke!” in Italian. Uncontrollable joy erupted into
cheering. The time was approximately 6:10pm in Rome.

After about an hour, the designated cardinal came
out onto the balcony of St. Peter’s Square and the
crowd became silent.

“Even with thousands of people present, you could
have heard a pin drop. The announcement was made in
Latin, including the new pope’s name,” Oursler said. “As
one can expect, amidst all the excitement down below,
it was hard to hear every word that was being spoken.
However, when the name Prevost was said, the seminar-
ians and I were stunned, a pope from the United States
of America! We never would have guessed it. Then came
his name, Pope Leo X1V, a great name, everyone agreed.”

Shortly after the announcement, the new pope walked
out onto the balcony to greet the crowd in the square
and the entire world. His first words were, “Peace be
with you all,” the same words that Jesus Christ, risen
from the dead, spoke to his disciples when he gave them
the holy spirit.

Back in the seminary, the NAC was “electric,” Oursler
said. Seminarians and priests shared stories from the
square, where they were when each heard or saw that it
was white smoke, and what their first impressions were
of the new pope.

“Most of us were still in shock and many agreed that
it was a remarkable sign of unity within the Catholic
Church that, although there were cardinals from all over
the world, some of which did not previously know each
other, they successfully elected a new pope in only four
ballots,” Oursler remarked.

Similar to the funeral Mass for Pope Francis, the
Vatican reached out to the nearby seminaries seeking
assistance in serving the papal liturgies. Generally, the
greatest need is to distribute holy communion to all the

One- and
Two-Bedroom
Apartment Homes

Maintenance-
Free Living

Private Outdoor
Space

living room

faithful present in St. Peter’s Square and down the Via
del Conciliazione, the main road leading away from St.
Peter’s and toward the Tiber River.

Oursler and Chase were among the hundreds of
priests, deacons and seminarians present to assist at
the Mass.

“Seminarians from all over the city gathered a couple
hours before Mass in a nearby church and prayed
together before the solemn liturgy began,” Oursler said.
“About an hour before Mass began, Pope Leo rode out
into the square in the popemobile to greet all those
present. We had a magnificent view of him as he drove
by — twice! We participated in the Mass, and as the
time for holy communion came, we positioned our-
selves throughout the square and the long road leading
away from the square.”

Last Thanksgiving, as Cardinal Prevost, the newly ap-
pointed pope visited the NAC to celebrate the American
holiday. Oursler was serving the liturgy and was able to
briefly greet the would-be pope in the sacristy.

“While it was challenging to adjust to life in a differ-
ent country when [ first arrived and there are more than
a few times when I feel the sting of not being close to
family, friends and my many fellow priests and broth-
er seminarians from the Archdiocese of Baltimore,
experiences like the ones [ have had over the last several
weeks certainly cement in my head and heart that God,
out of his superabundant generosity, desired me to be in
Rome during these momentous days, not because I have
accomplished anything particularly noteworthy, but
simply because he is a good father who gives good gifts
to his children,” Oursler said.

Oursler and Chase are finishing a Baccalaureate of
Sacred Theology degree. They will return to Baltimore
and be assigned to different parishes in the archdiocese
for one year. In May 2026, they will be ordained to the
transitional diaconate and return to Rome that fall to
complete a Licentiate of Sacred Theology. In June 2027,
the young men will be ordained priests for the Archdio-
cese of Baltimore.
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My aim is for you to feel HEARD

At Chesapeake Hearing Centers, we see the difference improved
hearing makes every day. We love watching patients react with
joy to a loved one’s voice and being part of the milestones
people experience along their better-hearing journeys. We
take great pride in helping people reach their communication
goals. We'd love to help you!

— Dr. Allison Holtz-Caspar

Call today to schedule your hearing consultation!

410.695.6246

‘ CH ESAPEAKE HELP US CELEBRATE 50 YEARS
H E A R I N G This summer marks the golden anniversary of
Chesapeake Hearing Centers providing life-changing

care. We are celebrating all summer long!

Severna Park - 650 Ritchie Hwy, Ste 104 Dr. Allison Holtz-Caspar Stop by any day during office hours to enter one of
Au.D., CCCG-A

With seven other convenient locations in Annapolis, Columbia, our exciting raffles and grab a treat as a show of our
North Bethesda, Easton, Kent Island, Salisbury, and Ocean Pines Mariya Hutto appreciation for 50 wonderful years! It’s best to call
.com > HearingLosscom’ Hearing Aid Dispenser, ahead to confirm we’re open.

HelpYourHearing Co-Owner
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Severna Park Republican

Women's Club Celebrates
60 Years In Style

Above: (L-R) Julie Harris,
president of the National
Federation of Republican Women;
Amy Leahy, president of the
Severna Park Republican Women;
and Nikki Beaver, political director
of the National Federation of
Republican Women, gathered at the
SPRWC’s 60th anniversary
celebration Right: Archbishop
Spalding High School senior
Shannon Curtis is the winner of
this year’s Marjorie Holt
Scholarship. She was congratulated
by Carolyn Smith, chair of the
scholarship committee.
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The Budget Process

n June 13,
Amanda Fiedler O students
Councilwoman in Anne
District 5 Arundel County
Public Schools
(AACPS) will
have their last
day of classes,
and the Anne
Arundel County
Council will
convene to vote
on the Fiscal
Year 2026 budget proposed by the
county executive. The $2.4 billion budget
sees a majority of expenditures going
to AACPS (49%) followed by the second
largest investment in public safety (21%).

Since the budget was proposed on
May 1, the county council held two
public hearings where we heard from
national board-certified school coun-
selors, the library system employees
and special education teachers, just to
name a few. I have also heard from res-
idents via email, pleased that there are
no property or income tax increases, a
sentiment I agree with.

The county council has also conclud-
ed all budget hearings with each county
department. These hearings are an
opportunity for council members to ask
questions about year-to-year budget
changes and new or ongoing projects.
The departmental budget hearings
take place over several days of hearings
both in person and virtually, and all are
available online for your review.

The acting county auditor has recom-
mended budget adjustments, and the

will be some amount of budget money to
be reallocated through the supplemental
budget process. While ultimately the au-
thority to introduce spending legislation
lies solely with the county executive, the
executive and legislative branches com-
municate to identify shared goals for the
supplemental budget.

In past supplemental budgets, there
have been additional investments like
vehicles for the sheriff’s office, addi-
tional teachers, increased library staff
salaries and additional police officers.
Each year’s supplemental budget is
different and is dependent upon all of
the hearings and steps in the budget
process that lead to that point.

Within the package of budget bills
each year are the bills related to the
different community/private prop-
erty taxing districts, taxing districts
that were voted on by residents as
a self-imposed tax collected by the
county for maintenance use within
the community or among a group of
private property owners.

A bill proposed by the District 6
councilmember, Bill 32-25, aims to
change the fee structure and impose
regulations with penalties for non-com-
pliance. The three taxing districts that
the county manages are the special
community benefit district, shore
erosion control districts, and waterway
improvement districts. If you live in
any of the listed communities below, I
encourage you to contact community
leadership so that they are aware of this
legislation and can provide feedback on
the impact it may have on residents.

he Severna Park Republican Women’s Club (SPRWC) celebrated its 6oth county executive’s budget officer has o Amberley
I anniversary with its annual fashion show fundraiser held at Chartwell responded to those recommendations. » Birchwood
Golf & Country Club on May 14. National Federation of Republican Ultimately, as the final fiscal authority, o Cape St. Claire
Women’s President Julie Harris, of Arkansas, served as the noted speaker. the council will determine what chang- o Capetowne
SPRWC was chartered in 1964, and for 60 years, its members have assisted es to make through the amendment e Carrollton Manor
Republicans to get elected and supported them once in public office. In hon- process, proposing cuts to various areas ¢ Chartwell
or of founding member and former Congresswoman Marjorie Holt, the club of the budget either from the recom- » Hollywood On The Severn
offers a $1,000 scholarship to an Anne Arundel County senior and young mendations of the auditor or individual =~ « Homewood
woman to assist with future education. The award is based on the best essay councilmember proposed changes. A o Indian Hills
submitted on a topic chosen by the committee. This year’s winner is Arch- proposed cut via amendment requires » Kensington
bishop Spalding High School senior Shannon Curtis. four affirmative votes to pass. e Landhaven
SPRWC meets monthly and everyone is welcome. For more information, At the conclusion of amendment day, o Little Magothy River
visit www.sprwec.org. which will take place on June 9, there o Magothy Beach
» Manhattan Beach
e Pines On The Severn
. . . . . . . . o Scheides Cove
Restoring Dignity: Honoring Service, Righting Wrongs | : saee e
o Severndale
o Timbers

Dawn Gile
Senator, District 33

since the repeal of Don’t Ask, ership and the lasting impact he’s made on our state. I welcome your feedback every bud-

Don'’t Tell (DADT) — a policy But the injustices of our military discharge system did not | get session, because I never forget that
that forced lesbian, gay and bisexual =~ end with DADT. For decades, service members struggling the money at work is the money you
service members to choose between with the invisible wounds of war — post-traumatic stress worked hard for. Any member of the
serving their country and living disorder (PTSD), traumatic brain injury (TBI) and military public can testify on the budget bills, or
openly. For nearly two decades, DADT  sexual trauma (MST) — were often punished rather than any other legislation, at our legislative
institutionalized silence and shame, supported. Instead of receiving treatment and compassion, meetings. The county council meets
stripping thousands of courageous many were discharged under less-than-honorable conditions | on the first and third Monday of every
individuals of their military careers, that carried lasting consequences: denial of health care, month (Tuesday if there is a holiday)
their benefits and their dignity. housing assistance, GI Bill education benefits, and more. to consider legislation that may impact

Among them was Anthony Woods, PTSD and TBI are not signs of weakness; they are service- you. Be sure to visit the county council

a West Point graduate, Bronze Star connected injuries that can profoundly affect cognition, website to stay up to date on informa-
recipient, and exemplary soldier who was discharged under = behavior and emotional well-being. Military sexual trauma, tion: www.aacounty.org/county-council.
DADT despite two combat deployments to Iraq. Years later, =~ which affects both women and men in uniform, leaves As always, you can reach out to me
he brought that experience and purpose to his role as Mary-  survivors grappling not only with the trauma itself, but too with any county related questions or
land’s secretary of veterans and military families, as he often with disbelief or retaliation when they come forward. concerns by emailing amanda.fiedler@
championed support for all who serve — including military ~ For too long, these experiences were used as grounds for aacounty.org. It is an honor to serve you
families on the homefront. He served with distinction until ~ » Continued on page 20 and your family.

L ater this year will mark 15 years  recently stepping down, and I'm deeply grateful for his lead-
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t has
LaToya I been an
Nkongolo incredible
Delegate honor to serve
District 31 the residents
of District 31
during the

2025 legisla-

tive session.

Every decision

I made was

in response

to conversa-

tions, phone
calls and emails from constituents,
including protecting our small busi-
nesses, easing the burden on taxpay-
ers, and improving the quality of our
educational system. With your voices
guiding my work, I actively chal-
lenged legislation that posed risks to
our shared values and priorities.

This session brought meaningful
recognition — not for personal gain
but as a reflection of the strong part-
nerships we’ve built together. I was
deeply honored to receive the Legis-
lative Rookie of the Year award from
the Republican caucus, as well as the
Perfect Attendance award. I was also
nominated and chosen by several
colleagues across party lines to repre-
sent Maryland as a state director for
Women in Government. Additionally,

Year-Round Work Continues
After Session Ends

Leadership Anne Arundel named me
a 2025 new leader honoree. These ac-
knowledgments reinforce the impor-
tance of collaboration and consistent
advocacy on your behalf.

Supporting our youth is especially
important to me. I was proud to
award 126 students in our dis-
trict with the Delegate Nkongolo
Scholarship, an investment in the
next generation of leaders from
our community. I look forward to
celebrating their accomplishments
during senior awards nights and
graduation ceremonies.

With the legislative session now
behind us, I am turning my full
attention to listening, learning and
connecting even more with the com-
munity. Whether it’s a homeowners
association meeting, a local event, or
a simple conversation, [ want to hear
directly from you. I have office hours
on Tuesdays; if you would like to
schedule a virtual or in-person meet-
ing, please reach out to my office.

Please don't hesitate to reach out.
[ am here to serve, and together, we
are just getting started.

For assistance, contact my office at
410-841-3510 or email me at latoya.
nkongolo@house.state.md.us. My chief
of staff, Julie Butler, and I are happy
to assist you.

NospICe of the
chesapeake

Governor Moore Announces Grants For
Maryland Institutions Of Higher Learning

overnor Wes Moore announced
G on May 27 that the Maryland

Higher Education Commission
will provide $1 million in grants to 11
colleges and universities to support
new career paths for displaced federal
workers. Through the Teacher Quality
and Diversity Program, institutions of
higher education can help federal work-
ers secure jobs in education through
targeted training, licensure support,
and school district partnerships.

“This funding helps our federal

workers land on their feet, while
also addressing the teacher shortage
throughout our state,” Moore said. “To-

Honoring Service,

» Continued from page 18
discharges that left veterans without the
resources or recognition they deserved.
While the federal Department of
Veterans Affairs has taken important
steps to allow for discharge upgrades in
these cases, Maryland’s process had not
fully caught up. That’s why I was proud to
sponsor and pass Senate Bill 491 (cross-
filed by Delegate Nick Allen, himself a
West Point graduate) during the 2025
legislative session. Maryland already
allowed veterans discharged due to their
sexual orientation or gender identity to
request reconsideration of their eligi-
bility for state benefits. Senate Bill 491
expands that opportunity to include
discharges connected to PTSD, TBI, MST

We love o(omﬂ more!

Pain & Symptom Management

Medications

Medical Equipment
Medical Supplies
Personal Care Products

v~ Education

gether, we will continue to innovate,
collaborate, and protect our people in
the face of attacks from Washington.”
The governor announced the new
grants during a roundtable discussion
between higher education leadership
and displaced federal workers enrolled
in the ACET Flex: From Feds to Eds
program at Montgomery College in
Rockville. The discussion centered on
innovative pathways to transition into
careers in education through targeted
retraining and certification programs,
highlighting the value of federal em-
ployees’ diverse work experience and
commitment to public service.

