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Mineola native gains gospel 
music hall of fame induction

See HEARINGS, Page 6A
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Shopping locally for the past 150 years 
         to support friends, neighbors & community…

…& continuing the tradition of helping the businesses of someone you know!

shopshopyouyoubeforebeforeThinkThink
Mineola.com  l  CITY OF MINEOLA  l  903-569-6183

See RATES, Page 4A

Prec. 2 constable resigns nine months into term

By CARLEY TUCKER

Quitman residents will soon 
see increases on their monthly 
utility bills after the city coun-
cil approved adjustments to 
water, sewer and trash col-
lection rates Tuesday, Sept. 
23. After seeking input from 

residents at a special work-
shop the evening before, the 
council voted unanimously to 
increase rates on water, sewer 
and trash collections after ex-
plaining that the changes are 
necessary to keep pace with 
rising costs, aging infrastruc-
ture and state requirements 

for public water systems.
Prior to the controversial 

vote on rate increases, an ac-
tion item to change the hours 
at City Hall was presented by 
City Administrator, Allan Gil-
bert. Gilbert stated that chang-
ing City Hall’s hours would 
allow working citizens more 

time to interact with city staff. 
He proposed keeping the nor-
mal hours of 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Mondays and Tues-
days but altering the hours on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
with City Hall being open 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
On Fridays, City Hall would 

open at 7:30 a.m. and close at 
3 p.m.

The council raised minor 
concerns about end-of-month 
payments and Friday clos-
ings, but Gilbert assured them 
that he was committed to 

Mineola 
keeps ISD 
boundaries 
for boards

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@wood.cm

City of Mineola boards 
and commissions will 
continue to be selected 
from the Mineola school 
district boundaries, as 
they have for several 
years.

Following a brief 
workshop Thursday, the 
city council voted unan-
imously to leave the 
boundaries as is.

Council member Polly 
Jones, who had request-
ed the boundaries be 
extended to the 75773 
postal ZIP code, was not 
in attendance.

The exceptions to the 
policy, by law, are the 
board of adjustments 
and the board of appeals, 
which must be made up 
of city residents.

City Manager Cindy 
Karch gave the council 
examples from several 
other cities and conclud-
ed that they each have 
their own ideas.

Jones had requested 
expanding the boundary 
to help fill open seats on 
boards.

In offering pros and 
cons, Karch said keeping 

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@wood.cm

Wood County com-
missioners set a pair of 
public hearings on Fri-
day to be held on Oct. 14.

The first would be for 
considering a change in 
the 911 emergency ad-
dressing standards.

The standard for cre-
ation of a private road 
for addressing standard 
is three or more resi-
dences.

Commissioners will 
consider increasing that 
to five or more, in line 
with most other area 
counties.

Prec. 4 Commissioner 
Russell Acker said many 
of the private roads are 
for residences of multi-
ple family members who 
do not wish to have the 
private road designa-
tion.

Having that desig-
nation, however, gives 
more accuracy to locat-
ing a residence in an 
emergency.

Also on the 14th com-
missioners will consider 
designating the Wood 
County Airport as a re-
investment zone.

The move would help 
address long-range 
plans to create facili-

Quitman council OKs utility rate increases

County sets 
hearings for 
911, airport

Less than a year into 
his term, Wood County 
Precinct Two Constable 
Bobby Tucker is step-
ping down.

Tucker turned in his 
resignation to County 
Judge Kevin White on 
Friday, effective on Fri-
day, Oct. 10.

Tucker was elected 
in 2024 and started his 
term on Jan. 1.

In the announcement, 
White said Tucker is 
stepping down for per-
sonal reasons.

He said county com-
missioners will consider 
how to address the va-

cancy at their next meet-
ing on Tuesday, Oct.14.

Tucker led the Repub-
lican primary in March 
2024 in a three-way race, 
advancing to the runoff. 
Then Joshua Davis, the 
runner-up, bowed out. 
Tucker was unopposed 
in the general election 

to replace Kelly Smith, 
who did not seek reelec-
tion.

In his letter, Tucker 
said he is grateful to the 
people of Wood County 
for the opportunity to 
serve and appreciates 
the knowledge and ex-
perience that he gained.

The high school squad for Dance 
Dimensions performs in front of 
the downtown gazebo (above) 
for a packed crowd Friday at the 
Iron Horse Heritage Festival in 
Mineola. Pictured are, first row, 
Gracie Russom, Addy Blackwell, 
Bree Warren; second row, Jor-
dan Pearson, Stella Straznicki, 
Addison Miller. The dancers are 
under the direction of Dance 
Dimensions owner and lead cho-
reographer Koni Riley and her 
team. Oscar (center) brought his 
own cheer squad, with at least a 
dozen members of the audience 
chanting his name before his big 
run at the Weenie Dog Race, the 
culminating event of the festival.
More photos on Page 11A. 
(Monitor photos by James Tay-
lor)

A couple who was 
denied permission to 
rebuild their home on 
Lake Quitman has filed 
suit against Wood Coun-
ty.

Bruce and Linda No-
blett of Rowlett attend-
ed several county com-
missioners meetings 
after they halted work 
on their property.

At issue was wheth-
er the land for the foot-
print of the original 
home could be raised to 
bring it above the lake’s 
high-water mark.

Commissioners unan-
imously declined that 
request for a variance 
on March 18, after the 
project had initially been 
given a verbal OK from 
former Prec. 1 Commis-
sioner Virgil Holland the 
previous summer.

Linda’s parents first 
purchased the property 

in 1986, which already 
had structures con-
structed.

As the Nobletts out-
lined at commissioners 
meetings, those struc-
tures had flooded on 
several occasions.

The suit seeks four 
remedies: to quiet the 
title to the propriety so 
that it can be built upon; 
a declaratory judgment 
that the county has no 
legal authority to claim 
ownership of the land 
below the high-water 
line and to promulgate 
regulations; inverse 
condemnation, that the 
county has taken or 
damaged the property 
without formal condem-
nation proceedings; and 
violation of public use, 
failing to meet constitu-
tionally mandated pro-

Lawsuit filed against county 
over Lake Quitman property

See SUIT, Page 3A

Quitman-Lake Fork Kiwanis Club officially dedicated the dog park along Elaine St. last week. It is part of the planned walking trail across 
the city. See story on Page 12A. (Courtesy photo) 
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MINEOLA REBEKAH LODGE – every other Saturday, 11 
a.m., 106 S. Line St. All Rebekahs welcome, 769-4024.
MINEOLA ROTARY CLUB - Monday noon, Mineola Civic 
Center.
MINEOLA SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER - 308 University, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Tuesday and Thursday. 903-497-1298; 
Dominoes and other games.
MINEOLA LEAGUE OF THE ARTS LINE DANCE GUILD – 
Tuesday and Friday, 10 a.m. 
MLOTA FIBER ARTS GUILD – Rug Hooking first Thursday, 
third Wednesday at 10 a.m.; Crochet/Knit 2nd/4th Thursday 
10 a.m.; Fiber Friends Mondays 10 a.m., Spinning 1st/3rd 
Tuesday 10 a.m., Weaving 2nd/4th Tuesday 10 a.m.
MLOTA MOSAIC GROUP – first/third Tuesdays, 1:30 p.m..  
MLOTA QUILTERS GUILD - Tuesdays/Thursdays, 10 a.m.
MLOTA PAINTERS GUILD - Wednesday, 10 a.m.
MLOTA SCULPTURE GUILD - first and third Thursday at 
1 p.m.
MLOTA WOOD CARVING GUILD – Mondays at 10 a.m.
PARENTS ANONYMOUS GROUP - Saturday, 2-3:30 p.m., 
First Baptist Church, Quitman. Children’s program provid-
ed. 903-629-2114
PILOT CLUB OF MINEOLA - second Tuesday, 6 p.m. Min-
eola Civic Center. President Joyce Curry.
QUITMAN CITY COUNCIL – third Thursday, 6:00 p.m.; city 
hall.
QUITMAN FARMERS MARKET, second Saturday, 8 
a.m.-Noon, Jim Hogg City Park, April-October. Info: 
Quitman Chamber, 903-763-4411, QuitmanChamber@
QuitmanCoC.com
QUITMAN/LAKE FORK KIWANIS - Wednesday, noon, 
Faith Student Center, 403 S. Main St., Quitman.
QUITMAN PILOT CLUB - third Tuesday, 5:30 p.m., Quit-
man Library. 903-383-5075.
QUITMAN ROTARY CLUB, Thursday, noon, Red Dome.
QUITMAN SCHOOL BOARD – third Monday, 6 p.m. Ad-
ministration Building.
REPUBLICAN WOMEN OF WOOD COUNTY - for infor-

mation call/text 903-841-2808.
ROSE HILL FOOD PANTRY – 2nd Wednesday, 10 a.m. til 
out, regular pickup and Senior Box Day, 3rd Saturday 10 
a.m., regular pickup, 110 PR 6882 (Hwy. 80 West), Mineola.  
No qualification.
SINGING AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF HAW-
KINS - fourth Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
SCOTTISH RITE - Wood County Scottish Rite Club meets 
third Friday of odd month, 6:30 p.m., Richie’s Café in 
Winnsboro. 903-253-3635.
SEX ADDICTS ANONYMOUS (SAA) meets at noon on 
Thursdays. For location and local contact info, visit saa-re-
covery.org and click on Find A Meeting.Enter Mineola and 
select Thursday.
TOPS GROUP - Thursday, 8-11 a.m., Harvest Acres Bap-
tist Church, NW Loop 564, 569-1240, 569-0385-Beverly.
UPPER SABINE VALLEY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT - 
meetings are held quarterly, 5:30 p.m. on a Thursday to be 
determined at the Wood County Airport board room.
UT HEALTH QUITMAN - needs volunteers. Great opportu-
nity to meet people while helping your community. Contact 
Beverly Haynes, 713-447-6903.
VFW AUXILIARY #7523 - third Sunday, 1 p.m., Recruiting 
new members. 569-2228.
VFW POST #7523 - third Wednesday, 6 p.m., Karaoke ev-
ery Friday and Saturday, 8 p.m. 569-2228.
WHYTE DOVE WRITER’S GROUP - Second Tuesday, 6 
p.m., Quitman Public Library. 903.967.7488, e-mail kay-
oung.wdp2001@gmail.com
WOOD COUNTY AGGIE MOMS - 1st Monday, 6 p.m. at 
Red Dome in Quitman (except January, June, July, August), 
903-539-7049 or Wood County Aggie Moms Facebook 
page.
WOOD COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT - Quarterly, 3rd 
Thursday, 8 a.m., district office, Quitman. Open to public.
WOOD COUNTY ARBORETUM & BOTANICAL GAR-
DENS – garden workday each Wednesday 9 a.m. to noon, 
all levels of experience welcome. Come at 8:45 a.m. in the 

kitchen of the Stinson House for coffee. 175 Gov Hogg 
Pkwy, Quitman – the two-story white house behind the pa-
vilion at Hogg Park.
WOOD COUNTY BEEKEEPERS – 1st Thursday, 7 p.m., 
American Legion Post, 201 W. Broadway, Winnsboro.  
Beekeeping 101, 1st Thursday, 6 p.m., Jan., April, Aug., 
American Legion Post, woodcountybeekeepers@gmail.
com for more info.
WOOD COUNTY CENTRAL HOSPITAL DISTRICT - third 
Monday, 5:30 p.m. in the UT Health Quitman hospital board 
room (every three months).
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT - every oth-
er Tuesday, Courthouse, Quitman, 10 a.m. 903-763-2716.
WOOD COUNTY CRIME STOPPERS - every other month, 
third Monday, 6 p.m., depending exceptions. Wood County 
Justice Center courtroom. Public invited. 903-569-3711
WOOD COUNTY DEMOCRAT CLUB – fourth Thursday, 
Quitman Public Library, at 6:15 p.m. www.woodcountydem.
org 936-635-4656
WOOD COUNTY MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DET. 1278, 
3rd Tuesday, dinner 6 p.m., meeting 7 p.m., 369 CR 2784, 
Mineola, info@mineolamcl.com
WOOD COUNTY TX GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - third 
Monday, January through May and September through 
November, 7 p.m., Quitman Public Library, Shamburger 
Community Room. For 903-763-4191 or 967-2458.
WOOD COUNTY RETIRED SCHOOL PERSONNEL AS-
SOC. - third Monday, Sept.-Dec. and Feb.-April, 2 p.m. and 
in May at 5 p.m., Forever Young Activity Center, 402 S. Main 
St., Quitman. All retired school personnel are invited.
YANTIS CITY COUNCIL – second Tuesday, 6 p.m., city 
hall.
YANTIS SCHOOL BOARD – second Monday, 6 p.m., 
school cafeteria.
YANTIS/LAKE FORK LIONS CLUB - second Thursday, 6 
p.m., Yantis Community Center.

To add or change listing 
publisher@wood.cm or 903-569-2442

WOOD COUNTY COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Listings alternated on a weekly basis
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UPCOMING IN WOOD COUNTY
Sabine-Neches RC&D Program
Carroll Green Civic Center, Quitman
Friday, Oct. 3, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Alba VFD Annual Fish Fry
Downtown Alba (cornhole, music, auction)
Saturday, Oct. 4, noon-8 p.m.

Quitman Police/Fire Night Out
Jim Hogg Park Pavilion
Tuesday, Oct. 7, 6-8 p.m.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Alba-Golden super-
intendent Shelby Da-
vidson reported on the 
formation of the Panther 
Legacy Vision Team at 
the Monday, Sept. 22 
school board meeting. 
The 36-member Vision 
Team has been charged 
to provide the board 
with recommendations 
for new construction 
capital projects. 

Davidson advised that 
the team will meet once 
a month over the next 
four months with the 
intention of providing 
recommendations to the 
board early in the new 
year. The team is com-
posed of community 
members, district em-
ployees and students. 

Also before the board 
Monday was the ap-
proval of a resolution 
regarding Senate Bill 
12, which delineates 
state-mandated paren-
tal rights. The resolution 
adopting the bill passed 

by a vote of 4-2. Board 
members Kristopher 
Quintana and Mike 
Ragsdale voted against 
the resolution.

The lack of unanimous 
support for the resolu-
tion indicates that while 
the parental rights have 
been mandated by the 
state, exactly how each 
of the 25 measures will 
be operationalized has 
not yet been determined.    

The board did unan-
imously approve the 
construction of a caliche 
road on the newly-pur-
chased property just to 
the north of the cam-
pus. SWEPCO will be 
replacing a switch-pole 
on that property and has 
requested approval for 
the caliche road be cut to 
the new pole. SWEPCO 
paid the district $5,500 
for the easement to the 
switch-pole.

Toliver Ford took ad-
vantage of the recom-
mencement of the scho-
lastic year to present 
Alba-Golden softball 
hurler Adielyn Smith 

the Player of the Month 
award for the month of 
May. Smith has been a 
stand-out pitcher in East 
Texas in 2025 and is ex-
pected to continue her 
dominance in the circle 
this upcoming season.  

The board recognized 
Lonnie Hays as ele-
mentary school student 
of the month. Kayla 
Andrade and Mason 
Smith were introduced 
as the secondary school 
students of the month. 
Employees of the month 
were Laurel Venable and 
Leah Bales-Sherwood, at 
the elementary and sec-
ondary schools, respec-
tively.  

Other actions taken 
by the board included 
approvals of a tax collec-
tion contract with Rains 
County, the school board 
calendar for 2025-26, a 
review of the investment 
policy and designation 
of the superintendent 
and the finance director 
as investment officers. 

Trustee Brad Lennon 
was the sole absentee.

By BRYNNA WILLIAMSON
news@wood.cm

We’ve all thought 
about it. It comes up 
in conversation as a 
fun, silly thing to think 
about.

If I won a million dol-
lars in a game show, 
what would I spend it 
on?

The only difference 
between us and Mineola 
native James Meadows, 
who lives in Houston 
working in IT security, is 
that Meadows actually 
did make it onto a game 
show, and he actually 
did have a chance to win 
a million dollars.

The game show is a 
brand-new FOX chan-
nel show, called “99 To 
Beat.” Based on a wild-
ly successful European 
series, the show gath-
ers 100 random people 
from across the country 
and has them compete 
in a series of simple, sil-
ly challenges in order 
to proceed to the next 
round.

How to win? As the 
show states frequently, 
contestants don’t have 
to finish first – “Just 
don’t finish last.” The 
last man standing wins 
the million dollars.

“A million dollars!” 
laughed Meadows. “I 
mean, think about how 
many people play the 
lottery each day for the 
chance of a million dol-
lars. And those things…
odds are one in several 
million that they’ll win. 
Here, you’re in a situa-
tion where the odds are 
one in 100… how often 
in your life do you have 
a one in 100 chance of 
winning a million dol-
lars?”

Meadows says that he 
grew up watching game 
shows. He watched 
game shows with his 
son, and now that he’s 
married to his wife Al-
ice, the two of them en-
joy watching them to-
gether.

“It’s something that 
I love, and I’ve always 
wanted to be on game 
shows,” he said. 

So, he applied. And 
applied. And applied. 
Not only to “99 To Beat,” 
but to Wheel of Fortune, 
Are You Smarter Than 
a Fifth Grader, Deal or 
No Deal and more. So, 
to him, after “decades” 
of applying to various 
game shows across the 
country, actually mak-
ing it onto one was a big, 
big deal.

“It was just one of 
those bucket list items,” 
he said. “And so, did I 
know what I was get-
ting into? Not really, not 
necessarily. But it was 
something I couldn’t 
resist…after all these 
years of trying to get on 
a game show, this is my 
chance.”

One thing that Mead-
ows noticed was differ-
ent about the filming 
of “99 To Beat” is that 
its contestants and feel 
stood out from the real-
ity-TV that many chan-
nels display.

“It’s not one of those 
reality game shows 
where there’s backstab-
bing and you can try 
and manipulate (people) 
and stuff like that,” he 
said. “There was a real 
sense of family that was 
not only present during 
the show, but has kept 
up since then.”

While filming for the 
show wrapped up in 
June (according to the 
Internet), Meadows 
says that, even still, all 
contestants have a big 
group chat for joking, 
chatting and keeping in 
touch.

So, the big question: is 

Monday, Oct. 6 is the 
last day to register to 
vote in the Nov. 4 elec-
tion. In addition to 17 
amendments to the state 
constitution on the bal-
lot, voters in the Haw-
kins school district will 
also decide the fate of a 
tax ratification election.

The vote will deter-
mine whether the dis-
trict can increase the 
property tax rate.

The ballot language is 
as follows:

“This is a property tax 
increase. Ratifying the 
ad valorem tax rate for 

maintenance and opera-
tions of $0.6992 per $100 
taxable assessed valua-
tion in Hawkins Inde-
pendent School District 
for the current year, a 
rate that will result in an 
increase of 24.88 percent 
in maintenance and op-
erations tax revenue for 
the district for the cur-
rent year as compared 
to the preceding year, 
which is an additional 
$1,097,426.60.”

Early voting will be 
held only at the county 
elections office in Quit-
man for the school dis-

trict and the constitu-
tional amendments.

Early voting dates and 
times are as follows:

Monday, Oct. 20-Fri-
day, Oct. 24, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 27 to 
Wednesday, Oct. 29,  8 
a.m.-5 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 30-Fri-
day, Oct. 31, 7 a.m.-7 p.m.

A sample ballot for 
the amendments may 
be found at the county 
elections department 
web page on the 
mywoodcounty.com 
website.

The annual Wood County Health Fair was held Saturday at Jim Hogg City Park in Quitman. Among 
the vendors was UT Health Care which provided one of its ambulances for participants to check out. 
(Monitor photo by Ben Barnett)

AGISD forms facility study committee

Voter registration deadline Monday for Nov. 4
James Meadows celebrating after the first challenge by throwing confetti on fellow contestant (former 
basketball player) Gabe Lazarre while he is making “Confetti Angels.” The person watching and 
laughing in the background is actress/opera singer Agnes Nayama. (Courtesy photo)

Mineola ex living game show dream

See GAME, Page 5A
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SMITH
ESTATE SALES

We Provide Professional Sales & Services
CONTACT MATT SMITH

Mineola, Texas
(903) 497-0977

MATTSMITH5659@YAHOO.COM

THIS WEEK’S MENUS:

125 E Broad St • Mineola • 903-569-3882
FREE Delivery Drive Thru

Fri. Oct. 3 - Country Fried Steak, Country 

Style Gravy, Spring Vegetables, Hot Peaches, 

Dinner Roll, Milk 

Mon. Oct. 6 - Parmesan Chicken, Green Peas, 

Carrots, Dinner Roll, Applesauce, Milk  
Tues.  Oct. 7 - Ham & Pintos, Whole Kernel 

Corn, Dinner Roll, Hot Peaches, Milk  
Wed.  Oct. 8 - Meatloaf with Brown Gravy, 

Whipped Potatoes, Spring Vegetables, Dinner 

Roll, Diced Pears, Milk  
Thur. Oct. 9 - Smoked Sausage, Baked Beans, 

Mixed Vegetables, Hot Dog Bun, Milk 

MEALS ON WHEELS

Hometown Friendly from Hometown Folks
Meals On Wheels : 903-593-7385

903-765-2425

$5-24k $25-49k $50-74k $75-99k

2.0% 2.5% 3.0% 3.5%

*All Are 1 Year Terms

• Call for Jumbo >$100k Rates •

CD Rates!ompetitiveC

albagoldenfederalcu.com
140 S. Broadway  |  Alba, Texas 75410

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Clifton D. Bradshaw  «»  903-569-5418
1124 W. FM 564  «»  Mineola, TX 75773

Sponsored 
by:

Baker Street ~ 903-569-2252
If No Answer, Call 903-569-6294
TUESDAY-SATURDAY ~ 8AM - 4PM

Mineola Animal Shelter

Thanks to these 
students for all 

the amazing toys, 
treats & food for our 
shelter animals! Your 

generosity means 
so much to us & our 

furry friends!

Meet Red!Meet Red!Meet Red!
This gentle giant has stolen our hearts. 
When Red looks at you, it’s like he’s 
looking straight into your soul. He’s one 
of those special dogs that just pulls at 
you from the moment you meet him. Red 
will be your protector and your snuggle 
buddy all rolled into one.

Big Shoutout to Grand Saline FFABig Shoutout to Grand Saline FFABig Shoutout to Grand Saline FFA 

To help decrease the number of homeless animals, please 
remember to have your dogs & cats spayed & neutered.

Your Shield of Protection

2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200
Mineola, TX 75773
903-569-5115
HefnerGroup.com

  SheShedz Thrift Store
   Hours: Thurs.-Sat. 9am-3pm   

  http://sheshedzthriftstore.com/
206 Winnsboro St., Quitman, TX
FIND SheShedz ON FACEBOOK

Fall for Fall for 
Autumn Autumn 
Thrifting atThrifting at
SheShedz!SheShedz!

Fall for 
Autumn 
Thrifting at
SheShedz!

CALL  903-569-9808  for appointments
•  Wed - Fri  9-5 & Sat  by appt only  •  

211 N Newsom, Mineola

Ashley James

Minnie’s Cut & CurlMinnie’s Cut & CurlMinnie’s Cut & Curl

CALL  903-569-9808  
              For Appointments

•  Wed - Fri  9-5 & Sat  by appt only  •  
211 N Newsom, Mineola

CALL  903-569-9808  
              For Appointments

•  Wed - Fri  9-5 & Sat  by appt only  •  
211 N Newsom, Mineola

Walk InsWalk Ins
Welco e!Welco e!Welco e!Welco e!Welco e!Welco e!

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

Ben Pegues used to 
play football in the mid-
dle of N. Pacific Street in 
Mineola.

“You had an odd car 
pass-by every now and 
then, but it wasn’t a big 
deal,” he stated. The 
family home was at 1025 
N. Pacific. 

The family consisted 
of father Ben ‘Big Ben or 
Bennie,’ mother Audrey, 
‘Little Ben’ and brother 
Steve.

“Growing up in Mine-
ola at that time, the late 
‘50s and early ’60s, was 
a great experience.” 

Pegues remembers 
leaving elementary 
school, in the middle of 
the day, and walking a 
block and a half to take 
his piano lesson from 
Eva Vandiver. Upon 
completion he would 
walk back and rejoin his 
class at school. It was a 
different time.

Piano wasn’t his only 
interest growing up. 
He was active in school 
sports and also took 
voice lessons from vo-
calist Philip Point of Ty-
ler.  

It was in his high 
school years when he 
attended his first gos-
pel music concert. It 
changed his life. 

“It was the power be-
hind the music, it’s what 
drew me to it,” Pegues 
explained. He contin-
ued, “from a spiritual 
perspective, it was a 
major game-changer for 
me.”

The 1966 Mineola 
graduate began his adult 
life immersed in gospel 
music. His commitment 

to the art form was rec-
ognized on Feb. 22 when 
he was inducted into the 
Texas Gospel Music Hall 
of Fame.  

Pegues was honored 
for his many roles in 
the gospel music world 
as a singer – Pegues 
sang bass – as a quartet 
founder, as a manager, 
as a historian, an advi-
sor to other artists and 
as a long-time member 
of the Texas Gospel Hall 
of Fame board. In short, 
from the time he attend-
ed that first gospel con-
cert to today, Pegues has 
been a part of the gospel 
music scene.  

Family and his musi-
cal career have brought 
him back to the area 
on many occasions. He 
has performed at First 
Baptist Church (FBC) 
Mineola, Sand Springs 
Baptist, Lake Country 
Bible Church, FBC Haw-
kins, FBC Quitman and 
churches in Lindale and 
Hainesville and others. 

Those local churches 
were only a sampling of 
the thousands of venues 
where Pegues has per-
formed. It all had to start 
somewhere, and for 
Pegues, it began in ear-
nest when, as a college 
underclassman, he start-
ed a gospel music quar-
tet, The Ambassadors.

At the time Pegues 
was majoring in Bible 
studies with a minor in 
music. It was a time in 
the gospel music world 
which was quite contro-
versial.

“It was called wor-
ship wars,” Pegues ex-
plained. The new gospel 
quartets that were form-
ing were often deemed 
to be too flashy, too sec-

ular, too worldly. The rift 
could even cause con-
gregations to split. 

Pegues saw no conflict 
with the gospel quartets 
of the day. He related, 
“Gospel music took me 
spiritually to places I’d 
never been before.… I 
became a real believer in 
the message.” 

The Ambassadors 
were only the first step. 
Among the more memo-
rable groups Pegues was 
involved in were the 
Masters Four which had 
a long run including gigs 
at Branson, Mo., The Pa-
triots and a mixed group 
Thorns and Roses. 

Thorns and Roses 
had a 20-year run and 
produced a number of 
recordings. Pegues was 
involved in some 25 re-
cording projects over the 
years, from 33 1/3 vinyl 
to 8-tracks to CDs and 
video.

It was the live per-
formances, however, 
which Pegues treasures 
most – from his per-
formances with Anne 
Criswell in the early ’70s 
to weekend ‘singings’ 
(on Friday and Saturday 
nights at small church-
es throughout Texas) to 
singing with Ethel Wa-
ters at the Dallas Con-
vention Center in front 
of 12,000 people. 

One venue was histor-
ically noteworthy. For 
45 years (1950-1995) the 
Will Rogers Auditorium 
in Fort Worth was the 
major gospel music ven-
ue. It was the equivalent 
of Nashville for country 
music. 

A gospel singing was 
hosted at the Rogers Au-
ditorium each month. 
Pegues spoke of those 

experiences with great 
reverence.  

The bass singer and 
gospel enthusiast had 
finished his degree at 
Dallas Baptist Universi-
ty in 1970 and graduated 
from the Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Sem-
inary in 1973. He served 
on the staffs of five 
churches, most in the 
Dallas area, with excep-
tion of a three-year stint 
in Hawaii. He also com-
pleted 30 years of service 
on the staff of a Bible 
college in the Metroplex 
and taught voice at the 
Stamps School of Music.  

All the while he was 
involved in gospel mu-
sic. Pegues recognizes 
the contributions of the 
gospel quartets of yes-
teryear. The Blackwood 
Brothers, The Imperials 
and The Weatherfords 
are among those that 
he specifically acknowl-
edged. 

Like all musicians, 
Pegues has his favorite 
songs. “Do You know 
my Jesus” a Vep Ellis 
song as performed by 
The Plainsmen, “How 
about your Heart” by 
the Blackwood Brothers 
and “Sinners Plea” by 
The Prophets Quartet 
are among his favorites. 

The Texas Gospel 
Music Hall of Fame be-
gan in 1985 through the 
efforts of native sons 
Calvin Willis, Tom Ellis 
and James Fudge. The 
objective was to recog-
nize Texans who made 
significant contributions 
to Christian music and 
who represented the 
values of that music. 
Notable members are 
Les Beasley, Larry Ford, 
John Hall, Lou Hildreth, 

Pat Hoffmaster, W.B. 
Nowlin, V.O. Stamps 
and Glen Payne among 
others. 

It is located on Panola 
Street in downtown Car-
thage.