Righting Wrongs

and other now-recognized injustices.

This bill brings Maryland in line with
federal policy, but more importantly, it
helps ensure that every veteran has a fair
shot at the support and respect they've
earned. Senate Bill 491 is about right-
ing past wrongs and affirming a simple
truth: that those who serve our country
with courage and sacrifice should be met
with dignity, not discrimination.

As we celebrate Pride Month and
reflect on how far we've come, let us
also recommit ourselves to the work
ahead — especially at a time when
hard-won protections and values are
once again being tested at the national
level. Those who step forward to serve
should never be left behind.

v~ Emotional & Spiritual Support

v~ Family Support
v~ Care at Home
v Inpatient Care
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Get the support you need today. 410-987-2003 | www.hospicechesapeake.org
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With Ninth Straight Title, Falcon
Boys Embrace Dynasty Status

Photo courtesy of Fincham Photography

Severna Park showed off their medals and plaque after winning the Class 3A state championship over Towson on May 21.

By David Bashore

T he Severna Park boys lacrosse
team knows that, outside of
their own fanbase, they’re large-
ly hated on account of their dominance
in Maryland public school lacrosse.
They don’t care — and they’ve even
come to embrace playing the heel.
“Every time someone plays SP, it’s their
Super Bowl,” said senior Merric Warren.
“Everyone hates us. We're the New
York Yankees, we're the New England
Patriots. They're all coming after us. They
want what’s ours,” said senior Jack Fish.
Call it arrogance, call it swagger.

When you're on a run like this, you've
earned the right to say what you
please. For nine straight seasons,
Severna Park has absorbed everyone’s
best shot. In the end, much like comic
book and movie megavillain Thanos,
the Falcons are ... inevitable.

As with the titanic bad guy, eventu-
ally Severna Park’s lacrosse team will
be vanquished. But not this year.

Behind hat tricks from Timmy
Sullivan and Duke Sealey, a pair of
goals from Fish and Ben Ruppert, a
suffocating defense, and a trio of time-
ly quality saves from Hastings Fava,

Severna Park swept aside Towson 11-4
on May 21 to win the 2025 Class 3A
state championship.

It’s the ninth straight state champi-
onship trophy headed back to Severna
Park and the 14th overall, both Mary-
land Public Secondary Schools Athletic
Association records across all divisions.

In breezy, cool, and rainy conditions
at Stevenson University, the two teams
delivered a game fitting the conditions:
hard-nosed, physical, often testy, occa-
sional moments of magic.

The Falcons started well, negating
» Continued on page 35

Bruins Rally For Fifth Straight State Title

Photo by David Bashore

The Bruins overturned a deficit to beat Urbana 8-6 and win the program’s fifth straight 4A girls lacrosse championship.

By David Bashore

fter conceding the first four
Agoals of the 4A state girls

lacrosse championship game on
May 22, it would have been easy for
Broadneck to panic.

Nothing was going their way, and
their long string of titles was in dis-
tinct jeopardy.

Instead, they refocused and remind-
ed themselves: this isn’t us.

The next 36 minutes of play was very

much Broadneck, as the Bruins over-
turned that deficit and held off Urbana
8-6 at Stevenson University’s Mustang
Stadium to win the program’s fiftth
straight championship.

“These girls are just resilient, and
we’ve known that all year,” said Broad-
neck coach Katy Kelley. “Lacrosse is a
game like basketball; 4-0 is nothing to
worry about in the first quarter. In the
fourth quarter, maybe, but we played
quarter-to-quarter, and we wanted to

just play like Broadneck.”

Normally playing provider and draw
specialist, Ceci Facciponti scored
three times and assisted on the eventu-
al game-winning goal. Nora Lopes and
Savannah Libby both netted twice,
while Sienna Miller had a goal and an
assist. Raleigh Kerst had two assists.

The Bruins made their headway from
gaining 8-meter free position restarts.
Half of their goals came from that
» Continued on page 30
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Mellynchuk,

Broadneck
Complete
Three-Peat

Severna Park’s Bilnoski
Makes Unseeded Run
To 3A Girls Tennis Title

In the 3A competition, Severna
Park’s Brynn Bilnoski capped a
stellar tournament by claiming
the girls singles title.

livia Mellynchuk and the
O Broadneck tennis team are both
three-time state champions.

Mellynchuk reached the girls sin-
gles final for the fourth year in a row,
winning her third straight title on May
24 by defeating Winston Churchill’s Lily
Ganjbaksh 6-2, 6-2.

The Army-bound senior was one of
four scoring entries for Broadneck in the
five competitions, helping the Bruins
win their third straight team title. This
one came outright, after winning on
a tiebreaker last year and sharing the
title in 2023. They scored 20 points to
Churchill’s 19.

“Truly is a team effort,” said Broad-
neck tennis head coach Andrew “Rex”
Kennedy. “If everyone didn’t win their
respective matches, even for second or
third place, we wouldn’t have been able
to secure a third consecutive state title.”

Broadneck’s Hadley Crooks and Gigi
Garner reached the girls doubles final
but fell 6-4, 6-0. Anissa Jean-Claude
and Ryan Sar reached the mixed dou-
bles final but fell 6-4, 7-6. Henry Cukor
and Kekoa Hamilton finished third in
the boys doubles competition.

“Broadneck relied heavily on the
dominance of senior captain Olivia
» Continued on page 25
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Broadneck Baseball Wins Third-Ever Region Title

Controversial Ending To
Semifinal Game Ends
Bruins’ Run At 23-2

By David Bashore

n the bottom of the eighth inning of
I the 4A East Il baseball region title

game May 15, members of Broad-
neck’s boys lacrosse team shouted from
the bleachers at junior left fielder Aiden
Casey, encouraging him to “bring him
home” and end the game.

Never mind the fact that Casey was on
deck, and there was nobody on base.

They were prophetic.

After a one-out single, Casey smashed
a hanging slider down the left-field line.
The ball landed just fair and went all the
way to the fence, pinch runner Cooper
Mengel scored with ease, and Broadneck
started to party like it was 1995.

Casey’s second hit of the day gave the
Bruins a 2-1 walk-off win over defend-
ing 4A champion Leonardtown and put
Broadneck in the state tournament for
the first time in 30 years, adding to the
county championship won the week
before over Northeast.

“I knew the pitcher kept wanting to
throw that slider on the inside corner,
and he left one middle-in and I knew
that was the one,” said Casey, who was
mobbed between second and third base
by a black-with-maroon-trim wall of
elated teammates after Mengel scored.
“I thought it was going to go foul, then I
thought the left fielder was going to cut
it off; as soon as it got past him and went
to the wall, I knew Cooper was going to
score. That moment felt so good.”

To get Casey to his moment took an
effort from every player in the order,
plus the pitching crew. Leadoff hitter
Mike Swick didn’t record a hit, but
he walked twice and ran down a deep
fly ball in the left-center field gap for a
long out. Shortstop Avik Cherry twice
flashed the leather to rob Leonardtown

BHS, SPHS
Tennis

» Continued from page 22

Mellynchuk and the versatility of ju-
nior captains Hadley Crooks and Anis-
sa Jean-Claude,” Kennedy said. “While
Olivia dominated the singles spot, it
should be noted that Hadley and Anis-
sa paired with six different teammates
throughout the year, showing their
ability to reach high levels regardless
of who they were paired with.”

In the 3A competition, Severna Park’s
Brynn Bilnoski capped a stellar tour-
nament by claiming the girls singles title
over Mount Hebron’s Riya Rai, 6-3, 6-4.

Unseeded, Bilnoski knocked off sec-
ond-seeded Rai the day after knocking
out top seed Katherine Yao of Thom-
as S. Wootton in a super tiebreak,
10-8, after they split the first two sets
of their semifinal.

Carys Preston and Gavin Gerard
reached the mixed doubles final but
lost in a super tiebreak. Ty Maddox
and Koby Bragg finished third in
boys doubles.

Severna Park finished third in the
team standings.

Photo by David Bashore

Cooper Mengel (9) and his Bruins teammates celebrated after their 2-1
walk-off win over Leonardtown in the 4A region final.

of sure hits.

Later, catcher Nick Cicale scrambled
to chase down a dropped third strike
and made an off-balance throw that still
had pinpoint accuracy. First baseman
Noah Forman saved four outs in the
field, stretching and leaping to corral
throws that were slightly off target.
Freshman third baseman Max White
made a hard play look routine to end an
inning, then led off the home half with
a single that turned into Broadneck’s
first run. Grant Morsberger singled
to lead off the eighth, which proved
to be the game-winning run. Luke
Smith and Kobe Owen worked counts
and tried to drive up the pitch count,
and Owen picked up the win with two
innings of relief pitching.

“We all just want to give the next guy
a chance. The theme for us is to pass

the torch,” Casey said. “Every one of us
just wants to go 1-0 in our at-bat, every
pitch, every game, so the next guy gets a
chance to do something.”

The resilience and grit helped Broad-
neck avoid the bugaboo of years past: one
bad inning that derailed everything they
had worked so hard to earn.

That inning could have come in the
sixth on that Thursday, when Leon-
ardtown finally got to starter Chase
Hannon and knocked him around a
little, scoring their only run of the game.
But Hannon dug deep, the defense ral-
lied around him, and they got out of the
inning with the game still tied.

Hannon pitched six complete in-
nings, allowing three hits and striking
out eight.

“None of this is easy at this stage of
the season,” said Broadneck coach Matt

Skrenchuk. “We believe in our guys,
they believe in themselves, and they
have a lot of experience in situations
like this.”

The Bruins’ run ended in controversial
circumstances in the state semifinals
against Urbana. Having overcome a
catastrophic first two innings in which
they committed six errors and allowed as
many unearned runs, Broadneck rallied
to tie the game and force extra innings
— six of them, to be precise.

In the bottom of the 13th, with two on
and two out and the Bruins down 9-7 and
down to their final strike, Smith flared a
fly ball down the right-field line. Urba-
na’s right fielder dove for it and missed,
and the ball squirted into foul territory
as the Bruins circled the bases to tie the
game once again.

Or so they thought.

Urbana’s protests of a successful catch
forced a conference of umpires, who
ruled the ball was not caught. Continued
protests resulted in a second conference,
after which the play was ruled a foul ball.
Video footage of the play in question
showed the ball landing in fair territory.

Smith grounded out on the next pitch,
and Urbana was off to the final with
Broadneck’s season suddenly, achingly,
over just like that.

It was a strange ending to a truly
strange game: the teams combined for
nine errors, seven double plays, and
five baserunning outs. There was also
an incident in which Casey’s metal bat
snapped just like a wood one would
have, leaving only the handle left in
his hands as he stood bewildered after
reaching first base.

With the loss, the season ended, as did
the decorated careers of eight seniors:
Forman, Hannon, Swick, Cicale, Owen,
Morsberger, Garrett Drish and Cade
Schuetter. They leave the Broadneck
program with two county championships
in three years and the program’s third
ever region championship.

Bruins And Falcons Softball, Severna

Park Baseball Exit In Regionals

By David Bashore

Broadneck

season of promise for the
ABroadneck softball team was

derailed late on by injury.
The Bruins returned to the 4A East
Region IT championship game against
Leonardtown, but absent their start-
ing pitcher for much of the stretch
run, that was as far as Broadneck
could get as they fell 9-o on May 15.

Broadneck, down normal start-
er Rylan Crisafulli due to injury,
reached the region final after beating
Bowie 16-0 three days earlier. Al-
iceanna Weibley had four hits and
drove in four runs, while Lily Kisling
drove in two runs. Kiera Plumley
and Izzy Barrass teamed up to pitch
five perfect innings, striking out a
combined 12 of Bowie’s batters.
Broadneck, which finished with a

15-5 record, graduates 10 seniors from
this year’s squad: Weibley, Kisling,

Chiara McIntosh, Elena Durkin,
Malayna Owens, Addie Cornelius,
Grace Purdum, Amanda Ford,
Abby Favazza and Bella Herrera.

Severna Park

After a surprising upset on the
other side of the bracket, the Severna
Park baseball team had itself a home
game in the region final. Unfortu-
nately, the upset was because Arundel
got hot, and the Wildcats ended the
Falcons’ season with a 7-2 victory at
Joe Cannon Stadium in Hanover on
May 13. Severna Park finished with a
14-7 record.

The Falcons got to the region final
by clipping James M. Bennett 3-2 on
the road on May 10. They built up
a 3-o lead heading into the seventh
inning but had to hang on after a two-
run error tightened the game. Evan
Boucher had two hits, while Jacob
Williams and Charlie Delobe each
knocked in a run.

The Falcons say goodbye to nine se-
niors: Williams, Adam Clark, Ethan
Dillion, Eric Benner, Vince Nguy-
en, Charlie Hartman, Dylan Grice,
Benji Beisler and Ryan Jamison.

The Severna Park softball team
reached the region semifinals before
losing to top-seeded Northeast 8-1 on
May 12, ending their season with a
record of 11-10.

The Falcons survived a wild first-
round game against South River four
days prior, winning 12-11 in come-
from-behind fashion after seeing a
huge lead slip away. They plated nine
runs in the first inning and led 10-0
after two, but South River scored the
next 11 runs to take a one-run lead
into the sixth inning. Lucy Benner’s
double scored the tying run and the
eventual winning run came around
on an error.

Severna Park graduates just two se-
niors from this year’s squad: Addison
Bianco and Ryleigh Smith.
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SPMS Girls Are County Champions Inthe neugural season of
y P Anne Arundel County

middle school sports, the
Severna Park girls soccer
team won their playoff
game against Brooklyn
Park, 6-0, to become county
champions. Patrick Joyner
served as the team’s head
coach, with Kevin Reeve as
an assistant coach. Players
included Laken Alexander,
Emily Binnie, Kylie
Crockett, Rachel Crockett,
Elly Davis, Juliette Gagnier,
Ella Gold, Audrey Hopkin,
Juliette Jacobs van Merlen,
Delaney Jones, Brooklyn
Matta, Alexa Merolla,
Alaina Moran, Hannah
Morris, Ana Panitz, Kolbie
Phillips, Lola Phippen,
Sienna McPhee, Marin
Schaffer and Mary
Scwabenbauer.

ASK ABOUT

THE SHERIDAN 7 1
HESHERIDAN  Count on us like fami
a Senior Lifestyle community PERSONAL TOURS AVAILABLE | BY APPOINTMENT

With a modern, nautical-inspired design, The Sheridan at Severna
Park offers exceptional care in a charming, upscale environment
where your loved one could thrive. With our gracious hospitality
and dedicated team members, we set a higher standard for
assisted living and memory care. Come visit - we’d love to show
you around and answer all your questions about senior living.

When you experience it for yourself, you’ll
understand why we’re the community of choice
for so many seniors and their families.

721 to schedule your visit

134 Ritchie Highway | Pasadena, MD 21122 | Assisted Living | Memory Care SENIOR @

%o
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VERITY FOGARTY/

Annapolis Area Christian School
Cross Country, Swimming,

Track & Field

By David Bashore

f something’s happened at An-
I napolis Area Christian School

(AACS) in the last four years,
odds are Verity Fogarty played
some part in it.

Fogarty, who graduated May 17,
was involved in virtually everything
possible during her time at AACS.
She was a varsity athlete in three
sports — cross country, swimming,
and track and field — all four years
of high school. She also partici-
pated in color guard for two years,
tutored students in American Sign
Language (ASL), and took multiple
dual-enrollment classes through
Liberty University. Fogarty excelled
in all of it, while accumulating an
unweighted 3.9 GPA.

“I'm not the best time manag-
er, but somehow I did it,” Fogarty
said. “I think I did well because I
could immediately go after school
to practice, and then immediately
go home, eat, and then go upstairs
and work. It was repetitive, but
luckily the work wasn’t too over-
bearing, and I could get it done.”

Verity Fogarty was a varsity athlete in three sports — cross country,
swimming, and track and field — all four years of high school. She
also participated in color guard for two years, tutored students in
American Sign Language (ASL), and took multiple dual-enrollment

Of all the things she did, Fogarty
loved cross country the most.

It was in that discipline that she
helped AACS to the Interscholastic
Athletic Association of Maryland
(IAAM) C Conference champion-
ship last fall, finishing sixth in the
championship race despite battling
illness. She didn’t tell anyone until
afterward, for fear of upsetting

classes through Liberty University.

the team’s momentum toward a
championship.

“We were doing so well all season,
and all of our top five runners were
placing very high. [ knew that we
could win, but I knew that if I didn’t
run that we might not win,” Fog-
arty said. “I didn’t tell my coaches
because I didn’t want to sit out — I
wanted to make sure we would win.”

Her choice proved decisive: AACS
won with 27 points to St. Timothy’s
43. Had she not raced and the stand-
ings remained the same, St. Timo-
thy’s would have won by one point.

It was the program’s tight-knit-
ted nature that drew Fogarty in
and kept her there all four years.

“I'had an amazing team and
they made the whole experience
even better. We also had amazing
coaches that made our experience
as athletes and a team really tight-
knit and close,” she said, praising
one coach for arranging Chick-fil-A
runs on Saturday mornings, and
another for channeling her physical

therapy, recovery, and nutritional
expertise to the athletes’ benefit.

Fogarty took that second lesson
and extended her studies to benefit
other people, something she hopes
to continue at Liberty. She chose
American Sign Language as her
language component at AACS, and
she turned to tutoring younger
students in the assignment during
the school’s Engage period — sim-
ilar to study/lunch blocks at Anne
Arundel County Public Schools.

It’s a class that captured her
heart, and one she plans to study at
Liberty to become an interpreter.

“I thought ASL was really fun. At
the same time, ASL is a bit differ-
ent from other languages because
you have to get down to the mean-
ing with ASL,” Fogarty said. “It’s
more specific than English, which
is helpful for me because I have
ADHD, and I have trouble telling
people how I feel and being able to
use ASL to do that has been really
awesome. I feel heard.”

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

#MOVEUPWITHMAT TWYBLE

Realtor®

MATT WYBLE

NEXTSTEPR

R E A L T Y

0 4105622325
R, 4105715248

The Voice's Student-Athlete of the Month is proudly sponsored by Matt Wyble of Next Step Realty.
Contact Zach Sparks at zach@severnaparkvoice.com to nominate a local student making a positive impact through sports.

Warfield & Darrah, P.C.

Attorneys at Law
Paula J. Darrah

Voted
All Family Law Matters  Best Lawyer
Divorce ~ Property Division 2020, 2021,
Custody ~ Alimony ~ Child Support 2022, 2023 e
Protective Order Proceedings -

Offering Free %2 Hour consultation. Remote Conferencing.

Schedule Yours Today!

Severna Park II, 838 Ritchie Highway, Suite 2, Severna Park, Maryland 21146
(410) 544-1020

www.darrahfamilylaw.com

410-394-9617

info@mwesolutions.net

www.mwepartnership.com

Join Our Team as a Benefits Counselor!

Are you passionate about helping others?
We're looking fordedicated Benefits
Counselors to join our dynamic team. In this
role, you'll provide personalized guidance to
individualsnavigating their benefits options,
ensuring they makeinformed decisions.

We're looking for:
- Strong communications
and interpersonal skills

- Detail-oriented with excellent
problem-solving abilities

- Previous experience in benefits
counseling or relatedfields is a plus!
A genuine desire to make a
positive impact in people’slives

Contact us now to become a part of our
mission to supportand empower our
community!

8370 Veterans Highway Suite 101
Millersville, MD 21108
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Falcon Girls Fall Short In Three-Peat Bid

Photos by Fincham Photography

Despite several setbacks, the Severna Park girls kept their energy high throughout a state championship game they would eventually lose 11-10 to Marriotts Ridge.

By David Bashore

ometimes, the best just isn’t quite
enough.
Three fourth-period goals, two

during a penalty and the third from a
draw that took place during the advan-
tage, lifted Marriotts Ridge past Sever-
na Park 11-10 at Stevenson University
on May 21, giving the Mustangs the
3A state girls lacrosse championship
and ending the Falcons’ reign atop the
classification.

Maria Bragg had a hat trick plus an
assist, and Erin Hussey scored twice
and had an assist. Payton Jeffers and
Ava Deegan both had a pair of goals,
and Gracie Ciuba also scored for
Severna Park.

Though the Falcons were denied a
third successive state championship, the
fact they were in the game at the end at

all was a testament to grit and character.

Alittle more than 10 minutes into
the game, senior defender Avery Savi-
ano picked up her second yellow card
when her stick-check attempt glanced
off the head of her mark — a strict
interpretation of the rules but one the
Falcons felt lacked the kind of leeway
often considered in those situations.
That robbed them of their fastest de-
fender and a key transition player.

In the second, midfielder Bella Van
Gieson collapsed to the turf while bat-
tling through a double-team, having
suffered a right knee injury. She did
not return, and with that, the Falcons’
best two-way midfielder was also gone.

Still, they found a way to enter half-
time tied at 7 and feeling pretty good
about their chances.

“Those two are so important to us,

Lucy Davis made multiple saves in goal, but the
Marriotts Ridge attack proved to be too much for

the shorthanded Falcons.

not just on the field but off the field
they do so much for us and have been
true leaders for us,” senior Payton
Jeffers said of Saviano and Van Gie-
son. “So it was, just do it for them.”

From 6-3 down in the second quar-
ter, Severna Park went ahead 10-8.
They didn’t score again, but it looked
like they might not need to until Bragg
was whistled for a stick to the head
with 6:11 left in the game. Marriotts
Ridge scored twice on that penalty,
and they won the draw that gave them
the decisive goal before Bragg emerged
from the box.

Try as they might, Severna Park
couldn’t find that last goal they needed
to extend the game.

“For all that we went through in a
state playoff game, I'm so proud of
this team. They pulled together,” said

Severna Park coach Annie Houghton.
“You always want to win and it doesn’t
always happen that way. They mustered
energy and they were pumped up — we
made some crucial plays, but they came
up on the winning side. There’s ups and
downs — you always want to be on the
ups, and the downs stink, but I'm so
proud of the way this team played.”

The team’s nine seniors — Hussey,
Jeffers, Van Gieson, Saviano, Kiera Ab-
ere, Kaylee Gerber, Nora Gerig, Kate
Griner and Jessica Ricci — conclude
their careers as three-time state final-
ists and two-time state champions.

“Not everyone gets to make it here.
We have to fight for a spot here and
fight for a win, and only one team gets
that win,” Hussey said. “We're defi-
nitely very lucky and fortunate to have
made it here (so often).”

Erin Hussey scored twice and had an assist for
the Falcons in the state final.

Maria Bragg had a hat
trick plus an assist
against the Mustangs.



SEVERNA PARK VOICE JUNE 2025 m

GRAND OPENING!

Communi

EAT

PORCHES AND DECKS
COMPOSITE - WOOD - CEDAR

We handle permits
Payment plans available

410-500-2266

50EastRemodeling.com

Ei! Your Trusted, Local Builder "




BEX sune2025

SEVERNA PARK VOICE

Kelley Stands Down As
Broadneck Girls Lax Coach

By David Bashore
I n the moments after Broadneck’s

comeback 8-6 victory over Urbana
to win a fifth straight state girls
lacrosse championship, head coach
Katy Kelley — normally as stoic as
they come — couldn’t suppress the
emotion anymore.
Asked in the postgame media scrum,
she explained why: “It was my last one.”
After 25 years on the Broadneck
staff, and the last 12 as the head coach,
Kelley is hanging up the whistle.

Though she told Broadneck admin-
istration the day before the cham-
pionship game and her team imme-
diately after that game, Kelley said
she decided in September that this
season was it.

“There’s a lot that goes into being
a head coach at this level, and all the
things that that entails. I didn’t feel
like I could give everything like that,
and I'm not willing to do it a differ-
ent way,” Kelley said. “My kids are
getting older, and their problems are

Bruins Rally For State Title

» Continued from page 22

situation, and it was a matter of sacri-

ficing some physical contact in order to

help the team get into a better spot.
“My body was on the grass a lot,

but it was kind of just about getting

possession,” Facciponti said. “I defi-

nitely capitalized on knowing the way

they played. I just tried to do it for

my teammates. We were just there for

each other more after the first quarter.
We pulled together, talked to each oth-
er, and it was just about believing it.”

For the first 12 minutes, it looked like
the problems that plagued the Bruins in
their narrow semifinal win over Quince
Orchard were hanging around again:
lack of focus, letting in soft goals, and
an overall lack of crisp play.

Goalie Molly Robison described the

getting bigger, and I need to be there
for that. It’s just time, and it feels
right because I love this senior class
... it feels right even now (after win-
ning states), which probably means
it’s the right decision. I might feel
different on March 1, who knows, but
it feels right.”

Kelley exits having been on staff for
all eight of Broadneck’s state champi-
onships — the last five as head coach
— and nine of the program’s 10 state
championship game appearances.

Photo by Dennis McGinley

After leading the Bruins to five
straight state championships, Katy
Kelley is hanging up the whistle.

difference in mindset that helped her,
and the team, resettle after a rocky
first period.

“I have two completely different
mindsets, and one’s in the game and
one’s not at all. I feel like the past
game, [ felt like I was in the one that
wasn’t in the game at all, and not
really understanding that [ was in the
game, I need to focus,” Robison said.
“After that first quarter, when every-
thing went in, I just locked in — I'll get

in my head a little bit and tell myself
things, and I know that’s when I'm
not in the game. When my mind goes
blank, that’s when I'm locked in.”

The team followed both Robison’s
lead and the team mantra of “Just be
Broadneck.” After falling behind 4-o,
the Bruins tied it up in the second
quarter. Urbana netted to retake the
lead just before halftime, but the Hawks
would score only one more time.

Instead, Broadneck went to work.
Libby scored her second of the night
from a free position, and then Lopes
did the same with 47 seconds left in the
third to give the Bruins the lead for the
first, and final, time of the game. Goals
from Miller and Facciponti iced the
game, though Urbana got one late on.

“We work hard collectively as coach-
es, and the girls do a lot to build us,
and not always focus on other peo-
ple,” Kelley said. “We work hard, and
we do things that are fun to help us
stay connected. Our motto is, ‘Just be
Broadneck. We have to worry about us
getting better, us being prepared, and
having humble confidence in that.”

Anticipating a dynasty is a fool’s
errand, but that’s what Broadneck’s girls
lacrosse program has become. As the
seniors looked back at their completed
high school careers, with hindsight, they
can see the signs were always there.

“I don’t think [ would expect it (com-
ing into high school),” Miller said. “I
wouldn’t put it past us, because I knew
coming into the program that we have a
great coach, we have great players, and
it’s an overall successful program. But I
think I'm so lucky to be a part of it.”

In total, the Bruins are saying good-
bye to 13 seniors — Miller, Kerst, Lib-
by, Katelyn Kearns, Faith Everett,
Cayman Holmes, Katelyn Curley,
Makayla Myers, Abbie Morris,
Harper Jacobs, Gabby King, Bailee
Kungis and Izzy Lunay.

Photos by Dennis McGinley
Top: Ceci Facciponti scored on this
8-meter restart to kick-start
Broadneck’s rally as the Bruins
came from behind to defeat Urbana
8-6 to retain the 4A girls lacrosse
crown. Bottom Left: Broadneck
goalie Molly Robison rallied after
giving up the game’s first four
goals, conceding just two the rest
of the way. Bottom Right: Raleigh
Kerst provided speed, savvy, and
playmaking ability, assisting on
two Broadneck goals.
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Repsnakes Are Lacrosse Boys Spring Middie A Champions

n May 18, the Severna Park Green Hornets - .
2032 boys followed up their third-place finish With a 14-8 win in the
in the GHCLC 2032 Elite division by winning final, the Repsnakes

the Anne Arundel County 2025 lacrosse boys spring won the Middie A
Middie (fifth/sixth-grade) A championship at Severna | championship in May.