The Gospel Music Mu-
seum and Hall of Fame 
are housed in the same 
building as the Texas 
Country Music Muse-
um and Hall of Fame. 
The two organizational 
boards met in 2020 and 
decided to co-locate for 
mutual support and 
benefit. Pegues has been 
a board member of the 
organization since 2004.   

In February, Pegues 
was inducted along with 
vocalist and musician 
Ralph Green. 

In addition to his mu-
sical talent and leader-
ship, the Hall of Fame 
described Pegues as a 
nationally-recognized 
gospel music historian.

“I am so honored at 

the selection,” Pegues 
acknowledged, “I feel so 
fortunate to get to know 
the legends of gospel 
music.” 

While reflecting on the 
value of gospel music, 
Pegues related a story 
of a woman who had 
called him out of the 
blue. She had attended 
a singing some 30 years 
ago and had just lost the 
CD which she had pur-
chased that evening. 

She advised Pegues 
that one specific song on 
that CD had great per-
sonal meaning to her. 
Pegues gladly sent her a 
replacement.

“Gospel music can 
change your life,” he 
said.

Pegues is still at work 
in the music world. Most 
recently he is collaborat-
ing with Rudy Gatlin, 
once of the Gatlin Broth-
ers band, on a variety of 
projects.

Texas Gospel Music Hall of Fame inductee Ben Pegues. (photo 
courtesy of Star Cravin Photography)

Kid from Mineola named to Texas Gospel Music Hall of Fame

The Wood County 
Historical Commission 
is having a contest to 
celebrate the 175th anni-

versary of the county.
The contest is a com-

munity history research 
project for K-12 stu-

dents. Students may 
pick up information at 
their school districts or 
home school students 
may pick up informa-
tion at their local librar-

ies.
The competition and 

program will be Tues-
day, Oct. 28 at the Car-
roll Green Civic Center 
in Quitman.

Historical commission holding contest for county students

cedures.

The suit seeks the quiet 
title, rightful ownership, 
to declare the county has 
no lawful interest, and 
damages and attorney’s 
fees and court costs.
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In the Gospel of Mark, we are told that the "Great Commandment" to 
love God and your neighbor is more important than offering sacrifices 
to God. And although there are many ways in which we can make 
sacrifices to God, these are all secondary to this "Great Commandment." 
Furthermore, if we do not possess a love of God and our neighbor, our 
sacrifices are ultimately in vain and self-serving. Supporting your place of 
worship, helping the unfortunate, fasting, and prayer are all worthwhile 
sacrifices that are indeed beneficial in building our relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. However, we are told that before we offer our gifts 
to God's altar, we should make peace with those with whom we have 
issues (Matthew 5:24). Surely, it is not always easy to love everyone, and 
it is virtually impossible to make everyone love us; still, we gain more 
grace and mercy when we try to love those who are most unlovable. We 
should never let another person's unpleasant character or actions affect 
our sentiments. Simply stated, we can disapprove of a person's actions 
or words, but we should not hate the person. Nothing is impossible with 
God, and loving Him and our neighbor is always possible because God is 
love and He is always extending this great gift to us.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 

Against such there is no law.
New K.J.V Galatians 5: 22,23

Love God and Your NeighborLove God and Your Neighbor

Alba 
Gunter Assembly of God
4578 N. FM 17, Alba
903-765-9981

Bright Star Baptist Church
 4537 FM 2794, Alba
 903-638-1170 • Pastor Andrew Grills

Enon Baptist Church
7133 TX-182, Alba
903-765-2014 • Pastor Reggie Day

First Baptist Church of Alba 
219 E. Holly, Alba
903-765-2471 • Dr. Kelly Burton

Lake Fork Baptist
9483 W. FM 515, Alba
903-473-9523 • Dr. Zachary Tunnell

Alba Church of Christ
105 W. Holley St., Alba
214-893-7585 • Algia Allen

Alba Methodist Church
170 W. Holley St., Alba
903-474-5952 • John Epps

Amazing Grace Fellowship Church
7405 US Hwy 69 E, Alba
Pastor Byron George

Open Door Church
633 CR 1560, Alba 
903-765-3587 • Randy Bohannan

Golden 
Cottonwood Assembly of God
8481 FM 779, Golden
903-765-2675 • Pastor Otis Lee

Golden First Baptist Church
CR 2940, Golden
903-768-2258 • Dr. Mark Neeley

Pilgrim Rest #2 Baptist Church
205 CR 2376, Golden
903-768-2653 • Pastor David Hendricks

Golden Bible Church
CR 2290, Golden
903-768-2700

Golden Church of Christ
FM 779, Golden
903-768-2725 • James Stringer

Golden Methodist Church
658 FM 1799, Golden
903-768-2268 • Pastor Jim Pickens

Hawkins 
First Assembly of God
102 Harris St., Hawkins
903-769-3835 • Pastor Bryan Peck

Liberty Baptist
288 CR 3650, Hawkins
903-769-2250 • Pastor Bob Sexton

Trinity Lutheran Church
3718 FM 2869 • Hawkins
903-769-4065 • Kyle Kirk

Pine Mills Pentecostal Church
Hwy 14, Hawkins
903-857-2527 • Pastor M.D. Thornhill

Open Altar Church
PO Box 1511, Hawkins TX
903-569-7603

Holly Lake 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church
1612 S. 2869, Holly Lake
903-769-3235 • Rev. Michael T. Snyder

Holly Tree Bible Church
1620 FM 2869, Holly Lake Ranch
903-769-3501 • Pastor Tim Mink, PhD

Mineola 
First Assembly of God
1917 N US Hwy 69, Mineola
903-569-9882 • Pastor Jerry Williams

Iglesia Primera Asamblea de Dios
511 N. Second, Mineola
903-569-5537

Calvary Baptist Church
2803 FM 779, Mineola
903-768-2313 • Pastor Donald Masters

Central Baptist Church
602 N. Line St., Mineola
903-569-3203

First Baptist Church
204 N. Johnson St., Mineola
903-569-3873 • Pastor Phillip Casper

Freedom Baptist Church
155 CR 2201, Mineola
903-638-8555 • Pastor Don Smith

Hainesville Baptist Church
3368 FM 49, Mineola
903-569-3212 • Pastor Russell Kirkland

Harvest Acres Baptist Church
1062 W. State Loop 564, Mineola
903-569-5351 • Pastor Brad Hindman

Hubbard Chapel Baptist Church
Hwy 778, Mineola
Interim Pastor John Tanner

Legacy Baptist Fellowship
415 W. McDonald, Mineola
903-316-0552

Macedonia Missionary Baptist
1555 CR 3875, Mineola
903-769-5618 • Pastor Thomas Ricks

Mt. Enterprise Baptist Church
3331 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
903-569-2124 • Jonathan Allen

Mt. Pisgah Baptist
4995 FM 49, Mineola

New Hope Baptist Church
3855 FM 1801, Mineola
Pastor Michael Mize

Rose Hill Baptist Church
1420 CR 2460, Mineola 
903-569-5746 • Pastor Ben Graves

Sand Springs Baptist Church
3208 CR 2330, Mineola
903-569-9350 • Pastor Brandon Gray

Silver Lake Baptist Church
150 E Hwy. 80, Mineola
903-638-1209 • Pastor Mike Sullivan

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
304 S. Stone St., Mineola
903-376-2086 • Pr. Demethruis T. Boyd

Lake Country Bible Church
1402 N. Pacific St, Mineola
903-569-5730

St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church
203 Meadowbrook, Mineola
903-569–3665 • Pastor Nelson Munoz

First Christian Church
Independent
209 N. Pacific, Mineola
903-569-2537 • Pastor Allen Knox

Broad St. Church of Christ
440 W. Broad, Mineola
903-569-2046 

North Loop Church of Christ
326 W. FM 564, Mineola
903-569-3117 • Clark Dugger

Jamestown Church of Christ
22022 FM1253, Mineola
903-569-0516

Mineola Church of Christ
1621 N. Pacific, Mineola
903- 569-5571

Southside Church of Christ
527 Read St., Mineola
903-569-6812 • Malcolm Duncan

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal
800 N. Johnson, Mineola
903-569-2478 • Right Rev. F. Lawton

Jehovah’s Witnesses
Hwy 69 S., Mineola
903-569-6370

East Chapel CME Church
723 South Pacific, Mineola
Pastor Randy Harrison

First Methodist Church
612 N. Newsom St., Mineola
903-569-5426 • Rev. John Thomas

Smith Chapel Methodist
670 FM 1804, Mineola
903-569-9187 • Pastor Jim Pickens

Johnson Chapel Methodist
224 Elliott, Mineola
Pastor Tabitha Rankin

First Church of the Nazarene
503 N. Line, Mineola
903-569-3057 • Rev. Randy Larpenteur

Bethel Worship Center
2973 State Hwy 80 E., Mineola
903-569-8708 

Church of the Lakes
at Enchanted Lakes
22410 CR 455, Mineola
903-569-5101

Holy Ghost Central Church
Hwy 69-10 N of Mineola
903-768-2262 • Pastor Rick Childers

Mineola Christian Fellowship
2207 W. US Hwy 80, Mineola

Northside Church
1718 N. Pacific, Mineola
903-569-3872 • Steve Prestridge, Pr.

Spur on Ministries
2670 S. State Hwy 37, Mineola
863-697-0469 • Pastor Mike Fletcher

New Life Pentecostal
201 W. FM 564, Mineola
903-569-5750 • Pastor David Bethel

Seventh Day Adventist
1904 Old Tyler Hwy., Mineola
903-569-6930 • Pastor Richard Rose

Quitman 
First Assembly of God
909 E. Goode St., Quitman
903-763-2901 • Pastor Ken Otwell

Clover Hill Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
Pr. Mark Thompson

Ebenezer Baptist
FM 14, Quitman
903-967-2848 • Pastor Richard 
Goodwin

Faith Baptist Church
405 S. Hart St., Quitman
903-492-3535 • Pastor Mike Midkiff

First Baptist, Quitman
301 W. Lane, Quitman
903-763-4142 • Rev. Joel McMullen

Forest Hill Baptist Church
1880 TX-37, Quitman
903-967-3420 • Pastor Danny Hailey

Muddy Creek Baptist
FM 69, Quitman
903-967-3384 • Jerry Williams

Myrtle Springs Baptist
2185 FM 2225, Quitman
903-878-2504 • David Cook

New Life Baptist Fellowship
7365 Main St., Quitman
903-763-1405 • Charles Brewster

Rock Hill Baptist
3543 FM 2966, Quitman
903-878-2762 • Ken Goodson

Horizon Church ETX
155 S. FM 14, Quitman
Pastor Garry O'Dell Phillips

Church of Christ
111 Winnsboro, Quitman
903-763-5544 • Jordan Blair

Mt. Calvary Church of God in Christ
209 Bookman St., Quitman
903-780-0979 • Pr. Bobby H. Jones

Bethel Temple Fellowship
680 CR 2150, Quitman
940-206-5830 • Rabbi Linda Gutierrez

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
1128 E Goode St, Quitman
214-929-1889 • Bishop Grady Taylor

Brocks Chapel United Methodist
207 Clark St., Quitman
903-763-4062 • Tabitha Rankin

First United Methodist
406 E. Lane St., Quitman
903-763-4127 • Rev. Thomas Harper

Liberty Methodist
E. Goode St./Hwy. 154, Quitman
903-967-7691 • Rev. David Hicks

Church on the Rock
302 S. Main St., Quitman
903-763-4588 • David Jackson

Country Fellowship of Wood County
709 Oakwood Dr, Quitman
Andrew McQueen

Living Water Fellowship
2574 FM 2088, Quitman
903-967-2000 • David Hartley

Wood County Cowboy Church
3435 FM 2088, Quitman
903-535-9155 • Chase Pope

Victory Fellowship
United Pentecostal Church
1600 N. State Hwy 37, Quitman
903-967-2628 • Pastor Keith Clark

Winnsboro 
Cartwright Baptist
267 CR 4896, Winnsboro
903-967-2818 • Pastor: Cody Mize

Crossroads Baptist
1314 CR 4870, Winnsboro
Pastor Jeramy Pierce

East Point Baptist
5029 FM 2088, Winnsboro
Bro. James Scott

Little Hope Baptist Church
CR 3990 & CR 3984, Winnsboro
430-502-5855 • Pr. James Young Jr.

Sharon Baptist
176 CR 4890, Winnsboro
903-629-7202 • Perry Shirley

St. Ann’s Catholic
1010 W. FM 515, Winnsboro
903-629-7884 • Mani Mathai

Central Christian Church
110 Sage St., Winnsboro
903-342-5883 • F. Kevin Hollowell

Perryville Methodist Church
FM 852, Perryville, 8 miles SE of 
Winnsboro • Glenda Mendoza

First Presbyterian
302 S Chestnut St, Winnsboro
903-342-3011 • Dr. Jerry Carpenter

Yantis 
Sweet Fellowship
6050 FM 2966, Yantis
903-473-2673 • Pastor Perry Crisp

Covenant Reformed Baptist
FM 515 & 852, Yantis
Pastor Tony Jackson

First Baptist, Yantis
100 Church St., Yantis
903-383-2393 • Pastor Danny Parker

White Oak Fellowship Yantis
116 PR 5922, Yantis
903-383-2310 • Pastor Jimmy Rogers

The Wood County Church Directory 
is made possible by the 
sponsors on this page.

These Area Churches Welcome You

Auto Repair Professionals
3841 E. Hwy. 154 • 903-967-3799

Open Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PADDY’S AUTOWORKS

522 E. Broad
903.569.2911
Mon-Fri 7:30am-7pm, 

Sat 8am-6pm
Sunday 1pm-5pm

903-569-2442 • 715 Mimosa St. • Mineola 75773
903-763-4522  • 211 N. Main • Quitman 75783

Boddie Roofing

903-850-4642

Composition - Torchdown - Metal
Residential • FRee estimates

903-763-4711 • www.coventryfinancialtexas.com

DOW AUTOPLEX  
Full Service GM Dealer  • Sales Mon-Fri 8-6 & Sat 9-5 

1313 Hwy. 69 S - Mineola
903-569-2621

The employees of

urge everyone to attend
the church of their choice!

Kemp-Meek
Manufacturing Co. Inc.

Mineola, Tx.
“Strong churches make 

strong communities”

COMPLIMENTS OF

Hughes Appliance 
& Air Conditioning 

1305 W. Broad - Mineola 
903-569-5440 or 903-569-6903

Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday
8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

FREE DELIVERY
CORNER OF HWY 69 & 80  •  903-569-3882

Kenneth L. Williams CPA
308 N. Main • Quitman

903-763-4366
We support our local community

Packagers of Dried Beans, Peas, 
Rice, Popcorn, Plastic Wrap  & 

Household Aluminum Foil

322 Freeman - Mineola, TX
903-569-2636

RATES From page 1A

monitoring the situation and 
readjusting the hours if neces-
sary. The action item was ap-
proved unanimously, and the 
new hours will begin Oct. 6.