Park High School. Coaches Brad Reppert, Derek
Howells, Kim Bloomfield and Eric Wedemeyer led the
youngest team in the league to an undefeated season (9-0) and
the No. 1 seed in the playoffs. In the quarterfinal match-up, the
Repsnakes dispatched the No. 4 seed SCYA 14-1 before beating
the No. 3 seed GSPAA team 14-8 in the final to claim the trophy.

This season, the 2032 boys’ defense was anchored by Aiden
Cooke, Henry Smith and Joey Blanchet in front of net-
minder Sammy Coleman. The all-around play of midfielders
Caden Howells, Nathan Feldman and River Baker compli-
mented the attack of Bryce Arnold, Liam Cooke, Braxton
Reppert and Ryan Berger. Long stick midfielders Carter
Wasserman and Hunter Slater rounded out the strong skill
of Mark Wedemeyer, Connor Wild, Lawton Bloomfield,
Grame McDowell and George Fewster as newcomers Pat-
rick Turner, Brantley Masters and Logan Blair contribut-
ed to another successful season.

Jody Buck, Realtor®
Key Group of Cummings & Co. Realtors
410.804.9597 | 410.823.0033
jody@keygroupmd.com

Live.

Work.

Play.

Severna Park.

Proudly serving Anne
Arundel County for all
your real estate needs.

@a Je %
CUMMINGS &Co.

REALTORS
KEYGROUP
Jeff Gunther, NMLS # 191715 Steve Hamilton
Branch Manager, PRMI Managing Partner / Attorney
410.340.9787 | 410.844.4602 410.457.9910
jeff.gunther@primeres.com steve@candctitleco.com
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Expert CAl@
in the office you Trust.

MPCP In Arnold Welcomes
Leor Krichilsky, MD

Dr. Krichilsky comes to us from
San Diego, CA and is accepting
patients 14 years and older.

Women's Health

Family physicians are well-trained, qualified
and involved in providing comprehensive,
ongoing care for women throughout their
lifecycles. Our office now offers IUD and
Nexplanon insertion for our patients.

For more information, visit our website: www.MPCP.com

ARNOLD OFFICE

Your Care Is Our Primary Concern

Call us today to schedule
your appointment so you can:

« Stay Healthier Longer < Personalize Your Care
* Lower Your Healthcare Cost

* Ensure All Vaccines Are Up To Date

1509 Ritchie Highway, Arnold, MD 21012

410.757.7600

-
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Thank You
Severna Park
For
Voting Us
Best
Car Wash!
2011 - 2025

VOTED
_THE BEST OF
SEVERNA PARK

2025

Clean, Dry,
Shiny, Fast!

Keep Your Car Shiny,
Clean & Spot Free with an
UNLIMITED
CAR WASH MEMBERSHIP

Starting at

*43....

Auto
Detailing

“Make your car NEW again!”

CALL TO SCHEDULE
410-544-9009

« Interior Detailing - Headlight
« Exterior Restoration

Detailing « Carpet Shampoo
- Hand Waxes « Scratch Removal

Hours of Operation: Monday - Saturday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

825 Ritchie Highway, Severna Park, MD

410-544-9009

The Maryland
Gutter Experts

- Replacement
- Repair

- Cleaning

- Protection

Secure Your
Home With
Guardian
Gutters

Where quality seamlessly
merges with excellence!
Contact us now for a
consultation and experience
the difference of premium
gutter solutions. Don't wait,
fortify your home today!

443-775-2349

GuardianGuttersMD.com
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Broadneck Boys Lacrosse

Thwarted By Urbana

By David Bashore

or the second straight season,
F Broadneck and Urbana locked

horns in the 4A boys lacrosse state
championship. In a game that was more
patient than urgent, measured than
intense, Urbana stymied Broadneck for
a 5-2 win that defended the Hawks’ title
from 2024.

The muted championship game on
May 22 was a dramatic 180 from last
year’s final between the same two
teams, which was played on the edge as
bad blood threatened to spill over.

Instead, the teams played out a
grinding, low-energy game that wore
down toward its conclusion, interrupted
by the occasional goal as both teams
largely canceled each other out.

“Urbana came ready,” said Broadneck
coach Jeff McGuire. “I think we came
out trying to play our way and they were
trying to crash course into it. Pretty
much stalemate lacrosse, and at the
same time, we're trying to do the same
things we've done and we just needed a
different plan.

“I hate to see hockey scores in lacrosse
games, because we want to play a little
faster. When we can’t play fast, we can’t
get in our groove.”

The game was 2-1 at halftime, but
Urbana finally broke open in the third
quarter with two quickfire goals, one
when a defensive press just missed forc-
ing a turnover and instead gave Urbana

Photos by Dennis McGinley
Top Right: Jack Deitch battled for
possession with Urbana’s midfield
throughout the game. Bottom
Right: Wyatt Hicks tried to
generate offense from the attack
position for Broadneck.

numbers in attack, the second after an
interference penalty against the Bruins.

Just like that, it was 4-1, and with
the game tempo largely already set, the
mountain was too high for Broadneck
to scale. Brayden Schmidt and Carson
Pierce netted goals for the Bruins,
who also got six saves from Braedon
Goloboski.

“You're playing great defense, you're
winning faceoffs, and you don’t get
really any extra man opportunities —
we had one and I think they had four
or five,” McGuire said. “It’s those quick
ones that get you, and we didn’t clear a
few times and that killed us late.”

The Bruins were making their fourth
straight championship game appear-
ance, and they were playing Urbana in
the state playoffs for the fourth straight
season, the last two being in the
championship.

Before the young squad regroups for
another run, the Bruins will bid farewell
to eight seniors: Schmidt, Blake Levic-
ki, Noah Yoder, Carter Marquardt,
Brayden Goldstein, Donovan Boyer,
Donovan Probst and Zach Mengel.

Advanced Hearing Healthcare
with a Personal Touch

Who should get a Hearing Test?
Cardiac Patients ¢ Diabetics ¢ Cancer Survivors

Cardiac Patients - Inadequate blood flow from heart disease can
contribute to hearing loss.

Diabetics - High blood glucose levels can damage the small blood
vessels in your inner ear, diminishing the ability to hear.

Cancer Survivors - Damaged hair cells in your inner ear do not grow
back, and can lead to hearing loss, ringing in the ear and dizziness.

Call to schedule your annual hearing evaluation today.

410-672-1244

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203A | Severna Park | www.HearSolutions.com
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Nose to, Tail Health Care
Included in Standard Plan:

Unlimited Exams wn:te::(lou
A ar \/Aa i N 4
All 1 Year Vaccines When You

- 1 Fecal Test | Need It!
+ Comprehensive Labwork
+ Microchip and Membership

VCACareClub.com

4100 Mountain Road | Pasadena, MD 21122 | 410-360-PAWS (7297)

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 ¢ 410-647-9400
) ) spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com ¢ www.severnaparkvoice.com
Check out our website today! vcahospitals.com/calvert # facebook.com/severnaparkvoice & @SPVoice

(across from Lake Shore Plaza)
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Falcon Boys
Embrace
Dynasty Status

» Continued from page 22
perhaps the team’s one flaw this season,
that being a slow start out of the gate.
But after Towson tied the game at 3
midway through the second quarter,
Severna Park slowly began to squeeze
the life out of both the game and their
opponent. A five-goal run gave the Fal-
cons all the breathing room they’d need.

“Early in the season, we had some
early turnovers and throwaways, and it
would take us five minutes or so before
we started firing. It was like that all
season,” said Severna Park coach Bob
Zichelli. “We kept thinking that at
the end that was going to hurt us, but
it was like that all season. I couldn’t
figure it out, but it worked for us.”

The game was capped with a late goal

from senior Mason Pugh. That goal
kicked off raucous celebration from the
Falcons bench and further frustration
for Towson, which came up short against
Severna Park for the second straight year.

At the final horn, the Falcons cele-
brated with more emotion than they
have in the previous few iterations.
After only knowing tense, tight state
finals — the last three titles were won
by a combined six goals — the team’s
14 seniors were able to truly savor
their final moments together.

“We had a lot of motivation coming
into the game, especially since (the
student section of) the other team was
booing us as we walked on the field. It
gave us fuel; they probably shouldn’t
have done that,” Fish said. “But me and
alot of the other seniors, we've been
playing together since we were 5 years
old, and to be able to win every single
year with those boys, it means a lot.”

The victory capped a 18-1 season,
where the Falcons scored 10 goals 16
times, and gave up five or fewer goals

16 times. Of their wins, 15 came by
seven or more goals.

It was a dominant stretch that
sent out the seniors on a high: Fish,
Sullivan, Pugh, Warren, Fava, Joey
Tramontana, Teddy Evans, Landon
Zawartka, Reid Caughy, Connor
Lamoreaux, Dimitri Bordone, Por-
ter Hill, Ashton Cristallo and Bryce
Gunther wrapped up their careers
with another state title and handed a
large junior class the task of carrying
the tradition forward.

The Falcons want to embrace their
reign a little while longer, though, and
they have the community support that
always gives them a chance.

“I always say it’s the families, and
the community,” Zichelli said. “We’ve
got the Green Hornets, all these guys
play club ball, and Mom and Dad drive
thousands of miles and spend lots of
dollars. Our community really sup-
ports us big time. If it wasn’t for that,
we wouldn’t have accomplished what
we've accomplished here.”

Photos courtesy of Fincham Photography

Above Left: Ben Ruppert scored twice and helped Severna Park’s attack outpace Towson in the 3A championship game.
Above Right: Ben Ruppert and Jack Fish went airborne for this celebration after a Falcons’ goal. Below Left: The
Falcons defense swarmed Towson every time the Generals tried to build momentum. Below Right: Davis Bates
commanded the faceoff circle for Severna Park, winning draw after draw to set up the Falcons offense.

Spalding
Defensive
Back
Commits

To Florida
State

Photo by Kevin Murnane
Following his senior season next
fall, Severna Park resident Sean
Johnson will take his talents from
Archbishop Spalding to Florida
State University.

By Kevin Murnane

rchbishop Spalding rising senior
Adefensive back and Severna Park

resident Sean Johnson has
committed to play college ball at Flori-
da State University. Johnson commit-
ted in April after his March visit to the
Tallahassee campus.

“It just felt like home,” said Johnson,
who toured the Seminole facility with
his mom. Johnson, who plays corner-
back for the Archbishop Spalding Cav-
aliers, will switch to safety at Florida
State. Johnson is now 6 feet, 2 inches
tall and 210 pounds, and his size will
bode well in the competitive Atlantic
Coast Conference.

“Sean is one of the most talented
players in our football program,” said
Spalding head football coach Kyle
Schmitt. “His skill set allows him to
play all three secondary positions, and
his length and size creates challenges
for all types of receivers.”

Johnson, who played youth foot-
ball with the Green Hornets, wants
to thank his parents, his prior Green
Hornets and current Spalding coaches,
and his current and former teammates
for helping him achieve this accom-
plishment of attending a Division
I university and continuing to play
football. He looks forward to his senior
season at Spalding and hopes the
Cavaliers can win a fourth consecutive
Maryland Interscholastic Athletic As-
sociation A Conference championship.
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Bethany Farber Earns Prestigious
Socrates Award At Chesterton Academy

Senior Bethany Farber, who earned the State of
Maryland Certificate of Merit, posed with her
favorite Chesterton Academy educator, Tim Feeney.

By Judy Tacyn

omeschool. Private school. Public school.
H California. Virginia. Maryland. Graduating

Chesterton Academy of Annapolis senior
Bethany Farber has done them all.

As a child of a Navy parent, Farber didn’t feel
grounded until her family settled in Severna Park.
When she and her family started looking into high
schools, Farber knew that wherever she’d enroll, it
would be for a full four years.

At the Chesterton Academy of Annapolis’ senior
awards ceremony, held May 21, Farber received the State
of Maryland Certificate of Merit and one of the school’s
highest honors, the Socrates Award. The distinction not
only recognizes her exceptional academic achievement
but also her insatiable drive for truth and understand-
ing, and strong Socratic approach to learning,

“I never attended one school very long, so I was
really excited to find a high school where I would be
completely grounded for four years,” Farber explained.

Her exploration took her to Chesterton Academy
of Annapolis. The first Chesterton Academy was
founded in 2008 in Minneapolis as a Catholic high
school that was both academically challenging and
spiritually fulfilling, following the education princi-
ples of G.K. Chesterton, an English writer. By 2024,
59 high schools had been formed in 25 states and in
four countries. Chesterton Academy of Annapolis
opened seven years ago.

After touring and shadowing at Chesterton, Farber
knew she’d found her high school home.
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“I really enjoyed the classroom dynamic of the
Socratic seminars,” Farber said. “Teachers are more
guides to knowledge than lecture-based educators.
There is a lot of discussion with fellow students to
reach the truth.”

The Socrates Award is given to the student who
shows great class discussion participation, always
strives to discover the truth, achieves superior aca-
demic accomplishment, and is never satisfied with a
“s0-s0” answer.

Recalling education during the pandemic, Farber not-
ed that online learning wasn't something she enjoyed.

“I really like being present in the moment and
being able to question,” Farber said. “Hearing dif-
ferent opinions forces me to open up my mind to
other perspectives.”

One of Farber’s favorite teachers was Tim Feeney,
whom she had for scripture and modern history
classes. Feeney’s biography on the Chesterton web-
site states, “He prefers to teach using the Socratic
method because it trains students to think logically
and systematically work toward conclusions that are
rationally defensible.” Farber thrived in his classes.

“Mr. Feeney really makes hard subjects or deep
philosophical issues fun,” she said. “He is legendary
for his ‘caffeinated conversations.’ In his classes,
we are not allowed to raise our hands. We are just
a couple of friends having a conversation. Over tea
and homemade pastries, we’d have these incredibly
complex discussions. Some of my favorite scripture
passages are ones we studied that year, and I've nev-
er been closer to a group of classmates.”

Farber will attend Belmont Abbey College, a pri-
vate, Catholic liberal arts college in Belmont, North
Carolina. She chose Belmont because of the strong
honors college with small class sizes formatted in
» Continued on page 41

Shipley's Choice Elementary Students Perform In "Mini RNR’

Photos by Steve Overton
In May, Shipley’s Choice Elementary students performed in the school’s 14th annual “Mini Rock ‘N’ Roll Revival.” For
two days, students took to the stage in colorful costumes before creative set displays to sing and dance their hearts out
in a repertoire themed “Shipley’s Goes Hollywood.”
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Corks for a Cause

Thursday, June 12, 2025 | 6-9pm
Homestead Gardens | 522 Ritchie Hwy, Severna Park, MD

Get your tickets today to sample wines from around the world and purchase a case of your favorites!

Proceeds will support the Healing Garden
at University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center

For more information and to purchase tickets:
umbwmc.org/corks or scan this code

Hosted by:
—
| MsiEaesvmi ooy | NEY TGEN

FOUNDATION Philanthropy | Impact | Volunteer
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Doclksiders SummenrCamps}202'5!
Camps for ages 3 Yz years old and up. Monday thru Friday 9:00am to 2:00pm
Bring a Snack, Lunch and Water with you each day.

Educator Of The Month

Week 1 June 16-20
Encanto 2

Amusical adventure calling all

Dancers! A magical place that

blessed all children with super powers is in danger. There's
alittle magic that lives in all of us. Mirabel is determined
tofind a way to restore the families magic gifts.

Week 2 June 23-27
Cheer/Tumble

Calling all Cheerleaders!
Campers will be introduced to
beginner through advanced level
cheera,]umps, tumbling, stunts,
dances, chants and much more.
Join us for an exciting

week of cheer and lots of fun Arts and Crafts.

Week 3 June 30-July 3 (Closed Friday, July 4)
Animal Adventures

From farm animals to pets
and unusual animals, our
children at all ages love
animals! Animals have homes
and families. Animals are an
adventure as they introduce us to textures, social
skills, jobs, relationships, responsibilities and more.

Week 4 July 7-11
Captain America

TLet'sall put onthe Suitandbe a

good superhero that fans know and

love. A frail man enhanced to the peak of human physical
perfection to aid the country efforts. Going undercover
out to save the world from alien invasion against the world.

¥216INajolesIRdMillersvilleVMD]}21108

E]ldinboro
Elarly

chool

License #40374

REGISTERING
FOR SUMMER
AND FALL

Nursery School - Child Care - Pre-K - Before & After Care - Summer

* Childcare Age 2
e Nursery School for Age 3
e Pre-K for Age 4
e Kindergarten for Age 5
e Before & After Care - Thru Age 7

410-544-2476

EdinboroEarlySchool.org

Kindergarten Full Day
(Early Admission Option)
Talented & Gifted Programs

Maryland State Department of Education approved
curriculum for Nursery School and Kindergarten

380 Jumpers Hole Road
Severna Park, MD 21146

Academic Excellence in the

Catholic Tradition Since 1959

FaiTH ¢ FAMILY ® ACADEMICS

Inquire today!

4 year old Pre School through Grade 8
Contact Lynne Fish at LFish@StJohnSP.org
for more information.

410-647-2283 | www.stjohnspschool.org
Severna Park, MD
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence

Lara
Beccone
Severna Park

Middle School

By Lauren Burke Meyer

ow does one end up not only
H teaching middle-schoolers

but thriving? Severna Park
Middle School (SPMS) teacher Lara
Beccone — known as Lara Hodak,
until recently — shared how.

Growing up, Beccone was inspired
at 5 years old by her kindergarten
teacher. She dreamed of following
in her beloved teacher’s footsteps
— until high school, when she fell
in love with history and psychol-
ogy. That sparked a shift in focus:
she wanted to teach that content
instead, rather than kindergartners.
This led to a bachelor’s degree in
history and a Master of Education in
curriculum and instruction from the
University of Maryland.

“When I entered the interview
process with (Anne Arundel
County Public Schools), I focused
mainly on middle school social
studies positions as I felt slightly
intimidated at the idea of teach-
ing high-schoolers so early in my
teaching career,” Beccone said.

When her middle school alma
mater — Old Mill Middle School
North — had a position available,
it was hard to resist going back to a
school she’d grown up in.

“It felt right to return back to
where I started,” she said.

After three years, she moved on
to SPMS, where she’s now wrap-
ping up her third year as a sev-
enth-grade social studies teacher.
She also serves as a team leader
for the grade’s Stingrays team and
as equity lead.

In her role as an educator, she

regularly collaborates with fellow
social studies teachers. “We plan
how to best teach our world history
curriculum,” she explained.

As a seventh-grade team lead-
er, she’s the point of contact for
team members and parents when
concerns arise. Beccone also
advocates for both teachers and
students, facilitates parent-teacher
conferences, communicates critical
information to families, and plans
team events and field trips

As an equity lead, she runs four
professional developments on unity
days each year. She covers how to
best support struggling learners
and ways to ensure all students at
SPMS succeed and grow.

She works with the SPMS lead-
ership team, administration and
Principal Dennis Kelly to gain
insight into where the biggest gaps
are among students and plan pro-
fessional developments around how
they can help staff best support
students based on their needs.

“Ms. (Beccone’s) ability to get the
most out of her students each and
every day is exemplary,” Kelly said.
“This, combined with the positive
relationships she’s built with our
entire faculty and staff, make her a
tremendous asset here at SPMS!”

Beccone always seeks to create
a safe, inclusive classroom with
high expectations, focused on
meeting students where they are
and supporting their growth.

She prioritizes trust and family
partnerships, and she recognizes
the importance of letting mid-
dle-schoolers be kids. She teaches
history through multiple perspec-
tives to foster critical thinking.

“This new era of information
comes from all different platforms
and students need to be able to
decipher what is real, what is bi-
ased, and what is simply incorrect
information,” Beccone said.

When Beccone thinks of her
students, her German Shepherd
puppy — who’s a little over 1 year
old — comes to mind.

“They want to do the right things;
they are always full of energy and
excitement, are incredibly smart,
but still have so much to learn in
their adolescent years,” she added.

Her students are resilient. They
juggle family responsibilities,
friendships, and demanding extra-
curricular schedules on top of the
high expectations of school.

“They are all just trying their best
and trying to survive the chaos that
comes with being in middle school,”
Beccone said.

Luckily, these seventh-graders
have a passionate teacher like Bec-
cone in their corner.

The Educator of the Month is proudly sponsored by Cafe Mezzanotte.
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All-County
Student
Art Exhibit

Showecases
Local Talent

F rom May 1-14, artwork by more

than 3,000 Anne Arundel County

Public Schools (AACPS) students
was displayed throughout the halls of
the Annapolis Mall for friends, family
and passersby to enjoy. A wide range of
creativity and expression was on dis-
play, with mediums spanning acrylic
paint to digital photography, watercol-
or, Sharpie, mixed media and more.

“Critters in Space”
Paint Markers by
Broadneck High School

Senior - Jenia Erwin

“Cubist Violin”

Mixed Media by
Magothy River Middle School
Sixth-Grader - Lauren Wood

“Pieces of Me”
Digital Photography by
Severna Park High School
Senior - Kaelin Tufo

“Pepsi!”
Mixed Media by
Oak Hill Elementary School
Fifth-Grader - Berk German

“Neo Expressionism Art”
Mixed Media by
Benfield Elementary School
Fourth-Grader - Mia Harry

“Abstract Lines”
Watercolor by
Folger McKinsey Elementary School
Third-Grader - Renner Riley

Anne Arundel County’s Vascular Experts.

Are you

experiencing?
Leg Pain, Fatigue,
Heaviness, Cramping,
Leg & Ankle Swelling,
Varicose & Spider Veins

Introducing Dr. Michael Osgood, MD
to the Severna Park office

Call today to schedule
your consultation.

410-946-6402

22 Truck House Road, Ste. 2, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.vascularsurgeryassociates.net

WRIGHT ORTHODONTICS

www.orthowright.com ‘
Benjamin Wright, DMD, LLC

" Thank You for voting us
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SEHE BEST O§ K
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2025

410-544-0072

479 Jumpers Hole Road, Suite 203, Severna Park, MD 21146
www.orthowright.com
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Read All
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Got News?
Send Us Your Tips!

When you have big news to
share, send it to the Voice.
Call us at
410-647-9400
or email us at
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com

QEVERNA PARKA\/OI(}E

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1981

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 * 410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com * www.severnaparkvoice.com

f facebook.com/severnaparkvoice © @SPVoice
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We are proud to announce that
our students have been accepted
to the following high schools:

Archbishop Spalding High School
Friends School of Baltimore
Indian Creek School

Mount De Sales Academy

Mount Saint Joseph High School
Park School

Sandy Springs Friends School

Severn School
Severna Park High School

The Gunston School . ,
An independent school in Severna Park, MD 410.647.7055 |

. martinsmd.or
serving students from Preschool-Grade 8 stmartinsmd.o 8
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Oak Hill Elementary Celebrates Legacy Of 100-Year-Old Tree

During a ceremony on May 20, Oak Hill Elementary School Principal Deneen Houghton read a poem and cut a ribbon to
commemorate the planting of a new oak tree at the school. The Green Team at Oak Hill Elementary kept a piece of the
old oak tree and had it inscribed with the name of the school and an acorn representing the year the tree may have been
born. Following the ribbon cutting, students and teachers gathered in front of the new oak tree.

By Zach Sparks
zach@severnaparkvoice.com

hen Anne Arundel County
officials told Oak Hill Ele-
mentary School that the old

tree by the school sign had to be taken
down in 2023, it was a sad day. Over
100 years old, the oak tree had become
part of the school’s charm, but it devel-
oped a fungus and was deemed a haz-
ard because it could fall on someone.

The end of that tree’s life led to the
beginning of a new oak tree, which the
school celebrated during a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on May 20.

Prior to the ceremony, Oak Hill
Elementary School’s Green Team re-
searched the importance of trees to the
environment. They also learned that
Oak Hill Elementary was built and be-

came a school in 1971 when the original
standing oak tree was thriving.

“Although the specific origin name
Oak Hill, for Oak Hill Elementary
School, is not documented in available
sources, we know it is common for
schools to be named after the land’s
geographical features,” Principal
Deneen Houghton told a group of 32
children. “There are a lot of oak trees
in Severna Park, Maryland, so it is pos-
sible that our school was named Oak
Hill to reflect the natural landscape
characteristic of this area.”

Houghton and the Green Team did not
have to go out on a limb to determine the
tree’s age. A neighborhood resident count-
ed the number of rings on the cross-sec-
tion of the tree trunk to determine that it
was planted over a century ago.

To recognize the importance of the
occasion, Houghton read a poem called
“The Oak Tree” by John Ray Ryder Jr.
The poem, she said, represents the
school’s motto, “Rise Above It,” which
was coined by a former student who
thought of the school’s mascot eagle
flying high above the oak trees.

After the poem, Houghton left stu-
dents with words of encouragement.

“As I cut this ribbon, in front of our
new tree, let it represent the start of
something fresh, thrilling and promis-
ing,” she said. “Our school’s vital role in
educating successful students like you
will be symbolized by this new oak tree.
As you enter our school’s grounds every
day, may you gaze upon this tree and
know that you are valued, cherished
and essential to our school’s success.”

Bethany Farber Earns Prestigious Socrates Award

» Continued from page 36
the Socratic seminar style.

Since a young age, Farber has been
enthralled with Shakespeare. Peek
inside her backpack and she will be
carrying at least one — usually several
— Shakespeare titles to read, “just for
fun.” At Belmont, she is excited about
the college’s focus on the “great books.”

“When I started reading Shakespeare
when I came to Chesterton, I didn’t

really understand it,” Farber said, “but
the more I read, the more [ enjoyed it.”
For her senior paper, Farber wrote
“Injustice in Shakespeare According
to St. Anselm.” She compared the
endings of “Hamlet” versus “The
Tempest,” a tragedy versus a comedy.
At Belmont, she plans on continu-
ing her study of classic literature as a
“great book” minor or major. She’s also
interested in a philosophy, politics and

economics track.

“I absolutely love English,” Farber
added. “A dream job for me would be
either a high school or college pro-
fessor. I feel like everyone has that
one teacher they remember forever.
I’d love to be the teacher who creates
memories. [ would love to be someone
else’s Mr. Feeney.”

Farber is the daughter of Rebecca
and Adam Farber of Severna Park.

AACPS Earns
National Award
For Work In

Service Learning

iting exceptional integration of
C service learning into every facet of

student life, Youth Service Amer-
ica (YSA) has recognized Anne Arundel
County Public Schools (AACPS) as one of
six Gold Ribbon School Districts in the
United States.

From curriculum-based projects

to countywide leadership camps and
community partnerships, AACPS was
cited for the ways in which it prepares
students to “make a real difference
through hands-on learning,” YSA said in
its recognition. Among those ways are:

+ Chesapeake Connections, a
sixth-grade unit that combines
environmental action with
social-emotional learning,

« The AACPS Service Portal, an
innovative platform providing
multilingual, accessible opportunities
for student-led impact.

+ A nationally recognized collaboration
with Chick-fil-A that includes service
road trips, summer camps and
student leadership development.

+ A recognition of and culture of
service learning that includes
celebrations of students work,
transcript distinctions, and honors
such as the Superintendent’s Award
and Presidential Service Award.

“Conveying the importance of service
learning is a huge part of our effort to
help every single student ‘Belong, Grow
and Succeed,” Superintendent of Schools
Mark Bedell said. “This honor reflects the
work of so many people who go to great
lengths every day to help our students not
only understand what it takes to create
better communities but to provide oppor-
tunities for them to do so.”
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UM BWMC Celebrates 40th Anniversary Of Caring
For Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation Patients

Program Is Vital For Patients To Return To Normal Activity

By Kevin Murnane

uring the goth anniversary
D celebration of the University

of Maryland Baltimore Wash-
ington Medical Center’s (UM BWMC)
cardiopulmonary program in May,
Severna Park resident Claudia Cavey
used a poignant quote from baseball
legend Jackie Robinson: “A life is not
important except in the impact it has
on other lives.”

Cavey, a registered nurse with the
cardiopulmonary program, was the
master of ceremonies for the cele-
bration, held at the medical center’s
Courtney Conference Center.