In an effort to address po-
tential concerns from citizens 
about the increases, aldermen 
went into great detail to sum-
marize the workshop the night 
before, highlighting the in-
creased costs associated with 
maintaining the utility services 
and the rise of water costs from 
the Sabine River Authority.

“The last thing we want is 
for people to turn on the fau-
cet and have no water,” Mayor 
Randy Dunn said. “We’ve got 
to make sure we can maintain 
our system before we end up 
in an emergency where repairs 
cost even more.”

Further discussion ensued 
when citizen Katlyn Neighbors 
asked why the council wait-
ed so long to raise rates if ris-
ing costs had been an issue for 
years.

Mayor Pro Tem Brad Medlin 
explained that in 2013, the 
council raised rates significant-
ly to accommodate construc-
tion and repairs at Lake Fork 
to maintain the system at that 
time. In the following years, 
previous council members 
were very hesitant to raise rates 
any further and chose to absorb 
the water rate hikes the city 
paid to the Sabine River Au-
thority in 2018, 2021 and 2023.

Other council members and 
the city administrator were 
quick to add that while Quit-
man’s water rates remain com-
parable to neighboring cities, 
the system faces higher costs 
this year for treatment chemi-
cals, water purchased from the 
Sabine River Authority and on-
going repairs to aging lines.

At the conclusion of discus-
sions, the council voted unan-
imously to increase the water 
rate by 12%, adding about 
$3.15 per month for the aver-
age household, or roughly $37 
per year.

Sewer rates will also rise by 
12% for city residents, adding 
about $2.70 per month. For cus-
tomers outside the city limits 
on flat-rate sewer service, the 
monthly charge will increase 
from $45 to $75

Leaders said the increase re-
flects the high cost of treating 
excess water that seeps into the 
city’s old clay pipes and man-
holes, as well as the need to 
meet strict Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality stan-
dards. Failure to comply could 
bring fines of up to $25,000 per 
day.

Trash collection fees will rise 
by 4.8 percent, or about 65 cents 
per household per month, un-
der a contract adjustment with 
the city’s waste provider.

Altogether, the typical Quit-
man household can expect 
their monthly bill to increase 
by about $6.50. The new rates 
were set to take effect Oct. 1.

In other business, the council 
approved continuing its an-
nual $53,663 agreement with 
Wood County for fire protec-
tion services. The fire depart-
ment, which covers much of 
the county, is staffed by volun-
teers but rates so highly, it pro-
vides Quitman with insurance 
ratings comparable to larger 
cities with large, full-time fire 
departments.

The council asked Fire Chief 
Colton Otto to start tracking 
the amount of fires the QVFD 
works in the county to see if an 
adjustment needs to be made 
on the annual agreement in up-
coming years.

Council members also voted 
to add Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day and Presidents’ Day to the 
city employee holiday sched-
ule, bringing Quitman in line 
with state holidays and other 
nearby municipalities.

The New Hope Cemetery 
will have its annual memori-
al at 11 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 5 at 
the tabernacle on the cemetery 
grounds.

After a business meeting, sis-
ters Libby DeLeon and Christy 
Fajerson will speak and lead 
the singing. A potluck dinner 
will follow.

Annual meeting 
set at New Hope
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Quitman Police Report
The Quitman Police Depart-

ment answered 419 calls for 
service between Sept. 1-29, is-
sued 104 traffic citations, gave 
284 traffic warnings, took 17 re-
ports and made two on-site ar-
rests and four warrant arrests.

SEPTEMBER 7
Officer Mythigel Al-Flaih ar-

rested Joseph Coventry for as-
sault against elderly or disabled 
individual family violence.

SEPTEMBER 14
Sgt. John Cooper arrested 

Tony Quinn for injury to child/
elderly/disabled with intent of 
bodily injury family violence.

SEPTEMBER 20

Cpl. Joseph Gatewood ar-
rested Amanda Sullivan for two 
outstanding warrants for bur-
glary of habitation and tamper-
ing with evidence.

Cpl. Gatewood arrested 
Christopher Winkle for two out-
standing warrants for parole 
violations.

GAME From page 2A

with all your heart, 

& with all your soul, 

& with all your strength, 

& with all your mind; 

& your neighbor as yourself.

the Lord 
your GodLuke 10:27 

LoveLoveLove

612 N Newsom St.
Ministries Center
Contemporary Services
Sunday, 8:30 am

319 N. Pacific
Sanctuary

Traditional Service
Sunday, 10:50 am

Sunday School – Sunday 9:45 am

At First Methodist Church Mineola, 
we are living by the vision God has given us by: 
Loving God, Sharing Faith, Serving Neighbors.

Whether you prefer traditional or contemporary worship,
 we invite you to celebrate the good news in Jesus Christ!

First Methodist Church Mineola
Mineola, Texas 903-569-5426

SEPTEMBER 17
Deputy Hammond, scam, CR 

2950; victim purchased vehi-
cle online, after sending seller 
money, he stopped communi-
cations, vehicle is supposed to 
be en route to him, will call back 
if he does not receive it. 

Deputy Knox, disturbance, 
Yantis; caller’s ex came to res-
idence where kids were being 
babysat, forced herself into res-
idence, took children with her, 
determined to be civil issue due 
to being no court orders. 

Deputy Haney, assault, 
CR 3540; victim assaulted by 
ex-boyfriend when she returned 
to residence to retrieve proper-
ty, case forwarded to investiga-
tions. 

Sgt. Skinner, Deputy Wil-
liams, intoxicated person, Hwy. 
37; subject located. Matthew 
Axford arrested for public intox-
ication. 

Deputy Tustin, assault, CR 
4400; victim assaulted by 
neighbor. Bryce Arnold arrested 
on active warrant. 

SEPTEMBER 18
Deputy Knox, missing fire-

arm; victim had not seen fire-
arm in several days, firearm 
details provided, entered as 
stolen. 

Deputy Haley, Deputy Ham-
mond, unwanted person, FM 
2869; property owner advised 
subject in one of her campers 
not allowed to be there, subject 
was advised he did not have 
permission to be in residence. 

Lt. Milbourn, Sgt. Cox, Dep-
uty Hammond, stolen vehicle, 
Private Road 7131; deputies lo-
cated stolen vehicle which was 
towed. Hayden Fort arrested on 
active warrant. 

SEPTEMBER 19
Deputy Smith, Deputy Vanat-

ta, wanted person, Hawkins; 
CPS working case, they believe 
one of residents had warrant, 
deputies confirmed warrant. 
Amanda Brown arrested on ac-
tive warrant. 

Sgt. Morrison, Deputy 
Whisenhunt, CID, child in road-
way; deputies located child, 
transported to receive treatment 
for minor injuries, contact made 
with father who advised he was 
asleep, child crawled through 
window. David Ivy arrested for 
abandon/endanger child, CPS 
contacted. 

Sgt. Williams, Cpl. Rich, as-
sault, Hawkins; victim had been 
assaulted by granddaughter. 
Hannah Sweet arrested for as-
sault family violence. 

SEPTEMBER 20
Deputy Smith, Deputy Vanat-

ta, welfare concern, CR 1660; 
deputies searched residence, 
discovered it was unlivable, 
APS contacted. 

Sgt. Morrison, Deputy Smith, 
Deputy Vanatta, pursuit, Hwy. 
80; DPS advised in a pursuit, 
driver eventually stopped, taken 
into custody. 

Deputy Gloar, disturbance, 
CR 4568; resident in neighbor-
hood tried to fight caller over 
HOA dues, no offense occurred. 

SEPTEMBER 21
Sgt. Morrison, Deputy Smith, 

Deputy Vanatta, warrant ser-
vice, CR 2842. Roy Cagle ar-
rested on active warrant. 

Deputy Whisenhunt, ha-
rassment, Hawkins; victim’s 
daughter’s ex-boyfriend has 
continued to text him after be-
ing told to stop, offense report 
for terroristic threat completed. 

Deputy Smith, Deputy Vanat-
ta, disturbance, CR 2810; call-
er’s cousin who lives on prop-
erty refusing to leave, made 
unwanted contact with caller. 
Clayton Horton arrested for as-
sault by contact. 

Sgt. Williams, Deputy Beck, 
disturbance, CR 4537. Joshua 
Vaughan arrested for assaulting 
his wife. 

Cpl. Rich, damage to prop-
erty, Hwy. 154; male subject 
damaged his wife’s vehicle 
windshield, offense report com-
pleted.

Cpl. Rich, Deputy Beck, 
agency assist, Quitman ER. 
Quitman PD advised male sub-
ject causing disturbance at ER. 
Edward Drummond arrested for 
public intoxication. 

Deputy Gloar, disturbance, 
CR 2140. Amy Stephens arrest-
ed for assault family violence 
after assaulting her daughter. 

SEPTEMBER 22
Deputy Haley, suspicious cir-

cumstance, CR 2667; caller’s 
daughter had been in relation-
ship with older male, when she 
told male she was younger, he 
threatened to harm her over 
text. Offense report completed. 

Deputy Hammond, theft, CR 
3811; property owner advised 
items missing, CID contacted 
after possible suspect given, 
search warrant conducted, sto-
len items recovered, offense 
report completed. 

Sgt. Cox, assault, Jarvis Col-
lege; student sent victim text to 
come to his room, when she 
did, he assaulted her, offense 
report completed. 

Deputies performed warrant 
service, CR 3265. Clayton 
Pasteka arrested on active war-
rant.

SEPTEMBER 23
Sgt. Cox, Deputy Haley, 

death investigation, CR 2920; 
caller located her son lying on 
floor in bedroom, subject pro-
nounced deceased, autopsy 
ordered. 

Deputy Hammond, follow up, 
CR 3811; caller advised more 
items had been stolen, infor-
mation will be added to original 
report. 

Sgt. Cox, Deputy Hammond, 
criminal trespass, FM 2869; 
Kenneth Odum arrested, inter-
viewed by CID, taken to jail for 
aggravated assault with deadly 
weapon. While deputies were 
at original address, they located 
Jacob Wilson, who had bond 
conditions prohibiting him from 
being on property, arrested for 
violation of bond conditions. 

Mineola Police Report Wood County Sheriff’s Report
SEPTEMBER 20

4:13 a.m., suspicious vehicle, 
E. Broad, unoccupied.

5:39 a.m., welfare concern, 
W. Kilpatrick, subject yelling, 
everything OK.

9:22 a.m., public assist, 300 
Greenville, question for officer.

10:58 a.m., reckless driver, 
N. Pacific at city limits, unable 
to maintain lane, subject not in-
toxicated.

4:51 p.m., assault, W. Kilpat-
rick, victim does not wish to pur-
sue charges.

4:55 p.m., unknown offense, 
Graham, possible fire, no visi-
ble smoke or odor.

8:35 p.m., assist other agen-
cy, N. Pacific, reckless driver, 
no violations observed.

10:09 p.m., welfare concern, 
FM 1801 at Loop 564, driver 
needed directions.

10:33 p.m., suspicious ve-
hicle, CR 2724, note left on 
vehicles, no one located, gate 
locked.

11:38 p.m., information, W. 
Loop 564, possible drunken 
driver. 

SEPTEMBER 21
12:29 a.m., city ordinance 

violation, 1200 Bromberg, 
neighbors above making a lot 
of noise, no noise heard.

10:44 a.m., assist other 
agency, Goodson at Wren, sub-
ject not located.

1:29 p.m., suspicious per-
sons, Stone, subjects left area.

1:55 p.m., assist other agen-
cy, N. Pacific at NE Loop 564, 
road rage incident, vehicle left 
city.

2:57 p.m., suspicious vehi-
cle, 100 blk N. Pacific, vehicle 
pulled over with flashers on 
and hood up, subject went with 
EMS.

3:15 p.m., theft, NE Loop 
564, subject took basket full of 
items, two females detained, 
one uncooperative, case to be 
filed.

3:34 p.m., disturbance, Kev-
in, loud music, unable to locate.

5:29 p.m., city ordinance vi-
olation, Lowe, loud music, sub-
jects turning it down.

8:12 p.m., city ordinance vio-
lation, Lowe, loud music, music 
is not loud.

10:37 p.m., public assist, 
1600 blk W. Broad, debris in 
roadway, removed. 

SEPTEMBER 22
2:37 a.m., suspicious vehicle, 

N. Newsom, individual leaving 

and criminal trespass issued.
9:22 a.m., found property, 

300 Greenville, planner left in 
lobby, owner contacted.

1:59 p.m., welfare concern, 
W. Patten at N. Johnson, sub-
ject seen leaving school, locat-
ed.

2:52 p.m., trespassing, Baker 
at Bromberg, subjects criminal-
ly trespassed.

3:28 p.m., reckless driver, S. 
Pacific at Loop 564, unable to 
maintain lane, not located.

5:54 p.m., assist other agen-
cy, 300 Greenville, EMS call.

10:13 p.m., theft, NE Loop 
564, male concealed items in 
store, subject detained, criminal 
trespass issued. 

SEPTEMBER 23
3:02 a.m., suspicious vehicle, 

E. Loop 564, employee working 
on tower.

6:25 a.m., reckless driver, N. 
Hwy. 37, unable to locate.

6:46 a.m., suspicious vehicle, 
Clara, vehicle left.

1:07 p.m., public assist, 300 
Greenville, fingerprinting.

3:29 p.m., public assist, 300 
Greenville, fingerprinting.

5:48 p.m., motor vehicle ac-
cident, Loop 564 at FM 1801, 
two vehicles with injuries, all 
occupants transferred to Tyler 
by EMS.

6:56 p.m., public assist, 100 
blk W. Loop 564, bale of hay in 
roadway, cleared.

6:59 p.m., welfare concern, 
N. Newsom, alert from vehicle 
possibly broken down, not lo-
cated.

7:59 p.m., information, S. Pa-
cific, parking lot lights not work-
ing, patrol requested.

9:39 p.m., suspicious person, 
University, subject has permis-
sion to be on property.

11:35 p.m., vehicle stop/ar-
rest, Elaine Carson arrested for 
driving while intoxicated third or 
more, possession of dangerous 
drugs. 

SEPTEMBER 24
8:34 a.m., harassment, 

Wren, subject has been warned 
to leave neighbor alone.

2:02 p.m., public assist, 300 
Greenville, officer advised sub-
ject on legal matter.

3:14 p.m., reckless driver, 
1400 blk S. Pacific, unable to 
maintain lane, unable to locate.