She was one of the original nurses
when a team of 10 physicians opened
the Arundel Heart Center in 1985. In
1989, North Arundel Hospital (now
UM BWMC) acquired the facility and
assisted in the program’s growth to of-
fer area residents who had experienced
a variety of heart and lung ailments
a structured, individualized plan to
enable patients to confidently return
to everyday activities.

Cavey became emotional as she end-
ed her presentation and remembered
the thousands of lives she positively
impacted during those 40 years of
helping patients.

“Before we had the program, we
didn’t have a medically supervised pro-
gram to send our cardiac patients to,”
said June Tabler, former head nurse
of North Arundel Hospital’s coronary
care unit. “This was a great addition
for our cardiac care program.”

The program has treated thousands
of area residents who enter the exten-
sive multi-month blueprint to recover

Understanding Dense Breast Tissue And Your
Cancer Risk: What You Need To Know

with the help of a multidisciplinary
care plan. The program treats a myriad
of cardiopulmonary conditions such as
heart attacks, heart valve repairs and
replacements, pulmonary hyperten-
sion and chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease (COPD).

Former North Arundel Hospital Chief
of Emergency Medicine and Severna
Park resident Dr. Richard Fields had a
valve replacement procedure and was
one of the more than 150 former pa-
tients who attended the ceremony.

“The rehabilitation process was
great,” Fields said. “I came for 24
sessions and graduated from the
program. I recommend all cardiopul-
monary patients to utilize a multifac-
eted program using doctors, nurses
and other health care professionals for
their recovery.”

The physical location of the cardio-
pulmonary program has changed over
the years, but the program’s primary
goal has remained the same: Restor-
ing patients’ confidence in returning
to everyday activities in a compas-
sionate setting that promotes long-
term wellness.

Another former cardiopulmonary
patient, Kristen Slavy, told the audi-
ence how she “coded” twice from two
cardiac arrests. Through life-saving
interventions and a lengthy rehabili-
tation process, she is back to living a
normal life.

({4

Photo by Kevin Murnane

Former patient Kristen Slavy of Brooklyn Park (left) spoke at the UM BWMC
cardiopulmonary program’s 40th anniversary celebration along with one of
the program’s original registered nurses, Claudia Cavey of Severna Park.
Cavey was the master of ceremonies for the celebration, which drew more than
150 former patients to the hospital’s Courtney Conference Center.

“It was July 20 of last year; I coded
twice, once in the emergency room
and once in the cardiac catheteriza-
tion lab,” Slavy said. “Then the process
of going through ICU (intensive care
unit) and the numerous step-down
units, I entered the cardiac rehab
center on August 12, and 16 weeks
later, I finished my rehabilitation. 'm

extremely grateful for everyone’s care
and guidance.”

The program’s medical director,
Dr. Asghar Fakhri, shared with event
attendees that the “heart and soul
of the program is the staff, and their
compassion and motivation is a critical
part of getting the patients back to a
healthy life.”

Before we had the program, we didn’t have a medically supervised program to send
our cardiac patients to. This was a great addition for our cardiac care program.”

— JUNE TABLER, FORMER HEAD NURSE OF NORTH ARUNDEL HOSPITAL’S CORONARY CARE UNIT

your health care provider. They can explain what this
means for you and discuss any next steps, such as
additional screening or follow-up appointments.

. ense breast tissue
Cynthia D is a common
Drogula, MD condition affect-
Medical Director ing many women, but it’s
Aiello Breast Center important to understand
at UM Baltimore how it can impact your
Washington health. While dense
Medical Center tissue isn’t harmful on

its own, it can make
mammograms harder

to interpret, potentially
making it more difficult
to detect breast can-

cer early. Women with
dense breasts also have a
slightly higher risk of de-
veloping breast cancer.

What Is Dense Breast Tissue?

Breast tissue is made up of three main components:
fatty tissue, milk-producing glands, and fibrous con-
nective tissue. Dense breasts have more glandular and
fibrous tissue and less fatty tissue. Dense breasts are

quite common, affecting around 40% of women in the
United States. Hormonal changes at different stages
of a woman’s life — such as during pregnancy or as
she ages — can affect breast density.

New Guidelines For Mammograms

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently
updated its guidelines to require mammogram facili-
ties to notify women whether they have dense breast
tissue. This new regulation helps women understand
their breast health and take proactive steps.

Understanding Your Mammogram Report

Your mammogram report will include a Breast Imag-
ing Reporting and Data System (BI-RADS) score, which
classifies breast tissue from A to D based on density:

A: Mostly fatty tissue (least dense)

B: Scattered tissue

C: Heterogeneously dense tissue

D: Extremely dense tissue (most dense)

If your report indicates that your breast tissue is
dense (C or D), it’s important to review this with

Follow-Up Appointments And
Additional Screening

If your mammogram shows areas of concern, your
provider may recommend further testing, like an ul-
trasound, to gather more information. This can clar-
ify whether a mass is present or if the dense tissue
is just making it more difficult to see. Your provider
will also consider your personal and family history
of breast cancer, along with other risk factors, when
determining if additional screening is needed.

Stay Proactive With Self-Exams

In addition to regular mammograms, it’s crucial
to perform regular breast self-exams. Get familiar
with how your breasts normally feel and look. If you
notice any changes — such as lumps, pain or nipple
discharge — contact your doctor immediately.

For more information on breast health services, visit
www.umbwmc.org/breast-care.

This branded content is brought to you by an
expert in his or her respective field.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Pasadena Theatre Company
Celebrates The Theater

Community With “PURES”

By Jaina Peveto

asadena Theatre Company will
P perform “Puffs,” or “Seven

Increasingly Eventful Years at a
Certain School of Magic and Magic” at
Anne Arundel Community College the
weekends of June 6-8 and 13-15.

A comedy and parody of the “Harry
Potter” franchise, this show focuses on
a group of Puffs, who are the show’s ver-
sion of members of the Hogwarts house
of Hufflepuff. While Harry is busy with
his own adventures in the background,
the Puffs grow closer together and figure
out who they want to be.

“It’s a story about finding yourself and
finding the true spirit of what a hero is,”
explained director Jonathan Monroe.
“The fun thing about ‘Puffs’ is that the
Puffs are the forgotten children.”

Monroe, a Hufflepuff himself, is not
a huge “Harry Potter” fan, but he fell

in love with “Puffs” after seeing the
play performed off-Broadway. Monroe
has been part of the Pasadena Theatre
Company for about four years and has
advocated for the group to perform
“Puffs” for along time.

Pasadena Theatre Company has put on
musicals since 1978, and “Puffs” will be
its first straight play. Because of Mon-
roe’s interest in the group performing
the show, he was asked to direct as soon
as “Puffs” was selected.

“I'm eternally grateful to (Sharon
Steele) and (Kathy Swain) for putting
their trust in me and allowing me to
really run with this,” Monroe said.

The cast of “Puffs” features actors
who have been with the group for a
while, as well as some new faces. The
actors are a diverse group of members
of the Anne Arundel County commu-
» Continued on page 44

Severna Park Resident Pens Presidential Language Trivia Book

By Alyson Kay
n 2016, Severna Park resident Greg
I Nedved published “Presidential For-
eign Language Trivia,” a book filled
with tidbits and anecdotes for people
to learn and test their knowledge about
U.S. presidents and languages.

Late last year, he added a new edition
with an updated format, new presi-
dents and new facts.

The project is a merging of two of
Nedved’s longtime interests.

“I've always been interested in histo-
ry,” he said. “It was my favorite subject
when I was growing up and it’s my
degree when I majored in college.”

In college, Nedved also studied
Mandarin Chinese, which turned
into a career at the U.S. Department
of Defense as a linguist, translator,
interpreter, and instructor and at the
National Museum of Language as its
president emeritus.

Nedved realized that despite the
wealth of knowledge and numerous
trivia books covering presidential his-
tory, one topic was missing.

“There’s been trivia books about
presidents and all kinds of other areas,
never one focusing on their language
skills, so I thought, ‘Who better than
me to write this?”” Nedved said.

He started writing the first edition
in 2014 and began research before-
hand. He jots down facts that he comes
across or prints them out and organiz-
es them in folders.

“Sometimes I stumble across it by
accident, but usually I'm looking for
something,” Nedved said. “I like to
have a couple of anecdotes for every
president. Some are easy. Some aren’t
so easy. If it’s a president that I'm
having a problem finding specific anec-

dotes about their
language skills,
then I will look for
it, which means

I will go to the
library and start
researching it.”

A challenge
when writing any
nonfiction book is
sourcing.

“If there’s any
doubt in my mind,
I won't use it,”
Nedved said.

One thing he
found out from
his research: There
does not seem to

be a correlation
between language
skills and presiden-
tial performance.

“We have had presi-
dents that have been
very good in languag-
es, like John Quincy
Adams, for example,
who’s not considered
a good president at
all,” Nedved said.

“The flipside of that
is we have people like
George Washington and Abraham Lin-
coln who really didn’t study languages
at all, and they’re among our best.”

From the beginning, Nedved knew
that he wanted to update the book.

“I knew at the time I wrote it that I
would probably need to do an update,
because you get new presidents, and
since that time, we have had three pres-
idents,” Nedved explained.

He enjoys staying sharp on the ma-

terial and being the
authority on a topic.

“Ilike the idea that
I'm the person that
knows about this
topic,” he said. “If
you want to know,
you contact me.”

For the second
edition, Nedved
updated the format
from a multi-
ple-choice format
with a source list
to a true/false and
question/answer
format.

“I thought I
needed to simplify
it a little bit, make it
more user-friendly,”
Nedved shared. “In-
stead of having a big
book with footnotes
at the end and all
that other kind of
stuff, I thought it
would be a little eas-
ier, perhaps more at-
tractive for people,
if it was simpler.”

He also added sec-
tions, including sec-
tions about presidents before, during
and after their terms and a “presidents
general” miscellaneous section.

“It’s just general topics, not neces-
sarily connected to while the presi-
dent was in office, but connected to
him somehow,” Nedved said. Say, for
example, Latin being on the dollar
bill or Latin being on the Washington
Monument. That’s related to a certain
president, but that didn’t happen

Greg Nedved
is a linguist,
historian

and author of
“Presidential

Foreign
Language
Trivia.” The
book was
updated in
2024.

when Washington was president. It
didn’t happen before he was presi-
dent. It didn’t happen after he was
president. This is just something
that’s identified with him.”

It also features a section on English
about the various ways presidents have
used and affected the English language,
from Theodore Roosevelt popularizing
the term “lunatic fringe” to Abraham
Lincoln coining the term “Michigander’
to mean a person from Michigan.

Nedved also reviewed facts from the
first edition and replaced weaker en-
tries, or ones that had weaker sources,
with better ones.

To further language research and ed-
ucation, Nedved decided to donate the
money from the book to the National
Museum of Language. He has been
involved with the museum since 2008
and is the president emeritus of the
museum and runs programs.

“I just thought it would be a way to
bring some money into the museum,”
he said. “It’s not going to be a lot of
money, but it’s still something that I'm
willing to do.”

Outside of trivia, Nedved is writ-
ing a biography on Alva Lasswell, a
Marine Corps cryptologist who deci-
phered Japanese radio traffic during
World War II and helped facilitate the
victory at Midway in 1942 and the
ambush of Japanese Admiral Isoroku
Yamamoto in 1943. He also expects
to continue researching and updating
the “Presidential Foreign Language
Trivia” book.

”

The book is out and available at major
retailers and on Nedved's website at
www.gregnedved.com/shop in
hardcover, paperback and Kindle formats.
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aryland Public Television’s
M original series “Chesapeake

Collectibles” returns for its
12th season with a treasure trove of
captivating finds beginning on June 2.

The 13 weekly episodes of “Ches-
apeake Collectibles” will be broad-
cast on MPT-HD and available on
the MPT livestream on Mondays at
7:30pm, immediately preceding the
PBS series “Antiques Roadshow.”
Viewers can also find full episodes of
the series anytime on MPT’s online
video player and the free PBS app.

Encore broadcasts of episodes air
on Wednesdays at 8:00pm on MPT2
and the MPT2 livestream.

One of MPT’s most successful
flagship series, “Chesapeake Col-
lectibles” showcases items from
around the world and brought to
the show by individuals from across
the Chesapeake region. During each

episode, passionate collectors have
their unique, antique and collectible
possessions evaluated by expert
appraisers, who reveal fascinating
facts about each item’s history, prov-
enance and value.

Among the new season’s highlights
are a rare first-edition set of “The
Lord of the Rings,” a hand-annotated
“Lawrence of Arabia” movie script,

a sketch of the Baltimore skyline by
singer Tony Bennett, and a pair of
exquisitely crafted silver seahorses
by Baltimore jeweler Carl Schon.
Additional highlights include a letter
from Fort McHenry’s commander
requesting the flag that would in-
spire “The Star-Spangled Banner,” a
bronze statue with a risqué surprise,
and a pair of bloomers worn and
signed by Baltimore icon Divine.

Nearly 1,000 guests attended the
“Chesapeake Collectibles” season

12 taping event, which took place

in October 2024 at The Irene and
Edward H. Kaplan Production Studio
on MPT’s Owings Mills campus. The
series’ expert appraisers evaluated
thousands of items, selecting the
most fascinating ones for inclusion
in the upcoming season.

A preview of the new season is
available at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0Z66CdfbBLS.

For more information about the se-
ries, including how to register for the
show’s Season 13 taping weekend on
October 4-5, visit www.chesapeake-
collectibles.com. The website also
features the series’ “Talkin’ Collect-
ibles” blog, found at www.mpt.org/
blogs/chesapeake-collectibles.

Major funding for season 12 of
“Chesapeake Collectibles” is provid-
ed by Alex Cooper Auctioneers and
Second Story Books.

Pasadena Theatre Company Celebrates With “Puffs”

» Continued from page 43

nity, ranging from as young as 8 years
old up to retirement age. Some have
other roles in the production as well,
such as Monroe both directing and
playing the bit role of Uncle Dave, or
Robin Schwartz playing Harry while
also creating promotional materials
for the show.

Though many members of the cast
are more experienced with musical
theater, they are excited for Pasadena
Theatre Company’s first non-musical
play. “We're a collection of people who
really enjoy performing, and you'll feel
that energy if you come see the show,”
Monroe said.