4:57 p.m., suspicious person, 
E. Broad, subject out for a walk, 
no offense.

7:40 p.m., motorist assist, 

N. Pacific, vehicle back on the 
road.

7:46 p.m., welfare concern, 
Autumn Wind, subject knocking 
on doors, appears confused, 
subject back in facility.

9:02 p.m., suspicious vehicle, 
S. Pacific at city limits, driver 
just sleepy.

10:28 p.m., suspicious ve-
hicle, N. Johnson, no vehicle 
matching description.

11:25 p.m., disturbance, Isa-
bella, ex-girlfriend ringing door 
bell, left before officer arrival.

SEPTEMBER 25
5:28 a.m., suspicious person, 

E. McDonald, man pacing in 
front of house, everything OK.

6:46 a.m., public assist, 300 
blk E. Broad, blocking traffic for 
water main repair.

7:21 a.m., welfare concern, 
E. McDonald, open 911 call, 
accidental.

7:59 a.m., public assist, 200 
blk N. Pacific, screwdriver in 
roadway, cleared.

9:57 a.m., information, NW 
Loop 564, daughter being ha-
rassed, referred to MISD police.

10:08 a.m., warrant service, 
FM 1801, Alberto Joshua Her-
nandez arrested (see below). 

11:10 a.m., fraud, W. Broad, 
checks taken from bank cus-
tomer.

11:23 a.m., suspicious per-
son, 2200 blk N. Pacific, subject 
trying to get ride, subject re-
fused to completely ID for offi-
cer, said waiting on his mother.

3:27 p.m., motorist assist, 
1200 blk N. Pacific, 18 wheeler 
in roadway, not a traffic hazard.

4:37 p.m., public assist, 300 
blk E. Broad, pick up speed 
trailer.

5:12 p.m., public assist, 300 
Greenville, fingerprinting.

5:31 p.m., welfare concern, 
NE Loop 564, child left in vehi-
cle, parent advised not legal.

SEPTEMBER 26
2:10 a.m., unsecured area, E. 

Broad, unlocked door, advised 
to pull door closed.

9:00 a.m., drug offenses, FM 
1801, Alberto Joshua Hernan-
dez arrested for aggravated 
robbery, aggravated kidnap-
ping, delivery of marijuana 
more than four ounces but less 
than five pounds, manufacture 
or delivery of controlled sub-
stance-five counts, possession 
of a controlled substance, pos-
session of dangerous drugs.

11:33 a.m., city ordinance vi-
olation, NE Loop 564, two men 
selling bread in parking lot, will 
be coming to get permit.

3:37 p.m., fraud, W. Broad, 
checks taken from bank cus-
tomer.

6:26 p.m., theft, S. Pacific, 
large tote left at location, some-
one put it in their vehicle.

6:48 p.m., welfare concern, 
W. Patton at N. Johnson, two 
toddlers in roadway, children 
got out of house without moth-
er’s knowledge and she was 
looking for them.

7:11 p.m., assist other agen-
cy, N. Johnson, potential over-
dose.

10:43 p.m., city ordinance 
violation, Kevin, loud music, un-
able to hear any music.

Officers also made 26 traffic 
stops and answered 26 animal 
control calls and two alarms.

Dispatched and can-
celed en route: Sept. 20, 
6:50 p.m., CR 1515; Sept. 20, 
7:28 p.m., Dogwood.

Medical assist, assist 
EMS crew: Sept. 21, 12:49 

a.m., CR 2298; Sept. 22, 7:09 
p.m., Meredith.

Aircraft standby: Sept. 
21, 1:18 a.m., Bromberg.

Grass fire: Sept. 22, 
10:32 p.m., CR 2668.

Motor vehicle acci-
dent with injuries: Sept. 
23, 5:48 p.m., Loop 564 at FM 
1801.

Mineola Fire Department ReportColeman Bail Bond

903.763.4844
24 Hour Service

Credit Terms Available

(Directly across the street from Wood County Jail)

407 S. Stephens • Quitman, Texas

Now Offering All New,

ALL INCLUSIVE RATES!
We no longer have care levels that change with your care needs.

To learn more about what we offer & our all inclusive rates, call: 
Executive Director, Jennifer Smith ~ 903-763-1303

|  1031 E Goode – Box 143  |  Quitman, TX 75783

The Wesley House in Quitman, Texas offers an alternative to people 
who are unable to, or no longer want to, live alone. 

The Wesley House is licensed as a Type B Large facility.

Let Our House Be Your Home!

our hometown man the 
one to have won?

Well, unfortunately, 
Meadows is under a non-
disclosure agreement 

and can’t say wheth-
er he was, indeed, the 
one single person who 
won the million-dollar 
prize. All he can say is 
that, like us all, of course 
he’s thought about what 
he would do if he won 
a million dollars on a 
game show…and that, 

at least, he had a chance 
to do it. To know the rest, 
you’ll have to watch and 
see.

“99 To Beat” premiered 
on FOX Wednesday, 
Sept. 24. Episodes come 
out every Wednesday at 
8 p.m. CST for 10 shows.



BETTY FAYE BROTHERTON
1934-2025

Betty Faye Broth-
erton was born on 
July 26, 1934 and 
was called home 
to be with the Lord 
on Sept. 16, 2025. 

Betty graduated 
from Tyler High 
School and attend-
ed Tyler Junior 

College as a student and performed 
as an Apache Bell.    

Betty married Billy Joe Brotherton 
and they welcomed two sons, Joe 
Mark Brotherton and Michael Wayne 
Brotherton.  She had six grandchil-
dren and numerous great-grandchil-
dren. Betty worked for several years 
at First National Bank in Mineola.            

Prior to 2020, Betty attended Green 
Acres  Baptist Church. In her free 

time, she enjoyed spending time with 
friends, especially at the senior danc-
es. She loved getaways with friends, 
she enjoyed spending all the holidays 
with family and going on cruises with 
family and friends. 

Betty is survived by her beloved 
son, Michael Brotherton. 

She was preceded in death by her 
loving parents, Lester and Opal Lee 
Blackmon; her husband, Billy Joe 
Brotherton; and son, Joe Mark Broth-
erton.

Betty will be deeply missed by so 
many, but her spirit will live on in the 
hearts of all those who loved her.

In lieu of flowers donations can be 
made to 

East Texas  Alzheimer’s Alliance 
PO Box 4223
Longview,Texas 75606
1-903-230-8001
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HEARING From page 1A

September is almost 
over. Here comes Octo-
ber. Do you need some 
ideas for crafts, decora-
tions or tasty treats for 
Halloween? Stop by the 
library and see what we 
have to offer.

Our new programs are 
up and running. Toddler 
2x2 was well received 
and will happen again 
on Oct. 11 at 2 p.m. YAC 
had an incredible atten-
dance and will happen 
again on Oct. 7 at 4 p.m. 
Not sure what these pro-
grams are? Stop by the 
library or call us and 
ask. We’d love to talk 
with you about them 
and other programs.

A note about physi-

cal donations of 
books. Please, do 
not leave them 
for us to find out-
side. They will 
go directly into 
the trash as we 
don’t know how long 
they have sat outside or 
what else has investi-
gated them. Up to three 
boxes (12”x12”x24”) 
per household may be 
dropped off during li-
brary operating hours. 
Need help getting them 
inside? Let us know and 
we will meet you in the 
alley and unload them.

I just returned from 
the Association for Ru-
ral and Small Libraries 
conference. It is a great 

chance to re-
charge and get 
excited about li-
brary work. Peo-
ple employed by 
libraries from all 
over the United 

States meet to talk shop 
and everything else. 
Thanks to my staff for 
being able to carry the 
load and allow me this 
opportunity.

Mineola Memorial 
Library has received a 
donation in memory of 
Don Rhodes by Mary 
Peppeard. Mineola 
Memorial Library is a 
501(c)3, non-profit and 
your donations may be 
tax deductible.

Mineola Library Notes
BY LIBRARIAN MARY HURLEY

Obituaries

TED WILSON
CONSTRUCTION
YOUR REMODELING SPECIALIST

Remodels, Add-ons & Repairs
Barns, Garages & Shops

Residential & Commercial

903-850-3570
Share your service, promote your product  

& boost your business.

- ConstruCtion -

ads@wood.cm  or  903-569-2442

WoodWood
 County CountyBUSINESSBUSINESS
DIRECTORYDIRECTORY Buy a Ford Today!

539 E Goode  |  Quitman

903-763-2232
www.briantoliverfordofquitman.com

Monday-Friday
8 am - 6 pm

Saturday
8am - 1 pmof Quitman

616 E. Goode St. in Quitman | (903) 492-3500

FULL
SERVICE

AUTO
REPAIR

Come out and enjoy some of the best barbecue you’ve ever tasted from Papa T’s in Alba!

GRAND OPENING & CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION DAY Oct. 22!

OCTOBER OIL CHANGE SPECIAL: ONLY $49.99!
(standard 5-quart oil change)

Full
Automotive

• AC Work
• Engine Repair

• Rebuilds
• Brakes
• Tires

• Oil Change

• Car Detailing
• 10% discount for 
military, educators, 

1st responders

Family Owned, 
Veteran Owned

210 W. Broad St. in Mineola | 430-288-3884
15+ Vendors of vintage charm and curated collectibles!

Furniture
Home Decor

Clothing

Antiques
Vintage

Glassware

Mineola Caring & Sharing made a $2,000 donation to Mineola schools – $500 for each campus – for 
emergency needs of students during the year. School board president Rodney Watkins, left, and Super-
intendent Cody Mize, right, accept from Beth Shockey, Joyce Curry and Roy Shockey. (Monitor photo)

Dance Dimensions made a $500 donation to the Mineola Nature Preserve Saturday as part of the 
proceeds from its annual Iron Horse Rhythm Run at the preserve that morning, from left, Alison Utley, 
Jennifer Henson, Davis Householder and Mandi Kirk. (Courtesy photo)

Tracy Lamb opens up The Honeymoon Cottage Museum in Quitman on Thursday, Sept. 25. Lamb serves 
as tour guide at the historic cottage where James Hogg, the first native governor of Texas, and wife 
Sallie Stinson Hogg stayed after their marriage in April 1874. Governor Jim Hogg City Park will host 
the annual Wood County Old Settlers Reunion Oct. 29 to Nov. 1. For more information, visit www.
oldsettlersreunion.org. (Monitor photo by James Taylor)

ties to host schools for 
several aviation-related 
businesses such as flight 
training and aviation 

mechanics, as well as 
other opportunities for 
airport business devel-
opment.

The airport project 
to extend the runway 
to 5,000 feet to accom-
modate business jets is 

nearing completion.
Commissioners also 

approved a plan that 
would extend acciden-
tal death and dismem-
berment benefits to em-
ployees who suffer such 
losses while in the line 
of duty, at no additional 
cost to the county.

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1760

       S O I L
       A H O E
       F A W N
       A R A T
       R A P   W H A T C H A
       I S A W  M I C H A E L D E
         R A   G A I N  A I L
  U N C O R K  K N I G H T S O F  S A
  L O O S E N   N A I L   E R B E N
   R O C K E T I S M A I L  S A L A D
    T A L L E S T   F E   S A S S
     R A T E  E D  E X A M I N E
     S W    D O   I N E E D
          T O D I N N E R
           R I N G S
            G O T
            U N O
            P E N       



See last week’s puzzle solution on Page 6A
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Sell your stuff
with a classified

Wood County Monitor classifieds

1 2 3 4

5

6

7

8 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

18 19

24 25 26 27

Copyright 2025 by Orbison Bros.

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  State Fair of Texas  
      attender: fair___
  5  Troy Aikman’s
      alma mater
  6  TX Kenny Rogers’
      “I Don’t ____ You”
  7  TXism: “scorch the
      ____ment” (run)
  8  LBJ’s early 
      education was in
      this (3 wds.)
18  TX Charley Pride’s
      “You ___ Again”
19  going around
      without a hat
21  Cruz’s workplace:  
      Washington, __
22  Rockport is
      “Where the fun
      never ____”
23  Texas Tech
      athlete: “Red
      ______”
24  TX Jack Wrather  
      was a producer of
      this dog TV series
29  Dallas’ “106.1
      ____ FM” 
30  “___‘er to the
      brim”
31  boot width size
32  TXism: “mean as
      __  ___  _____
      cow”
34  TXism: “___ in the
      towel” (give up)
35  this Sonnichsen
      wrote “I’ll Die
      Before I’ll Run,”
      about great Texas
      feuds (init.)
36  Texas-born Martin
      film:  “____  ___
      Don’t Wear Plaid”
37  TXism: “hobble 
      your lip” (____ up)
38  footballer cushions
39  UT grad, Wallach

 1  TXism: “mean as 
      a bulldog on a
      _________  ____”
  2  of the sea
  3  a football team

40  religious holiday   
42  refers to French city,
      not the Texas one
43  UT has the desk of
      Edgar Allan ___
44  Texas Republic ship
      “Austin” was this
      type of vessel
45  Astro mistakes
46  Bevo’s school in
      Austin (abbr.)

47  a Moore County
      town bears the
      name of this Okla-
      homa petroleum
      firm: ______  ___
      Co. (today Sunoco)
49  secured drilling
      rights
50  Alpine, TX was
      named for these
      Alps
51  “The eyes of Texas 
      ___ upon you . . .”
52  TXism: “___
      out” (left quickly)
53  TX Gary Morris
      was in Broadway’s
      “___ Miserables”

  4  this Doug was an
      Astro (1967-75)
  9  TXism: “he’s per-
      fected the board-
      ing-house reach” 
10  TXism: “feeling his
      ____” (frisky)
11  TXism: “missus”
12  dir. to Buna from
      Lufkin
13  Corpus Christi:
      “Body of ______”
14  cures
15  ex-Oiler coach:
      ___ “Bum” Phillips
16  TXism: “a horse of
      a different color”
17  first black golfer in
      the Masters was
      this Texan (2 wds.)
20  women’s garments
22  Aikman called
      these at the line

24  Coleman’s “Fiesta
      de __ Paloma”
25  TXism: “sneaky as
      __ egg sucking
      dog”
26  TXism: “___ buster”
      (farmer)
27  TXism: “does a
      bear _____ in the
      woods?”
28  in Lubbock County
      on U.S. 82
29  TXism: “prayer
      bones”

30  Sinatra film: “___
      for Texas” 
33  Texas WWII hero,
      Audie (init.)
34  MD Anderson
      Cancer Center 
      fundraiser: “Polo on
      ___  ______”
35  San Antonio-born
      comedian, Burnett
37  Aspermont is seat
      of this county
38  Texas has ___-
      mutuel betting
41  preachers try to 
      save these
42  TXism: “stingin’
      stick” (cattle ___)
45  TXism: “a sight for
      sore ___”
48  oil leases
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2185 N. Pacific, Ste. 200 • Mineola TX 75773
903-569-5115 • www.HefnerGroup.com

Services

Miscellaneous

FISHERIES & POND
MANAGEMENT

All phases from design to weed 
control, census, stocking, and 
trophy bass management. Mark. 
903-569-7603.

PROFESSIONAL TRAPPING 
& WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 

Beaver, hogs, coyotes, snakes 
and bat control. Call Mark, 63 
years experience with wildlife 
trapping, 903-569-7603.

Rentals

Apartments

FOR RENT 2/1 APARTMENT
$950 month plus electric, 903-
497-2992 or 817-919-6815.

FOR LEASE
1-Bedroom, 1-bath For Lease. 
No pets allowed. 903-850-3570.

Duplexes

FOR LEASE 
New 2- and 3-bedroom, 2-bath 
duplexes, in Quitman, 903-850-
2817.

FOR RENT 3/2 DUPLEX 
$1500 month plus electric, 903-
497-2992 or 817-919-6815.

Mobile Homes

FOR RENT
3-Bedroom, 2-bath mobile home 
For Rent. No Pets Allowed. 903-
850-3570.

Miscellaneous

For Sale

Cemetery Plots

Roselawn Memorial Garden
Plots for sale, Love section, lot 
175, spaces 1-2, $3,000 for both, 
Roy Steele, 512-965-3577.

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE
In accordance with Texas property code, Chapter 59, 

297 Beaulah St, Hawkins, TX 75765
Office Hours: 10am – 3pm CDT 

Auction Type: Online – via Bid13 (Links Below)
Auction Terms: 3 day pick up timeline.
$100 Refundable cleaning deposit. 
Payment through credit cards only. 
Access granted through app, need to schedule
with us to gain access (833) 432-7233.

Auction Opens: Oct 18, 2025 6:30am CDT
Auction Closes: Oct 21, 2025 4:00pm CDT

Unit 1 Tenant: Ronnie Hays-Household Goods
Link: https://bid13.com/storage-auctions/tx/
hawkins/833-safe-storage-hawkins-tx/unit-01

Unit 54 Tenant: Letha Minyard-Household Goods
Link: https://bid13.com/storage-auctions/tx/
hawkins/833-safe-storage-hawkins-tx/unit-54

STORAGE

CITATION BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS                               COUNTY OF WOOD

TO: ALL THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND OTHER PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN THE ESTATE OF CURTIS DWAYNE ELROD, SR, 
DEC’D Cause No. 15,063 in County Court in and for Wood County, Texas

Karen A. Elrod., Applicant in theabovenumbered and entitled case, 
filed on the 23rd day of September, 2025 in Wood County, an Application 
to Determine Heirship. Applicant requests that citation issue to all 
persons having any interest in Decedent’s estate as required by law, that 
this Court determine who are Decedent’s heirs and only heirs and their 
respective shares and interests in Decedent’s estate, that there is a need 
for administration of Decedent’s estate, and that this Court enter al other 
orders it deems proper.

Said application will be heard at 10:00 a.m. on the first Monday next 
after the expiration of ten (10) days from the date of publication of this 
citation, at the County Court in and for Wood County, Texas, Courthouse, 
One Main Street, Quitman, Texas 75783, Wood County, Texas.

Al persons interested in said estate are hereby cited to appear before 
said Honorable Court at, said above mentioned time and place by filing, 
a written answer contesting such application should they desire to do so.

If this citation is not served within 90 days after the date ofits issuance, 
it shall be returned, unserved.

GIVEN UNDER MY HANDAND SEAL OF SAID COURT at office in 
Quitman, Texas, this the 23rd day of September, 2025.

KELLEY PRICE, County Clerk 
  Wood County, Texas

By: ________________________
       Dachelle Byford      Deputy

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
OF THE ESTATE OF 

SANDRA J. PHIFFER, DECEASED:
Notice is given that Letters Testamentary 

for the Estate of Sandra J. Phiffer, Deceased, 
were issued on the 9th day of September, 
2025, in Cause Number 13,071, pending in 
the County Court at Law of Wood County, 
Texas to Judith Diane Lundy, Independent 
Executor. All persons having claims against 
this Estate are required to present their claims 
within the time and in the manner prescribed 
by law. Claims are to be addressed as follows:

c/o SUSAN SATTERWHITE
Law Office of Susan Satterwhite, PC 
1509 Summer Lee Drive
Rockwall, Texas 75032

NO. 15,059
ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
CARL JAMES § OF
BRINKMEYER, § 
DECEASED § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of CARL JAMES 
BRINKMEYER, Deceased, were issued on 
September 29, 2025, in Cause No. 15,059, 
pending in the County Court of Wood County, 
Texas to DANNY JOE BRINKMEYER.

The residence of the Independent Executor 
is in Van Zandt County, Texas. The post office 
address of the Independent Executor is c/o 
Jason A. Holt, P.O. Box 937, Quitman, Wood 
County, Texas 75783.

All persons having claims against the Estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED this 29th day of September, 2025.

___________________________
JASON A. HOLT, Attorney for
DANNY JOE BRINKMEYER, 
Independent Executor

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing 
has been set by the Wood County Commis-
sioners Court on Friday, September 26, 2025, 
to update the Current Wood County 911 Ad-
dressing Standards with East Texas Council of 
Governments (ETCOG).
This change would amend the current re-
quired standards from 3 or more residences to 
5 or more residences sharing the same drive-
way to have a Private Road established. This 
update would only affect any NEW residence 
addresses being created.
This amendment would bring Wood County up 
to date with surrounding Counties already us-
ing this addressing standard with ETCOG and 
make it easier for Emergency Services to find 
residences during emergencies.
The public hearing is set for Tuesday, October 
14, 2025, at 9:00 A.M. in the Wood County 
Commissioners Courtroom.
All persons interested in the amended regu-
lations may appear at the public hearing with 
opposition should they so desire.

Kevin White
Wood County Judge

NO. 15,048
ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
SUSAN KAY § OF
BLALOCK, § 
DECEASED § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of SUSAN 
KAY BLALOCK, Deceased, were issued on 
September 29, 2025, in Cause No. 15,048, 
pending in the County Court of Wood County, 
Texas to DAVID BYRON BLALOCK.

The residence of the Independent 
Administrator is in Wood County, Texas. 
The post office address of the Independent 
Administrator is c/o Jason A. Holt, P.O. Box 
937, Quitman, Wood County, Texas 75783.

All persons having claims against the Estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED this 29th day of September, 2025.

___________________________
JASON A. HOLT, Attorney for
DAVID BYRON BLALOCK, 
Independent Executor

NO. 15,051
ESTATE OF § IN THE COUNTY COURT
 §
DAVID H. § OF
GLUBKE, § 
DECEASED § WOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Notice is hereby given that original Letters 

Testamentary for the Estate of DAVID 
H. GLUBKE, Deceased, were issued on 
September 29, 2025, in Cause No. 15,051, 
pending in the County Court of Wood County, 
Texas to JULIE WALKER.

The residence of the Independent Executor 
is in Brown County, Texas. The post office 
address of the Independent Executor is c/o 
Jason A. Holt, P.O. Box 937, Quitman, Wood 
County, Texas 75783.

All persons having claims against the Estate, 
which is currently being administered, are 
required to present them within the time and 
in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED this 29th day of September, 2025.

___________________________
JASON A. HOLT, Attorney for
JULIE WALKER, 
Independent Executor
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See JACKETS, Page 9A

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
COUNTY OF WOOD, TEXAS

PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF THE WOOD COUNTY
 AIRPORT AS A REINVESTMENT ZONE

Notice is hereby given that the Commissioners Court of Wood County, 
Texas, will conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, 
at 9:00 a.m., in the Commissioners Courtroom of the Wood County 
Courthouse, 100 S. Main Street, Quitman, Texas. The purpose of this 
hearing is to receive public input on:

Designation of the Wood County Airport as a Reinvestment Zone 
pursuant to Chapter 312 of the Texas Tax Code, allowing for property 
tax abatements and other incentives to encourage development and 
investment at the airport.

Proposed Reinvestment Zone Location:
Wood County Airport, 311 County Road 2355, Mineola, Texas, more 
particularly described in Exhibit A. These are available for inspection at 
the Wood County Courthouse during normal business hours.
Residents, business owners, and other interested parties are encouraged 
to attend and present their views.
Issued this 26th day of September, 2025.
WOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

By: __________________________
Hon. Kevin White, County Judge

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The County of Wood will receive bids for the TxCDBG Water Main 
Improvements for Sharon Water Supply Corporation, CDV23-0274 until 
10:00 a.m. on October 21, 2025 at the office of Sharon Water Supply 
Corporation located at 6175 SH 37 Winnsboro, TX 75494. The bids will 
be publicly opened and read aloud at 10:00 a.m. on October 21, 2025 
at the office of Sharon Water Supply Corporation located at 6175 SH 37 
Winnsboro, TX 75494.

Bids are invited for several items and quantities of work as follows:
1. Approximately 22,500’ of 4” water main with related appurtenances 

(base bid + alternates).

Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifications 
are on file at civcastusa.com.

A bid bond in the amount of 5 percent of the bid issued by an acceptable 
surety shall be submitted with each bid [for those contracts that exceed 
$100,000]. A certified check or bank draft payable to the County of Wood 
or negotiable U.S. Government Bonds (as par value) may be submitted in 
lieu of the Bid Bond.

Attention is called to the fact that not less than, the federally determined 
prevailing (Davis-Bacon and Related Acts) wage rate, as issued by the 
Texas Department of Agriculture Office of Rural Affairs and contained 
in the contract documents, must be paid on this project. In addition, 
the successful bidder must ensure that employees and applicants for 
employment are not discriminated against because of race, color, religion, 
sex, sexual identity, gender identity, or national origin.

The County of Wood reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to 
waive any informalities in the bidding. Bids may be held by County of 
Wood for a period not to exceed 60 days from the date of the bid opening 
for the purpose of reviewing the bids and investigating the bidder’s 
qualifications prior to the contract award.

County of Wood The Honorable Kevin White, County Judge 
  September 26, 2025

All contractors/subcontractors that are debarred, suspended or 
otherwise excluded from or ineligible for participation on federal 
assistance programs may not undertake any activity in part or in full 
under this project.

This project is also subject to the Build America Buy America Act, which 
requires that all iron, steel, manufactured products, and construction 
materials used in infrastructure projects, must be produced in the 
United States.

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Mineola Lady 
Jackets fell to the state-
ranked Lady Bulldog 
side of Eustace Friday in 
straight sets (25-22, 25-
13, 25-14).

After battling to get in 
the groove in the open-
ing set, the Lady Jackets 
climbed back through 
some inspired play and 
took a 15-10 lead. Two 
service aces by Kaitlyn 

McMahon, kills by Can-
yon Redding and Callie 
Black and a block by 
Journie Wilson fueled 
the Lady Jacket surge. 

The first set tightened 
and Mineola held a 22-
21 edge. Eustace carried 
the next three points 
with some well-placed 
offensive strikes to take 
the set. 

Had those three points 
fallen to Mineola, the 
set and the match may 

have played out as a ma-
jor upset of the fourth-
ranked Lady Bulldogs. 
As it was, however, a 
depleted Mineola side 
could never recapture 
the momentum and 
went down in straight 
sets. 

The next opportunity 
to see the Lady Jackets 
at home will be Friday 
as they challenge Mala-
koff. Varsity play begins 
at 4:30 p.m.

Journie Wilson celebrates with her teammates after scoring with an emphatic block against Eustace. 
(Monitor photo by John Arbter)

State-ranked Eustace sweeps Mineola
By JOHN ARBTER

woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Mineola Yellow-
jackets spotted the Mt. 
Vernon Tigers 24 points 
in the opening quarter 
Friday and could never 
overcome that deficit. 
The Tigers went on to a 
57-20 home win. 

The Tigers opened the 
game by exploiting the 
vertical passing seams in 
the Yellowjacket second-
ary. Mt. Vernon threw 
the ball on six of their 
first seven snaps, scor-
ing on a 24-yard toss. 

Mt. Vernon found the 
end zone on their first 
three possessions to 
build that 24-point first 
quarter cushion.

While the Yellowjack-
et defense found their 
footing, the Yellowjacket 
offense got untracked in 
the second quarter.  They 
put together drives of 65 
and 70 yards to close the 
score to 24-13 at the half.  

Those two drives fea-
tured the aggressive 
running of Braelyn Ge-
remonte and Kipton 
Neighbors, salted in 

with carries by Aidan 
Shepherd and a short 
passing game. The first 
score came on a quarter-
back draw which Neigh-
bors cut back through 
the pursuit from 19 
yards out. The second 
was a beautiful effort by 
Geremonte who took a 
pass from Neighbors out 
of the backfield.

Mineola was certainly 
within striking distance, 
but they could not allow 
the score to slip any fur-
ther. 

The Jackets took the 
second half kick-off and 
drove 40 yards with a 
bruising running attack. 
On a second down from 
the Mt. Vernon 34-yard 
line, Neighbors and Ger-
emonte passed too close 
aboard one another with 
a fake in the backfield 
and the ball popped out. 
A Tiger picked up the 
ball and sprinted for a 
score.    

It could have been a 
death knell for the Jack-
ets, but Mineola was not 
done. 

Following the kick-off, 
Neighbors lofted a gor-

geous pass to Geremon-
te who ran a wheel route 
out of the backfield. The 
play fake was so good 
that there were no de-
fenders on the western 
side of the field. Gere-
monte made the catch 
in stride and raced 65 
yards for a score. The 
game was yet at issue: 
Mt. Vernon 30, Mineola 
20. 

The Tigers then ex-
ploited the most vul-
nerable point in Texas 
high school defenses: 
the edge. Mt. Vernon 
had loosened the Jacket 
defense with their aerial 
attack and shifted their 
focus to gaining the edg-
es of the defense. 

Mt. Vernon found 
the end zone four more 
times as Mineola was 
unable to shore up the 
edges. 

The Jackets were able 
to put together one more 
long drive – a 15-play, 
54-yard effort – but it 
stalled deep in Tiger ter-
ritory.

A lop-sided score can 

Yellow Jacket defenders Beckham Bowker, Carson Sullivan and Austin Blalock take down the Tiger 
runner.

Mineola junior running back Aidan Shepherd fights past Mount Vernon would-be tacklers during their 
Friday-night varsity game, Sept. 26. (Monitor photos by James Taylor)

Mt. Vernon takes down Yellowjackets

QUOTES SOUGHT
The City of Mineola Main Street 
is accepting quotes for 
Christmas Decorating Services. 
See description on Mineola.com 
website or contact 
Doris Newman at 
mainstreet@mineola.com, 
903-569-6183. 
Deadline Oct. 15, 2025.