“Puffs” is full of fun moments,
including a puppet show that takes
place during the first act. The first act is
comedic, while the second act is darker,
much like the “Harry Potter” books
from which “Puffs” draws inspiration.
Throughout the show, the Puffs grow
closer as a community, echoing the way

the theater community comes together
when performing a show.

“It’s wonderful to be in an area that
has so many theater companies and
that theater is so alive in the state of
Maryland and in Anne Arundel Coun-
ty,” Monroe said.

The production of “Puffs” has re-
ceived support from Chesapeake High
School, which donated props from its
recent adaptation of the show.

The way that the theater community
comes together is encapsulated by one
of the main themes of “Puffs.” Anyone
who has struggled to fit in or who has
found their place within a tight-knit
community should be able to see them-
selves in the show’s main characters.

“I've always felt kind of out of place in
many of the places I'm at and many of
the things that I do, and finding myself
in a small community of people kind of
feels Puffish,” Monroe said. “Go Puffs!”

For ticket information, go to www.
ptcshows.com.

Robin Schwartz, playing Harry,
rehearsed scaring other students
by talking to a snake.

SPHS Students
Perform At
Disney World

T he Severna Park High School
(SPHS) music program headed
to the “most magical place on
Earth” from April 25-29. This year,

130 students comprised of marching
band, orchestra and chorus members
made the journey to Orlando, Florida,
to soak up sun and represent SPHS in
front of guests from around the world.

“Playing at Disney was an awesome
experience and a highlight of my four
years at SPHS,” said senior Will Bresson.
“Disney World is a place that holds special
memories of my childhood, so joining my
bandmates to march in Magic Kingdom
with crowds of people watching and
cheering us on was a special thrill for me.”

The marching band, led by Director Eric
Kilby, treated guests to an array of musi-
cal numbers including “How Far I'll Go,”
“Houdini” and “Anchors Aweigh” while
parading from Frontierland through Lib-
erty Square to around Cinderella’s castle
and down the famous Main Street, USA.

“It is truly a blessing to be able to
offer this experience to students,” Kilby
said. “Auditioning and being selected to
perform in the Magic Kingdom along-
side so many amazing performers is an
experience that students will remember
for the rest of their lives. Disney has a way
of making everyone feel like they are part
of the magic.”

Under the direction of Sara Metcalfe,
the chorus performed several songs at
Disney Springs as tourists and onlookers
sang along. The choirs’ favorites were
“Temporal” by Towson chorus professor
Diana Séez, “Hope Lingers On” arranged
by Andrea Ramsey, and “Bonk’ abaphan-
dle,” arranged by Michale Barrett and
Mbuso Ndlovu. Bonk was conducted by
freshman Jude McCallister.

“It was such a thrill to be able to
perform at Disney,” Metcalfe said. “I was
amazed at how many people walking by
us in Disney Springs stopped and watched
our whole set! The thing I love most about
these trips is the chance for band, orches-
tra, and chorus students to get to know
each other and form friendships that
wouldn’t have happened otherwise.”

Senior Tess Donegan, a member of the
chorus and orchestra, said, “Not only did
we get to bring a little pixie dust to the
people at Disney Springs, but we each felt
the magic in our own special ways: sing-
ing Disney tunes as we walked around the
park, getting excited to see our favorite
characters walking around, or screaming
on thrilling rides. I will cherish every bit
of it forever, and I am so thankful to have
gotten this opportunity and become an
honorary cast member at Disney!”

On the last day, the orchestra also
performed onstage at Disney Springs
to the sounds of Disney classics “Chim
Chim Cher-ee,” “It’s a Small World” and “A
Dream Is a Wish Your Heart Makes.”

Junior Sean Monahan of the orchestra
summarized it this way: “We were able to
share our musical prowess and expertise
with the world, all while bonding and
creating memories with our friends. It
was such an honor to have been able to
perform at Disney Springs this year!”
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HOA Board members

— need legal advice?
-How to run a meeting
-When to amend your documents
-Enforcing against violations
-Collecting unpaid fees

-Anything else HOA related

Call your local HOA
attorney today!

Find out more at www.FLSlawyer.com

f Follow us on Facebook

Community Association questions
answered at www.FLSlawyer.com/blog/
485 Ritchie Highway, #203-D
Severna Park, Maryland 21146

443-906-0117

bfellner@flslawyer.com
www.FLSlawyer.com

Connect 4

www.severnaparkvoice.com
f facebook.com/severnapark
X SPVoice

P.O. Box 608, Severna Park, MD 21146 ¢ 410-647-9400
spvnews@severnaparkvoice.com ¢ www.severnaparkvoice.com

HOMESTEAD
GARDENS

[et’s make a better Earth.

June is Pollinator Month! Join us in-store and online as we
celebrate our pollinators and provide educational resources
regarding what you can do in your own backyard to steward

the Earth and make it a better place for all.

Visit us in-store or online:
522 Ritchie Hwy

Severna Park, MD 21146
www.homesteadgardens.com

Scan here to
learn more about
pollinator month

Come join us for our
10th anniversary
celebration at
Spring Arbor of
Severna Park.

Friends, family and the
community are invited.

Call to RSVP or schedule
a tour today.

- ®&

SPRING ARBOR_

SENIOR LIVING
Where Every Moment Matters.

Spring Arbor of Severna Park
345 Ritchie Highway

Severna Park, MD 21146
410-544-7774

Scan the code to
visit our website.

SpringArborLiving com
f ('3\ 0%
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"The Quilters” Examines The Power Of Creating And Crafting

. . . ust like reading a good

Julie Antinucci J book, crafting and mak-
Owner ing things by hand can

transport you to a different
time and place, elevate your
mood, and positively impact
other aspects of your life. This
couldn’t be better demon-
strated than through Jenifer
McShane’s poignant docu-
mentary “The Quilters,” which
came out on Netflix on May 16.

“The Quilters” is a 32-min-
ute documentary about a small group of men in a
maximum-security prison in Licking, Missouri,
who defy all the expectations of prison life and lead
a quilting group, creating amazing quilts for foster
children in their surrounding communities.

There are several important messages peppered
throughout this little gem of a documentary: creat-
ing for others heals the soul, using your hands for
art can be transformative, and creating leads to a
sense of community.

Several of the men featured in this documentary
are serving life sentences for crimes that involve
homicide and aggravated assault. Throughout the
documentary, they wholeheartedly admit and regret
their crimes and know they are paying the price.
But because of the quilting program, they have been
able to forgive themselves, see an opportunity for
healing, and take it seriously.

None of the men can stay in the program if they have
any infractions. There is zero tolerance for mistakes.
But they all recognize that quilting has helped to heal
them of their inner demons and has provided a bright
spot in the lives of the foster children who receive the
quilts. One inmate said his family can even hear a
difference in his voice when he calls home. He’s calmer
and more loving because he has learned to love himself

Cottonwood

and to finally be proud of something in his life.

The physical and mental process of creating a quilt
also has an interesting impact on the men. The process
requires a separate, small, intimate room for the men
to work eight hours a day, five days a week. It requires
long periods of thought and concentration. As one
inmate states, “This is what puts me on the outside.
When I do this, I don’t even be in here.” Quilting, or
any creative outlet, is a way to escape from difficult
circumstances, even if only for a short while. It elevates
these men’s sense of self-worth and helps their minds
grow outside of the prison. Simply put, being creative
transforms one’s mind.

Finally, this small community that they develop is
perhaps the most important aspect of the quilt group,
other than providing gifts for foster children. The doc-
umentarian said she was worried that the room they
make quilts in would feel claustrophobic to the viewer,
but on the contrary, it just feels intimate. The viewer
can sense how close the men have grown, having this
common goal and common “hobby.” When one person
is happy, they all feel elated. When one person has a
bad time with something, they all feel that together.
The sense of community that develops just through
this craft is both a physical and mental one.

“The Quilters” will give you a new appreciation for
what creating and crafting can do for your life. It will
also give you a rare glimpse into the world of incar-
ceration. After viewing this short documentary at a
convention for shop owners in the craft industry, I was
left with a sense of optimism for the men but an even
clearer belief that quilting, or any kind of crafting, can
truly transform your life. The only shortfall of the film
that I could come up with: we all wished it were longer!
Thirty-two minutes isn't long enough with these inspir-
ing men and their mission!

This branded content is brought to you by
an expert in his or her respective field.
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Navigating A Volatile Market
With A Steady Investment Plan

Jason LaBarge

ow can
10 days
cost you

Financial Advisor
and President over $200,000?
LaBarge Financial The answer might
surprise you.
We have seen
significant

volatility in

the market in

2025, and many

people feel ner-

vous about their

investments.
During times of market turmoil, sell-
ing your assets that declined in value
might feel like a smart move, but his-
tory shows that it could be a mistake.

Consider the period between Oc-
tober 2007 to March 2009. The S&P
500 fell more than 50% during that
time frame. If an investor reacted
to their losses by selling, they likely
lost a substantial amount. If instead
they chose to stick with their invest-
ment plan, they did well because the
market completely recovered from its
losses by spring 2012.

This is a clear example of why I
advise my clients not to let their emo-
tions cause them to react irrationally.

Jumping in and out of the market to
react to its performance is also known
as timing the market, which is impos-
sible to do reliably. A recent study con-
ducted by Prudential found that, with
a $100,000 initial investment in 2004,
staying invested through 2023 would
see the account grow over $428,875. If,

however, the investor tried to time the
market and missed just the best-per-
forming 10 days in that time period,
the account would only be worth
$196,735 — a $232,142 reduction in
portfolio performance!

When you sell because your assets
have lost value, you won’t be able
to participate in gains if their value
should increase again. This is known
as “locking in your losses.” One good
way to avoid this is to have a portfolio
aligned with your risk tolerance.

Carefully consider the amount
of risk you are comfortable with. If
you're the type of investor who is
likely to feel awful when your assets
decline in value, it might be prudent
to consider a more conservative
portfolio to avoid tempting you into
making rash decisions.

If, on the other hand, you are com-
fortable with temporary losses in val-
ue and will stay invested when such
declines happen, you could benefit
from a more aggressive portfolio with
a higher potential yield. Tradition-
ally, financial advisors often recom-
mended a two-pronged portfolio of
stocks and bonds, divided according
to their clients’ risk tolerance. This
allows clients to take advantage of
the market’s potential for gains while
keeping the rest of their investments
in safer assets.

However, today’s volatility has some
shifting focus toward a three-pronged
portfolio frequently consisting of 60%
» Continued on page 48

BUSINESS

Chamber Update

Liz League
CEO
GSPACC

lease give
awarm
welcome

to our newest
members and
enjoy reading
about all the
businesses
that make our
community the
best place to
live! Visit their
websites and
find them in our
directory at www.gspacc.com.

Baking on the Magothy

Using secret family recipes and only

the finest ingredients — rich butter,
dark chocolate, Madagascar vanilla —
Baking on the Magothy makes each
batch with care. Its kitchen hums with
quiet joy as trays of golden-brown cook-
ies emerge from the oven, slightly crisp
at the edges and soft at the center.

Center for Transformative Dentistry

www.transformativedentist.com

At the Center for Transformative

Dentistry, the team takes a holistic
approach to oral health, addressing root
causes for lasting balance and well-be-
ing. Led by Dr. Roland, the center offers
non-invasive treatments for TMJ, or-
thodontics, and smile rejuvenation. The
team believes in “whole body dentistry”
and they utilize the advanced Q3D
CBCT 3D imaging system in conjunc-
tion with treatment planning to better
understand how different aesthetic
imperfections may be impacting the
joints, muscles, and soft tissues of your
skeletal structure and influencing your
physiological well-being.

De-Stress Psychological Services LLC
www.destresspsychology.com
Dr. Holly Hiltner has a wealth of

experience in treating clients with
trauma, post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD), anxiety, panic, phobias, obses-
sive-compulsive disorder, stress and
adjustment disorders, grief and loss.
She specializes in providing individ-
ual psychotherapy to military service
members and their adult dependents,
veterans, U.S. Department of Defense
civilians, and federal employees.

Fenix Wellness

www.fenixforwomen.com

Owner Krista Hernandez’s 25 years of

personal experience in healing chronic
conditions combined with a profession-
al background in teaching and coun-
seling has provided her with both deep
insight and skills to guide you on your
own path to vibrant health. The mind-
body connection is the foundation of
her coaching philosophy.

We held several ribbon-cuttings in
May! Our first was in celebration of
the season opening of the Severna
Park Farmers Market. What a won-
derful market filled with fresh fruits
and veggies, plants, honey and so
much more. The market is open every
Saturday from 8:00am to noon.

Next, we celebrated the grand open-
ing of Yoga Factory’s third location.
Yoga Factory is going gangbusters with
16 styles of classes, and we are so glad
to have it in Arnold.

Another grand opening was An-
chor Family Dentistry in Severna
Park. Owner Dr. Andrew Lericos
» Continued on page 48

AACC Awards $75,000 To Eight Student-Run Businesses

By Judy Tacyn

held its “Shark Tank” style annual business

Q. nne Arundel Community College (AACC)

pitch competition on April 29. Students
(small business owners or hopefuls) pitched their
business plans to judges and seasoned communi-
ty business owners for a chance to be awarded a

portion of the available $100,000 in prize money to
invest in their companies.

The competition also provided contestants with
invaluable feedback from representatives from the
Baltimore Business Journal, M&T Bank, and small
local businesses. The competition was open to any
AACC student who took classes during the previ-
ous 12 months. The funding for the competition
was provided by the Philip E. and Carole R. Rat-
cliffe Foundation.

“Small businesses are the backbone of our econo-
mies and communities,” said Stephanie Goldenberg,
entrepreneurial studies institute academic chair and
associate professor. “Much more than a competi-
tion, the program allows students to learn valuable
information around marketing, financial planning,
resume writing, and so much more.”