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with Texas 
Alcohol Beverage Commission for a Beer 
and Wine Permit (Q) by F&S STARMART 
COMPANY LLC   dba STAR MART to be 
located at 515 W Bermuda Street Quitman 
Texas 75783

Owner/Officer of said corporation is:
Frank Hemani

According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development all 
publishers should publish a notice such as 
the one below to indicate compliance with 
the Fair Housing Act. 

The Publisher’s Notice must be 
published one time in every edition of 
your publication that contains real estate/
housing advertising. The notice should be 
placed at the beginning of the real estate/
housing classi ed ads.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertised herein 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or intention to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” 
This newspaper will not know-
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. All persons are here-
by informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

OKLAHOMA PRESS ASSOCIATION
3601 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73105 • (405) 499-0020, 1-888-815-2672 (toll-free in OK) • www.OkPress.com

October 2008

The Fair Housing Act also applies to 
display advertising for real estate and 
rental properties. 

Display advertising should include the 
equal housing opportunity slogan or logo 

at the following standards dictated by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. These indicate to 
the public that the property is available to 
everyone under the provisions of the Fair 
Housing Act.

EHO LOGO IN ADS

AD SIZE

Less than 4 column inches:
(Slogan Only)

4 column inches 
to less than 1/8 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1/2” x 1/2”)

1/8 page 
to less than 1/2 page:

(Logo Dimensions: 1” x 1”)

1/2 page or larger:
(Logo Dimensions: 2” x 2”)

SLOGAN OR LOGO SIZE

NEWSPAPER REQUIREMENT ADVERTISER REQUIREMENT

Download the 
Equal Housing Logo at 
www.OkPress.com/FHA

Sell it with
a classified
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By BEN BARNETT

The Quitman Bulldogs 
showed determination 
and heart Friday night 
Sept. 26, rallying late in 
the second half but ul-
timately falling to the 
Harmony Eagles 35–14.

The game started as 
a defensive battle, with 
both teams trading 
punts and turnovers in 
the opening quarter.

Harmony broke 
through first, capitaliz-
ing on a Quitman turn-
over deep in Bulldog 
territory to score from 
just three yards out. The 
extra point made it 7-0, 
and the Eagles carried 
that lead into the second 
quarter.

Quitman’s defense 

continued to battle, 
highlighted by an inter-
ception from Solomon 
Davis, which helped 
stall Harmony’s offen-
sive rhythm.

However, just be-
fore halftime, Harmo-
ny found the end zone 
again, extending the 
lead to 14-0 going into 
the break.

The Eagles came out 
strong to start the sec-
ond half, scoring on 
their opening possession 
to make it 21-0.

A fumble on the en-
suing kickoff gave Har-
mony another quick 
opportunity, which they 
turned into a touch-
down and a 28-0 advan-
tage. The Eagles added 
one more score late in 

the third quarter, push-
ing the margin to 35-0.

Despite the deficit, 
the Bulldogs refused to 
quit. Quitman found 
life when Jimmy Mul-
lican, broke loose for a 
stunning 80-yard touch-
down run, putting the 
Bulldogs on the board 
and shifting momen-
tum. Moments later, 
quarterback Jonathan 
Hayes punched in an-
other score on a keeper 
and added a successful 
two-point conversion, 
cutting the lead to 35-14.

Quitman continued to 
push until the final whis-
tle, forcing a late fumble 
recovery and driving 
downfield one last time 
before time expired.

By BEN BARNETT

The Quitman and Min-
eola High School bands 
represented Wood 
County with pride at the 
Pleasant Grove March-
ing Invitational Satur-
day, Sept. 27.

Both bands delivered 
strong performances in 
the preliminary round, 
earning high marks 
across multiple catego-
ries.

In prelims, the Quit-
man Proud Blue Band 
received a Division I 

rating in marching, a 
Division I in percus-
sion, and a Division 
2 in color guard. The 
Mineola Sound of the 
Swarm  swept their pre-
liminary scores, earning 
straight Division I rat-
ings in marching, per-
cussion and color guard.

Both bands advanced 
to the finals round, com-
peting among the top 
performers of the day.

Final placements were 
announced as follows: 
1st Place: Redwater 
High School, 2nd Place: 

Mineola High School, 
3rd Place: Texas High 
School, 4th Place: Queen 
City High School, 5th 
Place: Quitman High 
School, 6th Place: Ar-
kansas High School, 
7th Place: Hooks High 
School, 8th Place: Prai-
riland High School

Outstanding Percus-
sion: Redwater High 
School 

Outstanding Color 
Guard: Mineola High 
School.

Quitman Proud Blue Bands Clarinet player Hazel Lively performing at Pleasant Grove invitational 
marching contest Saturday in Texarkana. (Monitor photo by Ben Barnett)

The Panther sophomore frontline of Briana Ringgold and Averi Stevenson elevate for the block as 
Campbell Shrum prepares to dig on defense.

Johnathan Hayes sprints to the end zone for a touchdown for the Quitman Bulldogs Friday against 
Harmony. (Monitor photo by Ben Barnett)

Andrew Wyers and Brayden Veach perform on the xylophone during The Sound of the Swarm’s half-
time band performance at the Mineola-Mount Vernon varsity football game Sept. 26.

Katie Rojas performs with fellow color guard members and the Mineola High School band at halftime 
Friday. (Monitor photos by James Taylor)

Alba-Golden senior volleyball libero Piper Hallman dives for the save against Fruitvale during their 
varsity match Friday, Sept. 27. The Panthers won the first set, but lost the following three to the vis-
iting Lady Bobcats. (Monitor photos by James Taylor)

Harmony’s big lead too much for Quitman

Quitman, Mineola bands compete

JACKETS From page 8A

often mask great indi-
vidual performances 
and solid passages of 

play. The effort expend-
ed by Braelyn Geremo-
nte in running the ball 
was certainly a game 
highlight. His superior 
effort added extra yard-
age after every contact. 

The Jackets will need 
exactly that type of grit 
as they host the Winns-
boro Raiders at 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday at Meredith 
Memorial Stadium.
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We offer complete PROPANE SERVICE along with 
professional grade WELDING SUPPLIES AND GASES.

Mineola & East Texas Area  
903-569-3837

PROPANE & WELDING SUPPLIES
GASANDSUPPLY.COM
SERVING WOOD COUNTY SINCE 1948SERVING WOOD COUNTY SINCE 1948

We have the
BEST PRICES

of the year for
PROPANE

RIGHT NOW!
CALL NOW!

Before prices go up again!

Lindale area
903-882-6106

Quitman/Winnsboro area
903-763-2712

Mineola / Grand Saline area
903-569-3837

Give us a call.

We offer complete 
PROPANE SERVICE 

along with 
professional grade 

WELDING SUPPLIES 
AND GASES.

SERVING WOOD COUNTY SINCE 1948

GASANDSUPPLY.COM

Alba-Golden  @ Yantis Oct. 3, 5PM 
 vs  North Hopkins Oct. 7, 5PM    
Mineola  vs Malakoff Oct. 3, 4:30PM 
 @ Quitman Oct. 7, 4:30PM     
Quitman  @ Grand Saline Oct. 3, 4:30PM 
 vs Mineola Oct. 7, 4:30PM     

VVVolleyballolleyballolleyball

CCCrossrossross ountryountryountryCCC

Alba-Golden  vs Rivercrest Oct. 3, 7PM    
Mineola  vs Winnsboro Oct. 3, 7:30PM     
Quitman  @ Edgewood Oct. 3, 7PM   

FFFootballootballootball 
2025-2026 SPORTS SCHEDULE

Alba-Golden  @ Lindale Oct. 3, 9AM    
Mineola  @ Quitman, DISTRICT Oct. 8, 8AM     
Quitman HOST  District Meet Oct. 8, 8AM      

By JOHN ARBTER
woodctystringer@gmail.com

The Como-Pickton 
Eagles continued their 
winning streak with a 
48-30 victory over the 
Alba-Golden Panthers 
Friday at Como-Pickton 
High School. The game 
was grueling, as the two 
run-oriented teams bat-
tled for the line of scrim-
mage throughout.

The Panthers amassed 
343 yards from scrim-
mage in 63 plays, while 
the Eagles tallied 374 
yards on 55 snaps. It was 
timing and momentum 
which turned the game 
in favor of the Eagles. 

Three distinct passages 
of play made up the en-

tire 48 minutes. The first 
half was nearly a draw. 
The two teams alternat-
ed scores. It was knotted 
at 16-16 with 5:02 to play 
in the half. 

Alba-Golden scores 
were from a Sam Olson 
30-yard quarterback 
draw and an Olson to 
Cason Boyd touchdown 
pass. Brett Sutton regis-
tered both 2-point con-
versions. The first came 
on a tough catch in the 
end zone and the second 
on the ground.     

Almost predictably, 
Como-Pickton scored 
again three minutes 
later to take an 8-point 
lead. The Panthers were 
intent on evening the 
score before the half ex-

pired, but an Olson pass 
over the middle was in-
tercepted. 

Como-Pickton took 
the ball and the momen-
tum.

They scored with :28 
on the clock after a 58-
yard, 10-play drive. 
Como-Pickton took a 
two- touchdown lead 
into halftime after a very 
evenly-played first half.

A huge opportunity 
presented itself in the 
third quarter. Alba-Gold-
en limited Como-Pick-
ton to only 26 yards in 
the quarter. The entire 
quarter was played in 
the Como-Pickton side 
of the 50. 

Alba-Golden took pos-
session at the Eagles’ 
36-yard line, at the Ea-
gles’ 42-yard line and at 
the Eagles’ 30-yard line. 
They managed only one 
score in those three pos-
sessions – closing the 
game to 32-24. 

The chance to take 

control of the game had 
passed. 

The home side woke 
up in the final quarter 
and the same even tem-
po returned to the game. 
Como-Pickton scored 
twice in the final quarter 
and the Panthers once.

With four minutes re-
maining, Olson found 
Boogie Trimble on a 
41-yard catch and run. 
Great footwork by Ol-
son escaping pressure 
and smart headwork by 
Trimble to find an open-
ing in the secondary 
made the play.  

The Eagles would not 
be deterred however, 
pushing in one final 
score to cement the win.

Alba-Golden will en-
tertain the Rivercrest 
Rebels on Friday. The 
Rebels versus Panthers 
always promises to be 
an extremely compet-
itive game – one to re-
member. Kick-off is set 
for 7 p.m.

By SAMANTHA LUSCOMB

The Quitman Lady 
Bulldogs volleyball 
team faced a busy week 
on the court, taking on 
the Eustace Bulldogs on 
Tuesday, Sept. 23 and 
the Winona Wildcats on 
Friday, Sept. 26. Quit-
man battled hard in both 
matches, falling to Eu-
stace in a five-set heart-
breaker before bouncing 
back with a dominant 
sweep over Winona.

Against Eustace, the 
Lady Bulldogs started 
strong but dropped the 
first two sets 25-22 and 
25-17. Refusing to go 
down quietly, Quitman 
rallied to take the next 
two sets 26-24 and 25-
16, forcing a deciding 
fifth set. Despite their 
comeback effort, Eus-
tace pulled ahead late to 

win the final set and the 
match 15-9.

Erin Vanderschaff 
earned player of the 
game for her all-around 
performance, finishing 
with 23 digs, 18 assists, 
10 kills and 6 aces.

Quitman didn’t let the 
tough loss slow them 
down. When they host-
ed the Winona Wildcats 
later in the week, the 
Lady Bulldogs came out 
firing on all cylinders, 
sweeping Winona in 
three quick sets, 25-11, 
25-2, and 25-9.

Jackalyn Alcorn and 
Kaylin Sapp were 
named the offensive 
players of the game. Al-
corn posted 8 kills with 
an impressive .636 hit-
ting percentage, while 
Sapp delivered 31 serves 
with 4 aces, a 96.8% serv-
ing rate and 14 assists.

The Panther defense (from left Layton Williams, Cason Boyd, Mason Smith and Maxx Davis) at work against Como-Pickton. (Monitor 
photo by John Arbter)

Alba-Golden center Simon Ortega demonstrates the physicality of 
the game against the Eagles. (Monitor photo by John Arbter)

Como-Pickton tops Panthers in offensive duel
Jackalyn Alcorn, 13, returns a serve for Quitman against Winona. 
(Monitor photo by Samantha Luscomb)

With the return to 
classes, Mineola schools 
began their monthly 
awards at last Monday’s 
school bard meeting.

Students of the month 
are as follows:

Primary - third grad-
ers Maggie Hood and 
Abner Gilbreath

Intermediate - fifth 
graders Hayden Barron 

and Ava Arbter
Middle - eighth grad-

ers Drake Doggett and 
Sydney Rhodes

High - seniors Kaleece 
Palmer and Andres 
Martinez

Staff members of the 
month include the fol-
lowing:

Primary - instructional 
coach Kris Salonen

Intermediate - nurse 
Christi Singleton

Middle - science teach-
er Jennifer Nugent

High - Algebra teacher 
Cameron Stack

The Buzz’s Ultimate 
Effort Award was pre-
sented to Ricky Stacy in 
transportation services, 
who serves as the dis-
trict’s trainer for bus 

drivers.
Superintendent Cody 

Mize reported it was a 
great start to the school 
year, with record enroll-
ment of 1,790.

He said that with the 
choices parents have, he 
appreciates them choos-
ing MISD.

Sabine Neches RC&D Council 
has received grant funding from 
the USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to conduct 
a free workshop for landowners 
throughout East Texas.

The workshop will provide in-
formation focused on financial as-
sistance programs available from 
USDA agencies together with 
topics related to land ownership 
from Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion, Texas Soil and Water Con-
servation and Natural Resources 
Conservation Services Resources.

A question-and-answer session 
will be provided by each present-

er with the ability to discuss fur-
ther questions during lunch.

Email registration includes the 
free workshop with lunch spon-
sored by PR Equipment. Email sa-
binenechesrcd@gmail.com with 
name/s, address, phone, email 
address and how many lunches 
to reserve for you and/or your 
group.

The Sabine-Neches RC&D 
Council is a voluntary, local, 
membership-based, nonprofit 
entity representing eight Texas 
counties: Smith, Gregg, Harri-
son, Henderson, Panola, Upshur, 
Wood, and Van Zandt. The pur-

pose of the council is to advise, 
plan, implement and develop 
programs to ensure wise use of 
funds intended to protect the en-
vironment, improve community 
infrastructure and enhance ru-
ral economies while improving 
county communities.  

Further information is available 
as provided below. 