AACC has held the annual competition in different
formats since 2004, growing in funding and scope.
Students vying for the seed money submit a written
business plan with comprehensive requirements
including a three-year financial projection. Coaches
» Continued on page 48

Photo courtesy of Anne Arundel Community College
Students pitched their business plans to judges and seasoned community business owners for a chance to
be awarded a portion of the available $100,000 in prize money to invest in their companies.
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Karen Renee Interior Design
Celebrates Triple Win At
MBIA Awards of Excellence

he team at Karen Renee Interior
Design was proud to receive a
triple victory at the 2025 Mary-

land Building Industry Association
(MBIA) Awards of Excellence in April,

earning three distinguished honors
in the category of Excellence in Model
Home Merchandising.

The awards recognize exceptional de-
sign and model home merchandising.

Karen Osborne, president at Karen Renee Interior Design, and her staff
were acknowledged for the following projects:

Provenance Ranch - 55-Plus Detached Over $1 Million

The Courtyards of Franklin Goldmine — Cumming, Georgia
Portico A Bonus — 55-Plus Detached $700,000-$799,999

The Courtyards at Bailey Farms — Dacula, Georgia
Promenade Ranch - 55-Plus Detached $800,000-$899,999
The Courtyards of Russell Oaks — Zionsville, Indiana

‘We’re incredibly honored to receive this recognition from MBIA.
These awards are a testament to the passion and creativity of our
team and to the amazing partnerships we have with our clients.
We're grateful for the trust placed in us to bring their visions to life.”

— KAREN OSBORNE, PRESIDENT, KAREN RENEE INTERIOR DESIGN

AACC Awards $75,000

» Continued from page 47

provide feedback to help the top eight
students prepare for the live pitch in
front of judges. Students have only two
minutes to pitch their business with a
five-minute question and answer ses-
sion with the judges. After all students
have made their pitches, the judges
score them using a rubric and confer to
determine the prize winners.

Student businesses included food
service, custom detailing, remote tours
and cosplay printing.

Pasadena resident Michael Charney
of Chesapeake Charney’s earned a top
prize of $15,000, which he plans to put
into the purchase of an enclosed trailer
for his mobile food business. Charney
hopes to purchase a trailer with a fully
functional kitchen and storage for his
seafood business. A trailer would allow
the AACC culinary school student to
drastically reduce his setup and take-
down times and eliminate temporary
food permits by purchasing one annu-
al license for the trailer.

“The $15,000 is a great head start
toward my goal of $51,000 (the quote
for the new trailer),” said Charney, who
has been operating his mobile seafood
business for approximately one year.
The experience helped him prepare a
solid pitch for the judges.

“In my pitch, I outlined the pros and
cons of a food trailer versus my cur-
rent trailer. And because I already had
one year under my belt, [ was able to

more accurately determine my finan-
cial projection,” he said.

A mobile kitchen on a trailer would
allow him substantial savings. For
example, purchasing a one-year food
service permit would cost the entre-
preneur $350, versus one-day tempo-
rary permits that add up to more than
$3,000 a year. Prep time would go
from 2.5 hours before and after (not to
mention the time to do dishes, clean
the fryer, etc., once he gets home) to
just 20 minutes before and after an
event. And a trailer would allow him
to be more flexible when being asked
to participate in an event with little
or no notice.

“If I had the trailer, I would be able
to say yes to last-minute requests be-
cause I'd already have the food permit
in hand, and I could easily drive the
serve-ready trailer to the event,” he
explained. “I have to turn down events
that don’t give me enough time to
obtain a one-day permit or allow food
prep time at home. The trailer would
really streamline my business and
increase my profits.”

Chesapeake Charney’s serves sea-
food specialties using Charney family
recipes, such as crab cakes, crab soup,
codfish cakes and more.

For a full list of pitch winners and
to learn more about AACC’s Entrepre-
neurial Studies Institute, visit www.
aacc.edu/newsroom/news/2025-news/
business-pitch-competition-april-2025.

Business Pitch Competition Winners

Michael Charney for Chesapeake Charney’s ($15,000)

Kenneth Thomas for Obsessive Custom Detailing (OCD) LLC ($12,500)
Abigail Foster for Simple Touches Hospitality ($12,500)

Lucas Panzer Valdivia for Amanecer Tours ($10,000)

William Sedgwick for 3D Nerd — Custom Cosplay Printing ($10,000)
Alyssa McDaniel for Pack Dynamic ($5,000)

Angelica Camarillo for 4Cycles LLC ($5,000)

Katherine Paunlagui for Techies for the Oldies ($5,000)

Chamber Update
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purchased the practice from longtime
renowned dentist Dr. David Deitrick.
It was an enjoyable event with Dr.
Deitrick welcoming the new owner to
the community.

We were honored to participate in
the five-year anniversary celebration
of Inspire Integrative Medicine
in Arnold. Founded by Dr. Mariai-
leen Sourwine, formerly of Annap-
olis Internal Medicine, the practice
combines traditional medicine with
holistic practices.

After 20 years in business, Delegate
Seth Howard and his wife, Erika, sold
Broadleaf Tobacco to longtime cus-
tomer Matt Frye. We learned all about
the business and the camaraderie that
has formed through their many events
and the simple ability to have a place
to relax and enjoy.

Our last ribbon-cutting of the
month was the grand opening of
Nothing Bundt Cakes in Park Plaza.
People turned out in droves to cele-
brate and sample the delicious cre-
ations, and we are all excited to have a
bakery back in the “park” again.

Our Spring Shop Local Fun Festi-
val was held at Park Plaza on May 3,
drawing more than 70 exhibitors and
hundreds of community members. The
event featured entertainment from
the Priddy Music Academy, Kwon’s
Taekwondo, Jing Ying Institute of
Kung Fu & Tai Chi and Children’s
Theatre of Annapolis. In addition
to our wonderful sponsors, our gold
sponsors each contributed $500 to

their charities of choice, as follows:
Landmark Roofing donated to the
Newton Gentry Recovery Awareness
Foundation, SERVPRO of Annapolis
and Severna Park donated to Oppor-
tunity Builders Inc., the Severna Park
Elks donated to SPAN, Checkmark
Power Washing donated to Kather-
ine’s Light Foundation, and Kogen
Dojo donated to Reveille Grounds.

Our Successful Women in Business
Group’s First Cup Club was hosted by
Cottonwood in Severna Park, an amaz-
ing place for quilting, sewing supplies,
classes and so much more. Our Wellness
Business Connections Group held its
monthly gathering at The Healing
Collective in Severna Park.

The Friends of Kinder Farm
Park hosted our first cookout of the
season at Kinder Farm, where attend-
ees enjoyed tractor rides, animals and
great camaraderie.

We are celebrating the soth anniver-
sary of the annual Independence Day
parade and are looking forward to a
wonderful event. We will have many
floats, music, community businesses
and nonprofits, Scouts and more. Our
grand marshal is retired business own-
er and local historian Scott Jay. We
also have our decorated bike contest at
the chamber for our youngest commu-
nity members to enjoy. Find details
about the parade at www.gspacc.com.

As always, we encourage you to shop
locally and support our small business-
es. They are the drivers of a vibrant
economy, the job creators, providers of
unique goods and services, donors to
our nonprofits and those in need, and
so much more!

Navigating A Volatile Market
With A Steady Investment Plan

» Continued from page 47

stocks, 20% bonds and 20% alternative
assets such as real estate. That’s often
fine for people still in their working
years, but I encourage clients in or
near retirement to move away from
such heavy exposure to stocks.

In retirement, it’s important to
consider where your income is gener-
ated. If you rely primarily on market
assets for retirement income, you
could suffer financial losses should
their value drop without having time
to recover before you need to with-
draw from that account. As with any
strategy, it’s essential to understand
all risks involved.

I coach clients to think of invested
money as being in two categories: red
and green money. Red money refers
to assets that carry a higher risk of
loss but also higher potential return,
such as stocks. Green money is safer
money, like municipal bonds and
fixed annuities. The growth poten-
tial may be lower, but the tradeoff is
lower risk.

It’s important to avoid allowing
short-term market conditions to derail
your investment strategy. A trusted
financial advisor can help you devise
a strategy appropriate for your unique
financial situation and serve as an ac-
countability partner to help keep you
from making rash decisions that could
harm your finances.

Risk Disclosure: Investing involves
risk including the potential loss of principal.
No investment strategy can guarantee a
profit or protect against loss in periods of
declining values. Past performance does
not guarantee future results. This material
is for information purposes only and is not
intended as an offer or solicitation with re-
spect to the purchase or sale of any security.

The content is developed from sources
believed to be providing accurate informa-
tion; no warranty, expressed or implied, is
made regarding accuracy, adequacy, com-
pleteness, legality, reliability, or usefulness
of any information. Consult your financial
professional before making any investment
decision. For illustrative use only.

Jason LaBarge, financial advisor
and president of LaBarge Financial
7 Riggs Avenue, Severna Park, MD 21146
443-647-4321
www.labargefinancial.com

Securities offered only by duly regis-
tered individuals through Madison Avenue
Securities LLC (MAS), member FINRA/
SIPC. Investment advisory products and
services made available through AE Wealth
Management LLC (AEWM), a registered
investment advisor. MAS and LaBarge
Financial are not affiliated entities.

This branded content is brought
to you by an expert in his or her
respective field.
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Meet with our attorneys by phone, Zoom or in-person.

our lawyer ana
neighbor for all you
family _I_c_zw,'&'ccident,

personal injury ang
estate planning needs

DiggsLaw gives yo
personal connection ana
professional expertise
ou can count on

INSURANCE
Call today for an appointment! Named To The
BusiNEss | AuTo | Home | CYBER | BonDs | HEALTH | LiFE 8684 Veterans Highway, Suite 302 - Millersville, MD 21108
Email: info@diggslaw.com
moraninsurance.com ¢ 410.384.4884 0:410-244-1189 F: 443-543-6360 2022 Family

696 Ritchie Highway in Severna Park Website: www.diggslaw.com Law Power List

o Commercial Space 836-846 Ritchie Highway

Available in Severna Park Severna Park
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The Rumina Center
Opens In Severna Park

In mid-May, the Greater Severna Park and Arnold
Chamber of Commerce celebrated the grand opening
of The Rumina Center. Located at 836 Ritchie
Highway, Suite 17, in Severna Park, the postpartum
wellness center offers lactation services, mental
health services and pediatric physical therapy.
Learn more at www.ruminacenter.com.

Severna Park Welcomes Popular National Bakery Chain — mmit-aa, te reater severna

Park and Arnold Chamber of
Commerce held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to celebrate the grand
opening of Nothing Bundt Cakes.
The specialty cake company has
over 600 locations nationwide
and serves up more than 10
flavors as well as gluten-free
options in full-size bundt cakes,
personal-size bundtlets and mini
bundtinis. The sweets shop is
located at 580 Ritchie Highway,
Suite I, in Park Plaza. Learn more
at www.nothingbundtcakes.com.

Inspire Integrative

Medicine Marks Five Years

Photo courtesy of Josee Molavi
Dr. Mariaileen Sourwine and her team of physicians
celebrated the five-year anniversary of Inspire
Integrative Medicine on May 8 with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony organized by the Greater Severna Park
and Arnold Chamber of Commerce. Located at 277
Peninsula Farm Road in Arnold, Inspire Integrative
Medicine is a medical practice offering patients a
hybrid health care model that combines traditional
medical care with an array of holistic care programs.
Learn more at www.myprivia.com/pmg.inspire-im.

Anchor Family Dentistry Opens In Severna Park i e experienceof performing goner

dentistry for over eight years, Dr. Andrew
Lericos has opened a dental practice,
Anchor Family Dentistry, in Severna Park.
He purchased the practice from longtime
dentist David Deitrick. Anchor Family
Dentistry offers “comprehensive care,
cutting-edge technology and a commitment
to your smile!” To mark the office’s grand
opening, the Greater Severna Park and
Arnold Chamber of Commerce held a
ribbon-cutting ceremony in early May. The
practice is located at 815 Ritchie Highway,
Suite 202, in Severna Park. Learn more

at www.thesevernaparkdentist.com.
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Broadleaf Tobacco
Celebrates New Ownership

After more than 20 years of operation, Broadleaf Tobacco
has been sold to new owners. The Greater Severna Park
and Arnold Chamber of Commerce marked the occasion
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on May 14. The store
offers premium cigars, pipes, pipe tobacco and high-
quality accessories. Broadleaf Tobacco is open seven days
a week and is located at 487 Ritchie Highway, Suite 101, in
Severna Park. Learn more at www.broadleaftobacco.net.

MARKETPLACE s

Home
Repairs &
Maintenance

If you like our hardware stores,

you will our service! HANDYMAN SERVICES

Give us a call: 443-645-0991 All Interior Repairs * Painting © Baths © Drywall * Complete Basements
MHIC# 149074 (4I0) 647-5520
fnlconstructioncompany@gmail.com

Your trusted plumber since 1957.

410.647.3030

Dwyer Plumbing

The guidance you need for
the care they deserve.
Independent Living/In-Home Care
Assisted Living Homes & Communities
Alzheimer’s & Memory Care Communities
Personal & Adult Care Homes

Plumbing, Heating
and Backflow Prevention

410-507-4490
JENNIFER MCANDREWS
SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR & OWNER

8377-B Jumpers Hole Road, Millersville, MD 21108
DwyerPlumbinglinc@gmail.com
Maryland License # 63813

Exceptional eye care. “SKIP”
State-of-the-art cataract surgery. FREE H EGARTY
Expert glaucoma care.

Quality workmanship at affordable prices for over 30 years

EXTERIOR
Siding | Roofing | Windows
MHIC Doors | Concrete | Repair
#9961 Additions | Porches and More!
INTERIOR

All with an un-matched level of customer service. Right in your back yard. Kitchens | Baths

" Repsrandbiore 443-758-0067
e ENsED soRED 410-721-0633 www.blakesasphaltllc.com

Allan Rutzen, MD, FACS 3acey Hanna, MD SaraFrancomacaro,MD  Cal ia Twigg, 0D

JIM’S BODY SHOP
Market Your 410-647-1178

SEVERN A P ARK BUSil‘IESS Here! Family Owned & Operated for 45 Years

¢ All work guaranteed for as

long as you own the vehicle

V()ICE Call 410-647-9400
o . * We accept all insurance
i

Owner - Jim Keedy | Fax 410-647-4231