Chuck Holt, council president - 
drcholt@gmail.com 

Treva Buck, program assistant – 
sabinenechesrcd@gmail.com 

https://sabine-nechesrcd.org.

Francisco Menchaca serves up a mango smoothie at Chill Out in Mineola (118 W. Broad St., 903-638-0604) on Friday afternoon, 
Sept. 19. Menchaca opened Chill Out with his partner Nicole Campbell in July, serving healthy fare and vegetarian options such as fruit 
smoothie drinks and bowls. Chill Out is open Tuesday to Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monitor photo 
by James Taylor)

Mineola ISD hands out monthly honors

RC&D hosts free event for East Texas landowners

Lady Bulldogs split contests
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The Mineola League of The Arts performs a line dance to hoots, hollers, and applause during a break 
in the music by the Todd Brewer Band.

At left, parents look on as the kids of the youth division in the 
watermelon eating contest finish their round. Milan won the youth 
division, and Kira won the adult division. Above, a mother and son 
dance to the Todd Brewer Band.

Olga Hudgens picks up a few gifts from Henry’s Treasure Trove in Mineola (210 W. Broad St., 
430-288-3884) during their vendor appreciation day Saturday, Sept. 27. Monica Ayala (left) is the 
general manager of The Trove, and said thanks to the increased traffic from the Iron Horse Heritage 
Festival and their advertising in The Wood County Monitor, sales were exceptional at more than 900 
transactions for the day. Also pictured are Yelonda Guthrie and Bettye Martin, vendors at The Trove. 
Hudgens is a massage therapist who will soon offer her services alongside Lynn Sanders at Magic 
Fingers, located in The Corner Store in Mineola. 

Members of The Historic Select 
Theater & Lake Country Play-
house stage a train robbery at 
the caboose. Pictured are, front 
row from left, John Rupe, Chris 
Moore, Randy Gilbert, Rebecca 
Brown, Lane Gregory and Sha-
ron Matthews; and back row, 
George Jones, Jordan Hall and 
Greg Souser.

Thousands of visitors poured into Mineola for the Iron Horse Heritage Festival Saturday. The crowd along Johnson St. admires the many automobiles of the car show.

Rylann Davis holds her cat, Melvin, after he is crowned the winner of the Cutest Pet Contest, hosted 
by the Pilot Club of Mineola. Before the festival, Melvin had never seen a dog, and he was equal parts 
curious and terrified of his new canine companions at the contest.

lacksmith Ashton White of North Tyler shows off his metalwork at the Iron Horse Heritage Festival in 
Mineola Saturday, Sept. 27.

Monitor 
photos by 

James Taylor
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Wood County Yesteryear
Wood County news and ad-

vertisements from 50 years ago, 
as seen in the September 25, 
1975 edition of the Wood County 
Democrat

“Bulldogs Rout ‘Jackets: 38-0 
Final Tally”

“Methodists Break Ground (for 
the new wing of the church in 
Quitman)”

“Miss (Dru) Taylor Weds J. 
Cecil Zoch”

“Select Theatre, Mineola: 
Wednesday-Saturday, Sept. 

24-27. White Line Fever, Rated 
PG… Walking Tall, Part 2, Rated 
PG.” 

“A nine-hole benefit scramble 
golf tournament will be spon-
sored by the employees of 
Winnsboro Hospital Sunday… 
Proceeds from the tournament 
will be used to purchase a 
Doppler pulse detector (which) 
enables doctors, nurses, the 
expectant mother and father to 
listen to an unborn infant’s heart-
beat.”

Quitman-Lake Fork 
Kiwanis Club officially 
dedicated the Quitman 
dog park Wednesday.

The park is part of a 
much larger plan to cre-
ate a walking trail from 
Gov. Jim Hogg City Park 
to the city pool.

The park has been 
open about a year, and 
the finishing touches 
have been completed, 
including a concrete 
walkway to access the 
park.

Club members gath-
ered at the park last 
Wednesday for the dedi-
cation, off Elaine St.

The fenced park fea-

tures two areas for large 
dogs and small dogs 
and several benches.

Though much clearing 
had to be accomplished 
to build the park, it still 
includes numerous trees 
to keep it shaded.

A heavy-duty bridge 
was also built over the 
creek to access the park.

Club members have 
continued working to 
clear sections of the 
walking trail, which ex-
tends in both directions 
from the dog park.

Plans include a disc 
golf course, to be com-
pleted by next summer.

By PHIL MAJOR
publisher@wood.cm

Jason Slagle of Peo-
ples Telephone was wel-
comed as a new board 
member of the Wood 
County Economic De-
velopment Commission 
last week. He replaces 
Kevan Burroughs.

The commission heard 
the annual report from 
Executive Director 
Christine Thomas, who 
reviewed various events 
in which the commis-
sion was a participant or 
sponsor.

Among the upcoming 

events is the dedication 
of the runway extension 
of the county airport, to 
be held Oct. 23.

Also in the works is 
better signage for the 
airport on Hwy. 37.

The board voted to be 
a sponsor of the Quit-
man-Lake Fork Kiwanis 
Club Bingo during the 
Old Settlers Reunion. 
Oct. 30-Nov. 1.

Pam Swanner report-
ed that the tourism 
committee is working 
on having walking tour 
maps available for every 
city.

The Quitman Bulldogs will take on Paris Chisum for homecoming on Friday, Oct. 10. Members of the homecoming court include, from left, dukes freshman Seth Butler, sophomore Riley Mason and junior 
Jonathan Hayes; king nominees Bryson Hobbs, Mason Williams, Preston Flores, Davis Watson and Klayton Meadows; queen nominees Jackalyn Alcorn, Annabelle Popek, Kayleigh Smith, Alexis Frazier and 
Lynlee Taylor; and duchesses junior Kaylin Sapp, sophomore Abbie Hurst and freshman Reagan Watson. Zane Turner and Brady Tatum are crown bearer and flower girl (front). The winners will be crowned 
in a pre-game ceremony at Bud Moody Stadium, with kickoff at 7 p.m. (Courtesy photo)

the appointments with-
in the city  means board 
members have a direct 
financial and civic stake.

Cons include risking 
outside influence and 
undermining the city’s 
credibility.

Council member Jim-
my Alexander noted 
that volunteers can still 
attend meetings and of-

fer ideas.
Karch said that while 

most of the boards are 
not required to post 
their meetings, she said 
the city would do that  
to allow more people to 
be involved.

She also said that the 
section of the policy that 
states the council will 
consider appointments 
in closed session will 
be deleted, as state law 
does not allow that.

BOARDS From page 1A

Wood County news and ad-
vertisements from 25 years ago, 
as seen in the October 5, 2000 
edition of the Winnsboro News

“An inmate in the Wood Coun-
ty Justice Center attacked and 
injured a correctional officer 
during a mealtime jailbreak at-
tempt Sunday but was subdued 
during his unsuccessful escape 
attempt.”

“Stacey & Brad Wetzel of 
Cartwright, along with Josey, 
announce the birth of a daugh-

ter and sister, Montana Lane, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2000, at 
Hopkins County Memorial Hos-
pital.”

“Local Dial Up Internet Ac-
cess: ‘Connecting you to the 
world.’ Texas D Net.”

“Larry Reneau holds one of 
the watermelons he grew which 
he said weighed close to 70 
pounds. He had a whole pick-
up full of large melons which he 
planned to take to market.”
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THE RHYTHM TEAMS FROM DANCE DIMENSIONS WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS A HEARTFELT

To all the sponsors who donated goods, services, announcements & money 
to make our 11th annual 5K a big success! 

Thank you again for helping us promote family fun & fitness in the community.

- - - - - -  THANK YOU   THANK YOU  - - -- - -

12 Twelve Road & Bridge
Alba-Golden Federal Credit Union

B&C Bent Creek Customs
Chick-Fil-A Lindale

Combs Pressure Washing
CowBurners

Credit Union of Texas
Dance Dimensions

Don Roberts Abstract & Title
EcoFoam Insulation Co, LLC

Envy Stylz Boutique
FatBaxx BBQ, LLC

GPS - Garbage Pickup Service, LP
GoodFella’s Roofing & Construction

H&R Block
HGR General Contractors

Hays Waste Removal

Hefner Group Insurance
Hill Drywall

Hornbuckles
Icy Cuts Barbershop

Innovative IDM
J&H Septic

Kendal Faith Photography
Key Pest Control

Lake View Dental Center
Limited Basketball

Lowe’s Lindale
Mabel Lane

MarSyl
Mike’s Small Engine Repair & Parts, LLC

Office Barn
Palestine Toyota

Potts Feed Store Quitman
Reflections Hospice

SRH Commercial
Simply Bliss Aesthetics
Smart Choice Medical

Sonic - Mineola,Lindale,Van,Winnsboro
Strange Trucking, LLC

Swiss OB-GYN Dr. Paul Payne
Texas Star Title & Loan

Twisted Steel Gym
Warner Services

Wendy’s Whiffs
Whataburger of Mineola

William Kirk Consultants, LLC
Xander Homes

4-D Aesthetic Medicine PLLC
A&W Sanitation

Aspen Hospice & Palliative 
Care East Texas

Big Country Farm Center
Billie Jo Jones Music

Blalock Automotive, LLC
Brookshire’s #2 Van

Bug Masters Pest Control
C&M Building Supply

CarePatrol of Northeast Texas
Century 21 -

 Jimmy Jarrard, Realtor
Chubby’s - SCAG 

Power Equipment
Circle T Trucking

Coffman Construction

Colgrove Chiropractic
Coventry Financial
DKM Contracting

Dee’s Paint & Body
Dow Autoplex

East Texas Electric
East Texas Twisters

First National Bank of East Texas
Flyway Southern Outdoors

G&S Sales Inc. Quitman
God’s Money Gold & Silver

Guild Mortgage - Carey Adams
Guild Mortgage - Jennifer 

Abercrombie
Hidden Pines Venue

JL Davis Construction
Jeremiah 2:32

Keller Williams Realty - 
Molly Irwin
Kelly Drug

Lake Country Animal Clinic
Lake Fork Investments, LLC

Leslie Cain Realty - 
Courtney Harrell

Lindale Chiropractic Care
Lindale Vet Clinic

Logan’s Place
Lonestar Learning Academy

Love That! Gluten Free
Major Team - Ryan Major
Marshall Lawn Care, LLC

Origin Bank Quitman
Piddlin Pottery, LLC
ProTask Solutions

Quality Investments
Quitman Realty

Raglin Real Estate
Randy Langford Roofing

Ribmasters, Inc
Ryno Roofing & Restoration
Scentsy - Deaun Stinecipher

Smith Furniture & Appliances
Sorelle Farms

State Farm Insurance - 
Kelli Johnson

State Farm Insurance - 
Monica Cook

The Blue Mudbone Band
Trevor Keener Construction

Triple G Plumbing
UT Health East Texas Home Health

Alba Tractor
All Mixed Up

All Pro Septic
Allstate - Mike Smith

AllTile
Baileys Ace Hardware

Bankston Gutter Company
Bird Dog Insurance Services, LLC

Boxcar Ship-n-Print
Brookshire’s #31 Mineola

By-Line Surveying
Capital Wheels

Cattell Real Estate Group - 
Jennifer Fisher

Century 21 - Cathie Smith

Chugg’s Tea & Water Co.
Cooperative Teachers Credit Union

Crenshaw Carwash
Dean Soap Co.

Dr. Jeffrey Shelton
Endless Summer Tan & Glam

Fountain Plumbing, Inc.
GenTech Alternative Power 

Solutions
Go Fish

Gonzalez Lawn Service
Haute Stuff Boutique

Hon. Janae Holland JP 2
House of Fadez
Jalapeno Tree 

JK Tire & Customs
John’s Tire

Kelly Peebles Massage Therapy
Kelly’s Korner

Ken Kirk Photography
Key Friends & Family

Kristen & Elliot Hankins
LW & East Tx Burger Co.

Lake Country Insurance - Kellie 
Martin

Lennon Construction
Lowe - Gardner Funerals & 

Cremations
METX Insulating

Magical Memories

Papa T’s BBQ, LLC
People’s Telephone

Pilgrim Bank
Pivot Nutrition

Rader Funeral Home
Rutledge Remodel & Construction

Smith Builders & Developers
Smith Monster Offroad, LLC

Texas Bank & Trust
Texas RV Worx
The Paw Patch

The Pony Expresso, LLC
Travis Graphics

Yantis Federal Credit Union
Young Chevron

2025 5K SPONSORS

The following are the 
results of the Dance Di-
mensions 5K Iron Horse 
Rhythm Run Saturday 
morning at the Mineola 
Nature Preserve.

KIDS RUN (1/2 K)
3-7 years
1 Sadie Conrad
2 Oakley Lowe
3 Tinslee Oliver

KIDS RUN GIRLS (1K)
8-10 years
1 Haddie Webster
2 Ella Little
3 Addy Oliver

KIDS RUN BOYS (1K)
8-10 years
1 Noah Zmolik
2 Daniel Lara

3 Raylon Frosch
5K  GIRLS

12 and under
1 Densley Hamlin
2 Georgia Weissert
3 Haddie Webster

5K BOYS
12 and under
1 Raylon Frosch
2 Eli Morrow
3 Robert Williams

5K LADIES
13-34 years
1 Hannah Zoch
2 Amanda Harmon
3 Hope Currin

5K GUYS
13-34 years
1 Elijah Watson
2 Grant Setera

3 Trevor Keener
5K WOMEN

35-54 years
1 Julie Steck
2 Jamie Webster
3 Cindy Mize

5K MEN
35-54 years
1 Jeremy Tobias
2 Dakota Whidden
3 Keith Riley

5K GOLDEN GIRLS
55 plus
1 Stephanie Hall
2 Dina Dean
3 Heather Allen

5K GOLDEN GUYS
55 plus
1 Jon Allen
2 Bill Galyean

Youngest kids to run 
the kids race was Evie 
Betts and Jett Cosby at 3 
years old.

The oldest person to 
participate in the race 
was Maria Johnston at 
88 years old.

Elijah Watson was the 
first man to cross the fin-
ish line at 21:29.

Julie Steck was the first 
woman to cross the fin-
ish line at 26:25.

The person that came 
from farthest away for 
the 5K was from Dallas.

Dance Dimensions held its annual benefit fun run, the Iron Horse Rhythm Run, Saturday at the Mineola Nature Preserve for the 11th year. 
The run helps fund competition trips for the dance teams as well as community donations. See Page 6A. (Courtesy photo)

Dance Dimensions holds annual benefit fun run

Quitman-Lake Fork Kiwanis 
Club dedicates dog park

Wood County Economic 
Development Commission 
welcomes new director


